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SL 44-775 
WCJ/ral 

Re: BACKGROUND OF JAMES EARL RAY 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

On April 29, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE, a self-employed 
contractor, 2934 St. Vincent, St. Louis, Missouri, residence 
telephone PR6-3540, furnished the following information to 

SA WALTER C. JOHNSON: 

While an inmate in the Missouri State Penitentiary 
(MSP), DRAKE became acquainted with JAMES EARL RAY and subse-
quently became good friends until DRAKEs release in June, 
1965. Their main association at the prison was when they got 
together in the prison yard and conversed while walking for 
exercise. During this association, DRAKE feels th.t he became 
as close a friend to RAY as anyone at the prison. He described 
RAY as a"loner" and ? closemouthed, who kept his own counsel 
and did not even mention his planned escape which DRAKE later 
learned was an unsuccessful atternpt by him to go over the wail 
on a ladder. RAY had very few friends, however, he mixed well 
with other inmates, both black and white, and had never shown 
any propensity for violence or appeared to be a racist 

DRAKE said there were several instances of racial 
trouble at the penitentiary, but RAY never seemed to get involved 
or to express his follings in the matter one way or another . 

RAY often mentioned that he could not do hi twenty 
year sentence, but never indicated any escape plans or any 
contacts with outside individuals. The only member of RAYs 
family he referred to was hisbrother, JACK RAY of St. Louis. 
DRAKE recalled JACK visited his brother at prison on the average 
of possibly once a year. DRAKE vaguely recalled RAY mentioning 
that he had another hrother who was killed in an automobile 
accident in northern Missouri, but didrt recall RAY mentoniflg 
any other relatives. RAY did not discuss his genera], back-
ground, other than mentioning on several occasions he had 
previously done time at Menard State Prison, Chester, Illinois. 

RAY was not addicted to use of drugs, however, DRAKE 
said nearly all inmates 'fooled around with anything they 
could get their hands on and that if RAY used any form of 
drugs it was unknown to DRAKE. 
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DRAKE said about two weeks after his release in 
June, 1965, he visited JACK RAY in St. Louis upon the request 
of JIMMY and this was the last time he saw JACK. Their con-
versation primarily concerned JIM's welfare at the MSP. 

DRAKE had no heard of RAY's escape and presumed he 
was still in prison until the recently publicity about him. 

DRAKE regards RAY as a small-time robber, mentally 
incapable of planning the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING without additional intelligent guidance from some other 
source. He believes RAY capable of being hired for this but 
would certainly not be alone in this matter. He is also of 
the opinion that whoever hired RAY, that person or group has 
disposed of him. He commented with the "heat" on RAY and 
rewards advertised, it would be extremely difficult for a 
fellow like RAY to hide. 

DRAKE indicated he would cooperate in any way he 
could with the FBI in the event any information came to his 
attention regarding the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY. 

CARL DRAKE said his brother, JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE, 
was also an inmate at the MSP and was acquainted with RAY 
through their association inthe exercise yard. DRAKE, his 
brother JAMES and RAY all walked together on many occasions. 
JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE was released two years before CARL and 
later served time at Terre Haute Federal Prison being released 
in November, 1967. CARL said his brother JAMES resides with 
his mother, OLA DRAKE, at Modesta, Illinois, and is currently 
employed at the Valley Steel Company, Jacksonville, Illinois. 
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RE: BACKGROUND INFORMATION REGARDING 
JAMES EARL RAY 

On May 6, 1968, Little Rock advised RUSSELL LEE MARTIN, 
former inmate of Missouri State Penitentiary, contacted CARL BENTON 
DRAKE, an acquaintance at MSP, on May 4 and 5, 1968, at St. Louis, 
Missouri. DRAKE at the time indicated to MARTIN that JAMES EARL 
RAY had been in contact with him on'two occasions since KING's 
assassination. 

On May 9, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE was re-contacted by 
SA WALTER C. JOHNSON and reiterated information previously furnished 
regarding background information of RAY at MSP. DRAKE advised he 
had not learned anything further regarding RAY. He again expressed 
a willingness to cooperate in the event he learned anything of 
value. 
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Fellow Prisoner: JAMES C. FLETCHER 

AT MOBERLY, MISSOURI 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA WILLIAM R. DUNCAN on April 26, 1968. 

Inmate JAMES C. FLETCHER, Number 72071, Missouri 
Training School for Men, advised he had been incarcerated 
at the Missouri State Penitentiary in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
at the same time as subject and knew subject slightly from 
going back and forth to the dining room to eat. He stated 
everyone in the penitentiary knew RAY by his reputation as 
he had attempted to escape several times. FLETCHER stated 
he had reported RAY as being missing at the time of his 
escape on April 23, 1967, to Lieutenant BILLY "BOB" TURNER 
after he had heard from other inmates that RAY had escaped. 
FLETCHER stated it was rumored at that time that RAY was 
going to go to the State of Georgia if his escape was 
successful. FLETCHER was of the opinion that Major B. J. 
PORTER, presently at the penitentiary at Jefferson City, 
would be aware of the inmates who furnished information 

concerning RAY's intentions to go to Georgia. 

FLETCHER stated he had no knowledge or information 
concerning RAY following RAY's escape, and that he would be 
unable to make any suggestion as to where RAY might be found 
at this time. 

/5/i 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 
•EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAlSI 

Date 7 

ORVILLE ERNEST GAN w Interviewed Diui Ioriue, 91)1 
C'1 street, ;. t which ti be dvd that his last iori tat 
Peiteiiti.ry ( P) number 69729. GANN ted b first ted 
the MSP In Aut 1, 19, on .. four-year eteiire of Ixurglary from 
,tler County, diri9 E the XSP April, ]L931, an a 
25yar for rdr from ' tFer C'cty iiid eitered a 
tie in April, 1955, ii a yr tce f---)r .i!d robbery at 
St. Lie, kiioiri. He was released froiii this i,tithti 
parole to April , 1968. 

ANN i; pr etlz ipld In t the 
Milner Hotl, 20th and W bi:toii, but Is seeking eiip1oywit 
a p1iyee of th ori state Hopital o Ar1 treat 
in the 1dry dprtnet. GANN pict to be r idiini soon with 
hir EILEEN MCHINO, 4040 Lac!de in L'ni. 

GANN kneNv subject RAY c1ly while they wr' both iat 
i MP at Jffro City . During the period of tbi ca:l acquaintance, 
RAY wa livisig it K H11 while GIN' '': ac a reidt of J Hall. Their 

ociti©ii c')Rited ' f O1l In th ha11ye of th 
icetithti')ll1, :onIe ; libt a ocitioir i th yrd :cd liht ; oci 
tioi bed tb f:ct tbt RAY worked an tJbi food dtai1 d oetie 
served peci.l dih to GM] d GANN riprocatd by ,-,IvIng RAY 
pecii'l coider'tio In coctio with his Laundry ervic 'thce 

GANN  to the laundry i the Institution. GANN recl1ed 
tht RAY we aiwayr a  cLiii thdivid.l, biiiit h t.ted h codd 
not picture RAY e pro would pla d crry out iLr 

tio ch a; th:t committed on Ictor MTI] LUTHER KING. 

GANN etatd b brd ev(r hard H'Y r cyoe cdLe in 
ititutio dc any plane concerning th ago;..) thtioi of 
or anyone  for oetry consideration. He recaUd &17 

COOL (photic aniong ite In the P but could not 
pLacs this:; iiiidiv±thaal a; to rac or tiy ooit. Wb çietied 
coiiig poib1e close .)cito of subject RAY whi1 h 
the P, A!N oe CARL PRAKE, ; ge bout 40, tir, wh© ba 
rethrd ti' 

t  omv 
 t. Loi ea rceitl South 

St. L©iuii: iii brl. He also i III.tiOd  
(Vmploym,d In In th 10© hlck of 
3.tb Jffer©aa In t. Loiui, kftee©wi. 

When etioed concerning any idiidal In the ! P h 
might be c ble of p1 ijor iti© such th 

AV 
at of 

On  5/e3/e  at  t LOtUii,_ 1OLn File #  : 44'775 
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