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1
SL 44-775
WCJ/ral

Re: BACKGROUND OF JAMES EARL RAY

AT ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI

On April 29, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE, a self-employed
contractor, 2934 St. Vincent, St. Louis, Missouri, residence
telephone PR6-~3540, furnished the following information to
SA WALTER C, JOHNSON:

While an inmate in the Missouri State Peniten*‘
(MSP), DRAKE became acquainted with xAME% EARL, RAY and
quwnt*y became good friends until DRAKE's w@l&ase in Junu,
1965. Their main association at the prison was when ahﬁy
together in the prison yard and conversed wﬂlle walking
exercise. During this association, DRAKE feels that he becam
as close a friend to RAY as anyone at the prison., He de «x1bed
RAY as a "loner" and “close-mouthed”, who kept his own counsel
and did not even mention his planned escape which DRAKE later

jearned was an unsuccessful attempt by him tc go over ti wall
on a ladder. RA” had very few friends, however, he 1 well
with other inmate bot h black and white, and had nex

3 nsity ial vmolenca or appeared to be j

often mentioned :va & ;"Hf? not do his &
t but never indicated any ape plans or »ng
with outside individuals The “my member of RAY'S
1eferred to was DL,bzrt%4f JACK RAY of St. Louis.
led *ACK visited his bxother at Qrisan on the
f possil a year. DRAKE vaguely re alled RAY memuianimg
that he ai an@thev hrother who was kilied in an anbmﬂhf
accident in northern Missouri, but didnot re ' 1
any other relatives. RAY did not discuss his generaj &m(k“
ground, other than mentioning on several occasions he had
previously done time at Menard State Prison, Chester, Illinois.

RAY was not addicted to use of drugs, however, DRAKE
said nearly all inmates "fooled around’ with anything the 2
ld get their hands on and that if RAY used any form of
gs it was unknown to DRAKE.
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DRAKE said about two weeks after his release in
June, 1965, he visited JACK RAY in St. Louis upon the request
of JIMMY and this was the last time he saw JACK. Their con-
versation primarily concerned JIM's welfare at the MSP.

DRAKE had no heard of RAY's escape and presumed he
was still in prison until the recently publicity about him.

DRAKE regards RAY as a small-time robber, mentally
incapable of planning the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING without additional intelligent guidance from some other
source. He believes RAY capable of being hired for this but
would certainly not be alone in this matter. He is also of
the opinion that whoever hired RAY, that person or group has
disposed of him. He commented with the "heat' on RAY and
rewards advertised, it would be extremely difficult for a
fellow like RAY to hide.

DRAKE indicated he would cooperate in any way he
could with the FBI in the event any information came to his
attention regarding the whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY.

CARL DRAKE said his brother, JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE,
was also an inmate at the MSP and was acquainted with RAY
through their association inthe exercise yard. DRAKE, his
brother JAMES and RAY all walked together on many occasions.
JAMES FRANCIS DRAKE was released two years before CARL and
jater served time at Terre Haute Federal Prison being released
in November, 1967. CARL said his brother JAMES resides with
his mother, OLA DRAKE, at Modesta, Illinois, and is currently
employed at the Valley Steel Company, Jacksonville, Illinois.
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L: 44-775
WCJ :wma

RE: BACKGROUND INFORMATION REGARDING
JAMES EARL RAY

On May 6, 1968, Little Rock advised RUSSELL LEE MARTIN,
former inmate of Missouri State Penitentiary, contacted CARL BENTON
DRAKE, an acquaintance at MSP, on May 4 and 5, 1968, at St. Louis,
Missouri. DRAKE at the time indicated to MARTIN that JAMES EARL
RAY had been in contact with him on two occasions since KING's
assassination,

On May 9, 1968, CARL BENTON DRAKE was re-contacted by
SA WALTER C, JOHNSON and reiterated information previously furnished
regarding background information of RAY at MSP, DRAKE advised he
had not learned anything further regarding RAY. He again expressed
a willingness to cooperate in the event he learned anything of

value,
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SL 44-775
HRD:paw

Fellow Prisoner: JAMES C, FLETCHER

AT MOBERLY, MISSOURI

The following investigation was conducted by
SA WILLIAM R, DUNCAN on April 26, 1968.

Inmate JAMES C. FLETCHER, Number 72071, Missouri
Training School for Men, advised he had been incarcerated
at the Missouri State Penitentiary in Jefferson City, Missouri,
at the same time as subject and knew subject slightly from
going back and forth to the dining room to eat. He stated
everyone in the penitentiary knew RAY by his reputation as
he had attempted to escape several times. FLETCHER stated
he had reported RAY as being missing at the time of his
escape on April 23, 1967, to Lieutenant BILLY "BOB'" TURNER
after he had heard from other inmates that RAY had escaped.
FLETCHER stated it was rumored at that time that RAY was
going to go to the State of Georgia if his escape was
successful. FLETCHER was of the opinion that Major B. J.
PORTER, presently at the penitentiary at Jefferson City,
would be aware of the inmates who furnished information
concerning RAY's intentions to go to Georgia.

FLETCHER stated he had no knowledge or information
concerning RAY following RAY's escape, and that he would be
unable to make any suggestion as to where RAY might be found
at this time,
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) @ cocraL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA

Date May 8, 1968

ORVILLE ERNEST CANN was interviewed at Dismas House, 901
Cole Street, at which time he advised that his last Missouri State
Penitentiary (MSP) number was 69729. GANN stated he first emtered
the MSP im August, 1926, on a four-year sentemnce of burglary from
Butler County, Missouri. He re-entered the MSP April, 1931, on a
25~year sentence for murder from Butler County and entered a third
time im April, 1955, on a 20-year sentence for armed robbery at
St. Louis, Missouri, He was released from this imstitution on
parole to Dismas House om April 9, 1968,

GANN is presently employed in maintenance work at the
Milmer Hotel, 20th and Washington, but is seeking employment
as an empl@y@@ of the Missouri State Hospital on Arsenal Street
in the laundry department. GANN expects to be residingsoon with
his wife, EILEEN MASCHINO, 4040 Laclede im St. Louis.

GANN knew subject RAY casually while they were both inmates
in MSP at Jeffersomn City. During the period of this casual acquaintance,
RAY was living in K Hall while GANN was a resident of J Hall. Their
association consisted of casual passing im the hallways of the
institution, some slight association im the yard and slight associa-
tion based on the fact that RAY worked om the food detall and sometimes
served special dishes to GANN and GANN reciprocated by giving RAY
special consideration in connection with his laundry service since
GANN was assigned to the laundry in the institution. GANN recalled
that RAY was always a neat, clean individual, but he stated he coud
not picture RAY as a person who would plan and carry out an assassina=
tion such as that committed om Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING,

GANN stated he had never heard RAY or anyone else in the
institution discuss any plans concerning the assassination of KING
or anyone else for a monetary consideratiom, He recalled vaguely
the name COOLEY (phonetic) among inmates im the MSP but could not
place this individual as to race or any associates. When questioned
concerning possible close assoclates of subject RAY while he was in
the MSP, GANN named one CARL DRAKE, age about 40, timner, who has
returmed to the St. Louls area and was recently *shmﬁ* in South
St. Louis in a taverm brawl. He also mentioned wwme *rrD"” RICHARDSON
employed in g @il cleaning establishment im the 1600 block of
South Jefferson in St. Louis, Missouri.

WM@@ @HOBti@W@d concerning any imdividuals in the MSP who
CAPE f planning a major assassination such as that of

1.5

on _5/6/68 ot St. Lovwils, Missouri File ¥ _SLs 44775

SA CLETIS B, BIDEWELL/mjb
by SA WILLIAM H., WARFIELD Date dictated 5/6/68

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It i{s the property of the FBI .and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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