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CHARACTER OF CASE

REFERENCES :

New Orleans airtel to Mewphis dated 5/7/68.
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AT SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Will report results of continuing investigation.
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CHICAGO DIVISION

. Information copies of this report have been
designated for the Chicago Office at the request of the
Office of Origin. .
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59)

Copy to:

Report of:

Date:

Field Office File #:

Title: |

- Character:

Synopsis:

This document contatns neither recommendauons nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prc'perty of the FBI and is loaned to

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF mvx—:’s*nexnon

SA QUENTIN P. STINSOMN Office: Springfi

May 17, 1968
SI 44-561 ) A Bureau File #: 44-38861

MURKIN

o
-

CIVIL RIGHT

" Magistrate ROBERT A. g&NEY, Peoria, Illinois,

vacationed with wife an& twelve year old
daughter in New Orleans,\Louisiana, Decenber,
1967. They could furnish no information
relating to JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942G.
Mrs. CONEY recalls observing a white late

rnodel sports car parked in archway of Provincial
Motel, Yew Orleans, Louisiana, during visit,

but she could not accurately describe or
identify occupants.

your ageney; it and its contents are not to be distribu'ed outside your agency.
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SI 44—561' |
DRTATLS :

‘This inguiry was predicated on information received
from the New Orleans Office of the FBI reflecting RORERT A.

" CONEY, Judge, 311 Fayette Street, Peoria, Illinois, was a

registered guest of the Provincial Motel, 1024 Chartres Street,
New Orleans, IL.ouisiana, on December 17, 1967. . o
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S . ;4

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O.

14176




RS XN

R )

FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) ’ . ‘

€

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

paretlay 16, 1968

Magistrate ROBERT Y, Room 402, County
Building, Peoria, Illinois, a former United States.
Commissioner of the Southern District of Illinois,
advised he, his wife, and daughter, ROBIN, age twelve,
vacationed in Mew Orleans, Louisiana, during Decorber, 1967,
and were registered guests of .the Provincial Motel,
1024 Chartres Street, lew Orleans, Louisiana, for an eight-
day perlod between December 17 and December 24, 1967. Ee
stated they ate breakfast at the motel dining room but
otherwise spent ‘the remainder of the days sight- seelng in:
New Orleans, Loulisiana. He selccte€ the motel, which he
described as a very sedate and quiet place, at the sucgestlon
of the Chicago Motor Club, Peoria, Illinois.

, Magistrate COMNEY observed n“otocrgnhs of JRMES EARL .
RAY, FBI Number 405 942G, then stated he could recall nothlnc_
relating to this 1na1v1dual

: on_ 5/14/68 at Pebria,‘Iliinoié B File# SI 44;561
by__ SA QUE? TI\T P. SLL‘]{;ON/S"‘I B B " Date dictutle; 5/15/?38
This d

3 ins nmrher r dations nor conclusions of the FBL 1t is the properfy of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:

it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

-3,_
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-54) . - ' .. ~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

Date_May 16, 1049

Miss ROBIN CB%EY, age twelve, 533 West Forrest
Hill Avenue, Peoria, Illdnois, viewed photographs .of
JAMES EARL RAY, FBI Number 405 942G. She advised that
she could not identify the photograohs of RAY as any
person she had observed while vacahlonnng in New Orleans,
Louisiana, during December, 1.967. ‘

Miss CONEY advised she vacationed at New Orleans,
Louisiana, between December 17-24, 1967, with her parents,
Mr., and Mrs. ROBERT A. COMNEY, Peoria, Illinois. The
family was registered guests at the Provincial Motel,

New Orleans, Louisiana, during that period of time. At
times during the above. visit, she recalled seeing a white
sports model automobile that was parked in the archway

area of the above motel in the loading and unloading area.
She recalled the automobile was parked in the archway area
of the motel on three or maybe four occasions and that she
had walked around the automobile to cross the archway area
to the restaurant portion of the motel. She could not
accurately describe the make or model of the automobile

and could not accurately describe the adults associated
with the automobile. She stated she did recall there were
two small children accompanying the adults. She was of the
opinion that the children were girls under ten years of age.
She advised she did not observe these individuals in any
other portion of the motel area.

on. 5/15/68 Peoria, Illinois .~ '-'F”a#. ST 44-561
- by SA QUENTIN P. STINSON/smr ’ Date dicfnte‘d‘ . 5/15/68

- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FB{ and is '°°ned to your. ogency‘:

it and its contents are not to be drsfnbu(ed outside your agency.

o
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FEDERALBUREAUOFiNVESﬂGAﬁOﬂ

Dote_ 2y 16, 1069

‘Jlrs. ROBERT A. chEY, 533 West Forrest Hill
Avenue, Peoria, Illinois, vieliéd photcgraphs of JAMES.
EARL RAY, FRI Hunber 405 9242%, and she was questioned
regarding her observation while a guest at the )
Provincial 'iotel, 1924 Chartres, Tew Orlecans, Louisiana.

: She could not identify the above photogranhs
£ PAY as any person she had observed while in the ilew
Orleans, L ou151aug, area during December, 1267,

She related her observations while C
the above motel between Decembexr 17-24, 1967. She
recalled seelng a white sports automobll- parked at the
archway arca of the motel which she stated was used for
loading and unloading purposes only She first observed
this automobile about the time of her arr1v1l at the
motel between 3:00 and 5:00 P.M., Sunday, December 17, 1967.

Mr¥s. COMEY related this white automobile could
have been a !Mustang model car. She stated the automobile
was definitely an American-made car. She recalled the
auto because it was parked in the motel archway area on
three or maybe four occasions, and she had to walk around
the automobile to cross the archway area to the restaurant.
She noted this car was a late model car that appeared to be

~waxed and extremely clean in appearance.

Mrs. CONEY stated her impressions of the activity
in the area are vague; however, she associated three males
and two females and two small children with the above
automobile. She .observed the occupants were neatly dressed
in sports clothing and the adults appeared to be between
thirty and forty years of age.

The two children appeared to be under ten years
of age and she believed both to be girls. The women wore
light colored slacks. The men and women both were neat
in appearance and attractive. She paid particular attention

5/15/68

on at Peoria, Illinois Files___ 51 44-561
SA QUENTIN P. STINSON/smr Date dictated 5/15/68

This document contdins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: °

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

N oty
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SI 44-561

to one woman who had her hair wrapped in a peculiar white
. scarf which came under her chin and tied in the back of her
neck. )

Mrs. COMEY advised that she had not observed the
above individuals in any other area of the motel &nd that
she could not furnish further descriptive information
concerning them.

oo ¥o
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SUBJECT:
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . 5010-106 l 44

MAY 1942 EDITION
GSA GIN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (157-10673) (P) DATE: 5/20/68

SA LESTER G. DAVIS

MURKIN

The Bureau has advised that one JOHN EUGENE GAWRON,
when interviewed in St. Louis, Mo., stated that he taught
JAMES EARL RAY to be a burglar He contended that on or
about 6/23- 24/67 he read in the Chicago "Tribune" of a $50,000
bank burglary in a southern state and recalled that he and RAY
had cased this bank in 1958 or 1959, but did not rob it be-"
cause he, GAWRON, injured his leg. A few days after reading
the article, GAWRON claimed he was visited by a man whom he -
refused to identify. This man told GAWRON that he and others
had robbed the bank and displayed a valise full of money. He
further claims that about six weeks ago this man again visited
him and indicated RAY and one or more other persons had been
involved with him in the bank robbery.

The bank was allegedly in the Deep South, in a

State like Mlss1s51pp1, but not Mlss13s1pp1. It was allegedly l

in a.city that is not small and is near a river. The robbers
were out of the state in five minutes after the robbery and the
loot totaled $50,000, on a plus or minus $2,000.

The Bureau further advised that the Chicago "Tribune™
and the Bureau's.. bank robbery files have been reviewed without
finding any reference to a robbery such as CAWRON described.:
GAWRON has been reinterviewed and denied contact with RAY since
RAY's escape. GAWRON says that the robbery referred to could -
have occurred in July, 1967, instead of June, and was -in a city
on the east bank of the MlSSlSSlppl River.

8 - 1 Each SRA (LANCASTER, LITCHFIELD, GIST,
BECKER, SMALLWOOD, WARD, DENT, KELLEY)
3 ~ 1 Each RT Agent (BOMBARDIER PRICE SHEARER)

- 157-10673 Ag:21¢£dézzélzézi;/’ .

LGD:epk - 9
(13) SEARCHED....—. __ANDEXED e
SERIALIZED, — ) P
MAY 201968 |
FBI — NEW ORLEANS B :
2=
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NO 157~10673

LEADS:

EACH SRA AND ROAD TRIP AGENT should consider above
to determine if there has been a robbery of any kind coming
within the jurisdiction of the Bureau that might be connected
with the above.

Each Agent should make inquiry at appropriate police
departments to determine if a robbery of this magnitude occurred
within his territory that might be connected with above.

. ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-54} - ‘ - ' .

FBI
Date: 5/17/68
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|
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT 1|
|

|
-
|

(Type in plaintext or code)
Vig _ TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)
________________________________________________ .
TO SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760)
FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)
MURKIN. ' '

RE CARLOS LEE BILLINGS.
Y . ’ ":"f-
NORRIS CARMBRDELLE ADVISED THAT BILLINGS RESIDED IN k

P

APARTMENT SIX, T

E—ONE FIVE LAUROSSINI STREET, WHICH WAS
RENTED BY ENIS HEAD, WHO IS FROM TENNESSEE, EXACT LOCATION
NOT KNOWN, |

BILLINGS IN THIS\APARTMENT ¥FROM MAY TO DECEMBER, SIXTYFIVE,
CARMERDELLE HAS NO BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE HEAD,

KANSAS CITY WILL REINTERVIEW BILLINGS RE ENIS HEAD.

MEMPHIS ADVISED AIRMAIL.,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

- New Orleans
1 - Memphis (44-1987)

' TED:epk
2) g |
50k 77 9/:;
BEEFCHET .
Serialize¢
ndexad _ .
/—\ 4 Eiigg ’ ( / -
| YJ”’ SN
Approved: n( Sent Ii @ ) i M Per (JQ @ _/
%pe gent in Charge : .

- ; e
, 1 . . FIEE P AN
: N PEAR e - [ . SOLoe -
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FROM KANSAS CITY (44-760) 2P

- NORRIS (LNU). HE STAYED THERE ON MORE THAN ONE OéEASION, THE FIRST

 OVER WEEKEND AT THE CANAL BANK INN. IT WAS ON THIS TRIP WHEN
' BARBER ACCOMPANIED HIM. BARBER WAS TO MEET MAN (FNU) FURIES OR

. ! " - | a — ' ' f
o (gl callode, W?%’m/&/dm( | M7l ?jzg

B I i 1o el i T R R R - S e Lt D me s e e g S N

¥B1 NEW ORLS , o , B

FBI KAM CITY
552PM URGENT 5-19- 68 ENT
190 me ORLEANS (157-10673) ‘

i
MURKIN.,

7

E NEW ORLEANS TEL MaY THIRTEEN LAST,
SILLINGS REINTERVIEWED MAY SEVENTEEN, SIXTY-EIGHT, MEDICAL 1.

,,VSPRINGFEELD, 0. STATED KNEW OWNER CANAL Q%H///NN AS

TIME IN SIXTY-FIVE HE STAYED THREE MONTHS WITH BEN BLACKWELL OF
COLUMBIA, S, C. BLACKWELL GOT JOB WITH MAC'S WELL\ SER

mp———_—

N\
La., AND BILLINGS WORKED FOR NOBIE\RBILLIMG CO., NEW ORLEANS. .HE
e,

CcE, HA?VEY,

;
UE

DID GIVE NORRIS RAD CHECK FOR POKER Ség; DURING THIS STAY.
LATER IN SIXTY-FIVE, EXACT PERIOD UNRECALLED, HE AGAIN STAYED °

o

FERRIES (PH) AT GUY'S INTERNATIONAL BAR;ONEW ORLEANS. THIS MAN
END PAGE ONE "

SERIALIZED _Z=ZFILED .
. MAY101968 ; |- -
/FBI—NEW ORLEANS—{— | "

e Feblacerg] 2T

PRy L A ., D! LR T R
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PAGE TWO

WAS SUPPOSEDLY THE CONTACT FOR THE MACHINE GUN. HE TOOK BARBER
T0 THIS BAR O FRIDAY, THE DAY THEY ARRIVED, ‘AND RETURNED TO THE
CANAL BANK INN TO WAIT SOR HIM. WHEN HE DID NOT RETURN BY MONDAY
ME DEPARTED THINKING BARBER NEVER HAD ACCESS TO ANY SUCH WEAPON.

NEW ORLEANS MAY WISH TO VERIFY EMPLOYMENT SILLINGS AT NOBLE
DRILLING CO. IN SIXTY-FIVE. "OWNER CANAL BANK INN MAY KNOW
WHETHER BILLINGS WAS ACCOMPANIED BY ANYONE ON HIS SECOND VISIT
0 INN. | N

ALL OFFICES SHOULD KEEP IN MIND BILLINGS HAS PAST HISTORY
OF MEWTAL ILLNESS.

~ AIR MAIL COPIES DIREGTOR AND MEMPHIS. ,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. |
END
oLP
FBI NEW ORLS

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 1 ' -
MAY 1362 EDITION '
GSA FeMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 v .4’

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . ~
Memorandum

TO 'SAC (157-10673) (P) paTE: 5/20/68

FROM SA STEPHEN M. CALLENDER

SUBJECT: MURKIN

. 5010410801

’ This is to record that Sn 5/16 and 17/68, Identi-
fication Orders on JAMES EARL Y were sent to all persons
listed as operators o na._ This
list had previously been offtained from the State Department
at Baton Rouge, La., which oversees the licensing and inspection
of barber shops in Louisiana and this list can be located in the
1-A section of this file.

SMC:epk
(2)

LT 08 22 - F
- . D...
Ny
i4AY 20 1968

1,7/NEW BRLEANS -

(q ittt | 1

Bay U.S. Sm;mg.r Bonds Regularly on the Payroll S'ﬂvmg\r Pl;m
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0 ! Birester, FBI (44-38861)
FROM ¢ SAC, See Orleans (157-10673)(P)

: """‘Ltf‘-‘a“'_i*%;a- gﬁﬂm}gm*? m} )
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