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ANN HULLAND, Bossier ·Bottle Shop, 1316 Ea'st Texas, 
advised-that she was a steady customer at the Curtis Park Bar 
and that she knew THELMA RUSSELL. She stated RUSSELL was 
residing as of a week ago somewhere on MacArthur Drive in 
Bossier City. She stated she did not know the-house number; 
however, RVSSELL drove an old gray colored Plymouth. A 
photograph of RAY was displayed to HULLAND and she stated she 
had never seen this person before. 

LINDA BONNER» 616 MacArthur Drive, advised that she 
had resided at that address for several years and did not know 
THELMA RUSSELL. 

. ~YRTIS FREEMAN, 708 MacArthur Drive, advised that she 
had been residing at that address for about 13 years, but she 
did not know a THEL~A RUSSELL. 

Several attempts were made to contact JERILE GARRETT 
at 833 Benton Road with negative results.· 

\ 
\ . . \ ·., \ 
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TOLL TELEPHONE CALL FROM.YUMA, ARIZONA, DECEMBER 15, 1967 

. The following investigationwa~ conducted.by 
·sAs WILLIAM Ta GREAVES and THURMAN P.KELLEY ·at Bossier· C~~Y, 
Louisiana: · 

. ~ 

Oh April· 30, 1968, JERILE .. JARRETT, _833 · Benton Ro~d, 
· advised that she was the day bart·ender at': the Curtis; Park. 
Bar in Bossi'er City, during the ·period <>~ December 15, ·1967 .­
She was displayed a photograph of J:AMES EARL RAY and .advised 
that .she had never_. seen this i.ndivid~al · beforeo. She. state~· 

· that the. customers a·t. the.- bar often answer the pay pho.ne .. a:.nd 
that it could hav.e been any number 'Of persons that.111ighf;.iiave. 
receivec:i .. the c~ll from Yuma. on December l~, 1967 o She -stated 
that ·she. had n:·ever overheard anyone in the bar mention'·hav.ing 

. acquaintances ln Yuniat Arizona·o . 'JARRETT stated that in-•'. ·v~ew 
of the fact that t~e p4one· call was_··received at the bar in• 

_ the evening,, that possibly the night bartender 1 THELMA RUSSELL 
. might be able to provi·de. ~nformation ;,' She sta~~d: that, she .. d-id 
not have an address for -RUSS~LL, but- believed she liv.es s~me'-.,. 

· .where on Benton Road·. - · · - . , · 

, After se·veral cont:acts, THELMA RUSSELL_ wa-s '.loc)ited·-
at 1609 Benton Road and advised that she had receive·d ,a ·tele­

. phone ·call from her boy fr'iend on December 15'- 1967 9 < from/: 
Yumal; AriZc>nao ~he, advised that h~ is a truck~_r and -ha.d carri-ed 
a shipment to Califo.rnia,and.had stopped in Yu~a: to telepl:lone . 
her.· . RUSSELL. stated tQa t "sh,e did not .recognize. the phot·ograph of JAMES EARL RAY a~ ·anyon~ that ,she had ever seen be!oreo -
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Re: Call Made From Coin Telephone, 
Alpine, Texas, on December 16, 1967, 
to Telephone Number 938-5638, 
Greenwood, Louisiana 

On May 1, 1968, th~ Dallas Office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation advised that on December 16, 1967, 
a telephone call had been made at 12:43 aomo, from a coin 
telephone located at Alpine, Texas, to telephone number 
938-5638, Greenwood, Louisianao 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PATRICK Ro COONEY? at Shreveport, Louisiana: 

On May 2, 1968, a review of the current Shreveport, 
Louisiana~ City Directory, revealed that R. L. HAMMETT and · 
wife CATHE.RINE reside at Rural Route 2, Box 580, Greenwood, 
Louisiana,, City directory shows HAMMETT's employment as 
Service Dispatcher for Southwestern Electric Power Company, 
Shreveport, Louisiana.a 

The records of the Bureau of Identification of the 
Shreveport, Louisiana, Police Department contain no record 
of R. L. HAMMETTo 
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Ro Lo HAMMETT, Rural Route 2, Box 580, advised that· 
he is the subscriber to telephone number 938-5638 .. Mr.. · 
HAMM.ETT stated that he was unable to recall who placed the 
call.to his home from Alpine, Texas, on December 16JI 1967., 
Mro HAMMETT stated, however, that his father was quite 
sick about· that time and he ··was receiving telephone calls 
from his uncle, ED HUNSUCKER, from various parts of Texas. 
HA,MMETT stated that-ED HUNSUCKER is a truck driver for 
Hill an.d Hill, Houston, Texas, and as such travels quite 
extensively throughout tlie state of Texas. Mr .. HAMMETT 
stated that it must have been Mro HUNSUCKER making the 
call to inquire as· to his father's health conditiono 
HAMMETT viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY.and stated this 
individual completely unknown to himo 

On __ 5 __ /~2+-/_6~8 __ at GreenwGod, Louisiana File # __ N_O_· _1_5_7_~_10_6_7_3 __ _ 

SA PATRICK Ro' COONEY and / / 
by --8>Al1.._r-Tf-J*Al*IEP...,S"'"· -1\•11-,fu~SH"Mi-+I+T-1=1-H----F:PCAR+-C-=l~<a""'tl,.---'--bate dictated ___ 

5 
_

2
_

6
_
8
__;_ __ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your- agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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On May 7, 1968, information was received from the 
Houston Office of the Fed~raI Bureau of Investigation that 
EDWARD L. HUNSUCKER, 1901 Florida Street, Baytown, Texas, had 
advised on May 3, 1968, that he may have made a long distance 
telephone call from a telephone booth on Interstate Highway 10 
in East Texas on December 16, 1967. HUNSUCKER further advised 
that during mid-December, 1967, his nephew, R· L. HAMMETT, 
of Greenwood, Louisiana,. was seriously ill and, therefore,· 
HUNSUCKER made several long distance calls to the HAMMETT . 
residence. 

HUNSUCKER advised he is a truck driver and travels 
throughout the country and often makes calls from roadside 
telephone booths. HUNSUCKER advised that JM:IES EARt RAY is 
unknown to hifu by name, aliases and photograph. 

/0/ 
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Re: WANDA's Seven Seas Restaurant 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

On April 30, 1968, information was received from 
the Jackson Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that 
a person closely resembling photographs of JAMES EARL RAY had 
'been observed in Wanda's Seven Seas Restaurant, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, in December, 1967. On this particular occasion a 
minor brawl resulted and several arrests were made as a result 
of a dog being brought in by one of the customers. It was 
not recalled whether the individual resembling RAY was one 
of those arrestedo 

' i 
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The followi·ng invest·igation was conducted at 
New Orleans, Louisiana, by·SA KEVIN J. HARRIGAN on 
April 30, 1968, and May -~' 1968: 

A review of New Orleans City and Suburban 
Directories and current New Orleans Telephone Book 
failed to contain a listing for a Wanda's Seven Seas 

, Restaurant in New Orleans; however, listed was a Wanda's 
; Seven Seas Bar, 608 Iberville. 

WANDA LORMAND, owner, Wanda's Seven Seas Bar, 
608 Iberville, advised that she recalls no disturbance 

· at her place of bu.siness during December, 1967 involving 
an argument over a dog brought into her bar. She also 
advised she does not recall any arrests being made at her 
bar during the past six months. She-viewed photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY but with negative results. 

ANN UHLICH, 1819 Cleveland, and who is 
: employed as a night barmaid at Wanda'$ Seven Seas Bar, 
, advised that she does not recall any disturbance at that 
1 bar in Dece~ber, 1967 involving an argument over a dog 

brought :into the bar o She · advised that sometime during 
pecember, four or five persons were arrested outside the 
bar one night for fighting. However,· she stated she could 
recall no specific details regarding this incident. She·. 
advised after viewing photographs ·of JAMES ·EARL RAY that .he 
was unknown to her by either name or photograph. · 

. . BONNIE (JLAST NAME UNKNOWN), who declined to 
, furnish.her last name or address and who is employed as 
, a barmaid at Wanda 9 s Seven Seas Bar, advised after 

viewing photographs of JAMF,:S EARL. RAY that she is certain 
this person has never been served at· that bar. She also · 
advised she does not recall any incident occurring duri~g 
December 9 1967 in v1h:i.ch arrests were made follow.ing an 
argument involving a dog brought into the bar. 

--·· - ·--· ----------
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BILL KILEEN, Manager, ·M_a;rian's Bar·, 615 Iberville, 
was contacted.and.subject's photograph displayed.o KILEEN 

. advised· photographs of RAY.:unknown. to him, .and he is certain 
this person had never been ol>$erved- by him e·ither at his. · 

, own bar or at any of the othe;t" bars he frequents on Iberville 
, Streeto 

DANA BARGER, who frequents on a regular basis 
Wanda's Seven Seas Bar,· and who is· currentl_y employed at 
Handy=Dandy Labor Agency, and who has beeri known to SA HARRIGAN. 

·_for two years, advised after -viewing photogra.phs of JAMES. · · 
EARL RAY that he is certain -be has never .observed this person · 
at Wanda's Seven Seas Bar.· 

CHARLES TAYLOR, alsQ known as Cookie, who 
frequents Wanda's Seven-Seas aar ·on a daily bas'is and-
who resides at 803 st. Charles and who also has been known · 

. to SA HARRIGAN for over a year, advised after viewing . 
1 photographs of JAMES EARL RAY. that he is certain he had 

never observed RAY at either Wandats Seven Seas Bar or at 
any of the other bars he frequents in the 600 block of 
Iberville Streeto 

Detective LARRY VIGUERXE, Robbery Detail 3 New 
Orleans Police Department, aqvised that he can recall no 
incident involving several arrests at Wanda's Seven Seas 

· Bar in December 3 1967. He advised he would discuss the 
,matter with other detectives, and if any persons contacted 
. could recall the incident he would immediately advise the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Detective VIGUERIE further 

1 advised that the New Orleans Police Department maintains 
on a daily basis a master l;f.st of all complaints received 
and arrests made in the New Orleans area. This list 
would contain the address at whiQh an arrest was m~de or from 
which a complaint was received, the date this occurred,. 
and the.New Orleans police item regarding the incident. 
He adv-ised that these usuall,y number several hundred each 
day, and for the month of December, 1967 would total 

· approximately five thousand. He ad•vised he would have 
one of his detect·ives check this· list for. any .arrests made 
during Decemberv 1967 at Wand~'s Seven Seas Bar. 

,-,, 
,I 
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Detective GENE EISENMANN, Robbery Detail 3 New Orleans 
Police Department, advised that a check by him of the master 
list of all c~mplaints and arrests made by the New Orleans 

, Police Department during December 1 1967 showed that on Sunday, 
, December 17 9 1967 3 at 9: 53 PM, four persons had been a.rrested 
, for fighting ~utside Wanda's Seven Seas Bar, 608 Iberville. • 

This information was listed under Item #12 544-67. Detective 
.EISENMANN further advised-that the arrest involved three 
white males and one Negro male who were all released the 
same day on bond. None of the arrested persons were photo­
graphed or fingerprinted. 

A check of records at the Record Room, New Orleans 
Police Department, under Item #L 12 554-67, showed that the 
following persons were arrested on, Deqember 17, 1963~ at · · 

. 9:53 PM outside of-Wanda's Seven Seas Bar, 608 Iberville: 

ROBERT TRILLET 
White male 
Born I 

At Sp~r~1~n~g~va~1~1e~y-
1

-1~1~1~1~nois 
New Orleans Address--2511 Almonster Street 

RONALD TAPLETTE 
Negro male 
Born I I .. 
At New Orleans, Louisiana 
New Orleans Address--1930 Andry Street 

THOMAS LEE LEW IS 
White male 
Born I 

At Ne=w~y=o=r~k~. ~c=1=t=y~~ 
New Orleans Address--2919 Elysian Fields 

WIUART NETTERVILLE 
White male 
B@rn 

~----~-~~ 

At Baton Rouge, Loui·siana 
New Orleans Address--1711 Jackson Avenueo 
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It was-also noted under this item number that the 
·ar.resting officers were Patrolmen PAUL FLEMING and. RONNIE 
CAMPBELL. 

I , 

_, PAUL FLEMINGi) Patrolman, New Orleans Police 
, Department, advised that he recalls making an arrest in 

mid December 9 1967 outside Wanda's Seven Seas Bar. He 
advised that a fight occurred between a white and Negro 
male outside the bar and that two other white males attempted 
to interfere. All these persons were arrested and charged 
with fighting, and in addition one of the white men was 
charged with firing a pen gun and resisting arrest. FLEMING 
viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY but with negative 
results. However, he advised he is certain none of the 

, persons arrested by him on that date was RAY or even 
resembled him. 

RONNIE CAMPBE.LL 1 Tactical Unit, New Orleans 
Police Department, advised that he recalls making an 
arrest :i.n December 3 1967 involving three white males and 
one Negro male who were charged with fighting outside 
of Wandavs Seven Seas Bar. He advised that he could not 
specifically recall what these persons looked like and 
after viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY stated he is 
fairly certain none of the persons resembled RAYo He 
also advised that he regularly works in the area of town 

. where Wanda es Seven Seas Bar is 1 oca ted and is certa in 
: he has never observed RAY in that part of towno 
' 

Detective JAMES MILLER and Detective EUGENE FIELDS, 
New Orleans Poli.ere Department, who· work in the French 

· Quarter area of New Orleans, and have several reliable sources 
in bars located in the 600 block of Iberville Street, 
were contacted and furnished their observations- on avail-
able photographs cf _JAMES EARL RAYo Both these detectives 
advised subject 9·s photographs were unknown to them and they 
stated they w@uld make discreet inquiry regarding RAY 
among their s~urces on Iberville Street and that if any 
positive information develop~d, ind1cating RAY at any time 
had been to any of these placces they would immediately 
contact SA HARRIGAN,. 
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Re: Investigation Concerning 
ROBERT HOOD STRADER, who Alleged 
KING Assassination Plot in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, area in 
Summer of 1967 

On May 6, 1968, information was received from the 
Springfield Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that 
ROBERT HOOD STRADER, of Lexington, Illinois, alleged that he 
had previously been informed during the Summer of 1967, by 
RAYMOND STARNS, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that a group of 

~~e~smen in the Baton Rouge, Louisiana, area had taken up 
a collection to obtain money to have KING assassinated. 

r 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA EDWARD J. CARNEY~ JR.: 

· RAYMOND HENRY STARNS was interviewed at his · 
residence, King-David Apartments, ·Apartment F, 2816•David 
Drive, Metairie~ Louisiana, on. May 9, 1968. · STARNS, who 
stated his business address is Suite 120, .Courtland Plaza, 
3900 Veterans Highway, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana, advised 
as follows: 

STARNS is a native of Denham Springs, Louisiana, 
and is currently associated in a business partnership with 
EARNEST C. DONNELL~ Owner of the Earnest Co Donnell 
Construction Company, at Denham Springs, Louisiana. Denham 
Springs is located nine miles distant from Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. 

STARNS is well acquainted in Denham Springs-and 
knows nearly all of the businessmen in that community, 
including those who are reportedly members of the Ku Klux 
Klan and who are considered to be strong segregationists.· 

STARNS was in Denham Springs in the Summer of 
1967, at which time there was considerable racial strife 
taking place~ including marches by Negro groups and oppo­
sition being presented to these marches by those individuals 
with strong segregation beliefs. STARNS·stated that he him~ 
self is a liberal in his view towards Negroes and that he 
did not participate in any of the activities that took place 
in Denham Springs in the Summer of 19670 He stated, however, 
that he did frequently converse with individuals whom he 
considered to be members of the Ku IClux Kla.n~ these persons 
having been individuals that he grew up with in Denham Springs. 

STARNS stated that at no time during this period 
did any information come to his attention that there were 
businessmen in Denham Springs, Louisiana, or in Baton Rouge, 
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Louisiana, who were taking up a-collection·to·obtain money 
to have·MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo, assassinatedo STARNS 
·does not recall· of having heard the· name of KING even 
mentioned during the Summer of 1967, nor does he re.call_ . 
any information which would indicate there was a plot to 
kill any particular Negro or any individual of any race 
for that matter. ~ 

STARNS is against violence and if any information 
such as a plot to kill anyone had come to his attention, 

· he would promptly notify an appropriate law enforcement 
agency. 

During the Fall of 1967, STARNS recalls. that an 
individual subsequently known to him as ROBERT STRADER 
appeared at the Earnest C. Donnell Construction Company ~rL 
Denham· Springs making. claims to· EARNEST DONNELL that he 
could· obtain· considerable financing from a SHAPIRO. family· 
in Miami, ·Florida. DONNELL became interested in STRADERt s 
proposition and order.ed STARNS to ac.company STRADER to 
Miami, Florida, which he did and at which time h.e and · 
STRADER-met with a Mr •. and Mrso SHAPIRO. It deve.lop.ed, 
however, that STRADER. di.d. not pr.ev.iou.s.ly .know the SHAPIRO 
family and further that STRADER .actually had no co.ntacts 
or was not·in a position to obtain financiµg for the Donnell· 
Construction Companyo 

· It was during the trip to Miami, Florida, that 
STARNS realized that STRADER had an apparent mental.problem. 
STARNS recalled that while staying in motels in Florida, 
STRADER at times became most irrational and envisioned tha~ 
he was being followed by Federal Ag.en ts. 

After the Florida trip, STRADER continued to hang 
around the Donnell Company in Denham Springs, Louisiana, at 
which time STRADER 1 s wife was al~ci present. In STARNS' 
opinion, STRADER 1 s wife is also an irrational person. 

------------ .. ----------- --
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- - - ·· · On one occasion, STRADER, who was· doing some work 
for the Donnell Company, took STARNSt personally owned 
vehicle wi.th the· permission o.f STARNS on a business trip. 
S!~DER 1 s· wife._ accompanied S.T'~DER on . .this trip .and th.ey -. 
did not retur.n ... as sch.e.dule.d.. 0-The vehi.cle, was subseque.ntly 
located: .. :in .Mis.sissippi .. in .an a\and.o.ned ... positio.n.~ .. Also. at 
this same: .time.; STARNS and·EAR~ST DO.NNELL .di.&cov:ered that 
STRADER had. sto.l.en some, prop.erty from th.e c.ompany, · such as 
a··portabl.e. electric: ty.pewriter, a .bri~f case full. of valuable 
.enginee.ring_· f.i.t.tings, a tele.ph.one. credit card and::·.other . · -
miscellaneo . .us i.t.ems .• - Als.o taken·. fr.om the STARNS ·:vehicle.· 
was·· a ·• 38 Police Spe.cial Revolver :which :was a· .sentimental. 
keepsake which had. _been given. to $.TARNS by his fathe .. r. 

Th.e theft of. these i terns -was re.ported to law 
enforcement agenc.ie.s. but DONNELL. sub.sequently de.cide.d. not • 
to press charges. · The ·revolver }J.as never been rec()vered · 
by STARNS and he. do.es not presently know its. whe.re.abo.u:ts. 

·· · - - STARNS heard from some unrecalled s.o.ur.ce several.· 
months· ·ago . that STRADER either was or is presently· confined 
to a mental ins.ti.tut.ion. He has not seen STRADER since. late 
Fall o:f 196.7. 

STRADER was a braggart by· nature 1 freq<uently -
announc.ed .his animo.s.i.ty. towards Ne.gr.oes but was never known 
to· STARNS· ~to: have .. s.p.e.c.if i.cally mentioned MARTIN LUTHER· IUN.G 
or· any other· .p.artic.ular Ne.gro. · STRADER f.requent.ly bra.gged 
that he: .. had: ... co.nta.cts w.ith .. the underworld but never specifi­
cally men.t.i.o.ned anyone. by n~me. 

STARNS ... c.o.nclude.d that he is at a loss to explain 
why it is. all.eged .that he possess.e:d .information concerni,ng 
a pl·ot to rais.e money to kill :MART.IN KINGo He stated that 
he· wanted to cooperate fully with the FBij which agency he 
admires copsiderably and that if any further recollection 
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concerning the Summer of 1967 in Denham Springs came·to 
him 1 he would.promptly advise the New Orleans Office. 

STARNS .described STRADER. as a white male, 
six feet two inch.es tall; 36 years of. age and possessing 
blonde· ·wavy hair.· During the ·Summer of 1967, STARNS · 
personally owned .a· 1967 .O.ldsmobile, white over black? bearing -
Texas license KLX or KLW 491. 

/// 
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