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Mr o J 0 Ma INGRAM9 Ctash.ier 9 

Amer ice.an National B:ank 

• 

Identification orders were exhibited and 
delivered to the manager of each of the safe depo~it 
departments of e;ach of the banks without any recognition 
of RAY as having b®@n a past customer or as h~vi~g 
ac~ess to ~ny SAAf~ d@posit box on the d~te April 5 9 

1968~ Each of the bank officialst aft®r having ca~®®~ 
a che~k to be made of their entry cards for the p~rtinent 
datei - advised that rm customer who might conceivably be 
identical with RAY entered a box on that date" 
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After r@~ieiipt of info:rmati@n to th~ ®ffect thnt 
. ,mim.ong r~ccoveireid @ffe,~ts iibandonEHi by ~ubj@~'\t i> ther® W$.~ 

, ~ linen l~und.ry m.ark, 20=R=3 9 th®)l,"eOl!il 9 SA DAWID T .. DALY 
·on April 30 9 19689 determined fro~ laundrie~ i~ the 
Birmingham @:I"®~ 'tlhat 1i11.l thoug!h som~ ut iliz®d th@ Thi1;:rmco= 
Seal m~chin®p n@ne were located who h~w@ in the p~$t 
identif.i@«ll lincens in their laundries by th® m~rk ''.:0=R=3. 

VIRGIL ESC0 9 Plant Manager 9 ~yfield Cle~n@r~ 9 

219 $(!)tW.th 20th Str®~t, advised that they hav® iim tlhe past 
used the ml!lrk ~O=R=; how@ver 9 he found thi:S to b® $! \%'hit® 
and pink stripe ~nd a cloth m~rk. Therefore 9 it i~ filot 
identic:lil.l with the m~rk 20=R=3 which was fouu1M:i on the 
line~s in instant investig~ti~n. 

On the.possibility th~t subject RAY9 who has 
been kn.own to have purdu1~@d a used vehicle in the p~st 9 

may have ~g~in don@ so through the medium of cla~sifiea· 
~dvertisements in the d~ily pr~SS 9 ~ review of ~11 such 
~dis wa~ made by SAs R!CHJfRD D. SCHWEIN mid 'NEIL P$ MARTIN~ 
whirc h ad~ app.eared in the g0Birmingh8lnt P@st =H@r~1d0i 

(morning) ~nd th@ ouBirmingh~m New~ 00 (eweniIDlg) for i@l 

per:i.od whi.«!h was @@e~.ie«! to be pertifllent~ :Le. M!lll:rieh 21 = 
· . April 2» 1968G 

Aft~r ~u<eh l'C'iH1ieWS9 thre @W'lil@l"S (bf .~11 ~u<eh CCWll"S 

who hwid pl1ac;eid ~ds iwere conta<'!ted aind this ~tlount®d. to 
486 automobil®s; the p®rioil during whi<eh the prewiouns 
own~rs were contacted by SAs SCHWEIN and MARTIN wa~ from 
May 7-17 9 1968. In e~ch instancep th~ purcha~@r of the 
vehicle wars satisfactorily determined l!llot to b@ iderat i.cal 
with subject RAY. 

---------- ,,; 
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During th@ period ieovered by this repor't 9 

constant liaison has been maintained with the d~ily 
press ~nd t®l@wi~i@~ stations in the Birmingh~m ar®~. 
These outlets all h$V8 publicized the photogr&ll.phs of 
RAY effectively. 'The weekly Qf:Birmingham World 0v 9 wlhiclh 
has extensive ~ircularization among the Negro citizens 
of Birmingham 9 has also given promi~@nt. space to ~he 
publication of subject 0 s photographs and ~ews ite~~o 

In addition to. the above 9 SA ROBERT J. Y,iilRNAI4lL, 
through arrangements effected with Mr. SAM Co SP!~"EY9 

Executive Secretary 1 The Alabama Service Stati©fil 
Association 9 1102 South 20th Street~ ~ir~ingh~m9 ~aused 
~ fu.1'1· :page write;;,.up and pµotogr[tphs of· RAY to be 
published on page 5 of the April issue of the m~g~zi~® 
published by that a:s:sociat.ion. Tb.is public&.tion l"®a{;hes 
all service statiofilS in the Stat® of Al~b~~~. 

- . 

B~s®d on widespTe~d cow@rag~ th~ough n~w~ 
m.iedia, etc., 9 numerous :rr@ports have been receiv~d durfimg 
the period covered by this report wh®rein citiz®n~ haw® 
reported individuals resembling RAY., With@ut ©$'.Cepi.ti@n 
each of these instances received immedi~te [at tent ion by 
Agents of the Birmingham Office and ~11 ~uch ~a~~~ 
resulted in the p@sitive elimin$ltioim of the ®u~p®ctced 
individuals. Records of the:l:lle instanc®s &l!Jr@ mt.tintain@d 
in ~. separate ei~ction of the Birmingham :file in this 
matter. 
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By COllmlU!JrlliiCation t1:h1ted April ~6~ 19689 th@ 
Bureau m:ei.de av~ilable a list of motor w@hi~le~ ~t©l@m in 
Alabam~ as ~~~piled from information retained at NC!Ce 
The Mobile Office 9 under date of May 6 9 1968 9 transm11itt®~ 
to the Birmingham Office a list of those vehi~le~ st@len 
in the Birmingh~m t@rr i t«>ry du!' ing the pert in@mrt p@riod. 
At the present time the Birmingham Office is eng$._;®d in 

,,1~~t<ermining whether subject Riff may hawe be@n. :rtefSl)P(l)JllSible ,~r the theft ~f one of these vehicles. · 
, ·i 

\:~°:'" · In ~ddition thereto 1 . the B:i.rm;i.ngham Police · 
Department 9 when previously contacted 9 ~dwis@~ that the 
Auto Theft Squad of that department will without ~jll;~@ption 
compare aimy latent fingerprints <a>IDi any vehicle ~tolen in 

•, -:, ·the State of Georgi~ 1ltimd '.f~~overed ~t Birmingh~m. Speei~l 
,):_;; {~ttent ion has been afforded by the Birmingh~mm Pol ic~ 

:~ :,Department to any car reported stolen in Georgi$ 
:,,:·i immediately prior to or sh©rtly ~:fe'ter the dat®» April 6, 

··1968. , . 

In addition t¢>. t hE;) above 9 ea<eh Interstiart® . 
'l'Tansportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle (ITS)W) ©~se 9 

which had be@n pending in the Birmingh~m Offi~e involwing 
$~ unkno~n subject either 6t@~ling a c~~ ifil the Birmingh~m 
territory and abandoniJmg same in Atlant~ t~rritory or·wiiee 
versa, ha_s been rewiew®d :and special ;att®ntioim giv~n tCOl 
any witnesses to the theft or recovery of su~h wehi~l®o 
To· date 9 no such w1.it.ness has id®nti:fied RAY ~s b®ing ~ 
possible suspect i~ ~ny of those caseso · 
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The following inve$tigation was condu~ted by SA 
ROB.ACE He WILLIS ifil a~ effort to identify the operator of 
a'ili automobile displayin:ng Alabama license tag 42-7866 at 
Chicago 9. Illinois., oim April 19, 1968 .• 

I~ the late evening of April 19, 1968, GENE PANELL, 
Alabama St$te Trooper 9 Florence, Alabama, advised. his office 
at Flore~ce and De~atur, Alabama, had no record of the above 
lice~s® plate 9 and stated the registration pertaining to 
this tag could be obtained from the Probate Judge's Office, · 
Moulton, Alabama 9 on April 22, 1968. 

On April 22, 1968, records ot the Probate Judge's 
Office, ,l4oulton, Alabama, reflected the following infprma- -
tton relating to this license plate. It was ·issued to 
EDGAR Fe BORDEN, Moult·o:n, Alabama, for a 1966 Chevrolet 
Cheve.lle, VXN 1381~8(or A) 176978, on March 12, 1968. 

Mrso JU.ANITA JACKSON iSS\ied the plate, -and MJ"S. 
JACiKSO~ stated she did not recall what the person buying 
this tag looked· like.· After viewing a. pbotograph of JAMES 
EARL-MY, she stated she had no recollection of ever having 
seen an individual resembling RAYo · 

Comiderable i@vestigation was conducted April 22 · 
through April 24, 1968, iIDl an. unsuccessful effort to identify 
EDGAR F o BORDENo . 

0~ April 24, 1968, TOM PETTUS, County, Attorney, 
advised he handled ai divorce for EDGAR Te· BORDEN from Cook 
County, Illinois~ in., 1957, an.d PETTUS' record$ sb.owed that 
EDGAR '?l.\ BORDEN, wife W.ALCIE BORDEN, had a son named EI>Q~R 
FLOWD BORDENo . . 

Mrs. WAI.JCIE JOHNSON was located on Rural RQute, 
Moulton, Alabama, and advised she had a son, EDGAR FLOYD 
BORDEN, who was in Alabama in March 1968 and purchased a 
license plate for his Chevrolet Chevelle automobile at that 
time. She said this son was now ;in the process of .. 'moving 
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from 2J44 Sac .. wame~to 9 ihiffilg© 9 Illinois, to 2324 Greenwood 
St~eet, San A~g@lo 9 xas, i~ care of ERWIN BORDEN. She 
~®SC~ib~d EOO;AR FL,._'O'i'fD O~EN ~$ follows: 

A~ 25 
:oat~ of Birth 

Lawrence County, Alabama 
Eeight 5v 5qt or ai1 

W@ight 132 
Hair Dark 
Eyes Brown 
~l"l tal Status Married 
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9iLon.ely Hearte~ Type Organizations 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA 9 S ROBERT Mo BARRETT and WILLIAM Ao SAVCIER: 

A review of the Birmingham telephone and c~ty 
directories was made on May 14 1 1968, for any "lonely •. 
heart" type organization~, with negative result$. The· 
only exceptions noted were the listings for Electra- . . .. 
Date Corporation, and Computa-Date Corporation, Homewood,. 
Alabama, a Birmingham suburb. · · 

On May 14, 1968, BILLY SELLERS, President, . 
Electra-Date Corporation, #9 N.W. 23rd Avenue, Birmingbam; 
Alabama, checked his ~ecords through the ·use of a · · 
computer, for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his.· 
true name or known aliases, without affecting any ident­
ification. He did locate a record for one EVERETT s~ . 
RAY, P. o. Box 4231, Memphis, Tennessee, telephone 
276-1217. This RAY is a white male, age 44, sts",'·136 
pounds, does not dance, does smoke, and is a welder. 

SELLERS said_he would carefully scrutinize·a11 
subsequent applications, and should he receive any for· 
anyone having the same description, likes, dislikes and. 
preferences as does JAMES EARL RAY, SELLERS would 
immediately notify the FBI. 

On May 14, 1968, RICHARD SAUNDERS, owner of 
Computa-Date Corporation, Homewood, Alabama, advised his 
business .is engaged in pr~viding dates for both males 
and females, through an electronic computer $ystem. He 
added he presently has 28 offices in the Southeastern 
section of the United States, which includes the states. 
of Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and Mississippi •. 
He searched his records through the use of hi,s computer,.· 
for any record of JAMES EARL RAY, under his true name 
or known aliases, with negative results. SAUNDERS said· 
he would immediately notify the- FBI should he· receive 
any application from anyone resembling JAMES EARL RAY, 
in any manner, or which application would be ~f inter.est 
to the FBI. 
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