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On April 22, 1968, the following investigation was
‘conducted by SA ROBERT BLUM RASCOE at St. James Trade School
in Sprlngfaeld Illinois:

Brother Aequlduls advised that he had a Franklin
Ryan in attendance from June, 14, 1958, until January ,
" 1959, He advised that he had no personal records available
which might be of lead value, and that the above dates were all
that indicated that FRANKLIN RYAN had ever attended this school.
He advised that he had no record of any FRANKLIN DEILANO
(BUZZIE) RYAN, A check of the name RAY prov1ded no infor-
mation which might be of lead value, - :

On April 20, 1968, MELBA MARIE RYAN, Sister of
subject, advised that a brother, FRANKLIN DELANO RYAN
had drowned in the Mississippi River in approximately 1963,
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On 4/24/68, the following 1nvest1"at10n was conaucted
by SA ROBERT BLUil RAS”OF at Springfield Illinois:

Right Reverend Monsenrour CASSIN, Director of Catholic
Ch%rity of Springfield, 830 Fast Monroe Street Springfield, Ill-
inois, advised timat he would not disclose
CASSIN said

have no knowledge of his brother JAMES EARL RAY. He further ad-.
vised that it was his opinion that to release the names of the
plus their whereabouts would only bring grief and
Anjury. to a family and.to the young boy who he felt should not be
1nvolved with the e]ement being 1nvest1gated in thls matter.

Miss. AGNUS GIBBONS Clerk, Domestlc Relatlons Branch
of Sangamon Count C1rc Court advised. that she could not
produce the i of with out

a court order e1ng obta;ned frOm one of the Ju ges.

: On thls date, Judve DOUGLAS issued .a. court order on thlS
date to have the records checked and the records were rev1ewed in
the office at the County- Bulidlng. :

- The records reflected the‘folloWing inforhafiopt;

who .gave their
The. natural mother"
is .listed as being MARY LUCILLE (MAHR) RYAN
father is listed as JERALD EDWARD RYAN. The bovy's
birth place was listed as- Qulncyl Illlnois, Adams County,.- on

In a correspondence dated 2/68, —‘—"
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ave his present address as
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F, JOIN and JERRY RAY
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Re: JOHN LARRY RAY:

Springfield indices reflect a closed Selective
Service case for subject's brother, JOHN LARRY
RAYNS, also known as Jack Rayns, also known as John.
. Larry Ray. A review of the file was made by SA WILLIAM
. ROBERTS, IXI and the only new information developed was
the name of an aunt of the subject MILDRED MAHER, listed address
as 1118 East-~ 74th Street, Alton, Illinois,
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are CARDL RYAXN, 1727 South 11th,

and CARCL ROGERS, 1701 Vashipgton, -

! 2 in the £ile of RBYIAN ar
brothexr JRRRY DYAE ol ove mentioned, who was
‘lay G, 1990 fro-‘* JERRY was charpged x
—and va ill’nois hnuo lis
i - brotler was UAKBS g
shown, It could not
‘is identical with subject.

Othes relatives noted in the f£ile were MARY
MANER, Tremont Hotel, Quinzy, Iilinois, who is the granauomner
of JOIN TARRY RYAW, Other outgolng communlcations were
to RALYI HCQUARD, Indiamapoiis, Indiana, no other address
-showm, and & cormunication in 1550 was d*fbctﬁﬁ te JANES
B, RAY, addressed to Leavenworth Prisen,’ Xan A gain,
is not kno‘n or is it shown by the record thai this '
JAMES L, RAY is identical with subject,

Correspor ence noted in the file of JERRY RV
. were outgoing ccumunigations going to PAT WITP, 3971 Vs
‘Minister, St. Louis, lisscuri, end RURY DO3YHS, 3971 Wc

AT
RN
3}
51

MiniO*er, St, Louis, lilsgouri ., One comnmunication was acq 'essed

to JERRY LAhC“81LR 4431 Yort h 19th Stxceb, St. Louls, M sourl,

As above c"‘a'i:cd the relatives shown for Loxh
JWRRY RXAN and JOHI LARRY RYAJ vere i gntical. 'in each .
file,

. o3 -
\ 1

No other informatidn helpful ¢o this investigation
was noted in these files. |

__————-—-"‘ -
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G. RUBY CARPENTER
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/ On 4/23/68, RUBY CARPENTIER, 630 North Sixth Street,

[ cuincy, Illinois, was interviewed at her home by SA ELYOJ

"+ H, DAVIS and SA MACK VWV, OLIVER. She furnished the follow-
ing infcramation, .

. In 1952, she was working in Quincy, Illinois at
the Lincoln-Douglas Hotel. Also working at the hotel at
that time was a JAMES GERALD RAY, She and RAY started
going together and left Quincy, Illinois together and
went to St. Louis, Missouri to live. :

. She stated at the time she. left Guincy with RAY,
he was married to LUCILLE RAY or LUCILLE RINE, RAY and
his wife LUCILLE had seven childrea by their marriage to
her kanovwledge. These included JAMES EARL RAY, JOHN RAY, :
also kinown as JACK RAY or JACK RINE, JEIRY RAY, CAROL RAY,
FRANKLIN D, RAY, SANDRA-RAY, and " ,

v She .stated that before the RAY family moved. to
Quincy, Illinois from Ewing, Missouri, the Tather, JAMES
'GERALD RAY had obtained a job with the Chicago, Burlington
- and Quincy Railroad and had moved from Ewing, Missouri...
to Galesburg, Illinois where he worked for = short time -
-as a switchman. He obtained a Social Security card before
starting to work for the railroad under the name of RAYNES
~and he used the name of RAYNES during the time that she
-lived with RAY in St. Louis.' She advised that she and
RAY lived togéther in St. Louis from 1952 until 1961 and .
on 8/1/81, she married JAMES -GERALD RAY at Palmyra, Mis-
souri, the marriage vows and services being performed- by
. the Methodist minister in that town. They 1ived together -
starting on that date on farm, Rural Route .1, Clarence,.
Missouri.and this continued until RAY left her in Decem-
‘ber of 1963. ‘She then obtained a.divorce from RAY “in
- Palmyra, iissouri in 1964 and- returned to Quincy, Illinois,
he stated that after he left her, JAMES GERALD RAY. moved
to Centew, ilissouri where he has .continued: to reside on - -
. a farm. ) S ' .

Rie s el . -
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. JAMES EARL RAY was caught as scon as possible so that

‘ considers JACK RAY or JACX RINZ to be closer to JAMES EAAL

. :St. Louis,. Missouri, BShe advised that during this period-
“of tisme, she and JAMES GERALD RAY were living on 1727

" worked at one of the bakormcs in St. Louis around 1958,

. movcd to 0111euce Ilcsourl on 8/1/61

561

She advised that she has been in frequent coutazt
with JAMES GERALD RAY since their separation in 1963 and
that MELBA MARIE RVYAN, the daughter of JAMES GERALD RAY
also lives in Quincy and she occasionally is in contact
with MILBA., She advised however that she has not been
in contact with MELBA since Christmas, 1937 until 4/15/86S
when MELBA called her to talk 'to her -concerning JAMES
EARL RAY and RAY being charged concerning the shooting.
of MARTIN LUTHER KING. She advised also on that date she
had teleohon1017ly contacted - JAMES GERALD RAY and at
that time the father had stated that he hoped his son,

this thing would end. She advised that she is certain
that JAMES GERALD RAY does not know of the whereabouts.
of his son JAX¥AS FEARL RAY, She stated that at the presént
time, JAMES GERALD RAY was using the nzme of GEREY RAYHES,

She advised that of the entire RAY. family, she

RAY than any of the remaiander of the family. She stated
that the only time that JAMES EARL RAY ever lived with
JAMES GERALD RAY and herself was som2time around 1959
when he worked as a baker in St. Louis.- She. stated that
during this period of time, he also resided with his
mother aad grandmother, Mrs, MAHER. at 1913 Hickory Street,

St Louls

Soutp 11th Street Alssoqu.

She aevwsad that JAMES EA?L RAY is suooosoo to .
have learned the trade of*g baker in- prison and that' he.

She had no idea as to the nqme of the bakery or-the exact
location., She stated that he also had khis own apartment

‘while in St. Louis as well as living with both his mother

and his father. She- stated that she had not .seen him oot T
since. he went to prisoa arouad 1960 and has had no contact

“with JAMES. EARL RAY since’ she and the subject's Iath

She - aqv1Sed that the suOJect's father JAIE
GERALD RAY was an excellent car salesaman and did quite well
as a car -salesman Tor, a used car lot in St, Louis. ‘Since
1961 “however, he hao worked oOn a farm, first, the one

ERAR
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owned by her at Clarence, Missouri and ‘afterwards on a
farmn at Center, Missouri.

She advised that he has nevar married and she
does not know of any closz girlfr’enda of JAMES LARL RAY.
She advised that she ‘did not Know of the identity of aany
girliriends. ‘ : '

RUBY PE ITER stataed that she is certain that
JAMBES BRARI, RAY cdoes not know of her present whereabouts.

LTt

She stated that she is praesently employed babyglbt;ug and

doing housework for various individuals 1a Quincy and’
that in the eveat she learns something concerning JAMNES
EARIL, RAY's whereabouts, she w111 immedi uely notify the
FBI.

: The Harboring Statute was explained by SA DAVIS
to RAUBY CARLEHTER,
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- The following investigation was conducted by SA
.ELYON H. DAVIS: _ ~ : :

‘ On May 1, 1968, m 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, -Illinois, age 16, advise at RUBY CARPENTER is

. employed at his home as' a babysitter and housekeeper

during the daytime for the nine SHELTON minor children.
After viewing a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, SHELTON

" advised that this individual had never been tc his house

to his knowledge and he has never heard RUBY CARPENTER
mention JAMES EARL RAY. . He advised that he would.
immediately notify SA DAVIS of any information coming
to his ~attention concerning any visitors to the home
of RUBY CARPENTER and concerning JAMES EARL .RAY.
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The following 1nvest1gat1on was conducted by SA
ELYON H, DAVIS: .

On May 3, 1968, RUBY CARPENTER, 630 North Sixth
Street, Quincy, IllinOlS was re-1nterv1ewed at her  home
and furnlshed the followzng information:

She has had no contact with anyone who has any
 information concerning the whereabouts or activities of
JAMES EARL RAY since last being contacted by the FBI,. '

She advised that definitely JAMES EARL RAY had
lived with RUBY CARPENTER and her former husband, JAMES
GERALD RAYNES who was commonly known as JERRY RAYNES or
JERRY ' RAYNS ‘in St. Louis, Missouri, sometime around 1959
or 1960, ‘Also, during this period of time, JAMES EARL
RAY had resided with his mother, LUCILE RYAN and grandmother,
Mrs, MAHER, in St. Louis, This was shortly before he was
sent to prison to ‘the Missouri State’ Penltentlary in either
1959 or 1960,

o Sometime during the period of time while JAMES -
~ EARL RAY was in St. Louis, Missouri, around 1959 or 1960 .
he definitely made a trip to‘Mexico. She had no -idea as
‘to the location of the town in Mexico that he visited;
however, she remembered hearing him speak of his trip. into
Mexico. . .

Vi LR

_ She advised that.on the ‘previous day, May 2, 1968
Mrs FRANK FULLER, 601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illz.no:!.s, had
visited in RUBY CARPENTER'sS home Mrs. MABEL FULLER, at that
time, had advised that she hdd heard nothing concernlng JAMES |
EARL RAY's whereabouts and she stated that Mrs. FULLER did~
not know anything concerning the activities of RAY, - She
‘stated that Mrs, FULLER has always been very .defensive
concerning her relatives and that Mrs. FULLER stated that
she did not believe her nephew, JAMES, EARL RAY, commltted
any crime or was involved in any way in the death of Dr.-
MARTIN LUTHER KING :
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- RUBY CARPENTER advised that she had not recently
~talked to MELBA MARIE RYAN but that when last contacted. by
MELBA RYAN approximately one week before, MELBA had no
information concerning the activities of JAMES EARL RAY,
and had no information concerning his whereabouts. RUBY
CARPENTER stated she doubted very much that JAMES EARL
RAY would ever contact MELBA RYAN,

RUBY CARPENTER advised that she felt that her
former husband, JERRY RAYNES, has had his phone ‘disconnected
inasmuch as she had tried several times during the past few.
days to call JERRY RAYNES at Center, Missouri, She stated
that he has been 'very jumpy" concerning JAMES EARL RAY and
that she feels this is the reason that RAYNES had his phone
disconnected., §She stated that she is tempted to call RAYNES
and was told that the phone was disconnected; however, she
stated that a telephone strike was in existence and the
possibility was that the calls did not go through,

‘Mrs. CARPENTER advised that she had no idea as to
the present whereabouts of JAMES EARL RAY's brothex JERRY
RAY or JERRY RYAN who is supposed to have disappeared from
the Chicago area, She advised that sometime around April
25, 1968, JERRY RAY had called her from Chicago, Illinois,
and asked her to speak to a Life magazine reporter, At
that time, JERRY RAY had indicated that he wished his brother
would surrender to the FBI

' She advised that she has not been contacted by :
CAROL PEPPER in any way and‘has .no idea as to CAROL's present
address, She also stated she had no information concerning
the present whereabouts or address of JAMES. EARL RAY's sister
SUSAN; however, she did think SUSAN was in Chicago, Illinois,

Mrs, CARPENTER advised that. she personally has very
few visitors and every Monday through Friday she leaves her
home ‘at approximately 6:30 a.m, and walks to 404 Oak Street
in Quincy, Illinois, where she is employed by the Child Welfare
Department of the State of Illinois, as a babysitter and house~

_keeper in the daytime for the HOMER SHELTON family. She advised

-
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that HOMER SHELTON has nine minor children and that HOMER
SHELTON's wife died in March, 1968, and she has been
employed as a housekeeper for him since that time, She
usually returns home in the afternoon sometime between
4:00 and 5:00 p.m., after HOMER SHELTON returns homé from
work. She stated that.HOMER SHELTON is employed at
Moorman's Manufacturing Company .

: " RUBY CARPENTER advised that she did not feel
that JAMES EARL RAY would have any information as to her
present location. She again expressed the desire to aid

" the FBI in the apprehension of JAMES EARL RAY and stated
that she would furnish any information that came to her
attention concerning RAY's whereabouts or activities,

RUBY CARPENTER advised that her son JEROME
CARPENTER is still in the Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jefferscon City, Missouri, for the crime of murder
‘and she does not feel that he would have any information
concerning the whereabouts of activities of JAMES EARL
RAY. .

On. May 3 1968, HOMER SHELTON, 404 Oak Street,
Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed and advised that RUBY
- CARPENTER is employed'on a-dailly basis as a babysitter
and housekeeper for his children at that address while
he is working., SHELTON advised that he has nine minor
.children and three-are.not in school and that his wife
died in March, 1963, He stated he has no information
concerning any visitors who'may have visited RUBY
CARPENTER during the daytlmesat his home, He stated
that she has never mentioned JAMES EARL RAY.to him and
after viewing photographs of RAY, adv1sed that RAY has .
never been to his home and that he has never seen JAMES.
EARL RAY. .SHELTON advised that he would notify the FBI
of any information he learns concerning anyone- contacting
RUBY -CARPENTER or. any information concerning JAMES EARL
"RAY.
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The following 1uvest1gatlon was conducted by
SA ELYON H., DAVIS at Qulncy, Illinois,

.On May 1, 1968, Sergeant ROLAND HANSON, Quincy,
Illinois Police Departmen advised that he re91des at
606 North Sixth Street, Qulncy, Illinois. He advised that
RUBY CARPENTER who- r651des at 630 North Sixth Street is a
neighbor of Sergeant HANSON. HANSON advised that he would
notify the FBI of any visitors to or firom the CARPENTER
residence. Sergeant HANSON advised that Miss CARPENTER
does not ‘have many visitors and only goes to and from work
each day after which time she seems to reside at her home
by herself and she has very little contact with hey neigh-~
-bO.LS

On May 10, 1968 and May. 13, 196 Sergeant HANSON
adv1sed that he has not observed any v1»1ﬁors to theRUBY
CARPENTER home since last being contacted by SA DAVIS.

Spot surveilances on a daily bzsis were conducted
- by 'SA ELYON H. DAVIS and SA MACK OLIVER at the residence of
630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, for the period of
May 1, 1968 through May 10, 1988, During this period of
time, no visitors were observed entering or leaving the
RUBY CARPENTER home at that address,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

May 23, 1968

Dote.

- RUBY SMITH.CARPENTER was reinterviewed at her
home, 630 North Sixth Street, Quincy, Illinois, after
she telephonically contacted SA DAVIS and requested to”
be reinterviewed by hln.

Mrs. CARPENTER furnished to SA DAVIS the
following written statement which she stated she had
written to give as exact account as possible of her
knowledge of JAMES EARL RAY. The statement was on both
sides of a white plece of paper and read as follows.

“"Mr. Elyon Davis - Since you were here the last
time I have ‘thought of some things I would like to make
clear, things I did not think of at first. First I know
nothing of the whereabouts of James Earl Ray. I have
seen. him perhaps 6 times, the last in 1958 I believe.
2nd I know nothing about any unlawful acts of any of the
Ray, Rayns, Ryan family. The only one of the family I
have been closely associated with is the father, James
.Gerald Ray, who was my husband for about 3 years. We
were divorced the 9th of December 1963. 3rd I have
always lived an honest.and lawabiding life. I have
worked hard and supported myself entirely for 16 years
and have helped others a great deal besides. Everything
I have or ever had has been from honest and respectful
work. No one has ever given my anything except my
father, who left me some money at his death. 4th I would
not accept anything obtained dishonestly if 1t were offered
to me, which was not. .

"I have seen many errors printed about the family.
The headlines of the Herald Whig stating Ray's father has
long local criminal record.! An article in Chicago Daily

- News by Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson stating the children

were adopted by various persbns. None of the children were
. adopted unless perhaps — They also stated
James. Earl Ray was the product of -a broken home. How could

he be when he was .24 years old when the father left the-
home, and had been living away from home sevcral years prlor,

on_ 5/20/68 . _ Quincy; I1linois . . - pyes SI 44-561

-

SA ELYON H. DAVIS =~ <% ./smr 5/22/68

Date dictated

This document contains nelfher recommendations nor conclusions of fhe FBI. It is the property of the FBI dnd is loaned to your agency:

,:gzgsf—”: .

. if ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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"This statement is written by me and is true and

sincere. -

"/s/ Ruby Smith .Carpenter
"May 15, 1968"

Mrs. CARPENTER advised that her former husband,
JAMES GERALD RAY, is Stlll residing in Center, Missouri, under
the name of JERRY RAYNS, and that he had his phonc changed to
an unlisted phone in order that he would not be bothered by -
crank calls. She stated that she is in contact occasionally
with MELBA MARIE RYAN, the sister of JAMES EARL RAY, and with
Mrs. FRANK FULLER, the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY.. She stated that
all members of the famlly tell her that they have no
information concerning JAMES EARI RAY's whereabouts and will
cooperate in the location of RAY.

Mrs. CAPPEWLER'adv1Ded that she could not furnish
any further information otner than that previously furnished
. to the FBI.
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H. EARL EVERETT RAY
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: On April 22, 1968, BILL KAUFMAN, Illinois State Board of
Probation and Parole, adv1sed of the ;ollow1ng re captloned individua
subgect’s uncle-

EARL RAY also lnown as Earl Everett Ray, James Ryan,
James Mc Carthy, James Patrick Clancy, Joe Roe, White,
‘male, date of birth, | place of birth, Quincy, Illinois,
and as of 1949, 5' 91" in height, 178 pounds, dark gray hair,
light blue eyes, W1fe -~ AUDREY, divorced 1950, last known
address, 1439 Cherry Street, Qulncy, 1111n01s, criminal record
dateing back to 1916, Menard Illinois State Prison
Numbers 6588 and 21025, Incarceratod at Menard 1925 to
1933 (assault to klll) and 1948 to 1955 (assault to mayhem -
threw acid in wife's iace),_no FBI number available,
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On 4/22/68 Chief RAY WELSH, Quincy, Illinois
Police Department, made available the records of the
Quincy Police Department of EARL EVERETT RAY.

The files showed that. EARL EVERETT RAY is
holder of Peoria, Illinois PD #14439 and that on o
8/23/43 LEARL RAY, 1401 Cherry Street, was arrested for
throwing acid in the face of his wife, Mrs. EARL RAY.
This case was later closed and no prosecution was ‘
1nvolved '

The file showed that EARL RAY was 43 years of
age in 1943. On 8/25/47 EARIL RAY was wanted by the
Quincy PD on an assault to kill charge. This apparently
also involved his wife. On 9/10/48 the files contain
information that EARL RAY and his wife were involved in
a fight and that her sister, DORIS, was a witness. At
that time Mrs. RAY moved to 1403 Cherry Street and her
sister was DORIS GODMAN, 645 College Street.

) On 7/24/55 EARL RAY was arrested for the assault
of YVONNE MC -GINBERG, 415 York Street, Quinecy, Illinois:

T On 8/59 EARL. RAY was arrested for assault and.
battery and the victims were. AUDREY RAY, wife, and LEONA
FERGUSON. This occurred at” 1403 Cherry Street, Quincy,
.Illinois, after he had hit AUDREY RAY in the mouth and
LEONA FERGUSON in the stomach. At that time EARL RAY was
living at 1415 Cherry Street, Quincy, Illinois. -
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AT GALESBURG, ILLINOIS:

On April 26, 1968, Mr, C, D, IREY, Special Agent,
C B & Q Railroad, stated that a review of the employment files
listed a file on EARL EVERETT RAY, subject's uncle, 164 South
Academy Street, Galesburg, Illinois, He showed a previous
address of 128 North 5th Street, Quincy, Illinois and listed LOUISA
RAY as his Mother, The file indicated that he worked for the
railroad for the period November 4, 1944, to November 17, 1944,
13 days. He listed former employment of April, 1934 to
June, 1944 with Sunset Amusement Company, Excellsior Springs,
Missouri and C B & Q Railroad, Omaha, Nebraska, and W, A, COLE,
a fellow employee, does not necall RAY ¥ S

Name checks at the Galesburg, Police Department,
Knox County Sheriff's Office and the Credit Bureau failed .
to develop any information., The former residence
area of 164 South Academy is now a cemetary.
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Y. WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER
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WILLIAM E., MAHER, Uncle of JAMES EARL RAY, was located
at 712 Brown Street, Alton, Yllinois April 22, 1968‘ He
stated prior to RAY's entry into the Army, he worked at
a shoe tannery, Hartford, Illinois, where he became
associated with 1nd1v1dua1 who had pro-Nazi leanlngs and
RAY became anti-Negro and anti-Jewish as a result. " In mllltary
serv1ce, RAY was in Germany where oplnlon crystalizged,

MAHER stated he 1ast saw RAY 1€ or 12 years ago and to
his knowledge RAY has not been in Alton since 1959 when he
was involved in an armed robbery. He stated he could suggest
no one in the Alton area acquainted with RAY or to whom RAY might
turn for help. '

The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by
.88 ROBERT C, HAINES: :

WILLIAM and MILDRED MAHER, 712 Brown Street,
Alton, Illinois advised they are the uncle and aunt of
JAMES EARL RAY, They have advised that RAY has not been in
contact with them for 10 or 12 years; that they do not belleve he
will contact them since they had a falling out when they last -
were together and that if RAY does contactthem, or they think or
anything that might be pertinent regarding h1m, they would get
in touch with the FBI promptly.

with regard to. other relatlves of RAY, Mr. and Mrs.

,J;! )
Mrs. MARY MAHER, %

. - Grandmother, N
deceased

- LUCILLE RYAN,
. Mother .
_ Deceased,_
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- The following investigation was conducted by
SA FRANK E, CORN, SR, and SA ROBERT C, HAINES: _

AT ALTON, XYLLINOIS: .

) From Nay 2, through May 14, 1968, physical aurveillance
of the residence of WILLIAM MAHER, 712 Brown Street, .
was instituted on a daily basis at varying times of the day and
evening hours,

No-unusﬁal activity was noted during these surveillances.
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J. Mrs, FRANK (MABLE)
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On Apr11 20, 1968, Mrs. MABLE FULLER, nee Ray,
Paternal Aunt of SubJect Quinty, Illln01s, stated very
little contact with any member of family. No information regarding
subject's whereabouts of or background. She last heard ~
that SUSAN, subject's sister, in Chicago and married. Uncle,
WILLIAM MAHER, an advertising service man and paint contractor
as of 1960, believed either deceased or in San Francisco, California.
VWILLIAM MAHER was born- and has FBI #
768642, ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1 o AL
gz

T
prey

e, LR T

oy

SI 44-56).
EHD:xras
1 .

The following individuals in Quincy, Illinois, were

- recontacted by SA ELYON H, DAVIS on the dates indicated by

cach name, at which time they could not furnish any 1nlormat10n.
not alleady furnished coqcexnln this matter:

WALTER TERRY RIFE
Virginia Hotel
April 30, 1968

SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER
Virginia Hotel

April 25, 1968 and
April 30, 1968

ART CONNORS
Virginia Hotel -
April 30, 1968

EARL JACK HILAND
Sky Ride Inn Tavern
April 30, 1968

On April 26, 1968, MARGARET ROTﬂ, Assistant Manager,

“Credit Bureau of Qulqcy, Inc., 226 North 5th -Street, Quincy,

Illinois, advised SA ELYCN H. DAVIS that FRANK FULLER and wife,

--MABEL RAY FULLER, re51ded at 2601 Chestnut Sireet, Qu1ncy,

Illinois, as of Aprll 1,/71967. This was the last entry in
the file, In 1958, FRAN ; FULLER was working for Heck Vending
Machine Company, QUlnCy, 1111n01s . The file showed he .was
68 years of age in 1967 aﬁd\elther retired or unemployed.

The Credit Bureau did not contain any information as to
relatives and the credit of the FULLER family was good.

. MABEL RAY FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy,
Illinois, was reinterviewed on April 26, 1968 by SA's
ELYON H, DAVIS and FRANK J. HABERSHAW _

Mrs. FULLER furnished the follow1ng 1nf0rmatlon

- She has recelved no information concernlnd JAHES

EARL RAY since last being interviewed by the T ARCHED DL e nwny ‘1
7

not seen RAY since 1935 when her mother , _the g%ﬁgppt}wﬂ O 5
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JAMES EARL RAY, died. He apparently arrived at the fuperal
services by himself and left by himself, : -

. She advised'that'she'isAthe sister of JAMES GERALD
RAY, the father of JAMES EARL RAY. She has not been JAMES

.GERALD RAY for a number of years and has not had any close.

contact with her -brother JAMES GERALD RAY,

She stated that JAMES EARL RAY served in the United
States Army in Germany, near .the end of World War II, or after
the war and this is the only overseas travel concerning RAY
of which she has any knowledge. She stated that she did not
consider herself to be the favorite aunt of JAMES EARL RAY,
She stated that before he entered the service in the middle
1940's, he had lived with the grandmother named MAHER, in
Alton, Illinois, and -apparently he had worked for Some
"leather making outfit" in Alton. '

: Mrs. FULLER advised that all of the children of
the RAY family were apparently put out for adoption some

time around 1952 and that she perso id not know there
had been a RAY child by the name of N S

She advised that until the FBI contacted her con-

‘cerning JAMES EARL RAY, she did not even know that his mother

- LUCILLE was dead, _ oL e

She advised thZt while JAMES EARL RAY was in prison

.at-Jefferson City, Missouri, she had sent him mail on a- number

.0f occasions and had on ocgasion sent him small quantities of

money. She stated that he had sent her two or three Christmas
cards and this was the only contact she had with him. '

Mrs. FULLER advised that épparently she had not

been on JAMES EARI, RAY's mailing list while in the penitentiary .

and he had smuggled out through other visitors and inmates

Christmas cards to her on two or three occasions. These

in turn were mailed to her, - oo

©..,. She.advised that on each one of these cards, he
had ‘signed them "JIMMY". ) :

- N
-
-t

[y

3
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She adVlSed that EARL RAY was her brothsr and that

- he had died in Buffalo, New York, a numher of years ago,.
- She stated that JAMES EA 2L RAY probably had.no knowledge

of the death of EARL RAY or the wheroabouts of EARL RAY
at the tlme of death.

Mrs. FULLER advised that she and her husband are’

_retired and spend almeost all of ‘their time at home, She
~ stated they have very few visitors and she has practically

no contact with other members of the RAY family.

She advised that she would cooperate with the
FBI in this matter and furnish any information that comes
to her attention.

FRANK FULLER, 2601 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois,
advised that he is the husband of MABEL RAY FULLER and that
she is the aunt of JAMES EARL RAY, .

‘ FRANK FULLER advised he has no contact with members
of the RAY family and he had no information ccncerning the
whereabouts, activities or associates of JAMES EARL RAY.

FRANK FULLER advised he will furnish any information
concerning any member of this famlly to the ¥BI,

e e e s i e e
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The Lollowwnv 1nveqt1gatlon was conducted b/
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois,

°  "ELMER BECKMAN, 2505 Chestnut. Street, Quincy,
Illinois, advised that the FRANK TFULLER Iam11y resides at
2801 Chestnut Street, Quincy, Illinois and that the family
solely consists of FRANK FULLER and his wife MABEL FULLER.
'BECKMAN advised that he after viewing photographs of JAMES
FARL RAY, had never seen this individual at the FULLER's
house and he would immediately advise the FBI of any infor-
mation concerning the activities of the FRANK FULLER fam-
ily. He advised that FRANK FULLER is retired and that
he and his wife spend almost all of their time at their
- own home., Occasionally, FRANK FULLER might work at a
tavern in Quincy, Illinois, if a bartender could not be
found a tavern on some given date, :

ELMER BECKMAN was contacted concerning the activ-

ities at the FRANK FULLER house on May 1, 1868, May 6, 1968,
and May 9, 1968, and on each occasion, BECKMAN advised that
there had been no Vlsltocs to the FULLER hoase during that
period of time.

. Surveilances were conducted by SA ELYON H, DAVIS
and SATMACK OLIVER on thé residence at 2601 Chestnut Street
on a spot basis daily from May 1, 1968 to May 10, 1963,

In this period o6f time,-no:activity was observed at the
FULLER home and no v1s1tors vere, observed at the FULLER
home © T
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IV. ASSOCIATES OF JAMES EARL RAY
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A, WALTER TERRY RIFE

?
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The following 1nvest1gat10n was conducted by’
SA LARRY W, GREEN: '

The following correspondents were shown in WALTER
T. RIFE's correspondence flle #31326 at Menard Prison,
Menard, Illinois:

Frequent letters to his wife, JAN RIFE, 1508
North Autumn, Peoria, Illinois; )prostltuce) :

Mother~in-law, Mrs, FRANK (JULYA) OWEN 1508
North Autumn Lane, Peorla, Illinocis;

- _ Other Miscellaneous Correspondence:

U.S, D1sc1p11nary Barrack
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas

GEORGE GINOS
Hillsboro, Illinois, June 19,

LEON SUTHERLAND,

First National Bank Bulldlng,
Peoria, Illlnois,

July 7, 1964

HAROLD HASON _

527 South Adams,

Peoria, Illinois’

July 13, ‘1965 s,
.",4

.Peoria County Bar mesoc1at10n,

Box 209, )

Peoria, Illln01s,

July 17, 1964;

CECIL MC CRACKEN,.
Greenville, 1111n01s
Circuit Court Clerk,
December 10, 1964;
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Bond Cdunty State's Attorney
December 15, 1964;

JAMES BAILEY (rejob);
Pekin, Illinois
RR 2,

_.November 3 1965'
JOHN F GRADY
9 North County Street,
Waukegan,.1111n01s
April 25, 19663

LAST ADDRESS: (May 19, 1966) paroled to FRANK OWENS
- . - 1508 Peorla .
(assumed 1508 North Autumn)

PREVIOUS INCARCERATION: ‘Joliet Prison
. : . . April 16, 1959,
‘No. 22-674

BROTHER ¢ FRED RIFE,
. Lanarﬁ 1111n01s

SISTER: - BETTY VOSS
: 227 Truman .
" Lanark, Illinois;

., LINDA NIEDERS
: --:~—-”Genera1 Delivery

1% Christopher, Illinois; "

L -
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