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The following agencies at Harl;"i.sburg, Illinois, 
were checked with negative results concerning possible · 
location of_ MONAN LEE CRAWFORD and DARLENE CRAWFORD, 
sister and niece; respectively, of WALTER.TERRY RIFE 

. Ja~sociate of subject JAMES EARL ~Y) .• : ... 
. .,; ·-. ·.· __ : ~. . . .. . . .. -~.: ·"'···· -:\::·••:• -· -·:-•i••·:··:-•·::,. ~·- .:--:::· 

Postmaster 
BILL MELTON, 
Harrisburg, Ill_inois; 

, 

Sheriff CLIFTON JONES 
Saline County Sheriff's Offi~e; 

Of~icer PAT A'l'KINSON, 
Harrisburg, Illinois, Police Department; 
.. 

ROY LANE, 
Former trooper, .. 
Illinois State Police; 

RAY JOHNSON, 
Operator 
Little Ray's Bar-B-Que 
Route ~5; 

VERNA STINSON 
Salihe County Credit Bureau 

•. 

It is to be· not~d;. that· all of the above persons 
remembered t~e CRAWFO~Ds but\all-advised the CRAWFORDS_ mo_ved 
away· during· 19;55 or 1956 and they have no knowledge of . · · 
forwarding address or their present lQcation~ 

'/• 
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. On 4-29-68, WALTER TERRY RIFE, was re~iriterviewed 
at the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, by SA ELYON 
H. DAVIS and ASAC DONALD T. SULLIVAN. 

. . 

RIFE furnished the.following information: 

RIFE advised that he had had no contact with JAMES 
EARL .RAY, ·FBI #306 443 A, since he last saw RAY in• _the 
Federal Penitentiary in.Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1957. 

RIFE advised that the best he could remember 
concerning RAY that RAY had had close associat~s or 
relatives at ori·e time ·in the Alton, Illinois, area. He 
stated that he felt that RAY had at one time hung out 
around taverns owned by 'J;'ERRY TWEET in the Alton.area. 

RIFE advised that he knew that RAY hag at one 
ti~e close contact with some fence in Peoria; Illinois, 

· to whom RAY sold stolen items. By this he stated that 
he meant that RAY was a thief and would steal anything 

· during the period of time he. knew RAY from•'the late. 194,0s 
until 1955 and. this inclµcled household ite.ms, grou·ps of . 
'pur.glaries of business es.tablishments and such J,.ike and· 
that RAY would get rid'of h~t items:ihrough a ferice iri~­
Peoria. RIFE advised that~he · had no idea as to the 
~dentity Qf thi~ fenc~.· \ · · 

• 
. RIFE stated that he (RIFE) had lived in the _Peoria, · 

Illinois, area until 1967 ,vhen .RIFE moved to the home of' his· . 
brother L011NIE RIFE at· Baylis; Ill.inois. RIFE then in 2~68 . 
had taken-over the ·operation of the restaurant at the Virginia 
Hote 1 · and had been opera ting this res ta uran t s i,nce that t_ime. 

RiFE again reiterated that any ·o.f the individuals, 
... who -l·ived. or worked ·at .the· Virginia ·Hotel could verify the. . • .•· 

fact that. he had been at, the Virginia Hotel for the period 
_3-27-68 through 4-4-68. He stated also that since he and 

. his wife operated the~_:restaurant. togethet __ a_:p.~_siilce ... hii::. '"~"" ..... ·:---:----·-·.-
·. ~ ·-· ·-·• . - - -· ·- ... -·--•· - - . . -- -}· ·s··-----·->·-----·-··-·· • . ·-·~-- ........ ·:-- . . . , . . 
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had had a baby in 2-68, it had been necessary·for hi~ to_~ork 
1ong hours and-to atso be at home on a regular ·basis to take 
care of the RIFE 's three .·other children~ · 

~ . .,, :ii}Jj:- . 
. . He again s·ta ted· ·tha t meinbers· of the Qu":i.n~y Police 

Force could verify that .RIFE had been in Qufricy. on· a daily 
. basis in·asmuch as the· potice checked the Virginia I{otel .. 
. every night.· · 

RIFE adv-ised that he would be-available for inter­
views by the FBI" at any time and tha-t in the event. that he 
was not working or at his home 214 Lynn Street; Quincy, 
Illinois, SAMUEL EDHA HARPER, a Clerk at tpe Virginia Hotel, 
would know of his e«:ac_t whereabouts, and RIFE could be 
reached in a short period of time. 

RIFE advised that he could not remember anyone .in 
the Quincy area who was close to the subject and could not 
think of anyone who might have any information concerning 

"RAY. 

RIFE advised that he did not feel that MELBA 
·MARIE RYAN, the· sister- of the subject, has had any contact 
-with RAY and he certainly is aware of the fact that MELBA 
MARIE RYAN has had serious mental problems and that _any 
information that she would furnish could not·be relied on. 

- ., 

:;.r . . . ,; t 

.• 

• .. 
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The following ibvestigation was conducted by SA'S 
ELYON H. DAVIS AND THOMAS ~I. SCHOENHOFER on 4-:J-9-68: 

Trooper EARL MC FEETERS, Illinois S_tate Police, 
Hull, Illinois, advised that he has since 3-18-68 seen 
LONNIE RIFE and WALTER RIFE almost on a: daily. basis •. He 
advised that until recently, WALTER RIFE had lived at the 
home of LONNIE" RIFE; however, WALTER RIFE ,is now working 
at the Virginia Hotel in Quincy, Illinois,. operating the 
restaurant in that Hotel. MCFEETERS advised that he does 
not believe either RIFE has made any long trips from the 
Quincy, IJ,_linois, area or has been gone from Quincy, Ill.", 
_for any extended period of time during the past month. 

On 4-19-68, Detectives DON CAPPS. and HAROLD L.4.MB, 
Quincy, Ill., PD, advised that they are night detectives for 
that PD. Each advised that as a usual thing on their night 
routines they pass the Virginia_Hotel, 534 North Second St., 
Quincy, Ill .• Thej advised thai· they cannot state for certain 

. on .any exac_t date that WALTER RIFE was at the Virginia -Hotel; 
however, they have seen him there practically every night 
operating the restaurant in the Virginia ~otel •. ~ach advised 
that RIFE certainly could not have been gone for any·extencted 

. _per;i.od of time from Quincy without their knowing_ ·of this ~nd. 
that RIFE was certainly ·,not gone for s~veral days .at any .time. 

: . . . ·, : .,, ·-... . . . . . . ~ . . . . . .· 

On 4-19;...68, · MARY•\JAN RIFli, home address -214 Lind 
Street, Quincy, Illinois;' wa:{3 interviewed. at her place ·of 
employment, the restaurant at the Virgin~a Hotel, 534.North 

.second Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised that she is. 
married .to -WALTER TERRY RIFE . and that her husband has been·· 
in•·Quincy, -Ill·inois, for every day since February, 1968; ·. She· 
sta te·a that her husband certa.inly was not gone any day from 

. · 3-27-68 through "4-4-68. · She advised that he was· working 
·_each day at the restaurant in ,the Virgi~ia Hotel operated 

by he.r husband.· She.viewed a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, 

.,. . , 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44.:.561 

: : 

. ~ . . . . 

FBI # 306 443 A,. made on 3-17-60. She advised· that she had 
never seen this individual in her life and had never heard 
her husband speak concerning this individual. MARY JAN RIFE 
advised that she has been married to WALTER TERRY RIFE since 
196.1 and.that during.that·per1od of time JAMES EARL RAY has. 

r never contacted him for any reason. She advised that MELBA 
MARI,E RYAN resides ·at· the V.irginia · Hotel and· that shor.tly 
beiore being·interviewed she had learned that MELBA 1~RIE 
RYAN was supposed to be the sister of the individual charged 

.. with the shooting. of MARTIN LUTHER KING.. She advised this 
was.the first time she had ever heard of JAMES EARL RAY and 
did not know that RAY was a brother to .MELBA MARIE·RYAN. 

, . . 

She also advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental 
case and has been in Jacksonville State Hospital, Jacksonville, 
Illinois, on numerous occasions. 

On 4-19-68, SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, De~k Clerk, Virginia 
Hotel, 534 North Second Street, advised that WALTER TERRY RIFE 
operates the restaurant in the Hotel. HARPER advised that 
WALTER TERRY RIFE had been working every day at- -th·e restaurant 
since 2-68 when he took ovir the operation of the restaurant.· 
He advised ·tha t RIFE 's wife had given birth to a child in 

. 2-68 and that during the period of time that RIFE's wife was 
in the hospital, he had operated the restaurant practically 
without any help and had worke~ from 15 to 18-hours a day. 
HARPER advised th?, t RIFE has not· been -gone from ·quincy, Ill., 
for any one-day period s,ince taking ov·er the operation of the 
restaurant. · · · · 

'\ \-,:\.• 
A photograph of ,jAMES. EARL RAY was exhibited to . 

- -HARPER. HARPER advised tha't.· this individual was unknown to 
him and stated he had never-seen RAY to his recollection 
during his life. 

HARPER advised that MELBA MARIE RYAN res ides a :t. 
the Virginia -Hotel; however, '·he had never heard her ment:i,on 

.·JAMES EARL RAY and did not know that this was tlre brother of 
MELBA MARIE RYAN until that date._ HARPER adv;i.sed that MELBA .. 
MARIE RYAN had· resided at the Virginia· Hotel since 12-6Tand, ·· - · 
he is certain that RAY has not visited the Virginia Hotel 
during that-~eriod of time. _ ~ · · 

·~ ., . 
.. ·-· l . 
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On 4-19-68, at tempts were made to irrterv iew MELBA 
MARIE RYAN; however, she was in a hysterical state and it 
was impossible to c6nduct an interv.iew oti that date. She· 
advised that she would be available ·for ari interview on 
4-20~6~ a~~ that she wis ~illi~g to conseni to an interview 
with.the FBI. She did stated during a short period of time 
~n inter~iew was attem~ted to be c6nducted that ~h~ had·rio . . 

idea as to the v1hereabouts of her brother JAMES EARL RAY. 

--------

,; . . 

• 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote MAY 1, 1968 

On April 19, 1968, WALTER,TER!\Y RIFE, home.address 
214 Lind Street, ·Quincy, Illinois, was interviewed ·at his 
place of business,· Virginia Hote1, 534 North Second Street, 
Quincy, Illinois. Before the interview, RIFE was advised 
of his rights by SA ELYON H. DAVIS and a Waiver of Rights 
Forin was read to RIFE. RXFE advised he would not· sign the 
Waiver of Rights For~ but that he was willing to discuss 
·anything with FBI Age'nts. · 1 

·· 

RIFE furnished the .following information: 

_ RIFE advised that he last saw JAMES EARL RAY:, FBI 
#306 ·443 A, in 1957 when WALTER TERRY RIFE was released from 
~he United States Prison at Leavenworth, Kansas. 

RIFE advised that he had been arrested in 1955 
with JAMES EARL RAY at Hanniha:l, Missouri, and both had been 
charged with the possessi·on of stolen money orders from a 
Post Office. · He advised that these had been taicen from a 
Post Office at Kellerville, Illinois, in a burglary and that 
he and. JAMES EARL RAY had then traveled throughout. -the United 
States cashing -these postal monej orders. He idvised that 
they ha-d traveled :to· Ne\y Or.leans, Florida, ·Kansas City and 
California, cashing the stolen money orders before bei~i 
arrested_at Hannibal,_Missouri. 

Both were then sentenced to the United States 
Penitentiary _at Leavenworth, tansas. 

RIFE advis·ed .that he had. seen JAMES :F;ARL ~AY almost 
ori ~ daily basis at the ~~~itenti~ry.at Leavenworth from 1955 

. unt:p .. RIFE was released fror the. p_enj.. tentiary _in. 19p7. . RIFE 
later learned_ that RAY \yas .:hot released from the peni tenfiary 
at Leavenwort~ until 1958. He stated that he had not been in 
contact with RAY since that date and.-had no knowledge of RAY 1 s 
activities other than he had heard that RAY was sent·enced to 
the Missouri. _State )?enitenti_ary .in tlJ.e ·early 1960 ts. He had 

·no idea as to the charge concerning RAY at th·a t time; however, 
he- thought it was some type. of armed ·robbery. · 

·-:,· 
4-19-68 . at Quincy, Illinois,~ SI 44-561 ... -,--"'-.:.:.....:.:....~~::..=..:=-=::.:..=..=::r._--.-___ File.#_· -----..,...---'~----

SA THOMAS rvI°0 SCHOENROFER 
SA ELYON H. DAVIS 1 

: .. /ras Dote di c:toted _ __c4::..-..,.:2:....5.::_--=.6..=8-,--___ _ 
This dacumen,t contains neither rec:amme~dations, ~or ~onclusions of the FBI. It is the property o-f the FBI and is loaned .fo your agency: 

•It and_ its contents are not to be distributed outside your·agr---·· · ·. . · · · : · · .· , , · · · . .-
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. . 
money and he knew that during ·that time that RAY br6~~ i~to 
houses and stole money or goods he could sell. RAY also . 
pulled stick-ups with a gun and that RAY committed __ burglaries 
in which safes were involved. _ RI:FE advised that he does not 
want· to talk about aQy particular job thit.he might have been 
involved in with RAY •. He stated that RAY would also roll 
drunks _to obtain money and would obt~in money any way _that 
a thief could obtain money. He stated that RAY was a roamer 
and a·ldaner and did not seem to have any close _friends. 

RIFE felt that in the event that JAME·S EARL RAY 
ev~r·returns to the Quincy, Illinois~ area, RAY will_eontact 
RIFE. -RIFE stated, however, that he has no knowledge that 
RAY has returned to Quincy since 1955 and ·ctoes not believe 
RAY has returned to· Quincy or he· would have known something 
concerning the return ~f RAY~ · 

RIFE advised that he would not hide JAMES EARL RAY 
and would immediately notify the FBI of any information. he· 
receives concerning RAY's whereabouts •. 

RI:fE advised that he personally knew nothing con­
cerning the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING in .Memphis, 
Tennessee and that.he most certainly himself was not in the 

· Memphis area during the period of March. 27, 1968 through· 
·April 4., 1968. He advised that this could be verified . 
from all people connected with the Virginia.Hote~ as well 
as members of ·the Poi~c~pepartment of Q~incyi Illinois. 
He stated that night pol.f.~emen cruise by his restaurant _· 
at the Virginia Hotel prac-t;ically every hour -of each night 
and that the night ·detectiy'es a_nd also patrolman LARRY COLLINS. 
could verify that he had no\ left the Quincy, Illinois, area •. 

. . . 

RIFE advised that he knew that JAMES EARL RAY's uncle 
EARL RAY had moved to California from the Quincy, Illinois, area 

: _:·J;en _ :to_ {if teen years before and that he thought the unc:].e. had - ... 
· died with a h~art attack. ~~ kne~ that some~here he ha4 ~nder~ 

stood that EARL RAY was dead.· 

_ RIFE advised that he could furnish ·no •informa 1;ion . 
concerning possible- contacts of JAMES EARL RAY. 

The Harboring Statute ··;,as explained _to RIFE. by 'SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS. . 

- 99 
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RIFE advised. that he first met 'JAMES .EARL R_AY around 
1942 when apparently RAY and his family moved to Quincy~ Illinois, 
from some small town in Missouri. He stated that RAY had close 

' connections in Quincy and that. during the period of time that 
he had known RAY, RAY had.resided with_his Uncle, ·EARL RAY, in 
Quincy and at the tim~ he and RAY were arrested in Hannibla, 
Missouri, ~AY was living at the Victb~·Hotel on North Sixth 
Street .in Quincy; Illinois. He advised that the Victor Hotel 
bas been· closed for many years and that he understands the 
operator of the Victor Hotel is now deceased. · · 

RIFE advised that he had never heard RAY mention his 
· :father or talk very much concerning his relatives and RIFE 

advised that he did not know that MELBA RYAN,. who resides. at 
the Virgini.a Hotel was RAY's sister until· 1earning on that 
date that RAY was charged with the shooting of M4RTIN LUTHER 
KING. . . . .__ 

RIFE advised that when he and RAY were apprehended 
in Hannibal, Missouri, they were accompanied by- KATHERINE DORIS 
BUSKIRKe He advised that he is certain _that RAY had. never met 
BUSKIRK until the date o·f their arrest in Hannibal and that he 
(RIFE)' had picked up BUSKIRK in a tavern in Quincy and took 
her to Hannibal on.a·date. He advised that BUSKIRK is:pre­
sently married_ t? WILBUR CONNORS in Quincy, Illinois. 

RIJ,i'E stated that he ·reme.mbered -distinctly that~ BUSKIRK. 
and RAY did n·ot know ··eacli other until he· introducetr them_ on the 
date the three were arrefs·ted in Hannibal. He stated. that BUSKIRK 
wis·not actually arr~ste~ ~ut wis ~eleased and that she had nothing 
to do with _the passing of "t~e stolen postal money order~. . _ 

- . \. ... 

RIFE advised that he had never visited in the 'RAY 
home in Qµincy, -·Illinois, and had no idea as·. to the• address 
of RAY's people or the number of r~latives that RAi had in 
Quincy_. - He s.ta ted tha ~ he and Rt\Y as a normal· thing·,· did· _not , 
actually run around together ·but would meet ea·ch other in · 
taverns at which time they would talk and decide to do s·on1e- · 
thing together • · · · 

RIFE advised: that during the pe_riod of •tim•e that he·· · 
'had known JAMES EARL RAY, RAY ~had •been "a thief". He stated 
that RAY would do anytnipg dur:i,.ng that period of time to make 

- 100 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 
ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On April 23, 196·8, MARY JAN RIFE, .214 Lind Street, 
Quincy, Illinois, advised she is certain her husband, WALTER 

-TERRY RIFE, has no knowledge of the present activities .or · · 
whereabouts of ;TAMES EARL RAY. 

She stated also that MELBA MAE.IE .RYAN, sister of . 
RAY, still resides at the Virginia Hotel and· eats almost 
all of her meals at RIFE's restaurant in the. hotel •. She 
stated that MELBA MARIE RYAN has told her on several 
occasions· during the ·1~.st. three· or four days that she has 
no information or knowledge of the .whereabouts of JA~IES 
EARL RAY • 

. She advised that MELBA rit..1iRIE RYAN has been highly 
emotiori~1 durini-the past few diys and she felt that this 
was clue to numerous reporters attempting to interview WiELBA 
MARIE RYAN. . ·-

She advised· that MELBA MARIE RYAN is a mental case 
and _no reliance can be placed on any statement made by:MELBA 
RYAN. 

101 -- , ... 
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The follo,ving investigation was conducted by SA 
. ELYON H. DAVIS: 

On April 23, 19.6.S, WALTER TERRY RIFE, 214 Lind 
Street, was reinterviewed at his place of business, the 
yirginia Hotel Restarir~nt, Quincy, Illinois •. 

-RiFE advised that once when he was-fingerprinted 
after his arrest on a possession of stolen postal money. 

··orders with JAMES EARL RAY in-1955, he'was booked under 
the nari1e of VERNON ELMO RIFE. He stated that VERN.ON. ELMO 
RI.FE has never been an associate of J1\MES EARL RAY and has 
never been in jail with RAY and this is the reason records 
in Missouri would show RAY was arrested with VERNON ELMO 

. RIFE instead of WALTER TERRY RIFE" • 

. RIFE advised that when he and JAMES- EARL ·RAY were 
. passing the stolen fuoney orders throughout the United·_States 
a£ter their arrest in Hannibal, Missouri, they claimed they 
had purchased these money orders from a wino n;;i,med- WILLARD 
J. MC BRIDE. He advised that this information is not correct 
_and they _did n6t purchas~ the money orders fiom ~ny WILLARD 
J.· MC BRIDE. He ·advised that .he has never known•a WILLARD 

· J. MC BRIDE and that he and RAY obtained the -money orders 
iri Adams County, Illinqi~. He said that the.Post Office 
at Kellerville, Iliinois, is located in Adams Cou~ty, Illinois, 
~nd that he tjid not i_ntend to admit to any burglary but that 
neithei· RAY nor RIFE j:>bta'.ined the money orders outside of· 

. .(id ams County. . . '\ ·,i. : . . . 
' ... 

. \ r • 

RIFE advised tha't;\d'ur-ing the period of time tha. t he 
and RAY were passing the mon~y orders, they traveled extensively 
throughout the.United States to towns in Florida, New Orleans; 
Louisiana, St. Louis, Missouri, Kansas City, Missouri,· acros~ 
the U:pi ted States to Califor:nia and back. to the Quincy, . I_llinois, . 

·Hannibal, Missouri, area, wher~ they were-arre~ted. _He stated 
that _there was no particular place that RAY seemed fond of 

·during-that trip more than anywhere else ahd;t~at they travel~d 
from town to town on a spur of the-moment deal and no plan 
or scheme was involyed in their travels. · · · ______________ _ 

·~ -~ :·-· . 
. ' 
t l 
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He advised that during these travels he and RAY did 
not contact anyone named-COIN and did not contact any6ne·-to 
his knowledge, in New Orleans, _Louisj_ana~ 

- He advised that they did contact· a COHEN in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and sole COHEN some of th~ m(?ney orders. 
RIFE was not certain as to the description of COHEN but thought 
that he would now be an old man. RIFE per~;o;nally did_ not kJ.JOW 

. ·_cbiIEN or a'riything concerning his whereabouts or activities. 
He stated that COHEN was a man tha-t· they contacted in a tavern 
and sold him some of the.stolen money orders. - He ~tated that 
they contact COHEN by just asking questions in taverns as to 
who would by money orders. 

RIFE advised that he' knew -that JAMES EARL RAY. dis­
liked Negroes immensely ; .h.O\Vever J he had no idea as to the 
reason why. He advised that he had never known any-incident· 
involving RAY and Negroes. 

·• 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA ELYON H. DAVIS at Quincy, Illinois. 

· WALTER ,TERRY RIFE; opera tor, Virginia Restaurant, 
Virgtnia Hotel, 534 ·North Second Stre~t, Quincy, Illinois, 
was recontacted on April 30, 1968, May 3, ·1968,- May 10, . 
1968, and May 13, 1968, and on each date advised that he 
could furnish no addit~onal information concerning JAMES 
EARL RAY. H~ also advised on t.hose dates. that definite.ly 
JAMES .EARL RAY ha;s not contacted MELB.4.. MARIE RYAN· at the 
Virginia Hotel. · 

SAMUEL EDWARD HARPER, desk clerk, Virginia Hotel, 
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois, was recontacted 
by SA .~LYON H. DAVIS on April 25, 1'968, Aprj_l. 30, 1968,. 
May 3, 1968, and May 9, 1968, and on each date advised that 
he could furnish no additional information concerning 
JAMES EARL RAY. On each date, he advised that MELBA MARIE 
RYAN, RAY''s s·istEir•,· still' res'ide's at tl:ie.Virgiriia Hotel 
and that the restaurant of the Virgitia Hotel is·-operated · 
by WALTER TERRY RIFE. 

.. On May 3, 1968 and·:·May 9, 1968, ART CONNORS whose 
wife owns the Virginia Hotel, 534 North Second Street, 
Quincy, Illinois; was recontacted on each date ;and a dvi~ed 
that he had no infor~~tion concerning the whereabouts or 
activities o_f JAMES EAR~ R~){ not .previously. fur.nished ... 

On May 9, 1968, .A:RT, __ CONNORs; Virgini~- Hotel,'. 
Quincy, Illinois, advised th~t to~hi~knowledge, no tele-

. phone calls have been charged\to the Virginia Hotel .thRt 
were made by MELBA Ml\RIE RYAN.· He advised that he remembers 
his wife placing a call or else accepting a telephone call 
in April, 1967 from his son Se~geant ARTHUR A. 90NN0RS, JR, . 

. who is ~tationed. in New Jersey and was coming home to vi~lt­
his parents. before being :transferred to Vietnam. . CONNORS .. 
-a?vised that his son Sergeant ARTHUR A. CONNORS, JR. W?.s · 

presently at the CONNORS home, Rural.Rou_te 5,. Qui.ncy, Ill·­
iriois. 

On May 9, 1968, .· Sergea n~ ... ARTI-IDI.1 A. CONNORS, JR •. 
Rural Route 5, Quincy, Illinois,-advised SA ELY0N H. DAVIS 
that he place~ a co11ect-telephone·c~ll to the Virginia 
Hotel ·froni Long Branch-;-:New Jersey on April .9, · 1968 .. He 

t ' 
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advised that this was of a personal nature to his mother 
◊- concerning his transfer to Vietnam. 

'Sergeant CONNORS advised that the m,me JAMES 
EARL RAY is completely unfamiliar to him and that he could 
noi': recognize any photographs· of JAMES EARL·RAY·as anyone 
he had ever seen .. 

-: 105 
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B., JOSEPH ELMER "BL..4.CKIE" A UST IN 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA EDWARD A. CARPENTER, at the Menard Branclt, Illinois 
State Penitentiary, on April 26, 1968: 

A record was located for JOSEPH ELl\IBR AUSTIN 
who has FBI #821733 whose date of birth isl 
and who originally was received at the Menard Brancp, 
on December 21, 1925, and he remained at the penitentiary 
_until July 22, 1949, · when he was released and was returned· 
to the penitentiary on December 22, 1950 1 where he 
remained until April 8, 1954, when he was released. on 
parole and again returned to· the· penitentiary on February 8, 
1955, where he remained until April 27, 195Q, when he was 
again released on parole and then returned to the penitentiary 
on September 17, 1957, where he remained until May 7, 1959, 

" 'when· he was again ·released· oxf parole until Septeimber· 23·, .. 
1$59, when he was returned until.his ultimate discharge .. 
on February 23, 1965. 

According to penitentiary records, AUSTIN when· 
he was dismissed from Menard went to St" Leonard! s House: < -
located at 21·00 West Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, · 
.and ·he .. received- a final parole on discharge· on July 11, -_-- -:· 

_ 19(n," tnrough the. Parole Office located at 160 North .LaSalle, .. 
Chicago, Il;l.inois·. 

According to the records, AUSTIN.at one·time, 
v,as transferred to the._state penitentiary at Joliet;·· -
from August 2, 1934, unti~ ._August 15, 1936, when he was. 

· returned from Menard. Accob;ling to the records, AUSTIN · 
used the names JAMES FREELEYi SHARKEY AUSTIN and BLACKEY ... -

·,;, 
"- . 

AUSTIN was originalqreceived on a 25-year 
sentence for murder and a 10 to life-sentence for armed 
robbery fI,"om Morgan County, Illinois·. According --to the 
.records, AUSTIN. has. a nephew _by the _name of RALPH whose 

· · fu·ll name is RALPH TANNEHILL, 1432 - 4th Street, Madison; .­
. · Jllinois, a niece, Mrs. JOE REESE, 316 North Hoosier, 

Brazil, .Indiana; a brother, CHARLES, residing in. Waverly, 
- 111-inois; a brother, BERT, residing in Springfield, I.llino.is. · 

107 -., . , ...... -
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AUSTIN° is described as: 

Race • 
Sex 
DOB 
Height 

White 
Male · 

~". 

- .) 

. Weight-. 129 pound.s 
Eyes Blue · 
Complexion Dark 
Hair Gray. 
Occupation Farmer 

. . Has cut scar on 
center of forehead 

· A review of his correspondence file reflects 
•correspondence with :Mrs. DOROTHY SEYMOUR, at Franklin, • 
"Illinois, a sister; 

ROBERT REED, a case v1orker from St. Leenard . 
House, 2100 Warren Avenue, Chicago, Illinois; 

Father DOUGLAS WOLFE, 
St. Leonards House,· 

Attorney J. EDWARD JONES 
1432 West Harrison Street, 
Chicago, Illinqis; 

. •:, .... 
A. Ao Farris. Coin.pany·, ·.Inc. 
122 West Lincoln,E:J\.venue -· 
Goshen, ·Indiana \ . .., . . .. 
St. Antp.ony's Inr.;Ince 
29 South LaSalle Street,· 
·cnicago, Illinois, 

, . 
. · !Ir • Glrn.RD LE TI'1IAN 

Warren· Clinic . •, .. 
2449 West Washington B_oulevard; ·. · 
Chicago,· Illinois · 

. r .,. 
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?-Ir. and. Mrs. MYRICK 
Caseyville Nursing Home_ 
Caserville, Illinois;. 

A. Bo ROBERTSON 
2011,Road Street, 
Madison; Illinois 

Waukegan Rescue Mission 
Waukegan, Illinois 

Friend - _ WILLIE MAE MORGAN. 
Waverly, Illinois; 

MYRTLE COOK 
Acme Hotel· 
st·. Louis·, Mi$souri 

Cousin· GERTRUDE WALLING 
904 Lind Street, · · 
Quincy, Illinois_ 

': .. 

No other information of value noted in file. 
for AUSTIN., 

. :. 

- .. __ 
-------

' ... -··-"',. -- .-·.:-. -~· -~-_.:·_: ____ ·,~. -~-.._.,_-
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. On May 9, 1968, AUSTIN's brother, CHARLES, was 
located and interviewed at Waverly, Illinois and advised.he 
was in receipt of a letter, dated May 7; 1968, from AUSTIN 
with a return address of 2023.Warren Boulevard, Chicagog 
Illinois. CHARLES AUSTIN was not sure if his brother 
was employed or not. 

CHARLES AUSTIN was interviewed re subject RAY and 
·shown photographs .of RAY but advised he was not ·acquainted 
with the subject nor.had he ever heard his brother mention 
the subject. 

. , 

' 
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The following investigation was.conducted by·SA 
ELYON D. DAVIS at Quincy, Illfnois, on May 10, 1968: 

. . 
GERTRUDE WALLING, 1120 College Street, Quincy,· 

Illinois, advised that she formerly resided at·904 Lind 
Street, Quincy, Illinois. She advised tI:-at when she 
lived on Lind Street she occa_sionally rented rooms in 
her home and sometime around 1956 she rented·a room to 
JOSEPII ELMER AUSTIN. She advised that she remembered 
AUSTIN'S date of birth to.be! ~nasmuch as her year 
of birth was the same and that was the only person 

. she had. ever lived in a house with who was born the 
same year as her. She stated that AUSTIN when he came 
to Quincy, Illinois, came to Quindy through some 
contact with a Catholic priest in either Quincy or 
Chicagoo She advised that AUSTIN had been in the . 
Illinois State Penitentiary and came to Quincy tn an 
effrirt to obtain a job and that apparently-this ~nknom 
Catholic priest had obtained .r'IJJSTIN a job in Quincy.· 
However, AUSTIN lived at her home less than one 6dnth 
when he left and ·she heard shortly thereafter that he 
had been arrested and was return·ed · to prisozi. She stated 
that she could not remember the ~ame of the to0n in which 
he was arrested and had not seen AUSTIN ~in~e 195~.: She· 
stated as far as she kne,v.'AUSTIN did not have any relatives. 
_9r associates in Quincy, Illino_is, and. that AU$TIN was not · 
reia ted to her. He siniply i.i.ved in -·her honie °for. a period 
of less than one month and .. t'ha t ·was as. a border •. 

~ . • 
_She advised that she did not know JAMES EARL RAY 

and had never known AUSTIN to speak. c6ncern{ng RAY under 
RAY'S :~rue name or known aliases:~= 

~ ~ 
': \·" 

· s·he stated that she is ·certain JOSEPH EL~iER AUSTIN 
was not a Quincy resident and thrit•he knew both1ni con~et~~n~ 
Quincy at the tin_ie he inoved to Quincy. 

· -~-- · ·· · . · Ph_o-togr~ph"s o!:_·_J.·AMES EJl.RL RAY WeYer e.zhTbi t'ed. :~ -~--- -_-_-
GERTRUDE WALLING and she advised' _that she h~Rt'1~~$..~~1?\ED~- ____ . 
this indi vidua 1 before. · ·· ·--------..:.-.... - ---·---- .. --
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On May 10, 1963, ELIZABETH. ROTH, Credit Bureau 
of Quincy, Inc., 528 North Fifth Stteet, advised that her 
file cqntains very little ·information concerning JOSEPH 
ELMER AUS'l'IN other than a newspaper clipping which showed 

-that JOSEPH ELMER AUSTIN, age 59; had been a~r~~ted on· 
August 4, 1957, ~n Rob~rtson County, Tennessee, with 

_. JOHN GEWIN SCROGGINS~ age 38, and a DORRIS ... C.ALVIN MEACHAM 
· of Elkton, Ken_tucky: The three .had -been arrested for the 
alleged kidnapping of a Guth:i::;i;e 1 Kentucky, motel clerk· 
and had allegedly taken. him across the state line intb 
Robertson County, Tennessee, where they robbed hiin of 
$139.00 and set him.free. The trio was stopped for 
speeding near Ashland City, Tennessee, and the $139.00· 
believed stolen from the Guthrie, Kentucky, motel clerk 
~as fodnd scattered along the highwai near the scene of· 

·arrest. · 

AUSTIN was _then committed to the Cen tra 1 State 
Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee, after. Govermiient 
attorneys said they believed he ~ight not be mentrilly 
capable of advising with council. 

The article showed that AUSTIN came to Quincy,· 
Illinois 1 in April, 1956, and previous to that h~ had 
been sent back to prison three times for vjolatio~ of. 
p·arole and had· spent three months· in a tuberculosis 
~ani tarium in Jacksonv"ill._e.

1 
Illinois._ 

. . . '· . : .. \. ' 
- . . -

.. 
... ~ . 

\. 
\ 
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C. MILTON DEAN "BUCKY" BATCHELDER 
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On April 25, ·1968, investigation at Springfield, 
Illinois, revealed MILTON DEAN BATCHELDER, also known . 
as Bucky, FBI #548 312 B, white male, dob I I 
at Quincy, Illinois, was the individual to whom a Hannibal, 
Missouri, policeman sol_d a car from RAY and forwarded the. 
proceeds to. Checks at Menard State Prison, Menard, 

-Illinois revealed.BATCHELDER ·was transferred to Joliet 
Brancy~ Illinois State Penitentiary on September 7, 1966. 

i:1,4 

..... 
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D •. PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR .. 
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A review of the Springfield· fil~s regarding ·PAUL 
ALVIN LAIL, JR~· reflected him as subject of a 1963 Unlawful 
Flight to Avoid Confinement case, in which be was describ~d 
as follows: 

Name 

FBI# 
Race 
Sex 
Nationality 
DOB . 
POB 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Blue 
Occypation 

Social Security# 
Teeth 
Scars 

• 

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR.,, _Aka 
. Paul Al~in L_a;i.1, .. Jr •. 

Paul Lail, Jr. 
Paul Arthur Carter 
754 483 A 
White 
Male 
American 
I I 
Marion, North Carolina 

. 6' 5" 
170 pounds· 
Red 
Eyes 
Sign painter 
electrician 
truck driver. 
radio renail man 

I -

No upper 
Scar on left knee 

- 116 -. 
?~j{t~fi·:: .. 

• i, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

E. HILLIARD ALLEN SANDERS 
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... On : 5-_).~6 8 / S_A '.$ _):IL1NI~ E, . CO:Fn{;-sn., _and ROB~I{'):' 9. 
HAINES 1 in tervi(?wed fIILLIARP ALLEN SANDERS,· at ·137 East 

·Acton Street, Wood River,. Illinois. 

SANDERS stated that he was incarcerated·in the 
MisSOltri State Penitent'iary,. Jefferson City, Missouri; 
oti l-2b-52, upon conviction of an armed robbery charge 
a~ St.· Joseph, Missouri. He said he was r~leased on 
parole on 9-1-64. 

SANDERS advise9 that he never became acquainted 
with or had knowledge o'f JAM:'c~S EARL .RAY during the time he 
was incarcerated in the Missouri State Penitentiary.· · He· 

· · said that ,vhile he ·was· ·in· the ·penitentiary,·- he -~~orked ·at 
several ttades ·arid that the l~~t tWo job~ hg had in thd · 
pe~itentiary,-had to do ,with the sew:ing machine mechanical 
section and· that the last ·job he had was a halltender from 
·1963 to ·1954. 

SANDERS .said that upon parole . he went to. Gadsden, . 
Alabama, where he lived and worked for approximately. 18 months;· 
that h~ ·then·.went_ tQ .. Cc!:~1clen, Sou:th Ca,ro"lin·a,. ·where .. h~ wtts 
employed by the firm· o:f E. I. DUPONT for 9 months·. SANDERS 

. sai~ that he then ·ca.r.).e· )'oj1~6d··R1ver, Illino.is ~ whei;e--_he·· :· ... 
bas been working on cbnst~u6tion at th~ Shell Oil Company 
_Plant-- in. Wood~ River • .- He ::i~id that he arrived in Wood River 
in 7-67 and.has resided in~ood River since that ·time~ 

. : . : · SANDERS- conclud?d. by stating tha.t :when :na-ti<:>f!?-l· 
public:i, ty: was' released. ·con:cerning· ·the-· :i,dentifica tion "of · · .. 
J~W~S. ~ARL RAY, .·he viey;ed photogra_pl_is ~ppearJ.ng·_ qn· tcle- : . 

·v~sion and ~n the nev:s media and de terrnined that he had 
never known RAY while.both were at the Missouri.State 
.~ni tent;i.a1'y. · · 

____ :,..:....---=-~----·-----=----

...... '. ·-
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On 4/20/68 WILBUR CONNORS, aka MANNY CONNORS, 
825 S6rith-Fifth·str~~t; Qtiifi~y, Illinois, was·inter~i~0~d 
by A.SA.C. DONALD -T. SULLIVAN and SA ELYON H. DAVIS and 
furnished the following information: 

On that date·was the first'he had. learned bf his 
wife, KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK, had been arrested with 

. WALTER RIFE and _JAf·iES EARL .Rl~Y. in. Hannibal, f-lissourL, in 
1955. He advised that he had never heard his wife mention 
JAMES EARL. RAY and is· quite certain ·that she did not know 
RAY or havemuch of any contact.with him. He pointed 6ut in 
1955 his wife was rinly ~eventeen years of age and that she 
did not have-a criminal record and for this reason he did. 
not·believe she had been involved.with RAY and RIFE in any 
crime. 

WILBUR CONNORS advised that his sister-in-.law, 
LAURA CONNORS, owns the Vir_ginia Hotel, 534 North Second 
Street, Qui~cy, Illinois. CbNNORS ~dvised that he is in 
this hotel on almost a daily basis· and can state that· . 

_WALTER RIFE was c~rtainly working dach day at _the _restaurant 
and the Virginia Hotel from the period.'3/27/68·.through. 
4/ 4/6 8. . ~-.. .;, . 

JAMES 
RAY's 

. ~---' ~ - . 

CONNORS advised, that he. personally does not.know 
EARL RAY and does '119t h-a:v-e rany information concerning· 
activities or wherea:-bouts. · · · · · .., .. 

-. _ . . qn 4/20/68 LAPRA CONNORS., owner, Virginia Hotel, 
534 _North Second Street, Quincy,· Illi!lois, --was interviewed;· 
by s~. ELYON. H. DAVI s .- and~ AEi.AC DO?!A½D · T. SUL1:1IV~ . and · _ · . . } .. 
fu.rnished the following 1nf?rmat101l_· · · . . . : · · 
. . .. --- . . . . -· -~ .... - --- . -·. . ~ - -- - ., ... 

· - 120· -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



SI 44-561 

Around 2/6/68 she haq leased. the restaurant in 
the· Virginia Hotel to WALTER TERRY RIFE. She advised_ 
since that date the restaurant has been operated by RIFE 

· and that RIFE has been wo:rking in· the. _;restaur_ant- every· day. 
She advised that RIFE' s wife, JAN RIFE,· gave birth to a 
baby in late 2/6 8 and for this reason WALTER RIFE h·ad.· worked 
from approximately 7:00 e~ch morning until 11:00 at ni~ht 
operating the restaurant. She stated that· cert·ainly WALTER· 
RIFE was working during the period 3/27/68 until 4/4/68. 

She advised that she does not .know JAl"IES EARL RAY, 
FBI No. 306443.A, and after viewing five different photographs 
of RAY. advised that this is not an individual 'l.·1ho she has· 
ever known. She stated that HELBA MARIE RYAN does live at 
the Virginia Hotel and.that- she. had learned on the previous 
night that .MELBA JYl~RIE RYAN was a sister to JAMES EARL RAY~ 
She stated, however, in her conversations with MELBA MARIE 
RYAN, MELBA MARIE RYAN had denied any knowledge of the 
whereabouts of RAY and she does. not believe that RAY has. 
contacted ~he sister since.his escape from the ~issouri State 
Penitentiary. · 

On 4/20/68 ARTHUR CONNORS advised that he is ·the 
husband of LAURA CONNORS, owner of the Virginia Hotel,· 
534 North Second Street, Quincy, Illinois. ARTHUR~COHNORS 
advised that he can verify that WAL'l'ER RIFE was working ..... • _ 
at the restaurant in the Virginia Hotel during the peri6d 
of 3/27/68 through 4/4/68. · 

ARTHUR CONNORS also ~ie:wed photographs _of 
JA.r1ES EARL _RAY, FBI #306443A. CONNORS adyised tl:iat ·th,ts 
individual was completely unknown to him and he has never 
seen him at the Virgintg. __ Hotel. 

t• 
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G~ KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK CONNORS 
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On 4/20/6 8 KATHERINE DORIS BUSKIRK,. presently 
· married to W~LBUR CONNORS and residing 825 South Fifth 
Streetr Quincy~ Illinois, was interviewed by ·AsAC 
DONALD 'I'~ SULLIVAN and SA DAVIS~-; 

She advised that she had never met JAMES-EARL 
RAY, FBI #306443A., until one night during 1955 when HALTER 
RIFE,an acquaintance of her, approached her in. a tavern-
in Quincy, Illinois, and asked her if she wanted tog~ with 
RIFE to· Hannibal, His_sou-ri. While in the auto;nobile ,·. she 
was introduced to JN{ES EARL RAY and after arrival in 
Hannibal, !-lissouri, ~'lALTER. RIFE and JAMES EARL RAY were 
arrested concerning some postal mone~ orders that had been 
stolen. She advised that she had never seen Rl"\Y b~fore 
that date and has· never seen him since. She stated that she 
had no information concern_ing the ·whereabouts of R.I\Y or_ 
any informa'tion cOncerning_ the background of RAY. 

She advised tha·t her husband did not know RAY and 
had never h~ard d~ her being arrested with· RAY and RIFE in 
Hannibal., M.1.s.sour1.. 

·-She. advf_sed
1 
that. she is_ acquainted ~,i t:h :-IELB.!\. l,..L..i"\RIE 

· RY~~ since MELBA ·!-U\RIE•· RYAN· resides at the Virgini.~ Hotel 
-. bl.it that she did nOt knO\v that -this was a sister of. J.2\:-tES 

. EARL RAY. ~ \ 
\ .. 

She ·advised that she :would furnish. any inf-orma. tio_n 
of value that she might learn to the FBI concern-ing· !'-:"\Y or 
the RAY and RYAN.family; however, she had none.to furnish 
at the present time.~ .· '... . . .· . .· . . 
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The followi~g ·investigation was conducted -hy SA •;, 
ELYON H. DAVIS: • ·-·· 

_ On April 24,.1968,_ AET.,.CONNORS,. w.hos.e wife LAURA 
. CONNORS, .owns the Virginia Hotel in Quincy,. Illinois, advised 
that he had received no information concerning JAMES EARL RAY~ 

.· He advised that ~e intends to cooperate in every way with .the 
FBI in this matter and will immediately advise the FBI of_ 
anyt~ini concerning RAY's whereabouts.· 

\ . . . 
He advised that RAY's sister, MELBA MARIE RYAN, has 

stated numerous times she has no inforr,iation as to RAY 's where­
abouts. He advised that KATHERINE BUSKIRK, now married to 
CONNORS' brother, WILBUR CONNORS, known as MANNY CO!"l'"NORS, 

. has told hi~. that she knew nothing Concerning RAY other-
.·· than ·she was· arrested· wit~ RAY and WALTER RIFE. a ·f Hannibal, 

Missouti, in 1955. Inasciuch as she was-n6t involved and 
knew nothing concerning the passing of the stoleti money 
or~ers, she was released on the same day of the arrest 
and no charges pressed against her. 

CONNORS advised he is certain in his own -mind. 
that neither MELBA MARIE RYAN or WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
any information concerning the whereabouts of .RAY. 

. .. 
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H. _JOSEPH ADAMS 
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The following investigation was conducted at 
the Menard Branch; Illinois -State Peniteatiary,. on 
April 26, 1968 ·: 

On April 26, 1968, MAX FRYE, Warden, Menard 
Branc.h, Illinois. St~te Peni_tl3nttary, adv.ise.d that one .. 
of tn.e inmates by the name of JOSEPH ADAMS, .who works · 
in the Office rs Mess at the Penitentiary, indicated 

. to him recently that he was acquainted with JAMES EARL 
RAY ha.vi~g been with him at the Missouri State Penitentiary 
in Jefferson ·city, 'Missouri. 

Warden FRYE stated that he did not question 
him concerning his contacts.or knowledge of RAY but 
thought it might ·be c;,f value to interview him. 

On.April 26, 1968, .JOSEPH ADAMS, also known as 
Shorty, who has Menard#ll745 was interviewed at the 
penitentiary and advised after viewing a photograph of RAY 
that he was acquainted with RAY when RAY was at the Missuri 
State Penitentiary. 

ADAMS advised that he left ·the penitentiary 
for Menard last .October, 1967, and that when he got .there,: 
RAY was already there. 

ADAMS advised that his only knowledge of RAY 
was that RAY brought food over to the-hospital where 
ADAMS was working and he assumed that RAY- apparently_ worked 
in the prison kitchen.-:-· ; r 

"\ &"~-

ADAMS .advised· that·~·he never talked directly to RAY 
at any time nor did he ever"qbserve ~im with any other inmates. 
He described-RAY as a yery quiet individual and this is 
all the informat'ion he had concerning him. 
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I •. JOHN EUGENE GAWRON 
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FJ~CE 
SZ::< 
DA 1'£ OF BIRTH 
:PL.ACS OF B!ll'l"H 
II1~!GIIT 
f-_t]; !·GliT 
HAI1:: . 
.E.YES 
EELIGI02-f 
EIJlJCi\ T!Ofl 
lTATIONJH..,ITY 
i!ILI'I'ARY SERVI.CI!; 

PA!7.E!1TS 

FDI lW!°1I.BI!l1 
CCCl!lJ.tl Tl(}r'l· 

CMI-1 .. A CT'ER !GT IC S 

JOH:N "EUGBrm Gli WP.ON 
· JCq:I}J G~\ ~·i1l~ON 
JACK 
t..T-t)Til'i. 
JJ1CK 

Gi1l}~~S 
I.IOl~Ll_ri· . 

White 
M~lo 

·Chicago, Illinois 
"5 1 3' 1 

170 pound~1 
G::r.·uy 

. Ha:;~cl 
·cutho1i:.} 
8th Grado, Chic~go 
Polish 
U. s. l\!az·lne Corps :from nay 6, 
1016, to hl~y 24, 1917~ parine 
Corps !~e·~,.ial lfo.  
D,~ceased, father died lf31_; 

· mothe1· died 1951. ·. " 
".J.3t.:kS::J4 

Smok-cG, chel'lS tobacco, and -
" clrin.1,s· heavily 

_ ThQ filo rcvculcu-;t_hat· GAWI:ON was m:igirmlly rQceive-<l 
at Joliet; Illinois, Penitentiary on lZo·10mber 2, 1934, -i.;i1d~1~· 
sentence of one to lj,fo fer bti:;;•glary ~ · G/,.i/ll-ON: reco-ivcd 2-Z{!nr.rd 
Brnnch, Illinois State Ponitol"lti~.ry" en July 25, ,1056, frou: 
.Aclm~s County, Illino~s, ns a parole ·violfttor.~ GAWftO.N p~1·ol0d 
frcri l,~enard on hlarclr 21, 1959, to Vetorans Adrainisti•ation -Hospital, 

r 
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'l'he follo•winr; indivit:~u.uln- ·we:r·e -list.ed as 
co.rrcspon<lents in G.tillROH' s f:U.e :· 

M:tss ?~'\.I{Y 1.!Cr:!!CHOLS, co1.isin, J.010 Pa.1·k Avenue, 
St. Lo.ui.s, Hisso1n::i 

Miss CARO!, E&HEI~, ·later shot,n. us Iks •. C.t'\EOL :P.E.1:'PER, 
a .i:t-,..1~~-•J 101--• "1i•1c!-,,_•~-rr ;::,_._...,,r.,c-t.. C;,J. Jcn-jc, -.~ ➔ .,.-•-,.,-1•1• 

A,.4 ...,,.'f-.;;:..:.;. .. , v·-t;;} .s.:A~.. :.:-.-:-v.i. J i) l,-l~ .:.,;t;. t., ,- · l..~ t., • ,J -L.~-~J 6-:...l.,,.;::,;:)V'...c. ,. 

and .tH.,nrm·T P.BPI'iU(, 1718 l-afayotte :1.vc:nue, St. Louin, 
?Jissouri. 

Quest:io!l~ni:rea · were filled. m.1t by M;he foJ-:lowing 
individuals: 

Date of- quest1.onrrn.ir not shown on file. LUCT-r.,L1~ 
,.;t_~-:..1., ... , 17-"?7' 1.t (-i",-.4,:.1,.-1) ... ,;.,,~, l4c-··s ... TI <'>rl~-;-,o,r-,,c•,,. o.P '7 1'•-1.J, W..;;-i ... ,..z,..,.~J.f - ... .:.. _........... , , •• ",...,, .,l.--,. t, ' ,S:...,:~b ~ W\..J .. - ,:.3-V . .,,. Ill v. . ... .! 

Wnshi:nzton (date not show;;i) aurI 527 Yorlr,_ Quincy.: 
Illinois, :i:n _Jtdy, 1£67 • 

.. \~ . : . 

CARO!, .i\J:TI-I MAE.Ell (•F3econd cousin),.. l~tct• shown· as 
CAROL ARN' pJ:;:Ppmi;\lSla He~y,. St. Louis, ~liSSOU.i. .. i 

.... . 
~ 

AL.BERT BENllY PEPPER (:friend), 
filissoµri 

1015 .Allen, St. Louis·, 
'if 

Also inclnd:ucl in the file ,11ore 3 i·e-cl~-ssificntion 
reports eluted .June. 10,, 1040; Dccembqr 2, 1£'61; r.!nd S.ept,p!:2.le!'" 2, 
which would bo o:f perti-ncnt backgroimd value.: 

; .. 
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On May 9, 1968; BERNICE DUCK.AN anq ELIZABETH ZIMMERMAN, 
owners of the Jewel Lounge, 106 (rear) - 5th Street, Peoria, 
Illinois, advised that they have owned that tavern for 
approximately one year. Bot.h are from the State ofCalif.ornia 
and they advised that the Jewel Lounge was formerly known as the 
m & n·Tavern .and-that the tavern is still commonly referred to 
as· ·the "Old M & N". The·y advised that the foxme.r tavern · 
owner (1959) called "Rusty"was unknown to them and they could 
_furnish no information concerning her identity or whereaboµts • 

.- On May 10, · 1968 ,· .LARRY ENNIGER, 1800 North 
·Knoxville, Peoria, Illinois, former tavern operator, adused 
that ''Rusty!! was widely known in the Peoria, Illinois area 
inasmuch as during the 1950s shel:iacLtended ·bar at two·or three 
different establishments. 

On May. 13, • 1968, BETTY MEYERS, owner of the · · ·· · 
Beer. Barrel Tav~rn, suggested "Rusty" whose name she did not 
know may be employed at the Piere Marquette Hotel in 
Peoria, Illinois. 

On the same date; PHIL BUSSMAN, Sales Representative, 
Piere Marquette Hotel, identified "Rusy" as Mrs. RAY M.' · 
TYLER, also known as ·MELVINA.TYLER, 408 Bryan·Street, 
Peoria, Illinois .and 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois. 
He ..advised she- has -been- empl-oyed as .waitress in the lqunge · 
of the hotel fo~ the past 6 years. · 

. .::.,,. .;, 
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FD-302 (Row. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

c· MELVINA TY_Lhil, al~o known as· "Rus.ty", .and-"Mr-s.- ·Ray 
M. Tyier, 213 Franklin Street, Bartonville, Illinois, was 
interviewed at her· residence regarding her knowledge OJ:'. any 
prior association with. J1-\11WS EARL RAY, FBI # 405 942 G. She 
viewed photographs of RAJ::,~nd- advised that this individual is 
unknown to her and that she could furnish absolutely no in-
forma'tion regarding- .this· man •. · -., ... 

. : She advised that she was the owner on record, and 
operated· .the l\1 &. N Taver·n, 1·06 (rear) .:.-5th Street, Peor-ia, 
Illinois, during 1958 an_d 1959.. She said she purchased the . 
tavern from MILLIE and MAC BURDIN who now operate the. "Galley" 
a basement night club at the Hotel Jefferson, Pror~a, Illinois. 
She said_·prior to 1958, she had operated bars at the Beer 
Barrel, 1034 Northeast Adams Street, Peoria, Illinois, and 
also the Pour House, 800 North Main Street, Peoria, Illinois. 
She ad.vised she was born in Norfolk, Virginia, and <::ame to 
Peori~, Illinois, at ·the.age of 16. She advised.that she 
married SAM ALLEN in early 1950 and she and ALLEN had had 
business interests in the abov~ taverns b~tween 1953 and. 
1959, I. 

She stated-she divorced ALLEN in 1958 and married 
RAY M. TYLER, a brick layer by trade, in 1960. She advised 
she is the mother of· two children, · ages 7 and 8·;-. She stated 
she has been steadily.employed as a waitress at the Piere 
Marquette· Hotel, Peoria, IlI°inois, for the past six y·ears. 

' .. 
She ~-as advi~\~d .:that it ·had been· report.ed_· that she 

.may_ have associa_ted -soci!:1,"1ly with RAY and that .s_he had ·been 
termed "a girl friend ·of· RAY" ·about .1959. She stated· ·that 

·.\ .. 
due to her association wit"h.\ the -general public for the pas_t 
several years as~ waitress} she had become widely:known in 
the Peoria, -Illinois area'· due-· to her natural red· hair, how­
ever, sh~ -advised that iri many instances she would.not know 
or.recall customers who may. have remembered her by name. She 
advised- she- •is positive· thati .. she :pas never known RAY social_ly-
·and has- n~vcr corr~spo~ded with him .. She advised that she 
would immediately notify the tBI shoul4 any information con-

.. ,-~-

On--5~/_J~3~t~fi~S~~ot BarfanviJJ~, Tllina\s FIie#_ SI 4.1 56] 

SA ELIAS WILLIAMS,. J"jt. & 
. b:y. _ __.S .... A..,__Q"'""'"'Uu.E.u.NT:r...&....I.uN'-'--.,;cP-~SwTe-.IuN..1.;S..u...,Q'-l,.lN--'----"----::sii-.1k,1;...t1,;;.·__;•_· Dote dictated-· --=5::..,:/....;l=-S=-/'-G~S ____ _ 

This documenl contolns nollher recommen_dollonJ no·, c:onduslons of the FBI. 11 ·1~ the proo~rty of.the FBI and Is loaned lo your agency;-
• ond Its contents are not to be distributed outside your QC,Anrw . . • 
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cerning this individual come to her attention. 

The following physical" description was obtained· 
from observation and interview and comments made by Mrs. 
TYLER: · 

Name: 
Aliases_: 

·Address: 

Sex: 
Rs.ce: 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight:· 

. Hair: 1 

Comp1exion: 
Marital Status: 
Husband:·. 

·Occupation: 
Previous addresses: 

Telephone lll.lJnbe;,r;: 

Occupation : 

• 

... . ~ 
. ~--- -. ·-• .. 

"i 

MEL VINA TYLER 
"RUSTY" . 
Mrs. RAY M. TYLER 
213 Franklin Street 
Bartonville, Illinois_ 
Female · 
Whit·e · 
40 
5'5" 
130 lbs. 
Red (shoulder length) 
Fair, freckled 
Married (1960) 
RAY M. TYLER . 
Brick layer 
408 Bryan Strec~ 
Peoria, -·Illinois 
Unlisted : . . 
697-0122 
Waitress . 

. ·,:· .. 
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~ . . 

The following investigation was conducted by_ 
SA ROY LEE WILKERSON, JR. at Springfield,. Illinois: 

A~ 
On May 15, 1968, WILLIAM K0FFMAN,. Division of 

Supervision·of Paroles, 103 National Guaid Armory Building, 
Sprirrgfield, Illinois, advised that his office has~ file 

. concerning JAMES LAOMA OWENS. and OWENS has been incarcerated 
at the State Prison in.Menard, Illinois, and the ~.issouri 
State· Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri. K!\1Ji'FMAN 
adiised that JA1ES OWENS has a prison registory number 
for· the State Prison of Men·ard, Illinois, being 2020s·: 
OWENS' registory number for Miss·ouri State Penitentiary 
at Jefferson· City, ~iiissouri ,· ·is 69846. K~l;.~.MAN a<;lvised 
that the only description- .that- !Je hfls in his file is. as 

.... follmvs: 

NAME: 
RACE: 
SEX: 
FBI NUMBER: 
AGE: 
HEIGHT: 
WEIGHT: ·· 
HAIR: 

. ..__, EYES.: .::., 
. ··cm.-IPLEXION: 

OCCUPATION: · . \ \ .. .,.. 
CHARACTERISTICS·:~:; . 

' 

JAMES LAOMA OWENS 
White 
Male 
1-397-707 

---------

27 on 
5 '"2½" ~------~-
129 
Charcoal medium· 
Dark Black 
Fair 
Clerk 
Top of head bald. 

' . 
OWENS. was incarcerated at the Illinois State 

Penitentiary, Menard,Branc~, Menard, Illinois, havipg 
number 2.0208, received from St. ·c1air County, .Illino·i-s, 
March· 12, 19~7_, ori the c.rir.1~ _of robbery.. · 

. / . l., 

KOOFFMAN advis~i:1 th~t-the mo$t current address 
that his file~ reveal ~s an addr~s~ of 3904 Folsom·Avenue, 
St. Louis~ Missouri, and this ~ddr~ss was current as of. _ 

·August 15, 1965, as .a communication sent to OWENS on this · 
· date was not returned. · -- H:\.tFFll;LI\N .§;ta ted that _ on~ Augfrs·t 15-, .. 

· · 1965, OWENS was issued a Certificate of Res-tora t·ion of the · . 
. Right~ of Ci tizenshi?:, KliJFFiviAN stated that. ~Ar,1:~"R~~---'""'~'-lu...:..:1 Uw-____ _, 

· was discharged on Juqe 2.7, 1965, at the exp:rra_fb-'i'tSF.1-klQ.f._.qiJi·:DEXED ___ .. · 
sentence from the S:ta te Prison, Menar~ ~~~-n-~-~-' ~tf~_~Efl_9:-~t:=mED~~ · 

. ; .. . . - -· -· -- - . - . . .---- ·-----• 
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Illinois. Kfl.FFMAN advised that -he has not had a_ny further 
comiunication or corre§pondence with OWENS since August 15, 
1965e 

@lFFMAN stated that any additional information 
needed concernirig OWENS could be obtained from.the Missouri 
State_Penitenti~ry at Jefferson City, Missouri, or the 
S1ate Penitentiary of Menard, Illinois, and this ·informntion 
at the penitentiaries· would be m6re current then the 
information that he ha~, ~specially information concerning · 

1 description and background information. ! .....___ ______ , __ 

•I,•, 

.. ,: 
~ .- ,., 

I • 

___, ______ . ----· --. 
... 
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Menard Prison records reflect on May 17, 1968,. 
ANDREW WILSON DE CORE, also known as De Cora- and Blackie 
De core, Menard #23415 rece.ived Menard Prison, June 15, 1953, 
on a transfer from Joliet, Illinois prison to serve a 
sentence of 1 to 20 years for robbery • 

. DE CORE.was paroled June 15, 1959 to Rev. JAMES 
WINENEGAR, St·. Louis- Rescue .Mission, St. Louis, Missouri, 
and was returned as a parole violator to Menard, July 19, 
1960. He was paroled January·15, 1965 to Baptist Rescue 
Mission, Collinsville,Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. 
He was returned to :Menard as parole violator, May 28,1965. 
He was discharged upon expiration of-sentence, 
December ·20,.1966. Upon discharge, he expressed intention. 
of going to his sister's residence, Mrs. YALANDA D,I CASOLA 
and her husband, VINCENT, ·37555 G3:enmore Drive, Freemorit, 
California. Other friends and relatives contained in 
prison records are as follows: 

Brother 

ANTHONY DE CORE 
713 South Claremont, 
Chicago, Illinois or 
1938 North 70th 
Melrose Park, Illinoi~; 

'" .;t 

Sister 

Mrs • MAR'lliA BUTTITI'P, -
husband - BENNIE \ 
9241 North Maple Court, 
Morton G~ove, Illinois; 

Sister 

NANCY COSENTINO 
502 East Memorial 
Bensonville, Illinois; 

_. 138 
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Niece 

Mrs. GEORGE ROGERS 
2020 North Le Clare 
Chicago, Illinois; 

Cousin 

PAT COLLESE 
1641 North Latrobe, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Fiance 

Miss HELEN HARE 
3020 West Madison, 
Chicago, Illinois; 

· Brothers 

HARRY DE CORE and NICK DE CORE 
addresses unknown 

Friend 

Miss MARY SAWYER 
City Hospital Number 1 
1515 Lafayette Street 
St. Lm is, Missouri. 

..... ...t 

' 1 
~- 1_39 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA" 
EDWARD A. CARPENTER: 

; ~1 

At East St.- Louis, Illinbis 

On May 22, 1968, Reverend DJ!,VID BLISS,- Pastor of.the 
Baptist Rescue Mission, located in East St. Louis, Illinois, 
was contacted and advised that ANDREw·:·vaLSON DE CORE is unknown 
to him, and according to his records-, he could not identify 
him in the East St. Louis, Illinois area and could not identify 
him·as having given any service at the Rescue Mission. 

Reverend BLISS advised that in the event that DE CORE 
should contact the mission, that the would make this fact known 
to the FBI. 

- 14 0-
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V. INVESTIGATION AT ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY 
PONTIAC BRANCH 
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