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Illinois Drivers License B326 4453 3030 issued 
June 2, 1967 to JAMES E.·· BODKER, 14341 South Avalon, Dalton, 

. Illinois will expire January 30, 1971 and describes him 
as male, born I I 5' 10 11

, 175 pounds, 
brown hair, green eyes, occupation - construction laborer. 
Records reflect license was suspended December. 12, 1967 for 
an accident •. It was again suspendect·in February, 1968 for three 
moving violations but is presently clear and valid. 
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On May 1i; 1.968, Mr. WOODROW THO!lf PSON, Parts . _ 
Manager, employed 23 years with Rust'International, Inc., 
International Harvester· (I-H), Inc., Industrial Tractor, 
and Equipment Company, 1803 West Washington Street, 
Bloomington, Illinois, advised that there has never been 
a WILLIAM A.· MARSHALL or any employee. by the name MARSHALL 
with the Rust International Company at Bloomington, Illinois. 
He related there is no other International Harvester Dealer in 
the Bloomington, Illinois area. THOMPSON·further advised that 
the close~t representative for the International Harvester 
Company is L.' c. BARNETT, District Manage~, International 
Harvester Company, 505 Rock Island Road, Peoria, Illinois~ 
Records of credit bureau in Bloomington, Illinois; Poli.ce Department; 
Bloomington, Illinois; Mc Lean County Sheriff's Office, 
Bloomington, negative. A search of city directory and telephone 
directory failed reveal .any listing for WILLIAM A. MARSHALL 
or similarity.. ' · 

Also on May 17, 1968, Mr. L;1 C.· BARNETT, 
District Manager,· I-H, Four Zero Five Rock Island 
Road, Peoria, Illinois, advised that his office covers the 
Northern 60 counties for the State of- Illinois which includes 
Bloomington, and his records reflect no one by the name 
WILLIAM A. MARSHALL as being an employee of his or as being 
a franchise dealer in his district. BARNETT further advised 
he knows of no recent employee transfers from his district­
to the State of California. BARNETT stated that any further. 
checks re :MARSHALL should be directed. to I-H 
Home _Qff ices, 401 Nortlt, Mi~higan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois •. 

'·. ,._ 
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011 ·· this cb.te. 11:r's. nc.3:mir. ST.f',.AD.ER cf L91ri11:;'con, 
Illino:ts·, . tei01ihone 30D 3$5-31-1:B,; tE)lephon:tcnlly contr:.etcd the 
-o{-'•P-·i r,_.,.. ·co·i·1

c:-:>·(•,'..1.•: ...-.tr t.,_,-i s ~'Cl t 1-,,,.,.. Icl"<'s ~r:n .1.'\D:::;.."1 ·f'lio Snu1;11c_1:,,,~ 
... _.__~- . • --....._ .l.J.-3 •••• =•·• w=- o, . - o -• -,-•. •· J ' - . ~• •~-.L 

conaidorably upset e2ot1on211~~ advised sha ~:p0ctect ~or 
husb~~nd to retu::i."'11 ho"2G fro~ Dot:i....,oit so2x~ti~,~ 12. t0 thi.:.:: n.:ftc:::no::m 
nnd t7:z.nted to· L:::now whothgr 01-- not \7e \~·culd Q.ssu1·e · t:!-1it his 
iclonti t:v wquld b0 p:i.--otocted in reg0rd to r:.ny in:to:rr:.:.!!. tion 
provid~.cl to us. concornine; th:G in·11~lff.N caze. l.!rs. SJ.'l:1-'J)BR nlso 
:?.sl:cd trhnt kind of protection we co11ld tive to her husband 
wh~ i'e1t his life 'l.7as in clanger.. ·· 

Mrs. STP~'.:..D.ER \'ra.s advise(! that any info:r.mr.t:ton 
:furnished to this B1.n"0rn1 iJJ, confidence would cartninly'· be 
protected but th~t t we t;rero in. no position to p!1ysicnlly .~\i_ard 
har husband and if.he felt his lifb was in.danger this nas 

'a natter he shouJ.d ts.kc up with loc~-1 authori ti0s, ho
0
,7over, 

-:-to t"i'ere d-Gsi::cous o:l: intel:'viewiur; him conc-srn:tng any vallmbJ.e 
infornition ho n:i.ght h~ve in regard to this c:ise und -Viould do 
so at his convenience- upon his arrival. i1rs. STB.:.4-DEit ath~ised. 
she would have her husband contact '"the of.fice Ur;(n1 his nrrivr~l 
,at LBxington, · Illinoi-:~t. ., She w,ts also furnished· tlie n.:1.ne of. the 
SRA at. Bloomington and o:.C:the wh.er0.abo1.1.ts of our off ice. there. 

. . . . . : . t .•. 

.Mrs. STitilI)Ea stai~.d she aria· her Imnband viere passing 
'through 110:mphis at the time lqj~R'J.111'7 LUTHER" Knm was slain. Ifor 
haband allegedly overhen.iJd a conve1~sation t:.rnong five indivichials 
one 0£ who:i he claims,resembles th~ publit::hed photograph of RAY, 
the subject, in this cnsep ip which they. talked about the killin3· • 

. Sub.sequentl,y, lnst Sunday nigi1t their car was ·broken. into nncl · 
on 1~ondp.y he cl~ims he vrii,s foll.owed: fro~1. Lc::-~ington to ·Detroit 
by ,0. .tn.n ChevJ:'.olet, the J:'cg•ist:ration ni.·u::2.b~r 9:f' which' he was 
unable to obtain. This car contained tii;o individuals .whom 

• • 1, • • • 

. ' . ·• ·.-... :" ·'--•···-·--·-----·-.---~-- - ... ___ .. _, - .. 
(~ ~~-,'~.·------..... __ ._ ~ - . ' ... ~ --- - ... 
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he J ~ d !lO t recogni·ze and at a rest stop these men took a .Shu L 
o.,,y :

1 
i :i Irn t <lid not hit him beca.use he "hit the ground !I. He 

::(:·.-,· fears he j_s in grave danger for his personal safety beca·usc 
i:c has information about the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

Mrs. STRADER waf3 advised immediately upon her husband's 
rchirn she should contact this office and we would set up a 
mutually -agr~eable ~ime and place during•which we could interview 
her husband concerning this matter. 

; ; 

' . . ... 
•, # 'I/ • C • ~\, :• 
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HAimnET Cli.n?.I.!CHAEL D?J::'.J~•:SE, 1::if O of . RCBERT IICCD STH.i\DI::l, 
T1as contactc!d at t-he l'os5.C:E)ncc of he:i.-- fat:i1,cn~, E. P. Cilit:iicn:,.::.:!J, 
Routo ~1, Lexin~ton, Illinois, on· 4/30/63. I~s~ STPAD22 nd7i30d 
she rtnd he1~ 1ms1:-;and '\78re -;:,..t the Gl,T'IIGI-IJG;L r.cs:tdo11e2 th,3 :-.

0
:002-::.,mi 

of ,;1_20-22/68. She ndv:i.sod that ·on. tb:;;- night of .,1/21/GS 01' 

,-.. •; 1'', .,. ,..., '°'Y'rr ·i ·~ ":t' o·"· L'./09/G n ' 11"'•~· h·,1c- h ,-,-n .•l "'."H') c:-• _f'_._._,,.,,,-::i.1--~_,,. __ •J~.-•r1 '-o,J, --!· L'·.1. ~ ~: ()_ •· ::·: ""'"·· -'·J ""'-'-- -H;_:, .J. - ,_,.., ;..;u ~-• •A •. ,:.,,..~•-•-'-· ... ~ •• , _ --• v - ~ , 

b::-,;:l::iE:; out:s:i.de the :i':~u-.;:1 1·es:1.d::.mce r;hich is locat-::d up n f:,r:·: 1 :-in,, 
01:c_-h:11:f -r::ile frou ·the 1:mi·n l"'1U"al rond. She r.u:.(visccl lHJl"' h

1
:::; '.:-:,. ;:,: 

and. h2r lather, E. P. G.Air'.ITCI·IABL, u.-:;on 1:-:aking a so:i.z·ch _0£ tl:,.: 
out.s·idc ,::ccn, found that the STR!s:D~En•s 1967 Old3filobilc I:,.::lL1. ,·;·::~ ... 
er:):".·., colored v;ith bl.rck vinyl top, had b-8811 b1.;ol;:::Jn in to. : 'l·.-:: 
.s·~-lL\.r:;~:n. a~lvised nothing vns 11:i.ssi;:2,z frc,:n th:.:J cD.r and no ,: 

1
:C! ·.-::,:, 

le~:-. t,~cl or soon i.n the area. ?.!:r·s. STIU.rrm t.d 7;:L::.iod hc2·· ln1s:J:·t1:d -1 
I"'- , .... J, . ,..,.,,.,,.I,--,-·1·'TIL • ' t•- . ~ •l/'l", '.-.: .8~ .t. a...1.0110 _i_:roia Ci18 ~,J.L,,: ~l 1i~, 1'03:!..uGECG O.l:l ·.ue ~w:-r:.:L_l:l[; Ol: -•:: .• ..,/ c,-_, 

en .route D-'.)t:i:oi t, -3,Iichir.,;an_. 
-:- ~~r .; r 

•·. 
· · · ?.!rs. STHADEn adviseti'. ··that· in a sho1"'t period of t-i::,(\, . .. 

Mr .. STR.hDER returned to tho C.P.R',J};GIJ.4.EL ·:i?es::l.denGe. Upon his :ra~~1::::1, ---::-----:-----------· ~ \. .. - . 

7.- \ ------~----~---~:~ .. ~ ......... •-~------..;~.~-:..--

' . \ '° .,: '\, '\~ 

'· ,. 
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11rs.. STT!E0Jn1 advised U})021 ctb(~us;;:d.nz nbov0, r:d-ch h2r parents 
3 her :t1otJ::.0r ~ I.b:s o r;.. P. C.tJt'.IIGH~lEL; s·t2.-t0J she hv.d r~ot:1.c2d 2.. }_at;3 

noc~el; tc..:n c2.1·, nri.}~ir.iz sG·voz'Ql t2•:i.p.s on the L~ain ru::::,-..1 ro2.rl D8~n· ~· c:.n--r-r,--,,-..,_ . , ,. ... . .... ✓.,, 1:-)r• , .... ,.~') 
cne .i-.:...:L.!.h.,l:Llll~JJ 1'CD2(t-3n.eo 021 p-ie 02.:•1.y l':lQl?n:L!l::£ O:~ :..:/';:..C:,Jv0. 

Mrs. 31'::lfS.:ER ~.dvise•:l th::i.t O!! the ::..1:Lz.b.t cf' 4/'S.i:?,/GS h01~ 
h1!sb?.nd i:◊lophoniGnlly contacted. her, but he· v1ould not cUs cJ.cs0 his 
locn.tion ~s he sta·;:;ed h·3 Tl.J.s af1"ltid to 1J1·:mtioJ1 his loC!atio:1 ovc-:..~ tha 
phone. -Sl:;.~ r01ate:.1 h8:t> :l:rn.sba1id told hez• thht. he ,s-i;oJ.;p8d nt q :i:0st 
s-tcD ~rr::--::a niter- leavin.; In.diananol.is, In-:7.in:nrr. ·unon ·10:::vi:n:;; his car 
'1nct·1.;T!.lking the ·dii•ectio2f··of_' ~tb.~ ri,-3.D.: s re.st1~oc-c1, 110 saw a t2.n .. 
~uto::1opile o:::!Gt:pied by t-,-;o r,~6.n,. driving ve.1~y slowq · R8 stated v..t -ch:i.s · · tJ·--~ t-h:::.' r· ir1r.~~ -;·1 ·M··is r,i, ..... r . .,....;-.;.,·••ro .,;-.•L~•D~:;. a C"' o·'·· ,,+ 't...-j~~ e<1•:..1,,:7r, -'-l,ol_d -.r.-,;_ -,.i .. •::,. ---=.\.,,;;.:.,_ -..t v.d-1 &:"~ ..... t,, .. ,.,:o:.\_.t~3-~·: .L.-A-\..L .... C _,u l, £:.w 1..!.-!...l,,.. a....) __ ._. __ .,.,..,.__,,J.\. -

his T:ife t:1-:? .shot ju.st missed liis ea1" and he., 8TI1/1DEil, hit the 
gxou~d -r:here ho la:td as if h0 h.:..d ··.been hii. S'i':O:U\DZR stated that tho 
tan car c1:i.s:J._ppc;:n .. -sd and he b8..s not seen it since~ 

!Srs.. S?£L-'\.'Gii:R statsd he:,.• .. hushrmd· b3lievesthis ,~ct ion w~s 
! . t h <ii 11 • • J . --t ... ·. ~ : " G •"I ~ .. C1 L cme o ~is 00212g J.n che r.:en s restrccm at tne ~ul:t. 1.i.. uc.s: u·1,c,9, 

L0b~non, T~,m:12.ssee, en 3/27 /J8., 1:-'hox;c he ~ll0j0clly ov-31~:1.:)<1:rd LL ve nen 
P ,~!1-,-,in-,•·+-o ,_·il] D-..-. ~i-,nrnr•;,T 1~1r1',·q-,.,-q,.·;:_,-~~-7,... J:> ~:,.,..,"' ~','""'>/TY;~;) s·l-.,.t,:-i.-l h-"'J. ... _ -~--~---o - .,. ___ . ·'• :,, ..... .!. l ,_ .!..l•-"•---"-.tl,u, ..,_~. i,.J....,. u~.c •• \..v_, .. ,~..,-- vl.1 \C, 

hus~rrnd told h01~ that 01-:e o.f th:~ t10n .in the r.es·i;rcom. w::1s R.:'~Y, who:i 
he recognized af"ter RAY~s photcgro.ph ";l'D..S publishod. She stat8d he 

.,t)Jrth3-r in:fo:?:ned her . t11r,_t h-e would be ·able to recc;:i;11iz2 the ot:1er L'Icn 
.ha S2.7l in the restroc:i?.1. . t:D.'So .STR.t'w3k·ad\rised Sl1;3 :;::oco.lls b0in3 at the 
Gulf Trl!cl-;: Stop n.t Lebanon. 1 Tonnessc;e,- on 3/29/GS.-. Sho ·st'.:lt,2d upon­
their le~-,,in:; the truck st.9p, her hus'u2.nd did. not mentio~ i:o h2r .:..nythin;:: 
of ~~aring of the plan to': kill IGKG. She stated she does recall her 

199. 
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hu.sba.r1<.l r;-.:;r:1:'..~~"I:;.ecl, :uI_f · J;:inz- go~f:1 b~ . .-c~~ ·to !'.!e:np1).is b~~ -=~· i l 1 
;,rr::;. · s1.·.:1J"\D~~n 2..civi_~:;2{i l!0x~ 11\..1.sban::1' t15.d say. 12e yt.n11.tr.-r.} tc~. :.•· . 
s1,.,.,~ .. ~fi 0:r 2,m(!, T,=asl'ii:2~~ .. ·l;c;11 ~ D. C, "r/i10.:n lie, :1~11£t~'1 bu .. t ct·iu ·not 
110 t!cs i1•ecl "co S·2() S"3..\~~z1.1.r '° 

: •• • l 

.... ... 

I-I~~-s ~ ST~~~"-"0~J1: ft(~_--=.risec1 11•:=-~:t" ls.t:.sb:J.1).(1 I·e-t;t1:c·11-:::c1 to th.~: c·:.: .. 
1·csicl-::r!C(! a .. ~ I:a::~-j .. i:6·i:ori, IJ .. l:l11c,:i.s, 0}1 ?r:l,d::13.r, -1/26/GU, •t\i~\~~: .. ·t: :. 

u11til t,11e IlO~{·r1:lr1:( oi sr~·;;:11~c1n.y, ~~/27/r:s:,; r::t y,:}1:l.c]1 ti:r:3 [}'(~·:.,':: . 

~;.!/~~~~~8~~;~~~::;_~!~ hagi,~:1 ~~I~:~2~ti~t~~:v·~~1~/~'i'B~1~}ivi.; 1 ~c~-~-~-, Lt;.;:', 

1.f1•s. 
tir. DOH1\LD T ... 
Off ice of th~ 
nnd szt t.1.p an 

J 
b. d 

i.vould 118.I~e ~!.il ft_l})Joi.::::~·t3..c;:111·t -co iJB~!t S1:t1J.£ill:~:t ~tt ~~11y J_oon...,ci():1 or· :,. t 
2llJl ·i:iE.G Yil18ll s=-;i1-~-r:s:~ 17~~8 nv·ai:lr:~l)le. ;It'h..,s~ S7fTI.i-).D:Sl1 sta.tecl h::}r i:1_:·. ~,:~ - ,: 
told h~r he ",,70.s nfraid to attE:::.,~)t to mr;j::)-;; with li'.3I t~:::;entc-: 1 :-:::; r:, ' · · · 
he l?;::s b~ing folJ_o~d. lI::,s. •sr1:.~:i.1\DZ11. s·t_a:te-:1 she ;:rr!S ur10-blc- to :~<~=-~ .. _. :. :_ .. 
-lier · husb~J.1cl ·l:o r.!:-t!~e a~r::t..112;c1:1en·ts for a'· i .. ,~~.,._ i .. _,,,., .. _ vii tl1 t!1e 1~-:DI. :-:_;: ~} 
ndvis'3d he:-e hnsbn.nd is _Vf.'H'Y rn.wh intc1'e;t;d·-i~~ obtain:l.rc:; :rn:o':.:::ctir_;::. 

Hrs. ST2.:1LSH advised of so:-,I2·df her husband's ;:,.ctiviti,:'.;,' 
which are not concsi·.ni:n,3' t:h"c,uurd131• oi'Dr~ I~Em. She adv:1.sod ti:~:t 
she <loes i~ot. know 2-:ll oi her· husb,rnd' s ·:bu.siDess and that sll.2 i_:; .:;:.: :·:-, 
he b~.s not told rw:t"' all he kno:.'iS. 
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a·ppeared in "Life" magazine and the ·:Governo·r of :Lousiana 
placed a stop to the entire operation. 

·Mrs·. STRADER advised her husband -is•·tn tel~fphonic 
contact with her daily but dec1ines·.io furnish information 
as to his location over the telephone, ·as he is very afraid. 
Mrs. S'fRADER was advised to inform her husband if he has any 

• information he de~ires to furnish to the FBI, he can contact 
a·ny FBI Field Off ice who ·will then· ar·range for an interview . 
with him. · · ·· · 

CARL STERN, _Washington, D.C., NBC Office, advised 
a representative of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, that 
a man (FNU)_STRADER, whom he had met on one occas:i.on,while 
cooring a story in the South, had, on April 24, 1968, telephoned 
him from someplace around Toledo, Ohioo STRADER informed him 
he was en route to the horn~ of his wife's parents in Lexington, 
Illinois. He then told STERN a "fantastic tale'' about him, 
STRADER, overhearing a conversation ·on March 29, 1968 in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, concerning the killing of MARTIN LUTHER KING~ 
Apparently STRADER was of the impression that the people involved ·­
in the conversation knew he had overheard them and they 
had taken his license number. STRADER believed there · 
had been at least one shot fired at him since that time. 
STRADER informed STERN he had vital.information concerning 
KING's murder and called STERN for advice as to what he should 
doo S'TERN advised STRADER to call the Springfield Off ice of 
the FBI and they wo~ld make arrangements to have som~one meet 
him at his convenience~in 3 their ter~itory. According to Mr. 
STERN, BISHOP stated -that\STRADER is afraid to approach any· 
off ice and may desire to· hav~. comeone meet· him at a'" -1,ocation -
other than an office. ~t -

\ 
I ,, 11 

The files of the Springfield Office contain the· 
following z:eferences to ROBERT STRADER, howeve1:, it .. cannot oe 
det~rmined a-t- this point whet:her or

1
··not they refer to ROBERT: 

HOOD STRAD_ER o:f Lexington, Illinois.. . _ · · - . · . -- · . 

. .. · on Noverabe~ ·_19 ,--- 1965; · ROBERT· STRADER, 6~ r" -2n, 175- lbs-., 
employed- cutting .timber· near Edwardsville; ·Illinois_,• and in 

·construction·work· at· Southern Illinois-university, Edwards­
ville~ Illinois, was considered a suspect in· the robbe·ry of 

-the Hamel Stat~ Bank,. Bt1fil·e 91-.2-05,60,_. SI -f il~ -9i"."'264~ • 

201 
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In 10--GS p:t-.c3ecrrtio,r1 of·:RCBER'l': !Io .~?;l1~~!.DBrt ·\•,~j 3 , . 1 · " . l'T':~:·r-;.r · .. ~~-:•-..... ~·~-. ~/½~ r..n' _:;_.,:~.·.r,"'-_1 ... !/·-:~:-1 ;..: .... . Cl~C :ir..e~~ :1 .. ll t':..n _ - :._. ... ~ " .. :.... .. ;....•;., 1;.._~.:.. ;;;~_, .. ;_....,-1, .Ao ... - u - - ...... a,• :i."0!1 -~_n.l-· C.:'..~.:"' • 
.RGBI~]1T !Is>- srr:1 '·. n-ri:T? ll~J:{1 re1J2,..cs021t,3c1, 11 :1:-·'is-::) 1 -r ns fi~ll 0~~,.u~? •'°'":?A~ c-; 
G:;H8r;:i.l 'l'0:Ie:9:1m13 Co~ 1 9::_ !ll~no:lE;il :cojisteri.tl'1 ai' i:,;~-,­
mot;als ~t B:tc.·:.:·.1:t1~3tc>I2 1 I1.l2~1-~~.:i .. G} s .. 11r...l !:.atl s1~irJJ}8t:l ;~.r:i.:tl10:J.t 
r;,1-1,J-2?·3-~l:f c~~~;~ki2:;.;·· 0::,1 t · aI?.sl 1.1i ·t11ut\.,.G 1>ayj .. :2~~ · f o:e -b. :ts .;~~, ... L:hAl. 

s1g1/1JJ:~~ co11J ... -~1 no·t b:3· ].·oc~ t-s-tl tct tl1-~2:G t:1.;:::-:) but ,:--as· C._'2S81~ib:::l 
~s a ••-:,r~i-i:a, t~~~t~:le;1 35 :...· '1(} 1 5 9 l0u .J3 1

., J .. SO lb3.; t1rt1~1: 111:'o·:;11 . 

.11~·:;~2.~, 1.;0.:SiDJ. 1::s:.1_:t:td an~:1 rJ.s-c"ii1..u11 _co~nl?leJr~o:n.. IIe ,vas st1bject 
o:Z Sifi:i.e 2G.;.~~S>:)~)3tt 

UFl..P 
·nu:t:ilo 

OJ·)."'3 :8,(?:lJ.ETIT IIC:C~D .s~I;11i~.~:r~n \7!·tS. Gt-lJ}j G C-·-'G , of a11 ITS::1 -vi 
J:.--:J'l"\~) '1:II~2T C~!.SO :ln ,711:tcI1- r-1·< li-'1.~11J:r.2:f \7as co, 9/G3 1 

~G"•3J.G'JOD s ·Sif:tle 2{J~23L~03 •. 'l'"·fr:i.f3 :Ln.~Ii 7:t£t1..l::11. !1::!.tl r> .. 
:lJ~!;.:.::1~;;· l_'1;3,~0J7tl <:1~~·G:tn.z. b::.1cI~ 
aI~.d ~:/liicLi. i!r·;101 ~.rec.l 1:-ec~.J::.."' a 

A check through :NCIC on 4-30-BS 
STI'-:.2\DER ·w2s n6t cm .. x·ently . ·wanted.· __... . 

.. ~( . . · ~ t . . 

· .. ;. 

.O•t ••. 

~~;}·~~~ . ..::',: 
::t . . · :~..;. .• · 

T!l1:tc!1 

inrl:i.cated 
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B ~' INVESTIGATION i E~ORADO, ILLINOIS 
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She advised that her e.x-son-in.'..law, CE:CIL ·RAY, f or1:1e.rly 
of· Vc1n:.lal ia, . Illinois i has be.en to her residence. on approxirna.tely 
l:;10 occasions within the last five "ye.arst adcornpanie.d by an 
in(l.iviclual wl10 r~se.mbled JAJ"'IES EARL' RAY. _It is her be.-1 icf th.1t 
r,:·cIL RJ\Y rcfer;.~ed to this 02.rsoH as J ;;-,.;;1::S RAY. 1·'rs. FI.Z•::r-!CH 
wr:ts unable to furn.ish any m~re. ·s;;:>ecific ini.:orrnation a'' to the 
times or whe.n the. visits ·were. rnade. 

She .stated that CSCIL RAY ,,ms separated from her step­
daushter, JUI:ITH. E.!\I!.LTNE RAY, who res isJ.e.s at 1013 Main Stree. t, 
Hiz;hlanJ, Illinois. They have been separated aoout four y.~ars. 
c:-:cn, Ri\Y is be.l ie.ve.d to be.- employe.d in ~TOLIST, ILL., as a truck 
driver for an .. unicentifie.d Gas and Oil C'.xr,pa'..1y and--was last seen 
by Ers. FJEHCI·I in 1966. C·SGIL RAY I s "?aren.ts· arc d2.cease.d but he. 
is be.l ie.vc.d to have a brother who re.sides in Vand.al ia, 11.l i.nois, . 
n.::trnC:! unknown. Cf~CIL RAY i•.ras employed as a· bartender at on,::: time 
at an lmLle.ntified. bar on the.· Ewin st:J,'-e<:::t in Vandalia. 1<1:.S. 
F].F:;<rcn had no photogra~_)h and could furnish no description of 
cf::cn., r) ... AY. 

• • • ; •• • .- .; r ~ • • 

By way of backmround .. _c._oncernu1.g 1"''.I~S. F?.l:::NCH, · her husbimd 
-SA:.<.L 7.rr::::NCH ·was bt?.at to de._atl~-:~n Effin6 ha.m, Illinois, in· early 
1967 an.J the cn:::e. has not be.e.n_.;-s'.::ilv_e.~. ,.: Jvirs. FR!:::1:CH re.s iles al one. 
wi.th her dog and accordin:; to Sh_eriff /\. .. ::>. DITTER, is an avid 
beer drinker. Hrs·. FRSr~CH did nbt anpe.ar to 'have been drink in~ 
at the time of the interview. Shedid-refer to the death of her 
husband on sC?.ve.ral occasions arv::l mentioned that she kn_ew ·how 

. 20•,.,,.•- . ..., 
O' -· . 
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JUD .. ~. ·.t.:~t TI./1 :r, 1013 '1- /~ tri B -t::.~C-(3 ·;; p . JI~,.3l1.::t~1~d, . I 1.1. :t !~{.'::i.s, 
Y,'t.:.f) :t1rt:t;;~~~1:.1e~;;;Ji:1 1\:):: .... i:t 3(),, :tf;JtJ r;' C;f.)Ilt~~;:::7t.;1,1·;lrI£; }:.~;-i~ }~J~·:r:;11G!J3::;; 
cf i:~c-ss :t!J).e [l~.3fi·G~ :l?.i ~;if.!!J2 \Jt t~'i "G}1i;: St1])~l.er:·i; f (J;l:::x~;J l~.\l-!I, Bit-~[ 0 

l~Jx~:-;1 11 .. r.-ri c.-1t~~ . .-scG t~1~1.-~ 1~0=~ 111.t:_~-:~1.l':?.:~1:-:1j c~=~·~J~L TID.)~, 
iG ~!. t · ·t}.:G j~;:~0r;~111·t t:~~::-~.~ Sr.:i~):~).~e:,·f:,ej :r1:~o::c.1 .11e;J} Z.1! .. ·1.:11Cl~::t~l ·tl:8;t Ji";I(-; 

1~0-G cl:i·-:.7 1_:::~cGc1ll 8l1.0 ~3tf-:•~~)~1 •;.;I1~~·(: -~J1c:x~:..1 :J.rJ f~ rJ·t£3.~i;c~ VlZ.:11 ... ~~i'!.1~-c 

~;;!~~;;i::::~t~;;~m}~1:Ef I"~i~1;~1~1 l0~::ii!!:;~I;.~:;;;),~~l;ri~~; tGS 

Jti!)I;;~11 I~..!;~{ ot:::·t'3-r.1 ·c1-!.n·i: :~1..: ir:1 110::: 1!.~1:::~·0•:3;.r:3·~~11f1:!.12.J :f:~~-c~1J t1'1~~ 
S·t:r~·t::or:, l1 .... ~·~c>;:~:c.:r.::l'L~ (;~fi::~c-3 fl·:; B~] .. ;,:2.:r(: .. :1·~;~;.J~:1..8p J:Jn:i~.~~o:la~t~~\Q.t ~104-a 
l1r: .. :~1.;2.121l !:2..~y 11:::~J'-1 }~c_c~-:;~rrtl1r r;-:::J"-i.tC;.:[1 -~o \1:tSr:0!·2::ii.11 0 :~.11 .o:cria3: .. ·t:t1 
csc?,!;3 ·c11,1 \1~:.1~:.::?ttr~t: cnt::J·triI?.t1i11:1 nz~:~1:.s·i:.. Yt:~:;i ir1 ·i;}1e f3t£i·~e ef 
;: 11 i~1oj.rJ ~ 

llo\'!:2-~t01~ ~ Etlif~ f.rC.n ter1 ·c11n:i li:1.s J~c.:;.2.t :lc-r1 9 :tf l!G 

~~~ t:i.~v~~a ~~o i r\t~0~~~;Etjt~0?;·:~~~:~~2112,;~ '~~~l:~·xi~
11~:s~~r~il~ 

11 ~~:S r:l)·i; ·.:1c,v0~} ·i;t:> Y/·i::·::.-.;~;~:.r-~!·\ ~;fi~:.'\ ❖··"=1~~ -~~~~1 ❖-~:-~i:"': .. 1.1~•=1•1-..;r.::- ~ .. :1 ~,2·1";.tl2~l"lqlb 
-- -- ~ ., 4 '-.; ..,.,.,_. ___ _., --G~ _ .. ~.._, -?.....- •. ,.,_;..:.....- ..,_.~ ........ ~:.~, ,_,J.-,..., ---~ ... ~~ c ....... \i .......... • "'., __ r 

-x:t~_iY10~tC:t '";:r:tt21 SDr!9 ,x·? !1:lfJ.i~,j\J,.a·t:i~?SSo· Sl1-a f~·ts·f;.s,:.1-ti~.r:..-i; S~1:3 
l1~fJ ci-i r.~:0~.,10:-~~t:11 c:~c~s:tc.~2:FJ · ccrit~:r..~ter1' i.~i2!ir~·~:1.l12i:1 -u:? !102? 1:t~3C~rld 
i ... 11 \~~·tr~(.;_~1..11_2. b12t ti1~y i121,o 1"Joft~~b(1 t~ 11i:~J,.ro 1101~ loca~~e :::101~ 

l1us1;:i11;1o .Shs :r~eJ .. 0-·t(::tl tt,~"C: _it :tSJ-.. iioI.) b-01~ ... 9f t11r .. 1.t -'.;j-;.::: r~-=)1nti\1 8S 

kncu the locaticn o1 ha? ~us~2nd but relu2e to coopa~cte 
tli tl1 h·3:i~ :tn find :l .. n3 l] :l~ 
l.ss11e.<l i~~a:I.1~t lliilo. 

they 
'. ,. 

be 

~sco.-~i~ ~:;io21 
bt1:C na ic1 }1~~ 

. !.-!1 .. 3 0 

,;1~1:1c11 
co1..11i1 

l, t. .: • 
Itll-'l stn.t.:=!t.l t1iu·;;': rJl1e c2oss x10·~ 1~~071 C-"'f ·any 

• "' .. l • • • - • • - ,.. ' • • •• J' .. 1~::::r 1J;.!:"3l}~IJ.:l ~~~t\i' :112.·=Je 1'~?.)~! \/3.."'~il t .. o.e f:3 1.!1),;0Cl. 

}~2v2 ns2cci£it .. n~1 ':?1:t·t11i·rir:.1 ·bcf.c,2~0 t,110.tr r:13:2:;..•=..~.gc 

J - , 

···---.-··· 
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c,, .. , ........ .. .., .. •-n ........... _ ..... , ·!- 1·1r--••-:;.,"-_.,.,,·;•,•.,,-~ . ..,. ... ~~---"('"'1,'"!•r~'\-J,,, -i.>.•.' ......... )•~91r<:;i-~ "-"o tJ.li.\J bi..,.:..:..v·.:;:,:,] ,..,.~J.:.;.f.,_~.V•.~.-;..,.J.?".:..,.'l.~ .. :!~ ... ;,u.._, .. ,...,: ~.a ;y'VC:,~i":, ~.;.:,_;, J 

sl10 r~r.~,1 l;~e:t' i.11..::--51)2!~::1 1~-2;3 :l.~1;:;::·i 1.r! fl c1ct7.:rrt:6y;n t:.i;::~}~t;r:r::,n·~ :ti1-
,1, .... ",-.i y--~1•ir•D._~,-. n~£"~ ·!-1---i.a...:y ;"">f:1~--~-~ ... ~..-"."~j 1-~-,,.:.,y-:.(..") i~f't•~o c'~'":·)~"\"f"~....-~~-.-·•j-.; ..... 3,_"(:A•~t:.,. 

3 -~J~;;;,r; :· ···-~si:,~ -·-;1u ~~~d -~i~:;:1 ~~;;:;~; th;·;{.;;~'.' B :;;;~~ i;,,··11 r;l;;;, ;;; 
1,,s:-:""'~•.r-1y, ..... 1 l''"':'.31:'),'?(;"' ... 1·t t1'~:-··---Qf~C)~lf.:' ·?-;.i"'1:··:yy\:~s 1~:-'ly::n ~,•}-; .. 1-~ l·1·lr-1 to c,1y~•;-:-1"!~ __ .. 1--.l_.c. .. _,~c .. . J..,. ._ '"·,:...ll .z.~L:--.. ""-": ...,.,1.--,. ...... ,. ... ~ __ ...... , -v __ ..., .• -v .... _ ........ '" ·- --•-:..-.!. 

J.11 ·t11c ~1p~~1~·ty::f;111t t)Y' r;18.y ·0tt1~c~r3 r.~1:.cl i10'11a·9..;,0:e ic3~;j3.t:tf:te{! 
.-.-·yo·'? .•."!. .. ,...._r.r.> t'""l.-::'li"';-i~rc.r,ca <c""7•j-!-~.~ l•·ir; t?·.n_-~ c:,~-~-J·g_-..,'-:i:~ ('., -;~1:1. ..... 1.•;:• f.::'J··J.~~ 1~a~"!!P,_·,.• (.;..!.! .. '.. t..:.!...:...,:., ~ r.....,.:;..:. , .... 1 ~.1 •• ,.!.0 \1 ..... \1.:..! -~ .... a.10 t::J - _.. ._, ...,_ ., ~ .... ...,_ _. ....,. • -- _ .._, ..,. _ 

· ; ... 1.:~t1:t:c~~·tC1 ns ·Co tl1e:1:i.,, • i(°:011-2;:1 ·t~, t;l!t1 ,7011:t(l ?1{)"£ 1)G": f f!r1:1i1:1a:e 
,.,1;i_ tl1 ·t11.i:1 122J:·!t? JJ.~.lIJ~S EllI~.Ii lTt\ ¥ Q 

p1~ese~1t Y/}1e::..~BEl1)~=t1ri;s o:( l1exa l:rt~31)tlTI(1 D,2"1t'1. tl)a"!°; EJ1}~~- t:i~.~i11 C001JS1~&te. 

ui th ti.1.e ]{DI in ~:ny way p::Jss:tble :tn ck.:to1~;-:1:ln1r,s lds loca·cion. 
fG1e fJ·i:i1."tsd ·t]1~it· :t t is 118:r· iJ!~l:le:t:" if aI1~1::111.e 1~1101~1s l1ic3 
p1·0s0)Jt un01·0alxrnts, :v.t ·w:l.11 be v. r-l0Ub':)X' o·? h:~s fet;d1y in 
Va. }:1d.a 1 :tn .. 

She s·ca ted that a 1:1~mbar of the. fan:l1y nc:3t 1:U:::-~ 1y 
to lmo'i1 his address will -b21 .GXI.i}3El1T Rl'!.Y. ·1:;ho :l.:;.vos on nar1dolph, 
St:ce~t 8 Vandalia, IllinoiGo \-phe f.;-tR.ti'.d that a brotl119r of -l~er 
I'.!.USband; LllIGlY RAY!) also l'-0_8i(1cq in va~da.liaf· Illinois, but-
1)-:F-1 r-i.::-7--._1'71'0r.~-s, ~~! UP,~TI..!'"":t.";~7a~ ~-~\ \ -._.: -->•- _..,..'"•--t.- .s.- :..J;.~--V\i-•o '";;_~·· 

-,,_·· . . \ 

:Another b1~o·ther, STA1·TLEY 'RAY residr:s in Vira, 
Illinois, and b-oth pn1·0nts of h:;1" husband a:re dec0i-'.sed. 

1.Irs. RAY sta.ted that .LEOiTARD BQ1'iI;.3 is a close 
friend oi her· ht£3b:~n:d and nqy pos's:l.l)ly, hno-;;-1 li;l;3 ·present Yil!ere­
abquts. She stat_ed that he is the·. 017nar of Eotzgs1 .. s· Tavern, 
Vandalia, Illinois., and :the e~act add.1·ess ::i.s unlmo"'.·m to 
her. 
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~.S ·ti".itJ 
s -cat:~_():} 
B11j ·tI.te 
p::'lo0SE:1"Lt: 

:(01"1 l".1ir:1 

•· •• 

8110 :r':t1}~tl1·JI;, f)tn·Cc-;::1 tl'Li~-t: Pi~Ef~'~'()~[I :PJ1X031 \7}10 

c1~~?r.r::::r of n Y.Ic,}J:t:t fJ·{;~1/C:LtJJJ i2.1 Vr.1:'.::(lL:.J .. :l~ r 1v11:l.cJ.1 
io lc.8.~:1-;;.;;;tl c,·C. ·t:~1;:) jt!:~1c·t_ic:11·,,o:l ·C!fe_ {)J.c? 1r~:.e;::.\~1~~::r 

I: e '-:7 s u r: 0 :i.· I-I :1 :fr;::::. y rc.n f_'°'. _;,_~~ 2 ~-· : .• ~,1.:.·!.= ... ':.-.-.::,~.--;,;, .-~-~-tr;_.,_:~·~~-,~.: h B 2~ h 1:r:; !::2.- r2 ~1 
1 
s 

,·,;j101.·e:! l.10;:rC.o :l:.1,. t;l~~- -c:; ~.: "- ~ :.,. _. __ .. ~- --~. ,:·0]~~2;..3c.1 
from tino.to ti~eo 

. . tb.~s~ 11.!1:t s·to:tsc1 ·t1).r1.t r--Jl"1e •!~1~o"'i.tS v0-;,.1tJ:r 1:;: __ t;"cl0 a1Jo11t 
lie:c;, lll':S}Jnl~{1 rs ~SSC>::! ~-~·~~.-f:;03 ~11ll tlJ.fJ.:~ l1::.1 tl(YL1!::"1 1Ja ttie C~G· 

to cc)11·t:n6"'c c;:~11ct:J~;J11.ir1g tl1.•i?1 o SI:~.e fui't:11E)J., st::~t ted tj:1ri t 
C.."'lir-, 1..--, .... ,:...·-, 'tYr:'\i;""\Y 1o;:-·-··-·~ ... j o.-? !,,.-.~•"i''). r1·1~~-:br,~lif.q -~~r1•:i'i1;7 l:i~·1r~":t .. ,r,•-;...,,,,..,..i.,j•1r1 
1:l-,.- -"'.:...:'-'\ ~'--'•- --.-:..l•(,_v .,. ,t,,:.(..;.;, ... ..... • :._,;:;,,,._.->-·••"-,_. t- .:.~•:.o,·.._ .. ,. .... ~v .,..,,~ ~::.::..,;,-•V~.!..-.. 'I.·.:-. 

b0f c,:;..,E.~ tiieJr ,;e1~e r.~~r'i~·;; .. (:)::.1 ri~cct -c~~l·Z)X'B 1~i~1:1 1:~~ sor::~ asrJoc i[t ·(;,33 
at tl~t ti□G thst she is Ullfanilin~ vith~ 

,,, 

·- ",, 

~ t ~ 
~·. _.: :-, ·:.: 

,.-,.··,. 

i' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/ 

•• ••• .. 

. SI 41-561 
RCH:skt 
l 

The following' investigation was conducted by BA 
HOBERT C. HAnrns: 

At Edwardsville,· Illinois 

States Attorney LEON DP ;SCROGGINS, hladi~on County 
Court House, reviewed files maintained in his office and 
~tatcd that a w~rrant for neglec~_and refusal was ·issued 
for CECIL RAY on coniplaint of his wife JUDITH j_n l\1adison 
County CoL1_rt at Edwti,rdsvillE!. H~ -stated that the infoi·~ 
mation obtained at the time the complaint and warrant were 
issued disclosed that CECIL.RAY was .resid~ng in Joliet, 
Illinois, and accordingly, certified copies of the warrant 

/. we·re forwarded to authorities at ,Jolj_et. 

He indicated that he had rio knowledge of the current 
whereabout~ of CECIL RAY and that- nothing in file indicated 
anything except that he was in Jciliet. 

I 

~\·\;,.\ . 
. . . ,It\ ~··;.: 

\ . ..... 
. ---··· ____ .. _ '. ··- ----~ ... •._ _____________ ,_ . -

l. 
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SI 44--561 

In ,!..l1J· c• ,~,,,,,rec·{·· T At)t)V n "'Y 
l,. -0 ... ~ .. 01.>- ..-\.,-p ~,:-)..:."'~.:.\.l. ,J.·~!\-9 

employee, was jailed over the weekend 
threatening his wife.P but releHsed on 

a ';ity o:f: Vandalia 
of 5/11.,,12/68 for 
$250 00 bond .. 

Ml1.P. ro:,1 KIRKPATRICK ii an employee. -of the US POP c:ldvj~scd 
CECIL RAY lived in the - snme. n2.ifhborh.oor.J 9 but has_ not been in 
Vandalia fo1~ at lenst: t-..·10 yearz,~ unless vcr·y brie:U.y~ No re­
moval coi1ld b8 located at USPO, and no mail recci.1v2d during 
recent past., Tax a.rid votcrts rec'ords aloo ·negative., 

GILBi~R'l' RAY.-p · City of Vnnd al ia er;1ploye.e in ·t-h~. s_tr~c.t 
gnd gm~bage. '.'lOl'k p ac1vis·ed 5-ll}-68,9 he :ts an uncle. of Cr~GIL r.AY 

_a-µ<l, to his knowle.c.lge~ '·h?,. has _not; heard of J.,.~NES_E1'JU, RAYv bti.t 
_possibly CECIL could- -ha-i.rc~ )mm•m· ~:i,m~ since at one ti:!1·e. he wa.s 
at EcJwardsville and Altona:.-, 'I'he_re""is a broth2r STANLSY RAY \•:ho 
GILBE::n1 believes is in Virilr- Ille,· ';·-7here he works at Crane 
Packinr; BO., .There is a half" broth2.r, RICHARD RISLEY, \•lho 
lives in Joliet, address unknown .. · GILBEi.lT RAY mv~r.;ed he 
had not fH.~en or heard from. CECIL RAY j_n several months and 
the la.st_ he- )cnm•7 _he uas in, Peoria~ Il·linoi.s 9 working at a 
Shite (phoenctic) Service Station 

9 
probably the. Site brand 

of indi2pendent stations., · -' · · · · · 
1 

LEON.c\:":.'.D BOWLES fnm~r associate of CECIL RAY advised 
· h 1 h · no·.11i;_~-~ ne a.c cm~cl noth.1.ng from hirn for' -two or three years. --
no lonrrer operates- a -tavern but h:elps his son-in-lml in th~ 
tire recappirig_b':sines~., PP:E~JTOi-1 P?,IOR fof'.1!_:'~,

0

a.s..s..cc.0i::::~-t,~alqo 
had no- recent -inf o~mation ot CECIL O s __ ~~:;1._~_1~~-1t1:..1-.~tc;E;f, .. -:-::;:;-=,:{1

_'_'"'_'.-_~ • ':'..,. ..... ~L~~---.! 
- ... .. . .. •,..; -·· . . . 
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SI 44-561 

During contv,ct with Sheriff KELLY and Chief 
DALE SLATER, May 14, 1968, both Edvised that the entire :family 
of this group "were a little on the stupid side~" 

J - , 
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