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Miss DRENDA SUE KENT, after being advised of the 
identity of the interviewing Agents, was interviewed at her 
home address, 1900 Perdido, Apartment A-98. She furnished 
the following information: 

Miss KENT advised that her home telephone number is 
525-7532, but that this number is subscribed to by one of her 
roommates GAYE DROST. 

Miss KENT stated that she was unaware of ariy tele­
phone calls being ma~e from Texas from December 15, 1967, 
through December 17, 1967. 

Miss KENT did state, however, that her father, 
Lieutenant Colonel BURNARD B. KENT, 42 Main Circle, Randolph 
Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas, telephone number 512-0L 
24191, called her from Texas sometime around Thanksgiving. 
Miss KENT advised that this was the last telephone call from 
Texas that she could recall. 

Miss KENT was displayed various photographs of 
JAMES EARL RAY, and ,:tpon viewini!--these pho'togTaphs, she 
-~av~~~- tlla1: RAY was ullkaorm to lier_. _ --~- __ ..,,..,. _ ~-
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CLKO F. SNIPES, 3009 Huntsville Road, Kenner, 
advised he, is presently employed. as a painter a,t the Hen,r,y ; 
Lamia company. He stated that he previous.ly had telephone· 
number 721-2027, which was d:tsconn:ected January, 1968. He 
stated that to the ~est of his memory· he PfObal;>ly recei,ved 
a, long-distance.call ·from the Houston, Texas area in December, 
1967, from his, twin, brother, LBO SNIPES. He stated tha.t 
his twin brother le;ft New Orleans,' before Cl:lristmas, 1967, 
and called several times fro-.i Bridge City,' ;Texas, where 
he presently resides. Photo~raphs Qf JAMBS EARL RAY were 
not identified by SNIPES nor has he ever' he~d of JAMES 
EARL RAY or . CHARLES STEIN., , . 
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1 

CHARLES R. CONEWAY, JR., student, Tulane University, 
was interviewed at his residence, 1809 St. Charles Avenue, 
Apartment: H. CONEWAY stated that his home address is 1718 
Bayrum Street, Houston, Texas, where his mother, Mrs. WAYNE S. 
CONEWAY, resides. 

CONEWAY advised that during the Fall Term of the 
1967-68 school year, he lived in an apartment at 1800 Pine 
Street, with SAYERS BRENNER, who is also from Houston, Texas. 

CONEWAY stated he left New Orleans 
December 17, 1967, for Christmas vacation. 
he had not received any long distance calls 
the period from December 15 to 17, 1967. 

for Houston on 
CONEWAY advised 
from Texas during 

CONEWAY advised that his roommate, SAYERS BRENNER, 
received a long distance telephone call from his, BRENNER's, 
father, MILTON BRENNER, of Houston, Texas. CONEWAY stated 
he thought this call was on December 15, 1967, and that 
arrangements were made for BRENNER's father to pick BRENNER 
up on December 16, 1967, in New Orleans. 

CONEWAY reviewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY 
and stated that this individual was unknown to him. 

CONEWAY advised that he is the subscriber to 
· telephone nwnber 861-7067. 
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Date __ ..;..5..__/=17.:.../.....;6:;..;;8'-----

1 

DONALD EDWARD JOHNSON, 461?-•S&nac Drive, advised that he 
is the subscriber to New Orleans telephone number 887-8469. 

Mr. JOHNSON informed that he could not specifically 
recall receiving a long distance telephone call at his residence 
on December 17, 1967, from the general area of Houston, Texas. 

He stated that in the past he has received many long 
distance telephone calls at his residence in connection with 
his employment. He advised that he is a salesman for Clark 
Brothers. 

Upon viewing photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, he advised 
that RAY was unknown to him. He stated that he had observed 
photographs of RAY in local newspapers as a suspect in the shooting 
of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING. 
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1 

Mrs. JOAN L. ROD, 1804 David. Drive, Metairie, Louisiana, 
furnished the following information: 

She and her husband RICHARD ROD, and their four children 
have resided at 1604 David Drive for approximately ten years and 
they presently have a telephone with number 888-0404. The telephone 
is listed in her husband's name and the telephone bill is made out 
in her name because she had previously been employed by Southern 
Bell Telephone and Telegraph Comp~ny. Her husband is employed as 
a diesel engine mechanic for Gerhardt's Incorporated, 819 Central 
Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana. 

She advised she cannot recall receiving a telephone 
call from Houston, Texas, or from that area during December 15 
through 17, 1967. Neither she nor her husband have any relatives, 
friends, or acquaintances who were living in Texas during December, 
1967, nor does she know of anyone who pa~sed through that area and 
called them in December, 1967. 

She further advised that only her family uses the telephone 
and no one else received a call on their telephone in December, 
1967. Her husband sometimes receives busi11ess calls on their home 
telephone, and possibly he received a telephone call from that area. 

o0 __ 5~/_9~/_68 ___ at Metairie, Louisiana. File # NO 157-10673 

22 
by __ S_A__:.S...::;T_E=P=HE=N_.;;c;:M:.,,.,---=cCA=L=LE=ND=E=R=--_ ..... / ___ __.n_j_.c _ _,__l)ate dictated __...5.,_/_13~/6....,8....._ ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It. is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency; 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ 5~/=1~7/~6=8=-----

l 

-RICHARD ROD was interviewed at his place of erti.ploymellllt 9 

Gerhardt vs Incorporated, 819 Central Avenue,, New Orlean.sv Louisian.a 9 

and furnished the following information.: 

He is employed as a diesel mechanic and he and his wife 
JOAN have resided at 1604 David Drive, Metairie, Louisiana~ for 
approximately te~ years. Their telephone number is 888~0404, 

He advised that his wife had called him on th~ t~lephone 
just 'before the Agent arrived and informed him of the questit01ltllS 
asked her. He advised that he cannot recall receiving~ telephone 
call from either Houston~ Texas 9 or that immediate area during 
December 15 through 17, 1967, He does not have any friends 9 relatives 
or acquaintances who were in, or passed through that area during 
December, 1967. 

He further advised that from time to time be receives 
b'u:.:sil!'lless c:all:s frm1'1l customers at his home and th121rrefolt'e, he i!t2.8', 

tried to rieica,11 if he received a tebpholrlle call from a cuEtoir,nic?'lf 

in Texas during the December 15 through 17 1 1967, period and he 
just cannot recall receiving such a call. He has the offic~ 
pers~nnEl checking their December, 1967, job orders for any call~ 
coming from the Houston, Texas area, but so far, no job orders 
have been located coming from that area. 

on5/9/68 at New Or leans • Lou is iana 
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Mr, ROD was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and 
after reviewing same 1 he advised that he has never seen this 
individual. 

He further commented that he would discuss this matter 
with his wife and try to further recall if they received such 
a call and he would continue to have his office check their 
records for such a call and advise the interviewing Agent. 

At a later time on May 9, 1968, Mr. ROD telephonically 
contacted the interviewing Agent and advised that a search of 
their office records failed to reflect that he received a tele­
phone call from the Houston, Texas area during the period 
December 15 through 17 1 1967. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SAA ROBERT LOUIS WERTMAN at Metairie, Louisiana: 

On May 12, 1968, RICHARD ROD, 1604 David 
Drive, telephonically advised that he and his wife had been 
discussing the' possibility of receiving a telephone call 

.I 

from the Houston, Texas area between December 15-17, 1967 
and determined that possibly one of their babysitt~rs 
had received such a telephone call at their home" In 
contacting one of five of their babysitters, Mrs" THOMAS 
W. W~ST, who was babysitting for them on December 16, 1967, 
advised that her then fiance, THOMAS WEST was in Pasadena~ 
Texas near Houston, Texas on the weekend of Dec~mber 15~17, 
1967 and her fiance contacted her by telephone at the 
ROD residence, Mr, ROD stated that Mr, and Mrs" WEST 
now reside at 3631 St" Rene Street, Metairie, Louisiana, 

On May 13, 1968, Mrs, VIRGlNIA PEQUENO WEST, 
3631 St, Rene telephonically advised that she had received 
a telephone call on December 16, 1967· while b~bysitting t 

at the ROD residence and this tele,phone call was receiven · .. " 
from her husband i THOMAS W. WEST, who was in Pasadena 11 "!r~~:a,~ ~ 
She stated that her husband is presently employed at 
Baroid, 1738 Peters Road, Harvey, Louisiana" 
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Date _...;:;5'-'-/-=l:..;;;4 .. /...;:;6..::;8 ____ _ 

THOMAS W. WEST, 3631 St. Rene Street, Metairie, 
Louisiana, was contacted at his place of employment, 
Baroid, 1738 Peters Road, at which time he furnished the 
following information: 

In 1960, he was involved in an automobile accident, 
in Jamestown, Louisiana and received severe head injuries 
and since that time he has been under medical treitment 
at the Methodist Hospital in Houston, Texas, He stated 
that since residing in New Orleans he has traveled to 
Houston, Texas .on the weekends for medical treatment 
in that since the accid~rit he has been bothered with sevete 
headaches, 

. During the· weekend. of December 15-1.7, 1961 'j 
he telephonically contacted his fiance, VIRGINIA PEQUENO, 
who he is presently married to, at the RICHARD ROD 
residence, 1604 Davis Drive, Metairie, Louisiana, He 
recalls that he fir~t attempted to contact his fiance at 
her home without success and he then called his fiancevs 
sister, who is the neighbor of RICHARD ROD and his 
fiance 1 s sister said that ·vIRGINIA ·was babysitting at 
the ROD residence, He then placed a long distance call 
to his fiance at t~e ROD residence, This telephone call 
was made from one of two t 1e le phone booths in Pasadena, 
Texas, one of which.is located at a Seven - Eleven Grocery 
Store, approxi~ately ·s or 9 miles away from Rout~ I-10 in 
~®~'~r~itt:,:l,1f;~'.(t a tel~phone booth at a cut ~ate service 
station in Pasadena, Texas, He stated that the.Seven -
Eleven Grocery Stoie is located on the corder of South 
Shaver and Pauline in Pasadena, Texas and the cut rate 
service station is located on South S9aver between the 
Seven - Eleven Groc.ery Store and Pasadena, Texas" He 
stated that during the weekend he made the t~lephone 
call to his fiance, he was residing with friends at 
712 Trimm Street'j Pasadena; Texas, · 

WEST was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY 
and after reviewing same stated that he does not know 
this individual nor has he ever seen this individual. 
He did comment that he recalls reading about this individual 
in the newspaper, however, he has never seen this individual 
in -0r aro~nd the telephone booths in Pasadena, Tex~s, 
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Mr .. WEST advised that he was born I 

in Sweetwater, Alabama and he is presently e~m-p~l_o_y_e_d~a_s_a~ 
district mechanic for Bariod. He requested that his employer 
not be told the reason he was being contacted in this 
matter 1 inasmuch as he has lost several jobs in the past 
three years due to his physical condiiion in that he 
blacks out due to severe, headaches. He also requested that 
his employer not be advised regarding his tr~atment for 
this illness at the Methodist Hospital in Houston~ Texas, 
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D 5/13/68 a~-----------

1 

WALTON C. HALL, JR., 5911 Airline Highway 9 advised that 
he is the subscriber to New Orleans telephone number 888~7744. He 
advised that friends of theirs, JAMES and DOROTHY BLALOCK 1 moved from 
New Orleans to Houston~ Texas, in December, 1967, shortly before 
Christmas. The BLALOCKs advised that they would call Mr. and Mrso 
HALL as soon as they arrived safely in Texas. Mr. HALL stated that 
the BLALOCKs called them from the vicinity of Port Arthur 9 Texas 9 on 
the Sunday before Christmas 1 December 17 1 1967 1 to advise thelrnl that 
they had arrived safely in Texas, and had moved to Houston, Mro 
HALL added that he believes this call was made from a pay phone and 
was of short duration because the BLALOCKs were st ill on the ro,ad. 
Mr. HALL comniented that he and his wife were concerned because 
the B:LALOCKs were pulling a house trailer. 

Mr. HALL furnished the following address for JAMES and 
DOROTHY BL,ALOCK: · 

4922 Griggs Road~ 
l!-Eousto:nj Texas 
77021 
Tel8phone number 748-2902 
Area Code 713 

Mr. ff_AL1L added that J'A~..ES BLALOCK is an e:mployee '0f 
Texas Au--comatic Sprinkler Company in Houston~ Texas. 

HALL viewed photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advi~ed 
th~T the face looked familiar because he has seen photograph~ 0f FAY 
eith<8r i:n the newspapers or on television; howevery JAMES EARJL RAY 
we.s unknown to him. HALL commented that he knows of no one usi:fhg 
t ne names of ER !C STARVO GALT, W. C. HERRON, HARVEY LOWM'i'ER 1 
,§Af,ffi:S '.11IC BRIDE, JA:WES O'CONNER, JAMES WALTON, JOHN W1l.LARD or 
JAMES EARL RAY. 

On 5/10/68 at New Or leans. Louisiana File# ------------NO 157=10673 
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On 

Date -----'S.._./ ...... 1....,3~/_.6 ..... S...__ ___ _ 

1 

Mrs. ETHELL R. JACKSON; Negro female, 2989 Lasalle 
Street, furnished the following .. :.:inf..ormation: 

Mrs. JACKSON advised that she is the subscriber 
to telephone number .,5-3872; however, she does not recall 
receiv.i.ng a long distance telephone call from the State of 
Texas during the month of December, 1967. Mrs. JACKSON 
stated that to the best of her knowledge, she has no rela­
tives or friends residing. in the State of Texas and could. 
not imagine who po.ssibly may have called. her from this 

.. destination. She advised, however, that it was possible 
one of her relatives may have called and not indicated the 
place where_ they were calling from. She indicated that she 
could not furnish any .specific information regarding this 
telephone call. 

Mrs. JACKSON wa.s shown several photographs of 
the subject, JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify 
as anyone whom she has seen. 
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On 

by 

Date ___ 5...;../_1_3,_/_68 ___ _ 

l 

Mrs o IVAN SKOGLUND (JULJ::A).,<27:16:'D~Abie Street, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, advised·that she has telephone number 945=43020 

Jrirs. SKOGL\ND stated that her husband IVAN is preselil\tly 
a patient in a mental hospital in Fort Worth, Texas, and that shs 
.receives numerous calls from RICHARD TATt:J)(, her nephew, ~on~~r~i~g 
the well-being of her husband. · · 

Mrs. SK0'1,UND advised that to the best of her knie;,~JLedgie 11 
the telephone call from Texas during December was either frraim her 
nephew, RICHARD TATUM, or-1-911 her son, MILTON PHELPS 11 who was 
traveling from California to New Orleans for the Christmas h~2ilidays o 

She stated she can recall receiving a telephone call from MILTON :som(!'J~ 
time during the month of December, 1967, and that during thi.s 
short conversation, MILTON had advised her that he would be in New 
Orleans shortly. 

Mrs. SKOGLUND stated that to her.knowledge, MILTON has 
never been in. trouble with the law and is considered &::h:fi,g~ly 
respected individual. 

She stated that she is employed by the United States 
Coast Guard, Gateway Building, Karine' Inspection Office, as a 
Supervisory Clerk in Licensing and Certification., ~he stated tt:}lt 
ha.:f':. been so employed by the Coast Guard fo~ tite last 27 yearB o ,·. 

M:r;,,. SJ:~UND stated that she has conducted nu11.eromis 
name checks for the FBI since the assassin.ation of Doctor KKNlG· 
in r,efere:nce to GALT, LOWl4YER and RAY. She added that she i~ 
failll.ilia.:r- with photogl"aphs of RAY, having seen these photog:c:a.ph:?i 
in. various newjJ,pa.pers and magazines. She added that JAMES EARL 
RAY is unknown to her. 

5/10/68 at New Orleans, Louisiana File I NO 157=10673 
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. · .• : FEDER\L BUREfU OF INVESTI.ON 
~ . 

Sate 5/i0,(68 

... 
1 

;, . 

t\ GSOBGB (NO MIDDLE NAME) PREI~S, 2718 Ideal ~lace, -
afiter being,,.mad• .~1nvaJ:"e· of the' official identity of .the inter-• 
viewing Agent~ .. turnishe4 the, fo~lowing infor•atio~.: .. " · -· -

' -- ·, ' ' .. \' -'• -:-· ' ' ' : - '·'. .. 

_ His residence telephone. number iS '947~341~ at the ... · 
above · addre$..S, whic}l- is occupied: bf l>REJSS and n,~s· w_ite-::.. 
PREISS s~id :. that' 1:>:e . i~ U:Dable to recall any 1:ele'pho.il.e: call. -
received- on .his resideJ:1ce tel.t'W.ho.ne durag the .pe.riod Dec.em.--_ 

. ber 15-17, 196~. :He. sal.d ~that·.·.~-- knows of no .~relatives.'o~· 
acquabtp.ces -W,ho-- might• have been travel_ing in Texas .during 
the _i,.ert•inent . l?'.9ri.od .and who . .,.y . .hav.e .. teJ,.epho~d P~ISS-.- home. 
B~ can- ~Heall abso~:utely -nothi,lig .r8''&U"di.J.\g.,.any~ telephone call · 
td h~ ~~-'. ' 1 ~ ~ • ' • -' . 

h ~ ,: . . 
· .. P~_ISS mentioJ1ed that his wife. i.S• presentl.y visiting 

rel.ativ-~~ ,in :lentwood~ -Louisiana. Be said. :that .it is, remot.ely. 
possible that.~e 1may .have received a call in Decelliber,· but he 
is certain that she would 'have mentioned it to him,. and lie can 
remember,no·telephone.call during December wbicl\ his wife: 
spoke· of. rece!ving"'. He said that his. wife plans to return to 
New Orleans•. in . · about . ten days .. - · ' 

' • . "l: . 
• ~" . I 

· · PUISS.said t~.t. he-has two J"elativea who'li.ve;in:. 
T~_. .and o.:t .is possible tjiat .e-J.ther of tbea .may have tali•-

- p~oµed his . Jlo~, espec.ially s,ince: .the . c~ll _ was mad~ .. dlir~ . ..:t.ha 
Christmas season; PREISS recalls_. ii.o . .s.u.ch call from _ ei.ther . . 
relativ.e,_ bQweYer. Be . ide.nti14e,cl .tlie Texas relatives ·as_ his. 
wife's brother, ijOY•I. MC DANIILL_sa., w~~ resides at 24~~ 
Lovers Lane, Dallas, Texas, and MC DAN'llllt',s son, ROY B •. MC 
DANIEL, JR., residing at 2964 Lav.ita 1.ane, - Dalla&,,· 'J'';'xas. 

After viewing photogr.aphs , of' JAMBS B~ ·RAY, PREIS~. 
advised .. that l:~ had· .previously 'seen photos· <>f; 'BA? in 'tu · , 

__ r,ewspa1ieJ" •.. bu'I: the factj, ~oes not ai;>pe•r 'a.it!-' all fiDl~liar to . 
h'i• a,Jid, he,has··never seen the_.,man"befOJ"e,,,• U.Y's ·bame.· an.d all, 
knowA--aliases likewise had, "no"s·ignj,.t±cance' to PJUqss. . 

During ~he interview, i t
1
ii~as n.oted ·that , PREISS is 

an •~(l•rl;v meJ? wbo.speakfS w1tb a CJ'ccHhle Garman :accent, · 

File # NO 11~7-10673 

SA WILLIAM R. ··RUIIPJI ·,· 5/?/68 . 
by _________ .,....___._ ______ 3_o ___ Date clic;tatecl --------

Thi■ doeu-nt cdntatn• neither recommepdaUon■ nor C!fflcluelon• of the F'8I, It ts the property of the F'BJ and ls loaned to 
your agency: lt and lte content• are nor ·10 be dtatrlbuted outside your agency, 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
2 
NO 157-10673 
WRR/jpb 

• 

He indicated that in March of 1968, he became seventy year:s 
old~ and he is presently retired and living on Social Secu= 
rityo PREISS said that he is a native of Bavaria 9 Germ~ny 9 

and came to the United States in 1922. PREISS further said 
that, while he had learned of the death' of MARTI'li LUTHER 
KING, JRo 9 from news sources; he paid very little attention 
to tlie matter or indeed to any current events, preferring to 
spend his time working on his hobby of horticulture" It was 
noted that a large variety of unusual plants were growing «:m 
:PREISS v property. 
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• 
On May 9, 1968 1 information was received from the 

Houston Office of the FBI that it had been determined that 
long distance telephone calls had been placed from coin 
telephones in the Beaumont 9 Texas area on December 16, 1967 9 

to the following New Orleans telephone numbers: 

282-6540 

899-4323. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-2s~eo1 • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI.ON 

On 

Date __ s+-/ ...... 1~3~/...._6...._8 ____ _ 

1 

Mrso MARION LARKINS, Negro female, 5818 Lafaye 
Street, furnished the following information: 

She is the subscriber of telephone number 282-6540 9 
but does not recollect receiving a long distance telephone 
call from the State of Texas during the month of December 9 

1967. She advised that she does have a niece, Miss PATRICIA 
CONDOLL,·who resides in Houston, Texas, but does not recall 
receiving a telephone call from Miss CONDOLL. Mrso I.ARKINS 
further advised that her niece has subsequently been married 
and she·has no knowledge of her marriage name or present 
addresso 

Mrso LARKINS was shown several photographs of the 
subject)' JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identify as any­
one she has known or seeno She advised she could furnish 
no specific information regarding the long distance telephone 
call" 

S/JJ/68 at New QrJeaus Ioui~iaIJa :r :r , File fl _1>10 157 10~73 
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by __ S_A_P_A_T_R_I_C_K_J_._DE_N_T_E_-___,J._· a_h ______ Date dictated __ 5 /.,__1 __ 3 /._6_8 ___ _ 

This document c6ntains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It (s the property of the FBI and ls loaned to 
Your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 May 14, 196'8 Date __________ _ 

GUY L .. WILLIAMS, 5373 Magazine Street, New Orleans~ 
Louisiana, advised that telephone number 899-4323 is listed 
under his mother's name, but that she has been dead .since 
19, ~ .. , He said he lives with his half brother,, ... ,: '!!~lr 
GA1: ~AND COOPER J;ARVIS, who is 56 years old. 

He said that he does not recall receiving a 
telephone call from Beaumont, Texas, on December 16, 19670 
He said, however, that his brother is a seaman and may have 
called him from Beaumont, Texas. He said that 
GARLAND COOPER JARVIS is currently en route to Saigoni 
Vietnam, on board the"Wesleyan Victory.," a Gulf South 
American Lines v;essel-out of New Orleans and Beaumont, 

.Texas, or some Grace Lines ship. · 

He was exhibited, a photograph of JAMES EARL RAY~ and 
he• stated that RAY is unknown to him, except that he has 
seen his picture in the newspapers. 

S/13/68 ,: at New Or] eans, Loni s iaua 
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On M:ay 7 9 1968 9 infOJrm:atio!l'll was received from the 

San Antc/1• io Off ice of the FBI that it had bee in determined 
that the following long distance telephone calls had been 
made from coin telepho~es located at or near San Anto~i~ 9 

Texas 9 to the f<0llowing listed telephone irmmbers at New CirJ.Le:arils 9 

Louisiana 9 on the dates indicated: 

'Ieleph(O)lt'lle Number 

834=0436 

35 

Date 

December 17 9 1967 

December 16v 1967 

December 15 1 1967. 
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On 

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG.ON 

Date Sh 3168 . , 

1 

Mrs. IRMA BLANCHARD, 3838. Airline Highway, Apart­
ment 2, advised that she is. the sub_scriher of telephone 
number 834-04j6·-~ but d.oes not. specific.ally recall rece.iving. .. 
a long .distance telephone .call .. from the State of. Texas 
during . the p.eri.o.d Dec.ember 15-17, 1967. Mrs. BlANCHARD 
advieed, ho.wev.er, that she cioes telepbfni.cally ,-co!!!munn·a te 
with .... th-e Re.v.erend. ALVIN. BILLIMEJLof . San Antonio., Texas . .., 
She advised that .. Re:v:.erend. BILLIMEK. i.s a Redemp_tGitis.t. 
missionary pri.es.t who travels. throughout the .. S.tate of. T.exas .. 
and very p.o.ss.ibl.y .. cal.led .. her on this .. particular o.ccasi.ono 
She advised that this is the only. individual whom she 
knows in the. State. of Texas who would .pf.s.sihly contact her..,,. 

Mrs .. BLANCHARD stated that in view of.the fact 
of Rever.end BiLLIJ.IK '..s. po.s.itio.n, .. .she .di.d. not .particularly 
care to. get .. him .. inv:olv:e.d. in ,th.is .matter. .. and ... as. such, .. d.e.clined. 
to furnish .. Rever.end.BILLIMEK's addre.ss. other than Stating 
that h.j;s. r.esidence is .located at a Redemp-t:ot-ist parish in 
San Antonio,. Texas .• 

Mrs • BLANCHARD was ... sho.wn. several: .phot:ographs of 
the subject j JAMES EARL RAY, whom she could not identiJy 
as anyone she may have met or previously seeno 

5/ll/6g at Metai rj e 3 Loni si ana File fl NO 157-10673 

by __ S.;;..A_.;;..PA=T;;:..;R.;;;;I.,;;;.C.;.:K___;:;_J..::.o.....;;;.D=E~N=T=E'---____,j...,a .... h,__ __ 3_6 ___ 0ate dictated _ ___.,5,f--/..._1 _.3+-/ .... 6 .... S----

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property of the FBI and ls loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI.ON 

Date May 10, 1968 

Miss FAY JOHNSON was contacted at 3003 Toledano 
Street, Apartment 211 where she advised that she resides 
with Miss BEVERLY GUIDRY and Miss YVETTE SOUCY. 

JOHNSON advised that their telephone number at 
the apartment is 895-9029. 

JOHNSON was questioned concerning any telephone 
calls received at the apartment from December 15 to December 
17 9 1967 from anywhere in Texas. She advised that a mutual 
friend of theirs who is in the U~S. Air Force and was 
stationed somewhere near San Antonio, Texas during that period 
has called the apartment on numerous occasions and that she 
feels fairly certain that he called shortly before Christmas 9 

1967. She said that she could not be certain that the call 
was between December 15 to 17, but that it was near those 
dates. She advised his name is GERARD DARENSBOURG. 

JOHNSON advised that Miss GUIDRY also has- a -rriend 
in Houston, Texas and that individual occasionally calls the 
apartrne.nt, but she does not know this person' s name and 
cou.1.C1 not say he called during the above period. 

JOHNSON advised that Miss GUIDRY is in Lafayette., 
Louisiana and will not return until May 13, 1968. 

JOHNSON was shown various photographs of JAM~S EARL 
RAY at which time she advised that she did not know this 
person although she was aware that he was being sought for 
the murder of Doctor MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

5/10/68 New Orleans, Louisiana On ___ ......,. ___ at • File tf: NO 157-10673 
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FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG.N 

Date May 10, 1968 

Miss YVETTE SOUCY was 01>ntacted at the Katz and 
~hoff Drug Store,. Napoleon Avenue and St. Charles Street, 
where she.advised she is employed. She stated th~t she lives 
at 3003 Toledano, Apartment 211 and has telephone number 
895-90290 

She advised that she has not received any telephone 
calls from Texas during the period December 15 to 17, ·1967 
although her roommates, Mis.J FAY JOHNSON and Miss BEVERLY 
GUIDRY do have friends in~pas and they sometimes receive 
tails from tho.se friends o ~ · · 

-~~.;;!~-~·§'~~ was shown various photographs of .:,MES EARL 
RAY,at which time she advised that she did not know him 
but ;'recognized his as · the man being. sought for the _slayin~· ff:.·:: __ ;: 
bf C DR• KING O . . . . . "-. :p ; 
,·: ' ,' •l,,~ 

.. , _ __,. . --
. r:··' 

-, ·--.af!'C.<l/l'f• .I-"~ 

;-· ·• --~_-: .... ~::_~.~.•.:~::_·_ac:-.~:.:: ;_,,?,..(••,.:{. 'f__., • 

___ .,, :.,-.--:~t· ~•":. 

' -. ,--~,,.:Ji;;,_ 
-~"'~.- . 

. ,:r.JI".!'_'•· 

On 5/10/68 at New Orleans, Louisiana File fl NO 157=10673 
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F'D-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Miss BEVERLY GUIDRY'was contacted at 3003 
Toledano Street, Apartme.nt 211, at whic.h time she advised 
that she resides at·that apartment and :;;ubscribes to 
telephone number 895-9029which is locat~d at that 
apartment. · 

GUIDRY -stated that she cannot recall receiving 
any telephone call from any place within the State of 
Texas, during the period December 15 to 17, 1967. · She 
advised that she cannot recall her :roommates'.Mi~s YVETTE 
SOUCY or .Miss FAY JOHNSON receiving calls from Te~as 
during that period. 

GUIDRY advised that she has one fri$1Jd in 
Houston, Texas, with whom she communicates but that 
at best she can recall she generally telephones this 
individual in Houston. She-advised that·person's 11ame 
is LILLY THIBEAUX, 5016 Blossom, 

Miss GUIDRY was shown various p)lotographs of 
.:r4~KES EARL RAY at which tinie she advised she recalls seeing 
RAY•s photograph in a newspaper but tp.at she was not 
familiar with RAY and.· had never received a call from 
him. 

on __ 5---'/'-1_3-'/_6_8-'-.-'-at _N;_e_w_O_r_l_e_a_n_s-'-,~L....:.o_u_i_s....:.1_· a_n_a __ File # NO 157-10673 

SA PAUL c. HENSEL/ac 39 5/13/68 
by ----------------------Date dictated---------
This docume~t cont~ins neither recommendatio~s n_or conclusi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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- 1J • FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN.VESTJG.N . 

Date 5/10/68 

1 

Mrs. RUSSELL FARLEY, 4816½ North Prieur StreL,\t, 
advised hezt: telephone number is 943-9109 and she has A~d 
this teleph"ne since an unrecalled date in 1964. 

Mrs. FARLEY advised that she cannot recall receiving 
a telephone call from anyone in the State of- Texas between 
December 1s·and December 17, 1967. Mrs. FARLEY stated if she 
did receive this call, the only person that would call he~ 
from Texas is her son, RUSSELL FARLEY, JR., who is currenily 
enrolled in the Job Corps and is staying at the Job Corps. 
Training Center at San Marcos, Texas. 

Mrs. FARLEY advised her son can be reached through 
Mr. T. J. GIZELBACH, Area MaAager, Texas Educational FounQ.:B.tlon, 
Gary Job Corps Training Center, Box 1108, San Marcos, Texas. 

Mrs. FARLEY, a Negro, was shown photographs of JAMES 
EARL RAY and she advised that she has never seen this individual 
and knows nothing about the individual. 

Mrs. FARLEY further advised that if her so~ RUSSELL 
FARLEY, JR.; did JJt:.,-.ract telephone her in December of 1967 9 he 
would have made th• telephone call from a pay telephone booth 
as he 1?{9:9A~s>.t have' been permitted to use any of the telephones 
at the·'Job Corps Training Center to make a personal long 
distance telephone call. 

On 
5/9/68 ______ at New Orleans, Louisiana Fi le ti __ ... N_O_l_5_7_-_l_0_6_7_3 ___ _ 

SAs THOMAS E. DUHADWAY and 4o~;,, 
' 

by CHRISTOPHER MAZZELLA TED ;mak Date dictated __ ,;:;.5/'-=-l.;.0'-/.;.6~8 __ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F'BI. It is the property of the FBI and ls loaned to 
your agency; lt and Us contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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SJ2 P(·J GP URGENT 7 /3/6[; 

TO f:lfiECTOR AfD JACKSON 

,. 

E.,., 
L.:> 

• 

RE BUREAU,JELEPHONE fALL 10 ATLANTA JULY TWO LASTo 

RAY MO~/D 

· DAL TOf.), GA s, 
l•N T £RV I £WED A I l1H I I fl E: L D C O • J A 1 L , 

JR., AND ALBERT D. 1\lLLARDo CURTIS IS CURRUiTLY CONFU.:ED 

lt,;STANI BY SAS 1}IGr,P.S R. HEtlHY, 

WHITFIELD CO. JAIL AWAITING APPEAL CN LIFE SENTENCE FOR 

I. 1"URDER. cuRns ~i,s ·Avvr 3ED OF me rcrnn TY OF THE, 1 iHEH- / 

VI E!,)l UG AGE~~TS THROUGH LI SPLAY OF CH[lJEtlTI/,LS. HE WAS ' I 

FURNISHED A RI GHIS t.1:D WAI VER. or RI GiiTS F0Rr; viHICH HE READ{ 

INDJCAlED HE UNDERSIOC), AND REfUSZD TC SIGN. HE ADVISED . 

HE X~EW HE ~AS BEING INTERVIEWED CONCERtING STATEMENTS HE 

·_ .- ' . 

th DE l iJ A LETTER HE HI\D :•iAI LED TO ViR. SAtlDEHS OF EDONY 

V,\G;\ZI f;E. CUfiTlS STATED HE ~/AS Vi£RELY TRY! NG IO SELL A 
'SE,<\:Refiro-.........-zJN~ED _ _,,~ 
SrRIAUZED "~D ._..,...._ 

STORY TO EDOi!'I' FOR APF'fWXI MP.TELY Fl VE THOUSAND DOLLt.rtS TO/ 

. I 
HELP HIS ViOTH [R PAY Of F A i'iOFi TGA GE CN H E.R H O~;F., ~JlH CH Shr-·' 

MORTGt:GED TO 03TP.I ?l P, TTORr:Ey F.5:ES FGR HJS fEF'f.NSE. AT~ 
1 f 

F1 RS I IIE STA TED, WITH REFEfn:1,1cE TO ifll':SE STA TEtlEt/1S, n:A ,; 

"H; A~''."\ J"v:·s· •·•~f·L R"'( PULJr·r, A c-1···~ 1·;. ·--,,...TYF·
1
1•) l.'WI"'H\ c., nu t,1,c:. t.M ~ h _.:,,1 h L:: . .. h ;•.1, ,• · L•~ r,

1 
;:_,, L,, . . 

i.1
1
A S A B iJ i~ GU, 2 Y l i\ J CL I r:: 1 s l L. L • , J N C: G T , CR 

A T iH 1 S P Ci l t~ T l T V/{i S P O I1: TED CU T TO C U f\ 11 S 

I 

JUL 1 21968 
f:'81 - NEW ORLEANS 
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· -PAGE TWO 

STATEMENTS ft'.ADE BY HIM IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY ·coULD POSSIBLY 

INVOLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WI1H RAY CONCERNING THE KILLING 
OF' r,1.;RTUi LUTHEH KlNGt JR. CURTIS C.I\T;\GOPIC:\LLY DENIED THE 

FOLLDvHMG STATE11iF:NTS v/HICH \\!ERE liJ HIS LET1TH 10 EBONY 

1. 1HAT nE AND JP.{::[s EM·1L f~t.Y PULLED A CRIVi[' IN 

' -· Fl r TY f e, UR • 

2 • 1H A T RAY W i; ~; TED TH E J O [~ 0 F K I Lt U; G 10 N G • 

• I 
I 

·3• Trif\T HE AUD R?iY Tt\LKED A8GUT KILLING l".ltlG FOR IHF1EF.: 
~YEARS. .I 

4. THAT 1HEY TriLKED TO THE [t.ArJ fnOfr: r,,1ss1SSIPPI THP.T 

· KNEW ALL ABOUT 1HE KK BUSI~ESS~ANS ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO 

;puT UP THE ,~Ot~EY TO KILL Kl~G. 

5. THAT HE KtiEU THE t1ZN FROM CISSISSIPPI. 

6. FOR 11-rnEE YEARS, THAT HE t.1~D RAY VifJ.DE i•:APS JUST TO 

FIND 1HE: RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KI~!G At·.;D 1HAT HE HAD ~JADE THE> 

ttAPS OVE:E Hltt;SF.Lf. 

7. HE Ar-iD RAY Kr~EJ~ JUST v.:l!EH~ IEEY. \.JOLJL[; GC AFTER THE 

KI LL I NG OF K I N G • 

t;. THAT HE WAS TO BC U; O:~ THE KILLU;G Of XltlG. 
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PAGE 1HFEE 

~, . S. 1HA T 1H EHE ARE. i·:C:tJ IN FI VE STA TES THAT f, RE 

BEHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT no NOT KNOW WHAT HE KNOWS. 

- DURING THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS DREW CRUDE (APS SETTING 

.-OUT HOW HE THOUGHT RAY WOULD STALK KING. THIS ~~p SHCWED 
,,.:• . 

lH E FOLL0:11 iJG 10~:JNS v;HERE HE SAID KING t,JADE ~iOS T CF H 1 S 

~ " . 'SPEECHES: ATLMJTA, LITTLE RCCK, BIRMINGH/l,i·;, r,;osIL"E SElfrlA ,, ' • t '\ 
'\ 

/ 

\ . PO I N TED OU T ~ ERE WP. S P, ~: A N L ~ VI N G ON A H OU S .EBO A T I N VI CK S 8 U R G \~ __ 

JACKSOtl, VICKSSURGS, MSS., At-JD ViARKS, MISS. HE FURTHER . 

ON Tr-lE i'USSISSIPPI RIVER (WHOSE: FIRST NAME HE K?{EW BUT WOULD \\ 

\ l NOT DIVULGE) • THIS ~IAN WAS TO TAKE RAY fJOWN THE RIVER 
-

; QN HIS BOAT TO };Ew ORLEMlS AFTER THE KILLUrn. HE STATED IN 

. lHE PAST HE (CURTIS) Ht1D PULLZD SEVE:RAL BURGLARY ti.ND 

ARMED ROBBERIES (HE WOULD NOT COM~ENT CN PARTICULARS) 

\ I 
·( 
I 
I 

I 
!/ 

lHE r,assISSIP?I • HE,. FURTHER STATED HE H1\D \'JRITTE:N A STORY ,,/ / 

l:J T0 1.;itJS ALONG 1HE ~·:ISSISSIPPI Fi!VEH AUD V/HILE PCLICE vJERE 
' ,,. ~ 

LOOK! NG FOR HIM CN TH[ HIGH~h\Y HE l1JCULD BE ON A SOAT DGWN 
I 

.. / ,I 
CCNCEF.Nli~G THE Klt-;G XILLI:-:G 1;,:){l·CH ',lt1S CURRENTLY OUT cEING / 

I 
' 

lYPED At;D IT WAS THE STORY HE ;,;E;~licn:D IN THE LETTER TO 

EBOt:Y AilD I t'iTENDED TO SELL TO ESOr:Y. 
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PAGE FOUR 

SHERIFF G. T. t~ULDIN, NA; WHO IS SHERIFF OF WHITFIELD 
\ . 

. Co.,· GA., AtW OPERATES THE COUUTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS 

HAD SENT NO LETTERS OR COM~U~ICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WHIG~ 
WENI OVER TI{E JAILERS DESK. HE SAID CURTIS WCULD PROBABLY . 
SEND ALL [:;AIL OUT \:JITH VISITORS A't:D JAIL TRUSTEES Atrn 

WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN OBSERVED BY MEN OF HIS DEPTo 

IT IS FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT CURTIS' ATTORNEY, ERWIN 

tr'J TCHELL, FORtH::R UoS. CO~lGHESS[;lAN FOR THE SEVENTH DISTRICT 

. OF GA., IS Of lHE OPihlON THAT MOST Of CURTIS' COMfENTS 
. - . . 

CCf CER NU]G HIS K NO~/LED GE o'F RIW' 5 ASSP.S~; U·JA TIO N OF. K Itrn 
AR~ PURE FABRICATIONS CN THE PART Of CUR1IS OR AS A RESULT 

·Of SOMETHING CURTIS HAS READ IN LCCAL PAPERS. 

APPROXIMATELY.ONE HOUR AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

I N TE RV I E W vi I TH C lJ R T I S , H E SE N T A r~ 0 TE TO SH E F; I f F G • T • 

. ~~ULDIN REQUSSTUJG 10 AGAH~ SEE AM F2I P.GENT, THAT HE 

.· NOW W1-\N1ED TO TELL THE E1HIRE TRUTH. CURTIS tJAS AGt,U.! 

INTERVIL/ED BY SA THOtY.AS R. HUiRY, JR., AND AGAIN FL!RKISHED 

A RIGHTS FGRti 1.;HICH HE REFUSED TO SIGii. HE THEt; SH1TE:L: 

IBAT APPARENTLY IN ~IS LETTER TO EBC~Y HE.USED THE WORK 

"vJE." INDICATU:G THAT HE MiD Jt,,f•lES EP..RL P.f..Y HAD PL.tdiUED TEE 
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. 'THAl REASON HE DE1HED THE STATEViENTS IN LETTER TO EBONY. HE 

·THEN t1DVISED HE HAD t,,JRITTEt•l f\ STORY \:JnICH HE INTEt•.;DED TO 

~-SELL TO SOME EAGAZI»E FOR THE PU~POSE Of OBTAINING MONEY 
/ 

fOR HIS hOTHSR WHICH STORY t,J.4S STILL IN HIS POSSESSION MW 
. '. 

WHICH HE HAD NOT YET SENT GUT TO BE TYPED. HE
0

ALLOWED SA HENRY 

~10 READ TI{IS APPRCXIMATCLY TWENTY PAGE STORY, HANDWRITTEN, 

ONE PAGE A I A Tl ri:E o HE 
> THIS STORY WAS ~~UE. THE FIRST . ., 

FIVE OR SIX PAGES OF THIS STORY r·:iERELY SET OUT HIS EARLY 
LIFE IN CRIME AND THE PRISCN ~E~IENCES HE HAD SERVED AS 

A RESULT OF TH ESE CRI ~iES FR OM THE A GE OF FI F"TEEM. 1HE 

REMAINDER OF THE STORY IS THE SAf•;E AS WAS SE.T FORTH IN THE 

OHIGINf1L INTEF<VIE'.J WITH CURTIS IN APRIL, SIXTYEIGHT COtlCEF-it·;lr-JG 

HIS KNOWLEDGE AND ASSOCIATION WITH RAY. THIS STORY DOES 

fiEFLECT 1HAT HE FIRST BECAME ASSCCIATED v:ITH RAY IN Flfr'IYFOUR 

WHEN THEY PULLED A PAYRCLL HEIST IN QUINCY, ILL., WITH A 

THIRD INDIVIDUAL. SHORTLY 1HEREti.FTER, HE LOST COMTACT WITH 

RAY WHEN HE AND THIS THIRD INDIVIDU!',L \'i'ERE CAUGHT IN A" FIFTY­

SIX IHCUSAtJD DOLLAR BA1lK EOB8ERY r",T SOUTii~.'~ST CITY, ~;o. 

END PA GE FI VE ' 
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;PAGE SIX 

\PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY. RAY THEN STATED IT SOUNDED LIKE 

A BIG JOB AND HE WAS ALWAYS ON THE INSIDE OR A PRISON WHEN 

·BIG JOBS AND BIG ~ONEY WERE TO BE HAD. 
' 

SHORTLY AFTER THE Di'.:ATH OF' JOHN F. KEN~,EDY s MMnI N 
LUTHER KING~ JR., BECAfE PRO~INENT AND RAY STATED ON 

SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT SO~EBODY WAS GOING 10 KILL KING. 

lHE STOfiY \'JE!H Ctl TO RfefLECT Tl-i/.;T LURHJG THIS PEFi!CD AN 

INDIVIDUAL CA~E INTO THE NISSOURI STATE PE~ITENTIARY AT 

. 'JEr.fEESON CI TY FROr•i VIC!(SBURG, ;,;rss. S AND ~,:He, UPON LEt1ENHlG 
' . 

OF JAMES EARL RAY'S FEELIµGs TOWARD KILLING KINGt ADVISED 

HIM OF ThE KK BUSli!ESSt·iEN t\SSOCIATIOr-i OF THE SOUTH AND 

. OF THE FACT THAT PEOPLE IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP 

r,;orff.Y FOR KING'-S ASSASSit:ATIO/J, THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 

OUT TKAT F;;.y INFORhED HIM THI\T HE lt.J1Et·WED 10 HAVE EVERY­

THING SET !;;HEN HE KILLE:D KIUG At,;D THAT RAY, 1HRGUGH t•;APS, 

LEARNED CF KING'S t~VEMENTS SO HE COULD LATER STALK HIM 
.... 

TO THE POINT CF' ASSASSU:ATICN. THE STOF.Y fUFiTHER POINTED 

OUT THAT RtY ADVISED HE WCULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AND FALSE 
'• 

TRAIL IMr,;EDIATELY FOLLCn~:G THE ViURDZ.R. 'Rfl.Y WP,S SUPPCSE.D TO 

nrn PAGE SIX 
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- PAGE SEVEN 

GO TO VICKSBURG FOLLOWING THE MURDERJ CONTACT lHE MAN 
-

FROM VICl<_SSURG, MSS., \·JHO HAD THE HOUSEi30AT, AND THIS 

1H E l\l S SI S SI PP I R I VER • 

A T Til E CO NC L Li SI O ti OF' TH E I M TE RV I L Vi , C Uk TI S S TATE D 

.HE WOULDNOl TESTIFY TO ANY OF THE kBOVE. HE DID 
ADVISE IN STiUCTEST COi!FlDENCE THIil THE f;AME Of THE , 

I ND! V! DUAL ON THE HOUSEBOAT It<, VI CKS3URG, Vil S3., I/AS // 

CFNU) WILLETT, ALSO KMO~tl AS :•ilSS!SS!PPI_ li!IO SERVED //4 
11 ft. E I N THE Vil S SOUR I ST ATE P £ tH TE. N Tl ti RY • 

lHE STORY ALSO ~ENTIOUED A ~AN FROM ~EW ORLEANS 
WHO COULD OBTAIN ANY KIND GF IDENTIFICATION AND CURTIS 

_LATEE IDEt-HlflED rnrs rM~ AS JOE COltl, WHICH ltffGRr\t,TlON 

HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEti SET CUT IN AN INTERVIE',·! WITH CUi--;II~1. 

lHROUGdOUT THE IiJTERVIn,J WITH CURIIS, fi.1-.:D \·/HILE READU~G 

'CUFillS' S_TORY i;· HE CONTUWED TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT HE 

WOULD NOT TESTIFY AGAINST RAY AS HE FEARED FOR HIS LIFE. 

HF INDICATED THP..T i'df{ STATE PRISOi'i HE W,S SENT TO \1JOULD 
PhOBABLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO WOULD KILL HIN AS A RESULT 

AND IT IS FELT ME \~AS USING THIS t-,S AN EXCUSE AS TO WHY HE 

END PAGE: SEVEi~ 
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·PAGE EIGHT 

DID NOT \'JANT 10 BE SENT TO A STATE PF.ISO~) ON HIS CURRENT 
LIFE SENTENCE. HE STATED HE WOULD NOT ALLGW HIS STORY TO 

BE XEROXED ~OR WOULD HE WRITE IT OVER AGAIN CR ALLOW THE 

PAGES TO LEt,VE HIS CELL., HE D..!D STATE HE WC,ULD 1RMJSCRI3E 

HIS STOEY OVER A DICTt\TH-!G f::ACHU-;E At-!u WOULD R-E.DRJ'.\H CLRTAIN 

Mt,PS HE PRODUCED FGH HIS STORY. 

HE 1HEN PRESLiHED CRUDE SKETCHES OF THL FED. PENITEtJTlP,EY 

. AT LEVEiH•/OFdH, TH[ nssOURI STAT[ PEN, Ii~ ADDITIOt~ TO THE 
ABOVE ViEtHI OUED t'iAP. CCNCEHNI NG THE Tc~rns WhEHE KI i;G i''.ADE 

NUMEROUS SPEECHES. 
. ' 

UACB, CURTIS WILL BE ALLOWED TO LICTATF HIS STO~Y ON A 

DICThTING t-'.ACHit!E IN THE PRESn~CE OF SA THOMP.S R. HEtJRY, JRo 

DUE TO THE: tWRELii:\BILITY OF CU.F=:TIS, NO LEAD FOR AN 

T.XTEr-:SIVE I t:VE:STIGATION 1S BLI.NG SET FORTH FOR JP.CKSGN 

IN CONNECTION WITH IDENTIFYING (fNU) ~lLLEITi AKA MISSISSIPPI 
U.CiCB. 

J•;JD 

FBI JKSN USS -

PT 
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• FBI 

Date: 7/5/68 • 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transn,it the following in--------=:---,---:-------,---------- I 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

AIRTEL Via _________ _ 
(Priority) 

I 
I 

I 
----------------------------------------------- L ______ _ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (l~4-3 8861) 

FROX: SAC, JACKSON (157-9586) (P) 

HURKIN 

Re Atlanta teletype 7/3/68. 

RE RAYMOND CURTIS 
INTERVIEW IN COUNTY 
J!',1.1= AT. DJ0,TO~., Gl\. _ 

Enclosed here,•Jit:h for Little Rock and Nanphis 
is one copy of .d teletype. 

Vice-President, ·:cksburg Hid 
River Service, Inc advised on 7/5/68, t ~t (FNU) WILLETT 
owned a houseboc1t known as the "Nell w· lie 11

, a di.esel­
powered ship cc1pable of travel on th J:.lississippi. (FNU) 
WILLETT was described as an elderly man who was crippled 
and used a cane. He and his wife, whos~ name is believed 
to be NELL, took vacation trips on his houseboat approxicately 
twice a year, securing the services of a Mississippi River 
pilot to operate the boat fo;: them. (FNU) WILLETT is bel5.ev0cll 
to have died approximately b;o years ago. He is believed I 
to have been a resident of the State of Arkansas and_ i 

to hav~ docked his houseboat at the Greenville, Miss. Yacht. j 
Club. 

WILLIE SMITH, a N•2gro male employee of the Greenv1.ll 0
\•;, 

Mis~. Yacht Club, advised on 7/5/68, that the correct name 
of the hous2bo8t is the "Nell Willis"end that it was owned l. 

by a (FNU) 'WILLIS, who died about two or three years ago. 
NELL WILLIS, wife of (FNU) WILLIS, is still living and 

'-----~~~=-~~~~~ts (~;c . '©Litt :e P.oc,k (En~. '.l) r,~ :~ .... ~~'S;'~ ~~ 
- J a c ks o n , ' - -~ ·;.::.:.::..= -_··· _ .. ---·-• ,0 -··=~~---="' - · i 

JGW/jrs (9) .. ·- . FY).rff \7 7~--_ - ;~:·· __ }~~~-~~ : 
Approved· f,, · - . ,u _t.,i ~~'-'' 1 

· Spccicl A ' · -_ ·- •'1"_' F"'(:;£~7"""° ., 
1-~~:c:-~r=:---; /,S:7/~ /?3 _,. //S-y' 
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JN }_57-9536 • • residing in or around Pine Bluff, Arkansas. 

Following the death of Mr. WILLIS, the 
houseboat was sold to SONNY (LNU), a member of the 
Memphis, Tenn. Yacht Club, who is believed to be a 
Mississippi River pilot. 

·WILLIE SMITH advised that Mr. WILLIS was 
always considerate of Negroes and gave no indication of 
anti-Negro sentiments. 

UACB the following leads will be covered: 

LEADS: 

LITTLE ROCK DIVISION 

AT PINE BLUFF, ARK. 

Will locate and interview NELL WILLIS in order 
to substantiate information set out in enclosed teletype. 

MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS~ TENN. 

Will attempt to locate and interview SONNY 
(LNU) in order to either prove or disprove the information 
contained in enclosed teletype. 

---------
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AIRT!L Alit MIL 

TO; DIRECTOR,, FBI (44-3881) 

FROM: SAC, LITTLE ROCK (157.'-I215)(P) 

SUBJECT: mu,113IN -T / O 713 

Re Atlanta loletype, 7/3/68; Jac1on airtel 
to Bureau, 7/5/68. .11 

flE: £tAThOTD CUflTIZ 
ZNEEYXEW IN COUNTY JAIL 
AT DALTON, GEORGIA 

Enclosed iie'oivth for New Or1nnz OUlce i 
a copy of ro t1azta tcletyj'o, 7/3/68, and Jackson airtol 
to Bureai, 7/5/68. 

Oa 7/9/68, Mr. T. C. !WU1ETT, Postmaster, 
Aithoimer, Az'kuis ft n1hed S A GEORGE A. BAflION, JR., 
the following lnformatioa y. 

Mr. C L41t WZIE was t w.resçectod, well-
known 1 7O41th.y 1autation xir who £orerIy owned arid 
operated t plantation in the aroa of Wabbneka aad 
Ithoimor, Arkanaz. Mr. WFILLIE's home and rnath plantation 

is located ncnr WabbEeka. and 1id a mailing address of. 
abaeka, Arkansas. Mr. = WYZES WILLIE was formerly 

President* of the ' 1thoimer first National Bank.WILLIE 
died approximately three years ago. Mrs. CUAJU2!$ WILLIE 
was named IELL #nzd they own 1 a houseboat which Mr. BARNETi 
believes wns known as"Nell and which, houseboat 

.13-.- Bureau 
Now 0--leans (Euc,. 

I - Memphis (Info.) 
1 -s  Jackson (Into.) 
2 - Little Rock 
GAB/j hb 
(9) 

SEARCHED Ij.'EXED 

SERIALIZED .- [LED --

JUL 12 1968 
FBI - NWORLEANS 

1' 
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LB 157-1215 

was kept somewhere on the .Mis.iss1ppi River. Mr. 
DARNEPI believed the boat peib1y was docked in the 
area of Greenville, Mississippi. 

NE. WILLIE, widow of Mr. CHARLES WILLIE, 
narried.LBUiiETr of ! onroo, Louisiana, and is now knein 
s Lire. J. BU1U1?. NELL 3tflETT and Mr. J. BU!7jEfl 

spend VlOrtijor .. $y o t I fivicTi the area of Monroe, 
Louisiana, but also reside sane on be bayou farm at 
Wabbasaka, Arkansas, when they are i this area. Ur. 
J. BURNETT Is bolio'cJ to have been in the real estate 
business in Monroe, Louisiana. LUm NELL BUMMTT and Mr. 
BU1U4tTT are not in the area of Mth1cor and Wabbaseka, 
Arkansas, at this time. 

Mr. H. J. CANNON, Cnhier-Vic. 'Pros ident, • 

iirst National Bank of Aitheiner, advised SA GORGE A. 
I3AREON, JR., on 7/9/88 that Mr. CXIARLE3 WILLIE was a 
o11-ropccted plantation owner and was, formerly President 

of the Altlicter First Nat icani flink, Aitheirior, Atxisas, 
and has now been deceased about three yoars. He verified 
the informatlea that Mr • CM/BLES WITeTIE' widow, !flLL, 
had tarred Mr. J. BURNETT of Hontoo, Louisiana, and that 
they spent a larjo amount of thoir time in Monroe. Ho 
advised that the BLMITETTS are not in the A1thoi.nor-nbbasela 
area and he did not know when they would return to this ana. 

Mr. JOHN HENRY JORNSON, Wabbaseha, Arkansas, 
furnished the foUowiu in formation to BA BARBON on 7/9/88: 

He checks on and takes care of the house and gounds 
at the bayou farn, Wabbaceka, Arkansas, for Mrs. J. DURNETI'. 
Mrs. J. OURNET and bar husband are presently on a trip in 
Georgia and the Carolinas, and LL. JOHNSON has no idea as to 
when they nay return. Be advised they may return to Monroe, 
Louistnna, before returning to %Thbbaseka, Arkansas. Mr. and 
Mrs. J. BWWETT reside as much in Monroe, Louisiana, as they 
do an Wabbtscka, Arkunas. Mr. JOBN&N furnished the telephone 
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number 3B7O21•4, Area Code 318, as the telcphono tiubcr 
in Monroe Louisiana, ihoro lie reaches Mr • and Mrs. J. 
Bt.flNETT when they are in Monroe, Louisiana. Ho. furtber 
advised that Uxxa. 3. BWLTETT had a catMin, JIM ItEODES, 
and that JIM pjKMS po3ib1y could furnish information 
to when Mr. and Mrs. IUtETX would he returning to either 
Moaroo or Tfabbaecka and could furnish information an bow 
Mrø.l3UflitTT could be coutacted. JIM RIiDE3't3 tolophone 
number in Monroe telephone number .32O42. 

NW ORLEANS DIVISIQ 

At Monroo. Luis1aat. Will contact YflL 
S,j41QphOfle 32 420, a -cousin of Mrs. J. BUNI 

(NELtrRNflY, former widow o Mr. CRAET13 W1LW), and 
dotcrriie when & rs. J. W lal= will be returning either to 
Mouoe, Louislaaa t or rlabbamltaj Acansas and at wiu.th 
location Wio wiI1 first be a'.,a-Lable for interview by an 
PBI Agent. 

2. Will attompt to locate flrn. 3 * BU1TT 
through Monroe, Louisiana, telop3.10r.e number 387-0214, and 
iato.vow hcr in accordanco with load set forth in 
rofernced Jackson tolotype to Director, 7/5/68, to 
substantiate tfor=tion set oit in Atlanta tolotyre to 
Director and Jackson of 7/3/08, 

1i Urs. J. r'r wilt not be available for 
ntrvie at Monroe, Louisiana, will so advise Iattlo Rock 

when Mrs. I3U1N1!XT is expected to bs in Wabba≤eia, Arisas. 
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• • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. . .............. . 

.. , 
Jai, 11. lNI 

, .. UIL Ul'J 
•· IIAllTD ua-1m- DINI, a. - Y1er111, 
CJYIL Ualll - QIIIQIPJUCf: 
•w1fftlL ft.lflllf 'l'O A'WDID CCIIIJ'JDml • •••• , 

OIi .Ju~ a, lNI llf • .J. W. CNllt• ...... ,, 
......... TNllt Club, ■ s ,_ ,.......... -••..i-- t .. t t11i9 
.. 11 Wil~ ia ,011118 ""' ••• 
lteat tlla _.MUI • t tU 
......, Of.01ae&a11.LbiiliJt111~C'll:~liR'W'it1Jir;-"'ftu•-• 
.... er.. . - .... 
Ganwqtat ...... N41Naiir;iliiilrtl■ prior to llei .. 
aewd a.,•• cu-twl-lllat, OU lloat ... --•• at 
..... ,11.e, ---'""· 

OIi .J•IJ- J.a, 1N8, llr. lllrioa LN■IJ', ...,_tu-F, 
CU-twipt ........ , OJlllenillet 'fell■ewe, adYIHd tllat 
llllr. A. D. ~I, .W., la nt _, oltJ a■d -•liable 
fH lat....... - • &.••-, ... ,... . Qlnwlpt ......... 
tlMt .. 11 Willer fNll IIIJ!!!.a-~_....__..~~ .titian, --..., 
........... ,..... -· ... •• , .. el ........ tld.9 

--·---···---· ........ Ill' ... _, ......... . ,_ .......... ,.... tlwl .. , ................ , ... 
■■a.plat.a TMM Clu aad l8 Wd aJ,J' te •tenalll ••t1■1n • 
............ np1ar, ....... , .. tt1te11Nt&a 
0,1111W ltJ Ill'. Cllrtwqtat aad IWI -• lie aJ.llo natN 
tlllat llaitl Nilt NW. - ..,. , ... 10 llilANI la eillaer 
Unotioa ....... .......... , c:18 ...... _, ... 
_. t• 1...-, v,,- • t• ._ ... ,_ n .... . 

ftia dlle•1nt __ ,_ •&tiller NOi I ■a•t-­
_. -lUIIIUIIII 8f tile n1. It ill tlla ,...,...., ef tlle 
RI Ud le J.ea•• te ,._ -aq; it ... itll •ateata ue 
aot to be ••tri.lMltN oataifllt pur -•1• 
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7/13/63 

TO: D1REcrot, F13X (443I) 

rmm: SAC* I 1 (44-i17) (P) 

EUTIJECT: MURUi 

Inclosed for the Bureau and listed offices or* 
copies of an UIZ coeerntng irwe9ti*tion occasioned b 
Information furnished by RATOJ) CURrIZ, prisor In the 
bitfield County Jail, )alton, Georgia. 

Little flock and 1ev Orleans stwäld continue efforts 
to locate and interview Mrs. SELL PILLIL, the widow of Mr. 
QL&UL3 WTUAR.. now married to Mr • J. ftT1, of lèonros, 
Louisiana. The results of your i1VC$ti*tio* in this regard 
nboud the Treau by UIL 

3-Duzesu (Vacs. 4) 
2-Jackøon. (Eric. 1) 

Little sock (En. 
•w Orleams (Anc. 
NPUIS 

SEARCHED -__ llDEXED 
SERIALIZED .. FtLED 

JUL 15 1968 
FBI - NEW ORLEANS-
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13•5~) •• • 
FBI 

Date: ?'/16/68 

Transmit the following in ----------,,=---~-----,-,----....----,---t 
(Type in plain text or code) 

Via_ ? IRTEL 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 

TO: ALL SACs 

FROM: SAC. MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) 

~UBJECT: MURKIN 

Th~ Bureau has :iee~uest~d that all divisions continue 
to ~ubmit .monthly cost data until further notice. 

In vie•w of the above, all divisions are requested 
to comply with the Bureau'B instructions:,, including offices 
who have :negative co~t data to report. 

Z = ALL OFFICES 
2 = Memphis 
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