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PAGE TWO NO 157-10673 CLEAR

DURING THIS PERIOD OF TIME SIMPONIS WROTE APPROXIMATELY
SIX TO EIGHT LETTERS ADDRESSED TO RAY AT THEN RAY'S
ADDRESS 492 CLARICE, MEMPHIS, TENN,

DURING THE FIRST PART OF 1968 THE EXACT DATE NOT
.RECALLED BUT BELIEVED PROBABLY FROM JANUARY TO MARCH 1968
SIMPONIS WROTE ABOUT TWO LETTERS TO RAY FROM SALT LAKE
CITY, UTAE, WHERE SIMPONIS WAS IN JAIL. 1IN THESE LETTERS
SIMPONIS TALKED ABOUT GETTING RELEASED FROM JAIL AND
PROPOSED THAT HE AND RAY GO INTO THE MOTEL BUSINESS IN
ELKO, NEVADA, WHERE SIMPONIS RELATED HE HAD A GIRLFIEND.

IN ONE OF THESE LETTERS SIMPONIS MENTIONED THE
NAME OF A FELLOW INMATE IN SALT LAKE CITY BY THE LAST
NAME OF MARTINEZ, FIRST NAME NOT RECALLED. SIMPONIS TOLD
RAY THAT MARTINEZ WOULD BE GETTING OUT OF JAIL AND HEADING
EAST AND HE HAD FURNISHED MARTINEZ WITH RAY'S NAME AND
ADDRESS IN MEMPHIS.

RAY RELATED HE BELIEVED THE TWO LETTERS HE RECEIVED
FROM SIMPONIS DURING SIMPONIS' INCARCERATION IN SALT

LAKE CITY WERE WRITTEN BY SIMPONIS AS TO THE BEST OF

Approved: Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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PAGE THREE NO 157-10673 CLEAR
RAY'S RECOLLECTION THESE LETTERS WERE HAND-PRINTED AND
i ALL CORRESPONDENCE RAY RECEIVED FROM SIMPONIS WAS HAND-
! PRINTED.

RAY RELATED THAT THE OTHER LETTERS WHICH HE RECEIVED
FROM SIMPONIS WERE GENERAL IN NATURE IN THEIR CONTENT
AND RELATED TO LIFE IN PRISON IN REGARDS TO SIMPONIS AND
| WHAT HE ANTICIPATED ON DOING WHEN HE WAS RELEASED.
: JIMMIE WAYNE RAY RELATED THAT HE IS NOT RELATED IN
ANY MANNER TO JAMES EARL RAY AND HAS NEVER HAD ANY TYPE
OF ASSOCIATION WITH JAMES EARL RAY. LHM FOLLOWS.

BT

Approved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge ;

GPO : 1975 O - 590-992
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New Orleans, Louisiana

In Reply, Please Refer to .
File No. . January 19, 1977

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, dJR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

Jimmie Wayne Ray, Apartment #1, Delta Apartments,
Luling, Louisiana, was located and interviewed at his residence
on January 11, 1977. At the outset of the interview the
identity of the interviewing Agent, Special Agent Stephen M.

- Callender, was made known to Ray as well as the purpose of the

interview. .

Ray related that to the best of his recollection he
was incarcerated at the Medical Center for Federal Prisoners
(MCFP), Springfield, Missouri, for observation and evaluation
from approximately January, 1967 to March or May, 1967. He
was sent to this facility after having been convicted in U. S.
District Court for Theft From Interstate Shipment and after
it became known that he previously had received a medical
discharge from the U. S. Army after having suffered a nervous
breakdown whichresulted in an attempt to commit suicide.

During the time Ray was incarcerated at the MCFP

" he became acquainted with another inmate by the name of

William B. Simponis. From the time that Ray was released
from MCFP until approximately June, 1968, he corresponded
with Simponis. During this period Simponis wrote approximately

81x to eight letters addressed to Ray at then Ray's address,

492 Clarice,‘Memphis, Tennessee.

During the first part of 1968, the exact date not
recalled, but believed probably from January to March, 1968,
Simponis wrote approximately two letters to Ray from Salt
Lake City, Utah, where Simponis was in jail. 1In these letters .

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is.loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed out-

side your agency. 15673133
8 - Bureau éL// 7g7? re %

- Memphis ‘)'M;bifi;;;::

- New Orleans H s SR

SMC:ebc . L spmmuwﬂ—?z:¢-w
Filad

e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, dJR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

Simponis talked about his mother and girlfriend and also
about getting released from jall and proposed that he and
Ray go into the motel business in Elko, Nevada, where

‘Simponis related he had a girlfriend.

In one of the letters Simponis mentioned the name
of a fellow inmate at Salt Lake City by the last name of
Martinez, first name not recalled. Simponis told Ray that
Martinez would be getting out of jail and "heading east" and
that he had furnished Martinez with Ray's name and address
in Memphis. Ray related that he was never contacted by Martinez.

Ray related that he believed the two letters he
received from Simponis during Simponis' incarceration in
Salt Lake City were written by Simponis as to the best of
Ray's recollection these letters were hand printed and
all correspondence Ray received from Simponis was handwritten.

Ray related that all of the other letters received
from Simponis were general in nature in their content and
related to life in prison and what Simponis anticipated on
doing when he was released.

Ray related that to the best of his recollection
he answered Simponis correspondence on two occasions. The
content of Ray's letters were also general in nature with
always wish that Simporiis would be released soon from jail.

Ray related that after he did not get a letter from
Slmponls over an extended period of time he wrote the MCFP
and was subsequently informed of Simponis' death. Ray related
he has not retained any of Simponis' letters.

Jimmie Wayne Ray advised that he is not related in
any manner to James Earl Ray and has never had any type of
association with James Earl -Ray.

2%

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




1718777

 ATRTEL
T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (4%-38861)
FROM:  SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673)(RUC)
MURKIN ' ’ o
~ 00: Memphis .

Re New Orleans teletype to Memphis, 1/14/77.

Enclosed for the Bureau ave eight copies and for
Memphis two eopies of an LHM setting forth the results of
igugnﬁzgview with JIMMIE WAYNE RAY on 1/11/77 at Luling,
. siana.

Inasmuch as there is no autstanding investigation
to be conducted or reported by New Orleans, thia case is
bﬁlﬂg considered RUC.

2 - Bureau (Ene. 8)
- Memphis (Ene. 2)
~ New Orlesans

 SMC:ebec

‘ W (§7-10073 1335
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Januaxry 20, 1977

¥Mr. William P. Tyson
Deputy Director
Executive Office for
United States Attorneys
Depprtment of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530

'Dear Bili:

' As you recall, during a recent telephone conversation, you

- were advised that Ben D. CGibbens, Imnvestigator, Criminal Diviaionm,

Louisiana Department of Justice, informed the United States Attorney

that a previously reliable informant of his claims to have been present
during a meeting at which several men discussed the murder of Martin
Luther King, The informant advised Gibbens that he can identify two

of the men who were present at the meeting and that one of these "put

up a considerable amount of money"” to have King murdered. The informants

- gaid he saw the money change hands. He can identify the man who gave

the money but not the man to whom the money was given. The meeting in
question, according to the informant, occurred in Memphis, Tennessee,
prior to King's death. The informant was himself in jail in Memphis,

Tennessee, when King was murdered.

The informant also advised Gibbens that while in Chicago he
worked for a. “gangster" who offered him money to kill a Chicago man
named "Glacanno”. That individual was in fact later killed by persons

‘unknown to the informant. The informant surmised that the "gangster”

hired others to complete the assassination plot when the informant
refused.

The informant also advised Gibbens that he knows who was
responsible for the death of a man named "MurphyY whose body was found
in the trunk of an automobile on Cicero Avenue in the Chicago area.
The informant told Gibbens that Murphy's head looked like it had been
mashed in a vise.

: The . informant also claims to have knawiedge of those res-
ponsible for the theft of varying amounts of plutonium and mercury in
the Oklahoms area.

-y 2,
\ S - 1D S LA2I

- QA,MW,-
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M., William P. Tyson

Page 2

: January 20, 1977

Following the United States Attorney's telephone convarsatien
with you, Gibbens met with the informant who advised thst he would not
be intermiewed locally but would only discuss these matters with Justice
Department investigators from Washington. Gibbens did not seek to
obtain more detalled information from the informant, but advises that
the informant asserts that he can supply more detailed information to
Justice Department investigators.

The informant is an inmate in a Loulsiana jaill who is
presently facing a sentence of life imprisonment. He claims to have
been convicted at a trial where perjury was suborned by state law
enforcement officials. Gibbens advises that the informant, in exchange
for his cooperation, only requests that the matter be looked into by
Justice offiecials. The informant speeifically requests that two witnesses,
vhose testimony he claims was perjured, be interviewed.

Whether this informatian is valusble or accurate is something
that neither Gibbems nor the United States Attorney can assess. Gibbens
does not feel that he is in a position to evaluate the accuracy or
reliability of the information. He simply requests that the United
States Attorney relate these sketchy details to you in the event that

- someone in the Justice Department might be interested in interviewing

his informant. Gibbens would be willing to be present during an inter-
view between Justice investigators and his informant. The informant

has indicated that he will discuss the matter with Justice investigators
only in Gibbens' presence.

Should anyene decide to pursue this matter further, they
can contact Gibbens or the United States Attorney. As indicated on the

- telephone, the United States Attorney has no idea who the informant is

or where he is presently located. The United States Attorney's and Mr.
Gibbens' interest in this matter is in seeing that this report is con-

‘veyved to the U. S. Department af Justice,

If we can‘ptovide>further information, please advise.

Very truly yours,

CHENEY C. JOSEFH, JR.
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

BEN D. GIBBENS., Investigator
Criminal Division
Louisiana Department of Justice

'Copy to: Elmer Litchfield

Resident Agent in Charge
Federal Bureau of Investigation

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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 AIRTEL

T0: ' DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

'PROM:  ‘SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) (RUC)
MURKIN o ’

fae:  MEMPHIS

. Enclosed for the Bureau and -‘HMemphis, are one
eopy gach of a letter to WILLIAM P, TYSON, from U. S.-
Attorney CHENEY C, JOSEPH, JR., dated 1/20/77, a copy

’ .of whieh vas received by Hew. Orleans FBI on 1/28/77.

S " Note that CKEEEY’E 1etter speaks of information
from an informant of BEN D. GIBBENS regarding KING's

. assassination, and other matters, and also indicates
. ‘that the infprmant would not be interyiewed locally, .
© . -desiring to speak to Department of Justice investigators

from Washmngt@n in the presenqa of GIEBEHS.

?hls is belng furnishaﬁ t@ FBRI Headquarters

- for information. Wo further action being taken by

Rew Orleans.

 2-Bureau (Enc 1

~Memphls (Enc. 1) (4%»198?) (Info.)
-New Orle&ns ]

CHA:prb
(¢)

\STI-\0 613 - 227

P o S
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

partment. lawyers. has concluded that
James Earl Ray acted alone in the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther

said today.

-ajsassinate the  Nobel Prize-winning
civil rights leader, the sources said. -
The team of lawyers from the de-

before:he left office Jan, 20.

‘a “sanitized version” of.the report,
deleting names of informers and other
sensitive matenal the sources sald

delayed because / department officials

‘tives in’ its debate about launching a
lengthy and costly new investigation of

Jphn F. Kennedy.
#When'the House' completes its actlon,

port. , o

WASHINGTON (AP) — After a 10-

month review, a team of Justice De-

- King, informed department sources -

The lawyers. re]ected theones that
y was only a cogina consplracy to-

-partrnent’s Office of Professional Re-"-
sponsibility delivered. its report to for- -
mer Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levvshortly- !
. \sures by a Senate committee of the |

The department plans to make public”

BUT»THE PUBIJC release has been !
want té avoid the appearance of trying . .
to mfluence thé House of Representa- '

tfie murders of King and President

.thie department w111 release its.own x;e- .

\

Shaheen, head of the Office of. Profes-
sional Respansibility to take charge of
a review of all department records
concerning the, mvest*xgatlon of ng S
death. ’ .

He took the actlon after the depart-
ment’s civil rights dw1s1on finished a
five-month preliminary review of FBI
files and said a more complete studj
‘was necessary L .

»

THE SERIES\ OF department re-
.views was prompted by detailed disclo-

FBI's campaign of harassment against
King in an effort to discredit him and
-the civil rights movement. That cam-

. ‘paign'was carried out under the,
dn‘ectlon of J. Edgar Hoover

'King was shot to death on a motel
* balcony,in Memphis in April, 1968.

R4y pleaded guilty to King’s murder:.
But he told the court he did not agree
with statements by the prosecution and
his own attorney that there was n\o con-
splracy in the case. .

Ray now is servmg a 99-year prison
sentence in Tennessee. He has unsuc-

gessfully sought a'new trial. N——
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JSJULY 1973 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR; 101-11.6

UNETLD STATES (:'3 MENT . .
. Memorandum

TO ! See Distribution paTE:  FER 3 1977

: ' /
FROM.}dDﬁichael E. Shaheen, Jr., Counsel !
Office of Professic:val Responsibility /

SUBJECT:

-

Attached is a letter from the United States Attorney\
for the Middle District of Louisiana and an investigator
for the Louisiana Department of Justice to the Deputy

- Director of the Executive Office for United States Attorneys;A

‘The letter says that a previously reliable informant in JaLl’
in Louisiana alleges to have information about the following '
matters: the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jx., the ‘3
murder of Sam Giancanna, the murder of a man named Murphy 1n;
Chicago, and the theft of plutonium and, mercury in Oklanoma;
kY » f'-»
We think the Civil Rights Division, Criminal Division
and Fedexal Bureau of Investigation should take whatever '
action is appropriate in light of this infGrmation. \

. '~ DISTRIBUTION \

Civil Rights Division, AAG
Criminal Division, AAG
PBirector, FBI

»
-

cc: William B. Gray, Difector, EOQUSA

&
o»

N SEATCHEH o L

“gerialized _..:Q&wm
Indexed_%mi—:
Filed oz

Buy U.S. S‘av o5 Bonds Regrlarly on the Payvoll Savings Pla
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R . 1-\anitnh States Drpartment of fﬁnstit&

Anmer.sgxm-:pm' TO <y - " oy

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
AND REFER TO INITIALS MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA = i . .

CCJ,Jr:xh ‘ BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70801

January 20, 1977 NN

Mr. William P. Tyson

Deputy Director

Executive Office for ’
United States Attorneys

Department of Justice

-Washington, D. C. 20530

" Dear Bill:

As you recall, during a recent telephone conversation, you
were advised that Ben D, Gibbens, Investigator, Criminal Division,
Louisiana Department of Justice, informed the United States Attorney
that a previously reliable informant of his claims to have been present
during a meeting at which several men discussed the murder of Martin
Luther King. The informant advised Gibbens that he gan identify two
of the men who were present at the meeting and that one of those "put
.up a considerable amount of money" to have King murdered. The informant
said he saw the money change hands. He can identify the man who gave
the money but not the man to whom the money was given., The meeting in
question, according to the infoimant, occurred in Memphis, Tennessee,
prior to King's death. The informant was himself in jail in Memphis,

Tennessee, when King was murdered.

The informant also advised Gibbens that while in Chicago he
worked for a "gangster" who offered him money to kill a Chicago man
named "Giacanno". That individual was in fact later killed by persons
unknown to the informants The informant surmised that the "gangster
hired others to complete the a§§a551natlon plot when the informant

refused

The informant also adyigsed Gibbens that he knows who was
responsible for the death of a man named "Murphy" whose body was found
in the trunk of an autemobile on Cicero Avenue in the Chicago area.
The informant told Gibbens that Murphy's hedd looked 1like it had been

mashed 1n a vise.

The informant also claims to have knowledge of those réél”~\\
ponsible for the theft of varying amounts of plutonium and- mervury in,
N 3 g

the Oklahoma area. it

_etiadsye

e B
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. JMr. William P. Tyson
Page 2
January 20, 1977

Following the United States Attorney's telephone conversation
with you, Gibbens met with the informant who advised that he would not
be interviewed locally but would only discuss these matters with Justice
Department investigators from Washington. Gibbens did not seek to
obtain more detailed information from the informant, but advises that
the informant asserts that he can supply more detailed information to
Justice Department investigators.

The informant is an inmate in a Louisiana jail who is
presently facing a sentence of life imprisonment. He claims td have
been convicted at a trial where perjury was suborned by state law
enforcement officials. Gibbens advises that the informant, in exchange
for his cooperation, only requests that the matter be looked into by
Justice officials. The informant specifically requests that two witnesses,
whose testimony he claims was perjured, be interviewed.

Whether this information is valuable or accurate is something
that neither Gibbens nor the United States Attorney can assess, Gibbens
does not feel that he is in a position to evaluate the accuracy or *
reliability of the information. He simply requests that the United
States Attorney relate these sketchy details to you in the event that
someone in the Justice Depariment might be interested in interviewing
his informant. Gibbens would be willing to be presenE during an inter-
view between Justice investigators and his informant. The informant ©
has indicated that he will discuss the matter with Justice investigators
only in Gibbens' presence,. : e

Should anyone decide to pursue this matter furthex, they
can contact Gibbens. or the United States Attormey. As indicated on the
telephone, the United States Attorney has no idea who the informant is
or where he is presently located. The United States Attormey's and Mr.
Gibbens' interest in this matter is in seeing that this report is con-
veyed to the U. S. Department of Justice. ’

=
If we can provide further information, please advise.
&

- Very truly yours,

.. ) . . ’ o . /

CHENEY c(( JOSEPH, JR.{
UNITED STATES ATTORNE

N\
BEN D. GIBBENS, Investigator
Criminal Division

v ' Louisiana Department of Justice

Copy to: Elmer Litchfield
Resident Agent in Charge
Federal Burecau of Investigation

- - -
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Assistant Attorney General | ~ Februasry 17, 1977
Civil Rights Plvision . i

Direetor, ¥BI

ALLEGED Iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁxﬁﬁ ﬁ38£5§1§ﬁ§1 b

OF HMARTIN LUTHER KING, JH; THE MUEDE
THE MURDER OF 4 MAW NAMED MURPHY IN ?ﬁ,ﬂéﬁﬁ QKB Tﬂﬁ
THEET. QF ?Lﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ.&ﬁﬂ,ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁY IN OXKLAHOMA AREL

ey

Reference is made to my nemorandum dated Pebruary 3,
1577, to the Civil Rights Division {ané the Office of Profes-
sional Responsibllity) whieh furnished & copy of a letter
dated January 20, 1977, from United States Abttorney Cheney C. _
Joseph, Jr., Baton Rouge, Loulsiena, and Ben D. Oibbens, : i
Investigator, Criminal Division, Ioulsisna Depariment of ;
Justice, sddresped to Hr. ¥Willliam P. Tyson, Deputy Direster, ‘ ‘
Executive Office for United States Atiorneys, Department of
Justice, Washington, D. C. This memorandum advised that the
FRI was Turnishing 2 copy of this lettsr for informatlion and
no further investigatlon was being oconduected coneerning this
matter unless speeifleally requested by the Depariment.

Reference iz slso made to the mewmorandum dated
February 3, 1977, from Hr. Hiechsel E. Shasheen, Jr., Counssl,
Uffice of Professional Hesgponaibility, to the Clvil Rights
Division, Criminal Division, snd the FBI which furnished a
copy of this same letter dated January 28, 1977.

' It is noted in this letter that the informant
‘advised thet he would not be interviewed locally but would
only discuss these matters with Justice Department investl-
gators frem Washingten.” In additieon, the informant, in

exchange for his cooperation, requests certaln action conecerning .
his loecal convietion,

Ageordingly, no lnvestigation is heing conducted
by the FBI euaaﬁruing thia &attﬁr unless specifleslly requested
by the Depariment. .

1MDEXED.

ER:ALIZED#L-;Zi1LED

S (06T3 =13

A& 15 327

;SFARCHED

w}_‘
l_ .
{7

i
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o
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. Assistant Attorney General
~ Qivil Rights Division

if nét already done, you may desire to bring this
matter e the attention of the sappropriaste leeal authordties
ir Illinels and Oklshoma.

1:;'ﬁssistaﬁtfﬁtternéy'&enefal
;riminal Eivigi@ﬁ

~ New Orleans” (Enclosures 2) (Enclosed are coples of
incoming from Office of Professional Responsibility)
(For -information, noting no investigation should be
instituted unless specifically requested by the
Department).

1 - Memphis (Enclosures 2) (Enclosed are copies of incoming
from Office of Professional Responsibility) (For infor-
mation, noting no investigation should be instituted
unless specifically requested by the Department).

1l - Chicago (Enclosures . 2) (Enclosed are copies of incoming
- from Office of Professional Responsibility) (For infor-
mation, noting no investigation should be instituted
unless specifically requested by the Department).

- 1 - Oklahoma City (Enélosures 2) (EncloSed are éopies of
" incoming from Office of Professional Responsibility)
(For information, noting no investigation should be

1nst%tuted unless specifically requested by the Depart-
ment) .- ' ) : R

-

L e e ——
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.- Department task
‘dence that the FBI wag implicated in

WASHINGTON (AP}~ A" Jiistice
force found no evij-

‘the mirder of Dr. Martin Luther King
};,ﬁr'. and concluded that the FB[ invegti-
ﬁﬁtion of the assassination was th or-
;@ugh and honest. : '

The task force today released a 149.
page report of its findings after re-

viewing more‘'than 200,000 FBY |

- documents and interviewing about 4¢
“Wwitnesses,

.. Former Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi-

'launched the probe to clear up ques-
tions about the FRI harassment of the
civil rights leader and the investigation -
of his death. - ' ’
The task force said the evidence
virtually rules out the possibility of a
«conspiracy to kill King, who was shot
lon, a motel balcony in'Memphis on .
‘April 4, 1968, : :
.__The evidence indicates that James
‘Earl Ray, who was arrested and plead-
‘ed guilty to the crime, acted alone, the
task force said. _
. “The sum of all of the eviden-‘we of
‘Ray’s guilt points to him so excluliively-
|that it most effectively makes the{;e)oint
[that no one else was involved,” tle re-
! port said.

- aply have provided him with logistics
ol even paid him to commit the crime.
Hpwever, we have found no competent

. evidence upon which to base such a
. theory.” -
. The task force said the FBI conscien-
| tiously checked out leads Suggesting a
. conspiracy but “the results were nega-
tive.” g '

The task force “ has concluded that
the investigation by the FBI to ascer-
itain and capture the murderer of Dr.
:Martin Luther King Jr., was thorough-
1y, honestly ang successfully
.conducted,” the report said. “We fq,und
N0 hew eyidence which calls for ag\ion

[ f“Of course, someone could coneeijv-
1

"by stiite or federal authorities.”
: Th ¢ task force members alsofsaid
ithey Yfound no evidence of any com-

| plicity” in the assassination by the FB]

Lor the Memphis Police Department. )

foree concl

i

TESS S < s @ i
—_—

i -

!\ HOWEVER, %-E8faileq to check

‘i Some leads which might have erased
i some still lingering mysteries about
; the case, the report said.

;' This included indications that one or
{ both of ‘Ray’s brothers helped him es-
'.cape in 1967 from the Missouri State
: Prison. .

:  The FBI learned about that possibil-

| ity after Ray was captured in England

. on June 8, 1968, but failed to check it /

. out because it was apparently consid-

. ered unimportant then, the task force

| said. : ’

. The report said it was understand-

- able that the FB] concentrated on

~learning the killer’s identity and catch-
ing him and bypassed some leads about

. his activities prior to the assassination.:

! «As for the FBI’s effor{s to harass

: King and discredit him as 3 Civil Tights

t leader, the task force _called the cam-

“Phign clearlyeimproper but recom-

- mended against prosecution of anyone
lifivolved. e
| #The late FBI director J. Edgar Heov-
€r instigated the harassment of lgi;ng
jand he and some of his top lieutenants
|are dead and other top aides involved
;are retired from the bureau, the report
.Inoted. . ' '
“They are beyond the reach of disci-
;lplinary action,” the task force said.
“The few bureau personnel who had
@ything to do with the King secur;‘ty

| mvestigation and who are still in acti*y-e.
service did not make command dezi-
/ ions and merely feliswed=orders. We
| do not @hi‘nk,tl}ey' are the_nr%Per sub--_
'jects of any disciplinary action. o
" THe task force said “it was under- ‘
stanilable” that the FBI launched an
inveé&igation-of King to de}termm{a
‘whether he was influenced by th
Communist party but saic} the probi
‘should have been ended 1n‘1963 be
‘cause there was no evxdencq of
‘Communist influence. o
Instead, the investigation continued

- fornearlv six years until King’s death.
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1'*R$ Birmlngham a:r;el tﬂ Dir@at@r, 12/15/76,

Memphls air%el IZ/Z%/Y&; - 5 ‘
- Tke fgllawing is’ “for 1nfarﬁ$i1an.A

Th@ former . Blrmlﬂgham PCI whe furnished the
information in Yeferenced Birmingham o@mmunicétion of
12/15/76, contacted the Birhingham Office telephonically
frcm time to t1me ragaréiﬁg taptione& matter.

on 3/3/77 he feleghonically contacted Blrmlngham'

waadeiing if, "LI&ERT&*”Q@& been 13vestlgateé in Néw Orleans :

;;n the past. He was ‘teld that" lnvastlgati@n regarding a
‘ Eamily of [LIBERTOS had been conlicted back in 1968, Source.

;gﬁ mentioned that the’ LIEBRT@ in New Orleans has a brother

in the produce business in Memphis, Tennessee, and also
expressed the thought that "No one can cﬁnvince me that
it (the KING assasslnati@ﬁ) was not.a zonsplracy .

Seurce aéV1sed ‘he received two recent telephone

calls, the- last on 2/23/17 from a Mr. EVANS, z deputy
/ chief of the-House of R@pr@sentatlvss Camm1ttea on
"BVANS told him -that if they get their
--appropriation, EVANS will want to talk to the source about |

‘Assassinations.

this matter, and the sdarce told EVANS that he would. but
- 'w@uld nct discuss it n’ the telephene‘

w2 o= Bureau

1 - Memphis (44-1987) :
€D - Hew Orleans (157*10573) (Infe }
1 - Birm@ngham

PJH'hsg
65)

t';i j

\ST - \ovm} -\34a -

ERMUZED...Q‘H
- MAR 71977
FBl-—-NEW

IR SEARCHED,
(Infe.;) - 's T —

ORLEANS

N
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Source a&vised that he had Birmingham Secret
Service check on £NAMRLY after the first telephone call
.and established that EVANS was, in fact, with the committee.

gt

Source expresged his belief that the FBI in
Washington must have furnished his information to the
House Committee.
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

e BEABEINGTON (AP) — ChiefLeoun-
sel Richard A. Sprague told the House
Commitiee on Assassinations today he
has uncorroborated evidence “indicat-
ing that others may have had knowl-
edge of or participated in the assassi-
nation” of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Sprague also told the committee in a '

. brief opening statement that his staff

‘ to testify if the committee will listen to:

has evidence on the murder of Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy indicating “there
was prior knowledge on the part of
some individuals of that assassination
before it occurred.”

But in both investigations, Sprague

told the committee, the staff has been

_unable to thoroughly check witnesses’

stories or determine whether they re
corroborated or untrue.

K

‘nf what his evidence is before the prgss
and public were dismissed from the
ommittee room so Sprague and his

staff could give a detailed bnefmg to.

committee members.
SPRAGUE’S” INDECATION of evi-

dence of a consplracy in the King i
assassination was in contrast o a Jus- !
tice Department investigation that con-
cluded no evidence had been found that ;
King was killed by anyone other than -

James Earl Ray, acting alone.
Ray, currently serving a 99- year:

sentence on conviction of that assassi--

nation, has offered through an attorney ,

his story that there was a conspiracy fo!
kill King and he was set up to take the
blame. '
Ray’s new lawyer, Jack Kershaw of:
Nashville, said in a telephone interview ,
last night, that a committee investiga-'
tor had contacted him and they discuss-
ed jointly interviewing Ray as early as

nextweek. : b}

fprague told the committee his staﬂ

2% some new information, addltlona* ’
m 1ormatlon on facts already known iy
thé two assassinations and “some infor-

mation previously avaxlable but not |

_ presented”

The chief counsel gave only the hi nts i

" <Sprazme suggested the staff bas.not

‘been able to do more because of the
:lack of access to FBI files and lack of
ileng-distance telephone service, both
cut off by former Chairman Henry B.
Gonzalez, D-Tex., when he tried to fire
Sprague.

The chief counsel s2id that has been
corrected and he now is in a position to
‘draw up new suppoenas and dispatch
investigators to check out witnesses’
stories. o .

= . P ]
THE COMMITTEE’S new chairman,

ws Stokes, DﬂOth’ﬁﬁ_ﬁ?ﬁ be-
¢ _today’s meeting to characterize

for,

_the evidence, but he noted, “we’ve al-

ready said we’re pursuing leads in both

investigations.”
House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill ap-

’ pointed Stokes to take over the chair-

"manship immediately after the House
voted 296 to 100 yesterday to accept
'the resignation of former chairman
Henry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex. -

Delegate Walter Fauntroy, D-D.C.,
head of the subcommittee in charge of
.the investigation into the King assassi-
“pation, wants to'hold public hearings
"within two weeks to take testimony
_from witnessess including James Earl
Ray. ’

Pyauntroy says the hearings would

i “corroborate or repudiate” new infor-
. tation received by the committee.

But other committee members and
chief counsel Sprague say it would be a
mistakeé to rush into such hearings.

Ray’s new lawyer said ina telephone
interview Tuesday night that a com-
" mittee investigator has contacted him
- about the p0551b111ty of jointly inter-

viewing Ray in a Tennessee pn?}n(as

: early as next weel —t==?

BUT THE INVESTIGATO;. did not

, discuss Ray’s.testifying at pubhc hear-

ings_in_the next few weeks he
I&F?v%,gm.] ack Kershaw of Nashville.
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;Ieged ng
ssassination
ots Told

z, " By BILL HENDRICK .

J,.@UISVILLE Ky. (AP) — The House Select Com- |
ttee on Assassinations is mvestlgatmg allegations
Py ~em‘a man who claims several members of apohce

'

;P
S;gyder said he got a ]etter from the man and hs-
ed’to a tape the man said he made of the alleged |
smatlon plot. Snyder refused to say whether the
oF t,;xe pohce department involved were in Ken- !

% ‘%\why the m@n contacted him and let hlm lis-
Ery. a,a COpY - ‘of the $ape recording, Snyder said, “He'
h“%ve Just been locking for siomeone with nerve,
ter -
.Sy yder read, .part of the letter and used the word |
iilﬁnk” where the man had used hames,
rétifed from (blank) police department ir
ank) after serving (blank) years,” Snyder quote
etter as saying. “While I was in the pohce de};
rimient 1 was innocepntly involved in a conspiracy !
k 3ssassmate Dr. Martin Luther;King.
o) volved in this conspiracy ‘were agents of the
ﬁgral Bureau-of Investigtion, agents (blank), -
blank) and (blank) and others that I did not know,”
dér said, continuing to read the letter. “Members.
?‘ih;e (blank) police department, chief of detectives,
in (blank), lieutenant (blank), officer (blank),
ienant (blank) of the homicide bureau and presx-
it of the FOP sergeant (blank).”
g‘ )P stands for Fraternal Order of Police, an
rganization for police officers. ;
i "’Sﬁyder said he could not divulge the names listed
2%l %he letter or the identity of the man who contactedi

dieéd’to be protected if there’s nothmg to this. And 1f
&3t 18™ah accurate allegation that/he’s made,"then the‘
thor of the letter needs to be protected. The com-
«ngﬁtee is investigating-it.”

+“Iir Washington, an FBI. spokesman said, “Anyt ng
ss$assinations we have to say ‘ne comment’
2usE'it is before a congressional committee.” ,
yder said the man “indicates further in the letter |
lafp-after he retired he contacted who he says is |
amies:Farl Ray’s attorney. .. _
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3/21/77
AIRTEL ATRMAIL
st BEL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ( %% 555¢7)

- FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN ;& 71 =0 (;
ot g 5140675

CO: MEMPHIS

Re Birmingham airtel dated 3/3/77.
The following is for information:

The former Birmingham PCIL of referenced
comnunication was in telephonic countact with Birmingham
on 3/21/77 and furnished the following information:

He continues to conduct his own ingquiries
rogarding captioned matter and the FRANK LIBERTO previously
mentioned by him, currently resides in Memphis, Tennessee,
at an unknown address. At the time of the King murder,
FRANE LIBERTO had an office in Memphie and is believed to
s8till have the office at 327 South Main Street, Memphis,
in the back of a whiskey store which he owns. He has
additional businesses in Memphis, identity unknown to
source.

Mr., EDDIE EVANS of the House of Representatives
Committee (referenced airtel) first met personally with
source or March 10 or 11, 1977, in Birmingham and is in
touch with source on a daily basis. EVANS went to the
Birmingham Police Department after he talked to source and
obtained some records at that institution where he was

2/~ Bureau

i_~ Memphis (44-1887) (Iufo)
éfi7~ New Orleans

PJM:jab 1 - Birmingham

MAR 2 4 1977
FRI~NEW ORLEANS

s ] Id

y
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apparently in touch with Captain LEGRAND. EVANS told source
that he had been riding around with the Birmingham Police and
source comyplained to EVANS in this regard and expressed
concern to EVANS that source's identity would be compromised.
In the week of March 14, 1977, source saw and heard
CaptainIEGRAND on a local television station making a press
release regarding this matter.

Source was contacted in the week of March 14, 1977,
by Birmingham newspaper reporters, believed to be FNU BRAY
and FNU KILPATRICK, and he told them to "go to hell" and he
denied any knowledge of this matter or being a source of
information.

Source advised further that Dr. GUS JOSEPH PROSCH,
JR. (BH airtel 12/15/78) and FRANK LIBERTOC were very big
in the drug traffic in the Southeast and he has been and
continues to furnish such.information toIEA, Birmingham.
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3/30/77
atmemn  ATAMAIL - REGISTERED
‘101 DIRECTOR, ¥BI m-zgam
o FRaM: SAC, BIRMINGEANM (44-1740) R | |
SUBJECT: n*amn‘” /57~f‘39’7‘3 ' ;

CR ..
DO MENPEIE

. BeBgiairwel, 3/il/77.
- On 3!3#.{??‘, Major EMMETT DIXON, Alubawa Righway

Patrol (m}, Hontgomery, Alabama, advised that an AHP trodper
had an informant who had been 12 contact with a MORRIS DAVIS,
Birmingbham, Alabama. DAVIS related information to the informant
concerning a comspiracy te kill MARPIN LUTHER KING which :
involved PRANK LIBERYO and DR. U8 PROSCE. DAVIE inmdicated
to the troopexr's informant that the information had been related
o the PRI, but agwunﬁ;y no action was tsku.

S ‘ Major DIXOM was a&ﬁsﬂé that the Birmingham Office had
. bean in contact with MOBRIS DAVIS én several occasions, had taken
all information im the possessica of DAVIS, and had furnished
- khis mmﬂm m m and interested offices. PDIXOR was
ninghan is positive that the PRIEQ had furnished
BAVIS* infawgion to interestad congressisnal committass, ss ‘
DAVIS had stated that & representative of the House of ;
Rapreseatatives Cosmittee had besn im comtact with him.

Mobil m M is set ‘fnm for information of FBIEQ asd

he tﬂl ok ba mﬁa@%&d at t&h timey hmm, %imbaghm will

| combinue to aisw any mrtimt information wlmmm !
by mvzg, , | -

2 - W ’ )
'l - Mobile ﬂ&fa} :
Hemphis (44-1987) {Iatai
~ Wew Orleans {(Infeo)
irmingham

1~32 ' ‘
ALR:hes . APR. L1977
{&) . . © FBI—NEW O‘RLEANS P

Iﬁﬁ%
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I m;?
JFK-King
‘Open File’

} WASHINGTON (AP) - Hodse
Assassinations Committee investiga-
‘tors said Monday the FBI has promisgd
to.coordinate its investigation of ahy
lezds on the assassinations of President
Joiin F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King with House probers. -
ut the staff officials told committee
. members that the Senate Intelligence
Committee has not yet honored re-
quests even for some of its public
{ material, much less confidential infor-
mation.” . i

Foeane 2

Deputy Staff Director Stephen J. Fal-

. lis told the committee. g system kas
l?een worked out “whereby the FBI will
_Notify us immediately of any areas
they are investigating in connection
with these assassinations.” s
Chairman Louis B. Stokes, DOhio,
asked if that means the FBI is still
investigating both assassinations.
“They are interested in pursuing any
new leads or evidence’’ and have
promised to coordinate any such effort
with the committee, Fallis replied.

? Former Chief Counsel Richard Ag.

Sprague once told the FBI it has n)
business investigating leads in eithef
assassination without coordinating
with the House committee first.
Sprague took that position in a letter
to the agency when he learned the FBI
was investigating a report that a thirg
bullet believed fired at President

Keniiedyrignt have been found, —— /

’
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5/31/77

FM BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (RUC)
TO DIRFCTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY
BT
CLEAR
MURKIN /‘/5 TG

REBUCAL TO BIRMINGHAM MAY 18, 1977, REQUESTING CONTACT
WITHE PORMER BH 1079-PCI, TO DETERMINE IF WE CAN BE IDENTIFIED
TO THE NOUSFE ASSASSINATION COMMITTEE (HAC) AS THE SOURCE OF
INFORMATION REGARDING LIBERTO, ET AL.

| SOURCE WAS UNAVAILABLE FOR CONTACT MAY 18-30, 1977. ON

MAY 31, 1977, EE ADVISED SA PATRICK J. MOYNIHAN THAT HE CAN
BE IDENTIFIED TO THE HAC AS THE SOURCE OF THE INFORMATION HE
FURNISHED. HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION GRATUITOUSLY :

HE IS DISENCHANTEQ‘QITH THE HAC AND BELIEVES IT IS TOO
POLITICAL.. HE EAS NOT TALKED TO THEM (MR. EDDIE EVANS) IN
ABOUT THREE WEEKS. EVANS DESIRES SOURCE TO BE IN TOUCH TELE-
PHONICALLY AT LEAST TWICE A WEEK BUT IS NEVER AVAILABLE WHEN

SOURCE PUTS HIMSELF OUT TO MAKE THESE CONTACTS.

Y

- $g-A44-1987) (AM) 'SEARCHED;%NDEXED_____‘
@ ~ mb}ew O:r leans E , ssmAuzsqtg-f'/ FILED;;;';'.Q;';__
1 - Birmingham .
' ' ‘ 4 FBI-NEW ORLEANA ,/
T,
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PAGE TWQ  BH 44-1740

SOURCF DISAPPROVES OF ALL THE TV PUBLICITY THE HAC RECEIVED
IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, AND MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, A FEW WPEKS
AGO, AND AGATN BELIEVES THEY ARE. "TOO POLITICAL."

THROUGH THE FAC, HE HAS MET MARK LANE. SOURCE FAS NO

USE FOR LANE AND ARGUED WITH HIM ON THE OCCASION WHEN THEY

EET.'-5 B :

| SOURCE HAS CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION HIMSELF IN MEMPRIS,
TENNESSEE, RECENTLY. JAMRS EARL RAY LEFT BIRMINGHAM MARCH 30,
1968, AND WENT DIRECTLY TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, ON MARCH 30, 1968,
HE STAYED AT MRS, DEATON'S ROOMING HOUSE ON PEABODY STREET IN

MEMPEIS, AND SOURCE INTERVIEWED HER APPROXIMATELY THREE WEERS

AGO.

SQURCE'DEVELQPED A "LIBERTO MAMNK"™ WHO SHOWED SOURCE THD

: ABCVE ROOMING HOUSE SOURCE HAS NOT FURNISHED THIS INFORMATION

REGARDING THE DFATQN ROOMIBG HOUSE TO BAC SINCE THFY HAVE -

NOT BEEN IN RECENT CONTACT WITH HIM,

INFORMPTION FURNISFE“ BY mHIq SOURCE IM THE FUTURE WILL
BE RECORDED AT BIRMINGHAM AND FORWARDED IF APPROPRIATE.

AIRMAII, COPIES BFING FURNISHED MEMPFIS AND NEW ORLEANS.

ET.

——
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Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 3-23-71)

TO: CHIEF CLERK

®

Date

6l6/77

Social SecurityfAccouht #

Subject [}
KAFAEL MARTINE 2
Aliases
Address — Birth Date Birthplace Race lsixMale
[(JFemale

Exact Spelling

]
L]

All References
:‘Mcxin Subversive Case Files Only

Subversive References Only

[__—jRestric! to Locality of

Main Criminal Case Files Only

Criminal References Only

Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)

File & Serial Number

Remarks

 File & Serial Number Remarks

e

G- 79-182

—1Is

el -/77

g ~ /594

Ag2- go4 |2

LY

10D~ 37dE~))  DeSTRAED

H 06~ €526—- 575

(5T~ /% 73-|)3 $q T (weuf)

Requested by Squad Extension File No.
Sapr. Frdevseon) |
Searchegd by g; ! A ! 7 ‘) |~
%0‘ ¢ Q IQ }(M ) D (daté) ~ . 4

Con%ildated by ! A\ A 3 ‘
(date) JUN 5

Reviewsd by ; W ORLEANS
(date) ‘ - ]

File Review Symbols = —

1 - Identical
NI - Not identical

? - Not identifiable
U - Unavailable reference

G.P.O. 1972-471-961
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NOT 181 1542386 MMO 125 1542385
RR HQ DL KX ME WO SE
DE MM

R 0323807 JUN 77

M MIAMI (44-1854) RUC

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) ROUTINE
DALLAS ROUTINE
KNOXVILLE ROUTINE
MEMPHIS ROUTINE

NEW ORLEANS ROUT INE

SEATTLE (44-371) ROUTINE
€
BT ke
‘&;3 |
@EAR - y\. )
\=

MURKIN.

REBUTEL TO SEATTLE, JUNE 3, 197K , |

0N JUNE 3, 1977, KEITH ERNESY LAMONICA LOCATED PALM

BEACH HAWAIIAN MOTEL, PALM %Zﬁgﬁ, FLORIDA , AND AT THIS TINE
10N

MADE AWARE OF SPECIFIC PROVIL

S OF DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
REGULATIONS CONCERNING WITNESS PROTECTION. THIS INFO IN=-
CLUDED WHOM HE SHOULB CONTACT IN EVENT HE DESIRES OR I8 |
FLIGIBLE FOR PROTECTION AND THE THREE CONDITIONS NECESSARY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




PAGE TWO MM 44-1854 CLEAR

- TO QUALIFY.

LAMO NI CA ADViSED THAT WHILE HE HAS SOME CONCERN FOR
PROTECTION, HIS MAIN INTEREST IS TO DETERMINE IF RAFAEL
MART INEZ , AN ALLEGED "HIT MAN" IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA,
POES ACTUALLY POSE A THREAT TO HIM. LAMONICA WAS ADVISED
THAT NO SucCH DETERMI&ATIbN COULD BE MADE AND HE STATED HE
IS PROBABLY Gczme‘ro NEW ORLEANS IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS
AND WILL PURSUE THIS LOCALLY; HOWEVER, CLAIMED HE WOULD
PROBABLY CONTACT FBI AT NEW ORLEANS WHILE THERE. LAMONICA
CONTENDED HIS INWESTIGATION INTO CAPTIONED MATTER HAS PRO -
DUCED NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND THAT HE INTENDS TO PURSHE
HIS INESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSINATION.

B |

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-36 (Rev, 7-27-76)

I
N B FBI '
TFRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: E
[ Teletype ] Immediate (7] TOP SECRET !
(7] Facsimile ' ] Priority (] SECRET !
XX] Airtel [ Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL !
(JEFTO !
[ CLEAR J
Date JUNE 6, 1977 |

o W e s e A o amn o —— - 0t oay —on - ——me wEn G e e W, S W T ewn . . S —— e - — — |

TO: Director, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, New Orleans (157-10673)

MURKIN

Re Miami teletype to Bureau 6/3/77 and Bureau and
New Orleans telcalls 6/6/77 relating to one RAFAEL MARTINEZ.

A review of the files of the New Orleans Office
was conducted and there was no reference to anyone by the
name of RAFAEL MARTINEZ in regard to MURKIN.

New Orleans indices do contain information regardlng
one RAFAEL MARTINEZ, who was a subject of a San Antonio inves-
tigation, 92-419, in which San Antonio was office of origin.

This individual is described as a white male, born
Laredo, Texas. As of February, 1968, he was further
described as 5'11", 220 1lbs., black hair, brown eyes, residing
at 2216 Monterrey Streeb, Laredo, wife - CANDELARIA MARTINEZ.
New Orleans files give no indication that this individual has’
ever been to New Orleans and in February, 1968, he was employed
as a used-car salesman for Homer Auto Sales, Laredo, and
reportedly was engaged in the smuggling of narcotics and the
? handling of stolen automobiles. He had been assigned FBI
3 Number 659 601A.

2 - Bureau
. - San Antonic (Info)
4%) New Orleans
MC:mwb

/) S7 - 10673 '/35‘/

Transmitted Per

Approved:
, (Number) (Time)
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Begartment of Justice

8

" FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ‘ AG

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1977 ‘ 202~735-2028

The FBI conducted a thorough investigation of the
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Department
of Justice task force concluded in a report released today by
Attorney General Griffin B. Bell.

The 149-page report was submitted by the task force
of the Office of Professional Responsibility following an
eight-month intensive review of FBI files and interview of
witnesses. The purpose of the study was to examine FBI
activities involving Dr. King and to evaluate the effectiveness
of the assassination investigation.

The report concluded that the FBI had conducted a .
painstaking and successful investigation of the 1068
assassination in Memphis, Tennessee.

The task force also found no evidence of FBI
%

il

complicity in the murder.
The only new evidence that was developed related to
details that did not affect the ultimate conclusion that James

Earl Ray was the properly convicted murderer,

EARCHED e Bt

MAR 41877
FEl=-MEW URlarnd
//

7

é;
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The task force of fi&e attorneys and two research
ﬁnalysts.reviewed more than 200,000 documents from FBI
Headquarters and'Field Office files and interviewed some 40
witnesses in its study of the King cage.

On April 26, 1976, then Attorney GeneralvEdward H,
Levi directed the dffice of Professional Responsibility, headed
by Michael E. Shaheen, Jr., to review Departmenf files to ,
determine:

(1) Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's
murder on April 4, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee, was thorough
and honest;

(2) Whether there was any evidence of FBI
involvement in Dr. King's death;

(3) Whether any new evidence had come to the
attention of the Department bearing on the assassination which
should be dealt with by the proper authorities; and

(4) Whether the relationship between the‘FBI and
Dr. King called for criminal prosecution, disciplinary

proceedings, or other appropriate action.
k3

Aftér reviewing the murder investigation, the task
force turned to the pre-assassination security investigation of
Dr. King. The task force found that there may have been an
arguable basis for the FBI to initiate a security investigation
on Dr. King, but continued that the security investigation should
have been ended in 1963 and not continued until his death five

vears later.

o
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The FBI's COINTELPRO-type haréssment of Dr. King and
efforts to drive him out of the civil rights movement were found
to have been clearly improper.

Mr. Shaheen's report concluded that any criminal
action against FBI participants in the harassment campailgn was
barred by the statute of limitations. The task force
recommended no disciplinary action because the chief FBI
officials responsible for the harassment are dead or retired.

The task force submitted recommendations for tighter
supervision of the FBI's doﬁestic intelligence activities and
endorsed the Department's new guidelines in this area. The
task force also proposed outright prohibition of COINTELPRC-type

activities against domestic intelligence subjects.

DOI-1977-02

T T T e - - - . ) - . " '
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76)

FBI ‘l

1

i

:

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: !
[ Teletype [} Immediate {1 TOP SECRET :
(] Facsimile (] Priority [J SECRET '
XR¥ Airtel {1 Routine [ CONFIDENTIAL :
[JEFTO 4

] CLEAR !

1

1

Date August 29,1977

Pn o - ——— — e o — T AN e S e e G S Gmm e e G G S A e —

TO: ' Director, FBI
Attention - CHARLES MATHEWS, III,
Legal Counsel Division, Room 3648

FROM: SAC, New Orleans (197-1) - C -

HARCLD WEISBERG
V.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
(U.s.D.C., D.C.)
Civil Action Number 75-1996

Re Bureau airtel 8/12/77.

Enclosed are original and three copies of an affidavit
in response to referenced Bureau airtel.

J"n{l _ 5 e ~ »
3 - Bureau (Encs. 4) ‘z;
3 - New Orleans
Q@ w0 157 30er 5 7-r0073 /35
T ‘ SEARCHED - mmom ===
SERaALEZEWJé,___Zé
NOTAES === e (/w.i
FILED - i h -
fApproved Transmitted ___ - Per
(Number) Time)
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

HAROLD WEISBERG
Plaintiff
V.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Nt N No? Nt N Nt N N

Defendant
AFFIDAVIT

I, CLIFFORD H. ANDERSON, being duly sworn, depose and
say as follows:

(1) I am a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), assigned to the New Orleans Field Office
of the FBI at New Orleans, Louisiana. My responsibilities as
a Special Agent include the handling of Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) matters within the New Orleans Fiela Office.

(2) Pursuant to the request of FBI Headquarters
(FBIHQ), received on August 10, 1977, I caused a search to be
made of the General Indices of the New Orleans Field Office,
on August 10, 1977, for all records and exhibits pertaining to
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and filed
under the FBI designated title for that investigation "MURKIN."

The method of search conducted was the same as that utilized

‘to retrieve records necessary to fulfill the FBI's investigative

responsibilities.

(3) Thereafter I supervised the review of those .records

and exhibits located pursuant to the search described in Paragraph -

(2) above and, on August 29, 1977, forwarded one copy each Qf'
said records and exhibits éontaining documents to FBIHQ, with .
the exception of those records previously directed or recei?eq‘,

from FBIHQ or the Memphis Field Office of the FBI which did not

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Civil Action Number 75-1996

N



contain a

contained

to FBIHQ,

02B-6 and

substantive notation thereon. Those exhibits which
items other than documents were not copied or forwarded
however are listed below:

a. Two cloth strips with laundry tags bearing codes
D2B-63

b. Photographs of artist's conception of unknown

subject purchasing rifle in Birmingham;

c. Photographs of DARREL DEXTER GATIN;

d. Negatives of artist's conception of unknown

subject by witnesses in Memphis and Birmingham;

e. Photographs of bedspread in which gun was wrapped;
f. Negatives of ERIC S. GALT; A

g. Photograph of subject with eyes closed;

h. Color photographs of RONALD BARDIN SIMPSON;

i. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, March 17, 1960;

j. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, September 8, 1966;
k. Photographs of WALTER TERRY RIFE;

1. Standup photographs of RAY, March 28, 1955;

m. Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, 195%;

n. Photographs of Continental Dance Studio Party;

o. Negatives of JAMES EARL RAY and WALTER TERRY RIFE

(no dates);

p. Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, January 4, 1966;

q. Color photograph of CHARLES STEIN;

r. Photographs of MYRAL TOMASCO;

s. Photograph of CHARLES STEIN;

t. Photogfaph of CHARLES JOSEPH STEIN, July 21, 1961;
u. Photogfaph of JAMES L. OWENS;

V. Photographs of JULES RICO KIMBLE.

AT 'D H. ANDERSCHN
pecial Agent - FBI
Kew Orleans, Louls;ana

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 29th day of August

1977.

Witness: “'f:l’k~<k~\&4 S .A/tAMAJ&JLbVL\

. FRANCIS M. MULLEN
Special Agent in Charge - FBI

New Orleans, Louisiana
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
[ Teletype [} Immediate {1 TOP SECRET ‘:
] Facsimile . [ Priority [ SECRET '
XXX Airtel ] Routine 1 CONFIDENTIAL :
[(JEFTO H

[ CLEAR 1

i

]

Date August 29,1977l

r-—.."_""-—"'-"-—__"-—-"--""‘__"‘—_'“"""'"-"_'""'—___—""" ————————

TO: Director, FBI

FROM: SAC, New Orleans (197-1) - C -
HARQOLD WEISBERG *

vl
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

(u.s.D.C., D.C.)
Civil Action Number 75-1996

Re Bureau teletype 8/10/77 and Bureau airtel 8/12/77.

. Enclosed under separate cover are one Xerox copy each
of 713 documents, all from the New Orleans MURKIN file, NO 157-

10673.

The enclosed documents represent the results of a
serial-by-serial review of the entire New Orleans MURKIN main
file and its 1-As. The serials enclosed are only those which
(1) were not directed to, or received from, FBIHQ or Memphis,
(2) those involving FBIHQ and Memphis with substantive permanent
notations, and (3) 1l-As which can be Xeroxed.

Those 1-A Exhibits which cannot be Xeroxed are listed
as follows:

- Bureau (1, Package)
Cf)- New Orleans

(1, NO 66-2855) s
TR 15 5. ST .»v—‘t-.!f.v.,.-u\a,,xz,.f,-.
(1, NO 137--1)
CHA:mwb

5 7-/5@ 73 ~/357

SEARCHED - “ZM

SERIALIZEDL 4 .____%
INDEXED - —mm-—-
FILED ML~~~ '
Approved: Transmitted ] o | :
(Number) {Time) - i
GPO : 1977 O - 225-8339 % . Al
B . - S N Y Silledosuinhibe —;_-_,;_«;t__;i
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NO 197-1
CHA ;mwb

1A-1: Two cloth strips with,laundry tags bearing codes
02B-6 and D2B-6. .

1A-3: Photographs of artist's conception of unknown
subject purchasing rifle in Birmingham.

1A-6: Photographs of DARREL DEXTER GATIN.

1A-12: Negatives of artist's conception of unknown
subject by witnesses in Memphis and Birmingham.

1A-15: Photographs of bedspread in:which gun was
wrapped.

1A-22:%"Negatives of ERIC S. GALT.
1A-23: Photograph of subject wi%h eyes closed.
1A-27: Color photographs of RONALD BARDIN SIMPSON.
1A-30: Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, 3/17/60.
- 1A-31: Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, 9/8/66.
1A-32: Photographs of WALTER TERRY RIFE.
1A-33: Standup photographs of RAY, 3/28/55.
1A-34: Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY, 1960.
1A-35: Photographs of Continental Dance Studio Party.

1A-36: Negatives of JAMES EARL RAY and WALTER TERRY
RIFE (no dates).

1A-42: Photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, 1/u/66.

1A-43: Color photograph of CHARLES STEIN.

1A-45: Photographé of MYRAL TOMASO.

1A-46: Photograph of CHARLES STEIN..

lA—S?: Photograph of CHARLES JOSEPH STEIN, 7/21761.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




NO 197-1
CHA:mwb

1A-62: Photograph of JAMES L. OWENS.
1A-67: Photographs of JULES RICO KIMBLE.

Sub File 1, consisting of original FD-302s and inserts,

was not copied since such documents were repeated in Sub File 2
where all documents were indexed. Only the first pages of Sub
File 2 serials were copied since those were repeated in reports
submitted,

_ The affidavit required in the Bureau airtel of 8/12/77
is being sent by separate airtel, attention CHARLES MATHEWS, III,
Legal Counsel Division.

To assist the Bureau in accounting for all serials
the following additional information is set forth relevant to the
idiosyncrasies of the New Orleans main files' serialization:

(1) Volume 2 actually began with Serial 151, repeating
Serials 151, 152, and 153;

(2) Serial 364 is skipped;

(3) Serials 1502 and 1303 were transferred to a different
2. .: filey .

(4) Sub File A Serial 23 was skipped and there are two
serials each numbered 17 and 18.

—- P

. . B e e———
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To: Direstor, F .
Attention - SA J,. T. ALDHIZER, Congressional Ingquisy
init, a}acx«l Imvestigative Division
YROU, SAC, New Owvlzans (86-2878)

{QUSE "SELECT COMMITIED ON ASSABSINATIONS
BUREAU DEADLINE: SEPTEMBIR 23, 13877

Pe Burean teletvpe Auvgust 18, 18%7.

Enclosed ﬁné er sepavate cover for ths Bureau are two
Xerox coples each of 2,238 documents, g

These daaumeﬁis reprasent a chronolozicsl acecounting
of svery scerial in the New Orleans MURKIN ¥ile, HU 157-16873.
Those communications toser from TRIHD and M,mghtc have only the

first pags reproduced, unless substantive notations existed
slzevhere, -

The original FD-30%2s in that case which consisted of
Suk Tile 1, ali of whieh avs rvepeated by the indexefl FD-303s
in Hub File 7 and in the New (rxleans reporis in thws caze, arae
not being copied or enclosed.

The 1~A Exhibits which cznneot be Xerowed are sat out

'urﬁau {1, Packags}
Hew Cprleansg

tl, N 68~78E3}

{1, NO 6« 8?83

SEARCHED —wwa- f -

SERIALIZED_£27- :
| DERED oo R (ﬂ
e £ M/E ________ ;

/5210473 ~ 1255
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