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ME 44-1987

Subject's family is reported to have changed the
family name as often as it suited them, and they have been
known at various times under the names RAY, RAYNES, RAYNS,
RYAN, and BERNES.

A birth certificate has been located reflecting
that JAMES EARL RAY was born (GGG ¢ 21ton,
Illinois, to JAMES RAY and LUCIE MAHER. _

Mother Y, nee MAHER, was born
at Alton, Illinois, and
died an alcoholic on January 25, 1961,
at St., Louis, Mlssouri She is reported
to have been g s u ring f
her life and

Her husband; who now
uses the name JERRY RAYNES, abandoned her
in about 1952. From about 1954 until her
death in 1961 she lived with JOHN EUGENE
GAWRON whenever GAWRON was not in prison.

Father JERRY RAYNES,; born
resides alone on a small farm on Route 2,
Center, Missouri, and has telephone number
AM 7-3467. He claims to have married the
subject’s mother at Jacksonville, Florida,
in the spring of 1929, 1930, or 1931 but
he admits to having lived with her in a
common-law relationship prior to their
marriage. He states that he and the
subject’s mother separated about 1949 and
he admits to having lived with RUBY CARPENTER
off and on from about 1952 until 1863. '
RAYNES claims to have last seen the subject
about 17 years ago, end he claims to have
no information regarding his present where-
abouts.

Brother: . JOHN LARRY RAY, born
resides alone at 1800-A Cherokee, St. Louis,
and is engaged with his sister, CAROL PEPPER,
in the operation of the Grap@vine Tavern,
1982 Arsenal, St. Louis. The telephone at
the tavern is number PR 6-9417.

JOHN has served sentences in both the
Illinois State Penitentiary and in the
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