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AdmirersCr—owd A tici hta ToJ 
ay Last Respects. To Martin ., 

Luther King/ 
flJflaV-Sr -a. I - 

ATLANTA, GA. (AP) - Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s ad-
Milers by the legions paid 
tj1r last respects Tuesday at 
qéemonies in his own simple 
church, filled with white and 
black friends and dignitaries 
ofhigh rank. 
Outside the red brick 

church, an estimated 50,000 
persons milled about in a 
hãy crush. Inside, 1,300 
mpurners took part in quiet, 
somn services. 
At the front of the church 

sathe widow, Mrs. Martin 
Lqfber King Jr., and her four 
children. Her face veiled, her, 
hd erect, she maintained' 
h*i composure even as she 
hard the voice of her slain 
huband saying: 

1f I die, I want you to be, 
able to say that I tried to love 
and serve humanity.. . If you 
want to say that I was a drum 
major, say that I was a dru 
major for justice. Say that I 
was a drum major for free-
dom." 
The words were taped from 

King's last sermon, in which 
he dwelt on the inevitability of 
his own death. Not long after-
ward, on April 4, he was shot 
to death in Memphis, Tenn. 
The assassin still is at large. 
When the service was over, 

as the bronze casket was be-
ing removed, Vice President 
Hubert H. Humphrey, repre-
senting President Johnson at 
the funeral, leaned over to of-
fer a few words of condolence 
to Mrs. King. 

Outside the church, a mule-
drawn hearse was waiting to 
take King's body along the 
first stage of a trip that was to 
end at a marble crypt, bear-
ing as its inscription these 
words from an old slave song: 
"Free at last, free at last, 
thank God Almighty, I'm free 
at last." 

King haji hrirrqwed these The widow sat at the front 
same words to conclude his with their four children, Yo-
ringing speech on the steps of landa, 12; Martin Luther III 
the Lincoln Memorial during 10; Dexter, 7; and Bernice, 5. 
the 1963 march on Washing- The congregation of 1,300 in 
ton. ' cluded members of Congress, 
Even as the funeral services prelates, diplomats and na-

were in progress, State Adju- tional and world figures. They 
tanl General George J. H earn 
announced  that National 
Guardsmen from throughout 
Georgia were being airlifted 

1t0 the Atlanta area. 
Atlanta had escaped the vio-

lence that beset major cities 
of the nation after King's 
murder. Hearn said he did not 
anticipate trouble but "we in-
tend to be ready." 
• Outside the church, thou-
sands pressed at police lines 
listening to the ancient hymns 
that welled from within. 
They stood on rooftops and 

clung to tree limbs and strain-
ed at police lines to get a 
glimpse of the coffin bearing 
the Negro . crusader whose 
oratory and nonviolent ideals 
emboldened his people and 
cha11enged the national con-
science. 
• A pale green farm wagon 
drawn by two Georgia mules 
then carried the coffin four 
miles to a second memorial 
service on a greensward at 
Morehouse College, King's al-
ma mater. 
The wagon was used as a 

hearse to dramatize King's 
identification with the nation's 
poor. 
He had planned to lead a 

poor people's march on Wash-
ington this month but was cut 
down by the sniper's bullet in 
Memphis, where he was lead-
ing a demonstration in behalf, 
of striking garbage workers. 
The funeral service was at 

Ebenezer Baptist Church 
where King, 39, was baptized 
and where he had been copas-
tor with his , father the past 
eight years. 

sat elbow to elbow with old 
Negro friends of King who 
knew him from his boyhood 
'days in Atlanta. 

Even before the funeral cere 
mony ended mourners num-
bering an estimated 50,000 be-
gan making their way slowly 
toward the Morehouse cam 
'pus. 

Most, however, waited and 
followed the mule-drawn 
hearse. They marched curb to 
(curb, singing the anthem of 
the civil rights movement, 
'"We Shall Overcome." 

Among the notables who at-
tended the rites were Jacque-
line Kennedy, wearing a black 
veri Sens. Robert F. Kenidy 
of New York and Edward M. 
Kennedy of Massachusetts; 
Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy of 
Minnesota; former Vice Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon, Gov. 
Nelson A. Rockefeller of New 
York, former Gov. Car. IL 
Sanders of Georgia and Gov. 
George Romney of Michigan. 
.The services at the Ebenez-

er church began at 10:45 am. 
and the bodL s borne from 
the thurctl m  
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The pals were the 
Rev. Fred C. Bennett, a close 
associate of King in the South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
ference which Dr. King head-
ed; the Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
who was standing with King 
on his motel balcony when he 
was shot; and the Rev. Fred 
Shuttlesworth, whose associa-
tion with King began during, 
his 1963 campaign in Birming-
ham which spurred passage of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act. 

The church services were 
typical of Baptist rites in the 
South, consisting of sermons, 
Scripture readings and famil-
jar hymns. 

The Rev. Mr. Ralph D. 
Abernathy presided. He was 
King's closest friend, going to 
jail with him 17 times in their 
crusades of civil disobedience. 
'Abernathy took over as head 
of the SCLC. 

"I ate my last meal last 
ThursdaytJiay King was 
slain, Abernathy said. "I am 

seeking,..00rify my soul 
I will continue my fast until I 
am satisfied and thoroughly 
convinced that I am ready for 
the task which is at hand." 

Abernathy said he and King 
always would fast in thei 
cells for the first 24 hours 
"whenever we went to jail to 
gether for the freedom of our 
people." 

They also would pray, he 
said, "so there would be no 
malice in our hearts toward 

th iilrs."  As the ceremony began, -  

Abernathy urged the congre-
gation to sing along with the 
church choir. The congrega-
tion responded, with emotion. 
"Come home, come home, 

ye who are weary come home 

The Rev. Ronald English, 
pastor of a neighboring 
church, offered a prayer—for 
comfort, he said, and for wis-
dom. "We raisthe pennial1 
question of Job: Why? 

"Like a wild carnivorous 
beast," he IT9istory has 1 
turned upon our own because 
it could not bear the truth." 
He concluded by praying that 
"this country will not be rent 
asunder by the black 
masses." 
B 1 a c k Power advocate 

Stokely Carmichael was in the 
congregation. A few shouts of 
"Stokely, baby!" erupted 
from the crowd out front when 
CaTichael entered. 
The City of Atlanta was 

virtually closed down for the 
day. 

LARGE CROWDS, as this aerial view prior to funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King 
shows, began to gather early Tuesday out- Jr., who was assassinated last Thursday on 
side Atlanta's Ebenezer Baptist Churchbalcony of Memphis motel. (AP Photo) 
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Date Proposed 
As King Day 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Sen. 
Edward W. Brooke, R-Mass., 
introduced Monday a resolu-
tion to designate Jan. 15 of 
each year as Martin Luther 
King Day. 

IKing, the civil rights leader 
who was assassinated in 
Memphis last Thursday, was 
born on Jan 15, 1929. 

Under the resolution intro-
duced by Brooke, the only 

Negro member of the Senate, 
Congress would request the 
president to issue a proclama-
tion each year asking the peo-
ple to observe King's birth I 
anniversary with aropriateJ 
ceremonie and pt etyer.  
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OFFICIATING at memorial Mass for slain civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther King Monday night at Immacu-
late 1iit cTholic Church, N. Williams Ave and Stanton 
St. was Most Rev. Robert F. Dwyer, - archbishop of Port-

land, center. More than 500 mourners attended Mass. which 
was organized by Rev. Mell Stead, pastor at Immaculate 
Heart. Archbishop Dwyer is flanked by Father John Gian-
nini, left, and Father Kernan Healy. 
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The Americ.Nero must be led 
to understand that insurrection is the 
road to even greater despair, as cur-
rently evident in the ruins along the 
streets of the cities cited above. And 
all other Americans must be led to 
understand that time is running out 
on the decent demands for rejection 
of indecent attitudes such as those that 
would deny families a choice of homes 
merely because of the color of their 
skin. A sorry footnote to tragedy in a 
Detroit suburb: A racially mixed cou-
ple posted a "For Sale" sign because 
of neighbors' harassment affecting 
their 8-year-old daughter. 
The one man whose mad act brought 

on this crisis will surely be brought 
to justice, and so will be others who, 
by their acts, reject the course of non-
violence. But burners and snipers are 
in the minority. So, we are convinced, 
are those who would marshal force to 
keep the Negro "in his place". The 
great majority, white and black, want 
to keep America a united nation living 
by the principles of its birth. It is the 
olemn and urgent responsjbj1i of 

this majority of Americans to provide 
the le adership necessary to ensure that 
Martin Luther King did not die in vain. 




