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Transmit in i airtel

(Type in plaintext or code) (Precedence)

2/17/76

(Date)

FBI

SAC, Albany
: Director, FBI
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW
COST DATA

ReBunitel 12/12/75. Reports concerning cost data
on captioned matter may be discontinued.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, SAN JUAN (157-61) DATE: 5/20/76
. SUPERVISOR ROBERT H. DWYER

sujecT: MURKIN
BUFILE 44-38861

Re phone call from Bureau Supervisor, HAL N.
HELTERHOFF, Civil Rights Unit, FBIHQ, to San Juan, 5/17/76.

Referenced phone call referred to our case captioned
OTIS HUMPHREY MOORE; Senator EDWARD M. KENNEDY - VICTIM,
POTENTIAL CONGRESSIONAL ASSASINATION MATTER, SJ 89-0-41,
and directed that a summary &ﬁ the facts in the MOORE case
be submitted to the Bureau amd an LHM captioned Assasination
of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. and that it is sufficient to
summarize the teletypes in the MOORE matter in this LHM.
The LHM should be forwarded to the Bureau with a covering
airtel captioned MURKIN.

The Bureau further advised that this LHM should
in no way be construed as impinging on the 89 investigation
and that investigation should continue on any leads that
have been deemed logical.

~

4
_x157-61 &%fyﬁ
1-89-0-11

% NARA_

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll § dv:i‘ngx Plan

$010-108-02
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6/14/76

03 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, SAN JUAN (157-61) (RUC)
SUBJECT: MURKIN |

Re Bureau telephone from Bureau Supervisor HAL N.
HELTERHOFF, Civil Rights Unit, 5/17/76.

Enclosed herein are five coples of an LHM dated
and captioned as "ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
AT SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO,"

The representative of Secret Service referred to
in the enclosed LHM is SA ROBERT OBERHOLTZ. The representa-
tives of the FBI referred to in the enclosed LHM are SAs
DENNIS W. BRAIDEN and BRUCE M. DOVE.

Insofar as no further investigation is contemplated
in this matter at San Juan, this case is accordingly placed
in a closed status at San Juan.

- Bureau (Enc. 5) (RM)
2 /- San Juan
(1 - 89~0-41)

RCW/

[SEARCHED, DEXED
_ SERIALIZER FILED
(4)
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6/14/76

Enclosed herelin are five copiss
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PUERTO RICO,
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as no further invesik:
San Juan, this case is
at San Juan,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Charlotte, North Carolina

Iif Reply, Please Refer to March 22 ) 1977

File No.

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTr EZR KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On Jamuary 28, 1977, Dr. EUGENE V. GRACE, Eye
Surgeon, 911 North Broad Street, Durham, North Carolina, who
also operates Moore Publishing Company, 907 North Broad
Street, reported receipt of a telephone contact on January 27,
1677, from OTIS MOORE, Lomas Verdes Humber 40, San Juan,
Puerto Rico, telephone number 780-4533, offering GRACE an
opportunity to publish a book by MOORE, MOORE identified
himself as a retired United States Army Master Sergeant.
He stated in his book, he identified the assassin of MARTIN
LUTHER KING and implied this assassin had first sought to hire
MOORE for the assassination. MOORE, during his telephone
call, claimed to have previously reported this information to
the bedcral Burecau of Invgstlgatlon (FBI) and said KELLLY had
assigned him a file number. MNOORE stated he was in contact
with other prospective publishers. lle also claimed correspondence
with United States Senators FRANK CHURCH and EDWARD KENNEDY,
During his call, MOORE said he felt his life was in danger.

GRACE indicated there was a possibility he would be
back in contact with OTIS MOORE about January 30, 1977,
concerning publication of the book referred to by MOORE.

On March 17, 1277, Dr. GRACE advised he had not
had any contact with OTIS MOORE during the latter part of
January or early February, as previously proposed. However,
since GRACE had returmned to Durham, North Carollna, in
mid-February, 1977, MOORE had contacted GRACE's residence at
Durham, HNorth Carollna, on two occasions. During one of these
calls during the latter part of February, 1977, MOORE told
GRACE's wife he was staying in \1exandr1a Virginia, and was
trying to arrange for an appearance before the United States
House Committee conducting investigation into the death of

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS

NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY

OF TIE FBI AND IS LOANED TO YOUR AGENCY; IT

AND ITS CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRQBUFLD~OU$SIDE

YOUR AGL.NCY thkurcl A—muuw
TheAklad vé\

R QAN _v;_t
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JAMES EARL. RAY,

MARTIN LUTHER KING. He indicated his intention to stay

in the Washington areca until someone heard his story. He

left a telephone nunber for GRACE to reach him in Alexandria,
but later when GRACE called this number, he determined that
the number was to a pay telephone and that MOORE was not
available there., During the other telephone contact at about
the same time, MOORI stated that he was currently preparing
the manuscript for his book. GRACE indicated a desire to see
this manuscript when it was completed. Since that call, GRACE
has written to MOORE in Puerto Rico to indicate again an
interest in seeing the completed manuscript. MOORE, in his
conversations, again indicated he had corresponded w1Lh
Senator raANK CHURCH and Senator EDWARD KENNZDY. GRACE stated
since that time he has had no additional contact with MOORE

and noted that he had never had any personal contact with rQDRE,
nor had MOORE indicated any intention of visiting GRACE in
Durham, Horth Carolina.

Dirr. GDACE did not know if MOORE
House Committee in 1977.
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FD-365.£Rev.  11-27-74) .

Transmit the following in

FBI
Date: 3/23/77

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL

XX No further action being taken and
Mm.' ts;) XX LHM enclosed ] Copy to: [] USA

r 4

Special Agent in Chc;rge

5

(Precedence)

ATTENTION:
XXGENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
; XX CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
From: AC, ARLOTTE h=1363)(RUC) ] CRIMINAL SECTION
] INTELLIGENCE DIVISION

Subject:

XX CR [ EL [DIH [ CRA-64
(JPA [OJPE [ PF [(E
[ DAMV [ DAMV-FR []CAA
(JAP [ IWFC [ CWAA (3 FI
(JEID [ Bomb Threats [ ] Extremist Matters
: ] White Hate [] Black -
Summary of Complaint:

Re Charlotte teletype to Buvream, 1/28/77.

0%1s . Lomus Verdes Number 40, San Juan, Pusrte
uu.mb‘uin cmtﬂthﬂr.mmkhm
uuthcuol ,otmmnmz%
c%y t to GRACE MOORE in which
states he uueuud assassin of MARTIN KING and implied
this assassin had first sought to hire MOORE for the assassination,

INDICES: [] Negative [_] See Summary

ACTION: UACB: /{7,é / —2 10

] FD-376 (Enc. to LHM) ] Secret Serv1ce
[ LHM being submitted 1ATR

1 Report being submitted E-‘*RCHED.L&%NDEX
(] Preliminary investigation instituted SERIALIZED = lwté';"‘“ -

[ Limited investigation instituted c51
(] Investigation continuing

gwm

..7: ;

pue—
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HeOg1e7 1651537
PP AFD
DE KX

P 141455Z JUN 77

FM KNOXVILLE (88-7225)
T0 DIRECTOR AND ALL SACS PRIORITY
BT
CLEAR
0

DOUGLAS SWANE SHELTON, AKA - FUGITIVE; JAMES EARL RAYs ET AL,
CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE UFAC - ESCAPE, 00: KNOXVILLE

SUBJECT SHELTON APPREHENDED IN A STOLEN AUTOMOBILE PRY
TENN. STATE CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS APPROXIMATELY 14 MILES FROM
THE PRISON.

SHELTON IS THE LAST OF THE ESCAPEES.

KNOXVILLE WILL SUBMIT A SUMMARY AIRTEL IN THIS MATTER.
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'HWASHIINGTON (UPI) — An unidentified black leader appar-" -

ently worked with the/"Bl ‘in the 1960s in -an effort to remove
 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. from national prominence in the
civil “rights movement, according to just-released FBI files.
The secret office files belonging to former FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover were obtained under a Freedom of Information
Act request made by the Center for National Security Studies,
a private organization.
. They .“‘reveal the extent to which King and -his close as-
rsociates were pérceived as a threat by the FBI .and kept
under government surveillance during the t'j‘ve-y’e,'al_' period bhe-
fore King's assassination” in 1968, the center said. .
It said, for instance,.a Dec, 1, 1961, imteroftice memo to
‘William Sullivan, then No. 3 in the i"BI heirarchy indicated
“‘the FBI and a black leader apparently worked together in an-
‘effort to-eliminate King.” o i S
_‘The name of the collaborator was blanked out in the re-
leased documen i
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plot to curtail Dr. Kin

“(Blank) stated to (Cartha) DeLoach (another top FBI offi-
cial) that he was faced with the difficult problem of taking
steps to remove King from the national picture,” a copy of
the memo showed. ‘‘He indicates in his comments a lack of
confidence that he, alone, could be successful. It is therefore

suggested that consideration be given to the following course -

of action: _ _ .
"“That Deloach have a further discussion with (Blank) and

offer to Be helpful in connection with the problem of removal

of King from the national scene.” ,
The memo, then suggested that (Blank) get together with

‘black leaders such as James Farmer and 1abor, leader A.

Philip. Randolph, and -*‘on a-highly confidential ‘basis could
brief such a group on the security background of King." The
briefing would include ‘‘the. use of a tape, such  as contemp-
lated in your memorandum, with a transcript for convenience
in following the tape, (and) should be most convineing.*
“This might have the effect of increasing the stature of

(Blank) who is a. capable person and is ambitious.” it said.

The Senate intelligence committee reported in 1976 that: the
¥Bl had “‘bugged' hotel rooms used by King. o

With the purpose of ‘‘destroying his marrriage.” the Senate
report said, the FBI mailed King a copy of the recording.
with an accompanying note “‘which Dr. King and ‘his advisers
interpreted as threatening to release the tape recording unless
Dr. King committed -suicide." :

Another document made public Sunday referred to the Sept.

9, 1964 ‘‘monitoring” at Atlanta, Ga., of a conversation bet-
ween King and Muhammed ‘Ali, who was then facing federal
draft- evasion charges. In another document, Attorney General
Nicliolas Katzenbach gave ‘Hoover blanket authority to earry
out electronic surveillarice in his absence ‘without prior author-
ity as was required at the time. : i

King was shot and killed in Mem pir==refin., April 4. “1968.
James Earl Ray, an escaped convict, -pleaded guilty to the
murder and is' serving ‘a 99-year -prispn sentence,
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This form is:
TO: SAC:

{1 Albany
[C] Albuquerque
(] Alexandria
[ ] Anchorage
[ Atlanta
Beltimore
Birmingham
Boston
Buffalo
Butte
Charlotte
[_—J Chicago

]
_J

[ ] Top Secret

() Houston

] Indianapolis
] Jackson
) Jacksonville
] Kansas City
[ Knoxville
[] Las Vegas
1 Little Rock
1 Los Angeles
(] Louisville
] Memphis
[_1 Miami

[ ] Secret

Notification of Document Classification Action
4-724 (Rev. 2-16-79)

f

[] Confidential

(] Oklahoma City
) Omaha
[ ] Philadelphia
(] Phoenix

\ j Pittsburgh
[ Portland
Richmond

7] Sacramento

] St. Louis

Salt Lake City

—] San Antonio

!

[X] Unclassified

[ ] San Diego
) Cincinnati 0 i
[ ] Cleveland
[} Columbia
] Dallas
] Denver
] Detroit

f_] Milwaukee
) Minneapolis
) Mobile
™} Newark
[(— ] New Haven
1 New Orleans
[J El Paso ] New York City
1} Honolulu ] Norfolk
]} SAC, New Rochelle (MRA)
[:; SAC, Brooklvn -Queens (MRA)

Zre Zl. .,,(,,ZAA
Z&//i‘ /”7 4

Davdl
ﬁ Seattle
[} Springfield
] Tampa
F*‘ Washington Field
] Quantico

A_ﬁﬁ/.fo e’

' B
Counting of Paragraphs:

Reference-counted as first para.; last para. on

TO LEGAT:
[] Bern

[ Bonn

{1 Buenos Aires
(1 Caracas

- Hong Kong
) London

{] Manila

% Ed)(tft);lv(vg City  or subject matter.

(] Paris Bu file L0 ~/0 670 - s0t/

page continued to next page counted on first
page only; page beginning with continued para. -
first full para. counted as para. one; para. fol-
lowed by (:)-material thereafter counted as part

»

of original para. or referred to as “line ;
info. not in para. form identified as “line _

7 Rome
] Tokyo
- O tite _ /52~ G/
I
cument has been destroyed or cannot be

located, reply with FBIHQ is unnecessary.

JUN 27 1980

Date

(Division
[} Report of SA

(Division

[] Cover Communication:

[X] Teletype

[] Other

[ Letter [ ] Airtel
] LHM [JMemo

To: —e Al

Dated L2~/ 225"

[ ] Classification retained (see below)

[ Declassified by
{X] Classified

[]) Upgraded

[ ] Downgraded
Classified and extended by 3F3

Reason for extension

FCIM, 11, 1-2.4.2. [ ]1 X 2

Date of review
LRAPFS

for declassification

on
[] Top Secret

[ ] Secret
[X] Confidential

To:

on 4’25—'8’0

— []3FCIM, I, 1-2.4.2.

[ ] Letter [_]Airtel [_]Report cover pages

To: Dated

[ ] Classification retained (see below)

[ ] Declassified by on

[ ] Top Secret

[ ] Secret

[ 1 Confidential
on

[]Classified
[] Upgraded

[ ] Downgraded
Classified and extended by

To:

Reason for extension

D! 12

Date of review
for declassification

— f[1s

The above indicated changes in classification have been made at FBIHQ. You are requested to make the changes indicated on

your referenced communication(s) and all other file copies in your division.
This routing slip can be destroyed after changes have been made.

communication(s) of change(s).

Advise local agencies previously receiving copies of

Page Paragraph

A
/()@sﬁcaﬂn %

/4 //

Line

T
ST RISFLTR YA

3
/
/

/
ol
7

[] See reverse side for additional listings.

FBIHQ Division 4 ] Other

KJDCRU [ ] Other

pasi
“dnitials)

This form is: [] Top Secret []Secret [ ] Confidential [ Unclassified

FBI/DOJ
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Paragraph

Classification

CTs

(]S IC

[JTs

(Js (¢

T8

CJs [JC

[]Ts

(1S [CJIC

TS

s []cC

LTS

]S ¢

LTS

1S (¢

(TS

(s [Jc

(TS

s [Jc

TS

CJs [JcC

LTS

(s (¢

7S

LS

CJTs [

7S

TS

TS

T8

[]7Ts

[]TS

CJTS

TS

TS

[7s

[]TS

TS

]Ts

7S

[]Ts

s
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