
TO 

OPTIONAL P'ORM NO. ID 
. MAY 111111 EDfflON 
; GSA l"P'MR (41 CPR) IDl-11,1 
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DATE; • 4/24/68 : , , , , 
•\I \ 

' '· . ~ . 
i i : 

FROM :i IC KEN PAUL 

SUBJECT:'.· MURKIN 
' f 
~ ' 

HOWARD STAFFORD called long distance at 11:45 
:1 

i this morning and advised he is staying with his brother 
ARNOLD GENE STAFFORD in Victoria, Texas, telephone 573-2017. 
STAFFORD stated at the time MARTIN WTHER KING was shot, . 
he was living in a rooming house at 336 Hyde Park Avenue,· 
Tampa, Florida. He stated two days after KING was shot 

'. a man moved into the r.9oming house whose name he does not 
know. He stated he had observed this man on occasions and 
only from the back. He stated his appearance was most 
unusual in that his ears did not match. He stated by that 
he means one was larger and protruding out from his head 

: more than the other one. He stated his build appeared to 
, be the same as JAMES EARL RAY. STAFFOR stated the man's 

actions were most unusual in that he very seldom left 
his apartment and on those few occasions that he did leave, 
it was always late at night or in the early morning hours. 
He stated he is. quite sure that this man was having an 
affair with a woman who had an apartment adjoining his 
(STAFFORD). He does not know the name of this woman, but 
she has been residing at the rooming house for some time. 
He stated that the owner of the rooming house, a Mrs. SCHUSTER, 
would be able to furnish the names of the woman and the man. 

•. STAFFORD stated he left the rooming house last Sunday·and 
·t. came to Victoria and at that time, the man was still residing 
: at the rooming house. 
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FP-36.1Rev, 5-22-64) , • 

FBI 

Date: lJ/ 21.f. / 6 8 

Transmit the following in ----------,------------------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ____ _ AIRMAIL 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
TO: SAC, TAMPA 

FROM· 

RE: 

C, HOUSTON (lf.lf.-1509) 

MURKIN 

Remy call to Tampa this PM. 

Enclosed is a memorandum from Complaint Clerk KENNETH 
PAUL lf./24/68 which is self-explanatory. 

Tampa at Tampa: Will contact Mrs. SCHUSTER, owner 
of rooming house at 336 Hyde Park Avenue, and determine if 
anyone meeting description of subject JAMES EARL RAY is or 
has been residing there since the shooting of KING. 

1 -

Tampa (encl 1) ~/ 
Memphis (info)\t°,Vt~ 
Houston 

WTW:mec 
(4) 

1) 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

't\:lieritltt 'IS cFreea' in . MexiCO*YP __ -­
f ,1Ji 'King·· Case,· With ·Apologiei 
· J ·}·HE~.0$1LL9, . M e x i c o "This. man did~'t mat~h the said "it would take a blind 

. .
. S_:pPI_ .... J.· ::-. ·_ A_··. ,bearde __ d .. American p

8
h
11
o~ographs or fmgerprmts at · man to say that he resembled 

,a:.i.;. ... ;,,it f B It Md the man the FBI is looking 
· . ~-~-; .. · rom a im?re, ., Hotel Manager Carlos Va- . for." 
:~ _ ireAttef and questioned by lencia Beltran in Caborca said She said Iler son: had been · 
: , ~~j.~a~ <P<>lice in their hunt he .had ·told police his guest wounded and awarded the 
.. t>r ~;~uspect in the slaying of "resembled" · pictures ot purple heart in combat in Ger­
·, 'Rt~, M:84iin Luther. King .Jr., James Ea_rl Ray, w~nted ~Y many in World War II, ani 
, , .. · •. · ·> · · . ' . the FBI m connection with that he had left Baltimor · 
- ~-_l teida. ~ .•. · ~-. w_ as released with King's assassinatiQn. March 24. She · said he r 

.• ~lo~es . : bY·. .state author• I B It·· h t·f · d · d. hl t , . ffl_e$..,:1 .,~--, · .. . n . a 1more, w en no i 1e , ceive . a. mont. y ve eran 
lDa~el n; · Kerinedy, 42, had of her son's arrest, Keimedy's compensation check· from . the 
~n -•ested ,Wednesday in a _?8-year:-o~d _ m_\liP:~h.a~r~,_!:P~,. ~e~~r::;.l,~~g~ov~e~r~run~· ~e~nt:,·=-.J-E:::!:' ==::>L ___ 
.#Jl).alt Ptafe · in ·. Caborca, 80 
miles· -southwest of Nogales 
Ariz., and. questioned for ~ 

· hours be. fore being brought i 
handcuffs to this Sonora stat 1 

eapi'tal ... . ·... ·.. . . J 
\ . .. ' •. -. ,, . ' .. ' ' 

. · ,~tat8i police · turned . bhn 

!
se · '\tlth :upologies lesa th;ln : 
o hours after his arrival in 

erntoSillo. , Kennedy left state : 
~cQ headquarters-. sJy~g ~· 

wanted to contiJJue his ~ip ·to 
. .Guaymag, a small fi$hhtg and . 

resort town on the Pacific 
£Gast . about,. 80 alles aouth• of 
Hermosillo. · · 

··.: Alnerican · Vice Consul Ar-
. nold Denys in HerlJlosillo sail: 

Kennedy has , b~eri . ','elimi- . 
iated" as a suspect through·~ · 
:thQrough check by Hermosillo 
''judiqial police" of his back-. · 
ground; cu-cumstances, facial ' 
features and fingerprints.". 
' .Denys said. Kennedy .was 

aveling on his own, very­
cely trying· to learn · about 
e 1'4exican people, when he 

.1 as picked up because a hotel : 
manager thought he matched 
'the description of the · sus- · ; t " . ~c.. . .. 

.. ,, ~enys said Kennedy was 
'.''Very upset" and · insisted on·. 
being returned to Caborcj 
\\lb.ere he was pie_ ked up, an 
~~ere he had. a $5 a day hot 
· om. 
i Denys said he felt th 
· quest justified and state 

lice had returned Kennedy 
-~ Caborca. · 
. ' . . . 

),0We turned him loose less 
~ two hour after he was 
ought here/' state police 
. •. "We :iad a complete set 
>Photographs here from the 

and fing~~i .. 9£ _!h;;;e 
p,,,oit..U-_::...___·_._;-_'· _· '___:. . . ' 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

PAGE 7-A 
TAMPA TRIBUNE 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 

Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

4/26/68 
LOCAL 

Editor: JAMES A. 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: TAMPA 

D Being Investigated 

- -3o/ 
S ARCHED t;IN.DE{.f ........ ..., ....... ,., ........... . 
S RIALIZED._.._._ •• _ .... ILE . .._._ ...... _••·~·"-' .. 

,. , ,-. ,_ -, , 1 '~ r r 
;' . :. ~.,; , ' .. ., ~ .. 

EBI-JAMPA 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 11112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum.,.~-........_ 
SAC, TAMPA t57-323.,~L,.) 

~~-i..."l.¥,p#'.,(.\~~11--. 1 

STENO E. MASON 

MURKIN 

• 
DATE: 4/26/68 

SA CECIL FRANKLIN, Jacksonville Division, 
telephonically dictated the following to me at 
3:50 P.M. this date: 

By teletype dated 4/26/68, Savannah 
advised Jacksonville that "Captain REX STONE, 
Savannah PD, advised that Colonel JAMES A. EVANS, 
USA Retired, advised him (STONE) that a '67 or '68 
brown Plymouth station wagon, a rental car from 
Florida, bearing a Florida license #3E 5643, met 
him head-on on U. s. Highway 17 South, turned 
around, and followed him to his place of employment 
on Bay Street, Savannah, Georgia, which would be 
U. S. Highway 17 North. STONE got a good look 
at the driver and believed him to be identical to 
JAMES EARL RAY, except that the dr±ver of the 
vehicle wore horned rimmed glasses." 

Records in the Motor Vehicle Bureau, 
Tallahassee, Fla., show Florida license 3E 5643 
registered for 1965 Plymouth Fury II, ID #P 252267608. 
Automobile owned by Automotive Rentals, Inc., care o 
HENRY W. ERWIN, JR., 7411 Maple Avenue, Pennsauken, 
New Jersey. . . . D 4--- A \ 
fuwfi-\<U \3c-tG•N, ~~'\\ ~~, I i¼_~o~ _t:Q.J<\~ (:)tve, 

17 d.O ·3 ~-::i A-t-"c- ,\'~0~ ()..J 1~~ _SA- l\2Q~IQ'½ crt\~i p,~~ fl . 
c ~Q~ ~o..,is. , s o ~o.R15 w ~Js "'o a w-.. ~ °""1 (i) 1 MO-<.l (l,( <;: • 

(1) ' 

.Az, 
APR 2 61 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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... 

.. 

PRESENTENCE REPORT \ 

NAME .J~1es fP..rl. H.ny 
vnit7J St,:l~:l .. 

ADDRESS "~r~~ 1siont 

AGE NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS 

SEX OFFENSE 

RACE 

l. 

.. - .. -:"'.:.:.=-:.·::=--7-:,:;--_:=__:_:: --::-~- ----·-- - ·--- -·-- - - ---~_:-..=,_-__ -_ -_ ·-· 

·-

Thia de!arrlcnt en Ap1•11 1, 19~5 e~,t~:."':;d a ploo cf t:J.11 ty to ~"1 ~r:i'or:,1.J.tion in 
one r.o·J.nt Hh!.oh cllarien that h~t ~)n ct"' ~.bout I<vrc~ 21, 1955 o.t Kc.a;3~...s Cltc;·., tit­
souri. ~ noyrint:;ly, :{ilf"..111.y, '.1.nlP.:;.:-J)illy, r~ncl ; clo;ti.ounly !oI\.·c-d a tic~~ e~.,__31 ~!1- · 

~orRen,:.nt "'a:~ '.:. ~i. :.,oat r:;.f.fice D-~r-'nrtrr~~nt Eon-2J ... rcor ::c, 7.~~12J/ 1;Y7. On 
ttJis amno dot~ a cc::t'."•t:v1to;i, ~·niter Terr: Rifo, c~torcd a pl9$ of £ltilt-,J in Dct::.--~ j.. 
No. l}ll·) to nn rnforf'lc.t, O'.l i!1 c:rin coru1t ch:1rc~:!..n.c hi.::1 1."ltt: i:~~'° ~c·.:\;cry ~!1 tu:\:.:1 · 
:'11 1):,: cf J-OstaJ. r:i:~':tey onl~:r t:c, 7-!:2,2JJ,;1_·;,. lt':1~)cuitt_n (: :.cn-:.c/tco :.:'. t.:, 
dc!':"!:-~dr.nt m""lD hlu cc~"l\.:-•a:1ion , as oo.!crrcd ,1;)!"/1 t.L_t ;~'~<~ttn~~.-i.CC _T .. --~~~i·-:nt~t"n 
~.:as ort~cr8\."i. 

Thu ~'?.cts ot tho c~ oe a.r-~ ;; ~ !ol;..r"!H3 ! ~·-,n r!arch 7 J 1 ?5:; the ., • ...:e • OGt i..'ffi/;'J 
-~t r c,;l ·· c:r-rilJ,e.. .tl~ inois i-m.a burrµn:~1cc::l end oL---:ty-oi.~ blacl, ii. s. ?o~-tl 't-~:.=.-:7 
Creer~, ~•t"r\1:l ~f~o5. 7-L2,2J},5J, to 7-L21239,600 inclu::;;ive, end th~ c!iicc ''v.:-s.J.i-
d,,.t·n·- r,-4-,.-,..) t·r:. ........ _,,_olr,.,., flon l;!\!'O,.. (n 19· ~~ .,+ i,,t ,.. •lJin,·· ~ •"'>'r\ •l:n"'••-"lc-~,"'f:"~,, r: ..... , f.;, .n\.,ci~•\1••. ~(;;.Cl ;Jr#" . ...... i. · ... .11 ~ .. ~, t~ ·J .,., ... ,_ .... r•~ l-- •• , ~ . , \,,l..l.,ti, c-.... ;..l!t • ..;.\1,\-"' ,:-~--~~.., ... 

nttt-:mpt was mcda· t,.. cnsh. one cf tt"•~~o utolcn n:on.Z-J crd.;rs. {;n ~(nre.h 21, 19S:.:, 
cna <'f the stolen .;nono:,r cr<ert-, order no. 1-t: 1 ?JJ,!~1r, -;,,;Jo r,r.:)s~~:itci tc, J..s­
kin' ~ Clothin~· \.~o:~ip:.u1.7, 12":1 Grnn:i Avcnuo, Knr1:1ns Clt,:r, Ni:1u~·..1rL, c,y n~ un­
knoh-n :· er con in on,·:?.cn·~ fer a. oui t ~·f cl()thorf which i:ns ncv·-er ic!~cd uo :iftcr 
. . .. ., - -: 

aJ..tPrationo hud been mr.-~o. T.hio rr.oncy order, uhich 1;·30 in tt10 n:11ount of {75.00, 
"~~ ·.:at!.c .,:.a);-£!.bla 'to 'r· illt'r·::! ;:. • i-'i.cbT.i.do ~;i th tho f:urchr,tl~r loing 1f1ct:1 ~s ·w cr­
:;on 'c · ric c. :...,.n this !H,ine d.:to c.n nnkncun pcr::Jn pl'\:t~cntcd ~t~?lon t'.!J:J.'::;f er.:.:?? 
;k,. -.:-t2,23;,f6t-to ths Cha.fic:l C.f.fico Hz.chin~ CoJ1_;,n.ny, lhl) Gr~n1 ;ven:.;.:, 1 tL::,:1-

•-::i.t'l' .'"'Z.L. ·.•~ s~r·1.r' i•· · ,, ...... t:'r~t ro-" u,e-,...-,d ·o"••,t.-hlo r•c-·--'\n•·t-""'- ❖ •.-,--·•1·~ t.r-;•· ;;---.._,,.. 
: : ~ '· ,,.I, .... J .... · -.,'-' .} .. ; ~ ~- .:.\/ ~_._._,., " ~ a u 1..ttw'. ii • ~_.. .. ,.. ... , ....... ,~ v~• \,iJ ~,"l~ a ..., ...,,;;,J,. • .1 ...... ..,. .•. .-' 

I" C .. ,. . . ·- r✓• ;, • • .. Cr. . . ~ <::• l -. A. ~ .. ~ - ... ~. - 4 ·" " .,. 7 r ... ' • . .., ~-.. 1 ' .. .. . ; ll . , l • r '. ..... r ,! Ii ;-"\ 
... ....... .J ... .._...,,., 1., ""' \\4.U -4.,4 "•"'"'ti..,., ........ ~\.-...,,..,. .:>•v...- t•-«-•-.1._h.·:... 1,a,.J., . .a. ~, .. ..i ·• ··'!'-· • .!.'., 

wi tt tr..e , ··1rc~r: zer tc !.n:: ::1ro~~1 cs v craan ~-~c D~"idc. L~e n.:· .. :-1.:1.;;er c.i L: \.3 ,. .t.n., 
·er 5. ... -: e-..:s_~· iCiOlW oi' tt..is tro.nti:;.ct~on, ,.',l:!.ro .... t.(r.,_; b.r1 p·· ·le ~' i • f. ~ - . $..·,.:, c•,r--1>. • ......,., ... u .., .,:. ,uc ......... _ ... .._.,, .... It -4..,/,.,._, ___ ·~-• 

'.L·~c ~;~r~ :,·.- ·"'t; nut~d tho ~t,.it:,l c~--d tnzi.lta ,,! thG nutc;t(,o:.lu (:1.~ cr-~c.1 t-J thJ c.:.~tc._...:.:::: 
c..n:-i :.'.'"ic l:.co:1$e -~u.11her .'.f t!:lo car. ' .. ater un-:,n tni.t: .1:0-:-..rr.l crJ0r ~t~ ~~:rsrt..:.::.·.:.l 

.I' 

Al~~./e <JI· ... 
FPI- LK-1-26-5.l·-IIOM-47I 
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• • 
to have bean stolon a description o! ti."le cnwto:.ior ar.j r-..is :.uto:,obilo '.-i~O .. ~vcll 
to post ol'fics inn;,ooto~~ uho alerted tho ~~ ssouri :.}ta to Hic-Jn:::iy f- n trnl. A 
rJ..shu::cy- ~>~'trc,lman r,!1 ~•1.'"\rc!'l ~,.,., 1?$~; at. ;in~nib.:iJ., >~!-...:.i~\Y1l·i ru.,.r''-'St••d in t.his .:..1.:;.;.-

to•1·· •o.1,.,,.. ·····l'·o~ 'i'n.r"•·,r t,1,(·~ Jc.,rfl')'"' , ... ' ... ""'l 11 •.. , " .... , ".'I ,.~0··••··•1 ..... "' ....... ,,~ .,, ,.· ... '-,c--1 ,,~-~ ~-iJ "-•Q ;••.:. 1wt .. ~ .... '-.> ,,.._ •\.'J .,,>1t,i;.i •->C.c. ~"-.. ~J1 ~••'-'·\ •a r, , ....... v\i.,.•,.,,..,,.., · ..•.. ,. "'-'·'• 

r::--:~·1.•~~~. T:-::rty-foTr- c.ir t:10 :.1onoJ· on10:ra ot('len f~.:tn t,~, 1:.,:1~r: .: .. a_. ~., -:;~:is 
,:•or.-~ ·t1· 1 c•1 · ~T-~,r~ ~"'()'''1·1· ~~ ... ,r,,..,n 'l'··~~, .. r +"'p "'1"'~··1 "' 1·Jo·~::- •·:1n rtl.,,,.,·o c,.., . ..,,,_~~~--;i""..a- 1,, t~·.,..., .. "-i '-' ..• .l. .._ ...,,_.o# u .., •\,J. •. ;;., ..... _ .... ,, ... it , .. .al'tlil. t_~J; . .,, ,.·,, .. '-J,,. -~\ , ..... ~ ,,,.,. ,., v. v .. J.l '-•• ,, .• ,,.,,,.., ..... "'.1 1,.,,,_:.,,..-"~ 

l"lnt·· .. ,,,...h-, l .. , i\ 11 0,. t'.~p-... hr.~ bt•~n ""tP."""')~,<1 v-' .Lt.. .i. ho V"' 1 .c <"C "i+ .. n,.,, ~· ~-·. .,j.r_""\n r_·•~ - .... U\.4. -~:.:.\.ru-. .... · • r1-. - ~~ .... ,. '.!.,.:'t•-• -..,rJtJ. u ~••~'l-4~· .. .., •••".t..C.l t.J-_. tii.,.it,_.._~~. W•'-•~ ~,.,:..;.L:.~,L>• ._,..,.,1\.1 1.:._.i.,J._ 

1nr~d2 out .:.•.-cly for cno.r.in.::; ~11.ilo othr?ro w?.ro nr . .rt, .. 

C"1 :~,~.:.:en :;L, 1()5~-- Ri.~·e en-.:-?·c·.;tod o atntot-:i~nt for :·,,~t1l 1.nr.i·cctors in 1-rh::.c...ri to 
ad.r.i -t ·:cd ho t:.ld p!·~r nred, for::cd nnd utte:rrd the post:.il t1cr1cy o rJc.!" ~: ro~,c::ttd 
... ,.., .,,.~l., .•~:,..,+•,·c~ O-"'Yico ~·~·1··,:·-il~r- .·~O"Jl!")l'."1,..,,, i~1 '."°fl'1•'1r'l•1 ... , ·~· ., __ ..... ,r,-$ t ... ""...s •. - ........... : ..... . 
W"'.> 111-t -...,_.,_.....,_.._ V .J..-• "--'•.~ .. ;.· 'Yi \., '_{"·...,_" l ... 1 .. -..4t_-.....- ...... ,,"" • .t!'_ ,~:..,.1_ ••... _.:..-~\ _,J.\....~ <.:.•-!.~j 

~t~ ·.·· .,H.€.., O:""Jc·:- ur..ich ·.r~ie .~tt.r0:1~00 •.Hl 1"or1:.:·"cd c-n~:)l'':,~:-1-~;~t :-:~t ;di~;~_:1' .:'. :~.~~.h~? 
Gc:1~;.-.r..y, . n.(:~n.:· 1:1t;1

, !~1GD:;t:_.i.ri. He :d,r1tt ... ('Jti ti.1-ltlt 1£ .n~:d il;i.1;):-1."'~''..l t.l::i ;.::-.cQ 01' I 
t ~- ,.. ..... d\"r ., .. ,.,rt~rr· l""ff'"'tt'l~ '"",.,,..-',., {!'or cn~t.,-t ·1rtt •'.\M,d 'fl, c'n f.~ .... , . ..,..., ··o ·nj ,.n +~~ .-~•-..- ... ., ........ ,"'~, ~~ .:i,,_., i 1.-:;,,J i., ~ ... ,-:; .Ji .,,.: .. ~ 1w .., ;:u,.G..J J. . ,..,.;J.&.,.6 .• ~ ,:u a.:· •,· ... L- · . ,-, ~· .. ,... J. · u... - ..,. ! ... · • .,q 1;,,o. ... •., :..- _., ·J ! 

"n ·-~~ 'ich ~~~ ·.'"")S r,r,...nr.,tr.:d ~,,,,, r,.-•Ltitt....A r-,,~r'·i-\•'l·T ··1U!·1r:,...o·•,:, ··•'1,..r , .... _...,. ~-, ,,.r.71L'>.r•' r-:"""'11 t 
-~ _•:~::; ••,'\~.-.. -~: .. ~ .• , ~ + •~w. ·~· : :•v ~:,1.~ ... ~~ -..~~~, ... &~ i. ~,~; ,,~·"• v_'; :~ . ::~;~, ~-.. u.:.a-, ~~:~-~ 
.lO .. t;.·-~· o~rlo. , .. C; .. ,Onva in t,LO vt .. 1 ... 0.., o! l1oJ . .tda, ~·CJ..-.;J.w.;.-..'l, ,. r.~a:, ........ ~, ~::1 ! _$' ........ ~~..;,,,.t 

··Jr ••cc~l,~ "le,,r•ct"l ... n""-1l·t .. , "''t")"M,.,...,..,~1-~ to .-- ... ~h .... n.111 """0"''1"''" "~ol"I~ .. + .tlt~· T"l1.;-~•i·•;, .s~ • f ". -'-...... ~ ;;;:>\A,'"" .,-,;...1.~J..i. ,. .:, c..: ~,., ···,tu-- "'~ '':) t.;.1,..i•...;... 4.i.,1,1._ --l'• ·•----.,J ,.r.<._....,._ ~.., -., !'1IJ > ................... ~~.,,,,•~l;-

c- •·~-ch(: 1-:H:-r:: rn n~o ~t~ ... ,~ . .,ont 'lr..t,:t f(11"""1•o +t~t":~ "·o ~, . .,..c: .. ,,,.~ ;...., r.,.~ .... ,-~ r1 ,.l. 4.•• .. · J -f.,,,.,,-1• .,,.,. ..,....-.;..1 f..,,"" --•~l..1l. .. .._., · J;t:_. ~ .. -L~i• •.J u_..-..,, .. ~ .[J. J. ......... C'\~ --..1 -...~.-....-.~ .... .. 

li!1o!.,s; the stolen :-::onoy orders. Thoy 1-mrc ~old to hi.t:1 t,y en u..~.dc~tificd 
men for :::20. en Mnrch 2L, 19~:5 Rr.y I dcoli· in ..... tn PX!"·C'H~,,, ~tR· ~~c:;t :c--:- .' (;~~-~1 
ir:s: "."Ctn:-~, ,•;1c1. ~r!'btll? :;t.~-t:t tb.t he!:~'<" >i.ll.'ttc~'~•i·'t 1·'5 ~:lL.~ ·:i O :.,·'l t"t"' c~s.'1,. 
1:i,:; cf tlv1 ~tolcn nono:,r orrl ~rt1 in thn vo.r:i.o-~\.a st:-:.~-·.~=. i~r, , 1 •Yl :.ed r.ct ,:i:,.l~ :" ::r:.o::-
" ·": ♦ •-,~++he r':V"n~·- ~~1~\"'t) 1...T, .. , .... ,.:, a-l-olnn 1\o•·J'l~'Jt:'H h"' ,.-l~d .... ·r-il·-~ r1T"''"2!t' '"'""'4 .... -.. .. -..J. ... ¼~ '-'-•Z....V .J• , ... 1,..1 '-·J ...,_,.,l.,,: ... ..,,._v ,, •• ,i.; v~ t·; "• , ... ,r_ 'lj •• J,., .... ,, 1.,:,.,.....:.1.., ... ~.,,t4.._..... J i. .... --. ... , . .J-.... ..• t'-.A f.r••.11•• 

t he,·• '---~:-,!':!- ... ,., ...... n·'"' ~'.":.(1 t~~J'-l;\ tol--' 1").,.'1 p~ '5'n ~~Hit. •~o-.- '••,d \-.r,_,-:,n ....... ~~"'.!'.°'~ #,"'I- -·';""' . .... -.•v , .... ,. • .J._,.. i:"" .iJ.,..i,.. _.vi, .(.l l._, 41,~,,;s W,µ,,...,.. W4 _. J.&t.>,. ~~'-... .,...........,.._._....t:.-•'-" ... -..... 41 .. .._,,__. 

::. •. --,A·i--t ... +~-~ t"'-4 "'t ''no';,,,,... 'f,t•~o .f>o~~t".l':i ,.,nr' \~<•t<"\':Y'd +1-,..,., r.,.. .... __,. ,......,.:,CTS ... ~e--~ .. ,.;\ _..a, .,_. . ..,,;. •·••·•··l.-.1r.,,vt...:t..l li.,fJ.-., .. 1. V',·C. L.i .f/1i:, f'.111"' a J.i."-'\.-.. .;.:...;,i,: . .; \..~\I,,..~~ ~\ W4,-.;_ ~•~!..J.-_:..J t.1.;.. 1
._ • ,t·.L :;;,,_-ii,,,_,:~--~ ~~ 

·. ,~ 'r•' r" "' !'·~ o"- '· L"' T :" c··:JJ-, ... :..· • ·\ ·t " ... r J'"'"' s Ci...._ f'l4 .. ~o·~"" i Ht: ~ .... r:· ~ ,-.1 t h.:1• h ::i - ..... c~ .,,. --·:l .: ...... •.i~-l.. .. l. ... • .... ,...,; ~~·. V '.U.%•..r:~J .,,..J l"LU ... \i?-f;~ ' "'•·, ;.i,♦ ;,.1.,_) 4~ ~ -'"'"\...◄ -.~w-_;.""'~ ... ~ .... J "~ ~-_.._ ..... _:..:..,.._. 

;or · 1 L1 St. :,cnltp., 'Hissr;:J:ri fron ct tt"'f:''ino~ nrw~ed -~.,'ille.r-d J. t~tl!ridc tha i:1cu~.!..-- · 
-r~,..~'"~•'\.-\ "'"' ,.,..,,.., ~if'n 1'""~,i "·n 11•~,z:,..,,i,.,··- ..... 1"" NI.~~-.~ O~f7',..-'.'1 •-~r,J,\.J-l~'--' __ ...., ~~--'"-.· ... ._.,...._. ":; ... -~-....;~ ... J.i ...__,,t...:...• •1l, lr!u t,1v..-1t.,/ ~.., .. ,., _ _.,. 

"7··.~ ~11..,,... ,..,_,,.._r, ◄7 ,,.-11(y•-•r.- qt.t r.~·(Ft ,.,. P1 to ~ .... •l '·'•·· ., .1,-. ·.••'~•.".•"t.~ •'.ft,· ·•\er•• ., .. -4 ,..-.., :!'I•~ 
.l,J.\.J 1 1r.tJ .a:t - .. -;_ v•·,.1.-........ , \,.\. ....... ·-~-• .• '-'•- (i\.l.,t ·-1..l,.,.\ .1; ~t, ~ .. - \s.l.. .i .. 1 l •• J1, ·-- - ..._, .......... ~,.v 

w-=ell t,ha no:1ey onh!r Rife ut,t..i:~::1rtf:?d to ut:: er L1 J.lto.1, I1lin:~ic ~ .. :rve :- 2t?:1 rc­
oov~~d. ,1.s not.r-d ;;rnv:tou.sly t,hirty-fo..11~ ot th~ nc1~,~~r crdars 1r:~.:--~ r-:c~,vc.r\?3. 
::....'1 the atrtor11obile •. C,n April lt•, 1955 uhcn rcint:Jrvl<nrc-d by ; o~ tal L-:sr.,~ct.::'o 
J11'e t!nd ~ay ~a...-e :iart:!.cu1.!'.l.rs rcl0tirt:; · to th() cn€\h!..ns of th~nty-s~"te:i c:tJ~­
t:.on.~1.1 nt,::,lon ne>n?;, ordc,rn lor.-ntnd by- the Regional tcconntine )ffico. TI:3 
,;r.:4 tie,.1lr,re c.re. ,~:.; sot ont in tho !ollofflne; ta~lo i 

t..~.rea 
..l -i ,~ .,_ r 
\-; J." . ..:.., , >-.I .. - ... --4-·--

::JS 
SLJ 
c::L ... 
., .• t f 
~)i r.· ,,· ... ,,,,,. 
c::::- ;"'\ ,, _,..., 

Ce.shed 
t·, ., __ . .,..._. ____ __ 

H.ifa 
ilay 

'".:~ ........ 
-.OJ 
··..-1 ··e 
. ·. -- . 

!ii.ta 

;jt. Louis, Mo. 
do 

i!ot ~~·~-,rj nr·5 u ..... ~ , "-rt ~- ~. 
.,_ do 

.:;t. r· etoroburu., ""la ~ . 

(!lle.3iblo) 
Dot1ns r en• s :-:~o, 

• 

- 2 -

rate of 
e.a.rllest 
~ i ~ ... ~ ..... · ~ 1" 1 ~ \...1 _.,.., ~. .._ - - ~ 

. ,.~= "I ' • 
J,."' ... - ,(,_._, .... 

~ 

M~:-. 
.... , 
C::i.. 

r~r. ·:1 S, 

aar. 15 

;._ -~~~ rl. 
......,_....., .. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



552 Ri!o 
557 Ray 
sss P..:U'o 
559 Riie 
,560 ai!0 
$61 R..,y 
$62 rli!o 
577 Riio 
578 ft~, lo'r·_;; 

582 Rifo 
583 &"1y 
ses Rifo 
i .~ 

• 
ile~ph.1.D1 'ieun. 
~lO\:l Oz"lc.lno, ;.a. 

do 
eo 

Hot SprL,cs, Ark. 
do 
do 
do 
do 

D:iyto!ln Bench., F'lo.. 
do 

st. f ot~;:1cbura, li'1.~. 

• 
Todd I o ~porictroa.r 5:.or.~ :-icr. 
Ncno ~;,;n.re:-it;1 En.r. 
Dinos(?} J. c. ~c3 Hnr, 
Lcc1::t:ocd' a Hc.l' o Stora Il.."lr. 
l 1!c.i.fcro o! llr:.:cr~~ I:cr. 
D1lcn Huc:lo Co. Ecr. 
S~u1rt)6, Inc. 
c. h. 6lo.ushtcr 
( !vun \. • 'i<hi0c lo 

4 .. 

H~. 
;'it'lr. 

ll 

Zl 
lS 
..... , ,_ 
21 
2.3 
21 
21 
16 
15 
lo 

M:u-. 16 
t~r. fa-., 

do 
Tnilcfr~~onc5·, -Fl"a. 
~•. ·1•;•0❖ 1"'\T4'(~-: .. .,,r"l'.,... r;t, "• 11,l" ... ..,,. ......... '"- i,.J... ,II-"-" 

Daytona nc::icu, llL4. 
Hot s~~ingo, Ark. 

t1;0 o! th3 stolc:1· money c:;:tlcr3 ho.vo net yo-~ 
cou.ntc-d !er t1s nr.\y h~s cd:Jittd cnchinz cnn 
City, Ko.nDno m1::l fd.t\l c.1.-u.ts ea~rl..nJ ono o!' 

II. ?RICR F2.CC?1.)i 

Ino. 
Clcthin5 

'"' ,.~r. 
r~ar. 
1-'~nr. 
,-:,n.r • 
ur~r. 

.,. .,, . -. 
' ! •"• ( t .... , " .... .... 
{' ,.,. ~ 
,r, ·;,/) 
... c, .. ,,d 

tl;t 
t:-.) 
f:~•"'."A 
'( ,:.;, ............ 
i ; j 
,:">. ~ '"\ 
~.,;, J 

. ..,._ ::""", ... 
; ;_;..~j 

Dof'ondnnt' e F • .B. I• Ylnzcrpz-.lnt Return No, 306 b.t) A ro--.r~s tb3 !oll~~:\r::; c.:.\.. 
rests r4il1 tliopooition31 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



t-18-SO 

7-23-51 

Dof'cndant 
a I l , ... , ... 

• • 

• • 

• 
1.n.g in tho rear of n cni'e \:l:o:l ho \:oo c~1.i~1 by t..~o c:!-~ 

, ..• ,.. '\:t"\ ~:!'1'1"\ 4'-.i,"'l,!'t t""o ~-c•""' ... ''"' P"!.,,..~ii ,,n,., , !"\ .... ,.,.. r..\-,,.,--., .......... , .. ~:, m.cn.o.go.. .n~ ,,. , .... .,\ .l.a!v,.,,. -..... . ~ ,.., .... :., «.iAW -,;;.•,.~ ~ ...... ~ .. ~~.l~• V•••·-·-·-J• 

flo e:i.ya thrxt cftcr b~1n~ pt1c::d en p:;t~b~tio:1 h·:> t:-c:1t. t'.) 

Chico.go, Illi~oio to r~:J:ldo cn:J t:~:it h:1 r~port~:l ~o a p;""~ 
baticn otJ:icrxr in Loa J,,nsoli::.o, Co.lil'o~J.a by c:111. 

Shorit.t• a ortJ.cJJ C::1.:i.r r;.C:,ido., Ici:n.. 
iticn not oh~:rz1, bui dci\::id:.:lt stot-:1s 
inot!'UCtcd to lccvo t·:mn. 

1:.,r,~'libnl, H1scc~::i t;ol:lco £er 1nn-t:.::lt o.t-tcn.::3. 3.rlc.3c::::l t:l 
tcdoral au-t:110~1t1oo !ollotJln3 dr.y. 

... h -
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• • 
Fnthsr Geor::o i<,,,.~:, tG~e1oi:tc-dly dic.1 of o. 

hc.1rt co;:;11 tica in. 19L 7 ~t n 1 :'l c::: :~·:.;~ .. 
L9. ~o was lln e~plcyoo of the Ch1c~t,<tJ, llurlin:ton,01~ ·~uir107 Hoil~d c:.:1 r~-
portcdly hcd no arrest record. 

in <.;uui~J I lllinois, 

Luoillo (n::13 Hru~~r} r~y dicJ er a 
liver co~jiticn in 19L9 ~ta:~ ;l. 

IV. dvii£ ArlD fl i!GIIDORHOJD : 

,. 

\<wbr:n not ir1ca1"'Ccrotcl do!c!l1:;nt h~s liv,~ prtncipn.1\y L, Alton crd ~~~J, !l!:- · 
n-oio. Sin~o hin rcle~cc £rc:i tha Illil:clo St~to fc:1itontia,:cy i.'l tI:1r;h l; ~4 t.:t 
has bc:::i rath~r trc..:."1.Sic:1t. J.Ltn lr.1nt kno::1 rco!d~n:a tc;: C..-:J pcrlcd o! t~-::J t;:."J 
at th!) Vir;lrdn Eotol in Quincy, I!J.in~:1.o. 

EDUCATIO!l t 

De!cn~.ient otr:.tea thn-t, ho comvlotcd tha lo·~ t:•,~!\ouc)-1 tho 6th g1.,~:lo3 i:.t st. i:.::-;! .o 
Sc...'1ool in Alion, lllino-ioo :l:l Gt!:3.t::o t.1~1.t, in 1952 t:hil:'.l r-0:d.din3 in C:U:.::;~, 
Illln~ia h'J ntt~r::l~"il tll'J Aoc.d.cG;J of l .. dults tJrl C~UL"1:1 th~ c::;il"V~!c .. t c2 e 
two-year hit:11 co.hool c1uc:l t.ioi1. 

VI. f:EUO!Clh 
. 

Do£on1mt e:u.tloo nr;y cf.tiliot1cn. Bio noth3.l.,, woo C~tl.,_·:,llc, c.c:l hta !t. ~v:=- ~;::1 
fTotoo-t~nt, t.I11ilo in n1ll t:.:::y e~:::~v'ico l::> i.'l!rc::r:1:;ntly c:~tcdcd C.nt;--~lio :;:;;-~;,: ~ :; • 

vn. J.11D J.CTIV.t1'IRS a 

VIII. 
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• • 
I.Xi i.01!-'LOL·lliUT tll'D HILIT.tulY llISTCHYt 

Dsfcndcnt otat.oo that nt Alton, Il11no1a on Fcbruni··y l.9, l?h5 h~ ~al1.a~c-i i.n 
th3 v. s. J.rcr1. 11::, rc1!:rivcrl ll..\O bn.~o tr.:d.n.i..112 nt G.:.:.:.1) C::;.:::;Jl)r., }!.is:o~;~:--i. t) 
ti~ then tra.10.icl"rcd tn C~:7!p i<..i~::.~r., nou J cr:~y to c.1:~'l. t trc~:1r·.:iort.1 t.i_?:1 t:> t:"~'J 
I:"~""""""'" l'!'.l~"'""h"",... o~·'JI ,...,..,..,,.,,-.t1o"l·'"1 tYh ri ➔·~·t.,,.·'"' t-~-. ..,t l,n l•""r'""' ..t..?-,~ c, .... ...,,•~"''l("''"'l~··cll l~--i 1 '··-3 ww..i..r~•v~• .u· .... uv •. ,. .... Y,;;,h"'"'""'~ •<- ;,.,,t ,: • ...,, 1t1·w;;l. a..,>J .... "" ,.,.,.i • ,._ . ..,.., \.4,..., ..,...,. .. l,\'-';.J.., ..... _.1,·•·'-" -, ....... ,. · 

0 ~ ·h~ rlnifp,'I i~-hi'\+,~"'t f'r,-i,. ~·i,~"l'"'"~'.'""1-1 ~, ft .t. u.i~1 ot ., (} \,l\. r.~ .. ~ --~,,..~~!"" h'!'Yt V:;'"'I .a;; r-~1..t- n\.~_ ..... •~ 'i'."'\ ..L We V ~ ., .. ,~ .-,..--4r,,t...,,,~ ._.u.c, .y ...... , .• ~ ... '-,, •. ,,.. .. ¥ ..J.·J ...,. ~,{,,,.,._, \iJ,.,•""'•W~.J-..-4..':J, ... .., ~ ... l~ .... tJ ___ ,~•.«f•"" .. .'.\ ,_.,. 

tho 382ri!l ttilita.7 folico B:dr~:;.110;1~ to c.dni t:, tu::.t i:~ w~o or:.ca At'01 f,:;-;, a 
period 0£ t:;o dc7a t:hich ?'t1C'i1lti:d in a e:-t::,c:--.. :1::1 t:!n:tccc~ to co:i.1ir.:.;.:::::.t i:..:: 
oeriod o! Di:;ty cny'1• Ha rctu:~1c:l t\) thJ tinitc-:1 St~to:: ir:;:J C::·::.::.::-7 i.:1 t::::::-. 
ber or l9h8 t:.r:d tr.J.:;, he :t:J:t,os, on Docc:~~1c:r 23, · l9h8 ci7c:1 n c:J:1cral cis~l:1::; J 

undor honor~blo conjitions. 

Defet~r>.nt vtn.toa tb:.t hio l!l:it C:.lplo;;rnc.n~ u:io 
·idont.i.fy but tiho rc~itlcri in c;u!n.oy, Illi:::,ioo 
painter !01.. n poricd of t:J .. :ao in tho c..1c:::-~r et 

'"i~~h '"'.>n .-.,11"11,(J r,·'-~- ... , 
.._ ~ ~ ~ .. -.,J • ._.. h'°•1ir;i,·•.._. 1-,._~~ ~: -~, "''""•"i< f:" i.;,_ ..... ,., • ..,.._ . ..,., .... , .. • ,z1 

1::> t:~~':r½J !or thi9 
l9!iL. 

t:..-::lo ns u ... 

He statoo t..h~t fi,.c:i July of 19$0 to Ju.i.i.O 19Sl. h:) ~ZS Cs'1plo✓·cd b .. .- t~'3 A.r::;:7 
Corporntion, Chi.c.r.t;o, Il":inoio. H:, i10.o dic:h:!.Z\:.cd £r~:n t~:1.~ c:1r,lr1y:1:ct f~-: c'::,~ 
eonteoic::i ct1uo~i by hio ar.;.~cnt in ,\l ton; Illinoia f O'S." VD 21".:.ncy t:!:::·11 vied~ tir::; in 
that city. 

:·rc:a July l9lt9 to. S:::zltz:abo:r l9h9 doto~rlU:.~t vta tco ho uaa c::.; loycl f'E o n lrJ:c=~==-­
at a ul\;;;c o! Sl.10 per hon.:- by tho Dsydc1 lltibbcr Co:.nparv, Ch.i.cc-10, Ill:!.~oi3. 
Ha quit th!a Jou to move to Ca1:tt'o:.mo. 

Ho rurporta t-:bnt £1"C:l 1-!n.y l9lh to D~cc;1 tr.;;r of l.94$ ho t!:lO c:n;,lcyci ~t a u:"'::J 
of 65-~ p.cr hour by tho Intcrnatioi1:u. 5hc3 Cc::pcny 1 B:1rtf,~nl, Illl~,io. t:2 - i!";­
dica te s ho t:~!l bid ct! by tt-J.s cr.1ple;rc~" in n ccncro.l 1-:cduotion or fc:rccs c:d 
that he then cntorci tho crLlv• 

X. RESOURCES MID LL\BILITifS a 

None. 

Thie dofcudc~nt, ·whl.ta mnlo., s~s 271 no ec;c::l~nt!J, h.£!o ente1~.c-:..1 a pls:i cf r;-..!i..1":::­
to e.n ;t;nfor~tion :t.Y1 c~G cou..'1t i.1:!icll cl;a.racJ t~..:it ho at tcnsas Ci-cy, f-1.~z:-.:::-l ~· 

-6-
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,r. • 

I 
' 

D~i'ond~tr 1.:hcus r.:.b~olutcly no l 1t:t~:i~i.1~ t.t thlo t,:l,.;"t.~. 
n c'Hi~•J"tt~_,i.'"1. t,i ... · .:'11 ..,e-1_":'".·d·.~·:ai ~,.._ {',:""~ t►••'.'11. i•.,-,r-· ·r•,..,;, ,..,r.,.•"f';r,.•",'!'I""' T~ 
"' ~~.., ..... Q "'- - ,.;, ........... :-.;,..:.> . .,,,..,.j ,;·.., ... 4v ... ~-~ ..... , ... ," -~ 

co~1fimca cr.~in~l iir~ a mmmo~) to t~c:L.cty 1rhc:i 

. ;-,.-. 

, tfil:. i lo 
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l • 

FBI 

Date: 4/23 /68 

Transmit the following in ----------,..--------------------1 
(Type in plain te"' or code) 

Via __ A_m_TE_L ___ _ AIR MAIL 
(Priority or Method of Moiling) 

------------------------------------------------L-------
TO: SAC, MEMPHIS 

,J/' 

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P 9.1 
t},. :I 

MURKII _, '},,. ?J ,,. 
/? 

Enclosed for each Office is one copy_.l()f a pre-
sentence report prepared regarding JA~ BARL'1lAY for the 
U. S. District Court, Western District·-of-·Miss·ouri, Kansas 
City, Missouri, dated April 26, 1955. This report contains 
background information regarding JAMBS EARL RAY, including 
bis travel through numerous states in connection with the 
theft ana passing of stoled money orders in llarcb, 1955. 
RIFE located and interviewed Quincy, Illinois. 
LBADS. . . , 

All Offices are requested to review the enclosure 
thoroughly for the purpose of covering all pertinent leads 
suggested in the enclosure. This coverage should include, 
if not alre~dy done, a check of all places where the 
subject is listed as having been incarcerated, all places 
at which be is believed to have visited in the passing of 
stolen money orders, and any other investigation, including 
contact of law enforcement agencies, credit bureaus, 
public sources, informants and any other logical investi­
gation suggested by the enclosed material which might 
assit in developing information helpful in locating JAMBS 
EARL RAY at .thiS time. 

07 
/->-)-3~3/-~ ARMED AND DANGUOUS. 

3 - Memphis · (Bnc. 1) 
2 - Chicago (Enc. 1) 
2 - Jacksonville (B~c. 1) 
2 - Little Rock (Bnc; l) 
2 - Los Angeles (Enc. 1) 
JLK:ak 
(25) 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2 - Miami (Enc. 1) . 
2 - New Orleans (Bnc •. l) 
2 - Omaha (Enc. 1) ' 
2 - St. Louis (Enc. 1) 
2 - Springfield (~~!,• 1) 
~ Tampa (Enc. lW ... . .. · 

2 - Kansas City JaP 8 0 

Sent ______ M 
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... • OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • 
t.MY188ZEDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.e 

... UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO t;·;n_,,-. / f 7 ~ ~ 1 ?:JI 

FROM '7 ~ /£✓llt~l 8 ~A~ 
SUBJECT: # t, /( K/ # 

lr1 

• 

/(c tkY ~ /t~ ~¥ f ~ r,/4,· ~--
p~ ~ $~/47 /&,~_hd~r-/ 

tt/4,t( ~~Ld ()~ A7/ ~ ~~ -4. 
&~ ~- y~ //~ ~ -~ /[/✓✓-: 

~~~~ k~ ~~+~ 
~~~ ~, /Z~~~ ~~ ~ 

L,i/~~- _· 

f ? u e.K e .r:2 ~-//41,.<./ J ¥ 
a~~h ~~~ 
~+ ~ /£~ 

/6 PST hJ; 

✓",f'JL ~ 

~t:S c~ 
I 
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J/1p~IP . /1-~f/N /.l'lte. 
ri?l4AII( /?,,(!,A/ . 

·~ 4v_Jmf 
/JP~o/, L/.1'1/}­

,J;e ./frH/~ 

• 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 11112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101•!1.I 

~ • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, TAMPA ~P) 

SA ERNEST J. KIRSTEIN, JR. 

•• 
DATE: 4/26/68 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
CR 
(00:ME) 

On 4/24/68, Chief Deputy JOHN SHANNON, 
Charlotte County SO,and Identification Officer 
ROBERT PRESCCYI'T were furnished additional identi­
fication orders of subject JAMES EARL RAY, IO# 
4182. Chief Deputy SHANNON advised that on that 
date he had had contact with one ALFRED T. LANG, 
Clerk, Charlotte County Courthouse in Punta Gorda, 
Fla., to the effect that LANG may know the subject. 

On 4/24/68, ALFRED T. LANG, Clerk, Charlotte 
County Courthouse, Punta Gorda, Florida, advised that 
he, LANG, was a clerk at the Duval County Court of 
Court Office, Jacksonville, Florida, from 1958 to June 
of 1966, at which time he left Jacksonville and 
arrived in Punta Gorda, Fla. He advised that while in 
Jacksonville he became familiar with the RAY brothers 
who consisted of JAMES RAY, ROBERT RAY, (FNU) RAY, 
a fourth brother who was drowned 4 or 5 years ago, and 
a fifth brother - (FNU) RAY. 

LANG was shown the identification order of 
the subject (JAMES EARL RAY) and he advised that it 
(the identification order) looks quite a bit like the 
JAMES RAY whom he knew in the Jacksonville area, but 
this photograph depicts a person who has gained much 
weight. 

MR. LANG described the JAMES RAY who he knew 
as follows: 

(2)_ Tamp. a 
EJK:fw · 
(2) ;» 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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• 
TP 157 -3231 

Race 
Sex 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

White 
Male 

• 

35 to 40 
5 feet 10 
125 
Dark 

He stated that he is not certain that the 
identification order is the same as the JAMES RAY 
whon he knew . 

LANG explained that while he was employed at 
the Clerk's Office at Duval County, the RAY brothers, 
each of whom were married and each of whom had families, 
obtained control of one of the volunteer fire departments, 
in particular the Oakwood Community Volunteer Fire 
Department. During the course of examination of the 
records of the department, it was determined that the 
inventories were false and subsequently the Oakwood 
Community Volunteer Fire Department was disbanded and 
moved to another location in order to get the RAY 
brothers out of it. 

MR. LANG advised that the signature on the 
identification order also looks somewhat like the 
signature of the JAMES RAY whom he knew. He further 
stated that the family came from the St. Louis, Missouri, 
area. He has not seen or heard from any of the RAYs 
since he departed Duval County in June of 1966, and he 
has no information whatsoever which might be of 
assistance in locating the family other than the infor­
mation as set forth above. He advised that his only 
contact with them was because he was a member of the 
Clerk's Office of the Duval County Courthouse. 

On 4/24/68, Sergeant W. SOURS, Punta Gorda PD, 
was contacted regarding this matter and was furnished 

2 
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• 
TP 157-3231 

additional identification orders. He was unable to 
furnish any information of value. 

LEAD 

TAMPA 

AT TAMPA, FLA. 

It is requested that the Agent to whom this 
case is assigned review all background information 
pertaining to RAY to ascertain if he might be identical 
to the JAMES RAY about whom ALFRED T. LANG furnished 
information and, if so, submit leads to the Jacksonville 
Off ice. 

3 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. .FI,-350 (Rev. 7-16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

,);" t : . ': ·-'· 1~ __ ,, :CrrdN . .;.._ Wh_o\_t~ --~ ·_H_f. 'the . as-.;_-._ .. , k_ ing :~_: .. : )b_ '.~~-. ;_,:~· ok♦~W~b+cle_' ;'~~ t~ought, 
.. ...;t·nr . Martin Lft~:_~King ·Jr; ·l;:;. Gut th♦\:triu. .. l: .. lei.~ )lb.vi~y, the a► 
, ·. . . · · me '~~allengin~ qii~siion bOingi i!:d!:~1%'~~~ ~!t!~t~~~g, 
·. discussed be?1:pd t?e scenes as the law manifested · anfi increase bitte_rness b -
-~orcement agencies of the Federal, tween the races. The Communists wou 

' . ~te· and lQcal governments are co1:1~in- loo~ u~n t~is ~as the _fulfillment of one of 
.. ' g their efforts to capture the f~gitive. their obJecbve.:>.' . . 
· ·· · Suspicion points in the direction of The Red ~hme~e especially wo~ld like 

.. · , . to see America m such great disorder 
.Castro's Cuba, where the Red Chmese that the government here would turn its 
brand of communism is popular. It relies attention from military operations in 
heavily on terrorism, political' bombings Vjetnam and be compelled to concentrate 

'·Aind guerrilla tactics. A small clique of on the home front. . . . 
· . . . ·· : . : . _ Cuba as a base of operations 1s rather 
<,:r~mi~als . has been · engagmg . 1~. c?~ handy for the Communists. Their agents 

ac1es to carry on. these activities m can. come and go almest at .will through­
r countries in this hemisphere. With.. 1 out the .hemisphere. Several tim~ ~ in re­

m e past three years there have been cent wee~s. planes have been hiJacke~ 
att_ empt.ed assassinations in Brazil and oyer Florida and flown _to Havana. Defl 
B 1. • t 1 • . •n mte proof has been obtamed that some o 

o 1v1a and ac ua assassinations 1 the troublemakers detected in differen 
Venezuela and Guatemala. In each case, Latin ~ American countries had com 
a high official or former official active in from Cuba and had been trained i 
public affairs was the target. provoking _disorders. 'It is natural, there-

THE FBI on Monday night sent out an to assume that the killer of Dr. King ei-i 
. fore, for law enforcement agencies here 

o er to police in Florida to be on the ther. has escaped to Cuba or is hiding in 
1 kout for andj pick up Eric Starvo Galt, Florida in th~ hope of being smuggled to 
t prime suspect in the killing of Dr. · Havana. 
King. 

'An e~haustive check of fingerprints 
shows that Galt is the same person as 
Ja·mes Earl Ray, who escaped from the 
Missouri state penitentiary in April, 1967. 
An examination of Ray's crime record -
covering . a numbe~ of years and impris­
onment several times - gives the im­
pression that he is no.t an overly in­
telligent individual. His fellow prisoners 
say he was fanatically eager to accumu­
late money by any means possible. He 

;

s the' type of man w.ho might readily 
. ve been enticec;l by the pi-d'spect of 
i ing paid a larg~ sum if he disposed of 

. King. 
It seems unlikely that any of the ra­

cial groups inside the United States 
would have taken the risk of hiring some­
o n e t o kill the Negro minister, 
particularly when there are so many 
othSnr 1 ders to carry on with even more 
inten · :the campaign he started. The 
. se . h for a motive, therefore, turns to-

l
rd the international side. 

WHAT ADVANTAGE would it be to 
t Communists, for example,. to trigger 

gro nm I it by the killing of D'f..z 

A LARGE AMOUNT of . reward 
money, totaling more than $100,000, has 
b~en offered for the capture of the assas- ' 
sin. Many people do not realize that a 
portion of the fund would go to anyone 
who furnished a clue which could lead to 
the capture of either Eric Starvo Galt or 
his fellow conspirators. A small bit of in­
formation might prove very significant 
and result directly or indire~tly in the 
arrest of the murderer. The wide 
publicity given the pictures of the sus­
pected assassin is part of the effort to 
remind people who may have had some 
contact with the killer that the knowledge ] 
they possess could be of value in piecing 
together the story . of what happened , 
prior to the assassination. 

A belief prevails here that Galt or 
,Ray - whatever the name he uses -
was not himself capable of planning the 
crime and that he .must have had 'the 
guidance, if 'not the assistance, of, other 
persons in a conspiracy. The general 
feeling now among those officials study• 
ing the case is that the killer was hired 
and was promised a large sum of money 
tr n~rpetrate the crime. t..- 11 

Killer?{ 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Title: 
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or 
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Submitting Office: TAMB\ 
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F0~350 (~ev. 7.;16-63) 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

--Niaybe Rciy~Wasn't lorier; 
. - . . ~ 

By MAX LERNER 

Consider the man called ,J:ames Earl 
Ray, who also seems to have used ·a num• . 
b1er of other names, among them Eric 
:;tarvo Galt; and is now 
(he target of a va~t ~ ;y::; , 
iJ:nanhunt. When Martm 1; ~ ' 'J r~\ 
Luther King was killed, / \ 
the f i r s t widespread t . } 
impulse - which I,:ji, ~~-· 2,· f: 
shared with others - J I -s,~~·' ~ •. 
was to assume that the . ·~ l /) r 
bullet had been ~o~- f\ i ~ \ (~-; 

erned ~Y the assass1~·s ~· \__.. l.··_, 5 ·pas s 1 on of racist _ f __ ; · 
hatred. · · · /.:!i'i-- · 

· I w r o t e that the ~ 
man, like the act, had 
been "sick, sick," but LERNER 
~, Ray is in _fact the man \vho pulled the 
t:f' igger .- and obviously that must remain 
: n "if" until all the evidence is in-the 
1~eory of a single hate-governed assassin 
inay not hold up. 

Another theory, which cannot be ignored 
and is gaining some credence, is that it was 
a "contract job," much like any gangland 
murder, with some. petty criminal punk 
serving as the gunman, but also with 

, precise planning for the murder and geta­
. way. 

This does not rule out racist hatred on the 
part of the gunman himself, who may have 
lent himself more readily to the killing be-

. c~use it jibed with his own twisted brood­
irqs about how to set the world right, but it 
ptits the focus not only on the killer but on 
w.,l1atever ~he¼-m~sJ:1 used hlm. 

'r 
FROM THIS ANGLE of vision many of' 

the details now emerging about Ray - his .. 
criminal convictions, his jail terms and es­
cape, his travels, his bank account, his 
purchases and. expenditures - seem to fall 
into a meaningful pattern. The trail will 
probably cool and warm again a number of 
times before the FBI catches up with him -

· if it ever does. For Attl Gen. Ramsey 
Clark's early description of the killer as "a 
lone man on the run" may no longer be 
true. 1 

. It seems probable now that he was not a 
lone man, -and he may no longer be on the 
run. If, in fact, there \Vere others who used 
him for their purposes, his capture now , 
would be intolerable to them, and the in~ 
dicated course for them would be to kill him 
before he can be caught. If they are not able 
to - and that, too, is possible - his capture 
should uncover quite a story. 

Inevitably, of course, one thinks of anoth• 
er killer .in another assassination- - that of 
John Kennedy - which has not been cleared 
up in the minds of many people and may, 
never be wholly resolved. There is even the 
weird coincidence in the evidence that Galt◄ 
Ray made one or several trips to New or .. 
leans, which awakens memories of Lee Har .. 
vey Oswald's stay in that city, and of the 
erratic efforts of Jim Garrison to prove a 
New Orleans conspiracy using Oswald as a 
"patsy" and to hang .it on the CIA and the 
FBI. 

It all adds up to a climate, of conspiracy 
along with the climate of hate. It is well to 
be on our guard against both. There is hof 
violence and there is cold violence - the/ 
kind. that' springs out of massive anger and 
the kind that comes from cal~ulated plan. ;. 

~"'""-_ --c,-c, . . .. ~ '!'11-o wo./ 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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FBr IAIViPA 

733727PM UHGENf 4-84-68 BJP 

TO ALL ~AC~ - RELAY MESSAGE PLAN 

FROM DirlECfOR 44-38861 2P 

MUH.KIN 

NEDIA IN YOUH 1~RrtITOtl't TO IN.SUH.E THAT "IHErtE IS FHEQUEN! 

REFErtENCE TO RA'i AND HI 5 CONNECTION v_. I lH THIS CA.'.:.11!.• 

~INCE YOU HAVE PREVI OU..:,LY BEEN ADV I Sl:'..D 'fHAT JAMES EAHL 

H.AY IS IDENTICAL wITH EhIC: SfAri.VU GALI AND YOw HAVE BEEN 

rURNISHED IO'S AND v)ANJElJ FLYE;R.'.:: ON rlAt, YOU Ah£ TO BE 

CERTAIN THAI ALL APPHOPRIA1~ ~l-□P~ HAVl:'.. BE~N HENEwED ON 

JAME.:> EARL fil\Y AND UNDER ALL OF 81 ~ KNO\vN ALIASES 1-\~ SEl 
' 

FOHTH ON THE IO'S AND viANfhiJ FLtEhs. THI.'.:> I~ 10 IN5UnE lHAl 

THE BUREAU WILL BE Ii'.•H1iE.DIATELY NOTIFIE;D IF THE ~UBJECf 15 

AnHE.STED OH COMES i'O THE AlI~NllON OF Au!HORITIE;:; Vil1H wHOtvl 

STOP5 PLAC~D• 

OFF I CE.:i COVER I NG lJEPi\HlU.tit Oh AHR.I Vt\L OF OV~H~E.A~ 

SHOULD BE DISPLAYED APPfiOPHIAIELY• 

h 

-1: S-~' p )11' 
i~ }O P~ {T.tJ.:.~.;°.._ 
JJ'~ p~ ~4/>;f1.i) 

q~f~ 
t:;ut, PM. 
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PAGE TWO 

ALL OFFI CE.S SHOUL·D CONDUCT .APPrlOPHIATE INV~S fl GAll ON 

A1 ALL 0 HIPP IE" ROOMING HOU~E.S AND .SIMILAH. E.~l.ABLI .'.:>Hil(iENT~ I'O 

OBTAIN AN'f INFORNA'll ON \1JHAT50EVEri CONGEhNING ri.A''f' • 

APPHOPRIAlE LEGAT~ BEi NG ADVI !:>ED SE.~AH.l\lELY • 

AfilvlED AND DANGEH.O U~ • 

E.ND 

HOB 
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Note: Hand print names ~egibly; h . ritinq. satisfactory for remainder. 

Subject's name and aliases 

Complainant 

BERNICE LTTND 

Race Sex 

w I X I Male 
Age 

16 D Female 

Height 

5' 5" · 
Weight 

145 

Address of subject .. 

Complainant's address and 

7 60:fe~~~ffif~r 
Clairr1.ell 
Tampa 626-1052 

Hair Build 

brown 
IEyes Complexion 

brovm 

Character of case 

79-0 

Complaint received 

--C7 Personal r x I Telephonic 

Date4-2l~-h8 Time 7•45D1,1. 

Birth date and Birthplace 

Ill C: 

~~'-----1-------'---------L.-------~-------4----------------~ o-
QJ ~ Scars, marks or other data ...... 

..0 0 
,:, rn 

C/l Q) 

0 

Facts of complaint 

• 

One week ago the subject disanneared with Hon }~artley, 
(17 yrs old, address 3415 Santiago, Tamna). The subject is the comnlaina 
son but is in the custody of her x-:-:nsband Dr Lund 2.ddress in Briari:,,oo<l 
here in Tanpa. tJe.ither boy has been seen since last Wednesday. Hartleys 
grandfather, Hr. Young who lives at 3L~15 Santiago advised Rernice Lund 
he has reason to believe that the two boys left wmth anc in0.i.vic1ual whom 
he beli~eas to identical withe JaMes Earl Ray, in a 1968 Yellow Camaro, 
lie. state not verified #365-171. This l:nsub claims to have been in 
Birmingham about two wP.eks ago. He was staying in a "Hionie" anartment 
house behind the Santiago a~~resso 

Complainant was advised of ·:inreau nolicy re missing 
person investigations and advised she was going to contact the TPnD~ 

Action Recommended 

NC ROBERT-J. O'RrrIEN 
(Agent} 

• 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.1 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, TAJ-IPA 

SAS. J. LABADIE 

DATE: 4/26/68 

SUBJECT: MHR KIN 

Mrs. BERNICE LU?~D, 7603 Lavender, Clair l,lel City, 'i'ar.1pa, Fla. 
Ka s cont i- ct e d and interviewed at her r es id enc e about 9 : 3 l) PH 
Anril 24, 1968. She stated she had not anticipated the FUI to 
contact her • She was a :vis e d that t n e F ~_;. I desired to exhibit to 11 er 
a photograph of JAHES EAl1L HA¥, aka. to determine if he had any 
connection with her missing son. She relaeed she had not read any 
ofthf· newspa.ners or' late 0nd was not familiar with the KI_'~G murder 
case. SHe was exhibited a ',./.F. of H.AY and sta\:,ed she had never seen 
anvone similiar. ,., 

Ers. LUND a,ivised that she is divorced fro1n her husband, JACK 
Llil~D and JACK tUXD was gi vea the tlvO sons. JACI( LUI-iD has since re= 
married a young, twenty-three year old, airline hostess, and troubles 
have ensued in the LUND farnily. Her sone MICf-L\}J __ l{A3i)0LPH LU:~D, 
16 years of age, 5 1 5, 145 lbs. was last known to her to have been 
emnloyed w?shing cars at Britton Plaza car wash with a boy she has 
now determined to be DON HARTLEY Hho reportedly lives at 3415 Sa:1tiago 
Tau pa with his grandfather, a Hrfl. YC'U:'~G, a bout 55-60 years of 2ge. 
She has since the disa-opcarance of her son, MICdLEE, geen callin.~­
around and trying to iind out something. She said she now understood 
that r,IICHAEL and DON HARTLEY have apparently taken oft" for parts 
unknowL1 as of 'vednesday, April 17, 1968 and hhey haventt been seen since. 
She said 1,IICHAEL h2s done this before and they have had to 11 fly him bac1-c." 

:Mrs. L l.JXD stated she has been told nolv that DO:L-; HAR'IIEY reported 
l1is parents had been killed in an automobile 2ccideut and the driver 
of the car was a negro. She said in tryin~ to find out s01.tething about 
her son she talKed tele '.,ho ~ically with Hr. YOU:~9 , whou she described 
as ttall of them are ignorant people", and the most she coulJ r'ind out 
Wf s thc1 t there had been a ye11o,.,r Cauaro, bearing license jGS-171, State 
Unk: 11O1-vn, parked in an apc:.rtment house dwelling area in the rear of 
irr. YOU?-JG' s - also a Cadillac was wentioned - a:1d these cars had not 
been seen in the aparrtment house area since A1Jr il 17, 1968 and it was 
assumed the two boys could have gone o.tf ,vi th the cars or ~vi th w·1oever 
had them. Sbe said Hr. YOUNG h;'d rcuorted the al--ove to the Po1ice De1,_1t. 

J ... 

1~hen she tried to find out who had been in the apartment area from YC1 u-=.,iG, 
he told her peoDle lived there who resembled different perso.as, aad that 
h had given al;_ inf ormat on to the Police and pos S+.>CJMf\t.r E'1Ulf, .... QlNDElm.~ ..... 

resembled the fello1:v' s nicturc who had been in t ~R!~tl~~Ltrel.~~--

2 G)is7-3231 
1-79-252 

SJL Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savin,,,,_-J,1,1.,,,__ ____ ...,.;.-a.___. 

S-)·-
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Hrs. LUND stated she works at HacDill AFB and came to Iar11pa 
about one year ago from Oregon. She said she fornerly worl<ed in the 
Internal Revenue Seriice OfI'ice in Jacksonvi1Je, Florida. She said 
she had reported her missing son to the Tampa !)o_iice Dept. She 
related bhat she had to go to work early in the morning and she stil _ 
had her hair to do (it was all up wrapped in towel), a1d she was 
advised she would be contacted subsequently relative to the FBI 
assistaate in placing fingerprint and na;ne stops in the Identification 
Bureau. She said she would subsequently have a photograph of her 
son available. 
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.. u T D STATES DEPARTt-AENT OF~iTl(:E 
FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATlll9 4-23-68 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 
307 HJC 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 : 942, G . , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. . 

I 

Army 

CONTRIIUTOR OF 
flNGERPRINTS 

Sheriff's Office 
Los Angeles, 
California 

Police Department 
Los Angeles, 
California 

NAME AND NUMBER 

James Earl Ray 
#B-119908 

James Earl Ray 
#139648 

Sheriff's Office James E. Ray 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa #5937 

Police Department Janes Earl Ray 
Alton, Illinois #7514 

Police Department 
Chicago, Illinois 

Cook County Jail 
Chicago, Illinois 

• 

James Ray 
#D90696 

James Ray 
#131165 

State Penitentiary James E. Ray 
Joliet~ Illinois #32419 

Ray 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

February 
19, 1946 

October 
11, 1949 

October 
11, 1949 

CHARGE 

suspicion of 
burglary· 

suspicion 
459 Penal Code 
(burglary) 

April 18, vagrancy 
·1950 

July 23, 
1951 

May 6, 
1952 

no operator's 
license - no 
Stat•) Lic(~nse -
no City License 

robbery (Gun) 

robbery 

June 13, robbery 
1952 

(July 7, robbery 

.'! ! ..... ·-., ·.-· 1 
' -~ . '• ' . ~ 

DISPOSITION 

8 months Co1 1-;--, .,. •· '-" ~-• , ... ~-1 

J · 1 , . a 1 suspcno :~>=i; 
2 years· 
probation 
served; first 
90 days County 
Jai.1; 146 
December 30, 
1949 Csl29438 

released to 
later 

Grand Jury 
~3000 

June 13, 19S~?. 
sentAnced to 

·penitentiary 
1 to 2 years 

1 to 2 years 

Notations indicated by • ore NOT bosed on fingerprinf·s in FBI flies but ore listed only as investigative leads cs 
being possibly identical with subiect of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
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A.PR 2 ;11968 
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,. 
u D STATES DEPARTMENT Ofal.L.5TH:E 

FEDERAL BURE.~U Of INVESTIGATJl9 4-23-68 
WASHlNGTON, D.C. 20537 

307 HJC 

. The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL ·usE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

eriff's Office 
wardsville, 
linois 

lice Department 
nnibal, 
ssouri 

NAME ANO NUMBER 

' James Earl Ray. 
#2640 

James E. Ray 
#40714 

, 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

August 
30, 1954 

March 23, 
1955 

CHARGE 

-burglary and 
larceny 

investigation 
of breaking and 
entering Post 
Office 

DISPOSITION 

State Highway 
Patrol 

James Earl Ray' 
#B-3376 

March 23, cashing stolen 
1955 postal money 

orders 

released to 
Postal Inspec, 
~ans as City, 
-)Iissour i 

Macon, Missouri 

Un ited States 
Ma rshal 
Ka nsas City, 
Mi ssouri 

Sh eriff's Office 
Ka nsr,:::, City, 
2.!i !3S()~.1 r i 

Un ited States 
Pe nitentiary 
Le avenworth, 
Ka nsas 

. 
r 
j ,. - : ~ ., {, -1, 

' . '- '' ' 

James Earl Ray 
#12018 

Earl Ray 
~1?. ... "'8 L fr ,..,,1 >j: .;,1 i · .,.. 

: -. H)71 

March 28, forgery United 
1955 States Postal 

Money Order 

July 7, 
1955 

Post Office 
L:i,-,,·s 
Forge Money 
Ordc:rs 

of 

J)Iarch 24, 1955 

sentenced to 
tl.5 months 
~ustody of 
i\ttorney Gene· 

~uly 7, 1CJ55 
0 yoars and 
-:-1on t :1s 

tre lens e ~,:arcl-·, 
1959 1:1nxii1.t1:1 
q_pril 5, 195(1 
~ 1•.t..• 1 .... onci1 L1ona 
release on c:- ~ 

of Post Offic­
forgcry Post 
Jf f ice ri!onev ., 
Orders 

Notations indicated by • ore NOT based on fing8rprints in FBI flies but are listed only as invastigative leads a:; 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
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u D STATES DlEPARTfi\ENT OF.,Tl!~E 
FEDERAL BU~EAU Of INVEST!GATl1'9 4-23-68 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20S37 
307 HJC 

3 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G . , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

---------.,.----------,-------,-----------------CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri 

NAME ANO NUMBER 

James Earl Ray 
#81071 

State Penitentiary Janes Earl Ray 
Jefferson City., #00416 
Missouri 

State Hospital 
Number 1 
Fulton., Missouri 

James Earl Ray 
#37045 C-5 

• 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

October 
16, 1959 

CHARGE 

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealing and 
fugitive other 
authorities 

March 17, "TC" 
1960 operating motor 

vehicle ·,.vi thou t 
permission of 
owner 
robbery first 
"b/m DDW" 
(2 charges) 

~eptember·Patient 
8.,, 1966 

DISPOSITION 

20 years (20, 
7, 5, 
concurrent) 

Notations indicated by * ore NOT based on fingerprints in f 31 files but are listed only as investigative leads cs 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTl1\ENT OE l}ST1Ci: 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTJGA 4-23-6·8 307 HJC .. • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME ANO NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION 

WANTED: James Eaxl Ray for escape April 23, 1967 
(operating motor vehicle without permission of 
owner; robbery fjrst degree "b/m of a D _& PW") 
(will extradite) Noti!Y Warden State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, iissouri information received 
May 10, 1967. 

Notctions indicated by * ore NOT based on fingerprints in FRI flies but are listed only as investigative leads as 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



U I ED STATES C]?Af?Tf.ArE~~T 0 
FEDElAL t?u:1:;~o\U Cr INV]STJ 1')j\ 

WASHJNGTON, D.C. 20337 

The followin·g FBI record, NUMBER 
4 os 94 2 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESH?ED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRl3UTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 
---------------------------·----------------

CONTRJSlJTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

WANTED BY BUREAU 

ARRESTED 01 
IECEl'IED 

James 

CHARGE DISPOSITION . 

Ray, also kn .m as, 
James McBride, J mes w·a1y , ~-1.c. Herron, 
James O'Conner, im, for~ lawful flight t avoid 
custody-robbery irst Fu~itive Index-#121426 Bureau 
file tF-38-417 30 Qj fice of igin Kansas Cit:; 
information rece ved July 27,1957. 
CAUTION: AR1IED 1 HD DA::T3EFOUS 

Alias: James ' Wa ton 

WANTED 
Harvey Lo,;,.-,,inyer, 
Fugitive Index# 
Origin Hemphis. 
CAu'TIO~: AR11ED 

• 

Eric s arvo Galt, also nown as 
ohn ;villz.rd, Civil Rights Co:1spiracy 
27540 Bureau File #44-388 1 Office of 
nformatic 1n received April 19, 1968. 
'·ID D 11. ""~,,.... ::- -~.J. OUS ' ~L .. '...:,J.:.,,L· ,I 

• ~-. ., . ~:- - .- • • , - ' : , ~ ✓-- = I 

.· - , " - L .'~1 :. j ~"' ; . l ·. J . ~- . • ,. -• ,..., .,. _. • j ___ _.. ____ ~_. ______ [ -

N 4 ,. s. ,.J: i db • "'10-i b I .... • l • F':"11 ... , b " 1· !. d I • • • I .-~·-•·' o.crnon 1n ... 1co,.) y oro '"•' c:L::a en tli1Sjipnrus m r;..,4 r;,01 u, c;o :;·,,:;, on1y o~ rnvJ5fJCGilV.f) ~~G.5 cf. 
being possibly idontico! with subj0et of this record. · 

John Ed~~r H◊ov~r 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



The following FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
lnformotion shown on this Identification Record ropresonts dote furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRJBUTlNG THOSE FJNGER?RlNTS. 

CONTR/3UTOR OF 
f;NGERPR!NTS 

Sheriff's Office 
Los Angeles, 
California 

olice Department 
os Ang-cle3, 
alifornia 

horiff's Office 

NAME ANO NUMBER 

ay 

James Earl Ray 
#B-119908 

J2.r.1cs Earl Ray 
+'.:139648 

edar Raoids, Io~a #5937 
E. Ray 

ARnSTcD OR 
IU:CEIYEO 

February 
19, 1946 

October 
11, 1949 

October 
11, 1949 

April 18, 
·1950 

7 ,_::-~t"i ..... . ~--

CHARGE 

suspicion of 
burglary· 

suspicion 
•159 Penal Code 
(burglary) 

va:;rancy 

. •' ' • - V. ~ r- ; r.. ~) - \,•. - · .... - ,._,,, ... 

OISPOSfTION 

8 r.1on ths Co1.' ·: -~ · · 
J ': i '1 c• 1 l ".;' p C'\ n r. · ·. • 

' • ... .... ..., ~- .;> I.,; \,; - . • . 

2 Vr:>;)rc-J ... , ""· ~"> 

probation 
served; first 
90 d ")·p,::, Coun.: ·• ........ ,,,} ~ .... ~ ... 

Ja :i. 1; 1·16 
D ..... ~ r .... ~ '\ ,., r ,.., ')" 
~ '"--~ ._. ,_.:.. .__,, ·- '-" ' ' 

19 ,19 Cs 12 9 °13 0 

J._ .L ,.L ,_r'--"' •;•"'---' S,A "'-"" ·•• 

j l' t ~ -~:) 2' ::_; 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



I 

4-23-68 307 HJC 

Alowing FBI record, NUMBER 405 942 G , is furnished FOK OFFiCIAL USE ONLY. 
,motion shown on this ldentifkotion Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHE~E 

,'1AL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COl'I\MUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRlBUTING THOSE FINGER?t<INTS. 

CONTRJBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

Sheriff's Office 
Edwardsville, 
Illinois 

Police Department 
Hannibal, 
Missouri 

St 
Pa 
Ma 

Un 
Ma 
Ka 
Mi 

Sh 
.. <' .... 
I\..:. 

: r , ..• 1. 

ate High'.vay 
trol 
con, "f • • 

~rllSSOUrl. 

itcd States 
rshal 
nsas City, 
ssouri 

eriff's o.r. ~. <:'I J.J.lC,·. 

!1 S ~~ ~~ City, 
!3 S ~:) ~._l :-' J_ 

ited ,.... . t 
\J &ca cs 

ni te:nti,try 
a vcny,·orth 1 
n c- ~ ro 
-~~J ~ ... u 

' ., 

NAME AND NUMSER 

James Earl Ray 
#2640 

James E. Ray 
#40714 

. 
James Earl Ray 
#B-3376 

.. 

J a1:1es Earl Ray 
#12018 

. .-

T- .. , ... ,5 
fJ ...... •,'c/l,., Earl Ray 
;; r; .. :~ :~ .. , 7 
.. _, •• . :, <._) • 

. 
,. 

:C:rtrl Rav t} 3li1QS ., 
_.. 7 ') -~ (H.;, T 1r #-4 ,_..z:: ,;_; ,J.._ ~ 

ARRESTI:D OR 
RECEIVED 

August 
30, 1954 

I 

~larch 23, 
1955 

:,!arch 23, 
1955 

~,!arch 
1955 

28 

7, 

l '-' .-... , 1 

' 

, ..... .,_, ' I 
I 

i 

I 

CHARGE 

-burglary and 
larceny 

invcsti~ation 
of brca1~ing and 
enterinz Post 
Office 

cri.shi :16 stolen 
postal money 
orders 

'·Ion ,....y C· r• ., r .., .. ls J. •..; '. - U ~ J.. 

T. "'j. f,.. .. 

~ .c .. ."I 

I'orze Money 
Oy., r1 r~ ~! ... .-: 1 

J.. - ~.,,.~ .... ~.,> 

- 1 , • ~ - • ": ,, .. " t'"\-:-' 
. . . - ·-- '· _, ... 

0ISPOSITJON 

:released to 
Postal Inspec·' 
(ans ~s City, 
~,Iissour i 
'\larch 2 11, 1953 

r.:;entenccd to 

~July 7, 
h 'I • .--... '"' l"" ,.... ...._ ...., C, 
J .J -· · , •."> Ct l l • 

";t):l t >.s 

~1 yc~-irs and f 
'"IC)" ·'- }~ C 'r ":l ~• t'1 r, t.,;'-lll.i-,_, ~:,~~: .::.,;~.:~ 

\priJ :) 1 lSo-~, 
no.,,.., ', .; J... 1· 0 ~1...., 1 ...., 1 l• .,___ l., ~ ~. 

""C 1 r' ...., c· !") 0 r c· '·· ·· J.. \.., ,..l. .. ) ~ "1 .., .. 

f ...... t O"+'' 0 1- 0 ::; 1 J. 1 ( 

forr;cry Post 
:)f f ice :.:onc·v 

-----------'----------------------~----------__.l. __________ _ 
Nototio;is i~Jicotcd by • ar0 t-lOT bc~8d on fins::::-prints in F2.I fll~s but are li:.tod only cs inv,2:;ti~ctiva bcc.i c:, 
b . 'I I "d ~- I • I b' t L. ...J ' emg poss10 y I Dnt1ca, w1tn su jcct 01 t.ns rocor...,. "' 
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•· 3 07 u·· c ..__J 

J following FBI record, NUl .. \BER 405 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
information shown on this ldentifkotion Record represents data furnished FBI by fing~rprint contributors. WH::2E 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHO\VN OR FU~THER EXPLANATION Of CHARGE IS DESIRED, COf,\MUNiCATE 
\VITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGE~F\11NTS. 

------------r----------~--------.-----------,...--------· 
CONTRl3UTOR OF 

FINGERPRINTS 

Police Department 
Saint Louis, 
Missouri 

State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City, 
Missouri 

te Hospital 
.ber 1 
ton, Missouri 

NAME AND NUMiER 

Janes Earl Ray 
#81071 

Janes Earl Ray 
#00416 

Jar:1es Earl Ray 
#37045 C-5 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

October 
16, 1959 

CHARGE 

suspicion of 
robbery 
stealin~ and 
fugitive other 
authorities 

~I arch 1 7 , 0 TC " 
1960 opcratinz notor 

V Chi C l C -,·/ i th OU t 
pernission of 
o·wner 
robbery first 
"bl I,;:., .. ,,, rn .! :J " 

(2 charges) 

OISPOSITION 

20 years (20, 
7, 5, 
co1:.currcnt) 

J I E I 'I onn ·oocr noov']r 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



307 H.JC 

, following FBI record, NUMBER 40 5 942 G , is furnished FOR OFFICiAL USE ONLY. 
,nformation shown on this ldentificati on Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. \VH E~E 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHO\'/N OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESl~d:D, COf~-\l·t\UN!CATc 
WITH AGENCY CONTRl3UT1NG THOSE FINGERPtZlNTS. 

CONTRJSUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS NAME AND NUMBER 

------------r-----------r-------;-----------1~--------
ARRfSTED OR 

RECEIVED CHARGE DISPOSITION 

WANTED: James Ea1l Rny for escape April 23, 1967 
(operating notor vehicle 9ithout pernissioq of 
owner ; rob b cry f j rs t d cg r c ,3 "b / ~ of a D &; r; :{ ") 
(will extradite) 1-iotify \'ia~ .. den St~te Pcni tcStiary 
Jefferson City, ~. issouri i~1for:::;itj_on rcceivred 
11ay 10, 1967. 

) 
. I 

-------·----'--------------·--------------------- _1 --------N O i C • ; . ' s . ..J '. ~ ~ .· __ I i- • N o- I ..J t' . ~ • - - l ,- I b 1 · d I . • • • l I 

• ' i • o i1 - 1 r. ..... "- •:J j .:: u o y a r 8 · I o o s e -.1 on I rn ,z :: r pr m , ~· ,n r l • i i 1 2 s u t o re : s :· .:; o ru y o s , ,, v e ~ ~ 1 ;;; a TI v c ::: a a s c 3 b . . I I . I i • 1 • h I • , - I • I I· e1ng posrn) y 1e;~nticat w,h subpct ot tnis recorc.. 
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307 EJC 

405 942 G 
.o fot!owinO Fnt record, NUi1\D~R , is furnished rO~{ Orr!CIAL USE ONLY. 

Information shown on this ldJntificotion R~cord r~prcs~ts data furnilnod f31 by fingerprint confributori. V/H:::~ 
FINAL DISPOSl'f!ON IS NOT SHO\VN 01 FU:1TH;:1 E(PLANATlON OF CHA~GE IS DESl:1~0, CO,\V,\IJNlCAT.: 
WITH AGENCY co:-.JTRIJUTING THOSE FlNG::1?~1;-....rrs. 

----------------------------.,---------------------------------
CONT~~~!Ji01 OF 

F!NGE~nlNTS 
A~::cSTiD ru 

R::Ctl'/::0 OISPC$ITION 

WANTED BY DU2EAU: James E ::irl Ray, also knc~•m as, 
James !-!cDr ide, J~r:nGs Vi~ lye:?, ~'l. c. Herron, 
Jam2s O' Conner, jin, for t:'~la~1iful flight tc avoid 
custody-robbery .:first Fu·citive Incex -~~121< 26 Bureau 
file :,~;-:33-41730 O.{·fic,2 of C::is 7n J(2.:1sas Cit: 
1• n .c O y, --, ~ t i On r :', C '."I • .. y -., a· .... u l"", ? .., 1 (' ,,.. 7 , 

L l.•~ .i. ... ~. -• D •. ;~,:, '-;{ : .. ~ • ~ •-~~~~ :/r: -JV • 
CATJ.i.IO..... A .. ,_;,_._ . ..,D .... _.D D.:'\.:.., . .:i_,~-~w::, 

Alias: 

• 

I 
- .. I - - 1 

·r -

__________ l __ ___ ·· . .,._, -~-]-=' __ ,__! _· .. ··. -_· --

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



w 

U U 'VA. ['WJvv 

's t:) "-• b : 0 LLQiQ 

\ .* .. 

\1 ?sA çT Q k Q t\ ( J Ofl ( (1 

JLi\ 

ç. Awt 

tML fn. 

C) \3 

('I 

p 

cx.iLT 'k XXXi \S I\ ;\j j kII\ 'J.k 

(\\ \ 7 ( c\ A c E9 
Qi

It 

ZJ jQk) 

:c\ 

j tQjc? \J t 

ç V,) ,sz, iv..D k 
1) 

\ CL.(\ -L) r i, Qj2, ;j ifc\ 

(I 

.1 

Si) dLoq 3.PUJ 
) 

J t (2Q\ a  

t k L f ç i CJ' C 
rl* 

r i i.-. I I /-
t k, 

H ) 1 I 

10 

i0u A ( I 

JI  

0 

INDEXED  

57 .3cL3\ 
SEARCH 

SERLALIZEDZJU_E0., 
' 

FBI — TAMPA 
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TO DATE: 4/25/68. 

FROM RONALD P. MERRITT 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Mr. WILLARD L. SHINGLETON, 203 No. Delaware, 
Tampa, Fla., telephonically advised writer at 12:25 pm 
this date that he had just attempted to talk with a man 
who resembled that of JAMES EARL RAY. Complainant ad­
vised that this man was having a drink at one of the local 
Tampa bars and ran from complainant. 

SHINGLETON further advised that he did not care 
to discuss,, this matter any further over the phone and 
requested that an agent contact him. 

Writer advised SHINGLETON that his information 
would be furnished to a supervisor for appropriate action. 

SHINGLETONt~appeared to be either drugged or 
intoxicated during conversation with writer. 

RPM:cj 
(2) ( ,/ 

SEARCH ED ................ f NDEXED ......... , ...... . 

SER.IALIZt~ ..... FlLE.D, .••. ~ ....... . 

- - ·1 

Buy u. s. s llf!ings Bonds R,gularly t)1',':J b.~,J{' 
• ;._\·. · .. ;.,.} ,..,:·,:).!•.~ ;~~-:.t;~_:)-,r' 

< _-, 

. ;'~ 
, I 

,. 
' .. 
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FD-3~ (F,_e,v. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 4/27 /68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in _______ P_L_A_I_N ____________ 
1
1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

Via _ __,;;T~E=L=E'-=T-=-Y=-PE=---- URGENT 1 

(Priority) : 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: SAC NEWARK 

FROM: SAC TAMPA (P) 

MURKIN, CR. 00 MEMPHIS. 

RE NEWARK TEL APR. TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT. 

ON APR. TWENTYSEVEN INSTANT, J. RALPH CAMERO, OWNER, 

C & R AUTO SALES, FOUR ~BREE ONE SIX FLORIDA AVE., TAMPA, 

ADVISED DID NOT PURCHASE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH FURY FROM AUTOMOTIVE 

RENTALS, INC., AND EXHIBITED RECORDS FOR CARS PURCHASED FROM 

DEC. ONE LAST AND NO RECORD LOCATED OF INSTANT PLYMOUTH. 

HENRY ERWIN, JR., THREE ZERO NINE BEN AVON DR., TEMPLE 

TERRACE, FLA., ADVISED AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS, INC., PURCHASED 

A SIXTYEIGHT GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED WHICH HE PICKED UP AT 

BILL CURRIE FORD, INC., FLORIDA AVE., TAMPA, FLA. IN DEC. 

SIXTYSEVEN. STATES HE TURNED OVER THE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH 

STATION WAGON TO BILL CURRIE FORD AT TIME HE PICKED UP NEW 

VEHICLE. STATED AT TIME HE OFFERED TO BUY INSTANT STATION 

1 - Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 
- Savannah (AM) 
- Tampa . 

JGf_nh 
(3)C--/ 

(Enc. 1) 

p 

FILED A.-- 0 
Per --~,___ __ _ 

-3llf /~-~- );l..3/ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3~ iF\ev. 5-22-64) 

• 

F B I 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -----------------------ill 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
Via _______ _ I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

(157-3231) 

(PAGE TWO) 
µ_() ,.r) 

WAGON FROM CURRIE FORD FOR ONE THOU~ ooiJ- BUT WAS LATER 

INRlRMED SAME WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE AS INSTANT VEHICLE HAD 
.,_,, 

BEEN SOLD FOR ELEVEN HUNDtlfuL~At~ · 

STEVE KOVACH, SALES MGR, CURRIE FORD, ADVISED SIXTYEIGHT 

GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED, ID NO. EIGHT N FIVE EIGHT ONE ONE 

<NE FOUR THREE FOUR HANDLED UNDER BILL CURRIE FORD, INC. 

SERVICE ORDER NO. TWO SEVEN SEVEN FIVE FOUR, DATED DEC. 

EIGHTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN, FOR RICE AND HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE, 

UNION AVE. AND MOORESTOWN PIKE, PENNSAUKEN, N.J. STATES 

RECORDS REVEAL INSTANT GALAXIE TURNED OVER TO HENRY ERWIN 

AND THAT HE LEFT A SIXTYFIVE PLYMOtTrH FURY, ID NO. P TWO 

FIVE TWO TWO SIX SEVEN SIX ZERO EIGHT, HOWEVER RECORDS 00 

NOT SHOW DISPOSITION OF INSTANT VEHICLE. STATES THIS IS 

NORMAL PROCEDURE IN HANDLING OF FLEET AUTOS FOR OTHER 

DEALERS. STATES HE BELIEVES HE RECALLS INSTANT PLYMOUTH 

/, STATION WAGON AND THAT SAME WAS SOLD TO A DEALER FROM GA. , 

BUT HAS NO RECORD TO VERIFY SAME. STATES THAT RICE AND 

HOLMAN WOULD HAVE TO HAVE RECORD OF INSTANT PLYMOtrrH TO 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3~ (Ftev. 5-22-64) 

> 

F B I 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -------~---:----:---~~--------ii 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via ________ _ I 

(Priority) I 
------------------------------------------------L-------

(157-3231) 

(PAGE THREE) 

COMPLETE SALES TRANSACTION WITH AUTOMOSIVE RENTALS, INC. 

JIM CORBETT, FLEET SALES MGR., BILL CURRIE,FORD, 

TAMPA, UNABLE TO BE LOCATED TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE HAS 

ANY RECOLLECTION OF INSTANT VEHICLE OR Ncr. 

NEWARK DIV AT PENNSAUKEN, N.J. WILL CONTACT RICE AND 

HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE, TO ASCERTAIN FROM WHOM THEY 

RECEIVED REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE SIXTYFIVE 

PLYMOUTH TURNED IN BY ERWIN. 

IF RICE AND HOLMAN UNABLE TO FURNISH FROM WHOM PAYMENT 

RECEIVED, THEN AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS, INC. SHOULD BE RECONTACTED 

FOR SOURCE OF PAYMENT ON INSTANT PLYMOUTH. 

AIRMAIL COPIES BEING FURNISHED SAVANNAH AND MEMPHIS 

AND ALSO COPY OF RE NEWARK TELETYPE BEING FURNISHED MEMPHIS. 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI TAMPA 

835 PM URGENT ~Nl.7/68 ALS 

TO NEWARK <•••85~> 
~ . ., -

FROM TAMPA <157•3231> -<P> 

MURKIN• CR• 001 ME• 

- ' 

RE NEWARK TEL APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANTe 1 

-

ON APRIL TWENTYSEV!N INSTANT• J. RALPH CAMERO• OWNER• 

C & R AUTO SALES• FOUR THREE ONE SIX FLORIDA AVE•• TAMPA• 
. ' -

ADVISED DID NOT PURCHASE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH FURY FROM AUTOMOTIVE 

RENTALS• INC•• AND EXHIBITED RECORDS FOR CARS PURCHASED,FROM 

DEC• ONE LAST AND NO RECORD LOCATED OF INSTANT PLYMOUTH• 

HENRY ERWIN• JR•• THREE ZERO NINE BEN AVON DR•• TEMPLE 

T£RRACE1 FLA•• ADVISED AUTOMITIVE RENTALS• INC•• PURCHASED A 
•· . : 

$IXTYEIGHT GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED WHICH HE PIO<ED UP AT BILL CURRIE 

FORD• INC•• FLORIDA AV£•• TAMPA• FLA• IN DEC• SIXTYSEVEN• STATES 
~ . . . 

HE TURNED OVER THE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH STATION WAGON TO BILL CURRIE 

FORD AT TIME KE PICKED UP NEW VEHICLE• STATED AT TIME HE OFFERED 

TO BUY INSTANT STATION WAGON FROM CURRIE FORD FOR ONE THOUSAND 

DOLLARS BUT WAS LATER INFORMED SAME WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE AS INSTANT 

VEHJQ.t HAD BEEN !OLD FOR ELEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS• 

END PAGE ONE 

SEARCHaJ 
INDEXED --­
s,~ RI A LIZ ED ..... -4..,._ ____ 
F1LED Ldj& _ 
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PAGE TWO 
- .. - - . 

TP I 5713231 

STEVE KOVACH• SALES MGR• CURRIE FORD• ADVISED SIXTYEIGHT 
. ' 

GALAXIE FIVE HUNDRED• ID NO. EIGHT N FIV.E EIGHT ONE ONE ONE 
-

FOUR THREE P-OUR HANDLED UNDER BILL CURRIE FORD, INC• SERVICE 
·- -

ORDER NO• TWO SEVEN SEVEN FIVE FOUR• DATED DEC• EIGHTEEN, SIXTY• 

SEVEN• FOR RICE AND HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE• UNION AVE• AND 

MOORESTOWN PIKE, PENNSAUKEN, N• J• STATES RECORDS REVEAL INSTANT 
. . 

GALAXIE TURNED OVER TO HENRY ERWIN AND THAT HE LEFT A SIXTYFIVE 

PLYMOUTH FURY, ID NO• P TWO FIVE TWO TWO SIX SEVEN SIX ZERO EIGHT, 

HOWEVER RECORDS TO NOT SHOW DISPOSitJON OF INSTANT VEHICLE STATES 

_THIS JS NORMAL PROCEPURE IN HANDLING OF FLEET AUTOS FOR OTHER 

DEALERS• STAT£S HE BELIEVES Ht RECALLS INSTANT PLYMOUTH STATION 

WAGON AND THAT SAME WAS SOLD TO A DEALER FROM GA•• BUT HAS NO 
' ~ . -

RECORD TO VERIFY SAME• STATES THAT RICE AND HOLMAN WOULD HAVE 
- ' 

RECORD OF INSTANT PLYMOUTH TO COMPLETE SALES TRANSACTION WITH 

AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS• INC• 
-

JIM CORBETT• FLEET SALES MGR•• BILL CURRIE FORD• TAMPA• UNABLE 

TO BE LOCATED TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE HAS ANY RECOLLECTION OF 

INSTANT VEHICLE OR NOT• 

END PAGE TWO 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



PAGE THREE 

TP l 57•3231 

NEWARK DIVISION AT PANNSAUKEN., N• J •. WILL CONTACT RICE AND 
--

HOLMAN SALES AND SERVICE• TO ASCERTAIN FROM WHOM THEY RECEIVED RE• 

IMBURSEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH TURNED IN 

BY ERWIN• 

IF RICE AN9 HOLMAN UNABLE TO FURNISH FROM WHOM PAYMENT RECEIVED 

THEN AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS., INC• SHOULD BE RECONTACTED FOR SOURCE 
- -

OF PAYMENT ON INSTANT PLYMOUTH• 

AIRMAIL COPIES BEING FURNISHED SAVANNAH AND MEMPHIS AND 

ALSO COPY OF RE NEWARK TELETYPE BEIN6 FURNISHED MEMPHIS• 

END 

JON 

FBI NEWARK 

I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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' ~· 

:ADDL. 

. ... · ." .. 

-, .. ·· 

·-.-~ .::TOs ,01· ·,·_,~I (44-38111) 
:. :··· -.•.,, .- - .-~- - . : . -.. . . 

~?: _1. :,~ • 

,. ftOlls w,· TAIIPA T-s2a1.· <P> 
. IUUJJr· 
ca· :-· 
(00:111)·· 

.• 

a.Atautel -~o lllmt&u, · 6/19/a.~ 
,. 

. _ car yeb0ffr1 .. ·:a:a Ta11pa_·Di•1a·1oa. •llffk• ·cl1lrins: 
NJfereno•-·--r.lcMt 1'ltli- ne,att••--reaulta. All ftllicalAa .-re­
_oov•red -~- ... r. tuture. will i.e:·j:LT,en aw -00D11tdarat1011 •. · 
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FD-3b (Fl.1::~. 5-22-64) 
~ - . ... e 

F B t 

Date: 4/24/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ----------f-P...,LA11-l:1;-:N~---------i' 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I Via ___ T_E_L_E_T_Y_P_E __ URGENT 

(Priority) I 
________________________________________________ L ______ _ 

BIRMINGHAM AND MEMPHIS 
I 

Mj;9~ 

FROM: SAC, TAMPA 

MURKIN, CR, 00: MEMPHIS. 

- D,Av.rn -~~~. THE THIRD, EIGHT SIX NINE SEVEN DASH 

ONE ONE SEVEN ST., NORTH, LARGO, FLA., ADVISED ON APRIL 

TWENTY FOUR INSTANT, THAT ON APRIL EIGHT LAST, HE HAD 

FLOWN FROM MIAMI, FLA., TO ST. CROIX, VIRGIN ISLANDS ON 

PAN AMERICAN FLIGHT NO. FOUR TWO NINE, DEPARTING MIAMI 

NINE THIRTY A.M. ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL ABOARD THIS FLIGHT 

RESEMBLED THE ARTIST CONCEPTION OF ERIC STARVO GALT, WHICH 

WAS PUBLISHED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER. COPIES OF IO AND WANTED 

FLYER DISPLAYED TO CONGER AND STATES HE DOES NOT BELIEVE 

INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY, HOWEVER, NOT 

CERTAIN. CONGER STATED THIS INDIVIDUAL SEATED IN TOURIST 

CABIN AND IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SEATED IN SEAT SEVEN 

F, IF SEATS ARE NUMBERED FROM REAR OF CABIN OR SEAT 

NINE F IF NUMBERED FROM FRONT OF CABIN. THIS INDIVIDUAL 

Approved: -----,..,.i:.. ____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

SEARCHED __ ....... 
INDEXED_~-+-'-' 

Sent --,,ct---1--++-...LJ#-H- M Per --+,,.~~--

- ~ /)-)- ~l--'3/-,J/~-
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FD-3b (fi.ev. 5-22-64) .. ' . .. 

FBI 

Date: 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ---------------------~,' 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
Via ________ _ I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

PAGE TWO 

READING AN ELECTRONICS MAGAZINE, SIMILAR TO POPULAR MECHANICS. 

CONGER EXPLAINED HE DID NOT OBSERVE THIS INDIVIDUAL CLOSELY 

AND COULD ONLY DESCRIBE HIM AS AW M, FORTY YEARS, DARK 

THIN HAIR, COMBED STRAIGHT BACK, AND DID NOT APPEAR TYPE 

TO BE TRAVELING TO ST. CROIX. CONGER APPEARS TO HAVE 

SOMEWHAT OF A QUOTE DETECTIVE COMPLEX END QUOTE. 

MIAMI AT MIAMI, FLA., WILL OBTAIN PASSENGER MANIFEST 

AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL MENTIONED ABOVE TO 

DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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,er WASH DC 

FBI TAMPA 
~ 

408PM URGENT 4•24-68 BLW 

TO DIRECTOR <4◄-388,t>• BIRMINGHAM• MIAMI AND MEMPHIS 

FROM TAMPA <15?•3231> 

MURKIN• CR• 00 MEMPHIS• 
.,, 

- - . , 

DAVID O• ~THE THIRD• EIGHT SIX NINE SEVEN• 
J't 

~I • • " ~ 

ONE ONE SEVEN 'Sf•• NORTH• LARGO• FLA•,. ADVISED ON APRIL. 
. . . 

TWENTY FOUR INSTANT• THAT ON APRIL EIGHT LAST• H! HAD 
. . . -

FLOWN ,RON MIAMI• FLA•• TO ST• CROIX• VIRGIN I !LANDS ON 
. . ' 

PAN AMERICAN FLIGHT NO• FOUR. TWO NINE• DEPARTING.MIAMI 

NIN£ THIRTY AM• ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL ABOARD THIS FLIGHT 
- . ( 

RESEMBLED TH£ ARTIST CONCEPTION OF ERIC STARVO SALT.- WHICH 

WAS PUBLISHED IN LOCAL NEWSPAPER• COPIES OF 10 AND WANTED 
. . . 

FLYER DISPLAYED TO CONGER AND STATES HE DOES NOT BELIEVE 
. . .. . 

INDIVIDUAL IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY• HOWEVER• NOT 
- - .. - . ' . . ~ - . . 

- CERTAIN• CONGER STATED THIS INDIVIDUAL SEATED IN TOURIST 
. - ' , . . . ~ 

CABIN AND IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN SEATED IN SEAT SEVEN 

F• IF SEATS ARE NUMBERED YROM REAR OF CABIN OR SEAT 

NINE F Jr NUMBERED FROM FRONT OF CABIN• 

END PAGE ONE 

,cA:,d ,P,6J ~ {_/JL) 
f~~ fi . ,. (1-jB) 
f,eJ . {l)1t/) 

/JJJ'b±-~ 

THIS INDIVIDUAL 

SEARCHED __ _ 
INDEXED ~ 
SERIALIZED~~-
FILEO _qz __ · __ _ 
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PAGE TWO 

READING AN ELECTRONICS MAGAZINE~ SIMILAR TO POPlLAR MECHANICS• 
' -

CONGER EXPLAINED HE DID NOT OBSERVE THIS INDIVIDUAL CLOSELY 
- -

AND COULD ONLY DESCRIBED HIM AS A W✓M1 FORTY YEARS• DAR<l 
~ - -· -

THIN HAIR• COMBED STRAIGHT BAO<~ AND DID NOT APPEAR TYPE 
' ' ·-

TO BE TRAVELING TO Sf• CROIX• CONGER APPEARS TO HAVE 

SOMEWHAT OF A ••DETECTIVE COMPLEX•" 
. - . 

MIAMI AT MIAMI• FLA• WILL OBTAIN PASSEN&!R MANIFEST 

-

AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL MENTIONED ABOVE TO 
, ' 

DETERMINE IF 19!NT1CAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY• 
-- ' 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

t WPK 
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.. 
FBI 

Date: 4/25/68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ___________________________ _____.
1
1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L ___ _ AIRMAIL 
I 
I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FR011I: 

Sul3JECT: 

DIREC·rOR, FBI A11D 
ALL CONTIJ:TENTAL OFFICES 

SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) 

MURKIN 
CR 
(oo: r.IEMPH Is) 

Re Atlanta airtel to Director, l~/22/68. 

3 - Bureau 
2 ·· Albany 
2 - Albuquerque 
2 - Anchorage 
? - Baltimore 
2 - Bi~(lmingham 
2 - Boston 
2 - Buffalo 
2 - B~,i.--1-0 

I,.,, \J ..., -

2 - Charlotte 
2 - Chicago 
2 - Cin8inr~a. ti 
2 - Cleveland 
? - Columbj_2_ 
2 .,. DaJ.las 
2 -· Denver 
2 T"C\ 4- .,,,_,-..1.. '­

.;;.J'.,. I.I ~ V L, 

2 - El Paso 
? - i:.r l l .:._ono ___ u __ u 

2 - Jackson 
2 - Trf"'~,..':.!u"'nville c.. a ..., -\. ),.i - ... -- ·-

9 - Kansas Citv - ,.; . 
? - Knox,1ille 
2 - Las Vegas 
2 - Little Rock 
2 - Los Angeles ..... 
2 - Louisville 
2 •-r 1,...,. - l't1emp.u1.s 
I"""'\ 1' !f. • c. - 1;11ami 

2 - Milwaukee 
2 - Minneapolis 
2 - I,·Iobile 
2 - Nev,ark 
2 -- New Haven 
2 - I{e~._i Orleans 
2 
2 - Norfolk 
2 - Oklahoma City 
2 - C;naha 
2 - Philadelph5-a 

2 - Phoenix 
2 - Pittsbu~gh 
2 - Portland 
2 lnl~ nh~,,,,..·nr.,1 - l vL..!..l.tJ.~..i _ 

2 - Sacramento 
2 - St. Louis 
2 - Salt L?.ke Ci t~r 
2 - San Antonio 
2 C1 ..... "l D ,· ,.... '""~ - u c. .!. •• e O .._. 

2 - San Francisco 
2 - San Ju.an 
2 - Savannah 
2.- Seattle 

So.,.,,.~ ncrt...,-i eld 
- .. - .I. -1. c,- ~ 

~2 _ Tamp3. 
Wli10 

2 - htlanta 
c.TJL: r jb 
(119) 

Sent ________ M 
. ( 

Special Agent in. C~1.:1rge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




