AT L4-2386

For infermation those offices not recelving
reairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JAMES

EARL RAY, aka. was last known to be in the Atlanta, Georgila,
area on 4/5/68. 1Intensive investigation by Atlanta to date
has not established mode of transportation RAY may have used
after 4/5/68. Receiving Offices were requested in reairtel
to check cars recovered their divislon that were stolen from
the State of Georgila subsequent to 4/4/68, and where the
transporter of same was not identified or otherwise accounted
for, investigation should be conducted to determine 1f RAY
was jperson who may have stolen and transported same.

O
=
o

nr ec

Investi ati
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_ In view of ths above, all Continental Offices
are requested to review car recoveriesgs within their
respective territories of cars stolen from the State

of Georgiz subsequent to 2/23/08, and where the trans-
porter of same 1s not otherwise eliminatsed or accounted
for, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is

any remcte indication that Subject RAY may have-been pesrson
transporting such & car, exhaustive and intensive investi-
gation should thereafter be conducted.

ARYzD AND DANGEROUS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

————— st e




. amemn iJ;mw-lr&g'

"734§a3f xnuunwnuu.;zlt (44-33031)

X s

W :

(m:l!) | o o |
n Atmta mz to wntc. U’t/‘l. | |
B nlmww ua/:a/u n

m mum mtmd vtth mwn runlt-. |
3o muresw ey e

1 = Atlsata (Au!a :«-au)
L - ; m (w: 44-1987)

‘J‘

*EB}KW&J

~ SEARCHED_
R\ —

BV T 22/~ 39

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




| ’ | k
E ‘. . :
L.

4/28/08

. AImTEL

 10: piaECTOR, ¥B1

ATTN: yei LABomATORY
x uc. ulu *151-.33311

= utod 4/10/38.» .
| mlmd ter thc l'll ubmtory are throo

- nnlu of lauadry marks "20 R-3" on yellow lll'llu
. tape as manufsctured by the Textile Markiag Co-pny, i

Syracuse, New York for Wmo- uth uinﬂ.ar o

S um described ia re airtsl.

Yor information Buresu and Io-phn, aben f

LR .up:lu obtained 4/35/68 from Winter Park laundry
" 161 Yest Pairbanks Avenue, Winter Park, Florida. L
~ Owner signifies week of the year, in this instanmce mk

- of January 7, 1m m nunber "3" 1nd1atu ‘bundle
mr. B

" lureh of roeom dotor-tmd ea-teur
tith thu symboel was Mrs. K, B. -me 247 uunu

o nrin, Vinter Park, rleudt. ~
' S-Buress

Az.n-gm
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not missing any sheets and upon being shown 1.0,
~ for JAMRS nn. IAY ststod thn pcmn umm to
Cher. L | .
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Bo!!tol to P, 4/22/33.

BRI city and tclaphone dircotories, CIGarvutor. rll..'J’f

_?e_lrotlect nsunxu A, HOLT, 3262 San Fedro, Clearwater, tele-

- “phone #726-2348, is operator of Holt Motors, 2107 U, 8, - =
. Highway 19 aouth, c10¢rvat¢r. toltﬂhons #531-2939 and 531-~/";»_,f |

f!' Prataxt tnquiry at Bblt Notors ruflootod thnt
~aanr 13 on vacation and 1; nat proetod ta r.tnrn for

e poasihly one week., : RIS
| Mrs, DENNIS A; HOLT, 3363 Sau Pedro, Clearwater,

[ﬂadvi:ad that her husband departed from Miami on Thursday,

f;f f_‘,r11 ‘18, 1868, accompanied by & minister and possibly
- spother 1nd1v1dunl to serve as an interpreter, en route to

' Brazil and other parts of South America in coanection iithﬁ,ﬂ ;{f{':
" ‘missionary work. Mrs. HOLT observed photographs of Jl.‘l’:ff~' ‘

| BARL RAY, aka, and stated that he does not bear even a

'4-rannte ruscnblanne to her husbnnd.

3 ~'Bnrean

2 - lalphii (44-1987)
1 - Miami (Info)
1 = New !brk (Infa) S
’ - SEARCHED__
~ INDEXED____
- SERIALIZED =
- FILED '

Jre 323m Yy
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7f55§l1§?157;3231;264 |

. . niss,parwr LAHIBB Pinellas Co. SO, cnearwater,~f
-:*uavised that DENNIS ALVIN HOLT was arrested 3/30/67 on

' request of Manatee County, Fia. No charge shown. She

. Pedro, Clearwater., She said BOLT was f

gaid that HOLT, Pinellas ronnty 80 #54008, is described as

‘2 white male, born , Clearwater, Fla., 5'11", 160 1bs., ¢ '

‘brown hair, blue eyes, ruddy complexioni residence 3262 San
ngerprinted at the

~ time and return was received from the Identification Division Y
?a»g'of tha FBI 1ndicating no prior record.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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j;ofztcon astod /19/88.

o lttcnmi urtol nﬂn&t tho u!f-mim
5 thnt pnlu case and bed sheet losnted in
‘ g.,nm:a on 4/11/68 ceatained ‘Thermo~seal hnury
~ Anpes, yellow in celor, containiag the code
" with the first three characters of the u«
R huc 18 potat type tﬂ th mt tw mm
SR Mu u mt tm

T
! s 1 " ag ,
RN -:o!' " as made by four Thermo-seal machimes, -
R -lmtd at the Osk Park Clesners, 3310 East Imduy,
. Yempa, Nlorids on 4/38/68. These machines wmm
. the serial numbere 31880, 31683, 31781, aad
. 39140, and produce a tive muatar lam urh
with the first three charactersieisg s 15 yout tm
and th mtmmtm umu tm |

‘3-Bureaw (Eucls 4) (m
1-Nemphis (Infe) (44-1987)
-nuu-ma (nfo) (“-l’ue)

: . r
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F‘D-%!b (Rlev. 5-22-64)
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-

FBI
Date: 4/27/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN
(Type in plaintext or code)

TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
SAC PITTSBURGH

FROM: SAC TAMPA (157-3231)
MURKIN.
RE BUTEL ALL SACS APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST AND BUTEL TO
TAMPA APR TWENTYSIX LAST.
BUTEL TO TP ADVISED INFO CONTAINED IN MAIN FILE ON
KING THAT BY LETTER TO DIRECTOR, DEC. TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYTHREE,

TP OFFICE REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSSELL BALL ALLEGEDLY

STATED THE ATTORNEY GENL. AND KING "WOULD GET THEIRS" WITHIN
THIRTY DAYS. |
BALL INTERVIEWED DEC. SIXTEEN, SIXTYTHREE AND ADVISED HE
HAD BEEN SO DRUNK HE HAD NO RECOLLECTION HE HAD SAID ANYTHING
ABOUT ATTNY. GENL. OR KING, NEVER THREATENED ANYONE, DID NOT
OWN A GUN, AND ANY STATEMENT MADE WITHOUT INTENT. AT SUCH
TIME BALL WAS TRUCK DRIVER FOR COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE,
NINE ZERO FIVE E. LAFAYETTE, TAMPA.
NO COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE LISTED IN CURRENT
TAMPA CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES, NOR IS RICSEMRDHEDSSELL

INDEXED
BALL. NO RECORD BALL TAMPA PD, NOR SO. SERIALIZED <

1 - TAMPA FILED
SJL:'nh
/

Approved: 75 !Ql/
Speéial Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-76 (Rev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

e

(Priority)

(157-3231)

(PAGE TWO)
BALL, IN NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE, DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE,

BORN , ROCKPORT, W. VA., SIX FT. ONE IN.,

ONE SEVENTY FIVE LBS., MARRIED, WIFE AND CHILDREN RESIDED
FOUR EIGHT ZERO ONE FIRST AVE., PARKERSBURG, W. VA., WHERE

THEY RESIDED PAST TWELVE YEARS.
PITTSBURG, AT PARKERSBURG, ASCERTAIN PRESENT LOCATION,

WHEREABOUTS BALL AND CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE
IF HE MAY BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR AND THOROUGHLY

RESOLVE AS INSTRUCTED REBUTEL ALL SACS.

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




'FBI WASH DC
9145  PM URGENT 4-27-68 CNJ
70 DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND PITTSBURGH

FROM TAMPA (L57-3231) op
MURKIN

RE BUTEL ALL SACS APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST AND BUTEL TO
TAMPA APRIL TWENTYSIX LAST.

BUTEL TO TP ADVISED INFO CONTAINED IN MAIN FILES ON
KING THAT BY LETTER TO DIRECTOR DEC. TWENTYTHREEs SIXTHTHREE,
TP OFFICE REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSSELL BALL ALLEGEDLY
STATED THE ATTORNEY GENL. AND KING "WOULD GET THEIRS" w?rnxn
' THRITY DAYSe

BALL INTERVIEWED DEC. SIXTEEN, SIXTHTHREE AND ADVISED HE
HAD BEEN 50 DRUNK HE HAD NO RECOLLECTION HE HAD SAID ANYTHING
ABOUT ATTNY. GENL. OR KING» NEVER THREATENED ANYONE, DID NOT

OWN A GUN> AND ANY STATEMENT MADE WITHOUT INTENT. AT SUCH

TIME BALL WAS TRUCK DRIVER FOR COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE,,

NINE ZERO FIVE E» LAFAYETTE, TAMPA.

' NE COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE LISTED IN CURRENT
TAMPA CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIESs NOR IS RICHARD RUSSELL
 BALL. NO RECORD BALL TAMPA PD» NOR SO. ‘

%gﬂ st (577) SEARCHED .. t‘
oo pace ove < gyt Sand— INDEXED

SERIALIZED <z,
FILED &

/55— >3>3/- 3%
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PAGE TWO

BALL, IN NINETUUO SIXTYTHREE, DESCRIBED WHITE> MALE»

BORN "~ b ROCKPORT» We VAes SIX FT. ONE IN.,

ONE SEVENTY FIVE LBS.» MARRIED, WIFE AND CHILDREN RESIDED
FOUR EIGHT ZERO ONE FIRST AVEss PARKERSBURGs We VA., WHERE
THEY RESIDED PAST TWELVE YEARS.

PITTSBURGH, AT PARKERSBURG» ASCERTAIN PRESENT LOCATION
WHEREABOUTS BALL AND CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE
IF HE MAY BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR AND THOROUGHLY
RESOLVE AS INSTRUCTED REBUTEL ALL SACS.
END

-

6FH

FBI WASH DC
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FBI TAMPA o F
-l

FBI PlTTopGH

R3a Prie 4729768 URGENT KAN

TO DIRECIOR AND TANPA

FROM FI1TISBURGH (44-578)
MURKINs CR» 008 MEMPHISe

RE TANPA 1EL BUREAU< FOUR T=ENTYSEVEN LAST.

SUSPECT KICHARD RUSSELL BALL>

INVESTIGATION PARKERSBURGs *=eVAes FOUR TeENIYSEVEN LASI<
DISCLOSED Rhaiﬁgmcg LOCATED Al FOUK EIGH1 ZEKO ONk FIKST AVE>,
VACANT AI;THIE 1Mk

NO CURKENT RECOKD C11Y AND TELEFHONE DIKECTORIES LOCATED
IDENTIFIABLE «IiH RICHAKD RUSSELL BALL.

INVESTIGATION AT POsT OFFICEs FARKERSBUKGs FOUX IWhNIYNINE<
INSIANT, DISCLOSEL CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR  BALL DAIED AUGUST
FOURTREN SIXIYFOUR, GIVING NE= ADDRESS OF THskE FOUr SI& ZERO
DOKREEN DRIVE, LAKELAND< FL&.

TAMPA AT LAKELAND< FLA<< ATTEMFT 10 LOCATE AND INTERVIEW

CBALL Rk INFO SET OUT IN REIEL>

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. | ;d/

AIR MAIL HEMPHIby}ﬁ

PENDING. c’f&q
e

, fﬁpﬁf fi"

- &
EIND : %{‘f )
- DFD ' '4Zf

FBl TAMPA
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FBI

: Date: ’#/ ¥/
Transmit the following in Fﬁ A4 1 —f£/ 7

(Type in plaintext or code)

via _TE Lé‘i’}’ﬁf_ CREEST-

(Priority)

to. Directo g F6_T (;/¢.5Né) Nl PH s Cyp-1787),
By Rmyw #ant (Y4~1140) Heoostod
Kanwsas C.oty (yy—762)

?th SAC ,TAMPA (is7-32 3l>

MorK: o) ; _,
R FE(LLoWIS, Méu/snm/, Ww. AL A Cﬂ#ﬂ/ﬂ/ﬁé_ T FEEN,

Hap BEEA CoAtre e D ,8)/
JR/VE

u»/'/(,ﬂu/, #s +o DESIR/NE Yo

cnS LAY

+AMPA ADVUILED Fhtlc Date€ HE

A Sovkck | whosg RELASILIEY 1S

FrnvD odt LA CHanwvEl (3 WAS JVAERESTHED
{

£/
e Mowv€y o R S bk EW WHH A PERSN wWHo KN

‘ LE
sames Eacl RAY AkAq [FELL WS Fiec0  Seukce CallED
l"’DUY-H:n/ t€gas Fore ~ GEIRGE Rusgeéc. (ﬁﬁﬂtoyfA)TQC&e#£0L

Whlh‘s‘w(’c “_ F/Ju)
< (A
4+Ra//CER SALES )l\o D st Ger AVSWEL CaL Vs o

L
ngKZ)'su,ﬂﬂoagoL/ Besec e s Scs+£2 WH'D L., vAS +

- Russ&C
Dook o YRalEw SaléS . SovRcé 540 CEsrGE s

. HA
SERVED |y A Saf ™My LSou R S tatr {DQ Saf\/ A O S

<C E
Nerows v RAY Ssm & YEalS , FECLos a0 v sED 5o
His v Statied Noh (VFERES fED buot- PERHAPLS
C.B.S. Arlas I MmAYy B wrerest£D -

% Syz. %

pproved:

Special A(Jent in Charge

W %ﬁ /S$S- 323 ~ 322
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

LEC.w+n AE D

ettt cAlleo [fovSion +£7 € PHo E

he
MT tHpg s +HeeE THREE Frv Ll 2ER0 AND \4c c\

~ LK N
F{[Lcws ASKED ,éus‘s’ﬁL[/ = He woulpP A

velene £ 2 F ny at

’ " IS fArD W RCE
Rossesd  sato AELL Mo, Fect

123
REPsrHED Russetl to 6&;@?&7’746& M——%‘Who
SravE P +;me)\"‘m:gsam: spatre FRiton J9S7 andil (167,

Cc.3.<. NEwEman AbovT

< Z 4 16 €£.C
TAMP a4 & FFEI'CE REc.eDPS Sprpw g""‘mfl Lo €
CalLlLco thméA DEFFVNCE (o BmBEAL (967 VD MOV /SED 6/(’0{1{-5.'@’
s HeoS e ray BE

Coree wvitllan Kvssf(_LL L vi)wvé '
S\‘f‘, Lose £ AvD

WAt 60 DBy ABL. rELEtype Semt BoREAC,
PousSten MuEmBER 19, (GLT vNPER (1S WA £

wArsHE D,
: p St Louwrs pov/5£D ResséLl o 1=
Bopréad A A’T JGF?@“Q'” C'TY"[{no.}ﬁ/VfD
KanvSas C 4y DEtERM/ME A ReSSEL

FimE v fh RAY, &ovv{-\y\ ww

H-ag{*,,\) o bervif oS Ress €l AS

AvD

?f‘.’ h &FELLowS“ Do £S5 WNot DES/RE SevrRciE

(5iurecz Roctteer) e 1WleleD,

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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FBI WASH DC

FBI TaMpA

405PM URGENT 4-26-6g BL W
TO DIRECTOR» MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM, HOUSTON» AND KANSAS CITY
FROM TAMPA (157-3231) op

MURKIN

BOB FELLOWS, NEWSMAN, WFLA CHANNEL THIRTEEN,
TAMPA ADVISED THIS DATE HE MAD BEEN CONTACTED BY
A SOURCE» WHOSE RELIABILITY IS UNKNOWNs AS TO DESIRING TO
FIND OUT IF CHANNEL THIRTEEN WAS INTERESTED IN PAYING
'MONEY FOR INTERVIEW WITH A PERSON yHO KNEW JAMES EARL
RAY> AKAs FELLOWS SAID SOURCE CALLED HOUSTON» TEXAS
FOR A GEORGE RUSSELL, REPORTELY EMPLOYED IN TRAILER
SALES: WHEN SOURCE DID NOT GET ANSWER, CALLED C(FNU)
STORZ» SUPPOSEDLY SOURCE'S SISTERs WHO LIVES NEXT
DOOR TO TRAILER SALES. SOURCE SAID GEORGE RUSSELL
SERVED TIME IN MISSOURI STATE PRISON AND HAS KNOWN
RAY SOME YEARS. FELLOWS ADVISED SOURCE HIS
TV STATION NOT INTERESTED BUT PERHAPS CBS ATLANTA

SEARCHED

MAY BE INTERESTED. ”\DE)\[D

END PAGE ONE

FLED

(KER) SERIALIZ sz___
féo’W /f//?) %

mel) .
(F79) |
4

,,,ww»f%ﬂ

’,N /J»J? (
A o

/j‘)“‘ 323 /-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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PAGE TWO
TP 157-3231

FELLOWS THEN RECONTACTED SOURCE WHO CALLED HOUSTON
TELEPHONE MI THREE THREE THREE FIVE ZERO AND REACHED
RUSSELL. FELLONS ASKED RUSSELL IF HE WOULD TALK
TO CBS NEWSMAN ABOUT KNOWLEDGE OF RAY AND RUSSELL
~ SAIDs "HELL NO." FELLOWS SAID SOURCE REPORTED RUSSELL
TO BE HER BROTHER WHO SERVED TIME IN MISSOURI STATE
PRISON NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN UNTIL NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN.

 TAMPA OFFICE RECORDS SHOW JUAREZ ROETTGER CALLED
TAMPA OFFICE NOVEMBER NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN AND ADVI SED
BROTHER GEORGE WILLIAM RUSSELL» LIVING IN HOUSTON, MAYBE
WANTED BY FBI. TELETYPE SENT BUREAU» ST LOULS AND
HOU STON NOVEMBER NINETEEN, NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN UNDER
HIS NAME AND BUREAU AND ST. LOUIS ADVISED RUSSELL NOT
wéﬂfsn.

KANSAS CITY AT JEFFERSON CITY, MO DETERMINE
IF RUSSELL SERVED TIME WITH RAY.

HOUSTON INTERVIEW RUSSELL AS FORMER FELLOW PRISONER
OF RAY AS FELLOWS DOES NOT DESIRE SOURCE (JUAREZ ROETTGER)
BE INVOLVED.

END
6FH
FBI WASH DC

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




AC, Ta™ , oarp. | 14/26/68

SPC AL L.

SUBJECT: MURKIN,

OF
(0N :ME)

T ks ), v ST
; YT

L{l s ed .,

At 7:50 P, this date, iirs. J 5
honic.

i
5t., Tampa, telephone 2&8-2742 l
of Fice andcjdvised as follows

P
N
e

ROE 7GR advised tiwt she re.eived inforiiati o fLrow: one
or hpr sisiers in iiouston, Texas tonizht thet her Dbrother
RGE TTTLTM U530 LL, (see Tampa reference 88-0-507) ax resLed
ny V?I, Ho ston, this date i counectin with cupti-ned matter
and accordin: to sister bised ou information furnished by
Roettgrr to FRI, Roettg-r reauested that this office attempt
to determine if borther in fact arrested and if possible to

advise her of same.

Above inforasti n discrissed with Suparvisor Relanger and
5  Hagy, acting for Supervisor # 4 this d te, and determined
Houston already advised re RIS ELL per LﬂfOTd tinn received
from Tampa televigbn newsian who rec-ived his 1n;ormat1«n from

Roettger.

Submitted for informat?

SEARCHED
SERIL

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI lAMPA
1252FM URGLENE 4=-27-68 KOB

TO DIRECIOs, MEMPRIS, Sl INGAAM, KANSAD CfTY: AND tAMFRA

FrOM HOUSTON (44-1509)
MURKINS Cn

RE TAMFPA IEL 10DAY
GEORGE WILLIAM KUSSELL, SALESHAN, PAT LAFE MOBIL HOMES»
THREE SEVEN ONE TwO TELEPHONE ROAD» HUUSTONs INTERVILwED
APRIL TWENIY SIX AND ALVISED JAMES EARL HAY UNANOWN [U HIM
BY NAME Ok PHOTO. RUSSELL ®AS INMALL Al v0e STATE PEN DURING
PERIOD RAY wAS INCARCERAIED. KUSSELL HKELEASED IN SIXTY SIX
ANU CAME 10 HOUSTUN FRONM 51.L0UIS 1A MONTHS AGUe RUSSELL
SERVED [1ik FOR BURGLAKYe. RUSSELL £5TIMAIED FOUn THOUSAND
FIVE HUNDKED INGATES &1 wlosOURI STATE Fhive NAME NEIL EGAKR
AEBY NOI KNOWN 10 HIMe ARBY WAS INMATE FRIEND UF nAY AND
INTERVIEWED BY HOUS1ONs APRIL TWENIY FIVE, LASI.
END
JTK
FBI TAMPA

A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI

L 4

Date: 4/27/68

Transmit the following in PLAIN
(Type in plaintext or code)

o e e ol . e n e — o — —— —— — — o

Via TELETYPE URGENT |
(Priority) |

A e pn — — — — — — — —— — — — —— p—— — — — — — — — —— —— — — ——— ——— — — — — — — — —— — — — — — — r— — o—— ——— — —— — —

FROM: SAC, TAM

MURKIN, CR, 00: MEMPHIS.

RE BUTELfAPR TWENTYSIX LAST CONCERNING JOHN D. HAGAN.

TP TWO TWO ONE R,VON APR. TWENTY SIX LAST, STATED HE

RECALLED REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO HAGAN WHICH WAS MADE AUG. TWO,

SIXTYFIVE, AT MEETING OF FORMER FLORIDA PIONEER CLUB, AN

INDEPENDENT KLAN AT ORLANDO, FLA., TO EFFECT THAT UNKNOWN

MALE IN ALA. TO DO AWAY WITH KING IN FLA. OR WASHINGTON,D.C.

TWO TWO ONE R ALSO STATED HAGAN PROBABLY GOT THIS ALLEGED
INFO FROM LAWRENCE D. HARRELL, ELDERLY FORMER KLANSMAN WHO

IS NOW REPORTEDLY SENILE. TWO TWO ONE R UNABLE TO FURNISH
FURTHER DETAILS AND HAS NO REASON TO THINK HAGAN INVOLVED

IN ANY CONSPIRACY TO MURDER KING.

1 - Atlanta (AM)

- Memphis (44-1987) (AM)
@’Tampa (1 - 170-75A)
§— (1 - 170-694)

(1 - 170-201A)

TCA :nh .
| | SEARCHED
©F INDEXH%ED
SERIALIZED 2z
1D IR

/ ‘ - -
Approved: S// A/”M/bﬂ{ Sent 9 Ol P M Per O/W\

R

l .
Special .(gent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-3b {fiev. 5-22-64)

FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

(157-3231)
(PAGE TWO)

JOHN DAVIS HAGAN, BUFILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - ONE SIX
SEVEN SEVEN, INTERVIEWED IN SIXTYFIVE BY FBI, PHOTOGRAPHED
ABOUT SAME TIME, AND HAD HAD LITTLE KLAN ACTIVITY SINCE.
HAGAN AND WIFE ARE NOMINAL MEMBERS OF ORANGE COUNTY CITIZENS
COUNCIL, ALTHOUGH HAGAN HIMSELF SELDOM ATTENDS.

ON APR. TWENTYSEVEN, TP TWO TWO TWO R AND TP TWO EIGHT
FOUR R, WHO KNOW HAGAN, HAD NO INFO REGARDING ANY CONSPIRACY
ON HAGAN'S PART. |

THESE THREE TAMPA SOURCES STATE HAGAN HAS RESPONSIBLE
JOB WITH ORLANDO UTILITIES COMMISSION, ORLANDO, IS NOT

LIKED BY KLANSMEN BECAUSE OF HIS DOMINEERING WAYS, AND

THEY ALSO SAY HE IS A "LONER".

INFORMANTS SHOWN PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY, IO NO. FOUR
ONE EIGHT TWO, BUT UNABLE TO IDENTIFY HIM. |

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS AND ATLANTA.

Approved:

~ Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI WASH DC
5:01  PM URGENT 4-27-68 CNJ
TO DIRECTOR (44-3886)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)
MURK IN

RE BUTEL APR TWENTYSIX LAST CONCERNING JOHN D. HAGAN.
TP TWO TWO ONE R» ON APR. TWENTY SIX LAST» STATED HE

RECALLED REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO HAGAN WHICH WAS MADE AUG. TWO»

SIXTYFIVE, AT MEETING OF FORMER FLORIDA PIONEER CLUB. AN a
INDEPENDENT KLAN AT ORLANDO» FLA«» TO EFFECT THAT UNKNOWN

MALE IN ALA. TO DO AWAY WITH KING IN FLA. OR WASHINGTONs D. Co<

TWO TWO ONE R ALSO STATED HAGAN PROBABLY GOT THIS ALLEGED

INFO FROM LAWRENCE D. HARRELL. ELDERLY FORMER KLANSMAN WHO

IS NOW REPORTEDLY SENILE. TWO TWO ONE R UNABLE TO FURNISH

FURTHER DETAILS AND HAS NO REASON TO THINK HAGAN INVOLVED

IN ANY CONSPIRACY TO MURDER KING.

END PAGE ONE

SEARCHED
INDEXED
SERIALIZED €22

FILED
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JOHN DAVIS HAGAN, BUFILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - ONE SIX

SEVEN SEVEN, INTERVIEWED IN SIXTRFIVE BY FBI: PHOTOGRAPHED
ABOUT SAME TIME, AND HAD HAD LITTLE KLAN ACTIVITYSINCE.

HAGAN AND WIFE ARE NOMINAL MEMBERS OF ORANGE COUNTY CITIZENS

COUNCIL, ALTHOUGH HAGAN HIMSELF SELDOM ATTENDS.

ON APR. TWENTYSEVEN, TP TWO TWO TWO R AND TP TWO EIGHT

FOUR R» WHO KNOW HAGAN, HAD NO INFO REGARDING ANY CONSPIRACY

ON HAGAN'S PART. ‘
THESE THREE TAMPA SOURCES STATE HAGAN HAS RESPONSIBLE

JOB WITH ORLANDO UTILITIES COMMISSION., ORLANDO» IS NOT

LIKED BY KLANSMAN BECAUSE OF HIS DOMINEERING WAYSs AND
THEY ALSO SAY HE IS A LONER". |
INFORMANTS SHOWN PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY» 10 NO.

FOUR

BUT UNABLE TO IDENTIFY HIM.

ONE EIGHT TWO,

'AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS AND ATLANTA.

END

6FH
FBI WASH DC
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FBI TAMFA

FB1 WASH DC
445 P¥ UKGEND 4/26/68 GFH
10 1ANPA

FrOM DInECIOR 44-38861 2P

MURKIN

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE MAIN FILE ON KING:

BY LEITER 10 THE DIRECLIOR, DRCLibBER TWENIYTHrEE, NINETEEN SIATY-

THREE, YOU REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSSELL LB#LL ALLEGEDLY STATED <

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND KING "WOuLb GrT Tﬂélﬁb" WITHIN THIRTY

DAY5e HE REPORTEDLY APPEARED Al YOUR OFFICE AND bAID’HE MADE THESE
\ L Y 6 -
STATEMENTS WHILLE HeE WAS DRUNK (SkE YOux FILE SIA TwO - FOUR bIA TWO) e
Con\el
ﬁ)Qb BY TELETYPE AUGUSI TwU» NINETEEN SIXTY-FIVE,

MATION FROM TAMPA TWO TwO ONE R (FROB) THAAT JUHN De HpfGAN OF THE

FLORIDA PIONEER CLQB (DESCRIBED Ab INDEFPENDENT KLAN GrOUr) CLAIMED

AN UNKNOWN MALE IN ALABAAA %QS ALLEGEDLY APPOINIEL TO LO AWAY

WITH KING IN FLORIDA Ok WASHINGLIONs De Cos AT SOME UNANOWN DAIE.
ALTHOUGH SUBJECT RAY HAL BREN IQhNIIfIhD A5 THE ASSAILANT, YOU

EiNU PAGE UNL
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FAGE 140

SHDULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION 10 DETERMINE IF ANY OF THE ABOVE MlGAl

BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOH.
ATRMAIL COFIES TO MEMPHIS. = ARMED AND DANGEROUS.
END
BLW
FBI TANMPA

TUA
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( T:ype;in plaintext or éode)

" (Priority)

’snc; NEWARK (L44-854)

' SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) (P)

MURKIN, CR. 00 MEMPHIS

RE NEWARK TEL APRIL TWENTY SZVEN INSTANT AND

ﬁTEL ARRIL 3;ENT; SVEN 1 STANT, _ |
I CORBETT F EET SALES MANAGER, BILL CURRIE’FV

AUTQMOTIVE RENTALS INC. STKI‘ ES TONY CREA, AUTOMOTIVE

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS,

1 - Tampa
‘1 - MEMPHIS
- JJG;jig

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI NEWARK

FBI TAMPA
840 PM URGENT 4/27/68 ALS
TO NEWARK (44-854)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231) (P)

MURKIN, CR. 002 ME.

RE NEWARK TEL APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT AND TAMPA. TEL

APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT.

RE: NINETEEN SIXTY-FIVE PLYMOUTH STATION WAGON.

JIM CORBETT» FLEET SALES MANAGERs, BILL CURRIE FORD» TAMPA,
ADVISED HAS NO RECOLLECTION AND UNABLE TO LOCATE ANY RECORD AS
TO DISPOSITION OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH OWNED BY AUTOMOTIVE
RENTALS» INC. STATES TONY CREA, AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS» INCe.
PENNSAUKEN, NeJ. WOULD HAVE COMPLETE INFO AND WILL NEED
FOLLOWING DATA TO LOCATE THE RECORD: PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER
THREE SIX ZERO - TWO TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO A» COVERING PURCHASE OF
SIXTY EIGHT GALAXIE AND VEHICLE NUMBER THREE SIX ZERO - TWO
TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO AS NUMBER OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH.

AIRMAILL COPY TO MEMPHIS.
END .
JON
FBI NEWARK

TU CLR X
SEARCHED
INDEXED

SERIALIZED
FILED A

/35 )~ 323/~ 325
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- Fbl lAmPA
ﬁé:?\ NEWARK
\JE 1145

N
UKGENT 4/27/668 PAC

v 1O TAaMPA AND SAVANNAH

:& FROM NEWARK C44-854)  (B)
MURKIN

RE SAVANNAH TEL 10 JACKSONVILLE, APRIL IWENIY SIX» LASI
RE JACKSONVILLE AND NK 1hL>s AFnIL TwENTY SIxs, LAST.

FOK INFO T[AMPA, A NINEIEEN SIA1Y SEVEN Ok DIAIY EIGHT

[

e o
——

BROWN FLYHOULH, STAIION WAGON, BEARING FLA LICENSE ldkbk
\v/—"—“ — I I S U
E FIVE 514 FOUR THREE SEEN BY MAN IN SAVANNAH, GAes AFPRIL

JUEE - e e e —

1
+
o ol
) .
it
{ 2
i
[T
¥ 7‘ -
<
ig
\ B
. 1] .
K EA
(i
|
3 E .
E :
£ I8
SR A
~ e
LSO
.
.
14 B
SRS
. “
3
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s B
AR
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€3 !
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- 3
B
v P
| A
L . .
i %
1 \‘i’

A

/ﬂ’ J '

v

i

—m—

. TWENTY SIX, LAST, BEING DIVEN BY MAN DESCHIBED As

-

s

RESEMBLING >UbJRCT JAMEY BARL HAY. JACKSUNVILLE LEARNRD

LICENSE THREE B FIVE S5IA FOun (HArbEE BeGISTERED 10 HENRY

77§;'61,¢¢¢<;

ERWINs JRes» IN C/0 OF AUTOMOTIVE RENIAL, INCes» oSEVEN FOWUK

. [ SN~

~

ONE MAPLE AVEes» PENNSAUKENs NedJdes» FUH CAR HAVING VIN
e o ——
Iw0 FIVE 1W0 1W0 SIX SEVEN SIX Zka0 EIGHYe TODAY RICHARU

m— e ad - e———

AUTTERs SLERVICE DEPARIMENT, #MGSes AULQMOTIVE ®ENIALS,

- ma— s am— - o
JURTUCT— o - - e,

ENNSAUKEN, SAIL COMPANY KRECORLUS SHOW FLAe LICENSE 1HREE E

/57 - 3

IVE 514 FUOUR IHKxEE ON A NINETEEN SIATY FIVE FLYNOU

TwO DOOR SEUAN WITH VIN SAME AS ABOVE. THAT CAR FOR 19;529
| an — TAMPA

END PAGE ONL
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PAGE TWO

LEASED BY AUIOKOIIVE [0 HENRY 5. LRwINs, Jh» RMPLOYEDL BY
OAKITE PRODUCISs INCes ErnWIN RESIDRE> THRRE &EﬁOVNINE BEN
AVDN‘DA.; IEMPLE TEKRACEs, FLA. IN DECEMbERs NINETEEN SIATY
SEVEN ERAWIN RETURNED CAr 10 AUIOMOTIVE sENIALS IN EACHANGE
FOR A NINETEEN SIXTY RIGHT YELLOW FORDL 1Tw0 DbOOr HAQU?OP
BEARING FALA. LICENSE I[HREE Lk FOUK NINE SEVEN THKEE FOUKe
ON JANUARY EIGHT, NINBTEREN STXTY EIGHT, INSTANT NINEIEEN
SIXIY FIVE PLYMOUIH SOLD BY AU&OMU?IVE RENTALS> T0 C AND R

AUTO S5ALESs FOUR VHHEE ONBE SIA FLOKIDA AVEes

e e e

iAPA, FLA.

FIVE SIX FOUK THKEE EVer BEING ON CAR OltHks THAN DosSChIBRD
NINETEEN SI&AlY FIVE pPLYMOUTH SEDAN.

TAuMPrA AT TAMPA, FLAe» WwWILL DEIRRHMINE AT C AND =
AUTO SALES PRESENT OWNER OF INSTANT NINETEEN SIALY FIVE
PLYMOUTH. =kl FORIH LEAD T0 HAVE OwNBER INTEAVIEWED 10

DETERMINE WHU HAS FLORIDA LICENSE IHREE kB FIVE SIK FOUn

THRERe 1HEREAFTERs CONDUCIT AFPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION

END PAQE 1w0
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TO DETERMINE IF Idls AN Is IDENTICAL WITH SUBJEC

'

ARMED AND DANGEROUS .

TAMPA
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) .

FBI
Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

" AIRTEL

— b v —— tth ———y — e —— — — — —— —— — ——

(Priority)

DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC OKLAJOMA CITY (44-686) -P-

MURKIN
00 MEMPHIS

Re Tampa airtel to Director 4/16/68; in case entitled
"JOUN A, CIAMBLEE, RACIAL INFORMANT, OO JACI\SO\J” the following
references: Jackson airtel to Oklahoma City 3/23/65, Ok1lahoma
City airtel to Jackson 3/29/65; in case entitled ”NHITE KNIGHTS OF
KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL MATTER" the following referenc
Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/2/65, Oklahoma City airtel to Bureau.
4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau
4/22/65, Phoenix airtel to Jackson 4/27/65, and Oklahoma City
airtel to Bureau 5/17/65.

DONALD..EUGENE. SPAG ;KS FBI # 716 18A
FORMER TOP TENASUB.JE ‘
i
Enclosed herewith for the information purposes to
Jackson and Atlanta, is one copy of Tampa airtel to Director,
4/16/68, for background information,

Set forth hereafter is a recanitulation of investigatio
concerning DONALD EUGENE SPARKS (former Top Ten Fugitive) and
his allewedly being offered money by the Ku Klux Klan of Mississinpi
to murder Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., in 1964, ‘

. Jackson Division by airtel to the Bureau 4/2/65 in
case "WHITE KNIGHTS OF XU KLUX XKLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL MATTER"

Bureau :
Atlanta (Info)(Enc, 1) *

Birmingham - —>_ 2572, —3>
Jackson (Info) (Enc. 1) , /> 7 B.ZL?/ ;3 ;7

Memphis SEARCHE

Tampa (InFo) (]_5 7-32 31) SERMUZE HLED
Oklahoma City (2-44-686) APR27 19
(1-170-5) FBl— TANFA

GWS : JRI
(13)

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge
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0C 44-686

forwarded to the Bureau an original and 7 copies of a
letternead memorandum showing information received from

JOUN ARTHUR CHAMBLEE, a detective of the Jackson, Mississippi
Police Department, considered by Jackson a reliable indi-
vidual who 1is acquainted with members or former members of
the WKKKKOM, CHAMBLEE, in reporting this information that
was overheard as general rumor among Klansmen and he did not
know the source, was doubtful of its truthfulness,

The information in substance was that on 3/17/65,
CHAMBLEE advised that he had received unverified information
that in 1964, the original Knights of the KKK of Mississippi
had hired a "killer" from the State of Oklahoma to murder
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. when KING was 1in Jackson, Mississippi,
This "killer" was known as "TWO JUMPS" and came to Jackson,
Mississippi to '"case" the layout and while in Jackson, stayed
at the Terrymore Motel, He was to use a high-powered rifle
with telescopic sights. This deal allecgedly fell through when
the Klansmen could not raise the $13,000 demanded by '"TWO JUMPS,"

CHAMBLEE also reported "TWO JUMPS" was allegedly
also the killer of a Bureau Top Ten fugitive later identified
as JOHN GIBSON DILLON "TWO JUMPS" allegedly killed DILLON
at the Flamingo Motel in Jackson, Mississippi and thereafter
transported the body to Oklahoma or Kansas where it was dumped
in an old well,

The Oklahoma City Division by airtel of 4/8/65
advised Bureau and Jackson Division that complete backoround
in the case involving Top Ten Fugitive JOHN GIBSON DILLON
did not substantiate that DILLON was killed in Mississippi,
From facts available to Oklahoma City, it was doubtful in fact
if DILLON was killed in Mississippi.

The Jackson Division on 4/2/65 interviewed PCI CLENNIE
JOE BUCHANAN, described by Jackson as a notorious confidence
man and gambler who had at that time been under development
as an informant of the Jackson Division for some two months.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0C 44-686

BUCHANAN was asked if he knew an individual
named DONALD SPARKS or GENE SPARKS to which he promptlv
replied, '"Who, TWO JUMPS?" He was thereafter shown &
photoqraph of DONALD EUGENE SPARKS, Tulsa, Oklahoma Police
Department Number 38224 dated Scptﬂmber 7 1963, BUCHANAN
promptly identified this photograph of SPARKS as being
identical to the person he has known for many years as
"TWO JUMPS,'" BUCHANAN went on to relate that SPARKS got
the nickname of "TWO JUMPS from his ability as a cowboy
and according to BUCIHIANAN, SPARKS was an excellent "broncho
buster'" and could ride almost any horse, BUCHANAN considered
SPARKS to be an extremcly hard and tough individual who would
not hesitate to kill anyone, Extensive investigation was
conducted in several field offices to concretely identify
"TWO JUMPS" and from the identification of PCI CLENNIE JOE
BUCHANAN, Jackson, Mississippil, it was felt that DONALD
EUGENE SAPRKS was identical to "TWO JUMPS.,"

Investigation by the Jackson Division at the :
Terrymore Motel in Jackson failed to disclose any registration
that could be identified as being that of SPARKS., In addition
to the above identification of SPARKS as "TWO JUMPS'", Phoenix
CI PX 737-C was interviewed at Phoenix on 1/26/65. This
informant advised he knew DONALD EUGENE SPARKS and was well
aware that SPARKS' nickname is "TWO JUMPS.'

Based on this identification on 5/14/65, an
attempt was made to interview DONALD EUGENE SPARKS, Inmate
Number 71755, at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary, Following
his being advised of his rights, SPARKS stated at the outset
he would not furnish any information, He did deny being
contacted by anyone at any time to commit a murder and said he
did not kill anyone for money or any other reason, Ile denied
ever being hired by anyone in the South and specifically in
Mississippi to commit any murder, He denied knowing anyone
connected with the Ku Klux Klan,

SPARKS at this time stated he had never cooperated
with any police o ficers and did not intend to start doing
so now. He said he had been contacted by numerous officers
and would appreciate it if police officers would not bother
him again since they wasted his time, as he was working in the
plumbing shop in the Penitentiary and could not be away from
his job., SPARKS terminated the interview by getting up and
leaving the room,

-3-
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OC 44-686

By airtel to the Bureau dated 5/17/65, in
case "WHITE KNIGHTS OF KU KLUX KLAN OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL
MATTER", the Bureau was advised of the attempted interview
with SPARKS. Additionally, 9 copies of an FD 302 dated
5/17/65, was furnished to the Jackson Division. This showed
the interview with SPARKS., At that time, it was the considered
opinion of Agents that had worked cases involving SPARKS,
his assoc1ates and Agents who handled the former case |
involving former Top Ten Fugitive JOIN GIBSON DILLON, that
information that SPARKS was hired to kill MARTIN LUTIER KING, JR.
and that he did kill DILLON was not accurate nor truthful
information. It was pointed out that following DILLON's
murder there was a massive amount of rumor, speculation and
hearsay information circulated among the criminal element
concerning the death of DILLON, It was this hearsay information
that was probably being reported by Jackson's informant in all
honesty.

The Bureau's attention is directed to the fact that
HERMIT EUGENE WING, aka, ANTI-RACKETEERING, is the subject
of a current pending file, Oklahoma City 92-588, Bureau file
92-9329, He is an Oklahoma ex-convict, Burglar, Armed Robber,
who travels extensively throughout the United States, He was
last interviewed by Bureau Agents, 3/5/68, where he was living
at Bartlesville, Oklahoma, He was at that time employed at
Jeanie's Lounge in Bartlesville,

LEADS

ATLANTA, JACKSON AND TAMPA DIVISION (INFORMATION)
Information copies of this communication are

belng furnished to Divisions above in the event additional

inquiry appears necessary.

BIRMINGHAM DIVISION

At Fort Payne, Alabama

Al though DONALD EUGENE SPARKS is notorious for his
failure to cooperate with police officers, it is suggested an
attempt be made to interview him concerning his using the name
"TWO JUMPS'" and being offered money by the Ku Klux Klan of

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0C 44-686

Mississippi in 1964 © murder Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
An attempt should be made in the interview with SPARKS

to determine if he is at all familiar with JAMES EARL RAY,
present fugitive being sought for the murder of Dr, MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR,, and exhibit photograph of RAY to him,

JAMES EARL RAY SHOQULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND

DANGEROUS,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FBI |
Date: 4/26/68

Transmit the following in . P;LA'[NTEXT
(Type in plaintext or code)

TEILETYDF |  IRGENT
' : (Priority)

_ DIRECTOR, FBI,
FROM : SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (3PP).
MURKIN. CR.
RE ATLANTA TEL DATED APRIL TWENTYFOUR, NINETEEN SIXTY
EIGHT; SPRINGFIFLD TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI APRIL TWENTYFIVE, NINE:
TEEN SIXTY EIGHT.
RE. PAUL ALVIN /AIL, JR., AXA,
FOR TIE, INFORMATION OF THE ST. LOUIS DIVISICN, ONE
 LEWIE RAYMOND D#WDA CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIFTTA, GFORGIA,
ON ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS ACQUAINTED
WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE YEARS, ENDING
| SEPTEMBER TWENTYTEREE, NINETEEN SIXTY SIX, WHEN DOWDA RELFASED.
DOWDA STATED RAY WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJECTIONS AND WAS
ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION. . RAY USED AHPEETIMINE. DOWDA
STATED HAROLD SCHAEFFER, GUARD ON GATE AT THE PRISON, WAS FRIENDLY
WITH RAY AND EELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING THE AMPHETIMINE. DOWI
" CLATMED RAY HAD UNKNOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF INCOME TO SUPPORT A
THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPEHABIT AS WELL AS FIFTEEN
TO TWENTY DOLLARS PER WEEK OTHER FXPENDITURES. DOWDA CLAIMS THRER
NEGRO PRISONERS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER PROTESTING DENIAL OF BLACK

] - Spnngfleld (44- 61)
(1)~ Tampa (AM) |

[\ 7 wavr
o B P

rBI—-TKam«A

Approved:

~ Special Agent in Charge
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) ‘ .

FBlI

Date:

Transmit the foliowing in : :
' (Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

S R S

PAGE TWO,

MUSLINS TO WORSHIP. CLAINED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW WHO DJ
 DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO FELT ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOULI
BE KILLED AND SAID RAY MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICF
WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY'S
CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONFTIC) WHO BANDLED
DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN THE KITCHEN., DOWDA DOES NOT KNOW NEIL
ABBEY'S PRFSENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TIME CHIFF COOK
AT THE PRISON. ANOTHFR CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DFAN RIGGER FROM
CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA STATE HOSPITAL
LOCATED ABOVE SAN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY
WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE.OF DOWDA'S FATHER,
CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA, -FORMERLY ROUTE ONE,. SANFORD, FLORIDA, BUT
PRESENTLY ONE ONE ZERO SOUTH CHANDLFR STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA,

- DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN ANY MANNER WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA'S
RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FORMER INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA
PAUL ALVIN CARTER, THIRTYFOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST BALY
BEACH;CFLORIDA, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW LAIL EARLY
MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT, BUT NO MENTION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDFA

WHY RAY WOULD GO TO ATLANTA,

/

Apptoved: —
: , Specicl Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) _ .
' tnd ' : C. -

FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

(Priority)

PAGE THREE.

A REVIEW OF SPRINGFIELD FILES RE CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL
REFLECTED HIM AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE, OFFICE
OF ORIGIN ST. LOUIS, IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIEED AS FOLLOWS:
| PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR, AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,,AKA
PAUL LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE
FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT TREE A, WHITE, MALE, AMERICAN, DATE OF BIRTH

, AT MARION, NORTH CAROLINA, SIX~ FOOT

EIVE INCHES, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, RED EAIR, BLUE EYES,
NO UPPER TFETH, SCAR ON LEFT KNEE, OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER,
ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIO REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBIR

T. LOUIS REQUESTED TO REVIEW FILES RE LAIL AND FURNIS:
INFORMATION OF VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT PAIL MAY BE LOCATE]
AND INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT. |
‘THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDENT RECORD OF LAIL
FBI NUMBER SEVﬁN_FiVE'FOUR DASH FOUR E;GHT THREE A TO INTERESTED
OFFICES. KT | | o
P.
END.

Approved: ‘
: : Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FBI TAMPA

Frl MIAMI
748 P URGEN1 4/726/768  LCC
10 ALL 5ACo RELAY MESSAGL FLAN

FROM DIRECIOR 44-36861 ¥
MURKING

THE MAIN FILE (0N KING HAS BEEN rEVIEWRD Al THE BUKEAU
AND LEADS ARE BEING SENT O%I CONCERNINGAPEKbONS INVULVED 1IN
PRIOK THREATS AGAINST KING; THESE LEADS AS WELL Ab LEADS
CONCERNING ANY OTHEK SUSFECTS DEVELOFED FrOM ANY SOURCE
MUST BE GItkEN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH HANDLING ON A 10P PRIOKITY

/

\ EATENSIVE INVESTIGATION 15 CONIINUING T0 LOCATE RAY AND 10

—

ESTABLISH MOIIVE OF CRIME. YOU HAVE BEEN AND WILL Bk

¥

N
} BASIS. PROCESS HAS BEEN OBTAINED AGAINST JAMES EARL RAY AND

23
-

FURNISHED INFORMATION RELATING 10 OTHEB POSSIBLE CONSPIRATOKS.

}\ THESE MUST ALL BE THOROUGHLY RESOLVGU NO #ATTER HOW KEMOIE.

— 572
2>

hﬁi\b

<

Soce ewtritc S

‘//2¢/ég:.ﬁlodﬁbuﬁg¢b

ALS

)
&
Fu—

/5~>":32—3 /—-:33¢,

SEARCHED INDEXZ
SERIALIZED &nggc
APR28 1358

\

dan/ s

-
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j'}ﬂUNITED STATES Govn;ku;aﬁNT K
o M em omndum

SAC (157- 3231) : | pars: April 21, 1968

SA Joseph J. Pieuer'

sujecT: MURKIN
R

ﬂ On 4/20/68 Mrs. Sonhie M. btrause, 3726 Tangerine Zo.,

. St. Petersburg, P10r1da, telenhone 867-5711, whose husband. E
onerates the M & S Roofing Co., 3522 Tanqerlne So., telenhone f.f.,;u
867 -5604, advised that on 4/19/68 the Florida State Bmployment
sent to them for a few hours work a man bamed RICHEL WHITE,
‘though on ris card the name was shown as Richard White. Be-, e
cause of the temporary emplcyment she did not take any ‘back-"
qround 1nf0rmat10n, nor get his Social Secur1ty Number. :

She described h1m as 40, 5! 10", 180; muscular bu11d,

hlue eyes; brown hair; his ears were the same as the ohotographl]ff7

andAthe p1cture of Galt on TV,

She was not pos1t1ve in the 1dent1f1cat10n, but thought’“ B

several items of his story was suspicious. He said that he had
been in St. Petersburg since January, but his complexion was ,
- white. After working in the sun for 3 1/2 hours he came in beet *
red, When he reported for work he wore a white shirt and was
clean and neat. He said that he had just retired fopm Service,
and had worked as a file clerk. He had no military carriage.

The man waq soft qpoken, but had no partlcular southern
or rnral accent She does not rememberhis hair exactly.

. When he came back in from the job, he cleaned up be-"“g
fore he left. He worked for 3 hours for $1 50 an bhour. -

' _ He told the man W’th whom he worked that he was living atjr,s
~ _the Fairfax Hotel. He had not been ahle to get any Steady em-
;Wployment since coming to St Pete.- - |

,ACTION.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

T0o  :SAC (157-3231) © pate: April 25, 1968
: SA Jos eplr J. Piener

suBJecT: MURK IN
CR

Re previous memo re suspect: RICUEL W ITE

On 4/22/68 James Connors, Florida cmployment Service,
1011 1st Ave. No., St. Peter-burg, Florida, advised that
Xichel White has registered with the FES and has been sent out
on several work assignments. He is frcm Mr, Airy, N.C.; a
veteran of 14 years in the Air Force. 1Ille has been a dishwasher
at the Tides Motel, Redington Beach, and 1ived there; but now
lives at Fairfax Hotel, 2832 4th St. No; SSNo .

| Cornors advised that Write has no resemblance to subject
Gallt, and though he .cannot place him definitely on 4-4-68 he
believes he was in St. Pete. He advisdd that White also worked
at the Vincy Hotel. o

Mrs. Mildred Papier, office manager, Viroy Hotel, St.
Petersburg, Fla. advised on 4/25/68 that Richel 0. "hite, Xoute
7, Box 118, Mt. Airy, N.C., mother Mrs. S. E. White, same add-
ress; dob ‘worked as a pastry server from 2/26/68 to
3/15/68. His SSN is . Address: Fairfax hLotel.

mile Fregeau, day clerk, Fairfax Hotel, 2832 4th St. No.,
advised on 4/25/68 that *“ictel White has continuously lived at
the hotel from the early part of **arch, 1968 to the nresent.

ACTION:

~ No further action as White was in St. Pete on pertinent
dates, | |

SEARCHED INDEXED

532323/~ 337__

st SLTTIVIIVIINY

Jip | B

i\

(1 ) | FBI — TAMPA

¢/
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TA*PA (157-3231) paTte: 4/22/68

SA JOIN R, HIP-ARD

SUBJECT: MURKIN
CR
(00 :ME)

On 8% 4/19/68, Brigadier Warren Fulten, Salvation Army,
400 N. Ft. Harrison, Clearwater, ila. advised SA John
R. Hinpard as follows, via telephone:

On 4/19/68, an indifidual, (FNU) KXRREXX O'BRIEN, entered
the Salvation Army office and requested aid in ob-
taining some sort of "nerve medicine". FULTUN stated
that his groun conld not get this medicine for O'BRILN,
because 1t was a type of drug which took a prescrintion
foom a physician to obtain it.

FULTON advised O'BRIEN that he could get him in the

VA Posnital (Bay Pines) and in that manner, O'BRIEN
could get medication. O'BRIEN advised that he was,

in fact , a veteran and had an honorable discharge

from themlitary; however, O'RRIEN stated that Veter-
ans hospitals were "notring but a slaughter house",

as he had been #n one at one time and they had removed
part of his spinal colnmn, and that this is what caused
his nervousness.

FULTON STATED that 0'!'RIEN was extremely nervous and an-
neared to not want FULTON to call anyone on the phone;
hg also, ~ulled at bis ear in a nervous gesture, FULTON
said that he offered to et xkE O'PRIIN a bus ticket to
St. Petershirqg, #la., as xk O0'"RILN h=d advised that he
was gqoing to stav with "friends" in St. Petersbhurg.
FIULTON stated that after ma%»'ng this offer, fkm O'F IELN

abruntly left the office. , _
5734 3) 333

FULTCN advised that O'3RILN had been referved to his
office by the CI'URCH BY THE S*A on Clearwater Beach, Fla.
FULTON said that about 1 hr, after O0'BRIEN had left his
office he (FULTON) thought that O'BRIEN refsmbledﬁi'
STARVO GALT, akd., and he called the CHURCHSERRHLY Hpp<&4d)
SERIALIZED €22

2-Tampa
JRH P

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI

Date:  /26/68

Transmit the following in ! SR
(Type in plaintext or code) . ,

ATRMATL

(Priority)

TO: SAC, TAMPA
FROM: SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769)

RE: MURKIN

Re Buffalo airtel to Jacksonville 4/23/68,
re suspect driving vehicle containing Fla. License 4W-69100.

MVB, Tallahassee, Fla., reflects vehicle registered
JAMES PETERSON, 463 Eighth Ave., NE, St. Petersburg
Fla., for 1964 Ford.

Tampa ascertain if suspect identical with RAY.

Enclosed for information Tampa is one copy of
referenced communication.

- ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

«Z3Tampa (Enc. l)F”/
2-Jacksonville
TJW:bet N §

(4)

157 -323) =335~ |

N' ¥ 7

- \\ ' v & {NDEXED

AR o’f,r T =
it ;8

Approved: Kg

Special A¥ent in Charge
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AIRIAIL

Jnc:soxvxnbn(44~7as)
?aurf;(lsa-szal) ;.ai” %

xa .B ntrtcl ta ’flﬁpl ﬁatad 4/36/68

DL ] ﬁ on 4/27/68 lru !NEL!‘R PIEPRR, oa'ds and Idm-

e ti.fication Diwsion, 8t. Petersburg PD, 8t. Petersburg, 1"13.,
. ‘advised that she had no record concerning a JANES Pmmaex* |
o 'ifi;;at 463 lth Avmy, N.E., Bt. Potmbnrg ru.—, o

on 4/27%683&: um mnm Telwphoa. epmtw, 5
A ;?aln sneres of St, Petersburg, 830 North mmro Drive, 8t. -
. Petersdburg, Fla., made nuilablc t¥e records of Palm Shores
" . Apartments which showed JAMES PEPERSON had resided with his

. wife at 463 8th Avenue, N. K., u'sbnrz, ?h. znr a

* ~J;;;«.;poriod of euht yura.

o " On the same aato ¥r, rm ux.frmn Adainistrator.
Paln Sheru of 8t. Petersburg, advised that hc was pcrsmny 3 e T
© . aeguainted with JAMES PETERSON sihd had known him during h:ls o
S oight yms rumme at th.e Paln Shoru Apartnntm . -

L He duwribod pnmox a8 vhitc ula, 5'8" un, |
156#, appra:inately 70 years old. WALTEMAR was shown a phato-
- _graph of JANES EARL RAY and stated that there was no mubhnce R
- between RAY and JAMES PETERSON. WALTEMAR further advised that °
_nrmos hu ‘no. children or rclati vqs that shew any rescnbhnco

. to RAY.
e Anuxb Ann nnuezsaus
" - Juekoonvillc f

/f7 34 3/ 335 %

'f.;SEARCHED SRS R
o e
. HWD = -
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FBI TAMPA
611200 URGENT 4-23-86"RCu
TO  TANPA (157-3231)
FROM NEWARK (44=-854)

MUAKIN; 00 sMEMPHI S«

RE TAMPA TELETYFE 10 NEWARK FOUK TwkN1Y SkVEN LASL.

TODAY»> RICHARD KUIT1EK> AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS» INCes
PENNSAUKEN» NJ» SAID THAT COMFANY 'S HECOKDS SHOW Je CORBET1
OF BILL CURKIE FORD AGENCY, TAMFA, FLUnIDA, SUBMITIED 10
AUTOMOTIVE A BID OF ONE IHUUSAND DOLLAGS 10 BUY INSTANT
PLYMOUTH ON BEHALF OF C AND R AUIOD SALLS», I1AMFA. AUIOHMOIIVE
AGCEPTED'THIS BID AND AUTOMOIIVE INVUICE NUMBEx A& IHREE ZERO
ONE SIX TwO SHOWS INSTANT PLYMOULH SOLD BY AUGTOMO1IVE 10

,

C AND R Oiv ONE EIGHT, LAST. C AND K PAID AULLUMOITIVE WITH A

L]

BANK DrAFT FOr ONE THUUSAND DOLLAKS DrAwWN ON THE BROADWAY

NATIONAL BANK, TAMFPA. KRUTITER SAID THE TITLE NUMBE& FOi INSTANI

PLYMOUTH IS SEVEN TWwO FIVE NINE FIVE IGA1 1wOe FOs INFO
1ANPA, RUITER SAID RICE AND HOLMAN Is & PARENT COMPANY 10
AUTOMOTIVEs BUT RICE AND HOLMAN DO NOT HAVE RECOKDS OF ANY
SALES OF USED CARS BY AUI0MOTIVE.

TANPA RECONIACT C AND k A0I0 SALES 10 ASCEsIAIN 10 wHOM THEY
S0LD INSTANI PLYMOUTH.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS

MAIL COrPILELS 10 QAUANNAH AND wbmkdlb.,m

ENDe o e RUB

Fzl 1AMPA %\‘f
- é*;
('Q
/Eﬁ%i
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