
AT l+4-2386 

For information those offices not receiving 
reairtel, it was pointed out therein that Subject JA!,IES 
EARL RAY, aka. was last knoi•Jn to be in the Atlanta, Georgia, 
area on 4/5/68. Tntensive investigation by Atlanta tJ date 
has not established mode of transportatio~ RAY may have used 
after• 4/5/68. Rece-iving Offices v:ere requested in reairtel 
to check cars recovered their divinion that were stolen from 
the State of Georgia subsequent to 4/1./-

1
/68, and where the 

transporter of same was not identified or otherwise accounted 
for, investigation sh9uld be conducted to determine if RAY 
was person who may have stolen and transported sa~e. 

in 
Investigation refleats Subject RAY can be placed 

Atlanta, Geor~gia., area 3/24/68. 

In view of the above, all Continental Offic~s 
are requested to review car reeoverj_es 1·1i thin their 
respective territories of cars stolen from the State 
of Georgj_2. subsequent to 3/?3/68, and "'vhere the trans•• 
porter of same is not otherwise eliminated or accounted 
for, consider Subject RAY as suspect. Where there is 
any remote indication that Subject RAY may have· been perE;on 
transporting such a car, exh2ustive and· intensive investi­
gation should thereafter be conducted. 
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FD-:tt> ('F,,ev. 5-22-64) 
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F B I 

Date: 4/27 /68 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
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I 
I 
1 

Transmit the following in ______ p...,I.~AI~N----=--~:-----:--:---------t' 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via ___ T_E_L_ET_Y_P_E __________ U_R_G_E_N_T __ ~--------J' 

(Priority) 
I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: 

FROM: 

MURKIN. 

DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861) 
SAC PITTSBURGH 

SAC TAMPA (157-3231) 

RE BUTEL ALL SACS APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST AND BUTEL TO 

TAMPA APR TWENTYSIX LAST. 

BUTEL TO TP ADVISED INFO CONTAINED IN MAIN FILE ON 

KING THAT BY LETTER TO DIRECTOR, DEC. TWENTYTHREE, SIXTYTHREE, 

TP OFFICE REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSSELL BALL ALLEGEDLY 

STATED THE ATTORNEY GENL. AND KING "WOULD GET THEIRS" WITHIN 

THIRTY DAYS. 

BALL INTERVIEWED DEC. SIXTEEN, SIXTYTHREE AND ADVISED HE 

HAD BEEN SO DRUNK HE HAD NO RECOLLECTION HE HAD SAID ANYTHING 

ABOUT ATTNY. GENL._ OR KING, NEVER THREATENED ANYONE, DID NOT 

OWN A GUN, AND ANY STATEMENT MADE WITHOUT INTENT. AT SUCH 

TIME BALL WAS TRUCK DRIVER FOR COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE, 

NINE ZERO FIVE E. LAFAYETTE, TAMPA. 

NO COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE LISTED IN CURRENT 

TAMPA CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES, NOR IS 

BALL. NO RECORD BALL TAMPA PD, NOR SO. 

1 - TAMPA 

Approved: __ 2:....:.::,-,-+/-t' ~~/_· ____ _ 

SpeJial Agent in Charge 

RIC$MtOH8DSSELL m 

INDEXED __ INBI!!!!! 

SER1ALIZED 07L , 
FILED -~ 

p 
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FD-,ti (Ftev. 5-22-64) 

F B I 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------:-:::---:---:------~--------l 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

(157-3231) 

(PAGE TWO) 

BALL, IN NINETEEN SIXTYTHREE, DESCRIBED WHITE, MALE, 

BORN , ROCKPORT, W. VA., SIX FT. ONE IN., 
~--------~ 

ONE SEVENTY FIVE LBS., MARRIED, WIFE AND CHILDREN RESIDED 

FOUR EIGHT ZERO ONE FIRST AVE. , PARKERSBURG, W. VA. , WHERE 

111EY RESIDED PAST TWELVE YEARS. 

PITTSBURG, AT PARKERSBURG, ASCERTAIN PRESENT LOCATION, 

WHEREABOUTS BALL AND CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE 

IF HE MAY BE IMPLICATED AS A CONSPIRATOR AND THOROUGHLY 

RESOLVE AS INSTRUCTED REBUTEL ALL SACS. 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ------M Per ______ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI WASH DC 

21~5 PM URGENT ~-27•68 CNJ 
. . 

TO DIRECTOR <~~-38861> AND PITTSBURGH 
- . . -

FROM TAMPA CL51•3231> 2P 

MURKIN 
• 

- . 

RE BUTEL ALL SACS APRIL TWENTY SIX LAST AND BUTEL TO 

TAMPA APRIL TWENTYSIX LAST• 

BUTEL TO ·yp ADVISED INFO CONTAINED JN MAIN FILES ON 
I 

- . . . 

KING THAT BY LETTER TO DIRECTOR DEC• tWENTYTHREE• SIXTHTHREE• 

TP OFFICE REPORTED THAT ONE RICHARD RUSSELL BALL ALLEGEDLY 

STATED THE ATTORNEY GENL• AND KING "WOULD GET THEIRS .. WITHIN 
... 

. . 

' THRITY DAYS• 
' -

BALL INTERVIEWED DEC• SIXTEEN• SIXTHTHREE AND ADVISED HE 

HAD BEEN SO DRUNK HE HAD NO RECOLLECTION HE HAD SAID ANYTHING 
" 

ABOUT ATTNY• GENL• OR KING• NEVER THREATENED ANYONE1 DID NOT 

OWN A &UN• AND ANY STATEMENT MADE WITHOUT INTENT• AT SUCH 

TIME BALL WAS TRUCK DRIVER FOR COASTAL REP"RIGERATION SERVICE•.· 

NINE ZERO FIVE E• LAFAYETTE• TAMPA• 

NE COASTAL REFRIGERATION SERVICE LISTED IN CURRENT 

TAMPA CITY AND TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES• NOR IS RICHARD RUSSELL 

BALL• NO RECORD BALI,, TAMPA PD• . NOR \so. 
"'fJj p. . ( Sil 1h) 

END PAGE ONE ,C,,v( ti;,,d , AMI-
SEARCHED , , 
INDEXED 
SER1A.LIZED. 4?? .... 
FILED _ €'z --· 
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PAGE TWO 

.. 

BALL• IN NINETUUO SIXTYTHREE• DESCRIBED WHITE~ MALE• 
' ' 

BORN ROCKPORT, W• VA•• SIX FT• ONE IN•• 
~--------___J 

ONE SEVENTY FIVE LBS•• MARRIED• WIFE AND CHILDREN RESIDED 
' . - . -

FOUR EI6HT ZERO ONE FIRST AVE•• PARKERSBURG• If• VA•• WHERE 

THEY RESIDED PAST TWELVE YEARS• 
\ - .. 

PITTSBURGH• AT PARKERSBURG, ASCERTAIN PRESENT LOCATI8N 

WHEREABOUTS BALL AND CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE 
-

IF KE MAY BE IMPLICATED' AS A CONSPIRATOR AND THOROUGHLY 
- -

RESOLVE AS INSTRUCTED REBUTEL ALL SACS• 

END 

GFH 
... 

FBI WASH DC 
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FBI TAMPA 

FBI PllT5BGH 

R3X PN@ 4/29/6tS UriGENT 

TO DIHECTOn ANlJ 'iANPA 

FHOM PITfSBUHGH (44-578> 

MURKIN, CH, 00: MEMPHI~• 

. I 

RAN 

SU.SPI:..CT RICHArlD RU~5ELL BALL> 

INVE.~1IGJ-\1ION PAriKEH.:,bUri.G, ... VA•, F'Ol.ih T ... ENlYSEVl!.N LAST< 

DI~CLO;:,,ED H.E~IDENCr. LOCATED Al FOUtt EIGHl ZEriOON:t. FlhST AVE>, 

NO CUH.liENl RECOHD CIT!' AND TELEPHONE DIRECfOnIE.;;s LOCATr.D 

IDENllFIABLE -I1H RICH.A.RD RuSSELL BALL. 

INVES11GA1ION AI PO~l OFFICE, PAHKE.rtSBUhG, FOUri ·l~ENltNINE< 

INSlANl, Dl~CLO!:,ED CHANGE OF ADDhl:.;:,,~ FOH BALL DATED AUGU.'.:)T 

FOUhTEEN .SIXlYFOUR, GivING NE .. ADDHE5~ OF THtttE FOlirt ~IX ZE.rlO 

DORR£EN DRIVE, LAKELAND< FLA. 

l'Al'-1PA Al LAKELAND< FLA•< Al.It..111.tP 1 TO LOCATE AND I NTErtV I Ew 

. BALL RE. INFO !;El OUT IN nEIE.L> 

\ 

, 

Ahl{lED AND DANGEHO U.S. 

A 1H MA I L t-U,J.•lP iH ::, • /,) 

Pl:..NDI i\JG • t -/;/1 I - ~J/-Je<,/IL 
f\fD.. , ,-r 

END 

. DPD 

FBI. TAMPA 

Y.f. : ,, ,' ED .... , .. 
196 
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FBI I 
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Date: '1-(1-~ /t<t- : 
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<; £ IC ✓ t D t ; /11 ,€. 
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FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in I -------l(?T:;;;yp~eiiin~p-;;;l~ai~nt-;:ex-:::;t--:o:-, =co-:--:;de-:-i) _______ _JI 
I 

Via ________ _ I 

(Priority) 

---------------- I --------------------------------L-------

'4z r, c,e. 

/ E c , tJ +,,_ C-,-+£- f} 

,4,9," e rs ,4 ·"" •
1

!S lte o ff' t. low-S 
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T ii '· 
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e .11 1. , e J; 5 :, ... 
' L 

C,4 L le(} /-fv 11 .S f--o ,,J +£ L c </f!-vY'\J' €__ 
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,.__ 

(FLL,v--JS ..A-SkcJ) IF 
ff c vVO u LO 'f-A-L k... ho 

R.., ss; G. t ( ~ : 0 , '/ff (. L- /V /) ; r £ (_l 4 w ..s J A , . D :3,o ,qR <-e 

tJU>. tz +- 1= £> f< ". H H L r o 1:, c.µ~f!111r-r7-+c tt:.. -tJ,<.9 J i,c W h o 

<]. u V ,£ "' +,. .,., t'. r,.., .. ~ s. J ,< ; 5-hf- ,_ £ Pll, . .! .,, "' I, s 7 ~ ( 1' " 1 • 

tA-NI /JA, " ,= ~, 'c. E R. CC.".<. 0 s .r /'I-I i.V ~ A-12- C z. I 'lJ f:.: + -t-6 £ ,<_ 

WA-rt-1- f., ~ 

/ti> " S f-o rJ 

n'ft"1 I' A- cfJ ~ f:=' 'C. ~ r-'D \J S.;vz 8 c~ 19" 7 ,4-N ,!) fr O ✓,"' 5 G /J /!, tee fffe.,<!1 

vlt...L)A'1 ~vsse LL L ,'.,.,',.r,t. ; ,.r /-lov5 h ,.1 l'tAY «1,£ 
l / 

tJ Y .c. • '3 -,;.. , -,- £ t .E +- y f e s £ .-./+- 13 ,;/(. J£,.. ..,, > r +. L,., ., , '.r ,,._,., 1> 

,-/o .. re n tf L ~ i <?, ( ~ (.,, 7 v ,v-.t, £,e.... r-t,. .r /"A-~£ ~,.rf) 

A ,., f) S4-;. l () u,· S JJ-0 vi S /2: D If us S- eL l- /YO f- w~t-£ D_ 
A~ Jf~.~reo..f•N c,T._,, fV\o. 

l> £ f-6 t<-1"'1 , /V £. 1 ~ ,e IJ' I's 6 LL 5 c ~ y.;. 0 f<. /r-# S' 4-S C/'f- y 
-f i ,II( £ V' t + "'-- R A V. ~s if :~IA e~ 

~a$ ft,~ z: rr +£~ v/ .c J (<..,- s s -E '- L y ll,~I),,,~ l!b ~ :. ~ bi! t-Lc w s Do t.. .s rJo +- I> ,s. .r, ; f!. 1=. 

Approved: ----:---------­
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent ______ M Per -------
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FBI WASH DC 

FBI TAMPA 

-405PM.URGENT ◄•26•68 BLW 

TO DIRECTOR• MEMPHIS• BIRMINGHAM., HOUSTO~• AND KANSAS CITY 

FROM TAMPA.<157-3231> 2P 

NURklN 

BOB FELLOWS• NEW·AN• WFLA CHANNEL THIRTEEN• 
.. , 

TAMPA ADVISED THIS DATE H! HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY 
A SOURCE• WHO·s RELIABILITY IS UN<NONN.1 AS· TO DESIRING TO 

··- . 

FIND our IF CHANNEL THIRTEEN WAS INTERESTED IN PAYING 

MONEY FOR INT!RVIEW,VITH A PERSON WHO KNEW JAMES EARL 

' FELLOWS SAID SOURCE CALLED HOUSTON• TEXAS 
- . . . . 

FOR A GEORGE RUSSELL, REPORTELY EMPLOYED IN TRAILER 

SALES• WHEN SOURCE DID NOT GET ANSWER.,~ CALLED <FNU> 

STORZ• SUPPOSEDLY EOURCE'S SISTER• WHO LIVES NEXT 

DOOR TO TRAILER SALES• SOURCE SAID GEORGE RUSSELL 

SERVED TIME IN MISSOJRI STATE PRISON AND RAS KNOWN 

RAY SOME YEARS• FELLOWS ADVISED SOURCE HIS 

TV STATION NOT INTERESTED BUT PERHAPS CBS A'n.ANTA 

MAY BE INTERESTED~ SEARCH60 __ _ 
INDEXED __ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. 
PAGE TWO 

' ' . . - - . - -

TP 157•3231 

FELLOWS THEN RECONTACTED SOURCE WHO CALLED HOUSTON 
... 

TELEPHONE MI THREE THREE THREE FIVE ZERO AND R!ACKED 
~ . . . 

RUSSELL• FELLOWS ASKED RUSSELL IF HE WOlLD TALK 
~ ,. . ··- .... . ·-

TO CBS NEWSMAN ABOUT KNOWLEDGE OF RAY AND RUSSELL 
- ·•· 

SAID• "HELL NO." FELLOWS SAID SOURCE REPORTED RUSSELL 

TO BE HER BROTHER WMO SERVED TIME IN MISSOURI STATE 

PRISON NINETEEN FIFTYSEVEN,UNTIL NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN• 

TAMPA OFFICE RECORDS SHOW JUAREZ ROETTGER CALLED 
- • I •• ..... 

TAMPA OFFICE NOVEMBER NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN AND ADVISED 

BROTHER GEORGE WILLIAM RUSSEU.• LIVING IN HOUSTON• MAYBE 
. . .. . I 

WANTED BY FBI• TELETYPE SENT BUREAU• ST• LOUIS AND 
·- ·- - - - , . -

HOUSTON NOVEMBER NINETEEN~ .. NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN UNDER 
. ~ . . . . 

HJ S NAME AND BUREAU AND ST• LOUIS ADVI SD RUSSELL NOT 

WANTED• 

KANSAS CITY A,T JEFF'ERSON CITY• MO DETERMINE 
~ 

IF RUSSELL SERVED TIME WITH RAY• 

HOUSTON INTERVIEW RUSSELL AS FORMER FELLOW PRISONER 

OF' RAY AS FELLOWS DOES NOT DESIRE SOURCE. <JUAREZ ROETTGER>. 

BE INVOLVED• 

END 

6FH 

FBI WASH DC 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



TO 

FROM 

(157-3~31) DATE: 4/26/68 

.At 7:50 Pr-:, this Jate, t,Jr3. J/1.,RSZ 1{'-}•~T·<:;:_,~o, 1713 :_;agasta 
_:_;t., Tc1 .. upa, tel,:::phone 248-2742, tele:rhc)nic- 1 

... ly cont:icted this 
Of -~-; CP ·-1n·,.:i ,. d'I'.,.-~ sec1 as .r.01 1 o-r-1.-:• • -- -L - c;. -. .. J d \/ ~'-- .,. .L J... ' '> • 

Rn:~ 110G1~'. advised t :1::.1 t she re. .e::.ved infor;.,~ati ,n froLc one 
of h i:~r s j s t er s in II ous ton , Texas ton i(~ ht t 11&: t b. <'.~ r bro t h -:~ r, . . "/ 

, ·--~· 
GS·)~~:.GE r:rILJ".J .~i ,":::s1r::LL, (see Tampa reference 88-0-507) ar·rested •.· Y: 
hy r~:,I, Ho ston, this date ir.. connecti ,n ~:.1it~1. c,.c:pti ·ned matter 
and accord in .. ·_ to s :Ls ter b 1 s ed ou inf orrnatic-Jn furnished by 
R.oettgr--r to F-r,,I. Roettg·-•r renuested thc1t this office attempt 
to cl e. term in e if b or t :1e r in f d ct a rre s te d a nd if r os .c:; i b 1 e to 
a rl v.; S' D t1°r,,.., <'')f s - ➔ ···•e '--- J_ ...__ , v c.L.L .- e 

/1.bove in['.JrlLi~iti rt clisc'lssed ..-,:rith Sup-~rvisor n,:::langer and 
S 1:asy, acting for Super"Iisor ;':/ 4 this d tP, and determined 
Houston already advised re illJSJELL per infonJoti~1 received 
from Tnmpa televisbn ner,Jsman \•,rho t·ec:·i vc~d his in '.c) r~ilati, n from 
R.oe ttger. 

'-""11hrrt.: t tP __ d for" -~ n.r- orri1 '3t; ·,n i.J .. ,_. J_ _ .L ..L , ... L( _,_. e 

SEANCHfn 

. . . '. t .. :; ,• . . -

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the P"Yf:Oll S4flitigs Pltm-·- -: :\-,'; ~ -. 1t\\/~t,_:.;iii_'tlfki 
... · - .: .. ,.·.'.. '.;, .:·.'. :~'.~. ·~::.:.:.~/,:~--~~l -"~.[s~iL:,~:·;_j{~sk~;x~:t,;· _ _- .. '. -,;~·-:>fi;i~i1Ili~t:si}~~~;~'• ¼i::~{t;<-, 
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FBI 1At.'1PA 

1252Piv.i uriGl!.N! 4-87-68 KOb 

FrlOM HOU~10~ <44-1509) 

i.viURKI N; Grl 

RE TAMPA l'EL lODAY 

INTERVIEwSD BY: HO0~'lON, AJ?rtIL l'wENlY FIVE, LA~f. 

END 

~TK 

FBI TJ-iM.P.A 

• 
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FD-3b (f-tev. 5-22-64) . ,. I 
F B I 

Date: 4/27 /68 

.j . 

I 
I 
t 
I 
I 
t 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ______ P_L_A-:-:-IN _____ -:-----~--------ii' 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 

Via __ T_E_L_E_TY_P_E _________ U_R_G_E_N_T __ ---,-______ -----4
1 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DI~CTOR FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: (P) 

RE BUTEL ·'APR TWENTYSIX LAST CONCERNING JOHN D. HAGAN. 

TP TWO TWO ONER, ON APR. TWENTY SIX LAST, STATED HE 

RECALLED REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO HAGAN WHICH WAS MADE AUG. TWO, 

SIXTYFIVE, AT MEETING OF FORMER FLORIDA PIONEER CLUB, AN 

INDEPENDENT KLAN AT ORLANDO, FLA., TO EFFECT THAT UNKNOWN 

MALE IN ALA. TO DO AWAY WITH KING IN FLA. OR WASHINGTON,D.C. 

TWO TWO ONER ALSO STATED HAGAN PROBABLY GOT THIS ALLEGED 

INFO FROM LAWRENCE D. HARRELL, ELDERLY FORMER KLANSMAN WHO 

IS NOW REPORTEDLY SENILE. TWO TWO ONER UNABLE TO FURNISH 

FUR'mER DETAILS AND HAS NO REASON TO THINK HAGAN INVOLVED 

IN ANY CONSPIRACY TO MURDER KING. 

l - Atlanta (AM) 
~ Memphis (44-1987) (AM) 

/ 4/ Tampa (l - l 70-75A) 
· .____,- (l - l 70-69A) 

TCA~h 
(6)l':/ 

(l - l 70-201A) 
SEARCHiO __ _ 
INDEXED __ ___ 
SERIALIZED~ 
f:LtD _§ __ . __ 

-o l 
Sent __ t> ___ f_ M Per ___ Q __ ~--------

:3 :l- 3 / - 3 )..,3 
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FD-3b tev. 5-22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in ------~;-;:::;----:---:----~-------..ll 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via _______ _ I 

(Priority) I 
------------------------------------------------L-------

(157-3231) 

(PAGE TWO) 

JOHN DAVIS HAGAN, BUFILE ONE FIVE SEVEN - ONE SIX 

SEVEN SEVEN, INTERVIEWED IN SIXTYFIVE BY FBI, PHOTOGRAPHED 

ABOUT SAME TIME, AND HAD HAD LITTLE KLAN ACTIVITY SINCE. 

HAGAN AND WIFE ARE NOMINAL MEMBERS OF ORANGE COUNTY CITIZENS 

COUNCIL, ALTHOUGH HAGAN HIMSELF SELDOM ATTENDS. 

ON APR. TWENTYSEVEN, TP TWO TWO TWO RAND TP TWO EIGHT 

:EOUR R, WHO KNOW HAGAN, HAD NO INFO REGARDING ANY CONSPIRACY 

ON HAGAN' S PART. 

THESE THREE TAMPA SOURCES STATE HAGAN HAS RESPONSIBLE 

JOB WITH ORLANDO UTILITIES COMMISSION, ORLANDO, IS NOT 

LIKED BY KLANSMEN BECAUSE OF HIS DOMINEERING WAYS, AND 

THEY ALSO SAY HE IS A "LONER". 

INFORMANTS SHOWN PHOTO OF JAMES EARL RAY, IO NO. FOUR 

ONE EIGHT TWO, BUT UNABLE TO IDENTIFY HIM. 

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS AND ATLANTA. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 
Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

FBI WASH DC 
•· 

StOI PM URGENT 4•27•68 CNJ 

TO DIRECTOR <4~•3886> 

FROM TAMPA <157-3231> CP> 

MURKIN 

.. 

RE BUTEL APR TWENTYSIX LAST CONCERNING JOHN D• HAGAN• 
. . 

TP TWO TWO ONE R, ON APR• TWENTY SIX LAST• STATED HE 
. ! 

RECALL!O REMARK ATTRIBUTED TO HASAN WHICH WAS MADE AU6• rwo. 
. .· 

SIXTYFJVE, AT MEETING OF FORMER FLORIDA PIONEER a..ua. AN J . 

INDEPENDENT KLAN AT ORLANDO• FLA•• TO EFFECT THAT UNKNOWN 
. . 

NALE IN ALA• TO DO AWAY WITH KING IN FLA• OR WASHINGTON.- D• c: 
TWO TWO ONER ALSO STATED HAGAN PROBABLY GOT TRIS ALLEGED 

.. -

INFO FROM LAWRENCE D• HARRELL• ELDERLY FORMER KLAN9'AN WHO 
. . 

IS NOW REPORTEDLY SENILE• TWO TWO ONER UNABLE TO FURNISH 
. 

FURTHER DETAILS AND HAS NO REASON TO THINK HAGAN INVOLVED 

IN ANY CONSPIRACY TO MURDER KING• 

END PASE ONE 

SEARCHiO __ _ 
INDEXED __ __ 
SERtALIZED_4~-
FlLED ~ 

... 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JOHN DAVIS HAGAN, BUFILE ONE 'IVE SEVEN• ONE SIX 

SEVEN SEVEN• INTERVIEWED IN SIXTHFIVE BY tll• PHOTOGRAPHED 
. -

ABOUT SAME TIME, AND HAD HAD LITTLE KLAN ACTIVITYSJNCE• 

HASAN AND WIFE ARE NOMINAL MEMBERS OF ORANGE COUNTY CITIZENS 

COUNCIL, ALTMOUGH HAGAN HIMSELF SELDOM ATTENDS• 

ON APR• TWENTYS&:VEN• TP TWO TWO TWO RAND TP TWO EIGHT 
.... , .. 

FOUR R• WHO KNOW HAGAN, HAD NO INFO REGARDING ANY CONSPIRACY 
... 

ON HAGAN'S PART• 
I . 

THESE THREE TAMPA SOURCES STATE HASAN HAS RESPONSIBLE 
. . . 

JOB WITH ORLANDO UTILITIES COMMISSION., ORLANDO, IS NOT 
' . . . . , 

LIKED BY KLAN!MAN BECAUSE OF HIS DOMINEERING WAYS. AND 

THEY ALSO SAY HE IS A LONER"• 

INFORMANTS SHOWN PHOTO or JAMES EARL RAY• 10 NO. FOUR 
, - , 

ONE EIGHT TWO, BUT UNABLE TO IDENTIFY HIM• 
. . 

.AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS AND ATLANTA• 

END 

GFM 

FBI WASH DC 

/ 
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• 
FBI IAl1PA 

445 PM UHGEN'f 4/26/6b GFH 

FkOM DlkECfOH 44-38861 2P 

NUH.KIN 

THE F'OLLO~vING INFOHi."lATION CONlAINt..D IN THE i'w'.iAIN FILE ON KING: 

BY LE11E.R lO LdE DIRECTOH., DECl!.i'•ibE.h f\ltE:Nf¥THt{'l:.:, NINE'!EEN SlXTY­

THfdiE, YOU REt-iOrlTE.D lHAT ONE HI CHAHD HU.::i~ELL .. ,· L ALLE.GEDLY .::>'l'All:.JJ )2J+,t.t" 

~I THIN lHinl't 

DAY~• HE hEPOHTEDL't APPEAiiED Af YOUH. OFFIGE. AND ~AID HE MADE THE~~ 
C:. "7-- y_ c. '1-

srATEi111ENls wHIL£ Ht: ~,A~ DliUNK (51:..E tOuri FILE .SIX TWO - FOUrt ~IX IwO). 
l<.N\\.e,t_ ,,.. 

fa~ IELET"iPE AUGU:C,f H,O, NINETEEN :;,JX'l¥-Fl\/£, 'lOu;Et!fJ
1
:(0,~h-

i•iAfION Fll.O!VJ lAi'lPA TWO TWO ONl:. H CFhOlJ) Ti--!AT JOHN D• i--! 'At OF lHE a«,.__ 
FLORI DA p I ONEEn CLUb ( Dl!;~GHLoE.lJ A~ !NlJEPE.NlJl!.~I KLA~ GnOU?} CLAINED 

AN UNKNOWN NALE IN ALABA~11i\ tvAS ALLEGEDLY APPOINTED TO DO AwA'f 

T,i;!TH KING IN FLOhIDA OH vdL:,HlNGl'ON, D• c., A'l 50i•JE iJNKNO~i\J LiALt.:• 

ALIHOUGH 5ulJJECT RAY HA~ BEEN IDENTlFll-..1.J i-1~ lHf.. A.S5AIL.ANT, 'iOU 

END PAG~ ONE 
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t 

SHOULD CONDUl!I INVE.SlIGAlION 10 Dl!.lERL~lINE IF ANY OF TH~ ABOVE i11Grll 

lJE I i"lPLI CAl.c.D A':> A CON.SP I RAT On• 

AIRMAIL GOPIE~ TO l'4EiYiPHI.:,• ·ARMED.A.ND DANG:t.:hOLl~• 

END 

BLW 

FBI 1At~1PA 

TUX 
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• 1• 

1 

. .1 L.. 

a Y.Li... 

LiL is 

- L I 

L\. 

PAY l') 

55 1&" 

•..L a 

I....L 14 

1. t — 

r5-T1-LovI.'1,'r11 1I'4 
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·,=-- ::,:•·• '.· ·£;Ater .:.;;4-. 
,.' > --._,, ..... • ·,-.:~ ,_.,:;.·~---·.-,< .. ,' -~ ~•"·:··-:-:.-,.·;_:_,_ 

,y .. 1 • _ ~,: •v e ~•,.- , , , - ,: .,., 

-~t~-follo~ing in -~- . ' '• PLAIN·.~:: ' i . , lo: 
~~~-:~' .. , .. ,_ . _ (Type in plaintext or code) .. I.,,; 

,,~\,:· TEIETYPE URGENT ·1· ·, 
h~•,:,•,;•.· . . -----------,-.-------~ 

· (Priority) I ".i . 
- . L •;:,;,,,.,:r·-~ - - - -~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -.- - - - - - - - - -- - - - . ·- -·{r-

,,'c;•:. 'TQ • SAC, NEII\RK ( 44-854) 
f:l~{:\:_{_·::'( '. 
~\t;~•M: SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) (P) 

{t\T: -_ MURKIN, ca. oo MEMPHIS 
:~..:::-~--.. , .. ~'.· :- . 

it{;:; ' RE NEWARK TEL APRIL TWENTY S.M:N INSTANT mo :, 

.:_"·_·_,_='!!-_:~-~ ;?:·-~'TEL. APRIL ·TWENTY SEVEN I~STANT .__ · · -"_-, 
J~~:-~"?\ -- \:_ -· - . . . ~e-: ~9 ~s: p ~ "ii' - . _. . __ 
.t!~(·_· '.,:-;·. - . JIM CORB·ETT, F :EET SALES MANAGE:R, BILL CURRIE ·p. __ _ 
~;\~r-\,: __ , -~~-- . - -: - ~~\ ~~: ~~,~~ 

TAMPA·ADVISED HAS NO RECOLLECTION AND UNABLE TO LOGATE.Altfff 

.. -··akcoRQ _AS TO DISPOSITION OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH OWN~1i'·~,/!f 
. -. '- ·,. > ""'\f . 

. -.c·AU'tQMOTIVE RENTALS, INC. ·STATES TONY CREA, ,AUTOH:>TIVE 
, . 

INC., _PENNSAUKEN, N.J • WOULD HAV~ COMPLETE INFO AND WILJ.,.:.· 

FOLLOWING DATA TO LOCATE THE RECO~D. PURCHAS£ OR.Dal NUMB .. ..: 
_ .. · . . . . . ; /f~ .: 

THREE SIX ZERO DASH TWO TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO A.,· COVERING · PIJRC _ · 
• ~ ~ :• - • ·. ~I:_,✓ • 

·op s.IXTY EIGHT GALAXIE AND VEHICLE NUMBER THREE SIX -zEa.~:~» 
- . -, 

· .. TWO TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO AS NUMBER OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH_.:.~:; 

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS. 

1 - Tampa 
·1 ~ MEMPHIS 
JJG;jjg 
(2) 

' ...:..~.-

SEARCHED··, .j~-. 

_ INDEXED -. :-
SERIALIZED:- . ,· •~ 0 

. ALEO:· .. · . · ·,-~\ 
··--·=- .. -~-, ··_:\~-,.,~~<:-~:·L~:~·~f,i;i\•·:·· 
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t ' FBI NEWARK 

FBI TAMPA 

8~0 PM URGENT 4/27/68 ALS 
.. 

TO NEWARK <~~-854> 

FROM TAMPA Ct S1•3231 > CP> 

.. 

MURKIN• CR• 001 ME• 

RE NEWAR·K TEL APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT AND TAMPA. TEL 

APRIL TWENTY SEVEN INSTANT• 
' . . 

REt NINETEEN SIXTY•FIVE PLYMOUTH STATION WAGON• 

JIM CORBETT• FLEET SALES MAN.AGER, BILL CURRIE FORD• TAMPA• 

ADVISED HAS NO RECOLLECT,JON AND UNABLE TO LOCATE ANY RECORD AS 

TO DISPOSITION OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH OWNED BY AUTOMOTIVE 
. . 

RENTALS• INC• STATES TONY CREA, AUTOMOTIVE RENTALS. INC•• 

PENNSAU<EN, N•J• WOULD HAVE COMPLETE INFO AND WILL NEED 

FOLLOWING DATA TO LOCATE THE RECORDt PURCHASE ORDER NlltBER 
-.• -

THREE SIX ZERO• TWO TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO A, COVERING PURCHASE OF 

SIXTY EJGHT GALAXIE AND VEHIQ..E NtMBER THREE SIX ZERO• TWO 

TWO ZERO FOUR ZERO AS NUMBER OF SIXTY FIVE PLYMOUTH• 
,. 

AIRMAILL COPY TO MEMPHIS• 

END 

JON 

FBI NEWARK 

TU CLR X 
SEARCHED __ _ 
INDEXED __ _ 
SERIALIZED~ 
FILED . 
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·I 

\ 
I ,, ., 

. ,·, 
' ~; .. , 

1 
~ 

Fbl TAi.viPA 

~ 
~ FBI NEV.Ari!<. 

~ 114:i 
~ ~ 

~ UhGENf 4/27/68 PAC 

t 
--, 10 lANPA AND .::iAVANNAH 

FhOM N£WARK (44-8~4> CP> 

l•iUHKI N 

i 

HE .:;;AVANNAH flL 10 JAC.KbONVILLE, APhlL l'wEN1Y .SIX, LA;:,1 

\ RE JACK~ONVILLE AND NK !EL~, APriIL T~ENIY ~IX, LAS1•, 
'· ·~ ~ 

i{- j FOR I~l-~O fAI'•lPA, i'i NINE.1£EN SIX'l'i. ~EVE~ Oh .SIXlY t.:IGH'i 'f '~ 
:'·: ri BHOi.\'N FLYf•10UlH,. !:ilATION W~O~, BEA~~~G F~A -:~-C~~.S~~~~~E; 

'~1' _I'\ .a. -- ... _________ -----. 
~ I~ --------- -- -- ----------

i ~ '!( E. FIVE. :, I A FOOR lHhJ,;E. 6E.l:.N B t MAN IN .SAVANNAh, GA•, AP h IL 
~ i ~ ·-- --:- -,- ---- --:·· 
J \~'--\ Tr~lENlY .:::iIX, LA.ST, B£ING DiH VE.N b'f MJ\N D~~CHIBED A~ 

: ~ 

; "l"-~ H.E~£iv1BLI NG .SubJ~C-L JALvLE~ EAriL AA'i • J'.ACK~ONv I LLt LE.ArtNldJ 
. '~ I\: 
; ~ LIC!,;N.SE. 1HrlE!,; E. FIVE :>IA FOUR fHrlEE. hEGI:>H .. ntD iO HE.Nh'i .1 I ERWIN, JR., IN C/0 OF' ALl!Oi'10nvt RE.NIAL,' INC •• :C,EVl!.N FOUh 

; 

1 

1 { ON!,; ONE MAPLE. AVE•• Pl:..N!\J:if\UKE.i,, N.J., FOh CAR HAVING VIN 
' \ 

,J 1 ~ f' TWO FIVE lWO n,;O .:>IX :>EVJ:.N ;:,IX £.l:.RO t:IGH!. 
' ~ -- - ....._,_ ---_' I _____. ~-- .- . _........,_ .. - ----- --

" ~ "-. n• .r{0l'Ttl'1, ~l:.h:VICE DEPAHl'N£J"J'1, .MG;;:,., ALiiOf,·10TivE ttENlAL~, 

0~ . ) J ~El\/ ll< :>AU li.l,.N, ;:,A I l,J CO m, AN t ifr. CO hD::, :>!:W ~, FLA • LI C tN:, E. l Hhl!. t/:? ~ -;;I 

0-_ ''~t~- l VE ;:, l X FU Utt !Hr;E.l,. ON A Nl(l1!,; ! tE.N ;:, U, Jt Fl Vt .t-L foOu l EA m .... z:;: ... ~DEJ\ 

: f'-.7~ , . ·v'• O o~ .. --;, ,.__ t..·u· 'Ar-,; _ _ _ ,_,sE_RIALIZED .............. .FILED,; .. ,.;;;) .. ,.,. 
·- -.· ~1\vO .. ~,JI:..,';: .. \vllH VIN ~Ai•H:~ A;;; ABOVl:.;. fH.AT CAti FO MEnLNDR 9 ...,,19noV 

J!t.t .\ ;_; • ..,o 
·"i 

,., · fBI - TAMPA 
END P.i'.\GE ONi:.. 
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·' 

' 

' 

] 
l 

. ' 

PAGE. TWO 

OAKITE PROD0Cf5, INC., ERWIN RE~ILJE~ lHhEE lExO NINE bEN 

AVON DH., lEMPLE lEHHACt, FLA• IN DtCE.t•1bEh, NINElEE.N ~IXTY 

FOR A NINETEEN .'.:)! xrt EI GHl YELLOW FORD n.~o DOOH H.AnlJlOJ? 

BUu~ING FALA. LI CEN~E lHnE.E. E FOUH NINE S~VEN THhEE FOUti• 

ON JANUARY EIGHT, NINETEEN SIX'l't EIGHT, IN~lAN l NINElEt.N 

SIXTY FIVE PLYt1lOUrH SOLD B'i Al/lONOllVE hENlAL.:> 10 C AND R 

AU'fO SALES, FOUR THtd:!~E; ONt. .::>IX FLORIDA AVl!.., lAi:•lPA, FLA. -------- . -~ 

riUlfErl UNABLl:.: fO FIN~D RE.CORD OF FLOrtlDJ'.1 LICE.N.SE fHhE:E ~ 

Fl VE SIX FOUR IHriE.E EVE.li bEING ON CAh OlHEn THAN Di:..~ChlBED 

NINETEEN ~IXlY FIVE PL"tMOuTH ;:,~DAN• 

AUTO SALES PrU!;SENJ OwNEh OF lN~lANl N lNElEtN .:,I Ali FI VE. 

THH.El!.• lHERt:AFlEri, CONDUCf AFPRO~HIATE INVE.SllGATION 

END PAGE l v,O 
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.::, 
~~ J 

., . .., 
i:,;fl~: ... 

', ~·. 
~ .. 

. ·.:, 
::, ·> 
' ~ 

. i(J 

.l 
··i 

I 

(~~, 

1 

TO DE1EHNI NE: IF f ril;., MAN I~ I 1Jl:.N1 I CAL Ve' I TH· 5UBJEC'l 

AB.NED AND DANG~hOu~. 

END 

CNJ 

FbI lAMPA 

X 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

-· • 
FBI 

Date: 4/24/68 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit he following in ------------------------11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I AIRTEL Via _________ _ 

(Priority) I 
________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861) 

FRO~I: SAC OKLA:IOMA CITY (44-686) -P­

MURKIN 
00 i'.,fE>fPH IS 

Re Tampa airtel to Director 4/16/68; in case entitled 
"JOII:~ A. CIIA~!BLEE, RACIAL I~FOR1'-1A:1T, 09 JACKSON" the following 
references: .Jackson ai rtel to Oklahoma City 3/23/65, Oklahoma 
City airtel to Jackson 3/29/65; in case entitled "WHITE K>IIGH1SOF 
KU KLUX KLA:J OF i'-IISSISSIPPI, RACIAL MATTER" the following referenc s: 
Jackson airtel_ to Bureau 4/2/65, Oklahoma City airtel to Bureau~ 
4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau 4/8/65, Jackson airtel to Bureau 
4/22/65, Phoenix airtel to Jackson 4/27/65, and Oklahoma City 
airtel to Bureau 5/17/65. 

Enclosed herewith for the information purposes to 
.Jackson and Atlanta, is one copy of Tampa airtel to Director, 
4/16/68, for background information. 

Set forth hereafter is a recanitulation of investiaatio . ~ 

concerning DONALD EUGENE SPARKS (former Top Ten Fugitive) and 
his allegedly being offered money by the Ku.Klux Klan of Mississio i 
to r ~1n -:-- .,. R,....T,.T • U,.,.,'TEn Tl'T'-'"' Tn • ., 964 - · mu ( ... r ur. :\uL i 1."' L u1 ~1"- l\.1,-.H_, 1 ,J 1,. , in .i. · • 

Jackson Division by airtel to the Bureau 4/2/65 in 
case ";~HITE K~'l'IGHTS OF KU KLUX KLA>I OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL :-fATTER" 

3 
1 
2 
1 
2 

CD 
3 

Bureau 
Atlanta ( In f0)(Enc. 1) 
Birmingham 
Jackson (InfoJ(Enc. 1) 
Memphis 
Tamra (Info) (157-3231) 
Oklahoma City (2-44-686) 

G\~S :JRI 
( 13) 

(1-170-5) 

Approved: ___________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

SEARCHED-,---JNDEXE 
SERIALIZElE:::z-JflEO ~ . 

APR2 7 19 -

Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 
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forwarded to the Bureau an original and 7 ·copies of a 
letterhead memorandum showing information received from 
JO!IN ARTHUR CHAMBLEE, a detective of the .Jackson, Mississippi 
Police Department, considered by Jackson a reliahle indi­
vidual who is acquainted with members or former members of 
the WKKKKOM. CHA~@LEE, in reporting this information that 
was ove rhea rel as general rumor among Kl ans men and he di <l not 
know the source, was doubtful of its truthfulness. 

The information in substance was that on 3/ 1 7 /65, 
CHAMBLEE advised that he had received unverified information 
that in 1964, the original Knights of the KKK of Mississippi 
had hired a "killer" from the State of Oklahoma to murder 
MARTIN LUTflER KING, JR. when KING was in Jackson, ~-1ississippi. 
This "killer" was known as "T\vO JU:-IPS" and came to .Jackson, 
Mississippi to "case" the layout and while in Jackson, stayed 
at the Terryrnore Motel. He was to use a high-powered rifle 
w i th t e 1 e s cop i c s i g ht s • Th is de a 1 a 1 I c g e d 1 y f e 11 th rough \v hen _ 
the Klansmen could not raise the $13 ,ooo demanded by "Ti\/0 JU~-1PS." 

CHAMBLEE also reported "TWO JUMPS" was allegedly 
also the killer of a Bureau Top Ten fugitive later identified 
as .JOH:'! GIBSON DI LLO:J. "TWO JU\fPS" allegedly ki 1 led DILLON 
at the Flamin,go ~1otel in Jackson, Mississippi and thereafter 
transported the body to Oklahoma or Kansas where it was dumped 
in an o 1 d we 11 • 

The Oklahoma City Division by airtel of 4/8/65, 
advised Bureau and Jackson Division that complete background 
in the case involving Top Ten Fugitive JOHN GIBSON DILLO~ 
did not substantiate that DILLO~ was killed in Mississinni. 
From facts available to Oklahoma City, it was doubtful l~ fact 
i f DI LL O ~1 was k i 11 e d in !,Ii s s i s s i p n i . - . 

The Jackson Division on 4/2/65 interviewed PCI CLE~~IE 
JOE BUCdA.\JA.\J, described by .Jackson as a notorious confidence 
man and gambler who had at that time been under development 
as an informant of the Jackson Division for some two Months. 

-2-
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BUCHA'lA:'-1 was asked if he knew .an individual 
named D0:-IALD SPARKS or GENE SPARKS to which he promptlv 
replied, "Who, T!VO .JU~,IPS?" He was thereafter shown a·:· 
photo~raph of DO~ALD EUGE~E SPARKS, Tulsa, Oklahoma Police 
Depa rt men t ~umber 3 82 2 4 da tc d September 7, 196 3. B UCi-lA>1 AN 
promptly identified this photograph of SPARKS as being 
identical to the person he has known for many years as 
"TWO .JU~-1PS." BUCIIA:-IA:-1 Nent on to relate that SPARKS got 
the nickname of "TWO .JUc-fPS from his ability as a cowboy 
and according to B UCIIA:-1A~, SP ARKS was an e xce 1 lent · nb roricho 
buster" and could ride almost any horse. BUCHA~A:-1 considered 
SPARKS to be an extremely hard and tough individual who would 
not hesitate to kill anvone. Extensive investipation was , -. 
conducted in several field offices to concretely identify 
"TWO JU~,•IPS" and from the identification of PCI CLE~\iIE JOE 
BUCHA'.'IA'I, Jackson, Mississippi, it was felt that DONALD 
EUGENE SAPRKS was iclen tic al to "TWO JU~·IPS." 

Investigation by the Jackson Division at the 
Te rrymore >fote 1 in Jacks on f ailed to dis close any re gist ration 
that could be identified as being that of SPARKS. In addition 
to the above identification of SPARKS as "T11'10 JU\IPS", Phoenix 
CI PX 737-C was interviewed at Phoenix on 1/26/65. This 
informant advised he knew DO~ALD EUGE~E SPARKS and was well 
aware that SPARKS' nickname is "TWO JUMPS." 

Based on this identification on 5/14/65, an 
attempt was made to interview DO:IALD EUGE~IE SPARKS, Inmate 
Number 71755, at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary. Following 
his being advised of his rights, SPARKS stated at the outset 
he would not furnish any information. He did deny being 
contacted by anyone at any time to commit a murder and said he 
did not kill anyone for money or any other reason. lie denied 
ever being hired by anyone in the South and specifically in 
Mississippi to commit any r.1urder. He denied knowing anyone 
connected with the Ku Klux Klan. 

SPARKS at this time stated he had never cooperated 
with any police ~ficers and did not intend to start doing 
so now. He said he had been contacted by numerous officers 
and would appreciate it if police officers would not bother 
him ag~in since they wasted his time, as he was working in the 
plumbing shop in the Penitentiary and could hot be away from 
his job. SPARKS terminated the interview by getting up and 
leaving the room. 

-3-
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By airtel to the Bureau dated 5/17/65, in 
case "WHITE K~IGHTS OF KU KLUX KLA:-1 OF MISSISSIPPI, RACIAL 
MATTER", the Bureau was advised of the attempted interview 
with SPARKS. Additionally, 9 copies of an FD 302 dated 
5/17 /65, was furnished to the Jackson Division. This showed 
the interview with SPARKS. At that time, it was the considered 
opinion of Agents that had worked cases involving SPARKS, 
his associates, and Agcn ts who handled the former case 
involving former Top Ten Fugitive JOrIN GIBSON DILLON, that 
information that SPARKS was hired to kill MARTIN LUT-IIER KING, JR. 
and that he di<l kill DILLON was not accurate nor truthful 
information. It was pciinted out that following DILLON' s 
murder there was a massive amount of rumor, speculation and 
hearsay information circulated among the criminal element 
concerning the death of DILLON. It was this hearsay information 
that was probably being reported by Jackson's informant in.all 
honesty. 

The Bureau's attention is directed to the fact that 
HERMIT EUGENE WING, aka, ~\JTI-RACKETEERING, is the subject 
of a current pending file, Oklahoma City 92-588, Bureau file 
92-9329. He is an Oklahoma ex-convict, Burglar, Armed Robber, 
who travels extensively throughout the United States. He was 
last interviewed by Bureau Agents, 3/5/68, where he was living 
at Bartlesville, Oklahoma. He was at that time employed at 
Jeanie's LoQ~ge in Bartlesville. 

LEADS 

ATLA.'lTA, JACKSON k'lD TAr-:JPA DI VISION (I~FORMATIO>l) 

Information copies of this communication are 
being furnished to Divisions above in the event additional 
inquiry appears necessary. 

BI RM I~~ G H A~t DI VI S I ON 

At Fort Payne, Alabama 

Although DO~ALD EUGE~E SPARKS is notorious for his 
failure to cooperate with police officers, it is suggested an 
attempt be made to interview him concerning his using the name 
"TWO JUMPS" and being offered money by the Ku Klux Klan of 
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Mississippi in 1964 to murder Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, .JR. 
An attempt s haul d be made in the interview with SP ARKS 
to determine if he is at all familiar with JAMES EARL RAY, 
present fugitive being sought for the murder of Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, .JR., and exhibit photograph of RAY to him. 

JA~•1ES EARL RAY SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND 
D.~\JGE ROUS. 

-5-
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F B I 

Date: 4/26/68 

' I 
I 
I 
t 
I 
I 

' I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in _________ __..._P ...... L ..... A ..... J ...... NT-.-F ...... XT~-:-----------1
1
1 

(Type in plaintext or code) 
I 
I 

. · 1 

I Via _ ___.TE..1,;•._... T~Y ...... T ..... YP ........... Tl' __ _ JIBGEN7 
(Priority) . I 

. I ------------------------------------------------~------- -
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI, SAC, MIAMI, AND SAC, ST. LOUIS 

FROM: SAC, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) (3PP). 

MURKIN. CR. 

· RE ATLANTA TEL DATED APRIL TWENTYFOUR, Nll'.LTEEN SIXTY 

EIGHT; SPRINGFIELD TELEPHONE CALL TO MIAMI APRIL TWX:NT~lFIVF, NI~T. 

TEEN SIXTY EIGHT. 

RE.PAUL ALVIN JR., AKA. 

FOR Tiffi INFORMATION OF THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION, ONE 

__ LE__..W.IE.~ ..... ...._...;;..;_~•\•rD_A_CONFINED COUNTY JAIL, MARIFT'fA, GEORGIA, 

ON .ARMED ROBBERY CONVICTION INTERVIEWED. DOWDA WAS ACQUAINTED 

WITH RAY AT MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THREE "fIARS, ENDING 

SEPTEMBER TWE~"TYTHREE, NINETE_EN SIXTY SIX, WHF.N DOWDA RELEASED. 

DOWDA STATED RA_Y WAS DOPE ADDICT, USING INJEGTIONS A~1) WAS 

ADDICTED PRIOR TO INCARCERATION •. RAY USED AMPHETIMIN"E. DOWDA 

BrATED HAROLD SCHAEFFER, GUARD ON GATE AT THE PRISON, WAS FRIENDL~ 

WITH RAY AND BELIEVED BY SOME TO BE SELLING THE AMPHETIMINE. DOt A 

.CLAIMED RAY HAD {JNK.i.'IOWN OUTSIDE SOURCE OF INCOME TO SUPPORT A 

THIRTYFIVE TO FORTY DOLLAR PER WEEK DOPEHABIT AS WELL AS FIFTEEN 

TO TWE~"'TY DOLLARS PIR WEEK OTHER EXPENDITURES. DOWDA CLAIMS THRE 

NEGRO PRISO!mRS KILLED IN PRISON AFTER PROTESTING DEMIAL OF BLACK 
. .I ~7 ./ 3~;;1 3 , - J~fr __ ., 

1 - Springfield (44-561) -
C!)- Tampa (AM) 

Approved: __________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-36 (ReY. 5-22-64) . .. . 

:... 

F B· I 

Date: 

• 

Transmit the following in ----------------:----~--------11 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I· 

Via ________ _ 
I (Priority) 

------------------------------------ -- -- _____ L _______ -. 

PAGE TWO. 

MriSLII\IS TO WORSHIP. Cr.A!MED RAY KILLED THE NEGROES OR KNOW WHO DtD, 

. DESCRIBED RAY AS RACIST WHO FEL'r ALL NEGROES IN THAT PRISON SHOUL. 

BE KILLED AND SAID RAY 1-IADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS TO EFFECT IF PRICF 

WAS RIGHT WOULD KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING. DOWDA STATED RAY'S 

CLOSEST FRIEND IN PRISON WAS NEIL ABBEY (PHONETIC) WHO HANDLED 

DOPE AND GOT RAY A JOB IN THE KITCHEN. DOWDA DOES NOI' KNOW 1'"E IL 

ABBEY'S PRESENT WHEREABOUTS BUT ABBEY WAS AT ONE TI!v1E CHIEF COOK 

AT THE PRISONo ANOTHER CLOSE FRIEND WAS DONALD DEAN RIGGER FROM 

CALIFORNIA WHOSE WIFE WAS A PSYCHIATRIST AT NAPA S'l'ATE HOSPITAL · 

LOCATED ABOVE SAN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. DOWDA STATED RAY 

WOULD ONLY HAVE AN ADDRESS FOR HIM IN CARE .. OF DOWDA 'S FATHER, 

CHARLES ALFRED DOWDA, · FOR11ERLY . R0U1'E ON""£, . SAN"FORD, FLOR IDA, . BTJT 

PRESENTLY O~'E ONE ZERO SOUTH CHANDLER STREET, DELAND, FLORIDA, 

• DOWDA DENIES CONTACT IN A~-Y MAN~"'!:R WITH RAY SINCE DOWDA 'S 

RELEASE. STATED ANOTHER FOR~IF._R INMATE, PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR., AKA 
. . 

PAUL 4LVIN CARTER, THIRTY.FOUR BARBODOS DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, WEST ALM 

BEACH;2FLORIDA, WAS FRIENDLY WITH RAY AND DOWDA SAW ~IL EARLY l 
MARCH, SIXTY EIGHT, BUT NO MENI'ION MADE OF RAY. DOWDA HAS NO IDFl1 

I 

I ----------
WHY RAY WOULD .GO TO ATLA:NTAQ 

Approved: __________ _ Sent _______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 

F B I 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in -------~---".'---".'--:--------;--:----------111 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

I 
I 

Via-----------
I (Priority) 

-~-------------------------------- ------L------- -
PAGE THREE. 

A REVIEW OF SPRINGFIELD FILES RE CA.PTIONED INDIVIDUAL 
. . 

REFLECTED HIM AS SUBJECT OF NINETEEN SIXTY THREE UFAC CASE, OFFIC 

OF ORIGIN ST. LOUIS, IN WHICH HE IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

PAUL ARTHUR LAIL, JR, AKA PAUL ALVIN LAIL, JR,,AKA 

PAUL LAIL, JR., AKA PAUL ARTHUR CARTER, FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE 

FOUR DASH FOUR EIGHT 'IlffiEE A, WHITE, MALE, AMERICAN, DATE OF BIRTH 

AT MARION, NORTH CAROLINA, SIXT" FOOT 

EIVE INCHES, ONE- HUNDRED SEVENTY POUNDS, RED HAIR, BLUE EYES, 

NO UPPER TEETH, SCAR ON LEFT KNEE, OCCUPATION SIGN PAINTER, 

ELECTRICIAN, TRUCK DRIVER, RADIO REPAIR MAN, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMB R 

• 

ST. LOUIS aEQUES1fED TO REVIEW Fii,'ES H:E LAIL AND FuTt!-iIS 

INFORMATION OF VALUE TO MIAMI DIVISION SO THAT It-AIL MAY.BE LOCATE 
. 

AND INTERVIEWED REGARDING THE SUBJECT. 
. 

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH IDE~1T RECORD OF LAI 

FBI NUMBER SEVEN FIVE· FOt,"R DASH FOUR EIGHT THREE A TO INTERESTID 

OFFICESo 

P. 

END. 

Approved: _________ _ Sent ______ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 

I 
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FBI lAMPA 

rl 48 PN URGEN i 4/26/6b LCC 

10 ALL ~AC~ HELA t l'1E.:.'.::>5AG~ ~LhN 

FROH DlHECfOri 44-3b861 1~ 

AND LEAD~ AkE bEIN8 SE~l ou1· CO~ClRNING PEh~ONS INVOLVED IN . I 
' 

PRIOR JHKEAT~ AGAIN~l KING• THE~E LEADS A~ ~ELL Ab LEAD::, 

CO~C~RNING ANY OTH~H su~~~C1S DEVELOPED FhOM ANY ~OURCE . . . 

\. IvIU~1 Bl!. GI tEN IMMEDIAl~ AND fHOnOUGH HANDLING ON .A TOP PRIOhl I'i 
JI . 'f BA~I~. PROCE~~ HAS BEEN OBlAINED AGAIN~l JANES EAhL HAY AND 

~ EX'fE:N~IVI!. INVl!..S'l'IGAllON IS CONllNUING lO LOCA'fE MY AND TO 

~ ESlABLI SH l'JO l IVE OF CRINE• 'iOU HAVE .bl:.EN AND Id LL BE 

FURNISHED INFOfil'1AllON RELATING 10 OlHEfs .POSSIBLE CONSPIMTOHS. 

~ THtSE MUST ALL BE 'IHOl-tOUGHLY RESOLVGU 

) \Jia ~1.,END 
\ I l\l . 
·'If 

., ~ ~ \.\\ AL~ 

TANPA 

~' 
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TO SAC (157-3231) .. DATE: April 21, 1968 

FROM SA Joseph J. Piener 

SUBJECT: l\lURKIN 
CR 

On 4/20/~8 "~s. Sonhie M. Strause, 3726 Tangerine_ Zo~,_ 
. St. Petersburg, filor1da! te\enhone 867-5711? whose husband 
onerates the M & S HoofTng Lo., 3522 Tanqer1ne. So., telen},one 
867 -5604, advised that on .4/19/68 the FJorida State R'mployme.n1 
sent to them for a few hours wtirk a.man barned RimIEL MJIT~, · 
though on l'is card the name was shown as Richard White. ·_ Be­
cause, of the temporary employment she did not take any· back-:··_ 
ground information, nor yet his Social Security Number~ 

She described him-as 40; 5'10"; 180; muscular bui-ld; 
hlue eyes; brbwn hair; his ears were the same as the phritogriph 
and the picture of. Galt on TV. 

She was ·not positive in the ·identification, but thought 
several items of his story was suspicious. He said that he ·had :~ 
been in St. Petersburg since January, but his complexion was 
w~ite. After working in th~ sun for 3 1/2 hours he came in beet-~ 
red. When he reported for work he wore a white shirt ·and was 
ciean and neat. He said that he had just retired fDnm Service, 
and had worked a.s a file clerk. He had no military carriage. 

l'he man was soft sp'oken, but had· no particular southern_ 
or rural accent. She does not rememherhis hair exactly. 

When he came -back in frcm the job, he cleaned up be­
fore he left. He worked for 3 hours for $1.50 an hour. _ 

He told the man wi.th whom he worked that he was living ·at_ 
tlie Fairfax_ Hotel~ He had not been able to get any steady em­
pl6yment since coming to St. Pete. 

ACTION: 

JJP 
(2) 

Will further check identiity 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-10 .. -01 -UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

·Memorandum· 
TO SAC ( 157 -3 2 31) 

FROM : SA J os r.o)r J. Pieper 

SUBJECT: MURK IN 
CR 

e 

DATE: Anr il 2 5, 1968 

Re previous memo re suspect: RICHEL 'WPITE 

On 4/22/68 James Connors, Florida ~ployment Service, 
1011 1st Ave. No., St. Peter'~1rg, Florida, advised that 
~(ichel White has registered with the FES and has been sent out 
on several work assignments. He is frrm Mr. Airy, N.C.; a 
veteran of 14 years in the Air Force. He has been a dishwasher 
at the Tides Motel, Redington Beach, and lived there; but now 
lives at Fiarfax Hotel, 2832 4th St. No; SSNo I I· 

Cornors advised that White has no resemblance to subject 
Gcill..t, and though he cannot place him definitely on 4-4-68 he 
believes he was in St. Pete. He advised that White also worked 
at the Vinoy Hotel. 

Mrs. Mildred Papier, office manager, Vinoy Hotel, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. advised on 4/25/68 that Richel O. hhite, Koute 
7, Box 118. Mt. Airy, N.C., mother Mrs. s. E. White, same add-
ress; dob I ; worked as a pastry server from 2/26/68 to 
3/15/68. His SSN is I ~ Address: Fairfax Hotel. 

~ile Fregeau, day clerk, Fairfax Hotel, 2832 4th St. No., 
advised on 4/25/68 that J.~ichel White has continuously lived at 
the hotel fro~ the early pa~t of narch, 1968 to the present. 

ACTION: 

dates. 

JJP 
(1) 

No further act-ion. a·s White was in St. Pete on pertinent 

_I~, __ ~ ~::JI- 33 2.. 
~£ARCHED -- -- - --............... INDEXED . 
SERIALIZED.~--: ... .FILED -~ ... , ..... .. APR1 71967··· .... , .. 

f/::JI - TAMPA 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 Cl'R) 101•11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SP.C, '!'A'· PA (157-3231) DATE: 4/22/68 

~A JOHX R. l[JP.JARD 

MURKIN 
CR 
(On :ME) 

On ii 4/lQ/68, Brigadier Warren Fulton, Salv~tion Army, 
400 N. Ft. Harrison, Clearwater, Fla. advised SA John 
R. HiDpard as follows; via telephone: 

On 4/19/68, an indi-eidual, (FNU) »x~N O'BRIEN, entered 
the Salvation Army office and requested aid in ob­
taining some sort of "nerve medicine". FULTUN stated 
that his qrouo could not qet this medicine for O'BRIEN, 
because it was a type of drt_tg which took a prescrintion 
fnom a physician to obtain it. 

FUL'rON advised O'BRIEN that he could get him in the 
VA Bosnital (Bay Pines) and in that manner, O'llilIEN 
could get medication. O'BRIEN advised that he was, 
in fact , a veteran and had an honorable discharge 
from thePrilitary; however, O'B:lIEN stated that Veter­
ans hospitals were "notl"'in'"'~ hut a slaughter house", 
as he had been in one at one time and t~ey had removed 
part of his sp·lnal col,F1n, and that this is what ca 1.1sed 
hie nervousness. 

FULTON crr.ATFD that O' f 1~_IE~~ was extremelv nervous and an-
~ -

neared to not want ~TLTON to call anyone on the phone; 
h~ c1lso, ~"'ulled at his ear in a nervo:.1s qesture. FlJLTON 
said th2.t he offereo to net fiR O'PRIEN a bus ticket to 
St. Peters!y1rq, Fla., as :t» 0'7""RJEN h?d advised th~t te 
was go in ~ t o s t 8 ~.r w i th " fr i ends" in S t • Peters bur q • 
FULTON stated that after mak: nq this offer, :tk11 0 'r:~rEN 
abr11Dtlv left the office. , 2 

3
. 

\) ;{ 7 ✓ 3 ;; ~~ J - 3.3 
advised that 0' l3RIEN hact been referred to- his FULTC'N 

office 
FULTON 
office 
STARVO 

2-Ta~11pa 
JRH . 

.. 
by the CJHTRCH BY THE S~~A on Clearwater Beach, Fla. 
said that about 1 hr. after 0'3RlEN had left his 
he (FULTON) thought that O'BRIEN re ... .- - -
GALT, aka., and he called the CHORC ]SE~:~tr;.~f~gE~-

SERJA...iLED ~.q-FJL ~ 
.,:\ .. -} ~-; ~-·) ,.~.. --; f"• h {) 

,L~ !- ~. :~ { "> i .j \JU 

FBI -TAMPA 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FBI 

Date: -4/26/68 

J ' . ' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in --------;;;;;------:---;---:-------:---:---------i' 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

Via ----.!=!l>-_i..Ir-:PR...i.T,..&.E ... l.,_, --- AIRMAIL 
(Priority) 

I 
I 
I 
I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: SAC, TAMPA 

FROM: SAC, JACKSONVILLE (44-769) 

RE: MURKIN 

Re Buffalo airtel to Jacksonville 4/23/68, 
re suspect driving vehicle containing Fla. License 4W-69100. 

MVB, Tallahassee, Fla., reflects vehicle registered 
JAMES PETERSON, 463 Eighth Ave., NE, St. Petersburg 
Fla., for 1964 Ford. 

Tampa ascertain if suspect identical with RAY. 

Enclosed for information Tampa is one copy of 
referenced communication. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

~ampa (E~c. l)fA/' 
2-Jacksonville 
TJW:bet 
(4) 

Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 
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_ oa 4./t7 /88 11ra·. fflLft -fl&PBR,. &ecordll aad I.ten- -. 
·_ .- _·-'tit1cattoa'll1*1•, Bt~- .ht••barc·PP, st. PetertJllurs. l'la., _- ___ -· 

·-_ · :idvlud· tJaat_ •• ·llad no record coacera1ac a JUIB-Pn&um(:· _ -- . .' -' i~-. ~-: .. : '.. .. 

--.at 4~ ltla_ .,,... •• B.K. • It. ~•t_,.btars, ·na~ ·._ 
. !- • 

_ . -- - ·. OIi 4/l?tlfltlllra.-~ -··'"· Telepbone Opeatv, -_.Pahl•~•• It. Peter•barc, 830 Borth Shore Drive; ft·. - · 
· Petenboi-1, na.--, •de ayatlable_ _ e_recorda ot Pal• lllo.NIJ. 
A~t• ~ch 8hOlred P. - . 11,ad. reel4'd w1 th_ li1a :· 
wife at 483._ltl<Aveam•, •· a.rebars~ -r1.-. tC'd a 
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FBI 'TAMPA 

TO rAMPA (157-3231) 

FrlOM NEWARK C44-b54) 
J 

MUriKIN, 00:MEMPHI~• 

PENNSAUKEN, NJ, .SAID THAT CONPAN'i '~ riECOhD~ .SHQv., J • COtU:3ET'l 

OF BILL CUrtkl ~ FOrlIJ AGENCY, lAi"l.t-=-A, FLOhl DA, ~l.H3Ml l l~D '10 

AUTOMOTIVE A BID OF ONE fHOU~AND DOLLAB.~ lO BUt !N.:)TANl 

ACCEPfED IHI.S BID AND AUTOMOTIVE: INVOICt NUi'1BEH X THB.EE ZEHO 

C AND RON ONE EIGHT, LAST• C AND H PAID AUT011lO!IVE 1,il'IH A 

' 
BANK DR.AFf FOR ONE lHOU~AND DOLL.Ah~ DhAWN ON THE BH.OALJWA'i 

NAT I ONAL BANK, TANPA • hUTTER .:>AID THE f I TLE NU1'lot.ri FOH I NSlANl 

PLYt"10UlH I 5 SEvEN TWO FI VE NI i\E FI VE LI GHl 1Vu·O • FO.ri INFO 

AUTOt•101'IVE, BUI RICE AND HOLJ/1l~l\J DO NOT HAVE riECOriD.S uF Ai.-..'t 

ArlMED ANLJ DANG~rtOU~• 

MAIL 

END•• •HOB 

lAMPA 
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