
TELETYPE UHGENl 
Via _________ _ 

FBI 

Date: 
5/2/68 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------
10 DIREClOR (44-38861) AND JACKSONVILLE C44-76Y> 

FBOM TAMPA (157-3231) 

MUfiKIN• 

RE NE~AriK 1EL 10 TAMPA AND ~AVANNAH APHIL lWENIY~EVEN LAST, 

AND NEWAhK TEL TO TAMPA APhlL ·r¼EN1Y NINE LAST• 

RE: NINE.TE.EN 5IX1Y~EVEN 01, NINEiEEN SIXT'i EIGnI BhO~.·N PLYMOUTH 

BEARING FLOhIDA LICENSE THkEE £ FIVE ~IX FOUh lHREE SEEN 

BY MAN IN ~AVANNAH, GA•, APRIL 1WEN1Y~IX LA~1 BEING DRIVEN 

BY MAN DE.SChlBED A!:> ri'E.SEMBLING JAL"lES EAHL HAY• 

AFTER E.XTEN~IVl:.. IN\/ESTIGATION oY TAiYlPA OFFICE. 10 lHACl:.. VEHICLE 

ON MAY T~O INSTANT, MI~~. ANN LIBEhTY, SECRE1AHY AT JIMMY SPEAHS 

CENTHAL FLORIDA AUTO AUCTION, AKA• ORLANDO AUTO AUCTION, OHLANDO, 

FLA·, ADVISED NlNElEEN SIXTYFI'VE PLYtv'.iOUTH, VIN p lwO FIVE lwO 

l\.l~O SIX Sf:.VEN .SIX NAUGH'i EIGHI \1JAS ~OLD JAi'.'-JUAhY .SlXlEi:.N, ~IXIY 

EIGHT l(J ~Ja\DE PHILLIP~, PHILLIPS BrlOlHEn~, Pfa.L.ATKA, FLA. AUCTION 

AT OHLANDO HAD NO HECOh'.lJ OF ANx' FLORIDA LICEN~E lAG ON VEHICLE• 

J.?1CK::'.)QNVILLE. AI PALATKA DEiEnL~HNE Fk0i'1 PHILLIPb BROlHEhS 10 

O~NER AND IF IHI5 MAN IDENJICAL ~ITH JAME~ 
t'\. •. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. 

FBI TAMPA ~ 
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736PM URGENT 5/2/68 MJR 
• 0 o T • ' 

TO DIRECTOR. <41~•38861 > AND JACKSONVILLE <4'4•769> 

FROM TAMPA '( l 57•3231 > 

MURKlN• 

RE NEWARK TEL TO TAMPA AND SAVANNAH APRIL TWENTYSEVEN LAST, 

AND NEWARK TEL TO TAMPA APRIL TWENTY NINE LAST• 
-

REI NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN OR NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT BROWN PLYMOUTH, 

BEARING FLORIDA LICENSE THREE E FIVE SIX FOUR THREE SEEN. 

BY MAN IN SAVANNAH, GA•• APRIL TWENTYSIX LAST BEING DRIVEN 
. 

BY MAN DESCRIBED AS RESEMBLING JAMES EARL RAY• 
·• ... 

AFTER EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY TAMPA OFFICE TO TRACE VEHICLE 
- T ~ • - ... 

ON MAY TWO INSTANT, MISS• ANN LIBERTY• SECRETARY AT JIMMY SPEARS 

CENTRAL FLORIDA AUTO AUCTION# AKA• ORLANDO AUTO AUCTION, ORLANDO, 

FLA•• ADVISED NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH, VIN P TWO FIVE TWO 
' . 

TWO SIX SEVEN SIX NAUGHT EIGHT WAS SOLD JANUARY SIXTEEN, SIXTY 

EIGHT TO WADE PHILLIPS. PHILLIPS BROTHERS• PALATKA, FLA• AUCTION 
. . . 

AT ORLANDO HAD NO RECORD OF ANY FLORIDA LICENSE TAG ON VEHICLE• 

JACKSONVILLE AT PALATKA DETERMINE FROM PHILLIPS BROTHERS TO 

WHOM SOLD CAR AND CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE 

OWNER AND IF THIS MAN IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY• 

AIRMAIL COPIES TO BH, NK1 ME AND SV• 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS• 

END 

CJA 

FBI JACKSVLE 

TKS 
C!t J/\t 
Fl3J LOA-5rl l> C 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • • MAY 11112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) DATE: 5/1/68 

FROM SA JOHN J. GAFFNEY 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Re Newark teletype to Tampa, 4/29/68. 

On 5/1/68, OSCAR BONIS (PROTECT IDENTITY), vice president, 
Broadway National Bank of Tampa, made available for examination 
their copy of collection notice #39114, dated 1/11/68 for 
collection of $1,000. for Automotive Rentals, Inc., Pennsauken, 
N.J. for a 1965 Plymouth Fury, II. This collection Jaat:xi: notice 
shows that this amount was·paid by C & R Motors on 1/12/68 in 
the total amount of $1,001,25. 

On 5/1/ 68, J. RALPH CAMERO, owner of C & R Motors, N. 1~ lo rid a 
Ave., Tampa was recontacted. He advised after review of all of his 
records that this firm did purchase this vehicle from Automotive 
RPntals, Inc., receiving possession of the vehicle on 1/4/68 
and that their records further show this vehicle was sold for 
$979. on 1/9/68, at the Auto Auction at Orlando, Florida. He 
stated he does not know who nurchased it from the auto auction 

·' 
but that the records oft he auction would reveal to whom the 
vehicle was sold. 

LEAD: AT OREANDO, FLA. 
Will contact official of the auto auction 

to whom this 1965 Plymouth ixxx:k Fury II, was sold. 
has VIN #P252267608 and bears 1967-68 Florida license 

Jf;/ 6 ,, -
, 

_.··' , .. ,/ ""· ·"' i· . . . . , ., ~-

KmJllDUUOIM 
2 - Tampa 
JJG; jjg 
(2) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

to determine 
This vehicle 
3E-5643. 
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Six Fqces .Of Suspected, ·Assassin 
James Earl. Ray, alias Eric Starvo ~alt, who is being 

sought in the killing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at Mem­
April 4, is a man described as a loner. His physical 

pe&rance is subject to ch~e, as these police anti prison 
tos from 1954. ff,J!§ atpst. The most cunent. information 

available on Ray's descripti9n is: Height 5 ·'feet 10;. weight · 
163 to 174 pounds; brown hair; blue_ eyes. He has a sJQall 
scar on his forehead and right palin •. ms left ear. po.drudes , 
farther than his right ear does. Whit.e male about .40. 

. . ~ ~ AP Wirephotos . 
~: 

PAGE 10-A 
ST. PETERSBURG EVENING 
INDEPENDENT, ST. 
PETERSBURG, FI.A. 

Date: 4/24/68 
Edition: LO CAL 
Author: 

Editor: ROBERT M. STIFF 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

157-3231 
Classification: AMPA 
Submitting Office: T 

D Being Investigated 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 111112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101•11.I • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, TAJ':JPA (157-3231) 

SA Di'.I.VID BF:.UMBLE 

• 
DATE: 4/2 6/68 

SUBJECT: 1',·1URKIN 

On 4/2 6/68 GEO .GE w·-.<DRUFF 802 Ros,::r P2.rk Dr. So., ~t. 
Petersburg, 1:1.ade comnlaint to St. Petersburg PD tnat P,,:\,Y had 
been residin.:-' at an apartmc.nt at th:Jt acJ.,_.Lress for Dast three 
days. PD surrounded the house and notified FBI. \~ocdruff 
is a known chronic complainant with severe ment;:_:11 problem 
(subje<rt of 44 cases Tampa Division) has furnished false infornLttion 
se11er,al times in past. Individual he st,:.-_ted as look-a-ltke 
pos~tively identifies not to be Itay and is \vILLJ,AM EDGA~ VAN 
~RiSAN I w/m, DOB~---~' Nev~ Brighton, Penna. , ~;~ r ,,,.111!r~3j 45. 
an t'bssan eliminated as susDe ct by landlady who identified 

PD photo and fact tb.e,t he is 6'4" and w,::~i :hs 225 lbs. 

D .. \.B/as 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 • • MAY 11112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC 

' 
(157-3231) DATE: 4/27/68 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 1',flJRKIN 

At 3 :40 PM, this date, Mrs. THELM.A .~INGf.'1AN, 1118 
Sunset Point Rd., Clearwater, Fla., telephonically advised 
that she had a roomer that might be identical with R~Y. She 
said his name is EDMONDSON (FNU); that he is in his 40's; 
slender; 110-120 lbs.; medium height; and drives a white car 
make unknmwn. 

Supr. BEIANGER advised at 4:30 PM, and he assigned 
SA RUTLAND to handle. SA RUTIAND was notified at 4:40 PM. 

·1wK:rwk 
(2) 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 - -MAY 1112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC ( 157-3231) DATE: 4/2P /68 

FROM SA JOHN ,T. 11.FT LA ND 

SUBJECT: NTJRKIN 

., 

Re : FNlI_Eu~ui~ .. ~~"'~~, 
Susnect , 

On 4/ 27 /68, ~Irs. Tn ELNA o;µtc.JJA~ 1118 Sun set Point Roo ct, 
Clecn---r-rater, Florir1a, teleurond¢.filly Cf'ntacted the Tamn2 Office 
and actvi sect 1-h~t can ti one cl inc}.i victual cons id erect c1 susnect in 
the KING murder. 

Mrs. DINGM1\N wns contact eel at he)·~ resj denc P on 4/27 /68, 
and advi sect as follows: 

On 4/26/68, an individual driving a white convertible 
anneared at her home in answer to cln advertisement of an 
apartment fer rent. Ile was told that another narty h;:-i d first 
refusal but that he sh ou lcl call on 4/27 /68. This individual 
sairl ~e c< ult not nay $75.00 rental and a9reement finalized 
at $60.no monthly. 

On 4/ 2 7 / 68 , th 1 s i nc iv j d u a 1 a CJ a i n c al le d ? n d w 8 s to 1 d 
tho t he could have the apartment after wh j er he car1e tt trie 
resj dence, went directly tr· the r1partr.1ent anclcor1r.1encerl unlo3ding 
h 1 s clothing ?nd effects. ~Irs. DIN"GMJ\N went 01.1t to collect rent 
at wl-ic'b time he s?id thr-it he did not hc1ve the P1oneJ.,. for the 
rent and h1< uld not be pa~d unti 1 the fnllm .. 1 inq Fri day. n~~ was 
thrn denied tl~e apartment but left his clot~;ing with intention 
tc return with rental money on 4/2f</68. 

Mrs. DINGNiU~ said that this individual did not watk w1 th 
a limn but had crutches in hiE C<lr. Ile tolcl her that he worked 
for the government. She sajd th8t she observed letters in his 
personril ef 1 ccts after his departure dr1ted l96S 8nr' 1966, be~irinq 
a<1clress lilTtif EDHONDSO}J. ,:5)-' 3:)3/, gf/li 

Mrs. DINr.MAN on being di snlayed photo qrapJ,s o/ subject " -
P..AY s~iid tt:~t her eyesight ifextremely noor ~c] ~ ,.-

0 
3!'.Jal'@ 

not be ab le t< recognize RAY or an vone el 8 e if s ~hiqf1.~c 1D · ff_c.D)-
, SfRi !--UL-' - r: < 

~ · , .~ ,.., ::: , 8n8 
' ' ) • .J' ... _>;. 1 ,..._,, 

She s8id tr.at onlv reason tf) feel that th1'- inc11
1

Af1'cth~f~.m~gh 
l .. ,. i,.-•·~·,a/\:~-'~llooe-

be involved in KING Murder Wc\S th~t he drove ~ w, ite cc\f:l_;-net'Et 
strc1n qely, c'nr attPmnterl t0 ( CCU PY arartment wi th~U"~n~t~n~a~,cTi~µp..e,~ptf_7" 

lt -is t0 l:€ noted th~t Mrs. DING~iJ\N is 72 years of aqe, 
an·')ears senile, and admitted that she ,,1ouJ.d 1 ike for FBI to ere ck 
on th is individual 8.S she lvoulc1 li'{0 to mnm\1 more about him before 
he bec

1
amei3/i\, &~f~bitl~s Bonds Re~ul"J'l.1 on t:.he Pa1r0Jl Sav.,.·n~s Pla1J 

n v1Pw o abnve no-f~rther 1nvegt1gat10'11 be1nq conclucted. 
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FD-:102 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ 4_/___:.:_2 _6_/_6_3 ____ _ 

. 
MELVIN LEMONS, .Secretary to the Director, Medical 

Center for Federal Prisoners, SprinBfield, Missouri, advised 
CP1RLOS LE:C BILLINGS, FBI # 3 6 8 7 9 4A, is at the Medical Center 
for psychiatric treatment with the long-term goal of an 
eventual return to the U. S. Penitentiary at Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 

He stated on /\pril 2, 1968, the {Iedical Center 
directed a letter to the U. S. Probation Office at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, stating tEat althou~h BILLINGS now appears 
to be competent, several montl1s ago he was too psychiatrically 
disturbed to participate in any court here. A plan is to 
examine him again in a month to determine whether or not lie 
is competent to participate in legal proceedings. 

LEMONS stated that while BILLINGS was at the 
Medical Center on a previous occasion a .psychiatric report 

·prepared April 17, 1967, by Dr. ANDREW f. GUSCHWAN, M.D., 
Staff Psychiatrist, contained the following diagnosis: 

11 Schizophrenic Reaction, chronic undifferentiated. type, 
sociopathic personality disturbance, anti-social type, 
migraine headaches, with possible brain dar1age. ,. 

l ~- ,·,ii ~;,:~~--:Uc/ f~;E~, _ ,_ ~-

/ .•.. i\ • •.. ~>>: 
Springfield, Missouri . 1 .. <,;, '¥~ .3-f+A{1i{{) 

O_n ________ a.t __________________ F1ile~- - ~-- ~~~=-~--.~" -
4/26/68 

/.f··~ ------~ 

SA JAMES A. 1-~ITCEELL - LAC 4/ 
by ___________________________ Date dictated ___________ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 

ii and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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• 0-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date ___ l¼_/_2_6_/_6_8 ____ _ 

1 

CARLOS LEE BILLINGS, inmate, Medical Center for 
Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, was advised of the 
identity of JAMES A. MITCHELL as a Special Agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. He was told the purpose of the 
interview concerned a report .he had made sometime ago to the 
FBI that he had been offered $50,000. to kill MARTIN LUTHER 
KING by two individuals identified only as JAt!ES and EDDIE. 
This took place in Columbia, South Carolina, in about March, 
1965. He was furnished a warning and waiver form, which he 
read and executed. He then furnished the following oral 
information: 

In early 1965, in Columbia, South Carolina, he met 
~ soldier stationed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, who was 

io be discharged within a few days. His name was JIM or 
GLENN BARBER, but he is not sure of the first name or the 
spelling of the last name. He had just returned from Panama, 
and he believes he held the rank of Corporal. BARBER had 
marijuana and pep pills in his possession and was a very 
convincing talker. BARBER had met a female in Columbia named 
JOHNNIE BLACKWELL. She worked as a waitress at a lounge he 
believes was called the "Downtown," located near Chubby's 
Steak House in Columbia. She was from a little town twenty 
miles south of Columbia, name unknoi-1n. BLACKWELL roomed with 
a girl named JUNE TAYLOR, somewhere on Bull Street in Columbia. 
Both girls were prostitutes, and BILLINGS lived part of the 
time with TAYLOR. TAYLOR worked at a night club there called 
the "Red Rooster." 

BLACKWELL had met two men known as JAMES and EDDIE 
and had filled a prostitution date with JAMES for $50. The 
initial meeting took place in some club, name unknown, located 
near Chubby's Steak House, possibly the "Downtown." BLACKWELL 
told JIM she had to leave because she had a date with a 
soldier from Fort Jackson, South Carolina, named BARBER. 
JAMES asked her to ask BARBER if he could get ahold of 
any weapons, whereupon she told him BARBER had a machine gun. 

4/26/68 

_, __ _J[,0.:.~.'.,) -:.·-~ 

i ' ,, ·::::~..FILED .C~-

~ 

S pr i ng field, Missouri ! K 411-·,?10:0.:~ 
On _______ at ________________ File #_,_i ___ ' _, 1t-+-1+' ·~· _, +··-~·w· ·--1-',t'·~: ·_·· -,IL-----+--+--

.-· 

SA JJ\J·1ES A. MITCHELL - LAC / 4/26/r-g 
by Date dictated u ------------------------ -----------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properly of the FBI and Is loon 

ii and its contents ore not lo be distributed outside your agency. 
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KC 44-760 
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• • 

JAMES expressed an interest in buying it from BARBER and 
told her to pass this on to him, which she agreed to do. 
The prostitution date was filled in a motel in town, name 
unknown. 

The following night, at the V.F.W., he, JAMES, 
EDDY and BARBER met. TAYLOR and BLACKWELL were present, 
as well as two other girls who worked at the "Red Rooster," 
but this was their night off. He does not recall their 
names. This was tl1e first time he had met JAMES and EDDY. 
The men went outside and BARBER gave them each a stick of 
marijuana which he had brought back from Panama. They all 
sat in JAMES's white 1964-65 Lincoln Continental and smoked 
marijuana. The Lincoln had a Tennessee license plate 
beginning with the number 2, which designates Memphis. JAMES 

_was always smoking big cigars and wore a large diamond rin~. 
He understood JAMES 11as money in Mississippi and Tennessee. 
He owns land in Clarksdale, Mississippi, has a big car lot in 
Memphis and a night club. In the old days he was a bontlegger. 
JAMES despises the Negro race and, particularly, any with 
Communist leanings. 

While in the car, JAMES told BARBER he understood 
he had a .SO-caliber machine zun and BARBER said he did. 
JAMES asked if he wanted to sell it and he said, "Yes." 
Either JAMES or EDDIE asked where the machine gun was and 
how long it would take to get it. BARBER said three days 
because it was in ~estwego, Louisiana, in cafe of a friend 
who ran a night club, The Canal Bank Inn. He never heard 
this man's name. JAMES or EDDIE asked BARBER if he had any 
ammunition for it, and he said he had a whole belt. One of 
the men then offered him a thousand dollars for the machine gun. 

They all met again the next night at the largest 
drive-in restaurant in Columbia, name un~ecalled. JAMtS or 
EDDIE asked him if he had ever used the machine gun before, 
and he said he used one while in military service. It was 
agreed that BILLINGS would take BARBER to Westwego, Louisiana, 
which is on the west bank of New Orleans, to get the machine 
gun. They were to meet JAMES and EDDIE on a certain unrecalled 
date in Columbia and collect $1,000. for the machine gun. The 
meet was to be at some unrecalled motel. BILLINGS stated he 
has trouble remembering things that happened this long ago. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760 
3 

• • 

He drove BARDER to get the machine gun at the Canal 
Bank Inn, and BARBER contacted some man outside of his 
presence who reportedly told him the weapon had not arrived. 
He and BARBER stayed in an apartment house at the rear of the 
Canal Bank Inn for two days waiting for the weapon to arrive, 
but it never did. He became irritated with BARBER and then 
felt BARBER never had such a weapon. BILLINGS returned alone 
to Columbia, South Carolina, and he understood BARBER was going 
to his home in Fort Myers, Florida. BARBER's parents reportedly 
lived in and operated a trailer park at Fort Myers. BILLINGS 
stated that at the time all this was going on he had and was 
driving a 1959 Chevrolet convertible, maroon in color, bearing 
a Maryland Temporary Tag. He bought the 6ar under his true 
name from Luby's Chevrolet in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Upon his return to Columbia he met with JAMES and 
EDDIE and informed them he did not get the weapon. He was told 
the pl~n was for him and BARBER to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING for 
$50,000. $5-,0 □ 0. was to be in· advance, with the remaining 
$45,000. to be paid to them in Greenville, South Carolina. 
JAMES said KING J-iad to be "wiped out 11 because J. EDGAR HOOVER 
had reported KING to be a c6nfirm9d Communist and the most 
notorious liar of our day. The killine was to take place 
along a scheduled march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery, 
Alabama. The machine gun was -to be placed in the back of a 
paneled truck and driven to a spot on the Selma-to-Montgomery 
route. When the front line of marchers, including Dr~ KING, 
approached the spot, the rear doors of the truck would be 
opened and the marchers machine-gunned. The truck was to come 
from some othe~ state and purcl1ased legally in the name of a 
deceased perso~. They would then drive the paneled truck 
away from the line of march to a country road where a passen~er 
car would be parked. The truck would be abandoned and then 
they would travel into Montgomery, Alabama, by a devious back­
roads route. They would then travel to Greenville, South 
Carolina, where they would meet J/\MES and EDDIE. JATv:ES would 
tell them how to get to Sydney, Austr~lia, via Mexico, on a 
freiehter. 

JAMES has a friend who formerly lived in Mississippi 
but now has a sheep ranch in Broken Dow, Australia. This man 
would help set them up in a bar or some other type of legitiwate 
business. 
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When he told JAl:ES and EDDIE that 
d h h . 1-- • d ....... 1- 1 pro uce t e mac. ine p;un., t11ey sai L,1e p an 

because MARTIN LUTHER KI!JG announced he was 
participate in the march. 

BARBER could not 
had been dropped 
not r;oing tc 

He described JAMES as white male P .. rr.erican, age t18; 
5 feet j 10 inches; 210 pounds; blne eyes; brown hair, grayir~-~ 
on the sides. JAMES lives on a farm eight miles from Memphis, . '\·" . . . . 
ln ttlSSlSSlppl. 

EDDIE describeci as white male -American; 6 feet, 1 
inch; 180 pounds; brown hair; age 38, good dresser, resid2nce 
:,1emphis, Tennessee. 

BARBER described white male American, 22; 5 feet~ 8 
inches ; 170 pounds ; blac~< hair; husky bui le, anc good loo}r ins;. 
Ile believes BARBER a psychiatric ca~e and believes this was 
the reason he was discharged from the military. 

He has seen JAMES and EDDIE since the above incident~ 
however, he is not r,oing to say mor,2 uEless the Governme~t 
dismisses an Interstate Transportation of Stolen ?!otor Vehicle 

' . 1 . 'L' h .:i • • h . , cnarge against 1ic. 11e as two aetainers against I im, anc 
one is a State detainer. The feder2.l detainer is fror:i U. S. 
D . t . t C ....... 'l'' t Al 1---- ,..:i h. d . is ric ourL, ,.1on ~ornery, _ a.uarr~a, an._! t. is etainer pre-
vents him from making parole. Ee is eli~ible for parole on 
his current 5--year sentence in Septsmber 1968. He mip:}-1~ get 
a parole to a State detainer, but parole would not be 
favorably acted upon with a federal detainer on file. If t1:is 
detainer were removed he woulc: furnish the ful 1 nanes of J /\: '.IS 
and EDDIE and where they could be located, in addition to 
subsequent contacts he has had with these men. He was told 
tl t . f k. 1 ld b d . , . .:i 1a no promises o any ._inc ccu ,e mr, e in tnis r~garc. 

A photo?:raph of JA?'!ES E.i\PLY RAY, FRI f, _ 30CY43i\, 
taken at the I'1issouri Departrr.ent cf Corrections 1 Jefferson 
City, rtissouri, on l-!a.rc:-1 1 7, 19 f O, r;,1as shown to BILLIEGS. 
and he stated that he does not know this individual eit}1er 
by nar:1e or· photograp:h. 

BI L LI!; GS a drn it t e d he 1;.,7 as at the !< e di ca 1 Center for 
psychiatric treatr;1ent. He has a :-1ri t in federal court ur.der 
t 11 e prov is ions of Tit 1 e 1 8 , Se ct i c, n 2 2 5 5 , U . S . Code , 
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trying to get his original Interstate Transportation of 
Stolen Motor Vehicle conviction set aside on the grounds 
he was incompetent at the time. He was at the U. S. 
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, but was recently 
transferred to the Medical Center because he has been 
seeing a red man with a green coat and alligator shoes. 
This red man is responsible for all his troubles. He is not 
visible to him now, but he does see him when he is alone, 
but not since he arrived here in February 1968. 

The following is a description of BILLINGS as 
obtained through observation and interview: 

Race 
Sex 
Nationality 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 
Born 

FBI fl 
Wife 

Mother 
Father 

White 
Male 
American 
6 ' 
190 lbs. 
Brown 
Blue 
~------~ 

(no town) 
36879t+A 
OMA BILLINGS 

Box 214, 

, in North Carolina 

Toughkenamon, Pennsylvania 
VIRGINIA BILLINGS 
P. B. BILLINGS 

(Address same as above) 
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,. 

·-F B I 

Date: 4/27/68 

Transmit the following in -----------------------~ 
{Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTEL AIR MAIL Via ___________ _ 
(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L----~~-r-

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) 

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) P 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

(00 Memphis) 

Re Baltimore teletype to Bureau dated 4/25/68. 

Enclosed herewith for Bureau and all receiving 
offices are two (2) copies each of FD-302s concerning 
CARLOS LEE BILLINGS. 

Referenced communication reveals CARLOS LEE 
BILLINGS, former IO Fugitive No. 4017, in ITSP prison 
break case, Office of Origin Little Rock, received an 
offer.from JAMES (LNU) and EDDIE (LNU) of $50,000. to 
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING in March of 1965. 

The FD-302s concern interview with CARLOS LEE 
BILLINGS, who is currently an inmate at the Medical 
Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, and 
a psychiatric evaluation of BILLINGS. 

LEADS: 

COLUMBIA: 

AT COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA: 

Attempt to locate andfutervie~ JOHNNIE BLACKWELL j 
and JUNE TAYLOR to confirm story and further identify individua s 
named by BILLINGS. 

3-Bureau (Enc. 2) 
2-Mernphis (Enc. 2) 
2-Balti~ore(Enc. 2) 
2-New Orleans (Enc. 2) 

~Tampa (Enc. 2) 
2-Co·lumbia Enc. 2) 
RBH/rl 
< 1 S) 

Approved: ___________ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
Sent _______ M Per ______ _ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
KC 44-760 

TAMPA: 

AT FT. MYERS, FLORIDA: 

Attempt to locate andfuterview BARBER's parents 
operating trailer park in 1965. 

NEW ORLEANS: 

AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA: 

Conduct investigation at Canal Bank Inn to confirm 
~ story or further identify individuals. 

MEMPHIS: 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE: 

Attempt to identify JAMES (LNU), owner of large 
parking lot that area. 
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TO 

FROM 

OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 111112 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11,I • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, T/'}.,1···A ( 15 7-3231) 

SPC AL L. ~3bl lT ;_ 

• 
DATE: 4/26;68 

SUBJECT: MUI'J{IN 

At 6: 58 PM this date Mr. PHil..,LIP L,~GSE, 610 Key Road, 
Titusville, Fla,, telephcne 267-6225 telephonically advised 
that he observed an indiviJual in Titusville 4/22/,68 which 
he l:x::lieves could possibly have. been GALT. LEZSE adv.is ed 
he observed this individual hitchhikin; on US awy 1, South 
carrying an attache case and dres::::ed in slacks, white s~1irt 
with long tie. Leese stated that he is an amateuE artist 
and he has made an adjusted sketch from the photo as published 
in the newspaper and he feels that the individual he obser·1.,red 
could be considered to be a 50 - 60% chance of beins identical 
as far as r-Llysic.:al a:)pe arance is concerned. 

SA Hagy, acting fmr Supervisor Belan.;er, assigned S.f-\. B. 
Ryan, Cocoa FA, lecrd to cont::~ct Leese and determine what in­
formaticn can be developed from Leese and thereafter submit 
results to Tamoa. SA Ryan so advised. 

als. 
(2) 

Si1bmi tted for i.nf ormati n. 

\ 
p 

I'" l 
.: '-4, 

f1 

( 

l, 

~6 ? ✓ :3::J3/-3YY 
1
SfARC;•,e']~t>,j, · . . 

J

i';:•;:,,: "~if->~f CJ Cf': 
. - ~.~ 

~ ~~ ~:.; - ! 1'°\:'-.: l_,,r\ 
- --.-r-1----1 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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TO 

' OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 11182 EDITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11.6 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC, TAMP~~ (P) 

~~~· 

• 
DATE: 5/10/68 

FROM : SA BARRY WILLIAM RYAN 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

Rememo of Clerk AL SMITH dated 4/26/68. 

On 4/26/68, Mr. PHILLIP LEESE, 610 Key Rd., 
Titusville, Fla., was contacted re captioned matter and 
he furnished the following information: 

He advised that on 4/22/68 he was traveling ~ 
south on u.s.H~ #1 in Titusville, Fla., and hitchhiking 
at the corner of Julia St. and u. s. #1 in Titusville 
as a W/M with bushy hair who seemed to have very similar 
characteristics to an individual whom he believed to be 
wanted. He stated that all that week he had this indi­
vidual on his mind and, on 4/26/68, he looked through 
some old newspapers and saw the photograph of JAMES RAY. 
He stated that he saw this individual hiking at approx­
imately 5:00 p.m., on 4/22/68. This individual fit the 
approximate description of RAY, aka Galt, had fresh 
clothing, an attache case, and a thin mustache. 

LEESE advised that he is an amateur artist 
and that the newspaper photograph taken out of the paper 
was touched up by him and he believed the individual he 
saw hitchhiking was very similar to the touched-up 
photograph which he sketched from the newspaper. (This 
photograph has been entered in the lA section of this 
file.) 

LEESE advised that the individual he saw was 
a W/M, 5'8", 175-180 lbs., approximately 36, slightly 
round-shouldered; dark brown thick hair, moderately heavy 
sideburns; carrying an attache case, grey or blue, approx-

·imately 3" thick. This individual was wearing a thin 
mustache and had a striking modern-type tie, yellow in 
design. He advised that his touching up on the above­
mentioned photograph constituted the following: 

Softened eye-tone (eyes too 
photograph in newspaper) ~r:~t,j--,~ ,;7~3 I - ~tY /I 

r '· ;;i;1\tJgte2 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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• • 
TP 157-3231 

lowered right eyelid slightly 

added hair to sides (to make it fuller) 

added thin mustache 

The following individuals were contacted with 
negative results in attempt to identify the hitchhiker 
whom LEESE saw in the vicinity of Julia and U.S.#1 in 
Titusville: 

JERRY F. TIERESE 
208 Julia St. 

JOE SIMMONS 
Standard Shoe Repair 
210 Julia st. 

ERNEST GILLIAM, JR. 
305 Julia St. 

Mr. BOB HATMAKER, owner of United Repossessions 
Car Lot, corner of Julia Street and u.s. #1 in Titusville, 
wa,s contacted regarding the above. HATMAKER, as were the 
other individuals, was shown a photograph, supra, furnished 
by LEESE, and advised that the individual looked very 
familiar to him. HATMAKER consulted with his employee, 
D.R. PHILLIPS, and PHILLIPS also viewed the photograph. 
After several minutes of discussion, it was definitely 
agreed that the individual in this photograph is a very 
good resemblance to an individual who hitchhikes from the 
same corner (Julia and u.s. #1) on at least one or two 
occasions every week. HATMAKER and PHILLIPS advised that 
this person is somewhat of a mental problem and is believed 
to have the first name, GEORGE (LNU). HATMAKER and PHILLIPS 
stated that this individual does have a pencil-thin mus­
tache, fits the general description above and, on two or 
three different occasions, came into the United Repossessions 
Car Lot and attempted to purchase a repossessed car. When 
this person's credit was checked, it was determined he had 
extremely poor credit. 

Neither HATMAKER nor PHILLIPS could remember 
this individual's true name, but advised that he can be 
observed at this location once or twice a week around 
5:00 hitchhiking south on u.s. #1. HATMAKER presumed 

2 
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• • 
TP 157-3231 

that this individual lived in the immediate area as he, 
HATMAKER, has seen this individual on numerous occasions. 
HATMAKER also presumed that this individual who was hitch­
hiking was perhaps going to work at this time. 

3 
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• • 
.FBI 

Date: 4 / 2 4 / 6 8 · 

Transrnit the following in -----------~---~.-:--_..;.-:---• _......, ..... ----.1 ,. (Type in plain text or code) I # 

I Via __ A_I~R_T_E_L ______ _;_ __ -=.;A:.::I;..::.R,;.....;;.;M:;;..::A;.:;:;I-=L;__ ___ ~~~-------~I 
(Priority or Method of Mailing) . I 

~-----------------------------------------~-----L-------

• 

TO: DIRECTOR ( 44--38 861) 
AND ALL CONTINENTAL' OFFICES 

'' 

FROM: SAC,. KANSAS CITY (44-760) 
t 

(P) 

MURKIN 

00: Memphis 

Enclosed for the Bureau a,re four copies of photogr.aph 
of subject JAMES .. EARL RAY, which w~s taken l/!J/66 at Missouri 
State Peniten~iary. 

;., 

Two copies of above-mentioned photograph are enclosed 
for each of the Continental Offiices. · 

·This additional photograph is'being furnished, inas­
much as resemb1ance is ·quite different .from· previous photographs 
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify 
subject. · · 

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has 
been located and interviewed in this matter. 

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

3-Bureau (Enc. 4) 
2-Each Continental Office 
2-Kansas City ✓ 
RBH:lib ' A I 
~ 1 

(Enc. 2 each) ~ µJ 

1.f - 3f_ 
SEARCHED--JL-.INOJ~'"°!J/. 
SERIA~IZEO,~p,e. 

AP 

·sent ______ M Per-------
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

• • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

April 20, 1968 
JAMES EARL RAY 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the 

alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI' s "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. " 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the 

widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt 

location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of 

Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. 

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered 

in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted 

notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968, 

charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti­

tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the 

Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine­

ment after conviction for armed robbery. 

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of 

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders. 

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on Ray 
L--~~~~~~ 

is approximately 5' 10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown 

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Described as a "loner and "drifter, " with a "rural" quality in his speech, Ray 

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matchero He has taken dancing lessons and 

completed a course at a school of bartending. 

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerouso 

concerning him to the nearest FBI office. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File 1Vo. 

l; " I .,1 s TATE s D E p" RT M E '.\ T OF IT ICE 

FEDEH:\L BLHEAU OF 11\VESTIGATIOl\ 

\\.ASHl~GTON, D,C. 20535 

/' 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. , has been added to the FBI' s list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. "' 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. 

believed fired from the 

6 -,; _; .3_;) ?/ - :,{ ✓f/7 

j~k✓ 
L:J 
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I • • 
An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizeno Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967 o 

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United states Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, Illinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military serviceo 

- 2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on L___ _____ ~C) He is approximately 5' 10" inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessonso 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 19680 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerouso 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBI~ the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directorieso 

- 3 -
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TO 

FROM 

UNITED ST ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SAC 

SA 

(137-1613) 
(IIJIDU 

JOHN R. BRETT 

• 
DATE: 4/30/68 

xJlCI OSI DR (Prob) 

SUBJECT: 
TP 318-PC 

□ PCI □ PSI DR 

D 

Dates of Contact 4/25/68 

Titles and File #s on which contacted 

SHERMAN CHADWICK KAMINSKY 
MURKIN 

Purpose and results of contact 

166-296 
157-3231 

~NEGATIVE 

□ POSITIVE 
0 STATISTIC 

Informant does not know anything about either 
of the above fugitives. (Case Agents advised by RS) 

Informant has been in New York on business but 
furnished nothing of current interest XI in the hoodlum field. 
He advised he has moved his boat over to the Tampa Yacht Club 
because of the lack of space at his docks right now. 

D Informant certified that he has Rating 
/ furnished ail information obtained fair 
by him since last contact. 

Coverag SEARCH ED ~-' ................ l,.DEXED 
SF~~~ , ················ 

•C c..D'.~~ .. ..FILED ....... . 

1: i""; I '. ~ ":_ 

' r 
,1 

\ S7- 3 2..~ I - 3ScJ 
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t 
10:27PM UHGENl 4-29-68 DPK 

TO DI REC l Oh ( 44- 38861 ) , BAL l I 11lOkE., CH.AhLO I fE, DALLA~, lJE l'n.0 It, 

LAS VEGA.S, LI l TLE ROCK, LOuI ~v I LLl:., 111ANI, NINNEAPOLI ;), 

~Evi Hl~Vl:.i\l, OKLAHOMA CIIY, PHILADEL}-IH!A, .S.AChAMt.i\110, 51• LOU!;;,, 

~AN FHANCI~CO, 1AMPA, AND ~A~HINGlU~ Fll:.LD 

FHOM LO~ ANGEL~~ (44-1574) 

RE.i''lYlEL lO buri'.E.i21U /tPnIL lwE.NlY ;.:i!A LA~r • 

. HJ:.;: l'tLEPHONE bOO'iH.::,, .':.)1• FnANCI~ HOll:.L, LO.::> Ai'\GEL.t.~• ., 

JAi'-1:t.:.::, EArl.L .K.?\'i B.1::...:-,l Dl:.D- IN HOLLt ~,UOD Ari.t.A, LO..'.:i ANGi!.LE.:;,, 

FhOM NOVEMBEtl NINEl.i:..EN, N!NElEEN ~IXfi ~EVEN, IHrlOuGH 

HOTEL ARE BEING AN.A.LY ZED FOH ANt rQ,j!)lDLE CALL~ b'f ,:)l.H:301:.C'f 
- ·,-, 

FOLLOWING NUMB~rt~ HAVE BEEN D~l~ricilNEL 10 HAVE bl:.EN 

I ~7 - _3 ~ 3/ , 3.J/ 
SEARCHED. 

, ....... ! .... ,.INDEXED . 
~ERIALIZE~ ....... .. .... 

..,,...,.~ ..... FILED 
.t.;.:·:n ·--~ , .1s·iE. ---. _ ... 

fBj - JAMPA 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



. ' 

PAGE Tv;O 

Li\ L! 4 - 1 S 7 4 

DAL'llMOH.l:.: 

• • 

FEbhUAhY t:..Lr...VEN, ~!Af'i ~IG.dJ, OXON d!L.L, i1lAt'i'tLAND, 

TEN ZthO lHnEt.: At•'.i, ;:;i IX lH.n.EE l.t.BO DA;.:,rl lHr(t..E. ONE EI GH l 1 ~i.•O • 

CHA.HLO r lE 

F,t;bHU.AnY FIFTEEN, ~IXlY EIG.dl, ~t:i·lbnOK.i::., t~OHTH CAhOLINA, 

SEVEN FIFl( 1Hn£E .PH, FIV:t. 1v .. o ON.c. l.JA.:::>H FOU.h S!..-\ LlGHf NINE. 

MArlCH ~E.vl:.l'J!E:t..N, .'.)IXlt .t.IGHT, GOLD.::ibOhO, NOi,n-i C.An01/li'~A, 

NINE THIHTtE.i\l AL•l, ~EVEN 'lHHEE FI VE DASH FOUri TWO ZEH.0 NINE• 

DALLA~ 

MAH.CH TtvELVE, .'.::llXTY EIGHT, FOd.l' 1N0hTH, SIX ELl:.VtN PN, NINE 

T~O FOUrl DASH NINE THHEE ZERO NINE• 

DE'lnOIT 

FEB.ROARY fwtNTl NINE, ~IXlY E.IGrll, .::,f. INGACE, MICHIGAN, 

TltvlE NOT KN01t;.t\J, ~IX FOUH lHHEE Df.\SH ONE -·rv,o EIGHT .SEVEN• 

LAS VEGAS 

DECEi'vlBEn T~)ENlY THREE, ,':;IXTY .:,EVt.N, LAS VEGA~, 1HnEE l~vEN'fX' 

EIGHT PMi ~EVEN fHrlEE FIV~ DASH NIN£ ~EV~N ONE 1Hrl~~. 

END PAGE f\vO 
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PAGE THtlEE 

LA 44-1574 

LI l ILE x{OCK 

• 

FEBriUARi ~IXlEi:..N, SIX!'f EIGHT, LI1TLr.. JiOCK, ONI:.. F'Ot~l'X' .SE.Vf.N 

?N, SIX ~IX ftOuH LJA.:iH ON.t. FUUH. .::rEvi:..N .t..IGi--Il• TICKK! n.EF~LECl.S 

THI 5 COLLEC f CALL ! 0 1•1h.:-, • 
1J:t.H.A D • iU\lD KE.N :STJHGI ;:,, El GrlT ZERO 

TWO wA~HINGfON dOULEVARD, LIIfLE RUG~. 

LOLJISVILLE 

JANUArlY TWELVE, .SIXTi l:.IGi-il, ;:,TuriGI~, Nli'iE lv.tLvJ::. F1~1, lHhl:..h. 

THHl::.E fi·iREE DA.::iH i·wo ~EVEN f\1,O EIGHf. 

i'1IAMI 

FEBrl.UARl' FIFTEEN, .SIATY l!.:IGHr, FUH.l LAUDEriDALE, ELEVEN 

FOHTY EIGHr Al•l, FIVE .::,IA FOJri DA.;:,rl T'wO 1.Hhl:..E. o::,EvEN ONE.­

FEl:HtuAri't •. ·:d X l EEJ\J, .:>I A ·1 t i:.. I GH J, FO ri f LA LJ1Jc..nDAL.t., 'iv.· l:.L\/ 1!. 

NINl:.fEEN P~, FIVE ~IA FOJri DA~H fwO IHrtEE ~~VEN ONE• 

i\11 NNEAPOLI ~ 

JAL\iUARY ! w£i\i 1Y ON.b, .SIXTY EIGHT!, i'llNNEA.i-'OLI '::>, ON.t. i'HI ri.li 

F O Urt i--\lvl, EI GH r ;'.::)IX ~IX D.4::i.H F O Uli F O 011'. fHn.t . .1:. £\JIN .t. • 

1\Ew HAVEN 

FEBrtUArii I~EN1¥, ~1~1Y ~IGHl, NLlrl~ALrt, CONN~ClICUf, FlvE 

£LEVEN Pi"l, 1:;lGrl'f FOUh ~E.\/t,;N DA.':lH NINE. '.lt~-s.O FlVt fv.,lJ• 

END PAGE iHB.£E 
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PAGt. FOUR 

LA 44-1574 

• • 
-

FEBHuAHt f~'ENl'i ,::;IX, ~IX1Y .l:..IGH!, BhliJGt.~Onl, CON1~ECfICUT, 

E:LEV£N E.IGHll:..EN ?i¥1, fHri.i:,E THHEE SIX DA&.H FOUn NINE FOL.Jr~ ~EVEN• 

OKLAHONA GITY 

FEHHUAh't. ElGrlitEN, ,;:,IXJt EIGHT, i·illJv.:} .... ;::d' Clli, Oi'Ji::.. n 11.t.i\Jlt 

ONE p;,,i; ;;:,£vEN THBEt .SEVEN Di\.SH FI vE l!.I GH'l .SKVEN ~IX. 

PHI LADl'JLPHIA 

JANuAd.x' lHnEl:!;, ~IXi't l:.luHf, PHILADELPHIA, i-<t..NN.::>Y'Lv.ANIA, 

SE.VEN THirlrY ~t,;VcN Piv1, i\\i'O FOU.k ~£vEN lJA.'.::>H 1\.vO i.El'{Q 'iwO .::if.VE~• 

DEGEMBEH lW~LVE, ~IXit ~E~E.N, ~HAHO~ HILL, P~NN~~LVANIA, 

EIGHT ~IX1EEN P1~J, FIVE. .t.lGHl ~IX DA~H lv,O tt.1-{0 ~IX l.1'..rtO• 

~f'\. C 1iA1•l E:N T 0 

Dt.CE~vH:H~~H EIGHU:.E{"J, ~IX1X' EIGHT, .SACriA.l'-11:..t✓ TO, ;:ii.A tEhO 

SEVEN PM, NINE T~O. FIVE DA~H EIGrll FOUh Z~nO fHKEE• 

DECtNbErl lv.ENTt, .SlXlY Ell:iHl, ~i.\CriAJ.-.lENTO, !EN £.l!.riO 

FIVE PL"l, NINE T'wO FIVE DA.::;H E:IGHT FOU.tt lt..,HO THrtt.t.• 

SJ. LOUI.S 

MAHCH lEi·-., .:,lXiY t!Grif, Klhi{\1iOOl.J, NlS~00.r{l, li:J\J FOnlY 

EIGHT At•l, StvEN EIG.di 01\ll!. DA~ri EIGtrr ~t.VEN ~t.VEN ~IA• 

END t-tAGI:. FOdH. 
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• :, ,. • PAGE FIVE 

LA 44-1574 

.SAN FHANCISCO ,,, .. 

JO~E, CALIFOhNIA, 

TICKET itl!;F'LEClS PEh:;,ON TO P£R~ON CALL 10 LENOh.E. wllJEN, NINE 

FEBHUAn.Y EIGi-flt.E.N, .S!ATY b.IGHl, ~.AU.:,ALl]O, rwo FOriI'X' 
.. 

TH~EE PM, IHHEE iHhEE J~U DA~H FI~~ FIVE NINE 1wo. 

THREE PM, THRbE ·rHri'.EE 1 \!i'O DASH F 1-V 1:.: FIVE NI NE. Tv.'O • 

F'E.BrlUA1iY NINETEEN, .:SIXT¥ E..I GHT, ~Au.':.iALI 10, THriEE FOri.lY 

NINE PM, lHHEE SIX FIVE DASH ~INE SEVEN SIX 1HhEE• 

F'EBHUArlY NIN1!..1E£N .SlA1l' El GHT, .H.EDwOOD CI TY, EIGHI ZEnO 

FEBriUARY El GHlEEN, SIXT¥ EI GHI, Rh.D\-vOOD Cl Tt, .'.::>~Vl:.N 

END PAGE F'IVE 
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PAGE SIX 

LA 44-1574 

• 
.,,, ... 

ONE PM, ·rHH.EE SIX NINE DA~H l!.IGHl TH,il:.£ SEVl!.N lErl.Q. , 

FEBRUARY IW~NlY, ~IXfY EIGH1, REDWOOD Cl1Y, F00K lEnO 

THREE PM, 1HHEE ~IX NINE DA~H EIGH1 IHrtEE 5EVEN ZEttO. 

ZERO THREE PM, THrth:E. ~IX NIN£ lJA~H E.IGH'! 1Hh£E. 5EVEN iI:..nO• 

FEBhUAHY EIGHI'EEN, ;;:iIXfY EIGHT, 1'vl!LL VALLE.'t, ~EVEN 

FEBrtUARl EIGH1E£N, :::ililli EIGHT, t1ILL VALLEY, .SIA. THlhlt'" 

FOUR PM, THREE EIGH1 EIGHI DASH ~~VEN ZERO FOUrl FOUrt• 

DECENBE..R ELEVEN, .SIXT'x' SEVEN, .'.:.iAN Fh.ANCI .::GO, T\~t.LVh 

T~ENTY NINE PM, THR~E SIX TWO DASH SIX ONE ~IX ZERO• 

D£Ct.J1H,ER l~'ELVE, ~IXT't :::iEVEN, ~AN FHANCI SCO, ONE: F IF'! Y 

SEVEN PM, THREE SIX IWO DA~H SIX ONE ~IX lEhQ. 

END PAGE SIA 
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PAGE SEVEN 

Li~ 44-1574 

lANPA 

• • 

lJECl:!..MBE:R rHIRTt ONE, .::,IA.r'i SEVEN, .bhi~Dl:J\IION, }tLOrilDA, 

SIX fW~LVE, ~M, ~EVE~ FUurl ~IX DA~H FOUh FIVE. EIGH1 FOUh. 

WA~HINGTON FIELD 

MARCH "IwO, SIXfY £1Gi-il, l;:.A.~HINGTON, u.c., .:>EVE.N FIFTY ONE 

Ei\CH OFF I CE SHOULD f.;.:j fABLI !:,H I DEN ll l't' OF :,UB~Citl BEH AND 

IDENTITY OF CALL£ti AND AN'i" INFOH.i•'-EAl'ION 1HAl i•lIGHT hE GAINED 

CONCERN I NG Rl4. 'i IF HE i'lADE i~NY UF fHE~E CALL~• 

Alrl MAIL COPILS FUhNI~h 

FBI TAMPA 

TU.P 
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.. ·. ,- ... _.,..'.,••.QPl'IONALPORM NO. 10 
''i . MAY 1• IIDITION I GSA l'PMII (41 CP'II) 101-11,t 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SftCJ Tfi/V/Pfl (_t-s7-3Z3l) 

FROM SR t.Jtll~ fl. If t//'ill 

SUBJECT: 

/<, G /f PrP, II Z lj t.. O<J.Jµ ~ ~ ?:. n.... ' 

:.:Y/4-<., -1-/:J/ <b8,, ( 0 /c,..lj~ ~<( C1J:2,.IU.,(__C/ 44, a-LJ ,u.-uJ.dJ 
. () . d t7 

~ - ~J {JI_, ,_r ''3 t t<¼ (Su!<2.,-s ,£Ji"-s cJl~ µ.,er tA-,/1 c_;:_}7 c{) 

~..tl-r( (!-'-11 s~ i t-.ot.JH E, YZ.R.._ de /...OWH Vf:,~ ~ . 

(_~~-a:111 A-,'(ez /. ild./sb.efJcJ'-'--t,t..__ <"~f VdlV? l[i_'Jf5~-I~ 

/'1l'IIC.'7 6>. 6«::c.Jl'I bl{(..,, !ldh ~'-'a,(_ ~,_,__J 7 d?it MJL, ~ tk.4.<J~ 

i3Lv'>,. .RP • ~-

13 .;z If y ('/o.s<,, ~ ~,2.£/J /3,LL4~;:u_,.__ • 

C/4~n_/€5· 1-fdt~ t:_,. ~j/l... I IJAf/.:~~RI /4s<:J~~i~~ ~ e,<2v~~~ 
y ~- ( \ -

t ~ ' • 

fo s: ~ µ CJ o d, &.. , flt~A M~ ( ~ ..// 5t't...t.A/ dJ c:>16' ~ 
Su I:. Lg /-(21 / 77<;,,,....,r>-- cP ~, ;_,, i!J II f <LA f ~.uJL-\f 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

D ate, __ -=4CL.../:-=2-=-7....L./--=6:....::8~----

EFFIE SILVERS, Laundry Manager, Oak Park Cleaners, 
3210 East Broadway, Tampa, Florida, advised that the following 
Thermo-Seal machines were used at the plant: 

#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

aerial 31689 

serial 31693 

serial 31781 

serial 32140 

She stated that a review of her records since 
January 1, 1967, failed to reflect that the sequence of 
numbers and letters 20R-3 has ever been used on yellow tape 
since that date. 

Mrs. SILVERS made available sample laundry tapes 
by the four Thermo-Seal machines used at the plant. 

4/25/68 Tampa,Fla. TP 157-3231 -~ 35-3 On _______ at _______ -..--________ File# _____________ _ 

JtfG 
SA DENNIS R. DICKSON:DRD/nh by _______________________ _ Date dictated __ 4_/_2_6_/_6_8 _____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: 

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the following in 
1 

------~(T..Ty7:"pe~i-;;:·n -:--;pl;::ai;:-:nt;--=-:ex:-::-t--:o,-c-od-;-e;--) _____ _JI 
Vi a _ __,rf:1..---..;_( .::;:t_--Lf__,-,t-V ..!,_f-=e-=--- V ,<?_ ({E /f- : 

------=:........!..:::..U-=:~!-(~P---=-rio~· ri~·ty')--------ll 

-------------------------------------------(!l:tf-rri~}-----
-ro : f>;' J(& c +-o t<, f 6 y:::,. ( l/lf - 3 'i:'r, I), ~,· If rt /rJ ~H"1'1 /1o UJ' t-o ,J 

/\ 
/'-t--N I) /'1 ~ M /' )/ ,'__r ( i( C/,-/ q 

S'/>11rR {<5 f 141/-'l() y L ,f. d f' ,A'c yA l.- At'IE'" ~/ c A ,J S/1-a w 5~ , 
t- f- M f.. "- It ,e ; L '/ f. £ s: I> ; ,,//;:- ,t f f-w-o 1J- v ,v .fJ ,{ e tJ 6 L t; v e ,./ .f H '>hr a'!; 

f ~ f, .. ,J uf., r .b, ,,, f 1uf A ""/ +- ,t J> ✓>. s ,E.r? 0 µ /If',( ,'l f-w Hf V t- ,' 6 I{ -t I 

• { ,J sf A,if-,, t>,V £ C /1,tK,/_ E .J /?,, y J,:, fl ,J s C,,,; , ,tf C ""'(' ~ ss ,'o rl 11--i ,e £ /1'1 

v1 / +- Ii fl-EA ,er " ; .A t11E r1 / c "' f fl-. w s f-A ,.- ,c ~A?." u ~ A ~ f ;t,/J't l'rl ) r ~ 

f Lo R i i1 ,., /j £ ,q ,cs k e.s £ '1 1-3 l,4 n/ "-- r +o S' ._, "' r:s t ct- --:,--~,., e. .f t.::- 11,e L 

t. /J-y, .51' D ,e fa' s /I /J V is£ .A .5 "w JD tJ p s:o /V ,,,. -f 17J-,,-r 1"4- T /he£ E 

{) .A r' r .4 r;:_". I,.,,., r ,.4 A-H c,.,, tfl-1 L o <',4 +-£ c/Hf l'f t ,s 5 /,qy fl fllf/S' 
0

,.) 

to /j £ f- r-vt "'1 , · ,,.r rE ' 1 r.:.. To E ,.,+ I c ,.. L w, '-1 J... s vd JE c f- ,,,e /l'y, ti 

8£. ,J £.LL/ S«1 w' ~£ c ,e E +~ ~,/ ~ v ,t t. A,,,, E ,,e'/ c: ,4/ r-/Iv ws I 7, .I' ✓ 

(-A I ,l <, tf., ,,.,.t P I'\ 0 v /s .€ p h ('A ; /.... -f w Ii,.,.., Y ,J/,i/ I=. .h,/ SI- 11- J+-, _,Io 
I -

,-1, ,4 .{. r o F ti m IE' ,'l /c A- .(' 1/-o w .>, j--.A"'t f' /9 1 N;, ~A-d<~ 

~~-~~ ~,~~,£~ 
~ ~ - _()_ 

~ ~ ~~ ~, 1./.e-:f-J ~~ 
~ ,,_-.: -h.-,~ I ~ :f ..,:_ ~ ·t\ 

. ;'o--.l_ M~ee ~l-tl-~--~-L~,,-~~- J~~~~~D . 
u 6 - - ,r- 'fN OEXED-

0
-;----:-_-------

Approved: -------:#-------
Special Agent in Charge 

Sent 

'J 'e? 
'1~~ 
&d 4M 

<?' 1 ' /:>- ..,_ 

FlLED 
Per & 
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- '.,: -. ' . ~. . -~-f ?7,J;?: -
. ~ ,.~. 

FD-36,,(fl!fev. 5-22-64) · 

FBI 

Date: 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Transmit the f o !lowing in --------;;:;;----:----:---:-------::--,------------11 
(Type in plaintext or code) I 

I 
Via ________ _ I 

(Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L-------

( ~ i ~'_,,, t;;; ~ O'\,-i. ~ 2-7 1 I 7 ~ y J-

, ~~' -t--'fav". ~1 ~~ a,.,/1 ~ /!11-y 
o.R1._ ~ ii ~ . ~ u-A C. £ j s D N ,l't lu?.6--- ,ea V ,,ii' D j) rl- .'Ly; 

,~~~~~7~~ 
,w 1 ~ ~ _,Q_ P ~ 7 ~ 
~ ~ f A Y., 

~a--PPa~, 

Approved: __________ _ Sent ______ M Per ______ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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.,; •• •• 
FBI WA~H DC 

FBI TA.MPA 

749 PM UHG~NT 4/29/68 ALS 

TO DliiECTOH CL14-38b61), BIHi,•:tINGHAi•l, HOUSTON, AND NAi•1PHIS 

FRON t A1"1.P A C 1 5 7 - 3 2 3 1 ) 

MUhKI~; Cri• 00: ME• 

FOR INF'OR.NATION HOUSlON riE'lEL A5 FOLLO"w.S: 

ALA.BP.MA ADVI::.ED ON APHIL lv,iE.NlY EIGHT, IN5AN·r, ON~ CHAriLE~ RAY 

JOHN.SON, .A CONCESSIONARlf!JvlAN ~,I lrt HEAB.'1 OF Ai"WlEHICA ~riO~v5, F'Alrl-

IAMP.4 AlTENPT LOCAlE: CHAHLE..'.::l H.A'i JOHNSON TO DElEr,;.NlNE IF 

· I DENT! CAL WI TH .SUBJE.Cl HAY. 0 

TANPA, NO CONCES~ I ONAI HEi.11iAN KNOWN Ni-\flt..D CHAhLt.;) HA t JuHN:>OL'-J°, 

AND ~UDJECT RAY PHOTO;:, E:XHIBI'lED NEGATIVE• 

END PAGE ONE 

SEARCHED __ _ 
INDEXED __ _ 

f ~~~LIZED 2t : 
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\ •• •• • 

TP 157-3231> 

TP l\\·0 FOUR C ADVISED APH.IL T~EN'JY NINE,· H£.A.hf OF .Al-'iERICA 

SH0W.S HAVE NOT BEEN IN TAfv1PA, lHAl I l I .S .'.::>HALL BLY B~· NIGHT 0UT­

Fl l, AND BIL.LB0AHD ivl.AGAllNE;_ Sl·IO~,S HEAHf OF Ar'ltHlCA TO EPEN APRIL 

JOHNSON, AND SUBJECT RAY ALL UNKNOvH\i 10 SOUh'.CE • .SOURCE IS ON 

FAIRGROUND DAILY• 

HOU.::,·f(DN Al'TEMPI LOCATE CHAhLE~ HAY JOHNSON THROUGH HEART OF 

AMEHI CA SHQv.iS TO DETEH.MINE IF' I DENT I CAL wl TH SUBJECT RAY. 

END 

CAB 

ARMED AND DANGEROU~. 

FBI wASH DC 

SEARCHiD __ _ 
INDEXED __ __ 
SJ:R!.AllZED _____ .-... ___ _ 

F~Lf.D ----~ 
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•• •• 
FBI TAMPA 

859Pci UhG~~l 4-28-68 tt~P 

FHOM Bllli11NGHAM (44-1740) lP 

NUHJ{!N 

ON APHIL f\\1EN!'tEIGHl lN,;;fANI, ONE CHA.r1-Lt...'.:) HA~ JOHN.::,ON, A 
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. -'-

Al&flL :.11111111, 

10t t11'..A 't?,· - . .... . ' .· 

. _· . . l. / 
ea · ••••• 

.,· - - . . . 

•-- . . · . le Ta1111 ele1•tJ' .. 10 Wle ., .. 4/U/el ••• 
llfll>ll• t-1-'rpe· te -----~ .. 4/18118• atnall ••ad• te 

- ...... ,.. . 

. . Att, :fta ·,.:.ceouet. WG& • 4/11 ... 4/19/el at Ille 
r1•l._oe, · l!le 11 •'-•••• ••• Ilia .. u.,r,.hi-lnll r11id1nee . 

- ....... ,, ... . 
-: __ ................. tllal .WU& r••••-- t•1■ Alalll■■-- . 

-- 4/.h/fla .... ta Rill ei•taa 1N8 ta• Cl&e•r•ltti· -...ua.1 •.. : 
lfi•r--u tlaat YGll ta __,,_..1 .... 1a Ul'-N ea tJae Nllt fer . 
tile .,_ IMt i• natiac ._. ·1a •••• tile 1.., ... 1. tllat tJae n1 · 
t• att1111tlQ .i.-eoatact_ Ida ....-••as tilts nat. wna ... •• --_ · 
re••-•••• llta bU u,- 111-· Ntoa trr 1 ·_ Alalta• .,.. NS....,,., ta 
,el .. laJ.•• _ta.at nra•-19_ •••• ,,1q w aTOid ni ••oa111• of 1a1a 

. tiaaec,ial. alt•t&ee ... Jau latt ,.,. apta • 
. - .. -. - . 

. . . 81.Me Wlfe prff~Y a41Yiaed llaat Wal& ... ill ... t-
1e■1r1t·_ Ala. wlvlns 1988 -tu Clllwrobtt ■IMI _Hip.,,_. ••• 
•••tty· ••illed tlaat Ula ..-u:r..a tl'OIII Ai.,a,n «rt•~• i1111ua, 
.I.,•• pa.sa 
2- .. wi. 

.. 
Jackaoa•tlle _ 

·-T•ltf8 . . 

=•• . (8) .cd-, . 

SE~RCHED------__..­
.. \NOEXED~. · -,--.--­

SER\Al\ZE --'----
f\LED - · -· ·•. 

- - - . 

··y-~7-_,3~3/·~ .• -:}_ft: :'~---
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.• .. ·... . . .. ._, • .ttwt• Mias 111• t:o 1eeate waa ·'·"'·., ...... . . 
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m;r (443et) 

SACt T$W!4 72: (p) 

ALZ T. LA)'O, Cli Ch A. otte C ty Curt 
1un )uto c-OrdA l ?1?tdQ10 advl,**d 9.4 RMST J. KTTgfl 
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the signstary Oa th* 1.0. of 3AS VARL TAY wii slallar 
it igtr of, JAEZ RIVY fat,Jacmifle1. lic' said the 
AY ti1y inJasernvt11e origitIy at*c to STiviUø 
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GSA FPMR (41 CPR) 101-11,I 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, T1\} 1 PA (157-32~1) DATE: 4/30/68 

FROM SA JAMES B. HA ~-,LEY 

SUBJECT: ~HJRKIN 

On this date I cont "cted Captain JA~H~S C. BROWN, 
Identification lJivision, Orlando PD, and Lieutenant DICK OVEU­
NAN, Identification Division, Oranqe County SO, reqarding the 
8.bov e case. 

Both stated that thi~respective offices will immed­
i~tely compare JAMgs EARL RAY's finqerprints with latent finnerprints 
on all unsol~ed crimes in their offices from 4/?3/67 to date, and 
wi 1.1. imn,ediately advise the writ er in the event any positive in­
for~ation is developed. 

JBH/ 

Buy U.S. Sa11ings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Sa11ings Plan 
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