Date:
ate 5/2/768

PLAINTEXT

A (Type in plaintext or code)
TELETYPE URGENT

" Transmit the following in

(Priority)

1TO DIRECIOK (44-38861) AND JACKSONVILLE (44-769)

FrOM TaMPA (157-3231)

MURKIN.

RE NEwARK TEL 10 TAMPA AND SAVANNAH APRIL TWENIYSEVEN LAST,

AND NEWARK TEL TO TamMPA APRIL TWENTY NINE LAST.

RE: NINELVEEN SIXIYSEVEN Orn NINEIERN SIATY BIGHT BROWN PLYMOUTHZi

BEARING FLORIDA LICENSE TQAEE E FIVE 51X FOUR THREE SEEN
- BY MAN IN SAVANNAH> GA«» APRIL TwENIYSIX LAST BEING DRIVEN
BY MAN DLSCKIBED AS RESEMBLING JAMES LARL HAY.
AFTER EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY TAMFA OFFICE 10 TRACE VEHICLE
ON MAY TwO INSTANT, MISSe ANN LIBERTYs SECHETARY AT JINMMY SPEARS
CENTRAL FLORIDA AUTO AUCTIONs AKA. ORLANDO AUTO AUCTION, OKRLANDO.
FLA«S ADVISBb NINEITEREN SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH;.VIN F 1lwO FIVE TWwO
1wO SIX SEVEN SIXK NAUGHT EIGHT WAS 5OLD JANUARY SIATEENs SIXITY
EIGHT 10 waDk PHILLIPS, PHILLIPS BrROIHERSs FALATKAs FLA. AUCTION
AT ORLANDO HAD NO RECORD QF ANY FLORIDA LICENSE TAG ON VEHAICLE.
JACKSONVILLE AT FPALATKA DEILRMINE FrROM PHILLIPS BROTHEKS 10
WHOM SOLD CAk AND CONDUCT AFFROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE

OWNER AND IF THIS MAN IDENTICAL %ITH JAMNES EAERL HAY.J/ ﬁ;wu4£l%2~
kM ('3'1"!4 !Mi . z" ’V

AIRNMAIL COPILS [0 BH, NK» ME AND SV '
ARMED AND, PANGEROUS | 2
Approved: ___ ' -

v | Sent %
g ‘ .
ial Agent in Cha_rg'e A H
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FBI TAMPA ’ '

736PM  URGENT 5/2/68 MJR

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) AND JACKSONVILLE (44-769)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKIN.

RE NEWARK TEL TO TAMPA AND SAVANNAH APRIL TWENTYSEVEN LAST,

AND NEWARK TEL TO TAMPA APRIL TWENTY NINE LAST.

REs NINETEEN SIXTYSEVEN OR NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT BROWN PLYMOUTH s

BEARING FLORIDA LICENSE THREE E FIVE SIX FOUR THREE SEEN

BY MAN IN SAVANNAH, GA.» APRIL TWENTYSIX LAST BEING DRIVEN

BY MAN DESCRIBED AS RESEMBLING JAMES EARL RAY.

AFTER EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION BY TAMPA OFFICE TO TRACE VEHICLE

ON MAY TWO INSTANT» MISS. ANN LIBERTY» SECRETARY AT JIMMY SPEARS

' CENTRAL FLORIDA AUTO AUCTION, AKA. ORLANDO AUTO AUCTION, ORLANDOS

FLA.» ADVISED NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE PLYMOUTH» VIN P TWO FIVE TWO

TWO SIX SEVEN SIX NAUGHT EIGHT WAS SOLD JANUARY SIXTEEN, SIXTY

EIGHT TO WADE PHILLIPS PHILLIPS BROTHERSs PALATKA, FLA. AUCTION

AT ORLANDO HAD NO RECORD OF ANY FLORIDA LICENSE TAG ON VEHICLE.

JACKSONVILLE AT PALATKA DETERMINE FROM PHILLIPS BROTHERS TO

WHOM SOLD CAR AND CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO DETERMINE

OWNER AND IF THIS MAN IDENTICAL WITH JAMES EARL RAY.

AIRMAIL COPIES TO BH» NK, ME AND SV.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

END
cJAa

- FILED
FB1 JACKSVLE <
TKS
&M
Bl WAsH D.c

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

SAC, TAMPA (157-3231)

SA JOHN J. GAFI'NEY

SUBJECT:  MURKIN
Re Newark teletype to Tampa, 4/29/68.

On 5/1/68, OSCAR BONIS (PROTECT IDENTITY), vice presddent,
Broadway National Bank of Tampa, made availahle for examination
their copy of collection notice #39114, dated 1/11/68 for
collection of $1,000. for Automotive Rentals, Inc., Pennsauken,
N.J. for a 1965 Plymouth Fury, II. This collection xakex notice
shows that this amount was paid by C & R Motors on 1/12/68 in
the total amount of $1,001,25.

On 5/1/68, J. RALPH CAMERO, owner of C & R Motors, N. Ylorida
Ave.,, Tampa was recontacted. He advised after review of all of his
records that this firm did purchase this vehicle from Automotive
R, ntals, Inc., receiving possession of the vehicle on 1/4/68
and that their records further show this vehicle was sold for
$979, on 1/9/68, at the Auto Auction at Orlando, Florida. He
stated he does not know who purchased it from the auto auction
but that the records of t hé auction would reveal to whom the
vehicle was sold.

LEAD: AT OREANDO, FLA,
Will contact official of the auto auction to determine
to whom this 1965 Plymouth Exxxkx Fury IL, was sold. This vehicle
has VIN #P252267608 and bears 1967-68 Florida license 3E-5643,
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

1959

o Six F aces ‘Of Suspected Assassin
JameSE&l'I . ; . : . . o ; ) : : : ) N
sought in the ."!zzy :}f&;i):,s R]::(t:m Starve G_ral't, who is being  available on Ray’s desctiption is: Height 5 feet Zl'l)‘"'weight‘ -
plis April 4, is 5 man de ; [ Luthor King Jr. at Mem- 163 to 174 pouids; brown hair; blue eyes. He has 2 s all
Bhpearance i,s stbject fo cis:;; ed astha lonell'; ‘His physical ~ scar on his forehead and right paﬂl‘m/ His left ear portrll:ies h
| T '86, as these police and prison  farther than his ri ite ot
otos from 1954 £, Tho 1008t Chcont forerer I his right ear does. White male abont 40.
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ST. PETERSBURG EVENING
INDEPENDENT, ST.
PETERSBURG, FLA.

Date: 4/24/68
Edition: IDCAL

Author:

Editor: ROBERT M. STIFF

Title:

Character:
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157-3231
TAMPA

Classification:
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TAMNPA (157-3231) DATE: 4/26/68

SA DAVID BHUMBLE

supject: MURKIN

On 4/2 6/68 GEO GE W'« DRUFF, 802 Rosur Perk Dr. Sc., >t.
Petersburg, made compnlaint to St. Petersburz PD tanat RAY had
been residin: at an apartment at that address fer past three
days. PD surrounded the house and notified FBI. Woadruff
is a known chronic complainant with severe mental problem
(subjeet of 44 cases Tampa Division) has furnished false informution
several times in past. Individual he stioted as look-a-like
positively identifies not to be Ray and is WILLIAM EDGAR VAN

ﬁgﬁgANi w/m, DOB\ L New Brighton, Penna.,
an rossan eliminated as susnmect by landlady who identified

PD photo and fact that he is 6'4" and weil hs 225 lbs.

DABZas

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

: SAC, (157~3231) DATE: +/27/68
FROM : S\ ROBERT W, KNIGHT
SUBJECT: MURKIN

At 3:40 PM, this date, Mrs. THELMA DINGMAN, 1118
Sunset Point Rd., Clearwater, Fla., telephonically advised
that she had a roomer that might be identical with RAY. She
sai< his name is EDMONDSON (FNU); that he is in his 40's;
slender; 110-120 1lbs,; medium height; and drives a white car
make unknawn,

Supr. BELANGER advised at 4:30 PM, and he assigned
SA RUTLAND to handle. SA RUTLAND was notified at 4:40 PM,

AWK s rwk

(2)

)5 T A2 %//
SEARCHED ..., //11NDEXED :
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC (157-3231)

SA JonN J,. RUTLAND

suject: MURKIN

Re: FNU
Suqnect :

On 4/27/68, Mrs. TIELMA nmmmw, 1118 Sunset Point Road,
Clearvater, Florida, telenhondgally centacted the Tamna Offlce
and advised that captioned 1ndiv1du91 considered a susnect in
the KING murder., ;

Mrs. DINGMAN was contaded at her residence on 4/27/68,
and advised as follows:

On 4/26/68, an indi vidual driving a white convertible
anneared at her home in answer tc an advertisamémt of an
apartment fcr rent. Ile was told that another pnarty had first
refusal but that he should call on 4/27/68. This individual
said bhe cculc not nay $75.00 rental and afireement finalized
at $60,00 monthly.

On 4/27/68, this individual aqain called »nd was told
that he could hwve the apartment after whick he came t¢ thre
residence, went directly tec the anartment andcommenced unloading
his clothing ~nd effects. Mrs. DINGMAN went out to collect rent
at which time he said th~ot he did not have the money for the
rent and wculd not be paid until the following vr1day He was
then denied tre apartment but left his clothking with intention
tc return with rental money on 4/28/68,

Mrs. DINGMAN saic¢ that this individual did not watk with
a limn but had crutches in hics car. Ile told her that he worked
for the government. She said that she observed letters in his
personal efccts after his departure dated 1965 anc¢ 19606, be~ring

address MY EDMONDSON, 4. )3/ gyo

Mrs., DINGMAN on bheing di splayed nhotographs nfjgnb1ect
RAY snid thkat her eveqlqht icextremely »noor md tk |
not be able t¢ recognize RAY or anyvone else if s

She said tkat only reason to feel that thi
be involved in KING murder was thnt he drove a w!
strangely, 2and attemnted te c(ccupy anartment with

1t is 1o he noted thnt Mrs. DINGMAN is 72 years of age,
annhears senile, and admitted that she would 1like for FRI to check
on this individual as she would like tc wnow more about him before

he becqmeB% rred b 25 Bonds I}cgul%l] on the quy{o]l Savin ngs Play

cw of ab ive no er investigati be1ng conducted.
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10102 . 41568 ® ()8

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

L/26/63

MELVIN LEMONS, .Secretary to the Director, lledical
Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, advised
CARLOS LEL BILLINGS, FBI # 3687S4A, is at the Medical Center
for psychiatric treatment with the long-term gcal of an
eventual return to the U. S. Penitentiary at Laavenworth

Kansas.

He stated on April 2, 1968, the lledical Center
directed a letter to the U. S. Probation Office at Little
Rock. Arkansas, stating that although BILLINCS now appears

to be competent, several months ago he was too psychiatrically
disturbed to dart1c1pa+e in any court here. A plan is to
examine him again in a month to cetermine whether or not he

is competent to participate in legal proceecings.

LEMONS stated that while BILLINGS was at the
Medical Center on a previous occasion a .psychiatric report
-prepared April 17, 1967, by Dr. ANDREW I'. GUSCHWAN, M.D..
Staff Psychiatrist, contained the following diagnosis:

"Schizophrenic Reaction, chronic undifferentiated.type,
soc1opathlc personality disturbance, anti- social tyne,
migraine headaches, with possible brain damage.’

/57 353/-3 %/
——— T ]
onlr M.»wf:w/ FILED j_é!__*

-
4/26/68 Springfield, Missouril ‘Q;yﬂﬁﬂgﬂ //’£7
at Fi le #7‘“ T T e e

N v

SA JAMES A. MITCHELL - LAC | v/ {s/¢68
by : ' Date dictated

Vel e e

This document contoins neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it ond its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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' "D-302 {Rev. 4-15-64) "‘i '

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

4/26/68

CARLOS LEE BILLINGS, inmate, Medical Center for
Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, was advised of the
identity of JAMES A. MITCHELL as a Special Agent of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation. He was told the purpose of the
interview concerned a report he had made sometime ago to the
FBI that he had been offered $50,000. to kill MARTIN LUTHER
KING by two individuals identified only as JAMES and EDDIE.
This took place in Columbia, South Carolina, in about March,
1965. He was furnished a warning and waiver form, which he
read and executed. He then furnished the following oral
information:

In early 1265, in Columbia, South Carolina, he met

—~a soldier stationed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, who was
to be discharged within a few days. His name was JIM or
GLENN BARBEu, but he 1is not sure of the first name or the
spelling of the last name. He had just returned from Panama,
and he believes he held the rank of Corporal. BARBER had
marijuana and pep pills in his possession and was a very
convincing talker. BARBER had met a female in Columbia named
JOHNNIE BLACKWELL. She worked as a waitress at a lounge he
believes was called the "Downtown," located near Chubby's
Steak House in Columbia. She was from a little town twenty
miles south of Columbia, name unknown. BLACKWELL roomed with
a girl named JUNE TAYLOR, somewhere on Bull Street in Columbia.
Both girls were prostitutes, and BILLINGS lived part of the
time with TAYLOR. TAYLOR worked at a night club there called
the "Red Rooster."”

BLACKWELL had met two men known as JAMES and EDDIE
and had filled a prostitution date with JAMES for $50. The
initial meeting took place in some club, name unknown, located
near Chubby's Steak House, possibly the "Downtown.'" BLACKWELL
told JIM she had to leave because she had a date with a
soldier from Fort Jackson, South Caroclina, named BARBER.

JAMES asked her to ask BARBER if he could get ahold of
any weapons, whereupon she told him BARBER had a machine gun.

/57,;£3/ 377

B “Wwonl ’)_1...,,._..

L~ FILED . 42;*
4L/26/68 Springfield, Missouri | !‘54 TR _
at . File#j ) ;A,l;‘M,.,’,‘k,

oo Ao Y
- R o Vo A
by SA JAMES A. MITCHELL - LAC Oate dictated H/QS/GS/

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI ond is Iowogency;

it and its contents are notto be distributed outside your agency.
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KC 44-760
2

JAMES expressed an interest in buying it from BARBER and
told her to pass this on to him, which she agreed to do.
The prostitution date was filled in a motel in town, name
unxnown.

The following night, at the V.F.W., he, JAMES,
EDDY and BRARBER met. TAYLOR and BLACKWELL were present,
as well as two other girls who worked at the '"Red Rooster,"
but this was their night off. He doces not recall their
names. This was the first time he had met JAMES and EDDY.
The men went outside and BARBER gave them each a stick of
marijuana which he had brought back from Panama. They all
sat in JAMES's white 1964-65 Lincoln Continental and smoked
marijuana. The Lincoln had a Tennessee license plate
beginning with the number 2, which designates Memphis. JAMES
‘was always smoking big cigars and wore a large diamond ring.
He understood JAMES has money in Mississippi and Tennessee.
He owns land in Clarksdale, Mississippi, has a big car lot in
Memphis and a night club. In the old days he was a bootlegger.
JAMES despises the Negro race and, partlcularly, any with
Communist leanings.

While in the car, JAMES told BARBER he understood
he had a .50-caliber machine gun and BARBER said he did.
JAMES asked if he wanted to sell it and he said, "Yes."
Either JAMES or EDDIE asked where the machine gun was and
- how long it would take to get it. BARBER said three days
because it was in Westwego, Louisiana, in care of a friend
who ran a night club, The Canal Bank Inn. He never heard
this man's name. JAMES or EDDIE asked BARBER if he had any
ammunition for it, and he said he had a whole belt. One of
the men then offered him a thousand dollars for the machine

They all met again the next night at the largest
drive-in restaurant in Columbia, name unrecalled. JAMLS or
EDDIE asked him if he had ever used the machine gun before,
and he said he used one while in military service. It was
agreed that BILLINGS would take BARBER to Westwego, Louisiana,
which is on the west bank of New Orleans, to get the machine
gun. They were to meet JAMES and EDDIE on a certain unrecalled
date in Columbia and collect $1,000. for the machine gun. The
meet was to be at some unrecalled motel. BILLINGS stated he
has trouble remembering things that happened this long ago.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760
3

He drove BARBER to get the machine gun at the Canal
Bank Inn, and BARBER contacted some man outside of his
presence who reportedly told him the weapon had not arrived.
He and BARBER stayed in an apartment house at the rear of the
Canal Bank Inn for two days waiting for the weapon to arrive
but it never did. He became irritated with BARBER and then
felt BARBER never had such a weapon. BILLINGS returned alone
to Columbia, South Carolina, and he understood BARBER was going
to his home in Fort Myers, Florica. BARBER's parents reportedly
lived in and operated a trailer park at Fort Myers. BILLINGS
stated that at the time all this was going on he had and was
driving a 1959 Chevrolet convertible, maroon in color, tearing
a Maryland Temporary Tag. He bought the car under his true
name from Luby's Chevrolet in Baltimore, Maryland.

Upon his return to Columbia he met with JAMES and
EDDIE and informed them he did not get the weapon. He was told
the plan was for him and BARBER to kill MARTIN LUTHER KING for
$50,000. §$5,000. was to be in advance, with the remaining
$45,000. to be paid to them in Greenville, South Carolina.
JAMES said KING had to be "wiped out" because J. EDGAR HOOVER
had reported KING to be a confirmad Communist and the most
notorious liar of our day. The killing was to take place
along a scheduled march from Selma, Alabama, to Montgomery,
Alabama. The machine gun was “to bn placed in the back of a
paneled truck and driven to a spot on the Selma-to-Montgomery
route. When the front line of marchers, including Dr. KING,
approached the spot, the rear doors of the truck would be
opened and the marchers machine-gunned. The truck was to come
from some other state and purchased legally in the name of a
deceased person. They would then drive the paneled truck
away from the line of march to a country road where a passenger
car would be parked. The truck would be abandoned and then
they would travel into Montgomery, Alabama, by a devious back-
roacds route. They would then travel to Greenville, South
Carolina, where they would meet JAMES and EDDIE. JAMES would
tell them how to get to Sydney, Australia, via Mexico, on a
freighter. :

JAMES has a friend who formerly lived in Mississippi
but now has a sheep ranch in Broken Bow, Australia. This man
would help set them up in a bar or some other type of legitimate
business. :

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC u4-760

5

‘When he told JAIES and EDDIE that BARBER could not
produce the machine gun, they saild the plan had been dropped
because MARTIN LUTHER KING announced he was not going tc
participate in the march.

He described JAMES as white male American, age Ul;
5 feet, 10 inches; 210 pounds; blue eyes; brown hair, graying
on the sides. JAMES lives on a farm eight miles from Memphis,
in Mississippi.

EDDIE described as white male .American; 6 feet, 1
inch; 180 pounds; brown hair; age 38, good dresser, residesnce
Memphis, Tennessee.

BARBER described white male American, 22; 5 feet,
inches; 170 pounds: black hair; husky build, and gcod lool
lie believes BARBLR a psychiatric case and believes this w
the reason he was discharged from the military.

He has seen JAMES a2nd EDDIE since the above incident;
however, he 1s not going to say mors unless the Government
dismisses an Interstate Transportation of Stclen Motor Vehicla
charge against him. He has two detainers against him, and
one is a State detainer. The federal detainer is from U. S.
District Court, Montgomery, Alabama, and this detainer pre-
vents him from making parole. Ee is eligible for parole on
his current 5-year sentence in September 1968. He might get
a parole to a State detainer, but parole would not be
favorably acted upon with a federal detainer on file. If this
detainer were removed he weculd furnish the full names of JA'LS
and EDDIE and where they could be located. in addition to

~subsequent contacts he has had with these men. He was tcld
that no promises cf any kind cculd be made in this regard.

A photograph of JAMES EARPLY RAY, FBI { 306£uL43A,
taken at the lMissouri Pepartment of Correcticns, Jefferson
City, lMissouri, on March 17. 19€0, was shown to BILLINCS.
and he stated that he does not know this individual either
by name or photograph.

BILLINGS admitted he was at the lMedical Center for
psychiatric treatment. He has a writ in federal court urder
the provisions of Title 18, Secticn 2255, U. S. Code,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760
5

trying to get his original Interstate Transportation of
Stolen Motor Vehicle conviction set aside on the grounds

he was incompetent at the time. He was at the U. S.
Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, but was recently
transferred to the Medical Center because he has been

seeing a red man with a green coat and alligator shoes.

This red man is responsible for all his troubles. He is not
visible to him now, but he does see him when he is alone,
but not since he arrived here in February 1968.

The following is a description of BILLINGS as
obtained through observation and interview:

Race White
Sex Male
Nationality _ American
Height 6'
Weight ' 190 1bs.
Hair Brown
Eyes Blue
Born | , in North Carolina
(no town)
FBI # ' 3687%LA
Wife OMA BILLINGS
Box 214,
~ Toughkenamon, Pennsylvania
Mother VIRGINIA BILLINGS
Father P. B. BILLINGS
(Address same as above)
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Frf-36 (Rev. 5-22-64)

“FBI
Date: 4/27/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL ATIR MAIL
' (Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (u44-760) P

SUBJECT: MURKIN
{00 Memphis)
Re Baltimore teletype to Bureau dated 4/25/68.

Enclosed herewith for Bureau and all receiving
offices are two (2) copies each of FD-302s concerning
CARLOS LEE BILLINGS,

Referenced communication reveals CARLOS LEE
BILLINGS, former IO Fugitive No. 4017, in ITSP prison
break case, O0ffice of Origin Little Rock, received an
offer from JAMES (LNU) and EDDIE (LNU) of $50,000. to
kill MARTIN LUTHER KING in March of 1965.

The FD-302s concern interview with CARLOS LEE
BILLINGS, who is currently an inmate at the Medicel
Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, Missouri, and
a psychiatric evaluation of BILLINGS.

LEADS:
COLUMBIA:
AT COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA:

Attempt to locate and interview JOHNNIE BLACKWELL
and JUNE TAYLOR to confirm story and further identify individuals
named by BILLINGS.

3-Bureau (Enc., 2)
2-Memphis (Enc. 2)
2-Baltimore(Enc. 2)
| 2-New Orleans (Enc. 2)

- T—2.Tsmpa (Enc. 2) J P
2-Columbis (Enc. 2) 1 kel F}AEE;A
RBH/rl |
(1%)

Approved:

Special Agent in Charge

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



KC 44-760

TAMPA ;

AT FT., MYERS, FLORIDA:

- Attempt to locate and interview BARBER's parents
operating trasiler park in 1965.

NEW ORLEANS:
.AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISTANA:

Conduct 1nvest1gatlon at Canal Bank Inn to confirm
- story or futher identify individusals.

MEMPHIS
AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE:

Attempt to identify JAMES (LNU), owner of large
parklng lot that area.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 _

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TAM"A (157-3232) DATE: L4/26 /68
SPC AL L. SMIT.:

MUIKIN

At 6:58 PM this date Mr. PdILLIP L..ESE, 610 Key Road,
Titusville, Fla,, telephcne 267-6225 telephonically advised
that he cbserwed an indivicual in Titusville 4/22/68 which
nhe beliéves could possibly have been GALT. LEISE advis ed
he cbserved this individual hitchhiking on US iwy 1, South
carrying an attache case and dres:sed in slacks, white suirt
with long tie. Leese stated that he 1s an amateur artist
and he has made an adjusted sketch from t he photo as rublished
in the newspaper and ne feels that the individual he obser ved
could be considered to be a 50 - 60% chance of bein:z identical
as far as ruvsical anpearance s concerned.,

SA Hagy, acting for Supervisor Belanger, assigned SA B.
Ryan, Cocoa A, lead to contact Leese and determine what in-
formaticn can be develcped from Leese and thereafter submit
results to Tampa. SA Ryan so advised,

S:ibmitted for informati n.

e ———
SFARUER T

['(“’T/‘n AP TTEN
<ieivig)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TAMPA( (

57-3231)) (P) paTE:  5/10/68

e et

SA BARRY WILLIAM RYAN
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Rememo of Clerk AL SMITH dated 4/26/68.

On 4/26/68, Mr. PHILLIP LEESE, 610 Key Rd.,
Titusville, Fla., was contacted re captioned matter and
he furnished the following information:

He advised that on 4/22/68 he was traveling .,
south on U,S . Hwy #1 in Titusville, Fla., and hitchhiking
at the corner of Julia St, and U, S, #1 in Titusville
as a W/M with bushy hair who seemed to have very similar
characteristics to an individual whom he believed to be
wanted, He stated that all that week he had this indi-
vidual on his mind and, on 4/26/68, he looked through
some old newspapers and saw the photograph of JAMES RAY.
He stated that he saw this individual hiking at approx-
imately 5:00 p.m., on 4/22/68, This individual fit the
approximate description of RAY, aka Galt, had fresh
clothing, an attache case, and a thin mustache,

LEESE advised that he is an amateur artist
and that the newspaper photograph taken out of the paper
was touched up by him and he believed the individual he
saw hitchhiking was very similar to the touched-up
photograph which he sketched from the newspaper. (This
photograph has been entered in the 1A section of this
file.)

LEESE advised that the individual he saw was
a W/M, 5'8", 175-180 1bs., approximately 36, slightly
round-shouldered; dark brown thick hair, moderately heavy
sideburns; carrying an attache case, grey or blue, approx-
‘imately 3" thick, This individual was wearing a thin
mustache and had a striking modern-type tie, yellow in
design, He advised that his touching up on the above-
mentioned photograph constituted the following:

Softened eye-tone (eyes too prominent on :
photograph in newspaper) Wt 4)wwf‘?5gg/‘

-
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TP 157-3231

lowered right eyelid slightly
added hair to sides (to make it fuller)
added thin mustache

The following individuals were contacted with
negative results in attempt to identify the hitchhiker
whom LEESE saw in the vicinity of Julia and U,.,S.#1 in
Titusville:

JERRY F, TIERESE
208 Julia St.

JOE SIMMONS
Standard Shoe Repair
210 Julia St.

ERNEST GILLIAM, JR,
305 Julia St.

Mr. BOB HATMAKER, owner of United Repossessions
Car Lot, corner of Julia Street and U,S, #1 in Titusville,
was contacted regarding the above., HATMAKER, as were the
other individuals, was shown a photograph, supra, furnished
by LEESE, and advised that the individual looked very
familiar to him. HATMAKER consulted with his employee,
D, R, PHILLIPS, and PHILLIPS also viewed the photograph.
After several minutes of discussion, it was definitely
agreed that the individual in this photograph is a very
good resemblance to an individual who hitchhikes from the
same corner (Julia and U,.S, #1) on at least one or two
occasions every week, HATMAKER and PHILLIPS advised that
this person is somewhat of a mental problem and is believed
to have the first name, GEORGE (LNU), HATMAKER and PHILLIPS
stated that this individual does have a pencil-thin mus-
tache, fits the general description above and, on two or
three different occasions, came into the United Repossessions
Car Lot and attempted to purchase a repossessed car. When
this person's credit was checked, it was determined he had
extremely poor credit.

Neither HATMAKER nor PHILLIPS could remember
this individual's true name, but advised that he can be
observed at this location once or twice a week around
5:00 hitchhiking south on U,S, #1. HATMAKER presumed
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that this individual lived in the immediate area as he,
HATMAKER, has seen this individual on numerous occasions.
HATMAKER also presumed that this individual who was hitch-
hiking was perhaps going to work at this time,
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FD-36 {Rov. 12-13-56)

FBI

- Date: 4/24/68

Transmit the following in

. ( Type in plm’h text or code)

AIRTEL o AIR MAIL o
‘ - ) (Priority or Method of Mailing)

e e b o —— - ———— - — —— -
.

TO: DIRECTOR (u44-38861)
. AND ALL CONTINENTAL OFFICES

FROM: . SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) . (P)
MURKIN

*

00: Memphis

Enclosed for the Bureau gre four copies of photograph
of subject JAMES EARL RAY, whlch was taken 1/4/66 at Missouri
State Penltentlary.

. Two copies of above-mentloned photograph are enclosed
for each of the Continental Offices.

Thls additional photograph is belng furnlshed, inas-
much as resemblance is quite dlfferent from previous photographs'
furnished, and it may be helpful in aiding sources to identify
subject.

Also, it is to be noted that WALTER TERRY RIFE has
been located and interviewed in this matter.

SUBJECT ARMED AND DANGEROUS(

3-Bureau (Enc., 4) —_— S
2~Each Continental Office (Enc. 2 each) ¥Q¢¢N4§?~,fl
2-Kansas City ;

~ RBH:1ib "VQ/

&3 i$7°323)-3/9

- | SEARCHED m]
SERIALIZED 1)) -
[ APR27 1

FBlg~1AVPA o /

Approved: ‘ ’ /r*/)

Special A:gent (n Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
File No. April 20, 1968
JAMES EARL RAY

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought under the
alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil rights leader
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of the FBI's '""Ten Most Wanted Fugitives."

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of Ray to the
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugitives, to insure the
widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and description to help effect his prompt
location. Ray has been the subject of a massive search since the gunshot slaying of
Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the balcony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel.

An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fingerprints uncovered
in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons on whom FBI wanted
notices have been posted determined that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1968,
charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere with a Consti-
tutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray, who escaped on April 23, 1967, from the
Missouri State Penitentiary, is also sought for unlawful interstate flight to avoid confine-
ment after conviction for armed robbery.

Possessing an arrest record dating back to 1949, Ray has been convicted of

burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money Orders.

A 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois on , Ray

is approximately 5'10" tall, weighs from 163 to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and short brown

hair. He has a nervous habit of tugging at an ear lobe and his left ear protrudes noticeably.
Described as a "loner and "'drifter, ' with a "'rural" quality in his speech, Ray

has worked as a baker, laborer and color matcher. He has taken dancing lessons and
completed a course at a school of bartending.

Consider Ray armed and extremely dangerous. Report any information

5 525/-356

P

concerning him to the nearest FBI office.
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UNITED STATLES DEPARTMENT OF J!STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT ION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

In Kert | FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
4 April 20, 1968

?«

vy

/v
JAMES EARL RAY, also known as
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer,
John Willard, James McBride, James
Walton, W, C. Herron and James
O'Conner

FUGITIVE

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY;
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought
under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added to the FBI's list of
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. "

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of
Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives' list, which already contains ten fugi-
tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray'é photograph and
description to help effect his earliest possible location.,

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since
the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, 1968, as he stood on the bal-
cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim.
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An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent fmger—
prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53, 000 persons
on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division,
succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical.

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17,
1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere
with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un-
lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery,
based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri.
He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri,
in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery
and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September,

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing

from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967,

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been
convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money
Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County.Jail, the Joliet and
Pontiac, Illinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth,
Kansas.

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December,
1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and
breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack
of adaptability for military service,

-2 -
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Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois

on J He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He
has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his
right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and
straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at
an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably.

Acquaintances describe him as a '"loner' and "drifter' whose
language and diction reflect a '"rural' quality and indicate he has had limited
education.

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks
vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant
seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked
as a baker, laborer and color matcher,

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons,
He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles
area early in 1968.

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous,
Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately
contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be

found on the first page of local telephone directories.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ~ ' 35010-106
MAY 1962 EDITION : :

GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

137-1613
SAC m ) DATE: 4/30/68

KXICl [JSI []R (Prob)
[JPCl [JPSI []R

JOHN R. BRETT

SUBJECT: L]
TP 318~-PC

Dates of Contact 4/25/68

Titles and File #s on which contacted

SHERMAN CHADWICK KAMINSKY 166-296
MURKIN 157-3231
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Purpose and results of contact

K INEGATIVE Informant does not know anything about either

[(JposITIVE  of the above fugitives., (Case Agents advised by RS)
] STATISTIC

.

-

.,Y;.;'?';.

Informant has been in New York on business but
furnished nothing of current interest X§ in the hoodlum field,
He advised he has moved his boat over to the Tampa Yacht Club
because of the lack of space at his docks right now.

[ ] Informant certified that he has
/furnished all information obtained
by him since last contact.

Coverag

WAAAAM
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FBI LOS ANGe . | ’

10:27PM URGENT 4-29-685 DPK
- TO DIRECIOR (44-38861), BAL1I1M0KE» CHAHLO[TE:_DALLAb: DEInOI{s
’
LAS VEGAS, LIITLE ROCK, LOUISVILQL;,MIAMI; MINNEAPOLIS,
NE® HAVRN, OKLAHOMA Cl1iY, PHILADELPHIA, SACKAMENIUs Oite LOUIS,
SAN FRANCISUO, 13&?&: AND WASHINGIUN FIlELD

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574)
FUKKI N

REMYTEL 10 bunkau APKIL 1whkNIY >Ia LAST.

RE: LJELEFHAONE BOO1THS, o>l1e FRANCIS HOIEL, LO> ANGELES.

JAMES EARL rRAY nESIDRED IN HUOLLYWOOU AnkAs, LOS ANGELLS,
CFROM NOVEMBER NINEIEEN, NINRTEEN SIAIY SEVEN, IHKOUGH
MARCH SEVENTERN LAST, APPROXIMATELY. NUVEdabbr NINEITREN
UNTIL APPROXAIMATELY JANUARY TWENIY &RESIDRED NEAR Sl
FRANCIS HOIEL AWD JANUAHY 1TWENLY ONE 10 HARCH SEVENIBELN
KESTUDED THhrRk. IOLL NUMbhRS FROM TELEFPAONE BGUIHS A1 iHE
HOTEL ARE BEING ANALYZED FOrx ANY FOSSIBLE CALLS BY SUsJRCT
WHILE IN LOS ANGELES ARkA. |

FOLLOWING NUMBERS> HAVE BEEN DElbndINED 10 HAVE BREN

CALLED FrOM JHe 1TELEFHONE BOOTH> LOCATRD IN 1HE ST

EnND FAGQE ONE

/57~ 333/ < 34~

SEARCHED ., _ ]
ALLL T TP P reyens NDEXED"“' o
SER’AL,ZED@Q ..... F”_ED 15N rvaee

RS I0Tare

Y

i . B NS
FBI — TAMPA
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Fagk TwO
LA 44-1574

BALTIMORLE

FrprUARY RLEVEN, 2I1alY kIGHT, OAON fAlLL, HARYLAND,

TEN 2ErO THrREER AM, SIX

fHaEE ZbER0 DASA THnkk UNE EIGHL 1w0.
CHARLU 'l L

FEBRUARY FIFTEEN, »1A1Y mlGHls PLUBHUREs NORTH CAROLINAS

SEVEN FIFIY (HREE Pids FIVE 1Tw0 ONk DASH FOUR SIA LIGHI NINE.

MARCH SEVENTEEN, SIaAlY wlGdl, cULLLBSORU, NORITH CAROLINAS
NINE THIRTEEN AlMs SEVEN THREE FIVE DASH FOUR TWO 2ZErRO NINE.
DALLAS

MAKRCH TWELVE, SIATY EIGHT, FORL WOR1H» SIX ELEVEN P, NINE

TwO FOUn DASH NINE THREE ZERKO NINE.

DETROIT

FEBRUAKY TWENTY NINE, SIATY bIGHI» STe INGACE, MICHIGAN,
TIME NOT KNOwWhs SIX FOUR THREE DASH ONE TwO EIGHT SEVEN.

LAS VEGAS

DECEMBER TWENTY THREE, SIaTlY SEVEN, LAD VREGALSs THnbk TWENTY

EIGHT Pii, SEVEN THAEE FIVE DASH NINE SEVEN ONE 1HxEE.

END PAGE 1WO
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PAGE THREE
LA 44-1574

LITiLk ROCK

FEBRUAKY SIALEEN, SIZIY EIGHI» LIITLE ROCKs ONE FOs1Y SEVEN
piis SIA SIX FOUR DASH ONb FUUK SEvEN EIGrAle TICKE! REFLECIS
THIS COLLECI CALL 10 Mrse VEKA De AND KEN STUKGISs, EIGHT ZEXC
TWO wASHINGION BOULEVARD, LITILE KUCK.

LOUISVILLE

JANUARY TWELVEs 5IX1Y EIGHI» sSTURGLSs NINE TWhLVE PHs THHKEL
THREE THREE DASH 1w0 SEVEN [%0 EIGHI

MIAMI

FEBRUARY FIFIEEN, SIATY EIGHI» FORT LAUDERDALE, ELEVEN

FORTY EIGHI APk, FIVE SI& FOUR DASH TWO lHRRE SEVEN ONEe

FEBRUARY SIKIEEN, SIALY EIGHI» FORI LAUUEnDALE, TwELVE

NINEIEEN Pl FIVE SI4 FOUR DAsH Iw0 THREE SEVEN ONE.
MINNEAPOLI S
JANUARY LwkENIY ONBs SIALY EIGHI “INNEAFOLISs ONE PHIAIY
R AMs EIGHI 5IA S5IA DASH FOUR FOUR IHRBE NINE
NEw HAVEN
FESBRUARY [WENIYs SIALY NOKWALK> CONNECLIICUDs FIVE
ELEVEN P, EIGH! FOUk SEVEN DASH NINE Zix0 FIVE iwUe

END PAGE [HREE
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PAGE FOUR

™ -

LA 44-1574
| | FEBRUAKY [WENTY SIXs SIXALY rplGHls BrIDGEPORI» CONNECIICULS
RLEVEN EIGHIEEN PM» [HrEE THREE S5IX DASH FOUx NIk FOUR SLEVEN.
| QKL&HOMA C;YY
FEBRUARY BEIGHIEEN, SIA1Y BIGHT, MIbwWkst CITY, OwnNe IwhiTY
ONE Piis SEVEN,THKEE SEVEN DASH FIvk kIGHI SEVEﬁ SIA.
PHILADELFHIA
JANUARY 1THrEEs 5I&1Y BIGHI, PHILADELFHIA, PENNOSYLVANIA,
SEVEN THIRIY skviN Pu, 1TW0 FOuUr SEVEN DASH (w0 4brx0 1wl SEVEN.
DECEMBBH lwhivis, oSIATY SEVEN, SHARUON HILL, PLNNOYLVANIAS
EIGHT SIATELN Py, FIVE hIGHi SIA DASH TwO £bxU SIX LbhnO.
SACKAMENTO
DECEMBER EIGHIEEN, SIATY RIGHI, SACRAMENTO, SIAa ZERO
SEVEN PMs NINE TWO FIVE DASH KIGHI FOUR £ZEnO THKREE.
DECEMbER TwENTY, SIATY BIGHI, SACRAMENTO, TREN ZExU
Plis, NINE TW0 FIVE DASGH EIGHT FOUR 2bR0 THobLe
Ste LOUIS
MAHCH Thive SITsLY BIGHL, KI&KQUUb: Mlscbdﬁl: I'miv FunlY
EIGHT Ak, SBVEN BIGHI ONE DASH EiGﬂ[ SEVEN SEVEN olae

END FAGE FUUK
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PAGE FIVE | :

LA 44-1574

SAN FRANCISCO - -

FEBKUAKY NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHI» SAN JOSEs CALIFORNIA,
EIGHT [EN Pis 140 FIVE (w0 DASH FUUR SEVEN ONE THREE.
TICKET KEFLECTS PERSON TO PERSON CALL 10 LENOKE wIDLENs NINE

FOUR [HREE BRENIWOOD.

FEBRUARY EIGHIREN, SIATY bIGH1, SAUSALIIG, w0 FORIY

»

THREE PM» IHREE {HREE 16U DASH FIvi FIVE NINE WO

FEBRUARY BEIGHILEN, SIATY EIGHY, SAUSALITUOs SEVEN TwENILY

. THREE PFi, THREE TrAsgkE 1w0 DASH FIVE FIVE NINE 1W0O.

FeprUanY NINETBEEN, SIATY nlGdls, SAJSALITOs, THREER FORIY

THREE PM, THnrkk IHREE (W0 DASH FIVE FIVL NINE TwOo

FEBRUARY. NINBIEEN, SI1ATY EIGHT, RELWOOD CITYs SEVEN TWENITY

NINE Fitis 1HrERE SIA FIVE DASH NINE SEVEN SIA THREE.

FRBRUARY NINBETEEN SIALY E!GHT: REDWOOD CITY, BIGHI 4ExO
TwO Piis THREE 51X FIVE DASH NINE SEVEN 514 THhEL.

. FEBRUARY EIGHTEEN», SIATY EIGHT, REDWOOD CIT1Y, SEVEN

THIATY TwO PM, THREE S5IA& NINE DASH BIGHT THRkE SEVEN ZEKU.

END PAGE FlIvkh
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PAGE SIX
LA 44-1574
| FEBRUARY NINETEEN SIALY EIGHIS HgbgUOL CliY, SEVEN ZLERO
ONE éM: THREE SIX NINE DASH LIGHT THrkk SEVEN ZERO.
FEBRUARY TwbNTY» SIXTY EIGHT, KEDWOODL CI]Y: FOUx 2ZEnO
THREE Pl 1HREE S5IX NINE DASH EIGHLD THREE SEVEN ZEKO.
FLERUARY [WENTY S5I1A, SIALY EIGHIS KEDWOOD Cl 1Y, NINE
ZERO THREE FMs THrEE S5IX NINE DASH BIGHT ITHEEE SEVEN ZLEnQ.
FEBRUARY TWENIY o>IAs 5IALY EIGHT KREDWOODL CI1Ys NINE
SEVENIEEN PM, THrkE 51X NINE bLASH EIGHT SEVEN ZERO.
_FEBRUAKY ETGHIEENs, SIXIY mIGHT, MILL VALLLYs, SEVEN
TWENTY FIVE P, THReE EIGHT EIGHT DASH SEVEN R0 FOUR FOUR.
FEB&UARf EIGHTEEN, SI&TY EIGHT, MILL VALLEY; SIA THIKTY
FOUR Ptis THREE KIGHT EIGHT DASH SEVEN ZEHO FOUX FOURe
‘DECEMBER ELEVEINS 5IKiY SEVEN, DAN FrANCISCO, TWELVE
TwENTY NINE PMs THREE SIX TWO DASH SIA ONE SIA ZEKO.
| DECLMBER 1TWELVEs SIXATY SEVEN, SAN FRANCISCOs ONE FIFIY
SEVEN Ptls THREE SIA fWU DASH SIK ONE SIA ZERO.
FEBRUARY TWENIY, SIaAtY EIGHT, KeEDWOOL CITY, LIGHT FIFIY
THREE Pis THREE SIA NINE DASH BEIGHT THREE SEVEN ZBERO.

END PAGE S1A
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PAGE SEVEN
LA 44-1574

TAMPA

DECEMBER THIRTY ONEs SIATY SEVEN, BRADENIONs FLOKIDAS
SIX TWELVE, PMs SEVEN FOuR 51A DASH FOUR FIVE EIGHI FOUhe

DECEMBER TWENIY Flvik, SIALY ShbviNs (AMFA, BIGAT THIRTERN

AlMs EIGHT THREE FOUr DASH FIVE EIGHL £knO ONEe TICKET
/
' 4
REFLECTS KECRIVER OF CALL GEDHG%QEQVENNUY{MFOUh SEVEN LEnO

ONE SAN JOSE SIREET.

WASHINGTION FIELD

MARCH TwO» SIKIY EIGrls wébHINSYDN, DeGes SEVEN FIFIY ONE
PM> THREE THREE SEVEN DASH FIVE THxbk ONE FIVE.

KACH OFFICE SHOULD ESIABLISH IDENTITY OF 5UBSCilBER AND
IDENTITY OF CALLER AND ANY INFURSATION THAT MIGHT Bk GAINED
CONCERNING KAY IF HE MADE ANY UF [HESE CALLS.

AIR MAIL COPILS FURNIshil wEMPHIS AND BIKMINGHAH
Bl
MJK
FBI TAKEFA

Tur
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MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

. SAC, TAMPA (157~ 323()
: SP? a/z///m ] 1 el/iR |

SUBJECT: MUK KIN
rRE /{/\m/z_q Aouﬂu%‘qxﬂ
)/Lg, ‘ﬂ/ﬂ/&)ﬁ (&J 6MMJMA§ KLQ,MC/-44 a&?/«‘#w
z,&aja.. /’-QJM J/{ z’&:u_.,; éuzﬂs @<Jw¢0w¢wamcﬁ
),

\

psnldan d&j SAc AR LAt D 4& LOGLIMEYER_ T bOIMPER

(arreens FEREZ //Mmoazuék (Porered Kﬁ?‘@ /2“@ /5 //&/wd,

/’7’/9/»:7 . CRcch bore , Hedlsirereorged (ool 7 ‘-‘-j/"" "*“-*3 f(“z“(dp

/_514/2 R e _

52/?'4( Closs (}Lt_uf“&, Cn ‘&QJ /Eluzzzu,«\_
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) | ' . | . .
. é .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 4/27/68

EFFIE SILVERS, Laundry Manager, Oak Park Cleaners,
3210 East Broadway, Tampa, Florida, advised that the following
Thermo-Seal machines were used at the plant:

#1 serial 31689

#2 serial 31693

#3 serial 31781

#4 serial 32140

She stated that a review of her records since
January 1, 1967, failed to reflect that the sequence of
numbers and letters 20R-3 has ever been used on yellow tape
since that date.

Mrs. SILVERS made available sample laundry tapes
by the four Thermo-Seal machines used at the plant.

4/25/68 Tampa,Fla. 1o TP 157-3231 - 353

QN

'by SA DENNIS R. DICKSON:DRD/nh 4/26/68

Date dictated

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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wAsH DC

FBI 1AMPA

749 PM UKRGENT 4/29/68 ALS

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), BIRMINGHANM, HOUSTONs AND MANMPHIS

FrOM 1TAMPA (157-3231)

HE BIrMINGHA®M TELREIYFPE FOUR TWRNTYEIGAT SIZSTYEIGHT.

FOR INFORMATION HOUSION REIEL A5 FOLLOWS:

“JIM SPARKSs EMPLOYEE OF RUYAL AMERICAN SHOWS, 1EMPR-

RARILY RRSIDING AT w0 HUNDRED BLEVENTH >InBEETs, RUOBINWOODS

INSANT, ONkE CHARLES RAY

ALABAMA ADVISED ON APRIL 1TwWENTY EIGHT,

JOHNSON, A CONCESSIONARIEMAN WwWlld HEAR1 OF AMERICA SHOWSs FAlx-

GROUNDS, 1AMPA, FLOKIDA BLARS REoEMBLANCE 10 SUBJECT JAMES BAKL

HAY « SPARKS ADVISED SAW JOHNSUON AT TAMrPA THrREE DAYS AGO.

iaMPa ATTENPT LOCATE CHARLES RAY JOHNSON 10 DEIERMINE IF‘

IDENTICAL wWITH SUBJRECT RAY,“

BEN ELLISON, sSeCrETARY, ROYAL AMERICAL SHOWS, FAIHGR?UND

ADVISED APRIL TWENTY NINE, INSTANTS NU ARAnT OF AMERICA 5H0W>»

TAMPAs NO CONCESSIONAIREMAN KNOWN NAWbD CHARLLS RAY JUHNSON,

AND SUBJECT nAY PAOITOS LAHIBIIED NEGATIVE.

END PAGE ONLB

SEARCHED_
INDEXED

SER!ALIZ-ED_,%:
FILED _ f

/3 7- 323/~ 35 9
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PAGE TWO
TP 157-3231)

TP 1w0 FOUR C ALVISED APKIL TWENTY NINE, HEARI OF AMERICA

SHOWS HAVE NOT BEEN IN TAMPA, THAT IT IS SHALL BLY BY NIGHT 0UT-

F11, AND BILLBOAKD MAGAZINE SHOWS HEAKT OF AMEKICA TO EPEN APRIL
TWENTY SEVEN, NINETEEN SIATYEIGHI . AT HOUSTON, TEAAS. SPARKS,
JOHNSON» AND SUBJECT RAY ALL UNKNOWN 10 SOURCEe SOURCE 1S ON
FATRGROUND DAILY. ' |
HOUSTON ATTEMPT LOCATE CHAKLES KAY JOHNSON THROUGH HEART OF
AMERICA SHOWS 10 DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL WlTH SUBJECT RAY.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

CAB
FBI‘WASH DC
D6 8- F/3J:/V/m:7a é—./_,

GOM -~ £ a7 - -

ver. [3T Py fos.

<, 72 9y

Mot bosle Pryar, Qe frrye

by o |
/=

SEARCHED e
INDEXED _
SERIALIZED . —

FLED —
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FBI TAMPA

Fpsl BIRMGHAN
B59PM URGRENT 4-28-608 HLEF
TO DIRECIOR (44-38861)s LTANMFA (157-3231)s wbirFHIS: C44=1987)

FROM BIRMINGHAM (44-17408) 1P
MURKIN

Ol SPARKS, EWPLOYEE OF nOYAL AMERICAN SHOWS» IEMFORARILY
RESIDING Al 1w0 HUNUKED BLEVENIH STREET, ROBINWOODs ALABAMA, ADVISED
ON APKIL IWENIYEIGHI INSIANT, ONE CHAGLES HAYX JOHNSONs A
CONCESSTONAIREMAN wIiH HEAKL OF AHERICA SHOWS, FAIRGROUNDS, TANMFA,
FLOKILA, BEAKS HESEMBLANCE 10 SUBJEC] JAMES EARL HAYe SPAHAS
ADVISED SAW JOHNSON Ai 1A#PA [HREL DAYS AGO.

[AMPA ALTEMPT LOCAL: CufisLbs RAY JOHNSON 10 DBIERMINE IF
ILENILCAL RI1H SUBJEGT RAY. i

ARMED ANU DANGEHGUS
END
ALS

FEI TAMPA

-

.#/U. >- 23/~ 357

* ['SEARCHED . INDEXED

SERIALIZED gz, FILED oo
PR2 8 1968

FBl—TAMPA |

s
/éhﬂf'

¢zﬁ/ﬂ_‘
ce oAy

.
A

foasl.

of 2oty
{/ ~2¢ 6§
ﬂg

“’
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B tnp tolvtm to mu au« mm usd
T .l»i.h toittm te 'tupu dated 4/28/“ atmu miu to |

. a:m ‘to contact. YRIR on 4/26 and mm at his

mim«, his ﬂlaymt tne hu muu-n-m rn.im

m wtiﬁ. o |
m” tht !tt! rotaxm fm Ahm

. on mi/ﬁ! n‘ 18 still driving 1988 tan Chevrolet emmiklv. ;.-

B Rumor is that YRIR is several months in arrears on the reat for o
" the bar he is reatiog and is under the imprassioa that ihe FBRY

is attmtm to contsct him regsrding this rent. ¥IIR has not |

| his bay upom his return frem Alabama and neighbor is
. ;gzapnmtmtmsux:mtmuamemmam-f
‘C!:tnmul mmm m m lutt tm uua |

atnnt m: pruvtm.l? advised tht nn was i hts-

gomery, 51.. driving 1968 tan Chevrolet and seighbors sul L
Quently advuté that ¥EIR mm from aum muu iutnt |

'2-!”&1:

SEARCHED/

- \NDEXED _
- SERIALIZE

- FLED —=

s 7= 3 >3/~.35 C R
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B “n 157-3:31

»_,vmlo,itumdmtm Mmufmmt
"~ vehicle in NMoatgomery, Ala. on 8. It is ferther
~ soted that seighbor advised WEIR 1s m 1@:&.1 tn

NW L JANES EARL l&l’. | |

o !c Mm o:tteﬂc Max m ta ‘.t.mtc mn
| ,_1; vic! at am 5
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ATREAYL

T0: PIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FEOM: sa¢, TAuPA (157-3231) (»)
BURKIX

ALYRED T, 1ANG, CTlerk, Charlotte County Court-
konse, Punta Gorda, Florida, advised %4 EANEST J. KIRSTRIE,
JR,, on 4/34/68, that he wan a Clerk at the Duvay County
Court Office, Jacksmonville, Plorida, fros 1958, to June
1968, While io Jedsouville, he becans sogusinted with
the BAY brothers, JANES RAY, ROBERT RAY, (Fnu) RaY,

& fourth brother whe was drewoed four to five years age,
and & Tifth brother (PRU) RAY.

1ARG was exhibited 1. @. of JANES RARL EAY
and he advised JANER RAY of Jacknonville favoved JiNEs
SARL BAY. 1ANG stated that JANES RAY of Jackesonville
vas white; male; thirty-five te forily years of nue; 5107
135 Ibe.; with davk alr. LABG was not certain this indi-
vidual was, is fact, the eame as JANES BARL BAY,

LANG sdvieed the RAY brothers were married,
that they had formerly been commected with 8 veluntear five
department, the Oakwood Community Tolunteer Pire Department,
sud subsequently an sudit of sueh records detevmined some
falrevens and the Department was disbanded, Hr., ARG said

- Buresu (RM)
2 = Birmingham {(44-1740) (py)
- Jacksonville (44-768) (RM)
AR E 5 ?iiﬁ (% ’@"'igﬁ?}
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T™F 157-.3231

the signature o the 1.0, of JAMES BARL BAY weas sinilar
to siguature of JANES RBAY of Jacksonville, He said the
RAY family dn Jackaonville origionlly cane to Juckeouvills
from 5%, Louis, Hissouri. He said e haz not seer sop
heard any more abont the JANES RAY family of Jacksonville
since he departed in June 136§,

LEAR

JACESONVILLE OFFICE

AT JACESOEVILIE, FIA,

Conduct appropriate isvestigation of JAMES
RAY family of Jacksoaville and determine whether or pet
identical to JAMER EARL RAY,

ARMED AND DANGEROUS
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FB1 {AMPA

FBI=HOUSTON
906AM URGENI 5-1-65 JLN
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), BIRMINGHAN, MEMPHIS, LAMPA

FROM HOUSION (44-1509) 1rF
MURKIN

RE TadkFa TREL APRe TWENITININLE .LAST.

nk LQOK*A-LIKH: CHARLED> RAY JUHNOON.

Veke brOWNs, BUSINESS MANAGER, TRED COnRkYs OwNon AND
Felio PAITERSUNs CUONCRESSIONDS OWwhbkrns HEAnT OF AMERICA SHOWS,
ADVISED NO RECORD OF CHARLES KAY JUHANDUN MIIH SHUWe  SHOW
wllH NO OlHEr BANCHRES HAS BEEN IN TEAAS FAST MONTH-‘ PHOTOS
OF JaskSs bBAnL RA?INUY IDENTIFIABLE wlid o»HOW FEaSONNELe KLBITEL
STATES CHARLLS RAY JOHNSON HEEN AT TAMEFA LAST WLEKENU.

BIRMINGHAN BECONTACT -Jlvl SPARAS AND DRIEaMINE BaACH
LOCATION IN TAMPA WARRE JOANSON LAST ObbEnVLD.
EiND
BLw

Fol 1aMPA

157 »23/-355
SEARCHED
SERIALIZED. HE

iAoyl 1

A

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



“DPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 .
MAY 1662 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) 4/30/68
SA JAMES B. HA¥RLEY

supject: MURKIN

On this date I contacted Captain JAMES C. BROWN,
Identification Dlivision, Crlando PD, and lLieutenant DICK OVIR-

MAN, Identification Division, Orange County SO0, regarding the
above case.

Both stated that their respective offices will immed-
iately comnare JAMBES BWARL RAY's finaerprints with latent fingerprints
on all unsol¥ed crimes in their offices from 4/23/67 to date, and
will immediately advise the writer in the event any positive in-
formation is developed.
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