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TP 157-3231

~ Writer contacted the Orlando PD and was met at

1906 W. Colonial Drive by Sgt. STRAUB, Orlando PD, and
during a short conversation with SANDLIN, he stated he was
fearful of his flife, since the previously-described individual
had threatened to return to his office and to kill him,

During the conversation with SANDLIN, it was obvious
that SANDLIN had been drinking and this opinion was confirmed
by Sgt. STRAUB. SANDLIN was shown the I0 for JAMES EARL RAY
and statdd that the individual depicted thereon, resembled
the individual who had threatened him earlier that day.

- Due to the obvious intoxicatéd condition of SANDLIN,
- no further attempts were made to interview him at this time.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
- MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GO 5 ERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TEMPA(157-3231) DATE: [, /29/68

SA THOMAS J. WILKES -P-

sugjecT: Murkin O AalLEY Sarmollw

BAILFEY SANDLIN, insurance adjustor, 1906 w. Colonial
Dr., Orlando, Fla. telephonically advised SA Wilkes 4/25/68, that at
approx. 8:55am, 4/25/68, he drove up infront of his office and noticed
a man sitting in a 1967 or 1968 dark blue, 4 door Chevrolet. Sandlin
stated the only numbers of the Fla. tag he couvld recall were 7Wl5-.
He could not recall how many digits were in the tag number, and
advised the Chevrolet was parked in the carport of his office.

He said t*e man who re-:embled James Farl Rav pointed a
snub nose revolver at him, said "You aint seen m@" and drove east on
Colonial to the next street (Vern Dr.) where he turned right,

Sandlin stated he got into his car and tried to follow individual but
never saw the Chevrolte again.

It was poted during call from Sandlin that his voice was
unusually hesitant between words and sentences, however, at the time,
this was believed to be due to excitement.

J. R. Smith, Det. Bur. Orlando PD was immediately
informed of the above by SA J. B. Hafley.

Upon arriving at 1906 W. Colonial Dr., Bailey Sandlin
was interviewed in person by SA's Gordon W. Tindle and Thomas J.
Wilkes. As the interview vrogressed, it became evident thru Sandlins
behavior and by his own admission that he was under the influence of
léquor. He stated that he _was and alcohclic and that during the
morWiend, ERXEXZEEXY Charlotte, McDaniel,
had in his apartment at 77 %. Amelia, Orlando.
Sandlin asserted he became upset at t'is and had been drinking Beer

and vodka from the morning of 4/24/68 through the time the agents
centacted him in person.

Fvery effort was made to ascertain if there was any
truth in Sandlin's statements, however, he continuously changed his
description of tre suspect and vakied the sequence of events as well
as the times #hore-alleged to have occurred.

Wl v RN
flso on L/25/68, Mrs. Ann Wagner, 190L W Coloniad Dr. “(\ 4

W /S 7- ,z_/z,z/- :

SEARCHED;...-.;»)-.-'.'-‘.'-‘N yelh o

J——
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4/30/68

 AIRMAIL

~ DIRECTOR, FBI (hy- 38861)
SAC, JACKSONVILLE Cuth- 759) (P)

MURKIN |
CIVIiL RIGHTS

| Re Bureau telephone call from Supervisor o
CLEM MC GOWAN 4/30/68: telephonic eomplaint frcm BAILEY
.3ANDLIN to Departuant af Justiee. | |

BAILEY SAHDLIN Ht. Dora, Florida, tclcphene
383-2181, contacted Mt. Dora Moter Lodge 4/30/68; his -
permanent address is 77 East Amelia Street, Orlanéo S
Florida. He advised an individual, poasibly JAHES EARL. |
"RAY, had pulled a gun on him in the carport of his effice?
‘_1906 West Colonial Street, Orlando, Florida, on %/26/768.

He contacted the FBI, Orlando, and Orlando Police.

;Department the game date regaréing thisg information.

| Resident Ageney Grlanda eontaeted telephonieally‘f'
k/25/88 and advised they had received complaint and |
| investigated situation with negative vesults.'“ -

AR%BD AﬁB DARGEROUS,x

- Bureau

(¥ - Tampa (Info)
2 - Jacksonville
- TJW:mhw

(6)
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FPAGE TwO

NO 157-10673

11 Io EsPECIALLY NULEBD THALD BILLINGS StaAlks IN lHirbE 4RO
TwO IN K& COMMUNICAIION 1HAL HbE skt Jadkks AN Lbplh I CulowblA,

SeCes IN MAKCHs SIAIYFIVE.  IN IHokk 2EnU 1w0 Ski OUL IN REFORT
OF SA SMARI, Hb ADVISED was IN CUSTOLY IN AFRIL, SIAIYFIVE AND
DID NOT ESCAPE FROM CUSIODY UNTIL AFrROXIMATELY MAY SEVENS
SIATYFIVE.

PHILADELPHIA OFFICE wILL KEVIES FILE ON BILLINGS AND
ASCERIAIN WHEN ESCAPEL FROM CUSTUDY, FORWARD SAME 10 KANSAS

CIiY FOK REINTERVIEW OF BILLING> A1 SPRINGFIRLL, [0 e

NEW ORLEANS HOLDING IN ABEYANCE CUVERAGE OF LEAL AT CANAL

BANK INN UNTIL AUTHENIICILY OF BILLINGS' STORY DEIERMINED..
KANSAS CIiY ADVISE OTHER UFFICES IN ReCEIFPI OF hEAIRIEL
WHETHER 1HEY DESIRE LEADS SET OUI 10 bk HANDLLL AID IdlS 1luk Ok

HELD IN ABEYANCL e
ARMED AND DANGEROUS e

END
JGA
FBl Takpa
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PAGE TWOO |

ADVISED HE BELIEVES JOHNSON IS TOTALLY UNFAMILAR wITH THE OPERATIONS
OF AN AWUSEMENT PARK AND 1HE FUNGITONS OF A "KOUGHIE." SPAXKS STATED
HE OBSERVED JOHNSON DAILY FrOM IHE DATE HE ARRIVED UNIIL FOUR DAYS
AGO WHEN HE (SPAKKS) LEF1 IHE COMPANY 10 skkk NEw EMrFLOYMENI

SPARK> FURIHER ADVISED [HAL IN HIS OPINION JOHANSON ACIED VEKY
NERVOUS AND WAS WARY OF 51HANGERS AHOUNU THE SHOW.

SPARKS SIALED [HAL AS AN "EXALRA", JOHNSON wA> PAID IN CASH ON
A'DAILY BASI> ANL PHOBABLY LIVED ON IHE TwAIN WITH 1Hk nksT OF 1HE
SINGLE MALE EMPLOYEESs oSPAKKS ADVISED 1HAL ENPLOYEES HIKED A>
EATHAS ARE NO1 INCLUDED ON VHE FAYROLL BY NaMe bUl Ask LISTED AS
4EAIHA5‘ONLY;

SPARKS ADVISED 1HAT IHE CONCESSION SUPEAVISOR FOR KOYAL
ANERIGAN SHOWS 15 KNOWN A5 “HOISHOT" AND WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY'KNOw
(JOHNSON.  SPARKS SIATED HE BELIEVED IHE SHOW 15 ENKOULE 10 MEMPHIS
AND WILL EVENIUALLY SET UF IN CANADA.

MRSe LINDA SPAHKS, WIFE OF JAMES SPARKS» ADVISED SHE wAS Ei-

FLOYED ON iHE CONCESSION STANUS OF ROYAL AviknlCAN sHOWSs §ﬁ2°AFTEﬁ

OBSERVING A PHOIOGRAFPH OF 2UBJRECT RAY, SHE STATED THAT PHES ieériv—de :
MAN SHE KiNEW AS CHARLES KAY JUHNSON

END PAGE 1TWO
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PAGE [HREE
1AMPA, WILL RECONTACT ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWs AND ATILHFT 10
LOCATE AND INIERVIEW "HOUSHOI'" REGAKDING JOHNSON.
AEMPHIS, WILL CUNIACI KOYAL AMERICAN SHOWSs IF LOCAIED IN
MEMPHIS, 10 INTERVIEW "HOISAOT wEGARDING CHAKLES wAY JOHNSON.
ARMED AND DANGEKUUS
END
MJr
FBI TAHPA

X
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FBI TAMPA , ' ’

1012PM URGENT  S/1/68 MUR

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861), BIRMINGHAM C44-1740), AND MEMPHIS (44-19g87)

FROM TAMPA (157-3231)

MURKIN.

RE BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE APRIL TWENTYEIGHT» LAST, TAMPA TEL

APRIL TWENTY NINE» LAST AND BIRMINGHAM TEL MAY ONE INSTANT.

Le Be DEMAY, WHOSE IDENTITY IS KNOWN TO BUREAU» IS ALSO

KNOWN AS QUOTE HOTSHOT UNQUOTE.

DEMAY ADVISED HE HIRES AND PAYS PERSONALLY ALL QUOTE EXTRAS

UNQUOTE AND QUOTE ROUGHIES UNQUOTE ON FAIRGROUNDS, TAMPAs HE HAS

-~ NOT HIRED ANY EXTRA OR ROUGHIE SINCE IN TAMPA QUARTERS. ONLY HIS

REGULAR CREW ARE EMPLOYED, HE KNOWS EACH PERSONALLY» AND NONE

ARE IDENTICAL TO JAMES EARL RAY. THE NAME OF CHARLES RAY JOANSON

IS UNKNOWN TO HIM AND HE HAS NEVER BEEN HIRED BY HIM AND HE COULD

NOT ASSOCIATE ANY PERSON WITH A DESCRIPTION OF CHARLES RAY JOHNSON.

NO ONE DEFINITELY SLEEPS ON ANY TRAIN AND NO EXTRAS ARE TO BE HIRED

UNTIL THEY REACH THE ROYAL AMERICAN SHOWS FIRST STOP. - THE SHOWS

ARE NOT TO MOVE OUT TO TAMPA QUARTERS UNTIL MAY TWENTYFIVE, SIXTY

EIGHT. DEMAY STATED HE COULD NOT RECALL JAMES SPARKS NOR WIFE,

BUT IF SPRAKS IS THE PERSON HE THINKS HE IS QUOTE HE IS HALF CRAZY  \

END PAGE ONE . cgzjgﬁy,é’ |
Twe

é“’w /57, 3/‘23/*3552
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PAGE TWO

UNQUOTE. HE SAID NO PERSON ANSWERING JOHNSON®S DESCRIPTION NOR

DESCRIPTION OF JAMES EARL RAY HAVE APPEARED AT THE GROUNDS LOOKING

FOR ANY EMPLOYMENT AND SINCE SEEING NUMEROUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF

JAMES EARL RAY> AND HAVING BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE FBI AGENTS
SINCE MURKIN» HE COULD DEFINITELY STATE NO ONE ANSWERING RAY'S
DESCRIPTION HAS BEEN SEEN ON THE GROUNDS BY HIM. DEMAY POINTED OUT
SPARKS PREVIOUSLY CLAIMED CHARLES RAY JOHNSON WAS CONCESSIONAIRE
WITH HEART OF AMERICA SHOWS IN TAMPA, WHICH HAS NOT BEEN IN TAMPA
AND NOW CLAIMS WITH ROYAL AMERICAN, AND SUCH DEFINITELY NOT TRUE.
IN VIEW OF DESCREPANCIES IN SPARK'S INFORMATION, TAMPA
WILL NOT PURSUE MATTER FURTHER UACB. MEMPHIS SHOULD DISREGARD
LEAD IN RETEL AS ROYAL AMERICAN HAS NOT LEFT TAMPA.
ARMED AND DANGEROU Se
END
CAB
FBI WASH DCX
HEP

FR( BIRMmg HaM,
CRF |
6 Mer\p[\( 5
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©" TP 157-3231
Alma R

1027 Central | - | - Mrs. BERRAN

kAstor : - s R L ) |

533 5th St So. R | ‘Mr.‘SARAS

AVALON . e

443 4th Ave.,No. - 'Mrs. GUNTER

‘Ballard | -

354 4th St.,No. o Mrs. CLARK
e Bay Plaza | R

135 1st- A¥e No | - Miss YOUNG

The Bennett Beach
- 5200 Gulf Blvd. - - ~ o '
St. Petersburg Beach o Mrs. FINNEGAN

Blll Roanco : ' L T R
938 2nd Ave.,esb; - Mr. FRANK GRAYSON, JR.

e Blshop | R T
r,‘256 1st Ave. No P ,  Mr. VETZEL

Boca Clega ' R
- 5156 54th St. S. L | ‘Mrs. VETZEL

'Boulevard o L |
924 4th St.No. ,»[Mrs. BENTZ

Butler Arms-n . S = | .
145 3rd Avenue, North_, S - . 'Mrs. BARRY PRITCHARD

Campbell : o , , -
219 3rd Ave. North o . LEROY BLANCHARD

'The CARTER - | o |
1046 4th St. No ; KERMIT MC CRAY

Central I B o '
- 319 2nd St., No. - GLADYS CORMAL

Chicago - : S
521 5th St., So. | Mr. TONER
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TP 157-3231

Chief Motel | | »
8490 U. S. 19 North . GORDON REYNOLDS

CLINTON CREST |
343 4th Ave. No. - FRANK FREEL

Colonial . ,
126 2nd Ave. NE - JOE LATLER

Colton

278 2nd Ave. So. | Mrs. R. WILLIAMS
Columns - : CeT o
570 3rd Ave., So. | Mr. POLCAR
Concord
100 2nd Ave. No. Mr. GRAHAM
Conner | |
256 2nd St. No - Mrs. WARE
Cordova ', ' |
253 2nd Ave. No. Mr. BATCHELOR
 CRAWFORD SR
- 746 Delmar South ' Mr. BLACK
Curtisdale | -
211 5th Ave., No. , Mrs. RODRIGUEZ
”Deermont' | e _ -
235 2nd Ave. No. - S Mrs. HARNIGAN
Demnis o | |
326 1lst Ave. No. | -~ Mrs. ANNE DENNIS
| Dethit 77 ' - S
215 Central | , Mr. €HARLES BROZIER

Echo Valley

336 3rd Ave. So. - o Mrs. BERTHA GUND
. Edge Park |

256 1st St., No. s Miss COZETTE HOUSTON

Edgewatér Inn A
307 7th Ave. NE . Mr. MacVean
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TP 157-3231

~ E1 Tovar -
129 6th St. So.

EMBASSY -

o221 5th AVe. No.

Emplre _
1099 1st Ave. No.

Essex House

1914 4th St., No.

Falrfax
2832~4th“st.;No.

’Gaycrest -
"1612 an Ave No.

. Gayvista -
‘419 3rd Ave No.

g*Gayfalr

433 2nd St. No.

’fGeneral»Lee'

4554 Central

,Gilmorer

. 341 4th St. South

~ Gordon :
526 5th Ave. North

Golham R
: 455 3rd-Ave. So.

Granada
460 3rd St No.

fGrobe_ | B -
326 2nd Ave. So.

Harmon

- 615 4th Ave. No.

- . HENRI |
- 173 Central

Mr. WILBUR MARTIN

Mrs. STANLEY

Mr. GLASSMAN

Mrs. WAGNER

Mr. FREGAU

Mr. STROBEL

Mrs. STROBEL

Mrs. IBSEMAN o

‘Mr. SETTERGREN
Mr. GILMORE

Mrs. FLORENCE TIDWELL

Mr. HARRY JONES
‘Mrs. CAMPBELL

Mrs. Grobe

~ CATHERINE GRIFFITH

Mrs. ODOM
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TP 157-3231

Hibiscus House

160 3rd Ave. No.

~ Hillcrest o
220 5th Ave., No.

'Hollday

- 600 Beach‘Drlve.,NEh

HOLLANDER
- 421 4th Ave. No.
Hotel Apartments
826~€entral -

~ Houlton

‘342 3rd Ave., No.

Hubbard House

1138 8 th Ave. So
”St Petersburg,_Fla'

- GLADYS TOWEL _
'FRED HALEY
© Mr. BASTAIN

_ Mr. GUSTAVSON

- Mr. HADDOCK

- Mr. BEVIER

JIMMIE SABACIUS*"T

Inqulry at all of ‘the above mentloned hotels

-'and estébllshments failed to reveal either GALT LOWMEYER h;’g

- or WILLARD s current or past re31dence at any of these.,"
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SUBJECT:

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

SAC, TAMPA (157-2231) patE: 5/3/68

/'

Retelephone call from #4 Suvnervisor, %/2/68.

SA WILLIAM o GAZNE, JX,

MURKIN
RM

On 5/3/68, the following logical police departments were
contacted in the Lakeland RA terrxtory, and advised that
they do not maintain files on latent fingerprints developed
in unsolved crimes.

1. AL BRADY, Chief, Identification Uivision, “olk “o. SO.

Bo0th advised that the latents are filed with the mrticular
case and would be almost impossible to locate for comparison.

wkg
1

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 ’ l
MAY 1962 EDITION - bl

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

D SA C, TAIPA (157-3221) DATE: (/2/AR
SA A, LTS BARNHETT

SUBJECT: {I"RWTN
e Latent Prints

On 5/1/68, BU2Y PARKER, Records Uf icer, Ffort dyers
Police Departient, advised that his denartument has no file
of latent »nrints for vnsolved crimes. ile checked the
fingeronrint classification of RAY against all nersons
fingernrinted by the fort yers 2olice uvenmartrient and
advised that XXX¥X RAY had never bgen fingernrinted by his
denartment.

On 5/1/68, BEVRY wkIANT, Identification Officer, Lee
Cornty Sheriff's Office, nadvised that his denartment %eens
a record of latent nrints of wnnsolved crimes by fingernrint
classification., e reviewed the fingernrints of RAY against
all 1latent unknown classifications and advised that none of
the 1atents were identical with RAY,

AL}:alb

(1)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1982 EDITION
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

A (157-23221)

A BT T TN Yy
Liw D I SRR W |

SUBJECT:

In Ldﬂ 1001 l 34T 1.1 R R N A A s

CCNilly lawedv diugorprint Ii7 s on
. a - - i
Xrey gy ale BREE'a ] . -1 e AT, LYs LT EAIPH T g ww e} .
wwved Ciﬂl C( | SR Jatad kit _;..uf\ ’ AN L S ) RS S SN _\I’lul\fl“ Aldf)
A “ . “ . 5
contact —}(i on date indicnted ol :

I R N S A
Tiltes Tl iea Lo
‘o?pwintc ADanring

T L0
Vil z.). o

*r*n'p:v TLONELTT A L ary s

: A oy e Y - ,‘
Lhn sy AJ:~.« £s o wadl ) Laen ‘L_L,L 1ca a,i"i] ul\ 5 \ril,

A A

ice, Cloarwator, Ploride, 11/1 ant

\)/ L
Salru Al
?u» L Ly °'h()lﬂ :

Florlua folice

T AT D

MV ES-U Y AJlL’

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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FBI TANPA

FB1 PHILA

952 P11

S-1=68  UKGENI  ERA

10 SACS 0ANSAS CIiY 44-760< uknrdls 44=1967 lAWrA< COLUMBIA AND
NEW ORLEANS 157-10673

FrOM SAC PHILADELFHIA  44-36%

Uil

Ki NEW OnLEANS> TkL KANSAS CI1Y ki AL INSTANT nk CAKLOS LLE
BILLINGS .

REFORI SA GENIRY > LOWwk, Jrs JUNE SIAlkRNs SIATYSIA, Al PHILA<
CAFTIONED< “CARLOS LEE BILLINGS, Amg3 Iisrs IDS0Vs UFAP = PRrISON
BREACH" REFLECIS SUbJ ESCAPED MAY\ \WENIYFUUR SIATYFIVE.

COFY OF Ripoﬁr whS FURNISHED WLL OFFICES>

RAY ARMED AND DANGEROUSS> z9-3¥Y¢

| /$-3LC
EiD /po—?/é'eéL
ROB | |

Fl {AMFA

/5> 323/ oK
. o

()
SEARCHED _%Lj:nzxzo N
SERIALIZED _ e0 Z22—
2ny 1 1968

" FBI — TAMPA

5T

/
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FBI TAMPA

FBl DALLAS
3158M URGENT 4-30-68 Lidb
10 DIRECTOK (44-38861), HOUSIONs SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) AND. TANFA

FrOM DALLAS (44-2649) 3r
HURKIN.

RE TELEPHONE CALLS BY SUBJEC1 RAY EN ROUIE FrOM LOS ANGELES
TO NEW ORLEANS . ‘
 FO® INFO OFFICES KECEIVING THIS TELs ON ABOVE ISIP SUBJEGT RAY
. ALLEGEDLY MADE SEVERAL TELEPHONE CALLS> FKOM FUBLIC COIN IELEFHONES
WHILE IN TEXAS. A CHECK OF TOLL CALL> MADE FROM COIN PHONES ALONG
KOUTE FOK DEG. FIF1EEN, SIXTEEN AND SEVENTEEN LAST AKE BLING MADE
AND FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN DETERMINED [0 DAlk. EACH OFFICE SHOULD
ESTABLI SH IDENITIY OF SUBSCRIBER 10 [ELEPHONE NOo LISTED AND
AITEMPI 10 IDENTIFY BY INERVIEW OF IHIS INDIVIDUAL FROM WHON INSIANT
CALL WAS HECEIVED. IF RAY MADE CALL, OBTAIN ALL AVAILABLE INFO
CONCERNING HItie |

HOUS TON DIVISION.

CALLS MADL FROM COIN PHONE Al MARATHONs [EXASS

ENLU PAGE ORE 4 ’($O-322, 75
— 4

Y4
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PAGE WO

DEC  SIKIEEN Lasis 5IA FIFIYiHREE Pis FIVE EIGHI IHHEE -

TwO EIGHT EIGHY FOuns BAYLIUWN, TEXASS

DECe FIFIEEN LASTs UJHREE NINEUEEN P> 1w0 w0 SEVEN = SI4
NINE NINE ONE> HOUSIONs TRAAS.

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION.

CALL> MADE FHROM CUOIN PHONLES Al MARFA, TEKA>:

DEC. SIXKTEEN LAsis ONE FIFIYIHRRE Fils 10 100 THKEE - NINE

EIGHT FIVE TwOs SAN ANIONI. TEHAASS

DECe SIATERN LAST, TEN FIFITYTHRER ri, SLEVEN DEVEN FIVE - WO

SIA ONE SEVENs Dbl KIO» IEXAS.

CALLS MADE FROM COLN PHONES AT MARATHONs, TEAASE

DEC. SIXIEEN LASI» IWELVE TWENTYIwU P, FOUs lHARER lHabE - FIVE
FOUR NINE SEVENs SAN ANIONIOs [ERAS;

DEC. SEVENIEEN LAST» TEN SEVENIEEN s THKEE FOUr FIVE Two
THREE ONE ONEs SANDERSON, TEXAS;

DEC, SEVENIEEN LASTs SEVEN ZERG 1Hhk: Prs NINE 140 (w0 -
ZERO IW0 SEVEN FOUKs SAN ANIONIOs LEAASS

eND PAGE TWU
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PAGE THREE
DECe SEVENIELEN LAST, SI& FIFIYSEVEN Fris IHREE FOUR FIVE - TwO
THREE ONE ONEs SANDERSONs IEAASS
DECe SEVENIEEN LASI> EIGHI FIFIYSEVEN P, FIVE (HAEE TWO - THREE
FIVE ONE TwOs SAN ANIONIO» IEXAS.

TAMPA DIVISION.

CALL MADE FrOM CUIN FHUNE A1 MARFA, TEXAS: DECe SIXTEEN LAST,

EIGHT FORIYIWO Pid, FIVE EIGAI EIGHT - TwO TWO TWO SEVENS DADE CITY,
FLORIDA | | | %ikxywﬁwﬁd
MEMPHIS ADVISED AM. |
SAN ANIONIO ADVISED TELEPHOICALLY.
END '
BLY

FBI TANFA
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