UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

" In Reply, Please Refer to Tampa, Florida
File No.

f

June 11, 1968

. PERNELL EZZELL

On June 6, 1968, Mr. FRANK WETZEL,
Manager, Perdue Radio, Television and
Appliances, Incorporated, 2425 Colonial Drive,
Orlando, Florida, furnished the following
information:

PERNELL EZZELL is a former employee
who has bem missing about three weeks on this
last occasion. He has previously left his
job on past occasions and has bem taken back.
He called WETZEL on the morning of June 6, 1868
irom 4:15 a.m. to 5:15 a.m. saying he was in
DPenver, -Colorado, Mr. WETZEL-said EZZELL
geemed as though he were nervous, crazy or
drunk, . ‘

EZZELL alleged to WETZEIL that he

had a great amount of money, He said he had

a pile of $20.00 bills which he had obhtained as

@ result of his part in the assassination of

Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING and the shooting of

Senator ROBERT F, KENNEDY. EZZELL remajyked that

he had proof he was in Orlando, Florida.when KING

was shot and he was in Las Vegas when KENNEDY

was shot if he were to meed it, He alleged

he was on the payroll of "CIA'" and "OSI'".

He remarked that he had a 38", a "357", ‘a

"30-30" and a "306" type of guns in the trunk

of his car. He said he was using a U-Drive-

It car in Las Vegas the previous day with the

"357" gun on the seat when he was stopped by a

deputy. He said the deputy released him when

‘he produced his Associated Detective Agency

card andhis gun perm1t which he read the number

trom 88 being #2B.. = 1 - 111th MI, Orlando
Bureau ~ 1 - Las''Vegas = 'l - NISO, € 3319§§§“
Birmingham - =~ t1 ~ ‘Memphis . 1 - OSIze ins .-A
Denver e 3 L Tampa (2-- '62<NEW) (1 r 1@$7§-; 4
Los Angeles . . f&-——@ﬁniﬂéy o
SS, Jacksonville GWT sas
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PERNELL EZZELL

Mr. WETZEL said that EZZELL did;hbt B
threaten any one.during his call or_indicate that
he intended to do any harm to ‘anyone else,

WETZEL said that EZZELL 1ndlcated
that he was his_only friend in Orlando, .
Florida -and he just wanted to talk to him to
find out if he could come back to Orlando,

On June 6, 1968, Mrs, FAY EZZELL,
636 22nd Street, Orlando, Florida furnished
- the following 1nformat10n. s

She advised that she married PERNELL
EZZELL on february 25, 1967, this being her -
third marriage. She said they have one. ..
infant by this marriage and she has children by
previous marriages. She said that EZZELL '
has caused her extreme anxiety and debt during
their short period of marriage, She said he has
deserted her at least three times and he was
last seen by her over three weeks ago, She
said that he had been treated for extreme
alcoholism during their short marriage on at
least two occasions by Doctor HERBERT COLLINS
in Orlando, Florida and she had taken him to the
Florida Sanitarium Hospital, Orlando, Florida
for the same type treatment, She advised that
he has been also treated at the Cherry Hospital
for extreme alcoholism but she could not recall
the name of the town in which the hospital is
located., She said that she hoped that her husband
does not return.

.
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. PERNELL EZELL

Mrs. EZZELL said that PERNELL

had called her on June 6, 1968 about __ "~ |

2:00 a,m., and the call lasted until about -
3:00 or possibly a. little later. She said he
stated he was in Denver, Colorado. She,siid'
‘that on one occasion the call was interrupted
by an operator who requested that he make a
" mew call for credit charges which he did but
the operator did not specifically identify
herself as being in Denver, Colorado. Mrs.
EZZELL said that PERNELL had called her on. the
morning of June 5, 1968 during the early hours
caying that he was in Las Vegas, Nevada but
ghe had no way of knowing his actual whereéabouts
.at that time, She said that on both occasions
he did not divulge his address or location.,

She said that in April, 1968, he was drinking
heavily and she refused to allow him to come to
the house with her childrem., She said hée- '
went to several motels around the Orlamdo,
Florida area and ran up very large bills on
credit cards which caused her financial .. ..
difficulties, . She said that on this -
‘occasions his drinking was only terminated when
ghe took him to Dr. COLLINS for treatment of
extreme alcoholism,  She.said that the dpctor
gave him tranquilizers to bring his shaking under
control,. She said he is a hopeless alcoholic
and that when he is drinking he becomes
‘affected mentally., Mrs, EZZELL advised that in
- the past PERNELL EZZELL when drinking had
' delusions of grandeur., She said that he ‘would
refer to big news stories in the newspapers

and try to cause her to believe that he was in
‘some  way connected with military service
intelligence and he would have to check on these
news worthy events, ;
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. PERWELL EZZELL

'She said that on several occasions when hé '
" was drinking and he had disappeared he would
. finally call her: tellmg her that he had 'a
‘large sum. of money and that he would buy her
. “all sorts of new presents, fhe said fhat on
- these occasions she found ‘him penniless and
- drunk imn North Florida,

_Mrs EZZELL said that when PERNELL
called her on the past two mornings he had.
fn@t made any allegations involving himself
in any assassination plots on Dr. KING or
" Senator KENNEDY, She said he had not thredtened
- anyone on these.occasions except her whén she told
. . him she was weeking employment.. He said that
) _ if she obtained a job he would come by and -
pick up the baby. . R

Mrs; EZZELL'said that PERNELL.did have
gome sort of a gun which he kept in his car because
she would not allow him to bring it into the house.
She said he had a permit. to carry this gun because
he worked as a guard during the night time at. . ]
Associated Detective Agency, Orlando "Florida. She
sald he worked in the day time as a telev1S10n

" technician for the Perdue Radio,wTeléVi81on and,

_Appliances Incorporated. C e

Mrs EZZELL said that she has been
reeceiving numerous bills from oil companies and
American Express credit card which she did not
open but forwarded to his mother in North. .=
‘Carolina because she could not pay “them. ,Sha'
advised that she feels that her financial
situation is so.destitute that she will lose -

" her home and furniture because -of prevlous

’*{bills made by EZZELL.

~4 -
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.., PERNELL EZZELL ..

‘ On June 6, 1968, Dr.,- HERBERT COLLINS,
3558 South Orange Avenue Orlando Florida, :
advised that he treated PERNELL EZZELL for about

- the past couple of years due to extreme alcoholism

" “the last period of treatment being in April,

1968, He said this man is unstable but he did ﬁot
:further describe him,

On June 6, 1968 the - flles of the
@rlamdo Florida Pollce Department furnished
by MARIAN HARRISON revealed PERNELL EZZELL
- was arrested on June 2, 1961 being charged as
. & publie drunk; on Noveber 19, 1961 being

! charged with driving while intoxicated; and he

... wag picked up on suspicion of auto theft March
.. 9, 1962 at which time he was turned over..to:the
Orange County Sheriff's Office. No photograph-n
or fingerprint records for EZZELL were
available.

: On June 6, 1968, BERNICE FOGARTY
Orange County Sheriff's Offxce Orlando,...
Florida, Identification Division and Deputy
PHELLP MURPHYy-Plain Clothes Division; both

¢ advised that they could locate no information
pertaining to EZZELL in their files.

The following physical description
‘was obtained from Mr, WETZEL and Mrs, EZZELL:

Name :

Race: .

Sex:

Date of Birth:
Place of Birth:

~5-~

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

PERNELL EZZELL
White

. Male

Fayetteville,

North Carolina




PERNELL FZZELL

Height: -~ 2'10"
Weight: 185 o
Hairs Sandy and wavy
Eyes: Blue ‘
Marital Status: Married
Wife: FAY EZZELL
636 22nd Street
Orlando, Florida
Children: 1 infant child from
that marriage
Relatives:
Mother: ACRIE EZZELL
Route 4 ‘
Box 236
Clinton, N, C,

Brother: THOMAS OZELL EZZELL
' Age 33
Fayetteville, N.C.

It is noted that on July 5, 1967, Officer
JﬂMES WATFORD, Kissimmee, Florida, Police Department, advised
the Tampa Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Lhat PERNELL EZZELL had made statements to EZZELL's wife
thet he was an agent of the Central Intelligence Agency (cIA)
and in this capacity had to make secret trips, leaving his
wife alone for periods of time. - WATFORD indicated he knew
~0f no one else who had been told by EZZELL that he was a
CIA- agent, and that there was no evidence EZZELL had obtained
anything ef value from anyone other than his .wife.

: On August- 4, 1967, a representative of the CIA,
W‘aehingten9 D. C.;° advised that a check of CIA personnel : :
files-failed to disclose any individual named - PERNELL EZZELL
as: beimg employed ‘by that agency.

On August 28, 1967, Assistant United States Attorney
KENDELL WHERRY, Middle District of Florida, was informed of
above facts by a Special Agent of the FBI. Mr. WHERRY stated
that the facts were insufficient to constitute a violation of
the Impersonation Statute, and that he would therefore decline
prosecution of EZZELL,

6 -
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PERNELL EZZELL

' EZZELL SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS
IN VIEW_OFHHISMREPORTED_POSSESSION_OF AHFIREARM_VAND'SINCE'

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed ocutside your agency.
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UNITED. STATES GOVERNMENT
. MEMORANDUM -

June: 1, 1968 .

‘sac SANTOIANA

' RE: JAMES EARL BAY, aka - FUGITIVE

' WF 442A, 10 4182 - TENFUG -
. CR, UFAP-MURDER (157h3231)

: Subject located and apprehended in. London,\Englanq
. - .6/8/68. Discontinue any leads looking toward his-locatiom.” A1l =~ -
‘.agents return all.serials charged out to them.“ ARHED AND D%ggﬁaggg

ARE EXTGRTIONATE CREBIT TRANSACTIGNS (179-00)

For your 1nformation, Public Law: 90-321, the "Trutn gn _
.. Lending Bill," became law on 5/29/68, effective: immediately, It -
'is- new Chapter 42, Title 18, H S. Code, captioned as’ abeve. '

- The act prohihits "extortionate extension of cred;t "
which: is-any loan invelving use, :or: threat of use, of violence or
other criminal means toe harm the person, property or reputatiog
ef anyone, including members. of the. borrower's family. . _

The offense may be proved ‘by ‘direct. evidence of vigkqn g
‘or other criminal means used in making, collecting,. or financing
the loan. Proof of interstate or fereign travel, or useof: 1ntegq
state or foreign commerce facilities, is unnecessary. Congress
feund that purely intrastate :extortionate ¢redit transactiems
directly. affect 1nterstate ;and foreign commerce .

If direct. evidence is unavailable,. extortion is presqgeg

. on proof of the fellowing: (1) the loan exceeded.$100; (2) the - ;

interest rate -exceeded 45 per .cent per annum; (3) the loan viqlﬂt@& "

. state law in that lender is unable to obtain complete colleptgqg '
-Judgment against borrower; and (4) lender has reputation for

- extertion im cemnunity of which.borrower is niember.

The act is a new weapon against erganized crime. ;t qgg

- be'used against both the loan shark.and anyone who provides him .-

funds necessary to fimance his. eperations. Financing the loan
‘shark.is a. violation. ’ : -

" JFS:KH

,OFFICE.HEIORANDUM No. 68-97

each A ent . 31-00 - .-
1573231 . 7 1l - 66-44 .
- 17900 . 66-171
Y e 6648 .1 - 66-322

174 91-1671 166-3 -
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SUBJECT:

* GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
MAY 1882 EDITION -

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M. emomndum

MURKIN
CR .
. (00 :ME)

Set)forth'heréinaftér'are'fhé
PCIs, etc, contacted negatively in this matter,

: sAc, TAM?K’(¥5§;3231) /,

A STEPHEN -J. LABADIE o

6/25/68

identitiés of ClIs,
it being

noted they were furnished SA LABADIE by routlng slip from

said agents:
IDENTITY

TP 177-C

TP 366-C |

PCI JESSE MOORE

TP 255-C

PCI LAY N, MASTRY
PCI JAMES YOUNGER
TP 272-C :

TP 336-C

PCI ‘ROBERT BRYAN

PCI DONALD WHITE

TP 317-C -

. TP 402-C

TP 349-C-TE :
PCI LONNIE WALLACE
TP 328=C

PCI RONALD PERRONE
TP 9-C

TP 319-C .
PCI J. B. SUTTON
TP 186-C

TP 314-C

TP 396-C

TP 269-C

TP 281-C

PCI LOUIS SHAMV

§J§§CJ
1X2;
A

v

AGENT

. ROBERT C. BALL
'ROBERT C, SMITH
ROBERT C, BALL
ROBERT KNIGHT
DAVID A, BRUMBLE

" % "

FRANK B. SPENCER
. ‘1" "

" "
1" "

PATRICK LAFFEY
' " 17"

" - o
T B T}
, ‘" ) "
A ROBERT KNIGHT
- WILLIS R,.SMITH
" "

1" "

THOMAS J. WILKES-
1" " .

1" "

ONNIE K. WALKER
" " . T,

1R ' "

DATE
4/26/68
5/14,27/68
5/28/68 -
4/22/68
4/29/68
4/19,29/68
4/26/68

4/23/68
4/26/68 -
5/13/68
4/26/68
3/14/68
4/19/68
5/2/68

5/7/68

5/2/68

- 4/25/68

"

5/8/68
5/5/68
5/8/68

FBI — TAMP

/57 323) -

Buy U.S. Savings BandJ'R_egalarb on the Payroll §. m)ing.k Plan
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TP 157-3231.

' IDENTITY - -~ AGENT

PCI VIRGINIA VANDE BERG ROBERT C. BALL
~PCI LUCY MERRITT BARRON SA DAVID A, BRUMBLE
PCI SAM MACKTA 8 - "
PCI LAYRB, MASTRY om "

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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TO: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) %v/

FROM: SAC, TAMPA 1é§ﬂ3231) C
(157-3231), (HUC)

MURKIN - COST DATA / \\
\

l
i

Re TP airtel, 6/4/68.

The TP Office cost figures for the month of
June, 1968, estimated as follows: &

1. Number of Man Hours S

A. Special Agents

Regular hours - 50 hours Y
Overtime hours - © 0
Total Man Hours - 50 hours l"

Clerical Employees

Regular Hours - 8 hours [5”
Overtime hours - O : o

Total Clex;ical Hours - 8 hours )‘S.')
Overall total - 58 hours 4’ I "~

CTIANNLY Fn

— et
= s I Ll

2. Total Estimated Mileage

pup ey |

.
.

onim annd

A. Bureau cars -~ 100 miles 30_ C
B. Personal cars - O 0
3. Any Unusual or Out of Ordinary Costs - 0 ()

./ 2 - Memphis
(14 Tampa SJL: it (3

74 1$7-323 (-5 08
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o

TP 157-3231

4. Peak Number of SA's Working on Case
During June - 6 2 '

aar——

y UAC By Memphis, Tampa will not submit any further
+ cost data and this matter is RUC.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 . .
MAY 1882 EDITION

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum - ;

SAC, TAMPA (157-3231) | &7/;1/68

SPC AL L. SMITH ——

MURKIN
SUBJECT:

At 11:50 PM today an individual identifying himself as
W. A. MC°CORD, 217 Apollo Dr., Apopka, Fla., telephonically

cﬁﬁfﬁﬁfﬁﬂ‘fﬁis offlce and advised as follows:

The murder of Rev. M. L. King was a conspiracy of which
he was a party to. Advised that there weie nifge other member,
involved other-than himself, Named James Hoffa, Af# Senagor
Percy of Illino&s, and other members he did divulge names but
are all co-conspirators, Stated that he is a Marxist-~Communist
and is opposed to the administration and it'spolicies, opposed
to war, and in general opposed to the way the country is now
being run,

Complalnant advmsed that he is owner-operator of the Agopka
FEEd 1 : duce Co., Hwy 436 one-tenth mile east of U.
, Hwy . 441 in Apopka. :

Called was placed from a public telephone in an unidenti-
fied bar inQApopka and in response to the inquiry if he had
been partaking of intoxicants, complainant replied negatively.
Advised that he was fully sober and aware of all statements
being made.

Writer adVLSed that thismatter would be ctaken into con-
siderations and would request that he be contacted in order
that he may fully express his knowledge of the alleged con—

spiracy. ‘ A (:z‘;;)_,.~
| Tan pa indicesnegative YéN/¥/ re W. A. MC CORD, . .

5010-108

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




- " OPTIONAL FORM NO. IO' ? “ i >T : ‘:‘.:"v . .‘“ o
5010-104~01 %, iU - B R
“ UNITED STATES- GOVE NNHHWF 7,_”ﬁ”5u~u] s T

| ;Memomna’um

: ":'Aif'-t-"-:’S/‘L (1‘57 3"”) e T pam pl12h68

e 'SA-,TIIOQQ\S c;f_A1lrch“m TR

.{75"

‘ SLugﬁcf:.i'anéKIN;.ﬂ-:l::':“ - ' ';:;.;;2;5_I?, T

4‘7Rej.WTIIT“!II %coquf;j-“'“
g 217 BAM%W e

_ e Annﬁha  : _ ‘ .
‘;Re Memo of* Sre.ar, T quTn 7‘if68 in MVQRIN fnleﬁy’

. S bn 7 ? 6 ‘ %A S TTNDLF 1nd ATTPN frrst trncd to
-cnnt»vt McCORD (who is in'-the Grlwndo "Nt Box") at the -
Flea Market. on hwy. 436" near-Anapa MCCOQH had, according’
to Mis . son, hIITIAH W, MC-CORD,: Yr;, ‘age 18, 1ust teft for . -
home, *.The son said that.MC “ORD was dr1nk1nq the night befor,;"
that - when hP drinks: "he 1s another: nerson and that he.and”
the fathor are not on the best -of derms when the fﬁthpr does
dr.nk SRS o _, . -gr L -

_ "WfoTAﬁ ., ﬂbChRD '°17 Anollo Jrjve, dnonkn, was:
100ﬂfod 2t his home.~'He wws asleen with a bottle of Deer ncarby

“on-the .table when agents wrrjved . He eefused. to’ allow agents.

- to enter his home and, as a con99q1pnce, the conversation ﬁlth

.. %im was from the ront door. We .denied nhoning the EBI at.
“Tamna the'night of 7-1- 68 claiming he.was home all 1h1t nlght
fVe sald he d1d not w1sh to tﬂ1k o the PBI Lo o TRRLER

- 1“62 Ford 1069 69 qurldﬁ llcense 7W 30013, was.;; 
nﬂrkod in the cnrnort a* the atove 1e51dence.w ‘ :

. The'}amna 1nd1ces ohO‘ld show the nqtnre of -
_r1nformat1on rec'd from this wan in the past and what we can
‘expnct in: fhe fwture. W e -

1).
TCA: _ L .
v,‘T/) )’ 3}3/—570
* . - | SEARCHED " INDEXED £,
I ASEMALEEDQEZET.HLEDeﬁé%%'_m‘ ,{y
CJULE2196874

FBI — TAMPA

_/ﬂﬁﬁ/
77
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) - ‘ .

FBI

Date: 7/16/6_8

Transmit the following-in

(Type in pl‘a-in text or code)

N I

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

TO:

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN _
Re Bureau airtel to Memphis, 7/9/68,

The Bureau has requested that all divisions continue
to submit monthly cost data until further notice. '

In view of the above, all divisions are requested

to comply with the Bureau'’s instructions, including offices
who have negative cost data to report.,

:/5‘7 325/ ——57/

2 - ALL OFFICES
-2 = Memphis E

Approved: Z( M Sent
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FD-350 (Rev., 7-16-63)

{Mount Clipplng in Space Below)

Patriof To Defend James Earl Ruyi'

' “in thts ‘case.

- get into trouble:
_not dedl ‘hére: with" the past.

% the

=

;‘r)

Perhaps th m St intere‘s mg :
“kase of the century will. soon‘ be |-
7 capturing the: headlines of every s

daily. newspaper in America; The.|*
‘Yfederal:'government is :bringing:|

James Earl Ray back’ to thls
nation -'to - stand trial ¥ for'

alleged ‘execution of a~ver‘y dang-r _

. Communist - agent "t who-

called hlmself Martin Luther'

ng

There aré many discrepancles ‘-
_We will not_ at-- '

tempt ‘10 defend ‘Ray's-past when
‘e got into a.lot of trouble as
young man. - 'I'he famlly he came
rom was-a’ victim of extreme
overty and he should be granted |
the, same. forgiveness and len-
iency liheral social workers riow
" demand “ for - young negroes who
.But :we ,will

'I‘HE PERFECT PATSEY:"
During “the past year of Mrt

Ray’s freedom, there is noknow- "

dedge that he wads -anything but:

model “citizen;. . He is not
‘Eharged ‘with any robberies or
‘wther mis-conduct, outside; the,

King incident. -The. 'FBL charges
that. Ray was open in-his views.

against race-mxxmg -and -that he

had worked in.the Wallace For'-
._He’ now,

-.Presmlent movement
- has asked one of the South’s

defend him.-

Being - 2 fugitive on the Mis-.

souri chargés and a known White

. Supremlst, Ray was the Jogical,

ffall guy’ or:‘patsey’. ' Being.a
fugitive, he could not publically

reply to- charges that "he ‘was |
the glaring dis--

Gault. Some
Jcrepancies in the FBI's case
against Ray are::

1) Witnesses .who helped in
creation -of the composit
drawing of Ernest S. Gault, say
present pictures’of Ray, are not,
. those of Gault. - These. include’,

landlady ?\mphts, and a tax1

Y Gault's landlord in Btrmlngham, ‘

cab_—-dri'vér in” Atlanta. “All agreed g

upon “the artist’s conception: of
- what.'Gault ‘looked like, but’ sald'
that 'was not Ray. Another. hole
in the government s case is the

fact_that. finger prints .of Ray’ ‘
‘ glven to. Atlanta polxce ‘were not- | ¢
',those of : the man called* ‘Galls
. outstandmg rlght—wing lawyers to;

“These' are ‘but just a few, ini~
-nal holes ‘in’ the FBI‘s case‘_
-against, Ray. ~Wes have yer toj,A

hear from, Ray htmself Judge- ¥

ment should never: be’ passed un="
til both. sides: of the.story;:a
*heard, contrary to theanti-Ray;
hate filled daily press,-an’ Amer—,
ican is still “PRESUMED INNO-~"
CENT UNTIL PROVEN GUIL—.'»
TY" - e
. Therefore, smce we uphold
American tradition, we presumie-
' James ‘Earl Raytobe INNOCENT'
RAY’S.LAWYER

A NOTED PATRIOT.. * | .

*More . proof that James Earl

'.'.se‘rv,atlve. is thé
1 requested the legal services; off.;

' __‘mlngham,

A B Hanes’- is-a former mayor: of,

' Blrmmgham and an outstanding, :

“and¥well .known speaker at-pa-.
,triotlc -White Chrlstian ralhes -

- _sponsored by many groups. i

-_eFBl agent ”.
. ML Hanes' acceptance of this -

f Mayor Arthur _] Hanes ls htgh—,_..
1y respected in~ Alabama “and -

‘fact “thaty

Attorney Arthur J. Hanes ofBlr
“Alar "Attorney o ATt
of:‘:'.

‘e page, name of
“per, city and state.)

““Mr) .Hanes' hag also defended‘i.

- a number- of Klansmen, "includ~.".
| Ang those charged: with-shooting -

CMES:L
- Luther. I(mg aid: who slept ‘with.-:

Viol' LiuzZzo.. (A-*Martin |

Black. Bucks) The Klansmen -

, were freed of the murder -char- - j

ges -but_ convicted on the usual-|
FBI frame up charge of *‘con- '

. spiring to vmlate someone s civil' '

| he publicly dlsavows the' -FBI’
' campalgn to frighten and harass "

In'

' 3
THUNDERBOLT
- NTA, GEORGIA

buLy ’
LOCAL

1968

i}‘L’:’-‘. R. FIELDS

case -guarantees, Lames ‘Earl Ray.’
a fearless and. dynamtc ‘defensey

We’ hope and _pray, he is adquittedj
- and wish Mr.. Hanes :the - best of .~

luck in. | this_case.:; .
It should be noted that former

ication: L37=3231
[Ing Office: TAMPA

.ng Investigated

often hds been urged to run for |

- state” wide office where he would :

be an easy winner for almost any i
F__a—q

I'Ra'y"nas to be a r1ght v&ﬁg@ﬁ

T sr_ARcHEn INDEXED. .oninic

SERIALIZED,, ... FILED, 1o00s 8=
i 15 10cs
FBI — TANMPA

L/

/‘5-'7,)2.7/"/;/1
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_

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer-to
File No. .

Tampa, Florida
July 19, 1968

PERNELL EZZELL

Reference is made to memorandum dated June 11, 1968,
captioned as above,

On July 18, 1968, Mr. Emory Dowling, Sr., Owner, Perdue
Radio, Television and Appliances, Incorporated, 2425 East Colonial
Drive, Orlando, Florida, advised that the captioned individual had
returned to Orlando, Florida. He had taken him back on his job
as a technician.

On June 13, 1968, Mrs. Fay Ezzell, 636 22nd Street, Orlando,
Florida, advised that her husband had returned to Orlando, Florida,
and she had seen him at the Holiday Inn located on South Orange
Blossom Trail;, Orlando, Florida. She said he had a gun and he had
frightened a bell boy with it when he came to the room with ice.
Allegedly her husband was drinking.

Mrs. Fay Ezzell said that her husband had not mentioned
being connected with any conspiracy or plot to shoot Dr. Martin
Luther King and Senator Robert Kennedy, but she was fearful of
him in his condition.

Mrs. Ezzell said she understood she would have to consult .
either the Orlando, Florida Police Department or the Orange County
Sheriff's Office for any persconal protection.

On June 13, 1968, Sergeant George Pegues, Orlando Police
Department, Orlando, Florida, was advised of the above information
furnished on that date by Mrs., Ezzell. It was also furnished to
Deputy Sheriff Otis Mosley, Orange County Sheriff's Office, Orlando,
Florida, on the same date who said he had Ezzell's presence verified
at the motel but the management said they could not locate any
bell ‘boy who had encountered Ezzell with a gun, They did locate one
who had served him ice but he denied Ezzell had confronted him
with a gun,

This document contains neither recommendations nor con=
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned
to your agency:; it and its contents are not to be dis r1buted ,’js
outside your agency 573 22 3/ é
- Bureau 1 - Secret. Serv1cg J?cksonvilleA&QW%D

rmlngeﬁﬁ5(RM) } OSI' Robi

- - 2 S
- \¢ RM 1 - NI30, Charleston (RM) INDEX y
- Lﬁ: Aiéiieé G Z - Tampa (1-62-963) (EZZELL) ggRIALIZED. 3£

‘Memphis (RW) oo %\1'(%33 “SZBL UNRKIN) — pygp
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. DIRECTOR, FBI * . . = . ™. ' i - ' 7/19/68. .

A -SAC, "'mtpa' (52.,-963) © .

. PERNELL EZZELL . S i
. INFORMATION concmme_ DU

- ..000% TAMPA

”twq,ne Tampa airtel to Bureau dated 6/11/68

T Attached are 11 copies of an: LHM dated and captloned
-_as,above.. Information copies are furnlshad to recipient offices.

C - Investigation in the attached LBH was conducted by
";-'SAGORDONW.TINDLE.’ gt , BRI

o ' ' Copies ‘of the LHM have been aisseminated locally to :

. Secret Service, Jacksonville, Florida, 08I, Robins AFB, Georgisa,

~-  MI, Orlando, Florida, and. NISO, Charleston, South Carolina for.
‘“._completion of 1niormation te their files. ) : _ '

e

Bureau (Enc. 11)(RH) R

‘Birmingham (Enec.. 1) (INFO) (RM)

Denver (Enc. 1) (INFO)(RM) - -

Las Vegas (Enc. 1) (INFO) (RH) -

Los Angeles (Enc. 1)(INFO)(RM)

Memphis'. (Enc. 1)(INFO)(RM)

Tampa .

( 62—963)(EZZELL) -
157-3231)(HURKIN) i .

(1 - 80-139) e e ¢
et e i ;?'.vf' SRR AR / - )

| GNT: kzh‘,.' R AT LR I S 712 g

S_ARCHED_...-—-——
- INDEXED. Tl
cERlALIZCD_‘.,r.gﬂ

Hl[D
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L azelmsy

" BRINSON-HOWARD.. /-
PRI (GHETTO) . -

-9

LR ‘. o ‘~"; \'Iz.norlty populatlon at Orlando seems encouraged

S A . that JAMES EARL RAY has been‘apprehended "and

g returned to this country to stand trlal. At one ‘time there -

- was a feeling that this.country was dragglng its feet in- the we )
.matter of looklng for the slayer of Mart:.n Luther Klng.

(3)
. /L 170-345A
@3 157-3231 (Markln)
L MCAT ,

SEARCHLD NDEXE
' SERIALIZ[D iy -FILER
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AIRTEL -° AIRMAIL

STO: sAc, MEMPH}/“S,;:_’

l" fn'om'- SAC ‘T4 /rﬁy (157-3231)
\J . e e =TT

MURKIN - COST DATA

: Re Memphls airtel to a11 SACs 7/16/68 and‘
Tampa airtel to Memphis <%7/1/68

: ‘ The Tampa Office cost’ figures for the month of
July 1968 are. estlmated as follows:

i.' Number of" Man Hours

A, Spec1a1 Agents
.Regular Hours - 4 hours
Overtime hours - O | ‘
‘Total Man Hours -4 hours R

‘PCIerical Employees

~3Regu1ar Hours - 15 Mlnutes
,A0vert1me hours'; 0

:_Total Clerlcal Hours - 15 Minutes
_Overall total -4 hours 15 mlnutes

’ 2. Total Estimated Mileage

A. VBureau cars = 30 miles

- Memphls;ﬂ-j"
({)- Tampa ~ }
JRH:ad -
3) - b~r¢
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TP 157-3231
B.. Personal cars - 0

3. jAny Unusual or Out of Ordlnary Costs - O

Peak Number of SAs worklng on Case durlng

(.:

June - 2
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August 7, 1868

Té:  BAC, Tamps (02-963)
_E?rm Biveetsr, ¥BL iﬁ;«&&?)

KEHSALT :
20 183 Axmm

WURKIN
00: MEHPHIS

L Re Tnapa sirtal $/11/68 ana m@a letier 7/ }.9/68 with
a*ztmuﬁ ummndz attmhe;! tisw::em eApElonsd Ferasll Eszell,

: In view of the allogatiens concerning Porneil Ezoelil,
ke ghould be interviowed imsediately in omder to determiuve whether
ko does, in dxet, have any mtﬂmtim periinmnt o ex%ez‘ 2

L a;yt&{mﬁd ithmriaa. -

. Fursishk renuits si your intsrview ta Low An;a&es md
Senphis uadeor npgmyrutu capuen o Fo-302, ,

: lmm&agalu :
-laﬁﬁphis :

0
MIGE

et EXED ------
9 SEARGHE Q’ {ND
| sER\AL\ZED P
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON,

D. C.

20535

Date 8-2-68

Name and F.P.C.

FBI No.

A.O.

1.0.

¥.F.

cC Cancellation

George William Tyree, Jr.

20 L. 1 U OIO 16
S 1 U 00O

4,714, 268

3337

3780

Federal process

dismissed.
(8-2-68)

Don Ferris McCall, Jr.
21 M1 U 15
L 3 Wr .

327, 089 B

3338

4092

Located Northridge,
Calif., 7-17-68.
(8-2-68)

James Earl Ray
16 M 9 U OO0 12
M 4 W IOI

405, 942 G

3339

4182

Extradited London,
England to Memphis,
fTenn., 7-19-68.

John Michael Walton
17 I 30 W OMI
I 32 W 101

356, 640 E

3340

4200

Located Lowndes Co.,
Alabama, 8-2-68. .
(8-2-68)

Robert Vance Walton

14 M 13 U OOM 12 Ref: 13

I 25U 000 26

361, 075 E

3341

4201

Located Lowndes Co.,
Alabama, 8-2-68.
' (8-2-68)

James Joseph Scully
2 M 21 W 19 Ref: 21
1 17 Ra 19

1, 170, 115

3342

4202

Located Arcadia,
Calif., 7-23-68. .
(8-2-68)

Jimmie Johnson
20 L 1 Ut 6 Ref: U
M1U T

11,215 F

3343

4203

Located St. Louis,
Missouri, 7-15-68.
(8- 2 68)
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- SPECIAL AGENT IN- CHARGE
i FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (4-17-68)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT_ OF JUSTICE

Locatedat: = ° """ Building Telephone

ALBANY, New York 12207 - 502 U, 8. P. O. & Ct. House 518 465-7551
ALBUQUERQUE New Mexico 87101 4303 Federal Office Bldg. 6505 CH 7-1555
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501 Room 204; Federal Building * 272-6414
ATLANTA, Georgla 30303 . - 275 Peachtree St., N.E. 404 JA 1-3900
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202 408 U. S, Post Office Bldg. 301 LE9-6700
BIRMINGHAM,' Alabama 35203 Room 1400 - 2121 Bldg. 205 322-7711
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203 John F. Kennedy Federal
N . Office Building 617 RI2-5533
BUFFALO New York 14202 400 U.S. Court House Bldg. 716 856-7800
-BUTTE, Montana 69701 400 Thornton Building 406  792-2304
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202 1120 Jefferson Standard Life 704 333-4126
CHICAGO, Illinois 60604 Room 905, U, S. Court House
T ' & Federal Office Building 312 431-1333
CINCINNATI, Ohio 45202 415 U. 8. Post Office &
Court House Building 513 421-4310
CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199 3005 Federal Office Building 216 522-1400
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 1529 Hampton Street 803 252-1911
DALLAS, Texns 75201 Room 200 - 1810 Commerce

. Street 214 RI1-1851
DENVER, Colorado 80202 .Room 18218, Federal Off. Bldg303 222-5981
DETROIT, Michigan 48226 ‘913 Federal Building

& U. S, Court House 313 WO 5-2323
EL PASO, Texas 79901 202 U. S. Court House Bldg. 915 533-7451
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 206 Dillingham Building 59546
HOUSTON Texas 77002 6015-Federal Building &

U. 8. Court House 713 CA 8-1414
-]NDIANAPOLIS Indidana 46207 1221 North Pennsylvania St. 317 632-6415
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 Room'800 - First Federal

Savings Building 601 948-5000
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202 414 U. 8. Court House &

. N Post Office Building 904 355-1401

-KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106 707 U, 8. Court House
. Building 816 BA 1-6100
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 617 Walnut Street, Southwest 615 524-2721
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 . Room 2-011Federal Off. Bldg702 385-1281
"LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 215 U. 8. Post Office Bldg. 501 FR 2-3157
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 1340 West 6th Street 213 483- 3551
'LOU’ISVILLE Kenh.\cky 40202 Room 701, Bank of Louisville 502 583-3941
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103 841 Federal Office Bldg. 901  525-7373
MIAMI, Flor.ida 33137 3801 Biscayne Boulevard 305 379-2421
* MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin §3202 - 735 U. 8. Post Office, Customs
& Court House Building 414 276-4684
MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401 392 Federal Building 612 FE 9-7861
MOBILE, Alabama 36602 520 Federal Building 205 438-3674
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101 U. 8. Post Office & Court
- : House Building 201 622-5613
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510 510 Tpe Trust Company Bldg. 203 787-1217
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113 . 701 Loyola Avenue 504 522-4671
NEW YORK, New York 10021 201 East 69th Street 212 LE 5-7700
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510 420 U. S. Post Office &

: . Court House Building 703 625-1631
OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 5104 N. Francis Street 405 VI2-7471
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 1010 Federal Office Bldg. 402 348-1210

- PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107 500 Widener Building 215 LO 3-5300
PHOENIX, Arizona 85013 244 West Osborn Road 602 CR 9-5511
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania '15222° 1300 Federal Office Bldg. 412 471-2000
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205 423 U. S. Court House Bldg. 503 224-4181
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220 200 West Grace Street 703 644-2631
SACRAMENTO, Califorsiia 95814 2020 J Street 916  441-1275
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 2704 Federal Building 314 CH 1-5357
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 3203 Federal Building 801 EL 5-7521
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 433 Federal Building 512 CA 5-6741
SAN DIEGO, California 92103 3211 Fifth Avenue 714 297-3361
SAN FRANCISCO, Califorml 94102 450 Golden Gate Avenue,

Box 36015 415 552-2155
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico - 00917 Pan Am Building

= o . 255 Ponce de Leon Avenue 765-6000
‘SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 . 5401 Paulsen Street 912 354-9911
SEATTLE, Washington 98104 1015 Second Avenue 206 MA 2-0460
SPR]NGFIELD Nlinois 62701 421 South Sixth Street 217 522-9675
TAMPA, Florida 33602 Room 610, Federal Off. Bldg. 813 228-7661
WASHINGTON D. C. 20535 5086 Old Post Office Building 202 393-7100

SSANISNE "IVIDIIAO0
FOLLSAL SO INTFNLUVAIA SHLV.ES AILINA
NOILVOILSIANI S0 NVIENL ’IV}{HCI{-!;I

TMYNW SSY 15u14
NOILVDILSIANI 30 NVIUNE TVEIATL
aivd s33d ANV IJovIsod

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



A
O
' s

_ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIGE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. -

Tampa ;, Flori da
August 13, 1968

PERNELL EZZELL

Reference is made to prior communicati@ms in the
captioned matter, the most recent omne being dated June 19, 1968.
: Mr, Emory 4. Dowling, Jr., son of the owner of”
Perdue Radio, Television &and" Appliances, Inc.,% 2425 East
Colomnial Dr;ve, Orlando, Florida, furmished the following
- information om August 12,’1968&

Permell Ezzell recemtly had his Florida driver’s
license reévoked because he had been involved im am dccident
some months ago im North Carolimz. Ezzell had:to terminate
his employment with the company as a color TV techmician
because he was unable to. drivé a car and his services were
not needed on a full time basis in the shop. Because he < .
was unable to do his job™im Florida, he wemnt to California
to seéek employment. At th&t time, he was not drinking ‘and
he was perfectly mormal. He had just returned’from a t¥ip:
to North Carolina, where he had gottem his 1965 Buick
automobnle back fr@m an automobile repair garage

On Saturday, August 10, 1968, Mr, Dowling had’
received a long distance telephon& call from a- manager of
2 motel im Long Beach, California. He could not recall"” the
man@ger'g name or the identity of the establishmemt ‘which
'He representeéed. The manager inquired as to whather he sﬁould
cash a check for Permell Ezzell im the amoumt 6f about =
. $200.00 and he refused to recommend cashing the check. ”ne**
" could nbt recall the pmame of the bamk on which ‘the check
was drawn and he said he did not speak with Ezzell at the
time, But he believed he was standing nearby during the
telephone call.

1l- Bureau (62-587) (RM) 1 e‘mgmphis (RH)
- ¥.S. Sec. Ser., Jacksonvi éﬂg) 3 -'Tampa (62=963)
0SI, Robins ATB, Ga. \ (1-44-72 SALT)
HI, Orlando (RM) ENDEXED g\ =3231 ~ MURKIN)
NISO Charlieston, 8.C. (ﬁMaﬁgrnr, :
Los Angeles (RE)

s (2
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PERNELL EZZELL-

. r‘ . T

¥r, Dowling said that he had no furth@r information
concerning Ezzell at this tlme

On August 12, 1968, Mrs. Fay Ezzell, wife of Pernell
Ezzell, 636 22nd Stmeet Orlamdo Floride, furnished the
followimg informatiom: L

Pernell Ezzell had his driver's llcense revoked for
five years by the State of Florida because he ‘had hit ‘a bridge
with kis 1965 Buick in or near Fayetteville, North Carolina,
or Clintom, North Carolina, during his last escapade. He had
‘been charg@d with driving while intoxicated. ZEzzell said that
he had paid for the damages to the bridge, but his liceiise was
still revoked last week.'  Mrs. Ezzell said that her husband
tried to cbtain bemch work as a TV technician in the Orlando,
Florida, area, but he was unsuccessful, since he had no driver's
license and he could not travel throughout the  city to do his
work. She advised that he left Orlando om Momday, August 5, 1968,
for California, in order to ee@k employment.

On Thursday, August 9, 1968, he called in the ‘middle
of "the might, saying that he was in Los Angeles, California,
working for an aircraft plant and making good money. He did
not mention the name of his employer or the location of “the
aircraft plant. He told his wife that he wanted her and the
family to fly out in the mear “future when he would. send‘momey

On Saturday, Augms& 11, 1968, Ezzell called about
8:00 P.M., saying he was in Los Angeles California. Hg ‘remarked
to the effect that he had beén out of the country and hé“had
‘just gottem back, th@refore “He had not gottem a permanent
address. He did not state where he could be reached or the
name of his employer. He did mot say where he had gone whlle
he-was out of the country. Mrs Ezzell said she is bitter
‘because her husband had run up. about a $1,000.00 debt oh his
American Express Credit Card during his 1ast escapade and he
§till has this card. -She said that she wanted him to show
good faith by supportimg her amd their child before she ‘would
decide whether or mot to go to California. Mrs, Ezzell said
that she was not certaimn whether or mot Ezzell had been”
drinking, but she was unable to detect that he was under the
influence of alcohol from the sound of his voice on the two
occasions on which he made calls. She said that if he does
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to avoid getting tel@phome calls from her husband; in tgg

middle of the might. She explaiped that she has to go. to

work very early each day. She said that she did not believe
Ezzell's story about being out of the country amnd that he.

had possibly utilized the st@ry to cover up for a period during
which bhe had been drunk. Sh@ "said that she could mot beIieve

and she,

She said that she has mno information as to her husband“s exact
whereabouts, the id@mtity of his employer, or any of the details
or location of the foreign trip that he allegedly made *‘She
sand ‘that she did:not believe him because he did not prev1ously
have ‘a passport and he had n@t ‘had time to obtaim a p&sSport
bef@r@ allegedly going out of- “the country. She said that she

is waiting to see if he shows. good faith by sehding mom@y for
ber and their child's support or whether he will go on another
escapmd@ and go deeper into fimancial trouble.

- ot

On August 12, 1968, Mrs. Mary Smith, Oramge Céunty

“Drivers License Office 0r1and@, Florida, furnished th@ following
informati@n°~ -

7“

. Pernmell (mo middle. m&me) Ezzell, 636 zznd"Street
Orlamdo Florida, was issued chauffeur's 1icense number

It"was ordered revoked for five
years by the D@p@rtment of Public Safety, State of. Flomida
Tallahassee, Florida, for driving while int@xicated on "the
third @ff@mse within a ten-year period. It became effective
May 27, 1968, but the @rd@r was not received and executed
im 0rlmnd@, Fl@rida until August 6, 1968. The revocatioen
resulted from Ezzell b@lmg @@mvicted of driving while under
the influence of intoxicants in the State of North CaroIlina.
One of his other suspensions of his driver's 1icemse was

prom

forfeited bond in th@ State of South Garolina on a charge
of driving while under the influ@nce of imt@xicantB, o

Mrs, Smith said that she did mot bhave a record of
the third offense pertaining to Ezzell.
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PERNELL EZZELL

depenant o b e

On August 12, 1968, Mrs. LILA HOEQUIST Orangel
COunty Auto Tag Office, orlamdo, Florida, furnished thef?
foll@wing informatiomn: ' '

: Pernell Ezzell or Fay Ezzell, 636 22nd Street -
OfIando, Florida, obtained Florida automobile license ‘;

registratiom number 7W-10531, on May 1, 1968, for a 1965
Buiek two-door sedan, and Florida license 7~1518 on the .
‘same date, for a 1966 Gﬁevr@let two-door sedan. The file

contained no additional descriptive information pertaining to
these automobiles. ‘

This document comtmins neither recommendations

,mor eonelusioms of the FBI. .It is the property of.the FBI and

18- 1oaned to your agemcys “it “dnd its contents -are not to be
distributed outside your agemcy° - 5,

B
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TO: DIXECTOR, ¥BI (3-88;1)
FROM: BAC, TM (62-968) (»)

PERWELL EZZELL
INFORMATION COMNCRRMN
(0O: TP) :
(TP file 62-963)

KENSALT
(00: LA)
(TP file 44-729)

MURKIR
EDO: ME)
TP £ile 157-3231)

Re Bureaw airtel to Tampa, Los Angeles and
Menphis dated $/7/68 aad captionsd "KENSALT” and "NMORKIN";
Tanpa airtels to the Buresu, Los Angeles and Memphis
© captioned "VERNELL EZZELYL, INFORMATION CONCERNINGY, dated
6/11/88 and 7/19/68.

Attached are 11 copies of an LANM captioned
"FERNELL EZZELL" saad dated ag above, for the Burean.

3 -~ Buresu (Enc. 11) (RN)

2 - Los Angeles (Bnc. 3) (RN)

1 - Memphis (Zme. 1) (Pnfe) (RM)

4 < Tawpa (1 - 62 - RVAELL)
[¢1 7-3331 - MURKIN) ,
'3 § - KERSALT) .

_ {1 - 80-139) : S WCRED
GNT; T I~y
o SERiALIZLD)

FILED

g

16933/ 420

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




~};lﬁ:¢p}62é9éqﬁ.f;@:;.;i:

e Investigatian in the attached LHH was cenﬂnctod
’::I_'_by SA t;mmen ¥. TINDLE. B .

Copies of the um ‘were msseninatoa 1oeany to "

':.VSecret Service, Jacksonville, ¥Fla.; ¢SI; Robins AFB, Ga.} : *

'ME, Orlande, Fla. and. NI80, charxestm, s. c., bumse .

“ "f“.they hsve eognizanee.
- LEABS.

LOS AﬂﬁELEB DIVISIGS
LGNG BEACKl_CﬁLIF. _ ‘ U s
S : 1111 condnct eradit ahd arrest ebecks 1n an effort »
© T tp locate. and interview the subject in tccordunce with instructions
*Qcantained in re Bureau aittel.:,,;,f, ST :

5? LOS ANGELE$, CALIF

. %111 ¢h§ck credit and arrest files in an atteupt to
--glocate snd in&orvitw th& subject us 1u§ieated above.,,; -

mum mws:en BT
| AT omnm m'.A

L till mlintain eontact with the suhjeet's viia,-»f_ '
NS . msr E‘ZZELL 636 22nd 8t., Orianmdo, Fla., in order to ° .
.. asceriain the snbgeet's whcrenbants, and sat fnrth agprcgriate o

L;Ijleada far an immaﬁiate interviﬁn.- _ ‘ : Lo

e 7 §i11 masmtainecontact with M. EMORY A. n,me .m., 2
-'2425 E Calonial Dr., arlauﬂa, tor the abova reasanu";< '

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




S 5'_3/3.0/63": .

AIRTEL - ' .. " AIRMAIL "

——.

70 j:~'sAC ”EEM?HI?//// ‘*\;_
'FROM: - - SAC, TAMPA (157-323%)
o MURKIN - COST DATA - \—/

..,(

. . Re Memphls a1rte1 to all SACs dated 7/16/68
"and Tampa a:.rtel to Memphis dated 8/1/68 :

_ The Tampa Office cost flgures for the month of
* August, 1968 are est:.mated as folloWS° ; ‘

l.. Number of Man Hours

| - As Spec1al Agents
'ARegular Hours -, 6 hours
vaertlme hours - 0

Total Man Hours - 6 hours _J\

. Clerical Employees

K Regular Hours =1 hour tff"‘“""
,.,'Overtlme hours - 0

B ';_,Total Clerical Hours - 1 hour )‘{~(§f?~5":'
'Overall total - 7 hours

Memphls _:‘ o ' F:’ c :
- Tampa g . BN L
RM nh ‘ - o .

o ‘SEARLHED
,-lNDEXED e

' SERIALIZED.CeZ.
'm-r-"F;‘rQ : . cm.-.-._v—
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TP 1567-3231

Total Estimated Mileagg

Bureau cars - 25 miles 184

Personal cars - 0

Any Unusual or Out of Ordinary Costs - 0

‘Peak Number of SAs working on Case during

m§wt-l
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T1071/68"

L™ "t

Remyairtel, 8/30/68

. . The Tnmpa Office cost figures for the month of
: September, 1968, are’ estimated as follows: IR ,

' 1.‘1Number of Man Hours ﬁ;‘{fri‘

i -‘A;3 Special Agents _
J'IRegular Hours “' 1”%f} v
. - Overtime Hours =: 0 = . '
5 Total Man Hours-;vlg;?uff

"Clerical Enployees B

‘Regular Hours - %15 minutes e r
©~ .. Overtime Hours -:;ov, o
© . Total Clerical: =
‘ Hours - 15 minutes

| Overall Total :f‘l hour 15 minutes.iﬁnri
* Total Estimated Mileage “‘ %f;f:§3""T* ced

L¥ A;WL"" R
A » ,
ubo : <

 ‘_“A.. Bureau Cirs - 10 miles
- B.. Personal Carse: 0 -

‘“*'Any Unusual or Out ‘of ‘the Ordinary Cost- - 0

‘Peak Number of SAs Working on Case~ A
During September i “-fz - 1

T 7-3531- o1

[\r\nn—-n T

g
. S
ERIERY I
ot
i
9
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" DIRECTOR, FBI (62-887) . < . 10/4/68 .~

B fsAc, NEW om..mas 3.(1?3;:9;9'4)‘_ ®)

. PERNELL FZZELL
. INFORMATION concmme
~ (00: | TAMPA)

. KERSALT () "
. ©0: 108 ANGELES) ‘

MURKIR (p)
(00:  MEMPHIS):

Re Thmpa letter to the Director, 9/30/68

- T For information of Tampa, New Orleans Bivision
.‘interviewed PEENELL EZZELL at Shrevepcrt, La., on 8/27/68

. . Bnclased for Tampa is one copy of the rn-ooz which
sets forth resnlts of that 1nterview.-}‘ -

New Orleans atrtel to Los Angeles, 8/28/68, under the
_KENSAUT caption furnished Los Angeles with 25 cOpies of Lhe '
FD~302 in question. T _ , , oL

Lo ‘ New Orleans airtel to. Nemphis dated 3/30/68, under.""
- the MURKIN caption, furnished Hemphis with 25 copies of the"
FD-302 interview in question. F _

T - Interview with EZZELL by New Orleans wns based on
;*..Los Angeles taletvpe to New Orleans dated 8/24/68, under thc,

. EZZFLI, CONSIDERED Anmn Axm mmmous IN VIEW OF
-azs posssm ¥ YR THE

2 -«Burean : R .
- Los Angeles (Info) T
Tampa (1 - G2-883) (Bnc. 1) (BZZELL) 'e_f,~
44-729) (KENSALT) .

f . 167-3231) (MURKIN) o
% "‘m “Sg? S @J/o%w%ﬂf;%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTTJENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer t0

File No.

31 -
3

& -

P, S

B

Tampa, Elqrida
October 4, 1968

WALTER "BUSTER" COOPER;
CHARLES RELEFORD;
ROBERT SMALL;

LEWIS WALLS

On October 2, 1968, Lieutenant Wayne Henderson,
Intelligence Unit, Police Department, Orlando, Florida,
advised that he had learned from a confidential source,
whom he considers reliable, that four racial agitators,
Walter "Buster'" Cooper, Charles Releford, Robert Small,
and Lewis Walls (phonetic for all), who are allegedly from
Jacksonville, Florida, came to Orlando, Florida, in
connection with racial incidents involving the Orange
Liquors, 403 Magruder Avenue, Orlando, Florida. Lieutenant
Henderson advised that Cooper and the others apparently
arrived too late to take an active role in the Orange
Liquors matter and that several of the men were sent to
St. Petersburg, Florida, Miami, Florida, and to Sarasota,
Florida, for the purpose of stirring up racial discord.
Lieutenant Henderson stated that these racial agitators are re-
portedly. able ,to make> molotov cocktails and to instruct .
others in how to prepare such devices.

Small and Walls are known to have .beenssent to, -
Sarasota im comnnection with recent racial problems 1n that
city°

' Just recently, Henderson learned that Reléford was
reportedly dispatched to Sanford, Florida in an effort to
stir up discord in .connection with the assault on the
Negro male, one McNeil Simmons. Simmons was assaulted by
two white males, and the matter has caused considerable
concern in Seminole County. The immediate w ere ngts of
Releford is not known, but he and the others areJexpeeted -------

to return to Orlando, Florida. INDEXED o
Sursze (W) -~ SERI N_./ED 7/@2—
Bo.z 4SS, VRSE Ry W1, GRlARSCTE : 31, BOYNDwe-sswmok P T

.8, . Sarumey
Jashmeieiite Chay U (RN}L 3189, ERBRLAETON 5.0 (3 ﬁf

ﬁs‘m m&} N

_ﬁ%“- : MEE g&mgﬁqax,l&ﬂ§{z -~ g&?ﬂ&% £ o B o ‘
285> | tokiaw (38 } 5¥ = IETS14RE B &)

/5 7- 385/~ 6’V
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WALTER ”BUSTER” C@@PERy‘
‘CHARLES RELEFORD; ‘
ROBERT SHALL;

LEWIS WALLS

Henderson stated that the foreg01ng 1nformation has

'A not been comfirmed

' :  Representatlves of” Milltary Intelligence, Orlando,
Fl@rida, Sheriff's Office, Orlando and the Sheriff's Office,
Sanf@rd Florlda, have .been- advxsed of this matter° :

. ' Lieutenant. Henderson addltionally advised that he

‘had learned from his source that the four racial agitators
'supposedly have a connection with Moses Davis and the
Florida Black Front, &lthough this is not certain. This
source also advised Henderson that the racial agitators =

- were! allegedly paid by Vaughn D, Mizell of the National-

Association for. the Advamcement of colored People (NAAC’P)

. in Floridao

Representatxves . S. Attorney <] Office, Tampa,
and Se@ret Service, Jacksgmville, Florida, - have been advxsed-
of the f@regoing. o » :

Thls documemt contalns neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loamed to your agency; it and its contents are not to be*
distrlbuted outside your agency.
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" FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) - ‘ I .

- FB
. Date: 10/4/68

..Transmit the following in _ . ~ S
' .o o (Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL

.

(Prwnzy)

- _pimEcToR, FBI = ATTENTION. CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION
g L GENERAL. INVEST, DIV.

FROM: . SAC, TAMPA (157mNew)”(P)
WALTER "BUSTER" COOPER;
CHARLES RELEFORD; :

ROBERT SMALL;
LEWIS WALLS
RM . .

“ Summaryct Complaint: .
' Enclosed LHM is selfmexplanatory. , :

quormation as to Orange Liquors will be foumd in
Tmmpa alrtel to Bureau, 8/28/68, entitled, "Inbidents :
Involving Orange quuors, 403 Magruder Avenue, Orlando,
Fla., RM, ' .

Imformatien regarding McNeil Simmons will be
found in Tampa airtel to Bureau, 8/23/68, entitled,
"Possible Racial Incident, Samiord Florida, RM "o
S Thns imformation has been discussed with Ron .
Jernlgan, MI, Orlando, &nd by Lt. HENDERSON with representatives
of the 80, Sanford and .80, Orlando, Florida.- ey Lmgy
3 - Bureau (Enc. 11) TEM) o
2 = Jacksonville (Enc., 2) (RM)

2 - Miami (Enc. 2) (RM) - : Coshiwnied,
&~ Tempa. (1 - 157=3353)(l=157=3456)(1=157=14898uh3) .157=3231
ACTION: UACB:' Q- 80=139) TCA:av (16) T ‘

X LM ENCLOSED X COPY FURNISHED TO USA Tampa°
m
x Prelzmimary Investigation Instituted

C e T SEARGHED -
St U NDEXED e
SERIALIZED 77

Approved:

Special Agent in Chcﬂge
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TP 157-New

: Lecal dissemination made to MI, Orlando, Fla.,\

OSI, Robins AFB, Ga.; Secret Serv1ce, Jacksonville, Fla.;

. NISO, Charleston, S.C. : ' . L
., i ' -

LEADS:

: JACK%SONVILLE DIVISION

. AT JACKSONVILLgliFLA

Will through established sources, endeavor to
“identify subgects and their organizational connectlon,
1f amy, from photos being forwarded under separate cover.

MIAHI DIVISION

AT MIAMI, FLORIDA '

: W111 with the aid of photos to be forwarded, :
endeavor to - 1dentify subjects and ascertain:if they played
a domlnant role in recent race rlots in that clty.-* '

&l

TAMPA DIVISION

AT ORLANDO, SANFORD, SARASOTA, AND ‘ST, PETERSBURG, FLA,

‘Will exhibit photos: of subjects’ to established
sources in an effort to connect ‘subjects with racial dis=
cords nn those particular citzes.. ‘ /
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’UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICEA

FEDERAL BUREAU/ OF INVESTIGATION.

In Reply, Please Rejer to -
File No.

Tampa, Florida
ocpober 14, 1968

‘P.ERNELI-. EZZELL

Reference is made to prior communications in cap-
tioned matter, the most recent one being dated August 13,
"1968,. . ‘

et .

. ' \\ :

11- Bureaw (62-537) (HM)
1, Secret Service, Jacksonville-(RM)
1= OSI Robins AFB, Ga, (BRM)

- NISO, Charleston, S. C (RM)

- Tampa (62-963)
u‘ (1 -~ 44-729, KENSALT)

1 = 157-32313 MURKIN)

GWT:1p 4£2}/
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voso o base) o (@PERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT (@)

" Dato- 8/27/68

: : PERNELL EZZELL was interviewed at the Shreveport,:
Louisiana, Resident Agency. At the outset of the interview
EZZELL was advised of his rights but declined to 'sign a

... waiver of same. EZZELL declined to furnish a signed

o suﬁtement but voluntallly furnished tbe following 1n£ormat10n

‘ EZZELL denied that he had recelved or was ever
_tin possession of a great amount of money as a result of his
+ participation in the murder of MARTIN LUTHER KING and the -
rassassination of Senator ROBERT F. KENNEDY. He further
denied stating to anyone he was on the payroll of the
08T .and CIA :

BZZELL said he def:nately d1d not pa1t1c1pate .
in any manner, nor did he have any knowledge of or 1nfozmntion
concerning the murders of MARTIN LUTHER KING and Senator
ROBERT F. KENNEDY. ‘

EZZELL admitted that he was glad KING was dead as
he felt KING was a troblemaker, but emphasized that he
did not have anything to do with kllllng him. ' .
EZZELL said he could not renembeL maklng any stdfements
to anyoné ‘regarding any of the above. Heé admitted that he
may have made them when he was in a drunken condition, but’
could not recall making any such statements. He said he
often has black-out periods which occur .when he is drlnklng
and he Has been known to appear sober even when he is in a
drunken state.

BZZELL said FRANK WETZEL is the Shop Foreman for
his former employer at Perdue Radio and Television Company,
Orlando, Florida. He and Wetzel have been out drinking
together on a few occasions, usually after closing shop or on
a payday night. -WETZEL has been trying to get him into
trouble with his wife. EZZELL said WETZEL thinks he is a
ladies man and has in the past tried to take his wife out.
His wife has told him that WETZEL has called her several
times and in addition to trying to make a date would

: tell her of his running around with other women. FEZZELL
~ believed WETZEL tells his (EZZELL's) wife what he tells "~ ,
WETZEL in confidence. He was sure. WETZEL told her about _ ..

On ..8/24/68 o . Shreveport, Loulsiana - File # NO_ 1"

by .54 RONALD W.-BEINVER .~ /bab N _Date 'cjsg--m.:'d'?

This docamont céntalns nelther rocommendations nor concluaions of the ¥ BI It 15 ibe p?Opeﬂ? '
. ¥our agoney} it and ltoc contenta are not to be dlotﬂbutod ouu.!do \,our agsncy.
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O 173-994 . .

hlS belng respon51h €& iox another_g'rl’ pr vnancy at the time
‘e utekas ied hls wife. : o T et L

- BZZELL stated he has never confronted WETZEL with
‘any of the above, but WETZEL has told him that he called
-ihim one night when he was drunk and cursed him out. EZZELL
isaid he could not remember this call. S -

: EZZELL advised that he has a serious drinking -
problem, but he did not consider himself an alcoholic.

He said he was treated in the Veterans Administration
‘Hospital, Fayetteville, North Carolina, for drunkeness shortly
after his release from the Air Force in 1953. He further-
advised he had been a patient at Cherry Hospital, Goldshoro,
North Carolina, for about 2 months’ during the past year.

While at this hosp1Cﬂl he underwent a number of psyvchiatric
tests. he dld not- know theuresults of the tests. '

‘ EZZELL st ated that he has had this serious
drinking problem since his marriage in November 1967. He
indicated hé was forced to marry his wife as a result of her
- pregnancy prior. to their wedding. He said, since his
"marriage he has been under ccnstant. pressure from b s wife
and in addition has serious financial problems.

EZZELL advised that because of his heavy drinking
and the resulting ‘'"black-outs' he is not able to fix
exactly his whereabouts .on specific dates during the past
.year. However, he remembered the night of MARTIN LUTHER
KING's death and said he was drunk at the time. He was
registered at the Motel South, Orlando, Florida. With
him at the time was a girl friend, whom he identified as
.VIOLET ALLRED, a nurse, who operates the Clear Lake

Manor Nursing Home, Orlando, Ilorida. He said she is
about 38 years of age. He recalled hearing of KING's
death”on the T.V. on the nlﬂht it happened

S EaZﬁLL said he did not remember whore he was

© “the night Senator KENNEDY was shot.

) _ : EZZELL could not account'fdr his whereabouts on
-the night of June 5, 1968 and said he could not recall
where he was at all during the month of June as he agaln

.H'wae on a oruuk :

VTIL remembers Ily]ng {lom Orlqndo, Florida,
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NO 173-994
‘to Los Angeles twice in recent months. The last was about
hugust 4y 1968 .when he flew. vid Delta- “Airlines. ~ He stayed

in LO” Angeles Iour*daya and left driving a rented car after
an unsuccessful effort in finding a- job. On his way to
Shreveport he stopped briefly at Phoenix, Albuquerque, and
Hope, Arkansas. He claimed he pawned his 357 magnum revolver
“.with a police officer in Hope, Arkansas, for $45 on. August

23, -1968. The gun was purchased for his second job as a
security guard with Associated Security Company, Orlando,
Florida. He claims he has never used the gun in commission of
a crime. : S

EZAFLL belleved the. previous trip to Los Angeles
was madé in June 1968 when he flew via Delta Airlinces from
Orlando, Florida. He was looking for a job on the occasion
"also. He 'stayed only two days and remembers returning
from California via an unrecalled airline and that he
stopped at Las Vegas, Denver, New Orleans and Miami. He
rdoes not remember if he stayed in any of these cities for any .
‘length of time. " After rcachinc Mlaml he rented a caxr and
drove to Orlando. ' '

: 7ZELL clalms he had no employment other than his
"Jobc 1n OlAﬂHOO and that he financed his trips with the money

rearned fron worklnv tbese two johs, along with using hisg
credit cardsw o v ST :

) TZZELL rocalxed after dr1v1no from Miami . he ‘did
not go home, but to a motel with Miss ALLRED. The following
day he GlOVC back to Miami and then returned to Orlando by
"bus. He thinks he rented thc car at Miami from either Hertz
or AVlQ“ReﬂL“A Car ’

TZZBLL gtated he has not worked any where since
- Bugust 4, 1968, and that he presently had in his possession
¢36 OO whlch was left over {from the sale of his gun.

EZZTLL cl 1med he pﬂwned a 138 Colt "'Cobra'" in
Los’ Angeles on the last trip at an unrecalled pﬂwn shop
and that he prebent]y bas no weapon.

- o E/?LLL could not re0ﬁ]1 any other deualls concerning
‘his first itrip to Los Angeles, he said he was drinking heavy
on these‘trlps and could not remember;anything much about
them.  He could not remember the names of motels whevre he
stayed. He claimed he has no friends in Los Angeles and
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‘that heé made none Wlllé *Here on

BZZELL stated he is not nowy and ne

.nember of any ”h"te” type organization. such
Klia

LZZELL stated he would be 1eaving
Louigiana, this evening by bus and cculd be

)

his mother Mrs. ACRIE EZZELL, Route 4, Clintc“

Carolina.

b

‘The following cdescripticn was obta

and observation:

Name PERNELL EIZ;
‘Ttace - :

Sex

Date of Bixrth

Jic

. Place of Birth
’HniWht

Veig ght

aiy

Iyes .
Scars and Marks

Morth

Marital Status ha"“Lem to FAYE
6306 22nd Street,

. : Orlando, Flori
Caildren CLINTON EARL -
Parents o Father '~ deces

: % Mother - ACRIE

(a3l
] %

sod

a

B

e P PR
Carolina

BYZELL

months

BZZ4ELL
Noxth

Route 4, Clinton,

Brothers ' THOMAS OZELLE BZELLE,
‘ Simco, Ontar:o,

, VENDELL LEZZELL

" Point, North Cax

I,

DIANE McMILLIAN,

Fayetteville,

employed Ft. Brag:

S

Carolina

Residence ..~ 636 22na Streect,

JFlorida

Military Scrvice US Air Force 1951-19353,

af

Cunaaa

oe 25'

’O7JH”

age 19,
NMorth Carolina

o

Nourth

Orlando,

;.. dischaige L
‘Serial #

N
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”gArres ecOPd' G Numerous d?unk arrestg ~
G R { no felony arrests '
HASoc1a1 Securlty #o | . -
TVOccupatlon j»A; TV repalrman and securLtj
e .‘-_ :- _. guard R
,-PTGV?OUS employment Pordue Padlo and T, V m,OrLando,
fLAssoc1ates Securmty, Orl 140,
- <Florida;-" .
.,;*AElectronlc Serv1cc, lnc., Patco i
.-’ Division,. Newport News,: Virginia;
< American District Telegraph -
.- Winston:Salem, North Carolina
N tAmerican District Teleoraph’-"
e e e s nden T Indianapolis, Indiana
‘Previous Residences. Raleigh, .North Carolina,
U T sef i iPayetteville, North Carollna,
- =Ashville, . North Carolina,
‘Newport News, Virginia,
.. Indianapolis, Indiana,
s e e e Orlando, rlorlda
7.« Friends’ .l CHRIST INE TENDE
PRI w0 L.eeiT. Clinton, North Carollna
-+ VIOLET ALLRED,
Orlando; .Florida
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PERNELL EZZELL

THis document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is baned to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency,
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 10/14/88 -

R 1 TR Dxm:mn, FBL (sz-
FROS:  SAC, TAMPA. (32-9

C PERNELL X2mELY, - B\
{NFOM%TI@F cmtcmms-' C
(TP File, 62-963)

| EENEALT
{00 LR)
TP File 44-729)

7 MURKYN -
© (OD:ME)
| (e File 157—-3231)

: ‘Re Burveau airtel to Tum, Lm Angalm and ﬂenphim. -
. dated August 7, 1983, and eaptioned "KENBALT” and “MURKIN™;
‘ ag? 3:;; ﬂrleans lattor to suraau, qaptioned as abmre, dated
- 10/4/68, - - : , , )

. The mtarmced Heow crleans letter ta m:'aau mvonled
: thlt the instmciions contained in the Bureau's airtel of =
© . August 7, 1968, have boen complied with, . Accordingly, the:
 Tanpk Bivis:lon is placing its files pertaining to KEQSALT
cand MURKIN im 2 c.lesod status at this time, - ‘

. Attache«l are 11 copioa af an um csytiqned “pmm O
. 'mzm", and dated as above, for the Bureau, - The Dureau way - .
. wish to disseminnte 3 copy of the LEH to CIA a8 the attached -

" . LEM contgsins an interview with EZZRLL, at which ftime he ' -

‘ demied ever stating 'thxt he was on thc CIA mymll '

.3 - pareau (Eme. 11) (00 .
. .- 1 = New orlsans (Ianfo) (173..994)
e @- Tampa (63-963, ¥IZELL)

@ Ty ) - ?SEAP“HED eilliees
Q%mm) e R NDEXED ___‘_;_'__:___»_‘___..;
p— {1 - 80-199) 0 T SERIALIZED £

o /) ),-3 ).7/" 5-27
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they have copuizmance. |

: \

Cnpiem ﬂf i:he _m.z weve diﬁamiazxte& ﬂcany ta

.{.;ff"%e«ré‘% 3@1‘?1&3, Jacksonville, Fla.; 051, ‘wobins AFH, Ga.,'_ I ot
“ /M3, Qriando, Fia.;. aud WISO, Charieston, S, €., hegruse -

T ‘Pim Tazs@a file 62»%3.;. p@rmining m I}EMEL’“ .
T ‘A,E’Zam i.s in'a closed sz'tatns._, IR ‘

A ‘3‘5’13,? ﬁi’ th:m aim:el is ’oei.ng i’umzsimﬂ w» the

P gew ﬁrleamz Division for its informaticu concerning ’ﬂw

.. fipal dispostion of this watter by the Tampa mivisim&. e
. Fo IL¥N is heing enclosed For New Orleésnw, 10s Angeles,

T Eﬁemphis ‘LepaAuse it ww contains the ﬁnteﬁriew of.

U pmemi, by -the ¥Wew Orloans Division, who has prewimsly

: ;c;_-mmmhed results 1o Los Angelos and, Hemphis. .-
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