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·I • 

·: · 11': 58PM NI t"EL 07/29/76. MOP · 

:: FROM OlRECTOR (100"'"10.6670) 

. ' . 

·'r HERE ANV NEW 'EV IDENC.E' WHICH HAS COME TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
•, I 

,'.ffEPARMENT. CONCER.NI NG !HE ASSAS~I NATION?: (4).: DOE$ .THE 
/ . .. . 

~ELATIONSttlP ,BETWE~N_THE. BUREAU AND KfNG CALL FOR CRIMINAL 

{ PR0S£CUTIONS1 DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS OR 0tHER APPROPRIATE 
i!_ ' • • ' . ' 
i.,t ' 

'.; ,ACTION? ,, 
~~ L ' / • 

1 · ·,THIS REVl·Ew· ts A CONTINUATION OF ·A :"PARIAL REVIEW" RECENTLY 

r 

I 

I S-7-·,3~'3 J -s~( 

' 

: ,1 · ,:c:,==iii6Exr~-- J 
. ~.:: ·.:..·.::f.0 .. ·.---~F!tJP ---~-.. -~ 

, ,_ .. ~ · - ;; . .'J · 1 G ~- 3 . · r 
: , f::..•l--.... ~, ,t.H"1 •-- :=L....Jl 

: 1-·~ft 
J~. --- ·-- =·· ___ ..,_.__,__.,. 
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PAGE TWO' 

···RoNOUC!ED BY !HE CIVl·L RIGHT~ OIVIS_IO'N .OF Tl-IE· DEPARTMENT UNDER 

OIRECTI.ON OF ASSISTANT AG J .•. S_TANLEY POTTINGER. ALL PER~ONNEL 
' . ~ 

ON THE TASK FORCE ARE ·AUTHOR IZ·EO- TOTAL .ACCESS TO OUR. FILES 
I 

•P.ERTAINING TO ,KING_'S .ASSA-SSJ:NATION, OUR INTELLIGENCE INVESJ'I-

GA.TION OF KING AND ANY f'ILES REL'AT.lNG TO BA.SIS fO.R. TliESE 
I 

lNVt°STJGATIONS·. · THIS YliLL1 INCLUDE COVER PAGEE Of COMMUNICATIONS 
' . 

CO_NTAINING IDENTITIES OF SOME .FBI SOURCE:S AND INFORMANTS ,mo . . ' 
' WERE NOT AffOROEO SYMBO~ NUMBERS AT THAT TIME ANO INOIVlDUALS 

. •• . • • • ,· • I . . . ' 

~ONCERNING THE ASS_ASSINATI.ON .OF- KING CAP!IONEO_."MURKl·N, 

BUREAU FILE 44•3386··1. TASK 'FORCE MEMBtRS HAVE'. .TRAVELED TO 

MEMPHIS, _MILWAUKEE, KANSAS CfY.~ OMAHA, SAN FRANCISCO AND 

-LOS ANGELES A.NO REVIEWED. MURKI t( A NO -INTELLIGENCE J-"NVESTI GATION 

FILES OF THOSE OF~l CES~. fUTlJR.E TRAVEL BY, THE·_ TASK,. FORCE JS 

PLANNED FOR ATLA,NTA, BIRMJNGHAM,· CHA~LOTT"E, CH·ICAGO, NEW ORLEA'Ns.,· . . 
NEW YOR·K,. SPRING.fl ELD AND ST, ,tou Is. 

· AFTER .ABOVE TRAVEL. I~ COMPLETED AND .KING RELATED SECURITY 
. ;, . ' -

FILES AT FB··tHQ A.RE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORC.E .YJILL HAV·t SEEN Tli.E 
. l 

MAJ_ORITV OF SERIALS IN OUR fl~Es· RELATING TO THE Kl NG' fNVEStl.-
.' . . 

GATIONS. HOW~VER, s·1 NCE iT IS THE GOA~- .o·F THE TASK FORCE TO 
. . 

REVIEW .KING RELATED· FILES IN'EVERY FIELD OFFICE iT·WILL BE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
. ( 

,_ 

·:\·h;,;:-.~ tHEREfORE, ALL REG-IP.IENTS. ·w1rH-'.EXc£Pr1o"tilOF .ll-ios~ riffl'c~s. 
·_/· ):{~?,{,tf:.t, ··~ . . . ' . -".r' ~ • ' ·: J 

'<Jt{1AMEo::ABOVE, .FUR}HSrl FBlHQ ONE ;'XEROX- COPY OF EACH SERIAL ,CQ·N .. 
. f": .. . : ' \ ' . . .• . ' ('~--~::. : '. \, 

.A"INEO rN vou'R KING ASSAES·INATI-O'N FILE C'APTIONEO-~MURKIN."' 'IT I 
• • ' ' • • • • ' ' • •• • • I " • 

s REQutsto T°H'ts .MATEfdAL BE ·PROCESSE-D_A·NO MA-t~Eo ro· REACH FfftHAV 
. . ' . - ' 

•, 

'NTELl I GE°NCE -0 IV 1-S I O·N. 
' . ,· l 

-,.,:, -. -~ ' - . . 

,' IF 'p.mRKIN Fi:~J$.·,;.;:C:QNTAIN ANY PHOTOGRAP.HS, EXHIBITS o~· OTHER-
. . . ~ . ' ' . 

rE6S YJHJCH ·cANNOt.~I:-.::Ji'RoxEn ,A BRIEF DESCRll'TION oF ·EACH .. 1-TEM 
NO tT-S LOCATION SHOULD BE ·sET-f.ORTH IN YOUR,COMMUNICA!\-ONS 

,ANSMl-TTI ~G:- !HE o·oc·u_MENTS to 'FBI HQ. ,t. 

· StJ.BSEQUENT INS°TRt!CTIONS WILL BE ISSUED CONCERNING SUBMISSION . I . . ,- , '. - -
f;._·t•op1ES OF OUR l·NTELL IGENCE I NVE.Sll GAT,ON OF Kl NG Ar;ip ,R'E~ATEO 

:C-UR I TY F'ILEs~· . OFFI-CE~ TO BE VI SI TED IN THE' FUTURE av· TA'SK . 
- I • ,,.. • '-

DR CE PERSONN!;:L Wlll ALSO BE FURNISHED APPROPRiATE :l'NSTR~Cl,l9NS· 

r SEPARATE. COMMUNI-CATl'ON. 
r •. 
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' '"'.~·-,-1 ·Ji ' I. 
.. l· 
, ' 

I 

. NR 073 WA. CODE' 

~ff: 58P·_M, Nl:TEL . 0J /·29/7 6 MOP 
' . . 

, to,.• ~.LL s._A cs·. , . 

•. 
1 

FftOM DJREC'.OR, {Jru6670> '. . . . . 
·. r14'~RT IN 1ur·HE-R .KLNG; J.R:.. _BUD.ED A_UGUST ~-, 1976 , , 

, · · · F.ciR 1·NrORMl~t1o·N ·or ·RER.IPlENis· TH{ .AT·TORNEV' ·sENERAL <At~> 
•\ • • • ' -• I ~-• ••~;. • • • • : ' ' • -, ' • • • • ,· ~•· ',. ,,_ • 

· · ·iiAs oRhEREo ·A. REv•iE'.·w· .or THE ·rs(•s ·, NVEST"l°GATH>-N· or MARTl·N •·. · 
I:'./•·•. : ' ' . j • '• ,I,.' :, • '• • .. • ', ' • •:. • • • i' • .• ' • .•· .. · •,: • • 
' , .l UT HER Ki NG.' AS"St.G N'E:O ro· CONO UCT TRI s 'REVIEW. Is A TASK FORCE . . , '. . . , , I'·., , , . , . , . . . , . . , . . , . .. ·' 

-:-·:,.woRKING UND~R· :ot~EcTi·oN or THE ·orFICE.oF PROFESSJ«HiAL · ·.··' 
·1 , , ' 

·· :·:R·Esi>.0Ns1.B.1L1rv (OPR> oFj,IiE DEPARTMENT oF jus· 1cE:. 'rHE 
il ·, t • 1 • .r, - l ~ • , ( _'· ,: • • (' • ' ••• • • ' I - • ' I 

~ · ATTORNEY· GENERAL .HA'S I NOi CATEO THE•'REVl·EWi I.S· TO-RES'OLVE· THE 
• ) l • ~ ! • I ./ • • I •, I • 

. ,_ · ,,F oLi.. = ow·, NG . FOUR · QUE.st'd> NS·: .d > W•As tHE · re:t _a NVESt1 s ATI o·N · o_r 
..... KING'S· A-s·sAss_·, NATl0N T~~-Rous.1:1. A.'ND· HO.NEST?', ca> ·.1s· THERE ·AN.v 

. .l · ' ' : . ,' . ' I . . ' . . . : . .. . 
' · EVID·ENCE ·THE FB:I WAS l'NV.OLVE[:)· IN .!H'E- ASSAS·Sl·NAT·ION?·, ~3) IS 

· ··_THERE iNv· -Ntw· E~·1.oE·NcE · Y{Ht cH .HAS COME <r:0 ·THE ·ATTENTJ.ON :OF THE · 
• " , • , • • • • • • • w , 'I . ~ . , ', I . . 

< o iP ARMENT ·corfcE_R Nt NG THE ,As·sAS.SfN_Ait o N?, ·. <4.> ·. ob Es THE .· 
> ' ' • • ' • ..,__, • 

\ 

/, 

),. ...... -. . . . . . . ' . ·_. . ·.. . 
· R-ELAT·IONS'HIP .B'ETWEEN THE.BUREAU ANO Kl NG ·CALL 'TOR CRIMLNAL . . ' . . . . . ~. 

' 1 

: PROSECUTIONS, 01-SCiPLl'NARY··PROCEEOi NGS :OR 0-THER APP~ClPRIATE. 
' • I ' • ' • • • • • , ' •' 

' ' 
A CT I ON,? , ... 

... ,\ 
i I ' 

,._ 
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· .PAGE TWO 
·' 

e~ONDUCTE'o BY THE ~IVIL -RIG.HTS DIVISION ·:oF THE OEP.ARTME·NT .UNDER. 
l ' - -

.. DIRECTION OF ASSISTANT AG. J. 
1

S_TANLEY POTTINGER. 'ALL PERSONN.EL, . ' . 

ON tH[ TASK FORCE i~E AUiHdRJZED TOTAL lCCESS TO d~R. FILES ~· . 

,fERTAINl·NG ro•'KING'~ AS_SASSl.,NATION .. ,_ OUR INTE~LIGEN'CE. INVEST1·­

GATION_10F KING'_ AND 'ANY_ ·Fl.LES· RELATING T.O ijA_S.IS F'OR- THESE 

· INVE:STIGATl'ONS. - THIS WILL INCLUDE COVER .P·AGE.g OF 'COMMU:NICATION_S ' . 

r 

. CONTA1NING IDENTITIES OF SOME FBI SOURCES AND INFORMANTS_WH~ 
. , .- I 

Wt~E NOT-AFFORDED tYMBOl NUMB£RS AT THAT TIME AN~ INDfV1DU~LS 

WHO EXPRESSED OR ·IMPllEP CONFIDENTIALITY. ,. 
-

· TO DATE THE TASK fORltE HAS R'EV'I E.WED FBI HQ __ ANO WFO r-1 LES 

CONCER.NI NG TliE ASS·~SSI NATION ·of'. Kl NG CAPTI_ONEO "MlJR_KI N_·'~ 

BUREAU f'ILE 44-33861. °r'ASK FORCE MEMBERS HAVE TRAVELED TO. 
' ' 

M_EMPHIS, MILWI\UKEE, KANSAS CIY, _OMAHA, SAN,FRANCISCO ;AND 

L-0S,ANGELES AND REVIEWEo··MURKIN AND· INTEL~IGE-.NCE. INV.ESTJGATION 
' . 

FILES OF _THOSE Of Fl CES.- · FUTURE TRA.VEL BY_ THE TA-SK FQRCE' IS 
. . ' ' . . 

PLANNEO,fOR A'I'.LANTA,: BIR~HNGHAM,.CHARLOTT·E·, ·cHICAGO~ NEW ORLEANS, 

NEW VOR K, SPRING Fl ELD AND {;T. l_OU IS. 
' / 

' . 

AFTER ABOVE' TR- AV EL IS COMPL ET.ED A-ND KI NG R EL'ATED SE CUR I TY 

FILE$ ·AT·FBIHQ ARE REVIEWED, THE TASK FORCE-WILL HAV't ,SE:EN THE· 
. . . .• . 

MAJORITY Of SERLALS- IN. QUR FILES RELATING TO -TH.~ :Kl'NG I NVESTI· 
. . ·' 

GATIONS·. HOWEVER, SINCE It-IS THE GOAL OF T~E TASK fORCE·TO 

_REVIEW KING RELAT.EO--FILES IN EVERY-FIELD OFF'ICE IT WIL_L BE 

'' 

I, 
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PAGE THREE 

· NECESS~RY TO FORWARD XEROX COP I ES OF. Fl LES FRO,M THE REMA I NI NG 
·) 

OFFICES· TO FBI HQ FOR REV.I EW. 

THEREFORE, ALL RE~,P.IENTS WITH EXCEPTION Of·~HOSE .OFFICES 

NAMED A.aovE, ·FURNISH FBIHQ oNe: XERox·coev.or EACH SERIAL coN-

TAI NED. IN YOUR KING. ASSA'SS.INAT-10.N FILE' C'APTIO'NEO "MU:RK'IN." IT 

I~ REQtiESEO THIS ~ATE~IAL BE PRririESSEO AND MAllEO T0 REACH FBIHAV 

.PRIOR TO ,AUGUSJ 9·, 1976 •. THl'S MATER I AL SHOULD BE SENT. BY · 

REGISTERE·□ .. M.Al., ATTENTION.D_EPUTY A1SSIS_TANr,D1·RECTOR INGRAM, 

IN_TELLIGENCE. DIVIS'ION. 

- IF'MURKIN.FllE·s CONT_AIN)NY PHOTOGRAPHS, EXHIBITS OR.OTHER 
r 

ITE~ w·HI CH CANNOT BE XEROXEO A -BR I Ef DESCRlP TfO,N OF EACH l·TEM - . 

AND ri:s LOCATION.SHOULD BE, SET.•'.FORTH l·N YOUR COMMUNICATI-ONS 

TRANSMITTING,THE DOCUMENTS T(L FBl'HQ •.. 
• • • • • • ' '. • ; • 1 ' • • : • ,· • / .- • • 

. SUBSEQUENT INSTRUCIIONS WILL. BE t·.SSUED CO.NCERNING ,S.UBMISSION-
' ,·. .. - . ' . 

,Of COPIES OF OUR .1 NTELL IGENCE' tNVESTIGATION OF Kl NG ·AND, RELATED 
' ' ' ' ' 

'' 1>ECURITY, FILES~.' ·oFFI CES TO B
0

E VI SITED IN THE FUTURE BY TASK 

Fo~.'c,E PER so ~NEL /w I LL: AL so BE 
1
F.UR NI S.HEO APP ROPR'I ATE I NS TR,UCT IO NS 

, BY SEPARATE. COMMUNI CATl'ON. 

END 
,/' 
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. : · .. :oJfFtc¢':,sERIAL·' 
• '. • ,:. •• -~ •• • . < '. ·1 ·-

,;~>:, ·,:.i. JEN.P >'. :.'. : 
,'\ r,,' 

, '" ,( 

' ·, 

. ' ,· 
' 

• I' -, 
.,l. 

• I • , ' 

~ . . -

' ' . i ·:··. «' .. 

. , .. : '• 

' ,, 
' e ·, 

,J ' ' 

, . 

, .. 
"i ' , ,·,J~ 
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'M-NR007'1 · WA ·CODE 

7:25PM NITEL 7-30-76. CMB · . . ·. . \~ 

TO ALL SACS ' . . ' ~~ V'-
.-. FROM liIRE"CT~R il00-!066~,~\tfD, _ ·. , 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.;"BUDED AUGUST 9;. 1976. 
. • I 

~EBUTEI:,_ TO ALL ·SACS JULY 28, 1976. !. , . 

fURTHE;R· DISCUSSIONS WITH THE"DEPAR.TMENT OF-JUSTICE TASK 
\ 

FORCE HAS RESULTED IN THE FOLLOW! NG CHANGE REG ARDl·NG 

REPRODUCTION OF'-FIELD OFFICE S
0

ERIALS IN THE MURKIN INVESTI­

GATION, AS OU'f.L~NED IN REFERENCED TEL-EJYPE. -

·.IT WILL BE NECESSAR.Y'.ONLY To· XEROX THE FIRST PAGE OF ANY 

DOCUMENT IN YOUR MUR·KIN FILE IF A COPY OF THAT DOCUMENT HAS ,. . . , . . 

BE-EN.._. SUBMITTED TO. FBI HQ. THIS WILL INCLUDE BOTH DOCUMENTS 
\ . 

. ORIGINATING IN YOUR OFFICE AND T·J:{O$Ei RECEIVED· FROM OTHER FIELD 

, . DIVI-SIONS~ ANY DOCUMENT~ I·N YOUR MURKIN FILE, COPlEs· OF 

WHICH HAVI!: NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO FBIHQ MUST BE REPRODUCED IN 
. , 

.JHEIR ENTIRETY. AND FORWARDED. TO FBIHQ. 
I:,_ \ 

'IT IS NOTED _THAT THIS· FIRST. PAGE SHOULD CO'NTAIN THE FIELD: 

OFFICE SERI°AL NUMBER IN ORDER THAT THE DEP,ARTMENT. CA'N 

MAKE A CO't1PJ.,.ETE ci-rno·NOLOGICAL ACCOUNTING OF EACH FIELD 

i OFF I CE _SER I AL •. 

.NR05· ( 
'. 
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8/5/76 -.·_ -

•' 

AIRTEL-· • AIRMAIL 

TO: DIRECTOR., FB_I (100~106678) ·. . _ 
(ATTN: DEPUTY ASSIST~'"!' DIRECTOR Jt;;t,.lES · .0. INGRAM;, 

. INTEL'.bIGEN.CE~TI'I~ISION) 
FROM: __ SAC, TAMPA~~RUC} -.: 

MARTIN WTHER KING, JR. 
BODED ,8/9/76 · · 

· lie Bureau teletype$, -7 /29/76 and _7 /30/76. 

. . . Enclosed_- aie ;eiox copies of·· .each seri~l contained 
- in Tampa f.ile 157-3231 captioneo, uMlJRKIN" . with. . the . following 

exceptions: serial nwnbers 124, 161~· -193~ _ 349 and 531~ \cliich· 
aJ?pear to be cases of-missed serialization. Review Qf the 
f 1.le failed to locate ,them as misfiled- ,and no references 

· were located that. would terid to id~tify them·.· 

· Serial number· 209 is . missing. Search of the· file 
and pertinent areas i:ci the -Chief ·Clerk's Office failed ·to· 
reveal its existence. · It_ is· noted that serial 11umber 209-A 

· references number _ 209 ~ · Serial 209-A, a Xerox· copy of ivhich 
is, enclosed,. is a'_handi>;iritten memo reporting. ·results of· an 
intervieiv· with ·Mrs .. ROBERT KO.CHER, 200 Midway Island, Highland1~ 

Est.ates, Cleantater, Floricla. Serial number· 209-A indi<::a.tes . · 
that Mrs. KOCHER r.eported ·information-concerning an individual1 -
who sat·next ·to her at a Woolworth Store lunch counter,. lvhOlD. 
she- believed resembled- ERIC STAVRO GAL'!'. .She· was unable 'to -

· identify a photograph -of- GALT as· being .identical with the 
·. individual observed by her. It appears from the fact that· the 

results ·of ·this interview were seriali-zed as number 209-A, 
the missing s_~ial . nutnber 209 pertains to the initial · contact 
by Mrs. KOCHER with the FBI to indicate that she had some -
information· co~~erniri.g this _ ~se. -· 

3 - Bureau (Enc~ 572)(ru1) 
( 1 ... Pack.age Copy) 

- Tampa -
7t·1· smf - . 

. {5). 9· SEARCHED __ 
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. TP 157-3231 

. The exhibit section of Tampa n11URKIN" file co11sists 
of 26 items i11 a 1-A volume. ·Enclosed are Xerox and _photo 

· copies of 1-A exhibits, numbers 1,. 2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 
·13, 14, 15, 20, 21, -'22, 23, 25 and 26, · which are ·self-explanatory •. 
_The balance of the exhibit i-tems., which do not lend themselves 
to c,opying, are iden~ified as follows: 

1-A•B 

l-A-10 

A . photograph of JAf-IBS EARL RAY 
and WALTER T. RIFE, tak~ ~/28/55. 

A ·double photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY showing full face and left side 
view, _taken 9/8/66. . · 

. ' 

A double photograph of WALTER T •. RifE 
showing full face and right side, 
taken 3/28/55. -. _ . . . 

Photograph, 1 '5/SH x. 2'\ of one 
JOHN WILLARD taken 1963. -· This 
appears to be .a passport photo. 

Three laundcy mark. samples,. 20R-3, 
which . were sent_. to the FBI Laboratory~ 
,4/26/68. , .. , . 

· Samples of,. laundry marks of Thermo-
. Seal: Machines., Oak Park Cleaners • 

. Tampa,, Florida~ which were ·· sent to· 
the FBI. Laboratoryf 4/26/68. 

Sample of laundry mark made by Thermo­
Seal 'Machine at Towne Laundry, 3608 
N. 34th St., Tampa, Fla., received 
4/25/68 0.. . . ' . . . 

A pair.of retouched photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY, taken from an. 

·unidentified newspaper received 
4/26/68 .. · . . . . . · 
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-· 
8/5/76 

· AIRTEL' AIRMA~L 

TO: DIRECTOR, .FBI {100-106670). 
(AT"TN: DEPUTY ASSISTANT DIR· 
-· . INTEL I~EN~v.; ~!ll\H. 

FROM; t:il ~AC, TAMPA . isi-3231)' 
MARTIN ±kER KING, JR. . : 
BUDED 8 /76 . · - . 

. . 

. o. INGRA~)-

Re Bureau teletypes,· 7 /29/76 and 7/30/76. 

. Enclosed are Xerox copies of each serial contained 
in Tampa file 157-3231 captioned, 0 I:ruRKIN" with the following 
exceptions: ser:l.al m.unbers · 124, 161, 193, 3li-9 and 531, which. 
appear to be cases of missed-serialization. Review of the 
file failed to locate them as misfiled and no references 
were located ·.that would tend to identify them .. 

_ Serial number 209 i.s missing •. · Search- of the file 
and pertinent areas in the Chief Clerk's-Office failed to 
reveal its existence. It is noted·that serial number 209-.A 
references number 209~,: SeI.'.ial 209-A, a Xerox copy of ·which 
is enclosed, is a handwritten m~mo reporting results of an 
interview with Mrs. ROBERT KOCHER, 200 Midway Island, Highland: 
Estates, Clearwater, Florida. Serial number 209-A indicates 
that Mrs. KOCHER reported ·inf-ormation -concerning an individual 
who sat n~xt to·her at• a Woolworth S.tore lunch counter; whom 
she believed resembled ERIC STAVRO GALT. She was unable. to 
identify a phot6graph of ·GALT as being identical with the . · 
individual observed by her. It appears from the fact that the 
results of·this interview were serialized as number 209-A, 
the missing serial number 209 pertains to the initial contact 
by Mrs. KOCHER with the FBI to indicate that she had some·· 
information concerning ~his case. // 

3 ... Bureau (Enc·. 572)(RM) 
C) (1 - Package. Copy) 
~ Tampa · 

t~r; . ~ ~o'Y 
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-, • 
TP 157-3231 

The exhibit section of Tampa "MURKIN" file consists 
of 26 items in a 1-A volume. Enclosed are Xerox and photo 
copies of 1-A exhibits, numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25 and 26, which are self-explanatory. 
'lhe balance of the exhibit items, which do not lend themselves 
to copying, are identified as follows: 

l-A-8 

l-A-9 

l-A-10 

1-A-16 

l•A-17 

l-A-18 

l-A-19 

1-A-24 

A photograph of JAMES EARL RAY 
and WALTER·T. RIFE, taken 3/28/55. 

A double photograph of JAMES EARL 
RAY showing full face and left side 
view, taken 9/8/66. 

A double photograph of WALTER T. RIFE 
··showing full face and right side, 
taken 3/28/55. 

Photograph, l 5/8" x 2", of one 
JOHN WILLARD taken 1963. This 
appears ~o be a passport photo. 

Th.ree laundry mark samples, 20R-3, 
which were sent to the FBI Laboratory, 
4/26/68. 

Samples of laundry marks of '11lermo­
Seal Machines, Oak Park Cleaners, 
Tampa, Florida, which were sent to 
the FBI Laboratory, 4/26/68. 

Sample of laundry mark made by Thermo­
Seal Machine at Towne Laundry, 3608 
N. 34th St., Tampa, Fla., received 
4/25/68. . 

A pair of retouched photographs 
of JAMES EARL RAY, taken from an 
unidentified newspaper received 
4/26/68. 

2 
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\ NR090 WA PLAIN -

8:40PM NITEL. 08~06--7~ SRS · 

TO ALI.. SAGS 

FROM DIRECTOR 
'. 

i -

·,I ' 

MART IN LUT~ER KI NG, JR•;- ·DEPARTMENTAL REVlEW; , COST DA! A 
I , -

REBiJTEL JULY 29, ·1976• I·N .ORPER _THAT· COSTS INCURRED-

IN ~coNNEcrroN wrrtt- ·THIS -M~;-rER -MA'( BE coM_.PILED, · ·you.-~RE' 

RE QUEST Ell IO FUR.NISH TH_E FOLLOW! NG I NFORMATlONt, 

1. MANPOWER; - THE NAME:, GRADE ,ANO SALARY· $TEP~ A-ND . ·. 
' ' . 

HOURS SPENT• BOTH REGULAR-. AND r)VERT.!ME, ,BY -EACH EMPLOYEE .. 

WHO WORKED ON THI.S MATTER,. 
·/ ' - --- - - .. , . ' ' 

2. UNUSUAL COSTS.: · 'ANY UNU$UAL. Off _OUT'!'OOF~J,'H~-

'' 

' CRDINARY COSTS-~. THESE CO,STS SHOULD BE ITEMI°ZED" AND_ THE ' ' I •\ ' 

G St OF EACH -ITEM SHOWN. SEPARATELY. . 
. - ' 

· ALL REPORTS MUSI Bt St)BMI TIED TO THE s·(JREAU,. · 

ATTENTION BUDGE-!' AND ACCOUNTr°NG SECTION, FINANCE, M~p 
- .PERSONNEL. o·IVlSION. THE FIRST REPORT_ FOR THE PERIOD 

, T·ffiOUGl-l 'AUGUSl 3l, i97~, ANO FOR_ EACH MONTH THE_REAF'TJ::°R. 

SHOL14D REACH THE° BUREAU BY THE Fl°FTH WORKDA,Y OF EACH 

MONTH. 

END .. 
\. 

' ' ' 

-f~~?c~ 1~1~-0(,50 
t re,' ~J .. •, '!' ''.r~ •~U -~- • I 

·, ,. ___ , ___ P/ti:L,_.__~---- I 

' j --~-- _,-, ~~: - )1}{''1· J . 
' . ' 

1-.---a. I 

' .. ''t. 

\ 

. ' ' 

, . 
't 
r 
\ ' ., 
•'\ 

t-
' 
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·• I 

\ . 

· ,NR¢90. \•JA PLAIN 

.. 8:40PM ·_NIT~L .08-06_-·75 SR·~\~-. 

TO ALL s~cs ' . , ' \.51 ,' . 
'.iROM.DIRECl'OR. - ✓- '\ .· 1

• 

, - . .. V . . . 
. MARTIN LUT_HER KING, JR.; PEPARTM_ENT.AL RE'VIE.W; COST D'ATA 

-~EB-UTEL JULY 29, .19.76. IN ORD.ER THAT COSTS .INCURRED. 

IN c:tjNNE?T~~ON ,:WIT~ T_HIS M--ATTE'R MAY B~ ·.COMPIL~D, YOU AR,E 

RE QUE-ST ED TO 1FLJRNISH THE 'roLLOWI ~G INFORMATION: 
• I 

1.. MANPOWE.R: T~HE }JAME, GRADE AND SALARY STEP., AND, . 
• ·I .. 1 I _, • • • , 

• • ' '. 1 

HOURS. SPENT, BOTH REGULAR' AND OVERTIME~ BY.1 EACH 'EMPLOYEE 
. . . . . ' . . 

· WHO WORKED ON THIS MATTER~· .. . ' ' . 

' 
.. - 2.· UNUSUAL·' COSTS: AN,Y U_NUSYA~_ OR

1 
'our-OF-THE'."' 

QRDINARY
1 

COpTS., ' :fHESE COSTS SHOULD. B'E IT.EM.IZED AND ;THE 

C ·SI OF ·EACH .ITEM SHOWN S-~i?ARArELY. , 
.-. 

ALL REPORTS·.MUSJ BE.SUBMITTED TO· THE ~UREAU,: · 
\ ' 

ATTENTION BUDGET At-JD:. A CCOU NTI_ N~ -?ECTIO N,- FI NAN CE AND.· 
I • "' • • • ; • • •• I / 

• ' '- ,' ' ' •. • I ' 

PERSONNEL" DIVISIO_N-•. THE. FlR_.sr REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 

THROlJ_GH ~AUGUSr' 31, ·, 1976, AND, fOR ,EACH -MONTH THEREAFTER 
. ' : . . . ', ' . . . ' . . -

, . . I , . • . 
· . SHOULD REACH 'IHE· BUREAU BY. "THE FIFTH ·woRKDAY OF .EACH 

\ , ,, . 

1MONT H •. 
J 

END 

I 

' \ 
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. ,,. •' :·. 
'. ~ . 

' . 
·' . -

• ••••• '. 

'• 

9/2/76 

AIRTEL· 

TO; 'DIRECTOR, FBI (,100 .... 106i70) -· .. 
ATTENTION: .BUDGET AND. ACCOUNTING -SECTION 

. FINANCE AND· PERSONNEL DIVIS-IOH 
._ • - -. ";;i:.sY~~ 

. ~~ =~»:~:!:!D~ 
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW - ' . ·. 
COST DATA 

· ReButel 8 /6/76. · - - · · 

Foliowi~g data s$,niitte~-~e costs. ~t Tampa through 
AugU.st. 31, 1976: ·. .·· . . -· . 

1. MANPOWER -· · ·· 

Name: ·sA JOHN N. MORGAN 
Grade: GS-13 ·. .." . 
Salary step: . · lCf . . · . · . -
Hours Spent: Regular -·· 16 

'
7
~- "-• ti 0 .. :-:,-.··~-. . vver me - ' 

l "':'·2~~~:t:~-:?~~-:- - . · . · . . . . · 
··/: :?:~:;~S~- :;)i~e:. LOUIS M •. ~IGEi.1 III· · 
.~,, :. :-. ;,:(,ti --·c;rade • GS-5 -

"' ..... :- -~ .. ::·f'"'-,_. \. • .i - - • •' •. 

• ·":... 
0
·:··~; --Salary step: .. · l . · . · _ 

""'-..:_::. ·'f Hours Spent: Regular - 6 
· · ~ · Overtime - 0 

2. UlIDSUAL COSTS -· .Q 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
10/2/76 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
ATTENTION: BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING SECTION 

. FINANCE AND PERSONNEL DIVISION 

r(\ ROM: SAC. TAMPA 9-ef"c;.ilJ/ 
, •tq._v.,w-,~,1'.cld~ 

MARTIN LUTHER -KING, JR. . 
DEPAR'IMENTAL REVIEW · , 
COST DATA 

ReButel 8/6/76. 

, Following. data submitted re costs at Tampa 
September 1, 1976. thrrugh September 30, 1976: 

2~- Bureau 
l,j" - Tampa 
JNM:cs : 

,'- ~ (3) i._,.~~ 

1. Manpower - None· 

2. Unusual Costs - None 
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1-. 

• • •~ ' '. I • . ,, '/, ; 

•• ·' ·-- . 
, . ' .. , ' 

• ·. . ~: r. ' , - - , . 

I. 

I ' 

' ' I 

.. RR ·-·AJ.ir 

.·DE. HQ 
) _;'{ .· . 

. 1' 

I. '• ) ' I 

• :·. ·_· ... t_. 

,i , ,. r .. 

R 0s21 !'5 i oar y-5· ·_ 

FM DIR-,E-~toR c.-Ho0~.-10s~10>'··i: _.:, 
T O'·ALL SACS 'ROUTl NE .. ~-.. I ·''· _: -

. - ~. : . . . , - ·. ' . ' -

I. 

I r ••,/ ' • 

· .• ' .,' ' 
•, . 

_,. ·, 
..... · ,-~·: 

·, ~ ' .. ·, 
. . . 

• •.· I . . . ~ , •, .'. , ' . l, , , '. ~ . . .:·. . 

·. /MART_IN: ~-~'~:~ER K.lNG, 'JR~~- :.·.'. . ... _. -· .. ,. · - · .. --.· 

. BUDED .. .'O.Gl;OBER·26~- 1976':: .·_·:···" '. ! \."", '~::·:_,.-

. ' . . -~EF~~~ijCE',B'OREAU-:.:TE~E:T y{t:_$:_:-'To,· ;AL'L°'':bf:F_I CES·:)YATEb .:Jut/Y.Ji~/.·:· .. '. 
. ~: .. •·-.·_:·•._·:~··_·:.·;·,·, ·· ... ".·,, --·-~-'•,.·''·.·,'·:_. ____ .'_:~•-::;_ ... '· .. ,.,_·/·,:·_~·~-::./ .·._·-~r,··~--·:.:;_·.·• .. · , ... ·-~····:- .·~• : 

197.6 AND,··~UL\' i30,;, -(976 · WHl-CH J:'ROVIDED BACKGR.O,UND. MAlERIAL · 
. '·. _.- .. --\. : ,••' :· . 1'' _:.•. _', :··,-'·_.·,~··~ ·"·,. ', .·~.-.. · _":.;• -~-. ::• .::·> 1 •• • ':.-··.:"··--· ••• .··.-_ •• ~ --.-_ 

RE'GARD lNG_.·RltVlEW O.F- OUR q{I NG 'I NVEET-IG:ATIO.N~'.L CURRENTLY·' B'EI'NG . - . ' ' .. . .. · ' . . _. - - -. . ' . . :, ' . . . ' ·,_:. ' ' . . ,'. . ., ; . , . 
• ' '• ' • ' ,' .•• ' ', ' ' • • '• '1 • •I• , • • '•• •' • \'' 

,CONDUCTED. BY THE-·OFFIGE-OF ·PRO'F'ESSiONAL,·RESPONSIBILITY (OP.Rf , 

. . . . . . 
. . . ,', 

',· • .1 oF. r HE. -~.E~A~1Mitfr o~ ·Ju.i5it c-E·~; · TELETYPE~- A~-s~:_~~~~I~ED ·· · : .:. · · · .- · 
' • ' • • ' ' ,: •, : • - • r • • ' ' \ ~' _- < / .• I ; • , ' • • .: ; • t ' • 

•~ ' I . • , •.. .' • , • ',1 , • .:: ." , , . • _- . , ( ·• • ' • ': ', ; f ,. , ' ' ~ •• 

· _INSl'Rucr_lP~.s_ .. F9R ·e,ER.T:_AIN. 1 FIE~g OflyES :rq. {4.RAI,~,H: ._To, v~.r.~R-A--:, -... _·. 
·COPY o.t- .. Ai.L··sERr'·itLs .CONTAI-NE·o·. r'w'--iH·i: KI.NG -~;sAssI.NATibN-.Fi•L·E· · · 

-· . . . . . ' ... ' . -
• ' • I 

CAPT-IONED~· ."r~.OR l<lN"0•••• 

. " 
• " : • ~ . ! • / • ► "1 . ) . • · 

. P.~R.PO.SE or'·TH_ls. TELErt-P~·- I_S'}O iNStRUC'I_, MAJORITY' -0~ ,f:IELD, . 

. OFF-ICEs···ro·.R-EPRODU-CE ·AND-- si:ND -~~ -~IHQ -~rNG .. AN~ RELATED.· :·,':_:. _: 
, . - l . . • • 

• • \ .. • - ' '.. : :• • •• ...:. • -·. ,: J,. ·, - • ' ' .' • 

SECURITY -FILES ·FOR REVIEW B'f:THE OPR -TASK -FORCE. . , . '.· { ,, . 
, . . , ' 

·). 

·I ·. ' 
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.I, . ' ..•. , . . . ·. 

. 1'\_ 

' . \ "' 
r {", • • 

. fAGE ·TWO (,100-106670) E. F T. O' 

THE TA.SK .FORCE DESIRES TO REVIEW 1F-!ELD ·oFflCE -F.lLES 
' . . ' . 

AND ·SUBFILES '1 N THE 'FOLL.OWING· I NVESTlG AT ~ONS-:. < 1 l ·MA~:(I N 
• I . , ·, • ' ',. 

LUTHER' Krt~a •. : JR.,; SM•.C, -BUFILE 1.0~·-106670; <2">. GOMMUNI.S"T .· .. 

,1NF1tSR'AT-IoN oF souTHER.N. cmusJIAN. i.iA.DERs·~~P ·coNfEREr-rci-, .. · ·_. 
• • . ~ '. • • . • '•\ ' • . ,- , . <. . . I I .' ' ' • :: ' : ', •. .- , ' : '. • ~ • 

15-C·, BU'FlL~ 100-438794; ·C3). - ,_COMMUNIST t·NFLUEN.GE lN )~Ap.·~AL_ '. . 
' ' • • . .1 • • • • • : 

MATJ ERS ('CiltM,)\,, BO FILE -100~442529:;· (4 > _: CPUS.A ... ::·NEGR.r{ .. : , ) 
'\ . . . ·. ' . . ' \ . . . . ' 

' ' ' ' . . ' •' . . ·,. :. ,· '' . '' : ,; ' .--· \' '. \ ,:. '.' 

QUEST ION; BUfILE 100"'!3~ 1J9; (5) .:, ,STANtEY_ D1WI-D :.L,EVlS9.N., ·,srq.;.c; ',.: '. '.' .. : . 
BUFILE 100-392452. . : . . . •, . , , . .- . ..., . . . ·.• '•, .. ·. .· ·. ;· ~: : ---· 

,I • ' 

- • • • • I • , • , • . : •• •.'; , I t'. ·. 

IT rs NOTED THAT EACH ,·FIELD- OFFICE PROVIDED-· A. COMPLETE' 

INVENTORY 0 F THE .~OV~: v•ii,ES' ,~·-N -R~SP:O NSE roi F~·I:HQ' '_iaETYP:'E ; 
'· '. \ . . ' . . ' .. . , - . , " . . , ' ~ ' . 

,· ' ·• ' ' • ' ' ' 'tt .. ' 

IO ALL OFFICES D1At ED DECEMBER, 9, 1$ 75· CAfl~ 0 NED,_ . · PrA~-Tl N 

I 

THE BEL.OW INS.TRUCTIONS DO NOT APP°L.,Y ro·_A',fl,-ANT1\' AND._·,, ,· 
:tl~} 

. 1""" 

. . ' . • ' . , ,I ,.. ' • • - ' .. : :, . • ' ' .·' ' 

C_HICAGO- BECAUSE ,TASK FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE P.AR1·1Al..LY RtVl,E:WED. 
. ' ' . 

•· . ·.· .... 
: , I 

. ·, . . , 

} 1 • , 1 • • 1 \ , , • , I - • 

. BALTIMORE BECAUSE TASK ORCE· PERSONNEL PLAN TRAVEL ·TO Tl!IESE 
, • • ~, • > 
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PAGE THREE ( 100-106~70) -E. F T O . 

' 
· BIRMINGHAM,. CH'ARLOTTE, · KANS_AS CJTY; I..Oi3. ANGELES·~ M_EMPH!St 

. '. 

MILWAUKEE!! NEW ORLEANS,· OMAHA, ST. L~UIS, SAN FRANC1SCO, .· 
. ( - . 

SPRINGFIELD AND WASHINGTON iIELD DISREGARD .BELOW IN.STRUCTIONS-:SINCE-- . 
~ . . . . 

0PR REVIEW ·-oF YOUR KH~G RELATED FILES ·HAS ·-B~EN COMPLET)i:n •. 
. ' 

!. . - . . . . ·. . . . ' 

SAN· JUAN DlSRE_GARD BELOW INS.TRUCTI0NS SINCE YOUR FILE 
. ',~ - . . . \ ' . ,· . ' ~ . . 

INVE-NT()RY. RESPO.NSE SHOWS YOUR ·oF',FICE HAS NO SECURITY if.ILES· 
' . 

I 
( 

REL ATlNG'.:· TO XI NG~ 
\ ,, / 

AL,L 'OTHER' RECiPIENTS -FURNISH FaHiQ ONE XEROX co·py OF·EACH 

SERI AL CON)' AI NED. IN· !HE ABOVE SPEC! FIED. FI\a.ES~ . 

. IT WILL B.~ NECESSA~Y ONLY Tb XEROX TliE FIRS·T'-PAG'E OF 

ANY DOCUMENT :IN YOUR 'FILES IF A. COPY 1 OF THAt'·DOCl.fMENT:, H:AS !3EEN 
' \ '. 

SUBMITTED TO FB'IHQ. THIS WI~L · INCLUJ;)E DOCUMEN_rs· ORIGlN1'.\TING 
, ·1 -

. ' 

IN YOUR OfFI GE AND THOS~ RECE 

VED FROM OTHER FIELD. ·orvrsroNs. ,, . ' ~ 

IT Is NOTED· THAT THIS F±~s1 PAGE sl:fou~LD CONTAIN I.HE FlELri'oFFICE 
. \. ' 

SERIAL 1 N 0RD-Eij THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN MAKE A COMPLETE -GHR0N0-

. . 

1N ·YOUR F_!LES, ·oPIES OF ·WHI_CH ·~AVE NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO. FBIHQ,.' 
' 

. NU.ST aE REPRODUCED IN THEIR ENTIRETY AND FOR.WARDED JO FBIH(h' 
' I • . 

·IF ANY FILE CONT AI NS PHO~OGRAPHS, EXHIBITS, OR .OT_H,ER 
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•• . , 

·PAGE FOUR (100-106670> E. FT O · . ' . ' 

ITEMS WHICH_ CANNOT BE X~ROXED; A,B.RIEF DESCRIP-TIO.N O·F E·ACH·· . 
I • • • • 

ITEM AND LQ.CAtlON SHOULD BE SE:r FOftTH I·N -COMMU.NICATIONS 
. . '" 

TRANS~UTtING DESIRED. DO.CUMENTS JO FBI°HQ. : : , 
• ' I . • • / • 

WITH RE.SPECt TO fILES C9NCER.NI NG ClRM AN~ CPUSA • NEGRO, . 

OO~STION, THE ~PR :-A~~- FORC~ 'HAS A~REE~.·.Tcf A CUTOFF .YEAR· OF , _. · 
' ' . 

1960. THERE"FORE, NO SERlAL IN THESE FILES DATED· PR-IOR TO 
-~ • ,• •• • J - • ' - I ', ' I • 

.JANUAR '( 19-60· NEE~- BE·. ~UBM.I TTJ;:D.- . TJUSi CU.TO FF -PATE DO~ NQT. 
-• I 

.. -·_:::AP.PLY TO INVESI-IG_ATIVE·. FIL.ES ·coNCERNING K"ING, SCL.C AND. 
.; . . ~ . . . ,, 

L-zyISON!! 

· IT ls REQ~E.STED' THIS .MATE;RIAL DES IRED a Y THE tAS°K_ °F9Rc~. 
. ' . ' ..... : 

BE PROCESSED AND .M.~ILED TO· REA_CH FBI HQ a·y OCTOB~R · 26, "197($. '. 

r HE MATER~AL ?HOULD· aE SENT ·ay "REGI$TERED · MA~L, ATT-ENTI9N 

DEPUJ'..Y ASSlSTANt DIRE:°CTOR JAMES .o.· ~NG~AM, ~ENS:R-~L .-INV·E~Tl- ·.· ... 

GAT IVE .DIVISION. 
' · SINCE _THE- DEP'ARTMENT T flS i< FOR CE !"}U$! SEE -EVERY S~Rif\L 

· IN, OUR-
0 

INVEST!Gf\TION OF. Kl.NG '.At FBIHQ AND I'N THE F~ELDf -:-IT 

. IS ECONOMICALL y BENEFICIAL TO T.HJi:· GOVERNMENT• TO REPR.ODUCE AND 
~ ' j • ; ;. - • - , • ' ~ • • • 

• • • I 

MAIL THESE DOCUME:NTS RATHER THAN· HAVING TASK FORCE P~RSON.NEL . 

T-R~V-EL TO· ALL 'Jir.&.D OFFICES.-" .ABOVE .MENTIONED OFFI .. C~S- ;O ·a~ 
• • • • • . . - I ·• -

. ·' . . • . • . . . i . 
VISITED IN THE -FUTURE BY· THE -TASK FORCE· w·ILL BE FURNISHED -

. . . -· . ·. . .. .. . \ . - - ~ ' 

' . 
IRAVE.L ·INFORMATION AT- A LATER D'A:TE.· . 

l-

BT 

' _; 

' 
. \ 

• • •.•• •J -

' /• ... 

. ' .;~~i)f.:~ 
' . . ·. ' 

•• i 
I . 
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. i • ~ I . 

- : "HQ6004S 2~~0215 . - , . .•· ' ' 
••. I ' • , .. '.,'• 

::/.,,·/_. :'RR ,AFD~ __ ·_ 
( .. -. -· . -.. ·_- -. - I. . , . 
, · '>:. + DE .. H.-Q · ; · · 

·, • ,_ .'1. -~· - ' . - • 
. ', ,- ... -. 

\"• \ ·:· R---~52·u5z\ocr- 1·6 ··_ ·7 . 
, 1 .' : ·: ,l ;'" ' 1 ! 1 \_ • • ' ~ .' ·: ' • • • , 

~4 ••,}'f \ • ,~ • • ' ! • - • a• '• • • ' I 

!'-, -.. ·,F'!"J D'IRECTOR ·c,100-10'66'70) . •• j-: I • '\ • • • 

, (, ro: ALL S_A~S RoumE ' ·J · 
)·· _· ."BT-· . ~'tS\ 
7 ·.r·- ·.- --E.-~

1

-T o . -~ _. · 
i. :· .. -· :.-··._ . _ _ D · - ... / 

MART I.N l..'.UTHER KI NG; JR. ,/ 
i . . · .• _;.~-~~' ~ . 

I •,,; 

/ .. 
J. 

' '. 
-- ' 

'.::,: '. ',f l3UDED. OGTOBtR' 26'~ 1976 :· ·.:. ., I· . .J 

(·{: ~ -_·- - -
1
, :RE'F'l!:R ENC-E BUR EI\U- _ T E~ET YP ES TO ALL OF.FICES D AJ ED , JUL'y°-28 ,'·. / .. 

t •: •' ' • • • 1' : • r 1 • ,' • • • • • • • ', • ·• • 

i;: :- . . 1~7 6 ANP. JULY '3 0, 19 76 WHICH PRDV-I OED· B AC KGROlJ ND M-ATERJ AL 
I· . ~ . . - J '· • • • • • • • 

(<.:~_-. ·RE~-Bi-i·NG ~E:vI'kw ·-oF' ouR· -KING/1NvEE±+GArI0Ns ~uRRENr,Lv ?EIN~,--
• • / \ ': ' :"~ ' • : I • • ' : '-. • • • ' • • 

-'.-':•· ·CONDUCTED. 'BY THE-O·FF!CE OF PROFESSI,0-NAl.!. ·RESPONSIBILITY COPR)-
... ,- \ ' . . . . . ' 

- --::-_. jF" fHE ~EP:AR.TMENT<- o.F, JUSTICE.· TELETYPfS PiL$O PROVIDED 

I ,·; 

:/·. 

:< : __ .'.·> _.:I __ N_STR,JJ ci.r 01~·(v:0R CERT_A,I N FI ELD _··o FTCES1 TO FUB NI ~H _··To FB IHQ A 
f ·: ' ' ' - .:~ - . , ;, . , ~·., . . .~I - . i_ • : - • ' , ,~ • , "'\ f• .. 

r,.,":·. -cior('o-ii: ALL, ~ERIALS_ C9NTA1NED IN THE,XiNG.ASSASSl'NATION.FILE.\ . ,-
\'•,,_ '. . - - ~ 1': . \ - ' ' ' . . . . ~· 

- ·-C-APlION,ED., "11JURKIN" .• ·... . t\,\ 
1 ' ' • • , ~ • l ,• , •' r , 

:~·uRio•st: ·oF THis'.TELETYPE-··.Is To ·11~stRucr-,,r1AJoR'-irv _o,F FIEI,.D-

.. -' -
I , ,. 

( . 

. · .. -., ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



! . - •• ;/ 

" \ 

"' . \ 

I 

' 

PAGE TWO ( 1';;0.,.112l6670) E F T 0 • 
~ 

THE T AS1( FORCE DESIR ES TO REVIEW FIELD ·OFFICE FILES 

AND. SUBFILE'S IN-THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATIOl~S:- .(1) MARTlt1J 

.fNVENTORi OF THE .ASOVE FILES. IN RESPONSE TO FBIHQ TELETYPE 
. ' . ' \.. \ . 

, ·, . '. . ' 

. TO ALV OFFICES· D_A-TED DECEMBER 9,. 1975· CAPTIONED, ''MARTiN 
, I . . 

LUTHER.KING, JR"'•'·, · 
' ' f. . / ~-

THE BELOvJ. INSTRUCTIONS- D6 NOT APPLY TO ATLANTA. AND 

CHICAGO BE~AUSE·· T~SK FORCE PERSONNEL HAVE PARTIALL°;' BEVIE~ED 

FILES OF.- THESJ;: OFFICES' AND PLAN TO RETURN .THERE .IN~-.THE NEAR 
' \ 

. FUT UR~. TO COMPLET.E REV.IEIJI •. 

- THE ?ELOW, HiSTRUCTI6NS DO NOT' APPLY ro: NEW ·.YORK AND 
I . ' • 

BALT'H'10RE BECAUSE TASK ORCE .PERSONNEL PLAN TRAVEL' H) THESE 
. ' 

OFFICES IN THE NEAR FUTURE ro •RE\/I,Ewp•ALL · ABOVE ·FILES. 

I. . I . 

\ . 

. \ 
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PAGE THREE (100-106~70) E FI 0 

BIR_MINGHAM~ CHARLOTTE.9 KANSAS ·GITY, LOS ANGELES, .MEViPHIS, 
,l . I 

~lILvJAUKEE, NEW O_RLE"ANS 9 OM-AHA, ST. ·-LO[JIS, s·Al~-'FRANCISCO 9 . 
' . ' . . . ' . . . 

SPRINGFIELD AND· WASH! NGTON' ,FIELD .DISREGARD BELOW INSTRUCTI:ONS ·SINCE 
. . \. . .... , ' ' . . \. 

' . 

OPR REVIEW OF YDUR KtNG. RELATED FILES HAS BEEN COMPLETE:D .. 

,·1· .SAN JUAN DISRE-GARD .BELOW I~)STRUCTIONS SINCE YOUR FILE 
', 
' 

. ''rtNENTORY ·,RESPONSE SHm~s YpUR OFFICE. HAS NO SECURITY-' [I,Ll!S 

· R2-LAT ING TO KtNG •. -

ALL' OTH£r: -RECIPIElHS _FUR NISH. FBI HQ ONE XEROX ·COPY .OF EAt;H 
. . . . 

SERIAL· CONTA1NED .. IN THE· ABOVE SPECIFIED FILES~ 
, I 

IT - WILL 
1

BE NECESSARY ONLY TO .XEROX THE. FIRST PAGE OF 

~UBMITiIED TO FBIHQ. "THIS v!ILL INCL'i.JDE DOCUNEN1S·:oRI(3INATING•' 

IN YOUR ,OFFlCE A'rm ·:rHOSE RECE 

I -
/ ' 

VED. FROll-1 OTHER FIELD DIVIS'rONS. - · 

IT. IS NOTED 1,'HAT THIS. FIRST, PAGE SHOULD CONT·AI N THE FIELD OFF"ICE -
I ' 

-SERlAL IN ORD-ER THAT THE DEPARTME·Nr' GAN MAKE A COMPLET,E CHRONO-

-LOGl CAL CCOUNT!NG 0-F EACH FIELD OFFICE SERIAL. 'A_Ny'_ DOCUMENTS 
. . . . ' •. ~ . ' . 

·; HJ YO\.ll:t FILES, OPIFS' QI< lifHTr.H . ..ia\!J:.T- 111,QT Rff.'N SUBM~.TTED TO FB1HQ 9 . ' ' 

· MUST· BE ·REPRODucrn· IN ·THEIR ENTIR.ETY AillD.·FORWARDED ··To Fi3IHQ. 
I 

IF iNY FILE CONTAINS PHOTOGRAPHS,.EXHIBITS 9 DR OTHER 
... , ' . ' .. 

• .. ---,.-------~----.---------~-"---;-, --,-, ---:-----:------
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PAGE FOUR ( 10 0- 1 0 6 6 7 0) • t- F T -0. 

nE~'lS: \vJ-HCH CANNO_T BE. X.E,RO,XED,, A: BRI,EF DESCRIPTIO[~ OF EACH 
< - , . . . I . . . , . .' , . \ 

- ITEM AND LOCATION SHOULD BE SET FORTH . IN ·CPMMUNlCAT,I O NS 
''• ',' . - ' . 

i 
• • . I , . : . , 

TRANSM !TT I NG DESIRED· DO CUf1lE NTS TO · EB I HQ. 

\,J IT ~f' RES PE CT TO FIL_ES. · CO NCER Nl NG CIRM · AND ·cp USA - NEGRO · 
I' • 

QUE,STIQN,·· THE_.OPR TASK FORCE .. H.P;S- AGREED ·TO A. tVTO'F'.F YEAR OF. 
·. . ' : . ... . ' . 

I .. , ,· • 

19~.t?i .. _THEREFORE, -NO SERIAL.I'N':THESE F'I'LES DATED PRJ'..dH ,ro 
JANUARY l~f60'NEED BE SUBMITTED·. THI~;' CUTOFF DATE DOES [\)01-

- l 

_.-APPLY -To' '1.NV.:EST ~G AI'IVE FILES _CONCERNING ·"K°I"NG?. · SCLC AND 

LEV.ISON •. 
' . 

IT 'IS REQLJES,TED THIS •lYiATERI"AL DESIRED BY'THE TASK FORCE 
, '· I . .·• . . - , . ·., . . . , . . 

. BE .P_ROCESSEO 'A~D MAILED_ TO -REA,PH FBIHGi BY OCTOBER- 26, 1976~ 

:rHE r~iATERIAL SHOULD BE SENT-BY REGtSTERED.11iAIL, 'ATTENTION 
,, . ' . : .• -_ . , ' I , . 

. I - ' 

DEPUTY ASSIST·MJT DIRECTOR -JAMES-~)'~ Il\GRAM, GE[~ERAL lN-VESTI-. , ' . .~ . 

GAT IVE DIV IS 10 N. 

SINCE-THE DEPARTMENT TASK FORCE MUST SEE ~VERY-SERi(1.L. 
• • • ' • ' • • •. ' • ' j' -,· 

l'N _OUR INVESTIG_ATlON OF. KI-NG AT FBIHQ AND IN THE_ FIEL9; -IT 
' 

.I_S E·CONOt;liCALLY BE.NEFICJAL-·lO .THE GOVERNMENT TO REPRODUCE MJD 

MAIL THESE DOCU~iENTS.RATHER THAN H·AVING TASK FORCE PE_RSONNEL · . •. . I. ,. 
TRAVEL TO ALL FI°ELD OFFI·CES., · r,iovt MENTIONED OFFI_CES. TO B~ . 

. / . . 

VISITED IN ·THE FUTURE ·B·Y THE. TASK FORCE hliLL BE FURNiSHED· ·. 
·:.··· 

TRAVEL INFdRMATI0N AT A LAT.ER DAIL -
. ,I. 
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• 
AllltEL 

TO; DID.EC?Oa,· FBI (100-106670) . 
. _.__,c: """:.~- ""-~ ... ' 

FiOK: SAC, TAMPk_,~~5?-~~~-?}UC) 
MAltIN UlIHER. ltING JR.. . 
BODFD 10/26/76 - _, 

aeButel 10/S/76 .- . 

1-0/22/76 . -

. . 
Eac.lo.sed for the Burea.t -~e Xerox c.op1ea of ~ -

serial ~onta:Soed in-T.-oa files 100-812 (Bufila 100-438794) 
"CMIJNIS'I INFILTIATutf OF SOU'tHE1tM cmtISTL\N LEADERSHIP 
CONFEB.ENCE, IS-Cz~~aiid. 100-o.30 (Bufil• 1.00-442529) "aHIJHIST 
IN1UlENCE IN RACJ.Al. MA.TIERS (CIRM}." Al•o eac.losed art 
Xerox ~opid _of each aerial fr<a Taapa file 100-9-Sub. 14 llhich 
was the. ~'1' PAI.TY, USA• NEGI.O QUf.Stl(n" file~ .In 
October, 1964, this· file wu c.laed and aubaeqeaently pertinent 
det.a. has 'been haDdled in the- CIIM file. -

Tmaipa fUe 100.:.71,. ''HA.llIJi Ll1l'HER XING, .Jll., SM-C" 
bu been destroyed per prO:Yiaiom .. of tha ~J of Rules and 
·itegul.at~. 

. . . - Taiapa bas m ma1D f 11a for_ STANJ.EY DAVID l.EVISOli. 
1be ooly ref.-rtnec t• hlla i:s ill -100-aU-65 page 1, a copy of 
i.nich is incl~ in the 100--812 file data. 

_ the -only it• lliidch does mt lend itulf to ~ 
c~i•d is 100-~ lAl ~ is the: oul.y exhibit it.ell ii-. the 
above-raenti.oaad. fi1-, .. ~ o:bi.btt la a rai,rlnt pamphlet 
copy of ar:t article by GAI.Y AJ X,EN • a Lu ~•lea jcumaliat, 
Qlltitled, _ "The Plan to Burn Los Angela." '.the art:i:ia first 

3 - Bureau (Fllc.140)<RM> is -7 _ ~ J 3 1-. 6-to i . ..: ~~ 
1~---. (l • Fac:.kaga Copy) · r r ~"'' \rD d '' ... tamps.' . . St.t\;-J_,; C 

;b~ · . p:·l.j'.~'.<.:J) __ -=- -
(S) ~{.·~,~rn,.. ....- . · · . <-~-- · '. :, \ i"I c,) llcJ) 

~rt)u~ - J. 4. - : 'r,);~' :·, .. ~'·_'~ !2Ml , 
0 _ . OW~ :l...L-·_J· 

' .%/2-r:2.---
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TP 157-3231 

appeared in the May, 1967 issue of 0 .American Opinion. st 

The artx.le purports to set forth plans by the Coomamist 
Party and militant Black Nationalist gr<)UPS to create Wl.rest 
and violence begilm.ing with the Watts riot and eventually 
resulting in the bum.Ing and destruction of Los Angeles. 
The reprints were being distributed by 0 .Americau Opinion," 
Belmont, Massachusetts 02178. 

Also eoclosed for the .Bureau is a Xerox copy of 
66-231-72 whichis encl0$ed in a separate double envelope 
and is classified because of the sensitive nature of the 
material involved. · 

2 
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6\, :?> :·>··. 
• I, _, 

· AIRTEL 

.. , ' 

., . -
.'',,' 

TO:. DillECTOR, FBI (100-1066 70) . 

. nc1h : sAc,·· ·'.l'm!::~li';:;~;i;; auc) · _ · 
MARTIN W'l'HER KING~ · JR. 

· BODED 10/26/76 · -

Rel\titel 10/5/76 .. 
. . 

'' ;,;· 

. Enclosed• for· the·lrut'eau are Xe~ox eopi.es of each -
serial contained iu T.-apa £ilea 100-812 (Bu.file 100-438794) 
°C4HIUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE, Is-c," and 100-630 (Bufile 100-442529) "C(Jff]NIST 
INFWENCE IN iACIAL MATTERS ( CIRM) •,. Also enclosed are . 
Xerox cogies of each se.rial from Tanpa file 100-9-Sub.14 which 
was the C<JtiUN!ST l'AltTY1 lJSA ~ NEGRO QUESTICfitt file. In 
October, 1964, this file was· cloatti and subsequently pertinent 
da;a has been handled in the Ciili file.· - · .· 

. - . Tampa file 100-716, "'MARTIN LUTliEB. KING., A., SM-C'' 
has bun destroyed pu provisiGM of the Ma.ma]. et·Rules and 
Regulations. _. · . · . .· · · ... · · . .. 

Ti,npa bas. llQ: ma1n £11~ for siANLEY DAVID •LEv1sw~. · 
. The orily reference to him is in 100-8_12-65. pag• 1. a ct,py of 
which is included in the 100-812 file data.. · 

The only itesn· :which does not litmd · it~alf . to: being 
copied is- 100-630--lAl and-is th• only~it ltflln 1n· the 
above.-mentioned- fil$$... 1bls exhibit 1$ a._ r•irint pamp_ blet _-_ .. 
copy of an artiele by GAltY ALLEN, a 14s ~e es journallst, 
entitled, •'l'he Plan to Bu? Lo!J .. Angeles." ~ artrle first 

· 3 - Bureau . (Enc., 140 )(RM) / !)-: 1 - ~ 3. .1 3 I - . · 
(1 a· kag £'>-. . ) . ('..-.r\ nr•-1ro 

_1,..~'.,,_. - .a.c e ~PY . ·. ·~,~ .... •1'•,i'C. _:..·--li . \..J- 1 .. ' .... ! 

··~5; .~~l . ... . . . 1.T:.\XL'L1 \,,~ 
' ~·,_-.. /~._. . ,-,: ,·:·,, "l'J'2A) _- _ . . .. i. :i_c.J.~ 

_· .D ·.·· . 
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TP 157-3231 

appeai;-ed in the May, 196 7 issue of 11.Americali. Opinion~ it 
The artcle purports to set forth plans by the Corrmunist _ 
Party rmd militant Black_Nationalist groups to. create m1rest 
and violence beginning with the Watts riot anq eventuaily 
resulting in the burning and de~truction· of Las Angeles. 
The reprints were being distributed by "American Opinion," 
Belmont~ Massachusetts Q2178.. . · -. · · · · · 

' . . . ·. . . ' ' . . . . ~ . ' ' ~ ·. . . . . . 
_ Also _ enclosed for the Bureau is a Xerox copy of 

66-231-72 which is encl~sed i~ a separate double.envelope 
and is classified because of the sensitive nature of the 
material involved. - · - · - -

,-

2 
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AIRTEL 

TIN LUTHER KING'~ . :JR o; -· 
DEPARTMENTAL ·-REVIEW· · · 
COST.DATA ,·~ . 

·_ ·. Re~~ei>:a/6/76~ '. · - .:·• 
_(• '.-. ,•.I ' ! 

' . ~ ' ·.: _-:~ 

. •. ,·­
' ,'. 

, - ' .- ,' 
.,.- ·. 

'•·.·'· .. 
: ·r ', . 

•_.• ~ • c; • .' ,: 

· · Following -data su~tted. ;~ cq~ts. at Tampa 10/1/76 
thr_ough 10/31/76:· - · , . . .. < ·. 

- • ,.... .·• .f• • -: 

Name:t .. TERRY: R. BEAMER ·. ·_. 
Grade·: ··_ ·: Gs .. lz .. ~ - . . :•r.·:·:~·. 

: Sal~ey Step:·: -f ·· _ .• >. :·.-· ', i- .. _ ·,_ .•. ·: 
.. Hours Speµt: -Regul?,r t· :t.~2 / - ':· -• •- .·•·_ 

' -Overtime .;. O' -

2·~ :. · . UNQ'SUAL: oosirs ·: -k o <. 
> .·. 
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.. 
. . . ,: ... : . 

·-.: .. - . . , .. 
. . . - . 

• ·_:::, •,;:, ,J 

-AIRTEL • = AIRMAIL·-

TO: . DIRECTOR,.- FBI (100-106670)_· ·, . · ... •· -··. : ·: · 
. (ATTENTION: . BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING i• · . · -. ·: . · 
·SECTION FINANCE AND PERSONNEL.DIVISION)· 

. - : , .. w..;,-2...--~-1-~-- - .- . ··- - - •- . 

FRdM:f SAC · TAMPA;({s7:::3f3~;{RUC) . •. 

MARTIN LUTHER :,I~G, JRt>=,§~;:. ··.· . . . ' 
· DEP AR™ENTAL REVIEW : · . · . 
COST DATA 

. Re· Bureau telety-pet date:d 8/6/76~ 

·-Following data· submitted re costs .at Tampa . ·= . 

·. 11/l/i6·, through 11/30/76: · . 
. . . . . . 

l ~- .. Manpo~1er . .., none. 

2~- Unusual C~sts .. none~ 
' . . . 

. . .. - " ~ . 
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' ' . . : .~ 
'. . . 

.<:···, . . 
.. \.·,,.' ' . 

. ,' 

r • .• : 

:-.· . ... :,• ·. '· . 
'-:-,, . 

. - .. , . , · .. ·· .. · .. 
~ - -~ ,. 

' ,. ' 

AIRTEL.> : ' •-.. ' 

. \'. 
. . - . . ' 

.. _' ,_,: 

.. ,_. .. '·,. _.. 

_ · · · ··. ReButel. 8/6/76~. •.· 
. . . : 

. Foliowing data .submitted re c~sts at -t~a ·12/1/76 
through 12/31/76: · - · . · . ,· : . . . . · · . . . · .. 

· 1. Manpower· -- none .- . 
, .. ', . ' 

.. ·:z. Unusual :Costs. - none. 
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REPORl' OF T'".till DEPARlMSNT OF JUSTICE 
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SFDJRITY AND .P.SSASSINATION INVESTIGATICNS 
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I. INIRODUCTICN 

. A. The Mission Of 1he Task Force 

1. 'Ihe Problem 

Ch Noveni:>er l, 1975, William C. Sullivan, fonrer 

Assistant Di.rector, lbr:restic Intelligence Division., 

Federal Bureau of In;vestigad .. on.; testified before the 

Senate Select C'.ocrmi.ttee to Study· Govenmental Operations 

with Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that 

frcxn late-1963 and continuing until the assassination of 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. , . King was · the target of an 

intensiye canpaign by the F:B.I. to neutralize him as an 

effE?ctive civil.rights leader. Sullivan stated that in 

the war against King •~ holds were barred." (Senate 

Report No. 94-755, Final Report of the Select Conmi.ttee 

to Study GoverrmEI1tal ~eraticns with Respect to 

Intelligence Activities, Book II, p .. 11). This· and other 

testim:ny describing this F.B.I. ccnnterintelligence 

campaign against; King r~ache~ the public through the 

news n:edia. As a consequence there was a regeneration of 

the widespread specula,tion en the possibility that the 
', ' - , . 

Bureau nay have had s~ responisibility in Dr. King's 

death and nay not have done an irrpartial and thorough 

investigation of the assassination. 
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2. The AttQrri..ev C~eraV s Directiv"E 

Ch Noverrber 24, 1975, .the,:Attom_ey. General of t..l-ie 

· lhited States directed the Civil Rights Division of the 
- -

Departnent of Justice to undertake ~ review of the files 

of the tepartn:ent_and its _Federa~ .. B~eau of Investigation 

to determine whether.the investigation .. of the assassination 

· of Dr .. Mart~ Luther King,. ~r. should~- reopened. More 

particularly it _:was sough~ to be determined: (l)' v.nether 

;my action taken :i.n relation· to Dr. King by the FBI before 

the assassination had, Ol:' · ne.y have had,· an effect, direct 

or :indirect, on that event, and . (2) . whether any action 't-7a$ 

taken by the FBI v.hl.ch had, or IIEY ha~ had,. any other 

·adverse effect on Dr. King. Recotmmdations for criminal, 

· disciplinary or ot.~er· appropriate· action ,;-.1=re requested. 

3. '!he Rev.i.ew up_ to April 26; 1976 . 

In the next four nnnths, · the Assistant· Attorney . 

Gener~ :in charge of the Ci~l Rights Division, m·s 

principal Deputy Assistant Attorney C-eneial ·and the 

Chief of the 'Cr.un:inal- Section of the Civ:ti Right; 

Divi~ion; act:ing as a review 'staff, · vari.~iy read portions 

_ of the FBI headquarters file . on a' pers·on 

-2-
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who served as an adviser to Dr. King, portions of the FBI 

headquarters security file -on Dr. K:i.µg himself, portions 

of the FBI headquarters file on the a.ssassinad.ciri investi­

gation, ·some Departm:nt (as opposed to FBI) files; relating 

· to Dr. King, ari~ other Bureau c1octmalts including everyt1iing 

on M3.rtin- Luther King, Jr. , held in the late J. Edgar. Hoover's 

official, confidential and.personal files. 

By a newrandun to the Attorney General · dated .April 

9, 1976, the Assistant Attomey General in charge of the 

· Civil Rights Di.vision submi.tted a. 51 page .report of the 

Chief of the Civil Rights Division's .Criminal Sectic:n dated 

March 31, 1976, aIDOdying the-results of the three-man study, 

limited. to the- .above listed files, and concentrating alnost 

exclusively on the pre-assassination surveillance of, and 

counterintelligence activities against, Dr. King. 

lhe Assistant Attomey·General reCOIIIIE1ded the 

creation of a Departmental Task Force to ccnplete the 

revier.v he and his team had begun. He- also reccmrended an 

Advisory Ccmrrl.ttee of distinguished citizens to advise with 

the task force. ·'!he further review proposed included inter­

rogation of material witnesses, reading all the· pertinent 

field office files and reviewing all of the headquarters 

files relating to Dr. King.and possibly to other civil rights 

activists. A recOin'IEilda.tiotl was· made to review- tapes secured 

-3-
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by electronic surveillance· :with a. vier,.; to determ:L.--rlng 

whi~ of such mt;ep..als ,shoi.µ;q. -~ and. ~ould be -legally 

~troyed. · lpe Assistant Atto,;ney General felt that 

the FBI-should assess t:hecul.pabil.:i.ty of.its. agents 

inyolved in .the wrongdoing by the prj.ncipals narred· in 

the report. His n:en:orandum to the Attorney General 

ccncludeq that probably crlmi.nal. redress was _ti.in:-•· 

parred, that civil rerredies mi.ght -be available tc;:> 

the King family but_ mi.ght also b~ m:>re ercbarrassing 

than helpful, and hence that consideration be given 

to a· direct ··payi:rent by the . settleIIEI1t process· or by 

a: private bill to coopensate the King survivors , or 

with the survivors' concurrence, the King Foundation; 

if this la.st issue -were left to the task force or·an 

Advisory.c.om:ni.ssicn, it shat4d consider the-pro~ and 

cons and recc:mrend as it _sees fit. 

_ 'Ihe .. Attorney General fon,1arded th¢ Civil Rights. 

Division tIBDOranda (and corimmts ~reori fran the ~ut:y. 

Attorney General, the Solicitor Gen~r~, and .. frcm staff . 

n:embers and the .Assistant Attorney General of theCrimi.nal 

Division) to the Counsel, Office_of.Professicnal Respon-

. sibility. '!he Attorney General charged the Office of 

,Professicnal _Responsibility with the wo~ of -cocrpleting 

the revi~ be~ by_ the Ci:vil_ Rights Divi~,i9t1. -His IIEIID­

randum states: 

.. -4-
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'}fy request for the. review 
involved four matters. First, whether 
the FBI investigation of the-·Dr. Martin 
luther King's assassination_was thorough 
and honest; second, whether there was_ 
any evidence that the FBI was involved 
in the assassination of Dr. King; third, 
in light of the first two questions~ 
whether there is any new evidence _which 
has come to the attention of the Depart­
ment concerning the assassination of Dr. 
King which should be dealt with by the. 
appropriate authorities; fourth, whether 
the· nature of the relationship between. 
the Bureau and Dr. King calls for _ cri.nrin2.l 
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or 
other appropriate action. 

As the. fourth point, I- again note 
that _ fran the partial review which has 
been made, Mr. Pottinger concludes 'we 
have_ found _that the FBI undertook a system­
atic program of harassment of Martin Lutb.er 
King, by means both legal and illegal, in 
order to discredit him and hann both him 
and the noverrent he led. 1 Assuming that 
the major statutory violations relevant· 
to this conduct would be 18 U.S.C. Section 
241 and Section 242, Mr. Pottinger's memo­
randun concludes that any prosecution con­
templated under those acts would now be 
barred by the_five-year statute of limita­
tions with the possible exception which 
v.Utlld exi.st if there were proof of a con­
tinuing conspiracy. 

As to the matter of new evidence 
with respect to the assassination my under­
standing is that the Deparqnent has never 
closed the Martin luther King file and 
that nurrerous allegations of the possible 
involvem:nt of co-conspirators are promptly 
investigated. The thrust of the review which 
I requested, however, was to detennine 
whether a new look at what was done by the 
Bureau in investigating the assassination 
~or in the relationship between the Bureau 
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and Dr. King mi.ght gi.ve a· different 
enphasi:s or new clues iri any way to 
the questicn of involverrent in that 
crin:e. At this point in th~ review, ·. 
as I read the rrerpranda, nothing has 
turned up relevant on this latter · 
point~ 

The revi.e.w is not corrplete. 
Mr. Pottinger and all those who have _ 
cbm:IEnted upon his IIEID::)randum. recom:r.end 
that the revie.w be coo:pleted. Mr.· 
Pottinger also has ma.de other recc:mrEn.:.. 
dations upon which there is sCltD= differ­
ence -of opinion. In my vie.w, it is __ 
essential that therevi.e.w be ca:roleted 
as soon as possible and in as·thorough 
a n::anner as is required to answer the' 
basic questions. In vie.w·of mat has · 
already been dcbe, and .the tentative 
cooclus_ions reached, special enphasis 
should be gi.ven·to- the fourth questicn. 
In conducting this review you should 
.call upon the Department to :fmnish 
to you the staff you need. 

My cc:nclusicn as to _- the' review 
ccnducted by the Civil Rights Division 
is that it has nCM sho;..n that.this 
carplete re-view is necessary,_ partiru~ 
larly· in vif:!W of the ccnclusion as to 
the systematic program -of haras·sriEnt. . 
If your revie.w·turns up matters for 

·specific action, we should discuss the 
best way to proceed on ·eacp. such case;" 

B. The Task· Force· .And: 'ihe l-~thod Of Revie.w · 

'Ihe_ Counsel of the Office of- Professional Responsi-
- . 

bility selected three attorneys from the Civil-Rights.Di.vision, 

Joseph F. -Gross, ·:Jr., Janes R._ Ki.eckhefer and William D. ~te, 

cne attorney from the Criminal Section of-the"Tax Di.vision, 

. -6-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'Jmms F. Walker, and. a retired attorney 'Fred G. Folsom,, 

who· is. currently 'a· consultant to the Tax Divis·i_oo with 

37 years· of ~erien~e in Civil Rights Division (which 

included hcm,cide cases), Criminal Divisi~.'and Tax , 

Di visicn · proseeu:tions. . As the senior IIBn .t:he latter . 

· was designated ·to -head the task force. This corrmittee 

or task force began its -worlc ori May 4, 1976: · 'Ihe conmi.ttee 

was further staffed by the addition_· of two . r~search analysts, · 

M;. Hope Byme and -Mr. ~ffrey. Covert,'· two secretaries, 

Ms. Veronica Keith and Mrs·.: Ren~e Holn:es I , and two clerk-. 

· typists, Mrs. leroylyne Mn:ray ~d Ms·.· Dana Boyd. . · 

Conside-raticn· of ;a tentative outline for an eventual 

report based. on the ·chronology of.events in the relationship 

between Dr. · Mart;in L'-1the~ King and 'the -Feder.tl Bureau of 
- , 

. . Investigation brought the task force up against the fact 

that the field of the history before· ·the ass~~sinatlon had . · 

· just been piCMed twice: once by the Civil Rights Division 

IIEIIDranda of ~ch 31, 1976:, and April. 9·, 1976 and once 

· · ·(am::mg other kindred _subjects) by the Senate_ Seiect Con:mi.ttee 

to Study Govemrraital Ope.rati~s with Respect to Intelligence 
. ' 

Activities (Senate 'Report,. No. 94~'155 94th Congress, 2d 

Session, Books II and III). 

By way of' contrast~ however I the mtter of the assas­

Sinaticn of Dr. King and tlie-·ensuing investigation had.been 
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judged by the Civil Rights J?i.vision's Assistant Attorney 

General and his :m:> assistants primarily on-~ famili­

arity with the Depart:rre:it file on the investigation as it 

had progressed since 1968. The Civil Rights Division's 

Martin Luther King,· Jr., review IIEIImanda z-eflected that 

a study had been made of only the first 10 sections of the 

FBI headquarters file on the assassinaticn investigation 
., . -

and only a randan irl½ection was done of some of the remain-

ing 74 sections. There was no factual discussion or analysis. 

The conclusion was reached by the Civil Rigi,1i.ts Division staff 

that "the Bureau's investigation was canprehensive, ·thorough 

and professional" (Mn:phy n:arorandum of Ma.rclr 31, 1976, p. 6)"_. 

It was determined therefore to begin the task force'_s study 

with a con:plete review of _the files on the. FBI'_s investigation 

of the assassination. It was the consensus of the revia-1 

team that by approaching the whole task by first examining 

the character and CCXI!pleteness of the till.Irder investigation 

_an answer could be n:ade to the Attorney General's question 

. as to the Buteau' s perfonmnce in that regard and _ ~so an 

arIBWer could ~ indicated to his .question going. to the Bureau's 

possible responsibility, if any, direct or indirect, for 

Dr. King's death. 

After the examination of the FBI's investigaticn of 
, ' ' 

the mirder. of Dr. King, ·the- review team proceeded. to_ go 
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e 
back and corrplete the inquiry into t¾e Bureau's pre­

assassination relationship with Dr. King. Necessarily · 

:Included ag~ in this second ;tag1a of our revi,.ew was 

the consideration of whether the FBI w-as in any way 
- . 

implicat~d in the murder directly or :i.'!"ldirectly. 

· 'Ihe task £orce rrade a pa..-rt:icular point cif loolr-.ing 

at all the material in the FBI_headquarters and field 

office files on the Assassination Invest~gation, the so-. · 

called -"Murkin File" O,i.Irkin being an acronym for M.n:der 

of King) 1/; t;:he ~..artin Luther K:ing . Security File 2/; the 

C'.aninfil-SCLC File (c.omipfil being an acronym f<;>r Cc:mrunist 

infiltration; S.C.L.C., th~ initials fo:r ·the S{)uthe..."'"11 Christian 

Leadership Conference) 3/; the file on Conm.mist In....-FJ.usnce 

• :in Racial 1--f.atters 4/ and the advisor to . Kin.ts File 5 / . 

The "Murkin" file was solely-concerned with the.Illt.Irder investi­

gation. 'Ihe other four files provided a mtl.ti-focal view 
. ' • I • 

y FBI HQ. 44-38861 _ 

2J FBI HQ. 100-10_6670 

3/ -FBI HQ. 100-438794 

. !!J · FBI HQ. 100-442Si9 a.-id the predecessor file 
- entitled Ca:munist Party, U, S .A. Negro Questicn; 
FBI HQ. 100-3-116 

5/ · FBI" HQ." 100-392452 
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of the Bureau'~ _,inte],ligence and: ~;er~tellig~ce 

act:ivities with respect to Dr'. Martin Luther King,, Jr. 
. .,... . . . ' . -· , , . ; 

The scheme of citation hereinafter. used will be to 

minimize,footnotes,_placethe source citation-in the 

body of the.writing, and designate headquarters files 

· by ''HQ'' and ntlIIher ~d serial and Field Office· files 

by city and mxnba: .and serial, e.g.: (Manphis 44_-1987-

153). Exceptions to this scheme will be explained when 

made. 

The mre voluminous of the pertinent files in 

arldition.to the FBI headquarters·fiies ~d-the Washington 
. ,. 

Field Office files ·were located in Menphis, Atlanta, 

Baltinore, Charlotte, Bi.nningham, New Drleans, iris Angeles, 

·San. Francisco,· 'Karu;as City, St. Louis, (miha,' Chicago, 

Springfield (Ili.) , Milwaukee and New York. These ~re 

examined in place-by visits by· task· force personnel. The 

remaining files were xeroxed and forwarded for review in 

Washington. Pertinent n~spaper c:1ipping ·· files maintained . . 

by the DepartJilent arid by the Bureau and its .. field offices 

were scanned. 

In terms . of· papers examined,:· mre. than 200,000 

entries, mmy with ~ous pages concerning both the 

m.n:der investigation and th~. security investigation -were 

covered. The five attomeys sitting together_ originally 
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and later, as the work progressed,"· '~plitting up to 

w:,r~ singly or in teams ~ogether with the research 

personnel, considered separate sections of each file 

compiling notes, carment;ing on, or reading aloud, or 

noting for reading by all of the cannittee, itE!IIS of 

significance. Notes were taken, when pertifient items 

were encountered, on a seric:l.:..by-serial basis ("serials" 

being: each separate document entry of one or more pages 
. ' 

in ·the ·file). The resulting books of notes were then 

reviewed and use~ in conjunction with the original-source 

serials for th~ developnent.of the statements of fact 

herein. In addition witness interviews were reflected 

in conterrporaneous memoranda which aided in t.1iE~ developrrent 

of the facts recited. 

Selected portions of the so-called Official and 

Confidential files which had been kept in the office.of 

the late. J. Edgar Hoover, sane sensitive files in t.rie 

office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division, 

and the files of fo:rrrer Assistant Director William 

Sullivan were reviewed. So also -were the pertinent 

files of the Attorneys General. The task force attorneys 

revia-,ed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone 

and microphone overheard conversations of.Dr. King 

· and his associates. These were -spot checked 
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. . 

for aceut"acy against the tapes of. tho_se surveillances. 

A canvass of other investigative ~aicies ~ made to 

determine'whet:her their files reflected ~t :intelligence 

or counterfutelligence requests had been made upcn them 

by the FBI in relation to Dr. King_ · This included the 

Defense Deparhrerit, the State Depart:Ira1t, the U.S. 

Information Agency, the C.I.A. ~ the Secret S~rvice,· the 

Postal Inspection Service, .the Intemal·. Revenue 'Service's 

:Intelligence Division and the Treasury Departin:nt's Bureau 

. of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fiream.s. The material turned up 

by these agencies was -exa:nined, ~beit little-of consequence 

was discovered. Relevant portions of the :investigation reports 

of the Menphis Police·. Depart:IIEnt on the· King trurder were 

~d and studied. 
. . 

In addition to official files, the task force personnel 

considered published material frcm the public sector dealing 

with Dr~ M:lrt:in Luther King, Jr., and his assassination. 

Included in this. category were a viewing of tbe Colu:nbia 

Broadcasting System 's program on the death of King in its series 
. -· , . . 

'·'1he Assassins," a Nation.al· Broadcasting Canpany ''Tawrrc:M'' 

program of April 4, 1974, and perusal of books an4 articles 

on the Southern Christian leadership.Conference and the role 

of· the FBI in relation to the ~der of Dr. King (see 

Bibliography, App. A, Ex. 6). nrl.s lead to s~ valuable 

· -12-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



e 
evi.dentiary_mat,Erial_~ prirtcipal~y the oral ·and written 

. staten:ents of Jamas F.a.rl Ray· - which was ·used to buttress 

the reconstruction. of the .. facts of the tmrder and of the· 

FBI investigation. 

Sane 30 interviews were conducted, principally _in 

the as~assination phase of the task force study. They were 

helpful in supplerra1t:ing the results of inte1:views done 

during the m..trder investig~ticn. 

During the review of the Merrphis Field Office files, 

an on-site inspection of the cri.m: scene was conducted and 

· the exhibits in the office -of the Clerk of the County Court 

for Shelby COLinty, Termessee, were examined. 

-13-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




