II. THE ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION : -

A. Events Surrounding April '4',:'1968 o

1. The ?Qor Peéyle's Campaign

' To-imdefstand the mvanents of Dr. King during Athi's
'criti'cal period, it is necessary to br‘ie‘f]‘_y' diécuss tﬁe
Poor Peoplé;s Campalgn (POCAM) ,,o}igirmiiy célled;thé _
Washington Spring Proj ect in wiﬁci'.l“he a;'ld 'tl'ie SCLC were involved.
POCAM was scheduled to begin the first week of April 1968,
and involved recruiting some 3,000 poor maﬁplo;}éd blacks
from 16 locélities in the United State,S'A‘fél:: the purpose of
going to Washington, D.C., and petitioning the gdvérrmént to-
-improire 't;he'u:’ economic statué HQ 157-8428-51). -

. The plan was to camp on the Washington Monument or-‘
Lincoln Memorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132). During the first
and second weeks, demands would- be made of congressmen and |
heads of departments, such asl“ the Secretary of Labor. 'If the

demands were not met, nonviolent danonstratiohs ‘were to be
conducted (HQ 157-8428-109). |
| Dr. King's planned travel schedule for February and
March included trips t§ 9 Imajor cities and visits to various
points in Mississippi, Alabama, South Carolina, North Carolina
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75). By mid February Dr. King had

become discouraged with the 1ack_of progress in recruiting and
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'-z:raiﬁ:'ng demonstrators (HQ 157-8428-206) . During this low
._pomt in the POCAM Dr. K:mg was pursuaded to alter his plans
and to go to Memph.ls Tennessee,m support of a str:.ke mvolw_ng
the city' s sanltatlon workers

2. Memphls Sanltatlon Worker's Strlke

' On February 12, 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation
workers employed by the city of Memphis called a wildeat
strike. The strikers Wéré represented by Local 1733 of the
American Federation of State, County and M.micipa].‘ Fmployees

who demanded exclusive recognition of the union as bargai.ning

agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage improvements,
payroll deduction of union dues, and a proamotion system as well
as a pension, hospitalization and life insurance program.
(HQ 157-9146-X1). |

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of
the éanitatinn workers, excluding drivers, were black. A
militant young black power group known as the Invaders was
similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts; and was a cell
of a largc_er group known as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed
by Charles L. Cabbage and Johmi B. Smith. The alleged purpose
of BOP was to stimuléte a sense of black identity, black pride

and black consciousness in young blacks.
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The strikers were also supported by a group of black

mihisters, cormected with the Memphis Interdenominational.

Ministerial Alliance, who adop-ted the name COME (Commmity on

the Move for Equallty) It was ma’nbers— of this group that
were instrumental in bringing Dr. King to Memphis. On March 3,
1968, the Revererid James M. Lawson, Jr. ,_pa:stér of the
Centenary Methodist Cl'nxrcthemplusand méatber of COME, stated
on a television program (WHBQ-TV) that he wanted to bring
Dr. King (and othet heads of civil ifi‘g’hts orga-:ﬁ_zatiOns’) “to
Memphis in a.n effort to unify the .entire‘ black commmity
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146:X23). . The
intervention of these various black cdr;rn,zrxit;y- orgam';za‘tionsv
caused the citfy‘ éf Memphis to be concerned about the raciai
overtones of the strike and the possibility of violence =
(HQ 157-9146-X1). | o

Dr. King made his First visit to Memphis in support
of the strike on-the night of March 18, 1968. On tfhat occasion,
in 'addressing an es‘tirﬁated crowd of‘.9,000 fo 12,000 people at
a rally sponsored by OCME-__.at the Mason Te,mbie, he called for
- a g_eﬁeré.l pfote“st-‘day on March 22, 1968. All blacks wére’ asked -
not to go to work or school on that day and were urged to
participaté in a massive downtown march. Dr. KJng and his

party stayed at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, on
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’ the night of March 18, 1968 and left Manphls shortly before
noon on March 19 1968 ostens:.bly to go to the State of
VMJ.sss.ssu.ppl in connection w:Lth the POCAM (HQ 157 9146-}89)

The City of Memphis was virtually paralyzed by a
* 16-inch snowfall on March 22, 1968, resulting in the post-
ponement of the pl@ed mass march to March 28, 1968 Dr. King

‘returned to Memphis on the 28th, arriving at the. _aii‘poft at

) approximately 10:22a.m. By that time approximately 5,000 to

6,000 people, about half of whom were of school age, had
_c&gregated at ﬁhe Clayborn Temple j(’located at 280 Hernando St.)
for the» start of themarch . Accqrd_ing to the plan oﬁ the march,
the ‘sanitation. workers were in f;oﬁt witﬁ the remainder of the
pepplé -following.behind. The march was to proceed north on
”H.ern‘ando' to Eeale Sﬁreet,_ thence west on Beale Street to
Main Street and north on Main Street to City Hall.

~ The march gotAunderway' at,‘approx:i.mat_:'ely 11:00a.m. and
had proceeded to.Hernando ‘and Beale before it was joined by
~ Dr. King. When the front of the march (led by Dr. King)
reached Main Street, teenagers and young adults at the rear
of the march near Third and Beale (two blocks from the front
of the march) ripped the signs off.their poles and began
_breakmg store windows and looting. Mass confusion developed

and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. The
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dlsnzptlon of ‘the march caused Dr ng s aldes to corrnandeer
"~ an automoblle and Dr. ng ‘and hlS party were escorted by
pollce to the Rivermont Hotel operated by Hollday Irms of
»Amerlca (HQ 157- 9146-45) Dr K:Lng left the march at
11:15a.m. and checked 1nto the RJ.vermont Hotel at ll 24a.m.
where he stayed until March 29, 1968. Dr. King and his party
were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28, 1968, at |
9 05p.m. via Eastern Airlines and: were schedulaito leave
" Atlanta the mommg of March 29 1968 for Baltimore
(43(6] 157 9146 -45). Thus rema:.nmg in Memphls on the nlght )
of the 28th was a change in plans \ ' )
The city ordered a 7‘.00p.m. ‘curfew and’ approximately
3,500 members of ‘the Temieésee \IatlonalGuard ;dere"' called out
to end the violence. Durlng the disturbance four: blacks were
L4shot one fat:ally, approx:mately 150 fires were set and over
: 300 persons were ‘arrested. Approx:Lmately one percent of the
marchers engaged in looting and v1olence and many of these were _
people who were crnmlnally mclmed‘ and WhQ had been in -prev10us ‘
‘trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue 6f the Memphis "Comercial |
" Appeal” reported that many of the looters and window breakers
‘were black power advocates: and that’ several wore jackets of
the ''Invaders". queVer, other s'ci,u'rz:‘és‘, mcludlng Lieutenant

E.H. Arkin of the Memphis Police Departmént, indicated that
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o @
many high school age students had put the word "Invaders on
the:Lr Jackets for effect and were not necessarlly afflllated»
w1th the BOP tmvement ('HQ 157 9146 -’+5) 'Ihe v101ence and
d:Lsruptlon of the march was of great concern to Dr Kl.ng
b.cause of the poss:Lble effect :Lt m:l.ght have on the planned
’POCAM Therefore 'he vowed to return to Memphis and

damnstrate that he had not 1ost hlS effectlveness :Ln

lead:m=> rmv:.olent marches.
Dr. K:Lng together w1th hlS SCLC staff ‘returned to
| Memphis on Apr:Ll 3 1968, at 10-33a m. After a press
conference at the airport, the group proceeded to the Lorraine
,IVbtel arriving there at approx:unately 11:20a.m. At about
12: 05p m. Dr. King left the Iorrame Motel for a meetmg at
‘. the Centenary Methodlst Church (Securlty and Surveillance Rept.
of G. P Tmes Inspector Memphls Pollce Department dated
July 17 1968). Dr. King ammounced at this meetmg that his
purpose in remn'nmg to Memphis was to 1ead a mass march on
April 8, 1968 (HQ 157- 9146-9 p.8).
However, on April 3, 1968 United States DlSt‘rlCt
Court Judbe Bailey Brown lssued a temporary restralnmg order
against further marches in Memphls (HQ 157-9146-9, p.1).
Dr. King returned to the Lorraine Motel at 2:25p.m. and sometime

that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with
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the'rest*‘aining"order (Secur:.ty and Survelllance Rept of

"~ G.P. Tines, Inspector Memphls Pollce Departrrent dated
July 17, 1968) ' '

- At approxlmately 4. OOp m. Dr. King and the SCLC staff
met with the BOP group at wh:Lch Lme Charles Cabbage requested
money to mstltute BOP plans to start a "leeratlon School'
and a '"Black Co—on Dr. K:Lng agreed to use hlS :Lnfluence
to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Young agreed to help
'wr:Lte up a plan It is belleved these concess:.ons were made
to BOP in order to keep them in line and prevent than from
following a v1olent p_attern. - (HQ 157-9146-9, p.9.\ _

Onthe night oprr:Ll 3, 1968, Dr. King spoke to
. approximately 2,000 persons at .the Mason Temple. He emphasized
that the scheduled mass march Inust be held on Aérll' 8, 1968,
to re-focus attent:Lon on the elght-week old sanitation workers-
st:r:.ke | _ | _
- Aftet the apeech, -Solomo'n Jones, _Jr_.-, serv:.ng ae

Dr. King's chauffeur drove him back to the Lorraine Motel.
Dr. King told Jones to report back on 'Ihursday mommg
April 4, 1968, at 8: 30a m. because he had to appear in court
in connection with a restr_almng order. (Merphis 44-1_987—2322
p.5L) . | |
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. 3. Dr. King's Activities on April 4, 1968 -

” Accordmg to Mrs Gmrgla M Dav:.s of Lou:st111e
Kentucky (FBI :Lntemew HQ Flle 44-38861 2634 P- 20) she,
Rev A.D. Wllhams K_mg (Dr ng s brother) and Mrs Lucie
Ward arrived in Ma'rphls on Aprll 4 1968 from Flor:Lda and
reglstered at the Lorralne Motel at approxn.mately 1 OOa m.
Upon mqm_rmg about Dr King, they were - told that he was
a?'tendmg a strategy meetmg at a church The three then
want to the cl'n.xrch but Dr KJ.ng was not there -

Returnmg to the motel, Dr. King's brother
Mrs. Dav:Ls and Mrs Wa.rd conversed in room 207 until they
observed Dr. K:mg along w:.th Reverends Ralph Abernathy
and Bernard Lee, getting out of a tax1cab in the motel

courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. King was inwvited to room 207

. where he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Ward

until about 5:00a.m. He-then went to room 306 where he and

Rev. Abernathy were reglstered About a half hour 1ater

Dr. ng went to room 201 where he v1$1ted w:.th Mrs. Dav:Ls

| for approx:.mately one hour. Afterwards he retu.rned to room

306 for a strategy meeting scheduled for 8:00a.m. .
Solomon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, ret'orned

to the lorraine Motel at abodt 8:30a.m. to take him to court.
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However, Rev. Andrew Young ativised Jones that he was geing to
. court instead: of Dr. ng ’Iherefore Jones was requested
to remain at the motel. (HQ 44-38861 2322 P- 51)

Dr. Klng remalned at the motel the - ent:.re day, _
returning to room 201 at about 1: "Op .m. to v:.s1t Mrs. Daﬁs
He was later Jomed in room 201 by his brother,. Mrs Ward,
Abernatny, Lee Younc, and Attorney Chamcey Eskrldge

" The group conversed until about 5 45p m. when Dr. King
announced they were gomg to dmner at the home of
Rev. Billy Kyles (HQ t4- 38861-2634, p. 23). ¥ Erroute to
" room 306 to dress, Dr. Klng saw ,Solqmon ;ones, Jr. in the

“motel courtyard and told him to start the car as they were

preparing to go to dirmer (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52).

*/ There is a discrepancy in the exact timeé Dr. King returned
to room 306. Mrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However,

in an FBI interview, Rev. Abernathy stated that on April 4, -
1968, he and Dr. King did not leave the motel and spent most

of the day in room 306.. He further stated that he and Dr. King
had been gone from their room for approximately one hour or
less when they returned to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get
dressed for dimmer at the home of Rev B:.lly Kyles (HQ 44—38861—
2322, p. 4—8)
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At approximately 6:00p.m. Dr. King and Rev. Abernathy

started to leave room 306. Rev Abernathy stopped for a
moment and Dr. ng walked ‘out onto t:he balcony Just out31de
the door to the room (HQ 44- 38861 2322 p 46) "He saw Jones
standlng beside the car on the ground level and bégan a
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. Kﬁng

" that he sl'wuld'putv‘oh ia tép'coat.aéi‘t‘: was cool outside.

During this corilv-ersation,l Dr K:Lng was facing wesl: a'nd.Jones
was facing east and lookj.ng‘t'zp at Dr. King fram the ground

" level. As Dr. King écknowledgéd Jones' concern ébout getting
his topcoat, Jones heard a soundwhlch he thought was a fire
cracker and Dr. King fell to the floor of the balcony in front
of room 306. Jones immediately célled foi help an;d a number
of Dr. »Kirlg's’ eiide.é, who were either in their rooms or standlng
in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.52). ¥/

*/ Some critics of the FBI mvestlgatlon have speculated that
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King up for the assassination by
unduly detalnmg him on the balcony. Nothing in the evidence
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation.
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4. FBI Intelligence and local Police Activities

a. FBI Informants. Robert G. Jensen, the Spec:.al

. Agent in Charge of the Menp‘us Fleld Offlce, and Joseph
Hester, case agent for MURKIN, have uneqm.vocally assured
the task force that there was no electronlc surveillance of
Dr. King in Memphis. It was explamed that Memphis was not in
the malnstream of Dr. KJ_ng s SCDC act1v1t1es (Interv1ew
of Spec1al Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, App. B)
'However, FBI agents d:Ld observe the sanJ.tatJ.on worker's
strlke act1v1t1es for J_ntelllgenoe purposes and the Memphls
Pol:.ce Department_ (MPD) and confidential paJ.d lnfomants dld i
supply. information to the field office (Intervlew of former

'SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App B).

Our investigation dlsclosed that there were fJ.ve pa:Ld

confldentlal 1nfonnants prov:.dlng mtelllgence regarding the .

.‘ racial situation to the Memphis FJ__eld Office on a continuing o
hasis. The intelligence coverage provided by these individuals
related to the actlv1t1es of the ’\Iat:Lon of Islam, Black Students
3 Assoc1atlon of MsUu, Students for a Democratlc Soc1ety, Black
Orgam.21ng Power, Black Unlted Front, Afro—Amerlcan Brother—

hood, Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is
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no evidence that the activities of these informants related

directly to Dr King. Moreover, there is no ev:Ldence

that would suggest that these mformants were cormected in
any way W:Lth the assassmatlon of Dr. K:Lng (HQ 134— L1867
170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.) '

b. MPD Infiltration of the Tnvaders. In add;ition

to the paid EEI informants, an officer of the MPD infiltrated
the Ihvaders in an mderco’ver operation. | The off:’tce'r:vmo‘was
later exposed and is no longer w:.th the MPD, was mterviéved '
by -the task force. 'Ihe undercover assignment began m
February of 1968 for the specific purpose of mf:.ltratmg
the Invaders who became active about the same t:_me of the

' sanltatlon workers strike. Accordmg to the offlcer the
MPD was pr:.marlly mterested in the Invaders ‘not Dr. ng,
because the MPD was concerned about what they mlght do. The |
police officer was, in fact, accepted as a member of the
Invaders and participated in their activities. On the |
evening of April 4, 1968, when Dr‘. King was shot, the :Lnfcnnant
.had been on a shopping trip with Reverend James Bevel and
Reverend James Orange. The informant said he returned
to the I.orralne Motel at approm.rrately 5: OOp m. and was
stand.mg in the motel courtyard at the time Dr ng was
shot. He is p051t1ve that the shot that kllled Dr. Klng
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came from the rear of the buildings which front on South

‘Main Street.

c. MPD Survelllance Detall and Removal of Detectlve

Redditt ‘from Dut:y X/ From the time of Dr. ng s return

to Memphis on Apr:Ll 3 11968, until the tlme of hls
assaSSLnatJ.on, he was under phys:Lcal survelllance by the
‘MPD. Upon learnlnc of Dr. ng s fllght schedule, Inspector
G. P Tines of the MPD Inspectlonal Bureau mstructed two
black plamclothes officers, Detectlve Edward E. Redditt -and
| 1Patrolman Willie B Richmond, to go to the airport to observe |
the arrlval of Dr Iﬁ.ng and to keeD him under continuous
survelllance in order to see with whom he came in contact.
According to Inspector Tmes, the survelllance was ordered
because Dr. K:Lng was a vcontroxrzersial figure and had met with
'local black. mllltants on his prlor visit to ‘iemphls While
at the airport a Mrs. Thomas Matthews pomted her flnger at
- Redditt and told him that she was going to get h:Lm ('Report
of G.P. Tines, July 17 1968 Re Securlty and Survelllance

of Dr. King, App. B)

*/ The removal of Redd:Ltt from duty was c1ted as one of the
bases for the House Select Committee to investigate the
assassination of Martin Luther K:Lng, Jr.
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' In addition to the méiuéncé de-'t.a'il”, Aé:sistant‘
Chief of Police W.P. Huston ordered a "detail of four men,
corrmanded by Inspector Don H. Smith, to go to the alrport
for the purpose of pmndmg secur:.ty for Dr. K:mp " While
waltmg for Dr. King to arrive, Mrs. 'Ihomas Matthews
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had come to the
alrport to pick up Dr. ng and that no one had asked for
police to be assigned to him. 'v Inspector Smith also asked
Reverend Ja:u1e$ Lawson where they were QOMg when 'thfey left
the airport and he replied:. 'We have not fully made up our
‘minds." Nevertheless, when Dr, K:Lng and his party left the
| airport, Inspector Smith and his men follcwed them to the

Lorraine Motel, arrlv:mg there at approxlmately 11:20a.m.
| With the a531stance of Inspector J. S Gagllan and two other
officers, Inspector Sm:.th and his men secut’ed the entrances
| . to the motel.

Dr. King and hlS part:y left the I.orralne Motel at
approximately 12: 05p .m. and were followed by the security
detail vto the Centenary Methodist Church whem a meetmg
was held. The detail secu'red the front and rear entrances
of the Church until approxn’mateiy 2:15p.m. when Dr. King and
his group returned to the motel. A’[he security detail then
returned to the ﬁotel ai'ea and resuhed their positions until

they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald
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. at approximately 5:05p.m. Inspector G.P. Tines stated in
his report that he was not conferred w:Lth and has no idea
why the security detail was re:noved from Dr King after
5:05p.m.. Fornler Chief Macdonald has no present recollection
of the security detail (Interview of James C. Macdonald,
former Chlef MPD, December 22, 1976, App B) The security
detail vas not resured on April 4, 1968, (.Rei)orts of
Inspectors Don H. Scnlth and J.S. Gagllam as mcorporated
in Report of Inspector G. P Tmes supra. )
As a separate actlv:Lty from the security deta:.l

_ Detect:l.ve Redditt and Patrolman Richmond went to the airport
on April 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival. When Dr. King
left the airport they followed him to the Lorraine Motel
and learned that he was registered m room A306. "Redditt
telephoned headquarters and informed Inspector Tines where
Dr King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m.. Redditt
and Rictmond followed DrK:Lng and his partsr to the
Centenary Methodist Church \-«zhere arclosed meeting of
approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Redditt
 again ,called,headquarters and aclvised his Superiore of his
"location. ‘Redditt was instructed to leave Richmond at the

_church and for him to return to the area of the I_orrame

_ M)tel for the purpose of fmdmo a sultable place where
close surve:.llance could be kept 'on the motel. Rlchnond
remained at the Centena.ry Methodist Church untll the
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ﬁueeting was over at approximately 2:15p.m.. Richmond -then .
want to Claybom’f'remple where he thought Dr. King would |
address the sanitation workers prior-.to a scheduled 3:00p.m.
march. However, Dr. King élid not make an appearance there.
Richmond telephioned headquarters at about 3:30p.m. and was
advised that Dr. King had returned to the motel and that
Redditt had set wp a sprr\}eillance' post at f‘ire Station No. 2,
loéated at South Main and Butler streets. Richmond
immediately left Clayborn Temple and ‘joined Redditt at the

. fire station. (interview of 'Patrolnéh W.B. Richmond,

'A;Srilv 9, 1968, MPD Statements, State v. James Earl Ray
p. 1454). | | ‘
 The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overloocks the Lorraine
.'Motel and provided an excellent’ vantage pomt where Redditt
‘and Richmond could observe Dr. ng and his associates as
they entered and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt
and Richmond remained at their obsexvation post until 6:35p .m.' |
at which t1me they were relieved by Lieutenant E.H. Arkin
and Lieutenant J.V. Papia of' the MPD Internal Security Bureau. |
(Statement of Edward E Reddltt April 10 1968 MPD St:atements
State vs. James Earl: Ra;y p. 1453).

After leaving their observation post, Redditt and

Richmond went to the Mason Temple where Dr. King was
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scheduled to address & mass meeting. Shortly a;.ter they
.arrlved at the temple Reddltt was approached by Reverend
A Malcomb D: Blackburn and told that the word was out that
he was over in the fire statlorn near the I_on'ame Motel
spying with Abmocular,s.‘ Reverend Blackbm'n also adv,msed
Richmond that the temple was the vlrong place«for him
because the tensmn was too high.  Fearing they ‘would be
exposed, Redditt and Richmond left the meetmg at approxmxately ,
8:50p.m. (Report of Inspector G.P. Tines.)

,VRedd_.itt and Richlmond resumed their surveillance
of the Lorraine Motel from Fire Station No. 2 on iApril 4,
1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12:50p.m. Reddite
received a threatening -telephonev call from a female who
- stated that he was doing the black people wrong, and they
were going to do'himbwron_g._ (Inter\}iew of Edward E. Redditt,
April 10, 1968.) | | |

At approx:.mately 4: OOp m. Reddltt was ordered by |

- telephone to 1eave the fire station and report to headquarters
where he was ad\n.sed that threats had been made on h:Ls life.
He was, therefore, ordered to move h:Ls farn:\.ly into a motel
under an assumed name by Frank Holloman, former Director
of Police and Fire, Memphis, Temn. _(Interview of Frark
Holloman, September 15, 197_6,- App.-B.)' Redditt was taken
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lme in a squad car, but refused to move h:Ls famlly because
of a 51ck relative. At-about the.time the squad car arrlved
in front of Reddltt s resulence it was announced on the
‘1adio that Dr K:mg had been shot After a coup;i.e of days,
| Redditt did mot hear any more about the 'thteat on his l,ifet
(Inter\}iew of E&werd E. Redditt, July 8,»1’976, Ai:p. B.)
In our efforts to tra’ce the sot:rce of the threat we
have found- that Phll:Lp R. Mamuel, an :anestlgator ‘with the
Senate Investigating Con-mlttee chaired by Senator McClellan

was in Memphis on April 4, 1968.

While at the MPD Maruel
advised them. based on a telephohe call to his office in
Washington, that the Senate Committee Staff }mdbvinfort-ration
from an informent in hﬁseissippi that 4the Mississippi

Free'dcm‘Damcratidc‘: Party had made ialans to kill a* '\Iegi'o

: lieutenant" in Manphis Marmuel left Menphls on a.5: 50p m.

flight o Wash:mgton and the next day (April 5 1968) he

. telephoned the MPD and adv:Lsed them that the threat was on
the life of a. ”Negro lieutenant" in Kmxvz.lle rather than
I\’bmpha.s.
supra.)

(Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, July 17, 1968,

Philip R. Marmel neither has a present recollection

of prov:Ldlng the information regarding ‘the threat to the MPD,

nor does he have a memorandun of the event. However, he
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conflrmed that he was in Memphls and v131ted the MPD at V-
the t:.me stated and that h.'LS offlce dld have a Mlssms:.ppr
source. Moreover he sald the events sounded famllar and
he believed the MPD records were correct (InterVLew of
Phlllp R. Ma:rmel September 28 1976 App B.)

Although Redditt was relleved fram duty at Flre
Station No. 2 Rlcl'mond rena:Lned there and contmued to
'observe who entered and left the motel. At approxmately
6:00p.m. Richmond saw Dr. Klng leave his room and walk
to the handrall on the balcony  The Reverend B:.lly Kyles
was stand:.ntJ off to Dr. ng s rlght An mstant late:r
Richmond heard a loud sound similar to a shot and saw’ ‘
Dr. King £all back from the handrail and pﬁt hlshand \up
to his head At approxmately 6:01lp.m. Rlcl'm'md telephoned
headquarters and reported that Dr. K:Lng had been shot.
He was :Lnstructed to remain at the fJ.re statlon Rlchmond
then yelled to manbers of a MPD tactlcal squad (wh:.ch had
stopped at the station a few moments earller)- that he
belleved Dr. King had been shot. He then ran th 'the front
of the fire station and looked north and south on South Main
Street, but d:Ld not see anyone nmmng or walking, except
the men in the tactlcal squad who left the f1_re station

rurming in different directions. Shortly thereafter,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




’ Captam J. G Bay_a'.rrived“aii: the fire _st:_atiopyg:}d ‘i.;_lst:r_gct’:ed
.Richmond to go. t:o headqugrte;s, and ‘n;éke a dgtaiiecl répért_: '
of what he had segn.‘ (Inter\'rie.w of‘PatL"olman W.B. I.{ichmcl,.\
April 9, 1968, ﬂgx_a) -

d. . vDetails of Two Black Firemen from Fire Station

No. 2.%/ As of April 3, 1968, Norvell E. Wallace and Floyd E.
Newsum were the only black firemen gséigned to Fire Station
No. 2‘.of the Memphis Fire beparﬁmnt .(I'iFD) . W;llac_e_ was
working the night shift on April 3rd and Newsum was ‘scheduled
_to report for the day shift on April 4th. Both pf t;lj.xevsg_ |
‘individuals actively smzpporﬁed the sanitation workers strlke,
attending their rallies and making financial contripgtiqr;s.

In our interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the ﬁight
of April S;d,fxis captain told him that.a call had come in
requésting that a man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33.
He was immediately detailed to No. 33 although it wés raining
and he was preparing. to Igo to bed. Wallace further stated
that while Fire Station No. 33 was mdersta_ffed as a whole,
there was no shortage of persormel for the pump trugk on which
he worked. Otherwise, he does not know why he was detailed.

*/ The details of the black firemen from Fire Station No. 2 is
a second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Committee
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Also, on the night of April 3rd Fireman-NeWSLm, in
a vholiy personal capacity, attended a rally at the Mason
Temple where Dr. KJ.ng made his last speech. When he returned A
bome (about 10:30p.m.) thers was a message for him to call
Lt. J. Smith at the Fire department. When he called,
‘Lt. J. Smith ord’éred‘him to i:epbrt to Fire Station No. 31
on the morning of April ‘4th rather than Fire St;gtidn No. 2.
Newsun claims that Fire Station No. 31 was"nc\}er'strength at
the: time and his detail made his company short. Moreover,
he éays he never has received a satisfactory explanation
why he was detailed. However, he did say that Lt. Barnett
at one time told him he was detaiied at the request of the
police. (Interview of Floyd E. Newsum, July 8, 1976, |
App. B.) . )
Interviews of past and pres'entA inember_s of thé MFD have

failed to disclose the individual who initiated the order or

the reason for deﬁailirlg"Walléce and Newsum. According to

former Lt. Jack Smith, he received a telephone call between

3:00p.m. and 5:00p.m. on April 3, 1968, from either Captain

James T. Baity or former Assistant Chief vArthur‘ J. Rivalto

in the peréamel department specifically requesting that
 Newsum be detailed. No reason was given for the detail.

Smith said 'he i:nnedj.ately called Newsun, but Newsum was'not
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home. Therefore, Smith left émeséage for Newetm to call
the fire statid'n Newsum called about 10: 30p m. and Smlth
advised h:un of the detall (Intemaﬁ of Jack Sm:Lt] dated
September 27, 1976) ‘

_' Wallace's commanding officer, then Captain R.T.
Jobmson, likewise stated that he received a telef)'hone
call from someone in the persormel depart:nent requestlng
him to detail Wallace. However, Johnson has no present
recollection of" who the individual was that made the
request. (Interview of R. T. Johnson Deputy Chief, Memphls
Fire Department, December 21, 1976, App B.)

. ~ Neither Captain Baity nor former Assistant: Cl;lief
Rivalto has any present recollection ef the detail of
Wallace or Newsun. Captain Baity indicated that any
district chief could have ordered the men moved {Interview
of James T. Baity, September 27,- 1976, App. B). Also,
former Assistant Chief Rivalto said the fire department
shifted people around all the time when a campany became
understrength because of sickness, etc. (Interview of
Arthur J. Ri{reito,’September 27, 1976, App. B).

 Similarly, the former Chief of the MFD, Edward A.

Hamilton, has no recollection of the details. He speculated
that the men could have been detailed for a "fill in" to
bring a company up to etrength (Interview of Edward A.
Hamiitdn, September 27, 1976, App. B).- » |
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The MFD Strenth Report-Firefight:.ng Persormel for
Shi_ft- "A", Battalions One and Eight dated Apr:Ll 3, 1968
(attached to Re:.ntervu.ew of James R. Boatwright October 20,
1976, App B) show that Wallace s Company No. 2 at Fire
Station No. 2 was operating at m:nimum strength (five men)
| after he was detailed whereas Company No 33 to which he
was detailed operated at one over the mimmum‘ strength
(four men) after the detail. Likewise, 'the Strength Report
for Shift "'B" for Battalions One and Two, 'date.d April 4,

lv968 (Also attached to the Boatwright interview of October 20,

vl976) show that Newsum's Company No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2
was operating at minimm strength (five men) ,after the detail,
but Company 31 to which he was detailed operated at one over
the mn:um:m strength (four men) after the detail |
However, former Deputy Chief James 0. Barnett stated
that the people on the securit:y detail operating out of
the fire station probably felt better without Wallace and
Newsum around (Interv:Lew of James 0 Barnett, September 27,
1976.) On the other hand, Assistant Chief James R. Boatwright
explained that they were having a very tense situation at
- the t:me that a number of threatening calls had been
received at Fire Station No. 2; and that the consensus of
opinion was that Wallace and ’\Iewsum were detailed for their
own protection, since they were the only black firemen assigned
to that station (Interview of James R. Boatwright, September 23,
1976).
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In this connection MPD Pétfaiaaﬁ.willié‘s Richmond

| and former Detéstive Edward E Reddltt who cmducred the
smelllarxce of Dr. King and hls assoc1ates from the fire
station, were recontacted and spec1f1cally asked vmether
‘they had requested that Wallace and Newsm be deta:.led
Both Rn.chmcmd and Redd:Ltt dem.ed that they made such a |
request or had knowledge of any one else in the pollce
department making such a request (Remtemews of Richmond
and Redditt, September 28; 1976, App. B).

Our mvestlgatlon has not disclosed any evidence
that the detail of Wallace and Newsum was in any way
connected with the assassination of Dr. King.- Howevef, .
the circumstances surrounding the ‘details strongly suggest
that both men were detailed because they sxxppo;ted the
sanitation workers and wefe-co_nsidered to be a threat to
the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from
the fire station by Patrolman Richmond and Detective Redditt.

e. MPD Tactical Units- Their Deployment and

Activities -on the Evening of April 4;: 1968.- When the sanitation

workers of Memphis began their strike: in February of 1968, the
MPD either organized or beefed up various tactical umits.

Generally, each of these wumits consisted of 12 law enforcement

officers from the MPD and the Shelby County Sheriff's Department.
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These units were organized for the purpose of avoiding riots
th.ch other cities, such ;s Det;roit, had experienced- (Interview
of Frank Holloman, former Director of Fire and Police for the
City of' Memphis, Sep,tan_ber 15, 1976,_ App. B). Documeﬁts
obtained from the State's Attorney General (Item 9 from MPD
Miscellaneous Récords) show thaﬁ onthe evening of April 4,
1968, at the time Dr. King was shot, there were nme tactical

wnits in ‘service at various locations as follows: -

Tact Unit No. Street locations
6 . Thomas and North Parkway
8 . Jackson and Watlgihs
99 Chelsea and Watkins
10 | Maln and Bu’tier
11 Georgia and Orleans
12~ Trige and Latham
13- Bellevue and Eff‘i‘e'
17 ., Union and Bellevue
18 = Fourth and Gayos
In addition to the tactical units, the documents
obtained from the State's Attorney- General show that t’here |
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in |
thé genér‘al area of the lorraine Motel. "Ihesé ‘¢cars were

at the following locations at the time Dr. King was shot:
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Car No. - Street ibcatic&ns

© 224" 7 Maid and Beale |

228 Third and Popla.r |
232 Fourth and Butler
230 Union and Front =
236 Third and Bélz
245 . Second and éayoso |
247 ' Crump and Barton
365 . larmar and Bellewvue .
367 Poplar and Cleveland
369 " Linden and East
The map (Part of Item 9 from MPD Miscellareous
Records ‘see App. A, Ex. 1) shows that Tact Units lO and 18
were within a radlus of one mile of the crime scene (200
block of Mhlbetry Street) at'the.tﬁne of the shooting; and
Tact Units 6, ll and 12 were w1th1n a radlus of two miles
of the scene. Tact Ihlts 7 14,15 and 16 were located outs1de
" the boundaries of the HEP and ‘are ot shown. Cars mmber
| 224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of ome mile of
the scene and cars numbet 228 and 369 were within a tadius
of two miles However, cars numbex 236;365 and 367 were
| outside the bourdaries of the map.
Partlcular enpha31s is given to Tact Uhlt 10 and
the activities of its men, as this wit was located at

Fire Station No. 2 (S. Main and Butler) at the time of the
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shooting. On the aftempon of April 4, 1968,‘ Tact Unit 10,

consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fire Station
No. 2 for a rest break at _'approximat'el}'f S:S'Op.t_n.: The wnit
was camanded by Lt. Judson E. Ghommley of the Shelby County °
Sheriff's Department. The other members of the wnit included
Deputies W.A. DuFour, W.J. Berry, Vernon Dollshite, R.N. Baker
endv Ronald Maley of the sheriff's department; and Patrolmen
Cai'roll Dunn, William Gross, Jason Morris, Barney KJright,
Ermmett Douglass and Torrance Ianders of the MPD.

- Interviews of the above named men indicate that when
the unit arrived at the.lfi.r'e station, the cars were parked
on the north side of the fire station entrance with the ]‘.eed
car actually A‘obstructing the sidewalk. The second car was
pa_r‘ked'directly ‘behjnd the lead car and the third car wes :
double.parked alcr;gside these two cars. (MPD Ste.tements;:

State v. James Earl Ray, DuFour p. 1449- ‘Bexrry p.1450;

Ghormley Pp-1451 and 1532; Dollahite Pp. 1455 and 1505
_Dunn p.1457; Gross P. 1460 Morris p. 1463 Wright p. 1466;
- Baker p. 1468 Douglass P 1469 Landers p 1471 and Maley
P- 1480.) ) ‘ o
Wh:Lle Pc.txolman Douglass remalned Wlth the lead car
to monitor the radlo ‘all of the other men went into the fire
- station to take a.break. When the shot was fired that killed

Dr K:Lng (at approxmately 6: Olp m.), these men were at various
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locatlons in the fire station drlnkmg coffee making telephone

calls ‘etc. Patrolman Rlclmond who was manmng the surveillance

post in the rear of the statlon yelled throughout the station

that Dr. King had been sl'mt 'I‘he menbers of the tact unit,

some of whom had heard the shot, all ran out the north side

of the fire station and then east toward the .rfear'of’ the fire

station and the I_o‘rraine Motel. .‘ (See diagram of ‘crime scene,

tpp. A. Ex. 2). |

v Patrolman Douglass who had remained in the 1ead car

to monitor the radio, heard the shot when it was fl.red ' He

mmedlately got out of the car and ran towald the rear of the

fire station m.th the: other men., After Patrolman Doublass

realized what had happened, he returned to the lead car, along

with Patrolman erght and radloed the d:Lspatcher that Dr. King
_ vhad been shot. Douglass and Wright then drove the lead car

south on S. Main to E. Butler; east on E. Butler to’VMﬂberry

and nor.th on l-hlberry to the entrance of the lorraine Motel..

Douglass and Wright later drove the car, accompanied by one

or two other unldentlfled offlcers north on M.ulberry to

Huling, west on Hulmg to S. Ma:.n and south on §. Main to the

e

front of the bulldmgs 1ocated Just north of the fire station. *

, */ There are conflicts in the statenents of Douglass erght
and Ghormley: Douglass stated that Ghormley and other unidentified
officers got in the car with him at the fire station and they drove
to the lorraine Motel. According to Wright's version, he and
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or two
other unidentified officers at the lorraine Motel. On the other

~hand, Ghormley claims he twnrmed around at the concrete wall at the
rear of the fire station and ran to the front of the station and
then north on S. Main Street.
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_ The other men.in the tact wnit continued. to the rear
of the fire station to a concrete retainihg'wallhahutting
A'Mulberry Street. DuFou.r, Dollahite, Morris, Baker, landers,
Maley anc-Dunn climbed down the concrete wall end ran across
Milberry ‘Street to the Lorraine Motel. Ihfour and Morris ran
up the stairs to the balcony where Dr Klng s body lay. |
The people there said the shot had come from a red brick
building north of the fire station on S. Main Street. While
 DuFour remained with Dr. King's body until the ambulance came,
Morris ran north on Mulberry to Huling and west on Hullng to
the north side of the bulldlngs fac1ng S. MEln Street Another
offlcer (probahly‘Maley or Dunn) was already.at.that point,
ahd.bbrris htopped there to assiet him in securing thet’area.
Baker ran to the Motel balcony where DuFour was standing
" beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Mulberry St. and -
ran north for a distance'to an alley. Baker ran into the
alley looklng for anythlng susp1c10us He noticed that
other nembers of the tact unit were securlng a bulldlng
(probably the bu1ld1ng with its north end on Huling)..
Therefore, Baker went to the corner of Mulberry and E. Butler
and took up a position there.
After Landers learned the direction the ehot came
from, he found a 55-gallon drun and climbed back wp the

concrete retaining wall on Mulberry St. into the lot on

4o~
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which the building where the shot:was:fired is located. Landers
observed that ‘the bathroom window was-partially opened and
hg saw an elderly white male come up’ to. the window énd “look out ,
He ordered him to get back fram the m.ndow Tanders also saw
an elderly white female looking out: a window directly south
" of the bathroom window.. He ordered hér to get-awa).z"' from the
' window. Landers also checked the bushes on the lot for
evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After
'opher officers arrived, -Ianders and énot‘her MPD officer
.climbed onto-the roof of a one story building which backs
up to Mulberry St. -This building runs along the north side
of the building whence the.shot was fired. Finding nothing
on the roof, they came down and started up an alley leading
- to a basemer;t.v About 10 feet up the alley they found two h
fresh footprints in the mud: Landers guarded these footprints
“until homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently,
a plaster case was made of each footprint., However, the
footprints were never positively identified by either the

MPD- or 'the FBI.

" Upon '.Learning where the shot was fired from, Dollahite

and Maley ran out of the motel courtyard, turned north on
Mllberry_ to Huling and west on Huling toward S.. Main. Maley
stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the
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north end of the building. Howevet Dollahite oohtirmed'nxming
(w1th gun drawn) to S Main and turned south on S. Main.
Dollah:.te noticed a rumber of patrons in Jim's G&:lll at 418
'S. Main. He ran into the cafe and o;-dered everyohe to remain
seated and not to leave. Iollahite then stopped mnmrily
at Canipe's Amsement Company located .‘at 424 S. Main where
he observed a green bed spread lying in the doorway partially -
~-covering a blué suitcase and a box contammg a rifle.. As he
contirmed down S. Main a sl'lort distance near a fenced-in .
parking area, Dollahite observetl Lt. Ghormley and another
- officer coming north on S, Main. Dollahite turned around
‘at that point and walked back to Canipe's'stote ahead of
Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the pu:tpose of
securing the front of the bu:.ldmg After he took up his
position, Douglass and Wright drove up in the lead car.

Other offlcers who did not climb down the retaining
wall at the rear of the ‘fire» station and run to the motel”
‘are Ghormley, Gross and Berry. After rmm.ng to the
retaining wall and observing the people poi‘ntihg to the
bulldmg on S. Main St., Berry came back to the fire station
entrance, jumped in a cruiser and drove north on S. Main to
the first interseotion at Huling where he stopped the car -

in the street and secured that area.

bl
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C'u‘nrmley and Gross also reurmed t:o the . front of

' the fire station after first ruming to the retaining wall.
They both turned north on S. Main and ran toward Huling.
Ghormley stopped at Canipe's &msanent Co. where he observed
what'appea.:red to be a blanket partially covering a blue
suitcase and a Brommg rifle box with about a foot of the
barrel of a r:Lfle exposed.

The apparent discrepancies in the statements of

Ghormley and Dollahite can be accoum:éd for only by the
mass cdnfusi&n vhich must have occurred immediately after
the shooting. However, it appeaz.s that Dollahlte first |

| observed the bundle while rumming south on S Mam with
his gun drawn. But, he contimed past Cam.pe s Armsement
Campany and after he saw Ghormley and the other officer
coming north he Lurned around and took up a position on the .
opposite side of the streét Vfrom Canipe's.
- Guy H. Carxipé, the owner of Canipe's Amusement Co.,
informed Ghormley that a white male had just dropped the
bindle in front of his door a mimute or two earlier and had
run south on 8. Main. Ghormley radioed fhis information to
headquérters and stood guard over the articles. - Shortly there-
after, Canipe told Ghormley that a white Mistang automobile |
had left the area at a high rate of speed after the ﬁmdle was
dropped. Ghormley also radioed this info;mation to headquarters.
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Accordin;g to the transcript of the MPD radio tapes
. (MPD James Earl Ray SLlpplaxm@ts, Att_:oi-ney General'.s copy,
Supplement 79, p.1714) THCt‘Lhit 10 advised the dispatcher
that Dr. King had been shot at the Iorraine Motel at 6:03p.m.
By 6:06p.m., the dispatchér had ordered a ciréie formed
© around the Lorraine Motel and the buildings west of the -
| mtel on S. Main. Pbreover pat:rol cars and other ‘Tact
* Units had begun to arrive on the scene. At 6:07p.m. Tact
Unit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon was in front
" of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main.
| At 6:08p.m. the subjeot was described as a well-dressed,young,
yhite‘balé. At 6:i0p.tn. ‘the dispetoher‘relayed_ihfomation ,
from Tact Unit 10, that the sob'.j.ect had left the area in a
late model white Mgsténg.

The men in the Tact thits and patrol cars kept the
area sealed off, directed traffic and checked out suspicious: :
individuals whlle detectives fran the Homicide Squad 1nvest1—
gated the scene. Inspector Vevelyn E. Zachary of the MPD
Hom1c1de Squad” arrlved at the Lorraine Motel at approximately
6:15p.m., and by 6: 30p m. he had taken custody of the bundle
of articles found in the doorway of Canipe's Amusement.

: Zachary turned the bundle, ‘e}.ccep,t for a tee shirt and pair
of Shorts over to the FBI at about 9:30 or lO-OOp m. The
tee shJ.rt and shorts were also turned over to the FBI after
the lamdry marks were checked with local laundrles (Interw.ew
of forme; Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary, September 15, 1976,

App. B).
~46-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




B. The FBI ‘Tirvestigatim -Of 'Ihe Aesassirmation

- 1.. The Department of Justice Response and FBI
Performance

-a. The Murder. At apprommately 6 OO p.m. on
Apnl 4 1968 Dr. Martm Luther ng Jr , was stand:ng
on the balcony outside of his room at the Lorraine Motel
" in Memphis, Tennessee Mxnents later, Dr K.Lng was shot .
by a high power rifle and then rushed to St. Joseph's
‘Hospital. At 7:05 p.m. he was pronounced dead. The

" cause of death was a'bullet wound which tore the major

neck blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the v

" root of the neck (Manphls 44-1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see

autopsy report App. A, Ex. 3). A _
b. Top Pnorlty Investlgatlon Ordered -'Ihe Menp‘ﬁis ’

Pollce Department was :uxmedlately aware of the King assault
 and proomptly notJ.f:Led the FBI Memphls Field Office headed by
SAC Robert G. Jensen SAC Jensen telephonlcally relayed the
inforIiation to Washington where Director Hoover _and’"’Attorney
General Clark were informed. The Memphis Field Offiee was
directed' on the evening of Apnl 4, 1§68 to 'intrediate;.l_j} conduct
a full investigation of the matter as a poss:.ble v101at10n
of 18 U.s.C. 241 the civil nghts consplracy stat:ute (HQ 44~
38861—109)
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This directive soon becam.e national in scope with
SAC s in all ¥BI Fleld Offlces bemg ordered by teletype
on April 7, 1968, to participate-and conduct a top pnorlty
mvestlgatlon under their personal superv-lsmn .This meant
: -all leads were to be afforded mmed:.ate, thorough and’
Jmagmatlve attentlon and all pos31b111.t1es from such leads
.exhausted Also 24 hours was set as the perlod after receipt
of a lead mthm whlch the J.nvestlgatlon and reportlng must
be completed All SAC's were to bear personal responsibility
 for any failure to handle the J.rrvestlgatlon (HQ 44-38861-153).

c. Progress of the Investlgatlon The breadth of
' this top prlont:y mvestlgatlon 1s repeatedly ev1denr~ed in
the Murkin flles. All informant sources - rac:.al security
and criminal - were immediately alerted and contacte_d for
information. lflfhe' KKK and other hate groups as well as
md:Lv1duals known to have violent orocllvitles were eheclced.'

The files were checked for prior threats against Martin Luther

o King, Jr. (HQ-M—3886l—2649)"' ‘Name checks were contitmously

belng made on Selectlve Service records c:.ty and telephone

dlrectones ~drivers llcense bureaus motor vehicle divisions,

flnmcn.al institutions, credit records, cn.mlnal and civil

records marrlage l:Lcenses publ:Lc ut:Lllty rolls unions,

common carrier passenger lists and more (e g. HQ 44—38861—233) .
(1) Bessie Brewer's Rocming House.. Key lnformatlon

was - developed early at Bessie Brewer's Roaming House whence
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~ the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens

o and W:Llh.am C. Anchutz were mtemewed and a physmcal
descnptmn of a suspect was obtained.

Bess:.e Brewer, resident manager of‘ the roaming house
-- explalned that a "John Willard" reglstered with her Aprll 4,

- between 3: 00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m 'He was first directed to
Rocm 8, but- reJected it because it had a stove and refrig-
erator l Instead, he asked for a sleeping room only and
accepted Room 5-B in the rear of the hostelry This room
provided a window with a v:.ew of Dr. King's room at the
Lorraine Motel. Mrs. Brewer described the new tenant as
a white male approx:lmately 35 years of age 5' .Ll" to 6' tall :
weighing 180 pounds with a medium buJ.ld and present:l.ng a neat
clean appearance (Manph:.s 44-1987 Sub Sec. 1715) . |

Stephens, who was in h:Ls room on the afternoon of
April 4, remenbers hearing footsteps between Room 5- B
and the bathroom. He also ranezrbers the bathrocm bemo
occupied for cons:Lderable perlods of time - 20 to 30 m:l.nutes -
without water running or the t011et being flushed except for '
the last visit. 'Ihls last visit ended when he heard what
he is certaln was a gun shot Interrupted by the shot,
Stephens opened hlS door to the hallway to see a man rurming
down the hallway carrymg a large wrapped bundle As this
man ran down the hall in the dlrectlon of Anchutz, Stephens
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_ recalls bellev:.ng that he had seen th:Ls person earller
_that afternoon with Mrs Brewer St:ephems d.escrlbed him
as a wh:Lte male of average bulld in hls 30's, 5 10" to 11"
A_ tall welghmg 165 pounds and’ wearmg a dark suit presentmg
. a neat clean appearance (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1) .
Like Stepha'ls Anchutz was a residedt Idf the rooming
_house and in hls room at the time of the shoot:mg Also
like Stephens Anchutz occupied a room ad_] acent to "John
Willard." He recalls watc_hlng telev:Lsmn in hls room that
afternocn when he hea:rd a gun shot. | Iudlediately; he went
to the door and as he opened it saw a man r’unning toward him.
This man covered his faf'e as he ran and carr:Led a blanket
‘wrapped bundle Anchutz addressed the man, saying: "I
tlr:ught I heard a shot " .The man responded.. "Yeh, it was a
‘ shot.'f Anchutz described the man as 6; tall with a slim
build and in his 30's (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1).
(2) Canipe Amusanent Ccmpanz 'Ihe Canlpe Amuse:cmt

_ Company is located at 424 South Maln Street and is just a

short distance from Bes_s:t.e Brewer's Rooming House at 422%
South Main S'treet In the-recessed entrance-ito‘ Caraipe Company

a blanket wrapped bundle (presumably the bundle Stephens |

and Anchutz saw) contammg valuable pleces of phys1cal

ev1dence was recovered shortly after the shootmg
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The store owner, Guy W Can:l.pe and two customers '
_ Bernell Fn.nley and Jullus L. Graham were in the store at the
time of the assassmatmn Each was mterv:.ewed by the
 FBI and descrlbed hea:nng a "thud" whlch ch'ew their attention,
and as they looked to see what had happened, they observed |
| &1e blarﬂcet'wrapped bundle :Ln the"ent'rance' At the same

time, they saw a man dressed in a dark SLL'Lt walkmg rapldly
south on the s:.dewalk away ﬁcm the bundle A few moments
" later, they said, a white compact autcmobile - possibly a
| Mustang - proceeded north on South Main Street at a high
rate of speed. “The male was‘described‘. as whit‘:e,( approximately
30 years of age with .a medium build, '5'10" to 6" tall and
welgh.mg 160 to 180 pounds (Manph:.s 44—1987 Sub A sec 1).

. The bundle, after belng discovered at Cam.pe s doorway
by a member of a Memphis Police Department Tactical Squad
first came into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the

- Memphis Pollce Departma'lt s Homicide Bureau. I.ater in t:he

 evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.,

‘ Inspecter Zachary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen who
frmediately had it flown by agent courler to Washington for
‘laboratory. examination (Memphis 44-1987-610).' The bundle
contained a Model 760 Remington Gamemaster rlfle, 30-06
Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag The bag contained

various toilet articles along with a pair of men's underwear
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w1th laundry tags "a pair of bmoculars two'cams of
beer, and a paper bag bea.r:mg an advertlsement for York
- Arms’ Canpany, Manphls 'I'ennessee, with a York Arms Company
cash sales rece:.pt dated. Apnl 4 1968 ('Manph:l.., 44-1987
‘ Sub A sec l) ‘
: (3) Informatlon and Phys:.cal Ev:.dence T:.acked The

:mvestlgatlon contmued w1th empha51s on tracmg all physical
evidence and mformatlon recelved To thJ.s end a sea:rch
.of all Menpms area hotels and motels was 1n:Lt_Lated for
the source of the blanket and bar of soap found in the blue
z:Lpper bag. Also reglstratlons at area irms were exatnned
for the unknown suspect who fled the roouu.ng house and who
lm.ght be’ drlvmg a whlte compact automoblle At the same
t1me the rlfle, scope, bmoculars cans of beer, laundry
tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38861-139) .
j o The rlfle and scope: were qu:.ckly traced to the Aero
‘Marine Supply Campany in Blrmmcham Alabama The rifle
‘was sold to a "Harvey Lowmyer" March 30 1968. The scope.,‘.' ‘
o -along with a second nfvle,,was purchased March’ 29,,. 1968,
but "lmmyer" exchanged this rifle 'the following day for .
the one recovered at the Canlpe Anusement Company Accord-
ing to the Aero Marlne salesman, 'Immyer explamed that
he talked with his brother and was adV'J.sed a more powerful

r:_.fle was ~necess_ary for deer huntlng in Wisconsin. However,
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a labératory’—‘}é.icémination of this returned rifle revealed
that it was clogged with cosmoline (a he_avyrg;‘fease flrearm
Preservative) and could n'ot.be' loaded and ’reaé}iéd to fire
(HQ 44-38861-432). The salesman also.provided a physical
description bf."meyer" which matched those previously .
obtained (HQ 44-38861-180). -

" The paper bag and the sales receipt -fro_;n York Arms
Campany '1ed agents to the Memphis sore where ﬂv.e.binocnﬁars '
were purchased. The York Arms salesman explained that he
sold the pair of binoculars at approximately 4:00 p.m.

April 4, 1968, to a white male matching the descriptions
previously cbtained (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1). By
g:hecking the manufacturer's can codes and distribution records,
the two beer cans were traced to ‘Southhaven Mirmow Shop,

. Southhaven, Mississippi (HQ 44-38861-1360).

The center of the investigation shifted from Memphis
to Birmingham on April 9, when the search of Memphis imms
focused on the Rebel Motel and the April 3 registration
record of an Eric Starvo Galt. It was already known ‘that -
the rifle and scope were purchased in Birmingham and the
Galt registration also pointed to Birmingham. The registra-
tion record aroused interest Becaus,,e Galt registered for the
night of April 3 only, listed a Birmingham address and drove a
Mistang with Alsbama License plates, (HQ 44-38861-1180)..

~53-
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The possibility of a link between Eric Starvo
Galt and the unknown subject was pursued in Alabama by the
' Bl:rmmgham and Mobile offices. In theirl'pm'mlit they
" learned that on August 29, 1967, Galt purchased a 1966
4'w‘nite M.xsténg'a'u"combile'. The Bureau agents also 1earned
that the State of Alabama issued a motor vehicle operator s
license in October 1967 to Erlc Starvo Galt, 2608 nghland
Averne, Birmingham, Alabama._ The physical description
obtained from this iicehse matched those previo@sly received:
vhite male, bom| | 5'11" tall, 175 pounds with
blue eyes and ‘brown hair (HQ 44—38861—1180)
When the :anestlgatlon moved to Galt's Blrmmgham
: address it was learned that Galt lived there in late August
‘until early October 1967. Because of the length of this
contact, emphasis was placed on developing information on
Galt's background. Significantly, it was learned that during .
his Blmnngham sojourn Galt expressed én‘enthus,iastic '
interest in danc:Lng and atfended dancing school there
(HQ .44~38861-607) . ,
| (4) los _A_ngeles Soon after the Birixﬁ-.nghém cormmection

was uncovered Los Angeles became a ‘focal point in the mvestl—‘

~ gation. The s1gm_f1cance of 1os Angeles became apparent
h Aprll 11 with the lmowledge of four facts.
~ One, when onApril 11, 1968, the Bureau located Galt s
 abandoned Mustang in Atlanta a search of it mdlcated that
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Galt had had :Lt semced twice in the Los Ange]es area
(HQ 44-38861-989) . | |

'IWo also .incident to the search of the Mustang a
fragment of eardboard tormn from a Kleenex box was found.

_ On it were the names and Los Angeles "adéhfesses of Anita
Katzwinkel and Ginger Nance (HQ 2&4?38861—989)7 o

Three, laundry markings from the recovered underwear
- were tracked to Home Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning,
HolLywood, California (HQ 44-38861-885). The following
' day agents learned that the name Eric Starvo Galt appeared
in the laundry's records: :

. lastly, a pair of pliers recovered from the blue
zipper bag were traced to the Rompage Hardware Store which
is within five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry
Cleaning (HQ 44-38861-1174) .

Since it was known that while in Birmingham Galt
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in the
Los Angeles area were checked. Gal‘h"s name appeared in
" the records of the National Dance Studlo Los Angeles
| (44—38861—1293)

| Eventually, the dance studio contact- proved to be
most important because it was through an :.nter\n.ew with the
dance studio cwner that a photograph of Eric Starvo Galt was

finally obtained. The cwner keyed the agents ‘to an interest
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© Galt had expressed in at:tendmg a bartend.mg school .
(45(0] 44—38861-1066) Checklng the area, the Internatlonal

School of _B_artendmg was loca_t:ed an_d it provided Galt's

- graduation photograph. For the first time, agents were

able to s.ee and distribute a photo of their subj ect. To be
sure of maximm ch.sseimnatlon, the photo was circulated amcng
the news medla (HQ 44—38861—967)

Wh:Lle in Los Angeles Galt first lived at the Serrano
Apartments and later at the St. Francis Hotel. Persons
contacted at these locations called him a 'loner" and
described him as a person who' kept to hlmself A departure
from this characterization, however, was reported by Charles
Stein who, at no expense to hirhself , rode with Galt in the
Mustang from Los Angeles to New Orieazms end return. '-

Stein explained that he and his sister Rita Stein met
- Galt through their cousin Marie Martm who was worklng as a .
bar mald at the Sultan Bar located ln the St Hanus Hotel |
Galt had mentioned to Martin that: he was planm.ng to drive ‘
to New Orleans and she asked if he would be ‘willing to give -
- her cousin a ride there in order to pick up,her ‘children.

He agreed but it was Charles ‘and not Rita who went along
with Galt (RQ 44-38861-1117).
Notwa.thstand.mg the 1nformat:1.on Stem prov:Lded the

inVestlgatJ.on moved no closer to locatmg VG,altA. New Orleans
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wasb scoured for clues and although Gilt's ‘hotel-and room
were located the effort was fruitless (HQ 44-38861-1197).
Stein also stated éalt made s,évérai telephone calls fram
pay telepﬁones_. along the way but an exhaustive search of
countless telephone records, mumbers and subscribers
produced nothing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). Lastly, Stein
explained that Galt conditioned the ride to New Orleans
an Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Martin joining
George Wallace's American Independent Party. Each joined
but again the ensuing investigation of this lead learned
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003). ' |

. (5) Atlanta. On April 11, 1968, a citizen call c,an*e-
through to the- Atianta Police Department reporting the missing
white Mustang. According to this caller and another pérson,
both interviewed by the FBI, the abandoned Mustang was parked
shortly before 9:00 a.m. April 5, 1968, by a lone man matching
Galt's description. The discovery of Galt's Mustang immediately
caused agents to seek out any additional contacts by Galt in
Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989). ‘

. Because Galt was believed to-use low cost rooming houses
all such establishments ‘were contacted for any sign of him.
‘Success was found at Jimmie Dalton Gaidnef"é ‘Rooming House

' where Galt regi.stered"}March 24, 1968. Although Galt was

nowhere to be’ found, 1§.e had left evidence behind. - Found

{
{
|
|
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~in his rodny'zere»a booklet, "Ycurbépdrtmiities in Iock-
smithing' and a collection of maps.. One of these maps
was of the. cityi of Atlanta with the residence of Martin |
Luther King, jr. , and the headquarters of SCLC ci_tcled
HQ 44—38861—967) | | |
Other evidence of Galt s presence in Atlanta was
received from the Piedmont Laundry where records showed
he picked up laundry April 5, 1963 (HQ 44—38861—.3627) .
| (6) Galt Tdentified as James Earl Ray. Knowing that

Galt returned to Atlanta after the assassmatlon all con-
celvable modes of transportatmn in, around and out of
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44—38861—907). However, Galt's
trail was cold; there was no ev1dence as to where he fled
fram Atlanta. - |

| The ‘Bure’au became worried because with each passing
" hour Galt's chances of avoiding capture became better and
better. Therefore, the mvestlgatlve emphasis shifted from-
following Galt s trall to 1dent1fymg Galt.. In an effort.
to accomplish this the Bureau initiated a canparative searcl';
‘of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Galt's
(one fn’.ngerpriﬁt was recovered frcm.th'é rifle; a second from
~ the binoculars; and a third from the map of Atlanta found
in Galt's room) aéamst fingerprints -of white male fugitives.

To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative.
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| However, the specdatlon pald off when on Aprll 19, 1968,
James Earl Ray s fmgerpr:\.nt card c:ompared :Ldem_lcally
HQ 44—38861—1575)

_ Wlth the dlscovery that Eric Starvo Galt was James
Earl Ray, the mvestlgatlon was redlregted to a search
of Ray's whereabouﬁs since the time of his April 23, 1967,
escape from Missouri State Prison. Through -the months of
April and May4 the Ray-Galt steps were traced. Eventually,
 the Bureau was able to accotrit for 'Ray“s whereabouts almost
_confinuously since his escépe. Nevertheless,}hi.v(s trail
remained cold beyond Atlanta on Apr:.l 5, 1968 (‘LIQ 4438861~
'3509 and see Chronology infra). .

In cormectlon with thelr search Ray s famlly was
1dent1f1ed located, phys:.cally survellled and periodically
interviewed for information (E.G., HQ 44-38861-.3987). Also,
prison irmates and aésociates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861-
3502) as well as his military record perused (HQ 44-38861-1616).
But, no clues developed. Ray's -family said they knew nof:hing;

they had not heard fram nor been in contact with James and did

not know of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-;1114-27) . Prison
inmates and associates told tales of bounties offered for
“the death of Dr. 'King ‘but e:chaﬁs;ive in;(estigat:f.qrxs could not
substantiate their claims (e.g., HQ 44-38861-3767).

Frustrated, the Director prepared a memorandum for the

-59-
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- Attorney General dated May 13, 1968 in which re explains

that extensive investigation has not resulted in any new -

_de‘\}'elopnents heyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefore, the
‘Director requested author:.zatlon for telephone and micro-
phone survelllance on Ray fanu_ly members The request,
however, was never acted upon (HQ 44 38801 3509)

(7) Passport Search. From an J.nterv:Lew w:Lth a former

| cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Prlson 1t was learned
v that Ray apprec1ated the ease w.1.th wh.rcl* a persor living
in Canada could obtain a false passport (HQ 44—38861 3889)
Though it is not clear that the cellmate's camments pre-
.‘ cmltated a search of Canadlan passports lcsued since Ray's
AprJ.l 23, 1967 escape, :Lt is kno«m that on ‘the request of |
the FBI Legat in Canada such a search was conducted by the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police. A passport search was also
conducted in Mexico and the Unlted States (HQ 44-38861-4445).
o Though the search went through a staggering number
of applications and was based on the oonpar:.son of Ray s
photograph to those su}::mltted with the appllcatlon, it proved
to be the necessary break in picking up Ray s trail. At
9:30 p m. June 1, 1968 The’ Legal attache, Ottawa,
Canada, called the Bureau to adv:Lse that after rev:Lewmg

some 175,000 appl-J.catJ.ons the RCMP located a passport issued
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. |

A;Sril 24, 196§ .‘un'der the name Ramon '.George' Sneyd which
contained a photogreph very defiiﬁrely' s:.mllar o Ray
|(HQ 44-38861-4190). |
'fhe passport was filed by the Kermedy Travel
Agency in Toronto, Canada. - Incident to 'their investi--
gation, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police contacted the
travei egency and cbtained a hand printed .note from Sneyd
concerning his appiicarﬁ'_on. ' The note cogethervwith the
'passport photo and a latent palm prmt were”f‘om;arded to
tﬁe Bureaﬁ ‘for iaboratcry exanu.natlon which conicluded that
Ray and Sneyd were the same person (HQ 44—38861 4262 4263).
(8) Ray Apprehended The Kermedy Trave] Agency also

prov1ded information that Sneyd purchased a round trip air
| ticket from Torcnto to London depart:mg May 6 and returning
May 21, 1968 But New Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd
turned in the retwrn portion of the fare and received 2
May 7, 1968 tlcket to Llsbon, Port:ugal plus a $14 60 voucher
' (HQ 44~38861—43l9)
Inmlgratlon authorlt:les in L:ston were mmedlately
contacted. It was. lea:med that Ray had entered Lisbon
| May 7 but had exlted for ]_ondon May 17 1968 (HQ 44-38861-
4725)
| Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd At
11 15 a.m. , June 8 1968, Ray was apprehended by officers of
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New Scotland Yaxd while he was passmg through Brltlsh

:an:Lgratlon offlces in the London Airport. At the time
he was planming a Flight to Brussels, Belgiun (HQ 44-38861-
4616). ' - o

2. Alleged Conspiracies -

therally scores of alleged consp:.rac:.es were
comnun:.cated to the Bureau Fram the date of the assas-
" sination in Aprll 1968, even wup to th:Ls date, the FBI
“has been approached by TIMEYrous perscns Wlth stor:Les
which purport to 1dent1fy a consp:Lracy to klll King.
' These stories involved the w:Ldest range of perpet:rators
A ,and part1c1pants as well as motlves To the extent
that these leads were pursued ‘the Bureau was put in
. the rathe;r: difficult pos:.t:Lon of conductmg an mvestl-
gatn.on which ranged far beyond the concrete ev1dence
that had already been obtamed When the leads were
:Ln fact bogus ones, the FBI was . attenptlng to prove a
negatlve :Ln each reported case. With a controvers:.al
f:Lgure, ‘such as Dr King, the pOSSlbllltles of conspiracy
were numerous. Consequently, the Bureau s credibility
would necessanly be strained, g:.ven its past relation-
sh:Lp W’.Ltn the civil r:.ghts leader, unless each story was

dlsproved Yet the Bureau attempted to cover each lead.
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As pre\fioﬁsly stAated,v eac_h SAC was held -pérs‘c_:nal-ly"
responsible for an expedited and thorough review.
 'Based on our review of the files", the task force
is satisfied that the FBI did a credible and thorovgh
job in attempting to identify any possible conspiracy
of persons who could have been irvolved in the murder.
In each of the allegations received, the Bure'au.‘iu’mediately
interviewed the person who was the sdurée of the allegétion
where thlswas possible (i.e. where the source was not
anonymous) .  In situations where the complaint was ‘ot an -
" obvious hoax the Bureau then atﬁer:@ted immediately to
) identify the alleged participants and interview them.
Where ther.e was.mot a satisfactory explanation to dispel
' the allegation concerning such matters as whereabox‘lts or
associations, the Bureau then would check ﬁn:ther This
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the
ultimate. deg'ree. Judgment based on experience dictated
many of the decisions. .

These judgments were also tempered by a critical

factor. Within fifteen days after the murder, the FBI

was convinced that Galt and Ray were the same pei'son,‘ .
that this individual purchased the rlfle,' rented the
room across from the Lorraine Motel, and fired the shot

that killed Dr. King. While there were many other people
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