who were entagonistic toward Dr. King end uahy whh |
had apparently discussed killing h.un any successful
conspiracy would have to have ihvoived Ray based on the
_'evi;dezmce at hand. In all the years following the assas-
~ sination,  the investi’gation has failed to reveal any
; COnneetion betﬁeen eny'alleged cohspiratdr(s):and James
Earl Ray including those alleged by Ray himself. Indeed, -
the oyerwhelndng evidence indicaﬁes»that Ray was almost |
totaily‘alone during'ﬁhe year after_his.escape.fran the
dbhssourl State Prlson
A We have not addressed here the Bureau s handllng of
partlcular consplracy leads because of the large mumber of
allegatlons 1nvolved. Bureau_flles_eah be checkedlfor each
reported_lead and the resuiting‘inyestigation'on'ﬁhet lead

_ traced to its conclueionL
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C. The Story of James Earl Ray

- L. Chronolocy of Ray's Act:lv:.t:.es On and
After Apr:.l 23, 1967

On Sunday, the 23rd of April 1967, after he had _
, _ ' - April 23, 1967
served seven years of a twenty year sentence for armed
robbery in the Missouri State Penitentiary ét Jgfferson :
City, James Earl Ray escaped. When a truck appeared at
the prison bakery where Ray wm_:ked, a bread box was -
carried onto the truck to be delivered to a nearby prison "
farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box,
end later fled from the prison truck at a stop prior to its
: ' L *
reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Huie, pp.24-27.) %
Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City
A April 24-23
(Huie, p.27). On the third day he burglarized a ‘
trailer sitting by the Missouri River taking-a blanket
and food (Huie, p.27).  For the next three "nights he made
his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City

*/ Ray has prov:Lded varying accounts of his escape from

prison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension.
The task force's most credible view of his statements has

been used here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew
the Dreamer, Huie, William Bradford; Delacorte Press, New York,
1968 ZHere:Lnafter, I'_Iuie); All other citations herein are for
serials in the Bureau's MJRKIN file, HQ 44-38861. The task
force has obtained xerox copies of Ray's correspondence with -
Mr. Huie which reflect the adm:.ss:.ons cited by Huie.
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to a city large enough so he would not be noticed and
took a train to St. Iouis. He then took a taxicab to
East St. Louis, called a friend who drove him to Edwards-
ville whence he caught a bus for Cﬁicago (Huie, p.28).
On May 3rd, Ray secured work for the next eight
weeks as a dishwasher and cook's helper 'at,the'Indian ey
Trail Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, and resided at
2731 North Sheffield 1n Chicégo under the name Joln L.
Rayns. He purchased'a 1959 Chrysler automobile from
a private owner on June 5th for $200 (5448). On -
June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the
test on June 12th (5394). Ray moved from his
. ‘Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on June 17th
where he paid one week's reﬁt (5118). Ray was issued
a driver's pemmit in the name of Jotm L. Rayns for the -
State of Illinois on June 2lst (5394). During the week
of June 19t;h Ray left his job, and requested that his
final paycheck be forwarded to the Lunt Street address,
which it was (5118).
Thereafter, on July 14, Ray purchased a 1962
Plymouth auton*obile from a commercial dealer in East
St. louis, Iilinois, and transfen;:ed the licensed
plates from the Chrysler to the Plymouth (5413; Huie,
P-39). Leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Ray proceeded
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to‘MJntreal, -Canada, via hﬁianapélis, .Detroit and -
.Windsor (Huie, p.40) . His prime objective was
ailegediy to sécure a Canadl.an passﬁort: (idem p.41).

-As John L. ‘Rayns, he registered for an overnight

| stay at th'e:Bqurgard Motei in Dorion, just west éf
Montreal (idem; p.43; 5437%).

Next, Ray first used the. .:ali'as Erlc S. Galt

when he signed a six monith lease for an apartment’

'in the Harkay Apartments, 2589 Notre Dame East, in
Montreal (2192; Huie, p.43). Ray then allegedly

~ held up a food St.:Ore'stealing'$1700. (Huie, p.47). |
The following day he spent $300 for new clothes af the
Tip Top Tailors, 488 Sﬁ. Catherine West, had his hair
cut and a manicure at the Queeh Elizabeth Hotel (Huie‘,
p.48). He also ordéred on July 2lst a $75 tailor-made
suit at the English'and Scotch Woolen Company (4692).
(A month and a half later, by a letter from Birmingham
dé.ted September 6, 1967, this tailoring' company was -
instructed by Ray to.send the finished garment to him '
at his then Birmingham dddress.) Three days later. Ray July 24
ordered three sex books' from Futura Books, Inc , :Ln
Tnglewood, California, (2192); and on July 28th, he - July 28

enrolled in a correspondence course at the Locksmithing

Institute, Little Falls, New Jersey (2068). Both matters

were-paid by Canadian money orders.’

-67-
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Ray vacationed, begimming July 30ﬁh, at th.e. - .july 30- |
4 > . August 5

Gray Rocks Inn on Lake Ouirmet in thé Laurentian ‘ '
Mountains seeking, according to Ray, contact wj_tl'}

a: respectablé woman té vouch for him on a passport '

aﬁplication. "He was ''picked up!' by a female Canadlan

Goverrment employee and her g:i;ifriend and spent the .

next few days with them before leaving on August 7th;

The two women followed, stayed overnight with Ray in

Montrezl on August 7th, and then returned to their

residences in Ottawa (Huie, pp.51-53; 5402). On

Aﬁgﬁst’ ‘9th, he-purchésed By mbney ordeﬁ .é formula _for :

making glass for a two-way mirror (2192): Then, on -

August 19th, Ray visited the goverrmeﬁt eﬁzployee in

Ottawa, but did not importune her to a.ésisﬁ him on his .

passport appllcatlon (Huie,..p.54). _

During the approxmately two and one—half - "Raoul"
contact o
. months of Ray's stay in Canada he relates meetmg an . dates July 18-
C : ' - CAug. 8 & throughz

underworld character named ''Raoul’. After negotlatlons Aug. 18
| Ray stated to author Huie, that he engaged m smuggling

»_operétions w:Lth "Rz'a,oul'} and then proceeded to ﬁimEghmn

_to meet "Raoul" at the 1atﬁer'é d‘i-_rec_t-i_.on, Meanwhile, .. Aug. 18-20

he stayed at the Town. and Country Motel, Ottawa, from '

August 18th to August 20th (5502). Wha‘teve,r may be
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the truth of the story, Ray left Montreal, met his-

brother at Northbrooke, Illinois, gave his Plymouth.
car to his brother,Jerry Ryan, (5413), proceeded
from Northbrooke of Chicago to Birmingham,-stayed
August 26th at the Granada Hotel, 2230 Fourth 1
Averue as Joln L. Rayns (5400; Huie; p.61), and that
same day also took a room in the name Eric S. Galt
at the Economy Rooms, 2608 Highland Averme (2324).
Two days later Ray, as Galt, giving the Highlandi
‘Averue address,.reﬁted safety deposit- box No. 5517
at the Main Office, Birmingﬁam‘Trusﬁ,NatiOnal Bank
(2323; Ruie, ‘p._62)‘. ' The access record on fhis»-
‘box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; from .»
1:52p.m. to 1:56p.m. on September 5; from 11:05
to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and from 10:16a.m.
- to 10:19a.m. on September 28 (2323)..

The ﬁtmchase‘of a white 1966 Ford Mustang was
accomplished at t_:he»e'nd of August by .answering a
- newspaper ad on’the-29th of August and paying $1995 in
cash to William D. Paisley.on the 30th (628). All |
this checks with'ﬁhe car. purchase chronology Ray .
‘himself admitted to author William Bradford Huie
(Huie, pp.61-63; Ray's self—serving attribu'tion»of
"Raou1">aé-the one who dirécted him ﬁo buy the.car
and who supplied the cash is uncorroborated).

-69-
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Ray as Eric Starvo Galt, applied for and was September 6
- ‘issued Alabama driver's license to JJN 4143 .
The éigna_mr‘e matches the othe._r héndwritn‘ngs of the
same name (4143). At some point during his étay in
‘Birmingham, Ray purchased a .38 revolver which was
found on his person on his arrest in Heathrow Airport,
London, England (1422). |
» On September 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly September 12
dance classes at the Continental Dance Club Studios
(2324). The Modern Photographic Book Publishing |
Co. Inc., of New York City received a coupon o;,':der | September 26
from Eric S. Galt 'fér a photo book (633) and a letter |
. by Ray as Galt written September 26, asking that the
| book not be sent as he was moving and would give the
changed address later (4143). . The handwriting was
| identical with Ray's (4143). - | |
Ray purchased a bank draft from the Exchange Septémbé; 28.
Security Bank, 5 points' South Branch, Birmingham - | :
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and
this accompanied an order on that company for a Kodak
_ Super 8 movie cameré,'. a projector, a splicer and a 20
foot ‘rar{o'ce control cable; .ﬁr_ice $337:24 (1135). The
' Réy typed a note to the £ilm company _séven days
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later in which he acknowledged receipt of the items
he had ordered but r'étu:medthe movie camera as’ the
wrong -one; he stated he was leavmg for Mexico on IY
October 7 and would send a new address to wh:Lch
the correct movie camer_a could be forwarded (4143).
Oon September 30th, Ray paid only for his room. (2118).:
Ray, as Galt, was ‘issued Alabéma license tags'
No.1-38993 -for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexico

cn_October 6 (Huie, p.66). On the 8th of Oétobef, October

Ray purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance poli;:y . October
(1904). He reached Acapulco oﬁ‘October 10th, proceeded "October
“to Guad‘alajara on October 15th and left there on | | .
the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jaiisco, I;Iéxico,. : VOctob-_er
erriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496). He g0 oo

registered in Room 212 of the Hotel Rio at Morelos 86
on this date; his "Galt" signatdre aﬁd writings match October 22
his other Galt writings (4143). Galt typed a letter |
to the fllm ccmpany to ask for a refund to the Puerto
' Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera
which had been mailed meamvh:.le to his vacated
Blrnu.ngham address (4143). Agaln the wrlttedsmgnatui'e
on this note matched the string of Galt" signatures.

(4143). For some reason (Huie says Ray said he wanted = November 6-13
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‘ | “

va week in a more exoens:Lve room in a hotel on the
beach.) (Hule P. 81) Ray switched hotels, gomg
from the Rio to the Hotel ’I‘rop:.cana (1219), He

" spent most of . his t:.me m the perlod from October .

19 to November 13 1967, with a girlfriend, Irma
Morales, whose true name is Manuela Agu:.rre Medrano
(1219) and poss:.bly another female named ’\Ima
(uie, p.8). o

‘ Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove ‘to Los .
Angeles where he rented an apartment at 1535 North
Serrano Avenue on the 19th of November. (668; Huie,
p. 85) He then wrote a typed letter to the Superlor
,Bulk Film Company, Ch:Lcago to forward to his new L
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak -
" movie camera; the s1gnatm:e on this letter matches
the other "Galt" signatures (4143). ‘ .

In this second week of hlS stay in Los Angeles

_Ray began a series of six v151ts to a clinical _
psychologist, Dr. Mark O. Freeman, in hopes of -
‘overcoming hlS shyness, gaining social cohfider‘lce,
4 learnihg' self—hyphosis to gain re]-.axation', sleep and

remember things better.
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Apparentiy; in a ﬁ_n:ther seif—:znrprovanerlt step, “
Ray enrolled in a course of dancmg mstructlorns with }
the owner of bthe National Dmce' Stndio 2026‘Pacific
| -Avenue I.ong Beach California (4143) On Deéemher
l3th Ray wrot:e hls Blrmlngham bank to close his December 13
safety dep051t_ box (2323). He paid $lOO on the ' Déacembef 14
dancing lesson. contfaét on the 14th of Deéember, left
laundry at‘ the Avalon Cleaners & Laundry, Inc.
5662, Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, on the followmg - December 15
day-ticket No. 31053 and laundry mark "20R-3" made
'by a Thermo Seal marking machine (4143); and alvso
on December 15th Ray, as _Galt. still, began a round
trip drive w1th Charles J. Stein, 5666 Franklin
- Avenue, los Angeles, to New Orleans in Ray's white'
Mn.stang to pick up Stein's -sister's two small children
‘(4143) Stein and Ray arrlved in New Orleans on the Decenber 17
17th the latter reglsterlng at the Prcvmcn.al Hotel
»‘1024 Chartes Street, Poom 126 (5399). . 'The "Galt"
registration card _signathre mtched the string of
such signaﬁ;res in Ray's ‘odysseyand he 'furthef
recorded that he was driving a Mustang with Alabama
license No. l-38993 and gave his address as’ 2608
Highland Avenue Blrmlngham (4143)
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- Ray checked out before the L: OOp m. checkout December 19
time on the 19th and, w1th the two chlldren and "
Charles Steln made the return trip to Los Angeles »
arriving by the 21st of December when he took the ’-,- 'Deeember 21
first of the series of dancing lessons he had : o December 22 .
'51gned-up for.. The next day he pleEd w his - .
vlaundry Four more danc1ng lessons are recorded
next (4143). -
On December 28, 1967, Ray flrst 1nd1cated
his interest in unmlgratlng to Africa, and.nore
| partlcularly to a white ruled area, by wrltlng a
letter of inquiry to Mr. Jolm Acord CHalrman
| American-Southern African Council, 800 Fourth_St.,
S;W.., Washington, DC ; the signat"m;;e‘ of Galt |
matched up with the other Galt writings. (6163).
Ray said he visited Las Vegas on New Year's
Day. (Huie, p.96){ Dance 1essohs‘are documented
on the 2nd and 3rd days. of 1968 (2325). Galt
boﬁght’ Bank of America money order Mo '0799 18037
in the amount of $15 from the Hollywood Western |
Branch payable to the Iocksmlthlng Instltute (2325)
The FBI lab made the usual writing match up on the _
signature (4143). Pbanwhlle Ray showed up regularly | January 9 11, 15

16&18
for dance lessons (2325). on January l9th Ray signed
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uw for a bartendlng course at the Internatlonal School
of Bartendlng 2125 Sunset Boulevard (2325) hls
appllcatlon 51gnature f:Lts hJ_s other Galt 51gnatures '
(4143). He left his laundry at the Home Service
Laundry and Dry Cleaning Co. at 5280 Hollywood Boulevard
(2325, cites lamdry list No.3065 in E. Galt's rame
with Thermo Seal stickef'OZB 6, the markirg on the
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front
door of Canlpe s Anusarmt Co. in mephls Apr1] 4,
1968) .

On Jarmary 21, 1968, Ray changed his lodgings

to Room 403 of the St. Francis Hotel, 5533 Hollywood

Boulevard (2325). On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th,

29th, 30th, 3lst, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Ray

regularly atteoded dance lessons -(é325')‘ He attexaded

 bartending school through to March 2, 1968. He bought January 29
two Bank of Amerlcamoey orders on the 29th of January,

one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a

female pen pal and the second to pay. for a mail

forwardmg service (1500). Each transaction created

a handwrltmg match as did a Bank of America money order

No.0799 17281 payable to the Lo.cksmthmg Institute, January 31
Little Falls, New Jersey" (2325). | - |
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Ra)}'s 1966 white Mustang with Alabama license o
No. 1—38993 reglstered in Alabama under the allas S
Galt was serv:Lced on the 13th at a Chevron Statloh, .
1506 North Normandlc Avenue Los Anoeles W.Lth mlleage |
at 34,185. Another undated semcmg some 200 miles
later occurred at Cort Fex Ford Co., 4531' Hollywood
Boulevard in los Angeles (2325) -

Ray atterrpted to mcrease his soc1a1 life by February 17

writing and send.mg his photograph to a woman ' listed

by "'The Iocal Swmger" which llstlng was s.ecm'ed for

$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters _(4143)-. The

Galt signature was added to the FBI's matchups and February 26
Ray' s photograph secured For readmg materlal |
Ray ordered books from Futura Books paying by money

-order No.0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500) The

signature matchup was made (4143). On this same day :

Ray made aAmoney order paymémt No.0799 19701 to the
locksmlth:l.ng Instltute (2325) He sent another, |

\Io 0799 19704, for the "Locksmith's Ledger" w:Lt.h
-match:mg 31gnature (2325) he sent two money orders
" Nos.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, and a 1etter order to
‘ -'Iiffany Ehterprlses 8512 Wh:.tworth Drive in I.os Angeles
a mail order house, for one palr of Japanese handcuffs

(1500), with 31gnatures matchable on two of the three :
documents (4143) . D
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At intervals in his stay in Los Aﬁgeles, Ray
had plastic surgery done to chahge his apéearance:
(author Huie puts this treatment as on March 3, 7 and

11, 1968, Huie, pp.1l07-8); he V151ted a psychologlst—
hypnotist, Reverend Von Koss on January 4, 1968
(Huie, p.102), and allegedly same seven other
psychiatrists, hypnotists or scientologists.

According to author Huie, he frequented a bar kncwn

as ‘the Rabbit's Foot Club and on one night became
involved in a racial argument followed by a mugging "in

. which he had his wallet stolen and lost his suit jaclqeﬁ,

car keys and driver's license . (Huie, p.96-98). According
to author Huie citing Ray as his source, Ray telephoned
Alabama and had a duplicate-license issued; this was
forwarded fram his former Birmingham address‘to California :
and received there aboﬁt March 10, 1968 (Huie, p.98).
“éalt" was graduated.fram the bartexiding‘school
on the 2nd of March. His picture was taken with the
school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make recogni-
tion more difficult (4143; Huie, p.104).
A postal money .order No.l,916,211,078 was sent

to the Lockst.thJ.ng Institute as a periodic payment on

the correspondence course Ray was taking (1428) " The

s:.gnature matchup was made.

(4143.) -
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Ray listed a chénge of address on March 17.

with the St. Fraﬁcis Hotei, giving his lfomarding
address as General Delivery, Main Post Office
Atlanta, Georgié (4143) .. Presumably he left
" 1os Angeles in his vhite Mistang on this date,
' procéeding to New Orleans where he left a bbx-
- of clothmg for Marie Martin's l:Lttle daughter
Marlan de Grassee at Charles Stein's cousin
Theresa Stone's residence, 4019 Royal Street (4143;
Huie, p. 108). .

~ From New Orleans, Ray drove to Selma, Alabama March 22
(5502), (where Ray began to st?.lk Dr. King according ’
to mie's statement of Fay'sf admission cn"this')-énd, March 23
. after an overnight stay there, he went on to Mmtgomery, March 24
to Birmingham and finally to Atlanta, Georgia® (Huie, p.
1. - | |

In Atlanta, Ray rented room No.2 in a roommg March 24 .

house at 113-l4th Street, N.E. from the operator,

Jimmy Delton Garner (1033). He stayed there wtil  March 28
March 28 on which day, while still in Atlanta, he -
purchased U.S. Postal money order No.5,615;057,923 pay- .

able to the Iocksmithing Ins.titut.e (1428). The Galt -

signature was a matchup (4143). '
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On the 29th Ray apoeared at the Aeromarine Supply
.Corrpany, 5701 Airport H:Lghway in Birmingham, Alabama,
and using the alias Harvey Iowmyer- purchased a Remington

263 caliber rifle, Model 700 with a 2-7x Redfield

telescop:Lc sight mmted on it (432). Almost certainly
because the breech of the 243 caliber weapon was caked.
with a hardened preservative (cosmoline) and could ot
be loaded,: Ray returned it the following day (hotl having |
fired it). He explained that his "brother" didn't like .
it, and exchanged the .243 rifle for a Model 760, 30 06
_callber Renn_ngton. The scope was transferred to the
latter rifle. Throughout these transactlons the package
for either. rlfle was a Browm.ng shotgun carton which was _
large enough to hold the scope-equipped Remingtons (432).

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jimmy Delton
Garner stated he hadRay print hlS name (Eric S. Calt) on
an old envelope at Garner's requ;est so that Ga.rner could

transfer the name properly to his official records; the

handprinting is a matchup with other Galt-Ray printing
samples (1033). |
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Using the name Zric Galt, Ray left his laundry | April 1

' and dry eleerﬁnc at the Piednont Lawndry pickup.

station, 1168 Peachtree N.W. in Atlanta (4143). Two " April 3

days 1ater, as Er:Lc S Galt Ray on April 3 reglstered

into Room 34 at the Rebel Motor Hotel 3466 Lamar

Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee (the dlstance between Atlanta

and Memphis by the most convenlent route is 398 mlles)

he gave 2608 nghland Avenue, B:Lrurmcham as hlS address

.and he noted on the reglstratlon card that he was d:riv:Lng

a Must:ang with Alabama license No. - (4143). His

signatﬁre was a match to the other identified Galt signa-

tures (4143). ‘On this same day, Ray purchased a gafety °© April 3

razor and shaving suppiies at the Rexall Dnlg":Stor'e m

the Whitehaven suburb of Manphls (Memphis 44-1987 Sub A-

Sec. 1; Huie, p129) R

Ray left the Rebel Motel before the lp.m.

" checkout time en'A_p'ril 4th (4143). At some point

between 3p.m. and 3:30p.m. on the 4th, a man

generally answering Ray's description rented Room 5-B
© at 422'1/2 South Main Street, Memphis, in the namé of

Jobn Willard (idem. 33). Ray admits to having been in

the room with "Raoul" whom he first said‘ rented the

room us'ing the "Willard" alias he., Ray, supplied (Huie,

p.115). In another letter to Huie, Ray states he himself 4:00p.m.
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rented the room using the alias Jomm Willard (Mé, P.
30)7. ‘Ray went out to the Ycrk Ams 'Cbnipa_ny‘ Store then
located at 162 South Main Street me'purchaseclli‘a peir
of Bushnell binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143);
Ray was identified by the salesman at York Arms and
‘Ray admlts to having been to the sports store and to
having made the purchase of the binoculars (Hude, p.
| 115). By 5p.m. at the latest, Ray had returned to -
the rooming house, parked his Mistang and had taken’
his 21pper bag and- bedspread to Room '5-B - (Huie, p.115) %"
" by necessary mference becemse 1t was acknlttedly
brought. down' from there and _.dropped' on the sidewalk,
.the 30-06 rifle had been taken up to Room 5-B at this
time or just before Rey's trip to ttle York Arms Co.
| Store (See Huie, p 114 and p.131; 4143).

.As detalled in’ the discussion of "the course of
the FBI _’mvestlgatlcn- _@tﬁ at pp. 48-50,‘ the 'assassm fled'“
from the common bathrocm at the rear of the rooming
house after firing the shot that killed Dr. King. The ~
eesass'm could have cleared and un__doubtedly did clear
‘the ccrridor'rand .the'sta:'.rs to the street in "about"45

»' seconds In another 15 seconds at the outs:.de he could

have reached and undoubtedly d:Ld reach Ray s wh:.te =
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M,\stang after dr‘oppirxg"'Ray's<‘_bag; the rifle Ray bought
and bearing only his fingerprints and the bedspread which
- Ray admits takmg up to Roonil.d-;_B,(‘Sta.ff reenactment ;’.'

Huie, p.115).. Acc '

According to a post-corNiction "'statemént by

Ray to then Spec1a1 Agent J.n Charge of the Menphls FJ.eld
R Offlce Robert Jensen, roocmer Charles Stephens had a.
good look at Ray in the roommg house. (5622 Interview.-of.
_Robert Jensen July 7, 1976 App. ‘B).

On the su'eet Gay Warren Can:Lpe Jr , in his place -

‘.of busmess Canlpe Amusement Co at 424 South Main: Street
heard a thud near: “the front door. of his. store looked wp ‘
to see a th.te male walk rapldly past his store gomg
south (nght to left to someone :msrde the store) and
w1th the two customers :Ln lu.s ‘store, went to the front -
door ‘vhere they observed a small Whlte car, a Mustang 604p .

:~ accordmg to the two customers pull away gomg north

-~ (left to nght) from a curb 51de parkJ.ng place Just south
- of Canlpe s store (l'hnphls 44-1987 Sub A-Sec 1; cf.
Huie, p 131) ' e '

' Accordmg to Ray s adrm.ss:.on to author Hu:Le, Ray Aprll 4, 8
. 1968
drove south mto MlSSlSSlppl and. then' turned east through

L Blnmngham reachmg Atlanta about 6a m. on Aprll Sth
"(Hule P- 132)

Aprll 5,
. 1968

He abandoned the th.te Mustang On the .
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table in the rocm.at the Atlanta rocming touse, he left
a letter about South Africa from the Jolm Birch Society
in California and a copy of the Free Press from Los

Angeles to divert the FBI's' attehtidh to California = © April 5,
: S R - 1968
- while he fled to Canada (Huie, p.133). Ray picked up .~ between
: : _ - , 9:00a.m. &
his laundry at the Piedmont Laundry pick-up station at 10:00a.m.

1168 Peachtree N.E. in Atlanta on the Sth of April (4697).

He then tb_bk a bus departing ‘Atlanta just after j_ﬁOOn on - - approx.
' : . _ : ’ 1:00p.m.
- the Sth and arrived in-Cincirmati atabout 1:30a.m. on

the 6th of April. After a one hour layover which he '
o : : ’ R April 6,
stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Ray .- .~ = 1968
o o ' * 1:30a.m.
continued by bus to Detroit where he arrived at'about = .- - 2:30a.m.

8a.m. (Huie, p-135). He crossed by taxi ‘into Canada . between 10
. L o : ' ' and 1lla.m.
arriving in Windsor an hour or so before noon and :

proceéded from there to Toronto. by train arriving at

about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p.135). He rented a room at : approx. -
e " ‘ ' S5p.m.
102 Ossington Avenue without giving his name (5502; -
: A ' ' : " approx.
Huie, p.135). o ' - - - "6p.m.

On the 8th of April Ray began the process of .- april 8,

_ » S i 1968
-securing a Canadian passport. He picked two names,
-Paul Edward Bridgman and Ramon George Sneyd, from the - |

armouncements of. births in newspépérs for the year

1932 at the public library-(Huie, p.137). .He made an .~ - April 10,
: | : 1968
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application for avc'n.cpli‘ ate’ Hirch ccrtlf'.c;.t- in each of
these names on April 10 and on the following day had-
a passport plcture t:aken in the name of Brldgma:n -and
then to prov1de a separate malllng address for: the
- expected replles as to Sneyd he rented a room at
962 DLmdas Street in the name of Sneyd on Apr:Ll 16th
» (5502; Hm.e, p.ll:,l). On the same day he executed an ‘
. application in the name Paul Bridgman 'with”his-, _Ray"s. -
102 Ossington Avenue address as the persen-to' be - |
notified m caee of -afaerce:mcy (Huie, p.143). The
Kermedy Travel Agency of. Toronto handled the: processmg
of the appllcatlcn for Ray (5502) On the l9th Ray
mcved to the Dundas Street: address .(5502).
The fmgerprmts of "Erlc S. Galt" were found to
be a match with those of James Earl Ray after a search
of the prmt file on Fugltlve Felons.
Accordmg to author Huie he gleaned from Ray that
' ‘Ray 'v:Ls:Lted four bars on the, 21st in order to watch the
v show "‘Ihe FBI” (Huie,  p. 147) He found the show: t:uned
in at the fourth place he trled and learned that. he had -
made the Ten Most Wanted List w1thv- an ,:Lntematlonal ""look-
out"as to Ray . (Hu:Le P. 147) He checked out of the‘
Ossmgton Avertue rocm on the 19th (HLrLe p.147).
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On April 24 the Canadian passport in the name of
Ramon Géqrge :Sﬁey_e_z_ was issued\to Ray (Huie, p.l48). Ray
purchased a round trip tﬁ'.c’ket‘ tp_london and departed
on May 6, 1968 (Huie, p.149). Z’rcm London Ray took a
plane to Lisbon where he spert-10 days looking for a -
passage to Angola (Hqie, p.150). When he was unable
to do so he returned to London after first getting his
passport replaced at the Canadian Embassy in Lisbon to
correct the spelling of the name Sneyd (instead of Sneya)
(5502; Huie, p.150).

| Ray returned to London and spent his time txrying

to find a way to join a mérgenary force (Huie, p.150).
To this end 1;1e bought a plane ticket to Brussels and was
in the procebss of meeting his piane at the Heathrow Airport
whén he was appreﬁended on June 8, 1968, by detectives from
New Scotland Yard (4346,4368; Buie, p.150-151). The arrest
was made on the baéis of use of a fradulent passport and
carrying a concealed weapon, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber
Japanese-make revolver found on his person at Heathrow
(4346,4368; Huie, p.151).

This chronology ha.s been campiled from data in FBI
reports and Ray's letters to author William Bradford Huie.

It was hoped by the task force that we would have an
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OpTCro.miTV T2 20 Over the facts with James farl Ray
himself. Accordingly, after the United States Supreme
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on
December 13, 1976, a verbal request was made to Ray's
Attorney, James H. Lesar, for an opportunity to interview

Ray.

Lesar stated that he was writing Ray a letter that

day and would advise him of our desire to interview him

and leave the matter up to him. (Inter\}iew of James H.
Lesar, December 14, 1976, App. B). -Also‘, the task force
sent Ray a letter on December 15, 1976, via his attorney
requesting an interview (See lvetter to James Earl Ray,
December 15, 1976, App. A, Ex.14). While no answer to
our letter was received, Ray sent the taék force a copy of
a letter addressed to his attorney. Ray attached a copy
of a complaint he recently filed in a civil action and
stated in the letter to his attorney that :‘ "I agree with
your advice opposing the interview. It would appear that
this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their
book writing collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George
McMillian, et al.'" (See letter to James H. Lésarb, December 20,
1976, App. A, Ex.15). |

Absent a statemeﬁt to us fram Ray, four existing Ray

explanations were compared and are here briefly noted.
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First, ™o cne, other than his attormeys talked with
‘Ray before the plea bargaining resulted in his conviction
of the First Degree murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., and
sentencing in open court on March 10, 1969, before Judgé
'W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby County,
~ Tennessee (See Transcript App. A, Ex.16). At that. time,
" voir dire, Judge Béttl_e asked Ray: '"'"Are you pleading
- guilty to Murder in the First Degree in this case because
you killed Dr. Martin Luther King under such circumstances
that would meke you legally guilty of Murder in the First
Degree under the law as explained to you by your lawyers?"'
Ray answered: ''Yes." _ ‘
Ray then acknowledged that he was pleadiﬁg guilty
- freely, véltmtarily 'andmtmdersta'ndirgly. He and his
attorney, Percy Fbreman, initialed the copy of t:hesé, |
questions and answers. Ray also signed a cietailed _
stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal shot (5506).
AThe task force observes that the only way one can
be "legally guilty" of first degree muder is when one |
accomplishes, or aids or assists in fhe accomplishment, of

the wrongful killing of a human being with premeditation

and malice aforethought.._ Thus, Ray has judicially confessed

that he intended to and did kill Dr. King.
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4 © Secend, Ray relaced in writing to ‘aur_:hor Huie a
story ofh:Ls odyssey from Missouri State Prison to Memphis
which 'achwwléaged that he bought the murder weapon, made
h:.s way to Maxphls ‘rented the room there at 422 South
Main on Aprll 4, 1968, usmg the allas "John Willard,"
waited in the vﬁute Mustang, and drove "Racul'' away from
v_the crime scene after the murder wholly unaware of the
'killin'g of Dr. King. In this version "Raoul", or "Roual’,
is the mysterious killer whom Ray thought to be an .
international gun-rummer; Ray bought the murder weapon for
"Raoul'' thinking it was to be d‘isplayed to prospective
Me.xican buyers in Room 5-B of the 'V'f.l_.qp house'’ on Squth
Main Street (Huie, p.130-131). |
Third, in a statement read on a pfogram of Station
KMOX-TV St Louis, Missouri, in August of 1909 by hls
brother Jerry, James Earl Ray was quoted as alleging that
he was the immocent victim, "the fall guy" of a scheme by -
the FBI (Memwphis 44-1987 Sub M-665) . This ciescr‘iptic.)ri\of .
the crime contains no reference to Raoul. |
‘Fogrth, the most recent stor'y\available to the.
~ task force is reported as the result qf a four hour interview
by‘ Wayne Chastain, Jr., for the ‘Pacific‘_News Seivic'e,.
:Oct:obérv 20, 1974. ,- It is to the effect ,tha_t: Ray was ''set up
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as a patsy" for "Raoul"' It proceeds along, the szme lines

as the tale. told by Ray to author Hm_e that there was to
| beameetmg at therocmmghouseat 6p.m. withan
internatlonal gum rurmer. Ray was :Lnstructed by Raoul to
have the white Mustang at the curb for "Racul's" use that
evem.ng. Ray, however, drove away from the area at about
6:00p.m. to get air in a low tire and found police swamming
all over the place when he tried to return at 7:05p .m." He
could not park, was turmed back by ‘polic.e and learned only |
after driving 100 miles iﬁto Mississippi that he had been
associated withr the men who lcf.llled Dr King (The Assassinations,

Dallas and Beyond, Edlted by Peter Dale Scott, Paul L. Hock

‘and Russell Stetler, Random House, 1976, pp.315-317).
The task force views the exculpatory content of these
varying and patently self-serving tales tb be unbelievable.
The varying details are materially self-refuting. Ray first
admits full guil;.

He then says he waited immocently at the

curb and took off after the shot with "Raoul'' as a passenger.

He next says he was the catspaw of the FBI. And finally,

he and the Mistangwere hot:in the area when the shot was

fired and he never saw 'Raoul" after the event.

The eye witnesses to the "get away', saw only one

ﬁm who resembled Ray.

The man left in a_‘hunfy in a white
Mistang as Ray admitted doing in version number two. We

concluded Ray was lying about the existence of a "Raoul''.
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‘Ray's stlpulated 3ud1c1al confess:.on corrports in
deta:.l with the facts dlsclosed by the :anestlgatlon and
the. failure of. the self—serv:mg stories persuas:l,vc._ly

mdennmes the likelihood. of any consplracy.
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James Earl Ray, born *,.'_was raised under

difficult circumstances. His pa:?ents vére poor, unedu~
cated and 'geneially resided in areas surromaed by
" criminal activity. Ray did not aeﬁiex}e a hj_.gh' school
edticationl, nor did he attend any vocatiohal institution¥
© After enlisting in the amy in 1946, Ray did not meet the
'military's standards and was discharged in 1948 for lack
Of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987).

| A :'.[hus, at the age of twenty-one, he had a very limited
education, was not trained or skilled at any parriculaf job,
and was a reject of the military establishment. 'i‘hé:eafter,
he proceeded to partieipate in and be apprel'iehded for a
number of criminal actions for which he would be incarcerated
for fourteen of .th'e next eighteen years untll his escape from
the Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967. Ray's criminal
| act:.vrtles included robbexy forgery and burglexy (HQ 44-38861-
4143). He was not known to have been involved in crimes where

victims or witnesses were physically harmed.

*FBI files disclosed that James Earl Ray has an IQ of 105
(HO 4438861 - 3503)
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Ih March 1968, Ja;nes Earl Ray was forty years

old anvd»was never known to have _had a serious relation-
ship with a man or woman durlng his adult life. Although

he was about to comm.t a very :Lnfamous crime of assassina-

: t:Lon, nelther his chJ.ldhood, his. mJ.lltary years nor his
adult llfe of crime and mlprlsonment 51gnaled such action.
His cr:.m:.nal act1v1t1es were not those of a hired or self-
acoompllshed premedltated murderer Why then would James
Earl Ray murder Dr. Martin Luther K:Lng, Jr.., .

"~ An analys:.s of Pay S pr:.son records and interviews
w:Lth h.lS prison J.nmates reveals ‘some probatlve facts with -
respect to afmot_lve. For example, in ;L955 Ray»_wa,s incar-
cerated in the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, i(ansas,_ )
.for ‘forgery' of post office nbney-orders; On September 12,
1957, Ray was appmved for the honor fam at Ieavenmrth
but was never transferred there because he refused to 1_'Lve
in the J_ntegrated dorm.ltory at the farm (BQ 44—38861—1678) -
"I‘hus, he was supposedly w1111ng to sacnfloe this benefit
and its acoompanylng prlv:.leges to. avo:Ld assocratlon wn.th
black prlsoners

An inmate with Ray at MlSSOlJrl State Pem.tent:Lary
for approxunately three years, stated that Ray ‘hated
Negroes.- - He further stated that Ray had said that

all the Neégro prisoners inside the penitentiary should
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be killed. He also respohded'that on bsev’eral occasions

" Ray had said he would kill Dr. Ma.rt:m Luther Kin\j, Jr.,

if. the price were right. In 1966 the.r'e'was a riot at

. the pem.tentlaxy " Three blacks were killed. ’J‘he inmate
would not state whether Ray had participated in the

| killings.. He. d].d say that, if Ray had not, he would

def:.m.tely know who had kJ.lled the prlsoners. He also |
said that he would not be surprlsed lf he acted w1thout
Abemg paid for the klllmg. It should be noted that anotherA

: prisoner who was a chef at MSP and Ray' s boss for six years,

~ stated that th:Ls inmate was a good friend of Ray a.nd_ he also
hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443) . |

| A second lnmate with Ray at the Missouri State

penitentiary. fram 1960 until 1965, claimed that he

recalls that Ray was glad when President Kennedy was killed

" and stated "that is one nigger-loving S.0.B that got shot".
The prieoner also advised that Ray disliked Negt‘oes. Du.ting

‘ the time perlod when King was leadj.ng demenstrations and |
marches Ray would becdne aggra%zated and upset when reading
this information in ﬁa&spapets to the po:Lnt that he would

_curse King and the Negroes ‘.He fertl'ler'stated he had heard
prison rumors that Ray was suppoeed to have killed three

black prisoners at the penltentlaxy ‘Finally, he related
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. . .

.nat in 1963 Ray made the ramark £hat he was going to
get MartJ.n Luther ng when he got out of pnson.
(HQ 44—38861—2678, 2791).
A th;er inmate at NBP fram 1962 unt.‘Ll 1965,
descrnbed Ray as. a "lone wolf" who never trusted
anyone. He stated that Ray was a‘ racist and was heard
. many times discussing his dislike of Negroea. Another
prisoner became acquainted with Ray in 1965 and said that-
Ray commented if he ever got out of ja.il_ he was going to
make himself a "bunch of money, " and Ray further said a
"Businessmen's Association” had offered $l00 000 for
killing Martin Luther KJ.ng This prlsoner said that
' ‘Ray did not know what the "Busmessnen s Assoc:n.atlon"
was, but he J.ntended to find out. (HQ 44 38861—4143)
- A cellmate W.Lth Ray in 1955 at Kansas City who
-' later served pnson time with Ray at Ieavenworth Kansas, -
was also lncarcerated w:Lth Ray at NBP He stated that
dur:.ng the period when President Kennedy was: assass:.nated
the novements of Dr Mart:m Luther ng became ,the topic
of conyersation at the penitentiary. Many prisoners heard
that businessmen had raised a considerable amount of money,
4about one mllllon dollars , @ a bounty on K:Lng S head He
' further stated that Ray mentloned a dozen tmes that had he
| known about the bounty on John F Kennedy s head a.nd

had. he been free he would have collected 1t, and, 1f he
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got out in time and King were still alive, he would get
the bbunty on King (HQ 44-38861-4143). -A prisoner

who was at MSP from 1958 through 1965 stated Ray did

not like Negroes and was capable of killing Dr. Martin .

Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143).

RAy's péych_ological background is also a very
important avenue of review. As a result of a voluntary
.psychiatric examination in '1966, Ray. was described as
.héving a sociopathic éersonality, antisocial type. with
anxiety'and depressive features (HQ 44—38861—3505) . In
1954, a prison sociologist.stated that Ray'»s delinquencies
seem due to impulsive behavior, especially when drinking
(ﬁQ 44-38861~-3335) . These‘cha.racteristics and camments
about Ray support the og}inion of psychologist Dr. Mark

- Freeman. While Réy was in los Angeles he was a ~pa£ient
of Dr. Freeman. Dr. Freeman believes that Ray was éoten»tially
capabie of assassination, was a self-motivated 'p’ersonv whov
could act alone, and likely fantasized on being scameone

important.

There were two matters involving Ray. and.blacks
while outside prison which shed scme light on whether his
“hatred of blacks and need for- importance and profit could

‘have notivated him to murder. While in Mexico in the fall

- 9‘5_
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of 1267, Ray : ‘ared with a' Mexican waman; Irma
Morales, in the City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales admitted
‘spending considerable time with him and recalls an incident
that took place on Sunday, October 29th. She and Ray were
‘ seated at a table in a bar and were drinking when four
blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated
at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the
blacks for some reason. Thereafter, Ray left his table
to go to his car, and when he returned he asked her to
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his
pocket. Ray stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the
blacks. He then continued to be insulting and when the
blacks left he stated he wanted to go after them Morales,
however, told him it was time for the police to arrive to
check thé establishment and Ray stated he wanted nothing to
do with the polioe, thereby teminating the incident (HQ 44~
38861-2073) .

A second incident took place during Ray's stay in
Los Angeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the Rabbit's
Foot Club t;_here, identified Ray as a frequent custamer.
Morrison said that on one occasion Ray became engaged in a
political discussion wiﬁh him regarding Robert Kennedy and
George Wallace. Ray became rather incensed and vehemently

supported Wallace. On another occasion, ‘Ray had had a

-96—
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,-discwssm w1th Pat Goodsell, a £ ‘requent temale ft.stome
cmcerru:xg b].acks and the civil r:l.ghts mvement Ray became
very :,nvolved. and began dragging Goodsel-l towards the door
saying, "1'll drop ydu off in Watts and we’ 11 see how you
like it there" (HQ 44-38861-3557). Ray then supposedly went
) outside and had to _-fight two persons, one belng black (Huie,
Pp. 96-98). | o

Thus it seems clear that Ray openly dnsplayed a
strong racist attitude towards blacks. Whlle in prison,
Ray stated he would kill Dr King if given the opportunlty.
. and Ray was prepared to threaten or attack blac& persons
in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, with a weapon for apparently
a rac1al reason. These events and occm-rences leading to
~ the assas_'s:‘.nati-onA’of Dr. King and the assassination itself |
certalnly do not illustrate a siﬁgle, conciusive'mtive. |
Yet, Ray's apparent hatred for the civil righta movement,
- his possible yeaming for raapgnitj__on, and a desire for a
potential quick profit may have, as a-who-le, prdvided

sufficient impetus for him to act, and to act alome.

3. S&Jrces Of Funds.

Shortly after the search for Ray began, it was
recogm.zed that he had traveled extens:.vely followmg his

escape from the Missouri Penitentiary. Moreover, in addltmn
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to normal living expenses, Ray had macde several sub-
st,antlal pu:rchases, e.g., cars, phot:o equ:.pmmt * dance
lessons (See, LlSt of known expend:n_tm:es App A Ex. 4).

These expenditures suggested that he had financial assist-

ance and herice possible co-conspirators. Therefore, ‘the

Bureau was particularly interested in detenﬁin:mg his

sources of income. On April 23, 1968, the Director advised
all field divisions to consider Ray as a suspect in any
‘unsolved bark rcbberies, burglaries or armed robberies
occurring after April 23, 1967. The results ﬁe;;e negative.

"On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to

all SAC's ordered that all law enforcanent agencies which
ma:.nta:med unldentlfled latent’ fmgerprlnts be contacted

and requested that fmgerprlnts of Ray be compared in order
to determme his past whereabouts and possibly establlsh

hlS source of funds Again, negat:.ve results were obtained.
The Dlrector, on May 14, 1968, renunded all field dn.vn.s:.ons
that Ray had spent & considerable amount of money from April
23, 1967 until Aprll 4, 1968, and advised that a source for
these monies had not been determined. The Director ordered
- that photographs of Ray be c_]iéplayed to appropriate witnesses
in unsolved bank robberies and bank bu:rgiaries These efforts
and all others to date, w1th one exceptlon, have proved .

frultless

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



"As" a result of ‘one of Huie's Look ai'ticles, the

Bureaudld ascertain that Ray had been employed at a

‘restaurant in Wirmetka, I]_.li_noié‘, for apﬁro}dmacely eight
weeks. As a dishwasher and cook's helper, Ray had received
checks totaling $664 from May 7, 1967 through June 25, 1967
(Sée, List of known income, App. A, Ex. 5). This is the
only known - source of income for Ray following his prison
escape. - Rep_orﬁs from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
indicated no known robberies or burglaries which could be
.-comected with Ray, nor did Mexican authorities notify
 the Bureau of any criminal activity which could be associ-
‘ated with Ray. The Bureau investigated the possibility
that Ray participated in a bank robbery at Alton, Illinois,
in 1967, but it wasl established that he was not a partici-

 pant. | | | |
| Ray related to author Huie that he robbed a food

~” store in Canada, and that an individual named "Racul"
furnished him funds on a continuous basis for various
mdertalu.ngs These matters were actively pursued by the
Bureau but have never been corro‘borated by them. Nor have |
they been corroborated. by private inquiries of writers and

| journalists. It is the Bureau's opinion that Ray most likely
committed on a periodic basis several robbérie.s or."‘burglaries

during this period in order to support himsel_f. ' Ray's criminal
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background does lend credence to this theory.
‘The task force interviewed Ray's brother, Jerry
Ray (See, Interview of Jerry Ray, Dec:ezrber 20, 1976, App. -
B). He stated that to his knowledge family members did
- not provide James with any funds. Jerry admitted he met
with his brother two or three times during his egployment
at_the Wirmetka restaurant and advised that-he, not bJames,
paid for their eating and drinking expenses. Howevef, |
. when Jerry agaln saw fu'.s brother on his return from Canada
| in August; 1967,>-James did have some money because lt was
he who paid for their expenses which included a motel room.
Jerry added that James aiso gave him his car commenting
that he would purchase a more expensive ca:r:‘ in Alabama.
Jerry stated he was unaware of where his brother had
obtained his money as weil as the amunt. of money he had -
‘at this time. | )
Accordingly, the sources for Ray's funds still

remain a mystery today.-

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




4. Family Contacts znd Assistznce

- Our review of the files -indicated that the FBI
; had no hard ev&dence linking James Ray to any'cahspiracy
Ito kill Dr King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau
apparently discounted the sigm'.ficance qf any »c«mta‘ct
' bef:ween .Ray and his.family. As the Ctﬁéago case agent
toid us it is not unusual for a fugitive or a pérson
who has coumitted a given crime to be in touch with
famlly menbers While such contact may render the actions
of the family member crmu.nally liable, it is not gemerally
pursued ‘gbsent some evidence of d1.rect partlc.lpatlon in the
crime.
- However, in light -of the fact that a good deal

| of mystery still surrounds Jaineé Ray and the assassination,
‘particularly the means by which he Financed his life style
and travels, we concludéd tfnat on the baéis of the infor-
mation wh:Lch was uncovered the Bureau should have’ pursued
this line of t:he uxvestlgatlcn more thoroughly

The commection of the Ray faxm.ly to the crime against
Dr. King may héve been nonexistent. 'I‘his does not alter the
fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the subject of
the la:;:gest mnhimt in history had been aided in his fugitive
. status by at least one family member. This and other facts
suggestfive of family assistance became clear as the Bureau's

investigation progressed.

-101-
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irse, Scbn and Jerry Ray had sign;‘.:‘-icant contacts
with James wh.lle he was in M:Lssourl State Pen_ltentlary
(MSP) at Jefferson Clty, M.'LSSOUJ’.‘:L. Jerry Ray,v:.s:.ted
James three or four times and had borrov.ed money fram
James ‘on at least one' occasion during Vhisv confinement
| (Chi(_:ago' 44-1144 sﬁb G-17). Jahn. Ray visited or attemptéd
to visit. 'JaHES Ray-while at MSP on atvleast nlne occasions.
The last v151t took place on Aprll 22, 1967 the day before
Ray escaped (HQ 44—338861—4503) The Bureau also ch.scovered
that while in prlson at MSP James Ray had a fellow inmate
- send a money order to a flctltlgus company (Albert J. Pepper
Statlonary co. ) in St LOU.'LS, MlSSOlICJ.. The money was sent
to the address of Carol Pepper _(sister and bus:Ln_es., partner
 of John Ray) where she resided with her husband Albert.
James Ray had told the 'inmate who sent the inoney' that it was
a way of gettlng money out of the prlson (HQ 44—38861—2614)
, Seoond, Jatres Earl Ray ‘was seen by several people in
both the St. Louls and Chicago areas dur:mg the perlod
J.rrmedlately after h.'LS escape In St. IOUiS (where dohn
Ray was l:LVJ.ng) two former inmates at MSP stated that they
~ had seen James Ray on separate occa31ons. One stated that
he had seen Ray three times between May 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas
Clty, 44—760—786) The other saw Ray enterJ_ng a bank w1th

E Jlmm.e Owens and spoke br:Lefly w:.th Ray as they entered
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(HQ 44-38861-3483). In the Chicago area where Jerry Ray
was livm‘;g,. the Bureau discovered that James Ray had
 purchased a car on Jume 5, 1967 (Chicago, 44-1114 Sub D
Ex. 85) and had worked in Wirmetka, Illinois. Ray's
employers also t’old‘ Bureau agents that James Ray had
received several calls from a man claiming to be Ray's
brother immediately prior to James' departure from his
job. They stated that these calls had a visibly disturbing
effect on James Ray (Chicago 44-1114 Sub G-37). Jerry
Raynes, father qf the Ray brothers, told .the FBI that he
overheard John' and Jerry méntion that James had been in
- Chicago during the summer of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508).

| Third, in California, the FBI discovered two facts
: _wl'lich.pointed toward possible contact between James Ray
and his brothers. Richard Gonzales who was a fellow
_student with Ray at the bartending school in Los Angeles
told Bureau agents that Ray had told him upon completion
of the course thaﬁ he (Ray) was going to visit a brother
- in Birmingham for two weeks (HQ 44-38861-1233). . The FBI
also interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein.
She stated that for some time before March 17, 1968, (the
date when Ray left Los Angeles) James Ray had been stating
that he was in neéd of funds and was waiting for his brother

to send him some money.
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Fourth, throuch an informant the Bureau discoversd

that Jerry Ray“may not have been entirely candid with the

special agents during his several interviews.. ‘The informant
" disclosed ﬁo Bureau agents cn June 7, 1968', that Jerry Ray
stated he had seen his brother (James) at least once at .a
~ pre-arranged meeting élaoe in St. Louis shortly after his
escape. Jerry also allegedly stated to the informant that |
he had recognized the photograph -of Eric Starvo Galt as
be:i.ng identical with his brother James prior to the time
the FBI had first contacted him in connectien wi;ch the

assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything

he knew out of fear that James would be caught. (HQ 44-38861-
4594,)
Correspondence recovered - by the Bureau. J_ndlcated

that Jerry may have heard from James in Canada in- June of

1968 (HQ 44~-38861-4517 and 4518). James Ray was J.n.Canada

ducing April and May of 1968 §r.'Lor to his departufe for

London on May 7, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-4595). It is also noted
that Je.r::y had earlier told agents that he had received mail’

- from James, while James was in prison, at Post Offlce Box 22
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Wheeling, Illinois (Chicago 44-114 Sub G-26).

- | Finally, in November, 1968 it became cl_ear that
vJames Ray had béen in touch -with hi.s broﬂ*xer Jerry. Illinois
mbtor vehicle records showed thaﬁ on Augusﬁ 25, 1967 James
‘Ray (using thé name of John L. R%yns) transferred his 1962
Plymouth to Jerry (HQ 44-38361-5413). This was during the
period when James Ray was mak:.ng his way fram éanada to
: Binrdhghan, .Alabama. It has ccntinued to be a mystery
as to why Ray went to Alabama, héw he traveled there, and
where he obtained tle several thousand dollars he had when
he arrived. | _

Thus, at least one far;\ily merber, lJerry, had lied

to the FBI and 'ﬁad became subject to federal criminal charges
foi: .aiding a fugitive. He was never coﬁfmﬁted with these
facts bﬁ( the Bureau. In the task force interviev}_ of Jerry
Ray, he confimmed the fact that he had lied to the Bureau and
had seen his brother' James on several occasions. */ Jerrir
denied know:mg anyth:.ng about James' travels ox h.'LS source

of funds (Interw.ew of Jerry Ray, Deoember 20, 1976, App. B).

However, the task force found the credibility of Jerry's

 */ The task force attempted to talk to James and John Ray
' but an interview was refused in both instances.
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denials to be suspect. In light of this low cred.xbz.l*.ty

and crltlcal passage of time th.ch has allowed the statute

. of 11m1tatlons to run, we concluded that the FBI abandoned

" a s:.gniflcmt opportm:.ty to obtaln answers frau family:

members concernmg some of the important questlons about
James Earl Ray which stJ.ll remain. ‘

D. ‘Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation
As this 'zjeport: reflects, there was a wealth of
' information in the files developed by the FBI murder
investigation. We have been able to dig up some additional

data. Only a small 'part of any of this informtion has

 been made a matter of any official-‘publ:i..-"c' _reoord';‘ Some -of
it was embodied in the stipulation agreed to by James Earl
" Ray and judicially: admwledged in open cou:rt by him (w.\.th

a stated reservat:.on as to agreemg to the wording mdlcatmg

a lack of a conspiracy). Some emeérged in Ray's post -conviction
‘efforts to get a new trial. A quantity of the "unofficial”

evidentiary data and a great deal 4of‘mis-information_was

gleaned by the news media and by professional writers, It
is mdersﬁandabl_e 4t1.1ere.fore_ that many suSpioions have been
generated énd because of Justice Department rules against
dlsclosures of raw mvestlgatlve files, have gone wanswered.
Flrst the task force has concluded that the investi-

gatlon by the FBI to ascertam and capture the murderer of
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr ) was thoroughly, honestly

and successfully conducted. We subm:.t that the mlnute
details compacted in this report amply support t.hlS con-
clusmn _ |

At the very outset of the iturestigation telegrams

went to all field offices of the Bureau mstruct_lng the
" Special Agents in Charge to ‘take personal superm.smn of
the mvestlgatlon, to check out all leads in 24 hours, and
noting that they would be held persona-lly resp01151ble.
- (HQ 44-38861-153). The files we reviewed show that this
directive was conscientiously fo-llow_edl. - The Bureau sought -
. first to identify and locate the murderer usmg the obvious
1eads They 'checked out aliases, ' tracked the traces left
'under the Galt alias, and used the known fmcerprmts from
| the mm:der weapon and the contents of the blue 21pper bag
1eft on South Main St:reet to elmunate Suspects This
'backtrackmg ended in Atlanta At thls point the Bureau
initiated a check of the crime site fingerprints against
the white male "wanted fugitive' pr:Lnt file. Th:Ls produced
the almost ''instant" discovery that the wanted man, Galt,
was James Earl Ray, an escapee from Missouri State Prrson.
In fact the "instant' discovery was a tedious hand search
started in a file of same 20,000 prints. ’Ihat it took only

two hours to make a match is said by the Bureau experts to
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be largely sneer luck; it could have taken days. ..We '
accept the explanation that the fmgerprmt search was a

normal next resort after normal lead procedu:r:es were

exbausted. , . o '. :
Second, the task force views the eviden'ce pointing ’
' to the guilt of James Earl Ray as the man'who purchased
the muder gun and who flred the fatal shot to be conclus:.ve
~ It was possible for the task force to create a well.
docm:ented hJ.story of James Earl Ray frcm the moment of
his escape to his capture in England, using the investlgat'ion
repotts in the FBI files and to corrobcrate and fill in

_essential details with Ray's own statements _A(admissions)

in his vlett‘ers to author William Bradford Huie. From this
chronology, from the labcratory proof, and fram Ray's
judicial admissions it was concluded that_'he was the .assass:‘.'n-,
and that he_acted alone. We saw no credible evidence pro-
: bative of the poseibility that Ray and eny'_ co-conspirator
were togethet at the scene of the assassination. Ray's
assertions that someone else pulled the.trigger are so
: patently self—serwng and s0 varied as to be wholly mbeliev—
| able. They become, in fact, a part of the ev1dence of his
guilt by self-refutation. . .
, 'Ihird, we found that conspiracy 1eede .(z;laluﬁg_ Ray's

versions) had been constcientiously run down by the FBI even
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_though they had no poss:Lble relatlon to Ray s st or:Les
or to the known facts 'I‘he results wexe negatlve

We found no ev1dence of any compllc:.ty o the part o
of the Memphis Pol:Lce Department or of the FBI.

We ackncwledge that prooi' of the negatlve i.e.,
proof that others were not imvolved, is here as elusive
and difficult as it has wiversally been in criminal law.
But the sum of all of the evidence l.of‘Ray'r,s guilt points -
to him so exclusively that it most effecti\(ely makes the
point that no one else was J'nvolved.. ‘ of coorse, someone
ooﬁ_ld conceivably have provide‘d_.him Wlth ‘logist:".cs;, or
even paid him to commit the crime However we have

- found no coupetent evidence upon which to base such a

Fourth, it is true that the task force unearthed
_some new data - data Whlch answers ‘some per51stent questlons‘
and whlch the FBI dld ot seek. But the Bureau concentrated
'on the pr:an:LpaJ. in the case and much was not considered
1mportant to hls dlscovery and apprehms:.on We fmd no
dlshonesty 1n thlS A 1ead suggestlng that one or both
of James Earl Ray's brothers were in contact mth hJ_m after
and in aid of, h:Ls escape in 1967 frc.m the MlSSOUIl State
Prlson, and before the murder of Dr ng, was not followed
| It was not mearthed until after Ray s capture :Ln England

on June 8, 1968; it was then apparently deemed a lead made

‘Z’
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sterile by“siipervening events. By h‘lﬁdsight, the task

force believes Jerry and John 'Ray"'cou]-.d have been |

(_ffectlvely interrogated ﬁn-ther to 1earn the1r knowledge
if any, of James Earl Ray's plans his f:.nances and whether
they helped him after K'Lng s death.
Finally, the task force observeci instances of FBI
headquarter's reluctance to provide the Civil Rights

Division and the Attorney General with timely repdr.ts on

the course of the murder investigation. -For exanple,

early in the lrwestlgatlon in a reac:tlon to a press report

-of Attorney General Clark' expectation of mak:ng a progress

report to the nation, FBI~D:Lrector Hoover wrote: 'We are
ot going to make any progress"reports"' (HQ 44-38861-1061) .
' 'I'he Bureau files reflect a significant degree of

disdain for the supervisory respons:.bllltles of the Attorney

,"General and the. operating DlVlSlOHS of the Department For
“example, the Attorney Géneral authorized th'e institution of
. prosecutive action against the suspect "Galt" (Birmingham

44-1740-1005) .

But then, apparently without further consul-
tation with the Atterney General or the Civi_i -'R’I.Aghts
Division, the Bureau prepensed and filed a criminal complaint.
The ‘Bujce'aﬁ_' sé‘lec‘teci Blrmmgham as the venue in which to-
“file the complaint in preferehee to Memphls because .the

Bureau “'could not rely on the U.S. 'Attorney at Memphis"
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and "would lose control of the s:.tuatlon" (HQ 44~ 38861 1555).
- The Bureau scenario called for then adnsmg the Attorney
General "that cnrcmnstances‘ have requ.Lred ‘the action taken"
(R 44-38861-1555). - |

We submit that in thlS sens:.tlve case the Departmental
offic:lals in Washington should have been consulted.

As another example, at the extraditicn stage of the
case, marked discourtesy was exhibiteci to the Attorhey
General and to Assistant Attorne}; General Fred Vinson. In
a telephone discussion with the Attorney General who
complained of being 'kept in the dark", an Assistant to
.the Director accused the Attorney General of falsifications -
ahd "mmg up the phone''. Again, when Assistant Attormey
General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the
extradition of James Earl Ray, the Legal Attache was ordered
to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no
circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our personnél
around" (HQ 4468861—4447).

The task force views this lack of coordination and
cooperation as highly improper. The Attorney General and
the Division of the Department having prosecutorial
responsibility for an offense being investigated should be

kept fully abreast of developments; The respbnsible
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Division, nbredyer, “should havéﬁﬁfficie‘nﬁ coﬁtrol of the

Bureau's investigations to irisure that tﬁé leéé.l necessities

B of p_leéding and ,prc.iof are met - o o |
In fairness to the Bureau it has _to. be 6bserve&

that it is the 6bligation,of the Departmeht to insist on

these perogatives. We do not think it effectivély did so

in the King murder case.
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PR L SIS L

ITII. THE SECURITY INVESTIGATION

A. FBI Surveillance And Harassment Of Dr. King

1. Initiation of Technical Surveillance and
COINTELPRO Type Activities -

In order to reconstruct thé actio:is taken by
mexbers of the FBI toward Dr. King, the task force
scrutinized the ba’svis‘ for the initiation by the Bureau
of any action with respect to Dr. King. During the review
it was revealed that on May 22, 1961, Mr. Alex Rosen, then
Assistant Director of the General Investigative Division
(Division 6), advised Director Hoover in an information
memorandum, per his request on Dr. King and four other |
individuals in commection with the ''Freedom Riders," |
that "King has not been invéscigatéd by the FBI" (Memo
from Scatterday to Rosen, May 22, 1961, App. A, Ex. 7).

- The memorandum contained few‘ references on Dr. King. The
Director ccxﬁnmted,_ with regard to the omissibn of a subject
mattex iINestigation on Dr. K:Lng "Why not?"" The substance
of the report was forwarded to-Attorney General Kennedy, and
the FBI did not pursue the King matter at this time. Thus,
FBL persormel did not have nardid they assume a personal
interest in the acﬁivities’of Dr. King through May, 1961.

Furthermore, in 1961, information in the Bureau files on
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