
• 
Serial :i:ten .;.-rrol...!r.t i)are 

5502 Flamingo 1".otel 3/22; $8.00 3/23/68 
Selma-

1428 · locksmithing Institute; .. . $7. 50 3/28/68 
Atlanta ... 

5725 · Travelodge l-btel~ $8.48 3/29/68 
/-

Binning ham 

432 Purchase of rifle $248~59 3/29/68 
· Binningham 

1033 lb:m in Atlanta $10.00 3/21/68 

· 630 , Rexa.11 Drugstore; W'nitehavei:i, .$1.83 4/3/68 
Tenn. 

327 Roe.ming house on Main St-.; $8.50 4/4/68 
Menphis. 

46 Binocula...--s; Msnphis .$41.55 4/4/68 

4454 Rent/week at 962. Durldas St..; .. $9.00 4/16/68 
'l.oront.o 

. 4454 · Rotn1d trip• airplane ticket;_ $345.00_ 5/2/68 
Toronto 

.. 
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Sect;ion 

68 

Kr..cwn Ino:::me: A.cril 23, 1967 - JUi"'.e a, 1968 

Serial 

5100 Payroll checr..s fran Indian Trail Restaurant 
Winnetka, Illinois ., 

May 7 
May 14 · 
May. 21 
May 28 
June 4 
June 11· 
June 18 
June 25 

-160-

$ 57.69 
84.89 
84.89 
84.89 
89.63 
89.63 
95.i9 
77 .53 

$664.34 
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p· 

J _,,-o.; 
" ..... '· UNITED STATES GOV · ..• U:~T 

Nle,norartdit.m 

A OOQ. :o 
I • 

. , ,. 

TO 

.FROM 

.. -- --r .. • 
I 
' SUBJECT: 

' MARTIN UITGE.1 -.rli'-'G .I\. A I • .TR.; 

. I 

-- , 

.. • 
.. 
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. '. , -__ :_ -lr1cr.1oranduiil to Rosen :.·> .. I 
I 

.•• I - ·I 

T l .,, • - J .,ut 1er .n.1ng- > r. 

l\
. Reverend· Martin Luther King;· Jr.,. prominent. integrationfst 

_ wi~oled bus boycott in_r.Iontgo1:1ery,-A!abama 1 and_t1s!t-in dem.onstra- · 
t1ons, 11 has been assoc1nted with National Association for the · · 
Advancement of Colored,People and Congress of Racial Equality. King_ 

.. has -~~~n _ inve~i1~t-~~L.by___lh~J:.~H:..:. ~/ _ _ -_ . . . . _ - · 
~ ~ - • if -·•'·..--vi ....-~-t"";\'\ ?... (/\ ' . 

. - J:mrcau ~ilcs v-evc'11:.· King fhankcd Socialist Workers Party 
(cited by Attorney G~.nci~alT ''for suppo·rt of bus bqycott; attcr:.dcd 
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittee of Senate 
Judiciary Co_r:unittcc); and was honorary chairman ~f Young Socialist 
League cmnpa_ign on behalf of victims of rns,ist terror. 

■ • • • 
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I 

., ,. I. 

~ 
.. 

•' . . .. , . .. . . .. . , ., 
I~ 

I'• ,,.·. ... . 
Mcmor;indum to Jir. Rose!1 

Southern christinn Leadership Conference (to further Negro vote 
'rc~istration) ui1d ndvised 11The Ci"yil Rig~ts la·.v. ••• is mc~ni'r:~_- lcs_s 

un1css we.go out ·and rankc use of 1t.n King thanked BenJnm1n 

/
(Davis Jr., Co1~1unist Party official; for givin~ blood when he 
\was ih n hospi~al following assault. Kirig in 1960 indicntcJ his 
support· for Co::1..:1i ttec to Secure Justice f9r l,lorton So bell (c i tcd 

• 

11 

by House Coi:u.d ttee on Un-A::1ericnn Activi tics (HCUA) as coa;aunist 
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The Nation't which cnllcd 
for integration of FBI to help speed integration. King attended 

_ meetings with integration leaders in ~lontgomery, Alab_ama, 5-21-61. -- . - .. . 

.-

-· - , 
,_ 

- 3 -
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·t:NITFD STATES GCVERN~U-' • 

· · -· -//. 1 ~ , · ,. . i / . l -;-.,,,_,, -- -
_;: ~ ~;'~~-~~~ 1 ....... ,.r __ 

j:iJL:,·n· or,,,..,,n r.'~ r~,., V v : \A.II 1,,V1,,,vvl t l, .. ;J ✓• ~-~:i::."~= 

TO · 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 
. . . 

H. Belmont 

Mr, W. C. 

C 
-~O:.11,HJNI ST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION -is ..:- ·c·· -· /1. · · · • ••· 

L ·-· ,·, , i' _.- .. 
'· 

DATE: August 30 ,· 1963 

.. 

-, . ; . : : . , ' . . . . ..... " : .. ! 
•' 

..:r ~cL.:u.:-;:;:." ___ _ 
c.v:::,,s ___ _ 

G.2!e __ · __ -=.:, 
Roser. ~ _. _ 

Su!Bvan ~ 
T~vel _.J_• __ 
Trou~•--­
Tele. Room __ 
Holr:1,e-s __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

· Reference is made to. the enclosed material· on which tl1e 
. Director hns written: "This memo reminds me vividly· of those I 

received when Castro toolt over Cuba: ·Yoµ contended then that Castro and 
his cohor.ts were not Communi$ts and not influenced by· Communists. 'rime 

-~lone proved yo~ wrong, I for one can't ignore the memos re King, 
. et al _as. having only an infinitesimal 

on the efforts· to exploit the American Negro by the Co1mnunists." :effect 
I .. 
1 The Direttor is ·correct. W~ were completely wrong about I . . 
believing the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago 
,that Fidel Cistro was ·not. a conununist or hnder communist influence. On 
~nvestigating ·and writing about communism and the American Negro., we 
~ad better remember this ~nd profit by ihe les~on it ~hould teach us. 

: I do think.that _much of the difficulty , rel a ting to the rner..oro.n--
.dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the 
word "infll!~nce._:1 We do not have, and no Govei·nment agency or private 
;organization has, any yardstick which c;::.n accurat.el~• measure ''influcncG 11 

/:i;h -:th.is pn.rticular c·ontext, even ~hen we }mow it docs exist such as in 
fthe Onse of the· obvious influence of 

over Martin Luther King and King' s"":fnfluenc·e-ovei· .. other1'61;·.i?o 
~~ei's,· Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful 
·dem~gogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other 
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of 
inegroes. We must mark him no.w, if we lin.ve not done so before 1 as the .-"\ 
;1.11.Q.§.t__gn_ng,~_r_QY.§.Y_e_gxg __ C?_f_.~e f~!~_;:e in this Na tj..9..11_Jrg_;11_ .tne_.standpoin-ty- / 
;Qf .... c.ommunism, .... th~ N_Qg_1:g __ nnQ}i~!!?n~-~-,.~:P.~uri tv. · . ·.. . ti 
i , . 

I On determining. :viembership of Negroes in the Comr.mrITs't Pnt:ty, 
-we are.not confronted with the same problem.· We do have here·accurate 
!yardsticks for· establishing mGmbership. :Of cou1·se, our standards are 
~ery eiacting. This means there are mnny Negroes who are fellow­
:tra~ellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or 'unknowingly, 
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The olc1 
.communist prin~-ple still holds; "Communism rnust···be, bqil t with non- . 
1communist h~·s '' '£herefore, it may be unrealistic ·to limit ours,·; v8s as 
jwe have been ~1o 1:IL_to legali_~!i.c ... proof or definitely conclus~ ,.~_c ... -~- J-~?n_ce 
! .,, ___ .,-- f't°". . "' .. / I 
1Enclosure -· , --·· · · ····· ·· · · · . -- ..... -.. ______ ..... 
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-- ---
Mcmor~ndum for ~r. Belmont 
RE: cc~~tTJ~iI s-: .P,\RTY, U~A 

NEGRO QUESTION-
100~3-75 

-1 ' 

l that would stand up i,!!__:!~_sj:_i_mc;rny _in_ £·om::t or before 99Egres~io_Il;al 
commi_!:_1:~.~-s that the Communist Party, USA, do-es· wield substantial 
1nrluence pver Negroes which_ one day could 1:>ecome· decis~ ve. 

. . . 

The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned, 
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, djd -f suffer from such limitations .. These li~itations w~ ~ill make every 
effort to lift in the future. The great amount 6f attention this 

·Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negro 
should enable us t6 do this.. · · · · 

For· example, -here at the Sea:t of Government, the Negro -­
communfst .question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor ar.d 

·during the past few·we-eks four me .. n have been. so occupied. Additionally,­
(1) -specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist 
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monograph~ have been,written on the 
subject. a.nd \'ii,dely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are me1:1ornncla 
and reports; (4) .i\ugust 21,· 1963, we devoted t~e entire Current ... Intql J.i­
gence_ Analysis to the communist plans for_ the Negro March of August 2·c 1 

1963, (1•1:9 copies of. this, Analysis were di£iseminn. ted .to 44. agencies of -
the Government); (5) much material on the issue 1.s given to Agen:'::s- rit 
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this. Div:i.sio!1 
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro 1.1:-i.~'ch 
on Washington and issuing instructioni for increased c6vciage of 
commupist influence -on the Negro._.· . 

· ·. As the memorandum pointed out, "this Nation is_ involved in :a .. 

I form of racial revolution and the -time has never been so right for 
~?C.J21.9_i_t_a_ilii~~Qf "tiie~·i•ieg.roes bY. ... communf s·f°p1:opa"g°andist.s. ii_··-·:Ninete.en mi 11 io:· 
Negroes constitute the great.est single ··rac:i..al-·target qf the Con: .. ~unist 
Party, USA. This is a sombre reci.li ty we must never lose sir;ht_ of. \'ie. 

,will do everything po~sible in the troubled 'future ~o oevelop for tbe. 
~Director all available facts relating to Neg:;.•o membership in the Com.,mnis~ 
_;Party, plus the more complex a:i;id difficult' to ascertain inf~uence -
iof communist organizations and officials ovei; the leaders and masses of 
1 Negroes. · : ... ' 

We regret greatly that the memorandti~ did not measure up to 
what the Director has a.right to expect from our ~nalysis. · 

RECO?iU,1ENDATI ON: 

For the intoririation.of the Directo;c- • 

2 .. . -166-
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TO 
.'I! 

\ 

• r ', :::~~~ •,~'.~:.,::' ,, ;" - J0•0-•06 

• : •. ~j •• ..,,,.,; ttQ. •0. JI • 

t;:'-:rn.n ST:\TES c;c R'.'-1:-0tE:\T 
l 

1\11 e1nora11c!urn 
llr, W. C. Sulli6 

FRo:-.1 : Ur. F. J. Bn.umgardner;, 
~?/'(Y Con,ly __ _ 

sunJr:c·,O co::.a.mNL3T P . .\RTY, l!S,A, 
NEGnQ_QU.ESTI O:{ 
COlJ.!JUNIST. IW.:'LUZACE IN H.ACT.AL 
iinzRNAL SECUr.ITY - co:.::?.!UlH ST 

Jf .. 

11ATI'.ERS 

l. Tbis memorandum recom.':1.ends incrca!';cc~vera_g_e of cor:rniunist 
i influer~e 0!1 the HC:'"'rO. The lll.S to:?.·~· of the -Con::rnnist" i>ar-r~-;:-1J~~~\-·-­
' '{'C.1.)lJSA), is _r.,r.d.<::-ce m.th_ ~t~ ~ter,nts to e:-:ll]_oj.t:...,.__influence_aP:..~ 
i recn:i t .tho lie:rro. 'fne J,rarc:i on Washiniton, 3--28-63, was a striking 

e:;.:ar.1pTC7:;-Z-~C!fe-o!!lrlunist ::i.ctivi ty as Pa1·ty le:1ders early put into "" 

\ 
motion e:Zforts to ~ccruc gains foi• the CPUSA. from the· Un.rch. Well- '\ 
docuraented inforrn~tion conccrnin~ the Party's influence on a principal 

) 
l.fai..rch leader, r..:;verend M .... rtin Luther Kin~, Jr. 1 is but an exc>.mple. \ · 
The prese~ce at the M~~ch bf nround 200 P~rty cembers, ranging fro~ 1 
several national functionaries headed by/CPUSA General Secretary Gus ~ 
IIal1°7: to na.ny ranl;:-and-f ilc r.1e::1bcrs, is clear indication of tb,e Party's 
-"~,----; .... - --1·r--t t·-'·c .... ,.,..,.ro) ... ,...•·y ..,.,_,.,.,~ ... l,<;; 1.•4 t;;t.; , l.h ~\L·b l.VU•4 • , ... 

All indications arc that the ?,!.arch was not the "end· of the. I line" ar..d that the Party wi 11 s tcp up its ef f orts"""l:o expl.i t racial · 
unrest and in every possible way cl::i.i~ credit for itself relating to 
anr "gains" achieved by the ?,cr;ro. A clear-cut indication of the 
Party's dcsir;ns is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive \ 

' 

leadership meeting in z;ovcmbcr, 1963, wh.ich will deal pri111.arily _\yi t11 \ 
the ?{e~ro situation. This ·ncct1ng is to be preceded by a";_QLis -Ha.1/17 l 
"b~rnstor:::ini;" trip throut;h kC}' areas of the country to fJeet. P~~Jr j 
pcppld and thus better prepare hibsclf for the Novembe;.~~etin~~ 

' . . . .. ~-

l The entire !icld is bcin~ nlcrtcd to this sih1h.tio1f':in ~ 
proposed SAC Le- t tcr (at t;:chcd). Tho. f i~ ld ;_~ being i~~-i·uct.~.d to 
intensify our covcr:q:e: or co:::~unist influence on the Neira _bj giving 
fullest cons itlcr:1 t _ion to the u•:e of .:,. ll possible invest :lgn;({ve 
techniques. In ndc!it1on, th;~ fidd i_t; :bq!nr!'~.;told to intensify its 
covcra:~c of tho!.il' cc;.::.;::.uni!H fro::tn throu~h which the P~rty chn.nncJ.s· 
its influence :ind to 1r.:c·r~~1!:,· it~; 1::\'(•~:ti;::ations of the many Party 
members n.nd du;1cs who cr.;::'\;:c· 1~ ;~c: iv 1 t \cs on behalf. of the Party 
in the 1;eiro ii_,..-ll!. :'· .. :-t~:e:-, •.,,_. :,.r•.· !;:.1·(:!::~in~··thc·urgcnt neod for 
im:-t~inative =i.r:.J :-.::,::·,··.·d'.'l' t.·.,:i :1.·:: t,, 1, •• htiU.zed ·through our Countel·­
intc-llir;ct:.ci.~ ,·::, .:.-:~:-:--t::-.·:,,: ,:_,·=• 1 i:::.(•_;.t t~ attc-r.!1:it_ to neutralize or 
disn1,)t the l'.:i.rty':.. :\<:i ~vit. '-'-·:; ~11 t!:c :,.--~_~i·o. field. Necessity for . 
prompt h:\ndlino o! :i.ll !:ic,J;~; oC thi~; t::lltcr to insure timely disscmi-

. n:ition to t!·1c l),:_>p.:i.rt:::t:nt :i.1at or.r,,,U",,ir1lt~1·c::.Lc-c.l;,n,aanc-i.0E: ;.~ ·~,so bcin;. 
J 

. J • u., ..... / , ··• ,,., "-ib--d.J. - "t.> 
cmphasizcl ~ : . ~ .. ., · ·• · • •· ' - .:_.-,:: ~ ....- .::.) i..: / 
100-3-llG . -· . . _ '.it OCT l(i ...!9r1 ' 
i _ ~~~.f, (Cl't:~.:., :u•:~ro r.,~.:,•-,nt"fl) ? t 

· · , I• • I•, J 
-_1.67-- -' .. 

, ... ' .. . . 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
RE: COW,~J!U-S1' PARTY,. USA 

NEGRO QUZSTIOH 
COMMUNIST INFLUI.:!\CE IN RACIAL 'MA'l'Trms 

(ioo-3-ll~j · - ·. 

1 

The. proposed SAC Letter requires key·- security offices 
·to submit to the :&.1renu, within 30 days, ~.n .analysis of their 

- _ cu:i:-rr-mt coverage o:f communist acti vit-ies in the Negro field plus _ 
. details of thei-r- pl~n~.; for intensification_. Also, those 10 

_ offices participating in the Counterintelligence Pro.gru.m on a 
regular basis arc I?eing required to include in _their next monthly 
letters du_e. 10--15-6.3 their plans to neutra.lizc or disrupt Party 
·activities in the Negro :field. , · 

RECO~.mENDATI ON: 

If approved,- a:tta.ched Sfl.C Letter go forvmrd apprising 
the field as -above a,i.d \lrging full implementation so that the 
desir~d results may be _achieved. Also at~a6he~ for ~P~~oval are, 

_];ecess~ry t!anual changes. ______ · 

z ... ...,_ 

" f z 
i 

z .. .. -4 ~•· ~ 

• ~. l • • -... -

M I ---~' -- ~ 

I. ., 
• 

., 

-~ • 

~ - -i . 
.. - - .. 
.. 
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,e 
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I 

t\,r·· .. ··-

...... 

.. 

9/18/G3 
• · H~lrc<·S __ _ 
•. C=r.i!y __ _ 

1..1:EMORANDUM FOR THE D!HECTOR 

While the aUached memorandum 
bears ttie initials of l'.·Ir. Bam11gardner, 
it was prepared from a rough-draft furnished 
to him by :Mr. Sulliva!1. ' 

Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoa a!1d I3elnwi;t 
read the memorandL111; and agte~d with il ~ 

It should be understocd that 

prior to its submission. · (· .; _ :.~· . l/ i",,.. _ ~ _5 
. REC-~ ~ ---~-- -=---

Enclosure /.-.'_., 

l ... ·-·····• 
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:i ·ll . , j,. 
{J 

To: Mr. A. H. Belmont 
~ 

From~ Ur, W. C. SulJ~(v£ . 
U ,-iY . 

Re: Cmt!:lUlH ST PARTY, U,~A-. 

. . 

Date: 

~EGl10 QUESTION 
cc:.1::m!I ST n~rLu:.:i-:c::::: IN llAC:AL UATTETI.S .. 
J:N'l'ElGi"M-' SECU"£U TY - C 

Pred:l.cl:'. t~.on.: 

V 

Rei-ei•ence · is made· to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63 
~nd ~o the attached prop6scd SAC Letter. 

. .. On returning from a few diys leave I have been advis~d of 
the Directer' s continu.::d dissn. tis::n.(!tion ..-,•i th the Ir.a.nnGr in •,;.hicl.:. -~ 

\ 

we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent. · 
memor~nda on the same subject matter. This situation is very 
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division 
responsible for this are~ of work, .and we c~rtainly want to de 
e~erything possible to correct our shortcomings. We absolutely will 

I not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have ~ade or ba 
I stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this m:::.tter. 
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter 
unt:i.l there was a clarification and 2. meeting of minds relati_ve to 
the c;,uestion of the extent .of communist influence over Negro0s ar1d 

I 
their lead. ers. , In this memo_ randum I will seriously and. sincerely . 
try to clarify a most regretable situation.. It- is prepared not on 

· official office memorandum but rather on. plain bond bel·ieving th3. t 
· this discussion need not be mad_e a matter of official record.. · 

,, . .. 

Common °Agreemeht: 

·-~. . First, I am sure we all are. in agreement.on the following 
C'I 

wbich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief 
a'tta-~hed: · (1) . for the past 44 years the Cor.ununist Party, USA, has 

J spent enormous sums. of money and ceaseless efforts to influence 
Negroes and to make commtinists out of thcin; (2) the 19 million 
Negroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial 

I 
~arget of the Communi~t Party, USA; (3) ~legro leader Mart~n Luth,:::r 

: King, ____ does hnve as an cxtrcmnlv important 
· advisor :(4) we 

are right now in this nation engaged in a form. of soc:ial ·-revolution 
and the tirae his ·never been so right for exploitation of the 
Negl·oes by coinmunist propagandists i and (5). .. : the Communist Party· 

_,·.-could in the future make prodigi_ous_stridcs·and c;ren.t successes with 
the American Negro to the serio~s detriment of our national security. 
In nddition to tho above, the material furnished cor.tained mn.ny pa;;es 
of specific examples of communist -policies. :P,J;:.O.p.;-l.·a.me--a.n<l-~eti vi ti cs 

·· :., . ''\\t.c;u.t-i. 
_Enclosures. ~~ ?- :Yt -l ~ . . . 
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&cmorandum fc~ ~r. Bel~ont 
RE: C01.1ir!IJNIS1' ~'AR.TY, ·usA 

NEGRO QUESTION , 
·cmrnUNIST INFLUEfrCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 

showing communist involvement in Nc~_ro ~ncial_ matters in this nation, 
relative to which we can all agrcio. 

Essen~c of the Situation: 

The essence.of the situ::i.tion sce.:ns to be this:· We 

/

presented what_-facts.tbcre are in our files in the Drief in question 
and I know that. the Direct.or certainly. would __ not ~-~:1t us to. do other 
tha~ this. ~~he position taken nt the time the Bricf.~was written was 

·. that, while there is communist influence being exei·~od on Negroes -
and. Neg~o leade:s, ~ ~ .. ll.\~--J~oj: _ _;:q_~c~~~!l!e p~~~-~~-5:-~-~g_?:1:ltC?J_ .. ~.1:' · · 
~J.E_at~!l·\ Tln.s h1.si:or1cn.llj' h::-.~ been the posi t1on of the .1:,ure~u 
in "-this mat ~.::,r in light, of f ili:. reviews going back ten to cwen:ty . t-

years. '~~~r" ~ ~ M-<-·*· ~- t~ .~.!J.-•v\~ ~ 
~ \ ~.(...!1... ~ \ \... . .,1 .... ~ /c..cr-:-,· ,·.•-.P.,.._. - * •. 

The Historical Position: cro __ · QJ /---- . 

For example,. in· a datai lcd document prepared on Corrilli.unist 
Pa:i:-ty and the Negro in· 1953, we find the statement· referring to. "the 
fai;I.ure _of the Communist· Party· to attract ev~n. a signif'icant nu~nb~r 
of Negroes -in the ·_Uni te_d States to its number. 11 

_ -Anot..her 'e;1w .. !!.ipl e _ is 
to be found in a~ analys~s in this snme field prepRred by'tbe Bureau 

· in }.95~L to the effect tha,t co:n:nunist of forts have been "unsuccessful 
on a state or national level" in inf il tr~ ting "legi tj:rna te :t,,egro­
fraternal, protest and fcprovemcnt ori;anizations·; 11 ·although they ·made 
lir.ii.ted success i-n sot:ie "isolated chapters. 11 The Direct.or's .book, 
Masters of Deceit, ·published in l ~f1.~ states: 111 t became· obvious . 
that. the Party, dcspi to great cf forts,· had failed to win ovei• even 
a significant minority of ?-:Cr;rocs." In 19GO the Directqr' s st:::.tement 
to The Committee on the Judicinrv, United States Senate,_ rends: 
11lt is no secret tha 't or.c oi . t!~u ui. t .:crest Glsappointw~nt;::; of · 
communistic• efforts in this Nn t ion hus been their f'nilure to lure 
our Negro ci tizeris into .the Pa rt:,•. 11 In ,1962 similar. public sta temeut£ 
were made. On.page ~even of the Brief submitted to the Director ·· 
under the date of Augus~ 23, l~GS, t.lns historical position ~•as 
restated and it was snid, "One of tho bi ttcrest disappointment.s of 
the communists has bc·cn their sl nl~l<J !':ii lure to ltn~e n.ny s;i.g-nif ican't 
number of our Negro citizens into the Party·. 11 This statement was 
sot: forth again ;iri, the cover oc-:.~01·:1.ndurJ which the Director marked~ 

· The point I wish to r:::i~~o here is thi.s: The. fact that thi.s 

I 
has been our historic~1l po51 Uon 111 th~ Dtn~c~u f qr ·many years is no 
r~~son to assume that it i!'._!)~~~ 1-.1~~~.!_J~_?sitiori nt this time,-:'ls the 
Vi rector has. cle.:iriy c:-:p 1 ~ 1 ::· ··J • -' .,;·;t·:.; · anll cone~ 'tionz change n.11d ~ · a::; 
the evidence inounts, na tu1·al ly -..·v rwcd to change our position along 
-1th this evid~nte; 

- 2 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

Ni!:GHO QUESTION 
COMMUNIST UffLUE?.;cE IN RACL\L MATTERS 

' . 
Inte:::pretation: ., 

As we know, fncts by themse~vcs are not- too mcaninl:;ful·, 
for they are ~ornewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted 
to the sa~e stones put in _the 1orrn of a sound edifice~ - It is 

·fJ obvious to 6i now.that ~e did not put the propei intcirprbtntion upon 
the facts which _w~ gave "to th_c l.Jirec tor. 

Martin Luther King:· 

We have been aware of the communist influence for.nearly 
two years on Martin Luthcir Kin~; Jr., head·of the S6uthein Christian 
Leadership Conference,· ri.nd in th~ ·co:nprclwnsi ve memorandum entitled 
"Co~unist Party, USA, i~cgro Quest ion," d:i. ted S/23/63 we- set out 
information to the effect that a number of Negro lenders:.in this 
country have had subversive connections in their bnckv.roupds and 

, tbnt." M?.rtin Lttther Kin:::. Jr •• hn..:: been dealing with 
I . 

i . As previously 
_st~ted, we are in complete agroccicnt with ~he~Director that 
communist influence -is bcini; ·exerted on M~rtiii Luther King, Jr., 
and that. King" is the strong-est of the N11r;ro leaders.: As we have 

. stated before·· in a memorandur:-i, w·c rc[:ard Lta.rtin Luther King to-
be the roost dang_orous a.nd cf-fcctiv-e Ne,;ro leader in the country. 
In addition, we know the Party 1s·dircctin(~ a· major effort tov-1ard 
strengthening its position nmong the Negroes in~srauch as we have 

1 information the Party plans_ t-o i ntcnsify its efforts to exploit 
the racial situation for the purposo of gaining itifluence amohg-
the Negr_oes. - ·- ··· ------ ·- ·-----· 
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Memor~cdu~ for Mr. Bel:ont 
RE: CO!·,.P.ilUI-fI ST .!>1\t<.TY, USA 

NEGRO QlmSTION . 
COM1fUNlST INFLlillNCE IN .RACIAL MATTERS 

SAC"Letter·to the Field --· 
~ 

• 

_I would like to set forth -here briefly why I think that 
the enclosed SAC L<;!tter, which w~s returned to us by the Director, 
should be sint to the fi~ld offices. My first reason is this: 
We need to renew ou:r efforts· arid ke·ep the pressure on· and_l.e.ave . 

. ~~,_1:one_ u~_t_u:f.'.~ed to de_y_~_1:.<?c~-~~~l)~ __ np.~L~_ll __ facts .Y?~i_c!~ -~~±'i$.t_ 
in -thi·s matter. Some of these facts may not yet have been 
iiheRi~thea··by--our field offices, and· will not 'be unless we · 
follov,• up this matter ·evermore closely with them. l.1y second 
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related 
to the present changing situation inthe ·communist Party·..;. Negro: 

. relations .area._ During the· past tv:o weeks_ in particular there 
have been sharp· stepped-up act:i.vitie_s- on the part :of cor.uuunist 

-officials te> infiltrate and to dominate.Neg::-6 develop~ents in 
this country. Further, they are meeting. with successes. _ .This .· 
sho'!lld be no surprise to us because since 1;:he Negro march on 
Washington on Augus:t 28 comr.tunist officials have been .doing all_­
po:;;-;i~le to e:;.:ploi t the very troub].ed r_!l.ci2.l. situation· .. _As' 
they m·.id wcekG ago, the end of the Negro march would be the 
beginning of evermore systematic a,.cti_vi ties ·on their part to 
penetrate and· influence Negroes and Negro le:1.ders. They 'are . . 
now j_n full force acting :upon t~i~ intention -of ,-theirs expressed _ 
week_s ago. The field sllould_ be alerted to -this fact and given ·- -· 
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist· - Negr.o 
activities. The SAC Letter fn·question_will be a .great heip­
toward this end, and it should result in our deve1o·ping important 

. facts relating to tbe current changes and per.tinent activities 
.,. going on during the past :few·weeks in this entire field. 

Subject of Deep Concern 

May I repeat that.our failure to measure up to what the 
Director expect!3d of us in the area of. communist - Negro relations 

\
is a s~bject of ~,;:y..,_dqep __ cpncel,"n to us in the Domestic Intelligence 
Division. We are disturbed by this and ought. to bo. I want him ---· - - . -. -·-·----·••··· . . .. . . 
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Memorandum :fo-i- Mr. Belmont 
RE:. CO!,I:,fu1HST PArlTY, USA, 

NEGRO QUESTION 
com,ruNIST INFLUE1'1CE IN RACIAL MA'.r'r.::ns 

·• r 

..... .. 

.. 
to know that we will do eve~ythin~ thnt is huuanly po~siblc to 
develop all facts nat.ionwide relati vc to the con::-:un1~ t oenc ti·a tion 

·and influence over Negro leaders and their orr,anizntions, 

'RECOW:fENDA'rION.3 ~ 

(1) 'l'hat the Director reconsider givina approval for sending 
the enclosed SAC Letter to the field, 

(2) In order that other agencies ::1:11d pro□incnt GO\'c•r1rncnt 

I 
officials will be aware of the deterc1incc! cf.f:O1·ts of th0 Cor.u:mnist 
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Dircctqr :ipproves we 
will prepare a concise· document settinr;. forth .cle~u·ly tho:::;o ~ t tcr.1pts 

• 
to penetrate, :i.nfluence, and cor.t:?.·ol tht.? ::cciro ~ov,~r.'":l t. Cy :·;ct tin~ 
these facts forth, succinctly and cl~arly, lhc rc~d~r cnnnot help· 
but be impressed with the .seriousness of tho co::rn:uni~; t ::tcti vi tics. 

- 5 
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.'ot•on --~ 
s,,,mcnt~ 

, __ _ ,·. a=~-
·" • y . • 

R -~-"~"---
• 

lffi. TOLSON: rotter __ _ 

Tele. Room __ _ 
Hol:nea __ _ 

· : · The attached analysis of ; candv !j Communism and the Negro A!ovement is' -1 
highly explosive. It can be regarcie~s . 

I a personal attack on Martin Luthei"\J.-~ing. ···---:-' 

ll There is no doubt it will have a 'jteavy 
imp~ct on the Attorney General ~nd anyon~ 
else to whom we disseminate it. · It is 
labeled TOP SECHET. However, ··even such a 
high classification seems to be ·no bar 
today_ to a leak, and should this leak out 
it will add fuel to a matter which may 
already be in the cards as a politicnl 
issue during the :forthcoming Presidential 
campaign. 

· · T!:.o ~eru.o:,. c:1.lHi.u11.1 makes good reading and · 
~,: ll1s. based on ihformation from reliable sources. 

·~:; : [We may well be charged, however, with 
- ; · expressing opinions and concl~sions, ·parti-. ·!,\ : 

cularly with reference to some of the 
~:--- stat~ments about King. ..J .. t .. _·:•:~~ · .. 

··- ; . 'l'\]'~~ ~ ~ ~~- ::(.~ . ..·, 
'~ T~is me~orandum ~ay ~t~l:~· !h.e,Atto11ney 
_ ,. General·, particularly _in view\.bf,.-h1s past 

. association with King, and the fact that we 
are disseminating this outside the Department. 
He may re~ent this. Neverthelesa,~the 
memo.randum is a· powerful war11ing.:_.1:llia,J..n§! 
Communist, influence... ;i.n the Hc'?;ro mover:1e!l1,; 
a."1 ,v'e°\vrrr73"ec:,.rrying out o·ur responsibility 
by is~cn1in~ting it to the people..,..J;ndicated 
in _!'he •attached memoran~/ ) • ,;:;t:, 

~ -V ~ l -•~:;v 

... 
~.:. . 

~~M~\ ..!-tfr-~""~;).~r if:)_~~~~-· ).-s 
I \~ I 'j4'' I• """f-..-. . • 

,;:I\ r.""-"'"'-="· _,.. 
- ·1 -. ·, • • • / I I '\ 

. I I : t-:-J c,:;JJ' · -... ~Y "'""' •1 'Lt-= c J'_s - 1 rrri - , 
. %~"' 

8 OCT 23 19C3_ 
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; FGF:JFW:vek 

Mr. J~ Earl Pay 
Post Of .Eice- Bex 1.3 
Brus.l-iy l•b'.mtain Perri tentiaxy 
Petros, .Te:nn·assee 37845 

Daar Mr. Ray: 

In May of 1976 the Attorney Ga:ieral of too United . 
States _c:i:mted. a task farce for t..~ purpose of ·reviewi-ng 
th-.3 FBI' e invast.igation of ths &nsassination of 
Dr. l-arti.n Lutoor Y~, Jr. 

'lbe task force is r-:0w in the process of winding up 
its in:rili-y before mlh--nitting a final report to t.'1e 
Attorney General. P .. owever, we feeJ. that our inquiry will 
not be o::,r.-plete unless -....~ give you an oPiX)rtunity t.o state 
~'OU.r parti.cipatlcn, or lack of participation, in t.h.~ 
m.irder of Dr. King. · 

.Accordingly, we hereby request, through your attorney:, 
J~ H. Lesar, Esquire, your COL,sent to an interview by 
roerroors of the task force. If you should agree to t.alk 
to us, our ti.lre schedule requ.iros us to arrange for tJ1e 
interview to taJr.e place not later t.1·lan Dacenber 31, 1976. 

? . . 

Please let us kriow iranadiately \-,nether you desire 
to be intervie ..... ~ • 

Sinceroly, 

Fred. G: Folscr.t 
Director 

M!lrti.n wther King, Jr., Task Force 

o::: James ll. Lesar, Esquire 
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~rnslru Jl1.ounf~h1 f cnit c1tf rzr~ 
Jletrns, cafo:nn2ss2.e 3 7845 

Mr. Jues H. Lesar December 20, 1976 - . 
Attorney at Law 

1231 fourth Street, s.w. 
Wash. D. Co· 

Dear Jim: 

re: Ray v. Tenno- er. Indictment no. 16645; 

Shelby county, Tennossee. ( 1968) · 

In respect to y9ur letter sayi_ri~ -that a justice depart~ent attorney, ?-:r. 

Janes F. Walker, would like to interview t'le col'.!,cern1nc the above indict­

~ent, I a,rec with your advice opposine the intervie~. It would appear 

· that this Wvuld ouly be in the interest of the J. D. and their book wri ti:ilC 

collaborators,e.s., Gerol1 Frs~. Georie McX1111a:i, st al. 

· If they had wanted to interview th-e defendant, under oath, justice had · 

ample opportunity in the 1974 H.C. hearinG in .t-:e:rph.ie 1 Tennessee, throu~ 

their BUrrogote, ~- Henry Hdle; aatl I understand no represent~tive from 

justice appeared as a witnese at the,hearinG• 

At the present I believe the oi'IJ.,:, body I should testify before is a jury. 

I understand you to s'cy justice has not read any o·r the trs. or prior 

hearincs ~ suits. Therefore I 1ll include· 1n the cc copy of this letter 

to juotice a. copy of a Complaint that speaks to· the MLY. jr. matter ,nth 

attached_ Ex--A, · al thoe I doubt if justice ·or their publ1oh1n~ asnocio.tes 

will bo interested in the Co.cir>ldnt contentG. 

cc: Jruiee F. Walker, Esq. 

Sincerely: Ja.t1e.s e. Re.y·t/65477 

P.O. -Box--73, 

Petros, Te1m. 37345. 
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IN ':HE !HiIT::D ST.\TZ~ 'J!.f.:T~I:T ccu::T 
:0I{,TS£ 7/E.STZ~, DISi:-?ICT.OF·':'~t~!r~.'.3.'.:lZE 

- WESTZn..f tI1/I!.:IC:_l 

···············••·••······················· 

JA,.'!ES RAY~ 
Plain ti!! 

vs. 

TIME INC~ 

GEX>RGE t-:c?-:ILLV.N 

W. HENRY HAILE 

WILLIAM BRATFCRD HUIE 

GEROLD FRAMK 
HON. ROBERT M. McRAE 

B!l:::NDA.PZLLICCIOTTI 
Detendants 

Civil Action No. 

\ 

......................... • ......... ·-. . . . . . . . . ............................................ . 
COMPLAINT --------

, :.-: 

l. ALLEGATION OF JURISDICTIOH: 

( a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hei'ein subject ma:tter is 'cased upo~ 

diversity of citizenship ~d the amount in recover~. 

Plaintiff', .acting pro se, is a citizen of "the State of Tennessee under i10:tier­

ation ot -Law". in the su.·bject matter; defendant TIM!! I:o.c .• (h~re-i:Q.-after, TI?-IE) 

is_ a citizen or, the State of' Uew York; _defendant George z.:c?-!illian (here-in­

a.fter~. McMilllan)." .is a ~itizen ot the State o! ~assachusetts; de:f'endant ',•[. 

Henry, -~~i~_:·-.(~:;~·::i~~;iter,· Haile) i~ n citizen or the State o! Tenn~ssee; 
.· ·. ·•. :· .• .. :·• . : ·~-- ....... •' 

defendant Willirµ:i_.•Bratford Huie (here-in-~fter, Huie) i·s a citizen of the 
:- . . \. . 

ptate of ·Alabal!la; de!en.dant Gero:1:-d Frank (here-in-after,. Frank) is a citizen 

o! the State o·f New York; defendant Hon. Robert M. McRae (here-in-after, Judge 

·,:· ._,.,._ .. M~Rae) · 1s a citizen or the State of Tennessee; defendant P.renda Pellicciotti 

(here-in-atter, Pel:l:icc:i.otti) is a citizen o! the State or Tennessee. The 

mat.ter in controversy excee~s, exclusive o.! .. in_terest and .~osts, _,the sua o! 

ten thou.sand dollars. 

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the :existence o! a teder~ qµestion and the amount 
•. 
in controversy: 
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The action arisea under the ti!th, sixth, and fourteenth, a.mend!:!ents to 

t.he Untied States constitution; u.s.c. Title 28, S 1.3.31 (a), as ilere·-1n-· 

after mote !ully appears. lhe matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of 

inte.rest•· and costs, the SWll of ten tho~sand dollars. 

(c) Jurisdiction founded OD the e:xistance or a question arising under parti­

cular statute: 

. 
The action arises under Act 42 u.s.C.A. S 1983; u.s.c. Title 28 ~ 1343 (4). 

As here-in-a.f'ter mor·e !Ully appears. 

THIS IS .l\ll ACTION Hf LIBEL & CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. 

G.EUERAL BACKGROUND: 

On April: 4th 1968, Rev. Martin Luther- King jr., was shot ··d kille::tin, 

~emphis Tennessee; in May 1968 the pla:1.ntif! was indicted by the Shelby 

county gand jury (cr •. indictment no. 16645) !or said shooting; on March 

10th 1969,plainti!!, al1egedly through coercion by his· attorney; Percy . 
Foreman~ the prosecution, entered a guilty plea to said er. indictment; on 

'February 2::ld 1974 the U .s. Eti;h circuit court or appeals ordered an evident­

iary _hearing _into the circucstances or said plea, Ray v. Rose 491 F2d 285 

\c.A.6, 1974; on Feb1:'ilarY, 27th. 1975 after hearing said evidentiar:, proceedings 

the U .s. District court for the WoD. ot Tennessee; Hon. Robert M. McRae, _pre­

siding ruled against plaintiff, Ray v. Rose, C-74-166; on May 10th -1976 the 

u.s. 6th circuit court·of appeals u~held Judge McRae's ruling 1n·sa:1d evi­

dentia.ry hearing. Ray v. Rose, C-75-1795. 

Plainti.:r, JAMES E. RAY_, sues 
,_ 

De!~ndants,; TIHE INC.; GEO RUE }tcMILLIAM; W. HEN'RY HAILE; WILLI.AM BRI..TFORD 

HUIE; GEROLD FRA!lK; ROBERT M. McRA~; Brl.ErfDA PELLICCIOTTI, and ·alleges: 

2. That while awaiti.:?g trial in the aforementioned er. indictment the plain­

tiff copied down from recollection inforcation he had gained in his 1967 

associations, associations wh:1~h lead to.plaintiff being charged under 

sa:1.d indictcent. 

3. Tliat a brief summary of sa:1.d recol:lections and ·their subsequent •disposi­

tion by plaintiff are as follo~s: 
'.""180-
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om a money ~eceipt issued !ortn fro~ the Sheriff's office of the Shelby 
_, . -

county, Tennessee, -jail inf'ormation which plai:a.t:U'! beli.eved had a direct . ' • - I • C ,_,:~ ~; -

bearing on said er. 1~dictment. See, ~x--A. 

(b) the :information co:a.sisted -o ! telephone numbers &r one na~e. &r -~d<i_r1:.~a;. all 

DW11bers were written down backwards,-including the address-. 

(c) the two t'el'ephone numbers were list.ed next to the word 11S1.st"er", the 

!irst being listed in, New Orleans, Louisiana; the second being in, _Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana. 

(d) the address is listed under th.e name, Vera C. Sta.pies/ -

(e) the te1epb.one number listed under the :Saton Rouge address 'was -!urn:Cshed 

to plaintiff's attorney, Percy Foreman, who was representing plaintiff in -- --- .... 

said. c:r. indictment. 

( t): the -address was not ·investigated witil pl.aintif:£ was incarcer~t'ea upon 

pleaing to· said indictment; a compendium. of. the post tri.al ~vest:ig;;;,t:lon 

wou1d indicate: the inf'ormation cite.d above was given to a St. ·Lo-uis~·•mss-
. . 

· 0ur1. lal:ior :ieader,. and informed it pertained -to the MLK jr. c:ase, wl:io app­

arently in turn furnished said information. to a Nashville,. 'l'e~nes~ee-;,. ex-. 

Attorney to :tnvestigate; said Attorney had sources 1n the State of Louisiana 

ill'lestigate the 111atte:r an!i thereafter said Attorney reported the Baton Rouge 

listed number resident was under the i.nf'luence of the· Teamsters wrl.ont and 

the New Orleans listed number resident was among other· things an ar;ent·o:r 

a lli.deast organization disturbed because of: D~. Kin,' s -repor.ted: forthcoming, 

before his death, pu~ic support or the ·Palestine Arab cause~ ('.Re£erences to 

the address if: any was unclear~) 

C,) the pl.aintif'f bad come .by said name &- address shorUy before crossin:-
' 

the- border in November 1967 from Tijuana, Me_xico, into the Un:i.ted States; 

the name was Fandolph Erwin Rosen;. t.180 N.W. River· Drive, Miami,. Florida; 

a.th.er re!erence was made to a :tEAA; a check through the Miami directory in 
• : • ' 1 . ·~ , • 

. . " 

t:970 iti:d_icted no Rosen listed wi.th the above first !c second _i.zamie; in 1973-

?~ a Chica,o, Illi.ru>is, reporter was qu:il;'ed as ~o the name of:~ Rosen who . . - . .' ., . 

was an of.t:icial. in the rrot;ressive Laboe, Party, the reporter la~er responded 

sud Rosen, or Rosens, activities were mainly in the New· York, •New York, 

ar.e~; . shortly •therea·fte:r said· :reporter- was sub_stantiated by :mat.erial. .plain­

ti.t'f received indirectly from the l:roa_. !:lichard Ic:hord.. a congressman <f'rolll 
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Mi5souri; therea!ter an Attornei in Oklahoma City, Oltlahcma, was !t.t.rnished 

the Rosen D.aAe and askeQ if he could find any in!ormation re the subject 

in, New Orleans, and infor~e~ the subject might have a er. record; ~he Att­

or:aey'.reported back that the subject's last.J;laJle most likely was,. Rosebson, ... ,_ .. , 

an.d that he had a er. conviction in. new Orleans, Louisiana, !ederal court for 

· a narcotics violation; thereafter a Te:a.nessee licensed Attorne:, procured 

the tr. of said. conviction; subsequentl.:, another check was m~de throu~h the, 

Miami, telepb4ne directory which did list a "Randy Roseniion" but with an 
... 

aidJ:e~s discrepancy. 

4. That plaintiff intended the above infor!llat;ton for exclusi Te use, art er 

a through i!lvestigation, in a jury trial under said er. indictment--rather 

than !or coiuercialzing in. the communications industr:,--and in consequence 

"!Withheld. parts thereof from plai~ti!f'·s er. Atto:Z:.neys,. who were enmeshed 

with defendant (novelist) William Bratford Ruie ill commercial publishing 

-v:exitu.res: 1,st) Attorney Arthur Hanes. sr., who immediately upon entering the 

suit contracted wi.th defendant,_ Huie and 2nd)_ Attorney Percy Foreman,. who while 

not en.terin~ into -literary· contracts with .l-~r. Huie until Jar.uary 1969,- two 

aoDths after Foreman's enterin~ the slti.t,. Mr. Forema.ll did not question plain­

ti!! about said information or ather aspects o:C the er. indictment--because 

of his (Foreman•· s) admitted trial preparation methods-an til. Fe bruarJ- 1969 .. · 

5. That in Febrp_ar:, 1969,. after Percy Foreman had entered into literary 

contracts with defendant,. Hµj..13,. plainti.f".f' furnished Attorney Foreman with 

the above mentioned,. Baton :Rou:;e,.. phone number and asked him to investi:ate 

1.n connection with the MLK jr. homicide~ Shortly thereafter l'lr. Foreman 

• replied in effect that if there w.ere to be any telephone numb.ers refered 

to:':i.A court he (Foreman) ·would furnish. them through contacts in interstate 

~a.l'lb1i.n1:--Mr. Foreman mentioned a,. Mr .. Meyer Lansky\. as his source. 

6. 'rb.at subsequently. after the prosecution and Percy Foreman· had maneuvered 

p1a:1ntiff' into entering a plea to said in~ictme:12t,. the plaJ.nti!! on· March 

. Hth 1:969 was che.cked into the Tennessee State penitentiary--N'ashville 

Branch--and therein all plaint:1.!~•s personal property includin, the paper 

herein attached as E.X-A,· and including incoming le:al &- personal letters 
. . 

~ailed to said prison.- were .~onfiscated !rem plaintiff~ Two or three days 

~ later a!ter discussin~ brien:,· with. State corrections commissio:iaer, 'Eiarry 

, Av.er:,,. the letters includin, EX-A were returned to plaintiff' by said, -182-
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• -com.aissioner, Harr:, Aver:,.''{('ixc·epi' tor· ~:'thin line circling. s~c~ <,rri tinc;a 

the property seemed in order. 

·7.J That prior to Plaint1!! 1 s transfer to the aforementioned.penitentiary, 

Commissioner Avery, the late Governor or Tennessee, IIon •. Buford Ellington, 

an.d Governor Ellington's adoin1:,strative assistant, Mr •.. Wi~liam L. Barr:,, 

had decided and ~2~!:!:.!:~J:o writ!~~ (see, Avery test11:1on:, in, Ray vs. Russ­

ell, U .s. Dis·. Ct. H.D. Tn. Civ. Action no • .5.590, 1970).Plainti!'i'' s treat-

1:1.ent upon enterine; ca.id penitentiary,ie, arbitrary lodging of Pl_ainti.t'!' in 

solitary con~ineoent i.111.Clediately upon his entering prison. 

' 
~. That thereafter on {March 13,. 1969) when plaintiff commenced petit:!.oning 

the tr:!.aJ. court .for a new trial under ss:1.d indictcent, .Co':1Jllissioner Avery • 

attempted to persuade. Plaint:!.!f' again.st seekin~ a triaJ. _under sa,:!.d :!.nd:!.ctment 

and af'ter !ailing that informed Plaintiff that he would hever be releasted 
• 

from solitary conf:!.!'.-:?::ient while he (Aver:,) was corrections com.missioner. 

9. That in the succeeding years until the present Plaintiff has been arbi­

trarily locked in solitary conf'ine:iient/segregation. for approximately five 

year.El, during which tit1e their has been severaJ. suicides by prisoners bece. 

ause· of the hareh!:1ent of the confine::ient including two (2) 'who bu.I'.ned the1:1.­

selves to-deat~. See, ~--B. 

19. That after .the aforementioned ple~ by Pl.aintii'f the trial Judge, Hon. 

Preston Battle, departed frot1 Memphis, Te~~ssee; for a vacatio~ ~d while 

on said vacation the then Governor. of Tennessee, Hon. Buford Ellington, 

upon learning of Plaintiff's effort to ~eceive a ju.ry trial under said in­

dictment, dispatched State officials to located Judge Battle to offer hie 

:" the next Ap_pellate Judgship vacancy if the Judge would deny Plaint:Lf'f a 

trial. u,nder the petition .refer.ed to in paragraph.-8 aoov·~. 

• 1 l •• That on or about March 12th 1969 iil. .. the prison segregation bu:1ld1ng 
: .. ~ ·:.~ :· .~-~--.-;~'-, . 

Plaintiff' was confronted through a ·ru~_e·.'br:~~cial agent, Robert ,Jensen 

of. the Memphis, Tennessee, federaJ._ b~reau !Jf .investagation otrice. The 
. . 

·. thrust· of ••r. Jensen's ·conversation was seeking coo_peration oi Plaintirt 

in furthereing the FBI •investigation or said. c;-. indictment. When Plaintiff 

refused the cooperation ·offer· Mr. Jensen upon de.parting said Plaintiff' could 

e:xpect-Piaint:t:f'f' Brothei:-s•'(John t.r Jerry. Ra:,) to join· him in prison,: or words 

to that e!fect, -thereafter:· -183-
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Ca) IJlali!.f' 1 s br?,ther_, Je"J:r.Y_ Ray, was int.dated to the extent 
that he had to resign his job in the Chicago, Illinois, area; sub­
sequently after forcing him !ro~-his job the FBI attempted to !rac:ie 

ha !or nuaerous crimes. 

· (b) plaintH'-i'' s other brother, John Ray, was arrested by police 
while driving his car in the St. Louis, MisSt"..Ll".i, area and subsequent­
ly charged by the FBI !or aiding and abetting a bank robbery. Tried 
and conVicted with a de!en.da.nt whom tho government alleged actually 
.robbed said bank, John was given_18 ·years and the alleged robber 10 

years; upon appeal the alleged robber's conViction was reversed by the 
8th U.S. circuit court o! appeals because the fruits o:f' an illegaly 
search.& se:Lzure _was use_d against him; however, the 8th cir-cuit ru1ed 
th111' the fruits o! the illegal ·:.ec:..:.·ch was not ground for reversing 

. . 
John Ray's case_becasue the alleged eVidenco {stolen aoney) was not 
taken from him; upon re-trial th~- alleged robber was acquited; sub­
sequently-another defendant in the robbery ~as charged and entered a 
plea !or three (3) years which was later reduced to ei~teen months 
by the g9verill!lent. 

l& 

12. That in. June 1969 Plainti!f !11.ed a civil action in the-·United States 

Distric'!; court ror the M.D. of Tenne_ssee seeking to void contracts between 

pla:1.n.tit!, the aforementioned Per·cy F~reman, and defendant, Huie. In att­

emptin& to have said civii action (Complaint) dismissed, th.us necessitat­

ing the refiling by Plaintiff i::i. the W.D. ot: Tennessee, the defendants 

Att~rney the late, John J. Hooker sr., of the DaVidson county Tennessee 

bar, 111egalJ.y procured Plaintiff's entire prison record» in.eluding doz:icle 

informatilm, from the aforementioned corrections comm.;Lssioner, Harry Avery, 

e.n.d was thus able to have ·said Complaint dismissed in the M.D. of' Tennessee 

and refiled in the W.D. (civ11 action nq. C-69-199) before Judge McRae, 

because of said domicle informationc 

i3. That thereafter in-civil action no. c-69-199 one of Judge McRae 1 s 

initial rulin::;s-was ~hat said ac~ion would be decided·El-~~~2~!!!2~ rather 

than live testimony--subsequently the Judge dismissed the: suit- on. mo_tion .. 
---

14. That !ollowing the ~nited States .Sixth circuit court of ap::peala ruling 

on February 3rd 1974 ordering an_ evidentiary hearing into the circumst~cea 
. . . 

o~ Plaintiff's aforementioned guilty plea under said indictment defendant, 

Judge McR~e, again assumed jurisdiction to c·onduct _said hearing (.civil 

action no.C-74-166) and again· ruled that the two principal witnesses, the 

· -184-
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afore::ietitioned. Pere:, Foree~ ·_?.c de!e:idant Huie, would not ·have to undergo 

. 11 v.e testioon:,, £~L~-=~~~!~!~z• ':'he Judge a_ccomplished this h5µ :aAeu.;. 

'W:lr by 1;ulin~ the Plainti!f' s subpoena. ppw~s \l(ere lioited to a 100 mile 

radius of Meophis,. Tenne·ssee. 

That Judge McRae further prejudicial & arbitrary actions-~ i~actions 

listed below effectively diminished the Plain.tif':f.' 1 s right under t!:.e United 

States Supreme court mandate for o. !ull and ~quitabie evidentiary hearin~:. 

( a) the court ruled in effect P_ at the solici'tation of the 

State• s Attorney, ·dei'endant Ra:11~-who_ had coi;;plained to the court that 

th._e press was urging the State. to ask. certain questions of. Plcd.ntif'.1"-that 

Genera1 Hai.le could inquire of P1aintirr•~ alleged information he (plaint­

it!) provide ·said Percy Foreman concerning othe::-~ P!;son~ a1legedly culpa­

ble under said er. indictment. Thereafter, althoe Plaitjtif'f did r~rer to 
~ . •, 

tn!ormation described above as being_given to Mr. Foreman by Plaintiff, and 

with.in the confines of. the above court ruling, neither defendant,' Halle, 

or, Judge McRae questioned Plaintiff in the· matter. 

(b) Judge McRae in concert with defendant, Pellicciotti, has con­

eistently--despi te petitions from Plaintiff's counsel, James !t. Lesar­

decli.ned to forward to the u.s. 6th circuit court of appeals relevant & 

necessary portions of the transcript in said evidentiary ·hearing: specif-

1ca1ly, the definitive portions.of said transcript evidencing, Percy Foreman, 
. . £ .1'- . . . . ' ' . 

-a!ter,invatation, refused to offer live testil.iony in_said evidentiary hear~ 

ing; and thus through their deleterious inactions in the tr. matter.contri­

buted substantially to the 6th circuit decision against Plaintiff therein. 

. ' . 

(.c) Judge McRae has ignored a petition to take perpetuatin,g .testi-

mony,· filed after sai~ evidentiary hearing, from defendant, Huie. Mr. Huie 

being a principal character. therein. 

-15. Tb.at prior to said evidentiary hearing, Judge McRae, mislead or att­

empted to mislead. Plaintiff's Tennessee er. counsel as evidenced by a 

series of letters Plaintiff' received from said Counsei ·(Mr. Robert I. . . . . , 

Livings.ton) impl;rilng that .. during several _encounters with Judge .McRae he 

(Livingst~n) was lead to bel~eve the court w~s sycpathetic to Plai?.tif!'s 

case and thus a vi~orua presentation by Plaintiff's counsel would not be 

necessary or desirable. -185-
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16. That their have bee~ publicized alle6ations that, Jud5e McRae, is 

111.ore con.cercied rl th the political _ef !ects ot his decisions than· the 

law. Sae, EX--c • 
• 

1?. That tlie clerk ot the court defendant, Pellicciotti, wherein said 

evidentiary. hearing was conducted acted in concert .with, Judge !·lcRae, 

in declining to prepare and forward tr. material, described in paragraph 

14-b above, to the U.S. si~th circuit thus contributing substantially 

to the sixth circuit den:,ing Plaintiff relief under said evidentiary 

hearing. 
\ 

18. That defendant, ·Haile, who was the State's chief counsel 1n the atore­

nentioned evidentiary hearing, but is now in private practice, has libel­

ed Plaintiff' by aiding & abetting defendant, HcM:1.1.lian, in !-!cMillian1 s 

preparing & authoring the aforeoentioned artilce for defendant, TIME. 
. . ' ' 

19. That defendant, l-lcMilllan, inf'or.:ied Plaintiff's brdlther:, Jerry Ray, 
' \ . . 1, . 

ot h:1.s (t:feM:ll.J.ian• s) relationship with defendant, Hai.le.· . , , -····'.•. 
: !, ' • • 

.-20. That in _____ 1975 defendant, Haile, appeared with-defendant, McMillian, 

at the.Tennessee State :peni.tentiary-..:.Nashville Branch;_-wherein McMi.llian 

requested warden, James H. Rose, a personal friend of ·Haile, ·to contact 

Plaintiff and ask if he would consent to an interview by, HcMillia.n. 

Warden Rose did' forward said interview request to Plaintiff which Plaintitf 

declined and, thereafter., HaiJ.e ~ McMillian viewod the solitary confine:nent 

buiid.ing wherein Plaintiff was housed. 

\ Zt. That defendant, Haile, while asst. att. gen. for th·e State of T~nn-

·,} e.ssee several times publ;cly criticised court decisions unfavorable to him 

.in a manner EUggesting he was attempting to intic:1.d~te Judges, acts for 

whi.ch he subsequently was dismissed from the A.G. 1 s office by the Att- , 

.orney General for the State.of Tennessee. 

22. That in the January 26, 1976, issue of ~IME magazine (EX-D) under 

the title ot "The King Assassination Revisited", defendant, McMill..ian, 

aut_hored a malic:1.ous_ article subtitled "I'm gonna kD.; that ni&ger King" 

and a:tJ.eged said subtitle to.be a statement made_ by Plaintiff. 

Said article is litter~d with deliberate fabricat:1.ons, and whiie ot a 

hollywood.ish chararter they are delivered with malice intent, beginins .;.186-
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"• •• !~ l.963 A964 !·tarti~ Luther iCillg ... a on TV .oat everyday, talking 

defiantly about how ·Black people were goin5 to get their ri~hts ••• Ray 

Yatched it all. ·avidli on the.cell-block T"l,
0

at Jeff' City. He reacted as 

i!·K1Dg 1 s remarks were directed at him personally. He boiled when King 

came on the tube. Se began _to call him Mart,._n 1Luc1fer 1 King and Hartin 

Luther 1 coo.o'1 • It_got so that th~ very.sight o! King would galvanize 

Ray ". p. ·18 said article. .,._ 

· The facts are that their were no_TV sets in· the cellb1ocks or, cells, 

during Plaintiff's entire sojourn in the Missouri State penitentiary at, 

Jefferson City; and, that defendant McMillian is cogn1%allt or this fact 

through conversations with Missouri cor:e.ections of'ficials whom he has 

contacted for information nw:ierou~ times. Se~, EX-~J!. 

23. That several ot~ur deliberate fabrications with malic:lous intent in 

said artic;le are: 

(a). 11Ray and (his fellow convict Raymond) CuJ:'ti·s would set around, 

o!ten high on speed.••" . Speed being a :f'or.m oJ_ narcotic. p. 18. 

' ( b) 110n April 24, 1967., just one day after Ray· esc.i:ped from the 

prison at Je!f'erson City, he met hi-a-Brothers Jack and Jerry in Chicago's 

Atlantic Hotel. ••• ·" Allegedly, say1 s McMillian, discusSing '!;he murder.of 

K~t4 Luther King.· .P• 18. 

(c) that McMillian all.eged_Plaint:lrr•s Brotherf, John & Jerry Ray, 

had, .f'rom conversations with Pl~intif'!, ~owl.edge before the !act ot the 

MLK jr. murder. · PP. 18 & 23. 

24. That the State of Missouri's de_partment or_ corrections cocmissioner, 

~r. George r-t. Camp, alleges in ef':tect that de:f'endant McMillian :ls a fraud 

r in connect:lon w1 th Mcl-lillian I s aforementioned allegations concerning Plain­

tiff's conduct while in said ?1_isso~ri pen:ltentiary. See,. EX--E.-. 

25.. That the Missouri prisoner de!end.µit McH:lllian principally relies on 

to substantiate his allegations~ allegations that Plaintiff not only 

ploted the murder o.r MLK Jr. but was also _a nru;:cotic addict, narcotic 

peddler~ ect. ·ect~, is reveled to be one, Raymond Curtis. 

Sai.d•Raymond C~rtis, ·atte:nDted onced to ~onverse .with Plaintiff while in -----4-------- . . . ' . ·. . , . 

said pen,litentiary, thereafter he (Curtis) voluntarily ".checked into" 

segrega.tion, after being exposed as a pro!fes.::;ional 1.n·:t'or:ne.r, and thus 

-187-
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was thereafter licdted in his prison association to his own.type. 

·26. Tha~ shortly a!ter P:tro.ntif.f' s arest in 1968 to anser for said er. 

indictment de'i'endant HcMillian stat~d at a news c~nre;ence th~t since he 

_ (McMillian) knew Plaintiff' was guilty ot the indict~ent charge he (Mct-U.ll-
···-

ian) wou1d not have to investigate the case. Thus it follows a fortiori 

that McMilllnn bas relied on the work product of other novelist to sub­

stantiate sizeable portions of his allegations in said TIME artucle_. -

27 •. Th~t defendant HcH:illian has posted ·Plaintii'f numerous letters, first 
, 

th.reatenin6, then cajoling, in seeking interviews :t'or use in said article 

and his alleged forthcoming book re Plaintiffo 

28 ... That defendant TIME magazine has a vest.ed (financial) interest in· 
-

publishin~. said artilc:e by McMi.llian--thus in promoting McI-tl.llian' s forth-

coming book re Plaintiff-- in that HcMillian' s publishe1·, Little Brown, 

is a subsidary of' TIME inc. 

2.9. That de:f'endat TIME deceived th~ir own agent (Richard c. Woodbury) in 

their Chicago, Illinois, office into thinking TIME would run an objoctive 

story re the matter. See,. EX--F. 

4 

30. _That defendant ":I:-IE was· consciously endeavoring to influence the 

United States Sixth Circuit court o! appeals in, Ray v. Rose, no. 73-

1.543, wh:1.ch just a few 0:a:rs subsequent to sa:1.d articl.e heard ag61,Ulent-s 

in the above ~ay v. Rose suit to detercdne wheth~r to order Plaintiff a 

new_trial under said er. indictment. 

3i. That TIME inc. has a history of conspiring to subvert the-judicia1 
< • 

·-· .. and political processes by publishing, timely, malicious articles prior 

.to ju~cial. _ decisions or election of'. public orriciaJ.s. 

,a~ That because defendant, TIME, has made a!~~ investigation )p. 17 

. said article) into the: i•case"--their initial investigation evidently 

being :perd'ormed by Time inc. LIFE magarlne in 1968--TIME is cognizant 

that a substantial :portio~ ot said article is false t.. malicious. 

33:. That substantial portions or said artilce ·by Mc?,ri1lian were supplied 

to Mr. Mc?:!illlan by defendants, Frank & Huie--Derendant, H.uie, published 

a novel ra Pl.ainti!f in 1970 titled 11He Slew the Dreamer"; def'endl.e.nt, -188-
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34• That tho !al.se allee;ations in said article; "that Plaintiff committed 

a. holdu:p in London, ::ngl8:Ild, _and that George c. Wallace would pardon 

plainti!t, pp. 17 !, 23 ·respectivel:,1 were supplied to defendant :{cMi:Uian 

b;r de!endant Huie as evidenced b:f' statements made directly to Plai~t:f.tf 

b:, the above !llentionei:i Pere.:, Foi:eman (quoating Hu~e to Plninti.tf) a:to~·g . -
with oral !c written declarations by Def'endat, Huie. See, r::,·. ·· .. ·-- :. 

35. That. defendant Huie in h±s ongoin~ :nedia cam.pai5ll against Plain~i.t'! 

libeled Pl~intiff in a CBS-TV interview hosted_b,, Dan· Rather, on o~ 

about January 2, 1976, by falsely alleging in effect that Plainti:f'! had 
\ . 

murdered MLK Jr. ~d, robbed a loan CO:!!;PaDY in London1 England. 

~. That the false aUee;ations in ref'erenc~ to Adolph Hitler (p. 23 said. 

article) was supl)lied to defendant~McMil.l:!..an by Defendant, Fr~:-, a'a. ev­

idenced "Qy statements made directly to plaintiff by Plaint:1.ff' s foraer . . . ~ 

- -Attorn~y (who was interviewed_ extensively b:, defendant, Frank) Robert Hill,· 

o! the,· Chattanooga Tennessee bar. 
. ,· .. 

. 31.. That defendant Huie has a history, !or commercial reasons, ·of 

contentiousness with sa:Ld, Gov. Vlallnce. 

3&. That defendant Frank has a history of defending Zionism even when 

it includes ::iurder, eg, see Frank' G novel, :>ublisher in 1963, · title~ -

"THE DEED", and 1! allegations in count 2-! above are substantiated in 
court proceeding Mr. Franki s intrusion into ~aid er. indict1:1ent as.- a 

Government advocate is readily explicable. 

)9. That an article in the BILALI/Jf HEWS published March_ 12, 1976 1 page 15, 

? penultimate paragraph, reported MEK Jr .• was shiftine hl.s political alli­

a11c~s •• ~Dr. K:Lng was shi!tins his political all:1.naces and· civ:tl rishts 
. . . 

approach. To GUpport this view observers point to Dr •. King's views on 

the Viet Nam war and b:1.s growing support of .the labor movement. Dr •. King 

was also co:ning u:n:der the_ influence ,of. the Teaching of the Ilonora-ble. 

Ma.star Elijah.'Mu.ham:iad ••• 11 

40.· That Plaintiff !11.ed a libel suit in the Un:1.ted. Stites Dis.· ct. for 

the w.D. of Te::messe~ titled, R~ v. Frank, Civil Action no. C-73-126, 

against herein defendant, Frank, in 1973 1 and had process served upon 
! .. ~ 

. him throue}l his publisher; Doubleday company. · M_r. Frank 7las subsequently 

-189-, 
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. r~J,.eived by the Court as a defendant in said suit by falsely al.l!3g:1.ng 

.( See; ·EX~. ·p~ ·1) a. process deficiency; 1:tr Frank's in e!!ect falsely 

a1leged that he & Doubleday Company's affiliation was foraal & transi~oey. 

41 .• That the record will conti;-m that ~2~2!!! of the Plaintiff' a accusers 

in the colll:lunication industry have ever offered live testimony in a court 

ot law but on the contrary, they have utilized numerous ruses to ~void 

pro.cess and the m,bpoena while the_ record vdll evidence Plcrl.nt:1.ff has not 

only given live testimony (in .the aforementione~ evidentiary·hearing) but 

prior. to the plea in ·said er. indictment ·was :1.n contention wi.th h:1.s er. 

counsel in their insistence--in collusion with defendant, Huia-~that plaint­

iff not be a defense witness thereino 

?•1oreover, nothing of ·substance indicates _that the legal ·:system-

1.nfluencial publishing companies c·o_mbine are not acting i.n concert to assu- · 
. . . 

:t·i:/:J~!/!fti;},t.e}!);sf~\f'!!?.;,:f-:1tf~:;r~!'.:trt~;-l~f;{\1.},~{~~?;: ·~{~:~t.~\'-~r,.-;'-' ~ .I 
.. · - cint,,-· that's related· to' 'said irid±ctme·nt·~ •• ·appareritly ··because i,t-'1wouid ·not.·­

~-· 
"be a "show trial. 11 ,i.e. ,- the Government !=Oul.d not sustain it's heretofore 

media case. 

And it wou.1d appear that a er. defendant w:1.thout the econocic 

or political influence to etfectively contest the above 61.tuation is not 

onl;y subject to the deni~ ot due process but can also expect his family 

members to be-jailed and framed for criminc.l offences while th~ same pub-,;. 

lishing industries, _eg, defendant, TIME, cooplain self-righteously about 

some d:1.stant country's corections or legal system. 

:Further,_it seem•s that, by chancd, the same media-p~1itical 

c.o.mb:tne that coalesced in the Watergate investigation-prosecution and 

demanded full disclosure, are out,-of the Sal!le sack as thees who prosecuted 

plaintiff under said er. indictment· and who are now opposed to d!.;::!.~sures. 

I!t SUMMARY: the above mentioned Percy Foreman has heretofore, 

since ·he r.r • th'e •Gov·er:Illlent. .aaneuvered Plaintiff' into said indictme~i; ,Plea, 

been giving 'a ~ns commentary ,in the _media on how he (Foreman) accom­

plished the feat. , Iiow he h.ae published _analo~usly the epilogue to the 

feat in the STAR mago.z:!.ne wherein he pronounces: 
· -190-
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••• .nt t;.e publicit>• .ap;.ellate .. courts u~reluctant to 
reverse because it would bring down a heap or criticism from 

th.a public .'7ib.o. are. not !a.::dlie.r with th~ ru.le cl!ld ree;u].ation 

ot law ••• to !ind a Judge or a group~! Judges with elK!ught 

courage·_ would 00- exp~rienc.e, be 'unexpected". See, EX--1' • 

42. Th.at th.e defendants, TIME ~n~.,. George Mcl-Iilllan, W: ,.Henry Haile, 

William Bra_tford Uuie, and Gerold Frank are e;uilty of the violation 

a.a follows: 

(a) or libel.in0 pl,aintiff in said TI.ME article with z:ialicios. intent. 

43 .• That the defendants, TI:iE inc., George Mcl;iillian., '.Y. "Henry Ha.D:e, 
are guilty or the violation as .follows: · 

(a) o:1' acting in collusion, by the nature of said.article and i.t 1 s 

• publishing date, to influence the U .s~ 6th circuit court.· or appeals in, 

~ay v. ~ose,· no. 73'-1.543, adversely to hez:ein FlaintiU, thus obstructing 

justice and tlolating plain ti!!'' a civil rights·. 

44 .. -That de.f'endant, Mcl-::1.llian,is in addition guilty or the violation 
i 

aa follows: 

(~) o:t receving &: publishing malicious c:arerial .from defendants, 

Huie & Frank, with a reckless disregard for the tr~th· or fals:Lty or said 

material thus compounding ?-Ic:-U.llian' s libel. 

45 .. 'That de:tendant, Hui·e, is in addition guilty of the violation as follows.: 

'· (a) of libeling ,tlth malicious inten) by falsely charging on ·a 

--CBS-TV special dated ·January ~, 1976, and hosted by :iJa.n Rather, that .t'laint­

i!f had in effect murdered, Rev. Hartin Luther King Jr.~ and, robbed a 

1oan co~pany in, London, England. 

46.,. That defendant, Haile, is go.il:t.y. of' the. ·additional violation,:as ·follom,i: 
( 

(a) of violating Plaill.tif'!'-~ civil rights' with 1:1alicious intent 

by a:1.ding & abetting defendant, l'icMillian, · in his (ldCcdllian' s) publisging - . 
said article, throut;h furnishing McMill:han. inf'or.mation from the files of 

th.a Tennessee Attorney Cleneral.'s office 1·1idle he (Haile) was asst. Att. Gen. 

(b) of having clire.~t knowledge resulting from his tenure in the 

Tennessee A.G. o!!ice and his association with the aforementioned, Percy 

Foreman & William L. Barry, o! the true'!'ulness of allegation !!lade in count-3 

h~rein abo.ve, thus violating ?l.:dntif'f 1 s civil right_s. . . 
~1.91-
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47. That de.fendar..ta, Judge· McRae'"& Bi:-~~da .?ellicciottip "-re guilty of 

the civil ri~ts violation as .follows: 

(a) o! dE:_liberately withholdin~ relevant portions of Plaintiff' a 

transcript from an ap9ellate court 9 refered to in count-14 b above, and 
thus contributed substantially to that court--u.s.·6th circuit court of 

appea1s--sustaining Judge McRae• s e~lier .. ruling therein agtlnst ?lainti:f'.1'. 

! 

48. That defendant, Judge McRae, is in addition gu~lty of .the-civil right'e 

violation as follows: 

\ 

(a) of refusing to act on a motion to take perpetuating testi-

aony from defendant, Huie, in the afore:entioned evidentiary hearing, re­

!ered to in count-14 c above. 

4.-9-. ·.That the Plaintiff is entitled to exeo,Plary damages becau9e defendants, 

· excluding Judge_ HcRae & Pellicciotti, shq_uld be taught that the culpabil-

-1 ty or defendants in er. indict.cents were intended under the United States 

constitution to be decided in courts of law rather _tha~ throug.~ fraudulent 

zusrepresentations in the col!ll!lercial communications industry;_ and the other 

two defendants that legal require.cen.ts precede l)Olitica1 considerations 

or biasness agtlnst a l)articular 1.1.tig~t. 

5.0·. That as a result of' the defendants actions cited herein the Plaintiff 

has not only been liteled· in a ma1igant fashion but thoes who have the 

responsibili_ty of' upholding litigants constitu-tional rights have by their 

collusive acts indirectly contributed to and encouraged the libe~. 

\~IEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment fro~ defendants, ex-.. 
•. . .. 

,·eluding Judge HcRae, punitive damages of Five hun.dred thousand dollars 

respectively. 

James E. Ray 

Station--A 
Nashville, 
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State of Tennessee } ss. 
SHELBY COUNTY 

I, J. A. BLACKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, do hereby certify that the £ore-

1oing (,_S..<,)_F_H_/E _____________ ___.pages contain a full, true and perfect copy of the 

PETITION FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL AND REQUESf FOR ACCEPTANCE OF PLF~t\QF GUILJY.. A,"ID""--­

ORDER AUilDRIZING WAIVER OF TRIAL A"lll ACCEPTING PLEA OF GUIL'IY A\fD 

VOIR DI.RE OF. DEFENDA:'IT ON WAIVER A'ID ORDER - OF JAMES EARL RAY - IDCKET NU:-1VER R-16645 

as the same appears of record now on file in my office. 

State of Tennessee l 
SHELBY COUNTlr:' J 

In Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal 

of said Court," at office, in the City of Memphis, 

thi 16 day o, ... f ___ AU_G_. -c-___ _..19~-

- ~L. . Cle,k 

By_. ---~---...,D, C. 

IN THE_ CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY -COUNTY, TENN. 
Memphis, Tenn. ___ AU.C't, .. l.6..,_l.216 19 ___ _ 

I,....l'IT.!J.J~M li,..]'.Il,Ll~'.15,_· ------,--, so~e and presiding Judge of the Criminal Court of said 

County DivisioIL-~---· -, certify that J. A. BLACA""WELL, who gave the foregoing certjlicate, know, and 

was at the time of signing the same, Clerk of said Court, and that said Court is a Court of Record, and that 

bis at~station is in due form, and his official acts, as such. are entitled to full faith and credit. 

·--.· Witness my band, thi3 · lw6 d y of AUG. · 19J_§_ 

-~~ , .. ... ftJ;l:.,, '2,;.,. - __ Judge. -.. 

I, J. A. BLAqKWELL, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of said County, certify that HON. 

WII.iLJAM HJ'II!:_LI.i-\\lS=----------, whose genuine official signature appears to the above 

and here~o annexed Certificate, is and was at the time··of signing the same, sole and presiding Judge of the 
•.• · :1·· 

· Crimhlal Cciurt Divisio..,n-=3--... , in and for the County and State aforesaid, duly commissioned and quali• . 

lied, and that all his offic!al acts, as such, are entiled to full faith and credit. 

La Testimony Whereof I have hereunto set my hand·. and affixed the· seal 

· of said Court, at office, in the City of Memphis,. 

tbi• 16 day "' 

~~~~. :r~ 
By~~.:2-d~--~- C • 
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vs. NO. 16645 

JA.\fES EARL RAY 
,,)••· 

;· .. PETITIO:i FOR WAIVER OF TRIAL J.r!D REQU"C:ST FOR. · :·. •, : .. :' .: . 
. . •. . ACCEPTA?ICE OF PLEA OF GUILTY . .. . -- . .. 

That n,y'true fu.ll n~riic is· JAMES EARL .RAY a_nd I _ossert't.hot 
!Ill proceedings ng.iinst me should be hod- i:,. the norne which'·!. hereby decl:are·. toJ:ie my 
true no:ie.... . 

, .. , 
I · J,fy attorney in the cau:ie is PERCY FOREMAN , who was se-
'-' lccted end re•tsincd by mc,/who was appointed by .the·Court lllc:;,ro;,-x.x:~~-, to represent 

me in this cause. and Hugh Stan_t·on, Sr., Public Defender, 
,' . " 

. I have received a copy ·or the indictccnt 'bei'."ore being called upon to. plead, 
and I have read and·discussed it with my attorney,.and·believe end feel that I under­
stand t.he accus::ition made against me. in this case. and in each cas·e listed herein. • I 
hereby waive _the t"onp.a'l .reading of" the indictment. · 

j ·have 't~ld ~ a tto;~~y the facts .nnd surrounding cfrcll:!lstances as known 
~ • to me concerning the matters mcntione_d in the indictments, .and b~lieve and feel that 

ury at.torne~ is :f'ully infon:ied as to all such matters. }{y' attorney has infor~ed me 
at to .. the nsture. and cause of each accui:ation ajfoinst me, and l!.S to.;llny. anci. all;. ; ,. 
possible !ie.fense·s····I might 'have in this. cause. · . "· 

, . J.t, attorney hos i;!dvised_me as to the punishment provided by law for -the 
l ' r.f.renses charged and e::.br·oced in the indic:traent against me.' M:i att'orni:!y has :further 
f ~ ;:idvised_ that putiish;nent .:which ·the, law .provides.for the Clime,with wh1ch -~ ._a;::i.· c;har.;eg. 

iri 'the indictment is as 'follows: . . . .. , . 
;: 
t_: d"'ath by electr;~ution OT c'onfinement in the State. Penitentiary' foT -· ... 

1 i fe or for· some :period· of. time ove; twenty {20.) years , 

i ·' arid· i;f' accepted· by·· the· Co~:i:-~ and Jury fn¥ sentence on a plea of. guilty ,will be: 

L .cnnfjpemF-nt in the State' Penitentiary for ninety-nine years. (99). 

l It bas been.fully explained to me and I understand that I Qgy~.if I so choo~c, 
· plead "?rot Guilty" to any offense cherged against me, and. that if I choose to plesd "!,ot 

r : Guilty" the Cor,stitu_tion guarantees and this Court will provide me the right. to a speedy 
•.. and public trial by jury;• the right to see end henr all •witnesses .against .m~; the right 

to use the power ond p;rocess of the Court to comp.all the production ·of. at,y evidence, 
, i including the attendance of any witness·, in my :favor; and the righ't ·to hove ·the a'ssis­

l. tamce of counsel in roy defense at all stages o:f the proceedings •. 
. . ~-

. In the e~erc~se of my own . f'ree will. and choice and vi thout ·1;1ny · three t.:: or 
. ,c-essure. of sny kind.• or promises or··gain 01": favor' .from int ·source 'l,"hatsoever, arid being 

<· .. ·;·.,:., ·,F~<.:i'1~-re_ Qr ~he .i.::tion .I am taking,_ I_ do .herc_by 1~ (?pen Coµrt re
1
qu,e~t t~e. Cpurt to 

,. ; · ~· "::cepb::y :plea cf." euilty to ·tne charges. outli'ned herein. I hereby waive. any ·right I 
~y or· ::ou.ld_ h_3ve to a Motion for .a Nev Trial,. ~nd/PJ, ,an ~~real. 

i. ,· . l.J.~~ ~- ~----. ' ' -_,;;+-~~_.;::;:,,...~:;;;;,..;.:;...,...:...-...;..,_..,.;.;:......----.. (I' Defendant () 
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VS NO. 16645. 

JAMES EARI. BAY 

DEFEf-.:)A!iT 

ORDER AUTHORIZit~G '..'AIYER O't' TRIAL A1i0 ACCEP.l'ING 
.. FU:A . OF. G~ILT:!. · 

'This cause cace on for h~uring bc1'ore the }Ionorable W. --------
_._P_._R=E,..S,_,T,_,O..,N~' ... B""""'A-=T-=T-=L""E.__ _____ , J\,ldgc o!' Division ....... I .... I_I __ , of the 

Cr:lminel Court of Shelby County, Ten~essec, on the petition of the 

de:fendru1t, _J_.AME ........ =-S ____ E"'"A_R ___ L_· _RA __ Y _____ ,......, '!'or Waiver of trieJ. b:, jury and 

request for a~ceptance of e plea of guilty, sdd petition being attached 

hereto and incorporated by referen~e herein; upon statement& rnsde. in 
the District Attorney General, 

open Court b:i .. the defendsnt herein; his attorM:,s_o:r record; /the Assistz.nt 

AttorneysGcneral rcprese.nting .th:? st·ate of Tennessee; ~nd :f'rom questioning 

by thc_Court of defendant end his counsel in open court; and 

IT APPEARIMG TO Tiu: COURT after careful consideration that the 

defendant herein has been fully·edvised and understands his rlght to a 

trial by jury on the cerlts of the in~ict~nnt against him, and that the 

defendant hcr~in d~es not elect-to haves jury determine bis gu11t or 

'innocence under a plea of Not Guilty; and has voived the i'or;r.al ~ending 

of' the indictment, A?ID: 

IT FURTi[ER APl'ZJ..RiliG TO THB COURT that the de:f'endant intelligcnU;r 

and understendin~ly wDives his ri~ht to a trial and o:f bis o~-n·i'ree viµ and 

choice end without any threats or pressure .o:f any kind or promises, other 
. 

that the reco=endotion o:f the State as to punisb:nent; and does desire to 

enter a plea of guilty end accept the recommendation of the State as to. 

punisl-.oent, VD.ives his -l'ight. to a :r-:otion :for a' lfew Trial and/or Sil appeal. 

IT IS THEREFORE:, ORDERED, Jl,DJUDGED AND DECRE:E:D that the petition 

:filed herein be and the .~~:c is hereby gron~ed. 
·~ . { -~ . 6 

Enter. thb .. the (. - day of _,..M ... a ... r ... c ... b ...... ____ , 19 ~• 

JUDGE 
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JUDGE. 

JUDGE. 

• "James Earl Ray, stand." 

"Have your lawyers· explained all your righ-ts to you .and do 

you understand them?" 

DEFENDANT . "Yes'' 

JUDGE "Do you know that you have a right to a trial by jury: on the 

charge of Murder in the First Degree against you, the pu.iish­

ment for Murder.in the First Degree ranging frbm peath ~y 

Electrocuti~n ~o any time ov~r taenty years? The burden of 

proof is on the State of Tennessee to prove you guilty be­

yond ·a: reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty and the de­

cision of the Jury·must be unanimous both as to_ guilt and 

punishment? 

In the event of a jury verdict.against you, you would 

have the right to file a !\lotion for a New Trial addressed to 

the trial judge·? In. the ev_ent of an adve;s~ ruling against 

you on your Motion for a New· Trial, you would_have the right 

to su_ccessive· appeals to ··the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap­

pea1s and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file ape­

tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States? 

·no you understand that you have·a11 these rights?" 
DEFENDANT "Yes" 

f:· JUDGE 
fr "You are entering a plea of. Guilty to Mu·rdex: in the Fi rs t 

Degree as.charged in the Indictment and are compromising 

and.settling your case on agreed punishment of ninety-n-ine 

years in the State ~enitentiary.· Is this what you_ want to 
I 

L do?" 

DEFENDANT "Yes" 

JUDGE "Do you understand that you are waiving, which means "giv.ing 

up", a. formal trial by your Plea of- GuU ty al though the laws 

of this State require the projecution· to p~e~ent c~rtain evi­

dence to a jury in all cases of Pleas of.Guilty to.-~lurder in 

the First Degree? 

.. .. _ 
f . 
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