‘ . i .
i
-

at least three black members of the Memphis Police and Fire
Department would have been overlooked. It is also very
probable that black citizen "lead" input would have been
greater.

B. As To The Security Investigation

The task force was charged to _ad&ress itself
particularly to the qt;;stion of whether the nature of the
relationship between the Bureau and Dr. King called for
criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other
appropriate action. OQur responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations
has long since nm we cammot recommend criminal prosecution
of any Bureau persommel, past or present, responsible for
the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C.
3282). No evidence of a continuing cmspira?y was found.

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging
the security investigation rested on the deceased Director
of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom
are also deceased and the remainder of ‘w%m‘are retired.
They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few
Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the King security
investigation and who are still in active service, did not

make command decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think tb@y are the proper subjects of any disciplinary
action. Some of the activities conducted, such as the
technical electronic surveillance, had the approval of
the then Attorney General. The Courts had not adequately
dealt with what authority rested in the executive branch
to initiate such survei?.lance in tﬁé interest of 'national
security’’. We do not think the ''leg men" in the Bureau
should be held to an wndefined standard of behavior, much
less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer
of the goverrment. |

The Bureau's COINTELPRO type activities, the illicit
dissemination of raw investigative data to discredit
Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his
marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black-
mail him, were not fully known to the Department, but were
noné-thé-less ordered and directed by’Director Hoover,
Assistant to the Director Deloach, Assistant Director
Sullivan and the Section Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director
Hoover's overpowering and intimidating domination of the
Bureau, they had no choice but to implement the Bureau's

directions. Punitive action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force
to be inappropriate in these circumstances and at this
vexry late date.

" 3. The Bureau's illicit survéillance produced
tapes and ;:L:anscript:s concerning King and many others.
These may be sought by King's heirs and représemtat:ives:.
Worse still, they may be sought by members of the public
at large under the Freedom of Information Act. We
rec;:umehd that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and
sent to the National Archives and that the Congress be
asked to pass legislation denying any access to them
whatever and authorizing and directing their total
destriction along with the destruction of material in
reports and memoranda derived ‘from them.

_ 4. The potential for abuse by the individual
occupying the office of Director of the FBI has been
amply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is
a responsibility of the Department in the first instance
and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct
of the FBI (and the other policé agencies of the govem-
ment). We endorse the establisiment by the Attorney
General of the Office of Professional Responsibility on
December 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental

policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence is an appro-
priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the

. performance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro-

~ fessional Responsibility and the Senate Select Committee
should be, expressly designated in their respective
enabling regulat:ions and resolutions to be a place to
which Bureau subordinates may complain, confidentially
and with impunity, of orders which they believe to
threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberties
of citizens and inhabitants of hthe United States.

5. It seems to us that the unauthorized malicious
dissemination of investigative data from FBI files should
be more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC
552a(1)(1)). A felony penalty should be added.

Parenthetically, it should be noted here that it
should be made clear that it is improper (but not criminal)
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oL fc;r the Bureau to by-pass the Attommey General and deal

directly with the White House.

6. The task force recamends that the FBI have no
authority to engage in COINTELPRO type activities which
involve affirmative punitive action following Star
Chember decisions with respect to citizens or inhabitants
(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide-
lines which the present Attormey General has established
to govern the FBI's domestic security investigations.
effectively preclude these activities. Those quidelines
moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal
investigative techniques to be employed in full scale
damestic security investigaticns. This too we endorse.

The foregoing comprises cur report and recommenda-
tions. It is respectfully submitted.

The in Luther Xing, Jr.
\._Z‘/}.\‘d?k Force

Janvary 11, 1977
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Form 388
TS CITY OF MEMFHIS HCSPITALS ,
AUTOPSY PROCTOCOL
Autopsy No,  £G85-252 Service Mo, Tx, Hospital No,
Name Marti Luther King, Jr, Age 32  Race )'27YNgey Male
. v, Unfnown-Approxyoately
L\
Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death 4-4-8S PN,
/
Date and Hour of Autopsy 4-4-€658 10:45 DM,
pathologist. rre,Snrunt and Franciseco Assistant
‘Checked by Date Completed 4-11-68

FINAL PATEOLOGICAL DIAGNORIS
PRIFAXY SRIES: o

I, Distant gunshot wound to bady and face
A, Fracture of right nandible
B. Laccraticn of vertebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian
artery, right
C. Y.ac*"r° of spine (T-1, C-7) :
D. Laceration of spinal cerd (lower cervical, upper thoracic )
" E. Subnucosal henorrhaye, larynx
F. Intrapulnonary howatow“, apex right upper lobe

,h

SECONDARY SERIES:

1. Remote scars as described

2, Pleural adhesions

3, Fatty change liver, Woderate
4, Arteriosclerosis, nodcrate )
5. Venous cut-downs N
6. Tracheostony

LABORATCRY FINDINGS:

Blood Alcohol = 0,01%
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74

19

60

19

17

74
19

74
21

21
21
21

JAVES' EARL RAY -

Scme XKnown Excendituras: Aoril 23, 1967 - Jwne 8) 1968

Serial Item Amm:nt:

Seras , 2ten SNt

5246 Rent for cne week at 2731 $13.61
N. Sheffield; Chicago

5448 1959 Chryslex; Chicago $200.00

5413 ‘1962 Plymouth; East St.  $209.50
Iouis

5437X Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, $17.28
Canaca

2192 Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00

Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Stxest,
Montreal at $75/x0; Mentreal

4692 Suit at English Scotch $75.06
Woolen Company; Mentreal

2192 Book ordered from Futura $9.00
Bocks in Inglewood, Calif.;
Montreal

2068 - Correspondence course at $17.50

Iocksmithing Institute in
New Jersey; Montreal

5402 Grey Rocks Inn frem 7/30 $195.15
to 8/5; Canada

2192 Formila for making glass $1.00
purchase by money ordexr to
E.Z. Foomla; Montreal

5400 Granada Hotel; Birxmingham $4.50

2324 Roam and board for one week $22.50

628 1966 White Ford Mustang;  §1,995.00
Biyminghan -

2324 Rocm and board; Birmingham  $22.50

2324 Roore and board; Birminghan $22.50

2324 ‘ Dance lesscns; Biminghas $10.00
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Date

4/30/67

6/ 5/67
7/14/67

7/37/67

7/19/67

7/21/67

7/24/67
7/28/67

8/5/67

8/9/67

8/26/67
8/26/67
8/30/67

9/2/67
$/9/67
9/12/67



18
55

75
75
75
69
69

69

52
52
52
52

52
52

2118
1422

5496

5496

5496

5150

5150
5150

668

668
4143
4143
4143
4143

4143
4143

Item 2neent

Reem and boaxd; Birminghen $22.50
Room and board; Bimminchem $22.50

Camera equipment; Superio'r $337.24

Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham

Room only; Binringhem $17.50
.38 Caliber, Liberty .
Chief Revolver $65.00
Hotel San Francisco -

10/10; Acapulco $6.00
Pancho Villa - 10/15; $3.20
CGuadalajara

Pancho Villa — 10/18; . $3.20
Guadalajara

Hotel Rio at $4.80/cay- $91.20
10/19-11/6; Puerto

Vallarta

Elisa Arellanc to rent $48.00

apt.; Puerto Vallarta

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 $43.20
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto
Vallarta}ﬁ}

-

Rent at 1535 N. Serrano;  $127.50

Utilities at 1535 N.
Sexrano; 1os Angeles $10.00

Appointment with Dr. Maxk  $25.00

. Freeman; Beverly Hills

Appointment with Dr, Mark  $25.00
Freeman .

Appointrent with Dr. Mark  $25.00
Freeman

Dance lessons at National — $29.00

. Dance Studio; Ios Angeles

. Appointitent with Freeman $25.00

bence lessons $29.00
~157-
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paze
9/16/57
9/23/67
9/28/67
7
9/20/67
10/1/67

10/31/67
10/16/67

10/19/67

11/6/67

1Y/ /67

11/13/67

13/18/67

11/20/67
11/27/67

11/30/67

12/4/67

12/5/617

12/6/67
12/7/617



22
22
22

312
22

12
12
22
22
12

4143

4143

745
2325

4143
5399

745
2325
2325

2325

2325

1500
2325
1500

668
1500
1500
2325
2325
1428
1033

)
b}
¢«
g

Appointment with Freeman

Dance lessons

Dance lessons

Appointment with Freeman
Provincial Motel - 12/17-
12/19; New Orleans

pance ‘lessons

Iocksnithing Ingtitute;

"’ Los Angeles

Intermational School of
Bartending; Los Angeles -

International School of
Bartending; los Angeles

Rent at St. Francis Hotel;
Los Angeles

Free Press of Ios Angeles
Iocksmithing Institute

C.M. Hedgpath, mail forward-
ing sexvice

Rent at St. Francis Hotel
Futura Books |

'I:iffany Enterprises
1ockemithing Institute
Locksmith Ledger
Locksmithing Institute
Room/week at 113 14th St.;
Atlanta
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

$25.00
$29. 00

$100.00
$25.00

©, $24.00

$364.00
$15.00

$20.00
$105.00
$85.00

$4.25
$7.50
$3.00

$85.00

$6.44
$9.98
$7.50
"$5.25
$15.00

$10.00

-
o ]
===

12/13/67

12/12/67

12/14/67
12/14/67
12/39/67

12/21/67
1/8/¢€8

1/19/68
1/20/68
1/21/68

1/29/65
1/31/68
2/1/68

2/21/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
2/26/68
3/8/68

3/24/68




5502
1428
5725

432

1033
630

327

46
4454

" 4454

bn Serial

i1ten
Sl

Flamingo Motel 3/22;
Selma

- Iocksmithing Institute;

Atlanta

Travelodge Motel;
Birmirgham

Purchase of rifle
Bimingham

Rocm in Atlanta

" Rexall Drugstore; Wnitehaven,

Tenn.

Rocaming house on Main St.;
Momphis

Binoculars; Mearphis

Rent/vieek at 962 Dundas St.;
Toronto

Round trip airplane ticket;
Toronto
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$7.50

$8.48

$248.59

$10.00
. $1.83

$8.50

$41.55
$9.60

$345.00
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wale

3/23/68
3/28/68
3/29/68
3/29/68

3/21/68
4/3/68

4/4/68

4/4/68
4/16/68

5/2/6€8
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Krcwn Incooe:

Anril 23, 1967

Section Serial

68 5100

Payroll checks frcm Indian Trall Restaurant

Winnetka, Illinois

May 7
May 14
May 2%
- May 28
- June 4
June 11
June 18
June 25
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$ 57.69
84.89
84.89
84.89
89.63
89.63
95.19
77.53

$664.34
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosan . Sy o

. -

At

.. .,- =.., . h.. ) . .. T . . ’ .?,(

Martin Tuther Hing, Jr, . SR .

1

L ———————— .

»t oy

Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist
vho led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, and “sit-in demonstra-
tions,™ has been associated with National Association for the
Advancement of Colored:People and Congress of Racial Equality. XinZ
has not been invest.ig@.z:.ac.i..y.,mq\,iii}}_.. p

- A T Y Ny .. ’ . ]
y “Bureau‘f?%cs/pQGZ% : King fﬁgnked Socialist Workers Party
{(cited by Attorney General) ¥or support of bus boycott; attended
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subcommittee of Senate
Judiciary Comnmittee); and was honorary chairman ¢f Young Socialist
(League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror. 7

"King in 1950%s mentioned as”potential victim of assassin-

S—

l“ation plot and- in 1957 attended.Comnunist Party _training _school

R VU AT/ S

scminar and reportedly gave closing spcccl, King President of

e —

T -163-
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen’ ' T e * o

a
» Yy

Southern Christian‘chdérship Conference (to_further Negro vote
yegistration) and advised “The Civil Rights law.,.is mcaningless
fess we. go out and make use of jt.® King thanked Benjamin

ul‘ - ”~ - - . - & .
. l‘Davis, Jr,, Comuunist Party official, for giving blood when he

L

was in a hospital following assault. Xing in 1960 ingicatcd_his
support for Comnittee to Secure Justice for ilorton Sobell (cited
by House Comaittee on Un-American Activities (HCUA) as comaunist
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The Nation® which called

for integration of FBI to help speed intcgration. King attended
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SUBJECT: COMAUNIST PARTY USA
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Reference is made to.the enclosed material- on wh{ch the
. Director has written: '"This memo reminds me vividly of those I
received when Castro took over Cuba:s ‘Yon contended then that Castiro and
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists, Time
‘alone proved you wrong. I for one can't ignore the memos re King,
et al as, having only an infinitesinal
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists.™
' The Director is correct. ¥e were completely wrong about
bel:evznv the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
ithat Fidel Castro was not a communist or under communist influence. On
dnvestigat;n" and writing about comnunisr and the American Kegro, we .
-hac better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. '~

' i do think that nuch of the difficulty relatznv to the mermoran-
dum rightly questioncd by the Director is to be found centered in the
woxrd "influence,'" Ve do not have, and no Governaent agency or private
.ozsanxzatlon has, any yardstick which can accurately measure 'influeance”
ﬁ this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in
he case of the obvious 1nf1uence ‘of
over Martin Luther King and Xing!'S"influencé over” "0ther NEHTO
Yeaders." Personally, I belicve in the light of King's powerful
'demagogic spcech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Negro leaders put together.when it comes to influencing great masses of
:Negroes. We must mqu him now, if we have not done so before, as the
mo&;‘dqncggguﬁ_ﬁngngf the future in this Nation frqn,xhe,standpoin?f7
‘Qf..conmunism, the Negro_and national securitv. o
i )
. " On determining membership of Negroes in the Conmunist Faity,
we are.not confronted with the same problem.' YWe do have herc-accurate
yarostlckq for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are
very exacting. This means there are many Negroes who are fellow-
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old
communist pringiiple still holds: "Conmmunism must-be, built with non-
‘communist hapds /" Therefore, it may be unrecalistic to limit oursecivas ac
[we have been {lo ng to 1egalistic»proof or definitely conclusive -adence
! ,_--/-" ~e i
'Enclosuxe B T

~
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Mercrandum for Yr. 3elnont
RE: CLMUUNIST 2ARTY, USA

NEGRC QUZESTION «
100-3-75

.
——
[ Y

-

comnittees that the Communist Party, USA, does wield substantial

l that would stand up in testimony in_couxt or before gggéresgional
Tuiltence over Negroes which one day could become decisive.

”~

The memorandum vhich the Director penetratively questioned,
while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
”fsuffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every
effoxt to 1ift in the future. The great amount of attention this
“Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negr
should enable us to do this, ., ’

-
-~

. For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro -
comnunist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor anad
‘during the past few weeks four men have been so occupied. Additionally,
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communist
infiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the

. subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are menmorands
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current ‘Intclli~
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March of August 28,
1963, (1492 copies of this-Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Government) (5) nuch material on the issue is given to Agents at
In-Service; and (8) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro Mavch
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
commupist influence on the Negro. |

-
.

. 4As the memorandum pointed out, "this Nation 'is involved in a.

l form of facial revolution and the- time has never been so right for
expioitation of the Negroes by communist propagandists.’ Nineteen millior
Negroes constitute the greatest single racial target of the Comrunist
Party, USA, This is a sombre reality we must never lose sight of, Ye

, Will do everything possible in the troublea future to Qaevelop ioxr the
;Director 211 available facts relating to Negro membership in the Commzunis-

rPaxty, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence

;§f comnunist organizations and officials over the lecaders and masses of

{ Negroes, ’

.

: - We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis,

4

RECOMMENDATION:

For the information of the D%ﬁeqtor.,

t oA~ oy ) - ™ 0 o « . L ‘s - - h hd
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FROM : Mr, F. J. Baunmgardner.,

SURJECTY COIMUNIST PARTY, USA. -

|

2ovorite vtarget (the Negro) today.

Yy IPNOMA I3es, wy 1Y 2043-12¢ . \
L AR SRR -
W IR [ . o - »
..,
&

TUNITED_STATES GC_ RNMENT S .
v, . .
Memorandum | (i

: Mr, W. C. Sullizfg; N DATE: September 16, 196

0 15 -

NEGRO-QUESTION 7
COMMURIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
INTZRNAL SECURITY - COLCIUNXST x

- I L

s . 3
s me

inﬁlggqggﬁgg_ﬁgg_ﬁggzg: The nistory of the Conmunist Varty, uUoa
TCBOSA)Y, 38 ranicce with 1ts attennts to exnloit, influence and
h y sath 1TSS _atlennts 1O QXD 0iktu 2] 2NCe .
recruit the Neuro, ‘iae haY¥ca on Washington, 3-28-63, was a striking
SrampleTorsusir Connunist activity as Party leaders eaxrly put into
AN

- : ,
This memorandum recommends increased _coveraze of communist

motion eZforts to accrue gains for tihe CPUSA from the March. Iell-
docurtiented information concerning the Party's influence on a priucip
izrch leader, Reverend Martin Iluther Kingz, Jr., is but an exanple,

The presence at the March of around 200 Party senrbers, ranging fron
several national functionaries headed byiCPUSA General Secretary Gus
11211,° to many rank-and-file mezmbers, is clear indication of the Party's

(9L

A1l indications arc that the March was not the "end of the
1ine" and that the Party will step up its efforts to expXit racial
unrest and in every possible way claia credit for itself relating to
any "gains" achicved by the Negro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive \\
leadership nmeeting in November, 1963, which will deal primardily witia
the Negro situation. This nceting is to be preceded by aiGus Ha i
Uparpstorzing' trip through key areas of -the country to neet Payty-
pcople and thus better prepare hitsclf for the Novembe;;meetingﬁ

. . x

The entirc flcld is being alerted to this situatiof™in a -
proposed SAC Letter (attached). Tie ficld is being instructed to
intensify our coveragce of conmunist influencé on the NéZro by giving
fullest consideration to the utue of all possible investigative
techniques. In addition, the fleld isrbaingstold to intensify its
coverazce of those cemzunist fronis throuzh which ‘the Party channcls
its ipflucnce and to intensify s dnvestigations of the many Party
pepbers and dupcs who eRgrie in tciivities on behdlf of the Party
in the Kegro field. Furiner, we are niressing the urgent need for
inaginative and apirensiive ool o b utilized through our Counter-
intolligence v loRmmm st Cengned Lo uttenpt to neutralize or
disrupt the rarty’s aciiviaties iu the legro field. Neccssity for
proapt handling of Il Zagels of thin zatier to insure timely disscmi-
pnation to tac Depnﬁtncnt‘3"6«0gp%f%gntcycstodungehcies.is.also being
cmphasized. @ .3 L3 S O S T i W €

100-3-11G = ’ 21 00T 16 1982
i - 1q0-3-35 (CPLSA, Negro :-:J:';'.'-'*;'ﬂ) o L 6 1063 ‘
~167- - .
) = 3 L . e Vel
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Memerandum to Mr. Sullivan )
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION .
COMMUNIST INFLULKCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

(100-2-116] .

. -~

The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices
to submit to the Eureaun, within 30 days, an analysis of their
current coverage of communist activities in the Negro ficld plus
details of theix plans for intensificalion. Also, those 16
offices participating in the Counterintelligence PrOﬂr“m on a
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly
letters due 1O-m-Ga their plans 10 neutralize or disrupt Party

ectivities in the Negro field

-

RECO.MENDATION:.

If azpproved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising
the ficld as atove and urging full implementation so that the
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are

-necessary Manual changes. R . il -
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. _f MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
i ) thle the atiached memorandum
! . _ bears the initials of M. Baumgardner,
' " it was prepared from a rourrh-(.z-aft furmshed
to him by Mr. Sullivan. . . .
- i -’Iﬁl-.! LAl . "
It sheuld be understoca that
Sx.lhvan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmont
. : read the memorandun; and : agreed with it /
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To: Mr. A. H. Belmont " Date: September 25, 1967 \r can
) o /. ) Me Rese X -

From; IMr. W. C. Su1;2w~6/‘ fﬁ Mr., Su\Less
19, 7Y . Mr 5E5 s
Re: COMMUWIST PARTY, USA e
NEGRO QUESTION _ . V e ot
COMUUNIST INILULNCE IN RACIAL HATTERS Biss Gaiidsan?
JINTELNAL SECURITY - C e

Predication:

.y ™

Roeference is made to the enclosed menmorandum dated 9/16/63

'and to the attached proposed SAC Letter. N \

o On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of |
the Dirccter's continucsd dissatislizaction with the manner in which
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent.
meroranda on the same subject matter. This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division i
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly want to dc .
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. Ve absolutely will
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have nade or be
stiff-necked and untending concerning our analysis of this matter.
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letlter .
until there was 2 clarification and 2 meeting of minds relative o
the question of the extent of communist influence over MNegrocs and
their leaders. 1In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely .
try to clarify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that
this discussion need not be made a matter of official record..

P

Conmon Agreement:
© e H *

= - First, I am sure we all are in agreement.on the following
wpich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed bried
attached: (1) for the past 44 years the Comnmunist Party, USA, has
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence
Negroes and to make comnunists out of them; (2) the 19 million
Regroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial
target of the Communist Party, USA; {3) ©XNegro leader Martin Luther
King, L .does have as an extremnlv inmporxtant
advisor o ) L:(4)  we
are right now in this nation engaged in a form.of social -revolution
and the time has never been so. right for exploitation of the )
Negroes by communist propagandists; and (5). #the Communist Party

could in the future make prodigious strides and great successes vwith

the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national sccurity.
In addition to the above, the material furnished contained wmany pazes
of specific examples of communist-&glicies. prograne-and-xttivitics

~e, ] ‘C-
Enclosures Qs P-3-) | ELV&
-170-
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Memorandum for Mr. Belaont

RE:

showing communist involvement in Ne
relative to which we can all agrco.

Egse

COMRUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUZSTION .
COUMUNIST INFLUENCE IX RACIAL MATTIRS .

)

nce of the Situationa

doni
in X

The essence of the situation scems to be this: Ve
presented what facts there are in our filcs in the Brief in guestion
and I know that the Director certainly would not wait us to do otker
than this. «The position taken at the time the Briqg was writton was
that, while there is communist influence being exerved on Negroes

and Negro leaders, it has.not rcached the point cf_control or

years. QQWMK S¢la U Mo
A N
The Historical DPosition: O© &l

wrtAR o

Sy

: \a,-_z.‘.%,:w—: st
S

gro racial nmatters in this nation,

e

nation.\ This historically has been the position of the Lureau
his matler in 1ight of file reviews going back ten to cwenty

e Of c“i-
\ 3.

For example, in a dotailed docu:en% prepared on Commwunist
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to "the
fallure of the Comnmunist Party to attract even a significant number

" of Negroes in the United States to its number.'" -Another exauple is

to be found in an analysis in this sanme field prepared by the Bureau
in 1958 to the effect that coxmunist cfforts have been 'unsuccessful
on a state or national level' in infiltrating "legitirate Negro-
fraternal, protest and inprovement organizations,' although they nade

linited success in some '"isolated chapters."

The Director's book,’

Hasters of Deceit, published in 1908, states: "It became obvicus

o——e

That.the Party, despite great efforts, had failed to win over even

a significant minority of Negroes."

In 1960 the Director's statement

to The Committee on the Judiciarv, United States Senate, reads:

"Xt ic no secret that One Ol .Ih¢ LAIICKOST Gisappointwents of
copnunistic efforts in this Nation has been their Lailure to lure

our Negro citizens into the Party.

were

nunbexr of our HNegro citinens into the Party."

fn 1962 sirilar public statementsz

made. On page seven of the Srief submitted to the Director
under the date of August 23, 1963, this historical. position was
restated and it was said, 'Cnc of the bitterest disappointments of
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant

This statement was

sot forth again in the cover =cxmorandum which the Director marked.

bircctor has cLearly expiatiid.

The point I wish to mako here is this:

The fact that this
has been our historiczl position §in the Bureau for many years isS no
reason to assume that it i the correct position at this time, as the

Tanvs and concitions change and, as

the ovidenca MOuUntSs, paturally wd need to c¢hange our position along
®¥ith this evidence. ’

-171-
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont

RE: COLMUNIST PARTY, USA ’
NEGRO QUESTION , -
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS.

N,

Interpretation: . ‘ .

As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful,
for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrasted
to the same stones put in the torm of a sound edifice. It is
obvious to {iS now that we did not put the proper interpretation unon
the facts which we gave to the Director.,

Marxrtin Luther King:

We have been aware of the communist influence for nearly
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, and in the comprchensive memorandum entitled

© “Comzunist Party, USA, Negro Question," dated S/22/63 we set out
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this

. country have had subversive cornections in their backgrounds and

!tbat‘uartin Luther King, Jr.. hac been dealing with ’

S et

: . . As previously
,stated, we are in complete agreement with the Director that
comnunist influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and that King 1s the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have
stated before in a memorandum, we regard Martin Luther King to

be the most dangerous and effective Neyro leader in the country.
In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward
strengthening its position among the Neproes inasmuch as we have
inZorpation the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining 1ﬁ£}qgnce‘amohg

the Negroes. s o e
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Memorandun for Y¥r, Relmont

RE: COMMUNIST DARTY, USA ]
NEGRO QUESTION B 1
COMMUNLST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS T

SAC Letter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Directox,
chould be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this:
We neecd to rcenew our efforts and keep the pressure on and_leave
.no_stone untufied to develop every and all facts which exist
in this matter. Some of these Yacts nay not yet’ have been
Rheatthed by our ficld offices, and will not be unless we
follow up thnis matter evermore closely with them. My second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should ke sent is related
to the present changing situation inthe ‘Conmunist Party -~ Negro
.relations area. During the ' past two weeks in particular there
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist
-0fficials to infiltrate and to dominate Negro developments in
this ccuntry. TFurther, they are meeting with successes. This
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on
Washington on August 28 communist officials have been doing all
poszible to exploit the very troubled racial situation., As'
they soid weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Kegroes and Negro leaders., They are
now in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed
weeks ago., The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new commupist - Negro
activities, The SAC Letter in question will be a great help
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important

. Racts relating to the current changes and pexrtinent activities
going on during the past few weeks in this entire field.

Subject of Deep Concern . -

May X repeat that our failure to measure up to what thke
Director expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations
\is a subject of yery, deep concexrn to us in the Domestic Intelligence

Division. We are disturbed by this and ought to be. I want him

-
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Memorandun for Mr. Belmont “
RE: COMBUNIST PARTY, USA. - )
ZGRO QUESTION . *

COMMUNIST INFLUEKCE IN RACIAL MATTZERS -

e

to know that we will cdo everything that is huuanly possible to
develop all facts nationwide relative to the cozzunist penctration

adees

and influence over Negro leaders and their organizations.

RECOMMENDATIONS ¢
(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sending
‘the cnclosed SAC Letter to the field.

(2) In order that other agencies and proninent governuent
officials will be aware of the determincd cfforts of the Comaunist
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Rircclor apprcves we
will prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those atteapts
to penetrate, influence, and control the logro nmovenint. By setiting
these facts forth, succinectly and clearly, the reader cannst help s
but be iupressed with the seriousness of tho communist activities.
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(Classified)
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highly explosive. It can be regardeg’as )

a personal attack on Martin Luthex\{ling, .~
1 There is no doubt it will have a Heavy

impact on the Attorney General and anyone
else to whom we disseminate it. It is
labeled TOP SECRET. However, 'even such a
high classification seems to be no bar
today to a leak, and should this leak out
it will add fuel to a matter which may
already be in the cards as a political
issue during the forthcoming Presidential
campaign. s
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Y TLo Lemovianduu makes good reading and
. llis based on information fronm reliable sources.
: We may well be charged, however, with
expressing opinions and conclusions, "parti-,
ecularly with reference to some of the
statements about King. el

This memorandum way staxtle the,Attoxney
General, particularly in view\bI. 'his past
association with King, and the fact that we
are disseminating this outside the Department,
He may resent this. Nevertheless,: the
remorandum is a poweYful warning.against
Conaunist: infludice in <the hearo movenent,
: MGy W WwiXT Do carrying out our responsibility
"7 by isseminating it to the peo%is’indicated

in/the "attached memor"an;iuqxE ; . 3
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Mr, Jzmes Earl Ray

Post Office Eox I3

Brughy Mowmtain Penitentiary
Petros, Tonassee 37845

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attoxney Genexal of the United
States created a task force for the parpcse of reviewing
the FAI'e investigation of tha assassinaticn of
Dr. Martin Iuther Ring, Jr.

The task force is5 now in the process of winding up
its inquiry before submitting a £inal report to the
Attarmey General. However, we feel that our irquiry will
not ke corplete unless wa give you an opportwnity to state
your participaticn, or lack of participation, in ths
mrdex of Pr. King.

Aoccxdingly, we hereby reguest, through your atiorney,
Jares H. Lesar, Eoquirxe, your conscat to an intervies by
menoers of the task force. If you chould agree to talk
o us, our tire schedule requires us to arrange for the
intexview to take place not later than Decenber 31, 197€.

Ploase let us kow irmmediately whether you desire
tD M inm.e‘«. . ’ )

Sincercly,

Fred G. Foleom
Director
Maxtin Xuther King, Jr., Task Force

-

cc:  Jares H. lssar, Esquire
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e Betros, Termesser 37845 _
¥r, Janes H. Losar Decenber 20, 1976
Attorney at Law
1231 fourth Street, S.¥W. d
Yask. Do c .
re: Ray v. Tenn. cr. Indictment no. 16645;
Shelby county, Tcmnnossee. (1963)
Dear Jin:

In respect to your letter saying that a Justice departzent attorney, Nr.
Janes F, Walker, would like to interview ne concerning the gbove indict-
ment, I azrec with your advice opposing the interview. It would appear
that this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their book writiag
collaborators,e.s., Gerold Frawz, Gezorge McMillian, st al.

If they had wanted to interview the defandant, under oath, Justice had
anple opportunity in the 1974 .C. hearing in hexmphie, Tennesece, through
their surrogate, ¥. Henry Hzile; ant I understand no representative froz
Justice appeared as a witnesz at the hearing.

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a Jury.

I understand you to say Justice has not read any 6: the trs. of prior

hearings & suits. Thercfore I'1) include 4n the cc copy of this letter

to justice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLX jr. matter with

sttached Ex-~A, althoe I_doubt 1f justice or their publishing assoclates

%ill be intercsted in the Complaint contents. ’
) Sincerely: Janes e. Rey #65477

s P.0. Box-=73
cc: Jamec F, VWalker, Esq. J.D.L/// Petros, Tenn. 37345.
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. IX THS UNITED STATIS JIASTRICT CCUsT .
. FOR ZYS USSTEZRA DISIRICT OF TINNTSSES .

WESTIRI, SIVISION
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. JAMES Z. RAY, {.

. ) Plasntifs .
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PIME INC. .- P
: . GEORGE NeNILLIAN A B
a . HINRY HAILZ ’ - § c1v11 nctton no. (=06 27

¥ILLIAM BRATFORD HUIZ
GEROLD FRANX
HON. ROBERT M. MCRAE :

BRINDA PELLICCIOTTY
Peferdants
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: 1. ALLEGATION GF JURISDICTION: ’ ’ .

.-
v ~er

(a) Jurisctction of the parties in the hefein subject matter is tased upon

ey m e

diversity of citizenship and the amount in recovery.

* v
. R

Plaintiff, acting pro se, is a citizen of the State of Tennessee under "oper-

—an

ation of Law" in the sudbject matter; detandant TIMZ Inc. (here-in-after, TIME)

’ is & citizen of the State of New York; defendant George McMillian (here-in-

= atter,\Mcnillion)_is a citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant .

' Eenry Haile (here-in-after, Haile) is & cAitizen of the State of Tennessee;
defendant Williaq,ﬁratford Huie (here-in-after, Huile) is a citizen of the i
State of Alabasa; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-atter, Frank) is a citizen
of the State of New York; defendant ﬁbn. Rovert M. McRae (here-in-after, budge

.“ﬁ<-<wznngae) is a citizen of the State of Teﬁnes;ee; detendant‘Brenda Pellicciotts

(herb-ig-after, Pollicciotti) 4s a citizen of the State of Temnessee. The

" matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of interest aad costs, the sun of

1

ton thousand dollars. . R . %

{b) Jurisdiction founded in tha:pxistence of a federdd question and the amount

.
L3

in controversy: )
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