
at least three black members of the Memphis Police and Fire

Department would have been overlooked. It is also very

probable that black citizen "lead" input would have been

greater.

B. As To The Security Investigation

The task force was charged to address itself

particularly to the question of whether the nature of the

relationship between the Bureau and Dr. King called for

criminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other

appropriate action. Our responses follow.

1. Because the five year statute of limitations

has long since run we cannot recommend criminal prosecution

of any Bureau personnel, past or present, responsible for

the possible criminal harrassment of Dr. King. (18 U.S.C.

3282). No evidence of a continuing conspiracy was found.

2. The responsibility for initiating and prolonging

the security investigation rested on the deceased Director

of the Bureau and his immediate lieutenants, some of whom

are also deceased and the remainder of whom are retired.

They are beyond the reach of disciplinary action. The few

Bureau personnel who had anything to do with the King security

investigation and who are still in active service, did not

make command decisions and merely followed orders. We do not
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think they are the proper subjects of any disciplinary
action. Some of the activities conducted, such as the

technical electronic surveillance, had the approval of

the then Attorney General. The Courts had not adequately

dealt with what authority rested in the executive branch

to initiate such surveillance in the interest of "national

security". We do not think the "leg men" in the Bureau

should be held to an undefined standard of behavior, much

less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer

of the government.

The Bureau's COINTELPRO type activities, the illicit
dissemination of raw investigative data to discredit

Dr. King, the efforts to intimidate him, to break up his

marriage, and the explicit and implicit efforts to black-

mail him, were not fully known to the Department, but were

none-the-less ordered and directed by Director Hoover,

Assistant to the Director DeLoach, Assistant Director

Sullivan and the Section Chief under him.

In our view their subordinates were far removed

from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the

subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director

Hoover's overpowering and intimidating domination of the

Bureau, they had no choice but to implement the Bureau's

directions. Punitive action against the very few
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remaining subordinate agents would seem to the task force

to be inappropriate in these circumstances and at this

very late date.

3. The Bureau's illicit surveillance produced

tapes and transcripts concerning King and many others.

These may be sought by King's heirs and representatives.

Worse still, they may be sought by members of the public

at large under the Freedom of Information Act. We

recommend that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and

sent to the National Archives and that the Congress be

asked to pass legislation denying any access to them

whatever and authorizing and directing their total

destruction along with the destruction of material in

reports and memoranda derived from them.

4. The potential for abuse by the individual

occupying the office of Director of the FBI has been

amply demonstrated by our investigation. We think it is

a responsibility of the Department in the first instance

and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct

of the FBI (and the other police agencies of the govern-

ment). We endorse the establishment by the Attorney

General of the Office of Professional Responsibility on

December 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental

policing of the Bureau. We also think the permanent
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Senate Select Committee on Intelligence is an appro-

priate agency of the legislative arm to oversee the

performance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro-

fessional Responsibility and the Senate Select Committee

should be, expressly designated in their respective

enabling regulations and resolutions to be a place to

which Bureau subordinates may complain, confidentially

and with impunity, of orders which they believe to

threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberties

of citizens and inhabitants of the United States.

5. It seems to us that the unauthorized malicious

dissemination of investigative data from FBI files should

be more than the presently prescribed misdemeanor (5 USC

552a(i)(1)). A felony penalty should be added.

Parenthetically, it should be noted here that it
should be made clear that it is improper (but not criminal)
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for the Bureau to by-pass the Attorney General and deal

directly with the White House.

6. The task force recommends that the FBI have no

authority to engage in COINTELPRO type activities which

involve affirmative punitive action following Star

Chamber decisions with respect to citizens or inhabitants

(See 18 U.S.C. 241 and 242). We believe that the guide-

lines which the present Attorney General has established

to govern the FBI's domestic security investigations

effectively preclude these activities. Those guidelines

moreover, appear to us to permit only strictly legal

investigative techniques to be employed in full scale

domestic security investigations. This too we endorse.

The foregoing comprises our report and recommenda-

tions. It is respectfully submitted.

The Martin Luther King, Jr.
Review Task Force

Jud IFRED G. FOLSOM folson JanesJAMES F. WALKER
7. Wather

JOSTPHJohnt1. GROSS, SundaJR. William WhiteWILLIAM D. WHITE

January 11, 1977
JAMES R. KIECKHEFER
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TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
CASE NO

PROVISIONAL

SINA * (c) OFFICE OF THE CITIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER -COUN iv Chick

353 Masison Avenue

Memohis. Tennessee 08103

AUTOPSY REPORT

NAME OF OCCEDENT Martin Lucher Hing Jr. RACE SEX 22 AGE

HOME ADDRESS Assume Guarcia
aumbea " STREET CITY of TOWN STATE

COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER In In Francisco, 1.00
ADDRESS Monphis, Toilliessee

DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL Phil A. Camale
ADDRESS Macuhis, Icnnassee

LYRTSHICAL 011010515 Cunshot round to body and face with
Fracture of nandible
Laceration vertebral artery, jugular voin and sub-
clavion artcry, right,
Inceration as suinal card (lover cervical,

thoracic),
hematora, apex, right unner 10ho

crest or Cansio: to spinal column, Iowar cervical, impor
thoracic

CI FINING Dea: vasition result of a gunshot wound to vic
chin and visi 1 total transection of the lower cervical and

UNDER 221011 card paid other structures in the neck The

direction of the wounding was fron front to back, above downward an

(ren ris) is laire The severing of the suinal card at this lavel
AC: extent VAS R round that WRS fatal very shartly after it

provide 2 certified opinion to the County Medical
The facts and findings to support these con-

State Medical Examiner.

$ 4
M.D.3. T. Francisco

655 Hadlam Avenue ilemphis, Tennessee
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Form 388
THE CITY OF MEMPHIS HOSPITALS

AUTOPSY PROTOCOL

Autopsy No. A63-252 Service Vol. Ex. Hospital No

Name Martin Luther King, Jr. Age 3? Race "egro Sex Male
On!nown-Approxiatcly

Date of Admission DOA Date and Hour of Death 4-1-65 P.V.

Date and Hour of Autoosy 4-4-68 10:45 P.
Pathologist irs Surunt and Francisco Assistant

Checked by Date Completed 4-11-68

FINAL PATHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS

PRIMARY SRINS:

I. Distant gunshot wound to body and face
A. Fracture of right mandible
B. Laccration of vertebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian

artery, right
C. Fracture of spine (T-1, C-7)
D. Laceration of spinal cord (lower cervical, upper thoracic )
E. Subnucosal hemorrhage, larynx
F. Intrapulmonary honatona, apex right upper lobc

SECONDARY SERIES:

1. Remote scars as described
2. Pleural adhesions
3. Fatty change liver, moderate
4. Arteriosclcrosis, moderate
5. Venous cut-downs
G. Tracheostony

LABORATORY FINDINGS:

Blood Alcohol - 0.01%
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JAVES EARL RAY

Some Known Expenditures: April 23, 1967 - June 8, 1968

Section Serial Item Amount Date

71 5246 Rent for one week at 2731 $13.61 4/30/67
N. Sheffield; Chicago

74 5448 1959 Chrysler; Chicago $200.00 6/5/67

74 5413 1962 Plymouth; East St. $209.50 7/14/67
Louis

74 5437X Bourgarde Motel; Dorion, $17.28 7/17/67
Canada

19 2192 Rent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00 7/19/67
Apts., 2585 Notre Dame Street,
Montreal at $75/mo; Montreal

60 4692 Suit at English Scotch $75.06 7/21/67
Woolen Company; Montreal

19 2192 BOOK ordered from Futura $9.00 7/24/67
Books in Inglewood, Calif.;
Montreal

7/28/67
17 2068 Correspondence course at $17.50

Locksmithing Institute in
New Jersey; Montreal

5402 Grey Rocks Inn from 7/30 $195.15 8/5/67
74

to 8/5; Canada

19 Formula for making glass $1.00 8/9/67
2192

purchase by money order to
E.Z. Formula; Montreal

Granada Hotel; Birmingham $4.50 8/26/67
74 5400

21 2324 Room and board for one week $22.50 8/26/67

6 1966 White Ford Mustang; $1,995.00 8/30/67
628

Birmingham

Room and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/2/67
21 2324

Room and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/9/67
21 2324

21 2324 Dance lessons; Bigmingham $10.00 9/12/67
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21 2324 P.o:xn and board; Bim.i!)(3ba:'l $22.SO 9/2/67 

21 2324 PJ:an and board; Bi::ni.'"l<J.~ $22.50 9/9/67 

21 2324 Dance lcsso.'1.S; Bi :r.d.r,s~~ $10.C.O 9/12/67 
--
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Section Serial Item Amount Date

21 2324 Room and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/16/67

21 2324 Room and board; Birmingham $22.50 9/23/67

9 1135 Camera equipment, Superior $337.24 9/28/67
Bulk Film Co.; Birmingham

18 2118 Room only; Birmingham $17.50 9/20/67

55 1422 .38 Caliber, Liberty
Chief Revolver $65.00 10/1/67

75 5496 Hotel San Francisco -
10/10; Acapulco $6.00 10/11/67

75 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/15; $3.20 10/16/67
Guadalajara

75 5496 Pancho Villa - 10/18; $3.20 10/19/67
Guadalajara

69 5150 Hotel Rio at $4.80/day- $91.20 11/6/67
10/19-11/6; Puerto
Vallarta

69 5150 Elisa Arellano to rent $48.00 11/ /67
apt.; Puerto Vallarta

69 5150 Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 $43.20 11/13/67
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto
Vallarta

6 668 Rent at 1535 N. Serrano; $127..50 11/19/67

6 668 Utilities at 1535 N.
Serrano; Los Angeles $10.00 11/20/67

52 4143 Appointment with Dr. Mark $25.00 11/27/67
Freeman; Beverly Hills

52 4143 Appointment with Dr. Mark $25.00 11/30/67
Freeman

52 4143 Appointment with Dr. Mark $25.00 12/4/67
Freeman

52 4143 Dance lessons at National $29.00 12/5/67
Dance Studio; LOS Angeles

52 4143 Appointment with Freeman $25.00 12/5/67

52 4143 Dance lessons $29.00 12/7/67
-157-
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Section Serial Itan ;t:'.ccr..t:. Da~e - -.. 
21 2324 Ittm .and boa..."'"C: Binni.ngharn $22.50 9/16/67 

;. 

21 2324 1ban and l::oard; Billningham $22.50 9/23/67 .. 
9 1135 carrera equi?'('et)t, Superior $337 .24· 9/28/67 

Bulk Film Co. ; Birmingha.-n r' 

18 2118 Roon only; Bitmingham $17.50 9/20/67 

55 1422 • 38 caliber, Liberty 
Chief- Revolver $65.00 10/1/67 

75 5496 Hotel San Francisco -
10/10; Acapulco $6.00 10/11/67 

75 5496 Pancho Villa - lP/15; $3.20 10/16/67 
Guadalajara 

, 

75 5496 Pancho Villa -- 10/18; $3.20 10/19/67 
Guadalajara 

69 -5150 Hotel Rio at $4.80/cay- $91.20 · 11/6/67 
10/19-11/6; Puerto 
Vallarta 

69 5150 Elisa Arellano to rent $48.00 ll/ /67 
a.pt. ; Puerto Vallarta 

69 5150 Hotel Tropicana at $7. 20 $43.20 11/13/67 
day - 11/7-11/13; Puerto 
Vallarta ,.~ ...... 

6 668 Rent at 1535 N. Serrano; $127 • .SO ll/lS/67 

6 668 Utilities at 1535· N_. 
serra.'10; Los ~gel.es $10.00 ll/20/67 

52 4143 App:>intr.tent wit.l\ Dr. Mark $25.00 11/27/67 ·~ .. rt~,; Beverly Hills 

52 4143 Appoin~t with Dr. ?I.ark $25.00 11/30/67 
Freerren 

52 4143 App:)in~ent witll Dr •. Mark $25.00 _12/4/67 
Freanan 

52 4143 Dance lessens at National. $29.00 12/5/67 
_ D.lnce Stud:i,o; los Angeles 

52 4143 . App,intir.cnt with Frear.an $25.00 12/5/67 

52 4143 Dance lessons $29.00 12/7/67 
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Section Serial Item Amount Date

-
52 4143 Appointment with Freeman $25.00 12/11/57

52 4143 Dance lessons $29.00 12/12/67

6 745
22 2325 Dance lessons $100.00 12/14/67

52 4143 Appointment with Freeman $25.00 12/14/67

74 5399 Provincial Motel - 12/17- $24.00 12/19/67

12/19; New Orleans

6 745
22 2325 Dance lessons $364.00 12/21/67

2325 Locksmithing Institute; $15.00 1/8/68
22

LOS Angeles

22 2325 International School of $20.00 1/19/68
Bartending; LOS Angeles

22 2325 International School of $105.00 1/20/68
Bartending; Los Angeles

22 2325 Rent at St. Francis Hotel; $85.00 1/21/68
Los Angeles

1500 Free Press of LOS Angeles $4.25 1/29/66
12

22 2325 Locksmithing Institute $7.50 1/31/68

1500 C.M. Hedgpeth, mail forward- $3.00 2/1/68
12

ing service

6 668 Rent at St. Francis Hotel $85.00 2/21/68

12 1500 Futura Books $6.44 2/26/68

12 1500 Tiffany Enterprises $9.98 2/26/68

2325 Locksmithing Institute $7.50 2/26/68
22

2325 Locksmith Ledger $5.25 2/26/68
22

12 1428 Locksmithing Institute $15.00 3/8/68

8 1033 Room/week at 113 14th St.;
Atlanta $10.00 3/24/68

-153-
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52 4143 Appointm::nt with Free-nan $25.00 -12/11/67 

52 4143 Dance lessons $29.00 12/12/67 
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' . 

. . 
22 2325 Dance lessorts $100.00 12/14/67 , 

52 4143 AFfointment with Freeman: $25.00 12/14/67 

74 5399 Provincial ?-btel - 12/l 7- · , $24.00 12/19/67 

12/19; Ne.,., Orleans 

6 745 
22 2325 Dance·1esson.s $364.00 12/21/67 

22 2325 Locks'nithin; Institute; $15.00 1/8/€8 
' ·IJ:Ss Angeles · 

22 2325 International Sc.';:iool of $20.00 1/19/68 

Bart.ending; Los A.'1geles 

22 2325 International School of $105.00 1/20/68 

Bartending; Los Angeles 

22 2325 Rent at St. Francis Hotel; $85.00 l/21/6S 

Los Angeles 

12 1500 Free Press of Los Angeles $4.25 .1/29/6$ 

22 2325 Locksmithing Institute $7.50 1/31/68 

12 1500 C.M. H~th, mail forward- $3.00 2/1/68 

ing sexvice 

6 668 Rent at St. Francis Hotel $85.00 2/21/68 

12 1500 Futura Books ,, $6.44 . 2/26/68 

12 1500 Tiffany Enterprises $9.98 2/26/68 
. 

22 2325 I.ock.s-ni thing Ir.s ti tute $7.50 2/26/68 

22 2325 Locksmith I.edger '$5.25 2/26/68 

12 1428 I.ocksmi thing Institute $15.00 3/8/68 

8 1033 P.oc:nvwcc.~ at 113 14th St.; 
Atlanta $10.00 3/24/68 
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Serial Item Amount Date

5502 Flamingo Motel 3/22; $8.00 3/23/68
Selma

1428 Locksmithing Institute; $7.50 3/28/68
Atlanta

5725 Travelodge Motel; $8.48 3/29/68
Birmingham

432 Purchase of rifle $248.59 3/29/68
Birmingham

1033 Room in Atlanta $10.00 3/21/68

630 Rexall Drugstore; Whitehaven, $1.83 4/3/68
Tenn.

327 Rooming house on Main St. ; $8.50 4/4/68
Memphis

46 Binoculars; Memphis $41.55 4/4/68

4454 Rent/week at 962 Dundas St.; $9.00 4/16/68
Toronto

4454 Round trip airplane ticket; $345.00 5/2/68
Toronto

-159-
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:1 Se:ial :!ten ;..rrct:"'. t:. vare -
5502 Flanit1<;,'0 ~~tel 3/22; $8.00 3/23/63 

Selml 
.-

1428 - Iocksmithing Institute; $7.50 3/28/68 
Atlanta ... ~ 

• 
5725 Travelodge M:>tel; $8.48 3/29/68 

Binnirt1ham 
,.. 

432 Purchase of rifle $248.59 3/29/68 
Binni.ngh:un 

1033 lb::tn in Atlanta $10.00 3/21/68 

630 Rexall Dn..-gstore; Whiteha,,en, , $1.83 4/3/68 
Tenn. 

327 Ib:lning house on Main St.; $8.50 4/4/68 
~ 

46' Binocula....--s; ~his $41.55 4/4/68 

4454 Rent/week at 962 Dundas St.; $9.CO 4/16/68 
To:ront..o 

. 4454 Round trip airplane ticket; $345.00 5/2/68 
Toronto 
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JAMES EARL RAY

known Income: April 23, 1967 - June 3, 1968

Section Serial

68 5100 Payroll checks from Indian Trail Restaurant
Winnetka, Illinois

May 7 $ 57.69
May 14 84.89
May 21 84.89
May 28 84.89
June 4 89.63
June 11 89.63
June 18 95.19
June 25 77.53

$664.34

-160-
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READING BIBLIOGRAPHY

Bishop, Jim. The Days of Martin Luther King, Jr. G.P. Putnam's
Sons, New York, 1971.

Frank, Gerold. An American Death. Doubleday & Company, New York,
1972.

Hoch, Paul, and Scott, Peter, and Stetter, Russell. The Assassinations,
Dallas and Beyond. Random House, 1976.

Huie, William Bradford. He Slew the Dreamer. Delacorte Press,
New York, 1968.

McMillan, George. The Making of an Assassin. Little Brown & Co.,,
1976.

Seigenthaler, John. A Search for Justice. Aurora Publ.,,
Nashville, 1971.
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Bishop, Jim. The Days of Martin ·Luther King, Jr. G.P. Putnam.'s 
Sons, New York, ·1971. 

Frank, Gerold. An Amer.ican Death. ·Doubleday & Company, New ~ork, 
1972. 

Hoch, Paul, and Scott, Peter, and Stetter, Russell. The Assassinations, 
Dallas and B~:,cond. . ·Random House, .1976. 

Huie, William Bradford. He Slew the Dreamer. Delacorte Press, 
New York, 1968. 

McV.Lillan, George. The Ma.king of an Assassin. Little Brown & Co., 
, 1976. 

Seigenthaler, John. A Search ·for Justice. Aurora Publ., 
Nashville, 1971. 
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UNITED STATES COV MENT

Memorandum and
TO MR. A. ROSEN-D DATE: May 22, 1961

form
arctier
W.C. Collect
Tele. Room

FROM : MR. G. H. SCATTERDAY Ingrem

SUBJECT:

MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR.;

-162-
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*Martin Luther King Jr.
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent integrationist

who led bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama, and "sit-in demonstra-
tions If has been associated with National Association for the
Advancement of Colored . People and Congress of Racial Equality. King
has not been investigated by the FBI?K

Bureau files reveal: King thanked Socialist Workers Party
(cited by Attorney General) for support of bus boycott; attended
meetings of Progressive Party (cited by Subconmittee of Senate
Judiciary Committee); and was honorary chairman Sf Young Socialist
League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror.

King in 1950's mentioned as potential victim of assassin-
ation plot and in 1957 attended Communist Partv training school
seminar and reportedly gave closing speech. King President of

more details
2 -

-163-K.

. . ' .- --

:. . . 
pfartin Luther lancr, Jr •. 
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.. 

·. 

-
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l\
. Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., prot1inc11t integrationist 
who led bus boycott in l-Iontgor.1ery, Alabama

1 
and ttsit--in dcrn.or.stra­

tionsi" has been associated with National Association for the 
A<lvanceraent of Colored ,people and Congress of- Racial Equality. King_ 

~has -~~~n inve~ti_ff?~~L.bY.JJ!~J~~H...:.. ~ / .. -
~- ~ ')i/ _.; . .,v&r"~\~ ? •. ~-?\ . 

\ 

1mrcau "riles I"-evc~H: King fhankcd Socialist Workers Party 
(cited by Attorney Geaei·a lT 'for support of bus boycott; attcmkd 
meetings of Progressive Party {cited by Subco!:1mittec of Senate 
Judiciary Cot'.mi ttcc); and. was honorary cha i n1an ~f Young Socialist 
League campaign on behalf of victims of racist terror. . . . 

" . . -
• ~ ! 1. 

King'in 1950 1s ccntioncd asrpotential ~ictim of assassln-

ll\ 
nt ion plot and· iti-1.257 at.t_cncl.cd_Cotununis t Partv tr~ini ng,_s.cJl.op.L 
~!.~~1d rcportcdfygovc closing s~cc·c]f.-I(fng President of 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen

Southern Christian Leadership Conference (to further Negro vote

registration) and advised "The Civil Rights law is meaningless

unless we. go out and make use of it." King thanked Benjamin

/Davis,in a hospital following assault. King in indicated hisJr. Communist Party official, for giving blood when he

was
support for Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell (cited

House Committee on Un-American Activities as communist
Nation"

(ICCAA)

1960

by
front) and in 1961 wrote article in "The which called

meetings
for

with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alabama, 5-21-61.integration of FBI to help speed integration. King attended

3 -
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un1css we. go out and r.mkc use of it. n King thanked Benjomia · 

/I 
Davis, Jr., Co::~mnis·t Party off-icial; for giving blood when he 
was in a hospi~al following assault. King in 1960 indicated his 
support for Co::"t.ai ttcc to Secure Justice .for itorton Sobcll (c i tcd 

11 

by House Co;:u.1i t·tee on U11-A::1ericnn Activi tics (UCUA) as corx:mnist 

front) and in 1961 wrote article in 11The Nation st which called 
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racctings with .intcgrat=ion leaders .in ~Iontgo1ilcry, Alab_ar.1a, 5-21~61. 
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UNITFD STATES GOVERNME

Memorandum
Evens

TO DATE: August 30, 1963 GaleMr H. Belmont Roser.
Sullivan
Tovel
Trosser

FROM : Mr. W. C. Sullivan Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA
NEGRO QUESTION
IS - C

Reference is made to. the enclosed material on which the
Director has written: "This memo reminds DIC vividly of those I
received when Castro took over Cuba: You contended then that Castro and
his cohorts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists. Time
alone proved you wrong. I for one can't ignore the memos re King,

et al 2.S. having only an infinitesimal
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists."

The Director is correct. We were completely wrong about
believing the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago
that Fidel Castro was not a communist or under communist influence. On
investigating and writing about communism and the American Negro, we
had better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us.

I do think that much of the difficulty relating to the memoran-
dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the
word "influence, " We do not have, and no Government agency or private
organization has, any yardstick which can accurately measure "influence"
in this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in
the case of the obvious influence of

over Martin Luther King and King's influence over other Negro
Leaders. Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful
demagogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of
Negroes. We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the
most dangerous Negro of the future in this Nation from the standpointy
of communism, the Nogro and national security.

On determining membership of Negroes in the Communist Farry,
we are. not confronted with the same problem. life do have here accurate
yardsticks for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are
very exacting. This means there are many Negroes who are fellow-
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly,
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old
communist principle still holds: "Communism must be, built with non-
communist hands " Therefore, it may be unrealistic to limit as
we have been doing to legalistic proof or definitely conclusive edence

3Enclosure
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Reference is made to. the enclosed r.iat'erial · on which tlle 
. Director has written: "This mc~o reminds llle vividly of those l 

received when Castro toolt over _Cuba: ·Yoµ contended then that Castro and 
, his cohor.ts were not Corrununi$tS and not inf luenccd by· Co?ru:1\mists. '.£'i~e 

·~lone proved yo~ wrong. I for one can't ignore the memos re King, 
et al a~ having only an infinitesimal 

·effect on the efforts· to exploit the American Ncg1.·o by the Cora.'nunists." I - . ., . \, 
:. The Director is correct. We were co;::ipletely wrons about 
believing the evidence was not sufficient to determine so~e years aso 
ithat Fidel Cnstro was not a coro..~unist or under co~..munist influence. On 
~nvestigating ·and writing. about communism and 1:hc Ame1·ican 1-;eg1·0, we 
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r • ; 
i I do think that much of -the difficulty relating to the me~or:ln• 
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~~ei.'s.· Personally, I believe in the light of King's powerful 
'demagogic speech yesterday he stands hend and shoulders over all other 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
100-3-75

that would stand up in testimony in court or before Congressional
committees that the Communist Party, USA, does wield substantial
influence over Negroes which one day could become decisive.

The memorandum which the Director penetratively questioned,while showing in the details the communist impact on Negroes, did
suffer from such limitations. These limitations we will make everyeffort to lift in the future. The great amount of attention this
Division is giving to communist activities directed toward the Negro
should enable us to do this

For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro -
communist question takes up as a whole the time of one supervisor and
during the past few weeks four men have been so occupied. Additionally,
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on communistinfiltration of the Negro; (2) monographs have been written on the
subject and widely disseminated; (3) regularly disseminated are memorands
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intelli~
gence Analysis to the communist plans for the Negro March of August 28,
1963, (149 copies of this Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of
the Government); (5) much material on the issue is given to Agents at
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division
now giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro March
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of
communist influence on the Negro.

As the memorandum pointed out, "this Nation is involved in a

1
form of racial revolution and the time has never been so right for
exploitation of the Negroes by communist propagandists. Nineteen million
Negroes constitute the greatest single racial target of the Communist
Party, USA. This is a sombre reality we must never lose sight of Wewill do everything possible in the troubled future to develop 20% the
Director all available facts relating to Negro membership in the Communis:
Party, plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain influence
of communist organizations and officials over the loaders and masses of
Negroes.

We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to
what the Director has a right to expect from our analysis.
RECOMMENDATION:

For the information of the Director.
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and 1·eports; (4) August: 2~, 1963, we devoted t~e entire Curi·cnt 'Intelli­
gence Analysis to the· con".munist plans .for the Negro March. of August 2t'. 1 
1963, (l .. !9 copies of this- Analysi_s were dissemino. ted to 44 agencies of 
the Cioverm:ient); (5) t1uch material on the issue is given to Agents ~t 
In-Service; and (6) nn SAC Letter is under preparation in this Divisio?1 
now giving the field the benefit.o~ what we learned from the Negro Ma~ch 
011 Washington and issuing inst-ructions for increased covci•age of 
com::mnist· influence on the Negro •. 

· . As the memorandur:1 pointed out, :'this Nation •is involved in a .. 

' 

.form of racial revolution and the,· time has never been so right~_fo1· · 
~;ic,P.l<;>j._1;.a.t..i..cw:9L_t11eNjgr<?_~-~- ,hY. .• communi~~~)~i~pj:gEE"<i.!~t-:S: ;,··--Nineteen tlillio:­
lfog1·oes consti tuteuie greatest single racial target qf the Corc.ounist' 
Party, USA. This is a. sombre reali t we rnust' never lose sir.ht of. \·te 

,will do eyerything possible n the trou lca"future to aeveiop ior the 
~Director all. available facts relating to Negro men,bcrship in the Com.~unis~ 
; .Party, plus the more c~r.iplex and difficult· to ascertain influence 
iof com.~unist organizations and officials over the leaders and masses of 
, Negroes. · · · : '' . .. .. 

We regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to 
what the Director has a right· to expect from our a,nalysis. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For the information of the Director. 

. 
• 
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UNITED STATES GC RNMENT

Memorandum
TO Mr. W. C. Sulliván DATE: September 16, 1963

Tele. Room

FROM Mr. F. J. Baumgardner Hoires
Centlyany

SUBJECT COMMUNIST PARTY, USA.
NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS
INTERNAL SECURITY - COLOUNIST

This memorandum recommends increased coverage of communist
influence on the Herro. The history of the Communist Party, USA

(CPOSA), is replete with its attemots to exp!oit influence and
recruit the Regro. The March on Washington, 3-28-63, was a striking
example U Such communist activity as Party leaders early put into
motion efforts to accrue gains for the CPUSA from the March. Well-
documented information concerning the Party's influence on a principal
March leader, Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., is but an example.
The presence at the March of around 200 Party members, ranging from
several national functionaries headed by CPUSA General Secretary Gus

Hall, to many rank-and-file members, is clear indication of the Party's
sevonite target (chc Negro) today.

All indications are that the March was not the "end of the
line" and that the Party will step up its efforts to explit racial
unrest and in every possible way claim credit for itself relating to
any "gains" achieved by the Negro. A clear-cut indication of the
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive
leadership meeting in November, 1963, which will deal primarily with
the Negro situation. This meeting is to be preceded by 21 Gus Ha117
"barnstorming" trip through key areas of the country to meet Party
people and thus better prepare hibself for the November meeting.

The entire field is being alerted to this situation .in a
proposed SAC Letter (attached). The field is being instructed to
intensify our coverage of communist influence on the Nezro by giving
fullest consideration to the use of all possible investigative
techniques. in addition, the field isbeing'stold to intensify its
coverage of those communist fronts through which the Party channels
its influence and 10 intensify Its investigations of the many Party
members and dupes who in activities on behälf of the Party
in the Regro field. stressing the urgent need for
imaginative and utilized through our Counter-
intelligence is attempt to neutralize or
disrupt the Party's activities : 11 the imgro field. Necessity for
prompt handling of all !acct: or this matter to insure timely dissemi-
nation to the Department agencies is also being
emphasized
100-3-1167 OCT 16 196?i - 700-3-76 (CPUSA,
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' l'IU>M : l1r. F. J. Bn.u:nz:trdncr., 
. 3?/'fY 

sur.Jt:Cl9CO:iHUNl.3T PARTY, t[S.A, 
NE~O-QUtSTr o:~ 
CO!:!!JUlU~T .Il:l·'L~,CE IN r..ACIAL 
fNTEi~'iAL SECUI!ITY - co:.:.imiIST 

U/1..TTERS 

i' This mcr.ioi:-andum ~.!:lends incrcn~:..CJ~~,!~(?_2.!...£2r!.~l!..!:~.§J 
f inf:~~-'.~1!£<;,_...£~.th_e_j.fS~!.£.:- Th.~ n1s to!·~· o!'. the Co.:1::1Unist Pai:ty, U:.-:\ 

I' 

t ttriYu::,Al , is .r'?.:'.!.H~.£_.Y{ill ·; t2 .... ~.~.£r1!~t.s __ t_Q...£:."illJ.<>J:.t~!.11.D..!!..~~!£~~:.<! 
rccrt.~i t .the l-ie3ro. '.inc },:arc:i on Washington, S--28-63, was a striking 
c'EiEp:rt-<.:..: ..;--.r~:rm:>::-.:.iun!.st activity as Party le:!ders early put ·in.to 
motion e:Z.forts to ~ccruc gnins for tho CPUSA fror:1 the l!,irch. Well- ""' 
documented infol'r.\ation concerning tbc Party's influence on a prj,ucipal \ 
lf~rc}", leader, r.ovcren.:l U.1.rtin Luther Kin~, Jr. , •is but an exat:lple. \ 
The prc!>~r.cc ~ t the 11:lrch of :iround 200 P~rty i:.cr.lbers, .ra!'lging :fro:;1 ! 
several nation:t.l i'l:.nctionarics hca<lcu byLCFUSA General Secret~ry G~s -' 
liali";·: to cany ran!;-and-filc r.1c:::bc1.·s, is clear indication of t~e Party's 
o!:;.vc-:·:.t,1 ~ai-gvt (the !,cgro) tou."4y. ~.•~ 

All indications arc that the l!.arch r,as r.ot the"' "end' of the ' l line" and that the Party r:lll step up its efforts"'to e>:plit racial 
unrest and in c~cry possible way clai~ credit for itself relatin3 to 
any "Gains" achieved bi· the ?,cr;rQ. ,\ clear-cut indication of the 
Party's c?csibns is :-cvealcd "in its pl:rns to hold a higJ1ly secretive \ 

'

leadership meeting in ?,ovcr.-ibcr, 1963, which \'till deal pri~.~r.ily ,witil \ 
the ?{e~ro situation. This r.1cc_tinr; 1$ to be preceded by a:t.Gu.s Ha.f/17 \ 
"b~rnstor:int;" trip throut;h key arc:,.!; of ·the country to r,leet Pa~tr } 
pc_oplc and thus bcttc1· prepare hibsc:lt !or the N_ovember ;-~-~eti\ff; 

I 
The 'cnttrc !icld "is bcinr: nlcrted to this situn.tio1f':in a: · 

p1·oposed SAC L..:-t tcr (at t:o~chct.i). Tho ! 1E:ld l~ beini iri:{~-i·uct:,c.d to 
intensify our co\'cr:11:e: of co::.."":unist influence "on the Ne3ro _by giving 
fullest cons i<lern t !o::· to the u•:c of .:l. ll possible investign.1{{vo 
techniques. In nd<!H1on, tn,~ .fh:ld i_t;·:t,Qioi~:~old to int~ns!fy its 
covcrn.:,:c o! t!lO!.;l' co:;;:uni:n. !1·ontn tlu·oii~h which ·the P~rty channels' 
its in!lucncc ~nd to 1r.:c•r::a!:; n~; l::vt•!:ti~:1.tions of the m~ny Party 
mc~bcrs :'\nd d~:-,c:; who <.•r.;:~;:c- 1~ :~c: 1 ._. 1 t \cs on behalf of the Party 
in the 1;<.•i1·0 !i•.:l<.!. :':.:-t::e:-,· •.,._. :,.r•.- :~t:·,.-:;~in~"thc'urgcnt need for 
irl:'\~inatlv<.: :'\~J ~~:.::·•--.•;,:.•.•.,. t.~ ·i :,.·:. to h•· uti.l.i~~cd through our Counter­
int c- 11 i{;CI~C1,,," ;·:·, .: -· ~:-; -- t':: .•:••· ,: .... 1 •= ::,•1.\ t. ~ -:, t t c::p t to neutral izc or 
disrupt th~ 1>:1.z·ty •:.. :\<.."t ! ,.. 1 : 1 '-·~. ~n t!:c :,, .. :;1·0 ! icld. Neccssi ty ·for . 
pro~pt h~ndlin; of ~11 !~cot~ nc th~~ ~.lltcr to ,nsure timely disscmi­
n:l t ion to t:lC l)\.'p.lrt::1."nt ·:u:,\, ot:: 1.u-,,u1lt:1·c!> lt'U•-(\UGnc-ios oc~ .. ,so be, n~ 

J 
·' l ,.. Lt., ••~ / • ~• .,,.. ... ~ - ~ 

cmplmsizc, .. : : ; .. ., ·• · ' • - :. - 11 ;:,, - :> l_; I 
100-3-lltj .-• .:H QCT l(; 1961 ' 
1 .. t{tO..:i-;-& ( Cl'C!i,;, :;-,·:-: ro <:•.:•·., ~ \ t.'f\) ? t • • --

. , •• , •• J · .. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

[100-3-116]

The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices
to submit to the Eureau, within 30 days, an analysis of their
current coverage of communist activities in the Negro field plus
details of their plans for intensification. Also, those 16
offices participating in the Counterintelligence Program on a
regular basis are being required to include in their next monthly
letters due. 10-15-63 their plans to neutralize or disrupt Party
activities in the Negro field,
RECOIMENDATION:

If approved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising
the field as above and urging full implementation so that the
desired results may be achieved. Also attached for approval are
necessary Manual changes.
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Memor~ndum to Mr. Sullivan 
RE: CO!H.~U!HST PARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUZSTION 

,. . 

r, COW.fUNIST INFLUt?•;CE IN RACIAL MA'l'Tf;RS 
v00-3-ll~j . 

-
• 

. . 

to sub:nit to the B-n~eau, within 30 days, t1.n analysis of their 

. 

•. cux-,·rmt covcrnge o:f comnmnist activities in the Negro field plus 

• 

I 
The p1·oposed SAC Letter requires key security offices 

. de~ails of the:i.r- pl~m. for intensification. Also, those lG 
offices participating in the Counterintelligence Pr6gr:u:1 on a 
regular basis arc being required to include in their next monthly 
letters due. 10--15-63 their plans to neutr~.lize or di'srupt Party 
activities in the Ucgro field •. 

If ~pprovecl, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising 
the field as above an_d urging full implementation so th:!t the 
desired results ma;• be achieved. Also attached for approval are. 
neccss:!r" !!anual chan!:!'.es. • .. - ., , 

--.;:, "' ~.. ~----..... - .. _ 
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9/18/03 Tele. ROOM

Holmes
Cooly

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

While the attached memorandum
bears the initials of Mr. Baungardner,it was prepared from a rough-draft- furnished
to him by Mr. Sullivan.

It should be understood that
Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo and Belmont
read the memorandum and agreed with it
prior to its submission.

REC 5 403-411-2534
Enclosure

22 DEC 5.1963
Clyde Tolson

I namebeen unisted
CT:LCB

provisionshould camen premitration The
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" M:EMORANDUM FOR THE D!HECTOR . . 

While the aUachcd memorandum 
bears Uie initials of !,Ir. Bau111~:a rd.ner, 
it was prepared from a rough-draft furnished 
to him by l\1r. Sulliva:1. ' .... -, .. , . 

~ 
. It should be understocd that 

Sullivan, Baumgardner, Sizoo a:1d Delnw1.t 
read the memorandum and a~tc~d with it / prior to its submission. , , , . ;,• 1 1 ~ ~ 5 ~ -'lL., . , •. , . -1,.~ ._) I -- (\_ t: . - ·' Rt\.r;:, ,_ .... __ ......::..;;--

~--. 
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To: Mr. A. H. Belmont Date: September 25, 1963 Gais

am
Mr.

From: Mr. W. C. Sullivan Mr.
Mr
Mr.

Re: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA. Tele. Room
NEGRO QUESTION Miss
COMMUNIST INTLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS Miss Card
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Predication:

Reference is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63
and to the attached proposed SAC Letter.

On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of
the Director's continued dissatisiaction with the manner in which
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent.
memoranda on the same subject matter. This situation is very
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division
responsible for this area of work, and we certainly want to do
everything possible to correct our shortcomings. We absolutely will
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes we have made or be
stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this matter.
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter
until there was 2 clarification and a meeting of minds relative to
the question of the extent of communist influence over Negroes and
their leaders. In this memorandum I will seriously and sincerely
try to clarify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that
this discussion need not be made a matter of official record

Common Agreement:

First, I am sure we all are in agreement on the following
which was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief
attached: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party, USA, has
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million
Negroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial
target of the Communist Party, USA; (3) Negro leader Martin Luther
King, does have as an extreasly important
advisor : (4) we
are right now in this nation engaged in a form of social revolution
and the time has never been so right for exploitation of the
Negroes by communist propagandists; and (5) the Communist Party
could in the future make prodigious strides and great successes with
the American Negro to the serious detriment of our national security.
In addition to the above, the material furnished contained many pages
of specific examples of communist policies. programe activities
Enclosures sent 9-26-63
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To: ?.-ir. A. H. Bc1mont , 

From~ Ur. W. C. Sul'};_i,y;(" 
U 7-a 

Re: co:tr.:'OHI 5"T PARTY, U,~A. 

: : . . 

· Date: 

NEGP.O QUESTION 
cc:.1::m!I!:i'T u:rr..u:~:c: IN RAC:f,L UATI'EUS •• 

'3:N'l'EI~HM.., SECU"."UTY - C 

Predtcation: --
Re!-e1·encc is raade to the enclosed rr,emorandum dated 9/16/63 

·and ··to the attached ~roposed SAC Letter • 

. , On returning from a few days leave I have ueen advisr.-d of .. 
the Di rec tor's contim:~d dissn tis::'nction -.•,•i th the rr.~ nn.:31• in -.·;hicl.:. 

\ 
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent. 
me~oranda on the sa~e subject matter. This situatio~ is very 
disturbing -to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division 
responsible for this are:t of work, and we certainly wnnt to do 

I 
e•1erything possible to correct our shortcomings. _\'le absolutely will 
not be stubborn about admitting any mistal~es we. h~ve r.\ade or bo 
sti!f-necked and unbending concerning our a:1alysis of ·this rn::.ttei·. 
The Director indicated he would not approve our last 'SAC Letter 
until thei'e wa·s 2. clarification and a 1,leet1ni of minds relative to 
the c:.uestion of the extent of cor. .. -:unist influence ovei· :~egi-o.::~ aua 

I 
their leaders. In this :ner.1orandum I will seriously and sincerely . 

. try to ~larify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on 
official office men1orandum but rather on plain bond believing ·that 
this discussion need not be mad,e a matter of official record •. 

,;', 

Common.Agreement: 
C-t • -: • : 

::. First, I am sure we al_l are in agreement .on the -fol~lowing 
wbich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief 
atta~hed: (1) for the past 44 years the Corununist Party, USA, has 

f spent enormous surns of money and ceaseless ef:foi·ts to influence 
Negroes and to make comr.n1nists out of them; (2) the 19 million 
lfogroes in the country today constitute ·the gi·entcst single raci~l 

: Kine, · does h~ve ns an cxtrn~nlv important I 
ta1·get of the Co::ununist Party, USA; (3) Neg1·0 ·1eader Martin Luthi':":r 

· advisor ·--•-•- · : (4) we 

are right now in this nation enga_ged in_, a form. o! social ·•revolution 
and tho ti~e has never been so, richt for exploitation of the 
Nc~l:oes by coznrnunist propag::rndists; and (5) . ..: the Communist P:lrty 

~-~ould in ·the future make prodigious stridci·~~d crent successes with 
tbe Amei-ican Negro to the serious detriment of our national security. 
In nddi tion to the above, the 1na tei·ial furnished cor,taincd in:\llY pn.;es 
of specific examples of cormuunist -~olicies. '.PJ:O{t~·a,;)~-nn<l-:ittti vi ti cs 

_Encl9surcs _ 1ju.--p ?- :Yt ~l·'·~ . .'~tC- \\ . 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmout
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

showing communist involvement in Negro racial matters in this nation,relative to which we can all agxco.

Essence of the Situation:
The essence of the situation seems to be this: We

presented what facts there are in our filcs in the Brief in question
and I know that the Director certainly would not want US to do other
than this. The position taken at the time the Brief was written was
that, while there is communist influence being exerced on Negroes
and Negro leaders, it has not reached the point CI control or
domination This historically has been the position of the Bureauin this matter in light of file reviews going back ten to eventy
years. certainly this is not true
The Historical Position: to the

For example, in a detailed document prepared on Communist
Party and the Negro in 1953, we find the statement referring to "thefailure of the Communist Party to attract even a significant number
of Negroes in the United States to its number. " Another example is
to be found in an analysis in this sawe field prepared by the Bureauin 1956 to the effect that communist efforts have been "unsuccessful
on a state or national level" in infiltrating "legitimate Negro-
fraternal, protest and improvement organizations, although they made
limited success in some "isolated chapters." The Director's book,
Masters of Deceit, published in 1958 states: "It became obvious
that the Party, despite great efforts, had failed to win over even
a significant minority of Negroes.' In 1960 the Director's statement
to The Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, reads:"It is no secret that one 01 the Untierest Gisappointments of
communistic efforts in this Nation has been their failure to lure
our Negro citizens into the Party. In 1962 similar public statements
were made. On page seven of the Srief submitted to the Director
under the date of August 23, 1963, this historical position was
restated and it was said, "Onc of the bitterest disappointments of
the communists has been their single failure to lure any significant
number of our Negro citizens into the Party. This statement was
sot forth again in the cover semorandue which the Director marked.

The point I wish to make here is this: The fact that this
has been our historical position in the Bureau for many years is no
reason to assume that it is the correct position at this time, as the
Director has clearly and conditions change and, asthe evidence mounts, naturally so need to change our position alongwith this evidence.

- 2 -
-171-

Mc:.norandum !c:- ~Jr. Be l:j.ont 
RE: cow,nn;rs1· ~"..\RTY, USA 

?iEGRO QUEST!O}! 
CO:JMUNI,ST l!iFLUimCE IN Iv\CIAL ?.!A'M'l:RS • 

.. .. 
) 

showin~ com."nunist· involvement in Nc('ro r~cial matters in this nation, 
relative to which ~e can all ng1:co. . . 
Ezsenco of the Situation: 

The essence of the situ:ition so(>.:ns to be this: We 

(

presented wh:tt facts there arc iu our f-ilcs in the Drief in question 
and I know that the Director ccrt~,inly would no't w:;_:i.t us to dq other 
than this. c-'.fhe position taken n.t -the ti:::.c the Brief was wri ttcn was 

··" that, while there is communist influence being eiei·~cd on N~groes 
and Negro lenders, it hns-not reached the point, c,f control or 
~-niP,a,1~!1.-\ This hisioricnll~--h~b,;--ifocn•Athc-"-iiosition"oi--tha-Bure:i.u 
in "-this mat ... ~r in light· of fil\':- :t:eviews going back ten to ,wenty · ~~ 
years. ~~ ~ ~ Nk-'* ~ l~ ~~-.:i,...,\~ -,,__-- -- . ~ ~ '.cf,UL, • \i.,•~k~~-,..-.~·-
The Historical- Position: '->""" a--,- <..lJ / ~--•" 

For exa.t1ple, in a detailed docu~ont prepared on Cov.:1unist 
Pal..--ty and the Negro iu 1953, we :find the sta.te:1ent referring to "the 
failure of the Com.":lunist Party to :l.ttrnct even a significant number 

· of lfogroes in the Uni tcd St:ttes to its number." -Another ex?.~ple is 
to be found ill a:i analysis in this s:i:.ie field pre!)a1·eci by the E\.?.res.\'!. 
in !,.95§_ to the efiect that co::r.::mnist efforts have been "unsuccessful 
on a state or national level" in in!iltr:tting "lcgitir:ate Negro­
fraternal, protest and icprovc.r::1cnt ort;:inizatioos," although they made 
lir.1i ted success i_n so~e "isol_ated chapters." The Director• s book,' 
:Masters of Deceit-, published in ill-~ states: "It became obvious 
that. the Party, dcspi tc crcat c!l·o1~ts, had fn.iled to win over even 
a significan~ minority of Negroes.'' fn 19GO the Director's st~temcnt 
to The Committee on the Judici:tr\'• United States Senate, reads: 
•~tis no secret tha~ 0cc 01 .t~~ b1t~crcsc Gisappo1n~ment~ of 
comnunistic efforts in this Nntion hns been their i:iilure to lure 
our Negro citizens into the Part;•. 11 in 1962 similar public statemeut~ 
were made. On page seven o! the Br.le! submitted to the Director 
under the da tc of August 23, l OG3, t.hl.s historicaL position was 
restated and it was said, ••one o! the bitterest d_isappointments of 
the co1nmunists has been their sinc.:l,, !a1lurc to lure nny signi-ficant 
nUtlber: of our Negro c1ti:~cns int.o tho Party." This statement was 
so~ forth again in. tho cover ::c:..~o:.-:rnduo which the Director marked. 

The point I wish to :::\J:o here is this: Tho fact that- this 

I 
has beon our historic:-il po!;i Uon 1 n th~ Du:i.-cnu for 1nanj• years is no 
r<l_!'lson to assu1-:1c th~t 1!,: _:};!.:...!:~! 1·.1:-..:<.:.!.....\~si t ion nt- this time 1 ns the 
lJ1 rector has cle:1i-f>· exp 8 :: .. ..: • -' .. :·a·;; :u:d conc.:i t.ion::; change and,. ::i,5 
the evidence mounts, naturally 'li'u rwcd to chnngo our position :llong 
~1th this evidence. 

""'"n•· 
4-r I ' 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

Interpretation:
As we know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful,for they are somewhat like stones tossed in a heap as contrastedto the same stones put in the form of a sound edifice. It is

obvious to us now that we did not put the proper interprctation unon
the facts which we gave to the Director.

Martin Luther King:

We have been aware of the communist influence for nearlytwo years on Martin Luther King, Jr., head of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, and in the comprehensive memorandum entitled
"Communist Party, USA, Nogro Question," dated S/23/63 we set out
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this
country have had subversive connections in their backgrounds andthat Martin Luther King. II hac been dealing with

As previously
stated, we are in complete agreement with the Director that
communist influence is being exerted on Martin Luther King, Jr
and that King is the strongest of the Negro leaders. As we have
stated before in a memorandum, we regard Martin Luther King to
be the most dangerous and effective Negro leader in the country.In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort toward
strengthening its position among the Negroes inasmuch as we have
information the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining influence among
the Negroes.
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l!emor~ndum for Mr. BelJ:1ont 
RE: C01~MUHIST PARTY, USA 

NEGHO QUES'rION 
COillfUNIST I?U'LUENCE IN 

Inte:-pretation: 

- • .. ... .. ,. 
• I . . 

.. 
.. 

As we know, fncts by the:iselvcs arc not too meaningful, 
for they are so::cwhat like stones ·.tossc:d in a heap as contr:tstE'd 
to the same stones put in ~he 1or~ of a sound edifice. It is · f J obvious to !is now that -.:c did not put the proper intcrorctntion ur.,on 
the facts which we gave to the u1rcctor . . 
Martin Luther King: 

We have been aware of the co1:1munist influence tor nonrl;· 
two years on lfartin Luther Kin{;, Jr., hen<.! of the Southern Chr,istian 
Leadership Conference, :rnd in ·th~ co::2prchcnsi ve r.1cr.1orandur.l enti t1ed 
"Com:nunist Party, USA, i;cgro Quest ion," d:\ ted S/23/63 we set out 
information ·to the effect that a number of Negro le:?.ders in this 

. country have h~d subversive connections •in their hnckP.round~ and 
, tbnt·M~rt!n Luth~r Kin:::. Jr ••. h:..:: been dealing with · I ~:. .. , ___ _ 

i 
. As previously 

,stated, we are in complete ngrccr:icnt with ~he
0

Director that 
conu:mnist ·influence is being exerted on !!:lrtin Luther King, Jr., 
and that King is the strongest of the Nocro loaders. As we have 
stated before ·in a r.iemor:lndu::l, we rc{~:l.rd Uartin Luther King to 
be the roost dangerous and effective Nc~ro leader ~n the country. 
In addition, we know the Party -1s d1rcctinc.: a r:iajor effort toward 
strengthening its position neons; the Nc,;rocs _in:i.scuch as we have 

11nformation the l'.:trty plans t'O int.cnsi!y its efforts to exploit 
' the 1·acial si tu:l. tion !01: the purposo of g:l.ining i1ifluence an\ohg 

the Negroes. . . . . ·-·~ -. ···- --· ~- . . -· 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

SAC Letter to the Field

I would like to set forth here briefly why I think that
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director,
should be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this:
We need to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on and leave
no stone unturned to develop every and all facts which exist
in this matter. Some of these facts may not yet have been
unearthed by our field offices, and will not be unless we
follow up this matter evermore closely with them. My second
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related
to the present changing situation inthe "Communist Party - Negro
relations area. During the past two weeks in particular there
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of communist
officials to infiltrate and to dominate Negro developments in
this country. Further, they are meeting with successes. This
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on
Washington on August 28 communist officials have been doing all
possible to exploit the very troubled racial situation. As'
they said weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders. They are
now in full force acting upon this intention of theirs expressed
weeks ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negroactivities. The SAC Letter in question will be a great help
toward this end, and it should result in our developing important
facts relating to the current changes and pertinent activities
going on during the past few weeks in this entire field.

Subject of Deep Concern

May I repeat that our failure to measure up to what the
Director expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relationsis a subject of very deep concern to us in the Domestic Intelligence
Division. We are disturbed by this and ought to be. I want him

- 4 -

-173-

,, \ 

• i 

Mex:or~1:du:n for ~~r. Be l:::ou t 
RE: cmc1ma ST PARTY 1 USA 

NEGRO QlmSTlON 
COM1ruNlST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL ?r1ATI'ERS 

SAC,.Letter·to the Field -·· . 

" 

I would like to set :forth here briefly why I think that 
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director, 
should be sent to the field offices. My first reason is this: 
\fo need to renew our efforts and keep the p1·essure on an_d_le.ave 

. ~'>_tone Ul},t.u;t_!.!ed to de_y_~-~9.~~!'Jl:Y. .. ~9~L ~.ll. ~-facts .. ~?~i.c!l ~~i~t 
in this matter. Some of these facts may not yet have been 
iiheai·theci"'hy"-our field offices, and wi_ll not be unless we 
follow up tnis matter evermore closely with them. Uy second 
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related 
to the present changing situation int_he ·cotllllunist Party - Negr.o 

. relations area. Durin{: the·-past two weelts in particular there 
have been sharp stepped-up activities on the part of cor.irJunist 

. officials to iniil trate- and to dominate Nee::-o developi::.ents in 
this ccuntry. r;\1rther, they nre meeting•with successes. This 
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro tr.arch on 

. Washington on Auf>1.1St 28 cot1.':lunist officials have been ~oing all­
poG~i~1e to eAploit the very troubled r~ci?-1 situaticn. As" 
they ~~id week::; ago, the end of the Negro march would be the­
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part ,to 
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro le~aers. They are 
now :i.n full force acting upon this ,intention of theirs expres~ed 
-weel-:s ago. The field should be alerted to this fact and given 
instructions to investigate exhaustively n~w communist - Negro 
activities. The SAC Letter in question will be a gre3.t help 
toward this end, and it should r~sult in our developing important 

. facts relating to the current- changes and pel'tinent activities 
, going on during the ,past few weeks in this entire field. 

Subject of Deep Concern 

May I repeat that our failure to measure up to what the 
Director expected of us in the area of .. communist - Negro relations 

\
is a s-:ibject of yg_zy_._dqep. cpnce,;-n to us in the Domestic Intelligence 
Division. We are disturbed by this and ought to be. I want him .._ __________ 1-JS - fl ...... ._ ____ ...... • •• 

. . 
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Memorandum for Mr. Bolmont
RE: COMBINIST PARTY, USA.

NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS

to know that we will do everything that is humanly possible to
develop all facts nationwide relative to the communist penctrationand influence over Negro leaders and their organizations.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
(1) That the Director reconsider giving approval for sendingthe enclosed SAC Letter to the field.

of
(2) In order that other agencies and prominent governmentofficials will be aware of the determined efforts of the Communist

Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Director approves wewill prepare a concise document setting forth clearly those attemptsto penetrate, influence, and control the Mcgro moverest. by settingthese facts forth, succinctly and clearly, the render cannot helpbut be impressed with the seriousness of the communist activities.

off
H

- 5
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N3Gno QUESTION 
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RACIAL itA·.rr.zns 

- • • 
" . 

\ .. . ... . . . . .... 
.,;. 

• 

.. 
to know that we will do ever.ythin~ that is huu:rnly po~;:-;iblc to develop all facts nationwide relative to the con:un1~t oenctration and influence over Negro leaders and thci1· orcn.nh:n. tions. . 

RECOU!IENDA'fION5 ~ 
(1) That the Director reconsider civina ~pproval !or sending ·tbe enclosed SAC Lotter to the field. 

V. 
(2) In order that other agencies and pro~incnt cov~rn~cnt 

I 
officials will be aware of the dcterclincd c!!o1·ts o! thr.: Cor.munist Party'to exploit the racial situation, if ~he Dircctqr ~pprcv~s we 
will prepare a concise document scttinc !orth clearly t!,o~o ~ttc~pts 

• 
to penetrate, lnflu~nce, and cont::.·ol tlw ::c:;ro ~o·:,,r.t:} t. ~Y :1ct:tin; these facts forth, succinctly and cl~arly, tho rc~cl~r cnn~~t help· but be it1pressed with the seriousness or 'tho co:::uni:;t :tct-ivitics . 

. . . 
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Tolson
Belmone
Hore
Cosper
CeNahan

Quarad
oach

10/17/63 vaas
Date

FILE
Roser
Sullived
TextMR. TOLSON: Trotter
Tele. Room
HolnesThe attached analysis of Goody

Communism and the Negro Movement ishighly explosive. It can be regarded asa personal attack on Martin Luther/KingThere is no doubt it will have a Heavyimpact on the Attorney General and anyoneelse to whom we disseminate it. It islabeled TOP SECRET. However, even such ahigh classification seems to be no bartoday to a leak, and should this leak outit will add fuel to a matter which mayalready be in the cards as a politicalissue during the forthcoming Presidential
campaign.

The memoranius makes good reading andis based on information from reliable sources.We may well be charged, however, with
expressing opinions and conclusions, parti-cularly with reference to some of thestatements about King.We must do one HThis memorandum may startle the AttorneyGeneral; particularly in view of his pastassociation with King, and the fact that weare disseminating this outside the Department.He may resent this. Nevertheless the

memorandum is a powerful warning againstCommunist influence in the Nozro movement,and we will be carrying out our responsibilityby disseminating it to the people indicatedin the attached memorandum
inform atRo-mont

AHB

BOTY

IIM 5-110

3xts
6 OCT 23 1963
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Y !l Communism and the Negro Movement is' . / 
It highly explosive. It can be regar<lefras. a personal attacl:: on Martin Luthe1"\i-rang. ··--:-

If 
There is no doubt it will have a }{eavy impact on the Attorney General and anyone else to ·whom we disseminate it. · It is labeled TOP SECHET. However, ·even such a high classification seems to be no bar today __ to a leak, and should this leak out it will add ~uel to a matter which may already be in the cards as a politic~l issue during the forthcoming Presidential campaign. 
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. Genera1·; particularly in view'\br:.:his· past · association with King, and the fact that we are disseminating this outside the Department, He may resent this. Nevertheles~,~the . memorandum is a powerful warni~g.:.:_~aj._n§! Co6m\.ttiist, inf-luq~cg :i,n the-1.i£.~ro m~~;.!~IJ.L ai ,1t'1r\vi"Il ba carrying out our rasponsibility by isscc1in~ting it to the people_J;ndicated 
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DEC15 1976
FGF:JFW:vek

Mr. James Earl Ray
Post Office Box 7,3

Brushy Mountain Penitentiary
Petros, Tennessee 37845

Daar Mr. Ray:

In May of 1976 the Attorney General of the United
States created a task force for the purpose of reviewing
the FBI'e investigation of the assassination of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The task force is now in the process of winding upits inquiry before submitting a final report to the
Attorney General. However, we feel that our inquiry will
not be complete unless W3 give you an opportunity to state
your participation, or lack of participation, in the
murder of Dr. King.

Accordingly, we hereby request, through your attorney,
James H. Lesar, Esquire, your consent to an interview by
members of the task force. If you should agree to talk
to us, our time schedule requires us to arrange for the
interview to take place not later than December 31, 1976.

Please let us know immediately whether you desire
to be interviewed.

Sincerely,

Fred G. Folsom
Director

Martin Luther King, Jr., Task Force

CC: James H. Lesar, Esquire
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Mr. Jemes Eat-1 Pay 
Post Office Bex 1,3 
Brus.~ l•b'.mtain Peili. tentiaey 
Pct--ros, .Te:u~see 37845 

Dam: Hr. Ray: 

• 

.. 

In May of 1976 the Attorney ~neral of too Unite-l 
States ~ted a task force for t.~ p~oo of revier..ri_ng 
tht? FaI'e inwsti.gation of the ru1sas.<"Jinati.on of 
Dr. Mntin :IJ..rt-oor :rJ.ng, Jr. 

'lhe task force is rnr1 in the p.~s of ,dnaing up 
its in:rili1' before suh--nitting a fir.al report to t.~ 
Atto...'1".ey General. He-... ~, we feel that our irAuiry will 
not oo cor-plete unless wa give you an ofiX)rtun.ity t:o state 
~'OUr participaticn, or lack of participation, in t.ho) 
mJrdor of Dr. King. 

l~cxdingly, we hereby request, through your atto=n.ey, 
JD:r.e!S H. r.esar, E9:;iuirc, your cn,scnt to an intc....-vicu by 
Daroors of t.'rie task force. If you s..1Duld agree to tall~ 
to us, our tilr.e sched-.J.l.c .requiros us tD arrange for the 
interview to take place not later t.~, Dacenber 31, 197€. 

Please let us kn:111 .iraoodiately \,nether you desire 
wooint&vie~. · 

Sincemly, 

· · . Fred G. Fol2a:l 
Diroctor 

Mutin wther King, Jr., Task Force 

ex:: Jar.ies ll. Lsaar, Esqilie 
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Trushp Mountain Penitenfiarg
Petros, Tennessee 37845

Mr. James H. Losar December 20, 1976

Attorney at Law

1231 fourth Street, S.W.

Wash. D.C.

re: Ray V. Tenn. cr. Indictment no. 16645;

Shelby county, Tennessee. (1968)

Dear Jim:

In respect to your letter saying that a justice department attorney, Mr.
James F. Walker, would like to interview ne concerning the above indict-
ment, I agree with your advice opposing the interview. It would appear
that this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their book writing
collaborators, e.g., Gerold Frank, George McMillian, st al.
If they had wanted to interview the defendant, under oath, justice had

apple opportunity in the 1974 H.C. hearing in Memphis, Tennessee, through
their surrogate, !!" Henry Haile; and I understand no representative from

justice appeared as a witness at the hearing.

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a jury.

I understand you to say justice has not read any of the trs. of prior
hearings & suits. Therefore I'll include in the cc copy of this letter
to justice a copy of a Complaint that speaks to the MLK jr. matter with
attached Ex--1, althoc I doubt if justice or their publiching associates
will be interested in the Complaint contents.

Sincerely: Janes 0. Ray #65477
P.O. Box--73

cc: James F. Walker, Esq. J.D.I Petros, Tenn. 37345.
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J.efros, ijfonnrssce 3 7845 

Mr. Jruies H. Losar 

Attorney at Law 

1231 foul'th Stl'oet, s. w. 
Wash. D.C. 

Dear Jim: 

Decembol' 20, 1976 .. 

re: Ray v. Tenn. er. In~ctment no. \66~5; 
Shelby county, Tcnnossee. (1968) 

In respect to your letter sayi,n~ that a justice depart:ient attorney, :-:r. 

Janes F. \iclker, 'l'tould like to interview Cle concern1nc the above indict­

~ent, I a,roc with your advice oppocine the intervie~. It ~~uld appear 

that this wuld only be in the interest or the J.D. and their book T1riti:1c 

collabor~tors,e.s., Gerol1 Fr~:l!:, Geo~ie McXilli:i.!l: st al. 

If they had wanted to interview the defendant, under oath, justice had 

Mi>le opportunity in the 1974 !!.C. honrinc in 1-,e:i?Me, Tennessee, throuch, 

their sur.roGatc, ~. Henry Hdle; natl I understand no rcpresent~tive fro: 

justice appeared as a witnes~ at the henrinc. 

At the present I believe the only body I Bhould testify before is a jury. 

I understand you to scy justice has not read any or the trs. of prior 

henrincs ~ suits. ~hcrc!ore I 1ll include in the cc copy or this letter 

to juotice n copy or a CO:iiplaint that speaks to the MLK jr. 1eatter with 

ettached_ r:x--A, al thoc I _doubt if justice or their :publ1ch1nc ao~ocintes 

will bo interested in the Coe11>lcl.nt contento. 

cc: Jaoec r. Walker, Esq. 

Sincerely: Jaces e. Rc.y #65477 
P.O. Box--73 
Petros, Teun. 37845. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COUPT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF CENNESSEE

WESTERN DIVISION

JAMES E. RAY, Plaintiff

vs.

TIME INC.
GEORGE MCMILLIAN

W. HENRY HAILE Civil Action No. C-76-274
WILLIAM BRATFORD HUIE

GEROLD FRANK

HON. ROBERT M. MCRAE

BRENDA PELLICCIOTTI
Defendants

COMPLAINT

1. ALLEGATION OF JURISDICTION:

(a) Jurisdiction of the parties in the hefein subject matter is based upon

diversity of citizenship and the amount in recovery.

Plaintiff, acting pro se, is a citizen of the State of Tennessee under "oper-

ation of Law" in the subject matter; defendant TIME Inc. (here-in-after, TIME)

is a citizen of the State of New York; defendant George McMillian (here-in-

after, McMillien) is a citizen of the State of Massachusetts; defendant W.

Henry Haile (here-in-after, Haile) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee;

defendant William Pratford Huie (here-in-after, Huie) is a citizen of the

State of Alabama; defendant Gerold Frank (here-in-after, Frank) is a citizen

of the State of New York; defendant Hon. Robert M. McRae (here-in-after, Judge

McRae) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee; defendant Brenda Pellicciott1

(here-in-after, Pellicciotti) is a citizen of the State of Tennessee. The

matter in controversy exceeds, exclusive of interest and costs, the sum of

ten thousand dollars.

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the existence of a federal question and the amount

in controversy:
-179-

: . 

• :OR ,:'!i:; .:::stz~: !>ISt:?ICT OF ':zr::::::~~Zt 
71Es1:::a:~ ~I'II:;zo:r · •.••........••............•.............. 

Z. RAY~ 
• PlaintU'! 

. -... 

-TIME INC. 
GEORGS ?-;c}:ILLV.:f 

1:1. HENRY HAILZ 
WILLIA.~ BRAT.FORD HUIE 
GEROLD FR.o\Nl< 

Civil Action No. ( - ? C:,- ;;l 7 'f • 

HQN. ROBERT M. McRAE 
BEDIDA 

0

?ZU.ICCIOTTI· 
Detendatlts 

\ 

...•••••..•.••..•.•....•.•...••.••.....•••. •..•..•.•.............••.•..•.......•..•.••... 
; ' 

.•· 
j, ~., 

, 
l · .. 

1 • .ALLEGATIO:i CF JURISDICTIOH: 

(a) Jurisctl.ction ot the parties-in the hetein subject matter is based upon 

diversity of citizenship and the amount in recovery. 

Plaintitt, acting pro se, is a citizen or the State ot Tennessee under "oper­

ation ot Law'' in the subject matter; defendant '!I.ME Inc. (here-in-after, TI?-tE) 

io a citizen of the State or ttew York; defendant· George 1-:cHilllan (here-in­

a.fter~, M~~l¥.~n:t .is a. citizen or. the State or Massachusetts; defendant 71. 
.. '· ""'I, ~- ~ 

Henr1..'~~l~ ~t,;e.re~in-n"tter,'. Htd.le) is D. citizen of the State ot Tennessee; 
~ . . ,. . ...... . - ' 

d~tendant' Willi~ •~;ttord Huie (here-1n-atter, Huie) ,.'s a citizen of the . ' 
State or Alab~a; defendant Gerold Frank· (here-in-after, Frank) is a citizen . . ' 

of t1:J.e State or ?few York; defendant Hon. Robert M. McRae (here-in-a!ter, Judge . . 
., .... -.:;·"" 1.,._ .. McRae) is a citizen ot the State ot Tennessee; defendant P.renda Pell1cciotti - . 

, 

(here-in-atter, Pellicc1otti) is a cit1ze~ ot the State ot Tennessee. The 

matter in controversy excee~s, exclusive ot interest a::id costs, the sue or 

ten thousand dollars. 
11- •• 

(b) Jurisdiction founded in the:e:xistence of a tederpl qµestion and the a::ount 

1n controversy: 
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