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STATE OF MISSOURI

. DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
Jofferson City ‘
-+ GEORGE M.CAMP . ‘ '

. ..DEPUTY DIRECTGR .
o . February 27, 1976

we TO: ' JAMES EARL RAY FILE
~ ﬂ
ooz 7 (L
‘FROM: Georgiég. Camp
RE: Investigation of the James Earl Ray escape

and financing of his activities

As well as reviewing James Earl Ray's file and the files
of several other inmates and employees, which are listed
- below, I talked with former Warden Harold R. Swenson and
. formex Seniox Correctional Officexr Bernard Poiry regara-
ing any knowledge they mxght have of the activities of
James Earl Ray.

On February 26, Mr. Swenson informed me that to his
knowledge_Ray was not a "merchant" and that he was not
involved in any extensive illegal activities within the
prison and in fact was a loner. He noted that the only
significant point to James Earl Ray's recoxd was his sev-
eral attempts to escape from the institution.

On that same day} February 26, I had an extencive discus-
sion with the former Chief Yard Officer, Major Bernard
poiry. In essence, he substantiated tlie conclusions made

to me by Warden Swenson and in his
could not have earned monies while
port himself after his escape. He
to escape on several occasions and
rapport with other inmates. Major
Earl Ray was able to escape due to

opinion, James Earl Ray

in the prison to sup-

was a loner who attempted
apparently had little -

Poiry felt that James

the laxity of employees:

and not due to any dealings between Ray and employees of

the institution.

The report written at the time of Ray's
escape substantiates this conclusicn.

Major Poiry stated
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that there were a great many employees in the institution
who frequently were lax in their duties and that a hand- . ... .. -

ful of employees. had to pick up the slack for the majority-
of the employees who did not pay enough attention to cus-

todial security.
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In ny own mind, having reviewed all of the files listed
and to the discussions of Warden Swenson and Major Poiry,
it seems guite clear to me that we have no information
that one could base the conclusion that James Earl Ray

. planned and executed his escape with the direct assistance
of staff nor that he secreted through illegal means money

to support himself after his escape while he was still an

inmate at the Penitentiary.
Inmate files reviewed:
James Earl Ray 00416
Ronnie Westborg 71859
James Esson 73789
Gary Wayne Harkins 21231
Geoxge Hé?bld Jones 05516

Raymond Curtis 04849

Personnel files reviewed:
_Alfred Burkhardt
Harold John Schaffer
Ezra Leroy Shelden

Raymond Harold Morgan

GMC:mac

Robert Lynn Powell 16960

‘Lafe O.

ERF T SRR

Joseph Siebert 09111

Carl Drake 00189
Billy Mac Miles 07206

bonald Ray Johnson 10987

James F. Stone
Goée ' ¢
Johnnie Francis Petrece

Bernard C. Peschang
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‘In ordering on April 26 the complete xeview by Mr.
Shaheen, I dirccted that the investigation be completed
forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be
-furnished to me and FBI Directox Clarence M. Kelley on the
basis of ‘the review of all documents: )
‘ -;fWhéther the FBI investigation of.Dr. King's
assassination was thorough and honest;
~= Whether there»is any eyidence that the FBI wasx
involved in the assassination of Dr. King:; ‘
= ~-" Whether, in light of the first two matters, there
is ény new evidence which has come to ‘the éttention of the
Department concerning the assassination'of bx. King;
e Whether the nature of the relationship between the
:Bureau and Dr. King calls for cximinal piosecutiéns, disciplinary
proceedings, or other appropriate action.
Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights
Division has been continuously investigating allegat%ons

concerning -the assassination of Dr. King as these allegations

«. come tc the attention:of the Department.

.
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" ! 1.~ Mr. J. B. Adams
i N 5’ - m. -R. JQ G 11 er
= (Attn: J, A elman)

Mr, T, W, Leavitt

J. G. Deegan 1 - Mr, J. G. Deegan
1 - wq s' Fo ?hillips 1 :
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr, J. O. Ingram A
1 - 1‘11‘. ‘Jt To Aldhize!‘ p E 6)
&r YA
YURPOSE: o W ‘

To provide informetion concerning a meeting he{a
5/6/76 to introduce FBI officiels to Department Task Foxce
charged with responsibility to review our past investiga- .
tions relating to Martin Luther King, Jx.

SYNOPSIS:

The Task Force designated by the Office of
Professional Responsibility of the Deprrtment to review
our investigation of King was introduced to FBI officials
during a meeting at FBIHQ on 5/6/76, At this meeting,
Task Force personnel were briefed on the scope of a

. previous inquiry of our King investigation by the Civil
Rights Division of the Department and on our files and

| ‘communications system relative to their review, The

Department Task Force review will encompass the security
investigation of King and our investigation into his
assassination, Space for Task Force personnel is being
provided in Room 4171 of the JEH Bullding and their
review -commenced on the afternoon of 5/10/76.

" RECOMMENDATION:

For information.

100-106670 - o
JTA: seb CONTINUED « . OVER

(®) , Bl
SEE DETAILS PAGE 2
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Memorandum to Mr, Leavitt
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr.
100-106670

DETAILS:

Under the direction of the Office of Professionsl
Responsibility, Department of .Justice, a Task Force has been
assigned to review our previous investigation relating to
Mertin Luther King, Jr.

On 5/6/76, s meeting was held to introduce the
Department Task Force to FBI officials, Meeting was held
between 2:30 p.m. and 4:00 p.m, in the Intelligence Division
Conference Room. Those attending from the Department were
*'red G, Folsom, Jx., Ms, Hope Byrne, William White,

Joseph Gross, James Valker, James Kieckhefer and Rey Hornblower.

FBI representatives were .J, S. Peelman and Hel Helterhoff
of the General Investigative Divislon and T. W. Leavitt,

J. 0. Ingram, J, G, Deegan, S. ¥. Phillips, P. E. Nugent and
J. T. Aldhizer of the Intelligence Division,

After introductions, Mr, Leavitt pledged totel
TBI cooperation with the Task Force and its review, There
followed a briefing by Mr, Phillips on a previocus review
of the King matter by the Civil Rights Division of the
Department, Mr, rhillips then outlined the scope of the
files to be reviewed and the Ffiling and serialization
system et FBIHQ, Mr, Deegean discussed FBI communications
end field office flles, emphasizing that the field has some
material which is not furnished FBIHQ and is, therefore,
not contained in our files at HQ.

Mr. Folsom stated that the Task Foxrce review
would begin with FBIHQ £iles. The xeview would use as a

departure polnt the assassination of Martin lLuther Xing, Jx.,
and work in two directions, forward through the investigstion

*Task Force leader CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr, Leavitt
Re; Martin Luther King, Jr.
100-1006670

of the assassination, and backward through our security

investigation of King, Folsom requested office space
for his Task Force personnel, ‘

The Task Force has been provided Intelligence
Division space in Room 4171 of the JEH Bullding. Their
review commenced on the aftexnoon of 5/10/76.
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5/11/76
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ATTENTION: MR, STEPHEN A, HORN
ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
my ‘ 4/26/76
’ ZXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX an LHM
5/7/76 Kansas City

X F. HNH Jé‘T

. Jod

NOTE: The items referred to on page 4 of enclosed LHM will
be furnished by separate communication.

No further investigation being conducted unless after
review you specifically request additional investigation.
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5/7/76

AIRTEL ATRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, KANSAS CITY (44-760) -RUC~-
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau airtel to Kansas City, 4/26/76.

Enclosed are six copies of a self-explanatory LHM. ~
One copy of the LHM is enclosed for Memphis. (

Mr. CAMP was advised on contact that all of the
information he furnished would be furnished to the Civil Rights
Division (CRD), U. S. Department of Justice (USDJ), for its
consideration as to whether or not any additional Federal action
is warranted. He was told that if he had any further questions,
he might consider communicating directly with the CRD, USDJ,
Washington, D. C.

b ;

(fgjj Bureau (Enc. 6)
-X" - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 1) (Info)
1 ~ Kansas City

THW/jb
(4)
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Kansas City, Missouri

May 7, 1976
ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

On April 29, 1976, Mr. George M. Camp, Deputy Director,

Missourl Department of Social Services, Jefferson City, Missouri,

was contacted and receipt of his letter of April 13, 1976 to
FBI Director Clarence M. Kelley was acknowledged., This letter
reads as follows:

"Dear Mr. Kelley:

"It is our understanding that the Attorney General has
under consideration a review of the events that led up to
the death of the late Dr. Martin Luther King. Either as
part of that ‘review, or as an independent review, we
request that you initiate an investigation into the
activities of James Earl_Ra{ while he was an inmate at
the Missouri State Penitentiary in the early and mid-
}ggg's, including his escape from that institution in

"Recently we reviewed the facts available to us and
concluded that James Earl Ray's escape did not involve
the complicity of Missouri grison officials and that

he was not a "merchant"” within the Penitentiry. However,
the State of Missouri has neither the resources nor the
legal authority to conduct an investigation that could
lead to a review of facts and interviews outside the
State of Missouri. As part of your investigation, we
ask that you review the material in our possession. We,
of course, do not have access to the material and
information that your agency and the U. S. Attorney's
Office developed in the course of the investigation and
the prosecution of James Earl Ray, and therefore think
that your office is in the best position to be abso-
lutely sure that no stone has been left unturned.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the
FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ogency; it ond its
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

"We stand ready to assist and cooperate with you and look
forward to hearing from you as soon as you have made a
decision on the course of action you wish to take.

Very truly yours,

GEORGE M. CAMP
Deputy Director"

, Mr. Camp stated that he is in charge of the Division
of Corrections of the Missouri Department of Social Services;
and handling of the captioned matter insofar as his agency
is concerned has been delegated to him by Mr. Lawrence L.-
Graham, Director of the Department of Social Services.

Mr, Camp advised that he and his staff reviewed files
and conducted interviews of available appropriate personnel,
and former personnel of the Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP),
and some inmates of the MSP regarding James Earl Ray and
his escape from the MSP, and regarding the murder of Dr. King.

Mr. Camp stated that after these inquiries and file
reviews, it was the conclusion of Missouri officials that Ray's
escape from the MSP was due to the laxity of some employees,
and Ray took advantage of the laxity. He said he found no
evidence of a conspiracy to aid Ray's escape involving MSP
personnel, ‘

Mr, Camp said that in regard to allegations that
Ray was running rackets in the MSP, financing himself through
illegal acts within the MSP, supposedly aided by unidentified
guard personnel, it was the conclusion after the study that
such activity was not indicated by facts available, and no
evidence was found to support such allegations. He noted that
Ray had only one misconduct report, other than write-ups
regarding his escape attempts, and that was an incident
involving Ray's aﬁparent attempt to take contraband into
‘the hospital at the MSP on a food cart. He further noted
that a review of Ray'’s ledger account, which shows the
activity of the money coming into and disbursed from his
account at the MSP treasurer's office, revealed the total

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

amount of money that came into his account during the time
he was at the MSP, 1960-67, was about $500., He noted that
some of Ray's earnings from working in prison jobs and money
sent by family went back out to family , and the rest was
spent in the MSP commissary and for reaﬁing material.

Mr, Camp noted that the MSP official who was deemed
most knowledgeable regarding the dinmate population at the MSP
. during the period of time of 1960-67, and who was in a pesition
to know, and did know which inmates were involved in rackets
as a merchant or dealer in contraband, and possessed of
influence over inmate population in the MSP, was Major B. J.
Poiry. He said information from Major Poiry was to the effect
‘that Ray was a "nobody" and was distinguished by nothing except
that *he wanted to escape from the MSP."

' Mr. Camp advised that nothing was seen in all his

investigation to relate Ray's escape to the murdér of Martin
L¢.§ing. He noted mno information indicating that Ray was a

racist. '

Mr. Camp stated that the MSP staff should have been
watching Ray more closely in view of his previous escape attempts
at the MSP. He believes that the prison officials' decision
to cancel a suggestion that the employees identified as lax
4An their duties, which probably led to Ray being able to
escape, in addition to the letters of reprimand they did
receive, was an insufficiency of management in mot taking
more severe administrative action against those employees.

He noted, however, that at the time of the escape, it could
not have been known that Ray later would kill King.

Mr. Camp said that the "Western Union Mailgram"
received by Missouri Governor Christopher S. Bond at Jefferson
City on February 6, 1976 from Reverend Emanuel Cleaver,
Executive Director, Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), referred to the January 26, 1976 issue of Time
magazine and requested investigation regarding Ray's escape
and activities in the MSP, He believes the SCLC hypothesized
that the MSP staff helped Ray run rackets in the MSP to finance
himself on his escape in a plot to ki1l King,

" He noted that the Time magazine article was arranged
by the publicity agent for George McMillian, 12 Hilliard Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to help promote his book on Ray,

3
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ASSASSINATION OF

MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

and King's assassination. He said that it was his under-
standing that McMillian had stated that he had xefused
to give any assistance to the FBI when contacted for
information he might have regarding the allegations
mentioned above. : »

McMillian used as a source a former MSP inmate
named Raymond Curtis according to Mr. Camp, who noted that
Curtisdhad been gone from the MSP about one year before Ray
escaped. :

Mr. Camp further advised that he had received a

letter dated January 28, 1976 from Lou Miller, former MSP

inmate, who told Camp that he had been editor of the inmate
newspaper at the MSP, the Jefftown Journal, when Ray was in
‘the MSP. Miller stated that he knew Ray and "ran a card

. -game with him" for a period of time not specified in the
MSP, Miller is now residing at the Kirby Hotel, 233 North

Main, Springfield, Missourl; according to Mr. Camp.

Mr. Camp pointed out that his investigation in -
this matter did not include interviews with Miller or
Curtis, nor did he interview Fred Wilkinson, Director of
the Department of Corrections in 1967, who now 1lives in :
North Carolina. He said that he believes that any further
investigation in this matter should include interviews with
‘the above-named persons, as well as the MSP personnel repri-
mandéd in this matter at the time, Major Poiry, former MSP
Warden H. R. Swenson and with James Earl Ray.

Mr. Camp furnished coples of the following items

from his file on this matter, which are attached ‘to this
_memorandum:

"Mailgran® to Governor Bond from Reverend Emanuel

\ Cleaver, supra, February §, 1976;

Letter dated January 28, 1976 to ﬁs. Heather
Kilpatrick, Time-Life Building, New York City, New York,
from Mr. Camp;

Letter dated February 26, 1976 to Reverend
Cleaver, supra, from Mr. Camp; ’

Memorandum dated February 27, 1976 to James Earl

Ray file from Mr. Camp.

4
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ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The material utilized by Mr. Camp in his investigationm,
as outlined in his memorandum dated February 27, 1976, was re-
‘viewed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation at Mr. Camp's
Office on April 29 and April 30, 1976 and May 3 and May 4, 1976.
This review revealed no information pertinent-to this investi-
gation which has not already been avallable, or in variance

with the conclusions reached by Mr. Camp, as outlined above.

Sa
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| 4/26/76
To: SAC, Kansas City (Encs. 2) (D)- Mr. Helterhoft

From: Director, FQI
MURKIN

Enclosed are two copies of a letter dated 4/13/76, from the
State of Missouri, Department of Social Services, Jefferson City,
Missouri.

Kansas City, promptly contact George M. Camp, Deputy
Director, and/or Lawrence L. Graham, Director, State of Missouri,
Department of Social Services, acknowledge receipt of this letter, and .
interview them for full details regarding any information they may desire
to furnish re captioned matter. Review the material referred to in this
letter to determine if it is pertinent to captioned matter. Advise them
all of the information they furnish will be furnished to the CRD, USDJ,
for its consideration as to whether any additional Federal action is
warranted. If they have any further questions, they may consider
communicating directly with the CRD, USDJ, Washington, D. C. 20530.

4 Promptly sulhm results. Conduct no additional investigation
at this time. .

1 - SAC, Memphis (44-1987) (Info) (Enclosure) (Enclosed is a copy of
incoming. )

HNH:mlr (5)

NOTE: This pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder and is presently

in state confinement in Tennessee.

The attached letter requests the FBI to initiate an investigation into
the activities of Ray while an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary. The
attached letter also states the Department of Social Services has material in
its possession for review.

We previously conducted certain investigation at the Missouri
Penitentiary re Ray's confinement during the Murkin case and while he was
in an UFAC -robbery status.

This requésts KC to conduct interviews for full details, and the
results will be furnished to the CRD. No pertinent information in Bufiles
on Camp or Graham.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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April 26, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: ROBERT A. MURPHY

$

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

F, x HNH:mlr

1
NOTE: Attached is a copy of a letter from the State of Missouri, Department of
Soclal Services, Jefferson City, Missouri, dated 4/13/76. Our Kansas City
Office is interviewing Camp and/or Graham for full details and will review the
‘material referred to in this letter to determine if it is pertinent with the King
case. You will be advised of the results.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.
'

STATE OF MISSOURI ' )
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES '
3 iITY
CEORGE M. CAMP Jefrerson C .
DEPUTY DIRECTOR P

April 13, 1976 ,

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kelley:

It is our understanding that the Attorney General has under
consideration a review of the events that led up to the death

of the late Dr. Martin Luther King. Either as part of that
Teview, or as an independent review, we request that you initi-,
ate an ‘investigation into the activities of James Earl Ray

while he was an inmate at the Missouri State Penitentiary in

the early and mid-1960's, including his escape from that insti--
tution in 1967. , '

Recently we reviewed the facts available to us and concluded .
that James Earl Ray's escape did not involve the complicity of
Missouri prison officials and that he was not a "merchant"
within the Penitentiary. However, the State of Missouri has
neither the resources nor the legal authority to conduct an in-.
vestigation that could lead to a review of facts and interviews
outside the State of Missouri. As part of your investigation,
we ask that you review the material in our possession. We, of
‘course, do not have access to the material and information that
your agency and the U. S. Attorney's Office developed in the
course of the investigation and the prosecution of James Earl
Ray, and therefore think that your office is in the best po~
sition to be absolutely sure that no stone has been left unturned.

We stand ready to assist and cooperate with you and look forward
to hearing from you as.soon as you have made a decision SI~Th&™
course of action you wish to ‘take.

’
-

.Very truly yours,

GMC:mac 7 X o
14-? o ro .,' / I's ® ¢'.r. L )
A R S
cc: Governor Christopher S. Bond 7 ‘ !
Attorney General Edward H. Levi GEORGE M. CAMP .
Bill D. Williams, Regional Deputy Director

Director, FBI, Kansas City,Mo.
Reverend Emanueal.Cleaver - e
Attorney General John Danforth  Naitetricc- o

CEORGE M. CAMP : FAWRENCE L. GRAHAM
OEPUYY DIRECTOR . Director
OEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES ' /, e

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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2pril 20, 1976
i/fs i (i)- Mr. Helterhoff

Hr. Robert B. Donfold \ ‘
Attorney at Law :
4545 Tast 5th Street

. Zucsgen, Arizona 85711

Pear Mr. Donfeld:

Roference is made to your letter to the PBI, Tueson,
Axizona, dated April 5, 1976, pertaining to Mrs. Gladys Minnitt,
a copy of which hag been forwarded to PBI ieadquarters,
Washingten, D. C, - ;
' Por your information, the FDI has no "reward nmoney®
. to pay Mrs. Minnitt for information she furnished allegedly
concerning James Zarl Ray. , )

I have ‘taken tha liberty of forwarding a copy of your
letter to the Civil Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department of
Justice, and i€ you have any further questions about the infor-
ration Mrs. Hinnitt furnished, it 1s suggested that you
corzmunicate directly with the CRD, tashington, D. C. 20530.

. Yom ray also desire to cormunicate dircctly with the
State of Tenncssee authorities whero James Barl Ray was ultirately
prosecuted in connection with the death of Martin Luther Xing, Jr.

Sincerely yours,

Clarence M. Relley
Dircctor

1 -~ Assistant Attorney General (Bnclosure) (Enclosed is a copy of
'Civil Rights Division incoming.)

1 - SAC, Phoenix (44-371) (Info) (Enclosure) (Enclosed is a copy of

dnconing.)

1 - SAC, Merphis (44-1987) (Info) (Enclosure) (Enclosed is a copy
of incoming.)

HNH:mlx (6) SEE NOTE PAGE 2
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Mr. Robert B. Donfeld

NOTE: This case pertains to the assassination of Martin Luther
King, Jr. on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled guilty to this murder in
the state of Tennessee and is presently in local confinement.

Our Phoenix Office forwarded a copy of a letter from
Attorney Robert B. Donfeld wherein he makes inquiry as to whether
any "reward money" available for Mrs. Minnitt. Phoenix requested

, FBIHQ acknowledge Donfeld's letter. Bufile 44-38861-3703 reflects
{JféMrs. Minnitt was interviewed in May of 1968 in connection with the
“"civil rights investigation relating to the assassination of King.
Mrs. Minnitt at that time stated a photograph of James Earl Ray
looked similar to a man she saw in revival meetings at the Church of
God in Christ, Tucson, Arizona. This information furnished by

Mrs. Minnitt was not substantiated. No other references contained
in Bufiles re Mrs. Minnitt. Phoenix advised Mrs. Minnitt, a former
ghetto informant and potential criminal informant of Phoenix
Division.

This appropriately responds to Mr. Donfeld with copy to
the AAG, CRD, and to our Phoenix and Memphis (the office of
origin) Field Offices for information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.o .&usg. Cox,DICKERSON 8 CARTIQP.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
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VERNON F, DICKERSON AREA CoOE 602

JEROLD A.CARTIN

J.JAMES MUKRPHY
WILLIANM F, MEDONALO

ROBERT G,CLARK April 5, 1976 ,

THOMAS P, SYLVESTER -

TUCSON,ARIZONA 85711
s

Duncan M. Dew, Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation

P. 0. Box 2910 »
Tucson, Arizona 85702 ////
] ‘Re: Gladys Minnitt

,29
Dear Agent Dew:

PurSuant to our recent telpehone conversation
the following is a synopsis of Mys. Minnitt's claim to
a reward offered for information in James Earl Ray and
the assassination of Martin Luther Kijng. 1 would appreciate
it if you would make a determination as to whether or not
there is any reward money and, if so, what amount
Mrs. Minnitt is entitled to receive. Please make any
further communications with Mrs. Minnitt through my
office regarding this matter.

*

_ Mrs. Minnitt contacted the F,B,I. in Washington,
D.C., approximately 2 weeks after the death of Martin
Luther King. Mrs. Minnitt first noticed Mr. Ray in Tucson
& few weeks prior to the assassination of Dr. King.
Apparently, Mr. Ray- attended various church services and
posed gs a missionary. As you know, Mps. Minnitt is an
ordained Minister in the Pentecostal Church., Mrs. Minnitt
had a newspaper clipping of James Earl Ray after the
assassination. Mrs. Minnitt compared the newspaper clipping
with the individual who reappeared at Church after tle
assassination and concluded that James Earl Ray was the
individual attending the church services. Apparently, in
the newspaper clipping Mr. Ray's hair was long and dark
but was sandy and crewcut while in Tucson. As you know,
the F.B.I. contacted Mrs. Minnitt approximately 24 hours
after her telephone conversation witn Washington. Mrs,
Minnitt mentioned to F.B.I. agents that she was not sure -
whether she was interested in any reward for her services.
1 might add tha t Mrs. Minnitt mentioned that the first time,
prior to, the assassinatinn, Mr. Ray looked in poor
condition but after the assassination when he reappeared
in Tucson he was dressed very nice and looked in good
condition.

f" N . . ¢
t . .

4
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1 believe that the above is an accurate
summation of my conversation with Mrs. Minnitt-regarding
the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King. 1If there
are any questions which you have regarding this matter
or if you wish to dirscuss the assassination with
Mrs. Minnitt I will be most happy to convene an interview
at your convenience. Thank.you for your cooperation in

this matter.

’
g

Very truly yours,

RUSSO, £0X, DICKERSON & CARTIN, P.C,

RBD/dp

W,

~
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Civil Rights Division

ASSASSINATION OF .

‘March 9, 1976
ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

March 5, 1976

F. x HNH:mlr

P0.0.0.0.9.0.0.0.9.9.0.9.0.9.0.0.9.94 LHM
: C1 - ;
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3/5/76
" AIRTEL
TO: DIRECTOR, FBY (44~38861)
FROM: SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)

SUBJECT MURKIN
‘Re CI airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/24/76.
Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an

LHM captioned “JAMES EARIL RAY". Enclosed for Memphis
are two copies of the same LHM,

Information furnisheé_in the enclogsed LHM was
obtained from records at the U. S. Court of Appeals,
Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio, by SC LINDA F. FERGUSON.

Cincinndél will maintain close contact with the
U, S. Court of Appeals in this matter.

(§9~'Bureau (Enc.-6)
2 -~ Memphis (44-1987) (Enc.-2)
2 ~ Cincinnati

LFFP/csf
(6)

y
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Cinecinnati, Ohie
In Reply, Please Refer to “areh 5 3 187¢

File No.

RE: JANES EARL RAY

On Harch 4, 1976, Detty 7ibbles, Deputy Clerk,
U. £, Court of Appeals, Sisth Circuit, Clscinnati, Ohio,
advized an employse of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (P3I)
that the following addivional sntries were recorded
on decket §75-1795:

\ Mareh 3, 1376 order demving the Community
| Government Amsecistion leave

1 to istarvens,

‘ I'nis docfiment coLt&ius neither
recommendations uor conclusions of
the FBI. It is the property of

the FBI and is loaned to your agency 3
it and its contents are not to be .
distributed outside your agency ~

- 10
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March 2, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

ny February 17, 1976

B, x HNH:mlr

Rebuit A 447«)5,' ceh, ;,/:,;,j’ 4y elear 4.,.@1?Q”

1
NOTE: Referenced memorandum had attached a copy of an UPI article at
Garden City, New York, relating to Memphis city detective, Ed Redditt.

Attached is the complete newspaper article relating to this matter
dated 2/15/76 from "Newsday". DPlease review this entire article and advise
if you desire any further investigation relating to this article. No investigation
is being instituted relating to this article unless specifically requested by the
CRD. (a clearer copy of thisarticle will be furnished upon racaint)
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szc'zoa, — TELE”PE m“"3-3/2/76.,' -
'~ (ATT: GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION) ., N
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' w3 Attached facsimi.le copy of"2/15/76, "Newsday"‘ RIS
article by LES PAYNE . L o ‘1,‘3;.‘:;;‘\“-.;"' ‘\..,-,""
@ “\ G g C A o7 " e V,‘:‘u - , -t
] ‘g '\:1‘ . ! o I' « x“ éq‘ e T o . ;i‘; o 4.,1‘ . ’ :-'! , i‘ ',;‘, . Y S
, i et . Lo X Y3 5, Ta ‘ - - e Y 1yt .
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Crit gm 1775, Newsday Ine, P '

" Houw belors thi Rev, Manin Lut’bcr Ks!ng I, wpe
- Killod in Memphis in 1908, thie 2ity’s top Inwenforse
< ment official, in e prsvnce o dnen bo identifted
o Bdderal agenty, oo ang pl bea deledives gesigned
o watoh 1w vivil piphia teadee Doom bis past, Authath
Hay soid thae remowsl s part of an emqrwm’ Vi .
bo pentect the deteckive’s s,

s B Reddity, the dotective. who wan reraoved from -
hwpmt had peopared a contingency plan o enable
‘the - police  departumont o - apprehond an  ssetasin
<~ ghould an sttompt be made on King’s lide while he .

wos ol the Lorraine Molel in Merophis. . The plan,
fa 7 which wan never iaplementod, jnvobwed the sealing off
1 of a fous-block area arcund the motel, . :

But dhey did louve the deteclive’s partnir on duty.
" From interviews and pablished siories; Newsday
“hax leasmed that Redditt and b partner, both mem-
-bers of the Memphis police fntelligence unit, witched
King and his alaflers at the Lorraine (hmugh binocu-,
lors fram the five stakion across the streot. The twe-
- man unit earline had provided security for King and
his pacty, and they continued o ketp the police de-
partmient inforined of thelr movements and thoir yigl-
tord, Redditt and his sinrlner, W. B. Richitond, who
i mee both black, had Withdemwys from what. would have |
1 been thelr novmal position with the King- pagly  bee
+ caude. their presence, following recont xiols In. Mcm-
phm had dngeved young local blacks, «* ;
: o police were partionlarly concarned about a vh':
olr-n'wprvm blacke. group colled tho Invaders, who,.
thotizil' By weie Toerdly with the poavialent King
and hiz associabes, bad Iod an outbecak of  vinlenea
ond looting » woek sarlior. Newsday recently dis
 gloged that some of the leaders of the Invaders were
. FBY informants and had touched off the vivlence tht
.was directly teaponsible for Iing's retum (o Memphis
" the day belfore his assansination,
On April 4, the day King was shot, faur armed,

AL P
An goriel view of the assuwnhon sCoRe

R
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Police did not amign a replicement for Feddith

"mmbem ot thc Invndm, who had been prowdmg e -

eunt) foe K'ng and hia xtafl in the Lorralne -Motel,
Cwerr acen leaving the motelefor vunexplained
m.mmwjm belora 6 PM, minules bedore King was
shot, Althongh King Bimwelf never agreed 10 have the
Tnvagdesa shand gourd, zome of hix rides had xveed to
thoie prssencs, (o of tha Dvadevs standing gusrd
wens an dindiseeover Muoophis pudlee detestive winy pros
“vidhetl informasion dor Yhe police and the PRI

Aftee Beddit was semnoved from duty, he was told
al a meeting in polico headguarters that the U8, 8o
crot Servics had learned . of & “oontract™ on his-Vile.
Reddit peotested, a:zying that he wanted (o return to
his post, but the city’s then-public 'wmfety director,

Frank Hollorman, indisted on the officer's removal: Ba :

route honwe with a policn gused. Reddify heard én the
‘car radio that King had been shot by om annasshi,
Fhrea days later, the round-the-clock guard watche
- Ing Redditt was romoved and he was allowed o vee
ture to work. The polico departiment mever offered
any further éxplanation of the “contmet” on his lifa,
About a week before King wha killed, sotrves asid,
FBI informers had fold the Memphin Policy Depart~
‘ment that Redditt had nhown some sympathy for
King's cauwge by encousnging striking, garbage
workeracewhy were belog supnorted by King’x nonvie
-0 lont marches—te atay awsy from work. Reddlit's
partneeon thy King sucvaillancn feam was considared
more doval by the deparicient, sources enid, Thy part -
nov vemained at his post and reportedly wos Jooking.
at Wing through binoculara when the civil rights Jead-

- otopwwaeghot, 7

<+ The eatire Redditt alfar is nnothu In A chain ot
Zeurious clrewmstanees sursounding . I\mz in’ the days
“and hour prior to his sawamingtion. . 5 "

Recent disclosures that the PRI coaductcd oxtene
sive supveillance of Wing hive protpted severdal gove
ermnental inquirics. The Sevate Inteliigence Commits
tea 3aid ity mvmug:mon uneovered ne- gvidence that
dmplicated the FBIL in King's murder or a cover-p.
However, the committee shainman, Frank Church (D-
{datwo), h:n entk-d for a fedneal special prosecptor to

g --C«mtinmd on Pa;o 13

N

g

R
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westigate the mﬁqm»fom “manv tnane
wwered questions,” mdmimg whimhyt.a buceau. “vene.
lotta” against King vs rointod 6. i murder, “The .
Department of Justice ia: lamw&(. Ahe fFBI’n’—mo o
King and will soon maka 2pep: 1 toAuar- :
ey Gcnml Edward Lw.._ : . i

Holloman acknowlcdgw.( e ttporro! a l.httat "1
did, receive & report that it wah g !hmtm(}t!wm. i
m-q 23 life. Where it cxms fetion, L ean'lsay oo )
about the Aerl 4. mocting with Redditt in
.ne presence of a man idomified by Holloman as a ..
U.& Seeret Service ag:nt and o'.hpr federal anthorie? 2
tics, Holloman said haitm'y. e I'don’t malL
Even dldxdl don't think 1 would sy

An olficisl of t.hc US. 3ecret Servico uaid he
rhecked the ageneyv's recerds and found no md:cahm\ 3
that an agent had beet seat bo 28 emvhxa atikat time,”

At the police headquiriers mepting. Haltoman, pes:
cordmg o sourees, Shtedniad “Roddstt to-'a” “Sacret”
Service ~oent 23wn from Washington, D.C.” a man
= icet tall and weighing atwit 220 pounds. & §
~<aippi . highway patrelmar, Hollomen said; had - §
sard someone threatening to go lo Mcmphi-s to
riedditt. The threat aitegedly  had been relayed to . ¢
the U.S. Secret Service and the aeent had fown down = Faos e
o deliver the mossage 1o, the Diemphiz police am!;.-, S
Reddite.
The mar IdcndﬂeduﬂwSmSenxceamt
veril gl Holloman's eccauy’, sources sabd. Also
according lo amirces,: were.the Memphis po- Bra
{co chief, an FRI Lakon agent, two military intelfig-. .
l=nce officers, an official frum tee shoviif oﬂ“ec. 2 Na- - Redditt pro!ubod lhat be wamed to mlum to ’hh

ciomal Guard olficial and a- rwmnmmo of the tiu-suummd bu!howazosdmcdmﬂodam.
{enncssee stale highway pRirodico ™ o ioileraa i g:itl'w

The Memphis police chie? at the. time, James C.
*AacDonald, now the chisf administralor of the cily's protection ¢ & tocal hotel under nn amumed mmo

._os

fftdd‘from etrclud wmdw. 2

sl Tewion rdpes ‘.-..'..

voars.. 1 have noummmt tom:ﬂcoabuutm
‘c‘tcr...

LS

P

i 4
old hitr s wou!d be mvidu’(with 24-h “ing to soutees, called for' Yhe enting fourblock-‘area
-around King's motal to be

Jmn‘!? Court‘ m’d not ba ramd b" lc!ep}wﬂc de.. Roddftt mm m bo!d ou“ mun M mhﬁf‘zlp
kpite numerous attempla In-zenly-1o-a-letter requests - law “who warliving In bis bome, wee i and could not.
ing information about the Redaditt affaic, MacDonald: be- Tooved, Holloman inafsted that n 24~hout ponca
wrote: “T have been'out of low enforcement for anven .. guand be posted ot Reddits howe, - *
- For tw two dayx dellowiny thw mmmumou. Rad
ditt mked to. mwm o works Bnchwqumtm dmm‘r’

™ n-a-

A view from the hotel. wconx on wﬁvch!Gnq wat snnding whon he was struck by . »hof ommﬁy

On thie third ﬂly. & Sumhy. ba xemmvd to \vork wuh-
- out furthor explanation. -

-Redditt's sasecsinntion cnntln m:y-plny aceord-

seale off by patrot cara i?
someons triod to kill King All gtroets were to bs
closely. watchod in care of an ussassination atlempt.
Redditt 1s lmown to bolieve that if hin plan had been
in eltacb it would huve boen finpoesible for & lone as-
“aasin, smpetted of shooting irom t!w(lopbom acm
the atveet, to have mped. Ak
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: March 1, 1976
Civil Rights Division i ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

February 24, 1976 CI :

B. x HNH:mlr
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2/24/76

AIRTEL

TO ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Cf airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/10/76.

~ Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an

LHM captioned "JAMES EARL RAY." Enclosed for Menphis
are two copies of the same LHM.

information furnished in the enclosed LHM was
obtained from records at the U. S. Court of Appeals,
sixth circuit, cincinnati, ochio, by SC LINDA F. FERGUSON.,

cincinnati will maintain close contact with the
U. S. Court of Appeals in this matter,

(g)- Bureau (Enc. 6)
~ Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2 - Cincinnati

LFF:bf
(6)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Cincinnati, Ohio

In Reply, Please Refer to February 24, 1976

File No.

RE: JAMES EARIL RAY

On February 23, 1976, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clerk,
United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati,
Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) that the following additional entries
werxe recoxded on docket number 75-1795:

February 20, 1976 Appelle=filed in ‘this
court on January 19,
1976, "Motion to strike
exhibits from Appellant's
Appendix.”" (Granted)

February 20, 1976 Appellant filed in this

. court on January 30,

1976, "Motion to coxrrect
errors and omissions in
transcript." '

February 20, 1976 It is ordered and
adjudged that Appellant's
motion of January 30,
1976, for correction of
errors be and the same
is hereby sustained with
respect to those errors
'to which the appellee
has indicated his
agreement. Except to
the extent herein indi-
cated, the appellant's
motion of January 30,
1976, is hereby denied.

This docurent containsg neishaop g
oo™ ndatiors nar canclrntang of

tho FRY, Xt &a Tha rrenactie a2

the IRT nnd dg Yasang 4n Tﬁ"r‘é;:ncy-
it and $t35 cortomis ave ned talbe ’
distributeq outsido ‘your azsncy.

JOWTIoN,

%

- 1% =

WERICAY
>
”"Ns;ﬂao\

»
P/

276.497°
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3/1/76

Civil Rights Division ¥
. : ’ ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

£

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

, ‘ RXXXXEKXKXKXKXXXXXX an LHM
2/11/76 Memphis )

LR)Srg—

1 NOTE: MNo further action is being taken concerning
the enclosed LHM captioned: "Mrs. J. N, Grace,
' Information Concerning.”

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




DIRECTOR, FBI 2/11/76
SAC, MEMPHIS (62-0)

MRS. J. N. GRACE
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed are two copies of -an LHM dated and
captioned as above.

Information contained in this LHM is being forwarded
to FBIHQ in view of statement by Mrs. J. N. GRACE that she
plans to correspond with U. S. Attorney General and the
Preslident of the U.S.

Memphis indices are negative re Mrs. J. N. GRACE.

Current Memphis telephone directory and city
directories failed to reflect a listing for J. N. GRACE and
the ‘telephone number 683-8324 is not listed :dn the Memphis
Criss Cross Directory. ,

Memphis file 44-1987 Sub M-595 dealing with the
assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. reflects that on
4/13/68, by confidential voucher item mumber 4, payments
were made in the amount of $60 ‘to Mrs. BESSIE BREWER and that
the three $20 bills which were taken from her had been
rgtained as evidence. X

This file later reflects that a decision had been
made that these original three $20 bills were no longer needed
as evidence and this $60 was deposited in the Memphis
confidential fund.

No further action is being conducted in this matter
by the Memphis Office. ’

'

,.

24Bureau (Encls. 2)
AX-Menphis
HSL/mah

(3
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.ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OQJUSTICE
, - FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to " Memphis, Tennessee
File No. = v February 11, 1976 , '

§

MRS. J. N. GRACE
; INFORMATION CONCERNING

3
.

On January 22, 1976, Mrs. J. N. Grace telephonically
contacted the Memphis Office of the FBI, stating that her
address was 4890 Willow Road, Memphis, Tennessee, and her
telephone number was 683-8324. ‘ 4

Mrs. Grace stated that in 1968 she was the owner
of a rooming house located at 4182 and 422 South Main Street,
Menphis, Tennessee, at which rooning house James Earl Ray
stayed at the time of the assissination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. :

According to Mrs. Grace, Mrs. Bessie Brewer was
employed by Mrs. Grace as the manager of this rooming house
in 1968. Mrs. Grace stategd that shortly after the assassination
of Dr. King Agents of the FBI took three 320 bills from
Hrs. Bessie Brewer. These bills were taken because one of
the 320 bills was given to Mrs. Grace by James Earl Ray in
payment for his rent. : *

Mrs.'Grace stated that she had never received the
$60 which was taken from Mrs. Bessie Brewer by FBI Agents and
she feels that the FBI owes her $60.

It was explained to Mrs. Grace that the three $20
bills, totaling $60, were obtained from Mrs. Bessie Brewer
shortly after the assassination of Dr. King, but thatt$60.
was returned to Mrs. BREWER by Agents of the FBI on April 13,
ig68. ’

Mrs. Grace then demanded that the FBI institute an
investigation directed towards locating Mrs. Bessie Brewer
and obtaining from Mrs. Brewer the $60. Mrs, Grace stated that
inasmuch as Bessie Brewer did not turn in the $60 to Hrs. Grace,
it was the responsibility of the FBI to get her $60. . .

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
.outside your agency.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MRS, J. N. GRACE

]

Pl

It was pointed out to Mrs, Grace that this was
not a matter in which the FBI had investigative Jurisdiction
and that if she believed Mrs. Brewer had taken the $60 which
rightfully belonged to Mrs, Grace, she should then contact
local authorities  and charge Mrs, Brewer with theft or
misappropriation of funds, .
At this point Mrs. Grace became incensed and accused
the FBI of conmpletely disrupting hexr business and the business
of her husband during the period 1968 at the time of the
killing of Martin Luther King. She stated in her opinion
the FBI had botched the investigation, that the FBI conducted
. & kindexgarten-type investigation, that the person who killed
Dr. King was not James Earl Ray and that in herxr opinion, the
FBI owes her $60. ’

In addition, she threatened to write the U, S. Attorney
General and the President of the United States concerning this
natter. .

At this point Mrs. Grace discontinued the conversation,

‘
! »
-

~2*-
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

) P - . N . .
- - . el -
[N / . /
" ' . 6
oW e - - « - .

' X y
£ ' OPTIONAL YOI NO. 10 < 5010106
MAY 1942 EHION e

€34 Zen, 116, 40, 27 : i . < .
UNITED STATES G@VERNMENT | © Aesses D

ot
]

Mr. N. P. Callahan 0o a0aém .

’ % 1 - Mr. J! B. Adams Oop 20 v g e
Mgmoraﬂdum 1 - Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr.AAd;.--”'fi,
. : Cond by e
Mr. W. R. Wannall DAT&E‘Z/ZQ/?G o
;!&1? : .i - Mr. Wi R. Wannall 3;ﬁ2;:;,
¥ - Mr- J Go Deegan Bnspectice o
J. G. Deegane&, ) , 1 - Mc. J. D. Powell etk } é::
» $lon. & Evel. _
"NEWSDAY" ARTICLE ABOUT INVADERS Tre—

AND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1976

Py r : Legol Covte mmun
! % / Toleshone Rrme
;3 Divecror $0<°Y e
& %XV

This is in response to a notation by the Director on a
2/1/76 "Newsday" article which‘alleges that the FBI and the
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department had active informants in a
violence-prone Memphis black youth group, the Invaders, and thereby
were instrumental in instigating a riot, in Memphis 3/28/68. .
Allegedly this riot in turn led Dr. Martin Luther King to return
to Memphis in April, 1968, where he was assassinated. The
Director noted "'What about this group and the reported action?"

In 1967 an umbrella black power group was formed in

" Memphis princi{ally known as the Black Organizing Project (BOP).
- One of its cel ’

s was the Invaders, composed of young blacks.
This group was particularly militant. Its leaders made -
statements to the effect that it would be desirable to burn the
city and loot. On 2/12/68 the Memphis sanitation workexrs began
a strike. A series of demonstrations and rallies were held in
support thereof and this became a black cause. .

A mass.parade and rally was scheduled for 3/28/68 with

\King as the main attraction. The BOP actively urged all black .

students to skip school and participate in the march. BOP leaders
rged the youngsters to use sticks from placards and not to be
afraid of the police. The march developed into a looting rampage
with hundreds of arrests, three youths shot,’ one fatally and .~
dozens of injuxies. King fled the scene when he became aware of
the looting that was occurring at the rear of the march. The
presence of a large number of uncontrolled school age youngsters

was the primary cause of the rioting. ‘ ; -
157-8460 _ ":.,w '
JDP:1eklK , " ; '

(7) . - CONTINUED - OVER

»
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall

Re: '"Newsday" Article About Invaders
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

: Dated February 1, 1976

157-8460 '

>

Memphis had five racial orx extremist informants active
in March, 1968. One became a member of the Invaders shoxtly
after the above violence and he was an associate of the leaders

rior thereto. He was present during the maxrch and he reported
thereon. He did not lead the :violence or participate therein.
Another soitrce was well acquainted with the Invadexs. He was also
resent during the riot, but did not participate in the violence
although he did report om it. Our informants in no way
instigated the violence associated with- the Invaders. -

Ibg~§emphi§*Rglice,Departmentwdid‘have an undercover
officer in the Invaders. He, through the Memphis Police ™
’Q?ﬁﬁftﬁéht,-furnished'informatioﬁlgpﬁpﬁg:§3 . —He“has_ been
publicly disclosed and_he_is no_longer with the Memphis Police

Department. There is no indication in our files that he = ==
—instigated the violence. —
N

ACTION:

For information. This information is being furnished
to the Department.

.
A ‘
-

!
: ?p&u o

~
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{* By Les Payne
@ 1976 Newsday, Inc. N
‘ The FBI continuesto tumup in:
upexplained circumstances surrounding i
thé assassination of Martin Luther |
* 4 Newsday has learned that FBIin-"
formants actively participated in the
. *rioting in Memphis in 1968 which drew
" the Rev. Dr. King back to the city
where be was killed. - : o
. ¥ Several FBI " inforroants and at least
" one undercover agent for the Memphis ",
. police department were among the
most active embers of a young, vio- .
¥ Jence-prone black group which openly -
i opposed King’s peaceful maxch sup- .
porting the city’s sanitation wotkers, - <3

¢~

ugM

g

S BeA A

o cmwea—

According to some witnesses, “the
" 100-member group called the Invaders }
* led the March 28 riots which at o
to discredit King’s efforts,"Folloying
the riot, in which one youth was-killed, !
scores injured and 238 arrested, ‘King
vowed that he would return to prove .
: that he still could lead 2 nonviolent |
' ;demonstration. . R
.~¢¢Dr. King would never have re->
" tuned to Memphis if the violence had -
i not happened,” said the Rev. Jesse
i."Jackson, who was one of King’s aides
“in the Southern Christian Leadership |
+ Conference. “We never intended to ge¥ )
. bogged down in Mexophis.”
~ The Invaders created major disrup-

: “tjons among local blacks supporting 'f
Iéﬁx'é,'?a‘&ording to his aides. They crit-
icized King for his nonviolent ap—"’,
roach and urged local blacks to “burn, ..

. baby, burn.” On April 4, the day Kino.
was killed, the groups.met with him |
.‘and his staff and threatened renewed
¢ yiolence unless they were given $750,~ :

wAIW w
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“They just got louder and louder,”-one *”,
. ajde who was at the meeting rgg&fd._

© «\We told them we didn’t have access 10

+ that kind of money. We bad’to put ;

! " -
_‘w‘them'out, v te e Jm.“.,w,i:e:;&.d

Sinday, Febimarf 1076~ A

King’s Retur

"1 Invaders.”

* 000 to redevelop their community. * =,

- vt ot o
‘4.: wd

T

L O

i
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-

_-® Two sources said FBI agents and N
Memphis policemen admitted that they
had “penetrated” the Invaders withrsers—>

. eral informers. One of the informants .

~ yeportedly planned a large poxtion of

W Police and FBI officials were regulatly -

: provided with detailed information °

_ about the group’s plans, activities and

" of the group’s violent' confrontations.
meetings. “They knew.everything that
went on at Invaders’ meetings,” one

% source said. “It was as if they had a *

stape recorder there.” The undercover
Memphis policeman who joined the In-
vaders was at the scene of the violence
on the day of the riot, several sources
« said. He is reportedly still 2 member of
s tkoMermphis force. :
¥". “Weston [not the real name of the *

+ undercover police agent] was very fo- .

* cal, very active,” said a former leader *

-.of the “Invaders who has talked to the .

L.p’ohceman since he was discovered to <

~be a member of the force, “He had a . |

*,7.62 Russian automatic rifle and he .

. was armed every time we were armed. -

*. He was always suggesting actions that -

:-we should take; I never saw him physi-
cally attack anyone. But he was one of
the most provocative members of the

Mmamata—cr
iw

o S .

) ~_\:‘—. "'1'5€:"1(1?1‘vad_egg,ev'vp_o: wore jackets with,
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.3 t‘hert names printed on the backa. were
. organized in late 1967. The youths
+ Wére led mnainly by college studontsuat
- nearby Memphis State and LeMoyne
{ Colleges. The Invaders denounced the
" nonviolent strategy, but offered protec-
tion for Xing and his staff members.
" “They, like other blacks in the country,
_were naturally frustrated by the slow
. pace of change,” said the Rev. Hoseah
Williams, Atlanta SCLC director: “We -
-usvally put them to work as parade
marshals or security guards. They
#would never have hurt Dr. King. But,
"those who infiltrated our groups, and
we could never identify them, tried to
exploit the youngsters’ frustrations and
neglect and turn them against us” .’
The FBI and Memphis police veri-
ixed recently that they had informants .
among the Invaders in 1968. However, ‘
. Hénry* Lux, who was the assistant po-
vlice chief in Memphis, downplayed the .
',{&group’s role in the March 28 violence;
Robert G. Jensen, who was the ¥BI
‘agent in charge at the time, said, “I
wouldn’t be surprised if we had inform-
l ers in the group. I'm sure-there was ad- -
equate coverage of the Invaders.” i

It is’reliably reported that the bu-.
;xeau and Memphis police shared mtel-
hgence about the Invaders.

In addition to being involvedsxithe
m March 28 violence, the Memphis.
pohce undercover agent was providing

, security for King at the Lorraine Motel
;on the day he was assassinated, accord-
. ing to knowledgeable sources. The offi- '
*cer was ' a- member of the Invaders
? four-man security force that had:
;agreed to provide protection for ng {
’ : while he was in Memphis.
‘There have been z series of dxsclo- q
™ sures recently concerning covert FBY |
< activities against King. This has led to
a’Department of Justice investigation. :
-+ 'The inquiry started after the Senate 1
.‘Intellxgence Committee discovered an =
FBI memorandum, dated March 28,
~ 1969, which detaxled a plan to portray
*ng as a hypocrite for siaying at a
“white-owned motel—the Rivermont
Holiday Inn—where he fled after the’
" violence erupted. The Justice Depart-
ment investigated to see if the memo
«had anything to do with King’s-return
, to the black-owned Lorraine Motel,
: where he was killed. They found no ev-
.idence linking the FEI to a plot to:
. have King return to the Lorraine mo- ' |
' tel. However, Newsday has 152t
that.the Invaders heatedly discussed
King’s stay at the white motel among*
l themselves—some threatening violence.
Jovertheissue. » . ....

et meEeeewedmmmoree b 3 AR

-
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i ™ A source at the J ustg Deparirsiat,
widtNawsday that the FBI memo was
; part of then FBI Director J. Edgar
‘ Hoover’s Counter-Intelligence Program
(Cointelpro) against “Black National-
\ ist-Hate Groups.” The plan, outlined in
\' an FBI Domestic Intell:gence Division
memo, was put into effect March 4, one
‘month before King was ml!ed. It was
designed to “prevent the rise of a ‘mes~
siah’ who could unify . . . the militant -
“black nationalist movement.” An over- .,
all goal of Hoover’s plan was to “dis- .
credit” black leaders and their move-
.ment among both blacks and whites.
The Viclence at Memphis, perhaps
' more than anything else, began to ex-
ode ng S credibility among moderate

"blacks. King and his group were pre-’
panng $o lead & nonviolent *Poor Peo-
arch” on Washington !g:g; that
. month. :After the Memphis xiots some
! national black leaders attacked King
for the violence. On- the day before he -
was killed, NAACP leader Roy Wilk- -
ms attacked Kingina story printed in
¥ the ‘Meraphis Press-Scimitar. Wilkins
' said he doubted that King could keep”
e‘ the Washington march nonviolent: “If |
a maverick of the rear ranks of the
‘march decides to throw a brick through
.‘a’ window, there’s nothmg Dr. King up
*“front can do to stop it.” -

Jensen, who was In charge of the
\FBI in Memphis, said that the “ultis
mate decxsxons {for Cointelpro] ‘were
“ made’ in Washington D.C. and then *
", they caroe to the field office.” He de-

‘med -that his office ever reoexved the
‘1 hotel memo. “I have no recollection of
" a memorandum dated March 28" he
. said..“If it was an intra-office memo X -
wouldn’t have seen it anyway.llt would
have come to us as genera instruc-
* tions.’ ——
7 'The Senate Intelhgenoe Committee *
&, said that it uncovered no ebidence that
M the FBI was implicated in King’s mur-
der or any cover-up. The committee
. c¢hairman, Frank Church {D-Idzho),

un.u.-.m

. : has_reportedly called for a federal spe-

cial prosecutor to investigate the assas-

sination to resolve “many unanswered
questions,” including whether the bu- -
‘reau “vendetta” against King-wvas-re- .
~lated to his murder in Memphis. “

Sortre-ef~XKing’s 'staff members over
.tbe years, have charged that the Invad- ..
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!"eré were responsible for the riots which °

~;§ndirectlyh§e;.d, they say, to King’s death
+ “The violence was definitely respon-
#sible for Martin’s being in Memphis on
+ April 4th,” said Cong. Andrew Young
¢ (D-Ga.). ““The Invaders themselves .
vhave»taken responsibility for the vio-
~lence. Now if the FBI was involved-
with the Invader, then it would bear
.looking into.” , : .
FBI officials deny any involvement
in King’s death, “The FBI did an ex-
cellent job in the investigation,” Jen-
sen said. “There are still a lot of theo-

' ries,.but no new evidence...”

However, former FBI agent Arthur
.Murtagh said that Hoover’s relentless ,
surveillance of King influenced the
way individual agents approached the
_Jourder. For a time Murtagh divected
the bureau’s intelligence unit in Atlan-
£ which tapped the civil xights leader’s
telephones and bugged his rooms. PR

w—ptrenu under Hoover believed that

“King was a foreign Communist agent,”
‘he said. “He was the enemy. In this *
sortt of.atmosphere, the bureau’s inves-
tigating Xing’s murder was like the
l CIA investigating the assassination of
a Russian premier.” - N
+* Murtagh said that some agents were
“acstatic” after King was shot. “When.
King was shot, an agent I knew in At:
-]lanta went on a 30-minute nigh. We

were in the bureauw’s parking lot when
the news came and this fellow kept -
-saying, “They got Zorro [King’s code -
namwel v they got Zorro. They fi-
nally got that sonof abitch! ” * .

w oot [ ..
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This case pertains to the nasnua&natién of Dr.
‘Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled .
guilty to this murder and presently is in local confinement.

~ Attached is a copy of a UEI Wire Service article
gated 2/14/76, which states as follows: : SR

e

official in Memphis, Tennesses, removed a detective
assigned to protect nuxtia.&ﬁt&ur;:inw,hnnat-hoﬁutd

yewsday reported Saturday. o :
" In a copyrighted story in its Sunday edition.
 the Leng Island newspaper said Id Redditt, the eity
detective guarding King, was pulled from his post
and told there was a plot to ki1l him. o oh
\ The Memphis Public Safety Director did not .
replace Bedditt after taking him of £ the assignment,
and allowed the detective to return to work three
days after King was shot te death at the Lorraine
Hotel Hewsday sadd. : : A .
1+ also said Redditt 'had prepared a gontingency
plan to enable the pelice department to apprehend an -
assassin should an attempt be made on Xing's life.’
1after Pedditt was removed from duty, he was told
at a meeting in police headguarters that the U, 8, 7
secret Service had learned of a ‘gontract’ on his life,’
Hewsday said, » \ ARG :
‘pedditt protested, saying he wanted to retura
to his post, but the city's then Publie Safety :
Director, Frank Holloman, iasisted on the officer's
removal, ' the newspaper sald. :
' ‘'Enroute home with his police guard. Redditt
heard over the radie that King had been shot by an -

~ assassin,' the story said.
44-38861 | .
imm bap (9) e COWTINUED - OVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

s

Sy

“garden City, H.Y. (UPZ) ~- The top law enforcement




>

Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HMHURRIN

'hree days later, the round-the-clock guard
watching Redditt was removed and he was allowed
to raturn %o work. The polica department nevey
offered any further explanation of ths 'contract!
on his llfe,' Newsday said.

The story also said Holleoman acknowledged
the xeport.of a threat on Redditt's life, Lut refused
to say who had made the threat. "

'Redditt's assassination contingency plan,
according to smources, called for the entira
four-block area around Xing's lotel to be
sealed off by patrol c¢ars,' the article said;;,

Our £iles at FBIFQ and at ounr Memphis Office

contain no information relative to the Information
contained in this UPI article., ©n 2/17/76, a copy of

this article was hand-carried to the Civil Rights

DPivision (CRD), U. S. NDepartment of Justice, pointing out
we had no prior information yelative to this UPI article,
and that we were conducting no investigation xo the
Anformation in this UPI article unless specifically
requested by the Departwent. o date; no request

has ba2n yeceived from the CRD for any investigation re this
article. as you axe aware, the Department presently has
our investigation of Dr. King under review. Frank Holloman
is a retired Special Agent of ths FBI, .

ACTION:  For informatien.
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2/17/76

Civil Rights Division
3 APTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPRY

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTIER KING, JR.

1 SEE NOTE PAGE THO...

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




L g - N
e
L -

, WOTB.
- dated 2/14/76.

Ed-Redditk. -

by the Department.

Attached is a copy of a’ UPI hlre Serv1ce article .

Our files at FBI- Headquarters,
Washlngton, D..C., and at. our Memphis Office contain no
information reélative to this reported threat aqalnst

_ ‘No further investigation- is being - conductén o , .
~concerning this UPI artlcle unless spe01flcally requested
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’ | 2/13/76
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION . . s

. ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

KXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX  an LHM
' 2/10/76 ‘Cincinnati :

«F HW“&%

2 ) ‘
NOTE: Also enclosed is one copy of an LHM dated 2/4/76
from Cincinnati. \
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2/10/76

AIRTEL

) ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, CINCINNATI {157-1893) (P)
SUBJECT$ MURKIN
Re Cincinnati airtel and LHM to Bureau, 2/4/76.

‘Bnclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an LEM

captioned "JAMES EARL RAY"., Enclosed for Memphis are two copies
of the same LHM. *

Information furnished in the enclosed LHM was obtained
from records at the U, S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit,
Cincinnati, Ohio, by S8C DWIGHT H. VOGEL.

Cincinnati will maintain close contact with the U, S.
Court of Appeals in this matter, ‘

7 2'- Bureau (Enc. 6) '
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2 - Cincinnati

DHV:
o it
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Cincinnati, Ohio
File No. . February 10, 1976

RE: JAMES EARL RAY

On February 9, 1976, Betty Tibbles, Deputy Clexk,
United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati,
Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) that the following additional entry
was recorded on Docket Numbexr 75-1795:

1976

February 3, 1976 Cause argued by James Hiram
Lesar for Appellant, by
william J. Haynes, Jr., for
Appellee and case submitted to

. the court.
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