~“an@zaadum o’ ﬁr@ Gallaahez _;':fjafﬁsiffgwj“L”
'E%?“ﬁ . &{&: S g ..: '-f‘f‘,j';'“ S

Agr‘ahiaotg eaasing’,“e ﬁa¢ag@ %ura 1ar rGOL than a bﬁl‘at af

- «30 saliber ‘size and: ixz@gular A aiaﬂ ax all. of the yorngm wﬁr@

‘brakanp not cut, SJne or mara'g@gﬂgﬁtg of %@mﬁ ﬂoqxﬁ rar S
- be @laminataa ag tﬁﬁ eaxsa~e t&@ ﬂ:mﬂqee o ,

;1&& Eﬂﬁ??@%: ﬁhﬁ EEE Rﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬁ@rm HHE 8o ﬁark 958 ﬁh@ %inﬁawsiil
- EEod waiﬂi aay g suga Yo v fmwaﬁ tra r;flu.‘f_~-n

'F%C?« ﬁxamimatimn mﬁ th@ kaﬁﬁzamm ﬁr@m'waitﬁ %ﬁh ﬂ%@t was ﬁ&raé
" . revealed that the bathreds window was jommed opsn o a
,h&ig&t of about 29, Lt. Je Do Hamby, Bordeids Puoresu,. Jmawhia
11?011@& Department ramoved the windowsill Becsuse the sill
v ke appaaraa ko &aVu 8, t@ﬂ@ﬁ&l?’m&ﬁ& iﬁﬂ@ﬁt&giﬁﬁujh

o ”h% ”Ez iabbrat@rf r@%@rﬁ=a¢ t?ﬁ ﬁxaﬁinati@p ﬁf tha -
.;"W@ﬂﬂ@ﬂﬁill Saked 87117685 ﬁﬁatad that tho Moacd hears o regond .
- 7. dent whieh could have, bany eaused: b?,a light blow from tha o

© muxele of a weapon. The dont contains mlsroscople marks of tre
o kype which u@ul@ N pxeﬁnﬁ&d By €he pide of £he berrel atb the
~ enazle bub insufficiént marks for 1@@n§i§i@&hi¢q HorY - lﬁﬁ?‘
o on the uaaxd ﬁue 0 tha x’gsiaal qaiure af th@ mesﬁ{ﬂﬂ;;

o AL&%G&@X@?Q 'E@ishwr@ ﬁ&&tﬂu t@aﬁ h& haé a@k@m ﬁar tn& rasu tﬁ of any
v T - gpegtrographis &ﬂ&&yﬂia of the bullet mhlsh killed ox..
; ﬁing uﬁﬁ wag told t%@rn-was nmﬁs Enﬁer hlﬁ rﬁtw_saih, Tl @btainﬂﬁ

l.‘ﬁth an aaalyeiﬁ.w

‘.~§ﬁﬁf“ ‘Under FOTA, - ﬁhiab@rw~éiﬁ,reggust nuﬁgrgua' 1Y S
) @ﬁrtaihiwg to this” iﬁvwstigariajf &aﬁiﬂﬁiﬁg th@ r@anltg P
'nff@f &3? ﬁﬁﬁanrazrayhic 3&aiv$9a, Lo R e

- ‘*.’ e Tﬁa BT ﬂaﬁiﬁﬁ nﬁ @gﬁ&ﬁ by‘Aétt@r‘aa&eé ¢/27/?3,,
.f~3aﬁ§ baﬁeﬁ thiz Qesidal on ﬁ%a Eacﬁ “ghat Japes Rarl Ray has an .
. ..-eppeal pending in: t&w Yo §. 68N ﬁirﬁmit'” orh of Bppaals. . xhiﬁ
3 aazial was, xﬁvars &y the “@?atv ﬁttgrney:reneral. 3.;4“;
oo iﬁ h&a l@&ﬁar éa*eﬁ 22 j?ﬁ, aﬁmﬁy &tﬁarﬁﬁy ”en@raz o
v-f'?glﬁr wodified the denials for nasarial by the FAL and eﬁatad,‘_-'
CooTim er*ex. that ... enalyses. vers mads aaly o 'uhf ﬁl@ﬁh51§
ek &:. ima at ﬁhﬁ aimm ef %is @ﬁ-ﬁhy".m‘ L

: . ke er:ar&aug infcxuﬂtian fﬁtgish&& 5, ?Qisbamw FURRT
~“@ﬁmeazn$ng th@ speokrogravhic snslysis. of the bullot cane ﬁr&m

- the letker of tha @&ﬁﬁﬁ? &%*m:aay'ﬁaﬁ@xal ta weisﬁerg anﬁ ﬁ@ﬁ
%,ﬁmgﬂ&swmum e R SUrLRT s

Iﬂ“s ﬁ@ﬂﬁ«‘ i@& £a$@xmati@

- T 7 2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




020 (Rev. 85-74) = g oot T g e
v S . e e ey A

- . ) ) . - . o Comp. Syst.

Ext." Affairs
Files & Fom

. Gen. Inv.
- ' o Ident.
- . 0 e ' ‘ L i Inspection
S ' Intell. :
Laboratory
Legal Coun. ____
o . . Plon. & Eval. __
"-“ S : .o : ' ‘ Spec. Inv. __

t~— D - : ) ' o Training
' o ’ Telephone Rm. ___

- . Director S;\cl'y —_
. - . w ”
l A I
cﬁ’ﬁ({

POy

’I;
-3
foe]
2

- S
¥ UASEINGTON (UPI) == "R PRIVATE i VESTIGATOR ;
) DOCUMENTS UNDER THE TREEDOM OF INTORMATION A {

™
s

AND CONTRADICTER T!

IR ¥4

e 11y S
10
(e R X

ISR L =)
y ZEY

s
ERAL ( )
ASSINATION OF MARTINM LUTHER VI“ JQ.
THZ CIVIL RIGETS LEADER HAS in 1948
- RAY PLEADID GUILTY IN 19359 TO ANT
[ YEARS I PRISON.
: - HOROLD WEISBZAG, WHO SAID K TIGA
b SEVEN VE CHARGED THAT LAY G UNI ]
b THE D ¥ UYSTICE" HID " 4 T
THAT 1=, UNAGSIST "o - 1
yx ) EEDOM CF (I T, WEISEERG SUED THE
JUSTI EPAR AND OBTAIN E KING CAST EVIDENCE.

‘ ©ORT 4 NFUS TNCE TODAY REP. JOHN CONVERS JRa,
D-MICH., WEIZRI AID HE FOU THAT MARKS ON KING'S =
FoC OTFING COULD ROT 3E MATCEET BLE EFFECT OF THE BULLET .70

AT WAS SAID TO HAVE KILLED ¥ RG CHARGED THE FBI XKNEW ;
LT A% N0 MARK OM THT WINDO TR0 ﬁHICt RAY WAS SAID TO HAVEp:
oo FAAT COULY BF MATCEED 10 THE RIFLT o o !
; fsa 2e A 5 THAT HT ASKID TOR ANV SPECTROGRAPHIC ANALYSIS, |
= 1 HGULD HOWHN THE EXACT MAKEUP OF THE SUSPECTED DTATH by
Lo BULLET;  AND LD THERE WAS HONE. UNTEﬁ HIS SUIT HE OB TmIﬁLU SUCH |
b ) AN ANALVSIS 1D, !
. UPI 12 47 AES ~ ,
;; N - ‘; - RTIR :, A S g0 b . .»i‘- .\3.%
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This is thﬁ; caga iﬁvalving the nbrder of
Maxtin Luther Ming, Jr., in Hempbiz, Teonessee, in
dpril, 1968, : ' :

.. Um 12/8/7%, thils Bureau was advised that the .
‘Department was sendiag Sepertmental Attorieys Btephen Horn
and Serome Biederneier to Calgdry, Albexts, Capade, to
interview an inmate at Calgary. C. ¥. Mpdrews, portaining
to captioned matier.. A previous pororandom was. prepared
concerning Andrews dated 13/28/75, Lased upon an articls -
which appeared in "The Washington Peost,” dated 13/28/75.
This srtiecle indicated, in part, that €, H, Rndrews could
furaish periisent isformation pertaining 6 the
assagsinotion of Martin Luther Eing. Jz.

_ On 12/9/75; Deputy Associate Direstor James 3. :
ddanie advised that Hr. Pottinger, Assistant Attorney Ganoral,
Civil Rights vivision, interposed no objaction o having a
Epecial Ageont of this Buresu agcospany Departmental Attornavs
Bozn end Hiedermeder during this dnterview of Andyews.

o 3AC, Denver, Thecdore P. Rosack, weas furnished the

. background data conserning Aadraws and the ifdsptities of the
Cepartoontal attormeys: S3 Resack indivated that - ,

5k Bobert S. Payne, Deaver Divisicn, would be briefed and

would then immedlately depart from Denver via Western Plight
484 o arrlve at Calgary at X1:03 p.=.. this date. .

. thiz information wae furmishes to Section Chief | ‘
Rolonbatowic, Liaison Section, who forwsxrded this information
Ee the Royal Canadian Heusted Folice.

. Hr. rottinger's Office advisscd Supervisor John C.

La¥n that Departmental Attornoys forn and Hiedegmeier hué
been adwiged that 63 Payno wonld sccompany them ang that this
information was alse conveyed £o the warden, Calcary Prison.
| ACTION: lome. For information.

L 9CLihap (8}
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12/9/75

AIRTEL AIR MAIL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886)
FROM: SAC, BUFFALO (44~374) (C)
MURKIN

Re Buffalo nitel dated 11/28/75 relating to
newspaper publicity, etc., at Toronto, Ontario, Canada
concerning efforts to reopen investigation of Dr. KING's
death in the United States. Re nitel reflected that one .
HAROLD KIRK of Toronto was to be interviewed by the
‘Metropolitan Toronto Police Department (MIPD), Toronto
since he reportedly had information ralatinf to a former
cellmate at Mimico Correctional Institute, identified as
CLIFFORD H., ANDREWS, aka R. L. WARREN. As noted in referenced
nitel ANDREWS, according to Toronto newspaper publicity
reportedly could testify as to his participation in the
plot to assassinate Dr. KING. -

On 12/3/75, Staff Sgt . GERALD A. STEVENSON,
Homicide Squad, MIPD, advised he had been responsible
for an investigation in Toronto which led to HAROLD KIRK's
subsequent incarxceration at Mimico and that KIRK, probably
because he remembered STEVENSON's name called the Homicide
Squad at approximately 3:15 p.m. on 11/28/75 at which time
he made reference to the KING newspaper publicity and asked’
to be interviewed. ,

Sgt. STEVENSON advised that he interviewed KIRK
later on that afternoon at Mimico and that he apparently
intended to impress STEVENSON with his importance due to
his former association with CLIFFORD H. ANDREWS,

Bureau {(AM) ‘
- Buffalo
WJCs:cdm

(3)
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STEVENSON characterized KIRK as a prolific check passer

in the past and a "con man", KIRK claimed that he first
met ANDREWS while in the hospital ward at Mimico in

July, 1975 at which time he made various statements, exact
dctails unrecalled, relating to the KING assassination.

Tt was not until KIRK read the newspaper publicity re

~ ANDREWS on 11/28/75 that he felt that there might be

some substance to ANDREWS claim to have some knowledge of
the alleged plot to assassinate Dr. KING.

KIRK recalled that ANDREWS had told him he was in
need of money to return to the United States and that he
had also asked KIRK regarding the location of an individual
in Toronto from whom he might obtain money. KIRK had
no knowledge 1f ANDREWS had been successful in contacting
this person in Toronto following ANDREWS release from Mimico.

Sumaing up the contact with KIRK, Staff Sgt. STEVENSON
was of the opinion that he, KIRK, had nothing positive to
furnish relating to an alleged assassination plot based on
conversations he had with ANDREWS previously.

‘ As previously reported in rsferenced nitel, ANDREWS
tapor‘riad%y was tgl.&oud £§om Mim%g:)on 9/3%:712.3 In this
Toronts, advised 12/9/75 as follows:’ et T

Tha 12/5/75 adition of tha "Toronto Star,” a
Toronto daily newspaper, contained an article capl:ionod
"Cited 1n King Case, Jalled Canadian Says He Knows Nothing,”
and was datel Calgary, Alberta, ' article made
reference to ANDREWS, identifying him as CLIFFORD HOLMES
ANDREWS, formerly of the Sou ton» Port Elgin area of
Ontario, as presently being incaxcarated for a three month
period at the Cal Correctional Instituts, a
convieted of car theft, Bﬁortedly, the institute's warden,
identified as TERENCE DOWNIE, was 3uot.d in the article as
saying ANDREWS told him that he did not know an{ihin.g about
the assassination of Dxy KING and further that did not

wish to be interviewed by anyone concerning it,
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" _ An additional article regarding this matter
weaxed in the 12/6/75 edition of the "Toronto Star,"

erein the warden of Calgary said that ANDREWS actually
was serving only one month in prison there and that it
was expected he would be released around 12/10/75. This
article, along‘with other things, pointed out that prison
records, not further identified, revealed that S was
in jail in Sudbury, Ontario, on the day that Dr. MARTIN
LUTHER KING was assassinated in April, 1968,

No further action being taken, _
Copies of this commmication, as well as
referenced Buffalo nitel, being furnished to Memphis

g{ﬁce of origin) by routing slip for inclusion their
- TN )

3=
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123/9/75
Civil Rights Division i
MURKIN :
CIVIL RIGHTS
ny ( 11/10/75
’ XXXXXXXXXXKKKKXKKK . an LEM
12/2/75 A Cincinnati o <
xF UQL)]@‘_(*
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12/2/75

AIRTEL

TO ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM : SAC, CINCINNATI (157-1893) (P)
. SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re CI airtel and LHM to the Bureau, X1/4/75.

Enclosed for the Bureau are six copies of an
LM captioned "JAMES EARL RAY". Enclosed for Memphis
are two copies of the same LHM,

Information furnished in the enclosed LIM was
cbtained from records at the U. S. Courxt of Appeals,
Sixth Circuit, Cincinnati, Ohio, by SC DWIGHT H.

VOGEL.

Cincinnati will maintain contact with the
U. S. Court of Appeals in this matter.

2 - Bureau (Enc. 6)
2 - Memphis (44-1987) (Enc. 2)
2 - Cincinnati

DHV:xbh
(6)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
;f:,fl'g’-’"" lease Refer to Cincinnati, Ohio
* - December 2, 1975

Re: JAMES EARL RAY

On December 1, 1975, Grace Keller, Chief Deputy
Clerk, United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit,
Cincinnati, Ohio, advised an employee of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, (FBI), that the following
additional entries were recorded on Docket Number

75-1795: ‘
Novembexr 21, 1975 Motion of Appellee for
delayed filing of brief
(Granted)
Novembexr 21, 1975 Eight copies of Brief

for Appellee, with
proof of sexvice

Novembexr 24, 1975 , Eight copies of Appendix

o

This document contains neither
‘reocommendations nor conclusions of the
FBX. It is the property of the FBI
and. is«loaned to your agency: it

and its contents are not to be"
distributed outside your agency.

- 1% -

v
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N
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Routing Slip N
FD-4 (Rev), '12-22.49) 6/1/76

To: {7 Director BU li)ats38861
Att.: Mr., HELTERHOFF FILE ME 44-1987
Room 5131 '
7 “Title MURKIN

[ SAC - !

- . |
[ ASAC !
2] Supv. )
7] Agent ) K
(T SE.
Qe RE:
{cCc : r
) Steno '
3 Clerk T Rotor #:
‘ ACTION DESIRED
] Acknowledge {T10pen Case
[TJAssign . Reassign ____ [ Prepore lead cards
[} Bring file ) Prepare tickler
D Call me {JReturn assignment cord 1
{7} Correct [JRetum tile
{)Deadline [ Search and return .
[ Deadline passed [T}See me !
{T] Delinquent 73 Serial # .. !
[ Discontinve [TJPost ["JRechorge’ [TJReturn
(T Expedite [T Send to {

[ File 3 Submit new charge ovt |
{TJFor information {77 Submit report by !
[Handle ) Type i

Y hnitiol & return
{7 Leads need attention e
T3 Return with explanation or notation as to action taken. )

4
Re Bureau telephone call to Memphis,
6/1/76. ,
© Attached are copies of documents requested
in re telephone call,

|
237A#Z;<i H Hs TRIMBACH

MEMPHIS

S
See reverse side Office

Y% 6P0O:1972472-390/10
. , b
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CONFIDENTI )

NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY o INTERPOL
%o c$ha, NATIONAL CENTRAL BUREA

. 2-Chome, Kasumigaseki ¢ &?ﬁy c‘\\%
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo N T Telegraphic Address:
Japan S\ S0 INTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO”
“J.NCB/27 & /68n

: 10XY0, June 10, 1968,
¥r, Roderick V. Prechtl, Jr,
Legal Attache

B P CORY

Re: Information abtout a ristol /
nLiberty-Chief® No., 715
7

Dear Sir; ‘ ) . Voo

In roply to your telephone reguest made this worning
concerning the captioned matter, we wish to inform you as follows:

1. Destination of this weapon!s shipment:
ihis pistol in question was shipped fron the manufacturing
cozpany given below on August 3, 1668, and was cleared by our
Customs? inspection on August 19, 1966 and vas Joaded on the
EHAVANALMARUM at "SUMA-PORTH in Niyogo Frefecture foir shipoont to:

Nanie of u company ¢ LISLRTY ARMS CORPORATION,
AM P,0. BOX, 306, }{OXTROSH, C! FG}{:{L’\, UsSeds

2. Xtems for your references
The nome of this weapen's ranufacturing company is "EABUSHIKY
KAISHA, HIROXU SEISARKUSHO® (translated im Xnglish : MIRCEU
MYANUFACTURING COMPANY LTD.).
Address: 180, INARI-CHO, KCCRI-CITY, KOCHX PREFECTURE, JAPAN.
Hame of the President: IN0 Chiyoki, *

Trusting the above information is of soze assistauce
to you. :

Yours sincercly,

for HEAD, NCB, JAPAN:

. b meenen
s . P R
v s
A n ' !
£ .
Y \m. v
ot r N « N § . 5 i

A ‘
Y - i
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¢ CONFIDENTIAL

NATIONAL POLICE AGENCY N INTERPOL
“3  NATIONAL CENTRAL'BUREAU

1/,, 2-Chome, Kasumigaseki é-:;“ 5:-)& P '
) ) ’_(J“ P ("'. r,‘ ‘:‘
Ch‘y"da;‘”' Tokro AN i Telegraphic Address:
apan LN I ar . : "
.o & " %es 0 «INTERPOLJAPAN TOKYO
“J-NeB/ 27,5/68" Cae

_ TOXYQ, June 10, 1968.
Mr, Roderick VY, Prechtl, Jr.

Legal Attache

American idbassy

Tokyo
Re: Information about a pistol
nliberty-Chief” No, 715
Dear Sir;

In reply to your tclephone request made this moraing
concerning the capticned matter, we wish to inform you as follows:

1. Destination of this weapon!s shipacnt:
This pistol :in question was shipped .from the manufacturing
company given below on Aurust 3, 1905, and was cleared by our .
Custoas! inspection on August 19, 1966 and was loaded on the
HHAVANA-MARUP at “SUMA-PORT? in Hyogo Prefecture for shipment to:
Name of a company : LIBBLTY ARMS CORPORATICN. “
Address: P.O. BOX, 305, M(NIROSE, CALIFORNIA, U.S.A.
2, Items for yowr reference: )
The name of this weapon's manufacturing conpany is “KABUSHIKI
KAISHA, MIRCKU SEISAKYSHO® (traunslated in English : MIRORU
MANUFACTURING CONPANY ATH. ). '
Address: 180, INARI-CHO, KUCHI-CITY, KOCHI PREFECTURE, -JAPAN.
Name of the President: ilO Chiyoki. -

Trusting the above information is of some assistance
to you.

Yours sincerely,

for HuAb, KCB, JAPAN:

Criainal Rasex
e 1staal 1
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Bepartment of 3Ju§ti9
Washingtou, 3.€. 20530

November 11, 1976
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MEMORANDUM TO HEADS OF OFFICES, BOARDS, DIVISIONS AND Buanﬁéiiii 5

o

s/

From: Michael M. Uhlmann

Assistant Attorney General
Office of Legislative Affairs

Subject: House Select Committee on Assassinations

At the close of the 94th Congress, the House of
Representatives created a Select Committee on Assassinations
to investigate the deaths of John F. Kennedy and Martin
Luther King. Shortly thereafter, this office reached an
agreement with the Committee stipulating that all requests
for access to Department of Justice personnel and files
would be :in writing, directed, over the Chairman's

signature or that of Staff Director Richard Sprague, to the
Office of Legislative Affairs.

————

1976

‘ . Some members of -the Committee staff, however, have
"] on.their own sought to interview Departmental employees who
may have worked on one or another aspect of the Kennedy and
King matters. I would appreciate it if you would advise
your staff of the Department's agreement with the Committee.
Anyone receiving requésts for information from members of the
Committee or its staff. should remind the callers of the terms

of the agreement and ask them to comply with it. I would
also appreciate i i

obtain information oth
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- OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

P NN .
UNITED STATES SPVERNMENT Assot. Dt
¢ . ‘ ‘Dop: AD Adm oo
Memorandum oo
Adm, SorYe e
- Exty AMoirs
To  : Assistant Director DATE: 11/11/76  [inbren—
~ General Investigative Division Wat mememee
- . NS PO CTION
) .- ' OO S
., FROM : Legal Counse%*/ —
C Logal Covmranumn
' Plen, & Evele
SUBJECT: SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE (SCI) o —
“TIQINING esmrneren
PURPOSE : Tolephone R o
————— Director $0c°Y e
Do advise of receipt of a letter from the SCI.
DETAILS:
:} Attached letter dated 10/14/76, from the SCI, requests
# the Attorney General to brief the SCX concerning the progress

regarding the Department's investigation into the Martin Luther
King case.

‘Larry Callaghan, Deputy Assistant Attorney General,

. Office of Legislative Affairs, who furnished this letter to SA
Paul V. Daly of this Division on 11/10/76, advised the Department
# has not decided on a response to this request.
RECOMMENDATION:
;<. 'eos 'For-informatioml- .- u - (Ofg "TS?:}‘E‘(:' ,

e Lozl Coun Pt
o T e Al SelVecsmmems °3 '
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DANIEY, K, ANOUYE, HAWAN, CHAIRMAN
HOWARD M. BAKER, JR., TENN., VICE CHAIRMAN

N .

SIRCH BAYE, N, CLIFFO; CASE, N.J.
ADLAL €, STCVENSON, e, WL, STRO! OND, $.C.
:E.UAM D, MATHAWAY, MAINE MARK FIELD, OmEG. '
”‘;L:;‘*: 'm?m KY. BARRY GOLOWATER, ARIZ, . .

».. DEL. ROBENT Y. STAFFORD, VY. Q’ c { b ’gf { {
:’A”.;ﬂf M:'GM . NCo JAXE GAL?WA?. : n“ e x es ena e

’m ‘m. T ¥
MUKE MANSFIELD, MONT., EX OFFICIO SEL%V'CY COMMITYTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
HUGH SCOTY, PA. EX OFFICIO
SR : (FURSUANT YO §., RES. 400, MTH CONGRESS)
, WILIAM G. MRLER, STAFF DIRECTOR . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
-

October 14, 1976

IN REPLY PLEASE

C R

The Honorable Edward H. Levi

Attorney General :
U.S. Department of Justice NOV 9 1975
Washington, D.C. 20530 _

Dear Mr. Attorney General: . () L“€x

As you know, the Committee has recently received
testimony from o££1c1als of your Department with
respect to.the progress of the investigations of alleged
FBI burglarles. 1 found the session to be extremely
helpful and consistent with our responsibility to oversee
the process by which allegations of improper intelligence
activities are investigated and handled.

In this context, and so that we may fullel the same
responsibilities with respect to the Department's invegti-

,gatlon of lg;gl_;gence_acn;nmtaas in the Martin Luther’

a’staff" o;xefzng with respect to'the” progress "and “current
status of that inquiry as well. i

Your cooperatlon is apprec1ated

) Al ha,

PRTYVRSA 70y J . o SRR P L)
R

." L} '.--r -" ‘
aniel K.
Chairman

I

4 .
) - ' " ) ““Q ]
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..., King.case, .1 _would .appreciate it if you'would arrange for
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11/12/76

To: SAC, WFO : /""‘ '
From: Director, FBI (44-38861) / .
MURKIN - Mr. Helterhoff

Enclosed is a copy of a "Washington Star News"
article dated 10/9/76, reflecting that James Earl Ray has
appealed his conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court.

Washington Field Office promptly determine status
of Ray's appeal reportedly before the U. S. Supreme Court.
Promptly advise results.

Enclosure
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'7R'ay, A ﬁpe‘als
Conviction in

King Murder

* Associated Press
James Earl Ray, convicted killerof ]
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther ’
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court
yesterday to review his case. claiming .
he was “set up to take the rap for a
crime he didn’t commit.”
Rayv’s appeal said he was “framed
by the FBI and local police. and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead
Zuilty, against his will.”
. - James H. Lesar, the Washington at-
L%+, o iy .7 7 . ..ltorney representing Ray, wrote in ask- . .,
ding the court to review Ray's
BT . N ‘conviction: *The charge is that those ', -
= : . ‘sho-did kill Dr. King are still at =~ . <L RPN
- 1arge, protected in part by the unwill-
. ‘Ingness of the courts to face these un-
- pleasant facts.
The petition did not mention an in-
vestigation recently begun by the B
House into the assassinations of King
and President Kennedy.

L ekl e - - -

.
=~ e,

King was killed by a rifle blast as The Washisgton Post
hgiit?:d 9%2 a motel balcony in Mem- Washington Star-News A-2
: ? Ray was arrested in London and Daily News (New York)
« bmu‘fltx‘fl :i%kl tolthgegnited States to The New York Times
y stand tri e plea guilty. Stree
In his petition, Ray, now an inmate = The Wal'l t Joumal
Py serving a life term in the Tennessee . The National Cbserver
state penitentiary, said a thorough re- The Los Angeles Tixes
view of his conviction is needed be-
cause potential conflicts of interest
between two of his attorneys denied
. . ., . him “effective assistance of counsel.” Date 10/ 9/ 76
Ray was represented originally by at- .
- ) torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-
man, 3 &
f - apipanund N
1 Wt tesmee IS
N ’ v o
- cx
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FBI INVESTIGATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
" AND ITS CURRENT STATUS

S

3

-

* SECURITY INVESTIGATION :

In 1962, the FBI initiated a security investigation of
fartin Luther King, Jr., based on information from confidential
sources that he was associating with known members of the
Communist Party.- This investigation continued until April
of 1968 when King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee.

CIVIL RIGHTS ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION

King was shot to death by an assassin's bullet while
standing on a balcony of a motel In Memphis, Tennessee,. on
April 4, 1968. The U. S. Departrent of Justice (USDJ) reguested
the FBI to conduct an immediate civil rights investigation
into a possible violation of Tiktle 18, T. S. Code, Section
241 (possible conspiracy to violate the civil rights of King;
namely, the right to travel interstate). '

The FBI conducted an extensive, exhaustive investigation
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was ‘identified as
the assassin. Our investigative results were furnished.to
the Civil Rights Division, USDJ, and based upon the authority
of the Department, certain pertinent investigative results
were furnished to the appropriate local authorities in the
State of Tennessee. On March 10, 1969, in state court, Memphis,
Tennessee, Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the

murder of King and received a 99-year sentence. Ray ‘is-presently

in local confinement. In October, 1976, Ray appealed his
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court.

" DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW OF KING INVESTIGATION k1
4

In 1975, the U. S. Senate and U. S. House of Representa-
tives Select Committees on Intelligence Activities conducted
inquiries and held public hearings concerning the FBI. ' Following
disclosures made during these hearings, the Attorney General
(AG) directed in November, 1975, the Civil Rights Division
and the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice to
review the files relating to King and make a recommendation
as to whethex the assassination case should be reopened. In

€ .
1
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" April, 1976, the AG announced that, based on this preliminary
review by the Civil Rights Division, his tentative conclusions

were: (1) there was no basis to believe that the FBI
in any way caused the death of King; (2) no evidence

was discovered that the FBI investigation of King's assassination

'was not thorough and honest; and (3) instances were :found
Lndlcatlng the FBI undertook a systematic program of harassment
of King in order to discredit him and harm both him and

the movement he led.

The AG then ordered that the Office of Professional
Responsibility (OPR) of the Department complete this
preliminary review with an examination of all King related
records at FBI Headquarters and in the field. The AG
indicated the review is to answer the following questions:

(1) Was the FBI's investigation of King's assassination
thorough and honest? (2) Is there any evidence -the FBI was
involved in the assassination? (3) Is there any new evidence
which has come to the attention of the Department concexrning the
assassination? (4) Does the relationship between -the Bureau
and King call :for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary

- proceedings, or other appropriate actions?

This OPR review began May 10, 1976, with a review of King
assassination files. OPR has reviewed the assassination
files and is now reviewing security files involving King,
‘the Southexrn Christian Leadership Conference and security
files relating to communist influence in racial matters. The
OPR still has this matter under review.

HbUSE SEBEéT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONé

In September, 1976, the U. S. House of Representatives
created a Select Committee to investigate the assassinations
of President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.

In November, 1976, the Committee requested access to the FBI
files concerning the assassinations of Kennedy and King.

The Department requested recommendations .from the FBI
concerning Committee access, and the Legal Counsel Division
is coordinating a response.

KING ESTATE REQUEST FOR FBI DOCUMENTS

In compliance with instructions of the AG on 7/14/76,
the FBI has furnished to the Department of Justice copies
of voluminous documents in FBI Headquarters files concernlng
King and related matters which had been previously given to
the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities.
These documents are being reviewed by the Department and, on

a staggered basis, being furnished to the attorneys for the ®

Klng estate.

Y e .
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FBI INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. AND ITS CURRENT STATUS:

SYNOPSIS: 1In 1962, the FBI initiated a security investigation

of Martin Luther King, Jr., based on information
from confidential sources that he was associating with
known members of the Communist Party. King was assassinated in
1968 and the FBI conducted an immediate civil rights investigation
and James Earl Ray was identified as the assassin. Ray pled guilty
on 3/10/69 to the murder of King before a State Court in
Tennessee and presently is in local confinement. In
November, 1975, the Attorney General (AG) directed the Civil
Rights Division (CRD) and the Criminal Division of the
Department to review the files relating to King. 3In April, 1976,
the AG ordered the Department's Office of Professional Responsibility
(OPR) to complete the review and the OPR still has this matter under
review. In September, 1976, the U. S. House of Representatives
created a Select Committee to investigate the assassinations of
President Kennedy and King. In November, 1976, the
Committee requested access to FBI files. The Department
requested FBI recommendations re Committee access. The FBI
recommended that in the security investigation of King the same
procedures re access utilized in complying with requests from the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities be utilized.
In the civil rights assassination investigation of King, however,
the FBI observed that any decision relative to Committee access
rests entirely within the province of the Department and the
Department was requested to also consider such items as determining

-+,what authority the Committee has to request access, and what
" effect any such access would have on the local prosecution and

rights of Ray, who has . his case under appeal to the U. S.
Supreme Court. The Department has not advised the FBI of ‘its
final decision relative to Committee access.

DETAILS
SECURITY INVESTIGATION: 1In 1962, the FBI initiated a

- -security investigation of Martin
Luther King, Jr., based on information from confidential

‘'sources that he was associating with known members of the

Communist Party. This investigation continued until
April of 1968 when King was assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee.

CIVIL RIGHTS ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION: King was shot to
‘ . death by an assassin's
bullet while standing on a balcony of a motel in Memphis,

Tennessee, on 4/4/68. The U. S. Department of Justice (USDJ)
requested the FBI to conduct an immediate civil rights

FREPARES FOR "“TRANS(TIeN fATTERY
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investigation i a possible violation of le 18, U. S.
nge, Section 24W(possible conspiracy to viviate the civil
rights of King, namely, the right to travel interstate).

The 'FBI ‘conducted an extensive, exhaustive .investigation
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was identified as the
assassin. Our investigative results were furnished to the
Civil Rights Division, USDJ, and based upon the authority of
the Department, certain pertinent investigative results were
‘furnished to the appropriate local authorities in the State of
Tennessee. On 3/10/69, in state court, Memphis, Tennessee,

Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the murder of King
and received a 99-year sentence. Ray is presently in local
confinement. In October, 1976, Ray appealed his conviction to
the U. S. Supreme Court.

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW OF KING INVESTIGATION: In 1975, the U. S.
Senate and U. S.
House of Representatives Select Committees on Intelligence
Activities conducted inquiries and held public hearings concerning
the FBI. Following disclosures made during these hearings, the
Attorney General (AG) directed in November, 1975, the Civil Rights
Division and the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice to
review the files relating to King and make a recommendation as to
whether the assassination case should be reopened. In April, 1976,
the Attorney General announced that, based on this preliminary
review by the Civil Rights Division, his tentative conclusions were:
(1) there was no basis to believe that the FBI in any way caused
the death of King; (2) no evidence was discovered that the FBI
investigation of XKing's assassination was not thorough and honest
and (3) instances were found indicating the FBI undertook a
systematic program of harassment of King in order to dlscredlt

-~ him.and harm both him and the.movement he 1led.-

The AG then ordered -that the Office of
Professional Responsibility (OPR) of the Department
complete this preliminary review with an examination of all King
related records at FBIHQ and in the field. The Attorney General
indicated the review is to answer the following questions:
(1) Wwas the FBI's investigation of King's assassination
thorough and honest? (2) 1Is there any evidence the FBI was
involved in the assassination? (3) 1Is there any new evidence
which has come to the attention of the Department concerning the
assassination? (4) Does the relationship between the Bureau
and King call for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary
proceedings, or other appropriate actions.

This OPR review began 5/10/76 with a review of King
assassination files. OPR has reviewed the assassination
files and is now reviewing security files involving King,
the Southern Christian Leadership Council (SCLC) and security
files relating to communist influence in racial matters. The
OPR still has this matter under review.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS: In September, 1976,

the U. S. House of
Representatives created a Select Committee to investigate the
assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther
King, Jr. JIn November, 1976, the Committee requested access

to ‘the FBI files concerning the assassinations of Kennedy and
King. The Department,requested~recommendations from the FBI

concerning such access.

The FBI recommended to the Department concerning the

"security investigation of King that the same procedures as to

degree of access to FBI information utilized in complying with
requests from the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence
Activities be utilized in complying with requests from this
House Select Committee, which include deletions or excisions of
material which might disclose informants, sensitive sources or

*

methods and involve obtaining third-agency clearance.

In the civil rights assassination investigation of King,
however, the FBI observed that any decision relative to Committee
access rests entirely within the province of the Department.

In making its decision, the Department was requested to also

consider certain items, such as privacy, confidential nature of
informants, etc., and to also consider the following:

. (1) The Department should determine what authority
the.Committee has to request access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigation of Dr. King. For example, is it
requesting such access for a specific legislative interest?

- -If not,such access by the Committee could be construed by some

”»

" ‘as an effort by a legislative body to act as a “"grand jury"

even though James Earl Ray has already been processed through the
court system;

(2) The Department should determine what effect
any such Committee access to our investigative results in the
civil rights assassination investigation of King (including
the physical evidence, FBI Laboratory and Identification reports,
etc.) would have on the local prosecution of James Earl Ray
and upon the rights of Mr. Ray, who has recently appealed his
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court. If necessary, the
Department should resolve this with the State of Tennessee
authorities and with Mr. Ray's counsel.

The Department has not advised the FBI of its final
decision re Committee access.
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PURPOSE: To respond to Legal Counsel request for General
. Investigative and Intelligence Division comments regarding proce-
dures to be utilized for complying with requests from captioned
. Committee; to recommend same procedures in complying with requests
from the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities be

utilized; and to further :recommend formation of new unit
to handle such requests.

.

DETAILS: Memorandum Legal Counsel to the Associate Director 11/4/76,
above caption, advised of request by the House Select Cormittee on
_ Assassinations to review FBI and Department of Justice files
concerning FBI investigation into the assassinations of President
John F. Kemnedy (JFK) and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK).
Legal Counsel recommended captioned Committee be granted access to
- our files to the same extent the Senate Select Committee on
+  Intelligence Activities was granted and that the General
Investigative Division, in coordination with the Intelligence
~ Division, furnish comments regarding Committee access-to FBI files.
; Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Mr. J. B. Adams, 7/29/75,:
{ ~ captioned "SENSTUDY 1975" advised that the proposed procedures
. _concerning the handling of requests for documents by the Senate
. Select Committee had been approved by the Attorney General and the
Senate Select Committee. A copy of the proposed procedures,

. attached to the 7/29/75 memorandum has been reviewed and the
General Investigative and Intelligence Divisions agree the same
procedures as to the degree of access to FBI inforxrmation should be
utilized when complying with requests from the House Select
Committee on Assassinations. A copy of the 7/29/75 memorandum
with proposed procedures is attached.

At i de ot rove A Satabete o b oy bra o e et AR 1 e

In oxrder to immediately implement proposed procedures
. and to handle the large influx of anticipated requests, the
. 'following is recommended: ,

d , (1) New unit be set up, unit chief to be designated,
comprised of unit chief, 5 agent supervisors and 5 reviewer ¥

. analysts, for expeditious handling of requests from captioned
Committee, which could last as long as two years. Objective

is formation of unit to develop expertise and background in

handling such requests.
Enclosure
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Memorandum to Mr. R. J. Gallagher
Re: House Select Committee
. On Assassinations

- (2) Initial maﬁpﬁwééﬁﬁb be supplieé by General
Investigative and Intelligence Divisions. If necessary,
ﬁddgfional special agent personnel will be assigned to

andle.

w—

. (3) Initial staff to be comprised of Agents who will
have responsibility to become knowledgeable in Lee Harvey Oswald,
JFK and MLK investigations.

(4) New unit to be General Investigative Division
operation assigned to Domestic Security Section and space tc be
allocated on 4th Floor, JEH Building.

RECOMMENDATIONS: (1) Same procedures*utilized in complying with
requests from Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Activities
be utilized in complying with requests from captioned Committee.

oo

* as to degree of access to FBI information

" (2) Approval be granted to immediately implement
recommendations 1 - 4, above, to handle captioned Committee
requests, -

‘2-
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On 7/25/75 at the request of Special Counse for}7 -

~IntéTligence Coordinator Michael Shaheen in the Department, - 1,{!&¥

a meeting was held between representatives of the FBI (SAs A

Paul B! Daly and John Thomas), representatives of the Senate ~
Select Committee (John T. E11iff, Task Force head of the Domestic
Task Force, Mark Gitenstein) and Michael Shaheen of the Department.
At this meeting Mr. Shaheen advised that the proposed procedures
concerning the handlings of requests for documents by the Senate

- Select Committee had been approved by the Attornmey General and in
the Senate Select Committee. (A copy is attached.)

. Shaheen and E11iff indicated the purpose in meeting on
..the 25th along with an anticipated meeting on Monday, 7/28/75, was
to assist the SSC in the planning of a superseding request in
accordance with the newly established procedures concerning
. document requests. Both Shaheen and E11iff expressed concern at
this time that the schedules set forth in the new agreement.was
such that in many instances the Bureau would not be able to
respond in time to meet the deadlines. Additionally, Shaheen
lexpressed concern that the provisions require that the-Attormey ;/
General adjudicate any question as.to the necessity of furnishing ,
a document to the Committee and to make such a decision within Zégﬁw
+ . hours would be very burdensome. ' - VAU

L

. N
Messrs. E11iff and Shaheen were advised by SA Daly that\;
this would be true, pointing out that in many instances files ar
not readily .available because of FOIA requests, needs of the
 Bureau's ongoing investigations and law suits in which it was
necessary to view particular files. It was also pointed out that
many of the requests of the Senate Select Committee necessitate

the review of a number of files and/or numerous volumes of a
particular file all of which are not necessarily available
immediately. Mr. Shaheen advised that it was the Attormey
General's desire that Senate Select Committee requests take
precedence over all other matters including the Freedom of In-
formation. It was pointed out to Mr. Shaheen that our responses
‘4 to Freedom of Inflormation Act are under deadline by law and; if
, ; , .. /‘ﬁ—-—”o—- ’Ii’:‘ ,E"“Q 4“\ K;/’
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Legal Counsel to J. B. Adams Memorandum
RE: SENSTUDY 1975

this were to be the Attorney General's feelings, he should
advise “this Bureau in writing so that we would be in a
position to use ‘this statement of policy should this
question arise during litigation. It was pointed out that
in many areas of possible abuse set forth by the Senate
Select Committee we have pending FOIA requests and/or

. litigation which require the availability of those files

for responses. - .

’ - E11iff indicated that it was the Committee's desire

in their forthcoming superseding request to request material .

that had been previously furnished the-Committee with the undex-
S$tanding that there would be less excisions made in compliance
with the new agreement. He inquired as to whether the Bureau

. could advise.him as to what material previously furnished was
" readily retrievable and could be furnished in accordance with

a new request. He was advised by SAs Daly and Thomas that it was |
not possible at this time to give him a response, however, we would
endeavor to make an analysis of prior requests to obtain this in-
formation and have it available for the meeting Monday, 7/28/75.

A general discussion was had concerning the new agree-
ment especially concerning the type of material which might
properly be excised and third agency problems. It was generally

‘agreed upon that not only the identity of informants be excised
- ' but also information which might~disclose~tHéidentity of infor-

mants might also be properly excised. EL1iff dindicated that the
Committee did not wish to see many items referred to the Attorney
General as is called for by the agreement for his decision and
would rather at least on a preliminary basis where it was a
question of the propriety of the excision that the discussion

{be held with He"or one of his representatives before such a

referral was made. Shaheen also indicated a desire that the

' referrals to the Attorney General be kept to a minimum. Regard-

ing the "Third Agency" problems which are not addressed in the °~ .
agreement there was no final decision arrived at.. Elliff and @ ..0=&%%
Shaheen were under the impression that the clauses referring . R

to foreign intelligence operations or foreignm intelligence
sources would handle this problem. "They were advised that
this was not the case. This was not true since even in
these instances Senators on the Cormittee axre given access
after the Attorney General has made a determination that
material involved "pecularily sensitive foreign intelli-

gence sources or pecularily sensitive ongoing foreign

CONTINUED - OVER

, .. R .
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Legal Counsel to J. B. Adams Memorandum
N, RE: SENSTUDY 1975 '

* }intelligence operaticns.'" It was pointed out that this .
would require that many documents be referred to the
‘JAttorney General for his determination which would be

Acontrary to Messrs. E11liff's and Shaheen's desires. . Coe

1Y

The meeting was held 7/28/75, Messrs. Gitenstein and

"E11iff of the Committee, Michael Shaheen and Steven K. Blackhurst
. of the Department, and SAs Paul ™. Daly, Seymor Phillips and Elmer
- Larson were in attendance. Regarding the "Third Agency" rule
]prob&em, we advised the Department and the Committee that we

would continue to abide by this rule. The Committee presented

a request dated July 28, 1975,. captioned "Superseding Request :
- for FBI Materials." This document -amounted to a recapitulation

of prior requests made by the Committee with a schedule for

. delivery set forth in accordance with the established guidelines
. for the production of documents . An item-by-item analysis of the
' request contained in the document was had and'where necessary
‘modifications concerning scheduled responses was made. It was

obvious the intent of the Committee in making the superseding
Yrequest was to have more documents made available in the Commit~-
Jtee offices and also to have less excisions made on documents

previously furnished the Committee based on prior requests. We
were requested by Shaheen to prepare as soon as possible cor-
" respondence to the Attorney General setting forth instances where
. the deadlines set by the Committee could not be made. This prompted :

the provisions in the guidelines for the production of documents = i
which require the Attorney General to notify the Committee Chair- {
man and Vice Chairman within 24 hours of any expected delay beyond
' 96 hours of the request. . .

&
. oo 1.
{ - RECOMMENDATION: pe g

Action. For information. @5 é}afb C@d

T8
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(1) Thc Donsstic Tack force Lc::mzuvill stbmit perio.ac'*ll’y a list ‘

pertalmn.
of HLRLR copkiie raterials, wpstnéoh Lo the

scuiry beins c-_pn-:‘mcted under

S.R. 21, to \:11§.ch the Co;z.uttce staff wishes access or of which the .

s .. cificity
Commnitlee GuulTia aosivery. A questions as Lo the sccrl %" P renkit

*

'
by (3

of any portion cf such 13zt chall te io-:snt;."}.al by ‘c%:i: Snecial Counuesl.

_and aiscuszad a2t the time of acceptance of the list, between tre DITL

and lChD N3 Snocial Coun, *f;'l - ,

The first sutn J.ist will be d2divared to the Denactment of

Justice witiin U8 rours Of the afoption of this procedure, and will

-~

surnarize &nd supersec: 2ll the prese ntly outstarding poguests; tits

list, ml'.l. e in priovily. ¢rder,”ad 1 £ixed by the Cosnittee, with fixed
deh\'e /‘.c T238 d'-:-: o snseilied. ATle sntorials for which Une foua-
mitt.ce S9) c:s‘:s c‘; Ny ‘o*' accc:'s S?}E.'ll. 'ce' ge ..’v.vera‘z f;o tho Conmitice
or made acceasible dn oo ML of the Hoovor Building not later thon

,..

within .l‘il' ¢§ howrs ot the date specified. Thne Comaittee Chelmmon erd -

Sm—

) -

Vice Chaiyoan sholl bz informed by the A‘Ltcvrcy C-ncral t*:.i.lriz'; 3% hoes
each ‘
of recezpb of #3or roguost, of any delay bs:-,-'o:':ﬂ 13 90 hours, the copaeied
’ ~ L]

Jenzth of tho delay, end the s socific reasons for the delay. P;:r“hl
P

access or dolivery shall be proffersd, by the Bureau of/to any matorials

i

requested, while thh balonce of St sh mabarials are being prepend. A

partial proffer shall ot extend the Time of fudd response sct, forth

herein. :

. Ny q o

\--n, the torn Momestic Tack Yorca Leader (DITL)
\)t(:‘-: ul- ..(':'».-’.‘1‘,

3 und* oot 4o incdelds the/ Chiel Sounscd and the jdnority Covnrdd

of the Senatz Sedect Comdtt cc: wegn . . A
. : PAETINGAN //6 . ’
C2 Sl et \.7 - ‘

® therever vaod oo

-4
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

o




- ~ LR T ——— e e ——

s e .

o R 2

. P N f . -
et W .
.

These procedures chall a'm'lv 10 all mAtters cow..rx.d;by DAY~

" graph 1. In the event of a soecific nrob] e arising thh the

apphcabzl:.ty of these vprocedures 1o any matters :m current litication

or. eny matters in vhich crimingl prosecuticn is pendinx, or any matter

which the Attorhey Gsneral chall soocifically c 2533 m 2 as-extroordinamily

sensitive,” a scecial procsdure shall be wnderteken.®  Such specific

problem axreas shall be jcentified bv the Attorney Generel to the Chairman

.and Vice Chairmen by letter unon consideraticn of ths lists submitted

pursuant to this provisicn. The special procedure to be follcued shall

be pmposcd, c¢zfined, adopted, end fo 3.10' ed after consideration by the

SSC of the stecific problem arca and partinent dnouiyy and discussion at

the staff level. - L -

(2) The following proceduies_ sh .lll epply () where celivery of natecials

. requested might jecpardize F2X sensitive sources or ongoing operaticns,

or (b) whhx\, thz Domestic Tesk Force leader reguests aceess to raterials,

rather than deliver';r to the SSC.

A
(3) The Department will furmish acce ss at the Hoover Building in Room

l!i?l tof those materials requested: o .

(a) only to the merbers of the Com c-‘cée, where it is deteruined
by the Attornsy General that the materials ‘involve paculiarly sensitive
forcign intelligence sources or nccvlierly sensitive onsol ing foreimm

intellircnce operations. ' o

«
. ' «

# No restriction of currently operaticnal arrengements is intended vncer
this provicion. ,

1

%

~ - ' . B 'y
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(b) In all other cases, to the aopmpmately cleaxed staff who

wil): have acoess to all of the matcmals. e Lo

¢

a (c) An eyo,p‘ucn to (a) and (b) abovc is macde for the identities

.. of so-called "live" informants or po..ent:.c.l mfox' .cm:s as defined in the

" FBI Manual of Instruct;on.. as to waich no access will be furnished '

unlcs.., the 1dm’c:.ty of the individual es an informent or potent:.al

jnformant has already been made known "to the Comnittee, jointly agree

o on the limited disclosure of such identities to the Chairman and Vice
Gaimen. Tt i ool

. ez ar e, & =

(d) As to other $nformition vhich would identify persons, as

- .

.
..oarc:s, tho have ')’0\’.‘.(?3(1 e continve to nrovide infon ztion to the

as

"’FBI, arxd as to vhose :.cwrn'*v the FBI h:" mdarteken & dblis\:ation of

- . B - ”~
c'\')n Qontialiiv, the Coruittez énd ats otas £ ¢h21) precexve the
- . -

oonf:.den‘cialitv /md shall moke no usetuvhich would irpair th° confi-
. P \ .

denziality of this class of infornztion to which acezss has been

n

{ . given, unicss the ddentity oF +th2 individual ac a sou‘:'ce has alyeadyv

been made knewn to the Conmittes, O unless qun informaticn <orears

- in *aterials vhiich have boen screened bv the FBI as provided in °

. parwmoh 6 bulow. . '

s

.
.+ -
.

& Iyarples of prchibited use are:

(1) intervicws of the cource, as source ; oo

(2) interviews or imjuiries that would disclose the fact that the
idontity of a conriduntial sowce was nude kntun 1o thﬂ staff.
(3) public disclosurc. . Co :
i .
'. ' .
e T e PR T U T W YT CWHETE . g, o e ATy
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(1{) Those matemals ‘to vhich tbc staff has accecs may be revicwed .
~and s‘cud.lcd in Poom 4171 of th\. Hoover Building .and such notes may )

be-taken as deecned apprepriate by thc, Staff.
—-(5) The Coc: xittee staff shall seledc from these materials to which
.access is herein provided, those ratericls which it deems pertinent
to the Cormittee's inquiries and necessary for delivery to the

Committee's offices. ' .

W+
- e S R I R e 1 JRL X -. - -
e
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(6) The Burcau shall make copies of such raterials a:z-f'am specificd

) by the staff undar the provisions of (§) above for transfer to the

IzY

*  Conmittee's of"f*iccs ‘

« (&) before the copies of such itaterials are taken to the
»
. Committee's offices, the Burcau shall, within 24 hours of the

selection, make apprepriate excisicns and ‘paraphrases of infor- , :

. | ‘c 3 . - . - ™ . e, . :

—="mation vhich might, if inadvertently disclesed, endanger sensitive :
. or sensitive - . : ;

«, FBI sources ané/ougoing cperations. ' g

(b) If the Task Force leader has any objecticns to the excisicns

or parephroses, the matcerdals in issue will be forthuith conveyed by

the Bureau, with a written statement of its grounds for its position,

el
e
v

to the Special Cownsel who shall resolve the matter by negotiaticon

within 2u4 hours.
(c) In th2 evant the iatter is not resolved within 24 hours, the
" ‘Special Councel shall subiit the matter forthzith to the Attorney

’ ~ General who shall notify the Chaixmon fortlhrith and arrvenge for an

appropriate dicpesitien. ¢ Tt

.
- . .
- -

. (7) The Cormittea staff may remove to the office of SSC for apprepriate

use, any notes which they may make upon revicr of materdal screensd b

the FBI, as provicdad in (6) ctove, without such notes being revicwed

.. by the Burcau. Ine Comaittee steff may remove notes on ungereencd
materials only if such notes are revicwed and cleared by the Bureau

uwnder the provizicns of (8) (&) thra (¢) above, ,

rd
» - . -t

1 ' t

.
aan s o . . - ‘

i 2k 70t AU U v ) o4 ST RTTET 11 gt v g—— e e --«'mrw---m..m..-... -
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' - original materials to which the

. extensively a5 necassary, in the Hoover Building

during ndnnal

(8) The staff and the imzrbers of the Committec may cxamine the

¥&I buzinsss howrss

oa®
»
- e

staff has been given access as

w7,

o

4
¢ oL

-
/208

meble notice, spoclal

‘h ot

UnCN reas

' .

arrengerants i3y be made for access at other tinmes. .

- . s

» , .
»

P *

-

-
-~

3 3

ash muans

. (9) These procedures are adepted subiect to satisfactorw exnard

in inplerentation.

If ofter a fair tolal the vrocedwres herein &0

not operate cuitably in the

view of ¢ither the SSC or the &trtormat

e awrm b

+hn

L ; © General, the nrocedures niv be wiilaterally sot esids

D)

by either the

« 8SC or'thz Attomey Ceners

) and oth:ior aunroprdate and suwilsble

. =« 'methods of procedure wncartaken. . ‘ .

» we R

- . .

Ty} »

. . .
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Mr. Gallagher 11/8/76
- Mr. Gallagher

J. S. Peelman - Mr. Ingram
‘ - Mr. Peelman

. - Mr. Helterhoff

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE - Mr. Cooke

ON ASSASSINATIONS - Mr. Burton
T < Mr. Deegan

PURPOSE: - To furnish comments by the Civil Rights Section,

General Investigative Division (GID), as to Committee
access to the Civil Rights investigation into the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Bufile 44-38861).

SYNOPSIS: House Select Committee on Assassinations has
requested access to FBI files and Department of
Justice files concerning the assassinations of President
John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (copy of
Cormittee letter attached). Legal Counsel Division has
requested corments from GID re' Committee access. (Copy of
Legal Counsel memorandum attached.) Dr. King was assassinated
on.4/4/68 and the FBI conducted an.immediate Civil Rights
investigation per the request of the Department. Our
investigative results were furnished to the Department and
based upon the authority from the Department, certain pertinent

= " jnvestigative-results were furnished to'the State of Tennessee

authorities. James Earl Ray pled guilty on 3/10/69 to the
murder of Dr. King before a state court in Tennessee and
presently is in local confinement. In November, 1975, the
Attorney General directed Assistant Attorneys General Pottinger
and .Thornburg to review the files relating to Martin Luther
King and make a recormendation as to whethexr the assassination
case should be reopened. In April, 1976, the Attorney General
requested the Department®s Office of Professional Responsibility
(OPR) to 'complete the review of all records re Dr. King. .

The Department's OPR still has this King matter under review.
Any decision relative to Committee access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigation of Dr. King rests within the
province of the Department. The Department should also be
advised that in making its decision it should also consider:

enclosnres (3) . o P

HNH:bam (8) Ce
44-38§Gl ) ' CONTINUED - OVER

. - . . i P .-
A4 4A Lo * ¥ L. et - . =,
. 4 B - 4 .
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(1) What-authority the Committee "has to request access;

(2) What effect access would have on the local prosecution
and the rights of Ray who has his case under appeal to the

'U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post" article re his

appeal attached); (3) What effect Committee access would

have on privacy of those individuals who furnished information
in a criminal case; (4) If Department grants access, it should
oppose disclosing identity of informants or persons who
furnished :information on a confidential basis and (5) What
action it intends to take to obtain third-agency clearance
including foreign Governments; (6) The decision to .furnish an
itemization of material turned over to another agency remains
within the province of the Department; (7) The FBI has not
prepared any summary.of the King assassination investigative
results other than that contained on the summary (synopsis)
Ea}?s¢3£"F§°h report and & reports containing a prosecutive

s Xy; ( ) The Civil Rights Section recommends no meeting
with staff members until Department makes its decision.
RECOMMENDATION: That these comments of the Civil Rights

Section be furnished to the Criminal Section of
the GID (attention Mr. Len S. Burton), which section is

2w f door@inating the ‘overall GID.response to this.matter.

'DETAILS: The House Select Committee on Assassinations has
' i requested access to FBI files and Department of
Justice files concerning the assassinations of President John F.
¥Xennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Committee letter

4 attached). The Legal Counsel Division has requested
comments of the GID as to the Committee's access to these
files. (copy of Legal Counsel memorandum attached) .
The Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King is
located in Bufile 44-38861.

]
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Memorandum to Mr. ‘Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

[

] A D;.»King was shot to death by an assassin's bullet
while standing on a balcony of a motel in Memphis, Tennessee,
on 4/4/68. The U. S. Department of Justice requested the
FBI to conduct an immediate Civil Rights investigation into

_this assassination which was confirmed in writing by a letter
from Stephen J. Pollak, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights

pivision, to the Director of the FBI, which requested a -full
investigation into ‘a possible violation of Title 18, U. S.

nge, Section 241, (possible conspiracy to violate the Civil
Rights of Dr. King, namely, the right to travel interstate.)

The FBI conducted an extensive, exhaustive investigation
into this assassination and James Earl Ray was identified as the
assassin. Our investigative results were furnished to the
Civil Rights Division; U. S. Department of Justice, and based
upon the authority of the Department, certain pertinent,investigative
results were furnished to the appropriate local authorities in

‘the State of Tennessee. On 3/10/69, in state court, Menmphis,

Tennessee, Ray entered a plea of guilty to charges of the

murder of King and received a 99-year sentence. Ray is presently

in local confinement.

By letter dated 12/4/75, the Attorney’General of the

..iUnited-States advised that on .11/24/75, he directed Assistant-

Attorneys General J. Stanléy Pottinger and -Richard L. Thornburg .
to review the files relating to Martin Luther King at once in
the light of recent testimony, and make a recommendation as to
whether the assassination case should be reopened. The
Department had complete access to the Civil Rights assassination

investigative file during its review.

. . On 4/29/76, the Attorney General of the United States
-jssued the following news release: e -

: "I have directed the Office of Professional Responsibility,
headed by Michael Shaheen, to complete a review of all recoxds

in the Department of Justice concerning the Reverend Dr.

Martin Luther King, .Jr. The Civil Rights pivision, under the
personal direction of Assistant Attorney General J. Stanley
Pottinger, completed on April 9 a five-month preliminary,review

& -~ w8 [ T P L L T v, - PREPN
. L ;w‘__.wmcjl.:m‘w St 2w orun LR SR T B P Ta L © e
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
“RE: ° HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

of files at FBI headquarters. As a result of this
preliminary review, the Civil Rights Division has
recommended -that the review be carried forward to completion
with an additional examination of records at FBI
headquarters and field offices. It is believed that more
than 200,000 documents may be involved.

On the basis of this preliminary review, Assistant
Attorney General Pottinger stated that his tentative
conclusions were (1) there was no basis to believe that
‘the FBI in any way caused the death of Dr. King, (2) no
evidence was discovered that the FBI investigation of
the assassination of Dr. King was not thorough and honest,
and (3) instances were found indicating that the FBI under-
‘took a systematic program of harassment of Dr. King in
order to discredit him and harm both him and the movement
‘he led.

In ordering on April 26 the complete review by
Mr. Shaheen, I directed that the investigation be completed
forthwith and that answers to four specific questions be
furnished -to me-and FBI Director Clarance M. Kelley on.the.
basis 'of ‘the review of all documents:

~-- Whether the FBI investigation of Dr. King's
-assassination was thorough and honest;
. -=- Whether there is any evidence ‘that the FBI was
involved in the assassination of Dr. King;
-- Whether, in light of the first two matters, there
is any new evidence which has come to the attention of the

" Department concerning the assassination of Dr. King;

-- Whether the nature of the relationship between the
Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal prosecutions, disciplinary

*proceedings, or other appropriate action.

Mr. Pottinger pointed out that the Civil Rights
Division has been continuously investigating allegations
concerning the assassination of Dr. King as these allegations
come to the attention of the Department.”

M g ..' N Iy E ' '
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Memorandumt to ﬁr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

=

The Department's OPR still has this matter under
review and has had complete access to the Civil Rights
assassination investigative files both at FBIHQ and in all
of our field offices.

The decision as to what access, if any, the Committee
has to the FBI file on the Civil Rights assassination of
Dr. King, therefore, rests entirely within the province of the
Department of Justice. The Department should also be advised that in
making its decision relative to Committee access, it should also
consider the following:

(1) The Department should determine what authority
the Committee has to request access to the Civil Rights assassination
investigation of Dr. King. For example, is it requesting such
access for a specific legislative interest? If not, such access
by the Committee could be construed by some as an effort by
a legislative body to act as a "grand jury" even though James
Barl Ray has already been processed through -the court system;

(2) The Department should determine what effect
any such Committee access to our investigative results in the
Civil Rights assassination investigation of Dr. King (including
the physical evidence, FBI Laboratory and Identification reports,
etc.) would have on the local prosecution of James Earl Ray
and upon the rights of Mr. Ray, who has recently appealed his
conviction to the U. S. Supreme Court. ("Washington Post"
article re appeal attached). If£ necessary, the Department
should resolve this with the State of Tennessee authorities
and with Mr. Ray's counsel;

(3) The Department should determine what effect
any such access would have on the privacy of those individuals
who furnished information to the FBI in a criminal case the
FBI was investigating (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 241);

]
" (4) If the Department grants access to the Committee,
it should oppose disclosing the identity of any informants
or persons who furnished information on an expressed confidential
basis;

L N e sF S ALMOTERSLAT T NS = R . T T T
L PR S SRRSO TN G & yir. STV SR SIS LY S R AT T
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\f?summary-répdrt were also previously prepared.. Thexe ;is, of course, .
extensive public source information available concerning this

i

Y

A ramantn

Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

(5) 1If the Department grants Committee access,
the Department should advise what action it intends ‘to take
to obtain third-agency clearance including obtaining authority
from ‘those foreign Governments which furnished investigative

results, such as Canada (where Mr. Ray stayed and

obtained a passport) and London (where Mr. Ray was
captured) ;

(6) The decision to furnish an itemization of
any material which has been turned over to anylother:individual
or agency remains within the province of the Department. For

instance, certain material was turned over to the State of

Tennessee authorities based upon the authority of the
Department and the Department would have to make a decision
as to whether this itemization could be made available to the
Committee. Other material from our files has also been made

available pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act;

(7) The FBI has not prepared any summary of the Civil
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King. Neither
the Civil Rights Division nor the OPR requested such a summary
during its review. Each investigative report contains a summary ‘
(synopgis) page and a prosecutive summrary report and a non-prosecutive

natter; ReSECHTIVE SUNMARY RET 41ofsg 44 = 39861 - 9497 SeC. G/
roy Y o gfefet Yoosyy3 SEC S5

i (8) Inasmuch as any Committee access to the Civil
Rights investigation of the assassination of Dr. King remains
within the province of the Departnment, the Civil Rights Section.
of the GID recommends that no neeting be held re the Civil Rights
investigation with staff members of the Committee until the Department
makes its decision in this matter.

These comments of the Civil Rights Section of the
GID are in no way intended to be obstructive but it is felt
the Department must resolve these issues before it can make a
determination as to whether or not it will grant Committee
access to the Civil Rights investigative file on the .
assassination of Dr. King.

6 S e R S S R e e
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?R'ay Ap‘peﬁ yeuls
Conviction in

King Murder

: James Earl Ray, convicted Killer of
- civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court
yesterday to review his case, claiming
he was “set up to take the rap for a

crime he dide’t commit.”

Ray's appeal said he was “framed
by the FBI and local police, and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead

™ . - guilty against his will.”

‘ James H. Lesar, the Washington at-
torney representing Ray, wrote in ask:
iing the court to review Ray’s.
sonviction: “The charge is that those |

‘xho did Xill Dr. King are still at .

. +5., Jarge. protected in part by the unwill-

-"«7Ingness of the courts to face these un- L P e e T o
pleasant facts. . PR mam BT, T e m

. The petition did not mention an in-
wvestigation recently begun by the
. ... House intd the assassinations of King

Lot and President Kennedy.

+ » King was killed by a rifle blast as The Washington Post
. ! . L R ggisstgno‘i 9%2. a motel balcony in Mem- . Washington Star-News A-2
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