. £
e m wveewm w e o o —— e o -

Ay a s o ariN WA

. .= .
. R
.
-~

The Associate Director ‘ '11/4/76
Legal Counsel
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

PURPOSE :

To advise of receipt of a letter addressed to the
Attorney General dated 11/2/76 (copy attached), from Chaimman
of captioned Committee, for review of FBI files and Department
of Justice files concerning the assassinations of President
John FP. Kennedy (JFK) and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (MLK).

DETAILS: oL e ':'-".‘

Chairman Thomas Downing by letter dated 11/2/76,
addressed to the Attorney General, requested, inter alia, access
to FBI and Department of Justice files concerning the FBI's in-
vestigation into the assassinations of JFK and MLK. Additionally,

“they asked for an itemization of all such nmaterial in the pos-
session of either the Department or the FBI that may hdve been
trangsferred to another indzvidual or agency qndup summary of
both investigations. .

A

1.

As to their access to FBI files, it is belleved tbey
should be granted access to the same extent that the Senate
Select Committee on Intelligence Activities was granted. This
position is consistent with what we understand has been in
Departnental discussions with the Committee concerning this

 matter. Such access would include deletions'or excisions of
material which might disclose informants, gen81tive sources or
methods and involve obtaining third-agency "clearance.

[ g3 . (3

As to the portions of the request including an

.itemization of the material in the FBI's possession, it is
believed that this particular topic should be discussed with
representatives of the Ccmmittee so that an* understanding as to
the needs of the Committee and the ability of the Bureau to
comply can be met. ree . -

1]
f

3.

Enclosure P \
(-~ Mr. Gallagher - Enc. . ‘%i«pﬁig"'” g8

1 - Mr. Leavitt - Enc. CEMLLy ﬂ~;
1 -Mr. Mintz - Enc. ST RECOMMENDATIONS - OVER

2 - Mx. Daly - Enc. . ‘h ;
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Legal Counsel to the Associate Director
RE: HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

«

RECOMMENDATIONS :

(1) That the General Investigative Division in
coordination with the Intelligence Division furnish their
corments as to Committee access to FBI files.

(2) That the Office of Congressional Affairs in
coordination with the General Investigative and Intellicence
Divisions furnish a response to the Department concerning access
to the files requested including a recommendation for a rneeting
with staff rembers to clear up questions they might have.

-

(3) That the Intelligence and General Investigative
Divisions designate a supervisor to be a contact point for
responses to Ccmmittee requests and advise Office of Congressional
Affairs, Legal Counsel Division.
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: ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
{ Legislative Affairs
H o
i . A\
November 3, 1976
! .
1 “
{
i .
To: Paul Daly
i From: Mike Uhlmann
5 k3
: . Please send your recommendation
regarding President Kennedy's files to my
attention.
: am T
.‘om.:
\%*‘e'
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LOa3 s1¢%r %, 0O STEWARY B. MCRIANTY, CIVN, «
Tt S, cavr, | RN - ,
¢, Somomaa s oo corm. ‘ Seleet Committee oz.s'assumtwns
S ARG RO, TLRN, .
s —_— U.S. Pouse of Wepresentatives
(202) 225-4624
a7 o <7 333 HOUSC OFFICE BUILDING, ANNEX 2 ~

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

F{E:(:EEI\!{;{) November 2, 1976 %%

. ',1 2
NOY 3475 _ , - .
S 3 B
P
: i "t - A\ ! :‘: -« :“l
Honorable Edward Levy,:.. -, A} >
Attorney General of the United States R 5
Department of Justice - , ) . . ARLIYT ]

Washington, D. C. : ’

.

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

¥

¢

The House Select Committee on Assassinations is interested

in examining all the material relating to the assassinations of

President John F. Kennedy and Or. Martin Luther King, Jr., which
is in the possession or control of the Department of Justice and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. .

The Committee is also interested in obtaining an itemization
of all such material that has been in the possession of either the

_ Department of Justice or the Federal Bureau of Investigation but
which has been turned over to any other individual or agency.

We are most interested in immediately obtaining a summary
report of the jivestigations of -both assassinations which nas been
prepared by either the Department of Justice or ‘the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. ) . :

T wild appreciate it if you will advise me of the most expeditious
manner for the staff of my Committee to gain access to those files.

I shall look forward to hearing from you. With kindest regards,

1 am 4 ) : _ o

. Sincerely,

B\

Thomas N. Downin = 1 e ae
Chafraan WFICE OF LEGMLATIVE AFFAIRS

¥ED, BU. GF ¥V, |
TND/ca , DEPARTHENT U\JUSTICE] & |
ot ' ' A
- c oo 1 nov 3 e 4
T TN I TR T N FEPR PORREL L R
. RO - “} 0.ROM. T 1D
; OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
| , FED. BU. 05 INV.
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The Ags‘ociate’Director ) )

22/76
N

Legal Counsel

The purpose onbis menorandum is to advise of
the passage of H.Res.1540 establishing a select committee
to investigate and study the eircumstances surrounding the
deaths of John F. Kennedy and lfartin Luther King, Jr.

DETAILS:

Attached hereto is a copy of H,Res.1540. On
Septerber 15, 1976, the House Rules Committee repoxted out
H.Res.1540 creating a select committee to conduct an .
investigation and study of circumstances surrounding the
death of John F, Kennedy and the death of Martin Luther
King, Jr., and of any others the select cormittee lghal]j‘,
determine. ! 7

On Septewber 17, 1976, this mattex came up on
the House calendar for debate. This resolution creates a .
committee of twelve members of the House of Represeritatives
to be appointed by the Speaker and is authorized,and directed
to conduct a full and complete investigation®into ‘the deaths
of John F. Kemnedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.,"and of any
others the select committee shall determine. This committee
is funded in the amount of $250,000 to be used for organi-
zational purposes and setting up of its staff and has been
directed to report as soon as practicable during the present
Congress the results of its investigation and study. This
resolution was passed by vote of 280 to 65, with 84 members
not voting.

Enclosure : ‘ .

- Mx. A {enc.)

&/~ Ux, Ca er (enc.) v
- Mr, Leayitt (enc.)

1 « Mr. Fehl/ (enc.)

1 - Mr. Mintz (enc.) ‘

3 - Mr, Daly (enc.)

1 « Mr, Coulson (enc.)

DOC:3sx (10)

-CONTINUEb ~ OVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




..--‘- ’ .
- . 4 .

Legal Counsel to the Associate Director llenc -
RE: E.RES.1540

There is o wmention in tﬁe regsolution tﬁa; the .
Committes plans to weview FRI documents regaxding the
assessinations of John ¥, ﬂegneﬂy'and Martin Luther Hing, Jr.

REGOIRERDATION :

The Office of Congressional Affairs, lLepsl Counsel
Division, will follow thé sctivities of this Comnittee in
the event that the Coomittee docides to raview the investi-
ration conducted into these two assassinstions by the FBI.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. 12" " “For the purpose of .carrying out. thxs ‘resoluition the seléét

¢ -

' ) - .

'Nh ‘Jf_l! r‘:‘lfﬂi’fﬂa..‘ 'iﬂ‘)'!’vlg? ‘}'ﬁ?i;!l‘z!wuh‘.f 'I:I*‘; ey ,'g‘n?!?;||!;1(;~p T

s sie ob Fesiotine - xol Honse Calendar No. 468

941t CONGRBSS d f*- b ] O
2p SEssION H RE§ 1 540 o

10 !“gi"')lz' ﬂ‘ﬂ“”)- . ' T PR R .Hl‘g’;; bt %‘
[Report No. 94—1566]

T I e T R T N I A R T T S A T ST Y1 | T PR PO Y B

=t o) b eginnd dovs el al Do hy sl ooy
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESDVTATWES
,‘U,Uo! “" WDy Fora oo e LT i i“‘ T t'.' S ’5[\ T

SEPTEMBER 14, 1076

Mr. GoxzaLez (for Iumso.lf, Mr. DowNING of - Virginia, and Mr. FauNtrOY)

. submitted the following rcsolutxon' which was referred to the Committee

ition Rules " v or iy AU TR AN UL )-um! TS IO
Sr.mmmm 15 1976

yu1ii! ‘Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed Sonr

Cal o nestodl gl ol e - —— i ’lm, ST 8 1

i OGP RESOLETE@N o €

P N Tt Pk i t cacs RN ) DTS LS v
i R ".’Res,olccd, That there i hercby créated ‘a ‘$éléct ‘cormit-

"2 ‘?'t'eé‘te'“be'EQmpose'd of twelve Members of the House of Rep-
'3 "resentatives o e appoixité’il Iy the Speaker; one of whom
4" he' shall 'design‘ate' as’chairmian.” Any ‘vacancy: $¢euffing i
~"the ‘membership of the select committee shall be filled in the
"$' ‘same 'manncr in ‘which the original ippointinent ‘was inade.
= TH TR seléet commiitteo is'authorized and dirccted to cdit-
“8" duct a full and c&;mp}ete investigation and study of the cif-

HYPAE SRR S S . e ! Ly by b '
"9" cumstances ‘surrounding the death of John F. Kennedy and

10 ‘the death of Martin Luther King; J uufor, end’of'any others

s mearing ol g

11 ' the select commlttee shall determine, -

. .
cprrod iy il srahe ond Dot - eseagan ezt millo G

g

- 'l .
/l, ’

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2 ' -
1 commitice, or any subcommittec thereof authorized by the
* . TR T . . . .
;fé;":select‘ comnittee; to hold hearings, is authorized to sit and

3 act during the present COI]“I'CSb at such times and phces

!Inr

4 within the Umted Statcs, mcIudm« any Commonwealth or’

¥ aw.rlgl

5 possession thereof whethcr the House is in session, has re-

6 cessed, or has adjoumcd “to hold such hearin«s and to re-

,‘y;rr\{’{‘rrkll; AR T t‘gj‘; IR ~5]

7 quire, by subpexié or other\vxse, the attendance and testimony

.8 - of such witnesses and the productlon of such books, records,

¢ ' ' '
I T e I TR B B T I : s !

9 correspondence, memorandums papers, and documents as it
10 deems necessary; e\cept that nexther the select committce
11 nor any subcommittce thereof may sxt while the House is

12 meeting under the five-minute rule unless special leave to sit

13, shall have been obtained from the Ilouse. The chairman of

14 ¢ the select committce may establish such subcomunittees of the
15 -sclect committee as he cgnsiders appropriate. A majority of
16 the members of the select committee shall constitute a quorum
37 for the transaction of business, except that the select com-
18 mittee may designate a lesser number as .a quorum for the
19, . purpose of taking testimony. The select committee may em-
20 ploy an}l fix the compensation of such clerks, experts, con-
21, sultants, technicians, attorneys, investigators, and clerical and
22 stenographic assistants as it considers necessary to carry out

23 the purposes of this resolution, The select committee may re-

b ra® - * -
. 24 . imburse the members of its staff for travel, subsistence, and

25 other necessary expenses incurred by them in the perform-
e
”’l
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ance of the duties vested in the select committee, other than
expenses in connection with meetings of the sclect commit-
tee or any subcommittee thereof held in the District of
Columbia. Subpenas may be issued under the signature of

the chairman of the select committee or any member of the

select committee designated by him, and may be served by -

any person designated by such chairman or member.
The select committee shall report to the House as soon
as pmctlcablc during the present Cono're% the results of its
mvcstwatxon and study, t owether with such recommendations
as it deems advisable. Any such report \Vhl(?h is made when

N

t}_le ‘II#ouse is not in sessxo;}_, sha]l be ﬁlgd with the Clerk of
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House Calendar No. 468

‘H. RES. 1540

Mrir CONGRESS

o = 1= X 2p SESSION

= - = T [Report No. 94-1566]

- - ~"

- = i .
< & v = RESOLUTION

= = Crcatnw a select commitfed to conduct an in-
- = "] 2 vestigation and study of the circumstances
ST S surroundmg the death of John F. Kennedy
= - % and the death of Martin Luther King, Jun-
. .X < = ior,and of any others the select committeo
X I~ SN - .
= & == 'z shalldetermine.

S .

o o= By Mr. GoNzavrez, Mr. DowxixNe of Virginia,

T 0z i = and Mr. FauNtroY

S e T T -
wmeE - e > SeereMBER 14,1076

S = Z I ~- Referred to the Committee on Rules

- s =z - r SzerempER 15, 1976 :

. — = -Raeferred to the Xouse Calendar and ordered to be
= = - : “=  printed
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. o 1 - Mr. J!'g. De é ; '
i » ; S U Ao Mr. J. S, 6Z%9ig:n
S . ’ : ROUTINE

CLEAR _ ”ELETYPE
o - 1 - Mr. P. V. Daly
FM DIRECTOR - - . : S ' _ . 9/27/76
'_f TOYMEMPHIS - : ,L" 4 - 1 = Mr. J. D. Maurice

BT

_GLEAR .J |
'HOUSE " SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS. (DR. MA TIN LUTHER -

- KING, JR.) | , e
, ~ . | % pﬁﬁs@f
REURTEL 9/22/75 - ABOVE CAPTION. - PE g

NO CONTACT HAS AS YET BEEN MADE WITH FBIHQ BY THE
_'HOUSE SELECT' COMMITTEE LOOKING INTO THE KING ASSASSINATION
ANY REQUESTS OR PERTINENT 'INEORMATION RECEIVED BY FBIHQ .
| INVOLVING THE MEMPHIS OFFICE, WILL BE PROMPTLY FURNISHED 10
you. - N 3 »

" SHOULD ANY REQUESTS BE RECEIVED BY MEMPHIS FROM CAPTIONED
COMMITTEE, SUCH REQUESTS, SHOULD ﬁm RESPONDED TO BY INFORMING
THE COMMITTEE TO CONTACT THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL AFFAIRS,
LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISIGN, FBIHQ. YOU SHOULD ALSO PROMPTLY
NOTIFY FBIHQ OF ANY SUCH REQUESTS. - . ’ .

BT | '

P
MRS

JDM:1lek o ‘
(6) . o
SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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PAGE TWO

‘NOTE:

Memphis teletype 9/22/76 advised of news media
stories indicating the recently created House Select
Committee to investigate the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. intends to hold hearings immediately
after the forthcoming presidential election. Memphis
anticipates hearings will be held by the committee in
Memphis and committee staff members will contact the
Memphis office. Memphis requested to be furnished specific
instructions as to what action should be taken in the event
FBI personnel are subpoenaed, attempts are made to review
FBI files or efforts are made to interview FBI personnel.
Above response coordinated with Unit Chief Paul V. Daly,
Office of Congressional Affairs.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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‘h"{lv OWPI ‘E. VEITH 3PECIFIC .I»KJSTR'U&JTIU.‘JQ AS TO UWHAT fCTICT

10 'mT TAK1’~IN-IHE;EVEN? 91 PERSLMN“L REY SUDECLNAED, 10 THF .

EVENT ATTLAPTS ARE MARE T8 nzuz:u:rnz'ystq, IN.IHE~FV§BT
EFF (RTS ARE MADE TO INTERVIM FiL PERSONNTL, R OTHERVIGE
ATT PSiHPT T CATALN LHFO vavLAvLﬂ TO THE MEUPHIS OFFICY,

1413'VAGE #A% DIRECTED DUHIRG THE FI20T FFY ogvv'ax G

WETIRED INSPECTGR JOE SULLIVAK, - Td: DEY ! RAY' A CAT AT Lo

CATED AT {-\TLmQ?!‘.,‘ IN‘?PT_T,’ZT 194 -.‘-E'ULI.,IW‘.!\E LEI‘"Z‘ MEMPHIS AL @V eT

TC THE ATLANIA OFFICE % NRE HE PIMALNSD JHTIL HT WaS GIyr:

.

RETIREID - ‘BUT' STILL P 'I.'?ID I} & II Vg Y‘JPVT,.:‘, STOOY CHARGE -OF THE'

LW STLGATION AT W P! IS, THE '31’-‘8}', ACENT, 88 JOT 0, HESTIFT,

19 STILL IN THE MEMPHIS CFFICE, AND MaY WELL BE- COUsIDIRTY 1Y

THE COMMITTEE FORt & SUPROSHA.

DUE TO THE PARS AGT F %

i

GHT YEQSES SINCE THF VING MURDES

i) D-‘JE o THE Mﬁ'ﬁ”’:‘{ DIFFERENT PRASES, OF THE 1¥VESTI E‘-‘:'!Zuau.

v

1T J QLD BE MARLY IUPOSSIBLE-FCR ARY OHZ INDIVIDUAL TO
CTESTIFY K GYLEDGIARLY RE:THIS,I’VnHIIPﬁllﬁﬂ IR THE EVEKT

‘IHcT DEPARTHENT INST RH’""‘" THAT #B1 PERSONNEL ARE TO st WMIT
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TO INTERVIEWS BY HEWIZRS OF THE CORMITTSE STAFF,

SUGGESTED THAT THE pT;caN"""an?»v SHOULD AFaul
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: SUPPLEMEIT T0 THE
DATLY PRUGS SUMMARY FOR THE DIRECTOR
PREPARED DY ‘ @ﬂ
EXTERNAL AFFAYRS DIVISION
SEPTEMBER 21, 1976 ,

TODAY'S LATE NEWS

N ) PA(‘P'
ASSASSINATION INQUIRTE!
Los Angeles Times, Page 6: 1

R e e et aed

House Committee con Assassinations plans to start
investigations of Jobn F. Kennedy and Martin luther
King, Jx., murders,

"
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An atdn aad it 2ok would "more tien hiscly' o o
revivel of the commntiee. _ e o
Downing sad thid the commitiee investization .}‘onm
Tiabe them in order, Poanedy f‘]w and e Rirg
Waiter . Fountro |, of 2 noacys™, Didtekt of Ccm. L‘:‘
detezate to ihe Howo, sanl he n‘ auned o pusn for timu
faneoas in («U"T W L .‘.'z HOTELC SLlon ,..n“t(cc‘\.

\'euh Downing oor Fawntioy vould dectss in detail
e eviderce thoy tongd the inverst zq;kl:nn wouid devel
But Fauntroy cmf':mcd that motion pieiure v.rucr'p'o-
d wer Abby fann wwould be 2 watress in the King phase

{ the invistigation,

\Imx <to 15 weihing on & televison film on King's
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‘Memoranaum to ‘Lt né ASSOCIALE 1iaCiia

Re: The Congresa)nal Record
HOUSE - continued

Interstate Horseracing Act of 19706

- wagering on horseracing, to maintain the stability of the horseracing

Pages H10690-H10700 and H10719. The House passed
H.R. 14071, to regulate interstate commerce with respect to parimutuel

industry, and for other purposes. The text of the bill, as passed, is set
forth in the Record.

Administration of National Park System

s

Pages H10707-K10710 and §10721~-810722. The House passed
H.R. 11887, to amend the act approved August 18, 1870, providing for
improvement in the administration of the National Park System by the
Secretary of the Interior and clarifying authorities applicable to the
National Park System. Subsequently, this action was vacated and S. 3430,
a similar Senate-passed bill, was passed in lieu after being amended to
contain the language of the House bill as passed. The measure now goes
back to the Senate for further action., During the discussion on this
measure, Congressman Sidney R. Yates (Illinois) asked, 'Does the FEI
have jurisdiction for entering park properiy inthe event of a felony?"
Congressman Roy A. Taylor (North Carolina) answered in the affirmative.

CowsrEssiomte Record  9/41[76.

Select Commitiee on Assassinations

- Page H10723. Congressman Richard ﬁolling (Missourl)

- requested unanimous consent that the Speaker be authorized to appoint
the delegate from the District of Columbia as one of ‘the membars of the -

Select Committee on Assassinations. Such was agreed to. The Speaker
appointed the following as members of this Select Committee:

Thomas N. Downing (Virginia) chairman; Henry B. Gonzalez (Texas);

Richardson Preyer (North Carolina); Louis Stokes (Chio); Walter E. Fauntroy

. (District of Columbia); Yvonne Brathwaite Burke (California);

Christopher J. Dodd (Connecticut); Harold E. Ford (Tennessee);
Samuel L. Devine (Ohio); Burt L. Talcott (California); Stewart B, McKinney
(Connecticut); and Charles Thone (Nebraska). .

'Right To Private Records Act s ] =,

- Pages H10747-H10748. Congressman Edward I. Koch
(New York) spcke concerning legislation he and Congressman Barry M.

-

-8~ CONTINUED - OVER
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The Associate Director ‘ 9-20-76
Legal Counsel -
'THE CONGRESSIONAL RECCRD
SEPTEMBER 17, 1976
SENATE
Congressional Cemetery e . :

Phges S16059-516060, The Senate passed without amendment .
and sent to the House S, 3441, authorizing the Architect of the Capitol
to maintain for 2 years certain historical sections of the Congressional
Cemetery, Washington, D.C., and to provide a study with a view to its
permanent maintenance. (Mr. Hoover is interned in this cemetery.)

\

Records Management - Federal Agencies

Page S16070. Senmator Abraham Ribicoff (Connecticut)
announced that the Senate Committee on Government Operations will hold
a mark up session on September 22, 1976, on various pieces of legislation,
including H.R. 12828, the Federal Records Management Act, which would
strengthen the authority of the Administrator of General Services with
respect to records management by Federal agencies.
&

Freedom Of The Press

. Pages S16075-S16077. Senator William Proxmire (Wisconsin)
spoke concerning Daniel Schorr's appearance before the House Ethics

e mone - - COmmittee and freedom of the press. Ke pointed out that, "The fresdom

of the press can ke abused by individual reports, papers, magazines,

broadcasters, or broadcasting stations. Sure it can. But with competition~-

1 - Mr. Adams . 1 « Mr. Leavitt - enclosure
1 - Mr. McDermott - enclosure 1 - Mr. Long - enclosure '
1 - Mr. Decke. - enclosure 1 - Mr. Malmfeldt - enclosure
.~ Mr. Fehl - enclosure 1 - Mr. Mintz - enclosure
(1/- Mr. Galldghig - enclosure 1 - Mr. Daly - enclosure
ves/bjc 0 | g !

, .
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Memorandum to.e Assoclate Director ’
Re: The Congressional Record '

= SENATE - continued

== there is little or no danger of all elements of the press forming a
clique or cabal to take over the Government or—and most important-—-to
deceive the citizens, their customers. As long as the Government is kept
.from the neck of the press by the first amendment, the public shall be
fnformed." Mr. Proxmire inserted in the Record Mr. Schorr's statement
‘before the Ethics Committee and several news items.

Government Economy And Spending Reform Act cf 1976

_ ' .Pages S16095-516096. Senator John Glenn (Ohio) placed in
the Record an article prepared by Senator Edmund Muskie (Maine) entitled -

"Effective Government: Our Next Big Challenge' which appeared in the

- Policy Forum of the April 3 l\atxonal Journal, Mpr. Glenn cited S. 2925, ~

the Government Economy and Spending Reform Act of 1976, that he,

Mr. Muskie and others cosponsored. Mr. Glenn advised that he was

including Mr. Muskie's article in order to acquaint Members with the

necessity for, and implications of S, 2925,

Confirmations .

Page S16142. The Senate confirmed the following Executive
nominations Frank J. Violanti, of Illinois, to be U.S, Attorney for the
District of the Canal Zone; Thomas A, Grace, Jr., of Louisiana, to be
U.S. Marshal for the Middle District of Louisiana; Peter T. Fay, of
Florida, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit; and to be U. S,
District Judges -~ Sidney M, Aronovxtz, of Florida, for the Southern
District; W. Eugene Davis, of Louisiana, for the Western District; and
Glen M. Williams, of Virginia, for the Western District.

_ , Adjournment: Until Monday, September 20, 1976, at
12 noon.

HOUSE

Select Committee To Investicate Deaths Of Kennedy, King And Cthers

Pages H10356-H10366. The House agreed to H. Res. 1540,
creatir.g a seluct committee to conduct an investigation and study of the
circumstances surrounding the deaths of John F. x{ennedy and
Martin Luther King, Jr., and of any others the:_:se_alect committee shall

-

.
“

-«2-  CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandem to The Associate Director S
Re: The Congressional Record -~

HOUSE -~ continued

determine. During the discussion on this resolution reference is made to
the destruction of a threatening nde received by the Dallas Office shortly
before President Kennedy's murder, the use of Jack Ruby as an FBI
informant and the withholding from the Warren Commission of certain
‘tapes of conversation between Michael and Ruth Paine, close friends of
Oswald. Delegate Walter E. Fauntroy (District of Columbia) pointed out
3 that, "What the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence has documented
about the shameful conduct of the FEI with respect to Dr. King is certainly
enough to convince all of us that the responsible thing for the Congress to
do is to undertake this investigation, resolve any Engering doubts and help
restore confidence in our Government." Congresswoman Patsy T. Mink
(Hawaii) spoke‘in support of this resolution. “She stated, "The recent .
disclosure of J. Edgar Hoover's now infamous COINTELPRO memos
outlines a nationwide program to 'expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit,
or otherwise neutralize the activities' of organizations and leaders who did
not share Mr. Hoover's political philosophy. And yet, I would remind my
colleagues, that the investigations of the assassinations of President John F,
Kennedy, Senator Robert F. Kennedy, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
were dependent upon information gathered under the directon of the very
game J. Edgar Hoover. =---- The recent systematic violations of the
Constitution, Federal, State, and local laws by the FBI, CIA, and other
i agencies, necessitates the direct intervention of this honorable body in
order to determirne if all facts have been brought to light. ** A detailed
memorandum is being prepared on this matter.

: “"""'/* Adjournment: Until Monday, September 20, 1976, at
12 noon, 1 :

. o " EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

ot rememee ot oD€C Press’ o

N e . o eenmel w m Bl ane me A e e me mem e b e 6 e em kb =

i

Pages E5097-E5099. Congressman H. John Heinz OI
(Pennsylvania) extended his remarks concerning Daniel Schorr’s appearance
before the Ethics Committee and the possibilitr of Mr. Schorr being cited
for contempt for his refusal to reveal his source of a report by the
.Select Committee on Intelligence. He stated, 'I was encouraged to.read
in this morning's paper that 2 majority of the members who serve on the
Ethics Committee will oppose reporting a contempt resolution against
Mr. Schorr to the full House, I deeply hope this remains the committee's

[ %
i ,
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Memorandim to The Associate Director

Re: The Congressional Record

-~

' ' EXTENSIONS GF REMARKS - continued e

'S

final position when all the votes

are counted. If a contempt resolutiox'l

does reach the floor, however, I will ask my colleagues to join me in
waging a vigorous fight against its passage.' Mr. Heinz inserted in the
Record the text of the letter 36 Members sent to the Committee Chairman

‘in regard to this matter, a facts

heet on the Newspaper Guild’s activities

in support of Schorr’s first amendment rights, the text of a statement

by Guild President Charles Perl

ik, and several letters and telegrams

expressing concern over the consequences this episode may have for a

free press, .

Communist Front Grouns

-~

- -

- Pages E5103-E5105. Congressman Larry McDonald (Georgiz)
extended his remarks concerning the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS)
pointing out that it is 2 consortium of Marxists New Leftists working for
the destruction of the existing American soclety and imposition of a new

revolutionary system. He went
organization. Mr. McDonald po

on to discuss various activities of this
inted out that the ¥BI has been harshly

criticized for-its interest in IPS. He continued, 'Tgnorant bureaucrats
refused to defend the investigation, although clearly vast amounts of
information on the insitute's connections with foreign terrorists, domestic
terrorists, and hostile Communist governments was available, "'

Foreign Intellicence Surveillance Act

K J

Pages E5122-E5123. Congressman Robert F. Drinan
(Massachusetts) pointed out that, "Although two committees of the Senate
have modified and approved the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of
1976 (S. 3197 and H,R. 12750), the opposition to the bill continues to
mount. As more citizens and organizations have the opportunity to study

__this bill and reilect upon its imp

-
S

lications, a large number are opposing it, "

e included an editorial from the September 13 issue of the Los Angeles
Times and an article by Judith Miller which appeared in the October issue
of the Progressive. Mr. Drinan advised that these two items examine this
subject with a aitical eye and conclude that, despite the actions of the
Senate committees, it is still seriously deficient. =
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Civil Rights Division

ASSASSINATION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
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NOTE: Reference is made to ny nemorandum dated
2/17/76, which -enclosed ‘a United Press

International article and my memorandum dated

3/2/76, containing a newspaper article from "Newsday"

boggioi which pertain to Henphis Detective .Edward

Re tt.

Enclosed is a copy of a "Washington Post”
article dated 9/18/76, captioned "House Votes 280-65
-to Probe Kennedy, King Assassinations.™ .

The following material is enclosed relative
to Redditt and the firemen mentioned in the "Washington
Post" article: A copy of a memorandum from Stephen
J. Pollak, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights '
bivision, to the Director, FBI, dated 9/23/68; a copy -
of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) from the Memphis Office
of the FBI dated 11/21/68, which was previously furnished
to the CRD on 11/27/68. A copy of an LHM from the Atlanta
Office of the PBI dated 1/31/69, which was previously
‘furnished to the CRD on 2/3/69.

Also, for your information, our files reflect
that on 1/31/69, Lt. E. H. Arkin, Intelligence Unit,
Memphis Police Department (PD), advised that the Memphis
PD does not maintain any officers on a *walking beat*
other than on special occasion and that from a review of
the Memphis PD records, he ascertained that there were no
Memphis police officers assigned to a “walking beat” in
Memphis on the day Dr. King was killed.

Also enclosed for your information is a ‘copy of an
- interview of Rev, James M. Lawson, Jr., on 2/11/59, at
Memphis, Tennessee. .

‘The above information has been furnished to Office
of Professional Responsibility Task Force, U, S. Department
of Justice, which office is presently. reviewing the FBI
investigation of Dr. King. ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mr. Gallagher + . 9/22/76

Mr. Held

 Mr. Adams

Mr. Gallagher
Mr. O'Connell
Mr. Peelnan
Mr. Helterhoff
Mr. Ingram

Mr. Mintz

Mr. Aldhizer

J. S. Peelman

MURKIN

Y o
O T T T O I

PURPOSE: To advise that the Task Porce Leader of the Office
=~ of Professional Responsibility, U. S. Department of
Justice (USDJ), which office is presently reviewing the FBIX
investigation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was advised on
9/22/76, of the location of information in Bufile 44-38861,
relative to the reported basis for a new House investigation

of the assassination of Dr. King. The Civil Rights Division
(CRD), USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76 of our previous
investigative results.. '

SYIIOPSIS: This case pertains to the assassination of

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl
Ray pled quilty to this murder and presently is in local
confinement. As sct forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher
menrorancéun, dated 9/21/76, the U. S. House of Representatives
has created a select committee to investigate the assassinations
of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. -
Reported basis for House investigation of Dr. King deals with
the ordered removal of Edward Redditt, Memphis Police Officer,
fron XKing security on day of his death due to the reported
attempt on life of Redditt's family. Order for his removal
attributed to Memphis Fire and Police birector Frank FEolloman
(retired Special Agent of FBI). Reported basis also deals

with "sudden transfer” of two black firemen, including Floyd
llewsunt, from fire house across the street from motel where

King was shot. These allegations re removal of Redditt and

the firemen previously investigated by FBI in 1968 and

1969 and the pertinent results were furnished to the USDJ .

On 9/22/76, Mr. Fred G. Polsom, Jr., Task Force Leader of the

HNH:ban (10)

44-38861 CONTINUED ~ OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

Office of Professional Responsibility, USDJ, which office is
presently reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. XKing, was: '
advised of the location of this information in Bufile
44-38861. Mr. Folsom advised the Task Force was already
aware of these allegations and had already looked into

this matter. The CRD, USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76 of
our previous investigative results.

RECOMMENDATION: For information.

DETAILS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled
guilty to this murder and presently is in local confinement.

As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher
memorandum, dated 9/21/76, an article in the "washington Post,”
9/18/76, reported that the U. S. House of Representatives has
created a select committee to investigate the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin ELuther King, Jr. The
reported basis for the House investigation of Dr. King deals
with the ordered removal of Edward Redditt, a Memphis Police
officer, from the King security on the day of his death due to
a reported attempt on the life of the Redditt family.

The order for his removal was attributed ‘to the Memphis Fire
and Police Director, Frank Holloman (retired Special Agent ©of
the FBI). The reported basis also deals with the "sudden
transfer” of two black firemen, including Floyd Newsum, from a
fire house across the street from the motel where King was shot.

The allegations re the removal of Redditt and the

firemen were previously investigated by the FBI in 1968 and
1969 and the pertinent results were furnished to the Department.

2 DETAILS - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

You were advised in the J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher
memorandum dated 9/21/76, that the CRD would be advised
of our previous investigative results and that the Task
Force Leader of the Office of Professional Responsibility,
USDJ, which is presently reviewing the FBI investigation
of Dr. King, would be advised of the location of this
information in Bufile 44-38861, the FBI civil rights
assassination file. The Task Force has complete access
to 44-38861 in connection with its reviews

On 9/22/76, Mr. Fred G. Folsom, Jr., Task Force

Leader, was referred to serials 5197, 5387, 5531, 5533,

and 5557, of 44-38861, which reflect the information and
our investigative results re the Redditt - firemen
allegations.

Mr. Folsom advised the Task Force was already
aware of these allegations and had already looked into
this matter.

The CRD, USDJ, was also advised on 9/22/76,
of our previous investigative results.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mr. Gallagher R 9/21/76
Held

Adams
Gallagher
O'Connell
Peelnan
Helterhoff
Ingram
Mintz
Aldhizer

Mr.
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J. S. Peelman

wHHQPHHHH

PURPOSE: To advise that the U.S. House of Representatives

has created a select committee to investigate
the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. The reported basis for the House
investigation re Dr. King was previously investigated by the
FBI in 1968 and 1969 and the results were furnished to the
U. S. Department of Justice.

This case pertains to the assassination of Dr.

Martin Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl

Ray pled guilty to this murder and presently is in local
confinement. As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher
memorandum dated 2/18/76, in February, 1976, “Newsday,” a

Long Island, New York, newspaper reported that Ed Redditt, the
Merphis, Tennessee, City Detective guarding King was pulled from
his post hours before King was assassinated and told the U. S.
Secret Service had learned of a “contract® on his life. Redditt,
who protested his removal, reportedly had a "contingency plan”

to .apprehend any King assassin. On 2/17/76, this axticle
furnished to the Civil Rights Division (CRD), U. S. Department
of Justice (USDJ), which, at that time, had the FBI investigation
of Dr. Xing under review, stating FBI was conducting no
investigation re this article unless specifically requested by the
CRD. Article in "Washington Post," 9/18/76. (copy attached)

of Representatives created a select
cormittee to investigate assassinations of President Kennedy

and Dr. King. Reported basis for House investigation re

Dr. King deals with oxdered reroval of Redditt from Xing
security on day of his death due to reported attempt on

life of Redditt's family. Order for his removal attributed

to Memphis Fire and Police Director Prank Holloman (retired

Enclosure

CONTINUED - OVER
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Memoréndum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

Special Agent of FBI). Reported basis also deals with

"sudden transfer" of two black fireman, including Floyd Newsum,
from firehouse across the street from motel where King was

shot. The FBI civil rights assassination investigative file
(Bufile 44-38861) reflects the CRD ‘furnished a memorandum dated
9/23/68 containing results of interviews which J. Harold Flannery,
Deputy Section Chief, Central Section, CRD, had with William
Sartor, a contract writer for Time, Inc., who as a reporter had
been inquiring into possible conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King.
Sartor furnished various information, including the "Cosa Nostra"
or "Mafia" could be involved, Redditt was moved from

assignment at fire station, and two Negro firemen were moved

from the station a day or two before the shooting. CRD requested
FBI to "follow out" all of Sartor's indicated leads. FBI
investigation in 1968 reflects ‘that upon instructions from an
Inspector of the Memphis Police Department (PD), Detective

Redditt removed from guard duty due to information received from
Senator McClellan's Senate Investigating Committee that a Negro
detective was to be killed. 1Inspector believed this another threat
against Redditt, who had been previously threatened, and removed
Redditt for own protection. Memphis PD determined Negro fireman
Floyd E. Newsum active in demonstrations by striking sanitation
workers and closely associated with black militants. Newsum
transferred to insure safety for Officers Redditt and another officer
and to insure no information leaked to black militants. Another
Negro fireman routinely reassigned due to manpower shortage.

This investigation by FBI reported in Memphis letterhead memorandum
(LHM) dated 11/21/68, disseminated to CRD 11/27/68, and by request
also furnished to Office of Professional Reponsibility Task Force,
U. S. Department of Justice, on 6/4/76, which Office is presently
reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. King. .

Bufile 44-38861 also reflects on 1/30/69 Rev. Ralph
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
advised that Rev. James Lawson told him two Negro firemen, assigned

to fire station across from King motel, were moved leaving fire

station unmanned, and a Negro policeman was moved from beat of
King's motel. (LHM reporting this furnished CRD 2/3/69). FBI
investigation at Memphis PD reflected it had no officers assigned
to "walking beat™ on day King killed. Rev. Lawson interviewed by
FBI on 2/11/69 and stated Floyd E. Newsum and another Negro

it
y
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Menmorandum to Mr. ballagher
RE: MURKIN -

fireman were transferred, and Detective Redditt was
removed from fire station, and these occurrences may
have some significance. This new select House Committee,
to date, has made no requests of the FBI.

RECOMMENDATION: For information. The CRD is being advised,

and the Task Force Leader of the Office of
Professional Responsibility, U. S. Department of Justice,

. presently reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. King will

be advised of the location of this information in Bufile

44-38861.

: DETAILS: This case pertains to the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., on 4/4/68. James Earl Ray pled guilty
to this murder and presently is in local confinement in Tennessee.

As set forth in a J. S. Peelman to Mr. Gallagher
nemorandum dated 2/18/76, a United Press International Wire
Service article dated 2/14/76, stated the following:

"Garden City, N.Y. (UPI) -- The top law enforcement
] official in Memphis, Tennessee, removed a detective
assigned to protect Martin Luther King hours before
the Civil Rights leader was assassinated in 1968,
Newsday reported Saturday.
In a copyrighted story in its Sunday edition,
: the Long Island newspaper said Ed Redditt, the city
‘ detective/ guarding King, was pulled from his post
cceme e - -and told there was a plot to kill him. SERLES
The Memphis Public Safety Director did not
replace Redditt after taking him off the assignment
. and allowed the detective to return -to work three
: days after King was shot to death at the Lorraine
Motel Newsday said.

It also said Redditt 'had prepared a contingency
plan to enable the police department to apprehend an
assassin should an attempt be made on King's life.'

tAfter Redditt was removed from duty, he was told
at a meeting in police headquarters that the U. S.

B e e st IR
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN

Secret Service had learned of a 'contract' on his life,'
Newsday said.

'Redditt protested, saylng he wanted to return
to his post, but the city's then Public Safety
Director, Frank Holloman, insisted on the officer’'s
removal,' the newspaper said.

'Enroute home with his police guard, Redditt
heard over the radio that King had been shot by an
assassin,' the story said.

'Three days later, the round-the-clock guard
watching Redditt was removed and he was allowed
to return to work. The police department never
offered any .further explanation of the« 'contract'
on his life,' Newsday said. .

The story also said Holloman acknowledged
the report of a threat on Redditt's life, but refused
to say who had made the threat.

'Redditt's assassination contingency plan,
according to sources, called for the entire
four-block area around King's Hotel to be
sealed off by patrol cars,' the article said."

Oon 2/17/76, this article was furnished to the CRD
USDJ, which at that time had the FBI investigation of Dr. King

under review, stating the FBI was conducting no investigation re

this article unless specifically requested by the CRD.

On 9/8/76, an article appeared in the "Washington Post,"
(copy attached), reporting that the U. S. House of Representatives

created a select committee to investigate the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The reported basis for the House investigation re Dr. King
deals with the ordered removal of Edward Redditt from King's
security on the day of his death due to a reported attempt on
the life of Redditt's family. The order for his removal was

‘attributed to Memphis Fire and Police Director Frank Holloman

(retired Special Agent of the FBI). The reported basis also

deals with the "sudden transfer" of two black firemen, including

Floyd Newsum, from the fire house across the street from the
motel where King was shot.

h
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher

RE: MURKIN ) )
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The FBI civil rights assassination investigative
file (Bufile 44-38861) reflects the CRD furnished a
memorandum dated 9/23/68 (serial 5197) containing results
of interviews which J. Harold Flannery, Deputy Section
Chief, Central Section, CRD, had with william Sartor, a
contract writer for Time, Inc., who as a reporter had been
inquiring into a possible conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King.
Sartor furnished various information, including that the
ncosa Nostra" or "Mafia" could be involved. Departmental
Attorney Flannery also reported that Sartor furnished him with
the following two ‘allegations:

1. "An unidentified Negro policeman was moved
from his assignment at the Fire Station (amd Police
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day
of the assassination. According to Sartor, the
Dispatcher told the policeman to move two or three times
during the afternoon, but he did not do so until
explicitly advised to that effect by a superior. 1In
August, Sartor .identified the policeman as E. E.

Redditt and said ‘that Redditt had broken off an intex-
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his move
from the station."

2. "Two Negro firemen were moved from the
station a day or two before the shooting. One of them
has reportedly told friends that, two or three days
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binoculars
were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focused on
the Lorraine Motel balcony. In August, Sartor said
that one firemen left the Department or was suspended
shortly after the shooting, and that he has been unable
to locate either of them. He did not have their names.”

|
The CRD requested the FBI to "follow out" all of Sartor's

S = - Seh et 4 merreresiees s o

By LHM, the Memphis Office of the FBI reported the
results of the investigation re the above two items as
set forth below (serial 5387):

1 5 CONTINUED - OVER

LY

s L I e G . . .
= _Ai“‘,"'Y:‘ 3 RAT LY, Awmveese Tmmwmwr;mgm}fﬁﬁqstgvg—m‘ <=TW¢ — - x
- N s . * A . AN
N . .I l‘maM Bl -‘.’S: L A Y 3

. - 3 « M
* “ 3 Ll

Y . ! B . .
- > - B

2 : . ' * AN

L EEIN L 4 X s ¢

L~ R a 2
. s 1 » " .
. »

v
A oowT e

t - " - »

- H .
e . ¥ b e,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

r

]



o »
.- °

. Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: MURKIN -

"In this regard, Inspector G. P. Tines, Intelligence
Unit, Memphis Police Department, advised on 11/18/68, that
on 4/3/68 he assigned Detective E. E. Redditt and Patrolman
W. B. Richmond, Negro officers, both of whom are assigned to
the Inspection Division of the Memphis Police Department, to
a security detail at the Memphis Firxe Station, Engine House #2,
located at Butler and Main Streets. This location is approximately
one block from the Lorraine Motel. The purpose of this
assignment was to observe the activities of the "Invaders,"
local Black Power group at Memphis. A number of the "Invaders"
were rooming at the Lorraine Motel at this time. These two
officers were equipped with binoculars and were stationed in a
room at the rear of the fire station with a view that included
the room later occupied by the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.

‘In connection with this assignment, and prior to
the time Officers Redditt and Richmond physically proceeded
to this assigned location, it was determined by the Intelligence
Unit of the Memphis Police Department that a Negro fireman
stationed at the Fire Station and named Floyd E. Newsum had
taken an active part in demonstrations by the striking sanita-
tion workers in February and March, 1968, and had been closely
associated with black militants connected with the strike. In
order to insure security for Officers Redditt and Richmond,
and to insure that no information regarding the Memphis Police
Department Intelligence Unit's efforts to keep abreast of the
activities of the "Invaders" was leaked to the black militants
in Memphis, the Chief of the Memphis Fire Department was
requested to temporarily transfexr Fireman Newsum to another
fire station. This was done on 4/3/68.

In addition, on 4/4/68, Negro Fireman Norvell E. Wallace
was routinely assigned from Fire Station #2 to Fire Station #31,
... due to a manpower shortage at Fire station #31.

On 11/18/68, Fire Chief Hamilton advised that by
letter dated 5/18/68, Fireman Newsum resigned from the Memphis
Fire Department after thirteen years of service, giving as
his reason for leaving "Personal Reasons." Chief Hamilton
advised it is his understanding that Newsum has become an
active worker witli the NAACP at Memphis suosegquent to his
resignation from the Memphis Fire Department.
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher
. RE: MURKIN .

~

At approximately 4:15 p.m. on 4/4/68, Lt. E. H. Arkin
of the Intelligence Unit of the Memphis Police Department, on
instructions from :Inspector Tines, proceeded to Fire Engine
House #2 and removed Detective Redditt from this station,
leaving Officer Richmond at this post. The reason for the
removal of Officer Redditt was due to the receipt of a telephone
call on the morning of 4/4/68 by Philip Manuel, Chief Investi-
gator for Senator McClellan's Senate Investigating Committee,

] Washington, D. C., to the effect that information had been
‘- received by the Committee that a Negro detective on the
Memphis Police Department was to be killed.

Due to Detective E. E. Redditt's activities in
attending meetings of the striking sanitation workers in
February and March, 1968, Redditt had been threatened on
several occasions. Inspector Tines therefore believed the
telephone call received by the McClellan Committee was
another threat directed against Redditt. He therefore
ordered Redditt removed from his lookout post at Engine

‘ House #2 for Redditt's own protection. A police guard of
| two officers was assigned to Redditt and his family as a
result of this threat.

A review of the tapes of the Memphis Police
] Department radio transmissions for April 4, 1968, failed to
reflect any transmissions from Police Dispatcher ordering Redditt
to move from his observation post and, in fact, it has been
4 ascertained that no radio equipment was maintained by the

police officers at this observation post with which to receive
: radio transnmissions."”

This Memphis LHM also disseminated to the CRD on
; 11/27/68 and by request was also furnished to the Office of
Professional Requhsibility Task Force, USDJ, on 6/4/76, which
—rOffice is presently reviewing the FBI investigation of Dr. King. . .. .. ..

i
An LHM from the Atlanta Office of the FBI dated 1/31/69 (serial
‘ 5531) reflected that Rev. Ralph Abernathy, President of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, was interviewed by the FBI on
1/30/69 and he advised that several months previously, Rev. James
Lawson told him tihe day before the assassination of Dr. King that
two Negro firemen, who had been assigned to the fire station
. across the street from the motel where Dr. King was killed, were
: moved to another fire station.
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.ﬁemo'ran’dum to Mr. Ga.agher 5
RE: MURKIN ., . '~ .

. s . . -~
. According to Rev. Lawson that move left the fire
station unmanned and they were moved to a station which was
already fully manned and equipped. Also according to Rev.
Lawson, a Negro policeman, who worked the beat which included the
.motel where Dr. King was killed, was noved off of that beat the
day Dr. King was killed, April 4, 1968, but prior to -the
killing. This Atlanta LHM was furnished to the CRD on

. 2/3/69.

, An airtel froﬁ the Memphis Office of the FBI,
dated 1/31/69 (serial 5533) reflects information from the
Menphis PD that it had no officers assigned to a "walking beat”

... in Memphis on the day Dr. King was killed.

PO,

An airtel from our Memphis Office dated 2/11/69
(serial 5557) reflgcts that Rev. Lawson was interviewed by
the FBI on 2/11/69 and he advised he feels that certain
occurrences may have some significance.

Rev. Lawson said that on about April 2 or April 3,
1968, a Negro fireman, Floyd E. Newsum, was transferred from
the firestation near the Lorraine Motel to another station
that was already fully manned. He also said that another
Negro fireman, name unknown, was transferred from that same
station to another station on either Tuesday or Wednesday night
before King was murdered on Thursday afternoon. He said this
second fireman was transferred in the niddle of his shift and
was transferred "out of rotation.”

Rev. Lawson explained "out of rotation" as follows:
When a fireman is assigned to a piece of equipment
he remains in that assignment until all the men already assigned
to it have been transferred. In other words, the last man
assigned is the last man transferred.

Rev. Lawson stated also that a Negro police officer,

__Detective E. E. Redditt, who had been assigned to the same

fire station to provide protection for Dr. King, had been
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder.

Rev. Lawson stated he has made no attempt to verify
any of this information except for his interview with Floyd
Newsumn.

This new select House Committee, to date, has made
no request of the FBI.
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,Kennedy, ng Assassinations
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- mimmneeamoloted hearings ~in order to

Washington Post
September 18, 1976,

PTRSN Refad ¥4/ « Bra-

_l-

- '-By Mary Ruseell '

“ washineten Post Statl Wn'er

The House created a select commiit
tee yecterdat toinvestizate the assas-
sinations of President John®F. Ken-
nedy and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
+.The 12member committee, estab
Ashed-on a 280t0-65 vote, will be

o .
>
-
-

»

haeded by’ Rep. Thomas Downing (D--

Va.) for the remainder of this Con-
-gress, Speaker Carl Albert (D-Okla)

said. Downing however, is. retiring, ,

and Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.\
with Downing a prime sponsor of the
cOmmxttee. is expec!ed to become
chalrman in !he new session next Jan-
narv- :
.Doxning- saxd he would ask for
$230007 to get the committes started
“and hire staff. but Rep. Fraok Thomp-«
son (D-N.J), chairman of the House
Administration  Committee which
pust authorize the funds. indicated
yesterday he might be reluctant 1o ap-
prove that amount. * |
. Because the select committee ex-
pms at the end of this year and will
have to te re-established by the House
.next yeas, it should wait until then for
funding. Thompson said.
> Dowmng said the committee would
“pot.hold .public_hearings before the
Nov.-2.elections. to avoid charges of

. Cdpitalizing politically on/the investi-

old some
rescrve

xation but he s2i it m*zht

!estimons. ) oo
Reagsons . for_ 1o a¥ipg égeln at the
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a.re revelahons by the congressional

intelligence commxttees that informa-.
tion about CIA attempts to kill Cuban

Premier Fidel Castro was withheld

from the Warren commission, ®the

murder of fwo Mafia members en-

listed by the CIA to help assassinate

Castro. and .the destruction of notes
on Kennedy’s autopsy and 2 note by
assassin Lee Harvey Oswald to a2

member of the FBI.

The commission headed by Chief
Justice Earl Warxen investigated the
assassination of Kennedy in Dallas
and concluded that Oswald acted
alone.

But Downing s3id vesterday. I am
convinced there was a conspu'acy in-
volved. I do act know the identity of
the con«puators or their motives.
That should be inv esusated in depth.”

Downing promised “to engage in no
wteirhunts™ and “not blame those
who may have made mx‘takes in the
original favestization.™

Rep. B. F. Sisk (D-Calif,) called the
p!anned tavestization 3 waste of tax-
payers' mhoney to satisfy “the melodra. .
matic desire “of the morbid to create
an incident.”

_Though Downing and Gonzalez sef

.out more than a year 320 to create the

committee, they were g0ing nowhere
until they received a puth {rom mem-
bers of the Congrcssional Black Cau-
cus; who {elt they had received “new
inforraation™ in.the 1948 kiiling -of
Martin'Luther King Jr:that called for 3,
, Con '1N:§-mal v e«t sat..,u.
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DC. Del. w alter Fauntroy and Re{n
Yvonne Burke (D-Calif) confirmed
that the information ¢came from write:
and TV producer Aboy Mann, who is
working on a documentary on King's
death, and from writer Mark Lane,
one of the first to doubt the Warren
Commission conclusions.

Reportedly the information has -
been known since 1988 but never in«
vestigated by the FBI.

It deals with the removal of King's
black security chief from his side
shortly before he was Killed in Mem-
phis, and the sudden {ransfer of two
dlack firemen from the firehouse
across the strest from the motel
where King was staying and was shot.

Edward Redditt, in chavge of secu-
rity {or King. w3s ordered to zo home
about 4 pm. on the day of KRing's
death, because of 3 reported attempt
on the life of Redditt's family.

The order was atributed to Mem-
phis Fire and Police Director Frank
C. Holloman, who had worked for the
FBI for 23 years. part of the time in
the office of the late Director J. Edgar
Hoover. who had tapped King's phone
and ordered surveillance of; the. civil
rights leader. , - -

Floyd Newsum.’ one of the black

. firemen abruptly transierred from the

fire station across from the motel,
said he had attended a King rally in
Memphis and. though he publicly told
of the transfer at the time, sayvs ue
was never interviewed by the }:'L_'X__,_.‘
N L T «r o e & T 0w
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Transmit the following in. (Typeinplamiet or 50d%) :
Via AIRTEL , AIR MAIL  ~ !
: (Pnonzy) i
e oo = o T o o 2 2 T S i S S . S . P S o S A S " T — S~ —— | B
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: :’-’SAC__:, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) , é
ot \ : : 7. P \
susgct: ( GurkIN : : , W’q\% i
‘ [ ] -
o ReBuairtel 2/4/69 directing Memphis to interview
Rev, JAMES LAWSON.
. }Z ,Enclosed for the Bureau are 3 copies of an FD-302
(" reflecting interview of Rev. LAWSON on 2/11/69 at Memphis,

l Information furnished by Rev, LAWSON regarding the
* transfer of the 2 Negro firemen and the Negro police oxficer
from the fire station near the Lorraine }Motel just prior to the
murder of KING has been covered in Memphis LHM dated 11/21/68,
which LHM also reflected the interview of ilr, BILL SARTOR by
Mr. J. HAROLD FLANNERY of the Justice Dept, ILAWSON furnished .
no new information and it is not felt that this matter warrants
further 1nquiry. V4

It is the opinim of the interviewing Agents that é???
LAWSON is a dangerous rabble rousing individual not worthy ,of
being considered a leader 6f any group. He openly adnits~”
distrust of the police and of the FBI. He admits to having no
£cts but does not seem embarrassed to openly advocate his theory
that KING's murder resulted from a conspiracy, He mentioned
the story that was told early in this investigation by JOHN
T MCTFERREN Tegarding his having overheard a conversation in a”
local vegetable market which conversation would indicate that
\ the market owner, JOHNX@IBERTO,and persons from New Orleans Te)
were part of the murder conspiracy. As the Bureau is well .

Alptel aware, MC FERREN's story hag been thoroughly investigated and
has been found to be entirgly w1thout substance.
Teletype Glr 7'/ )
& - Bureau (Encs, 3) 2" ' RE_G- 18 L/‘/ 32{4 b /4
Al 3 . Memphis (2 - 44-1987) o
ads Qa - 170-98-Rev. MES M. LAWSON)
T 'D'—JCHvGaS-——G w3 B!‘M 4 FEB 13 iy
Spbe. pey, (&) {P’*”l}‘ m' —
. e * A N . -
: Approved LIV Sent !!‘ibq"’ Per _‘
' Registered ___§_gg_c_xcl Aqlt.(nt in Charge l
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LAWSON was advised that the Bureau would be most
interested in receiving any additional information which night
come into his possession., In view of LAWSON's attitude toward
the Bureau, it is suggested that we initiate no further con-
tact with LAWSON if it can possibly be avoided.
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@EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'[IOI@

1 ’ . Date 2/11/69

N

Rev, JALES M.KLAWSON, JR,, Pastor, Centenary Methodist -
Church, 584 East Y¥cLemore Avenue, Mempﬁﬁ Tennesseq, advised that
s no~dctidI evidente o a « conspiracy in" the murder of Dr.
HARTIN LUTHER KING; however, he feels that certain occurrences
around tZe time of the murder mAy have some significance,

£ bt O

. Rev./LAWSON said that on about April 2 or April 3,
1968, a Negro firet@n, FLOYD E, NEWSUM, was transferred from
the firestation near the lorraine Motel to another station
that was already fully manned., He also said that another
Negro fireman, ‘name unknown, was transferred from that same
‘station to another station on either Tuesday o Wednesday night
before. KING was murdered on Thursday afternoon., He said this
second fireman was transferred in the middle of his shift and
was transferred "out of rotation",

Rev, LAWSON éxplained "out of rotation" as follows:

v oo % When a fireman is assigned to a piece of equipment
he remins in that assignment until all the men already assigned
to it have been transferred. In other words, the last man
assigned is the last man transferred.

Rev, IAWSON stated also that a Negro police officer,
Detective E, B, REDDITT, who had been assigned to the same
fire station to provide protection for Dr, KING, had been
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder,

Rev, IAWSON sitted he has made no attempt to verify
any of this ififormation except for his interview with FLOYD.

NEWSUM: /
/
On__2/11/69 o Memphis, Tennessee  Filo# _Memphis 44-1987
. SA JOE C. HESTER &
by__SA_ROBERT F. FIYLE:JCH:cis Dote dictated._2/11/69

= This document contsins naither recommendoticns aor concivs ions of the FBL I I3 the property of the F8l ond Is looned 1o your ogoncy

. ondils contents ore not1o be distributed outside your ogenacy, ;,
.EELQ,S‘UKE i.f"‘.‘{ L 25/ 5:3 - /
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Rev, JAMES M, IAWSON, JR., Pastor, Centenary Methodist -
Church, 584 East lcLemore Avenue, Momphis, Tennessee, advised that:

g'he has no actual evidence of a conspiracy in the nurder of Dr.
MARTIN LUTHER KING; however, he feels that certain occurrences
around the time of the murder may have some significance,

_ . Rev., IAVWSON said that on about April 2 or April 3, -
- +-—-- 1968, & Negro fireman, FLOYD E¢ NEWSUM, was transferred from
the firestation near the lorraine Motel to another station
that was already fully manned. He also said that another
Negro fireman, name unknown, ¥as transferred from that sane
. station to another station on either Tuesday or Wednesday night
before KING was murdered on Thursday afternoon, He said this
' gecond fireman was transferred in the middle of his shift and -
was transferred "out of rotation.

Rev, LAWSON sxplained "out of rotation™ as follows:
e an * wWhen a fireman is assigned to a piece of cquipment
he remains in that assignment until all the men already assigned
to it have been transferred. In other words, the last man
assigned is the last man transferred,
' . Rev. LAWSON stated also that a Regro police officer, -
'~ .. Detective B E, REDDITT, who had been assigned to the sane :
fire station to provide protection for Dr. EING, had been =~ - -
. removed from the station sometime prior to the murder,

. Rev. IANSON stted he has made no attempt to verify .
"\ any of this iiformation except for his interview with FLOYD =
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. ' 2-4-69
AIRTEL - 1 - Mr. Long

To:  SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
i .
From: Director, FBI (44-38861) — & 5’3}
" " MURKIN R

ah)
ReMEairtel to the Bureau dated 1-31-69,
e

Memphis should interview Reverend James Lawson
for details of any information he possesses regarding fhe
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and conduct all
necessary investigation to thoroughly resolve.

REL:.jn‘:s ﬂ
‘§§(4)/7f

NOTE:? Article appeared in "The Washington Post" on
T-29-69. The article in part stated that the head of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), Reverend
Ralph David Abernathy, indicated that a conspiracy existed
in the Martin Luther King, Jr. assassination. We instructed
our Atlanta Office to interview Abernathy and upon interview
Abernathy advised that what he told the press was that he
believed in view of the assassinations of John F. Kennedy,
Robert F. Kennedy, Medgar Evers, and Martin Luther King, Jr.
there would be indication to him that there may be a
conspiracy among the forces of evil to do away with any
“%jyoung militant who stands for righteousness. “Abernathy stated -
»%the had no evidence indicating a conspiracy and it is only his

elief or fear on his part that such a conspiracy exists.

Abernathy during interview advised that Rev. Lawson of Memphis

" told him about some personnel of the Memphis Fire Department

; 7 and personnel of the Memphis Police Department that were moved

X

W S A m}.;‘g

- 1969
FBI

“ata

to different locations of the city on 4-4-68 (date of
assassination of King) and this may be significant.. &5
igedo Memphis advised that they resolved all issues as ‘

COEDet e set forth by Abernathy in his conversation with Rev. Lawson.

Tolson
Leloach

Conra3 Memphis being instructed to interview Rev. Lawson in order to

g;{: thoroughly resolve this matter and to ytain all information.

Rosen ,‘ ‘* g - .
Sultivan, ) . ) )
SD4FEB 13 196 Moy Z
'Tese. ROOD e P - y f W

oy MAZL ROOM reeeryee unr Q‘ ;
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Date: 1/31/69 N
PLAINTEXT by
Transmit the following in b= v
(Type in plaintext or code) : b .
[ vy AIRTEL I BT
H ia i
) (Priority) 1 EM= -
______________________________________________________ L g
| TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) *‘we/
| FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P) /
: (G |
% SUBJECT:' _MURKIN - .
00: ME
% 4
{ Re Atlanta teleype to Bureau, 1/30/69, concerning
the interview of Reverend RALPH ABERNATHY, SCLC
Headquarters, Atlanta, Georgia.
i
% The results of the investigation conducted

! by the Memphis Division in regard to the reference

of ABERNATHY re Citizens Band radio transmissions

and the removal of Negro firemen and policemen from the
immediate area of the Lorraine Motel shortly prior

to the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

were forwarded to the Bureau by Memphis airtels to the
Bureau dated 7/29/68 and 11/21/68.

, | The only item mentioned by ABERNATHY that

; has not been fully explained to the Bureau is

the fact that Reverend JAMES LAWSON, Memphis, advised
ABERNATHY that a Negro policeman who worked the

beat which included the motel where Dr. KING was
killed was moved off that beat the day KING was killed.

., On 1/31/69, Lt. E. H. ARKIN, Intelligence
Axried Unit, Memphis PD, advised that the Memphis PD
does not maintain any officers on a "walking beat" other
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than on special occasions and that from a'geview '

~of the Memphis PD records he ascertained

that there were no Memphis police officers assigned ' ‘

to a "walking beat" in Memphis on the day Dr. KING
was k,iflledj ’ L , X,‘r . .

ez ;»g'..-‘odvn-l '! ot ’ . co ’
» In this regard it is believed thit Reverend

‘J’
- Tt
LAWSON was referring to Detective E. E.XREDDITT, e

-Memphis PD, who was removed from a lodkout position at -
““engine house #2 of the Memphis Fire Department on 4/4/68
due to the fact a number of threats had been made on
REDDITT's life as a result of REDDITT's activities
in attending meetings of the striking sanitation .
‘'workers in Memphis in February and March, 1968. . . "
REDDITT was removed from this fire house and two -
officers of the Memphis PD were assigned at that

time to protect RELCDITT and members of REDDITT's
fanmily. - .

In view of the above, the Memphis Division
does not anticipate interviewing Reverend JAMES LAWSON
| concerning the information LAWSON furnished to ABERNATHY.

A copy of this airtel is being submitted for
the information of the Atlanta Division as Atlanta obtained

the information in question as a result of the interview
of Reverend ABERNATHY at Atlanta. . e ot -

- “s L

.

- + ™ *
-
Pt - R
- t s .
~§ * - ‘., B
* £
. »
+ ALY [ t
Fm e . = = =
Al
| o . ,
¢
¥ P, e e v
-
H
i
{
'
>
-
.
- L. > B
> - - 3 el i
-  ed .3;» i PR 5 - ’&‘
-
f
» o & N
* M w “I
i A N M
. N T - - P
- P
(43 N
B
X1 # 1
., . ¥
‘ . g 2
H N ,
)
4y “« * t
' K st * ® % ey bd
NN Pt ! - ? '
. o e 5
® R . o
K NG TE S s Ly pee o
Y LA . . = O o
e = e LI . * % - o
3T . . .
S, .. .« i * g ;t,:n',"»‘ LI
Ky i B z.’; - > LR TR S ‘.‘::l (]
< T RN IIR 2L -
.- o « * L ¢ IR
Y g oRE =i Jro ‘e ' 4
” "y ¥ ] L LR} - Ay
¥ £ ¥ . * i
¥
) -,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-36 (BuiwisTT2-64) . @
y e ‘
) . '

-

~

Transmit the following in

« - w : . F BI .
Date: 1/31/69

(Type in plaintext or code)

o8 __CIVIL RIGHTS untY FEBS 1969

'——-u——————-—-——————t

AIRTEL ATRMAIL
(Priority) ;
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P)
P i : S
' k’ifzunxm\ /!: /f

\/j ® © Y

Re Atlanta teletype to Bureau and Memphis dated
1/30/69, and Bureau telephone call to Atlanta, 1/30/69.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five (5) copies of LHM and
to Memphis are two (2) copies of LHM captioned "ASSASSINATION OF
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, APRIL 4, 1969['.

@ < Bureau (Enc. 5) % ;
2 - Memphis (Enc. 2)E(R{)

2 - Atlanta Q\’
ORH:vscC Q\'
(7) &

Approved: %/@C/L - " Sent —___~ . 5 M * per’ : 5 !

63 FER 1 “Spediaf Agent in Charge
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" UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

~ e
- i

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

" In R.ep!y. Please Refer to
File No. Atlanta, Georgia

January 31, 1969

ASSASSINATION OF
S DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
deitiewew wiee—..AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE B
APRIL 4, 1968

[ -

The January 29, 1969, edition of "The Washington Post"
newspaper contained an article which quoted Rev. Ralph David
Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, as indicating in a news conference that a conspiracy
exists with regard to the assassiantion of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.

On January 30, 1969, Rev., Abernathy was interviewed
by a Special Agent of the FBI at Atlanta, Georgia, and the
results are set forth on the following page:

-

“ o

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outsida your agency.

" P
-

A e . - }';QLQ?.QR\‘- .

S Z5854/- 553/

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

*ﬂu,u....,._.‘




T X @
' . T»a-r&ﬁ—
!

% reoEKAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION )
, ,§ e - . F N
. 3 = P ) - o4 ;g January 31, 1969
~'a """ ' Rev. RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference, 330 Auburn Avenue, N, E,,
Atlanta, Georgia, telephonically advised with regards to his
statemoent to the press, which was quoted in "The Washington
Post" newspaper, Washington, D, C,, on January 29, 1969, that
what he told the press was that he believed in view of “the
assassiantions of President JOHN F, KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY,
MEDGAR EVERS and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, there would be an
indication to him that there may be a consplracy among the
forces of evil to do away with any young militant who.stands
for righteousness. Rev. ABERNATHY advised that he has no
specific information or other evidence that a consplracy exists
with respect to the specific assassinatiop of Dr. KING., He -« '
advised that thb statement made to the press on January 29,
1969, in which he referred to a conspiracy concerned the
assassination of all of the above-mentioned persons. In regard
to those assassinations he made it clear he has no evidence
indicating a conspiracy and it is only his belief or fear on
his part that such a conspiracy does exist. He stated he has

no idea what individuals or forces would bs involved in such.a,
conspiracy. : ) .

e

P

* * 4

b~

e Rev., ABERRATHY advised that several months ago Rev.
JAMES LAWSON, Minister of the Centenary Methodist Church at
Memphis, Tennessee, told him, Rev. ABERNATHY, that it was Rev,
LAWSON's understanding that the day before the assassination
of Dr. KING, two Negro firemen, who had been assigned to the e
fire station across the street from the motel where Dr. KING

" was killed, were moved to another fire station. C}ccording to
Bev. LAWSON that move left the fire station unmanned and they
were moved to a station whi¢h was already fully manned and
equipped. Also according to Rev. LAWSON, a Negro policeman,
who worked the beat which included the motel where Dr. KING was
killed, was moved off of that beat t he 4 &y Dr. KING was

killed, April 4, 1968, but prior to the killing;J“. e s
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On_1/30/69——at_Atlanta Georgia rile#_Atlanta 44-2386
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T0 DIRECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS e TXOtTe e
Hiss Hotwes
FROM ATLANTA 44-2386 Miss Gaaty._

MURKIN L 1QM£¥L/,£&// o

r

RE BUREAU TEL TO ATLANTA JAN. TWENTYNINE, SIXTYNINE.
APPOINTMENT WAS MADE THIS DATE FOR INTERVIZW WITH REV. RALPH
ABERNATHY. WHEN SA'S 0. RICHARD HAMILTON AND ARTHUR L. MURTAGH
ARRIVED AT SCLC HEADQUARTERS, ABERNATHY'S SECRETARY ADVISED HE
WAS NOT IN BUT SHE WOULD CONTACT HIM ON THE TELEPHONE. sSg
HAMILTON TELEPHONICALLY TALKED WITH ALBERNATHY WHO APOLOGIZED
FOR BEING UNABLE TO KEEP THE APPOINTMENT AND SAID HE WAS "VISITING
THE SICK™.

ABERNATHY ADVISED CONCERNING HIS STATEMENT TO THE PRESS THAT A
CONSPIRACY EXISTS IN THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
THAT WHAT HE ACTUALLY STATED WAS IN VIEW OF THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
- PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY, ROBERT F. KENNEDY, MEDGAR EVERS, AND

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., THERE WOULD BE AN INDICATION TO HIM E;'£5é2'57
END PAGE ONE S ‘
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AT 44-2386

THAT THERE MAY BE A CONSPIRACY AMONG THE "FORCES OF EVIL™ T0O

DO AWAY WITH ANY YOUNG "MILITANT™ WHO STANDS FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
QBERNATHY STATED HE HAS NO EVIDENCE NOR HAS HE HEARD FROM ANY
SOURCE ANY SPECIFIC INFORMATION THAT A CONSPIRACY EXISTS

IN THIS MATTER., HE ADVISED THAT THE STATEMENT MADE TO THE

ol o

wibll i

T

PRESS CONCERNING A CONSPIRACY CONCERNED THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
ALL THE ABOVE MEN.

ABERNATHY ADVISED THAT SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, REV. JAMES LAWSON,
MINISTER OF CENTENARY METHODIST CHURCH, MEMPHIS, TOLD HIM IT

WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT THE DAY PRIOR TO THE ASSASSINATION

OF KING, TWO NEGRO FIREMEN WHO WORKED IN THE FIRE STATION ACROSS
THE STREET FROM THE MOTEL WHERE KING WAS KILLED WERE MOVED,

w Nl

(R | T T YR

LEAVING SOME UNMANNED FIRE EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING TO LAWSON,
THE TWO NEGRO FIREMEN WERE MOVED TO FIRE STATIONS WHICH WERE

vl

ALREADY FULLY MANNED AND EQUIPPED. ALSO ACCORDING TO LAWSON,
A NEGRO POLICEMAN WHO WORKED THE.BEAT WHICH INCLUDED THE
MOTEL WHERE KING WAS KILLED WAS MOVED OFF OF THAT BEAT

THE DAY KING WAS KILLED.

i

~~~END PAGE~TWO
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{mar INFORMATION ALONG WITH WHAT HE HAS HEARD AND READ CON-
CERNING UNIDENTIFIED RADIO CALLS WHICH DIVERTED A SEARCH
FOR A WHITE MUSTANG LEADS HIM TO BELIEVE THAT THERE mAY BE
A CONSPIRACY IN THIS MATTER.

MEMPHIS CONTACT REV. JAMES LAWSON CONCERNING THE ABOVE MATTER
IF NOT ALREADY DONE AND CONDUCT ALL NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO
RESOLVE THE MATTER.
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] 1-29-69 .
PLAINTEXT | 1

TELETYPE URGENT 1 - Mr. Long. -

*

TO:  SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386)
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) |
; mxm ‘ - o "
ARTICLE IN "THE WASHINGTON POST" NEWSPAPER “TODAY: QY T‘ffé»
i REVEREND RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, HEAD OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN |\
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) IN A NEWS CONFERENCE AS _
INDICATING A CONSPIRACY EXISTS IN THE ASSASSINATION OF - -
‘:;f ' MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR (ASSASSINATION APRIL FOUR, NINETEEN {;':/i
d SIXTY-EIGHT) .

YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY INTERVIEW REVEREND ABERNATHY
FOR DETAILS OF ANY INFORMATION HE POSSESSES HIS SOURCE OF
INFORMATION, AND CONDUCT ALL NECESSARY INV"STIGATION TO
THOROUGHLY RESOLVE THIS MATTER AS WELL AS ANY INFORMATION
STEMMING FROH INTERVIEW OF REVEREND ABERNATHY. KEEP BUREAU

© o en greeey See e Aot s S et A MIPTE AW A e Sep 3

T TFULLY INFORHED OF ALL DEVELOPHENTS.- AIRI!A‘IL COPY SENT
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