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United Press International

Mother of Larry Payne, slain. in Memphis riot, is carried sobbing from his funeral.
The Washington Post A-3Mother Sobs, 'They Killed You Like a Dog' Times Herald

The Washington Daily News

Memphis Riot Victim Buried The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)

Daily News (New York)

MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 2 turn of Dr. Martin Luther breaking windows and bat- Sunday News (New York)

(UPI)-The mother of a King Jr. would build up tling police. New York Post
Young Payne was killed,

Negro youth slain by police tension again in the city. 62 persons were injured, The New York Times
in last week's riot broke Dr. King was to come and 300 persons arrested be- The Sun (Baltimore)
down at his funeral today, back to lead more sympathy fore the melee was quelled The Worker
sobbing, "They killed you marches for 1200 striking by police, State Troopers

like a dog." garbage collectors, mostly and National Guardsmen The New Leader

Negroes, who have been out dispatched to the city by The Wall Street JournalA convoy of police squad of work since early Febru- Gov. Buford Ellington. The National Observer
cars cruised outside the ary in a dispute with the Payne was killed by a po-

crowded Clayborn Temple city over pay raises and liceman allegedly as he car- People's World

A.M.E. Church during the union representation. ried a television set from a 4/3/68funeral of 16-year-old Larry An aide of Dr. King said looted store. Relatives con- Date

Payne. that a mass march will take tend, however, that the

His mother had to be place, "probably Friday." youth had surrendered and

helped from the church Last Thursday a march of had put his hands up when
when she became hysterical. 5000 persons led by Dr. he was slain by the shotgun
Authorities feared the fu- King erupted into violence blast of Patrolman L. D.
neral and the impending re- when Negro youths began Jones.
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United Press International 

Mother of Larry Payne, slain. in Memphis riot, is carried sobbing from his funeral. 

Mother Sobs, 'They Killed You Like a Dog' 

Memphis Riot Victim Buried 
MEMPHIS, Tenn., Ap!'il 2 

(UPI)-The mother of a 
Ne!l['o youfJh slain lby police 
in last week's riot broke 
down at lhis funeral today, 
sobbing, "They killed you 
like a dog." 

•A convoy oi ipolice squad 
cars cruised outside the 
crowded Olay'born Temple 
A.M.E. Church during the 
funeral of 16-year-old LaTry 
Payne. 

His mother had to · be 
lheilped from the church 
when she !became hyste.rti.ca,l. 
Authorities fear,ed the fu­
neral ar. the · ipending re-

turn of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. would build up 
tension again in tlhe city. 

Dr. Klinig was to cO'IIle 
back ,to lead more sympathy 
ma11ches ifoc 1200 striking 
garbage collecltors, mostly 
Negroes, w1bo !have been out 
of work since early Febru­
ary in a dispute wilt:Jh the 
dty over paiy raises and 
uniOIIl representation. 

An aMe of Dr. King said 
that a mass march will take 
place, "probably E'riday." 

Last Thursday a ma!l"Ch of 
5000 persons 1ed by Dr. 
King erupted i'lllto vio,lence 
when Negro youths began 

breaking windows and bat­
tling police. 

Young Payne was kHled, 
62 persons were injured, 
and 300 ,persons a.I"rested be­
for,e itihe melee was quelled 
by police, State Troopers 
and NationalJ. Guardsmen 
dispaitohed to tlhe city by 
Gov. Buford Ellington. 

Pieyne was ki.Ned by a po­
liceman allegedly as lhe car­
ried a televiis~on set from a 
looted store. Relatives con­
tend, however, ifJhat the 
youth had surrendered and 
had put lhds !hands urp when 
he was slain lby the shotgun 
blast of Patro'lman L. D. 
Jones. · 
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UPI-201

(MEMPHIS)
MEMPHIS, TENN.--A FEDERAL JUDGE ISSUED AN ORDER TODAY BARRING

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. FROM HOLDING A MASSIVE 6,000-MAN MARCH

IN MEMPHIS NEXT MONDAY, BUT THE INTERGRATION LEADER PROMPTLY

ANNOUNCED HE WOULD IGNORE IT.
"WE ARE NOT GOING TO BE STOPPED BY MACE (CHEMICAL DISABLING

GAS) OR INJUNCTIONS OR ANY OTHER METHOD THAT THE CITY PLANS TO

USE . KING SAID.
KING. WHO WAS TO ADDRESS A RALLY HERE LATER TONIGHT, CLAIMED

THE INJONCTION OR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, WAS A "BASIC

DENIAL OF FIRST AMENDMENT PRIVILEGES.
CITY OFFICIALS SOUGHT THE INJUNCTION IN VIEV OF THE VIOLENCE THAT

FLARED LAST THURSDAY WHEN KING LED AN EARLIER MARCH. ONE PERSON

WAS KILLED. 62 INJURED AND 276 ARRESTED IN THE AFTERMATH OF THAT
DEMONSTRATION.

4/3--TS718PES

295A
MEMPHIS 4/3 AJ

SUB IN NIGHT LD MEMPHIS 270A FOR 3RD PGB BGNG: KING, WHO
THERE AIN'T NO INJUNCTION GOING TO TURN US AROUND.- KING

SHOUTED A RALLY WEDNESDAY NIGHT AS 2,000 NEGROES CHEERED HIM.
CLAIMING THE INJUNCTION VAS A "BASIC DENIAL OF FIRST AMENDMENT

PRIVILEGES, - HE ANNOUNCED THAT "WE ARE GOING TO COURT THURSDAY MORNING

TO FIGHT IT."
"WE DON'T STOP FOR THE DOGS OR THE NOSES AND WE ARE NOT GOING TO

STOP FOR ANY INJUNCTION . KING TOLD THE RALLY.
PICKUP 4TH PGH: CITY OFFICIALS
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UPI-191
(MEMPHIS)

MEMPHIS TENN.--THE MOTHER OF A 16-YEAR-OLD NEGRO BOY SLAINDURING LAST WEEK'S RIOTING THREY HERSELF ON HIS COFFIN BEFORE IT
WAS LOWERED INTO THE GRAVE TODAY SCREAMING, "OH, DON'T LET THEMPUT HIM DOWN.

FOUR MEN PULLED HER FROM THE CASKET. SHE FAINTED AND WAS CARRIEDTO A LIMOUSINE.
POLICE CONTEND THAT THE VICTIM, LARRY PAYNE WAS SHOT TO DEATHWHILE CARRYING A TELEVISION SET FROM A LOOTED STORE. RELATIVES

CHARGED THE YOUTH HAD SURRENDERED AND HAD HIS HANDS UP WHEN HE
WAS KILLED BY A SHOTGUN BLAST FIRED BY PATROLMAN L. D. JONES.THE BOY'S MOTHER MRS. MASON PAYNE, BECAME HYSTERICAL AT THEFUNERAL SERVICES AND STOOD BEFORE THE CASKET SOBBING: "LARRY, OH
LARRY, THEY KILLED YOU LIKE A DOG. SHE WAS HELPED FROM THE
SERVICES AND APPARENTLY HAD BROUGHT HER EMOTIONS UNDER CONTROL UNTILSHE ROKE DOWN AGAIN AT THE GRAVE SITE.

DREARY, INTERMITTENT RAIN FELL WHILE THE FUNERAL WAS IN
PROGRESS. AND A CONVOY OF POLICE CARS CRUISED THE STREETS OUTSIDE
CLAYBORN TEMPLE, GUARDING AGAINST ANY NEW TROUBLE.

4/2--TS659PES
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Memphis Tense at Funeral
MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 2 (UPD) - The mother of a Negro youth

slain by police in last week's riot broke down at his funeral no.

day, solbbing that "they killed you like a dog." A convoy of police

squad dars cruised outside the crowded Clayborn Temple AME

Church during the funeral of 16-year-old Larry Payne. His
mother had to be helped from the church when she became hys-
terical. Authorities feared the funeral and the return of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. would build up tension again in the city.

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News /
The Evening Star (Washington)

The Sunday Star (Washington)

Daily News (New York)

Sunday News (New York)

New York Post
The New York Times

The Sun (Baltimore)
The Worker

The New Leader

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

People's World

Date 4-2-68
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' --Meinphis-te-nse -a♦-- Funeral -------\ 
.MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 2 IUPD - The mother of a Negro youth 

slain by p:olice in last week's riot broke down at his funera~o-

. day, sobf ing that "they killed you like a dog." A convoy of po ·ce 
squad · rs cruised outside the crowded• Clayborn Temple ,IE 

ChU:rnh i during the funer:al of 16-yeat·-old Larry Payne. is 

mother, 1ad to be helped from the church when she became hys­
te.riical. ~ Authorities feared the funeral and the return of Dr. 

J\_1:_<!ftin J..tgh~_r _Kit_!g_J! :___..yould bu_ild ~p tension again in th~c~. 
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UPI-199
(MARCH)

MEMPHIS TENN --A 3,000-MAN PROTEST MARCH LED BY DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR. ERUPTED TODAY INTO BLOODY VIOLENCE THAT CLAIMED
THE LIFE OF ONE TEEN-AGE NEGRO LOOTER AND BROUGHT 4,000
NATIONAL GUARDSMEN RUSHING INTO THE CITY.

A 7 Pell. CURFER WAS CLAMPED ON THE TOWN.
AT LEAST 105 PERSONS WERE ARRESTED AND DOZENS OF POLICEMEN AND

RIOTERS WERE INJURED IN THE PITCHED BATTLES THAT RAGED ALONG HISTORIC
BEALE STREET, THE STREET "WHERE THE BLUES WERE BORN.

RIOTERS FELTED POLICE WITH ROCKS AND BOTTLES AND ATTACKED THEM
WITH CLUBS.

OFFICERS RESPONDED WITH TEAR GAS, NIGHTSTICKS AND CHEMICAL MACE.
THE VIOLENCE STARTED WHEN ABOUT 150 YOUNG NEGROES BROKE AWAY

FROM THE MAIN LINE OF MARCH AND RAN SCREAMING ALONG STREETS,
CLUBBING POLICEMEN, SMASHING WINDOWS AND LOOTING STORES.

KING SPRINTED DOWN A SIDESTREET, LEAPED INTO AN OLD MODEL CAR
AND SPED AWAY. HE LATER VAS REPORTED CONFERRING WITH LOCAL NEGRO

LEADERS AT AN UNDISCLOSED LOCATION.
PROTEST LEADERS SUCCEEDED IN GETTING THE MAIN BODY OF THE

MARCHERS BACK TO THE FORTRESS-LIKE CLAYBORN TEMPLE AME CHURCH
RALLYING POINT FOR THE MARCH, BUT FIREBOMBING AND LOOTING INCIDENTS
CONTINUED THROUGHOUT THE AFTERNOON.

AT DUSK MAYOR HENRY LOEB ANNOUNCED THAT --UNDER PENALTY OF

ARREST-+ONLY PERSONS ON THEIR WAY TO OR FROM WORK WOULD BE
PERMITTED ON THE STREETS ANYWHERE IN THE CITY BETWEEN 7 PuMo AND

5 A.M.
NIGHT CLASSES AT ALL THE CITY'S COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES HERE

CANCELLED, AND POLICE SET UP A COMMAND POST AT THE CORNER OF HERNANDO
AND BEALE STREETS. FLYING SQUADS WERE DISPATCHED FROM THE COMMAND

POST AS QUICKLY AS TROUBLE CALLS WERE RECEIVED.
3/28--TS658PES

UPI-176

WASHINGTON--REPORTERS
(MEMPHIS)

SOUGHT UNSUCCESFULLY TODAY TO GET WHITE

HOUSE OPINION ON THE OUTBREAK OF VIOLENCE IN MEMPHIS, TENN.

PRESS SECRETARY GEORGE CHRISTIAN SEEMED UNFAMILIAR WITH THE

SITUATION WHEN ASKED TO COMMENT ABOUT CONDITIONS IN MEMPHIS. 7
"WHAT ABOUT MEMPHIS?" HE SAID TO THE REPORTER WHO POSED THE

QUESTION.
(OLD THERE WAS A RIOT IN THE TENNESSSEE CITY CHRISTIAN SAID,n THAT - NO, NO." WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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MARCH 3/28 AJ

IRGENT
7TH LD 262A

BY CHARLES ROND
MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) -GANGS OF YOUNG NEGROES WHO TURNED DR.

MARTIN LUTHER KING'S NONVIOLENT MARCH INTO A BLOODY STREET BATTLE
ROAMED THROUGH THE CITY THURSDAY NIGHT BURNING AND PILLAGING IN A
RAMPAGE THAT LEFT ONE DEAD AND 37 WOUNDED.

"MAN, WE'VE GOT FIRES EVERYWHERE, SAID A PATROLMAN GUARDING
FIREFIGHTERS AT A STORE IN A NEGRO NEIGHBORHOOD. HE ESTIMATED 30
FIRES WERE STARTED IN THIS MISSISSIPPI RIVER CITY THURSDAY NIGHT.

HEAVILY ARMED POLICE AND 4,000 NATIONAL GUARDSMEN PATROLLED
BEALE STREET, BIRTHPLACE OF THE BLUES. A TOTAL OF 105 PERSONS
WERE ARRESTED.

A WHITE BUS DRIVER, LLOYD KIRSY. WAS MOBBED AND STABBED BY A
BAND OF NEGROES. POLICE SAID HE WAS NOT SERIOUSLY HURT BUT ALL
BUSES WERE RECALLED.

THURSDAY NIGHT A PATROLMAN SHOT AND WOUNDED A NEGRT LOOTE
STAGGERING OUT OF A STORE LADEN WITH GOODS.

"WE'VE

THURSDAY NIGHT A PATROLMAN SHOT AND WOUNDED A NEGRO LOOTER
STG

RZ

THURSDAY NIGHT A PATROLMAN SHOT AND WOUNDED A NEGRO LOOTER
STAGGERING OUT OF A STORE LADEN WITH GOODS.

"WE "VE GOT MEN OUT HUNTING FOR A CAR CARRYING SIX NEGROES
THAT'S SUPPOSED TO BE SHOOTING AT WHITE PEOPLE, A POLICE SPOKESMAN
SAID.

OFFICIALS CLAMPED A 7 P.M. TO 5 AM. CURFEY ON THE CITY.
THEY ORDERED LIQUOR STORES CLOSED.

POLICE USED CLUBS, TEAR GAS AND CHEMICAL MACE TO QUELL THE

STREET FIGHTING THURSDAY AFTERNOON BUT WERE UNABLE TO KEEP UP WITH

THE SPORADIC, HIT-AND-RUN ATTACKS THAT DEVELOPED AFTER NIGHTFALL.

DURING THE DAY, OFFICERS KILLED A YOUNG NEGRO WHEN HE CHARGED OUT

OF A STORE WAVING A KNIFE AT THEM.
THE VIOLENCE BEGAN WHEN SEVERAL HUNDRED NEGRO YOUTHS SUDDENLY

BOLTED OUT OF THE 3,000+MAN MARCH KING WAS LEADING IN SUPPORT OF A

STRIKE BY CITY GARBAGE COLLECTORS, WHO ARE PREDOMINANTLY NEGRO. THEY
RAN SCREAMING DOWN BEALE STREET, SMASHING WINDOWS, LOOTING AND

CLUBBING POLICE.
KING AT THE HEAD OF THE MARCHERS SPRINTED DOWN A SIDE STREET,

LEAPED INTO AN OLD MODEL CAR AND SPED AWAY. OTHER NEGRO LEADERS

TURNED THE MAIN BODY OF THE MARCH BACK TOWARD THE CLAYBORN TEMPLE

AME CHURCH, WHERE THEY HAD STARTED, WHILE POLICE BATTLED WITH THE

YOUNG NEGROES ON THE SIDEWALKS.
KING LATER CALLED A NEWS CONFERENCE TO DENOUNCE "THOSE ON THE

SIDELINES WHO TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE MARCH TO CREATE CONFUSION. THEY

WERE NOT IN THE RANKS OF THE DEMONSTRATORS."
MORE TS1022PES
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ISE ADD 7TH LD MARCH MEMPHIS 278A XXX DEMONSTRATORS.
THE SAID THE DEMONSTRATIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE GARBAGE

COLLECTORS MOST OF THEM NEGROES WHO CLAIM THE CITY IS DISCRIMIN PTING
AGAINST THE --WOULD CONTINUE FRIDAY BUT "WE ARE GOING OUT OF OUR
WAY TC SEE THAT FURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS ARE NONVIOLENT."

THE YOUTHS. ONE NEGRO LEADER SAID. "DIDN'T COME TO MARCH - THEY
WERE OUTSIDE OF OUR CONTROL AND ALWAYS HAVE BEEN.

GOV. BUFORD ELLINGTON SENT RIOT-TRAINED HIG VAY PATROLMEN
AND 4,000 NATIONAL GUARDSMEN INTO THE CITY. HE PUT ANOTHER 8,000
TROOPS ON A STANDBY ALERT. POLICE SET UP A COMMAND POST AT THE
CORNER OF HERNANDO AND BEALE STREETS NEAR THE CLAYBORN TEMPLE
AND DISPATCHED "ATTACK SQUADS" CONSISTING OF ONE FIRE TRUCK AND
THREE SQUAD CARS TO FIRES.

HELICOPTERS DRONED OVER THE, CITY, SPOTTING FIRES FOR HARASSED
FIREMEN.

SHORTLY BEFORE DUSK MAYOR LOEB ANNOUNCED THAT ANYONE
FOUND ON THE STREETS BETWEEN 7 P.M. AND 5 A.M. WOULD BE
ARRESTED UNLESS THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY TO WORK. HE WAS GRANTED THE
POWER BY A LAV RUSHED THROUGH THE LEGISLATURE IN NASHVILLE A FEW
HOURS EARLIER.

NIGHT CLASSES AT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES WERE CANCELLED.
MOST OF THE DAYLIG VIOLENCE TOOK PLACE ALONG BEALE AND

HERNANDO STREETS AND AROUND THE TEMPLE. YOUNG NEGROES HURLED
ROCKS AND BOTTLES AT POLICE, WHO REPLIED WITH TEAR GAS SHELLS AND

JTS OF CHEMIC MACE.
OGROES. RACED IN AND OUT OF BUILDINGS. AT ONE POINT

OFFICERS CHASED A BAND OF YOUTHS INTO A BUILDING. HURLED A TEAR GAS

SHEL, IN THE DOOR AND SLAMMED IT SHUT. THE NEGROES RACED TO THE

THIRD FLOOR AND THREW OPEN THE WINDOWS FOR AIR.
POLICE FINALLY MANAGED TO CLEAR THE STREETS AND THE VIOLENCE

DIED DOWN BEFORE DUSK BUT WHEN NIGHT FELL, THE LOOTING INCREASED AND

BURNING BEGAN. MOST OF THE TARGETS WERE PAWN SHOPS, LIQUOR AND

GROCERY STORES. A LAUNDRY-CLEANING FIRM OWNED BY THE BROTHER OF

MAYOR LOEB WAS HIT BY A FIREBOMB AND A GARBAGE TRUCK WAS SET AFIRE
ACROSS THE STREET.

BEALE STREET VAS LITTERED BY BROKEN GLASS AND MUTILATED
SHOW-VINDOW MANNIKINS. POLICE CLEARED HANDY PARK, NAMED AFTER

W. C. HANDY THE FATHER OF THE BLUES. MOST OF THE PERSONS IN
THE SMALL PARK WERE ELDERLY NEGROES WHO HAD GATHERED TO WATCH THE

THREE-BLOCK LONG MARCH.
A TUROCISE-HELMETE POLICEMAN, A GAS MASK ON HIS FACE, PUT HIS

ARM AROUND AN OLD NEGRO MAN AND LED HIM AWAY WHILE THE BATTLE RAGED

AROUND THE PARK.
"THIS ISN'T THE PLACE FOR YOU OLDER PEOPLE, HE SAID. "YOU

OUGHTTA BE HOME TODAY.
POLICE IDENTIFIED THE LOOTER VHO WAS KILLED AS LARRY PAYNE, 16.

THEY SAID AN OFFICER CUT HIM DOWN WITH A SHOTGUN BLAST WHEN HE

RUSHED AT HIM WITH A BUTCHER KNIFE.
(INCLUDES PREVIOUS)
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URGENT
6TH LD 250A

BY CHARLES ROND
MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) --GANGS OF LOOTERS, DODGING POLICE ANDNATIONAL GUARDSMEN IN THE DARKNESS, ROAMED THE NEGRO DISTRICTTHURSDAY NIGHT HOURS AFTER TURNING THEIR BACKS ON DR. MARTIN LUTHERKING JR. TO START BLOODY STREET FIGHTING THAT KILLED ONE PERSONAND WOUNDED 37 OTHERS.
THERE WAS AN UNCONFIRMED REPORT OF SNIPER FIRE IN THE NIGHT AND

AT LEAST ONE STORE WAS SET AFIRE.
HEAVILY ARMED POLICE AND GUARDSMEN PATROLLED HISTORIC BEALE

STREET, BIRTHPLACE OF THE BLUES, AND ARRESTED A NUMBER OF LOOTERS.
BUT AUTHORITIES SAID MANY OTHERS. ROVING IN SMALL GANGS, ESCAPEDINTO THE DARKNESS AFTER RANSACKING LIQUOR STORES AND PAWNSHOPS."WE'VE GOT MEN OUT HUNTING FOR A CAR CARRYING SIX NEGROES
THAT'S SUPPOSED TO BE SHOOTING AT WHITE PEOPLE," A POLICE OFFICIALSAID.

THE TROUBLE STARTED EARLIER THURSDAY WHEN 150 SCREAMING NEGRO
YOUTHS STORMED AWAY FROM KING'S 3,000-MAN MARCH AND ATTACKED POLICE
HURLED ROCKS, BOTTLES AND STICKS, AND LOOTED STORES. GOV.
BUFORD ELLINGTON ORDERED 4,000 GUARDSMEN INTO THE CITY AND PUT
ANOTHER 8,000 ON STANDBY ALERT.

OFFICIALS CLAMPED A 7 P. M. CURFEW ON THE CITY AND ORDERED LIQUOR
STORES TO CLOSE.

AT LEAST 1/05 PERSONS WERE ARRESTED DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE
TROUBLE THURSDAY AFTERNOON.

POLICE USING CLUBS TEAR GAS AND CHEMICAL MACE PUT DOWN THE
MAIN FIGHTING THURSDAY AFTERNOON BUT WHEN NIGHT FELL THE
NUMBER OF INCIDENTS INCREASED.

PICKUP 7TH PGH 250A: POLICE SAID
MB903PES
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8TH LD 262A
BY CHARLES ROND

MARTIN LUTHER KING'S NONVIOLENT MARCH INTO A BLOODY STREET BATTLEMEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) -GANGS OF YOUNG NEGROES WHO TURNED DR. X

ROAMED THROUGH THE CITY THURSDAY NIGHT BURNING AND LOOTING IN AN ORGY

OF DESTRUCTION THAT LEFT ONE DEAD AND 37 WOUNDED.

"WE'VE GOT FIRES EVERYWHERE,
n SAID A SHOTGUN-ARMED PATROLMAN

GUARDING FIREFIGHTERS AT A BURNING GROCERY STORE.

APPEARED SCORES OF BUILDINGS WERE SET ABLAZE IN NEGRO DISTRICTS, BUTTHE TEMPO OF THE BURNING INCREASED AS MIDNIGHT APPROACHED. IT
A

DISPATCHER SAID "WE "VE BEEN TOO BUSY TO COUNT *EM."

BEALT STREET BIRTH PLACE OF THE BLUES AND SCENE OF THE WORST RACIALHEAVILY ARMED POLICE AND 4,000 NATIONAL GUARDSMEN PATROLLED

VIOLENCE IN THE NATION THIS YEAR. POLICE SAID 175 PERSONS WERE

ARRESTED.
A+ HIGHWAY PATROLMAN'S HAND WAS MANGLED IN A FIREBOMBING THUR$DAY

NIGHT.
LLOYD KIRBY, 60, WAS MOBBED AND STABBED BY NEGROES WHEN HE STOPPEDPOLICE SHOT AND WOUNDED A LOOTER. S DRIVER

HIS BUS. AUTHORITIES SAID HE WAS NOT SERIOUSLY HURT BUT THE TRANSIT

COMPANY RECALLED ALL OF ITS BUSES.
THERE WAS AT LEAST ONE SNIPING INCIDENT--AT THE CORNER OF BEALE

AND HERNANDO STREETS WHERE POLICE SET UP THEIR COMMAND HEADQUARTERS.

NO ONE WAS HIT.
"IT IS A HIT AND RUN SITUATION, SAID ASST. POLICE CHIEF W.E.

ROUTT, "BUT SO FAR NOTHING HAS GOTTEN OUT OF HAND.

POLICE SAID SOME OF THE ARSONISTS WERE APPARENTLY USING FLARES FOR

FIREBOMBS.
MEMPHIS. A CITY OF 700,000 PERSONS ABOUT 40 PER CENT OF THEM

NEGROES, HAS EXPERIENCED VERY LITTLE RACIAL UNREST IN THE PAST.

PICKUP 7TH PGH: OFFICIALS CLAMPED

F1148PES
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B¥ RICHARD LEGULT
MEMPHIS, TENN. D)--POLICE AND NATIONAL RD "ATTACK"

PATROLS TODAY PROWLED FAMOUS BEALE STREET, NOW THOROUGHFARE OF

DEBRIS AND LOOTED SHOPS TO PREVENT A SECOND DAY OF NEGRO

RIOTING. SPORADIC VANDALISM CONTINUED.
A 16-YEAR-OLD NEGRO. pho POLICE SAID CHARGED A PATROLMAN

WITH A BUTCHER KNIFE. WAS SHOT TO DEATH THURSDAY AS NEGRO YOUTHS

PARTICIPATING IN A "NONVIOLENT" MARCH BY DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR. BROKE LOOSE FROM THE ORDERLY DEMONSTRATORS AND BEGAN

BREAKING STORE WINDOWS AND BATTLING POLICE
ABOUT 62 PERSONS WERE ARRESTED AND 300 INJURED. ABOUT

150 FIRES WERE SET, SIX OF THEM MAJOR. POLICE SAID,
"IT WAS GUERRILLA WARF " SAID FIRE-POLICE DIRECTOR FRANK

L. HOLLOMAN. "WE ARE AT MEMPHIS "
BEALE STREET, IMMORTALIZRDTIN THE RANTINGLY MOURNFUL LYRICS

OF NEGRO SONGWRITER W. C. HANDY, BORE) ARUNT OF THE VIOLENCE

THAT CUT AN EIGHT-MILE SWATH OF DAMAGE IGH THIS MISSISSIPPI
RIVER PORT.

MORE THAN 12 HOURS AFTER KING LED HIS DEMONSTRATORS IN
SUPPORT OF STRIKING GARBAGE WORKERS, BANDS OF NEGRO YOUTHS STILL
ROAMED THROUGH SECTIONS OF TOWN, BREAKING WINDOWS AND STARTING

FIRES, POLICE SAID.
AT MIDNIGHT AN AIDE TO GOV. BUFORD ELLINGTON SAID THE SITUATION

WAS "UNDER CONTROL. BUT SPORÁDIC,HIT-AND-RUN VANDALISM CONTINUED
INTO THE EARLY MORNING HOURS TODAY, POLICE REPORTED.

KING WHO ESCAPED UNHURT AFTER THE MELEE ERUPTED, VOWED TO

CONTINUE DEMONSTRATING FOR THE STRIKING SANITATIONMEN, BUT
DENOUNCED "THOSE ON THE SIDELINES WHO TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE

MARCH TO CREATE CONFUSION. THEY WERE NOT IN THE RANKS OF THE

MARCHERS.
ELLINGTON MOBILIZED THE ENTIRE TENNESSEE NATIONAL GUARD

ORDERING THOSE TROOPS NOT DISPATCHED TO MEMPHIS TO REMAIN ON

STANDBY ALERT.
A 4.000-MAN NATIONAL GUARD FORCE JOINED HUNDREDS OF STATE

TROOPERS, POLICEMEN AND SHERIFF'S DEPUTIES IN EFFORTS TO RESTORE
ORDER TO THE CITY OF 700,000, WHICH HAS A 40 PER CENT NEGRO
POPULATION.

AS HUNDREDS OF FIRES DOTTED THE CITY THURSDAY NIGHT,
AUTHORITIES ORGANIZED "ATTACK UNITS" TO COPE WITH THE SITUATION.
THESE UNITS, CONSISTING OF FOUR OR FIVE PATROL CARS CARRYING
POLICEMEN AND TROOPERS OR SOLDIERS AND GENERALLY A FIRETRUCK,
CRUISED UNTIL THEY GOT AN EMERGENCY CALL, THEN RACED TO THE
TROUBLE AREA.

LARRY PAYNE, 16 A NEGRO WAS FELLED WITH A SHOTGUN BLAST
WHEN HE RUSHED AT A POLICEMAN WITH A BUTCHER KNIFE, AUTHORITIES
SAID.

A NEGRO LOOTER WAS WOUNDED BY POLICE AS HE RUSHED FROM A

STORE CARRYING MERCHANDISE, AND A TROOPER'S HAND WAS MANGLED
IN A FIREBOMBING. A GROUP OF NEGROES STABBED A WHITE BUS DRIVER,
LLOYD KIRBY 60, WHEN HE STOPPED HIS BUS, AND POLICE LATER
CANCELED ALL BUS TRAFFIC.

IT WAS THE SECOND SIGNIFICANT RACIAL VIOLENCE OF THE YEAR IN THE

NATION.
THREE NEGRO YOUTHS WERE KILLED BY STATE TROOPERS AT ORANGEBURG,

WHEN OFFICERS FIRED INTO STUDENTS AFTER ATTEMPTS TO INTEGRATE
A BOWLING ALLEY.

THE MEMPHIS VIOLENCE BEGAN AS A DEMONSTRATION BY KING TO

FORCE THE CITY TO NEGOTIATE WITH STRIKING GARBAGE COLLECTORS

ALMOST ALL NEGROES. THE COLLECTORS HAVE BEEN ON STRIKE SINCE
EARLY FEBRUARY IN A DEMAND FOR HIGHER PAY AND UNION REPRESENTATION.

BUT SHORTLY AFTER THE MARCH OF ABOUT 5,000 PERSONS GOT UNDERWAY,
IT-WAS DISRUPTED BY NEGRO YOUTHS WHO STARTED BREAKING STORE

WINDOWS GRABBING MERCHANDISE AND FIGHTING WITH POLICE.
..KING SPRINTED DOWN A SIDE STREET, LEAPED INTO A CAR AND SPED

AWAY. POLICE USED CLUBS TEAR GAS AND CHEMICAL MACE TO

DISPERSE THE RIOTERS, AND MAYOR HENRY LOEB, UNDER NEW POWERS

PUSHED THROUGH THE LEGISLATURE, ORDERED A 7 P. M. TO 5 A. M. CURF

------
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Negroes Riot in Memphis
MEMPHIS, Tenn., March 28 (UPD)-Screaming Negro youths broke

away from Dr. Martin Luther King's march thru Memphis today;
and ran thru the streets, smashing windows and looting until police
stopped them with tear gas. When the youths suddenly tore Jaway
from the mass of several thousand marchers, Rev. King sprinted
down a side street, leaped into an old model car and sped away.
The marchers were demonstrating in support of a strike by sanita-
tion workers.

The Washington Post
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The Washington Daily News /
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King Marchers
Riot in Memphis
Guard Called 2

To Put Down Remaining Negro leaders
turned the marchers back to-
ward their starting point while

Looting; 1 Dead
200 helmeted policemen, using
tear gas and clubs, battled the
Negro youths along historic
Beale Street.

51 Are Arrested, Police said at least 51 persons

Dozens Injured
were arrested and dozens of
police and rioters were injured,

As Youths Rampage "We have one dead," said
Detective Chief W. P. Huston.

BULLETIN "The situation is complete tur-
mdil." He said the looter wasMEMPHIS (AP) - Some slain about eight blocks from

4,000 riot-trained National Clayborn Temple African Meth-
Guardsmen moved into Mem- odist Episcopal Church, rally-
phis this afternoon to put down The Washington Post

ing point of the marchers.
looting and rioting which A spokesman said King had Times Herald
erupted earlier in the day gone to a hotel and would an- The Washington Daily News
during a Negro protest march nounce later whether he would
led by the Rev. Dr. Martin The Evening Star (Washington)make a scheduled speech at
Luther King. Gov. Buford El- rally tonight. The Sunday Star (Washington)
lington said: "The situation in He said King "is an unviolen Daily News (New York)Memphis has worsened. There person and it was obvious there
are groups of rioters scattered were people in the march who Sunday News (New York)
throughout the areas." were violent. This thing has New York Post

been building up-all these kids The New York Times
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI)- have been becoming more and

Screaming Negro youths broke
more impatient with the min- The Sun (Baltimore)
isters." The Workeraway from Dr. Martin Luther The marchers, demonstrating The New LeaderKing's march through Memphis in support of the seven-week old

today and ran through the strike by sanitation workers, The Wall Street Journal
streets, smashing windows and struggled back to Clayborn Tem- The National Observer
looting downtown stores until po-

ple land police sealed off Beale
Street. People's World

lice, using tear gas, stopped (The Associated Press report 3-28-68them. ed that the march leaders, using Date
Police said one of the looters See MEMPHIS, Page A-8

was killed.
When the youths tore away

froth the 3,000 marchers, King
sprinted down a side Street,
leaped into an old-model car
and sped away.
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MEMPHIS (AP) - Some 
4,000 riot-trained National 
Guardsmen moved into Mem­
phis this afternoon to put down· 
looting and rioting whlch 

' erupted earlier in the day 
during a Negro protest march 
led by the Rev. Dr. Martin 

' Luther King •. Gov. Buford El­
lington said: "The situation in 
Memphis has worsened. There 

1 are groups of rioters scattered 
throughout the areas." 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI}­

Screaming Negro youths broke 
away from Dr. · Martin Luther 
King's march through Memp!iis I 
today and ran through.' the 
streets, smashing windows antl 
looting downtown stores until po~ 
lice, using tear gas, stopped· 
them. 

llice said one of the looters 
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Police said at least 51 persons 1 

: were arrested and dozens of , 
, police and "rioters were injured, : 
I "We have one dead," said 
Detective Chief W. P. Huston. 1 

· "!e situation is complete tur- ! 
me ii." He said the looter was . 
sl about eight blocks from 
CI ylborn Temple Afil'ican Meth-

\ od1st Episcopal Church, rally- 1 
1 ing point of the marchers. ' 
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make a scheduled speech .at" I 
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I He said King "is an unviole : ' 
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;were people in the march who , 
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-Associated Press

A Memphis policeman levels his night stick on a looter during racial violence today.

- Associated Press 

A Memphis policeman levels his night stick on a looter during racial violence today. 
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MEMPHIS

King Marchers Riot,
Youths Loot Stores

Continued From Page A-1

bullhorns, shouted to the crowd,
"The march is over, the march

KING DUE HERE

is over." TOMORROW FOR
(But the looting and violence CONFERENCES

continued, despite police use of
tear gas, the AP said. Finally, Dr. Martin Luther King is

the crowd gave way before offi- scheduled to arrive in Wash-

cers armed with shotguns and ington tomorrow for a full
rifles, who formed a blockade of day of meetings starting
squad cars and motorcycles to with a 10 a.m. conference In the earlier incident, one

push the mob out of the down. with Negro ministers at the Negro girl was slightly hurt

town area. Church of Redeemer. when she was struck on the

(Virtually every store window But after today's disorders back of the head, and windows

on historic Beale Street was in Memphis, an aide here in al squad car were shattered.

smashed by the marchers, and said it is doubtful that King
This disturbance broke out

many on Main Street also were would come here. when about 250 students left

shattered, the AP said. At 12:30 p.m. King is Hamilton High School to join

scheduled to meet with pro- King's mass march. The princi-

(In Nashville, Gov. Buford Ell-
ington dispatched 250 riot- fessional and business men pal tried, in vain, to stop them.

trained Tennessee Highway pa-
at the Statler Hilton Hotel.

Police were called and the

trolmen to Memphis to help deal After a 1:30 p.m. session
rock-throwing began when they

with community organiza-
arrived.

with the situation, the AP said. tion leaders he is slated to
Police said this disturbance

At the same time, he alerted
meet with labor leaders at

simmered down within 30 min-

4,000 National Guardsmen who utes and the students resumed

were to assemble at West Ten- 2 p.m. at the Phillip Murray
Building. After a brief rest

their trek downtown to the

nessee armories to await further he next was to appear at the
gathering point for King's

orders.) Bethlehem Baptist Church
march.

Sporadic skirmishing con-
The sanitation workers strike,

tinued arpund the AME Temple.
for a 7 p.m. poor people's which the marchers were sup-

hearing and half an hour
Bottles and rocks flew through later was to conclude his

porting, has become a major

the air at officers, who replied
racial issue in the city. Most of

by lobbing tear gas shells.
busy day at a mass meeting the garbage collectors are Ne-

at the Bethlehem Baptist
A young Negro jumped out of Church.

groes who claim the city is dis-

a telephone booth near the tem- King is scheduled to ar-
criminating against them.

ple with what appeared to be a rive from Memphis, where

rifle. Officers pounced on him he went today after a flight
and beat him unconscious. A from New York.

young Negro girl tried to claw
the police, but they knocked her
down with a nightstick and fired
tear gas at her.

what it was, there would have

A deep, booming report like
been a tragedy to blot the pages
of history."

that of a shotgun came from a

tenement across the street from
Another spokesman said the

the temple. Fifteen police cars youths "didn't come to march

converged on the building.
-they were outside of our con-
trol and always have been."

Throwing Poles (There were varying reports

At the temple, about 2,000
of how many youths broke

persons crowded inside. Out- away from the marchers to

side, many youths milled begin the rioting. United Press

around, throwing poles that had International said about 150

carried picket signs at police,
youths left the marchers. The

who replied with tear gas.
Association Press used a figure

Miaisters inside the church
of 20 to 30, but said others

used bullhorns to tell the crowd, joined them later.)

"Don't be violent." It was the second outbreak of

One civil rights leader, the violence by the youths Earlier,

Rev. Henry Starks, said: "If a group leaving a high school to

the leadership had not been join the march bombarded po-,
lice with bricks and rocks for
half an hour, but were allowed
to go ahead and join the demon-
stration.
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King Marchers Riot, 
Youths Loot Stores 

Continued From Page A-1 ----------­

bullhorns, shouted to the crowd 
:'The march is over, the ma-r.:!h 
1s over." 

(B_ut the looting and violence 
contmued, despite police use of 
tear gas, the AP said. Finally, 
the crowd gave way before offi­
c7rs armed with shotguns and 
rifles, who formed a blockade of 
squad cars and motorcycles to 
push the mob out of the down­
town area. 

(Virtually every store window 
on historic Beale Street was 
smashed by the marchers, and 
many on Main Street also werP 
shattered, the AP -said. 

(In Nashville, Gov. Buford Ell­
ington dispatched 250 riot­
trained Tennessee Highway pa­
trolmen to Memphis to help deal 
with the situation, the AP said. 
At the same time, he alerted 
4,000 National Guardsmen who 
were to assemble at West Ten­
nessee armories to await further 
orders.) 

Sporaillc skirmishing con­
lJinued lund the AME T~le. 
Bottles a d rocks flew llhrou1gh 
the air a officers, who replied 
by lobbin tear gas shells. 

KING DUE HERE 
TOMORROW FOR 
CONFERENCES 

Dr. Martin Luther King is 
~cheduled to arrive in Wash­
mgton tomorrow for a full 
day of meetings starting 
w\th a 10 a.m. conference 
with Negro ministers at the 
Church of Redeemer. 
. But after today's disorders 
m Memphis, an aide here 
said it is doubtful that King 
would come here. 

At 12:30 p.m. King is 
sch~duled to meet with pro­
fessional and business men 
at the Statler Hilton Hotel. 

_After a 1:30 p.m. session 
~1th communi~·• organiza­
tion leaders he slated to 
meet with labor leaders at 
2 P:m: at the P · ip Murray 
Bmldmg. After a brief rest 
he next, was to appear at the 
Bethlehem Baptist Church 
for ~ 7 p.m. poor people's 
hearmg and half an hour 
later was to conclude his 
busy day at a mass meeting 
at the Bethlehem Baptist 
Church. 
. King is scheduled to ar­

n ve from Memphis, where 
he went today after a flight 
from New York. 

A young Negro jumped out of 
a telephone booth near the tem­
pLe with what appeared ,to be a 
rifle. Officers pounced on him 
and beat him unconscious. A 
young Negro giTl tried oo claw 
the poHce, but tJhey knocked her -----------
down wtth a niightsbick and fired . 
tear gas at her. what it was, there would have 

A deep, booming report like ~e~s~d;a~~dy to blot the pages 
that of a shotgun came from a y. 
tenement across the street from Another . spokesman said the 
the temple. Fifteen police cars youths "didn't C?me to march 
converged on the building. - they were outside of our con-

trol and always have been." 
Throwing Poles (There were varying reports 

At the temple, about 2,000 of how many youths broke 
persons crowded inside. out- awB;Y fro~ ~he marchers to 
side, many youths milled begm th7 r10tmg._ United Press 
around, throwing poles that had International said a:bout 150 
carried picket signs at police, youth~ 17ft the marchers. . The 
who r~lied with tear gas. Association Press us~ a figure 
M!' isters inside the church ?f. 20 to 30, but ~aid others 
us bullhorns to tell the crowd Joined them later.)~ · 
" n't be violent." . ' It was the secon outbreak of 

e civil rights leader, the violence by ~he you hs. Earlier,, 
Rev. Henry Starks, said: "If ~ _group leavmg a high school to' 
the leadership had not been J~m th7 mar:ch bombarded po- 1 

_ , llce with bricks and rocks for. 
half an hour, but were allowed: 
to go ahead and join the demon-, 
stration. 

\
- In the earlier incident, one 
. Neio girl was slightly,· hurt 
, whe she was struck o the 
bac of the head, and win ows 
in squad car were shatt' ed. 

Tliis disturbance broke out 
when · about 250 students left 

. Hamilton High School to join 
King's mass march. The princ1• 
pal tried, in vain, to stop them. 

'I Police were called and the 
rock-throwing began when the:v 

\arrived. 
,Police said this disturbance 

simmered down within 30 min• 
utes and the students resumed 
their trek downtown to the 
g a t h e r i n g point for Kini'& 
march. 

Thll sanitation workers strike, 
whic' the marchers were s~p­
port' g, has become a f!Jor 
rad issue in the city. M t of 
the arbage collectors. ar. N_e• 
groes who claim the city dis­
criminating against them. 1 
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King's Memphis March

Explodes Into Violence
Rioters and
Police Clash;
Looter Dies

By Nicholas C. Chriss
Los Angeles Times

MEMPHIS, March 28 -
Young Negro militants to-

day turned a protest march
led by Dr. Martin Luther
King into a bloody riot
which ravaged historic
Beale Street and left at least
one looter dead.

Police, provoked by a hard-
core of about 30 militants who
broke off from the march and
started breaking windows and
looting, struck out indiscrimi-
nately, beating back rioters
with billy clubs, tear gas and
chemical spray.

Dozens of policemen and
marchers were injured as
street warfare raged for sev-
eral hours in a predominantly
Negro section of the city just
a few blocks from the Missis-
sippi River.

More than 100 persons were
arrested. Dr. King fled al-
most immediately. He was
hustled away in a car by as-
sociates and reportedly met
with them at an undisclosed
location.

Gov. Buford Ellington sent
Associated Press Photos by Jack Thornell 4000 National Guardsmen and

250 riot-trained State Troop-A Memphis policeman levels his night stick on a looter during violence that disrupted a protest march.
ers into the city and put an-
other 8000 Guardsmen on alert
at their home armories
throughout Tennessee.

Mayor Henry Loeb ordered
a 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew. All
city buses stopped running, al-
though the violence remained
confined to a few-block area
where it broke out.

Emergency Law
The Tennessee Legislature

in Nashville, the capital, sped
to the Governor an emergency
measure granting broad pow-
ers to declare a state of emer-
gency. It would allow the
mayor in any town of the State
to impose curfew, prohibit sale
of gasoline, liquor, beer and
firearms, and take whatever
steps he felt ne essary to pre
serve order.

Baxton Bryant. head of the
Tennessee Humans Relations
Commission, said militant
young Negroes had been seek
ing to start trouble for weeks,
but had been restrained by Ne
gro ministers

"What the police did today
has encouraged plenty of dis-
ciples of violence," said Bry-
ant, a Caucasian.

A large segment of the City's
Negro population had stayed
home from work today to par-
ticipate in the march and ob-
serve Dr. King's request for
a one-day "strike" to force the
city to come to terms with
striking sanitation workers.

An estimated 10,000 Negro
students did not show up for
classes today.

The March of 6000 to 8000
persons begain at 11 a.m. at

See MEMPHIS, A6, Col. 1

Church

March 29, 1968 The Washington Post

Memphis march began
at Clayborn AME
Church, and was to end
in front of City Hall.
Melee began when van-
guard of column turned
onto Main Street.
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l(ing's Memp is March 
Explodes I.nto Violence 

Associated Press Photos by Jack Thornell 

A Memphis policeman levels his night stick on a looter during violence that disrupted a protest march. 

Rioters and 
Police Clash; 
Loote1· Dies 

By Nicholas C. Chriss 
Los Angeles Times 

MEMPHIS, March 28 
Young Negro militants to­
day turned a protest march 
led by Dr. Martin Luther 
King into a bloody riot 
which r a v a g e d historic 
Beale Street and left at least 
one looter dead. 

Police, pI1ovoked by a ·hard• 
core of about 30 militants who 
broke off from the march and 
stact:ed breaking windows and 
looting, struck out indiscrimi­
nately, 1beaiting back rioters 
with billy clubs, tear gas and 
chemical spray. 

Dozens of policemen and 
mar0hers were injured as 
street warfare raged for sev­
eral hours in a predominantly 
Negro section of the city just 
a few blocks from the Missis­
sippi River. 

More than 100 persons were 
arrested. Dr. King fled al­
most immediately. He was 
hustled away in a ca,r by as­
sociates and reportedly met 
with them at an undisclosed 
location. 

Gov. Buford Ellington sent 
4000 National Guardsmen and 
250 riot-trained State Troop­
ers into the city and put an­
other 8000 Guardsmen on alert 

1 at their h O· :Ql e armories 
-throughout Tennessee. 

Mayor Henry Loeb ordered 
a 7 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew. All 
city buses stopped running, al-

l though the violence remained 
confined to a few,block area 
where it broke out. 
Emergency Law 

The Tennessee Legislature 
in Nashville, the capital, sped 
to the Governor an emergency 
rneasure granting broad pow-

I 
ers to declare a state of emer­
gency. It would allow the 
mayor in any town of the State 
to impose curfew, prohibit sale 
of gasoline, liquor, beer and 
firearms, and take whatever 
steps he felt PE'fpssary to pre, 
serve order. 

Baxton Bryant. head of tht 
Tennessee Humans Relation11 
Commission, said mi 1 it a n,t 
young Negroes had been seek,. 
ing to start trouble for weeks, 
but had been restrained by Ne< 
gro ministers. 

"What the police did toda7 
has encouraged plenty of dis­
ciples of violence," said Bry­
ant, a Caucasian. 

A large segment of the City's 
Negro population had stayed 

· home from work today to par­
ticipate in the march and ob­

. serve Dr. King's request for 
a one-day "strike" to force the 
city to come to terms with 
striking sanitatfon workers. 

An estimated 10,000 Negro 
, students did not show up for 

classes today. 
The March of 6000 to 8000 

persons begain at 11 a.m. at 
See MEMPHIS, A6, Col. 1 

March 29, 1968 The Washington P os t 

Memphis march began 
at C l a y b o r n AME 
Church, and was to end 
in front of City Hall. 
Melee began when van­
guard of column turned 
onto Main Street. 
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Memphis trash strike sympathizers begin gathering peacefully to march. But soon the scene changed to violence, with police retreating before a hail of missiles. A victim of the melee, one of many, lies unconscious in the street.

Pawn Mdse.

Protest March
Flares IntoRiot
MEMPHIS, From A1 other policeman became sepa-

the Clayborn Temple AME rated from fellow officers,

Church, with only two police-
and several Negro youths fell

men present. on him and beat him.

Dr. King and his monitors By noon, three blocks of
never were fully able to con- Beale Street, was in shambles,

trol the young militants who as was a short stretch of Main

began shouting and jeering as Street and the intersection of
the protest march began. Hernando and Linden Streets,

Dr. King was nearly mobbed where the Clayborn Church
and repeatedly jostled, and a is located.
look of fear crossed his face Shards of glass littered the
as the tension increased.

pavement on Beale, and half-
When the march had ad-

vanced about five blocks in dressed, mutilated store mani-

about 15 minutes to Main kins lay in gutters.
Street, the violence erupted. [Police identified the looter
Negro teenagers smashed store who was killed as Larrywindows in the partly residen-
tial, partly commercial neigh- Payne, 16, UPI reported. Of-

borhood and began looting. ficers said they caught him
About 250 city policemen inside a store, and that he

and Shelby County patrol offi- came out swinging a knife. He United Press International
cers arrived on the scene in
squad cars, sirens screaming.

was killed by a shotgun blast. Lt. D. W. Williams was one of several Memphis police
As officers moved in to scat- [Much of the violence - officers beaten by rioters during outbreak of violence.

ter or arrest the trouble-mak- curred after the main body
they were met with a bar- of marchers had returned to
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Memphis trash strike sympathizers begin gathering peacefully t o march. But soon the scene changed to violence, with policti retreating before a bail of missiles. A victim of the melee, one of many, lies unconscious in the street. 

Protest March 
Flares Into Riot 

MEMPHIS, From Al other policeman became sepa-
the Clayborn Temple AME rated from fellow officers, 
Church with only two police- and several Negro youths fell 
men pr~ser,t. on him and beat him. 

Dr. King and his monitors By noon, three blocks of 
never were fully able to con- Beale Street, was in shambles, 
trol the young militants who as was a short stretch of Main 
began shouting and jeering as Street and the intersection of 
the protest march began. · Hernando and Linden Streets,' 

Dr. King was nearly mobbed where the Clayborn Church 
and repeatedly jostled, and a is located. 
look of fe~r c~oss~d his face Shards of glass littered the 
as the tens10n mcreased. pavement on Beale, and half-

When the ma:r,ch had ad- . . 
vanced about five blocks in dressed, mutilated store mam-
about 15 minutes to Main kins lay in gutters. 
Street, the violence erupted. [Police identified the looter 
N~gro tee~agers smashed ~tore who was killed as Larry 
wmdows m the partly residen-
tial, partly commercial neigh- Payne, 16, UPI reported. Of-
borhood and began looting. ficers said they caught him 

About 250 city policemen ,inside a store, and that he 
and Shelby County patrol offi- came out swinging a knife. He . 
cers arrived ?n the scene_ in was killed 'by a shotgun blast. 
squad cars, sirens screammg. . 

As officers moved in to sc•at- [Much of the violence oc­
ter or arrest the trouble-mak- curred after the main body 

t with a bar- of marchers ,had returned to 
.alln. • 
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Protest March
Flares Into Riot

MEMPHIS, From A1 other policeman became sepa-

the Clayborn Temple AME rated from fellow officers,

Church, with only two police-
and several Negro youths fell
on him and beat him.men present.

Dr. King and his monitors By noon, three blocks of
never were fully able to con- Beale Street, was in shambles,

trol the young militants who as was a short stretch of Main

began shouting and jeering as Street and the intersection of
the protest march began. Hernando and Linden Streets,

Dr. King was nearly mobbed where the Clayborn Church
and repeatedly jostled, and a is located.
look of fear crossed his face Shards of glass littered the
as the tension increased.

pavement on Beale, and half-
When the march had ad-

vanced about five blocks in dressed, mutilated store mani-

about 15 minutes to Main kins lay in gutters.
Street, the violence erupted. [Police identified the looter
Negro teenagers smashed store who was killed as Larrywindows in the partly residen-
tial, partly commercial neigh- Payne, 16, UPI reported. Of-

borhood and began looting. ficers said they caught him
About 250 city policemen inside a store, and that he

and Shelby County patrol offi- came out swinging a knife. He
cers arrived on the scene in was killed by a shotgun blast.
squad cars, sirens screaming. L

As officers moved in to scat- [Much of the violence oc- of
ter or arrest the trouble-mak- curred after the main body
ers, they were met with a bar- of marchers had returned to
rage of stones, heavy planks the church. Instead of follow-
and bottles. ing their leaders inside, some

Policemen barged into the of the young Negroes began

march, firing tear gas and tem- throwing rocks and bottles at

porarily disabling spray and police officers, who replied by

lashing out with their clubs. lobbing tear gas shells at
them. Numerous pawn shops,

Policemen Follow liquor stores and other busi-
As the marchers retreated nesses were looted by the

back along Main, onto Beale youths during the hit-and-run
and, in many instances, toward raids which followed.]
the Clayborn Church, officers
followed, raining blows upon Loudspeaker Plea

them. From the church's loud-
Men, women and youths speaker system a deep voice,

stumbled beneath the police directed at officers lobbing
clubs. tear gas cannisters into the

A newsman watched from chapel, pleaded:
a few feet away as eight po- "Don't gas us no more.
licemen piled on a middle- We're going to leave. Put that
aged Negro man and struck [tear gas] gun down. Don't
him at least 20 times on the shoot. Don't you know this is
head and body as they cursed a house of the Lord?"
him. Officers withheld their tear

Nearby, other officers gas fire, some persons emerged
cornered four other Negro from the church and headed
men and struck them until home.
blood spurted from head The City has been using
wounds. nonstrikers, new employees

"Please don't beat me any and supervisory personnel to

more," a young Negro male continue partial garbage col-

pleaded through bloody lips.
lection during the seven-week

A young girl in a pink
strike which, at the very out-

dress, who could not keep up set, was fraught with racial
overtones because nearly allwith other fleeing marchers, the strikers are Negro.was jabbed in the back with The sanitation workers walk-

police nightsticks. One offi- ed off the job after the Citycer yelled at her: "Black rejected their demands for
bitch, get out of here." higher pay, city recognition of
Officer Is Beaten their union-th American

Federation of State, CountyTwo officers pulled another and Municipal Employees
policeman off a Negro man and payroll deduction of
he was pummeling. The re- union dues.
strained policeman gasped at Civil rights leaders accused
the other two officers. "I'd the executive branch of the
have killed that son-of-a-bitch city government of showingif you hadn't pulled me back." "bad faith" during negotia-

Farther down the street, an- tions.

·rotest March 
Flares Into Riot 

MEMPHIS, From Al other policeman became sepa-
the Clayborn Temple AME rated from fellow officers, 
Church, with only two police- and several Negro youths fell 
men present. on him and beat him. 
' Dr. King and his monitors By noon, three blocks of 
never were fully able to con- Beale Street, was in shambles, 
trol the young militants who as was a short stretch of Main 
began shouting and jeering as Street and the intersection of 
the protest march began. Hernando and Linden Streets,' 

Dr. King was nearly mobbed where the Clayborn Church 
and repeatedly jostled, and a is located. 4 
look of fe~r c:rossed his face Shards of glass littered th 
as the tension increased. e 

W'h th h h d d pavement on Beale, and half-en e mare a a . 
vanced about five blocks in dressed, mutilated store mani-
about 15 minutes to Main kins lay in gutters. 
Street, the violence erupted. [Police identified the looter 
N~gro tee_nagers smashed store who was killed L 
wmdows m the partly residen- . as arry 
tial, partly commercial neigh- Payne, 16, UPI reported. Of­
borhood and began looting. ficers said they caught him 

About 250 city policemen ,inside a store, and that he 
and She~by County patrol offi- came out swinging a knife. He . 
cers arnved ?n the scene_ in was killed b a shotg bl t L 
squad cars, sirens screammg. Y . un as · 

As officers moved in to sc,at- [Much of the violence oc­
ter or arrest the trouble-mak- curred after the main body 
ers, they were met with a bar- of marchers ,h!ad returned to 
rag,e of stones, heavy planks ~he chu_reh. Instead of follow­
and bottles. mg their leaders ii::nside, some 

Policemen barged into the of thE; young Negroes began 
march, firing tear gas and tern- thl"?wmg _rocks and bot~les at 
porarily disabling spray and poh~e officers, who rep:hed by 
lashing out with their clubs. lobbmg tear gas shel}s at 

. them. Numerous pawn shops, 
Pohcemen Follow liquor stores and other busi-

As the marchers retreated ne.sses we:re 'looted by the 
back along Main, onto Beale youths during the ihit-and-run 
and, in many instances, toward ra:ids which followed.] 
the Clayborn Ohurch, officers 
followed, ralnin,g blows upon Loudspeaker Plea . 
them. From the church's loud-

Men, women and youths speaker system a deep voice, 
stumbled beneath the police dir,ected at officers lobbing 
ciubs. tear ,gas ca,nn.iste,rs into the 

A newsman watched from chapel, pleaded: 
a few feet away as eight po- "Don't gas us no more. 
!icemen piled on a middle- We're going to leave. Put that 
aged Negro man and struck [tear gas] gun down. Don't 
him at least 20 times on the 1shoot. Don't you know this is 
head and body as they cursed a house of 1:he Lord?"· 
him. Officers withheld their tea 

Nearby, other officers ,gas fire, some persons emerged 
cornered four other Negro from the church and headed 
men and struck them until home. 
blood s p u rte d from head The City has been, using 
wounds. nom;trikers, new employees 

"Please don't beat me any a111d . superviso:ry pe.rsonnel to 
more," a young Negro male con!mue p~rtlal gar,bage col­
pleaded through bloody lips. le~on d~rmg the seven-week 

A young girl in a pink strike which, at the . very o?t­
dress, who could not keep up s·et, was fraught with racral 
with other fleeing marchers overton~s because nearly all 
was J'abbed in the b k "th' the stnk~rs _are Negro. 

. . . ac WI • The sarn1tation workers walk-
pohce mghtstlcks. ?n:, off1- ed. o.ff the job after the City 
c~r yelled at her. Black reJected ~heir demands for 
bitch, get out of here." :hi-g,her pay, city recognition of 
Officer Is Beaten their u n i o n-the American 

Two officers pulled another Federatio~ .of State, County 
policeman off a Neg and Mumc1pal Employees_ 
he was pummeling Troh ma~ an? P a Yr o 11 deduction of 

. . · e re uruon dues. 
stramed policeman _gaspe~, ~t Civil ri,ghts leaders accused 
the ot~er two officers. . Id the executive branch of the 
~ave killed that son-of-a-bitch city -gov·ernment of showing 
if you hadn't pulled me back." "bad !faith" ducring negotia-

Farther down the street, an- tions. 
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Associated Prest

r. Martin Luther King starts march flanked by the Rev. H. Ralph Jackson (left) and the Rev. Ralph Abernathy.

Looter leaps over debris in ransacked Memphis store. 
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Wies COMING TRIAL)
ATLANTA VIDES OF THE LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PLAN TO STAGE

A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS, TENN.. DURING THE TRIAL OF JAMES EARL RAY TO

"CONVICY" THE NATION AT LARGE OF KING'S ASSASSINATION
JAMES REVEL WOULD BE CHIEF PROSECUTOR IN THE TRIAL

VHI REPOULD E CONDUCTED IN THE MANNER OF BRITISH PHILOSOPHER
RUSSELL'S SVEDISH TRIBUNAL TRIALS OF THE UNITED STATES

FOR-WETNAM AR POLICIES.
WRINGS SOTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHI CONFERENCE HAS NOT

OFFT Abby APPROVED THE MOCK TRIAL HOWEVER, IT WAS EXPECTED TO DO

SD Best EEKL SCLC SOURCES SAID.
THE ROCK TRIAL PROBABLY WOULD LAST FOR ABOUT ONE WEEK AND TAKE PLACE

IN MASON TEMPLE, A LARGE CHURCH ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF MEMPHIS WHERE KING

WAST SPEECH THE NIGHT BEFORE IS MURDER.

LEVEL AIN) OTHER SCLC STAFFERS HOPED TO HOLD A LARGE MARCH THROUGH

DOWNTOWN KEAPHIS DURING THE MOCK TRIAL WITH KING'S WIDDY MRS.

CORETTA KING, AND HIS SUCCESSOR IN SCLC, THE REV. RALPF B. ABERNAT

LEADING THE MARCHERS.
RAY'S TRIAL ON MURDER CHARGES IS SC EDULED TO BEGIN APRIL 7. I

HAS BEEN POSTPONED TWICE ONCE FROM AND ONCE FROM MARCH

REVEL BELIEVES RAY SHOULD NOT BE CONVICTED OF THE MURDER UNLESS ALL

THE NATION IS CONVICTED OF IT, ON THE GROUNDS OF RACISM.

EGE14PES

(COURT)
N SHINGTON MEMPHIS NEWSPAPER PE PORTERS TODAY ASKED THE SUPREME

COURT TO PUT A STOP TO WHAT THEY CALLED A "UNIQUE METHOD OF CENSORS HIP

DEVISED BY THE JUDGE IN THE JAMES EARL RAY TRIAL.

THE TWO ARE CHARLES EDMUNDSON OF THE MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL AND

ROY HAMILTON OF THE MEMPHIS PRESS SCIMITAR, BOTH SCRIPPSHOWARD

PUBLICATIONS.
THEY WERE FOUND IN CONTEMPT OF COURT BY SHELBY COUNTY CRIMINAL

JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE, WHO IS SCHEDULED TO PRESIDE ON APRIL 7 OVER

THE TRIAL OF RAY ACCUSED OF THE MURDER OF REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING

JUNIO IN MEMPHIS IN APRIL, 1968.
28--GE656P /
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UPI-48
(MOCK)

ATCAM ITA--THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE NEXT WEEK IS
EXPECTED TO APPROVE PLANS FOR A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS, TENN..
CONVICTING THE NATION FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

JR.
THE MOCK TRIAL WAS PROPOSED TO THE SCLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN

FEBRUARY. "THE ORGANIZATION IS SYMPATHETIC TC THE IDEA, AND WE'RE GOING

TO DISCUSS IT NEXT VEEK INVOICAL, SAID REV. BERNARD LÄFAYETTE,
SCLC PROGRAM DIRECTOR.

OTHER SCLC SOURCES SAID PUT GENER HAVE ALREADY NET WITH

APPROVAL BUT DETAILS MUST STILL DE DISCUSSED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS

GROUP'S TOP STAFF
THE TRIAL WOULD BE HELD DURING THS STATE TRIAL OF THE LATE

NE ABER'S ALLEGED ASSASSIN, JAMES EARL RAY.
JD# 656AES

• 
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UPI -48
(MOCK)

ATLANTA --THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE NEXT WEEK IS
EXPECTED TO APPROVE PLANS FOR A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS. TENN.
CONVICTING THE NATION FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR.

THE MOCK TRIAL WAS PROPOSED TO THE SCLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN
FEBRUARY. "THE ORGANIZATION IS SYMPATHETIC TO THE IDEA, AND WE'RE GOING

TO DISCUSS IT NEXT WEEK IN DETAIL,"" SAID REV. BERNARD LAFAYETTE,
SCLC PROGRAM DIRECTOR.

OTHER SCLC SOURCES SAID THE GENERAL PLANS HAVE ALREADY MET WITH
APPROVAL BUT DETAILS MUST STILL BE DISCUSSED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS
GROUP'S TOP STAFF.

THE TRIAL WOULD BE HELD DURING THE STATE TRIAL OF THE LATE
NEGRO LEADER'S ALLEGED ASSASSIN, JAMES EARL RAY.

3/1--JD1056AES
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(MOCK) . 
~ . ATLANTA--THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFE:RENCE NEXT WEEK IS 

EXPECTED TO APPROVE PLANS FOR A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS TENN. 
CONVICTING THE NP.TION FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MA~TIN LU!HER KING 
JR• . . . 

THE MOCK TRIAL WAS PROPOSED TO THE SCLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN 
FEBRUARY. "THE ORGANI ZATICN IS SYMPATHETIC. TO THE IDEA, AND WE 'RE GOING 
TO DISCUSS IT NEXT WEEK IN DETAIL," SAID REV. BEP..NARD LAFAYETTE, 
SCLC PROGRAM DIRECTOR. 

OTHER SCLC SOURCES SAID THE GENERAL PLANS HAVE ALREADY t'iET WITH 
APPROVAL BUT DETAILS MUST STILL BE DISCUSSED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
GROUP'S TOP STAFF. . . 

THE TRIAL WOULD BE HELD DURING THE STATE TRIAL OF THE LATE 

J
~ NEGRO LE:ADER 'S ALLEGED ASSASSIN, JAMES EP..RL RAY. 
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UPI 198
(KING TRIAL)

ATLANTA-- AIDES OF THE LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PLAN TO STAGE
A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS, TENN. DURING THE TRIAL OF JAMES EARL RAY TO
"CONVICT" THE NATION AT LARGE OF KING'S ASSASSINATION.

THE REV. JAMES BEVEL WOULD BE CHIEF PROSECUTOR IN THE TRIAL,
WHICH WOULD BE CONDUCTED IN THE MANNER OF BRITISH PHILOSOPHER
BERTRAND RUSSELL'S SWEDISH TRIBUNAL TRIALS OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR VIETNAM WAR POLICIES.

KING'S SOTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE HAS NOT
OFFICIALLY APPROVED THE MOCK TRIAL. HOWEVER, IT WAS EXPECTED TO DO
SO NEXT WEEK, SCLC SOURCES SAID.

THE MOCK TRIAL PROBABLY WOULD LAST FOR ABOUT ONE WEEK AND TAKE PLACE
IN MASON TEMPLE, A LARGE CHURCH ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF MEMPHIS WHERE KING
MADE HIS LAST SPEECH THE NIGHT BEFORE HIS MURDER.

BEVEL AND OTHER SCLC STAFFERS HOPED TO HOLD A LARGE MARCH THROUGH
DOWNTOWN MEMPHIS DURING THE MOCK TRIAL WITH KING'S WIDOW. MRS.
CORETTA KING, AND HIS SUCCESSOR IN SCLC, THE REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY,
LEADING THE MARCHERS.

RAY'S TRIAL ON MURDER CHARGES IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN APRIL 7. IT
HAS BEEN POSTPONED TWICE, ONCE FROM NOV. 12, AND ONCE FROM MARCH 3.

BEVEL BELIEVES RAY SHOULD NOT BE CONVICTED OF THE MURDER UNLESS ALL
THE NATION IS CONVICTED OF IT, ON THE GROUNDS OF RACISM.

2/28--EG814PES
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. _AT~ANT~.--AIDES OF THE LATE DR. MARTIN LUTEER KING JR. PLAN TO ST/I.GE 
A hOC,< TRlAL IN MEMPHIS, TENN. 1 DURING THE TRIAL OF JAMES E/1.RL RAY TO 
"CONVICT" THE NATION AT LARGE uF KING'S ASSASSINATION. 

THE REV. JAMES BEVEL WOULD BE CHIEF PROSECUTOR IN THE TRI AL 
WHICH WOULD BE CONDUCTED IN THE MA.NN'ER OF BRITISH PHILOSOPHER ' 
BERTRAND RUSSELL'S SWEDISH TRIBUNAL TRIALS OF. THE UNITED STATES 

- KING'S SOTHERN CH2ISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE HAS NOT - t FOR VIE TN At~ W AR POL IC IE S • l 
i1 OFFIClALLY APPROVED TEE MOCK TRIAL. HOWEVER, IT WAS EXPECTED TO DO i\ 

JI! so ~~~ 1M6~~KtRi~tc p~8¥.1~I~ ~~0En LAST FOR ABOUT ONE: WEEK AND TAi{E PLACE 
. l IN MASON TE:MPLE, A LARGE CHURCH ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF MEMPHIS Wl-ir:RE KING 

MADE -HIS LA.ST S~FCH THE NIGET i3t::FORE HIS MURDZR. 
BEV~L AND OTHER SCLC STAFFERS P.O?ED TO EOLD A LARGE MARCH THROUGH 

bOWNTOWN MEMPHIS DURING THE MOCK TRIAL WITH KING'S WIDOW 1 MRS. 
C,Q1ETTA KI~G_, AND~~IS SUCCESSOR IN SCLC, THE REV. RP.LPH D. ABERNATHY, 
L::,ADING THt.. r·1ARCHt.KS. . 

RAY'S TRIAL ON MURDER CHP..RGES IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN P.PRIL 7. IT 
EAS BEEN POSTPONED n; IC~,_ ONCE FROM NOV. 1 ?.J. AND ONCE FR01·1 MARCH 3. 

\ 

BEVEL B~LIEVES RAY SHuULD NOT BE CONVIClliD OF THE MURDER UNLESS ALL 
THE NATI ON IS cm.JVICTED OF IT' ON THE GROUNDS OF RACISM. 
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Munkin
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE April4

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Birmingham, Alabama
In Reply, Please Refer to February 27, 1969
File No.

Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

A confidential source of this Bureau who has fur-
nished reliable information in the past advised on February
26, 1969 that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC) held a meeting of its city conveners in Atlanta,
Georgia on February 25, 1969 at the Inter-denominational
Theological Center on Beckwith Street. Source furnished
the following information concerning this meeting.

There were approximately thirty persons in
attendance. A few of these people were SCLC officials from
Atlanta. The majority of the persons present were SCLC city
conveners. However, five of the city conveners were absent.

The meeting lasted from approximately 11:10 a. m.

to 4:45 p.m. and was divided into two sessions. Rev. Andrew

Young, SCLC official, presided in the morning session, and
Rev. T. Y. Rogers, SCLC official, presided at the afternoon
session. Rev. Ralph Abernathy, President of SCLC, spoke, as
well as Rev. Calvin Morris, official of SCLC's Operation Bread

Basket, Chicago, Illinois, and Rev. William Hollins, SCLC

staff member. A discussion was held on observing the anni-
versary of the death of Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 4,
1969.

From April 4 through April 7, 1969 a commemorative

vigil will be held at the United Nations in New York, led
by Rev. Wyatt T. Walker.

On April 4, 1969 parents will be called upon to
keep children out of school all over the United States.

ENCLOSURE

-~~. 

UNIID 'STATES DEPARTMENT OF .TICE ~ V 1!1 \ ~I J?Y 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION :fl V 1'f' 1/ 

Birmingham, Alabama Au 1/ · ... 
In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. · February 27, 1969 -

Re: COM.MUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN­
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

A confidential source of this Bureau who has fur­
nished reliable information in the past advised on February 
26, 1969 that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) held a meeting of its city conveners in Atlanta, 
Georgia on February 25, 1969 at the Inter-denominational 
Theological Center on Beckwith Street. Source furnished 
the following information concerning this meeting. 

There were approximately thirty persons in 
attendance, A few of these people were SCLC officials from 
Atlanta. The majority of the persons present were SCLC city 
conveners. However, five of the city conveners were absent. 

The meeting lasted from approximately 11:10 a.m. 
to 4:45 p.m. and was divided into two sessions. Rev. Andrew 
Young, SCLC official, presided in the morning session, and 
Rev. T. Y. Rogers, SCLC official, presided at the afternoon 
session •. Rev. Ralph Abernathy, President of SCLC, spoke, as 
well as Rev. Calvin Morris, official of SCLC's Operation Bread 
Basket, Chicago, ·Illinois, and Rev •. William Hollins, SCLC 
staff member. A discussion was held on observing the anni­
versary of the death of Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 4, 
1969. 

rl From April .4 through April 7, 1969 a commemorative 
vigil will be held at ·the United Nations in New York, led 
by Rev. Wyatt T. Walker. 

· · On April 4, 1969 parents will be called.upon to 
keep children out of school a11·over the United States. 
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Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION,
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

From 6:00 p.m. through 6:04 p.m. on April 4, people will be
asked across the country to pause and stop all movement dur-
ing the time Rev. King was assassinated. Food chain stores
will be asked to suspend business nationally on April 4.

April 5, 1969 will be designated "National Tag
Day" Contributions will be solicited for Martin Luther
King tags to secure funds for SCLC.

April 6, 1969 will be "Black Easter". People will
be urged to make only necessary purchases, point up poverty
situations in the United States. A pageant is planned for
Chicago by leaders of Operation Bread Basket in which Dr.
King will be symbolicly raised from the dead.

April 7, 1969 through April 12, 1969 will be "Days
of Confrontation", of which Rev. T. Y. Rogers is National
Coordinator. Places of confrontation are to be decided by
local groups in thirty cities where city conveners are sta-
tioned or in other cities which are likely to be riot areas.
SCLC plans to avoid future rioting by confronting injustices
in educational systems, welfare, law enforcement, politics,
militarism, etc. The program will be continued to secure
petitions to have January 15 declared a legal holiday in
honor of Martin Luther King's birthday.

Several SCLC officials have been subpoenaed to
testify in the trial of James Earl Ray. They will not appear,
but Chauncey Eskridge and Jesse Jackson of SCLC will testify.
All other SCLC personnel will stay out of Memphis.

At one point during the program, one of the speak-
ers criticized the leadership of Dr. Abernathy of SCLC and

noted what the organization needed was stronger leadership.
Rev. Abernathy was sitting in. the meeting at this time and

heard the remarks; however, after Rev. Abernathy spoke to
the group, he was strongly and vigorously applauded. Among

other things, he said that SCLC could not live in the dream

of Dr. King alone but that all members of the organization

2

Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRA.TION, 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
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ing the time Rev. King was assassinated. Food chain stores 
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. _Several S-CLC officials have been subpoenaed to 

testify in the trial of James Earl Ray. They will not appear, 

but Chauncey Eskridge and Jesse Jackson of SCLC will testify. 

All other SCLC personnel will stay out of Memphis. 

At one point during the program, one of the spe~k­

ers criticized the leadership of Dr. Abernathy of SCLC and 
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Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION,
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

must have their own thoughts and dreams for the future. He
said that Dr. King organized SCLC and carried out a necessary
program in his time, but if SCLC is to continue to advance,
all of its leaders must keep up with the times and antici-
pate the needs of the future.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.

3*
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must have their own thoughts and dreams for the future. He. 
said that Dr. King organized SCLC and carried out a necessary 
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all of its leaders must keep up with the times and antici­
pate the needs of the future. 
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are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UPI -61
(KING)

ATLANTA --THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IS
MAKING PLANS FOR A "NATIONWIDE CONFRONTATION" BEGINNING APRIL 4,THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHERKING JR.

IN MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT YESTERDAY, KING'S SUCCESSOR, SCLC
PRESIDENT REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY. DESCRIBED THE OCCASION AS A
WEEK-LONG PROGRAM OF "COMMEMORATION AND CONFRONTATION "

THE APRIL 4 PROGRAM WILL PROBABLY INCLUDE PRAYER VIGILS AND
SERVICES FOCUSING ON KING'S DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH IN
MONTGOMERY, ALA. WHERE HE BEGAN HIS CIVIL RIGHTS WORK, ABERNATHY
SAID.

2/26--SW1214PES

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

o-20 (Rev. 7-27-67)' 

I /, ,f:1..fa.AV / 
VJ'f Tplson .;/-

~.._£.✓✓;{JeLoach " 2 _ 

P'- Mohr / >/ .,,.,, -
Bishop t /~Y&J 

r Casper __ _ 
Callahan __ _ 

Conrad-.---,/--
Felt /(,-7'i)­
Gale · 1/"J':-~ f, '•:',,,r" r ~ -,!/ 
Rosen t !)~ 

";iJ .ill . Sullivan _ -~., 
Tavel ___ _ 
Trotter ___ _ 
Tele. Room __ 
Holmes ___ _ 
Gandy ___ _ 

I ,. UPI -61 . . . · . . . . 

. (KING) . 

l ATLANTA--:-THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IS 
ViAKING PLANS FOR A _"NATIONWIDE CONFRONTATION·" BE: GINNING APRIL 4, THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASSASSINATION OF DRo MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. . . . 

IN ~JP.KING THE fl.NNOUNCEMENT YESTERDAY J.. KING'S SUCCESSOR, SCLC PRESIDENT REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY DISCxIBED THE OCCASION AS A WEEK-LONG PROGRAM OF "COMMEMORATI6N AND CONFRONTATION." 

I 
THE APRIL 4 PROGRAM WI LL PROB/I.BLY INCLUDE: PRAYER VIGILS N~D 

SZRVICr.':S FOCUSING ON :<ING 'S DEXT~R AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH IN · MONTGO[£RY, ALA. WHi'.:RE HE BEGAN HIS CIVIL RIGHTS WORK, ABERNATHY f SAID~ t _ 2/26--SW)214PES 

• 

. WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OF

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

OF FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to
File No. Birmingham, Alabama

February 24, 1969

RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

A confidential source of this Bureau who has fur-
nished reliable information in the past reported on
February 24, 1969, that a Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) "Memorial Mobilization Meeting" was held
on February 23, 1969, at the Gaston Motel, Fifth Avenue
North, Birmingham, Alabama. Hosea Williams, Bernard Lee,
Andrew Young, T. Y. Rogers and Stoney Cooks, SCLC employees,
conducted the meeting which touched upon Negro political
representation in Alabama and a march on Montgomery,
Alabama, to be conducted April 4, 1969. This source stated
that the memorial march will be a statewide demonstration
to be conducted at Montgomery, Alabama, on April 4, 1969,
and Negro college students will be encouraged to participate
in this march on the capitol. SCLC intends to complete the
details regarding the march at a meeting which will be held
in Montgomery, Alabama, on March 4, 1969.

A second confidential source of this Bureau who
has furnished reliable information in the past reported on

February 24, 1969, that a meeting sponsored by SCLC was held
at the A. G. Gaston Motel in Birmingham. Hosea Williams
and Andrew Young, SCLC officers, were in charge. There were

representatives from six or seven counties in Alabama. The

main topic of discussion was to prepare for a march on

Montgomery, Alabama, April 4, 1969, to commemorate the
death of Rev. M. L. King, Jr. Another primary topic of
discussion was the planning of an overall movement to be

set up in Alabama to secure better Negro political parti-
cipation inasmuch as Hosea Williams feels that one-third of
the people in public office in Alabama should be black,
according to the population of the state. A series of
programs to deal with this question will be mapped out on

This document contains neither recommendations N.C.

conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBi

and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are

not to be distributed outside your agency.
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nished reliable information in the past reported on 
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Conference (SCLC) "Memorial Mobilization Meeting" was _held 
on February 23, 1969, at the Gaston Motel, Fifth Avenue 
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Andrew Young, T. Y. Rogers and Stoney Cooks, SCLC employees, 
.conducted the meeting which touched upon Negro political 
represen~ation in Alabama and a march on i~ntgomery, 
Alabama, to be conducted April 4, 1969. This source stated 
that the memorial march.will be a statewide demonstration 
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and Negro college students will be encouraged to participate 
in this march on the capitol. SCLC intends to complete the 
details regarding the march at a meeting which will be held 
in Montgomery, Alabama, on March 4, 1969. · 

A second confidential source of this Bureau who 
has furnished reliable information in the past reported on 
February 24, 1969, that a meeting sponsored by SCLC was held 
at the A. G. Gaston Motel in Birmingham. Hosea Williams 
and Andrew Young, SCLC officers, were in charge. There were 
representatives from six or seven counties in Alabama. The 
main topic of discussion was to prepare for a march on 
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

March 8, 1969, at St. Judes Catholic Church in Montgomery,
Alabama. Tommy Wrenn, a subsistence worker for SCLC, spoke
out at this meeting, and using profanity cursed the white
people, calling them rats, etc. He proposed a disruption
in the steel plants in Alabama. He suggested that the steel
workers call in sick on April 4, 1969. He asked all steel
workers to meet with him after the meeting was over. It
was noted that about fifteen Negroes met with Wrenn after
the meeting.

Source advised that also present at this meeting
were Stoney Cooks, SCLC Youth Director, and Dr. J. L.
Cashin, Negro dentist from Huntsville, Alabama, and leader
of the National Democratic Party of Alabama. Peter Hall,
a Birmingham attorney, was present, as well as Fred Gray,
who is from Tuskegee and Montgomery, Alabama. Gray said
he favored this proposed march on Montgomery, but he wanted

to know who would be in charge and exactly what they would
do. He said that the wrong leadership in this matter could
cause trouble.

2*
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March 8, 1969, at St. Judes Catholic Church in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Tommy Wrenn, a subsistence worker for SCLC, spoke 
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FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61)

OF

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

DEAU OF

In Reply, Please Refer to Birmingham, Alabama
File No. February 24, 1969

Title COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Reference Memorandum dated February 24,
1969, at Birmingham, Alabama.

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.
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Miss Holmes

FROM ATLANTA Miss Gandy

COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP

CONFERENCE (SCLC), IS - C.

Driver
RE BIRMINGHAM AND BUREAU TELETYPES FEBRUARY NINETEEN,

SIXTYNINE AND ATLANTA AIRTEL AND LHM TO BUREAU FEBRUARY regass
THIRTEEN SIXTYNINE CAPTIONED RE ABOVE.

R. hong
ON NIGHT FEBRUARY NINETEEN, SIXTYNINE AT ONE THREE EIGHT

SEVEN - R ADVISED HE WAS NOT AWARE AS OF THAT TIME THAT SCLC

HAD FINALIZED ANY SPECIFIC PLANS FOR APRIL FOUR, SIXTYNINE OR

THAT BASIC NATURE OF ACTIVITY CONTEMPLATED FOR APRIL FOUR WAS

DIFFERENT THAN THAT INDICATED IN REBUTEL AND RE LHM. ATLANTA

WILL FOLLOW THIS MATTER AND IMMEDIATELY FORWARD PERTINENT

DETAILS.
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(1) Dep. -

Dep. 4

Asst. Di

Ray Denied MURKIN Admin

Comp.

NewTrial Ext. A

Files
Ray then hired Texas at- Gen. 1

On Appeal
torney Percy Foreman, who Ident.
made a similar agreement

Inspewith Huie, and Foreman ad-
vised Ray to plead guilty. Intell.CINCINNATI, May 10

(AP)-James Earl Ray's ap- The appeals court said ev- Labor
peal of his guilty plea in the idence indicated that Ray Plan.
assassination of civil rights was provided with a case

leader Dr. Martin Luther investigation by Hanes and Spec.
King Jr. was denied today an investigator, and that Train
by the Sixth U.S. Circuit Foreman properly investi-

Legal (
Court of Appeals. gated the Case as well. Both

attorneys were aware of al- TelephThe unanimous decision leged "weaknesses" in the Directoconcluded that the U.S. Dis state's case, the court said.trict Court for the western
Pdistrict of Tennessee was

correct in refusing Ray's
motion for a new trial.

The district court had
said Ray failed to prove that
his defense attorneys, Ar-
thur Hanes and Percy Fore-
man, provided ineffective

ibuledassistance or improper in-
vestigation or that Ray was
induced to plead guilty.

The appeals court said
Ray's testimony at a hearing
before his 1969 guilty plea
made it plain he understood
his actions. H received a
99-year sentence.

Ray had argued that the
attorneys were more inter-
ested in profiting from
books about the case than in
defending him. The judges
said they disapproved of the
fee arrangement between
Ray and the lawyers, but
said it did not prove he did The Washington Post
not receive a good defense.

Washington Star-NewsKing was shot to death on
a motel balcony in Memphis Daily News (New York
on April 4, 1968. Ray was ar- The New York Times
rested in London, England, The Wall Street JournaJune 8, 1968. He is now in
the state prison at Nashville. The National Observer
: While still in England, The Los Angeles Time
Ray hired Hanes, a Birming-
ham, Ala., attorney, to de-
fend him. Ray said that be-
fore their first interview, Date 5-11-76
Hanes made an agreement
with author William Brad-
ford Huie to write a book
and articles about the case
before the trial. The funds
were to go for Ray's legal
fees.

Ray said he fired Hanes
two days before his trial be-
cause he believed Hanes was
more concerned about book
royalties than about a de-
fense.
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CINCINNATI, May 10 
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on April 4, 1968. Ray was ar­
rested in London, England, 
June 8, 1968. He is now in 
the state prison at Nashville. 

While still in England, 
Ray hired Hanes, a Birming­
ham, Ala., attorney, to de­
fend him. Ray said that be­
fore their fir§t interview, 
Hanes made an agreement 
with author William Brad­
ford Huie to write a book 
and articles about the case 
before the t:· al. The funds 
were to go or Ray's legal 
fees. . ~ 

Ray said e .fired Hanes 
two days bef e his trial be­
cause he believed Hanes was 
more concerned about book 
royalties than about a de­
fense. 

• (1) 

MURKIN 

Ray then hired Texas at­
torney Percy Foreman, who 
made a ~greement 
with Huie, and Foreman ad­
vised Ray to plead guilty, 

The appeals court said ev­
idence indicated that Ray 
was provided with a case 
investigation by Hanes and 
an investigator, and that 
Foreman prop~ investi­
,gated the ~s well. Both 
attorneys were aware of al­

ed '"t.ifelldli!ll!es" tn tile 
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Ray Again Fails in Retrial Effort Legal Coun.

Plan. & Eval.CINCINNATI - James Earl Ray, the confessed
assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who now claims Rec. Mgnt.
he is innocent, today lost his latest attempt to change Spec. Inv.
his guilty plea and stand trial. TrainingThe U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, in a unani-
mous 3-0 ruling, decided that Ray had intelligently and Telephone Rm.

voluntarily pleaded guilty to killing the civil rights Director Sec'y
leader and had received competent legal advice.

King was assassinated April 4, 1968, in Memphis,Tenn. Ray, who pleaded guilty to first degee murder
on March 10, 1969, is now serving a 99-year sentence at
the Tenneesee State Prison in Nashville.

Ever since entering the guilty plea, Ray has been
seeking to withdraw that plea and to stand trial.

In The Washington Post

Washington Star-News A-7
Daily News (New York)

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times
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he is innocent, today lost his latest attempt to change 
his guilty plea and stand trial. 
· The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, in a unani­

mous 3-0 ruling, decfded that Ray had intelligently and 
voluntarily plead'ed guilty to kHling the civil rights 
leader and had received competent legal advice. 

King was assassinated April 4, 1968, in Memphis, 
Tenn. ~ay, who pleaded guilty to first de gee murder 
on March 10, 1969, is now serving a 99-year sentence at 
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This is the second of two articles written by John M. ident.Crewdson and based on reporting by Mr. Crewdson, Ben A.
Franklin, Nicholas M. Horrock and Martin Waldron.

Inspection

Special to The New York Times der of the Committee to Inves-
Jan.

the case, also without

Quiron

Intell
WASHINGTON 1-Most tigate Assassinations, who is Laboratory

of the theories of a conspiracy being now Mr. Ray's chief counsel, Plan. a Eval.
surrounding the assassination

able to establish any asserted in a recent interview
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

evidence of a conspiracy. that if a new trial were granted
Spec. Inv.

But even without access to he could present a case that TrainingKing Jr. on April 4, 1968, are Government files, which remain Mr. Ray was nowhere nearbound by a common thread- Legol Coun.largely closed, or to Mr. Ray, the Memphis motel at the time
the view that unnamed "inter- who refused to be interviewed, of the assassination. Telephone Rm.
ests," southern, reactionary The Times found puzzling gaps Mr. Ray had previously told Director Sec'yand white, had sensed in Dr. and inconsistencies in the his lawyers that he had been

King's increasingly militant
evidence so far made public outside a rooming house adja-
by the F.B.I., the Justice De-|cent to the motel when Dr.civil rights activities a new partment and other agencies. King was killed, although heeconomic and political threat Even some Justice Depart- had not known of the murderthat precipitated his murder at ment lawyers have been so at the time.

their hands. concerned that someone possib- The Tennessee prosecutors
A second common thread has ly involved in the assassination produced a witness, Charles Q.

been the skepticism of many
may have gone unpunished that Stevens, who placed Mr. Ray
they have twice tried to induce inside the house at the timeover the intervening seven hte conviceted killer, Mr. Ray, the shot struck Dr. King-a Cregaryears that James Earl Ray, a to tell whalt he knows to a shot he said he had heard but

smail-time holdup man with a Federal grand juhy. had not seen-fired from the
reputation for bumbling bad Testimony Refused boarding house bathroom.
luck and a long string of jail On both occasions, first in Mr. Stevens later asked for,
sentences, could by himself 1971 and again last year, Mr but did not receive, the $100,-
have planned and carried out Ray, who has privately main-

000 reward offered for infor-
mation leading to the convic-both the crime and an escape tained that he was but an un

that stretched over fou: coun- witting part of a larger plot
tion of Dr. King's murderer.

tries and two months before against Dr. King's life, sent
The reward that has never been

word to the Justice Department paid to anyone.
he was finally captured in

through his lawyers that he Conspirators' NamesLondon. would not testify. Mr. Fensterwald said that his
Charges that Mr. Ray had Mr. Ray's lawyers concede efforts to gain an acquittal fornot acted alone began to that their client may, as the Mr. Ray probably would not

mount almost from the moment Justice Department suspected, iproduce the names of any co-
that Dr. King, his spinal cord have "some knowledge" con-iconspirators. His client, Mr.
severed by a hollow-nosed rifle cerning the involvement of oth- Fensterwald said, "has no in-

builet, died in the emergency
ers in the shooting, but they terest in solving the crime."
say that his refusal to- talk Several officials and former The Washington Postroom where he had been taken stems from his fear of reprisals officials of the Justicefrom the Lorraine Motel, in Depart-from co-conspirators. Such re- ment's Civil Rights Division

Washington Star-News
downtown Memphis, Tenn. prsals. they add, could easily which was given the responsi- Daily News (New York)

According to officials and be carried out inside the walls bility for investigating the mur- The New York Times
former officials of the Justice of the Tennessee State Peniten- der almost from the moment it
Department and Federal Bureau tiary in Nashville, where the occurred, have become increas- The Wall Street Journal

47-year-old Mr. Ray is serving ingly convinced over the lastci Investigation, the bureau has The National Observera 99-year sentence. seven years that Mr. Ray, de-checked out various assertions Although Mr. Ray pleaded spite his protests, was Dr. The Los Angeles Times
of such a conspiracy that have guilty in a 144-minute pro for-iKing's assassin.
come 10 its attention and has ma proceeding on March 10, And even those officials who
found virtually all to be with- 1969, he attempted to retract doubt Mr. Ray's sole responsi-that plea within a few days bility attributed their beliefs Date 1-2-76out substance. A team of

saying it had been made under to "hunches" and "gut feel-New York Times reporters undue pressure from his law ings," not to hard evidence.
spent six weeks investigating yer, Percy Foreman of Houston. In 1971 and in 1974, partiyMr. Ray now has before the because of their own doubts

United States Court of Appeals and partly in response to the
for the Sixth Circuit a motion unofficial appeals by Mr. Fen-
for a new trial. sterwald, Civil Rights Division

Mr. Bernard Fensterwald Jr. officials sifted and the
a Washington lawyer and foun mass of evidence-enough to
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packing crates-gath that conclusion is reinforced byered by the F.B.I. during its tention that Raoûl had joined ment connections.
this story to defense lawyersintensive 1968 hunt, for Dr. that he W

him in Room 58, which, as But according to the 1972
"set up" to take

King's killer. "John Willard," he had rent edition of Cartridges of thethe blame the killings by a half.hour earlier, is called /orld by Frank C. Barnes, aBut after these investigations a mysterio French Canadian to question by the failure large quantity of surplus milita-
turned up nothing substantially named Raoul. anyone, including Mrs. Frank rv 30-06 cartridges of the type
new, and in light of Mr. Ray's Mr. Ray's story has changed Brewer, the rooming house found in the bundle had, by
persistent refusal to talk about over the years, and parts of it ager, to recall having been 1968, been commercially avail-
possible - conspirators, a are demonstrably untrue, but asked by a stranger for the able in this country for some
number of Justice Department its essence is that he first en- room in which "Mr. Williard' years.
lawyers felt more convinced countered the man in a Mon- was registered. While there is no conclusive
that before that he had acted treal bar a few months after Apart from the doubtful proof that Mr. Ray killed Dr.
alone. his escape from the Missouri story of Raoul, no independent King-no one reports having

Last summer, for example prison at Jefferson City on evidence of Mr. Ray's involve- seen him or anyone else fire
the Rev. Dr. Ralph David Aber- April 23, 1967. ment in a conspiracy has turned the fatrl shot-a rifle of the
nathy, Dr. King's successor as He spent most of the year up in seven years, and the rec- type used in the assassination
head of the Southern Christian between his escape and the jord of his movements before was found shortly afterward-
Leadership Conference, and King assassination, Mr. Rayland after the killing of Dr. King outside the rooming house and
Dick Gergory, the comedian, says, working for Raoul, whom includes his securing for himself Mr. Ray's fingerprnts were on
who has become interested in the Canadian authorities have such things as the rifle and it.
assassination conspiracies, never found and whom patrons a bogus Canadian passport. He had
asked Stanley Pottinger, head at the Neptune Bar, where Mr. indisputably pur-which would more logically
of the Civil Rights Division, Ray says the two men con-

chased the rifle, and three hours
have been provided by co-con-

ducted their initial business,
before the murder, rented a

to re-examine the two most spirators.
persistent conspiracy reports. do not remember, just as they

room in the house. Immediately

Re-Evaluation do not remember Mr. Ray.
Still, the suspicion of a con- after the shooting, he fled from

spiracy persists in the minds Memphis to Canada, England,
'Arms Sale' PlannedBut the Justice Department of many, from Harold Weis- Portugal and back to England

is re-evaluating several aspects It was Raoul, Mr. Ray has berg, the former Maryland before he was captured.
of the case that have aroused said, who induced him to pur- chicken farmer who has styled There remain, however, some
the most interest and concern, chase a .30-06 rifle at a Bir- himself an "independent inves- perplexing questions about the

including two claims by indi mingham sporting goods shop tigator" of several recent Ray case that make many of
viduals that they had been part and carry it to Memphis in his assassinations, to the former those familiar with its detail
of or knew about the effort to white Mustang, also financed high-ranking Justice Depart- reluctant to conclude that Mr.
kill Dr. King. by Raoul. The weapon, Mr. Ray ment official who recently re- Ray was a lone assassin. As

The first was the assertion says, was to be shown to pro- flected on the evidence and :one former Justice Department

of Robert Byron Watson, a spective customers in an arms decided that Mr. Ray was llawyer who worked on the case
sale.former employee of an Atlanta "probably not a solo." typically remarked, "The other

art gallery that he had over- Mr. Ray told his first lawyer, Although there is some basis assassinations made sense in a

heard his employers plotting Arthur Hanes Sr., the former for such suspicions, they have kind of mad way-the James

to kill Dr. King a few days be- Birmingham Mayor, that he was been founded in large part on Earà Ray thing never made any

fore the assassination. instructed by Raoul on the misinformation. and confusion sense."
afternoon of April 4, 1968, to over erroneous "facts" picked Foremost among the-myster-

The second was the asser- check into the rooming house
tion of a convicted confidence jup after the King killing and ies are Mr. Ray's motives for

opposite the Lorraine Motel. He
man, Clifford H. Andrews, that passed on over the years, gain- suddenlv leaving a girlfriend

said he was eventually joined
he had been part of a conspir-

ing a kind of credence through and offers of a bartending job
by the Canadian, who asked repitition. in Los Angeles in March, 1968

acy to kill Dr. King, for which him to leave the rifle and wait A principal example is the to drive across the country to
he had been promised, but had in a downstairs bar.
never received, $200,000. Be- belief, widely held, that the kill Dr. King.

Mr. Hanes recalled in a recent
cause he was double-crossed, Federal Government uncovered The Justice Department is ad-

telephone conversation that Mr. some early evidence of a con- dressing this question, but the
Mr. Andrews was reported to

Ray had said he had done as
have said, he was willing to spiracy that it subsequently evidence it has assembled is

he was asked, but growing
name the other conspirators !suppressed. That belief was contradictory. There are some

restive, had stepped out of the prompted by the warrant, ob- indications that Mr. Ray was a
in return for various consider-
ations, including immunity bar in time to see Raoul tained by the Justice Depart- virulent racist with a particular

running
from prosecution and an un-down the stairs to the street, ment for Mr. Ray's arrest three antagonism toward Dr. King,

where he dropped the rifle and weeks after the King assassina- and other signs that he was a
described sum of money.

Mr. Ray's other belongings and tion, which charged that he had nonviolent man who neither
The Civil Rights Division conspired in the killing with a liked nor detested blacks and

concluded in a memorandum climbed into the Mustang.
Mr. Ray, who insists that he man "whom he alleged to be had no particular feeling about

sent recently to Attorney Gen-
had no knowledge of Dr. King's his brother." Dr. King.

eral Edward H. Levi that
neither the Watson nor An- murder until he heard about it Conspiracy Alleged

Oddities of Case

drews report warrants a re- on a car radio sometime later, Since ordinary murder is not The F.B.I., one former official

opening of the King investiga- said he drove off with Raoul in a Federal crime, the Justice said, did not address the ques-

tion. and Mr. Fensterwald, Mr. the back seat, hidden by a bed-
Department was able to claim tion of motive, nor was it

sheet. After four blocks, Mr. jurisdiction only "particularly" puzzled at the
Ray's lawyer, agreed in a recent in the case
interview that both men ap- Ray said, Raoul jumped out of

the care and vanished and Mr. by alleging the existence of time about the oddities of the
the

peared to be withuot credibility. a conspiracy to violate Dr. case. One of these was

Ray continued on to Mississippi.
Third Assertion King's civil rights, and the war- discovery that Mr. rifle,

Mr. Ray is reported to have rant charging Mr. Ray with when abandoned, contained
The Justice Department, de- since changed his story, main- that offense was obtained on only one empty cartridge in the

spite its findings in the Watson taining without elaboration that the strength of his statement chamber and none in the four-
and Andrews matters, is none- he was some distance from the to the Birmingham sporting round clip. That would suggest
theless looking into a third rooming house when the fatal

goods clerk that he was pur- that assassination had been

such assertion involving a shot struck Dr. King, but the
chasing a rifle in anticipation a one-shot, all-or-nothing prop-

group of visitors to an Atlanta discrepancies between elements of a hunting trip with his osition-risky at best for an

jail who purportedly were over- of either version and the facts "brother." experienced rifeman, much

heard, six months before the cast doubt on the story in its
Much speculation has also more so for Mr. Ray, whose

assassination, attempting to entirety. centered on how Mr. Ray ob- skill at shooting was evidenced
solicit the help of inmates in For one thing, none of the tained the five military. car only by an Army marksman-

arranging for Dr. King's mur- patrons gathered that afternoon
tridges found in the bundle ship medal.

der. in Jim's Grill, a bar on the
dropped outside the Memphis Nor is there a convincing ex-

While Justice officials see ground floor of the rooming rooming house, with the impli- pranation why Mr. Ray-if the

Mr. Ray's refusal to talk as the house, were able to recall for cation that he might have been killer was Mr. Ray-dropped
most significant indication of F.B.I. agents the rifle and his other belong-

resembling Mr. Ray.
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· Dick Gergory, the comedian, I say~, work!ng for Ra<?ul, whom 1:ncludes his securmg for himself Mr. Ray's fmgerpmts were on 
. who has become interested in the Canadian authorities have jsuch things as the rifle and 'it. , 
assassination · c_onspiracies, never found and whom patrons a _bogus Canadian . passport.· He- had indisputably pur­
asked Sta_nl_ey ~ottingei:, _h_ead at the_ Neptune Bar, where l\Ir. )which would _more logically chased the rifle, and ~e hours 
of the CIVIi Rights D1v1s1on, I Ray says !he. t~v_o men. con- 'have been provided by co-con- : before the murder, rented a 
to ~e-examine t~e two most ducted their imti~l ~usmess, spirators. . 'room in the house. Immediately 
persistent conspJTacy reportsl do not remember, Just as they Still, the suspicion of a con- after the shooting; he fled from 

Re-Evaluation · do not remember Mr. Ray. spiracy persists in the minds Memphis to Canada, England, 
~ut the Justice Departmen 'Arms Sale' Planned of many, from Harold Weis- Portugal and back to England 

is re-evaluating several aspect~ It was Raoul, Mr. Ray has be'.g, the former Maryland , before he was captured. . 
o.f the case that have aroused said, who inducC? him to p1.;r- c~cken fan,1;1_er who has ~tyled ! Ther~ main, ~owever, some 
·the most interest and concern chase a .30-.06 nf!e at a Bir- h_1mself an mdependent mves-

1
perplexm1 questions about the 

including two claims by indi ming ham sporting_ goods shop t1gato~" . of several recent ; Ray case that make many of 
viduals that they had been part and carry it to Memphis in his a~sassma~10ns, to. the former jthose familiar with its detail 
of or knew about ·the effort to white Mustang, al~o financed h1gh-ran~i~g Justice Depart- :reluctant to conclude th~t Mr. 
k'II Dr King by Raoul. The weapon, Mr. Ray ment offic1al who re~ently re- 1Ray was a lone assassm. As 
I 

1 
· . · s ertion says, was to be shown· to pro- flec_ted on the evidence and :one former Justice Department 

The first was 
th

ew\ s spective customers in an arms decided that Mr. Ray was I lawyer who worked on the case 
of. Robert Byron a son, a sale. "probably not a solo." ,typicallv remarked, "The other 

!0
~er/mP

1
fi;e: ~~ a;at"t~~~~~ Mr. Ray told his first lawyer,' Although there is some basis :assassinations made sense in a· 

hr ~a ;.ry em~loyer~ plotting Arthur Hanes Sr., the former for such suspicions, they have '.hind of ma_d way-the James 
t ea{ 11 D~s Kino- a fe;. da~s be- !3irmingham Mayor, that he was be_e'.1 found~ in large part _on _Ea.ti ~~y thmg never made any 
0 1 

· 0
• • - mstructed by Raoul on ,the m1smformat10n. and confus10n , sense. . . . 

fore the assassmatwn. · afternoon of April 4, 1968, to over erroneous "facts" picked I Foremost among ~ ster-1 
1_ The second _was the _asse.r; check into the rooming house iUP after the King killing and\ies are Mr. R~y's mot!ves_ for: 
t10n of _a convicted confidenc: opposite the Lorraine Motel. m, ,passed on over the years, gain- ·suddenlv leavmg a gi'.lfn~d 
r:1an, Chfford H. Andrews, th_a, said he was eventually joined ,ing a kind of credence through and offers of a _bartendmg J~b 
!le had b_een part_ of a cons~ir- by the Canadian, who asked •repitition. in Lo_s Angeles m March, 1908 

1 acy to kill Dr. K11:g, for wluch him to leave the rifle and wait I A principal example is the to dnve ~cross the country !O 
,he had bee!1 pn.,mised, but had in a downstairs bar. · \belief, widely held, that the kill Dr. Ki~g. . 
!never received, $200,000. Be- Mr. Hanes recalled in a recent 'Federal Government uncovered Th~ Justi~e Depar:tment is ad-

I 
cause he was double-crossed, telephone conversation that Mr. I some early evidence of a con-! dr~ssmg t~1s question, but t~e 
Mr. An~rews was rep?~ed to Ray had said he had done as rspiracy that it subsequently ev?denc~ it has assembled IS 

have said, he was will!ng to he was asked but, growing I suppressed That belief was l•contrad1ctory. There are Some 
~ame the other. consp1r~~ors resf.ive, had st~pped out of the prompted by the warrant ob-[, indications ~hat ~1r. Ray ~as a 
in return for v~nous _cons1d~r- .. . ~ . ,,i1itained b the Justice De' art-i'virulent racist with a part1c1:1Iar 
ations, inclu~mg 1mmumtybar in time to ~ee Rao,11 runnm,, 1 :ment ro/Mr. Ray•~ arrest -&ree I antagonism . tow1rd Dr. Kmg, 
frvm prosecutwn and an un-down the stairs dto hrhe_ .rreea, ;weeks after the King assassina_ .. and other signs that he 1w_as a. · 
described sum of money. ,,vhere h; droppe t e '.It e an /•tion which charged that h,., had .nonYiolent man who neither. 

, I. The Civil Rights Division

1

~r rad? ft\~e b{{~~t~i~:s an ,con;pired in the killing with a liked nor ~~teredf bf!icks bani1 
'concluded in a memorandum c im e m O 

• • t th th ,man "whom he alleged to be had n? par,icu ar ee mg a ou 1 
sent recently to Attorney Gen- Mr. Ray, whg ms? J :, ,e

1 

'his brother!' - i Dr. Kmg. . 
. er~! Edward H. Levi thatl'had go kn~1lh g~ 0ard r;bo~gi~ Conspiracy Alleoed _ 1 Oddities of Ca.,e . 
neither the Watson nor An- mur er un 1 . e e • 0 ! former official· 
drews report warrants a re- on a car radio som_etime lat~r, Since ordinary murder is noJ '.fhe rB.r., one e the ues~ 
opening of the King investiga- said he drove off with Rao_ul m a Federal crime, the Justice· S!3-i-d, did not _addr ~~r wis it 
tion and Mr. Fensterwald, Mr. the back seat, hidden by a bed- Department .was able to claim t1on _of mo,~ive,uzzled at the 
Ray;s lawyer, agreed in a recent sheet. _After fou: blo~ks, ['1\ jurisdiction in the case only: "_part1c~la~yth poddities of the 
interview that -both men ap-·Ray said, Raoul J_umpe _ou o by alleging the existence of ·time a ou e e e was the 
peared 'to be withuot credibility. the care. and vamshMed_ a!1d. M~. a conspiracy to violate Dr. c'.1-se. One hoft £2r s...,_,,,s rifle 
I . Ray continued on to 1ss1ss1pp1. King's civil rights, and the war- .discovery t a . . "~ . ,.. ,_ 
1 Third Assertion Mr. Ray is re~orted to ha_ve rant charging, Mr. Ray with. when aba.,doned, . con\~~~ 

The Justice Department, de- since changed his story, mam- that offense was obtained on' only one empty ca~ritlge f r 
spite its findings in the Watson taining without elaboration that the strength of his statement chamber and none m

1
Jhe oust 

and Andrews matters, is no~e-. he was some distance from the to the .Birmingham sporting round clip. Th~t w_ou s~gifeeen 
theless looking i'.1to a. third rooming house wh_en the fatal goods clerk that he was pur- lthat th~assassmatwnh?a _ 
such assertion mvolvmg a shot struck Dr. Kmg, but the chasing a rifle in anticipation a one-shot, all-or-not mg prop 
group of visitors to an Atlanta discrepancies between eleJ?entslof a hunting trip with hislositio!1-risky ~t be5t for "h 
jail who purportedly were over- of either version and the _fa<:ts "brother." expenenced nfema_:1, :ii~~~ 

\

heard, six months before ihe_ cast doubt on th~ story m its Much speculation has aiso ·more. so for_ Mr. R"y,_d · ced 
assassination, attempting ~o entirety. centered on bow Mr. Ray ob- I skill at shooting was e'\_'.!;a~­
solicit the help of inmates m · For one thing, none of the tained the five militarv_ cH-·' only by an Anny mar "' 
I arranging for Dr. King's mur- patrons gathi:red that afternoon tridges found in the bundle j' s_hip m~dal. vincino- ex­
; der. . · in Jim's Grill, a bar on !he dropped outside the Memphis Nor_is there a con . ·.'!the 
i Whil.~, Justic~ of~J<:~a!s _ ~ee ground floor of the room.11'._~g house, with the im~11I'l'JtJon why Mr. ~~!~--'~ed 
, Mr. Rays reru~d1 to ta1r. a:s d1e house, were ab!~ to recall re, cation that he might have been I killer_ was Mr: Rahy=<;;ot~,, 
!most significam indication of F.B.1- a,;:ents havmg"'Sa"lmnan · Jthe nfle and !us ot er e 0. o· 

- . ·!resembling Mr. Ray. ''------- -~ 
;v.;oo:;aw:•••N<!lt('.. u;q;::;_w,;ib\ilt,;!lli1it\v~-,•,ll,,J,kR~~ 

-~qi:,, .. ·--i'""'?"""'"""""~~~~~,~~:·""'·~-\JAJI. @,.,...: ),ic,,i'!'""'~ ~ . . ' . . . . , • . . . . . . 
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Angs on the street in full view
in front of the rooming house, in A Inevd's name when he the recesses of therather than secreting them up- of assassins-Lee Harwas arrested at London's James Earl Ray.stairs or tossing them out a and Sirhan B. SirHeathrow Airport on June 8,

Unless Mr. Ray eventuallywindow. em-whose motiv
The F.B.I. concluded that 1968: decides to cooperate with the come progressively

dropping the rifle on the street, There are a number of simi-
Justice Department and has death, silence or histsome pertinent information Aswhere it was found by a Mem- onelar questions, each in itself per to offer once he mounts the put it with a shrug

former I
phis policeman within seven haps explicable as the resült of witness stand, his name appears day, "There areminutes, was simply typical of sluck or happenstance, but to- destined to remain among the who wonder about IMr. Ray's career as a bungler. gether the substance of a ranks of the other American Booth."He had previously been ar- deeper mystery.
rested after having fallen out For example, why did Mr.
of a getaway car onto the Ray exchange after one day the
street, having run headlong into first gun he purchased from the
a blind alley and having Birmingham gun shop, obtain-
dropped his bankbook, com- ing a more powerful expensive
plete with name and address, weapon, when the first would
at the scene of a crime. have served his purpose equally

well?
Escape a Mystery But there are larger ques-Other anomalies abound. The tions, and one of the most sigdetails of Mr. Ray's escape nificant is how Mr. Ray, afrom the Missouri penitentary stranger to Memphis who had

are unclear. And no one can arrived there less than 24 hours
explain why the "wanted" before Dr. King was killed, was
flyer issued routinely after his able to learn that the black
absence was discovered con- leader was staying at the Lor-
tained examples of fingerprints raine Motel.
that were not his. Although it has been widelyNor is there a convincing reported that the Memphis
explanation of how Mr. Ray, newspapers of April 4 carried
after making his way by bus articles to that effect, and even
from Atlanta to Toronto, se- photographs of him standing on
cured the aliases Paul Bridg- the balcony outside his room,
man and Ramon George Sneyd. no such articles or photographs
They were residents of the appeared until April 5, the dayToronto area who bore a re- after Dr. King was shot.
semblance to Mr. Ray, who was Source of Fundscarrying a Canadian passport But the central question-the

one on which the theory of any
conspiracy turns and for which
the F.B.I. candidly admits it has
no answer - where Mr. Ray
obtained the thousands of dol-
lars he used to finance his trav-
els through at least five coun-
tries, his i $2,000 Mustang, his
$500 rifle and his habit of
spending long hours in bars.

One Justice Department offi-
cial said recently, "We simply
don't know how he got his
money." But he noted that Mr.
Ray's robbery of a London sav-
ings bank four davs before his
arrest seemed to be an indica-
tion that he was not being sup-
plied with funds by other con-
spirators.

The F.B.I. investigated again
all unsolved bank robberies at
the time of Dr. King's murder
but was not able to link Mr.
Ray to any of them. The bureau
theorizes, but cannot prove,
that he sustained himself with
other small robberies in the
United States.

There are many more unan-
swered questions, but the clues
to their solution lie not in
the files of the F.B.I., but in

'~'nis nn_:._!be street in. full v!ewl ~-:~---. . I . ; ·- 1 

/iii fr6nt of th'e TO?/ID.!l.~, .. h@se, m .r. neyd's name w!icn l!e't~~-~ces.ses of the : of,assassins-Lee ·Harvey ,.15 •

1 lrar~er than :e~retmg them UP.· 1was. rrested at London•7Tan~esEarlRay. /and Sirhan B. Sirhan a;~/ 
f statr'i. ut to~sm_g them out :i\!Heatnrow Airport on June 8,: ~nless ~lr. Ray eve_ntually. them-whose motives •,vill he~ 
!window. 11968_ idec1?es to cooperate wah the come proorcssively clouded bv 
II The F.B.I. concluded that II · . . . 1Just1ce Department and has :death, sile~ce or histo -
,:!rapping the rifle on the street,, There are a number of s1m1-1some pertinent information I As one former Ffli · t ' 

!where it _was found_ b~ a Mem- ;la_r questi?ns, each in itsel~ per-,ro_ offer once ~e mounts t_he'put it with a shrug· th~ ~-~~~r f 
,phis pohcemal'! w1thm . seven 1 haps explicable as· the result of w1t~_ess stand, his_ name appe~rs day, "There are still JX?ople ! 
I minutes, was simply typical of lluck or happenstance, but to- des,med to remain among. tne, who wonder about kh~ ':'..':!!r.es : 
Mr. Ray's career as a bungler. gether the subst<!nce of a ranks of the other Amencan .Booth." 

0 
• 1 

He had previously been ar-1 deeper mystery. \ 
rested after having fallen out I For example, why did Mr. 
of a getaway car onto . the I ~ay exchange after one day the 
street having run headlong mto I first gun he purchased from the 
a . blind alley and having f~irmingham gun ~hop, obtain~ 
dropped · his bankbook, com- png a more powerful. expensive 
plete with name ancl address, I weapon, when the first would 
at the scene of a crime. have served his purpose equally 

E M st"'ry well? · · scape a Y - • But there are larger ques-
Other anomalies abound. The tions, and one of the most sig~ 

details of Mr. Ray's _ escape nificant is how Mr. Ray, · a 
from the Missouri pemtent"ary stranger to Memphis who had 
are unclear. And no one can arrived there less than 24 hours 
explain why the "wanted" before Dr. King was killed, was 
fiver issued routinely after his able to learn that the black 
absence was discovered con- leader was staying at the Lor-
tained examples of fingerprints raine Motel. · · 
that were not his. . Although it has been widely 

Nor is there a convincing reported that the. Memphis 
explanation of how Mr. Ray, newspapers of April 4 carried 
after making his way by bus articles to that effect, and even 
from Atlanta to Toronto, se- photographs of him standing on 
cured the aliases Paul Bridg- the balcony outside his room, 
man and Ramon George Sneyd. no such articles or'photographs 
They were residents of the appeared until April 5, the day 
Toronto area who bore a ,re- after Dr. King was shot. . 
semblance to Mr. Ray, who was Source of Funds 
carr1ing a Canadian pass'bort B t th t 

I 
t· · the ,· · -~, u. e cen ra ques 10n-

·1 !one on which the theory of any 
i !conspiracy turns and for which 

•J the F.B.I. candidlv admits it has 
. no answer- is where Mr. Ray 

obtained the thousands of dol­
lars ·he used to finance his trav­
els through at least five coun­
tries, his ; $2,000 Mustang; his : 
$500 rifle and his habit of 
spendi11g long hours in bars. 

One Justice Department offi­
cial. said recently, "We simply 
don't know how be got his 
money.'' But he 110te_d that Mr. 
Ray's robbery of a London sa~­
ings bank four days before his 
arrest seemed to be an indica­
tion- that. he was not being sup- , 
plied with funds by other con- · 
spirators. . · . ' 

The F.B.I. investigated agam 
all unsolved ·bank robberies at 
the time of Dr. King's murder 
but was not able to link Mr. 
Ray to any of them. The bureau 
theorizes, but · cannot prove, 
that he sustained himself with 
other small robberies in'. thej 
United States. . 
. There are many more unan-1-

swered questions, but the clues' 
to t~:~ :;.:,mtion J:e not., !Ii' 
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Study of Dr. King's Death Gen. Inv.
Ident.

Finds No Links to F.B.I Inspection
Intell.

Laboratory
This is the first of two articles on renewed ques- Plan. & Evol.

tions about the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Spec. Inv.Luther King Jr. It was written by John M. Crewdson and
Trainingis based on reporting by Mr. Crewdson, Ben A. Frank.

Legal Coun.lin, Nicholas M. Horrock and Martin Waidron.
Telephone Rm.

Special to The New York Times

Director Sec'yWASHINGTON, Dec. For agency that could prosecut
nearly eight years the assas if evidence warranted. Withi
sination of the Rev. Dr. Martinidays, the Justice Department
Luther King Jr. has puzzled Civil Rights Division open
many private citizens and even an examination-the first eve
some Government officials who -of the 96-volume archive th
were skeptical that James Earl F.B.I. had compiled on Dr. Kin)
Ray, an escaped ex-convict About the same time, T
with no obvious antipathy to New York Times began its ow
ward the black civil rights lead- inquiry into the case. Althoug Engater. had been the lone assassin, limited by Mr. Ray's refusal
despite Mr. Ray's own admis- talk with reporters and by lac
sion of guilt in court. of access to the still-classifie

Last month when the Senate Justice Department and F.B.
Select Committee on Intel- files, reporters investigate
ligence disclosed that the Fed- many questions about M
eral Bureau of Investigation Ray's possible motives, mov
had carried out a secret six- ments, money and connection
year effort to discredit Dr. King and the activities of the F.B pricepublicly, questions were sud- After numerous interviev
denly being asked in official over six weeks with prese
quarters: Might the F.B.I. itself and former officials of t
have been involved in some Justice Department and E
way in the murder of Dr. King F.B.I., lawyers and others fan
at a Memphis motel on April liar with the case, The Tim
4, 1968? found no evidence that wou

The Washington Post
Pressure for an investigation implicate the F.B.I. either

rectly or indirectly in the killin Washington Star-Newsof the F.B.I.'s harassment of
Dr. King was immediate. The Sources familiar with the Daily News (New York)
Senate committee considered vestigation by the Senate-cell The New York Times
extending its own investigation committee asserted that th The Wall Street Journal
but decided to leave it to some The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

Date 1-1-70
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quarters: Might the F.BJ. itself and former officials of tJ 
have been involved in some 1Justice Department and t­
way in the murder of Dr. KinglF.B.I.,.lawycrs and others fan 
at a Memphis motel on ApriJlliar with the case, The Tim 
4, 1968? . l!oun? no evidence th~t wo~ 

Pressure for an investigation :1mphcate_ t~e F.B.!. e1th~r .. 
of the F.B.I.'s harassment of rectly or md1rectly m the ktllm 
lnr. Kina was immediate. Thei Sources familiar with the 1 Senate 

0

committee ·considered: vestigation by the Sen&"tz-.reLi__,. 
e;,,.-tendino- hs own investi"ation

1
1comm:ttee asserted that th' 0. 0 

.but decided to leave it to somei 

Dep. AD Adm.·_ 

Dep. AD Im,. _ 
Ant. Dir.: 

Admln. ___ _ 

Comp. Syu. _ 

Ext. Affoirs 

Gen. Inv. 

ldenf. ---r½+.­

lnspe ction 
lntell. L- · ' 

. ./ Loborolory · w~ Pion. & Evol. _ n ' V Spec. l,:iv. -\Jr Troinin1 __ _ 
Legal Coun. __ 

Telephone Rm. _ 
Director.Sec'y __ 

The Washington Post _____ _ 
Washington Star-News ____ _ 
Daily News !New York) ___ _ 
The New York Times ---1-/---
The Y.'all Street Journal ____ _ 
The N~tional Observer ____ _ 
The Los Angeles Times ___ _ 

Date_,__/_· ,4.-/ __ "7r-.__,.._~ -

I 
t ; 
I 

-s 
d 
f 
i 
t 

. r 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



had found ,no evidence of F.E.I. 96-volume file that caused them
complicity in the position of any F.B.f. proposal,

view is the question of Wether
the animosity evidence

like it was going out-of-style,"
the King file they had exam- made March or early
ined. April 1968, to point out to Edgar Hoover, the late

the man said, and another re-

The Justice Department's re- friendly "media sources" in director, and other high bureau
tired F.B.I. official, also closely

officials toward Dr. King created-
involved with the investigation,

examination of the -case con- Memphis that Dr. King, the
tinues. But J. Stanley Pottinger, country's foremost integration-

a climate within the bureau
echoed that contention.

head of the Civil Rights Divi- ist, had taken a room there that resulted in an investigation
"This is a case," he said,

of his death that was not thor-
'where we went all out. We

sion, said in an interview that la few days earlier at the ex
so far his inquiry had turned

ough and expeditious enough.
followed not only the leadswhite-owned Rivermont Motel A number of former F.B.I.
that were logical or even semi-

up no evidence whatever of overlooking the Mississippi Riv-
agents, many of them involved

plausible, but a lot that were
F.B.I. involvement in the kill- er.

ing. On March 28, 1968, Dr. King
in the assassination investiga-

sumply crazy, absolutely just
and other officials of his South tion, disclosed that many field

silly. We followed them all."
But many other questions agents knew that Mr. Hoover

The F.B.I.'s hunt for Dr.
remain open. The Justice De- Tern Christian Leadership Con-

partment's investigation itself ference, a Civil Rights Organi-
and his chief aides had been

King's killer was one of the

zation, went to Memphis, to angered by Dr. King's criticism
most comprehensive "special,"

is charged with a broader task of the bureau's civil rights activ-
or high-priority, investigations

than merely finding out wheth- lead a march in support of ities in the South, had ex-
in the bureau's history, involv-

er the F.B.I. had a hand in the striking municipal garbage

murder. It is also trying to de- workers. The dispute quickly pressed ofense at his personal
ing at its peak some 3,000

termine the extent of the "dirty turned into a violent protest
morals and were concerned

agents-then about half the

when some demonstrators be-
total number-more than 30,-

tricks" played against Dr. King that his association with pur-
000 interviews of individuals

and whether any of them in- gan smashing shop windows.
Dr. King and his aides re- ported Communist sympathiz-

believed to have knowledge of
volved illegalities. The inquiry treated from the violence to

ers might give the American the case, and a cost of nearly
is checking the F.B.I. files for Communist Party a degree of $1.5 million over two months.
possible dereliction in the bu- the Rivermont, several blocks

reau's original investigation of from the black-owned Lorraine
control over black voters in But some former Justice De-
the South. partment officials, and even

the murder or for evidence of
Hotel and Motel rundown

Although knowledge of ha-
a few retired F.B.I agents, con-

a conspiracy itself.
section of the city, where the

rassments aimed at Dr. King
cedes that once the bureau's

Only one occasion has thus was confirmed to top officials investigation narrowed to Mr.
far come to light, according King party had previously at F.B.I. headquarters, some Ray's whereabouts, some
to Justice Department and stayed. lesser executives and field evidence that did not seem

F.B.I. sources, in which the Dr. King left Memphis the agents knew of the minor dis-
to lead directly to Mr. Ray,

bureau's efforts to discredit Dr. day after the disastrous march ruptions and physical and elec- but which might have provided

King overlapped with his inves- with a promise to mount anoth-, tronic surveillance of which clues to a conspiracy, might
tigation of his murder. er protest as soon as tempers he was a target.

have gone overlooked.

In that instance, which ap-
cooled, and when he did return, But these persons and others,

One former F.B.I. official
on April 3-the day before he

pears to be of no consequence, including Justice Department
echoed that suspicion, saying

the F.B.I.'s Intelligence Division
died-he and his entourage in-
stalled themselves at the Lor- officials who read the product

that once Mr. Ray's identity
of the F.B.I.'s investigation as

was discovered two weeks after
provided to its General Investi- raine, on whose open-air balco-
gative Division the name of ny, he was shot down the fol-

it flowed into headquarters in
Dr. King was killed were

a Los Angeles dentist with 1968, the bureau's efforts to
sure it was Ray" who had

lowing evening.
whose estranged wife Dr. King find Dr. King's killer had been

committed the murder, "and
The discovery of the F.B.I. everything else was secondary"

had been filmed by F.B.I. intel- proposal to embarrass Dr. King
unstinting. to finding the man. But no

ligence agents entering and publicly for having stopped at
There is, however, at least

leaving motel rooms as well the white-owned Rivermont the
one indication that the F.B.I.

one interviewed could provide

week before opened the possi-
investigation may have been

any examples of leads they
as overheard talking on the
telephone, according to the tardy in following up an impor-

believed had not been energeti-
bility in the minds of Justice cally followed up.

sources. Department lawyers that the
tant lead-a fingerprint clue.

The F.B.I.'s assassination in- Several former F.B.I. and Jus-
Seperal officials, in discount-

F.B.I. might have been indirect- ing speculation about the bure-
vestigators, considering the tice Department officials noted

ly responsible for, or even tried
possibility that Dr. King:s mur- that whatever Mr. Hoover's au's involvement in the Kingto engineer, Dr. King's staying
der might have been arranged

views might have been, the killing, pointed out that if, in-
at the Lorraine Motel.

by a jealous husband, inter- pressure on the bureau to find conceivably, the bureau had

viewed both the dentist and
But the Justice Department's the killer had been intense chosen to arrange for such &

investigation of the
his wife and concluded that matter, both from Attorney General murder it presumably could

which has included interviews
the man knew nothing of the Ramsey Clark and President have developed a more sophis

with F.B.I. agents responsible
crime.

Johnson. One former official ticated and far less risky met-
for the proposal and a review called Mr. Clark "a heavy ham- hod than the employment of

Preconceptions Denicd of the Memphis press iuring mer." Another said President a bumbling ex-convict with &

Although none of them cited the period in question, has pro- Johnson "was quite provoked hunting rifle.

that particular incident as an duced, one official said, no at us" because it took the And several individuals in
example, many of the F.B.I. evidence that the F.B.I. even F.B.I. tow months and four and out of Government familiar
personnel who talked to The trieR to encourage the publica- days to find Mr. Ray. with the internal workings of
Times emphasized that they tion of such a story. 'We Had to Solve It' the F.B.I., asserted that the

Hpproached the King murder Nothing, the official said, ap- bureau was institutionally inca-

case with no ppreconceptions peared in either of the Memphis One former F.B.I. official with pable of making leap from

about whether a conspiracy had newspapers, The Commercial- responsibility for the King. in- sending Dr. King anonymous

existed. Appeal or The Press-Scimitar vestigation noted that charges letters to arranging for his as-

As one pnt it, "We didn:t taunting Mr. King for his brief at the time by some blacks sassination.

have the slightest damned idea stay at the Rivermont.- and radical whites that the
bureau could be expected to

But some questioned whether

who or what" was behind the Moreover, former aides to
hold back on the case "worked

the bureau which had had Dr

killing at the outset, and he Dr. King have told the Depart-

noted that the F.B.I. had offi- ment that his party did not the other way." King under intermittent survei!-
lance in the weeks before he

cially considered a number of go to the Rivermont Motel of "People were saying we was murdered, might have re-
its own volition in the first wouldn't crack the case be-

possibilities, including the like- ceived and withheld informa-

lihood that the killer was an place but was taken there by cause Hoover didn't like King," tion about an assassination plot

agent of a foreign power, but the Memphis police, who be- the former official said, "and that could have saved his life.

snch theories as con- lieved it the most secure place he [Hoover] made it very up.
discarded

According to all those inter-

tradictory. evidence mounted. for Dr. King to stay until the parent [within the F.B.I.] that
we had to solve it." viewed by The Times, the F.B.I.

So far, the Civil Rights Divi-rioting abated. had no such information at the

sion lawyers say they have One facet of the Justice De "We followed shotgun lears time of Dr King's death and

found only one item in the |partment's current internal re- wasting manpower and morey (had warned him of impending

I ~ • ~ ~ Fr.: I · p6-v_ oI_w:pe file that c~ed ~m vi_ew is, t_h_e __ ·questio_ n of jf!i"er like it was going ouk-1t._ ...... le,;•1 ·h•d founrl "'O eviden_,.;;_e._._o -~. - :~": • F B f I - th • = ~ 0 

.,. - t f anv a ·•1-an • • • proposa - the ammosity ev1denc1 J. e-trTu.11· Said, and another re-
complicity in 

th
e posl ipn ° made late March or .ea;Jy E·dgar Hoover, the late •· .B.I. 

1 
tired F.B.I. official, ·also closely 

t!:e King file tlfey ha exam- Anril ,v68, to point out to director, and other hlgh bureau I involved with the investigatjon../ 
in:-J. , friend Iv "media sources" in officials toward Dr. King created echoed that contention. 

7h.~ Justice Departments re- /Memphis that Dr .. King, _the a climate within the bureau "This is a case," he said, 
· t'.'tamination of 

th
e -case_ con- I country's foremost integration- that resulted in an investigation "where we went all out. We 

ti:iues. But J. Stanle:,: Pottm~e:, : ist, had taken 1; room there of his death that was not thor- followed not only the leads 
head of the Ci\·i! Rig~ts Dtvt- 1a few days earlier at the ex ough and expeditious enough. that were logical or even semi­
s1on said in an mterview 

th
at I whne-owned Riv~~o".t ~1o~el1• A number of former F.BJ. plausible, but a lot that were 

so t'ar his inquiry had turned ! overlooking the M1ss1s~1pp1 Riv- agents, many of them invol_ved 
I 

sumply crazv. absolutely just 
up no evidence Vl-'.hatever _of .

1
er. . in the assassination invest1ga-· silly. We followed tMm all."-

F.B.I. involvement m 
th

e kill- On March 28, 1968, Dr. Kmg tion di~closed that manv field The F.B.J.'s hunt for Dr. 
ing. . · and oth~r <;>fficials of hi~ South-I age~ts ·knew that !\Ir. Hoover Kin:fs killer was one of the 

But many other ql!e
st

ions 'iern Christian Leadership Co~-, and his chief aides had been most comprehensive "special," 
remain open. Th~ Ju_

st
,ce. De- i ference, a Civil Rights O:gam-1 · angered bv Dr. King's criticism I or high-priority, investigations 

partment's investigation itself zation, went to_ Memphis, to of the bureau's civil rights activ- in the bureau's historv, in vol v­
is charged wi~h ~ broader task lead a march. 1_n support of I ities in the South. had· ex- ing at its peak some 3,000 
than merely fmdmg out '-'!'he

th
• striking municipal gar)lagej pressed o·'iense at his pei:sonal /agents-then about half the 

er the F.B.I. had a h~
nd 

m 
th

e workers. The di~pute quickly morals and were conclimed total number-!1'1re than 30,­
murder. It is also trymg ~.° ,de- turned into a Y10Jent proteSt ----------- . ooo interviews of individuals 
termine the extent ~f the dirty i when· some demonstrators be-' that his association witJ- pur-

1 
believed to have knowledge of 

tricks" played again~t Dr. Ki_ng gan smashing shop '"'.indows.: ported. Com~unist symP,lt_hiz- , the case. and a cost of nearly 
and whether any or th7m !n• Dr. King and his aides re- ers m1g~t give the Amen can 

1 
$1.5 million over two months. 

volved illegalities. The _inquiry treated from the violence tol Communist Party a degree ?f i But some former Justice De­
is checking tl)e _F.B.!. files for the' River'mont, sevHal blo~ks control over black voters m , partment officials, and even 
possible dereltct10n •i:1 t~e bu- . from the black-own,:d Lorraine the South. · 

1

. a few retired F.B.I agents, con­
reau's original investt~atwn_ of ·------,,,.,===,...... Although _knowledge of ~a- cede:if. that once the bureau's 
the murder or for evidence of Hotel and Motel in-a rundown rassments aimed at Dr. _K_mg I investigation narrowed to Mr. 
a conspiracy itself. · · sec-~ion of the city, where the was confirmed to top officials I Ray's whereabouts, some 

1 Onlv one occasion has t~us King _ party had previously at F.B.I. headquarters, some r evidence that did not seem 
•far come to light, acco

rd
mg stayed. lesser executives and fi~ld : to lead directly to Mr. Ray, 

Ito Justice Department · a
nd 

Dr. King left Memphis the agents knew of the minor dis- but which might tiave provided 
F.B.I. sources, in which_ foe day after the disastrous march ruptions and physical and el~- clues to a conspiracy, might 
bureau's efforts to _disc1:'e~

1
t Dr.• with a promise to mount anoth-, tronic surveillance of which have gone overlooked. 

King overlapped with his mves- er protest as soon as tempers he was a target. One former F.B.I. official 
tigation of his _murder. . cooled, and when be did return, But these persons and others, echoed that suspicion, saying 

In that instance, which ap- on April 3-the day before he including Justice Department that once Mr. Ray's identity 
pears to be of no conseq_u~n.ce, died-he and his entourage in- officials who read the product-',,vas discovered two weeks after 

, the F.B.I.'s Intelligence D1v1s10? stalled themselves at the Lor- of the F.B.I.'s investigation as Dr. King was ki~.,:,•we were 
provided to its General Investt; raine, on whose open-air balco- it flowed into headquarters in sure -it- was Ray" who had 
gative Division the name _oh, ny, he was shot down the fol- 1968 the bureau's efforts to committed the murder,· "and 
a Los Angeles dentist Vl-'.lt lowing evening. find 'nr. King's killer had been , everything else was secondary" 
~·hose estranged wife Dr. _Kmg The discovery of the F.B.I. unstintina. I to finding the man. But _no 
had been filmed by F.1?,I. rntel- proposal to embarrass Dr. King· There is, however, at least I one interviewed could provide 
Jiaence agents entering and publicly for having stopped at one indication that the F.B.I. an:,: examples of leads ·they 
le~ving motel roo1_11S as well the white-owned Rivermont th_e, favestigation may_ have_ been believed had not been energeti-
as overheard talking on thhe week before opened the poss1- tardy in following up an unpor- cally foll owe~ l:1P- • . 
telephone, according to t e bility in . the minds of Justice tant lead-a fingerprint clue. . Several, o~f1c1als, m d1scQunt­
sources. · . Department lawyers t_hat_ the . Several former F.~-~- and Jus- _ mg specu1at1on about the ll::_::: 

The F.B.I.'s ass3:ssi~ation m- F.B.I. mig~t have been md1re_ct- t1ce Department offtc1als note,d au's , involvement in the i:Cing 
vestigators, cons1de_rmg the ly responsible for, ~r ;ven tr!ed t~at wh~tever Mr. Hoovers killing, pointi.:t out that if, in­
possibility that Dr. Kmg:s murd- to engineer, Dr. Kmg s staying Vlews might .have been, !h~ conceivably the bureau ~ had 
der might have been arr~nge at the Lorraine Motel. press~e on the bureau _to fm chosen to ~rrange for such a 
b. a jealous husband, mter- But the Justice Department's the killer had' been ~tensei murder it presumably could: 
viewed both the dentist a

nd 
investigatio~ of th~ ma~ter, boili from · Atton:ieyp e?J!°~t I have developed a mo~e sophis-

. h. wife and concluded that which has mclude<l mterv1~ws: Ramsey Clark an res . -. ticated and far less nsky met-

. ~s man knew nothing of the with F.B.I. agents respons!ble I Johnson. One f~nner offtc1al hod than the employmer:t of 
t ~ for the proposal and a rev1ewl1 called Mr. Clark a_ heavy ~am- a bumbling ex-convict with a 
crlffie, , • d . of the Memphis press iuring I mer.'' An?ther s~td President hunting rifle. 

Preconceptions Demc . the period in question, has pro- Johnson • was qu~te provoked And several individuals in 
Although noni: o~ them cit~ , duced, one official said, no at us" because it took :~, and out of Government familiar 

that particular mc1dent as B\ ' evidence that the F.B.I. eyen F.B.I. t~w months and f j with the internal workings of 
example, many of the F ~he I trieR to encourage the pubhca_- days to fmd Mr. Ray. , i the F.B.I., asserte:,l that. the 
personnel who. talked to th , tion of such a sto~.. . · ' 'We Had to Solve It 1 bureau was institut10nally inca-
Times emphasized_. tha~urd!~ Nothing, the ·off1c1al said, al?" One former F.B.I. official with I pable of making ~eap from I 
Hpproached the Kmg eptions peared in either of the Mem~h\s responsibility for the King. in- I. sending Dr. King anbn)mousi 
case with no pprecoi:i~cy had newspapers, The Comm_er~ia - vestigation noted that charges letters to arranging for his as-
about whether a conspi Appeal or The_ Press-S~tmit~r, at the time by some blacks sassination. · 
existed. . " didn:t taunting Mr .. Kmg for his bnefl and radical whites that the , But some questioned whether 

·1 As· one pnt .1t, We ·c1ea stay at the R1vermont.• . bureau could be expected to i the Jwreau which had had J?r 
h.,ve the slightest dam~7dd \he Moreover, former aides \ 0 hold back on the case "worked King under intermittent Gurvei!- I 
who or what" was be 

1
~d he Dr. King hav~ told the J?eparo~ the other way." . _ _ lance in the wee~s befo:e ~lie 

killing at the outset, ad offi- ment that~ ~1s party did n f "People were saying we was murdered,_ mig~t ~a:, e • e: . 
noted that the F.B.I. ha f go to the Rivermont Motel_ 0

, wouldn't crack the case be- ceived and w1thhe,d 
1
:1rorma 

cially considered ~ nu~berk~- its own ,:olition in the ft~~ cause Hoover didn't like King,'-' tion about an assassin~~:o~,P!ot l 
possibilities, inclu~mg t e 
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an place but was taken there ) the former official said, "and that could have saved ·
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lihood that the. killer was but the Memphis police, who be- he [Hoover) made it very iirp- Acco;ding to 1:,H those ir:ii~ 
agent of a foreign power, con- lieved it the most secure .f1t~e p?.rent [within ~he F.B.I.] that viewed by Th_e Tunes._ the~- tlie 
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dangers on numerous occa-
As. Dacing the 1965 civil said, "that puzzled

rights march from Selma to
that it took the K.B.I. as

Montgomery, Ala., for instance,
long as it did to come up

the Justice Department sent a
with [the name !] James Earl

high official to advise Dr. King
Ray."

privately that the F.B.I. had
The bundle also contained

learned of a threat against his
a portable radio that Mr. Ray

life. had bought at the Missouri
Sevela past and present Jus-

State Penitentiary a few days
tice Department lawyers point-

before he escaped, and the ra-
ed out that, to take a cynical

dio had an easily traceable se-

view, whatever the degree of
Mr. Hoover's personal dislike

rial number on it. Eor_some that Mr. Ray might be one.

for Dr. King, it would not have
reason, the F.B.I. apparently
did not check out the radio

They were right, and they
been in the F.B.I. director's in serial number until after Mr.

were also lucky. Mr. Ray's

terest to see the black leader Ray was arrested.
prints, on file in that group

martyred, but rather to relay
because of his escape from

to Dr. King every threat brought
The bundle was shipped un- the Missouri State Penitentary

to the bureau"s attention in
der guard to the F.B.I. laborato- the year before, were on the

the hope of frightening him out
ry in Washington, arriving less 700th card the clerks examined.
than 12 hours after the shoot-

of the civil rights movement.
The next day, April 19, the

ing. And yet, by all available
The only asserion of tamper-

F.B.I. announced that the man
accounts, no search of the bure

ing by Mr. Hoover with any
it was seeking, whom it had

au's fingerprint files was begun
facet of the King investigation

known up to then only by
until April 18, when F.B.I.

came from one former top
the aliases of Eric Starvo Galt,

agents, retracing, Mr. Ray's John Willard and Harvey Louw-
F.B.I. official, who noted that steps, discovered in a room
Mr. Ray was captured in Lon-

wmyer, was Mr. Ray. What
he !hadrented in Atlanta a

don by New Scotland Yard at
remains unclear is why the

map that yielded a nearly per- successful file search was not
6:15 A.M., Eastern daylight fect latent thumb print. begun sooner, with the latent
time, on June 8, 1968 - four Only after the thumbprint fingerprints lifted from the
days after Senator Robert F. was rushed to Washington did items in the bundle.
Kennedy was struck down by F.B.I. clerks begin poring over
an assassin's bullet in Los An- the fingerprint cards of 53,000
geles.

(Tomorrow: The conspiracy
Federal fugitives, in the belief question.

Delay on Identification
The funeral service for Mi

Kennedy, whom Mr. Hoover
had also grown to dislike while
he was Attorney General, was
scheduled to begin in New York
City at 10 o'clock that same
morning, and the former F.B.I.
official said that Mr. Hoover
had ordered the public an-
nouncement of Mr. Ray's cap-
ture held up until the funeral
was under way, in the belief
that this would detract from
the publicity surrounding the
services.

One facet of the F.B.I. inves-
tigation that remains a mystery
-Mr. Pottinger has asked the
bureau not to comment publicly
on the case in view of Mr.
Ray's appeal for a new trial-is
the passage of 15 days between
the shooting of Dr. King and
the bureau's identification of
the suspected killer as James
Earl Ray.

Within seven minutes of the
King shooting, a Memphis po-
lice lieutenant discovered on
the sidewalk outside a cheap
rooming house adjacent to the
Lorraine Motel a bundle con-
traing a .30-06 calibre hunting
rifle-purchased by Mr. Ray
a week earlier, it was later
learned-a mismatched box of
cartridges, a pair of binoculars,
two unopened cans of beer
and some undergarments.

Several of these items, in-

cluding the rifle, one of the
bullets, the binoculars and a
beer can, bore Mr. Ray's finger-
prints-"so much in the way
of evidence left on the scene,"
one former Justice Department

• d_angers O(l ·· nu~~_o~s • .2c.~- -~..id, "that it;,,~ } 
S!~~inng the 11IB5 c1v1l ~that i_t to?k th~ RB.I .. as t 
n"'hts mar~h from S_elma to 10:ig as it did to . come up !! 
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"C • 
I 
tice Department lawyers PO!n'.- dio had an easily trace bl - '. 
ed out that, to take a cynical· - _ __. a e se ,. 
view, what~ver the degr~e. of ri.l!l_l)~~ber on it. ..J:or_so_melthat Mr. Ray misfil be one. 
Mr. Hoo:er s. personal d1shke reason, l'fie F.B.I. app1rently I They were right, arid they 
for Dr. King, it would not haYe did not check out the radio:were also lucky. Mr. Ray's 
been in the F.B.I. director's in-! serial number until after Mr. 'prints, on file in that group 
terest to see the black leader/ Ray was arrested. because of his escape from 
martyre?, but rather to relay The bundle was shipped un- the Missouri State Penitentary 

I to Dr. Kmg every threat brought der guard to the F.B.I. laborato- the year before, were on the 
to the bureau"s attention . in I ry in Washington arrivino less 700th card the clerks examined. 
the hope of frightening him out than 12 hours after the ;hoot- The next day, April 19, the 
of the civil righ~s movement. I ing. And yet, by all available1~.B.I. annou~ced L'"lat th~ mai:i, 

The only assenon of tamper-/ accounts, no search of the bure-f1t was seekmg, whom lt had 
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had also grown to dislike while 
he was Attorney General, ·was 
scheduled to begin in New York 
City at 10 o'clock that same 
morning, and the former F.B.I. 
official said that Mr. Hoover 
had ordered the public an­
nouncement of .Mr .. Ray's cap­
ture held up until the funeral 
was under way, in the belief 
that this would detract from 
the publicity surrounding the 
services. · 

One facet of the F.B.I. inves­
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-Mr. Pottinger has asked the 
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on the· case in view of Mr. 
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CBS Explores
Asst. Dir.:

Admin.

Comp. Syst.
By Jay Sharbutt Ext. Affairs

Associated Press Files & Com.

King Assassination
Gen. Inv.
Ident.

NEW YORK - CBS News offers tonight a Intell. WATER

Inspection

one-hour TV study (WTOP-9, 10:30 p.m.) of so, DESPITE its work, the show winds up Laboratory
the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther sounding the let's-have-an-independent-

investigation call CBS News first made at the Plan. & Eval.
King Jr., whether James Earl Ray did it, end of its November probe into the Kennedy Spec. Inv.
and, if so, whether he acted alone or as part assassination.
of a conspiracy. Traking

At that time, it said "history will be ress
Ray pleaded guilty in a Tennessee court in Legal Coun.

1969 to King's slaying in Memphis, but re-
confused" if new congressional probes are
made about information CBS said was with- Telephone Rm.

nounced that plea, to no avail. He later failed
in a federal court bid to withdraw his plea

held from the Warren Commission by the Director Sec'y
CIA and the FBI.

and go on trial, but a new effort by him now
Tonight, it says that regardless of the

is pending before a federal appeals court. court decision Ray gets, doubts about thecir-

IN TONIGHT'S show, correspondent Dan
cumstances of King's assassination still will
remain and "an outside investigation is now

Rather says CBS News, in its probe into the needed" to attempt to resolve those doubts.
siaying of King, the black civil rights leader
and Nobel Peace Prize winner, tried to inter- IT SAID THE probe could be made either
view Ray in prison. by Congress or by an independent commis-

"But due to the repeated advice of his law sion appointed by the president.

yers, he wouldn't talk for this broadcast," he On Monday night, CBS will air the last of 6 Peiffinacids. "So the best witness stands mute. its four-program series on the shootings of

Like CBS' two-part November study of major American leaders. It says that show

President John F. Kennedy's assassination, will study the "doubts and discrepancités"

tonight's show revisits the scene of the ounding the assassination
ing. re-studies the evidence and interviews F. Kennedy, D-N.Y., and

various persons, ranging from one of Ray's assassination of Gov. George
current lawyers to a Memphis landlady who Alabama.
rented Ray a room.

IN THE KENNEDY shows, CBS cautiously
concluded that while "it may never be estab-

the
of

C.

Sen.

Wallace

And

attempted
Robert

of

lished" whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted
alone, "the evidence indicates" that Oswald
"probably did" shoot Kennedy.

There's none of that in tonight's show. CBS
fails to turn up any evidence of a conspiracy

The Washington Post
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tion for bumbling and a had acted alone. sense.
long string of jail sen- made under undue pressure
tences, could by himself from his lawyer. Percy Nevertheless, the Justice But the central question

Foreman of Houston. Ray Department is re-evaluat- the one on which the
have planned and carried
out both the crime and an nov has a motion for a new ing several aspects of the theory of any conspiracy

case that have aroused the turns and for which the FBI
escape that stretched over trial pending.

Bernard M. Fensterwald most interest and concern, candidly admits it has no
four countries and two
months before he was final- including claims by two answer - is where Ray ob-

Jr. a Washington lawyer individuals that they had tained the thousands of dol-
ly captured in London. and founder of the Commit lars he used to finance his michaeltee to Investigate Assassi- been part of or knew about

Charges that Ray had not
nations, who is now Ray's plots to kill King. veis through at least five

acted alone began to mount The first was the asser- ccuntries, his $2,000 Mus-
almost from the moment chief counsel, asserted in a
that King died in the emer- recent interview that if a tion of Robert Byron Wat- tang car, his $500 rifle and

new trial were granted he son, a former employee of his habit of spending long
gency room where he was
taken from the Lorraine

an Atlanta art gallery, that hours in bars.
could present a case that

Motel, in downtown Mem- Ray was nowhere near the he had overheard his em- Pinkingphis, Tenn., after a hollow- Memphis motel at the time ployers plotting to kill King

nosed bullet severed his of the assassination. a few days before the

spinal cord. Ray previously had toldassassination. The Washington Post
his lawyers that he had The second was the Washington Star-News A-84-A-9

ACCORDING to officials been outside a rooming assertions of a convicted
Daily News (New York)

and former officials of the house adjacent to the motel confidence man, Clifford H.

ustice Department and the when King was killed, all Andrews, that he had been The New York Times

federal Bureau of Inves: though he had not known of part of a conspiracy to kill The Wall Street Journal

ration, the buFeau has the murder at the time. King, for which he had been

hecked out various asser The Tennessee prosecu- promised, but had never re- The National Observer

tions of such a conspiracy tors produced a witness, ceived, $200,000. Because he The Los Angeles Times

Charles Q. Stevens, who was double-crossed, An-
has found virtually all

be without substance. placed Ray inside the house drews was reported to have

A at the time the shot struck said, he was willing to
team of New York Date

Times reporters spent six king, a shot he said he had name the other conspira- 1/2/75
investigating the heard, but had not seen tors in return for various

seeks
also without being fired from the boarding

considerations, including
house bathroom. immunity from prosecutionto establish any firm and an undescribed sum of

tence of a conspiracy. Stevens later asked for,
But even without access but did not receive, themoney.

government files, which $100,000 reward offered for
remain largely closed, or to information leading to the
Ray who refused to conviction of King's
interviewed. The Timesmurderer. The reward has (Contid, on
found puzzling gaps andneyer been paid to anyone. next page
inconsistencies in the evi- Fensterwald said his ef-

the FBL the Justice Do-for Rav probably would
sencess far made public byforts to gain an acquittal

.-7( _I• -- affi ~ven some JusUae · '. · · . . • _ O' , oat De1,artment lawyers ha"ef{conspi,rator~-- Hi~. cl1entJ THE CIVIL Rights Divi- Assoc. Dir . 
, ~ been so concerned th H - hSlerwa_ld said, . has _nOs ibn concluded in a me~no- Dep. AD Adm. _ 
0 someone pos~.i?lY involv,!d ir.~ere~~ in solving tierrndum sent recently to D AD 1 ~ • m Jhe assa~ination may cume. A'.ty. Gen. Edward H. L•?Vi ep. nv. -

eo l
,as have gone unpunished that · •. . · th.at neither the Watson nor As

5t
· Dir.: 

- ~ they have twice tried to in-, SEVERA~ ofr1~1als andAndrews report warrante9 Admin. __ _ 
duce the convicted killer , •?rmer officials or, the ~u~-a reopening of the King Com • s st r.:xp red ~ay, to tell a federal grand-tRi~e Dep_a'.t_ment S C1vilmvest1gation, and Fenster- p Y_ • --iC _ JUr~what he knows. ights _D1v1s 1on. have be-wald agreed in a recent Ext. Affairs --

. 1 Ray 's. lawyers concede C?me increasingly con-interview that both men.ap- F iles & Com. 
New Yort T,mes News s . ,• th-eir client may, as the vmced over the last sevenpeared to be without cred- Gen. Inv. 

· . m,ce Justice Department sus-years that Ray. despite his ibility. 
• fos t _of the th~rie_s of a peel~?· have "~ome knowl-p_rotests. was King's assas- _Justice is looking into a 

rd
ent. ---­

conspirac:,: Sllrro~ng the edge concerning the in- sin. • !ht.rd such assertion inYolv- Inspection ..J-..,,.., a: assma_llon of Dr. Martin volve:nent of others in the In.1971 and in 1974, parJ ym~ a group of visitors t.'.> an lntell. l,;,r'.1:r::I 
L/ther Kmg Jr. on April -1, shooting. But they say ·,is becc use of their own doubts Atlanta jail who purported- L " I 
1.6 . are bound by a com- nfusal to talk stems from and partly in response tolY were overheard J six aborotary --
rr. n thread - the view that hts fear of reprisa ls from the unofficial appeals bymo,1ths before the a;sassi- Plan. & Eval. -
u·.rnamed "i~terests/' c1!:conspirators. Such :e-F~n-~t_erwald. __ Civil Ri_~hts/nation, att~pting to solicit Spec. Inv. __ 
So~thern. reactionary and pnsals, they add , could D1v1s1on officials res11ted the help of inmates in ar- Train in 
~,-h1 te, ~ad sense~ in King's easily be carried out inside the mass of evidenc~ ga~h ranging for Kii:ig 's murder. Le , 01 c 

9 

mcreasmgly militant civil the walls of the Tennessee~red b_y the FBI during its Th~re remain some per-
9 

oun . -­
::6hts activities a new eco-State Penitentiary in Nash-mtens1ve 1968 hunt forplexing questions that Te lephone Rm. _ 
nomic and _political threat ville, _where the 47-year-oldKing's killer. . . make many familiar w th Director Sec'y_ 
that prec1p1tated his mur-\Ray 1s serving a 99-year . But after these invest1ga- the case reluctant _ to con-
der at their hands. •· sentence. · t10ns tl~rned up nothing cl .ide that Ray was ac1ed rlP, 

A second common thread! . s_ubstant1ally new, and inabne. · : >· 
has been the skepticism cf ~LTHOUGH Ray pleaded hght of Ray's persistent As one . former Justice .,' ~ ~ \.. 
many over the intervening guilty m a 211r hour pro refusal to talk about possi- lawyer typically remarked, /S}J \ ' 
seven years that James forma proceeding on March ble co-conspirators, a num- "The other assassinations , 1 

Earl Ray, a s:nalltime 10, 1969, he attempted to re- ber of Justice Department made sense in a kind of 
h_oldup .man with a reputa- tract that plea within a few l~wyers felt more con- mad way - the James Earl 
, n· for _ bumb ling and a days, saymg it had been vmced than before that he Ray t~.mg never made any 
,ong string of jail sen- made un_der undue pressure had ,acted alone. sense. 
t~nces. could by himself !jorn his lawyer. Per< y Nevertheles_s, the Just ic:e But the central question 
ha ve planned and carrie•l r ore man of Houston. R~ y P e~artment 1s re-eva luat- - the one on which the 
out both the crime and a _

1 
no1,1 r has a motion for a new mg several aspects of tr.e theory of any conspi racy 

rsc,ape that st~d ovu trial pending. cas,: that have aroused the turns_ and for whic_h the FBI 
fo f countries and t\lJO Bernard M. Fensterwald :nost (nterest _and concern, candidly a_dm1ts 1t has no 
r.:onths before he was final- Jr ., a f'w'ashington lawyer!nc(u~mg claims by two an_swer - 1s where Ray ob­
ly captured in London. and founder of the Commit- md1v1duals that they had ta,med the thousands of dol-

Charges that Ray had not tee _ to Investigate Assassi- been par~ of or knew about la.rs he used to finance his 
acted alone began_ to mount na~10ns. who is now Ray•splots to ~Ill King. tr 1vel~ throu_gh at least nr,e 
2!most from the 

11
,oment chief counsel , asserted in a _ The first was the asser- ccuntnes, ~1s $2,000 Mt• s­

tha t King died in the emer- recent interview that if a t1on of Robert Byron Wat- t~ng ca~. his $500 rifle ai1d 
g~ncy room where he was new · trial were granted he son, a former employee of his ha_b1t of spending l0i,1g 
;?ken from the Lorraine could present a case that an Atlanta art gallery, that hours in bars. 

\1otel. in downtown MemJ Ray was nowhere near the he had overheard his em­
; t:i~. Tenn .. after a hollow mphis motel at the time players plotting to kill King 
~l)sed bullet severed hi o he assassination. a fe""'. d~ys before the 
•;>ma l cord. Ray previously had told assassination. 

his lawyers that he had The second wai; the 
. ACCORDING to officials b~en ou_tside a roomii-.g assertions of a c~nvict"~d 

' ·. 1d _former officials of t:ie h11use a~iacent to the motel confidence man, Clifford H. 
. •' ice Department and the when Kmg was killed, ,i1. A11drews, that ~e had be~n 

' :•' ral Bureau iJ Inves :i- though he had not known of p~rt of a co~spiracy to llll 
· '.on. the bu Feau h,H th.e murder at the time. Kmg,_for which he had been 

~l'< "ed out various asser• , The Tennessee prosecu- Pf:lm1sed. but had never re­._ ;s of such a conspiracytors produced . a witness, ce1ved, $200,000. Because he 
. •·· .a s found virtually a1 iCharles Q. Stevens, who was double-crossed, An-

,;: wtthou t substance. placed Ray inside the house dr~ws was reported to have 
• tea m of ew York at the time the shot struck said, he was willing to 
• :-C' '> reporters spent six king, a shot he said he had-n~me_ the other consp_ira­

s. ·; ·" in st_igating theh_eard. but had not seen tc rs _m ret_urn for van?l'.S 
• ; a lso without being fired from the boarding ~<ins1derat1ons, mclud1_n g 
~ · :o establish any firm house bathroom. ~mm unity from _prosecut1c,n 
.. ,c of a conspiracy. I Stevens later asked for, a11d an undescnbed sum [lf 

, '/·, ;.'•en with?ut acc~s~but did not receive, the money. 
f" .J · • •. r.:nent f 1les, whic ~ 100,000 rewar9 offered for 

' 'R ~en .ugely closed, or t information leading to the 
. • ,'\{ .. ,, :.: ~ refused t~ beconviction of King'"s 
. · ·;. - ,_ The T1mesmurderer. The reward has 

ii, ah ng . gaps anqne'(_er been paid to anyonE'. 
;p • - nc1es m the evi- l; ensterwald sa id his (tf-

..., 
1 1 

f;,ir made public byforls to gain an acquitt31 
!.e J ustice o,i,,for Sax ornbablx wmlid nbr 

The Washington Post -"T"""a--~ 
Washington Star-News ,A-£' -A-? 
Daily News ( ew York) ___ _ 
The New York Times ____ _ 

The Wall Street J ournal ___ _ 

The National Observer ___ _ 
The Los Angeles Times ___ _ 

Date --f-i~/.=..:~'-1--/_,____ZS,_,__ __ 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




