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0-19 (Rev. 7-27-67)

United Press International

Mother of Larry Payne, slain in Memphis riot, is carried sobbing from his funeral.

Mother Sobs, ‘They Killed You Like a Dog’

Memphis Riot Victim Buried

MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 2
(UPI)—The mother of a
Negro youth slain by police
in last week’s riot broke
down at his funeral today,
sobbing, “They killed you
like a dog.”

‘A convoy of police squad
cars cruised outside the
crowded Clayborn Temple
AM.E. Church during the
funeral of 16-year-old Larry
Payne.

His mother had to be
helped from the church
when she became hysterical.
Authorities feared the fu-

neral arg the impending re-

turn of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. would build up
tension again in the city.

Dr. King was to come
back to lead more sympathy
marches for 1200 striking
garbage collectors, mostly
Negroes, who have been out
of work since early Febru-
ary in a dispute with the
city over pay raises and
union representation.

An aide of Dr. King said
that a mass march will take
place, “probably Friday.”

Last Thursday a march of
5000 persons led by Dr.
King erupted into violence
when Negro youths began

breaking windows and bat-
tling police.

Young Payne was killed,
62 persons were injured,
and 300 persons arrested be-
fore the melee was quelled
by police, State Troopers
and National Guardsmen
dispatched to the city by
Gov. Buford Ellington.

Payne was killed by a po-
liceman allegedly as he car-
ried a television set from a
looted store. Relatives con-
tend, however, that the
youth had surrendered and
had put his hands up when
he was slain by the shotgun
blast of Patrolman L. D.
Jones. =t
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Memphis Tense af Funeral
MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 2 [UPl — The mother of a Negro youth

slain by police in last week’s riot broke down at his funeral fo-

" day, sokbing that “they killed you like a dog.” A convoy of pokice

squad dars cruised outside the crowded Clayborn Temple AME
Church | during the funeral of 16-year-old Larry Payne. s
mother jhad to be helped from the church when she became hys-
terical.” Authorities feared the funeral and the return of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. would build up tension ‘again in the city.
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Negroes RlO'l‘ in Memphis

MEMBHIS Tenn.; March 28 (UP)—Screaming Negro youths §roke’
‘awfy from Dr. Martin Luther King’s march thru Memphis joda,:
j:ang ran thou the streets, smashing windows and looting until police ;
"stopped them with tear gas. When the youths suddenly tore away
fr the mass of several thousand marctiers, Rev, King gprmted
tdown a side street, leaped into an old model car and ‘sped away. '
' The marchers were demonstrating in support of a smke by sanita- :
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51 Are Arrested, !
Dozens Injured |
As Youths Rampage

BULLETIN

MEMPHIS (AP) — Sorie |
4,000 riot-trained National
Guardsmen moved into Mem-
phis this afternoon to put down’
looting and rmtmg which
erupted earlier in the day
during a Negro protest march
led by the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King.. Gov. Buford El-
lington said: *““The situation in
Memphis has wersened. There
are groups of rioters scattered
throughout the areas.” | l

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (UPI)—
Screaming Negro youths broke
dway from Dr. Martin Luther
King’s march through Memphls
today and ran through. the
streets, smashing windows and
looting downtown stores until po-
lice, using tear gas, stopped:
them.

olice said one of the looters
wap killed.

. VWhen the youths tore away
froin the 3,060 marchers, King '
sprinted down a side reet, |
leaped into an old-model car ,

—

s

" Remaining Negro leaders
turned the marchers back to- :
ward their starting point whi
200 Jrelmeted policemen, usiny '

ﬂ tear jgas and ‘clubs, battled thf !

h

| Bealp Street. i
| Police said at least 51 persons
{were arrested and dozens of.
{ police and rioters were injured, |
| “We have -one dead,” said
' Detective Chief W. P. Huston

" e situation is complete tur- i
1 m¢il.” He. said the looter was.
I

|

i

about eight blocks from
rn Temple African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, rally-
ing point of the marchers.

A spokesman said King had!
gone to a hotel and would an- |
nounce later whether he would '
make a scheduled speech at" ay
yrally tonight. .
! He said King “is an unviolen
person and it was obvious ther?d :
were people in the march ‘who . ;
were violent, This thing has'
Jbeen building up—all these kids |
have been becoming more- and ,
'more impatient with the -mm--
isters.”

The marchers, demonatratmg )
in support of the seven-wezk old .
strile by | sanitation workels,
struggled back to Clayborn Tevq:

|plejand police sealed off Beal
Strdet.

(The Associated Press reporf- /
ed that the march leaders, using | i

See MEMPHIS, Page A-8
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1 violence today.

ring raci

A Memphis policeman levels his night stick on a looter du
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ing Marchers Riot,
ouths Loot Stores

Continued From Page A-1

bullhorns, shouted to the crowd,
*The march is over, the march
is over.”

(But the looting and violence
continued, despite police use of
tear gas, the AP said. Finally,
the crowd gave way before offi-
cers armed with shotguns and
rifles, who formed a blockade of
squad cars and motorcycles to
push the mob out of the down-
town area.

(Virtually every store window
on historic Beale Street was
smashed by the marchers, and
many on Main Street also were
shattered, the AP said.

(In Nashville, Gov. Buford Ell-
ington dispatched 250 = riot-
trained Tennessee Highway pa-
trolmen to Memphis to help deal
with the situation, the AP said.
At the same time, he alerted
4,000 National Guardsmen who
were to assemble at West Ten-
nessee armories to await further
orders.)

Sporadic  skirmishing con-
tinued argund the AME Temple.
Bottles apd rocks flew through
the air a} officers, who replied
by lobbing tear gas shells.

A young Negro jumped out of
a telephone booth near the tem-
ple with what appeared to be a
rifle. Officers pounced on him
and beat him unconscious. A
young Negro girl tried to claw
the police, but they knocked her
down with a nightstick and fired
tear gas at her.

A deep, booming report like
that of a shotgun came from a
tenement across the street from
the temple. Fifteen police cars
converged on the building.

Throwing Poles

At the temple, about 2,000
persons crowded inside. Out-
side, many youths milled
around, throwing poles that had
carried picket signs at police,
who replied with tear gas.
Migisters inside the church
used bullthorns to tell the crowd,
«“Dbn’t be violent.”

e civil rights leader, the
Rev. Henry Starks, said: “If
the leadership had not been

KING DUE HERE
TOMORROW FOR
CONFERENCES

Dr. Martin Luther King is

scheduled to arrive in Wash-
ington tomorrow for a full
day of meetings starting
with a 10 a.m. conference
with Negro ministers at the
‘Church of Redeemer.
_ But after today’s disorders
in Memphis, an aide here
said it is doubtful that King
would come here.

At 12:30 p.m. King is
scheduled to meet with pro-
fessional and business men
at the Statler Hilton Hotel.

After a 1:30 p.m. session
with community organiza-
tion leaders he §s slated to
meet with labor}leaders at
2 p.m. at the Phiflip Murray
Building. After a brief rest
he next, was to appear at the
Bethlehem Baptist Church
for a 7 p.m. poor people’s
hearing and half an hour
later was to conclude his
busy day at a mass meeting
at the Bethlehem Baptist
Church,

_King is scheduled to ar-
rive from Memphis, where
he went teday after a flight
from New York.

what it was, there would have
been a tragedy to blot the pages
of history.”

Another spokesman said the
youths ‘‘didn’t come to march
—they were outside of our con-
trol and always have been.”

(There were varying reports
of how many youths broke
away from the marchers to
begin the rioting. United Press
International said about 150
youths left the marchers. .The
Association Press used a figure
of 20 to 30, but said others
joined them later.) | '

It was the secondjoutbreak of

violence by the youghs. Earlier,;
a group leaving a high school to'
join the march bombarded po-,
lice with bricks and rocks for.
half an hour, but were allowed.
to go ahead and join the demon-

stration.
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In the earlier ‘incident, one

| Negyo girl was slightly yhurt
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pacll of the head, and wingows
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she was struck 0 the

1)
in aj squad car were shattqred.
Thisql disturbance tbéokte fet;tt
" about 250 students €
Tt School to Join
King’s mass march. The prinel
palgtried, in vain, to stop them.
Police were called and the
rock-throwing began when thew

arrived. o
Police said this d}sturbance

mered down within 30 min-
s&g;s and the- students resumed
their trek downtown to th,e
gathering point for King's

hl .y .

mz’arrﬁ: sanitation workers strike,
which the marchers were, sup-
portihg, has become a jor
racid] issue in the city. Mdst of
the Barbage collectors_ ar Ne-

roes who claim the city dis-
criminating against them.

1



King’s Memphis Marc

Explodes Into Violenece

Rioters and
Police Clash;

Looter Dies

By Nicholas C. Chriss

Los Angeles Times

MEMPHIS, March 28 —
Young Negro militants to-
day turned a protest march
led by Dr. Martin Luther
King into a bloody riot
which ravaged historic
Beale Street and left at least
one looter dead.

Police, provoked by a hard-
core of about 30 militants who
broke off from the march and
started breaking windows and
looting, struck out indiscrimi-
nately, beating back rioters
with billy clubs, tear gas and
chemical spray.

Dozens of policemen and
marchers were injured as
street warfare raged for sev-
eral hours in a predominantly
Negro section of the city just
a few blocks from the Missis-
sippi River.

More than 100 persons were
arrested. Dr. King fled al-
most immediately. He was
hustled away in a car by as-
sociates and reportedly met
with them at an undisclosed
location.

Gov. Buford Ellington sent
. / 4000 National Guardsmen and
A Memphis policeman levels his night stick on a looter during violence that disrupted a protest march. 250 riot-trained State Troop-

— ers into the e¢ity and put an-
other 8000 Guardsmen on alert
rat their home armories
ithroughout Tennessee.

Mayor Henry Loeb ordered
a 7 p.m. to 5 am. curfew. All
| city buses stopped running, al-
though the violence remained
confined to a few-block area
where it broke out.

Associated Press Photos by Jack Thornell

Emergency Law

The Tennessee Legislature

in Nashville, the capital, sped
| to the Governor an emergency
| ineasure granting broad pow-
iers to declare a state of emer-
| gency. It would allow the
Imayor in any town of the State
|to impose curfew, prohibit sale
| of gasoline, liguor, beer and
firearms, and take whatever
steps he felt negessary to pre-
| serve order.
Baxton Bryant. head of the
| Tennessee Humans Relations
Commission, said militant
lyoung Negroes had been seek
| ing to start trouble for weeks,
but had been restrained by Nex
gro ministers.

“What the police did today
has encouraged plenty of dis-
ciples of violence,” said Bry-
ant, a Caucasian.

A large segment of the City’s
Negro population had stayed
home from work today to par-
ticipate in the march and ob-
serve Dr. King’s request for
a one-day “strike” to force the
city to come to terms with
striking sanitation workers.

An estimated 10,000 Negro
students did not show up for
.| classes today.

The Mareh of 6000 to 8000
persons begain at 11 am. at

See MEMPHIS, A6, Col. 1

.
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March 29, 1968 The Washington Post

Memphis march began
at Clayborn AME
Church, and was to end
in front of City Hall.
Melee began when van-
guard of column turned
onto Main Street.
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i 6 Friday, Mar.ch 29, 1968

THE WASHINGTON POST

Memphis trash strike sympathizers begin gathering peacefully to march. But soon the scene changed to violence, with police retreating before a hail of missiles. A victim of the melee, one of many, lies unconscious in the street.

Protest March
FlaresInto Riot

MEMPHIS, From Al

the Clayborn Temple AME
Church, with only two police-
men present.

Dr. King and his monitors
never were fully able to con-
trol the young militants who
began shouting and jeering as
the protest march began.

Dr. King was nearly mobbed
and repeatedly jostled, and a
look of fear crossed his face
as the tension incréased.

When the march had ad-
vanced about five blocks in
about 15 minutes to Main
Street, the violence erupted.
Negro teenagers smashed store
windows in the partly residen-
tial, partly commercial neigh-
borhood and began looting.

About 250 city policemen
and Shelby County patrol offi-
cers arrived on the scene in
squad cars, sirens screaming.

As officers moved in to scat-
ter or arrest the trouble-mak-

other policeman became sepa-
rated from fellow officers,
and several Negro youths fell
on him and beat him.

By noon, three blocks of
Beale Street, was in shambles,
as was a short stretch of Main
Street and the intersection of
Hernando and Linden Streets,
where the Clayborn Church
is located.

Shards of glass littered the
pavement on Beale, and half-
dressed, mutilated store mani-
kins lay in gutters.

[Police identified the looter
who was killed as Larry
Payne, 16, UPI reported. Of-
ficers said they caught him
inside a store, and that he
came out swinging a knife. He
was killed by a shotgun blast.

[Much of the violence oc-
curred after the main body
of marchers had returned to

L ~1 £ Lollresy

—~———— - N W W - >

United Press International United Press International

United Préss International

Lt. D. W. Williams was one of several Memphis police
officers beaten by rioters during outbreak of violence,
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rotest March
FlaresInto Riot

MEMPHIS, From Al

the Clayborn Temple AME
Church, with only two police-
men present.

Dr. King and his monitors
never were fully able to con-
trol the young militants who
began shouting and jeering as
the protest march began.

Dr. King was nearly mobbed
and repeatedly jostled, and a
look of fear crossed his face
as the tension increased.

When the march had ad-
vanced about five blocks in
about 15 minutes to Main
Street, the violence erupted.
Negro teenagers smashed store
windows in the partly residen-
tial, partly commercial neigh-
borhood and began looting.

About 250 city policemen
and Shelby County patrol offi-
cers arrived on the scene in
squad cars, sirens screaming.

As officers moved in to scat-
ter or arrest the trouble-mak-
ers, they were met with a bar-
rage of stones, heavy planks
and bottles.

Policemen barged into the
march, firing tear gas and tem-
porarily disabling spray and
lashing out with their clubs.
Policemen Follow

As the marchers retreated
back along Main, onto Beale
and, in many instances, toward
the Clayborn Church, officers
followed, raining blows upon
them.

Men, women and youths
stumbled beneath the police
clubs.

A newsman watched from
a few feet away as eight po-
licemen piled on a middle-
aged Negro man and struck
him at least 20 times on the
head and body as they cursed
him.

Nearby, other officers
cornered four other Negro
men and struck them until
blood spurted from head
wounds.

“Please don’t beat me any
more,” a young Negro male
pleaded through bloody lips.

A young girl in a pink
dress, who could not keep up
with other fleeing marchers,
was jabbed in the back with
police nightsticks. One offi-
cer yelled at her: “Black
bitch, get out of here.”

Officer Is Beaten

Two officers pulled another
policeman off a Negro man
he was pummeling. The re-
strained policeman gasped at
the other two officers. “I'd
have killed that son-of-a-bitch
if you hadn’t pulled me back.”

Farther down the street, an-

other policeman became sepa-
rated from fellow officers,
and several Negro youths fell
on him and beat him.

By noon, three blocks of
Beale Street, was in shambles,
as was a short stretch of Main
Street and the intersection of
Hernando and Linden Streets,
where the Clayborn Church
is located.

Shards of glass littered the
pavement on Beale, and half-
dressed, mutilated store mani-
kins lay in gutters.

[Police identified the looter
who was killed as Larry
Payne, 16, UPI reported. Of-
ficers said they caught him
inside a store, and that he
came out swinging a knife. He
was killed by a shotgun blast.

[Much of the violence oc-
curred after the main body
of marchers had returned to
the church. Instead of follow-
ing their leaders inside, some
of the young Negroes began
throwing rocks and bottles at
police officers, who replied by
lobbing tear gas shells at
them. Numerous pawn shops,
liquor stores and other busi-
nesses were looted by the
youths during the hit-and-run
raids which followed.]

Loudspeaker Plea

From the church’s loud-
speaker system a deep voice,
directed at officers lobbing
tear gas cannisters into the
chapel, pleaded:

“Don’t gas us no more.
We're going to leave. Put that|
[tear gas] gun down. Don’t
shoot. Don’t you know this is|
a house of the Lord?”

Officers withheld their tear]
gas fire, some persons emerged
from the church and headed
home.

The City has been using
nonstrikers, new employees
and supervisory personnel to
continue partial garbage col-
lection during the seven-week
strike which, at the very out-
set, was fraught with racial
overtones because nearly all
the strikers are Negro.

The sanitation workers walk-
ed off the job after the City
rejected their demands for
higher pay, city recognition of
their union—the American
Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees —
and payroll deduction of
union dues.

Civil rights leaders accused
the executive branch of the
city government of showing
“bad faith” during mnegotia-
tions.
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L ] 4
Dr. Martin Luther King starts march flanked by the Rev. H. Ralph Jackson (left) and the Rev. Ralph Abernathy.

Looter leaps over debris in ransacked Memphis store.
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) (MOCK) 4

|  ATLANTA--THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFZRENCE NEXT WEEK IS
EXPECTED TO APPROVE PLANS FOR A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS, TENN,
CONVICTING THE NATION FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

- JR-‘ - - .
THE MOCK TRIAL WAS PROPOSED TO THE SCLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN
FEBRUARY. “THE ORGANIZATICN IS SYMPATHETIC TO THE IDEA, AND WE'RE GOING
T0 DISCUSS IT NEXT WEEK IN DETAIL," SAID REV. BERNARD LAFAYETIE,
SCLC PROGRAM DIRECTOR.
OTHER SCLC SOURCES SAID THE GENERAL PLANS HAVE ALREADY MET WITH

APPROVAL BUT DETAILS MUST STILL BE DISCUSSED BY THE CIVIL RIGHTS
GROUP'S TOP STAFF. ,

: THE TRIAL WOULD BE HELD DURING THE STATE TRIAL OF THE LATE

_ NEGRO LEADER'S ALLEGED ASSASSIN, JAMES EARL RAY.
] 3/1--JD10564ES
[

J
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(KING TRIAL)

ATLANTA~--AIDES OF THE LATE DR. MARTIN LUTKER KING JR. PLAN TO ST
A MOCK TRIAL IN MEMPHIS, TENN., DURING THE TRIAL OF JAMES EARLTRA$1$8E
"CONVICT™ THE NATION AT LARGE OF KING'S ASSASSINATION.
THE REV. JAMES BEVEL WOULD BE CHIEF PROSECUTOR IN THE TRIAL,
WHICH WOULD BT CONDUCTED IN THE MAMNER OF BRITISH PHILOSOPHER
BERTRAND RUSSFLL'S SWEDISH TRIBUNAL TRIALS OF. THE UNITED STATES
FOR VIETNAY WAR POLICIES. . ¢
KING'S SOTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE HAS NOT
OFFICIALLY APPROVED THE MOCK TRIAL, HOWEVER, IT WAS EXPECTED TO DO
] SO NEXT WEEK, SCLC SOURCES SAID.
\”" THE MOCK TRIAL PRORABLY WOULD LAST FOR ABOUT ONE WEEK AND TAXKE PLACE
“WIN MASON TEMPLE, A LARGE CHURCH ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF NMEMPHIS WHERE KING
MADE HIS LAST SPEECH THE NIGET BEFORE HIS NURDER.

BEVEL AND OTHER SCLC STAFFERS HOPED TO HOLD A LARGE MARCH THROUGH
BOWNTOWN MEMPHIS DURING THE MOCK TRIAL WITH KING'S WIDOW, MRS.
CORTTTA KING, AND KIS SUCCESSOR IN SCLC, THE REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY,
LEADING THE (MARCHERS. .

RAY'S TRIAL ON MURDER CHARGES 1S SCHEDULED TO BEGIN APRIL 7, IT
BAS BEEN POSTPONED THICT, ONCE FROM NOV. 12, AND ONCE FROM MARCH 3.
PEUFL BRLIEVES RAY SEOULD NOT BE CONVICTED OF THE MURDER UNLESS ALL
THE NATION IS CONVICTED OF 1T, ON THE GROUNDS CF RACISM.

- 2/28--EGRI4LFL ‘ i
! ' .
h |
| J
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UNI&‘,D "STATES DEPARTMENT OF QSTICE B ‘)Q‘ gé
‘ <l
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _T[Ul“
. . Birmingham, Alabama . ¢ ..
In Reply, Please Rt_zjer‘ to . Februa ry 2,;, 1969 A -

File No.

" Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN -
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

A confidential source of this Bureau who has fur-
nished reliable information in the past advised on February
26, 1969 that the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC) held a meeting of its city conveners in Atlanta,
Georgia on February 25, 1969 at the Inter-denominational
Theological Center on Beckwith Street. Source furnished
the following information concerning this meeting.

- There were approximately thirty persons in
attendance. A few of these people were SCIC officials from
Atlanta. The majority of the persons present were SCLC city
conveners. However, five of the city conveners were absent.

The meeting lasted from approximately 11:10 a.m.

"to 4:45 p.m. and was divided into two sessions. Rev. Andrew

Young, SCLC official, presided in the morning session, and
Rev. T. Y. Rogers, SCLC official, presided at the afternoon
session. Rev. Ralph Abernathy, President of SCIC, spoke, as

"well as Rev. Calvin Morris, official of SCLC's Operation Bread

Basket, Chicago, Illinois, and Rev. William Hollins, SCIC
staff member. . A discussion was held on observing the anni-

1969.

vigil will be held at ‘the United Nations in New York, led

From April 4 through April 7, 1969 a commemorative
by Rev. Wyatt T. Walker. g

On April 4, 1969 parents will be called upon to
keep children out of school all over the United States.

~

FupLosuEd

R £ B

——y
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Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION, .
. SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

From 6:00 p.m. through 6:04 p.m. on April 4, people will be
asked across the country to pause and stop all movement dur-
ing the time Rev. King was assassinated. Food chain stores
will be asked to suspend business nationally on April 4.

_ April 5, 1969 will be designated '"National Tag
Day''. Contributions will be solicited for Martin Luther
King tags to secure funds for SCIC. ‘

April 6, 1969 will be "Black Easter'". DPeople will
be urged to make only necessary purchases, point up poverty
situations in the United States. A pageant is planned for
Chicago by leaders of Operation Bread Basket in which Dr.
King will be symbolicly raised from the dead.

April 7, 1969 through April 12, 1969 will be '"Days
of Confrontation'", of which Rev. T. Y. Rogers is National
Coordinator. Places of confrontation are to be decided by
local groups in thirty cities where city conveners are sta-
tioned or in other cities which are likely to be riot areas.
SCIC plans to avoid future rioting by confronting injustices
in educational systems, welfare, law enforcement, politics,

‘militarism, etc. The program will be continued to secure
petitions to have January 15 declared a legal holiday in
honor of Martin Luther King's birthday. .

4 _Several SCIC officials have been subpoenaed to
testify in the trial of James Earl Ray. They will not appear,
but Chauncey Eskridge and Jesse Jackson of SCIC will testify.
A1l other SCLC personnel will stay out of Memphis.

At one point during the program, one of the speak-
ers criticized the leadership of Dr. Abernathy of SCILC and
noted what the organization needed was stronger leadership.
Rev. Abernathy was sitting im the meeting at this time and
heard the remarks; however, after Rev. Abernathy spoke to
the group, he was strongly and vigorously applauded. Among
other things, he said that SCIC could not live in tpe dyeam
of Dr. King alone but that all members of the organization

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION,
SOUTHERN CIRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

must have their own thoughts and dreams for the future. He.
said that Dr. King organized SCLC and carried out a necessary

‘program in his time, but if SCIC is to continue to advance,

all of its leaders must keep up with the times and antici-
pate the needs of the future.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its.contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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UPI-61 .
: (KING)

_ ATLANTA--THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IS
MAXING PLANS FOR A "NATIONWIDE CONFRONTATIONY BEGINNING APRIL L,
T?EGFﬁgST ANNIVERSARY -OF THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER
KIN 2o . ,

IN MAKING THE ANNOUNCEMENT YESTERDAY, XING'S SUCCESSOR, SCLC
PRESIDENT REV. RALPH D, ABERNATHY, DESCRIBED THE OCCASION  AS A
WEEK-LONG PROGRAM OF "COMMIMORATION AND CONFRONTATION "

l THE APRIL & PROGRAYM WILL PROBABLY INCLUDE PRAYER VIGILS AND

[ 1

ERVICES FOCUSING ON XING'S DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH IN
MONTGOIERY, ALA. WHERE HE BEGAN HIS CIVIL RIGHTS WORK, ABERNATHY
SAID. :

[ ©/26--5W1214PES ﬁ
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to :
File No, Birmingham, Alabama

February 24, 1969

RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

A confidential source of this Bureau who has fur-
nished reliable information in the past reported on
February 24, 1969, that a Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) "Memorial Mobilization Meeting" was held
on February 23, 1969, at the Gaston Motel, Fifth Avenue
North, Birmingham, Alabama. Hosea Williams, Bernard Lee,
Andrew Young, T. Y. Rogers and Stoney Cooks, SCLC employees,
conducted the meeting which touched upon Negro political
representation in Alabama and a march on Montgomery,
Alabama, to be conducted April 4, 1969. This source stated
that the memorial march will be a statewide demonstration
to be conducted at Montgomery, Alabama, on April 4, 1969,
and Negro collegée students will be encouraged to participate
in this march on the capitol. SCLC intends to complete the
details regarding the march at a meeting which will be held
in Montgomery, Alabama, on March 4, 1969. '

A second confidential source of this Bureau who
has furnished reliable information in the past reported on
February 24, 1969, that a meeting sponsored by SCLC was held
at the A, G, Gaston Motel in Birmingham. Hosea Williams
and Andrew Young, SCLC officers, were in charge. There were
representatives from six or seven counties in Alabama. The
main topic of discussion was to prepare for a march on
Montgomery, Alabama, April 4, 1969, to commemorate the
death of Rev. M. L. King, Jr. Another primary topic of
discussion was the planning of an overall movement to be
set up in Alabama to secure better Negro political parti-
cipation inasmuch as Hosea Williams feels that one-third of
the people in public office in Alabama should be black,
according to the population of the state, A series of
programs to deal with this question will be mapped out on

This document contzins neither recemmendaiois L
egy. it is the property of the FEI

conclusions of the
and is-lcaned 1o your cgency; it and its contents are

not to be distributed cutside your agencya.
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RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

March 8, 1969, at St. Judes Catholic Church in Montgomery,
Alabama. Tommy Wrenn, a subsistence worker for SCLC, spoke
out at this meeting, and using profanity cursed the white
people, calling them rats, etc. He proposed a disruption
in the steel plants in Alabama, He suggested that the steel
workers call in sick on April 4, 1969. He asked all steel
workers to meet with him after the meeting was over. It

was noted that about fifteen Negroes met with Wrenn after
the meeting.

Source advised that also present at this meeting
were Stoney Cooks, SCLC Youth Director, and Dr. J. L,
Cashin, Negro dentist from Huntsville, Alabama, and leader
of the National Democratic Party of Alabama. Peter Hall,
a Birmingham attorney, was present, as well as Fred Gray,
who is from Tuskegee and Montgomery, Alabama. Gray said
he favored this proposed march on Montgomery, but he wanted
to know who would be in charge and exactly what they would
do. He said that the wrong leadership in this matter could

cause trouble,

2%
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer-to _'Birmingham, Alabama
File No. February 24, 1969
Title COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Character  INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Reference  Memorandum dated February 24,
1969, at Birmingham, Alabama.

A1l sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. [t is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency.

A
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SIXTYWTNE AND ATLANTA AIRTEL AND LHM TO BUREAU FEBRUARY

THIRTEEN SIXTYNINE CAPTIONED RE ABOVE.

ON NIGHT FEBRUARY NINETEEN, SIXTYNINE AT OHE THREE EIGHL

SEVEN - R ADVISED HE WAS NOT AWARE AS OF THAT TIME THAT SCLC
HAD FINALIZED ANY SPECIFIC PLANS FOR APRIL FOUR, SIXTYNINE OR

THAT BASIC NATURE OF ACTIVITY CONTEMPLATED FOR APRIL FOUR WAS

DIFFERENT THAN THAT INDICATED IN REBUTEL AND RE LHKM. ATLANTA .
y
WILL FOLLOW THIS MATTER AND IMMEDIATELY FORWARD PERTINENT
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er“,aAaAgain Fails in Reirial Effort

assassin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who now claims

he is innocent, today lost his latest attempt to change
his guilty plea and stand trial.

The U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, in a unani-

mous 3-0 ruling, decided that Ray had intelligently and -

voluntarily pleaded guilty to killing the civil rights
leader and had received competent legal advice.

King was assassinated April 4, 1968, in Memphis,
Tenn. Bay, who pleaded guilty to first degee murder
on March 10, 1969, is now serving a 99-year sentence at
the Tenneesee State Prison in Nashville. '

ver since entering the guilty plea, Ray has bee

—.segking to withdraw that plea and to stand trial/
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Thearies on King Murder - - :
Tied by Common Threads

This is the second of two articles written by John M.
‘gCrewdson and based on reporting by Mr. Crewdson, Ben A,
"Franklin, Nicholas M. Horrock and Martin Waldron.

i Speclal to The New York Times o—-der of the Committes<io.Inves-
WASHINGTON, Jan. I—Most ™,

P o

|
|
|

i

lof the theori o

i?:rfvzﬁp;iflef},:f :SSC;I;;I:;;?“. '€ to establish any firmasserted in a recent interview
P ¢ 1. evidence of a conspiracy. ‘tnat if a new trial were granted
iof the Rev. Dr. Martin Lutheri But even without access to he could present a case that
{King Jr. on April 4, 1968, are. Government files, which remain Mr. Ray was nowhere near
‘bound by a common thread—largely ciosed, or to Mr. Ray, :the Memphis motel at the time
{the view that unnamed “inter-! Who refused to be ‘interviewed, of the assassination. :
‘ests,” southern, reactionary! The Times found puzzling gaps: Mr. Ray had previously told
and white had sensed in Dr.i2Nd inconsistencies in the:khis lawyers that he had been
[o05 WIS, | S iheand! €Vidence so far made public outside 2 rooming house adja-
;f‘\_m_gs' lﬂCfeﬂSngly mllltam,by the F.B.I, the Justice De-lcent to the motel when Dr.
jeivil rights activities a new: partment and other agencies.!King was killed, although he
jeconomic and political threat  Even some Justice Depart-:had not known of the murder
[that precipitated his murder at ment lawyers have been so'at the time. -
itheir hands. concerned that someone possib-{ The Tennessee prosecutors
i . q 0 ly involved in the assassination ;produced a witness, Charles Q.
{ A secon common thread has raay have gone unpunished that Stevens, who placed Mr. Ray
;been the skepticism of many they have twice tried to induce:inside the house at the time
over the intervening seven hte conviceted killer, Mr. Ray,/the shot struck Dr. King—a
|years that James Earl Ray, a to tell whalt he knows to a'shot he said he had heard but
Ismail-time holdup man with a Federal grand juhy. lhad not secen—fired from the

ireputation for bumnbling bad Testimony Refused lboardmg house bathroom.

|luck and a long string of jail On both occasions, first in,bultwgidsﬁg?nrseg:ifé z:is]l;eglg%r,
: idd by hi 71 and again last year, Mr.. 4 iy
sentences, could by himself 1971 and again last y » MI000 reward offered for infor-
{have planned and carried out Ray, who has privately main-; 001 leading to the convic-
ibothvthe crime and an‘escape’ tained that he was but an U0-'tion of Dr. King’s murderer.
'that swreiched over fou: coun- \\;:tgmg %art Igf 2 1a]{%§r plo{ The reward that has never been
e and oo months before 280nSE B Kings fe, sen ol amone,
ke was finally capturgd in through his lawyers that e Conspirators® Nameg
Londda. © | would not testify. . Mr. Fensterwald said that his
Charges that Mr. Ray had! Mr. Ray’s lawyers concede efforts to gain an acquittai for
not acted alone began to| that their cliant may, as the'Mr. Ray probably would not
niount almost from the moment | Justice Department suspected,gprodu_ce the names of any co-|
that Dr. King, his spinal cord have. “some. knowledge” con-iconspirators, Hls “chent, Mr.
o ! llow-nosed rifle . cErning the involvement of oth-{Fensterwald said, “has ne in-
severed by a hollow-nosed rifle, “ %8, O shooting, but they terest in solving the crime.” -

~ " H
»
. . . .

Dep. AD Adm.

Dep. AD tnv. ___
Aczst, Dir.:

Admin, ____

Comp. Syst.

Ext, Affoirs

Files & Com. __

Gen. Inv. _

fdent, ___ L ——

,\!n:po; io .

k]
}_ﬁ Intells. __{~.

" Lebero 'or% -

Spec. lav. ____

[
- - - ugate- Assassinations, who is , .;5.7? -
racy-tE, Case, also without beinginow Mr. Ray's chief counsel, i wj Plan. & Eval. __

Trainina__‘
Lega!l Coun.

Telephone Rm. ___

Director Sec’y ____

.

bullet, died in the emergency| guy thay his refusal to- talk| several officials and formerThe Washington Post __
room where he had been taken! gtems from his fear of reprisals officials of the Justice Depart-'Waghington Star-News

froiz the Lorraine Motel, in from co-conspirators. Such re-'ment's Civil Rights Divizion

.downtown Memphis, Tenn, prsals. they add, could easily-which was given the responsi-Daily News (New York)

[ According to officials and be carried out inside the walls bility for investigating the mur-The New York Times

of the Tennessee State Peniten-ider almost from the moment it

|former ofiicials of the Justice tiary in Nashville, where the;occurred, have become increas-

|oi Investigation, the bureau has a §9-year sentence. jseven years that Mr. Ray, de-
ichecked out various asscrtions Although Mr. Ray pleaded spite his protests, was Dr.

: The Wall Street Journal _________
ED_epartmenL and Federal Bureau  ;7.v.ar.01d Mr. Ray is serving.ingly convinced over the lastThe National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

jof such a conspiracy that have guilty in a 144-minute pro for-iKing’s assassin.
écome tc its attention and has ma pr'ogeeditng (t)nd I\goarggtralgtlld Al?d \eﬂvenRthc’Jse officﬁxals who
ifound virtually all to be with- 1989, fe aitempte .doubt Mr, Ray’s sole responsi-

out substance. A team Df: saying it had been made yncerito “hunches” and “gut feel-
New York Times reporters’ yndue pressure from his law-iings” not to hard evidence.
spent six weeks imvestigathg, yer, Percy Foreman of Houston.| In 1971 and in 1974, partiy
. - I Mr, Ray now has before thejbecause of their own doubis
United States Court of Appealsiand partly in response to the

- for the Sixth Circuit a motionjunofficial appeals by Mr. Fen-

’ for & new trial. sterwald, Civil Rights Division

Mr, Berpard Fensterwald Ir.|officials sifted and eesifted=the

@ Washington lawyer and foun-'mass of evidence—enough to
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F Ul —~o—pwreKing - crales—, -V thgse - o et - . . e e e .
i To—paeKing - crales—gath ‘1than vomTiTon s reinforced byftenticn that Raotil had joined Ment connections. =---

jered by the F.B.I. during itsi
intengive 1968 hunt, for Dr.
King’s>killer. . o
But after these investigations
turned up nothing substantially
new, and in light of Mr. Ray’s
persis‘tent refusal to talk about
possible  co-conspirators, a
number of Justice Department

ithat before that he had acted
alone. ! ’

Last summer, for example
‘|the Rev. Dr. Ralph David Aber-
nathy, Dr. King’s successor as

Leadership Conference,
1Dick Gergory, the comedian,
{who has become interested in
assassination conspiracies,
asked Stanley Pottinger, head
of the Civil Rights Division,
to re-examine the two most

{lawyers felt more convinced!countered the man in a Mon-

head of the Southern Christian;between his escape and the|
and ‘King assassination,

Lhis story to defense: lawyers
that he waa “set up”’ to take
the blam_e. the killings by
a mysteric®® French Canadian
named Raoul.

Mr. Ray’s story has changed!
lover the years, and parts of it
fare demonstrably untrue, but
11ts essence is that he first en-

treal bar a few months after
his escape from the Missouri
prison at Jefferson City on
April 23, 1967.

+ He spent most of the year

s Mr. Rayi
says, working for Raoul, whom:
the Canadian authorities have
never found and whom patrons
at the Neptune Bar, where Mr.
Ray says the two men con-
ducted their initial business,

.i. The Civil Rights Division

do not remember, just'as they
do not remember Mr. Ray.

¢

But the Justice Departmen Arms Sale’ Planned
is re-evaluating several aspect It was Raoul, Mr. Ray has
of the case that have aroused)|said, who induced him to pur-
the most interest and concern/ichase a .30-06 rifle at a Bir-
including two claims by indi mingham sporting. goods shop
viduals that they had been part and carry it to Memphis in his
of or knew about the effort to|white Mustang, also financed
kil Dr. King. by Raoul. The weapon, Mr. Ray

The first was the assertion|S2Ys; Was to be shown' to pro-
of Robert Byron Watson, a spective customers in an arms
former employee of an Atlanta |S21e- L
art gallery that he had over- Mr. Ray told his first lawyer,
heard his employers plotting|Arthur Hanes Sr., the former
to kill Dr, King a few days be-|Birmingham Mayor, that he was
fore the assassination. instructed by Raoul on ‘the

persistent conspiracy reports
. Re-Evaluation

him in Reom 58, which, as
“John “Willard,” he had rentgiedition of Cartridges of the
a half<hour earlier, is called ‘70”‘1 by Frank C. Barnes, a
to question by the failure W®arge quantity of surplus milita-|
anyone, including Mrs. Frank rv .30-06 cartridges of the typel
Brewer, the rooming house man- found in the bundle had, by
ager, to recall having been 1968, been commercially avail-
asked by a stranger for the able in this country for some
room in which “Mr. Williard”iyeaf’s-
was registered. While there is no conclusive
Apart from the doubtful'PrOOf that Mr. Ray killed Dr.
story of Raoul, no independent|King—no one reports having
evidence of Mr. Ray’s involve-iseen him or anyone else fise
ment in a conspiracy has turned|the fatel shot—a rifle of the
up in seven years, and the rec-|type us:d in the assassix}:}ion
ord of his movements before|Was found shortly afterward-
and after the killing of Dr. King outside- the rooming house, and
includes his securing for himself Mr. Ray’'s fingerpmts werL on’
sucll; thmgs(:: asdthe rifle and 'it. )
a bogus Canadian -passport.,’ He had indisputabl -
which  would more logically chased the rifle, arxl)d );hgllll:s
have been provided by co-con-.before the murder, rented a
Spqutors. . ;'room in the house. Immediately
Still, the suspicion of a con-! after the shooting; he fled from
spiracy persists in the mindsi Memphis to Canada, England,
of many, from Harold Weis-' Portugal and back to England
berg, the former Maryland ,before he was captured.
chicken farmer who has styled | There rgmain, however, some
himself an “independent inves- ‘perplexin? questions about the
tlgatox:" of several recent !Ray case that make many of
assassinations, to the former'ithose familiar with its detail
high-ranking Justice Depart- reluctant to conclude that Mr.
ment official who recently re- iRay was a lone assassin. As
flected on the evidence and :one former Justice Department
gecxded that Mr. Ray was (lawyer who worked on the case
probably not a solo.” itypically remarked, “The other
Although there is some basis 'assassinations made sense in a,
for such suspicions, they have /kind of mad way—the James
been founded in large part on .Eau Ray thing never made any
misinformation. and confusion ,sense.”

fternoon of April 4, 1968, to

The second was the asser- a : " ’
Eion of a convicted confidence (c)};);%};ifg Eeﬂﬂgn{:&?&%tgﬁﬁg i
man, Clifford H. Andrews, that : '

“lisaid he was eventually joined
‘he had ﬁ?ﬁ%palr{t' of a cons}glr}; by the Canadian, who asked
\acy to kill Dr. King, for whichjy? : .
'he had been promised, but had him to leave the rifle and wait |
|never received, $200,000. Be-
cause he was double-crossed, :
Mr. Andrews was reported £0 telephone conversation that Mr.
name the other conspirators
in return for various consider- —_—
ations, including immunity bar in time to see Raol running
from prosecution and an un-down the stairs to the street,
described sum of money.

resfive, had stepped out of the

Mr. Ray’s other belongings and

‘concluded in a memorandum|climbed into the Mustang.

sent recently to Attorney Gen- it
eral Edward H. Levi thatihad no knowledge of Dr. King’s
‘neither the Watson nor An-|{murder until he heard about it
drews report warrants a re-jon a car radio sometime later,
opening of the King investiga- said he drove off with Raoyl in
tion, and Mr. Fensterwald, Mr.|the back seat, hidden by a’bed-
Ray's lawyer, agreed in a recent!sheet. After four blocks, Mr.
interview ' that both men ap-{Ray said, Raoul jumped.out o
peared to be withuot credibility.thé care and vanished and Mr.
Third Assertion Ray continued on to Mississippl.

. Mr. Ray is reported to have
The Justice Department, de-|since changed his story, main-
spite its findings in the Watsonltaining without elaboration that

in a downstairs bar. ibelief, widely held, that the
Mr. Hanes recalled in a recent jFederal Government uncovered

; h Ray had said he had done as ispiracy that it subs “evidence it has assembled is
have said, he was Wllllng to he ‘was asked, but, grOWinglsgpprgssed‘ T}ia’t s%e??eqfuemly

ijtained by fhe Justice Depart-|virulent racist with a particular

I.ment for Mr. Ray's arrest three | antagonism tow rd Dr.
where he dropped the rifle andriWeeks after the King assassina.and other signs that he/was a.-

Mr. Ray, who insists that hej:

over erroneous “facts” picked! Foremost among the-myster-
up after the King killing and|ies are Mr. Ray’s motives for
passed on over the years, gain-{suddenlv leaving a girlfriend
ing a kind of credence through|and offers of a bartending job
repitition. Ilin Los Angeles inh March, 1968
A principal example i to drive acrass the country to
P ide ple 1S the| il Dr. King. ‘
The Justice Department is ad-

some early evidence of a con-!dressing this question, but the

was contradictory. There are Some

prompted by the warrant, ob. lindications that Mr. Ray was a

King,

tion, which charged that he had -ronviolent man who neither
‘conspired in thegkilling withag liked mor detested blacks andj
man “whom he alleged to be had no particular feeling about!
his brother.” - Dr. King. )
Conspiracy Alleged : Oddities of Case oo
Since ordinary murder is not! The F.B.I, one former oificial-
a Federal crige, thee Jusgge" said, did not address the ques-
Department .was able to claim tion of motive, nor was it
jurisdiction in the case only:“particularly” puzzied at the
by alleging the existence of time about the oddities of the
a  conspiracy to violate Dr, case. One of these was the
King's civil rights, and the war- diSCOVETY that Mr. s r.lfLe,’
rant charging. Mr. Ray with when abandoned, 'cont_am,q
that offense was obtained on'only one empty cart_ndge in the
the strength of his statement|chamber and none in the four-

But according to the 1972

and Andrews matters, is none- \he was some distance from the

theless looking into a third
such assertion involving a
group of visitors to an Atlanta
,jail who purportedly were over-
heard, six months before the
assassination, attempting to
sclicit the help of inmates in
arranging for Dr. King's mur-
ider. .
| While Justice officials see
yMr. Ray’s refusdl to Taix as iile
most significant indication of

|resenibling Mr. Ray.

rooming house when the fatal
shot struck Dr. King, but the
discrepancies between elements
of either version and the facts

to the Birmingham sporting
goods clerk that he was pur-;
chasing a rifle in anticipation
of a hunting trip with his

cast doubt on the story in’its
entirety.

" For one thing, none of the
patrons gathered that afternoon

in Jim’s Grill, a bar on the

ground floor of the rooming

house, were able to recall Jor
F.B.l. agents having-seerraimnan

S rooming house, with the impli- |

“brother.” )
Much speculation has aiso
centered on how Mr. Ray ob-|
tained the five military. c&-"
tridges found in the bundle

dropped outside the Memphis

cation that he might have been

'more so for Mr.

round clip. That would suggest
that th@assassination had been
a one-shot, all-or-nothing prop-
osition—risky at best for an
experienced  rifeman, much

Ray, whose

skill at shooting was evidenced

&only by an Army marksman-

ship medal. .

" Nor is there a convincing ex-
bgtatidtion why Mr. Ray—il the
killer was Mr. Ray—dropped
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the rifle and his other belong-
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- .
-

St

Iings on.the street in full view ——seromo l . . ‘
i1 On in, i Y ?, . . . \.‘“
[in front of the roomisg. house,| in I\QFE;?ds name when he'the _recesses of the b P

frather than secreting them up-| . @ = Yarss Far 1 ns—Lee Harvey Usteang
[stairs or tossing them out a‘Hﬂ ; fed at London > “Unless I}Ikay. jand Sirhan B. Sirhan a“""':, '
: eathrow Airport on June 8,i i Mr. Ray eventually!them—whose motiv :

}wrindow. *1decides i ivoves will be.
The EB1 concluded_ that 1965 e of sy, Jote Beparmecri M 1 come progresivel Gouea B
dropping the rifle on the street,! There are a nurber of simi-,some pertinent information! A ' onenee or history. y
where it was found by a Mem- jlar questions, each in itself per-,to offer once he mounts t(})]g‘put Sito\nv? hformir F.BI. agent
iphis policeman within sevenjhaps explicable as‘the result of witness stand, his name appears day “T\}iér : sr e other
fminutes, was simply typical of|luck or happenstance, but to- destined to remain among the who wondex? t?e o ‘x;:.‘_?ple
Mr. Ray’s career as a bungler.|gether the  substance of a ranks of the other Ametx’*icaniBooth ” about Jehn Witkes
He had previously been ar-{deeper mystery., — e
rested after having fallen out| For example, why did Mr.
of a getaway car ontc the|Ray exchange after one day the
street, having run headlong into first gun he purchased from the
a blind alley and having(Birmingham gun shop, obtain-
dropped - his bankbook, com-iing a more powerful expensive
plete with name and address,|weapon, when the first would
at the scene of a crime, ha\]’]% served his purpose equally
o well? o
Escape a‘Myst-ry But there are Jarger ques- v
- Other anomalies abound. Theltions, and one of the most sig-
details of Mr. Ray’s escape|nificant is how Mr. Ray, a
from the Missouri penitentary stranger to Memphis who had
are unclear. And no Lone canfarrived there less than 24 hours
explain why the “wanted” |before Dr. King was killed, was ‘
flver issued routinely after his|able to learn that the black
absence was discovered con-|leader was staying at the Lor- %
tained examples of fingerprints raine Motel. . :
that were not his. Co Although it has been widely
Nor is there a convincingireported that the, Memphis
explanation of how Mr. Ray,|newspapers of April 4 carried
after making his way by bus|articles to that effect, and even
from Atlanta to Toronto, se-|photographs of him standing on
cured the aliases Paul Bridg-|the balcony outside his room,
man and Ramon George Sneyd.|no such articles or photographs
They were residents of the|appeared until April 5, the day| -
Torc;)rllto area who boreha .re-|after Dr. King was shot. :
semolance to Mr. Ray, who was . g
caﬂgzing a Canadian passport Source of Funds ) ’ :

b+ ommas ot e  n

., But the central question—the : po——" 3
i 1 lone on which the theory of any. : . .
- é i  ‘conspiracy turns and for which
4 the F.B.I candidly admits it has
no answer—is where Mr. Ray
obtained the thousands of dol-
lars he used to finance his trav-
. els through at least five coun-
; tries, his/$2,000 Mustang, his|' '
8500 rifle and his habit of . !
spending long hours in bars.

One Justice Department offi-

cial .said recently, “We simply
don't know how he got his : -
money.” But he noted that Mr. . T,
Ray's robbery of a London sav-
ings bank four davs before his
arrest seemed to be an indica-
tion that he was not being sup-|
b plied with funds by other con-|
spirators. .

The F.B.I. investigated again
all unsolved "bank robberies at
the time of Dr. King’s murder
but was not able to link Mr.
Ray to any of them, The bureau| _ .
theorizes, but "cannot prove, ) ) . R Lt
that he sustained himself with T e
other small robberies in'. the : :

United States. i

. There are many more unan-|-
swered questions, but the clues! ) )
to tikeirsshation lie not  in’ : -
the files of the FET, Duf in .

TR
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Study of Dr. King’s Deatlr
Finds No Links to F.B.I

!

)

! This is the first of two articles on renewed ques-

« tions about the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. It was written by John M. Crewdson and

I is based on reporting by M

r. Crew¢son, Ben A. Franke

lin, Nicholas M. Horrock and Martin Waidron.

Special to The Na

w York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31—For,agency that could prosecut/
nearly eight years the assas-!if evidence warranted. Withs

sination of the Rev. Dr. Martini
Luther King Jr. has puzzled|
many private citizens and eveni
some Government officials who|
were skeptical that James Ear]j
Ray, an escaped ex-convict|
4with no obvious antipathy to-!
-'ward the black civil rights lead-;
Jer, had been the lone assassin,
|despite Mr. Ray’s own admis-
{sion of guilt in court.

Last month when the Senate
Select Committee on Intel-

eral Bureau of Investigation'
‘had carried out a secret six-

publicly, questions were sud-

way in the murder of Dr. King

4, 1968?

Pressure for an investigation:
of the F.B.L’s harassment of
{Dr. King was immediate. The|
Senate committee -considered
extending its own investigation
‘but decided to leave it to some

ligence disclosed that the Fed-'many

days, the Justice Department!
Civil Rights Division open
an examination—the first eve
—of the 96-volume archive th
F.B.I. had compiled on Dr. Kin)

About the same time, TE
New York Times began its ow
inquiry into the case. Althoug
limited by Mr. Ray's refusal /
taik with reporters and by la¢
of access to the still-classifis
Justice Department and F.B.
files, reporters investigate
questions zhout M
Ray’'s possible motives, mov
ments, money and connection

year effort to discredit Dr. King|and the activities-of the F.B

After numerous interviev

denly being asked in officialjover six weeks with prese
quarters: Might the F.B.], itself and. former officials of
|have been involved in some/Justice Department and ¢.

F.B.L, lawyers and others fam

at a Memphis motel on April|liar with the case, The Tim -

.

found no evidence that wou

implicate the F.B.I either "

rectly or indirectly in the killin
Sources familiar with the

.vestigation by the Senatz-celi_.

committee asserted that th

St
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*
had found o evidence of F.EL
complicity in the ‘position of
the King file thiey had exam-
inod.

_ Tha Justice Department’s re-
examination of the -case con-
unues. But J. Stanley Pottinger,
head of the Civil Rights Divi-
ston, said in an interview that
so far his inquiry had turned
up no evidence whatever of

F.B.I. involvement in the kill-

ing.

But many other questions .

remain open. The Justice De-
partment’s investigation itself
is charged with a broader task
than merely finding out wheth-
er the F.B.I. had a hand in the
murder. It is also trying to de-
termine the extent of the “dirty
tricks” played against Dr. King
and whether any of them in-
volved illegalities. The inquiry
is checking the F.B.I files for
possible dereliction in the bu-
reauw’s original investigation of
the murder or for evidence of
a conspiracy itself. ' .

Only one occaslon has thus
far come to light, according
to Justice Department -and
F.B.I. sources, in which the
bureau’s efforts to discredit Dr.,
King overlapped with his inves-
tigation of his murder.

In that instance, which ap-
pears to be of no consequence,
‘the F.B.L’s Intelligence Division
provided to its General Investi-
gative Division the name of
a Los Angeles dentist with
whose estranged wife Dr. King
had been filmed by F.B.L intel-
ligence agents entering and
leaving motel rooms as well
as overheard talking on the
telephone, according to the
sources. . )

The F.B.L’s assassination in-
vestigators, considering the
possibility that Dr. King:s mur-
der might have been a:rrqnged
by a jealous husband, inter-

|26-volume file that caused them
jany ag

s1—an F.B.I proposal,
made late March or early
IApril 7968, to point out to
ifriendly “media sources” in
{Memphis that Dr. King, the
|country’s foremost integration-
‘ist, had taken a room there
ta few days earlier at the ex
[white-owned Rivermont Motel
loverlooking the Mississippi Riv-

er.
| "on March 28, 1968, Dr. King
and other officials of his South-
lern Christian Leadership Con-
Iference, a Civil Rights Organi-,
|zation, went to Memphis, to
lead a march in support of[
istriking  municipal garbage
workers. The dispute quickly]
'turned into a violent protest
lwhen some demonstrators be-'
gan smashing shop windows.

Dr. King and his aides re-
treated from the vijolence to
the® Rivermont, seve¢ral blocks
froin the black-owned Lorraine

N the anfmosity evidenct

J.
Edgar Hoover, the 1at@®P.BI.,
director, and other high bureau|
officials toward Dr. King created
a climate within the bureau
that resuited in an investigation
of his death that was not thor-
ough and expeditious enough.
A number of former F.B.L
agents, many of them involved
in the assassination investiga-'
tion, disclosed that many field
agents knew that Mr. Hoover
and his chief aides had been
angered by Dr. King’s criticism
of the bureau’s civil rights activ-
ities in the South, had® ex-
pressed o’fense at his personal
morals and were conclimed

view is the question SF'WG,@'er

that his association witt pur-
ported Communist sympathiz-
ers might give the Américan
Communist Party a degree of
control over black voters in
the South. .

Hotel and Motel in.a rundown
seciion of the city, where the
King party had previously
stayed.

Dr. King left Memphis the
day after the disastrous march
with a promise to mount anoth-,
er protest as soon as tempers
cooled, and when be did return,
on April 3—the day before he
died—he and his entourage in-
stalled themselives at the Lor-
raine, on whose open-air balco-
ny, he was shot down the fol-
lowing evening.

The discovery of the F.B.IL

proposal to embarrass Dr. King -

publicly for having stopped at
the white-owned Rivermont the
week before opened the possi-
kility in-the minds of Justice
Department lawyers that the
F.B.I. might have been indirect-~
ly responsible for, or even tried
to engineer, Dr. King’s staying
at the Lorraine Motel.

But the Justice Department’s

viewed both the dentist and
-his wife and concluded that
the man knew nothing of the
crime.

Preconceptions Denicd

Although nohe of them cited
that particular incident as an
jexample, many of the F.B.L;
‘personnel who talked to Thel
Times emphasized that they:
Hpproached the King qu:der
case with no ppreconceptions
about whether a conspiracy had
existed. .
As one pnt it, “We didnit
have the slightest damned idea
who or what” was behind the
killing at the outset, and he
noted that the F.B.L had offi-
cially considered a number_of
possibilities, includ_mg the like-
lihood that the killer was an

investigation of the matter,
which has included interviews
with F.B.I. agents responsible
for the proposal and a review

duced, one official said, no
evidence that the F.B.I. even
trieR to-encourage the publica-

Nothing, the official said, ap-
peared in either of the Memphis
newspapers, The Commercial-
Appeal or The Press-Scimitar,
taunting Mr. King for his brief|
stay at the Rivermont..

Moreover, former aides to
Dr. King have told the Depart-
ment that his party did not
go to the Rivermont Motel of
its own volition in the first
place but was taken there by

agent of a foreign DOWET, but
discarded snch theories as 002-
tradictory. evidence mounted.

fsund” only one ifEm 1M

4

So far, the Civil Riﬁhts 1}3;‘1\%_\
i e ot .
fout lavgirers Y “theipartment’s current internal re-

the Memphis police, who be-
lieved it the most secure place
for Dr. King to stay until the
Irioting abated. .
" One facet of the Justi

tion of such a story. *

cg__‘nﬁ_;__:We foliowed shotgun leas;—

Although knowledge of ha-
rassments aimed at Dr. King
was_confirmed to top officials
at F.B.I. headquarters, some
lesser executives and field
agents knew of the minor dis-
ruptions and physical and elec-
tronic surveillance of which
he was a target.

But these persons and others,
including Justice Department

like it was going out-s-styi0
the~mun said, and another re.
tired F.B.I. official, ‘alsg closely
involved with the investigation,
echoed that contentjon,

“This is a case,” he said
“where we went al] out. We
followed not only the leads
that were logical or even semi.
plausible, but a Iot that were
sumply crazv, absolutely just

The FBI’s hunt for Dr.
Kirg's killer was one of the
most comprehensive “special,”
or high-priority, investigations
in the bureau’s history, involy-
ing at its peak some 3,000
agents—then abput half the
total number—mMre than 30,-
000 interviews of individuals
1believed to have knowledge of
'the case. and a cost of nearly
{$1.5 million over two months.

! But some former Justice De-
‘partment officials, and even

}a few retired F.B.I agents, con-

cedeq that once the bureau’s
linvestigation narrowed to Mr.
|Ray’s ~ whereabouts, some
fevidence that did not seem
ito lead directly to Mr. Ray,
but which might have provided
clues to a conspiracy, might
have gone overlooked.

One former F.B.I. official
echoed that suspicion, saying
that once Mr. Ray's identity

officials who read the product-Avas discovered two weeks after

of the F.B.I's investigation as
it flowed into headquarters in
1968, the bureau’s efforts to
find Dr. King’s killer had been
unstinting.

There is, however, at least
one indication that the F.B.L
investigation may have been
tardy in following up an impor-
tant lead—a fingerprint clue.

Several former F.B.I. and Jus-
tice Department officials noted-
that whatever Mr. Hoover's
views might have been, the
pressure on the bureau to find
the killer had’ been intense,
both from . Attorney General
«Ramsey Clark and President
{Johnson. One former official
i called Mr. Clark “a heavy ham-

- of the Memphis press iuring),mer.” Another said President
.the period in question, has pro-

Johnson “was quite provoked

at us” because it took the
F.B.I. tow months and four;
days to find Mr. Ray.

‘We Had to Solve It®

One former F.B.I. officia] with
responsibility for the King. in-
vestigation noted that charges
at the time by some blacks
and radical whites that the
bureau could be expected to
hold back on the case “worked
the other way.”

“People were saying we
wouldn’t crack the case be-
cause Hoover didn’t like King,”
the former official said, “and
he [Hoover] made it very €p-
parent [within the F.B.L] that
we had to solve it.”

,Wasting manpower and moev,
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| bureau was institutionally inca-

Dr. King was killed, d'we were
sure it- was Ray” who had
committed the murder, “and
reverything else was secondary”

jto finding the man. But no
jone interviewed could provide

any examples of leads ‘they
believed had not been energeti-
cally followed up.

Sereral officials, in discqunt-
ing speculation about the Yare-

au’sinvolvement in the ing
killing, pointgd out that if, in-
conceivably, the bureau *had
chosen to arrange for such a
murder it presumably could
have developed a more sophis-
ticated and far less risky met-
hod than the employment of
a bumbling ex-corvict with &
hunting rifle. .
And several individuals in
and out of Government familiar
with the internal workings of
the F.B.I, asserted that the

pable of making leap from)
. sending Dr. King anbnymous;
letters to arranging for his as-
sassination. '
. But some questloned whether
Ithe hwreau which had had Dr
King under intermittent surveil.
lance in the weeks before he
was murdered, might have re-
ceived and withheld informa-
tion about an assassination plot

According to all those inter-
viewed by The Times, the F.B.L
had no such information at the
time of Dr, King's deatir and
had warned him of impending

|

silly. We followed them all.”. -

that could have saved his life. .




> - .
-ldangers on numerous occa- "

sionsDuiting the™ 1965 ¢tivil
rights march from Selma to
IMontgomery, Ala., for instance,
Ithe Justice Department sent a
high official to advise Dr. King
privately that the F.B.I. had
{ffamed of a threat against his,
e. , -
i Sevela past and present Jus-
[tice Department lawyers point-

ed out that, to take a cynicdl--

cer—s2id, “that itepuzzled
WWihat it took the RB.I .as
lehg as it did to.come up
with [the name !j James Earl

The bundle also contained
a portable radio that Mr, Ray
had bought at the Missouri|s
State Penitentiary a few days!:
before he escaped, and the ra-|:
dio had an easily traceable se-|:

M R A XD v

view, whatever the degree of rial number on it. JEor_some
Mr. Hoover's personal dislike reason, The F.B.I. apparently
for Dr. King, it would not have did not check out the radio

been in the F.B.L director’s in-{ serial number until after Mr.

that Mr. Ray might be one.

They were right, and they
‘were also lucky. Mr. Ray’s
prints, on file in that group

terest to see the black leader
martyred, but rather to relay
to Dr. King every threat brought
to the bureau’s attention .in
the hope of frightening him out
of the civil rights movement. ‘

The only asserion of tamper-
ing by Mr. Hoover with any;
facet of the King investigation
came from one former top
F.B.I. official, who noted that
Mr. Ray was captured in Lon-
don by New Scotland Yard at
6:15 AM., Eastern daylight
time, on June 8, 1968 — four
idays after Senator Robert F.
Kennedy was struck down by
an assassin’s bullet in Los An-
geles.

. Delay on Identification -

The funeral service for Mi
Kennedy, whom Mr. Hoover
had also grown to dislike while
he was Attorney General, was
scheduled to begin in New York
City at 10 o'clock that same
morning, and the former F.B.L
official said that Mr. Hoover
had ordered the public an-
nouncement of Mr. Ray’s cap-
ture held up until the funeral
-{was under way, in the belief
that this would detract from
the publicity surrounding the
services. . .
One facet of the F.B.L inves-
tigation that remains a mystery
—Mr. Pottinger has asked the
bureau not to comment publicly
on the case in view of Mr.
Ray’s appeal for a new trial—is
the passage of 15 days between
the shooting of Dr. King and
-the bureau’s identification of
the suspected killer as James
\Earl Ray.

Within seven minutes of the
King shooting, a Memphis po-
lice lieutenant discovered on
the sidewalk outside a cheap
rooming house adjacent to-the
Lorraine Motel a bundle -con-
traing a .30-06 -calibre hunting
rifle—purchased by. Mr. Ray
a week earlier, it was later|,
learned—a mismatched box of}:
cartridges, a pair of binoculars,
two unopened cans of beer
and some undergarments.

Several of these items, in-
cluding the rifle, one of the
bullets, the binoculars and a
beer can, bore Mr, Ray’s finger-
prints—“so much in the way
of eviderree left on the scene,”
one former Justice Department

Ray was arrested. because of his escape from
The bundle was shipped un-{the Missouri State Penitentary
der guard to the F.B.I laborato-|the year before, were on the
Ty in Washington, arriving less|700th card the clerks examined.
than 12 hours after the shoot-| The next day, April 19, the
ing. And yet, by all available!F.B.I. announced that the man
accounts, no search of the bure-lit was seeking, whom it had
au’s fingerprint files was begun/known up to then only by
‘until  April 18, when F.B.I|the aliases of Eric Starvo Galt,
agents, retracing, Mr. Ray's!John Willard and Harvey Louw-
steps, discovered in a room|wmyer, was Mr. Ray. What
he 'hadrented in Atlanta a|remains unclear is why the,
map that yielded a nearly per-jsuccessful file search was not ¥
fect latent thumb print. begun sooner, with the latent
Only after the thumbprint|fingerprints lifted from the
was rushed to Washington did |items in the bundle.
F.B.I. clerks begin poring over :
the fingerprint cards of 53,000 (Tomorrow: The conspirdcy
Pederal fugitives, in the belief qu'zstion.

1

t 1
i

= )

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




r G-18 (Rav. 1-30-74) -
< @ Dep. AD Adm. _
‘p . % Dep. AD lav. __
é“ S E e Asst. Dir.:
A i S ‘Xp OT@S Admin, _______

-

e sz Comp, Syst, ____
mag’;qharbutt ) . Ext. Affairs ___
Assaciated Press Files & Com.
I [ P ——— ° e . Gon. love. o
AING Assassmation e——
— e - Inspection ./ ~
NEW YORK — CBS News offers tonight a  §0’ DESPITE its work, the show winds :; = ivell. WL

Laboratory

one-hour TV study (WTOP-9, 10:30 piin.T of goyy4i ‘o i P
the 1968 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther inve?s[ilgfﬁo;hfa“légg ?\erves ?i'l’_s’t"gea%?:f&te- Plan. & Eval. __
King Jr., whether James Earl Ray did it, enq of jts November probe into the Kennedy Spec. Inv.

q

and, if so, whether he acted alone or as part 55c45cination o
of a conspiracy. ‘At that time, it said “history will be fess reins
Ray pleaded guilty in a Tennessee court in . T e S Lory Legal Coun. ____
aut g : confused”” if new congressional probes are
1869 to King's slaying in Memphls, but_re- made about information CBS said was with Telephone Rm. ___
nounced that plea, to no avail. He later failed p,14 from the Warren Commission by the  Director Sec'y

in.a federal court bid to wghdraw i11'1is plea o1A and the FBI

ani go on trial, but a new effort by him ndw ~gqp; it aa

; A ght, it says that regardless of the

is pending before a federal appeals court. . court decision Ray gets, doubts about the'cir-
. ... cumstances of King’s assassination-still iwill

R E'TEQTONIGI(':IESSI\‘SHO'W,.CO'I'FESpogde_nt Dtin remain and “an outside investigation is now

alner says ews, in its probe nto the peeded’ to attempt to resolve those doubts.

siaying of King, the black civil rights leader

and Nobel Peace Prize winner, tried to inter- IT SAID THE probe could be made either

view Ray in prison. : by Congress or by an independent commis-

“But due to the repeated advice of his law-Sion appointed by the president.
yers, he wouldn’t tall}i for this broadcast,” he  On Monday night, CBS will air the last of
acds. “So the hest witness stands mute.” its four-program series on the shootings of
Like CBS' two-part November study ofmajor American leaders. It says that show
Peesidert John F. Kennedy's assassinatiop, Will' study the “doubts and discrepancits
tonight’s show revisits the scene of the slay-Surounding the assassination of Sen. Rotert

ina. re-studies the evidence and interviews F- Kennedy, D-N.Y., and the attemrted

various persons, ranging from one of Ray'’s aSsissination of Gov. George C. Wallace of
current lawyers to a Memphis landlady who

rerted Ray a room.

o

IN THE KENNEDY shows, CBS cautiously
conciuded that while ““it may never be estab-
lished” whether Lee Harvey Oswald acted
alone, ‘“‘the evidence indicates” that Oswald
“‘probably did” shoot Kennedy. :

There's none of that in tonight’s show. CBS ,
fails to turn up any evidence of a conspiracy

Alabama.

The Washington Post —'ﬁ":{' .
Ny

to kill King and doesn’t offer any opinion, Washington Star-News _¥-
even a cautiously worded one, on whom, it Daily News (New York) .
thiiks may have killed him. . The New York Times

It simply says, among other things, that | The Wall Street Journsl —— -

Tennessee's case against Ray as a lone : .
assassin “was not as air-tight as we had The National Observes coma - *

beern told,” that no one saw the fatal shot . X The Los Angeles Tizes - -

fired and that there’s no evidence Ray was | [

near the scene of King's death “at the mo- - )
Date J,Z%/,N -

of zuiity — now is in legal contest” and that a - ,

feceral appellate court decision on Rayis

case may come soon. . . _ ,0 0 a

ment of the murder.” .
And it reiterates that “what seemed to De y 0
un juestionable proof — an unqualified plea (”'
| | ol
/

a'q.
]
I
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“We_simply don’t_ know
h&whiegot his money,” one
Justice Department offi-
cials said recently. But he
noted that Ray’s robbery of
a Lendon savings bank %ur
days before his arrest
seemed to be an indication
that he was not being sup-
plied with funds by other
conspirators. ’

The FBI investigatid
again all unsolved bank
rabberies at the time of
K'ng's murder, but was npt
able to link Ray to any of
them.

There are many unan-
swered questions, but un-
less Ray eventually decides
to cooperate and has some
pertinent information to
offer, his name appears
destined to remain among
the) ranks of other Ameri-
can assassins whose m.o-
tives will become progres-
sively clouded by dea;h,
silence aor history.

~
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Ay ers;S?nerftmx’;ﬁ-v J Usélf*'e co-conspirators. His client; THE CIVIL Rights Divi- Assec: Dir.
(!no' DQ t b ! = ,er; ?_ e}*ensterwald said, ‘‘has nosibn conciuded in a merno- Dep. AD Adm. _
AN LED \,a 55 een S0 concerned Ihilirterest in solving tlerzndum sent recently t0 Dep. AD |

] (o] somieone posgibly involved ¢rime " Atty. Gen. Edward B Lidt. P Ve ‘
in the assa$Sination may : \ th'a{neithér the Watsoit f(or Asst. Dir.: ‘

: s : !
Th@{)r!es {fgve hgaovneet:'?xc):‘?x'siggdtou}ifg SEVERAL officials andAndrews report warranted Admin. ‘
duce the convicted killer £ 20 e officials of the Jus-a reopening of the King Comp. Syst.

;tice Department’s Civilinvestigation, and Fenster- ; \
1 : St T .
!': 50!@! d j}i?,":%éflﬁeakfsssga] grandeng Division, have be-wald agreed in a recent 5’7 A:"c"s
pr E e [ }%z'ay's lawyers concede C0Me increasingly con-interview that both men ap- "''es & “om. —
iveie cliat );n;, as‘ tl‘:ivinced over the last sevenpeared to be without cred- Gen. inv.

‘ New York Times News Service Justice De artr?n'ent Sl;‘S_yearS that Ray, despite hislblht%. ’ . 5 Ident.
q, : Parmes protests, was King's assas- Justice is looking into a ST
§ Most of the theories of a p(c;ctgg. have *'some L‘no‘f‘”‘sin ' third such assertion involy- 'mspection -
4 C(:nspiracy surrou ‘ng the €dge concerning t.e mn- ¥ - = 2 in r f visi i Intell. b1 Ee
i assassination of Dr. Martin Volvement of others in the T i

becz use of their own doutitsAtlanta jail who purported- Laboratory

i ly were overheard, ’six

<63 “rafusal to talk stems frqm3nd partly in response to ncsi. Plan. & Eval.
v i":}?ﬂ?}:g gountih by a ,cfhr?lth:s gl g fr:nrmnthe unofficial appeals bymoaths before the assassi- i e
Fuin ?1 5 e ‘}-cu-conspirators. Such yo.Eensterwald, Civil Rightsnation, attempting to solicit Zwec. ‘nwv.
(d.mﬁ:: reacltnié;;;mtshd prisals, they add, couldDivision officials resiitedthe help of inmates in ar- Training
4 white, had sensed in {(i:g‘s easily be carried out i“Side[hedmbassu?f E‘g?e;ce' gat’?qra%‘gng%f?;r}rg?x% SsoTnl::rd:erl; o) St
Bischcis nilitant civil the walls of th SEEG-Hy 1he ULing BN et : ¢
1 .’nc:,easmgly.‘_mxhtam cmlSmte Pmitnmi:r}?:n,szsqi?mtensive 1968 hunt forPlexing questions that :
rights activities a new eco- o, " b0 L iT-yeér'-aidKi“gys killer. make many familiar w thDirector Sec'y
3 f*.:}rrtnc and .pohgcil. Lhreat‘Réy' is serving a 99-yeér _ But after these investiga-the case reluctant .to con-
| e pr;;-cgpx}t]ated IS MUEY - tence, ““tions turned up nothing¢lide that Ray was acled
(‘er\asteioilc; cgr:n;'on thread f-u bstan}ially e and 2 813{’: "one former Justice
g S ' "ALTHOUGH Ray ol ight of Ray's persistent ;
4 has beer% the skepticism of e s % ox,ﬂ.ﬁo%fagigrefusal to talk about possi-lawyer typically remarked,

many over the intervening e proceed;né on Marchblé co-conspirators, a num- he other assassinations

d seven years that James ber of Justice Department made sense in a kind of
dEarl Ray, a smalltime 10 1969, he attempted to re lawyers felt more con. mad way — the James Earl
15

r tract that plea within a few @ :

; fx;(:ld‘up man mtll:l a reputa-days savxpng it had beenvinced than before that he Ray thing never made any
jrion foe bhinbime sud &' 0r ender sinvie pressure 1ad acted alone. R ;
long string of jail sen; from his lawver Percy_ Nevertheless, the Justice But the central question

4 tences, could by himself 1OF : Decartment is re-evaluat-— the one on which the W 0D
§ bave planned and carried  9/€man o Housfton. Reying several aspects of the theory of any conspiracy /1 ;;/\‘
B out{both the crime and anNOV! 1as a motion for a new 5

Lyther King Jr. on April , Shooting. But they say 1is

Telephone Rm. __

.. ; ; " case that have aroused the turns and for which the FBI
j tschpe that ;tmméi overmg{ef::i;nii_ Fensterwald Most interest and concern, ¢andidly a,dm}}t]S it é!as o -
B ottt Delorp 16 wt finat. 0t & Washington lswyerincluding claime by ‘wo CRESS 0 o Lo B an G POTTE
1y captsurSdO‘r:Lgngg: " and founder of the Comr{‘it'i}ndlwduals fthatk e bl:’ad l:’lrrslehe used to finance his - \{\\ :

ly ce i . : : t n t la |
§ * Charges that Ray had nott€€ to Investigate Assassi- *e% part Do XneW about i vels through at least fie

§ 2cted alone began to mount Pations. who is now ng-splg}}s] tof!d”t L th ccuntries, his $2,000 Mus- i)
§ almost from the momentCchief counsel, asserted in a . A€ LiIS: Was tne asser- o % .. pic $500 rifle and b IR
B that King died i hm M recent interview that if ation of Robert Byron Wat- hi gh it of soending los n M7
E ,.'J.?,C l:gon;'w}llgr; ehemer- new-trial were granted heson. a former employee of hi,sursainl b:rs o N 7 Aﬁ;{
: :P:'ker): e Losr;;saco”]d present a case thati" A;‘tlgma a;t ga(lilerx;y. that . }l Liw/r
4 Motel, in downtown MemJRay was nowhere near the‘;3 2 olverl 8 k'lllqum‘ 49
{ :his, Tenn., after a hollow: ¥4 Phis motel at the time? o;;:ers pdottmg éOf l ;l}:g
4 rosed bullet severed hig©! the assassination. 2 e e B Washi Post
stiinal gord Ray previously had told assassination. The Washington Pos
Bl i e his lawyers that he hadaszgi'o:secgfnda ::voa:\/lctth(ei Washington Star-News “-m‘-
; 3 it 2

4 ACCORDING to officialsbeen outside a rooming : (8 Daily News (New York) e
4 2d fc fo o le of tiehiuse adjacent to the mote] Confidence man, Clifford H. :
4 .9 lormer ollicials of tie ™ - i ... Andrews, that he had been The New York Times

sstice Department and the When King was killed, al- o (o ot e e L
| Epdiral Bur f Inves i.though he had not known of P2 nSpiracy lo L The Wall Street Journal
Rl HECAN @ Bvesy. o mardss-aL the Hime King, for which he had been o Naticcal Observir

~ation, the bureau has  oer,. promised, but had never re- o Sanon

§ . "ccxed out various bercetpel L Tgnne(sjsee Q:g;ee?;-ceived. $200,000. Because he The Los Angeles Times
's of such a conspiracy Ors Pprocucec-a Wi 'was double-crossed, An-

=4 has found virtually aijfCharles Q. Stevens, who
2a be without substarce. | placed Ray inside the house Sre¥s Was reported fo have

§ ~ team of New Yorkat the time the shot struck,;:f]’e '{ﬁe ‘;zti}?erwégl:s»gpir: Date J / Q\/ 75

§°es reporters spent sixking. a shot he said he had o i "return for various g %
‘#s investigating theheard, but had not seen . . iderations, including

¢ also without “beingfired from the boarding i, ity from prosecuticn

% ¢ 1o establish any firmhouse bathroom. and an undescribed sum of
ence of a conspiracy. | Stevens later asked for, money. L
{1 even without accessbut did not receive, the

- furernment files, which$100,000 reward offered for

§ vemacen |

: argely closed, or toinformation leading to the

»R’f&‘r who rgfused to beconviction of King’s —t -
§ 077v.caed, The Timesmurderer. The reward has - ¢ G W‘. ,fzt(

4 ewd pucziing gaps andneyer been paid to anyone. (/J'
& istencies in the evi- l’;'ensterwald said his_ef-
3 ‘;,"ﬁ.,fumade public byforls to gain an acquittal
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