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Ray ‘Coerced’ Gen. Inv,
CINCINNATI — James Earl ldont. —
Ray did not shoot.givil rights Inspection
leader Martizx Luther King Intell.
and was ‘‘coerced’’ into L absiats
pleading guilty, his attorney i
argued before the Sixth U.S. Legal Coun.
Cireuit Court of Appeals. Plan. & Eval.
James Lesar, of Ssee. Inve
Washington, told the three- Tpe.c ; =
judge panel that Ray had BSOS
signed stipulations admitting Telephone Rm. __
to the 1968 sniper shooting so Di Sec”
that he could eventually get a S iy
new trial and change his plea. P an

- “It was a technical plea of
guilty to get him out of town so
he could attack the plea,”
Lesar said.

He quoted Ray, now serving
a 99-year prison term in the
Tennessee State Prison in

Nashville, as sayjag he was
“framed’%was not
willingly rt of any con-

spiracy in regard to the King
murder. i
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FBI Flf)ﬂ
On

By William Chapman
Washington Post Staff Writer

Aides to the late Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. deny
that he was taunted by the FBI
into moving to the black-
owned motel in Memphis
where he was murdered by a
sniper in 1968.

“It's a false lead,” said Rep.

Andrew Young (D-Ga.) of the
recent speculation that an FBI
plot to embarrass King caused
him to move to the motel room
where he was killed by a rifle
bullet fired from across the
street. ,
King was shot on a balcony |
of the Lorraike Motel, which |
catered almoft exclusively to |
blacks, on Apfil 4, 1968, while |
participating in a strike|
against the city by garbage
workers. '
A week earlier, King and|
two aides had spent 'several
hours in another, white-owned
motel, the Hqliday Inn-
Rivermont, overlooking the
Mississippi River.

King's reason for changing
motels has been scrutinized by
the Justice Department and
other  assassination  in-
vestigators in recent weeks )
because of an FBI
memorandum unearthed by |
the Senate intelligence
committee.

The memo, dated March 28,

1968, detailed a plan to portray |
King publicly as a
“hypocrite” for staying in a
white motel, the Rivermont,
while he was leading a black|
protest aimed at boycotting
white merchants in Memphis. |
The memo suggested using )
a friendly media source in!
‘Memphis to publicize where
King was staying, apparently
to cause disillusionment
among his black followers.
A Justice Department,
soyurce saidrecently that there;
is no eviddpce that the FBI!
ever put ‘th scheme into ef-
fect. .

Whether it was or pot, the
plan had nothing to do with
King’s change of lodgings,
according to his former aides
interviewed in Atlanta this
week.

[ Bérnard Lee, now executive|
|vice president of the Southern
|Christian Leadership Con-
ference, recalled that there
jnever was any plan for King to
stay at the Rivermont.
| He said that he, King and
the Rev. Ralph Abernathy
wound up at the Rivermont
arch 28 sitply because it
was the safest place to find
shelter wheh their protest
march that day erupted into
violence, looting and clashes !
Wwith Memphis police.
i In the confusion, Lee said,:
they flagged down either a
police car or a private
iautomobile and at someone’s
suggestion—he has forgotten;
whose—fled to the Rivermont. ,

| (They remained there a few

hours before flying to Atlanta,
having announced
preparations to return the
next week for a renewed
protest march.

In the interim, Andrew
'Young, then a top aide to King,
moved with other staff
jmembers finto Memphis and
iset up headquarters in the
Lorraine.§

Young said this week that it
was “natural” for them to
'choose the Lorraine. In any
city, King and his staff
|customari]y stayed either in
black-owned motels or with
friends in the black com-
munity, he said.

When King returned to
Memphis on April 3, Young
said, it was natural for him to
stay in rooms of the motel
where his staff had set up
headquarters.

“The FBI niay have tried to
exploit it (King’s brief sojourn
in the white motel),” Young
added. “‘But there was nothing
suspicious about Martin's
staying in the Lorraine. It was
natural.”

guilty in 1969 to killing King.
However, h¢ denied at the
time that he had acted alone,
and has since claimed that he

James Eafl Ray pleaded |.

did not fire the fatal shot. His

petition for a trial is now
befare the Sixth U.S. Circug
Court of Appeals.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Assoc. Dir.

Dep, AD Adm. _

Dep. AD Inv. __
Asst, Dir.:

Admin.

Comp. Syst.

Ext. Affairs

Files & Com/ A

7/

Inspection
Intell.
Laboratory

Legal Coun.
Plan. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv.

Training

Telephone Rm. __

Director Sec'y/

P

The Washington Post _B:':Z_

Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer —
The Los Angeles Times

[~2-2

Date




0-19 (Rev. 1-30-74) (lf) _ _ Assoc. Dir. ____
L . . Dep. AD Adm. _
' o Dep. AD Inv. ___
MURKIN Asst. Dir.:
‘ Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs
Files,8-Com.

oz
Gen. “lhv,"w="
ldenf&i
, Inspection’
Heéaring ph Ray: Set” = . Intell.
e vrard : ’ Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. __
Appea]s has.\ . Spec. Inv.

scheduled arguments Feb. 3 Training

on James Ear] Ray’s effort to,

Legal Coun.
vertum his 1969 guilty plea to egal Coun
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JAMES EARL RAY 1
CIVIL RIGHTS -

|

Bid to Get Gun -
That Killed King

MPHIS, Temn. (UPD —
Pnl\'ggte detiac-‘cive Benﬁro T.
Hays has lost a bid in ’U.S.
"\ District Court to get the hunt-
ing rifle used to assas-_smate the
Rev. Martin Luther King .:lr .

ays, hired to gather evi enc
' io}:I »t¥1e defense of James E?r
Ray in the slaying of King, & tso- _
sought Ray’s 1966 Mustang auto |
mobile and $50,000- _
E.S. District Judge Harry

Weliford ruled Friday aga st

Hhys' pleas to get the car pn
t'héy rifle as ‘payment

for this
services. - :

e
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Effort to Get | [N Soyrs
fg\a;nes Ray’s Rifle Boaver
( B NASHVILLE’ Tenn, (UPI) — Tele. Room
‘The rifle allegedly used by’ Holmes
'James Earl Ray to kill Dr. Mar-' Gandy

tin Luther King Jr. will remain,
in the hands of Shelby County,

authorities. . { '
'flu‘he ‘;I‘ennetsgeg Su%réme Court! Né
refused yesterday fo_turn_the
}rite'lé"t‘{‘vé{"'fo privatazdatagtive;
Renfro T. Hays of Memphis who
claimed the weapon™ should ‘be
his as payment for'investigative
services.
‘Hays had sought possession'of °
the rifle and a 1966 Mustang
owned by Ray for services he
said he rendered Ray through -
attorney Arthur J. Hanes St. of
Birmingham, Ala. L1
Hanes was one of severalat-;
torneys hired by Ray after his,

capture in 1968. Ray is currently, - The Washington Post

Sel‘VIIIllg Ma 99'Yea§ sentence - at; - Times.Herald

Brushy Mountain State Prison at: The Washington Daily News L
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Court Demes |

Rav Triicles
To Detectwe

NASHVILLE Tenn., July 6

(AP)—The State Supreme
Court today affirmed a lower
court ruling prohibiting a spe-
cial investigator hired by
James Earl. Ray from possess-
‘ing a rifle- and automoblle be
'longing to Ray.
' Renfro T. Hays, one tlme in-
vestigator for the confessed
slayer of civil rights leader
{Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., al-
’leges two officials’ of She]by
County refused to return to
Hays a 1966 Ford Mustang and
a 30.06-caliber rifle used by
Ray. -

granted a demurre;' in
- suit 'against county attorney

A, Blackwell,

The State SuffFeme=Sourt
{ruled that Hays’ attorney
failed to file an .appeal bond
‘after the demurrer was sus-
tained, thereby precluding
grounds for an _appeal to the
'state high courf£ga

Hays contends he is entitled
to both articles, valued at
$6,000, as payment for investi-
gatmg work he did for Ray
prior to the Rays trial nv
‘Memphls e
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Of Privileges,
, F’or?’3‘O"DH?2%

PETROS, Tenn. (AP) —“.I
+ James Earl Ray will be strippe
lof all privileges and confined to|
. a single cellblock in Tennessee’s]
* maximum security prison for 30
" days. '
. The confessed slayer of the|
; Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. lost]
|, his status as an “honor grade”|
,f prisoner at Brushy Mountain]
| State Prison yesterday for mak-
ing an unsuccessful escape at.

o tempt Monday. '

The prison’s discip]inaryho_m-}
! mitttee imposed the punistimenf
. inits weekly hearing. - - !
~_ For the next 15 days, Ray will

be kept in the.disciplinary unit
- at all times except for bathing;
; said Warden Robert -H. Moore,
i In the secd@hd-15-day period, kg
i will be allowed exercise. !
¢ “At.the end:of the 30 days,”
{ Moore said, “he will be reas.

i

signed to administrative segre-,
gation. This means he will get
back some of his privileges but
i he won't be able to associate PRI
. with the general prison popula-!
i tion,” .
+ Ray is serving.a 99-year térm|

j for Kkilling King in Memphis on' m \ Al \

y April 4,-1968. He was:recaptured,
| after he hacked ‘a hole in 'hi’s‘
: cell and tried to escape throtighl
, a_stream tunnel. Heat forced
- Him Back.: T ) .[
: |

e T
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- James Earl Ray
nearly escapes iﬂll

PETROS TENN. mPl)—James Earl Ray, selvmg 99 years for the

.assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was foxled early today in

an attempt to escape frox ‘Brushy Mountain State Prlson.

' Tennessee Correction Commissioner Mark Luttrell sald Ray broke out -
of his' cell by sawing through its bals leaving behmd a. dummy in his -

bunk to fool guards. .
i The gualds found the broken bars, however, and a quick check of in-
mates showed Ray to be missing. Mr. Luttrell said. Ray was caught be-

_fore he ‘could scale the walls surrounding the maximum:- securlty puson

Ray was sentenced to 99 years on a guxlty plea to the Aprll 4, 1968
sniper slaying of Dr. King at a ’Vlemphls motel. He was transferred to

-Brushy ‘Mountain in 1970 after senvmg almost a- year at. the main state

pnson in Nashville.
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[<====$tiGs, Tenn., May 8 (Combined Dispatches)—Le

dummy in his bunk at 3 a.m. today, ames Earl Ray, convicte
King Jr., sawed and crowbarred his way out of his cell but was captured before he could
get beyond the walls of the maximum
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The 43-year-old convict, a mas-
ter of -disguise who is experienced

ing close to a building in the|
prison yard about 3:15 a.m. He|
wag carrying a crowbar and two |
chisels, Warden Robert Moore re- |,
ported, There was a burn on ome|
of Ray’s arms.

He was looking for a way to
get over the wall, but made no
attempt to resist capture. .

Apparently Had Help

Moore said that Ray, who is
serving a 99-year sentence for
King’s murder, apparently used
- |tools provided by another inmate
fo remove one concrete block and
| part of another and make his way
from his cell into an air chamber.

Ray then removed a bar on &
ventilation fan and ‘entered the
'prison yard behind his cellblock.
Then, using the crowbar, he re-
‘moved the cover oh a manhole on
o steam tunnel that went under
the prison wall to an unguarded
steam plant outside the prison.
Ray entered the tunnel hoping
fto make his way to the steam
plant but “found it “too hot in
there for comfort—that steam
tunnel is about 400 degrees fahr-
enfieie=-tng warden E%% %ay ap-|

} he was pressured into the plea by

parently got the arm-Buen 1n the
tunnel. .
Moore said that Ray then ze-
treated to the prison yard, =~
State Corrections Commissioner
Mark Luttrell said that Ray used
a hacksaw blade to cut through
reinforced steel in the conecrete
wall petween his cell and the
tunnel. ]
Guards noticed the broken bars:
on the fan and the uhcovered man-
hole and started a prisoner count.
Luttrell credited the warden
with- foiling the escape. Moox;g
ordered guards to make Ray’s
cell one of those checked first.

what appeared to be
They saw but decided

Ray’s reclined figure, o and
' her examination
fou’n% t%e dummy, ===

!

in prison breaks, was found hid- . [~ Shaped From Rlanket , |

The dummy was shaped from
blankets and was -adorned with
hair that Ray apparently " had |
taken in small amounts from the!
prison. barber shop. H

Ray, who was the object of a/
worldwide manbunt for 65 days
after King’s murder April 4,

| 1968, ‘was arrested -by Scotland

Yard detectivees Jine'8 at Lon-
dofrs=iieathrow Altpor=airy-

ing -a- gun-1n-his hip ‘pocket and .
two fraudulent Canadian pass-
ports. ~ > o

He pleaded guilty March 10, |
1969 to the “sniper slaying of
King, but repeatedly has sought
a new, trial on the grounds that

his attorneys. The latest denial of
an appeal was on Feb. 27,

Ray, born in-Alton, Ill., escaped
' April 23, 1967, from the Missouri
State Penitentiary, where he had
begun a 20-year armed robbery
sentence seven years earlier. His
arrest record dates to 1949.
| _Warden Moore said that convict
Roy Morelock, a prison plumber,
had provided Ray the tools for
this morning’s escape attempt,
lﬁut, did not try to escape with

a . “.‘ ~
. “A Proat‘Escaping”

“I believe,” said Moore,. “that
Ray had been workihg on-this
escape business. He recently lost
an appeal for a new trial, and
that probably set him off.” .

The: corrections commissioner,
Luttrell, said that Ray would be
kept under “closer surveillance”

£y on.
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Ja rl_ Ray in custody of sheriff as he was
ll‘ﬁ%-%ﬁf‘m“ter being brought back from London
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. By WILLARD YARBROUGH

News-Sentinel Staff Writer

PETROS, March 26 — Why does James
Earl Ray avoid reporters? “Because,” he told
this reporter late yesterday, “my lawyer told
me interviews could jeopardize my appeals to
overturn my conviction, since something I
might say could be mlsmterpreted or lifted out

* of context.”

Then why did the convicted assassin of Civ-
il -Rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King in
Memphis some three years ago grant me an
exclusive interview for ‘this newspaper? The
first one, incidentally, since his apprehension
in England as he attempted to board a plane §
to Spain in his flight from America.

He, permitted the interview, as some 20
newsmen and television cameramen on annuall
open house day at Brushy Mountain State .
Prison here gnashed their teeth outside, be-
cause I asked him. It was a simple thing.

PULLED COVER OVER HEAD

Earlier, during a special visit here by this
writer and WBIR-TV newsman Carl Warner,
Ray lay on his cot behind his locked door in
Cellblock B and pulled covers over his head.
He feigned sleep, but even then I spoke to him
and got silence:in return.

This time, as others.of the media inter-
viewed his cellblock mates about the most cel-
ebrated inmate among, the' 360 here, Bnferely
knelt at his cell, told the agam -covered form
who. I was, that I would like to inferview him
now or later, and to check with others about -
my credentials.

Fifteen minutes later, Chaplain Herbert
Carlock Jr., who pastors Oak Ridge’s First
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, sought me
out in the prison yard, said-Ray wanted to talk
with me and nobody else. Rev. Carlock ob-
tained a master key and we were in Ray s cell
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A News-Sentinel
Exclusive

people outside know that I wasn’t crazy. Some
people have thought so, since I always hide
when the press come around.

“I do not cause trouble here. I work six
hours a day, seven days a week. My job is
serving food to my cellmates, which requires
two hours at each meal, and to housekeep in
our cellblock,

“Once a day I get outside the cellblock—
our doors to individual cells are always open
—and go to the gymnasium for exercise. I do

, this soon after arising around 5:30 a.m.”
What does he do in-between?
| “I write memos to my lawyer, Bernard Fin-
sterwald, in Washington. He was down to see
me about appeals of my conviction two weeks
ago. I read Knoxville newspapers. I read mag-
azines. I watch television.”

ASLEEP BY 8 EVERY NIGHT
His 1l-inch set is suspended above his cot,
and lights and.electricity are turned off at 11
p.m. weekdays, later on weekends. Ray
» couldn’t care less. ,
-~ “P’m in bed and asleep by 8 every night,” hé
said. ““I must sack in early because I'm up at
5:30 a.m. next day, and when I finish working
and exercising I’'m beat.”

Warden Robert Moore and Ray’s cellmates
term him a ‘““model prisoner.” One longtimer
in Cellblock B said cellmates don’t ask Ray
about the assassination that rocked the world.
‘“We don’t pry into his affairs, he doesn’t talk
about the slaying, and he doesn’t pry into our
personal affairs,” said a Ray next-door neigh-
bor.

On one cot in Ray’s cell was a portable
typewriter, furnished by lawyer Finsterwald.
Ray is sparing with stamps and paper, since
he earns only 35 cents daily for his six-hour work

[ e

chores.

points out he doesn’t smoke, and that he is
“just another. prisoner and am treated as
one.” He gets no special favors, expects none.

HAS GAINED SINCE TRANSFER

. Now 42 and weighing around 175 pounds, he
said he had gained 20 pounds since being
.trtansferred to Tennessee’s maximum security
prison here a year ago from the main peniten-
tiary at Nashville.

Ray is supremely confident that his Iawyer'

v_vill win his case eventually, whether exonera-
tion via a new trial or whatever, but he stead-
fastly declines to discuss his predicament on
advice of counsel.

He is, nonetheless, somewhat nervous but
quite calm when he explains he has no fear of
bodily harm from fellow inmates—even the
blacks whose onetime hero he stands convict-
ed of slaying.

“Prisoners here, white or black, aren’t
concerned about such things,” Ray said. “All
of us are concerned about day-to-day existence
and perhaps the day when we won’t be locked
up anymore.” ’

TURNS BACK ON NEWSMEN
By now prison guard Richard Davis, who

had carried the message that Ray would taik -
with me, entered the cell and sat down. Behind

him came the press. And Ray’s only media
interview was over.

He rose slowly and~turned his back on
them. TV camerman Warner got one answer

to one question: “I cannot talk with you be-

cause my lawyer said I could not discuss the
case with the press.”

State Corrections Commissioner Mark Lut-
trell suggested the jammed cellblock hallway
be cleared, since Ray didn’t want to be inter-
viewed, and that’s what happened. But earlier,

* Warner and a Nashville television crew let

their cameras whirr as Ray lay under the cov-
ers. WBIR-TV will show its strip at 6 p. m.
Saturday.

- -
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- grisoner, causing no trouble,

model

Ray.
~ prisonéer now

KNOXVILLE; Tenn. (UP} — “I do not cause
trouble here. I work six hours a day, seven
days a week. My job is serving food to my

cellmates and housekeeping our cellblock.”

With these words, James Earl Ray, who is
serving 99 years at Brushy Mountain prison at
Petros' for the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King three years ago, described his prison life:

Ray’s talk with reporter Willard Yarbrough,
published in the Knoxville News-Sentinel to-
day, was the first interview he had granted a
newsman since his conviction. -

“I decided to ‘trust' you so that I could let

people outside know that I wasn’t crazy,” Ray |
.said. “‘Some people have thought so, since 1

always hid when the press comes around.”

He wouldn’t discuss his case ‘‘because my
lawyer told me interviews could Jeopardlze my
appeals to overturn my conv1ct10n

Ray is housed in a minimum securxty sec-
tion. of this maximum security prison, a cell-
block where inmates have free access.to the
corridor and can visit -other cells to.play cards
or talk or. watch television. ‘

““Once a day I get outside the cellblock and
go the gymnasxum for exercise. I do this soon
after arising around 5:30 a.m.,”” Ray said.

“f write_memos- to, my lawyer in Washmg-'

ton. He was down to see me about appeals of
my-convigtion two. vyeeks ago, “I'm.in bed. and
aSJeep,.by eight every nightyy’ her saidy- o

* Officets st Brishy Tagieb yRaysis 4 i*hedels
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Howeveér, Judge W1llxams
ruling found ,“great merit in
plea bargaining for the ‘defénse
as well as thefstate.”

The -judge said that a guilty
plea induced by the: defend-
ant’s own counsel is not!
grounds for ‘claiming deprlva-
tion of his constitutional rights.
In order for coercion tobe
illegal ' or unconstitutional, 1F
-must be made by the state or
\an agency of the - state.
“No agency of the state had
coerced Ray to plead guilty to
the ' slaying of Dr. King,”
Judge Williams said. .

Ray’s attorneys, Robert I.
Livingston of Memphls and
Bernard Fensterwald of Wash-
ington, said they will appeal to
the Tennessee- Court of Crimi- ||,
mal Appeals .. . . “and to the
- ['United States Supreme Court if
necessary” in an attempt to
get a new frial.

The attorneys based their re-
quest on four related categor-
ies of events occurring prior to
Ray’s entering the guilty plea:
The confidentiality of his rela-
o|i was violated, followed by
| ‘bribery and intimidation on
. the part of the attorney.

Foreman -and Judge Battle
" took place, although Ray had

tionship with his attorney|

“ -a 7's New Trlal Pe"‘*f" on |
ls 1srmssed By ]udge_ | he

By MICHAEL LOLLAR

James. Earl. Ray’s plea for a new-trial was" dxsmxssed
yesterday by Criminal Court Judge William H. Williams:

v Rays atforneys argued that the “confessed slayer of Dr.
Ma Lither King Jr. pleaded gullty after hewas T
“docxle” and “unresponsrble » They said his constltutxonal
rights were-violatéd- Wl his forrper attoriey, “Percy Fore-
man, negotlated the vullty plea and a 99-year sentence with
the late-Tudgé W. .I‘resfon Batfle. = “*\*--d

1d | |the. -attorneys had onlymneal.'

'|ing ‘chess,” Mr.-Mason-sdid.
iPlea ‘bargaining between Mr. |

e e —
weT &

Ray was demed due process S of | ¢ r(%g%for a. new ‘tridi=fen s
<aw_usdermining. any hadief Ray,  and “still haven't
he could get a fair trial ¢ on'a’(shown) any facts' nor any
not guilty plea. The accusa-} abridgment of ~any constltu-
tion clainied Ray was sub-{tjonal rlghts : o
Jected to “trial by the]
press’”; he was doubtful of| Mr. ‘Rhodes: ‘denied Ray was
_the Judges impartiality; cru-| mistreated in Shelby County
cial witnesses were unavail-| Jail. “Extra air condltlomng
able and “evidence was|equipment was placed in-the

.. withheld by the state.” ~ |:cell for him .. .-he actually

The nature of his confinement [‘gained weight while'in’ the;cell,
in the Shelby County Jail|:and was: m ‘better health for’

rendered him docile . and]it.” rt—
' unresponsible for his guilty|: — ——— i
plea.

- Mr. lemgston said Ray was
confmed in a “vault’ built spe-|
cially for him. The lights in his|
“windowless, airless cell
burned continuously for eight/|
‘or nine months” before Ray!
was brought to court to enter
his plea, he said. “A high-in-|
tensity microphone ‘inside his|
cell prevented him from talk-
ing in private to his attorney,
and ' 'the man: was unable to
(use the toilet) in private.” .

Asst, Dist. Attys. Gen. Lloyd
‘Dusty’ Rhodes and J. ‘Clyde
Mason taunted. the defense|
lawyers claims. “After listen-
ing . to.him,. I feel a little bit}
like Alice in Wonderland play-

“We go two steps forward nd
two steps backward.” He'said |

not’. gullty the day before hlS :

hearmg on Mar(‘h 10. -

. I'I tnade hi$ ‘mind’ up to- ple@u-;
l

"blaxms made in prevmus \

a
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However, Judge Williams’
ruling found -“great merit in
plea bargaining for the defense
as well as the state.” =~ |

The judge said that a guilty
plea induced by the defend-
ant’s own counsel is not
grounds for claiming depriva-
tion of Lis constitutional rights.
' “In order for coercion to-be
illegal or unconstitutional it
must be made by the state or
an agency of the state.

. “No agency of the state had
coerced Ray to plead guilty to
the slaying of Dr. King,”
Judge Williams said.

Ray’s attorneys, Robert I.
Livingston of Memphis and
Bernard Fensterwald of Wash-
ington, said they will appeal to
‘he Tennessee Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals . . . “and to the
Jnited States Supreme Court if
1ecessary” in an attempt to
jet a new trial.

The attorneys based their re-
Juest on four related categor-
es of events occurring prior to
tay’s entering the guilty plea:

'he confidentiality of his rela-|

tionship with his attorney
was violated, followed by
“bribery and intimidation on
the part of the attorney.

Ylea bargaining between Mr.
Foreman and Judge Battle
took place, although Ray had

ay s New Trial Petition
b : . . . .
- Is Dismissed By Ju

' . - ByMICHAEL LOLLAR ,

James. Earl Ray’s plea for a new ‘trial was dismissed
yesterday by Criminal Court J udge William H. Williams.

Ray’s attorneys argued that the confessed slayer of Dr
Martin ‘Luther King Jr. pleaded guilty after he was rendered
“docile” and “unresponsible.” They said-his constitutional
rights were violated when his former attorney, Percy Fore-

man, negotiated the guilty plea and a 99-vear sentence with
the late Judge W. Preston Battle. —— :

.{cell prevented him from talk-
ing in private to his attorney,|

1two steps backward.” He said

‘Ray was denied due process of!

<$aw, usdermining, any besief

hie could get a fair trial on a
not guilty plea. The accusa-
tion claimed Ray was sub-
jected to “trial by the
press”; he was doubtful of
the judge’s impartiality; cru-
cial witnesses were unavail-
able and “evidence was
withheld by the state.”

The nature of his confinement
in the Shelby County Jail
rendered him docile . and
unresponsible for his guilty
plea. & . . .

- Mr. Livingston said Ray was

burned continuously for eight
or nine months” before Ray
was brought to court to enter

tensity microphone inside his

and the man was unable to

(use the toilet) in private.”
Asst. Dist. Attys. Gen. Lloyd

‘Dusty’ Rhodes and J. Clyde

lawyers’ claims. “After listen-
ing to him, I feel a little bit
like Alice in Wonderland play-
ing chess,” Mr. Mason said.
‘“We go two steps forward and

the attorneys had only repeats|

confined in a “vault” built spe-}
cially for him. The lights in his|.
“windowless, airless celll:

his plea, he said. “A high-in-|

Mason taunted the defense|

¥
3
3

K]
i

4

dge I

L

roaasts afor & new’ rist-tor—s

Ray, and “still haven't
‘(shown) any facts nor any
abridgment of any constifu-
tional rights.” o

Mr. Rhodes denied Ray was
mistreated in Shelby County
Jail. “Extra air conditioning
equipment was placed in the
cell for him ... he actually
gained weight while in the cell,
and was in better health for
it." . R .. J

- ‘ LRI Tem -

'made his mind up to plead
not guilty the day before his

hearing.on March 10.

edwclaims made in previous

~
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Ray Reopens King Death Fight
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Nine mo-
tions were filed here yesterday by law-
yers for James Earl Ray, who emanded
-that they be all to examin
state’s evidence in fthe slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King J1. :
Criminal Court Judge William Hl Wil-
liams has set a hearing on the motions
for Friday. ¢
Prosecutors have asked Williams to
reject a motion by Ray that his guilty

':..,. Earl Ray Dlea and 99-year sentence in the King
death be set aside. Ray is trying for a

new trial.

The defense, in turn, has asked that it be allowed to look
at the rifle allegedly used in the death of the civil rights
leader, any bullet clip connected to the weapon and a
window sill taken from the rooming house from which the
fatal shot was allegedly fired on April 4, 1968.

ther of the motions asks authorfzation for test
of the rifle so scientific comparisons ¢ be made of bjillets
from [the gun and bullet fragments moved from King’s

Me defense said it also wants permission to look at the
Memphis police radio log relating to an alleged chase of ar
automobile following the slaying.
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. After a year_and a’
half of intensive research,
I am convinced that .
James Earl Ray was paid
" to Kkill Martin Luther
King Jr. He was not rec-
| e ompensed by a fictitious
+ character named “Raoul,” but by a businessman

"' or businessmen in Atlanta or Birmingham. He took

. his payoff, and tried to flee to Rhodesia, with whom
he U.S. had no extradition pact, when the Federal
ureau of Investigation requested its British counter-

parts to pick The Smiler up in England. -

' Consider: Ray had $10.50 a few days before the

murder at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. At the
_Aeromarine Supply Co. outside the Birmingham Air-

| port, he paid about $245 for a rifle and telescopic

. sight two days before the murder. He rode in a white '

Mustang worth $2,000 in the retail market. He phoned

an hour after buying the rifle and said it was too

| small. Aeromarine asked him to return in the morning.

to buy a heavier gun. : . -

. Price did not matter. He stood in the bathtub of a

. rooming house on Main Street looking at the Lorraine

. Motel most of the afternoon of April 4, 1968. Lodgers

. knocked loudly to use the facilities, but Ray remained

with his rifle on the ledge, looking through binoculars -

and a scope. He hit King once, through the right jaw,
aiming downward and to the left, nicking the top of
the trachea, the bullet severing the spinal cord be-
tween the shoulder blades and dying between two

" vertebrae. .

HE LEFT his gun, with fingerprints, his binocu-

! lars, his underwear and other items in front of Can-

' jpe’s store next to-the rooming house, as though the

identity of the killer would not matter. He drove hi‘_s '

Mustang north on Main, then south into Mississippi -

— only 12 miles away — while Memphis put outa .

city alarm, not an all points one. He was in Atlanta by

6 A.M., had his plane tickets and his payoff, and was

gone, leaving the Mustang — loaded with fingerprints

* —in a parking lot. :

: Mr. Ray is known in penitentiary circles as a

! “loser.” He could not rob a bank successfully if the

. vault door was open and all the police worked for

l, him. Ray hated blacks, but not to the point of vio-

lence. :

!. He bragged to fellow convicts that gomebody |

| must have been paid to kill President Kennedgs=ands

} fiz-would like to make “one big lick” like that. !

IrsssEEWants to forget it, -

===1 1959, when Ray got ouf of stir for suinine 4
Zasy robbery, he decided to hold-up a supe = 6
t.s a Acon'federate, he selected a t:oughing- COI’lSHE‘I‘-’h;ﬁ |
ive. At 9:06 A.M. on July 11, the two began a comedy”

j of erl:lf);s ‘sultalli)le for a Charlie Chaplin movie. . i
ey parked a car outside the supermarket. The "
s%ngggcirzti,i cC}?:lg;ll;ltg én‘sp'a'sms, held the cus‘if)'mggg ,

‘ lated gun. Ray grabb fistful of

| mo'ney,from the cashijer (about{%l%ZOO)egn?i gigf;)ﬂef
all but $200 on the floor in a fit of nerv.ouSness»'pH X

- asked for the manager. The boss w_aS m the b'acf; e x
- ‘Ra‘y stuck a gun in his face and asked :fo‘r;;the ;:
_ money in the safe. It was upstairs, in'front. The ¢rimi- |
nal permitted the manager to walk up one aisle of
gpngii_gogdg_?vhile Ray went up anothe};'aimﬂihé“aﬁ]

Larry Thompson i iiig. Pinch-hitting
for him zo}:lay is Jilr)n Bisll‘ZO?.m?aSZescmg‘ »Pln_ch-htttmg
cans of tomatoes. The manage pi '
phone, and murmuyred: “Holdiplt ;g?i%gﬁ?’ plgked Hp :
THE TWO stickup men backed out of the stox;e
and ‘ba’cked into a breadman loaded with loaves whé'
couldn’t see over the- top. The bread fell everywhere
on the sidewalk. Ray’s companion got in the car; then
1Ray. Mr. Ray 'steppe_zd on the accelerator, made 'a vio-
ent U-turn to the right, and forgot to close his doo-
His body flew out, but his hands hung onto the’ wheel'
He drove up over a hill at 80. Police arrived.
They followed him at 80. At the top of the hill, the po-
}1ce were stunned to see James Earl Ray 'comi,rlfg-back
into town at 80. He ran the car across a field and into
a barn. The cops fanned out near a hummock of trees.
~ Ray’s ,cgnfederate came out, ‘coughing and v"b'eg'-,
gindg t},le police to take him back to the peniitehtiary.
Ca}pec()ir} t get good care when I'm out,” he said. Ray es-

. J'am’es Earl Ray, the all-time loser, made his one

big lick.” It was paid for, of that you may be sure
Perha'pg he is waiting for the state of Tennessee to
make him an offer of parole before divulging the real
story. If so, he’ll wait a long, long time because’ Ten-
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Court Asked For Dismissal |

- Of Ray’s Motion For Relief
The attorney genieral’s office yesterday asked the court to

strike down a motion filed by attorneys for J ames Ear]| Ray,

who charged his chances for a negotiated settlement of his
case had been undermined, | : o

sin of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. ¢harged that'Ray’s attorney
;at the time, Percy Foreman, said he wouldn’t negotiate'wit_h’
lithe attorney general’s office because he didn’t want such a
f'settlement, but then did negoti-l’_-*%
late with the trial judge, . ' ll »_,_Tl?e state also askeq tl}at the
| Ray charged that whenlr.mtmn for post-conviction re-
/Judge W. Preston Battle in| - .

{fact entered negotiations, it re-/Ray’s rights under neither the]
'moved his chance for a fair‘state constitution nor the Unit-
.’ determination by the judge onjed States Constitution were vi-
‘{gvkgether‘uthte sentence Worked‘olated. o
ut was just, e L

! Ray Jcontended he was R.Oge d0§ Iliays qg?ﬁ“f{f’
“pressured” into accepting the| ~!0ard J. Ryan, said that he

99-year prison sentence and| and Washington attorney Ber- -

Fensterwald would seek
was threatened by Mr. Fore-'?,ard SRR
!man into’ accepting the guilty!MtO have Ray brought back to

4+ The motion filed by the éttomeys for the convicted assas- —
of

lief -be_ dismissed because —_
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newspaper, city and state.)

PAGE 44
COMMERCTAL APPEAL

MENPHIS, TENN.

=

! is’ full evidentiary

iplea and the sentence, b Aemphis for a =atary

l In the motion filed by th;hearmg.' e, Date: 12/4/70
jattorney general’s office yes-i Edition: . B
iterday after officials had| ' Author: )
talked to Foreman, the state, . N NN/
| “specifically and categorically; Edior: - GORID N HANNA
Idenied” defense charges that; Title:

[Tudge Battle violated judicial.

,f,eﬂ:.iu__}yhen he entered ne Oa!

tiations with Foreman.” o Charactor: o

or :
Claesification: \\L\ _\C\%"‘\

Submitting Office: MEMUVI'TS

D Being Investigated

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

R

e wsama

n e o

e S ——



r"""—r s
0-20 (Rev. 7-21-70)

>

MURKIN

/y«w oy &,.g:/ )%_’)/

12-§-0

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Tolson

Sullivan

Mohr

Bishop ___

Brennan, C.D.
Callahan

Casper

Conrad

Eolpr s 2vney =
Gale
Roserﬁ
Tavel

Walters R
Soyars

Tele. Room

Holmes

Gandy

N

\



0-20 (Rev. 7-21-70)

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

AT tYANY
-—_.»,nIP“’.._ f’ Lo

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. %%van

Tolson o T

Bishop _ VWV #
Brennan, C.D.
Callahan
Casper
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Tavel
Walters %
Soyars

Tele. Room

Holmes

Gandy




|

l
i

|

T~ RAY s-5Al—

/‘V e Y !
0-20 (Rev. 7-21-70) ’SI:)IIISOH
’ ivan i
. Mohr : /

Bishop z
Brennan, C.D.
Callahan

\\ Casper .~
/:' f;{ Conrad __,
Felt
, s~

Gale

Rosen a
Tavel _t
/ Walters _
%/ Soyars

Tele. Room
NIGHT LD , o G gollges*

" BY JAMES M. EVANS o . andy
MEMPHIS

ME | TENN, (UPI)--LAWYERS FOR JAMES EARL RAY WERE TOLD
WEDNESDAY THAT IF THEY _NOPE TO WIN A NEW TRIAL THEY MUST CONVINCE f
THE COURT THAT RAY FELT COERCED AT THE EXACT INSTANT HE PLEADED GUILTY
ToO THE SLAYING OF DPR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. ,

"WE ARE CONCERNED WITH TWAT INSTANT WHEN HE STOOD BEFORE THE LATE
JUDGE . PRESTON BATTLE IN THIS COURTROOM ON MARCH 10, 1969, AND TOLD
THE JUDGE THAT HE WAS PLEADING GUILTY OF HIS OWN FREE WILL "
CRIMINAL GOURT JUDGE WILLIAM WILLIAMS TOLD ATTORNEY BERNARD.
FENSTERWALD, : . . .
"FIVE MINUTES BEFORE THE PLEADING OR 30 SECONDS AFTER CAN MAKE
NO DIFFERENCEa' WILLIAMS SAID,. "WE MUST CONCERN OURSELVES WITH
THAT INSTANT,
WILLIAMS WAS CONSIDERING A MOTION BY THE STATE TO DISMISS RAY'S
LATEST PLEA FOR A NEW TRIAL UNDER TENNESSEE'S POST CONVICTION RELIEF
STATUTE WHICH REQUIRES,PROOF.OF A DENIAL OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.
THE JUDGE TOLD FENSTERWALD HE COULD AMEND HIS PETITION IN THREE
PIFFERENT INSTANCES, INCLUDING A CHARGE THAT ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN
OF HOUSTON CQNEUCTEb THE PLEA NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE LATE JUDGE BATTLE
MID NOT THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY,
THE OTHER TWO AMENDMENTS CONCERNED THE STATE OF FOREMAN'S HEALTH
AND THE FACT THAT LOCAL ATTORNEY RICHARD.J. RYAN WAS PREVENTED FROM
VISITING RAY AT THE STATE PRISON IN NASHVILLE ON MARCH 26, 19695.

WILLIAMS RECESSED THE HEARING UNTIL AN AMENDED PETITIGN COULD BE
§§g¥IDED IN WRITING, FENSTERWALD SAID THEY SHOULD HAVE ONE READY BY
o] 3 e 15.

"THE STATE'S MOTION TO DISMISS CHARGED THAT RAY'S PETITION DID NOT
SUCCESSFULLY ARGUE THAT HIS RIGHTS WERE VIOLATEP EITHER UNDER THE
TENNESSEE OR THE U,S. CONSTITUTION,

"ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL CLYDE MASON SAID THE MAIN
EgRHSgL@F RAY'S PETITION WAS THAT HE WAS BENIED EFFECTIVE LEGAL
COUNSEL, .

U§THIS DEFENDANT HAS HAD 10 OR 11 ATTORNEYS ACTING ON HIS BEHALF
AND THEY WERE ALL PRIVATELY EMPLOYED WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE PUBLIC
IEFENDER WHO WAS APPOINTED TO ASSIST MR, FOREMAN," MASON ARGUED.,

HE ADDED THAT NOWHERE IN THE PETITION WAS IT ALLEGED THAT THE
STATE OR ANY OF ITS AGENTS HAD ANY PART IN PERSUADING RAY TO PLEAD
GUILTY IN EXCHANGE FOR A S9-YEAR PRISON TERM, . »

"WHAT .YOU HAVE HERE,™ MASON SAID, "IF YOU TAKE AWAY THE
- PUBLICITY IS NOTHING MORE THAN A MAN WHO LAID IN WAIT TO AMBUSH
JOTHER MAN, HE HAS GONE THROUGH 10 OR 11 LAWYERS AND THEN PLEADED i

JGUILTY AND RECEIVED HIS PUNISHMENT, . "
| wgINCE THEN HE HAS WORKED TO GET ANOTHER TRIAL " SAID MASGN, HE
l1s FACED WITH 95 YEARS IN PRISON AND HE SITS IN His CELL AND THINKS OF
WAYS TO GET OUT, THAT'S ONLY NATURAL."
TDESSPED S/2

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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Mr. Tolson

Mr. Sullivan ;
Mr. Mohr. A
Mr. Bishog%{
Mr.BrennanGD

§ Mr. Callahan..___

Mr. Casper_._____

& Mr. Conrad....__.
:l Mr., Felt . J"’/ |
i# Mr. Gale ..___ ’

Mr. Rosen_.. Y™~

My, Walters

Jerry Ray, .whose brother
wag.imprisoned for the slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., was released from the
Chatham County jail-on $5,000

-bond Monday™ after he was
charged with -aggravated as-
sault -in the. shooting of a
white teen-ager.
Police said -the borid” was
osted by Jimmy Hale, opera-
Br of- a Savannah garage. A

preliminary hearing is sched-
uled for Thursday.

Ray, 35, is charged in the
shooting of a 16- year -old
Athens, Ala., boy at the
heaquarters of the white
supremacist National States
Rights Party at 8 Montgomery
Crossroads. .

Wounded in Chest

The teen-ager, who . was
wgunded in the chest was Te-

ported in fair cond1t1on ag
Memorial Medical Center. j

Ray, whose brother, Jame
Earl Ray, is serving a 99

year-sentence after pleading
gullty to  the slaying of King,
has been-: working \in. Georgia
as “security guard and cam-
paign manager” for J. B.|
Stoner, an avowed white racist !

seeking the Democratic gub-s

cernatorial nomination.

., Ing’ that he discovered the

__.._..__-u_,ﬁ

Chatham County Superin:
vtendent of Detectiyes, Al St
| Lawrence, quoted Ray as say-

Qyouth trying to éscape from

j Stoner’s office with a box of

; papers. I

[ . Included Subscribers
Stoner said the papers in-

cluded a list of some 2,000

i

|

§ Mr. Tavel ...
j

2 Mr. Soyars._____
5% Tele. Room.__._..
¥ Miss Holmes
# Miss Gandy.

(Indicate page, name of

subscribers to the Thunder-
 bolt Newspaper, issued by thp
National States Rights Party

fore than $1, 000,

“I had information from a
dependable authority just be-
fore this happened that some

'01 their (FBI) undercover

, agents had lately been'trying
to get my files ‘and I've been
i kKeeping- an ‘extra close
watch ” ald Stoner T

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

He said they were worn

newspaper, city and state,)

Page 14
Savannah Morning News

Savannah, Georgia

Date: 7/28/70
Edition: Home
Author:

raitor: W@llace Davis, Jr.
rie: National States
Rights Party

Character:
or
Classification: 1 57

Submitting Offtce: S@VaNNah

|:] Being Investigated

BUFLE 105-66233




(o — -

Wiy organization Opposed {o.

Q\fideral government’s -ef-§
0 mix'the races in th ’

bozi/Zh :

are rnatura} enemles
with the FBL.”

“Whether the boy was
working for them, I don’t |
know,” said Stoner. ‘ !

! After List
“They are after our list of '
i Subscribers to the Thunder- !
¢ bolt, The names and address- ]
¢ of suscrlbers are kept on fi

{tencﬂs used to address mate-
ifial mailed to them. If they®
got all those files of address -
stencils our newspaper would
‘be out of business and my
'chances in the gubernatorial
race would be ruined.”

The father of the youth shot

by Ray said his son “was -
shot in the right front chest. '
The bullet passed through the; »
lung and liver and came out}.

s lung is still draining.”” *'

* He said that the youth had

been staying in differeat
places and had been calling
home ‘about every other
night.”

He said he first heard about

. the shooting at about 10:05

. p.m. Athens time (11:05 p.m.
Savannah). He said he chart- .

~ered a plane out of Hunts-

" ville, Ala., and he and his
wife arrived in Savannah at
4:30 a.m. Sunday.

The boy came to Georgia o
work in Stoner’s campaign,
but Stoner said he dismissed
the Alabamian abouf July 4
because he was ‘‘not compe-
tent enough to do- office
work.”

Police said the boy was shot

¢ with. a 38 calib er pistol
through a window of the par-
ty headquarters.

Stoner said he had given

* the teen-ager enough money
to get back home and “he
-was supposed to be in Ala-
bama.”

Reports Previous Attempts

Stoner said there have been
| previous attempts to break
! into his office at 8 Montgo-
| ymery Crossroad and he feels 3/
the 1nc1dents are part ‘of .a ‘
‘conspiracy” to keep ' him'¥
*“from ~ publishing the “Thun-
! derbblt.”
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“Jerry and ,I' got to be good.‘ '
friénds while T Was. defehding
Y his brother,” Stoner 'said. “He
has always been a- -very
peacefuil person and 1 .trust .
him, -He, wouldn’t’ shoot any
body unless. he. had to ”
IR Stoner Sald the youth not
Ray, should have been ‘arrest- ~
.ed by county police. and add-
«éd that he would defend Ray
&‘t his hearmg Thursday
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FBI Used ng File in

By Jack Anderson

Now that the lid has been
ifted -on intimate aspects of
Dr, Martin Luther King’s life,
this column can reveal details
which good taste dictated we
withhold ‘at the :time -of his
murder.

After the Nobel prize win-
ner was gunned down on the
balcony of his Memphis motel
on April 4, 1968, the FBI be-
gan pamstakmgly piecing to-
gether the complek strands of

his life ) hopes this would
lead thém to his killer.
The FBI's work.was made

easier by 'the fact that it al-
ready had a substantial file on
Dr. King compiled through a
series of wiretaps started in
1963 at the direction of Attor-
ney General Robert Kennedy.
This electronic snoopery,
first disclosed by this column,
illuminated some dark corne;rs
in the civil rights leader’s pri-
vate life. The FBI reports
showed that the minister’s dy-
namism and courage had
made him enormously attrac-ju
tive to many women.

One of these was the “w1fe
of a promirent Negro dentist
in Los Angeles,” said a report
dated Fepﬁzo '1968. This infor-

: informant who
said’ Dr King had been havmg
an “illicit affair . . ..sinceé 1962
w1th the woman. +

dent!_which__occurred. some's

i

as furnished by. a|

time ago in a New York City|

hotel, where King was in-
toxicated at a small gather-
ing,” the report said. “King
threatened to leap from the
13th floor window of the hotel
if this woman would not say
she loved him.”

The dentist was known to be
furious about the reported li-
aison. In fact, the information
given the ¥BI suggested that
the wife’s baby might have
been fathered by Dr. King..
¢ Sifting each fact in the mur-
der ‘case, the FBI found that
James Earl Ray, the suspected
killer, had been in Los Ange-
les shortly before he returned
east to stalk Dr. King. Could
the jealous dentist, the FBI
wondered, have h1red Ray to
slay King? ,

This column at about .the
same time, learned .the name
of the dentist and we flew im-
medxately to “Los Angeles.
There, in .an emotional inter-
view, the wife told us her rela-
tionship with Dr. ng was
“merely a friendship.” Her
husband loyally backed her

We‘ asked.her whether she
had called Dr. King .and. she
responded sharply, “I didn’t
call him. He called me.” She
sald however,, he had tele-|?
phoned frequently and that on
at least one occasion she had:
Seen him off at-the airport.

d? Dr. King lhad gon-

“The source related an inci<| wafi

-
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Our 1nterv1ew and « checks
around Los Angeles-convinced,
us that the dentist could mot]
have had anything to do w1th'
Ray. The FBI came to the,
same conclusion. ‘

Buckley a Traveler . {
While most . reporters,
scheme and save to take those
foreign trips that give stories
-exotic ~ datelines, columnist
‘'William' Buckley journeys at
the taxpayers’ expense.

The urbane Buckley, as a
member of the advisory com-
mission to the United States
Information  Agency, has
taken three overseas trips for
USIA head Frank ; Shake-
speare. ) !

USIA " has ben olently'
picked up some $3768 in
travel and other €xpenses
while Buckley hds served two
masters—the USIA and the
demands of his trenchant col-
umn. The junkets took the
millionaire-writer and some-|
time politician  to Vietnam,
Thailand, Vienna, Russia and
Eastern Europe

Buckley .commented that
when he took his advisory job,
13 months ago he told USIA “I
wasn’t going to adjourn my
professional life.-I wr1te from
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| tle farming town whose people
hive found themselves almost

without medical care. Two of
ity four doctors have died’ Te;
cently. . {
Parents have to drive mlles‘
for their children’s appoint: °
ments. The two doctors left in
the area work hterally mghb
and day. Like so many small

communities, it is lmpossmle
to attract young general pracs
titioners to Fuquay-Varina.

But although the doctors

have stayed away, the politi-
cians haven’t. This time, it hag
been a lucky thing for the
town. One of the political cams
paigners was Rep. Nick Gallfl-
anakis (D.-N.C.).
" The congressman saw both a;
political and a medical issue.?
Since then, the congressman
has won the support of 127 of’
his colleagues for a solution’; tog
problems like those in the ht-
tle town. .

It would allow the federal
government to pay off educa-'
tion loans of young doctors
1and dentists who go to prac-,
tice in such towns and in poor”
urban areas for three years.:
1 The measure would cost only"
about $10 million a year, but:
has an uphill struggle in thls ,
Congress r

f Meantime, Galifianakis has !

is staff lookmg for doctors’

ho want to practice in the
easant rural town of’ Fu-
guiay-Varina, N.C. . X

© 1970, Bell-McClure Syndicaée, In.c. 1
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By Paul W. Valentine

‘Washington Post Staff Writer
BOLIVAR, Tenn—Grace
Elizaleth Stephens,
emacjated, sad facedjwoman
in a, shapeless mocls, rests
tran

i see town. -

| Hospl»tal records show her
condition is deteriorating.
She has been here more
than two years.

Her lawyers fiow want her
out. before it is too late.

They say state . officials
railroaded her here in a se-
crécy-shrouded maneuver to
suppress and discredit eye
witness testimony by her
that contradicts the official
"account of the assassination
of Dr Martin Luther King-
‘Jr. *in* Mémphis on Aprll 4,
. 1968

,Mry. Stephens asserts that
an she saw leaying the
house- bathroofn, from
| police say he fatal
,shot was fired as Pr. King
stood on the Lorraihe Motel
balcony, wag’ ‘not James Earl
;Ray, the pubhcly proclaxmed
LkllIer :

{** The man she saw _was
vshort, small-boned,in his 50s:
W1th “salt-and- pepper” hair,
her attorneys say she has
161d them, -

- Ray was fall;"in his late
30s with black hair.

. Grace Stephens’ potential
testimony . is d crucial ele-
ment in a continuing at-
tempt by attorneys to obtain

a-full trial for Ray; to prove |

he was not the triggerman
in -Dr. King’s shooting, and
to demonstrate there was a
‘conspiracy - “involving proba—
bly several ‘persons in the

54, an

ilized in a mental asy-
glum in. this obscure ennes-

=

l

!

x
1
!

]

¢
1

;
|
i
|
|
|
!

assassination.

.. The) attorneys conterd ] pr1-
vately that Ray was gn un-
“ tool in thejplot.
They \Is6 maintain that the
man in the bathroom may
have been ‘a “decoy” and
that the real assassin fired
from another location.

!
1
l

1
|
|
?
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ﬁ,,,hes in Asyhm%

“Authorities ranging from
Memphls chief - prosecutor
“Phil Cpanale to former Attor-

have mamtamed ‘rom the

begiyning that- Raylacted de-

liberately and alon¢. | -
At stake now in'the case

is Grace Stephens’ credibil- -
ity as an eyewitness: Herat- :

torneys . acknowledge she

" . has a histoxl‘y of alcoholism,

but they.contend she is not
insane ds state officials sug-
gest by having her, commit-
ted to Western State Psychi-
atric Hospital in Bolivar.

In a- brief court appear-

-ance here last week, Mrs. Ste- !

phens sat- with several at-
tendants. She stared
blankly. Her movements
were
and  heavily sedated,
rolled her jaws in a repeti-’
t1ve chewing motion,
Attorneys say. that ordi-
nar11 she /is bright, articu-
late; ind ‘reads a great deal

and {that she completed !

three years of collgge.
The attorneys hppe to.re-
move her from tl§ hospital

ahd ‘preserve her gestimony, .

- either in live form or by
desposition, ‘for Ray’s future
defense.

Ray pleaded guilty to
first-degree  murder in
March 1969 and- was seh-
tenced to 99 years in prison.
At :the brief courtroom
procedmg in Memphis, there
was little testimony—just a
series of
which state
structured a case depicting
Ray as the lone killer.

-4 Criminal attorney Percy

l Foreman\represented Ray at
' the time. Ray subsequently
acquxred new attorneys who

now  contend oreman
cpérced Ray\by “fraud” and
“pribery” :nto Hleading,
g 1lty

n their f?)rmal bid for
. post-conviction relief, they
say Foreman, after making a
series of contracts with au-
thOT William BradfezdZiuie,

" arranged to avoid a full trial
because the trial would have

.glow. Stringy-haired |
she

stipulations in |
prosecutors -
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revealed fuller‘detalls of the
case*and demed Hule exclu-
sive access to the Ray story.
A court ruling on Ray’s mo-
tion for a full trial will prob-
ably come this autumn.

Th§ new attorneys and in-
vestigators now concenfrat-

ing op Grace Stephens afe a
varied group: Represenfing
Mrs. Stephens is C. M. (Pat)

Murphy of Memphis, a soft-

for Ray there are flint-eyed
Ku Klux Klan counselor J.
B. Stoner of Savannah, Ga.;
veteran Memphis ecriminal
lawyer Richard J. Ryan, and
Washington attorney Ber-
nard Fensterwald, assassina-
tion specialist, political lib-
eral and former counsel for

. a Senate judiciary subcom-
mittee. They say they are

working without fee.
Working with them is
Memphis private detective
Renfro T. Hays, a large, ar-
fable, drawling man. He.
clalms to have found Grace
Stephens at the mental hos-
pital here in this country

- town of 4,000, 70 miles east
. of Memphis, where state of-

ficials;had “salted her away”
under the surname alden,

.a nane she had. a qulred

many fyears ago. by ja: - pre-
vious rharriage.

Seeking her relea%e this
week, lawyer  Murphy
argued in court papers that
“ officials  ignored . several
legal requirements in com-
mitting Mrs. Stephens:

® The commitment
_proceding was initiated by
an unauthorized person—
John A. Henderson, then an

. assistant admijnistrator at
in Mem- .

Gaston Hospital
phis. Tennessee law empow-
ers only a relative, guardian,
' licensed physician, head of
an institution, or health,
welfare, or law enforcement
officer to take such action.

Mrs. Stephens by mail of

hearing.

® No notice was given to
any relatives.

! ® Memphis  prosedutors
remov: her medicall rec-
ords fiom Gaston Hosipital
where |she had been held
three %eeks before being
transferred to Bolivar.
Papers filed by the Ten-
nessee attorney general’s of-
fice deny officials acted ille-
gally, but they give no sup
|_porting arguments. )

spoken silver haired man; |

' @ Officials failed to notify |

her scheduled commitment |

A

n-itelg %’gg’« Qéhind the com-
! mitment action. He said he

" yer, Murphy, asserts, “The
- reason she was placed in the

- and has at no time since

. police . .

LQ

Carhsle, an assistant |

rosecutor in the Ray case,
said his * office “'was “defl-

does- not know wha.initigted

it. Another source close to
the prosecution who asked
not to be named said the ac-
tion was probably taken rou-
tinely by hospital or jail au-
thorities because ‘of Mrs.
Stephen® alcoholic condi-
tion.

But Mrs.

Stephens’ law-

psychiatric hospital was be-
cause her testimony would
have been unfavorable to
the position taken by the

She r_,££::nty attorney gen-
eral (Mephis prosecutor)

and his staff.
“She alleges that=siie=wis
not mentally ill at that time

been mentally ill. She
charges further that al-
though she was a material
witness and that she in-
formed the Memphis
. as to the details ,
of her knowledge, such in-
formation was deliberately
concealed . . . and she . ..
was unlawfully shuttled off
to the psychiatric depart-:
ment of the city of Memphis

" hospitals.”

Atgthe time of Mr. Xing’s
shoofing, Grace Stdphens °
lived] in a cheap ropming
hous¢ adjacent to thk Lor-
raine Motel with her’ com- i
mon law husband, Charles
Stephens. Both were |

_ any sense out of her.”

known to be heavi drinkers.
Both claim seeing a man
leaving the. bathroom from

whi the fatal shot was |
fireq. Charles Stephens said .
in An affidavit ulfimately
used in support of Ray’s

guilty plea procedipg that
the man he saw ’ looked
“very much like” an FBI
flier of Ray.

Grace Stephens claims
she also gave police a de-
scription of the man, but de-
fense attorneys say that if
police have it, they will not
turn i§over to them npw.

A source close to t
ecutiop said the polfce did
attemp}t to take hen state-
ment on the night o April
4, 1968, “but couldn’t make

pros-

Affer her:-comin
\ the- Bohvar Hosp!tal;
Ste, e
swn"ﬂ"'d"’crlptmn ‘of the
‘man -to investigator Renfro
Hays. Thedescription does
not match Ray’s.
| In dispute is’
| Charles or Grace, or both,
. were drunk at ¢he time of
i the shooting.
i Defense attorneys concede
i Grace Stephens’ drinking
| history but note that her
| husband—whose statement
‘ prosecutors chose to use—
|
|

cannot claim any greater re-

i liability.
i The} attorneys also note
| that Yrace Stephens was

commiited on July 31, 1968,
| less tHan two months after
! Rays arrest in London Eng-

ave a‘written and

whether ‘

Memp}ils area’’
lawyers say. -}

pers, Memphis' psychj;
Sidney D. Vick
Mrs. Stephens as suff
“chronic -brain sy
hallucmatory—see
on ce111ng-—though
to shoot her.”
Attorneys < this
may have been . so:betays
she was drunk atjth
Vick examined hé
trast, she was sobe¥
day of Dr. ng"s 14
they insist. :
Dr. Antonio : Rublo

cal director at ‘the Bolwalj

Hospital, said that Mrs. Ste-
phens’ condition, when he
examined her on several oc-
casio;
“very close” to a sickness
callefl Korsakoff’s Disease,
causéd by heavy drinking.
One of the symptoms, he
said is “confabulation,” a
tendency to invent stories to
fill memory gaps. Rubio
said he could not determine
in any concrete way if that
particular symptom was
manifested in Mrs. Stephens

but sajd there was a possi- .

bility.

At g court hearing Mon-
day ih Bolivar, attorney
Murphy abandoned his strat-

egy to win Mrs. Stephens’
release on a writ of habeas
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hs in 1968 and 1969, was .

|_corpus . after he he said he dlS-

covered through Med
records. that her,con
was now too “ fegh
to permit “her to:-pe. "o
own.
Attempts
" with relatlves have:
he said. Records mdmatev
that she has aged at ac-
celerated rate jin . th

‘milligrams daily of Me
a tranquilizer, and 75

depressent, records,s

A court sourcefs
in lieu of the habp:
action, hospital off &
agreed informally’ M
to cooperate with atto




Grace Elizabeth Stephens, 54, who testified officially proclaimed, has been in an insane
that the sniper who fatally shot the Rev. Dr. asylum in Bolivar, Tenn., for more than 2 years.

Martin Luther King was not James Earl Ray,

as Dr. King was slain as he stood in front of his

5 Associated Press
room in this Memphis hotel-motel (circle). The
woman’s lawyers say she was railroaded to the
asylum to discredit her testimony.
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Ray, brother of the man im-
prisoned for the assassina-
tion of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., was in jail
yvesterday in - connection
with the shooting of a white
teen-ager, police said.

Chatham County detectives;;?
said police were holding the!
35-year-old St. Louis man for
investigation of an assault
charge- stemming from the
shooting Saturday night out-
side the headquarters of the,
white supremacist States
Rights Party.

Ray’s brother, James Earll
Ray, pleaded guilty to the
April 4, 1968, rifle slaying of
King in Memphis, Tenn. He
was sentenced to 99 years in
prison.

Police withheld the nhme
of the 16-year-old youth, who
was reported in fair condi-
tion.

St. Lawrence, said the

© Al St. Lawrence, chief of!
: ‘persons.

outh was shot 'ygh]le har-,
Selri’t?iy"rrymg to remove a box'
of recor ds from the party of—
fices. ot :

Police said the boy was
just outside the office of the)
party when he was shot in'
the chest with a .38-caliber
pistol fired through a.win-
dow from inside.

Ray has been working
with the party and is cam-.
paign manager for J. B.
Stoner, a wlhite supremacist
candidate for governor in
the Democratic primary. Po-

lice said the youlh was also

2 TAEHIVET of the Darty.

e — T

"o In Los Angelps,, h'

progoeition said TS SEar wit-
ness will testify toddy in the
Sharqn Tate sziﬁer trial
that a hippie-stylé band con-
trolled by™ ha les Manson
shot and std d to death
the actress a six . other
THe witness is
Linda Kasabian, 21, a mem-

ber-oi“tife Mansori"’“f’arﬁf ”
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TTHE RELEASE OF MRS, GRACE WALDEN FROM A STATE ME
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MEMPHIS -~ATTORNEY CHARLES M, MURPHY JR. SAID TODAY HE
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WILL SEEK

NTAL HOSPITAL ON
i GROUNDS SHE WAS COMMITTED ILLEGALLY IN AN EFFORT TO SUPPRESS HFR

P TESTIMONY ABOUT THE SLAYING OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER XINC JR.
MRS. WALDEN WAS A RESIDENT OF THE ROOMING HOUSE

7" ! SAID SHE

HERE ¥ROM WHICH

EPOLICE SAY JAMES EARL RAY FIRED THE SHOT THAT KILLED KING,

SHE

SAV A MAN RUN FROM THE ROOMING HOUSE BATHROOM JUST AFTER
+ | THE SHOT WAS FIRED, BUT THAT IT WAS NOT RAY.
i 7/25~-NU7Q3PLD
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UPI-45 .
(RAY) - | o L

SAVANNAH, GA, --JERRY RAY, BROTHER OF THE ASSASSIN OF DR, MARTIN

LUTHER KING® JR., WAS BEEN CHARGED WITH SHOOTING A YOUNG AMERICAN

NAZI PARTY MEMBER IN THE STOMACH,

SETECTIVES SAID RAY TOLD THEM HE SHOT THE YOUTH SATURDAY NIGHT
WHILE FRUSTRATING AN ATTEMPT TO REMOVE RECORDS FROM THE LOCAL
§EABQU§¥§%§§‘OF THE NATIONAL STATE RIGHTS PARTY HEADED BY ATTORNEY

STONER. A WHITE SUPREMACIST CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA
cATD HE WOULD REPRESENT RAY AT TODAY'S ARRAIGNMENT PROCEEDINGS, gav,
UHO SAID HE WAS STONER'S CAMPAIGN MANAGER AND SECURITY MAN, WAS
TO BE CHARGED WITH AGGRAVATED ASSAULT.
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Ray's Tawyer after Ray said 6

no other details.

0-19 (Rev. 7-21-70)

Brother of James Ray |
Is Charged in Slaying .

SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) — Jer-,

\ry Ray, whose brother is impri-

sioned for the slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., has
been jailed in the shooting of a
white teen-ager at headquarters
of the white supremacist Nation-
al States Rights party.

Chatham County police, who
arrested Ray, 85, shortly after
the 16-year-old youth was shot in
the chest Saturday night, said
they were holding him while
they investigated the shooting.

The teen-ager, described by
police as a member of the party,
was reported in critical condi-
tion at Memorial Hospital.

Through Window

Police said he apparently was
shot with a .38-caliber pistol
through a window of the party
headquarters after he had re-
moved party records and pa-
pers. The shot came from inside
the building, said police.

Ray, whose brother, James
Earl Ray, is serving a 99-year
sentence after pleading guilty to
slaying King, has been working
in Georgia as the campaign
manager for J. B. Stoner, an
avowed segregationist seeking
the Democratic gubernatorial
nomination.

“Been Around”’

Long associated with anti-
Negro and anti-Jewish causes,
Stoner tried unsuccessfully last
year to win a new trial for James
Earl Ray. He was retained as

wanted to change his guilty plea
to not guilty.

Al St. Lawrence, chief of the
Chatham County detectives, said
the wounded youth ‘“had been
around these people for about
three or four weeks.” No home
address was listed for him.

Police said they could release

Ray, of St. Louis, Mo., has

. |been” working with the National
States Rights party, in addition

to helping Stoner, who was the
party’s vice presidential candi-

date in 1964.
S=

—United Press Internation

JERRY RAY
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July 16,1970

ASSASSINETION OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

PRESS SCIMITAR MEMPHIS 7/11/70
PRESS SCIMITAR MEMPHIS 7/10/70
COMMERICIAL APPEAL MEMPHIS 7/11/70
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