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“Envelope Is Cited—

By Ray Attorney

By WAYNE CHASTAIN

Press-Scimilap Statf Writer - -

A battered envelope, postmarked one month before .
James Earl Ray escaped from the Missouri State Prison,
was onc of the leads obtained by Ray’s defense atlorneys
this woeek after they examined in detail for the first time the’,
state’s evidence against Ray, who is now serving 99 years!
for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King, one of the defense:.

(Indfcate page, name of
newopaper, clity and stata.)
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atiorneys said today.

Bernard (Bud) Fensterwald, a Washington, D.C. atto'r'-:‘

ney who joined Memphis at-
torney  Richard Ryan last
mouth in defending  Ray,
said the envclope was ad-
dressed to a ‘‘doctor” at a
flophouse in Atlanta with &
return address of a political
organization,

“Marked across the top
was Eric Starvo Galt,” Fen-
sterwald said. ‘‘There were
some pencilednotations
about Galt being a man good
for some odd jobs . . ."”

The state contends that
Galt was an alias Ray used
when he registered in a
Memphis motel the night be-
fore Dr. King was fatally

v shot- on the balcony of the.

i BorramesMotel.
LR s e et LA 93
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King, ™ Tt

Fensterwald, who received
permission  from the court
last month to cxamine the
state's evidence for the first
time, said the envelope was
among the cvidence he ex-
amined at the Memphis po-
lice department’s property:
room where the Ray evi-
dence is stored. :

There was nothing in the
state’s summary of proof,
Fensterwald said, about the
envelope or about the indi-
vidual the letter was appar-
ently addressed to.

The attorney also said the
30 caliber metal jacketed
bullet extracted from Dr.

King's body was intact
enough that it could be sub-,
jected to a spectrographic
analysis, adding that there:
was no indication in the
state's proof that it had ever
undergone any such tests.

A new trial motion will be -
heard Sept. 2. Atty. Gen.
Phil M. Canale will ask for
dismissal of Ray's request

“for a naw trind on the

grounds that it does not al
Jege any violations of Ray’s
conutitvtional rights,
Yesterday, Criminal Court.
Judge Wiliam Williams de-
nied a defense motion by
Fensterwald and Ryan for a
spectrographic  analysis of:
the bullet that kifled =Ds
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By ROY B. HAMILTON
Press-Scimitar Statf Writer B
' An attorney for James:
iEarl Ray said today he has
funcoverednew evidence
| “that runs very contrary” to
'the statc’s theory that the :
tbullet taken from the body of
:Dr. Martin Luther King was .
s fired by the rifle found at the
‘assassination scene. )

The claim was made by~
Bernard Fensterwald™ Jr. of
‘Washington, D.C., during
a brief hearing before Crimi-
nal Court Judge William H.-
Williams in connection with -
.Ray’s petition for a new trial"
under the Tennessce Post
Conviction Relicf Act.

Judge Williams set a hear-
ing for. oral arguments on
the issue for Wednesday,
Sept. 2.

Fensterwald told the judge
that he had been unable to’
determine if a spectographic -
analysis had ever been made
of the bullet that killed King..
The attorney asked the judge
to authorize such a test.

Fensterwald said the FBI:
evidence relating to the bul-
let presented at Ray’s guilty.
plea trial onMarch 10, 1369,

g -

~was ‘‘very vague.”"

Fensterwald did not elabo-
rate on his new evidence
claim at the hearing, but he
went into some detail with
reporters after the hearing.

Among the documents, he
told newsmen, was a sworn
statement by an FBI ballis-
tics expert identified as Rob-
ert Frazer that the bullet re-"
covered from King’'s body
was so mutilated it could not
‘be identilicd as having been
Jired by the rifle traced to

Ray, 7. em=na
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Ra y,' Denicd Court Approyal ;
For Analysis Of Fatal Bullet

4 By CHARLES EDMUNDSON :
Criminal Court Judge William H. Williams yesterday de-;
nied a motion by an attorney for James Ear] Ray, confessed {Indicate page, name of
slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., for a spectographid newspapsr, city and stato.)
analysis of the bullet that killed the-Negro leader. . .
Bernard Fensterwald Jr,, the 11th attorney to be employed .
-Iby Ray, contended the analysis is nceded to establish whether .
the bullet taken from Dr. King’s body here in April, 1968, is : ~— DPAGE 13

of the same compsoition as either of two lots of bullets left on .

the sidewalk at 42214 Main just; , ) '

after the slaying, - metal-jacketed solf-point sport-| - ’
Judge Williams denied this|/ing type bullet. He found it T COMMERCIAL APPEATL

and other defense motions as/identical to five unfired bullets

not in order for arguments to|the state claims Ray left be
be made before him on a de |[hind but dissimilar from four

fense” move for a new trial|others, also left behind, that - |7 MEMPHIS, TENN.
under the Tennessee post-con- (had full metal jackets. : -

viction relief act. Judge Wil-| If the FBI made a specto- ‘ .

liams set the new trial hearing |graphic analysis of the bullets, . . ’

for Sept. 2. the 560 word affidavit pre-

pared by Dr. Frazier for use at
Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canalelthe trial does not mention it. ",
will contend Ray’s motion for ’
a new trial should be dis-| “This is a serious flaw in the
missed because it alleges no investigation and should be
violation of Ray’s const.tution- corvected,” Mr. Fensterwald
al rights. . said. o
Mr. Fensterwald, executive! Judge Williams refused a de-
director of the Committee to fense request for Ray to be

Investigate Assassinations, |brought  to Memphis from

with offices in Washington, Brushy Mountain Penitentiary - Date: 7/10/70
contends Ray did not fire the1 in East Tennessee' for the Sephs Editions

shot that killed Dr, King. A‘z;-,;‘—,rjng. B Author:

N -

spectographic analysis of the ‘
fatal bulﬁ:t might show, he editor: GORDON HANUNA
maintains, that it belongs to Title:

neither of two lots 30-06-caliber
cartridges left on the sidewalk
in front of the rooming house

from the second floor of which : ,Character:

the state contends Drk, King® ' : or )

.waig sgmrtt: A F . . FBE Claeslﬂcaﬂon:"/ﬁ/’ /yj 7IS
. Robe . Frazier, an . , . MPH
iballistics expert, found that : submitting Oftice:  ME

,Lthe hullet extracted from Dr,’ ' [ Betng Investigated

|King’s body was_a 3dcaliber®
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“Ray
| Rfeleased

By Paul Valentine

S Washington P
The Justice Department,
prodded by writer and re-
searcher Harold Weisberg, has
veversed. its position and
agreed to make available the
record of James Earl Ray’s
1068 extradition -proceeding
from. England in the murder
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
.King Jr.-. . .

Justice officials released the
195-page packet of affidavits,
photographs and various gov-
ernment documents fo report-,
ers yeaterday. R

Weisberg filed a civil suit
under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act last March 11, ask-
ing for a court order compell-
ing the, Justice Department to,
give him access to the records.

Up to that time, Justice had
contended the records, as “in-
vestigative files,” were exempt
from the information act and
could be withheld at the .De-
partment’s discretion. .

However, on May 6; while
Weikherg’s court action was
still pending, Attorney Gen-
eral John N. Mitchell agreed
to grant access.

Weisberg and his attorney,
Bernard Fensterwald (who is‘
also Ray’s most recently ae-

- quired lawyer) examined the,
voluminous records at the Jus-'
tice Department last month.;
Justice officials subsequently’
prepared additional copies for|
inquiring reporters and made
them available yesterday.

‘Ray, 42, a convicted holdup,

" man and prison escapee, was'

arrested in London, England,
on_June 8, 1968, after g twe:

€ Toontl:-* international search.:

King, the civil rights leader,!

Case Papers-

/Zm// " e )/&%W o

AP /z,g..,@,emv&a/'

_ U

to Press

ost Staff Writer ‘ :
was felled by a single bullet in’
Memphis, Tenn., on April 4,
1968. His murder triggered
riots in more than 100 Ameri:
can cities. .. o .
After an elaborate extradi-
tion hearing, Ray was re-
turned to Memphis, and on
March 10, 1969, he pleaded
guilty to murder and was sent-
enced to 99 years in prison. He
is now seeking a re-opening-of |
the case and a full tridl, claim-|-
ing ‘his previous: attorney,
Percy: Foreman, - coerced him|
int@ pleading guilty. A hearing|.
is expected this summer. '
. The extradition record made |;
available yesterddy contains
numerous - FBI . affidavits|
claiming to link Ray .to the|
King murder through-finger-}

print, ~ handwriting, ballistic|
and other evidence. R |
Weisberg, who wrote

“Whitewash,” a book challeng:
ing- the lone-assassin ¢onelu-|.
sion of the Warren Commis-|
sion in the 1963 murder ofl
President John F. Kennedy,
has also questioned _official
findings in the King case. . _
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(CANDIDATE
ATLANTA--THE ATTORNEY FOR THE ASSASSIN OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING l

JR QUAL FIED A% A DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA
XPRESSED A DESIRE TO "PREVENT THE WHITE BLOODSTREAM

FROM BEIN& P@LLUTED BY THE JUNGLE BLOOD OF AFRICA,"
"I'M A RACIST") STONER, OF SAVANNAH, SAYS THE DIFFERENCE

]umtmgrgfn AND OTHER CANDIDATES'FOR GOVERNOR IS ™I'M NOT A

»] LOVE THE WHITE RACE, AND I WANT TO PREVENT THE WHITE BLOODSTREAM
FRO?/BEII;IG: PQ‘I;IA.UTED BY THE JUNGLE BLOOD OF AFRICA," ]
2--GE114

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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Why Dfd James Earl Ray Do ItP

HE SLEW THE DREAMER
. By William" Bradford ‘Huie,
Délacorte. 212 pages: $5 95.

From the< tragic \momem in
, April 1968 in which Dr. Martin
Luther King was shot to death, I
many Americans believed that |
the slaying was the result of a :
conspiracy.

But' believers in this theory l
~will' find scant support for |
their ideas in William Brad-
ford Huie’s -analysis of the

. unleashed widespread violence

,clanfles to some extent the
*" mysterious circumstanceés sur-

i
Memphis assassination thati
i

across the nation.

Huie’s investigation of the |
King slaying ~has convinced
him - that James - Earl Ray |
stalked ‘and killed the civil !
rights leader alone and entire--
ly- on his own volition. He
found little substantial evi- .
dence to buttress any sugges- .
tion that Ray was a hired kill-
er. or a paid agent for a crimi-
‘nal apparatus. .

¢ “He Slew the Dreamer” .

|
i
Al
I

" rounding Ray’s getaway from

‘used several aliases, .it” was

Memphis. . Because ‘he had

difficult to pin down the assas-
"sin’s identity immediately.
Ray, often described as “look-
ing like - everybody else,”
, drove from Memphis to Atlan- ‘
. ta in 11 hours. There, hé aban-
. doned his white Mustang and
“traveled alone by bus and by |
: train to Windsor, Canada. For- !
ty-elght hours after the slay- \
;ing - he was in- Toronto. He
| stayed clear of airports, as- !
' suming they would be closely]
{ watched.
. Huie’s book " does not stress |
‘the point, but by that time, -
fires and looting had spread ini
! Washington, Baltimore, Chica-
| go, Kansas City and numerous ;
| other, cities, as a result of,
| King’s death. National
l Guardsmen and regular army |
| troops were called to cope ,
with the disorders.
Huje learned such facts as

} he did about Ray’s operations |
| B, e ]

_ By, JOS_EPH G O’KEEFE

&

by paymg the conv(mLML

.

i=tnenr, —and later confirming
| them as far as. he was able.
Ray willingly agreed to such
an’ arrangement, wrote exten-
sive letters to the author and
sometimés sketched the route :
of -his tfavels on maps. His

‘memory approached total re-

call in  some instanees. if he |
failed to remember a speeific
address, for instance, he drew: :

_sketches of the nelghborhood

t(c’i indicate where he had visit- ;
ed. AR R

On occasions when the let-
ters were inaccurate, Huie and
the defense attorneys usually
decided the prisonér ‘was
lying. .

Ray, who .is now servmga
99-year sentence for the sniper
slaying, had spent 13 of his 39

' years behind prison walls. He
+ escaped from Missouri state |

prison- at Jefferson City in.

. April 1967, and for most of the .
, next year smuggled drugs and

" These operations paid his |

weapons and . probably .en-
gaged in armed robbery

living - expenses and pro-

- vided him with an automabile, :

' son or several 'Huie hasn’t

His' employer- or confederate -
much of this time was a man °
Ray had encountered in Mon-
treal, whom he identifies only
as Raoul. !

Whether Rabul was one per-

been able to decide. But the
author personally checked out .
many of the persons-Ray had
contacted during his travels to
Canada, Mexico and else-
where. Ray made his most fa-
vorable impression during the

month or so he' worked asa

kitchen employe in a pestau- | -

LTam:‘n‘ernetka, Ill (—..=__,—-——~.¢-=‘\
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Didr’t Invite Atte&t_ion
. *=The Tigitive didn’t invite at- »
tention. He achieved protec-'
tive coloration by undergoing
plastic surgery to alter his
features. He lived alone, had
few friends and parted with .
money reluctantly. He
changed his residence fre-'
. quently, taking pains to cover '
his tracks, and was alert to
the importance of “good I.D.” '
(false identification). He
adopted such aliases as Eric ,
S. Galt, John L. Rains, Ramon
George Sneyd and Paul E.
Bridgman.
But Ray’s cloak of anonymi-

i ty was so effective it thwarted
his desire for criminal status.
He _craved prestige in the
|'WoFi0f _criminals. He sought.
a high place on the FBI’s list
Yot .ten most wanted criminals..

And right there, Huie*
.argues, was Ray’s motive for:-
slaying King. His intent was
not to acquire money, nor vent:
extreme racial hostility, but”
merely to achieve underworld
status. The facts of the gun-.
man’s futile -efforts to reach a’
country with no extradition-

. treaty with the United States’’
reflected his inability to plan
his escape. , Pt

Despite the efforts of Huie
and -Ray’s attorneys, the pris-
oner would rever make a flat'
admission that he had fired’
the fatal shot. The farthest®
Ray would go was to insist he
had driven the getaway car’
while the mysterious Raoul
hid in the rear, and then
jumped out a few blocks from.

i the scene of the killing. .
! Since a guilty plea'was filed-"
! and no trial tock place, neither.:
the state’s evidence northe™!
: defense was ever publicly pre-:
t sented. And with Ray shut;,
| away, it probably will never: |
" be known. BN
" - T

=7 IRt At
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HE SLEW THE DREAMER. By William Bradford Huié. )
Delacorte. 212 pp. $5.95.

By Edwin M. Yoder Jr.

4

Just as we had reluctantly accepted the dull prob- :
ability that President Kennedy died at the hand of a
single, self-prompting loner, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. fell in a setting that renewed the thirst for conspiracy
— the feeling that so awful and ramifying a crime must -
spring from a demonic genius to match it. Yet our thirst '
went unslaked at Memphis when James Earl Ray
pleaded guilty to the murder. Even The New York
Times denounced the aborted trial as “a shocking
breach of faith with the American people” — a moment |
of disclosure treated as “a routine murder case.”

Surely the Times stood on shaky legal ground there,
but the anguish was widely shared. Could it be imag-
ined, let alone set down for all time in the history books,
that Dr. King had been slain by an obscure ex-convict
— a man who’d spent some thirteen of his thirty-nine
years in prison — acting without pay or prompting?

The Ray case may yet develop its Mark Lanes, its
“grassy knoll” theories, and its intricate scholasticism
of conspiracy. But it must do so without the Telp of
William Bradford Huie, who argues here that Ray did
indeed alone murder Dr. King: not for pay, and not
especially out of seething hate but to establish himself
pn the list of the FBI's Ten Most Wanted Criminals.
“Ray,” writes Huie, “regards the Top Ten the way
people in show business regard Academy Award win-
ners or . . . fashionable women regard the annual list
of Ten Best-Dressed Women. Criminals too want status
— as criminals.” :

‘Ray’s hunger for identity —to be somebody in the

* squalid pecking order of criminality — was ultimately
his motive, argues Huie, for the crime. It would trans-
form him from plain James Earl Ray — unwanted
child, failed military policeman, inept petty criminal —
to the hero of guardhouse gossips. For on the ladder of
criminal status-seeking Ray didn’t count; during the
year that elapsed between his escape in a bread box
from Missouri State Penitentiary in April, 1967, and
his arrest in Londori fourteen months later, Ray could
jnot watch his favorite television program The FBI of a
Sunday evening without wondering why he failed to

~ make the Top Ten. After the murder he enjoyed his
triumpti: In a dingy Toronto tavern on the evening of

‘ .
/}M// N
Farl RBay: the

" Edwin AI Yl)der'.]r.wi.—s' an edz;tor of the Greensboro
“Daily News of Greensboro, North Carolina.

‘,

hews

Ain

tus-seelker
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April 21, 1968, “Jalﬁ;zs.Ez;;l Ray; the man nobody ever

notices, drank vodka and orange juice and watched .

thimself elevated by the FBI to the Top Ten. He did even
better . . . A special international category was created
for him.” . :

Whether the public will accept Huie’s assiduously
‘constructed account of Ray, the assassin as status-
seeker, I do not know. We all learned with deep sus-
picion of his strange peregrinations north and south,
east and west. Where, we wondered, did he get the
money, the assistance, the cars? Those who persist in
asking these questions will want to inspect Huie’s recon-
struction for themselves. It is too intricate to duplicate
here. I found it entirely persuasive,

" According to Huie, Ray was far from flush with
funds, although he had presumably profited from both
robbery and drug-running, as well as brief employment
as a dishwasher. Had he had a bit more and kept his
nerve during the last stage of flight in London, he
might have made good an intended escape to Por-
tuguese West Africa, beyond the reach of extradition.

As for the fancy that Ray was the hired gunman of
the Klan, or the Cubans, or the Mafia, Huie disposes of
it authoritatively — one might say cocksurely —on’
grounds that Ray’s criminal career had been “char-
acterized by ineptitude, often.ludicrous ineptitude,”
making him a poor risk. We have here, then, not a hired
assassin but an insecure, narcissistic little man who
struck his kindly employers in Chicago as “such a nice
man” and the proprietor of a ballroom dancing school
in Los Angeles as “a Southern gentleman™! '

How long Ray might have plotted the killing, how
deep the germ of it lay, Huie leaves unsettled. When
Ray went to Canada in the summer of 1967, he evidently
meant to skip the continent for good. That he failed to
get a passport and came back, by then involved in drug-
smuggling, was the fateful turn of events. And accord-
ing to Huie, Ray’s visit to Alabama on the eve of the
fretful 1968 election “certainly did nothing to slow the
growth of an idea that may have been in his mind since
1964.” (In California, he had recruited signers for the
petition to get George Wallace on the ballot.) It is
almost certain that by mid- or late March of 1968 Ray

had begun to “stalk” Dr. King: in Atlanta, in Selma,

finally in Memphis.

" William Bradford Huie, a veteran of such searches
through the seamy world of racial violence, has done
an admirable detective job — with Ray’s purchased col-
laboration. Detailed as it is, however, the book is finally
just another banal chronicle of Hannah Arendt’s “ba-
nality of evil”; one’s final reaction is disgust, not pity
“or-terror. . ) ' '

Huie, moreover, constantly intrudes on the narrative
to boast of his deductive powers or to deprecate (usuaily
after the 1act) his invasion of

;@.

. ) the privacy of those who
haplesely crossed Ray’s path. It was, we are to gather,
a cagey, tough, and cynical deal Huie struck with the
assassin, having paid him $30,000 for exclusive rights.
So far did Huie carry his 'end of the ‘bargain that he

* twice retailed Ray’s doctored accounts (of his prison

break, and of the Montreal grocery store robbery) to
Look magazine readers, sensing that they were false

. but wanting to reassure Ray that he would cover him
 in petty lies if they could get at the big truth about the

murder — a truth which Ray strenuously denies.
“"Huie's journalistic enterprise is admirable, but I
admit that it makes me uncomfortable to find that a
man accused of heinous crime must sell his story to
pay his lawyers. (Not that Ray objected. Arthur Hanes,
his first lawyer, found Ray more interested in libel suits
than in preparing a defense to the charge of murder. To
the last, Ray worried in the modern way about his
“image.”)

At all events the book itself, no less than the case,

leaves us with questions. Huie tells us how he threat-
ened Ray with the publication of a damaging specula-
tion in Look, before the trial, if Ray didn’t tell him the
truth, Ray asked for it no doubt. But when contract is
pressed to the point of collision with the process of
trial by jury, I wonder that reputable lawyers would be
parties to it. Indeed, this curious entanglement of jour-
nalism, legal fees, and justice needs clarifying — pos-
sibly more so than the conspiracy theories which, to

my satisfaction, Huie has well exploded. &
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¢ James Earl Ray reriewad Bis)
bidpasterday for d{wi erial in
the assassination of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,
‘claiming that attorney Percy
Foreman used “bribery” and:
“fraud” in forcing him to plead
guilty to the murder.

_ Ray’s new attorneys filed
papers in Shelby County'
Court in Memphis, Tenn,
charging that Foreman sub-
verted Ray’s legal interests for
his own monetary gain
through a series of contracts
with writter William Bradford

Huie. Memphis was the scene
‘of Dr. King’s death on April 4,
1968.

The new attorneys claimed
that Foreman coerced Ray to
plead guilty to avoid a full
trial because a trial would
have revealed fuller details of
the case and denied Huie ex-
clusive access to the Ray
story. )

When Ray indicated at the
last moment in March 1969
that he wanted to switch his
plea to “not guilty,” Foreman
rushed ‘to his prison cell and
offered to reduce his fee—
leaying 1more money, frem
mapaziine and book royaltics
at Ray’s disposal—if he would
maintain_kis guiliy pled, the
attorneys said.

“Thus, bribery was added to
'duress,” they charged. -

Also, they said,Foreman per-
petrated a “fraud on the
court” when he told the judge
in Ray’s case that he was serv-
ing “without compensation.”
There are no court records in-
dicating he ever informed offi-
cials of his contractual ar-
rangements with Huie, they
said. ‘ .

The detailed petition for
“post-conviction relief” is the

firse—imajolt action “by—TaY's .

Lawyer of

most recently acquired attor-|
ney, Bernard Fen$terwaid of!
Washington. He is a former
counsel for a Senate Judiciary
subcommittee and a vocifer-
ous Critic of government wire-
tgpping, mail opening and
otfigi~covert activetyps——
Fensterwald is also execu-!

ltive director of the Commit-
:[tee to Investigate Assassina-

tions. The organization is criti-
cal of the no-conspiracy con-
clusion of the Warren Com-
mission in the 1963 assassina-
tion of President John F. Ken-
nedy and is seeking a re-open-

. ing of that case. .

Fensterwald says he is serv-.
ing in the Ray case without |
fee, He joins two other attor-|
neys for Ray—J. B. Stoner,'
former Ku Klux Klan organ-
izer and chairman of the ultra
rightwing  National " States
Rights Party, and Richard J.l
{Ryan, veteran criminal lawyer:
in Memphis. .

Ray claimed in earlier court
maneuvers that Foreman

qUAtETy; but yestorday's peti-
‘tion is far more detailed in its
accusations. el

It eriticizes not only Fore-
man, but also attorney Arthur
flanes Sr., former mayor ofj

Ray shortly atter Ray was ar-’
rested in London, England, in
June, 1968. |

The petition says Hanes con-;
tracted with Huie to get 42 per|
[eent of all book and magazine
i earnings and that Huic would
‘keep 40 per cent, leaving Ray
iwith 18 per cent. A $30,000
payment that Look magazine,
advanced to Huie in late 1968
went entirely to Hanes, the pe-
titforcsays! o

teo ”

failed to represent him ade-

Birmingham, who represented | '

Qi S i

vay Accuses Trial

‘Fraud’

“When Foreman, a’

}*Wﬁlters i )
Ny~
Bishop L I

. Casper /

Callahan

Conrad

Felt

Gale

Rosen = 7

Sullivan _L

Tavel

Soyars

Tele. Room

Holmes
Gandy

criminal

lawyér1rom Houdtoit “Tek., re-
placed Hanes in November,

,1968, he made a new
tion says.

Foreman has said

cuted.

conspiracy

contract

with Huie, demanding 60 per
cent of ull earnings, the peti-

After his guilty ‘plea, ,Ray
received a 99-year sentence.

he per-

suaded Ray to plead guilty be-
cause he feared Ray would be
‘convicted in a trial and exe-

A full trial, if granted, could
produce evidence indicating a
involving several

ipersons in Dr. King’s death,

| Fensterwald says. .
1 yasays. ..

D)
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PETROS, Tenn.— (UPI)
— James Earl Ray, alter an
embattled year at the state

_ penitentiary at Nashville, .
moved today to the state’s
maximum security facility
at Brushy Mountain here.

“Ee arrived by car about
6:30 a.m. (EST)” said Wal- .
lace Flood, assistant correc- '
tion commissioner for aduit
programs.

“He will be housed in a
single cell in one of the cell
blocs,” Flood said. “He will

get exactly the same treat-
ment as any oiher prisoner
here. And we plan towork
out a work prozram for him,
but we don’t know yet just
what that will involve.
“Actually he wili be better
off here than in Nashville,”
Flood added. “F='ll have
more opoortunity’ for recrea«
tion and exercise, because of
the smaller number of pris-
oners here. There's a big
difference between three
. thousapd iamates and-328:2—-; '

< yn Memphis, “Richard J.
Ryan, one of Ray’s attor-
neys, said: .

“If it will accord James
Earl Ray more freedom of
movement within the prison
population, my reaction is
one of approval. I have al-
ready discussed with James
Earl Ray the possibility of 2
transfer to Brushy Mountain

- and this is his reaction also.

“Certainly wat all times

. James Earl Ray will abide
by the prison rules and regu-
-lations pertaining to custo-
dial care of the inmates.”

Ray is serving 89 years for

the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu- . (

ther King Jr., at Memphis,
two years ago.

State Correction Departs
ment officials in Nashville’
said that the iransfer was
made in a department trans-
fer vehicle and that no un-

usual security precautions .

were made.
~ He was housed at Nash-
ville for about one year, dur-
jng which time he com-~
plained of his close confine-
. ment, the lack of a work and
recrention program, and
Jaunched a number of at-
- ternpts at getting a new trial.
He wwon a federal coart or-
der .giving him work to do in
" prison, butlater complained

io state officials that this -

work was not satisfactorily
carried out.

He was generally kept
.away from other prisoners
at the ctate penitentiary.
Prison officials said that his
isolation was aimed at pro-
tecting his own safety and
- life. - - ey

T At B
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Birushy Mountain Statec
prison became a maximum
security unit for the state
last September, and Flood
says that plans are being
formulated to set up some
kind of prison industry at the
facility.

At present, there is little
available - for the prisoners
except work in the laundry,
and work details in the din-
ing room, the prison library,

- and doing maintenance work
-around the prison.

Flood said that a shoe -
manufacturing industry is
being considered for the Pet-
ros facility.

U.S. District Court Judge
© William E. Miller ordered
the liberalized work pro-
eram for Ray after the pris-
oner complained bitterly
about his treatment. He said,
among other things, that his
treatment constituted cruel
and inhuman punishment.

Ray quit the program -
March 4 and sent a series of
blistering letters to state of-
ficials complaining of ha-
rassment.

Among his duties at the
prison were painting the cor-
ridors and helping serve oth-

, er prisoners food.

Ray complained of con-
stant interruptions <uring
his work. Prison officials
suid they could understand
the compiaining but thatno
otler prisoncrs were allowed
to be in she corridor when
Ray was there.

Ray was transferred (o
Nashville from Memphis
March ‘11, one day after he
pleaded guily to the King

REEHE) an.
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AIRTEL AM

‘TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

¥ROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987). P

MURKIN

Enclosed for information of the Bureau is newspaper
clipping reflecting transfer of JAMES EARL RAY from Tennessee

State Penitentiary to the Brushy Mountain Prison at Petros,
Tennessee. Petros, Tennessee, ie in the Knoxville Division,

&%:>BUREAU (Enc. 2)
KNOXVILLE (Enc. 1)(INFO)
1 MEMNPHIS

RGJ :BN
(4)
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. A
PSR 7. 112 Shlfted to Another Prissie™ |
‘ PETROS, Tenn. (AP)—Under cover of darkness and |
© with a heavy guard, James Earl Ray was transferred !
% ' yesterday from State Prison_in Nashville to Brushy Moun- |
* tain Prison, a maximum security facility. l
y Ray, serving 99 years for the slaymg of Dr. Martin - |
‘,' Luther King Jr., was lodged in a cell in Brushy Mountain ! . - .
.- ‘before the transfer was disclosed. Brushy Mountan is about . } - o
{200 miles east of Nashville. - : S
{ © “nay spent slightly more than a’year in the maximum |
. secunty sectlon of the N ashvﬂle prison, e '

The Washington Post
Times Herald i

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington) &= @s
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World i
Examiner (Washington)

MAR 26 1970
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Cwmbllng Ray Goesm

———

SLLDown

T"““Wof

|By LARRY DAUGHFEE ==
f""JT:mTES" Earl Ray, grumbling
” nt at the
Tennessee State Prison, has :
started a sit-down strike —
refusing to clean hallways,
serve food or paint walks.

The convicted killer of Dr.
Martin Luther King is still

1@;% daily | exmt

RAY ALSO has wriften a
b}istering letter to state offi- !
| cials, complaining about the

press, Neil, and his treatment .
in general, In the letter; he
threatened to return to federal
court to continue hig battle
%*séohtary confl’nemenf = | ¢

yesterday 'k
1
i

The work and J;{emmhnq
\ progTeswlor Ray was ordered !'

! hearing here. The plan called
. for Ray to pamt the interior
. of the maximum security
ibuilding, help serve food to

(—ack in- hlS cell fen ofuex
‘Wﬁs were being moved
in’ and out of the buxldmg,

Neil. salq _yesterday. “1 ¢an-
understand‘ how the interrup-,
d be, irritating to,

e cort 1d01“s

a;k;ee-._—m—v? worked sincg_Feb, {
.| 28, Warden W. S. Neli sala

by U.S. Dist. Judge William ,i
E. Miller after a January |

other prisoners and keep the ‘| isol&

corridor.glean, e
gM{{e complamed he {Feputes

~HEF=DID a lot of=painting |

before he quit. Our mainte- -

| nance "engineer tells me he
did 2 good job.”

! Ray’s nine-page letter, ap-
| parently written the Week
before he quit work, went to
Corrections Commlssmner
Lake Russell, Gov. Buford

"2 Mu?'ﬂ of the lplter_.was
"devoted to criticism of t%e
press, and particularly a press

tour of  the prison Feb. 6.
When reporters approached

his cell, Ray hid under a
, blanket. - '
“] TOLD Mr. Neil I did’

not want to see or talk with.
the press. It’s been

my opi-
nion,  this far, that ‘ﬁ%‘g‘

Iﬁﬁave to saF“"“‘mﬁ%T

, be said in court.
“] was then locked in "a
cell, the reporters were called |

'+ the

!

in, and while the -cameras i

| were grinding away in a zoo- |-

| like atmosphere Warden Neil :
xpounded on how long ‘he',

to keeg me m,

hout 20 mi‘r‘mres“uiﬂ
thls he warden’s sideshow
moved on. Then about 10
“hours later, while I was taking
the daily walk, I was again '

faken to a cell for a repeat

performance.
“THESE TYPE games have

i { been the rule since my arrlval

‘that he: vras] at an
every time -L- enter- or.

the, pmson < press

« is no longer in style, I assume

. kindness 'phi]osophy of doing

"and proceed: fo hold me in,

Sm:/(e RefugesI

| @ssumes, their ] Jumo .

poses, with me in tom €|
' the picture crew goes into
action,”

Ray also charged that
“distorted information” has
been given reporters by prison |
officials, but did not specify -
what information he meant.

“I personally have no objec- !

Ellington and the U.S. Senate |'tions, or a right to object, l
Jm&%ﬂy' Committee®™==== | {, the press doing what they

have a legal right to do. But
, let’s don’t try to fool anyone,
we all know what these,
managed news stories and’
sordid pictures and newsreels !
emanating from the prison are

calculated%@;eve ? Ray ’

said. §
]
I8

RAY POINTED out that he -
had removed his brother from .
the list of wvisitors he will"
receive because his brother
quoted him to the press.

“I thought you indicated at
héaring - before Judge
Miller that my isolation would
terminate after the post con-
viction hearing in Memphis,” |
Ray continued to Russell.

“However, if my case hasi

been turned over- to Warden'
Neil, and since head softening

he will apply his kill you with
everything for ‘my own good’

isolation thinking my. physical
or mental health .will become
so impaired that I might make
another -Pueblo type: statement
Ofmpanfing. some. other faj J

tale for the prosecuﬁ .
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“RAF=EAID he has i =
.der “fish bowl conditions” Tor
two ‘years and has had no
trouble with other prisoners.
“In coneluding, it’s my opin-
ion that, although I donm’t
rase=achigh on the prison
social ladder with came_offi--

anything, will be dsnc=abayl
Ray’s sit-down strike.
“I'm sorry he doesn’t like

‘—“;a“al_ﬁ"szr-k:nolésters and stool
" pigeons I should not be singled
out for any harsher confine-

ment unless a judge and jury

. recommend such.”’
“russEiinsaid no decision has

_been reached on_-what,

if ___d@}’@ elect him._”

the warden,” Russell said,
“but every prison has to
have one, and the prisoners

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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By LARRY DAUGHEREY s,
t:.TaTﬁés" Earl Ray, grumbling

Sigstehissstrentntent  at the
Tennessee State Prison, has !

started a sit-down :strike —-
refusing to clean hallways,

serve food or paint walks,

The convicted killer of Dr.’
Martin Luther King is still
tamuams dal]y cxe{cnc-—.,at

I

_e. 5T wotl\ed since_ Feb:
‘Warden 'W. S. l\eﬂ .sald
yesfexdav A

RAY ALSO has wutten ai
blistering letter to state offi- |
cials, complaining about the
press, Neil, and his treatment .
in general. In the letter, he
threateried to-return Lo fedelal ]
coiirt to . continue. his batile

agmist=litary conffighent:™
The work and gqglﬁa@_q%
peogramafor Ray was ordered | -
“by WS Dist, Judge William
E. Miiler after a January .
hearing here. The plan called

" for Ray: to pamt the - interior
of the maximum security.:

* corridor_clean,
‘Hc complamed he Gas~puts

PR

D1(,:\ in ‘ns cell e otaer
| *5Tseeels were being moved |
“in and out-of the building,”
Neil. said yeslerday. “I can
- understand how the interrup-:
tions” could he. irrvitating lo
' him, But the program we had
“sel up pmv.de that he was
not Sto “he in the corridors
¥ ol the==ct

S ul\v‘l

b

-were grinding away in a z00-;
.. like atmosphere Warden Neil
:;e\pounded on how long ‘he’”
- building, help serve food o '
. other prisoners and keep Lhe

oiAfter, about 20 mmuwb OB

ipe1f01 nmance.

‘been the rule since my arrival ;
‘at the prison: As an example,

“;ipside the . prison -grounds, I

- - @ssumes, their
TR wID a 1ot ofn wnflng, L ”

' betoxe he™ guit:: Our ‘mainte-

nance’ engineer tells - me he_' * action.”

"

juriior.~.G-men
poses, with -me|in tow, while”"
1 the picture crew goes mtoA

did ‘a good job.”’ | Ray also charged that,'
' lRay% nmJe-pa“e letter,'ap— “distorted mfo,'lmatlon” has
parently w’utten the week | been given reporters by prison :

before he-quit” work, went-to
Corrections Commissioner
Lake Russell, Gov. Buford
Ellington -and . the U.S. nate;
J"udi'c"'ry"' _Commlttee. =

: Muc"h“ of. :the l@”or Was-
devoted to. eriticism of the:
-press, and par ticularly a press

what 1nformat10n he meant.

1: “I personally have no objec-
tions, or a right to object,

have a legal right to' do. But

we all know . what
managed news stories and

officials, but did not specify’

to the press doing what they'

let’s don’t try/ to fool anyene;’
these .

‘lour of  the "prison Feb. 6. | sorgiq pictures and newsreels
When ‘reporters _approached ‘emanating fro'm the prison are
his cell, Ray h1d under a ' calculated...tal, nohleve,” Ray'
. blanket. - N ©said.

Ce1TOLD My Neil I didl gy POINTED out that he’

not want to-see or-talk with. |
lhe press. It’s been my :
n.-.this far,

! the list of | visitors he ' will:
that anythmv, receive because his brother’
quotcd him {o the press. R

I thought you indicated at’
the hO'umr hefore

1 “Trigii™ ~have 1o - -say Snuuuﬂ
be said in court.

“I was then locked in a
cell, the reporters were called -
in, and. while- the cameras‘’

. terminate a[tcr the post con-:
viction hcarmg in Memphis,”
* Ray contmued tojRussell. . }
' “However, if my case has:
i-been turned over to Warden'
- Neil, and since head softenmg,
is no longer in style, I assume:
he will apply his kill you with -
kindness phxlosophy of doing
; everything for ‘my own good’:
and proceed to hold me:in
isolation thinking my physical.
or mental health .will. become
50 impairg ¢d that I might make
anothm Pueblo type statement

n,ng to keep me m

thxa the warden’s sideshow
"moved on. Then about 10°,
i hours later, while I was taking
ithe daily walI\ I was again
!taken to a ccll for a repeat

“THESE TYPE games have f
f
‘every time I enter or Ieavcl
the prison the press is let !

- atil tHeh"chainéd “up, ‘OTfIC1aLs 3
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‘el%AY SAID he has Jived un-,
der “fish bowl conditions” for
two years and has had mo

trouble with other r.risoners.
“In concluding, it’s my opin- ‘
on that, although I don’t p

rate .ac high on the prison AN _ “_“_*_/f\

social ladder With:_§_oirle offi-

“cials a5 molesters and stool
" pigeons I should not be singled

out for any harsher confine-,

ment unless a judge and jury
recommend such.”

. “Bussuii said no decision has
been .reached on what, if

.

anything, will be dSnc—ahoyt
Ray’s sit-down strike.

“I'm sorry he doesn’t like
the warden,” Russell said,
“but every prison has to
have one, and the prisoners
don’t elect him.” s

——m
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Lawyers May

"E,eave Case

A smouldering rift - between
‘he three lawyers representing
James Earl Ray could result,
possibly today, In at least one
of the attorneys no longer being| - ;
connected with the case, THE — Page 28
BANNER learned today.

J. B. Stoner, a lavgyer of
Savannah, Ga., reportedly was i
slated to visit late today withe Nashville
the convicted slayer to discuss| Banner
the case and a possible change’
;ln}mthe attorneys representing: Nashville , Tenn.

Ray, vserving a . 99- -year - sci-]
tence in the 1968 sniper-death
of Dr. Martin Luther King, has,
been represented during the past
i0 -months by Stoner, Rxchaxd’
J. Ryan of Memphis and Robert
W. Hill Jr. of Chattanooga.

N IL was learned, however, that
both Ryan and Stoner have
discussed withdrawing from
[urther participation in the case
unless Hill is no longer con-
nected with the defense.

Although Ryan declined to
.comment.on the reported “split”
iin the ‘defense team, a’ source pate:  2/10/70
close to the case. stated that: Edition:

it was one of the major topxcs

to be covered during the megt-; Author:

ing between Stoner and Ray. = . eaiorAlvand C.

Stoner could not be reached _ tie:  Dunkleberger
for comment. Ryan, located at
his Memphis law office, said he
was aware that Stoner vi/)as , :
slated to talk with Ray,- but Character: / -
the attorney would not discuss : o //V/ 7057
any partlculars surloundmg the
'meeting. -

Ray, belo“e being represented ) Submitting Office:

*by Stoner, Ryan and Hill, had

seen reuresented by Houston [[] Being Investigated

lawyer Percy Foreman, who g

was  fired alter Ray pleaded

guilty in Shelby County Criminal

Court to the death of the civil

rights leader. He previously had

been represented by Arthur J:

Hanes Sr. and his son, both

of Birmingham, but they also

were discharged by the prisoner,

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

THAT THE

A
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TRIAL WILL BE SCHEDULED.
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WHICH WILL BE
TO HAVE A NEW

TENN ,--THE TENNESSEE SUPREME COURT WILL ANNOUNCE HERE ’
TOMORROW MORNING A°DECISION ON WHETHER JAMES EARL RAY WILL BE GRANTE

A NEV TRIAL IN THE SLAYING OF DR -
COURT CLERK JOHN
ANNOUNCED AT 9 A
TRIAL AND WHEN T

[



.
7

A 019 (Rev. 11-369)

KAz

o

@& WM

o )W .
P Vs,

ol
WLodch :

alters e
Mohr A E.;,

[\NASHVILLE Tenn., Dec: 29]
: Py—A federal Judge ordered

Tennessée « ‘State”. Prison offi-
| cials. today' to“provide -a “job
4 and more: exérecise’ to' James
Earl Ray, who says he prefers|
the threat of death at' the
hands of fellow inmates to re-
maining im- sohtary eonfme-
ment, -,

U.S. District Judge W1111am
E. Miller's order could result;
in Ray, the killer of the Rev.
Dr. Martin. Luther Xing Jr.,
becoming .a parttime food
server and janitor in the pris-
jon’s maximum s&E ‘—-—-r{?ﬁsec-
tlon ;

- Miller- ordered the state to
submlt by.Jan. 12 a plan incor-
porating ‘“recreation,” - work
'and exercise” for Ray,-who
had sought: an injunction
against continued maximum
security confinement. He. con-
tends it is-impairing his health
and violating his rights.

The ‘state said Ray, who was
sentenced to 99 years in Dr.
' [King’s slaying, is being kept in
a 6foot-by-9foot cell for his
own protection. —J
o= BRI — ] .

US. J udge Orders Tenn. Prison
To Give Ra lay a J ob and Exerczse

3 “Enforced idleness can be
| eriiSTpunshment,” MiTer-8aid | -
1in* handing down his order,| -
[“particularly when. it is only
.{to" protect him from bodily
tharm.” -

i

|tive a suggestion by. Warden,
: W. S. Neil that Ray be allowed

{maximum security. prisoners

{

Miller described as construc-

'to help 'serve food to other

while they were locked up,.
and ‘help janitors with clean-
ing aip. Miller reserved final
judgment, -however, until he

Teceives the written plan.
L ) B
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The Washington Posf .
Times Herald A-7

The Washington Daily News
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)
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Date -




United Press International

James Earl Ray, handcuffed and closely guarded, enters federal court for hearing.
P
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Dismissed |

ByMcRae |

g 'F_e.déral_"_] udge Robert M |
iMcRae Jr: today dismissed-a ;
“suit_filed on behalf of James ,

“Farl Ray seekinga banon |

publicdtion of .certain infor- l

mation regarding:the case.
. ‘McRae made the: dismissal
with prejudice-saying, !
‘“There is not enough- proof |
to go forward in this mat- l
ter.” ) ‘ 3
J. B. Stoner, Ray’s attor- l
ney, said the decision would |
probably be appealed. . .. |
Ray, in a deposition read |
in court today, said his two |
former  attorneys, Percy"
Foreman of Houston and Ar= |
thur J. Hanes of Birmiing;-
ham, Ala.; conspired. along |
fwith' author William: Bradford
"Huie 10 fuithér their own fi-.
'nancial*interests in handling
!:hiéﬁ defense. : T
I Ray; . ‘serving . a - 99-year
.sentencé ‘for- the admitted
1 slaying .0f Dr. Martin Luther
'King Jr. in Memphis, gave
‘the deposition in the Tennes-
*see prison.at Nashville.
"Ray’s ‘present atorneys,
-Stonér ‘of Savannah, -Ga.,
and’ Richard J. Ryan of Mem-
phis; said ‘their‘client eritered
into -contracts with Hanes.and

Huie and later with Foreman .
through which 'he would fur-.

nish information to Huie for
publication . in magazine- arti-
cles, books and movies.. -

- “We contend ihat-in ‘avcx‘iii‘liﬁ'.

‘nal . case 'in .casé-in-.which-a
‘man has_been, charged with
‘murder . . . even though no
one has been .electrocuted  in
‘Tennessee for several years:..:
‘. on their face, these contracts
jeopardizéd the criminal de-

Jfense for the plaintiff (Ray),” "
said Stoner. “The only reason
.‘Ray signed the contracts was, -

SReEeing {0 artidles pobe

Ray's Suif

.(Mount‘clipping in Space

lished by Hanes, Huie and
_Foreman in an April 15, 1969 |-
.issue .of Look Magazing,
. Stoner: said, “We think -ttie

articles show very clearly '
that the defendants, (Fore- '
man, Hanes and Huie) were

elwagsomore. intergsted—im |

. fibters activities=amiin
. making money through these
‘activities. than in‘represent- ;
-ing’ the plaintiff in his crimi- ' .
«nal.case ... . an obvious con- ;.
* flict of interests.” . '
"Ray '‘was imprisoned in'
.London when he signed the ;
first-of a'series of contracts . -
and agreements, Stoner said. i
»Others .were signed while'he .,
‘ was locked in the maximum _
" security " section of the Shel- - L
by. Countg=Jeil=Stoner said.! ’

¢, “Theése. are involuntary.
contracts, /since he . was
.Jocked sup, at ‘thé-‘mercy of
| his attorneys,” he.added.

\ - iJohn ~J.. Hooker- Sr. of = i

' Nashville, representing , » .
!+ Foreman and Huie, said 'he ' '

! has Had s‘considerable diffi- .

}culty in ' trying to decide:

| ' what this suit is about. -

" «Mr, Ray first charges’

\ that his civil rights in some

{

I

way were violated,” Hooker,
! continued. ““As I read thel,
statutes, any conspiracy to ' ‘ .
| violates o m e on e ’stights, .

" must involve force, intimida-

tion or threat. But there is
not ‘one_lin€ in Mr. Ray’s:
. statement to suggest that.
| anybody threatened, attempt-:
' ‘ed to intimidate or apply
! pressure to Ray.” '

!, iiovket sald ‘Raywokthe

e =
i dnitiative in seekipg repre-
! sentation by Hanes and that
“Huie was in it because he is!
.a widely published -writer,

who wanted to discover. the.
_truth about the murder of:
. 'Dr. King. Foreman was in|
the case at the.request of
Beyrother.” T

l

that they were imposed on him
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RAY’S NEW ATTORNEYS :
J. B. Stoner of Savanzak, ©a, left, and Richard J.

' Ryan of Memphis presented the case of James Earl Ray

today. Although not present, Ray testified through a dep-
osition-idken at the Tennessee State Prison at Nashwille,
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anflarl | Bt STRATEGY TALKS
Pausing briefly before entering a hearing on a suit filed in behalf of James Earl Ray
in Féd:ral gourt today were, fron; left, Percy Foreman of Houston, Arthur J. Hanes
Sr. and Arthur Hanes Jr, of Birmingha 1. Ala_and William Bradford H“ie’ﬁ%ﬁ fof
H%REﬁTMa. | sichiee —Prless-SclmItur Staff Photos by James R.Re
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Dismissal RUied
' In Suit By Ray

By ROBERT KELLETT |

A federa] court suit seeking
to void a series of contracts
between James Earl Ray and
his former attorneys and to
forbid publication of certain
information in connection with
the slaying of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King was dismissed yes-
terday.

United States Dist. Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr., acting
on a motion from attorneys

for- the defendants, told Ray’s
‘urrent attorneys: “I do not
see that this proof would ever

ripen into that proof of fraud| :

ithat would cause this court to
'void thesa. contracts.”

Ray, the convicted slayer of| * -

Dr. King, did not appear in
court, but said in a 118-page
deposition that he had been
pressured into signing the con-
tracts which pledged revenues
from writings by Alabama
author William Bradford Huie
first to attorney Arthur Hanes
.and later to attorney Percy
‘Foreman. - .

Attorneys Richard J. Ryan
of Memphis and J. B, Stoner
of Savannah, Ga., represent-]’
ing Ray, said that the actions.
of the attorneys contributed
.conflicts of " interest- and the
contracts which they received
from Ray were involuntery.
© John J. Hooker, Nashville at-
torney representing Mr. Fore-
man and Mr..F- "=, argued that
no evidence ‘had been present-
ed that Ray was pressured to
'sign the.contracts - and -made
reference to more than 20,000
words which he wrote in long
‘hand, and sent. to Mr. Huie_ to
i'assistf;in‘ preparing magazine

aFticlés and a;book.” -, '+

J\‘/h' anker ‘asked the court
to “let him (Ray) explain how
. |with all these writings in his
8 |own handwriting he can claim
he was overreached.” -.

Arthur Hanes Jr., who rep-|’
resented his. father,. sought to
emphasize that his father had
done everything possible to
properly trepresent Ray before-
he was dismissed two days be-
‘fore a trial was scheduled Nov.| .
112, 1968. o ‘

Ray’s * deposition included
two direct denials that he
killed Dr, King,

“ Mr. Hooker, questioning Ray
in Nashville, asked: “Did you
or not, on April 4, 1968, fire a|
_shot that fatally wounded and

‘killed Dr. Martin Luther
‘King?”? e

- “No, sir,” was ‘the repl
'from Ray. o Y

._In his next question: Mr.
Hooker asked: ““You deny that
you fired any such shot into
. Ithe head or some part of the
‘body of Dr. Martin Luther
King on that particular date o
any other date?” C
“Yes, sir, that’s correct,”

was the second answer. . S

Mr. Stoner indicated that:
Judge McRde’s decision will,
will

probably: be appedled:

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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e James EFarl Ray will re-
ceive a federal court hear-
ing in Nashville, Dec. 29-on .

‘his complaint about the
conditions of his. confine-
ment at the Tennessee state

pemtentlary, where he is'('
servmg 99 years: for the murs
' der of%the Rev Dr. Martl

- Luther King Jr. Jr.
- Tran“W“l'd Alrhnes be-

p/?‘é,

W Poer "0

C. 1. MC GOWAN

SUPERVISOR
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(RAY)

NASHVILLE, TENN,--A DEPOSITION WAS BEING TAKEN SATURDAY FROM
CONVICTED ASSASSIN JAMES EARL RAY IN CONNECTION WITH A FEDERAL COURT
SUIT HE FILED AGAINST TWO FORMER ATTORNEYS AND AN ALABAMA AUTHOR.

JOHN J, HOOKER SR,, A NASHVILLE ATTORNEY, SAID TEXAS ATTORNEY
PERCY FOREMAN, WHO IS’NAMED IN THE SUIT, WA PRESENT WHILE THE
DEPOSITION WA§ TAKEN FROM RAY,

HOOKER IS PERCY'S ATTORNEY IN THE PROCEEDINGS BROUGHT BY THE b
CONVICTED SLAYER OF THE REV, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

ALSO NAMED IN THE SUIT ARE WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, ANALABAMA
AUTHOR, AND ATTORNEY AARTHUR J, HANES SR. OF BIRMINGHAM, RAY'S FIRST
ATTORNEY AFTER HE WAS ARRESTED IN THE KING SLAVING.

RAY IS SEEKING TO VOID CONTRACTS WITH THE MEN CONCERNING RIGHTS
TO HIS STORY WHICH WAS WRITTEN BY HUIE AND PUBLISHED IN A NATIONAL

MAGAZINE ,
' ‘ 11/22--EH503 PES
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Supreme Court womn'i==
review contempt case

WASHINGTON

The U. S. Supreme Court has
refused to review the case of
two Memphis, Tenn., news-
papermen who were cited for
contempt for their pre-trial re-
porting in the case of James
Earl Ray.

Charges against the two,
Charles Edmundson, Memphis
Commercial-Appeal and Roy
Hamilton, Press Secimitar, had
been dismissed when Memphis
Criminal Court Judge Arthur
C. Faquin, Jr., said he did not
have the power to impose sen-
tences without retrying them.
Judge Faquin had taken over
for the late Judge W. Preston
Battle, who had brought the
charges against the two re-
porters and others. Judge Battle
died shortly after sentencing
Ray for the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King.

Although the reporters had
been found guilty of contempt,
nd penaity was assessed——

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER
October 25, 1969
Page 41
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| @Tsks Coart
-+ For New Full Trial} -

. JACKSON, Tenn., Oct. 6. —|
'(AP) — James Earl Ray peti-|
tioned the Tennessee Supreme|
'iCourt Monday to .grant him a|

~ifull trial on charges he assassi-

' ,nated Dr. Martin Luther King/

- Jr. ; d‘*’““-\.'ﬂ:;\ i
'! Ray’s three lawyers fileda|
petition  with the court clerk
lhere, seeking to overturn a de-
‘cision handed down by Crimi-
inal Court Judge Arthur C. Fa-|.

‘quin ‘of Memphis: who denied

the original new-trial motion. |

'The State Court of Criminal

|Appeals later upheld Faquin’s

decision.

Ray, who pleaded guilty last'
March 10 to the sniper slaying,
of King, is setving a 99-year
sentence in.-Lennessee Statel
Prison at Nashville. . '

The motion asks that the Su-‘{
{preme Court grant a petition; .
for certiorari — that is, that
the court reveiw Faquin’s de-!
cision and order a new trial for, -
Ray. R v
The motion is based on the]
fact that Criminal Court Judge
W. Preston Battle of Memphis

died a short time.after accept-

‘ing Ray’s plea. and pronounc-

ling sentence. Tennessee law

iprovides that any new-trial

!motion pending before a judgef‘

‘I.who dies must be granted.

But Faquin ruled on May 26, s
'that that law was not applica-* .
ble to, the Ray ‘case because’
.|Ray, by pleading guilty; irre-
vocably waived:”in :advance
' gmgl_nghgof _a‘p_'pgsal‘ oxsiamnaw |
ftrial.e 5 o T
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Ray Asks Court
For New Full Trial

JACKSON, Tenn., Oct.6.—| -
(AP) — James Earl Ray peti-
tioned the Tennessee Supreme
Court Monday to grant hima

full trial on charges he assassi- .

‘nated Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. R

, Ray’s three lawyers filed a
ipetition with the court clerk
here, seeking to overturn a de-
cision handed down by Crimi-
nal Court Judge Arthur C. Fa-
.quin of Memphis who denied|
the original new-trial motion.
The State Court of Criminal
Appeals later upheld Faquin’s
decision.

Ray, who pleaded guilty last
March 10 to the sniper slaying
of King, is serving a 99-year
sentence in_ Tennessee State
Prison at Nashville. .

The motion asks that the Su-
preme Court grant a petition
for certiorari — that is, that
the court reveiw Faquin’s de-
cision and order a new trial for
Ray. : .

The motion is based on the,
fact that Criminal Court Judge
W. Preston Battle of Memphis
died a short time after accept-
ing Ray’s plea and pronounc-
ing sentence. Tennessee law
provides that any new-irial
motion pending before a judge
who dies must be granted.

But Faquin ruled on May 26 ,
that that law was not appiica-’
ble to the Ray case because
Ray, by pleading guilty, irre-
vocably waived. in advance
any right of appeal ex-oi-amow |
trial, .~ - : "

t
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December Daie
Set For Hearing .

Ray’s Complaint
. A United States court hear-
ing has been-set for Dec. 1 on
.James Earl Ray’s complaint
"that two of his former-attor-|
neys and an author conspired|
to capitalize” financially in the
case of Ray, convicted slayer
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. .
£ United - States Dist. Judge|
Robert M. McRae-Jr. yester-
day set the date after confer-
ring in bis chambers for an
hour and a half with attorneys
for the plaintiff. and the de-
fendants. - :

The judge said he would not
order Ray to appear at the
hearing. '

Ray is serving a 99-year sen-,
tence in the state prison in
Nashville for the sniper assas-
sination of Dr. King here April
4, 1968. "

The defendants in the suit
are former Ray attorneys Ar-
thur Hanes Sr. of Birmingham
and Percy Foreman of Hous-
ton and author William Brad-
ford Huie of Hartselle, Ala.

" Arthur Hanes Jr. is.repre-
‘senting his father in the suit. |
John Hooker Sr. of Nashville is/
representing Mr, Foreman and
Mr. Huie. Attorneys Robert W.
Hill of Chattanooga and Rich-
ard J. Ryan of Memphisare
representing Ray. ‘ .

“1t was just a matter'(')f‘
groundwork,” "Mr. Hanes sa_1d
after the closed-door, pretrial
conference. ]

«ie haven't reéally: gotten)
into the merits of the lawsuit,”|
Judge McRae said. . .° e |
"“The ‘suit 'seeks to preventj

licatic fticles oribooks

TiresaitTalso ask§ that con-|
tracts Ray signed with the at-
torheys -and author to divide
publication profits be nullified.
Ray charged in the suit that he
was pressured to plead guilty
to the King murder — an alle-
gation denied by the defend-,
ants. ! ; : '

The judge, who said Ray’s
testimony would be taken by
deposition, set Nov. 14 as the
deadline for attorneys’ compil-
ingprotrial evidenger====

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

. \ 1 p)
Rl =

Mr, Felt .

Mr.- Tavel.__
Mr. Trotter _.__._
Tele. Room.
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

Mr. Del.cach....

v

Mr. Conrad_...__ |

Mr. Galp___ 2
- Mr. 3
Mr. Sullivan..___

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

__pace / §

___ MEMPHIS, TENN.

Date: /zy;/é 7

Edition:
Author:
Editor: GORION I ANNA

Title:

Character: W/qg;
© or
Classiftcation:
Submitting Office: i 1 A PH

D Being Investigated

COMMERCIAL APFEAL



Fr 350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

December Duie” ‘i
Set For Hearing
Ray’s Complaint

_ A United States court hear-
ing has ibeen-set for Dec. 1 on
James Earl Ray’s complaint
that two of his former attor-
neys and an author conspired
to capitalize financially in the
case of Ray, convicted slayer
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. .
.~ United States Dist. Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr. yester-
day set the date after confer-
ring in his chambers for an
hour and a half with attorneys
for the plaintiff and the de-
fendants.

The judge said he would not
order Ray to appear at the
hearing.

Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
tence in the stite prison in
Naghville for the sniper assas-
sination of Dr. King here April
4, 1963. o= |

The defendants in the suiti
are former Ray attorneys Ar-
thur Hanes Sr. of Birmingham
and Percy Foreman of Hous-
ton and author William Brad-
ford Huie of Hartselle, Ala.

Arthur Hanes Jr. is.repre-
senting his father in the suit.
John Hooker Sr. of Nashville is
representing Mr. Foreman and
Mr. Huie. Attorneys Robert W.
il of Chattanooga and Rich-
ard J. Ryan of Memphis are
representing Ray. :

“It was just a matter -of
groundwork,” Mr. Hanes said

ziter the closed-door, pretrial

conference.
«“we haven't really gotten

into the merits of the lawsuit,”t

Judee McRae said.

The suit seeks to prevent|

publication of articles or books
about the case by any of the

taree detendants.” & >,

The suit-also asks that con-
tracts Ray signed with the at-
torneys and author to divide
ppublication profits be nullified.
Ray charged in the suit that he
was pressured to plead guilty
to the King murder — an alle-

- gation denied by the defend-

ants.

The judge, who said Ray’s
testimony would be taken by
deposition, set Nov." 14 as the
deadline for attorneys’ compil-
ing pretrigl evidenee. ===
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Ray Bars Kin
. NASHVILLE, Tenn.
armes Earl Ray, serving §
rears for the slaying of mhe
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
ng Jr., has told state pris-7
on’ off1c1als he wants mno |
more visits from his broth-.
er, Jerry Ray of Chicago.
{\ Ray's lawyer, Robert \W.
Hill of Chattanooga, sald
| the prisoner’s. actipn stems’
from a - statement Hill said
{the brother gave St. Louis
newsmen, In the statement,
iHﬂl said, Jerry Ray quoted
his brother as saying he was
orking for the federal »g
drnment when . King
1 dlain in 1968 and bla e
he death on “two fed&al
agencies.”

S

N
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Poor Sales Of F1rst Work\

: . " " On Ray May Daunt Others

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

f The bonanza dreams of five writers who planned books on I
T ames- Earl Ray, -confessed slayer of Dr. Martin Luther Klng

‘ E Jr., are fadmg in.light of a reported sllght sale of the first.
. . volume to appear. '

,  Charles’ Holmes, who acted as.public relatlons adviser for ;
Sheriff ‘William N. Morris- durmg Ray’s imprisonment and) .

_trial, sa,ld last mght that so few copies of the fllﬁdﬁ Ve,
K beenv purchased that the publ- E==rrrmme———
_ishers . are. reported. to have! James D. Squires; a reporter
“called it off the bookstands. ' ifor the Nashville Tennessean,
. Clay Blalr, once editor of the'was scheduled to have had a
. : . late ' Saturday Evening Post, book out only two weeks later
" had his “The Strange Case of than the Blair book. But the
;James Earl Ray” on the book-ipresses will never roll for that|
5 ' stands a week after Ray plead- .one. Mr. Squires, however,
;ed guilty here March 10. An wrote the book and collected a
. “instant_book,” it was nearly*hberal advance===—>
o 3lltprewr1tten before the ver-! George E. McMillan of At-;
vdict was in. Only a few pages swr\ i
i had 'to be tossed off and Jﬁsegrt-l lanta. was™ commissioned by;*
ed on the aftérnoon Ray was Little, Brown & Co. to'write;
‘Portrait of an Assassin.” Itisi

allowed to plead guilty. | |still expected to be published. !

What was meant to be only aj| ‘Gerold Frank author of

- first run of 300,000 copies of||*The Boston Strangler” and

. the paperback turned out to be| |other best’ sellers, several of.
~the only run.’ ‘which have been made into' -

William B. Huie, who paid movies, never meant for his

. $35,000 for Ray’s handwritten|{|book, to be published by Dou-

 version of part of what hap-||bleday, to appear until 1971.;

, pened, was supposed to have||He thinks his book, designed to!

* had his “He Slew the Dream-||go into Ray’s mental processes'
.. er’” in the bookstores in both|land the social conditions in-+ -
,Ypapetback and hard cover in||fluencing him, will hdve aj
.+ May. He told The Commercial || more basic appeal than some,|

{Appeal yesterday the book||of the others. His reported ad-
1w1ll now appear only in hard|(vance was $100 000. {
‘cover and not until January.
,' Ray has filed a suit, await-} -
..ing trial in United States Dis-|
“"trict Court at Memphis, charg-|
~ing that Mr. Huie conspired| - o : .
‘with Ray’s first two attorneys,| . o T

‘Arthur Hanes of Birmingham| . "< . -

and Percy Foreman of Hous-| -
ton to capitalize on commer-!
icial aspects of the world fa-
* ‘ymous case, ‘
. '|_The change of plans for Mr.
: ’Hules book is believed to be
Ipartly due to the poor showing! , '
(of the Blair book and pattly A
to questions raised in- Rays -
suit ; ,——,____%__—ﬂ o J
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" version of part of what hap-

- had his “He Slew the Dream-

“will now appear only in hard

‘with Ray’s first two attorneys,
. Arthur Hanes of Birmingham

" ton to capitalize on commer-

Poct Sales Of First Work “~ " |
. OnRayMay Daunt OahefS'

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON

The bonanza dreams of five writers who planned books on

James Earl Ray, confessed stayer of Dr. Martin Luther Ixmg
Jr., are fading 'in light of a reported slight sale of the fust

volume to appear.

Charles Holmes, who acted as pubhc relations adviser for”

Sheriff Williamm N. Morris during Ray's imprisonment and-

irial, said last night that so few copies of the flrst book have,

been ‘purchased that the publ- ¥
ishers are reported to have
‘called it off the bookstands.

for the Nashville Tennessean,
. Clay Blair, ence editor of the|was scheduled to have had a
late Saturday Evening Post,book out only two weeks later
had his “The Strange Case of, than the Blair book. But the
:James Earl Ray” on the book- presses will never roll for that’
stands a week after Ray plead- one.
ed guilty here March 10. An wrote the book and collected

James D.° Squ\res a reporter.

Mr. Squires, however, |

“instant book,” it was nearly liberal advance:™ === v

"all prewritten beiore the ver-|
+dict was in. Only 2 few pages,
*had to be tossed off and insert-
ed on the afternoon Ray was
allowed to plead guilty.

What was meant %0 be only a
first run of 300,000 copies of
the paperback turned ou’c to be
_the only run. .

Willian: B. Huie, who paid
. $35,000 for Ray's handwritten

-pened, was supposed to have

er” in the bookstores in both
paperback and hard cover in
'May. He told The Coramercial
Appeal yesterday the book

cover and not until January.
Ray has filed a suit, await-

_ing trial in United States Dis-|
trict Court at Memphis, charg-

ing that Mr. Huie conspired

and Percy Foreman of House

cial aspects of the world fa-

Mous case.
The change of plans for Mr

- fuie's hoak {8 balioved to be-

partly due to the poor showing
of the Blair book and partly,

"o questions raised in Rays
‘suit.

P
.

George E. McMillan of At-

Janta. wad" commxssloned by
Littte, Brown & Co. to write
“Portraxtvof an Assassin.” It is
still expected to be published.

" Gerold Frank author of
“The Boston Strangler” and
other best- sellers, several of
which have been made into
movies, never meant for his
hook, to be published by Dou-,
bieday, to appear until 1971.
He thinks his book, designed to
go into Ray’s mental processcs

v,
.,

and the social conditions in- -

fluencing him, will have a-
more basic appeal than some
of the others. His reported ad-.

vance was $100,000. ¥ === ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city ‘and stais,}

RN

" PAGR //

COMMERCTAL 4 ?r-mu

MEMPHIS, h%.

. v
¢ .. (-

ne y

53

we e b

S~ .
’ Al
Date: g-- /)~ (2,7
Edluon' .
Aulhor'

Editob:, Gomq’v HANNA

Titles

Character:

or
Classification: -
Submitting Qﬂ‘lcts

. MEMPHIS

[ Being investigated




(Mount Clipping in Space Bel

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

dicate page, name of

newspaper, city and state.)

Date:




0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68)

f, m«‘# [ }é%&wgfww %

King Assassination
Motel Sued Over
Memorial Debt }*

writ of attachment was issued

Jr. was shot to death.

sued the writ on the Lorraine
Motel to satisfy a $1,421 debt in

the slain civil rights leader.
PPG Industries, Ind., formerly
known as Pittsburgh Plate

motel owner Walter Bailey. The
company said it contracted with
Bailey- to enclose with glass the
balcony on which King was
standing when shot. ’

The company asked for ade-
cree to settle the debt and that if

ayment is not made, the motel
{be gnld.tmsAat{sfy the %
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connection with a memorial to|
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l Ray Is Refm
Review of Denial

Of a New Trial

KNOXVILLE, Tenn,, July 15
~(AP)—The Tennessee Court of
Criminal Appeals refused to-
day to review denial by a|
Memphis judge of a new mur-
der trial for James Earl Ray
lon the slaying of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
, Presiding Judge Mark A.|
~Walker of Covington an-
hounced the court’s decision
‘after it had deliberated the
matter less than four hours.
Defense Attorney J. B. Stoner
iof Savannah, Ga., said the
ruling will be appealed to the
State Supreme Court.

Ray pleaded guilty in Mem-
phis March- 10 to the slaying
last year of Dr. King, and was
sentenced by Criminal Court}
Judge W. Preston Battle to 99
years in state prison. In seek-|
ing a new trial, Ray claimed
he was pressured by his for-
mer lawyer, Percy Foreman
of Houston, Tex., into entering
the guilty plea. Foreman de-
nied the charge. G
VHed et s ==
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UPI-158

(RAY)
KNOXVILLE
EARL RAY ANO

THE WRITE WOULD B

TRIAL AND APPEALING
WHICH RAY PLEADED GUILTY LAST MARCH,
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TENN ,~-THE STATE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS DEALT JAMES{
HER SETBACK TODAY IN KIS FIGHT FOR A NEW TRIAL BY
REFUSING TO ASSUME JURISDICTION IN RAY'S CASE.

ATTORNEYS FOR RAY
MARTIN LUTHER KING J

WHO WANTS A NEW TRIAL IN THE SLAYING OF DR.

ﬁ., INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD NEXT ASK THE
COURT TO HEAR THE APPEAL ON A WRITE OF CERTIORARI, THE
SAME TYPE PETITION FILED IN THE CRIMINAL APPEALS COURT.
E A POSSIBLE FIRST STEP IN MOVING FOR A NEW :
THE VERDICT OF A MEMPHIS CRIMINAL COURT IN
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