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I RAY LOSES PLEA

FOR NEW TRIAL
IN KING KILLING

MEMPHIS, Tenn.. (AP)—
James Earl Ray, admitted
assassin of Dr. Martin Luth-
er King Jr., was denied a
new trial today.

Judge Arthur C. Faquin
Jr. held that the evidence
showed Ray had voluntarily
and in good faith entered a
guilty plea to the slaying.
Under . Tennessee law, the
judge held, such a plea pre-
cludes a motion for a new
trial, for post-conviction
remedies or an appeal.
_Faquin, who succeeded
the late Judge W. Preston
Battle in the case, further
held that Ray waived all
rights to file a motion for a
new trial or for an appeal.
He ordered Ray returned to
the state penitentiary at
Nashville to continue serv-

ing hise$syeas term.
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" BY JAMES M, EVANS -

MEMPHIS, TENN, (UPI)--JAMES EARL RAY GOES BACK INTO COURT
MONDAY IN ﬁOES OF RADICATING THE RED INK IN WHICH HE SIGNED AWAY
HIS RIGHTS TO DRAW A 99-YEAR PRISON SENTENCE FOR THE . ASSASSINATION OF
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, : ‘

RAY SIGNED WAIVERS TO HIS RIGHTS OF APPEAL, NOT ONLY TO HIGHER
STATE COURTS BUT THE U, S, SUPREME COURT WHEN HE PLEADED GUILTY
ON MARCH 30 TO THE ARPfL 4, 1968, SLAYING OF THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
WINNER, COURT RECORDS SHOW, . : .

BUT A QUIRK OF FATE--THE DEATH BY HEART SEIZURE OF JUDGE We
PRESTON BATTLE--MAY PUT RAY BACK INTO COURT TO FIGHT ANEW MURDER
CHARGES IN THE DEATH OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER THAT HAS ALREADY
CARRIED RAY FROM LONDON TO MEMPHIS AND TO THE COLD GREY WALLS OF
THE STAE PRISON AT NASHVILLE, : .

CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE ARTHUR C, FAQUIN JR, WHO INHERITED THE
RAY CASE AFTER BATTLE'S DEATH ON MARCH 31, WILL BE TOLD THAT HOUSTON
ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN.®PRESSURED" RAY INto PLEADING GUILTY,

- - .
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




VHE PRISONER'S THREE NEW ATTORNEYS--ROBERT W. HILL JR. OF
| CHATTANOOGA, J. B, STONER OF SAVANNAH, GA., AND RICHARD J. RYAN
| OF MEMPHIS--WILL ARGUE THAT FOREMAN ARD THE PREVIOUS LAWYER ON THE
| egremEn e Ay MR R T B SR e

: MAGAZINES, BOOKS AND MOTION PICTURE:

TR DL SN, B crter comt qurr i wasims
D A U, S. DISTRICT COURT SUIT IN NASHVILLE

ASKING THAT CONTRACTS BETWEEN KIMSELF AND HUIE--ARRANGED BY HANES

AND THEN SWITCHED TO FOREMAN--BE VOIDED., A HEARING ON THAT MATTER

IS SCHEDULED TUESDAY. »

THE LATEST TWIST WAS COMPLICATED BY THE DEATH OF BATTLE, WHO

SUFFERED A HEART SEIZURE AT HIS DESK THE DAY HE RETURNED FROM A VACATION
FOLLOWING APPARENT SETTLEMENT OF THE CASE.
" AFTER ENTERING HIS GUILTY PLEA, RAY WAS SPIRITED FROM THE SHELBY
COUNTY JAIL HERE EARLY MARCH 11 AND TRANSPORTED BY AUTOMOBILE CARAVAN
TO THE STATE. PRISON.IN NASHVILLE.

TWO DAYS LATER, ON MARCH 13, HE WROTE BATTLE STATING THAT HE HAD

. §i§E€DF0REMAN AND’ INTENDED TO CHALLENGE THE PROCEDURE BY WHICH HE WAS
ON TARCH 26, HE WROTE . BATTLE AGAIN, THIS TIME ASKING FOR A NEW

IAL,
DIE%OTH LETTERS WERE AMONG BATTLE'S EFFECTS IN HIS OFFICE WHEN HE
FAQUIN MUST FIRST DECIDE WHETHER RAY'S WAIVER IS VALID, IF IT IS
THE HEARING WOULD END THERE, IF NOT, HE MUST DETERMINE WHETHER RAY'
LAST LETTER TO BATTLE CONSTITUTES A NEW TRIAL MOTION,

IF IT DOES, THEN RAY WOULD SEEM ASSURED OF A NEW TRIAL UNDER A
TENNESSEE LAW WHICH AUTOMATICALLY GRANTS MOTIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION
BY A JUDGE WHO DIES OR IS DECLARED INSANE, :

A NUMBER OF LEGAL AUTHORITIES.IN THE STATE SAID THIS LAW WOULD
APPLY IN THE.RAY CASE. BUT THE STATE, REPRESENTED BY DISTRICT ATTY.
GEN, PHIL CANALE, SAID IT COULD NOT,

. CANALE, IN ANSWERING PETITIONS FILED BY RAY'S ATTORNEYS, SAID THE
TENNESSEE "SUPREME COURT HAS CONSISTENTLY HELD THAT FAULTS 0R MISTAKES
MADE BY DEFENSE ATTORNEYS ARE NOT GROUNDS FOR A NEW TRIAL.

RAY, 41, A MISSOURI PRISON ESCAPER AT THE TIME KING WAS SHOT TO

DEATH, HAS BEEN A MAN OF INDECISION SINCE HE WAS ARRESTED IN LONDON

EARLY LAST JUNE, . .-
HE FIRST REFUSED TO WAIVE EXTRADITION AND WENT THROUGH TWO COURT

ARINGS, THE CHANGED HIS MIND, \
HE ?iOWN,BACK TO MEMPHIS, RAY FIRST PLEADED INNOCENT AND THEN, AFTER
FIRING HIS FIRST LAWYER, HANES AND HIRING FOREMANé HE ENTERED HIS
GUILTY PLEA, APPARENTLY IN A TRADE-OUT EFFORT TO ESCAPE THE ELECTRIC

CHAIR, .
RAY WAS BROUGHT HERE FROM NASHVILLE THURSDAY NIGHT IN A CONVOY

{zOF 11 TENNESSEE HIGHWAY PATROL CARS SPEEDING 70 MILES AN HOUR IN THE

| -MILE TRIP,
gong 1S BEING HELD UNDER SPECIAL GUARD AT THE SHELBY COUNTY JAIL.

UH255PES. .

h
|
!
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. N '
MP JA“%:»’:’N.”ZGP?»-Jms EARL RAY GOES BACK INTO COURT

MEMPHIS .
OPES OF VOIDING HIS 99-YEAR PRISON SENTENCE AND WINNIN
ﬂ%vf}ghﬁ INsTKE ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. %

PICKUP 2ND PGH 213As RAY SIGNED
UH322PES
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RAY .
CORRN RA HEHPKIS 213A 6TH PGH BGNGs RAY HAS ALSOiEREAD IT

X X X BETWEEN HIMSELF AND AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE--ARRANGED
BY HANES, ETC, (INSEERTING AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD)
UPI, ATLANTA
uns2¥rEs., . I
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Letter Reopens
Censpiracy Quiz

1 By Paul Scott

AW A ~NGTON--The Federal Burcau of Investiga-
tior probin«7 dark new. hints of a conspiracy in the as-
sassination of Dr. Martin Luther King.

% The unannounced FBI inquiry was ordered by Direc-

ftor J. Edgar Hoover after Senator James Eastland (D.
Miss.), chaifman of the Seiiaie [nternal SELufliy Siib:
committee, turned over a letter he received from James

Eai 7y, the convicted King slayer.
¥ “*wo-page handwritten communication drafted in
his i° <o cell, Ray suggested a conspiracy in King’s death

by alfeginy that others in addition to himself were inv-

Surprise /
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olved.

bxgm‘ﬁcamly Ray did not try to deny his own pdl’llCl-

Y~ e —
pation in the assassination of%
King, who wasslainlast year
in Memphis as he left his motel |
room. ‘

Ready to Talk

) While he gave no specific

" details in his letter to Senator
Easltand, Ray clearly indicat-
ed that he was ready to talk if
certain conditions for his safety
could be agreed upon. '

In privately discussing
Ray’s surprise letter with other
" members of his Subcommittee,
Senator Eastland reported that
he decided to turn it over to the
gFBI after his staff investiga-
tors were unable to make any
breakthrough in the case. —
In addition to requesting the
:’FBI to quiz Ray about the
content of the letter, Senator__,
Eastland also suggested the G-

men might want to ask the _
admitted slayer of King (i€ fol-
lowing questions:

How did you know that King
was going to be in the Loraine
Motel on the day of the slaying?

How did you know tha loca-
tion of King’s room? —
“How’ dld you know King

would come out on the bal‘c.qnya
where he was shot?

How did you know exactly
where to go to get a room from
which to fire the fatal shot?

Senator Eastland also wants

oover to check on Ray’s eye-
sight todetermine if it was
good enough to have permitted
him to fire the fatal shot.

Effect on New Trial

What effect the new FBI
inquiry will have on Ray s re-
quest for a new trial is conjec-
tural.

Ray s letter, however has

‘gwen “the FBI the reason they |
need for requesuomng the con- |
victed assassin on several as-
pects of the mystery shrouded
case.

For example, the FBI
would like to determine if Ray
had ever had any direct or indi-
rect contacts with persons close _,
to King including one of hlS

long-time advisers and s‘pgg,ch_,

writers.

This *“ghost,” known to the
FBI as one of the top secret
Communists in the country, was
the chief architect of the *“Poor
People’s Campalgn" that ng
was to haveledin the nation’s
capital only days after he was
assassinated.

Still incomplete is an FBI
mv«,sugduon of Ray’s contacts
made in New Orleans before

ing’s assassination and JELL__,
Ray had excaped from prmon

the position that someone in-
side the motel had to finger
King for the assassin. :
Since Hoover knows more
about the unpublished activi-
-ties of the late Dr. King and his
associates, Senator Eastland
believes he is in the best posi-
tion of anyone in the country to
determine if others were inv-

- olved in the slaying.

ey
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Attorney J.B. Stoner says he, Lo e * - Gandy
(will- file federal court lawsuits. - ...« . . s
charging governient agencies, ; S T e
magazines and individuals thh"'; O
conspiring - to deprive James
Earl Ray:of his constxtuhonal
rlghts :
Stoner made the announce-.
‘ment following a two-hour meet--
iing yesterday: with Ray at the‘ b
state penitentiary, where Ray i isi’
serving:-a-99-year sentence for"
the murder of Dr. Mm tin Luthen S
ng 4 L
Earher yestelday, Stouer wasd oot
-recognized by:the Shelby County i
ICrimiral-Court in Mempms asy
.co-counsel’ for; Ray m~er1mmal J
,matters N :
- Stoner- refused to 1dent1fy the’
-parties .to_be.named as defend~
ants and had no comment when

17

The Washington Post
Times Herald

:* The Washington Daily News

" The Evening Star (Washingto;@7
" 'The Sunday Star (Washington)
* Daily News (New York)
. ‘ Sunday News (New York) |
... New York Post
.- The New York Times
.. The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
o - *The New Leader

". The Wall Street Journal
- The National Observer

" People’s World
: Exeminer (Washington)

MAY 9 1968
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| Accepted By Judge

Criminal Court Judge Arthur '

" serving with Richard J. Ryan
of Memphis as a criminal law-|

4

ey,

|

Aﬁomel/for Ray -

C. Faquin Jr. yesterday issued
an order recognizing that-J, B,
Stoner of Savannah, Ga., is

yer for James Earl Ray.

the first lawyer to see Ray
after his transfer to the state
prison in Nashville. However,

.having- control of the prisoner
is hereby directed to permit| .
Stoner to consult with the de-|-,

will -be held May_ 25 before|

see Ray again,
“The warden of the state
‘prison or any other person

fendant,” the judge said.

Ray, who pleaded guilty on '
March 10 to murdering Dr.|,
‘Martin Luther King Jr. and|-

was sentenced to 99 years, is
seeking a new trial. A hearing|-

Judge Faquin,

Mr. Stoner, an official of the

|National States Rights Party,|
had previously been consid-|:
ered an attorney for Ray only|:
in civil mattgre.. He had been| .

state' Corrections Commission-| -
er Harry Avery said the Geor-|"
gia lawyer had indicated he

represented Ray only on civil| -
matters, and wasn’t allowed to|
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‘with the National States
‘Rights Party and Ku Klux.

.. will receive a new trial in *
. the murder of King.
_ “Ray seems to be getting &
“along very well considering !
. where he is,” said Stoner.

- thing that Ray told him and

—

.
1
H

Suits to Be Filed
In Ray's Behalt

J. B. Stoner of Savannah, Ga., attorney for James Earl ,

=i

<

A

Ray, said today he would file federal court suits charging .
government agencies, magazines and individuals with con- !
spiring to deprive Ray of his constitutional rights.’ _
Stoner spent about two hours with Ray in his state prison .

; cell at Nashville yesterday. o
Criminal Court Judge Arthur C. Faquin Jr.issued an '

order in Memphi$ that Stoner is serving with Richard J. .-

Ryan of Memphis as'one of !

Ray’s defense attorneys.
Stoner refused to say who

the defendants would be, nor

would he comment on when

or where the suits would be ..

filed. (
STONER, long associated’

e

Klan activities, said Ray and
he primarily discussed the
filing of the " suits. and

* touched briefly on the May

26 Memphis hearing which
will determine whether Ray

* Houston. .

i, Faquin will hold a hearing '
. May 26 on a letter written by

Ray to the late Judge W.

.Preston Battle-and a motion, .’

signed by Ryan, Stoner and .,

_Hill, that was filed on-April "

7, one week after Battle’s:

. death. ’

Ray had been in the state "
prison less than a day when

‘he repudiated his guilty plea

in the King assassination, .
claiming that he had been -
“pressured” by his previous , -
attorney, Percy ;Foreman of !

. ‘——..:::‘\ . R

He declined to repeat any-*

would not say if Ray had:
requested any personal ef-!

. fects such as magazines or’

.( writing paper.

' STONER was the first at-’
“torney to meet with Ray aft-v

. er his transfer to Nashville -
' from Memphis March 11. At
"“that time, Stoner told news-%
* men he was..representing:

Ray only in civil matters. - +
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| James Earl: Ray forfeited

ithe right of appeal when he

|pleaded guilty in" Criminal

|Court here to the slaying of

| Dr. Martin Luther King!Jr.,

| Atty. Gen. Phil.M: Canale said

{in a motion filed yesterday.

| The ‘attorney general cited a

'Tenness e e Supreme Court °
‘opinion holding that an “at-

‘itempted appeal after a plea of

'guilty is a complete nullity”

{and asked Judge Arthur C. Fa-

lquin to dismiss Ray’s motion

lfor a new trial. Judge Faquin

\will hear the motion May 26.

|

! A plea of guilty precludes
\[appeal both in the state and
ithe United States Supreme
| Court, the attorney general
}said. But the state acknowl-
ledged informally that Ray can
lask for a habeas corpus hear-
ling if his new trial motion is
3refused. The right to a habeas
|corpus hearing is guaranteed
lin the state’s Post-Conviction
Bep, .

I

| Meanwhile in, Nashville,
|state penitentiary personnel
| completed Ray’s prisoner clas-
lsification but ruled he must
| continue to live alone in a sin-
{gle maximum security cell, as
[he has since March 11.

| An unidentified prison guard
was quoted as saying Ray’s
life would be in danger if he
Imingled with other prisoners.

! Ray was found by psycholo-
|gists to be of “‘bright, normal
intelligence.” He refusedto
|make any statement to them
|regarding the killing of Dr.
i|King at the Lorraine Motel
April 4, 1968.

The classification notes Ray
|never had ‘“‘a great deal to do
|with religion.” His prognosis
|for adjustment to prison or
Icivil life “appears guarded.”
| Weldon W. Cox, deputy com-
I missioner of corrections, said
fitting Ray into a prison occu-
pation presents . a “special
case. He may be qualified to
be a carpenter, plumber, or
what-not, but we may not be
able to fit. him_into any of
tthose programs.”’

T ————————

|
l}
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State Tells Court™
Ray Waived Right -

By ROY B. HAMILTON

Press-Scimitar Staff Writer
The state today ¢ontended that James Earl Ray waived |

his right to a new trial and appeal when he pleaded guilty
and accepted a 99-year prison term in the slaying of Dr. -

Martin Luther King. Jr.

The state filed its answer opposing Ray’s motion for a

hew trial before Criminal Court Judge Arthur Faquin. Rob-

ert K. Dwyer, executive assistant attorney general, filed the

state’s reply.

--Judge Faquin will hear ar-
guments on the issue May
26- . GRS DT TGy

* Accompanying the state’s ing

motion was a copy of a peti-
" tion for waiver and accept-
ance of the giilty plea’
signed by Ray and his for--
mer attorney, Percy Fore-
man of Houston.
.L'The last sentence of the i
faetition .reads, “I hereby
waive any right I may or .:
could have to a motion for .-
a new trial and-or an ap- -!
peal.” D iy
Ray now claims he was =
pressured into peading guilty "
_March 10 by his former
counsel. Cy
- He wrote

late
tle,

guilty plea proceedings, ask-

Judge W. Preston Bat-"
who presided at the *

)

for a new trial shortly .

before Battle’s death. .
Ray is expected to bere-

turn

ed to Memphis from the ¥

state penitentiary at Nash- -

_ville

for the May 2f.hearing. . : '
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FHearmgﬁOn Retrial | e e T
- ToBe As Scheduled

. The hearing on a motion for . _ é“’
‘a new trial for James Earl| PRGE
Ray will be held May 26 as o
sch;duled two of his attorneys ,
said here yesterday. . . —_ iz ;
Attorneys Richard J. Ryan CERIERTIAL gpyﬂm,
of Memphis and J. B. Stoner of .
Augusta, Ga., said they expect- :
ed the attorney general’s office . Moyppua aortl
to file an answer to their mo-|, 2 ¢
tion for a new trial before the|, \ )
end of the week. . : : -—
. The attorneys ‘said they were
.informed by Exec. Asst. Atty.
Gen. Robert K. Dwyer that the| .
reply to their motion awaits| -
only the arrival of a letter .
from Ray’s former attorney,
Percy Foreman of Dallas, be-
fore being filed in the criminal
court clerk’s office. -
Judge Arthur C. Faquin has

scheduled the hearing of argu-| - — )G
ments on a new trial for Ray _ Date: 9 "J/ é/
in the murder of Dr. Martin Edition:

Luther King Jr. for 9:30 a.m.

May 26. Ray pleaded guilty to Authors
the murder March 10 but al- . | Eator: HOEDON DAYTS
most immediately repudiated ‘ Title:
his guilty plea.
Mr. Stoner, who identified
himself as vice chairman of
the executive committee of the| - ' Character:
National States Rights Party, . or
. |declined to be interviewed. Classification:
After seeing Mr. Dwyer, Mr. ot
Ryan intgoduced Mr. Stoner to Submitting Office: YENITIES
Judge Faqum. “’)x D Being ]nvqnﬂqrx[od
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‘. .

the dupe in the murder of Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr., and is
virtually assured of winning a
new trial,

Chattanooga fL@lwyer Says Ray Was D

Thitiks New Trial Is Assured|

NASHVILLE, April 22. —

(G LAY

which will be heard by Crimi-
(UPI): — James Earl Ray was 0

naj Court Judge Arthur C.
Faquin, in Memphis, May 26.
_ Hill-said they also discussed
in passing the conspiracy as-
pects of the case.

will ‘claim in the ‘event a new
trial 'is granted,

P -

.The slender, young attorney|
did not say who he thought,
had “duped” Ray and declined;
to say what type of alibi Ray'

ape,|

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.}

his attorney said
-Tuesday. oL

Robert W, Hill of Chatta-
nooga, told newsmen after a
three-hour-and-15-minute  con-
ference with Ray at the state
‘pepitentiary that he discussed
with Ray the new ‘trial motion

knowledge of any conspiracy
that I know of,” Hill said. “He
flatly just doesn’t know. He
doesn’t have that much knowl-
edge of what '
pened.” -

“He (Ray) has no real

actually hap-

isolated-
cell in the state prison here
since March 11, ‘the day after
he pleaded guilty in Memphis
to King’s murder in exchange
|for a 99-year sentence. =

Ray has been confined to an
maximum-seeurity

ﬁnc.rx: 971’»' -

»
CORMERCIAL APPR/,

HilL and two other attorneys,
J. B. Stoner of Savannah, Ga.,
and ' Richard Ryan of Mem-
phis, are representing Ray.
Hill is involved with Ryan in
the appeals in criminal court
at Memphis and with Stoner in
a federal lawsuit filed here. .
more.more

The federal suit seeks to
void contracts Ray has with
twa -former attorneys, famed

"|sheets of lined notebook paper

lawyer Percy Foreman ofwritten. ;. 'ny vt fysas,
. L Ly

Houston and former Birming-
ham Mayor Arthur Hanes, and
with author William Bradford
Huie, v

' ”.

[\

Hill émerged from the prison
clutching what appeared to be

on which he said Ray had
made notes as-well as a torn
sheet from .a -Look magazine
article -,which;, Foreman, had

e Aty

'attend the hearing in Memphis
next month, ===
. _“There is ng reason that he

should be there because all
that we will be discussing are
points of law.”

. Hill said Ray had been inter-

viewed by EBI agents since his
confinement here but he did

not know whether Rav conner-
|ated and answered their quess:

tions.
- If a new trial

g
ST

S

)
granted, Hill

sajd, Ray has no particular de4) .
x,s‘i.x}g: to ; testify. vbut, would . .be

*

2025 RELEAS

Hill said he did not yet knqw
what the notes contained but i
said Foreman had violated
professiondl ethics in the Look
article by stating that no client
came to him unless he was,
guilty.” U
Accompanying Hill were two
private investigators from
Chattanooga who are working
with him on the Ray Case;
Hill said he did pot-thinljt ;
would_ be nécessary forRay,to, :.

I ’71 '-@ ‘é/b/ l',
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James Earl Ray was the dupe in the murder:of \ L
rtin Luther King Jr., and is virtually assured - °
of winning a new trial, his attorney, Robert W.
1, said. ) -

L4 '

/V?L/l?k“f/‘/

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News _&i
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)
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». man upon which relief can’|

5

S T
- Foreman, Huie

" cldims. Ray’s suit was filed

" .sured” " into pleading guilty

-
0

. /.,last year...:

" since he is not a resident of
. Mlddle Tennessee

- first attorney after he was ,

- Seel Dismifssal
0f Ray's Suit

NASHVILLE. — (UPI) — .
A new motion filed in U.S.
District Court here secks dis-
missal of a suit by James,
Eatrl Ray against attorney::
"Percy -Foreman and author .
William Bradford Huie. g

The - motion by Nashville .
‘attorney John J. Hooker .-

ini'the wrong district court

IT ALSO SAYS Ray s su1t
which seeks to invalidate
contracts with Foreman, at-’
torney Arthur Hanes of Bir- -
mingham and Huie, “fails to
state a claim against” Fore--

.'be granted.
Hanes, former Birming-
ham mayor who was Ray’s 'l

P

arrested for the death of Dr.
., Martin Luther King Jr., has
'said hé plans to answer the'|
smt soon. '

% IN THE SUIT, Ray, now
servmg a 99-year prison .
term claims he was “‘pres-

«to the King slaying by both
Hanes and Foreman.

Ray -seeks, tohalt puhhca-
t.xon next_month of a book' |
written, by _Hule..al;out the:
slaying of f{mg m Memphxs

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MNewsrien Awalt]
- Senfencing-

I An attorney for two Mem-~;
. phis newsmen convicted of
. contempt of court in the
5( James- Earl Ray case said
today 'he will postpone Su-
\~preme Court- actlon until the &
““men are sentenced. e
Armistead Clay, counsel .
for Roy Hamilton of The -
L Press-Scimitar and- Charles
Edmundson of The Commer- "
cial Appeal, has appealed
~the conviction through lower
~\ ‘courts which have refused to
.réview the action because of ©
. ‘the absence of sentence,
i Judge Arthur Faquin, who * b
took over the Ray case with !
' the sudden death of Judge~
"W. Preston Battle March 31 !
" is scheduled to pass sentence
S aftcr a hearing May 23. b
Faquin, however, said he -
(; might delay the hearing until,,
.. after . May .26 when he 15;
r,scheduled to, rule on Ray’s,
“motion for a new trial jn the ®
slaying of Dr, Martm Luther
it ng Jr. ., ) "
¥ ! Ray pleaded gmlty before
'Battle March 10..and -was:,
|, sentenced to 99 years in the
. State | pemtentxary at: Nash

. ville,
"’X Sow SEmELL b el s by

iy

o -y -
[

1
2
£
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Hooker . Nomed

- Foreman Counsel

. NASHVILLE, April 26.—(AP). ‘ (Inalcate page, name of

— John J. Hooker -Sr. will . newspaper, city and state.)
represent  Texas- * attorney
Percy Foreman and author

“William Bradford Huie in a ’ ‘ avgr  CF

* federal court suit filed against : i‘:}"b : /

: them by Jameg Eart Ray, ad-’ o ' ! '

mitted slayer of Dr. Martin ' ‘ AL 3
Luther King Jr. = .~ = : R TIC T AL APPEAL

Hooker, a_prominent Tennes-
_ seﬁ' attorney who lives in Nash- -
: ville, said Saturday that both - ‘ e VATAMEY .
 Foreman and Hui)c{-had con- . ‘ KR;{E‘HIS, 18V %.
_tacted him about handling the : -
case. during the past week. .
.. Ray, who pleaded guilty to : . —_—
‘murdering King in return for : .
, @ 99-year prison sentence, is S
_seeking to void contracts with; | ]
" his former attorney and the| ’ T : —
" Alabama novelist and .maga-
" zine writer: e :
Ray has charged in the suit
" that they were more interested
“in ‘making money than they
“were in protecting him and:

: that they pressured him ‘into : . ' . / g
. pleading guilty to the -murder _ ‘ Date: - /? 7 - é /
‘charge. = ) : ’ Edition: ‘

*The suit also seeks to block

< publication of Huie’s book A : Author: FEnEY AT
about Ray which Ray claims o Editory W 1thiad fdss
. is "based on information he| . o SRR o rities
. ? gave Foreman and his first ,
- " attorney;. Arthur Haynes ofj
Birmingham, Ala., a third de-| .
. fendant in the suit. ’ Character:
In separate legal action in . or e |
. Memphis, where the murder S Classifications HEEPHRTS

: and - trial tock place, Ray is

_ seeking to reverse his guilty

jea and win a new trial. A . ) ) [ Betng Investigated

. hearing on the new trial mo-
tion is scheduled May 26.

Hooker, whose son Jokn J.

: Hooker Jr., made an uasuc-

« cessful bid for the Democratic

Submitting Office:

nomination to the governorship B SR —
of Tennesses In tae last elec . ) St ‘ {
tion, said Saturday he plans ta : _ . Lo ,

* file briefs on his clients’ be- o .

falf “‘within  the next few ‘ — T e
days s .
D gy g e e+ g e e
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ay Is Mot Upser -

- At Sirhan Verdict

¢ James Earl Ray and his at-
torneys are not frightened by
the death verdict found bya -

Los Angeles jiry in the case of -
e -Sirhan  Sirhan, one of Ray’s PAC c}\é
R ‘lawyers said last night, it
" _Reached by tclephone in] '
"Chattanooga, attorney Robert:
W. Hill Jr. quoted Ray as say- 5
Ang, “I'd as soon be executed : CIM
as to be kept the rest of my - ACIK
life in soliltary imprisonment.” ’ /.
= % Mr. Hill said the possibility . — am N :
:of Ray’s receiving the death MEMPHIS, TENN. / !
:sentence if a pending motion . '
-for a new trial is-granted “hag| . oo
‘entered fully in our calcula- —_ !
-tions.. There will be no thought
.of dropping our new trial mo- f

‘tion because of what has hap- .

-pened to the slayer of Senator, — :
Robert Kenpedv.2.._ . ! ?
- Ray, charged with the slay-! l
|
[

(Indtcate prye, name of
newspaper, city und state,)

--Ing of. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. . April 4, 1968, shouid know —_—
:the answer to his. new trial ‘
‘motion z month from tomor- _ é ?’ :
row. Criminal Court Judge Ar- 4/_ écj) - !
.:thur C. Faquin, who was given ‘
“the case after the delath (;f ’ i dition: A
Judge W. Preston Battle, will} g Py H. CHNRIDEE
_hear the motion the morning of authors CHAS . He S !
May 26. : ' . Edltor: , ;
' .. Mr. Hill said he doubts if he Title: .
’ ‘will attend the hearing. : :
. “It is a simple motion and,_ L
- —+ . ‘‘only one lawyer is needed to| :
:argue it. T do not doubt. the Character:
‘motion will be granted.” : ,
> . Mr. Hill said he does not go or . FEPEIS
' so far asto say Ray had noth- Classification: -
‘.:ing to do with the crime. “I do Submitting Office: .
isay he did not kill I".ag and
'did not knowledgeaiy partici-- {T] Being Investigated
Jpate In any conspiracy of |
which he. Inow the conse- |
,quences and the magnitude.” l

Date:
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.be James Earl Ray's home

" mihe . it is-
hxm elsewhere.

(sxoner Harry Avery said he
v believes it .is safer to keep .
r Ray where he is —at least
ofOl' the present. - PR
»-.Ray has been in-the maxi-
i mum security building since
March 11, one day .after he.;
. pleaded guilty to the slaying:
..of Dr.-Martin Luther King
Jr. Ray received a 99-year
. sentence which he is now!.
. j:rymg to overturn.
!« DONT

:;:'?:-_‘-'—:;

KNOW. any

|-said Avery ~when asked if
offxcxals plan’ to keep Ray:inic
e ‘\j\ ﬂu

v

G<

Ve
i

- uritil prxson officials deter- |
“safe”'to move

place we plan to move him,"’ .!

'1"‘71

Kee Rav

‘___._"

_}Isola ed for Sa ety ,'

.- NASHVILLE. — (UPI) —
An isolated cell in the maxi-
. mum security section of the ..
Tennessee State Prison will ;

maximum securlty

classification process which "
' normally ‘takes four to six’
weeks. Officials said earlier -
a decision would be made
- ‘when the process is’ finished |

. “State; Corrections Commls-\ ~whether - Ray would be al--|’

)+ Jowed to mingle with the rest.

iiiof : - the - prison *population:
+%.which ‘iricludes 824 Negroes | °

- nearly half of the mmates

- thought- Ray would be’ m/,
‘danger if he'were. allowed to
.-mix with the other pnsoners,

u-rephed St B2

“1 personally don’t know

”‘but as a matter of caution r

h ,think it is better now to keep

' h1m where he is. I don’t’

0 know what the future will )

_:8A} 01,5215V, bring. He will be kept there

It until such time as we think it
Jiwill be safe for him to take.
)(some other assignment.” -
., An unidentified pris on
.guard was. quoted earlier
+,this month by.a Nashville
‘gnewspaper as saying Ray )
would .be dead within two
*'years if he were to be re-
#'leased from -the maxxmum'
- security unit. )

man who killed Martin Lu-
: 'iher King will be too great

" for some of our prisoners out

| here,” the guard was quoted-
' as saying:..‘They’l] gethim-
' and, there’s snothing: we, can
- do.about it.”" - ; )

’

Ray has been undergomg a‘|’

AVERY, asked whether he 4.

“The temptatlon to klll the

- THE GUARD siid racial |

hatred might not be the only.
factor endangering Ray. Y.
“Some people are saying-
‘Ray just killed King 5o he
.could gam stature among the ,
“'prisoners,” the guard said.
"I think there are some peo-;
.ple. out thera.arhn would try -
“to kil Ray for; the same rea-.
SPh,. (i ‘ 1}-

abeorts

“* m .J“"J

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state,)
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Richard J. Ryan, an attorney for James Earl’
Ray, said in Nashville, Tenn., thai the convicied
kﬂﬂ of Dr, Mantin Luther King Jr. is “'engoure

over the prospecis of a new {rfial.” He pisit- .
Ed Ray for two hours in his prison cell to dike
heanings next month in Memphis. which v
' termine whether letters Ray wrote the late Judge -
' Preston Baitle consfitute a new ‘trial mofion.
Jud?ge Battle p:mesuded at the Ofrlg‘mial triak

The Washington Post
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The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Sun (Baltimore)
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The National Observer
People’s World
Examiner (Washington)
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Plus movie m'ghfts.s on Ray written by Mr. Hyje

T

The Washington Post
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News L
The Evening Star (Washington)
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
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At Méﬁphls, Tenn Criminal “Coureoa Courr-:mdge
thur C. Faquin Jr. set a hearing for May 26 on. -
{ Wames Earl Ray's motion for a new trail for ﬁh; {
Jmurder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr: Ray hau',
“charged that his previous attorneys were actually
representing writer William Bradford Huie andg
heir own financial interests. Lawyer Percy Fore-{
an oharged a fee of $165,000 which funds 0]
ome from books on Ray written by Mr. Huie, i,
\lplus movie righis. e
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o
heat the motion for a ncw
tnal @, o .
Exec. Asst. Atty Gen Rob-

ert K. Dwyer and Asst. Atty.;
Gen. James C, Beasley repre-
sented the state. .

hours told a “menber of ilic
sherxff’s patrol he.would seek
a new trial. He claims he was
pressured into pleading guilty
Lty his attorney, Percy Fore-
man of Houston, whom he has
fired.

Ray’s. neéw chlef counsel
Richard .Ryan of Memphls
- e, S represented Ray -at a brief
B Ray pleaded guilty ] March 10| conference with members of

10. thp-murdar of Dr, :Martin|the- attorney general’s staff

"4 prosecutor'in the "James
. }S.ml Ray case said yesterday
_~‘_'no decision has -been made on
" how limited the May 26 hear-
> on Ray’s motion fo: a new
will be.
iminal Court Jud'ge Arthur
quin Jr. yesterday . set
afing date. -

" Mr. Dwyer said no decision
has been rached on whether to
iimit' the hearing strictly to a
motion for' a .new trial, or to
permit—or ever_invite —Ithe
defense: 'to move Ve aIsy for relief

SCO@C @f New

(Indfcate page, name of .
newspaper, city and staic.)
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under the Tennessee Post-Con-
viction Act. A
' When he pleaded guilty, Ray
signed a waiver of a new trial
and told the court he under-

stood there was no appeal after

a guilty plea. If the state
chooses to limit the hearing to

this, it would have a presumed
advantage “on that ‘narrow

igsue. .

~

But'if -a_new_ trial were de-
nied, Ray could .petition the

next day_for_a hearing under
Ithe Post-Conviction Act and be
assured of getting it. Mr.
Dwyer indicated the state may
try to settle both issues at the
same hearing, ~

Judge Faquin will decide
whether Ray will be required
to support his new trial motion
by affidavits or will be brought
{back from:Nashville to testify
in person, Jt-1s expected that
Ray’, will, ask:to be brought

it;ack and it js eonsidered llkel;

such a request would be grant-

ed.

Asst. Atty. Gen, Clyde Ma-
son is scheduled to succeed
Mr. Beasley to assist Atty.
Gen.. Phil M. Canale and Mr.
Dwyer in the Ray case. Mr.

county attorney Monday.
At his home in Hartselle,

first attorney,

Beasley assumes the office of

Ala., magazine writer William
Bradford Huie termed ‘non-
sense” Ray’'s accusation that
Mr. Huie. worked with Ray’s

Birmingham, and then with
Mr. Foreman, to prevailon
Ray to plead guilty in the King
slaying. ‘ ,

Ray supplied Mr. Huie with
a handwritten aeccount of his

'slaying, which Mr. Huie used
in preparing a book.” He Slew

wanderings before the King;

TR A o k] eadte s U

%
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