
TEYE HAD HALF A DOZEN DECISIONS," RAY SAID. "I TAKE THINGS AS
"R THINK THINGS LOOK PRETTY GOOD," HE ADDED. "WE WANT TO GETEVERYBODY THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING CLEARED UP ONCE ANDFOR ALL,"

tLJ

THE EARING WILL CENTER ON RAY'S CLAIM THAT HE WAS COERCED INTO
PLEADING GUILTY BY ONE OF HIS FORMER ATTORNEYS PERCY FOREMAN OFHOITON. RAY CLAIMED FOREMAN DID NOT WANT THE FACTS ABOUT THE CASEBROTGHT OUT IN OPEN COURT BECAUSE FOREMAN STOOD TO PROFIT BY A BOOKON THE ASSASSINATION BY ALABAMA AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE.RAY HA BEEN ASSISTING HIS NEW ATTORNEYS IN PREPARATION OF HIS
CASE. DURING MONDAY'S INTERVIEW, A TOP BLINK OF HIS CELL WAS CRAMMEDWITH LETTERS, A TYPEWRITER BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS.THE LOWER BUNK WAS COVEhED WITH WHAT APPEARED TO BE LEGALDOCUMENTS.

RAY SIDESTEPPED MANY OF THE QUESTIONS."I WOULDN'T WANT TO SAY ANYTHING THAT WOULD HURT MY CHANCES FOR ANEW TRIAL," HE TOLD BRINTON. "I'LL ANSWER ALL OF THOSE QUESTIONS INCOURT."
ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY HAILE SAID THE HEARING FORPAY WILL BE HELD BEFORE FEDERAL COURT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE IN MEMPHIS,

PROBABLY SOMETIME IN LATE SUMMER OR EARLY FALL.
"THEY MIGHT GET INTO THE CONSPIRACY ANGLE," HAILE SAID. "ITDEPENDS ON THE JUDGE. I'M SURE THEY WILL TRY."
HAILE SAID THE HEARING WILL "GIVE RAY ANOTHER CHANCE TO SPOUT OFFBEFORE THE PRESS. I DOUBT SERIOUSLY IF IT WILL BE IN THE PUBLIC F

INTEREST."
DUPLICATE TO B-WIRE POINTS
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"I'VE HAD HALF A DOZEN DECISIONS, RAY SAID. "I TAKE THINGS ASTHEY COME.
4 "I THINK THINGS LOOK PRETTY GOOD,

" HE ADDED. "WE WANT TO GET
FOR ALL.
EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING CLEARED UP ONCE AND

PLEADING GUILTY BY ONE OF HIS FORMER ATTORNEYS, PERCY FOREMAN OF

THE HEARING WILL CENTER ON RAY'S CLAIM THAT HE WAS COERCED INTO

ON
BROLIGHT OUT IN OPEN COURT BECAUSE FOREMAN STOOD TO PROFIT BY A BOOK

HOUS TON. RAY CLAIMED FOREMAN DID NOT WANT THE FACTS ABOUT THE CASE

RAY
THE ASSASSINATION BY ALABAMA AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE.

CAS E. DURING MONDAY'S INTERVIEW, A TOP BUNK OF HIS CELL WAS CRAMMED
HIS

HAS BEEN ASSISTING HIS NEW ATTORNEYS IN PREPARATION OF
WITH LETTERS, A TYPEWRITER, BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS.THE LOWER BUNK WAS COVERED WITH WHAT APPEARED TO BE LEGALDOCUMENTS.

RAY SIDESTEPPED MANY OF THE QUESTIONS."I WOULDN'T WANT TO SAY ANYTHING THAT WOULD HURT MY CHANCES FOR ANEW TRIAL, HE TOLD BRINTON. "I'LL ANSWER ALL OF THOSE QUESTIONS INCOURT. IN

ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY HAILE SAID THE HEARING FORPAY WILL BE HELD BEFORE FEDERAL COURT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE IN MEMPHIS,
PRO BABLY SOMETIME IN LATE SUMMER OR EARLY FALL.

"THEY MIGHT GET INTO THE CONSPIRACY ANGLE, HAILE SAID. "IT
DEP ENDS ON THE JUDGE. I'M SURE THEY WILL TRY."

HAILE SAID THE HEARING WILL "GIVE RAY ANOTHER CHANCE TO SPOUT OFF
BEFORE THE PRESS. I DOUBT SERIOUSLY IF IT WILL BE IN THE PUBLIC
INTEREST.
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NASHVILLE (UPI) -- JAMES EARL RAY SAID FROM HIS SOLITARY
CONFINEMENT CELL YESTERDAY THAT A STRING OF WITNESSES WILL TESTIFY
WITH HIM AT A SPECIAL HEARING GRANTED BY THE SUPREME COURT IN THE

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. SLAYING.
"WE WANT TO GET EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING

CLEARED UP ONCE AND FOR ALL," SAID THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN, WHO CLAIMS
HE WAS COERCED BY HIS FORMER DEFENSE ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, INTO
PLEADING GUILTY TO THE 1968 SNIPER-SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

IN MEMPHIS.
THE SUPREME COURT'S UNEXPLAINED REJECTION YESTERDAY OF AN APPEAL

TO REVERSE A DECISION THAT RAY DESERVED THE HEARING BROKE THE
TEMPORARY RDADBLOCK TO WHAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE SCHEDULED A PRE-HEARING
CONFERENCE FOR ATTORNEYS INVOLVED IN THE RAY EVIDENCIARY HEARING FOR
JUNE 14.

-0
HARTSELLE, ALA. (UPI) -- AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE SAYS HE DID

NOT BELIEVE A LAWYER COERCED JAMES EARL RAY TO PLEAD GUILTY TO THE

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., BUT HE IS GLAD THE

SUPREME COURT CLEARED THE WAY FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.
"THE SUPREME COURT HAS PROBABLY GIVEN MIE $50,000," SAID RUIE, WHO

WROTE THE BOOK "HE SLEW THE DREAMER" ABOUT RAY.
"MONENTARILY, SINCE I OWN HIS (RAY'S) PORTRAYAL RIGHTS AND I AM IN

THE MOTION PICTURE BUSINESS, I Am DELIGHTED," HUIE SAID. "I REALLY

WOULD LIKE TO WRITE A TELEVISION DRAMA ABOUT RAY.
"BUT THE IDEA OF JAMES EARL RAY BEING COERCED BY ANY LAWYER ON

EARTH IS PURE FOOLISHNESS," HE SAID.
UPI 06-04 12:03 PED
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NASHVILLE (UPI) JAMES EARL RAY SAID FROM HIS SOLITARY

CONFINEMENT CELL YESTERDAY THAT A STRING OF WITNESSES WILL TESTIFY

WITH HIM AT A SPECIAL HEARING GRANTED BY THE SUPREME COURT IN THE

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. SLAYING.
"WE WANT TO GET EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING

CLEARED UP ONCE AND FOR ALL, n SAID THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN, WHO CLAIMS

HE WAS CO ERCED BY HIS FORMER DEFENSE ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, INTO

PLEADING GUILTY TO THE 1968 SNIPER2-SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

IN MEMPHIS.
THE SUPREME COURT'S UNEXPLAINED REJECTION YESTERDAY OF AN APPEAL

TO REVERSE A DECISION THAT RAY DESERVED THE HEARING BROKE THE

TEMPO RARY ROADBLOCK TO WHAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

U. S DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE SCHEDULED A PRE-HEARING

CON FERENCE FOR ATTORNEYS INVOLVED IN THE RAY EVIDENCIARY HEARING FOR

JUNE 14.
-0-

HARTSELLE, ALA. (UPI) -- AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE SAYS HE DID

NOT BELIEVE A LAWYER COERCED JAMES EARL RAY TO PLEAD GUILTY TO THE

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., BUT HE IS GLAD THE

SUPREME COURT CLEARED THE WAY FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

"THE SUPREME COURT HAS PROBABLY GIVEN ME $50,000," SAID RUIE, WHO

WROTE THE BOOK "HE SLEW THE DREAMER" ABOUT RAY.

*MONENTARILY, SINCE I OWN HIS (RAY'S) PORTRAYAL RIGHTS AND I AM IN

THE MOTION PICTURE BUSINESS, I AM DELIGHTED,
H HUIE SAID. "I REALLY

WOULD LIKE TO WRITE A TELEVISION DRAMA ABOUT RAY.

"BUT THE IDEA OF JAMES EARL RAY BEING COERCED BY ANY LAWYER ON

EARTH IS PURE FOOLISHNESS,
" HE SAID.

UPI 06-04 12:03 PED
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WITH RAY
NASHVILLE, TERN. (UPI) -- UNSHAVEN JAMES EARL RAY, SITTING IN A

CLI TTERED PRISONICELL, SAID MONDAY KE WOULD PROBABLY TESTIFY FOR

"Three OR FOUR DAYS" AT A HEARING TO DETERMINE WHETHER HE WILL

RECEIVE A NEW TRIAL IN THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

JR.
"I'M GOING TO TAKE THE STAND, RAY TOLD NASHVILLE BANNER REPORTER

LARRY BRINTON, "I'LL PROBABLY TESTIFY THREE OR FOUR DAYS, BUT I DON'T

PARTICULARLY WANT TO.
BRINTON, WHO INTERVIEWED RAY THROUGH THE HEAVY BARS OF HIS AXIMUM

WEARING A SWEATSHIRT, PRISON TROUSERS AND WAS STANDING ON THE 11SECURITY CELL AT THE TENNESSEE STATE PENITENTIARY, SAID RAY WAS

CONCRETE FLOOR IN HIS STOCKING FEET.
RAY ACCEPTED ALMOST STOICALLY HIS CLEARANCE BY THE U.S. SUPREME

COURT TO SEEK WITHDRAWAL OF HIS GUILTY PLFA IN THE 1968
SNIPER-SLAYING OF KING.

"I'VE HAD HALF A DOZEN DECISIONS, RAY SAID. *I TAKE THINGS AS
THEY COME."j THINK THINGS LOOK PRETTY GOOD, HE ADDED. "WE WANT TO GET
EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING CLEARED UP ONCE AND
FOR A.L.

THE HEARING WILL CENTER ON RAY'S CLAIM THAT HE WAS COERCED INTO
PLEADING GUILTY BY ONE OF HIS FORMER ATTORNEYS, PERCY FOREMAN OF
HOUSTON. RAY CLAIMED FOREMAN DID NOT WANT THE FACTS ABOUT THE CASE
BROUGHT OUT IN OPEN COURT BECAUSE FOREMAN STOOD TO PROFIT BY A BOOK
ON THE ASSASSINATION BY ALABAMA AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE.

RAY HAS BEEN ASSISTING HIS NEW ATTORNEYS IN PREPARATION OF HIS
CASE. DURING MONDAY'S INTERVIEW, A TOP PUNK OF HIS CELL WAS CRAMMED
VI-TH LETTERS. A TYPEWRITER, BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS.

THE LOWER' BUNK WAS COVERED WITH WHAT APPEARED TO BE LEGAL
MENTS.

DAY SIDESTEPPED MANY OF THE QUESTIONS.*I WOULDN'T WANT TO SAY ANYTHING THAT WOULD HURT MY CHANCES FOR A

NEW TRIAL, HE TOLD BRINTON. "I'LL ANSWER ALL OF THOSE QUESTIONS IN
COURT.

ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL MENRY HAILE SAID THE HEARING FOR

RAY WILL BE HELD PEFORE FEDERAL COURT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE IN MEMPHIS,

PRO BABLY SOMETIME IN LATE SUMMER OR EARLY FALL.
"THEY MIGHT GET INTO THE CONSPIRACY ANGLE,

" HAILE SAID. "IT
DEPENDS ON THE JUDGE. I'M SURE THEY WILL TRY."

AILE SAID THE HEARING WILL "GIVE RAY ANOTHER CHANCE TO SPOUT OFF

BEFORE THE PRESS. I DOUBT SERIOUSLY IF IT WILL BE IN THE PUBLIC

INTEREST.
DUPLICATE TO B-WIRE POINTS
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DAY LD
NASHVILLE, TENN. (UPI) -- JAMES EARL RAY SAID FROM HIS SOLIT AV

CONFINEMENT CELL MONDAY THAT A STRING OF WITNESSES WILL TESTIFY TH
HIM AT A SPECIAL HEARING GRANTED BY THE SUPREME COURT IN THE MARTIN
LITHER KING JR. SLAYING,

"WE WANT TO GET EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING

CLEARED UP ONCE AND FOR ALL," SAID THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN, WHO CLAIMS
HE WAS CO ERCED BY MIS FORMER DEFENSE ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, INTO
PLEADING GUILTY TO THE 1968 SNIPER-SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

IN MEMPHIS.
THE SUPREME COURT'S UNEXPLAINED REJECTION MONDAY OF AN APPEAL TO

REVERSE A DECISION THAT RAY DESERVED THE HEARING BROKE THE TEMPORARY

RCAADBLOCK TO WHAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY,

RAY, 46, SERVING A 99-YEAR TERM FOR MIS MARCH 10, 1969, CONFESSION

WILL GET THE SPECIAL HEARING OF VIDENCE IN MEMPHIS FEDERAL COURT BY

LATE SUMMER OR FALL.
U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCRRAE AT MEMPHIS MONDAY SCHEDULED A

PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE FOR ATTORNEYS INVOLVED IN THE RAY VIDENCIARY

HEARING FOR JUNE 14.
"I THINK THINGS LOOK PRETTY GOOD, RAY TOLD A NASHVILLE BANNER

REPORTER FOLLOWING THE HIGH COURT'S RULING. "I'M PROBABLY GOING T

TAKE THE STAND, I'LL PROPABLY TESTIFY THREE OR FOUR DAYS, BUT I DON'T

PARTICULARLY WANT TO."
RAY, WEARING A SWEATSHIRT AND PRISON TROUSERS AND SURROUNDED BY

RESPONDENCE, BOOKS, A TYPEWRITER AND OTHER PARAPHERNALIA, EVADED

MAN QUESTIONS SAYING HE DID NOT WANT TO HURT HIS CHANCES FOR A NEW

TRIAL,
"I'M OVERJOYED, SAID MEMPHIS ATTORNEY ROBERT I. LIVINGSTON, RAY'S

TENNESSEE LEGAL COUNSEL. "MR. RAY IS ON THE ROAD TO GETTING A TRIAL

ON THE MERITS OF THE CASE. WE DON'T FEEL THE STATE CAN CONVICT A MAN

ON THE CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE THEY THINK THAT THEY GOT IN THIS

CASE.
BALLISTICS TESTS AFTER THE SLAYING SHOWED RAY'S FINGERPRINTS ON

THE RIFLE BELIEVED TO HAVE SHOT THE FATAL BULLET, BUT LIVINGSTON SAYS

RAY'S FINGERPRINTS WERE ON THE GUN USED BY ANOTHER PERSON TO SLAY

KING BECAUSE RAY WAS "SET UP® AND BELIEVED XE WAS INVOLVED IN A

MON EY-MAKING GUN-RUNNING VENTURE.
LIVINGSTON AND RAY CLAIMED TWO WEEKS AGO THAT AN INTERMEDIARY FOR

THE ALLEGED HIRED GUNMEN IN THE KING DEATH CONTACTED THEM, REVEALED

DETAILS OF THE APRIL 169 1968, ASSASSINATION AT THE LORRAINE MOTEL

REQUESTED IMMUNITY IN EXCHANGE FOR FUTURE TESTIMONY,

OUT LIVINGSTON SAID THE ALLEGED CONSPIRACY WON'T ENTER INTO THE

EVI ENCIARY HEARING.

UPI 06·0403:05 AED

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/1.

/`

032A
HUIE 6·4

WITH RAY
HARTS ELLE, ALA, (UPI) -- AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE SAID MONDAY

HE DT NOT BELIEVE A LAWYER COERCED JAMES EARL RAY TO PLEAD GUILTY TO

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., BUT HE IS GLAD THE

SUP REME COURT CLEARED THE WAY FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.
"THE SUPREME COURT HAS PROBABLY GIVEN ME $50,000,- SAID HUIE, WHO

WRO TE THE BOOK "HE SLEW THE DREAMER* ABOUT RAY.
"MONENTARILY, SINCE I OWN HIS (RAY!S) PORTRAYAL RIGHTS AND I IN

THE MOTION PICTURE BUSINESS. I AM DELIGHTED,
" HUIE SAID. "I REALLY

WOULD LIKE TO WRITE A TELEVISION DRAMA ABOUT RAY.
*BUT DIE IDEA OF JAMES EARL RAY BEING COERCED BY ANY LAWYER ON

EARTH IS PURE FOOLISHNESS,
14 HE SAID. *THE WHOLE DAMN THING IS

REDICULOUS.
THE COURT MONDAY ORDERED A LOWER COURT TO HEAR RAY'S CHARGE ME WAS

COEICED INTO PLEADING CUILTY TO THE 1968 ASSASSINATION OF KING AT
ME PHIS BY LAWYERS MORE INTERESTED IN BOOK ROYALTIES THAN HIS
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.

"I HOPE TO HELL THERE IS A TRIAL AND JAMES EARL RAY IS FOUND NOT

GUILTY AND GETS PUBLICITY FROM HERE TO YONDER, SAID HUIE, ALSO THE

AUTHOR OF "THE AMERICANIZATION OF EMILY, "THE EXECUTION OF PRIVATE

SLOVIK* AND OTHER BOOKS.
A FORMER RAY ATTORNEY, ARTHUR J. HANES OF BIRMINGHAM, SAID,

THINK IT'S A JUST DECISION.
"I°VEMAINTAINED THE POSITION ALL ALONG THAT JAMES EARL RAY SHOULD

BE GIVEN A TRIAL, HANES SAID. "IN THE ENTIRE TIME I WAS ASSOCIATED

WITH THE CASE, HE WAS ADAMANT THAT HE WANTED A TRIAL. HE NEVER WANTED

TO SCP A PLEA.
41 WAS PREPARED TO GO TO TRIAL, HANES SAID, BUT TWO DAYS BEFORE

MY WAS SCHEDULED TO GO ON TRIAL NOV. 12, 1968, RAY FIRED HANES AND

HIRED PERCY FOREMAN AS HIS ATTORNEY.
UPI 06-04 03:12 AED
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WASHINGTON (UPI) -- THE SUPREME COURT CLEARED THE WAY TODAY FOR
JAMES EARL RAY TO WITHDRAW HIS GUILTY PLEA TO THE 1968 KILbING OF
MARTIN UTHER KING. RAY CLAIMS HE WAS INFLUENCED BY THE INTEREST OF
HIS ATTORNEYS IN PROFITS FROM A BOOK ABOUT THE SLAYING.

THE ACTION COULD MEN RAY EVENTUALLY WILL BE RETRIED FOR THE KING
SLAYING AFTER A PLEA OF INNOCENT.

THE SUPREME COURT REFUSED TO HEAR APPEALS BY TENNESSEE THAT RAY'S
ORIGINAL PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY AND INTELLIGENTLY MADE AND THEREFORE HE
SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN A CHANCE TO HAVE IT CHANGED.

THE 6TH U.S. COURT OF APPEALS ORDERED A HEARING TO DECIDE WHETHER
RAY'S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS TO DUE PROCESS AND ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL
WERE VIOLATED AND IF HE CAN CHANGE HIS PLEA TO INNOCENT.

RAY WAS SENTENCED TO 99 YEARS IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AFTER
PLEADING GUILTY IN 1969 TO KILLING THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN
MEMPHIS.

UPI 06-03 11:00 AED
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WASHINGTON (UPI) -- THE SUPREME COURT CLEARED THE WAY TODAY FOR
JAMES EARL RAY TO WITHDRAW HIS GUILTY PLEA TO THE 1968 KILLING OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING. RAY CLAIMS HE WAS INFLUENCED BY THE INTEREST OF
HIS ATTORNEYS IN PROFITS FROM A BOOK ABOUT THE SLAYING.

THE ACTION COULD MEN RAY EVENTUALLY WILL BE RETRIED FOR THE KING
SLAYING AF TER A PLEA OF INNOCENT.

THE SUPREME COURT REFUSED TO HEAR APPEALS BY TENNESSEE THAT RAY'S
ORIGINAL PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY AND INTELLIGENTLY MADE AND THEREFORE HE
SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN A CHANCE TO HAVE IT CHANGED.

THE 6 TH U.S. COURT OF APPEALS ORDERED A HEARING TO DECIDE WHETHER
RAY'S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS TO DUE PROCESS AND ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL
WERE VIOLATED AND IF HE CAN CHANGE HIS PLEA TO INNOCENT.

RAY WAS SENTENCED TO 99 YEARS IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AFTER
PLEADING GUILTY IN 1969 TO KILLING THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN
MEMPHIS.

UPI 06-03 11:00 AED
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SHORTLY AFTER SENTENCING, RAY CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN COERCED INTO
PLEADING GUILTY BY HIS ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, WELL KNOWN CRIMINAL
LAWYER FROM HOUSTON TEX.

FOREMAN TOOK OVER THE CASE AT RAY'S REQUEST AFTER RAY DISMISSED
HIS FIRST LAWYER, ARTHUR HANES. HANES HAD SIGNED A CONTRACT ON RAY'S

BEHALF WITH AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE TO WRITE A BOOK ABOUT THE
KILLING, WITH HANES GETTING 30 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES.

WHEN FOREMAN TOOK OVER, HE CHANGED THE AGREEMENT SO THAT HE WOULD

RECEIVE 60 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES.
RAY CONTENDED THAT HE WAS ADVISED TO PLEAD GUILTY BY FOREMAN SO

THAT INFORMATION ABOUT THE CASE WOULD NOT BE MADE PUBLIC IN OPEN
COURT AT THE FULLSCALE TRIAL, THUS ASSURING THE EXCLUSIVE NATURE OF
THE BOJOK.

UBSO DISTRICT COURT JUDGE L. CLURE MORTON DENIED RAY'S MOTION FOR

A HEARING ON WHETHER HIS PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY. MORTON AGREED WITH THE

STATE AND CITED THE PLEA RECORD. IN ACCEPTING THE ORIGINAL PLEA,

JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE QUESTIONED RAY THOROUGHLY AND THE DEFENDANT

SAID HIS PLEA WAS KNOWLEDGEABLE AND VOLUNTARY.
UPI 06-03 11:07 AED
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SHORTLY AF TER SENTENCING, RAY CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN COERCED INTO

PLEADING GUILTY BY HIS ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, WELL KNOWN CRIMINAL

LAWYER FROM HOUSTON, TEX.
FOREMAN TOOK OVER THE CASE AT RAY'S REQUEST AFTER RAY DISMISSED

HIS FIRST LAWYER, ARTHUR HANES. HANES HAD SIGNED A CONTRACT ON RAY'S

BEHALF WITH AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE TO WRITE A BOOK ABOUT THE

KILLING, WITH HANES GETTING 30 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES.

WHEN FOREMAN TOOK OVER, HE CHANGED THE AGREEMENT so THAT HE WOULD

RECEIVE 60 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES.
RAY CONTENDED THAT HE WAS ADVISED TO PLEAD GUILTY BY FOREMAN so

THAT INFORMATION ABOUT THE CASE WOULD NOT BE MADE PUBLIC IN OPEN

COURT AT THE FULLSCALE TRIAL, THUS ASSURING THE EXCLUSIVE NATURE OF

THE BOOK.
U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE L. CLURE MORTON DENIED RAY'S MOTION FOR

HEARING ON WHETHER HIS PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY. MORTON AGREED WITH THE
A
STATE AND CITED THE PLEA RECORD. IN ACCEPTING THE ORIGINAL PLEA,

JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE QUESTIONED RAY THOROUGHLY AND THE DEFENDANT

SAID HIS PLEA WAS KNOWLEDGEABLE AND VOLUNTARY.

UPI 06-03 11:07 AED
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UPI035
(RAY)

WASHINGTON (UPI) -- THE SUPREME COURT CLEARED THE WAY TODAY FOR

JAMES EARL RAY TO WITHDRAW HIS GUILTY PLEA TO THE 1968 KILLING OF

MARTIN WTHER KING. RAY CLAIMS HE WAS INFLUENCED BY THE INTEREST OF

HIS ATTORNEYS IN PROFITS FROM A BOOK ABOUT THE SLAYING.

THE ACTION COULD MEN RAY EVENTUALLY WILL BE RETRIED FOR THE KING

SLAYING AF TER A PLEA OF INNOCENT.

THE SUPREME COURT REFUSED TO HEAR APPEALS BY TENNESSEE THAT RAY'S

RIGINAL PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY AND INTELLIGENTLY MADE AND THEREFORE HE

SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN A CHANCE TO HAVE IT CHANGED.

THE 6TH U.S. COURT OF APPEALS ORDERED A HEARING TO DECIDE WHETHER

RAY'S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS TO DUE PROCESS AND ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL

WERE VIOLATED AND IF HE CAN CHANGE HIS PLEA TO INNOCENT.

RAY WAS SENTENCED TO 99 YEARS IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AFTER

PLEADING GUILTY IN 1969 TO KILLING THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN

MEMPHIS.
UPI 06-93 11:00 AED

UPI037
ADD 1 RAY WASHINGTON McG

SHORTLY AFTER SENTENCING, RAY CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN COERCED INTO
PLEADING GUILTY BY HIS ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, WELL KNOWN CRIMINAL
LAWYER FROM HOUSTON TEX.

FOREMAN TOOK OVER THE CASE AT RAY'S REQUEST AFTER RAY DISMISSED
HIS FIRST LAWYER, ARTHUR HANES. HANES HAD SIGNED A CONTRACT ON RAY'S
BEHALF WITH AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE TO WRITE A BOOK ABOUT THE
KILLING, WITH HANES GETTING 30 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES.

WHEN FOREMAN TOOK OVER, HE CHANGED THE AGREEMENT so THAT WOULD
RECEIVE 60 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES.

RAY CONTENDED THAT HE WAS ADVISED TO PLEAD GUILTY BY FOREMAN so
THAT INFORMATION ABOUT THE CASE WOULD NOT BE MADE PUBLIC IN OPEN
COURT AT THE FULLSCALE TRIAL, THUS ASSURING THE EXCLUSIVE NATURE OF
THE BOOK.

U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE L. CLURE MORTON DENIED RAY'S MOTION FOR

A HEARING ON WHETHER HIS PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY. MORTON AGREED WITH THE
STATE AND CITED THE PLEA RECORD. IN ACCEPTING THE ORIGINAL PLEA,
JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE QUESTIONED RAY THOROUGHLY AND THE DEFENDANT
SAID HIS PLEA WAS KNOWLEDGEABLE AND VOLUNTARY.

UPI 06-03 11:07 AED
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NASHVILLE, TENN. (UPI) -- AN ATTORNEY FOR JAMES EARL RAY SAID
TODAY HIS CLIENT WAS SET UP AS THE "FALL GUY" TO TAKE THE BLAME FOR
THE SLAYING OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

ROBERT LIVINGSTON, OF MEMPHIS, SAID RAY WAS WILLING TO TAKE A LIE
DETECTOR TEST TO BACK UP HIS CLAIM THAT HE DID NOT ASSASSINATE THE
CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER,

LIVINGSTON'S COMMENTS WERE IN A TAPED INTERVIEW BROADCAST ON THE
STAN SIEGEL SHOW ON WLAC TV,

LIVINGSTON SAID HE GOT HIS INFORMATION FROM A MAN SEEKING TO GAIN
IMMUNITY FOR THE REAL KILLER.

LIVINGSTON SAID THE MAN WHO SHOT KING WAS A HIRED KILLER WHO WAS

TO BE PAID $250,000. LIVINGSTON SAID THE MAN ACTUALLY WAS PAID
$100,000, AND THAT HE BELIEVES HE IS STILL IN THE COUNTRY.

UPI 05-24 01:06 PED
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ENPRIS, TENN. (UPI) -- JAMES EARL RAY'S ATTORNEY HOPES THE U.S.
SUPREME COURT WILL DECIDE BY JULY WHETHER THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN OF

MARKIN LUTHER KING JR. WILL GET A HEARTING THAT COULD LEAD TO A NEW

TRIAL
THE 6TH U.S. CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS MAS ALREADY RULED IN FAVOR

OF THE HEARING FOR RAY, WHO SAYS HE WAS COERCED INTO PLEADING GUILTY
IN THE AT 1968, SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER. RAY IS
SERV ING 99 YEARS IN THE STATE PRISON AT NASHVILLE, TENN.

TENNESSEE OFFICIALS APPEALED THE CIRCUIT COURT'S RULING TO THE
Murkm

SUPRENE COURT, AND RAY'S. ATTORNEY, ROBERT I. LIVINGSTON, SAID

THURSDAY HE HOPES THE HIGH COURT WILL RULE WITHIN TWO MONTHS.

IF THE SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS THE CIRCUIT COURT'S DECISION, RAY

WOULD BE ALLOWED TO PRESENT EVIDENCE IN AN EFFORT TO PROVE HE WAS

COERCED INTO THE GUILTY PLEA. THE HEARING WOULD BE HELD IN MEMPHIS.

"WE FEEL THE APPEALS COURT'S OPINION IS so STRONG THAT THE SUPREME

COURT IS GOING TO DENY THE STATE'S WRIT OF CERTIORARY, SAID

LIVINGSTON, RAY'S CHIEF TENNESSEE COUNSEL.

"UT HOPE IT WILL TAKE PLACE BRETWEEN NOW AND THE FIRST OF JULY AND

WE HOPE TO HAVE THE EVIDENCIARY HEARING IN JULY AS SOON AS U.S.

DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE CAN GET TO IT, at LIVINGSTON SAID.

PAY ALSO CONTENDS THE ADVERSE CONDITIONS IN WHICH HE WAS KEPT

DURING VIS EIGHT MONTHS AT THE SHELBY COUNTY JAIL DID NOT ALLOW HIS

"FREE AND VOLUNTARY* DECISION TO CONFESS MARCH 10, 1969 - HIS 41ST

BIRTHDAY.
PRISONERS TELL ME THEY CALL IT *A TANK,

* * LIVINGSTON SAID. "RAY

WAS KEPT THERE WITH NO NATURAL LIGHT, UNDER THE WATCH OF CIRCUIT

TELEVISION CAMERAS AND WITH TWO GUARDS IN THE ROOM FOR EIGHT MONTHS.

"A MAN CAN'T MAKE A RATIONAL, INTELLIGENT DECISION UNDER THOSE

CIRCUMSTANCES, LIVINGTON SAID.
INSPECTOR 8.3. SMITH, OF THE SHELBY COUNTY JAIL, FLATLY DENIED

LIVINGSTON'S ACCUSATION THAT "A BLOCK is CURRENTLY USED AS A
PUNISHMENT CELL FOR PRISONERS.

"IT's NOT USED FOR PUNISHMENT, SMITH SAID. "IT'S A MAXIMUM

SECURITY SECTION.
"THERE ARE FIVE PEOPLE IN THERE NOW, SMITH SAID. "TWO OF THEM ARE

THERE BECAUSE THEY REQUESTED TO BE IN THERE. IT'S AIR CONDITIONED FOR

ONE THING -- AND IT ALSO HAS LESS NOISE.
UPI 05-17 06:33 AED
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RAY 3-16
NASHVILLE, TENN. (UPI) -- A HEARING WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO A NEW

TREAL FOR THE CONVICTED ASSASSIN OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS

TRANSFERRED TO FEDERAL COURT AT MEMPMIS FRIDAY BECAUSE MOST OF THE

WITNESSES ARE FROM THAT AREA,

JUDGE L. CLURE MORTON SAID ALL FURTHER PROCEEDINGS IN THE CASE

INVOLVING JAMES EARL RAY'S CHARGES THAT HE WAS COERCED INTO PLEADING

GUILTY WOULD BE HEARD IN MEMPHIS, "BECAUSE MOST OF THE WITNESSES ARE

FROM SNELBY COUNTY,
THE 6TH U.S. CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS HAS ORDERED AN EVIDENTIARY

HEARING INTO CHARGES BY RAY THAT HE WAS TALKED INTO PLEADING GUILTY

BY TWO OF HIS FORMER ATTORNEYS, ARTHUR MANES OF BIRMINGNAM AND PERCY

FO EMAN OF DALLAS, AND ALABAMA AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE.

"I THINK WE GOT SHAKTED, SAID ROBERT LIVINGSTON OF MEMPHIS, ONE

OTHRAY'S ATTORNEYS.
03-10 03:43 AED
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RAY 3-6
HIS, TENN. (UPI) -- A FEDERAL JUDGE TUESDAY DISMISSED A CIVIL

DAMAGE SUIT FILED BY THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR, ON THE REQUEST OF THE PLAINTIFF.

U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE HARRY W. WELLFORD GRANTED THE REQUEST BY JAMES

EARL RAY, WHO IS NOW SERVING 99 YEARS IN JAIL FOR THE ASSIASSINATION,
AFTER THE JUDGE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM RAY MONDAY.

WELLFORD MAD ALREADY DISMISSED TWO OF RAY'S CLAIMS IN THE SUIT
WHICH ACCUSED AUTHOR CEROLD FRANK AND PUBLISHER DOUBLEDAY & CO.,
INC., OF NEW YORK, OF LIBELING RAY IN THE BOOK ENTITLED "AN AMERICAN

DEA TH.
THE THIRD CLAIM, FOR WHICH RAY REQUESTED A DISMISSAL, INCLUDE

RAY's EARLIER CONTENTION THAT DOUBLEDAY "FRAUDULENTLY" ACQUIRED RAY'S
PERSONAL P ROPERTY OR EVIDENCE THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN HELPFUL TO HIS
DEFENSE IN THE MURDER CASE.

UPI 03-06 12:32 AED
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MEMF IS, TENN. (UPI) -- A FEDERAL JUDGE TUESDAY DISMISSED A CIVIL
A MAGE SUIT FILED BY THE CO-iESSED ASSASSIN OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
R. CN THE REQST OF THE PLAINTIFF.

U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE HARRY W. WELLFORD GRANTED THE REQUEST BY JAMES
EARL RAY, WHO IS NOW SZRVING 99 YEARS IN JAIL FOR THE ASSIASSINATION,

AFTERTHE JUDGE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM RAY MONDAY.
WELLFORD HAD ALREADY DISMISSED TWO OF PAY'S CLAIMS IN THE SUIT

W:'CiH ACCUSED AUTHOR GEROLD FRANK AND PUBLISHER DOUBLEDAY & CO.,
INC . OF NEW YORK, OF LIBELING RAY IN THE BOOK ENTITLED "AN AMERICAN

TiE THIRD CLAIM, FOR WHICH RAY REQUESTED A DISMISSAL, INCLUDED
RAY'S EARLIER CONTENTION THAT DOUBLEDAY "FRAUDULENTLY" ACQUI RED RAY'S
PERSONAL ?FPERTY OR EVIDENCE THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN HELPFUL TO HIS

EF'ENS IN THE MURDER CASE.
UPI 03-06 12:32 AED
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MEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) -- A FEDERAL JUDGE TUESDAY DISMISSED A CIVIL
DAMAGE SUIT FILED BY THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING
JR. ON THE REQUEST OF THE PLAINTIFF.

U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE HARRY W. WELLFORD GRANTED THE REQUEST BY JAMES

EARL RAY, WHO IS NOW SERVING 99 YEARS IN JAIL FOR THE ASSIASSINATION,
AFTER THE JUDGE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM RAY MONDAY.

WELLFORD HAD ALREADY DISMISSED TWO OF RAY'S CLAIMS IN THE SUIT
WHICH ACCUSED AUTHOR GEROLD FRANK AND PUBLISHER DOUBLEDAY & CO.,
INC OF NEW YORK, OF LIBELING RAY IN THE BOOK ENTITLED "AN AMERICAN

DEA TH."
THE THIRD CLAIM, FOR WHICH RAY REQUESTED A DISMISSAL, INCLUDED

RAY'S EARLIER CONTENTION THAT DOUBLEDAY "FRAUDULENTLY" ACQUIRED RAY'S
PERSONAL PROPERTY OR EVIDENCE THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN HELPFUL TO HIS
DEFENSE IN THE MURDER CASE.

UPI 03-06 12:32 AED
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(RAY)
NASHVILLE, TENN. (UPI) ..THE STATE or TENNESSEE WILL ASK THE

SUPREME COURT LATER THIS MONTH TO REVERSE A RULING GRANTING JAMES
ARL RAY A HEARING WHICH COULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL.

ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY MAILE, CALLING RAY A

PUBLICITY HOUND,
" SAID FRIDAY THE STATE WOULD TILE THE APPEAL WITHIN

30 DAYS. THE HEARING WAS GRANTED EARLIER THIS YEAR BY THE 6TH U.S.
CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS.

THE (RAY) STOOD UP AND SAID HE WAS GUILTY TWO, THREE TIMES IN OPEN

COIRT-TNAT OUGHT TO BE ENOUGH SAID HAILE. HE SAID THE SUPREME

COURT MAY RULE WHETHER OR NOT TO HEAR THE APPEAL AT THE END OF ITS
TERM.

RAY WAS SENTENMSJUDYM 99 YEARS IN PRISON IN MARCH, 196, FOR THE
SNIPER S LAYING OF CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. ON AI
HEMPHIS MO TEL BALCONY. HE IS BEING HELD IN THE STATE PRISON HERE.

UPI 03-02 11:19 AED
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(RAY)
ASHVILLE, TEN. · Ms. DISTRICT COURT DCE L. CLURE

KAS THROWN OUT 1500,000 LAWSUIT FILED D JAMES EARL RAY,

CONVICTED ASSASSIN 07 DR. PARTIN LITTLER KIVO 3R.
SAID RAY'S COMPANINT THAT HIS SOLITARY CONFINEMENT IN THE

TENNESSEE STATE PRISON HERE WAS AFFECTING HIS HEALTH MAD BEEN

PREVIOUSLY REJECTED IN ANOTHER CASE TN FEDERAL COURT.

ANO THEN ISSUE IN THE CASE, IN WITCH RAY SOUGHT $500,000 DAMAGES

FROM CORRECTIONS COMMISSIONER MARK LUTTRELL AND OTHER STATE

OFFICIALS, WAS RAY'S OBJECTION TO A PROPOSED TRANSFER TO THE FEDERAL

PRISON SYSTEM.
OR TON RULED JAN. #2 THAT HE DID NOT RAVE AUTHORITY TO INTERFERE

WITH THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE PENAL SYSTEM, IN THE ABSENCE OF

ALLEGATIONS THAT TAY'S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS WERE BEING VIOLATED.
THE THIRD ISSUE IN THE CASE WAS RAY'S CONTENTION THAT HIS

ATTORNEYS, PARTICULARLY PERCY FOREMAN, SOLD HIM OUT FOR FINANCIAL
CAIN IN URGING HIM TO PLEAD GUILTY IN 1963,

MORTON SAID THOSE ALLEGATIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED AT A HEARING
ORDERED BY THE SIXTH U. S. CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS RECENTLY.

UPI 02-09 10:50 AED
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TEMPHIS, TENN. (UPI) - JAMES EARL RAY, CONFESSED ASSASSIN OF
MARTIN LITTHER KING, WILL TAKE THE STAND AT AN EVIDENTIARY HEARING IN
A "PERSONAL CONFRONTATION* WITH ATTORNEY PERCY FOREMAN, ONE OF RAY'S

PRESENT A TTORNEYS SAID TUESDAY,
THE U.S. CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS RULED TUESDAY RAY DESERVED THE

SPECIAL HEARING IN NASHVILLE FEDERAL COURT DUE TO FINANCIAL LINKS
CEMINTED BETWEEN RAY AND FOREMAN THE NIGHT BEFORE RAY PLEADED GUILTY
TO THE SLAYING,

*WE CONTEND THAT THE SO-CALLED GUILTY PLEA WAS NOT FREELY AND
VOLUN TARTLY GIVEN, ATTORNEY ROBERT I. LIVINGSTON SAID,

RAY HAS CLAIMED SINCE THE DAY AFTER HIS GUILTY PLEA, MADE MARCH

10, 196.9, THAT HE WAS "COERCED" INTO THE PLEA BY FOREMAN'S LURE OF
DECREASED ATTORNEY FEES FOR DEFENDING RAY,

"RAY WILL HAVE TO TAKE THE STAND, # LIVINGSTON SAID, "IT WILL BE A

PERSONAL CONFRONTATION OF JAMES EARL DAY AND PERCY FOREMAN TO

DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE GUILTY PLZA WAS FREE AND VOLUNTARY AND

WHETHER HE (RAY) HAD FREE CONTROL OF HIS FACULTIES AND WHETHER THERE

WERE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST INVOLVING PERCY FOREMAN AND OTHER

INDIVIDUALS, LIVINGSTON SAID.
LIVINGSTON SAID RAY'S DEFENSE INTENDS TO SUBMIT AT THE HEARING

LETTER ON FOREMAN'S LETTERHEAD THAT OUTLINED A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT TO

BE EFFECTIVE SHOULD RAY CONFESS TO THE APRIL 12g 1968, SLAYING OF THE

CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER AT THE LORRAINE HOTEL.
"FERCY FOREMAN'S GOT THIS MAN ALL TIED UP IN CONTRACTS THAT IF HE

(RAY) HAD ANY HOPE OF MAKING MONEY OUT OF BOOKS OR TELEVISION OR

ANY THING ELSE FOREMAN WOULD GET ANY PROCEEDS.
*THIS SEEMS TO BE A CLEAR CONFLICT OF INTEREST ON THE PART OF

RAY'S ATTO ANEY (FOREMAN)," LIVINGS SAID.
LIVINGSTON SAID RAY'S CURRENT DEFENSE ATTORNEYS WOULD CONTEND THAT

RAY*S CONTAINMENT AT THE SKELBY COUNTY JAIL FOR EIGHT MONTHS BEFORE

HIS TRIAL MADE RAY A VICTIM OF CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT "LIKE NO
PRISONES IN THE HISTORY OF TENNESSEE HAS EVER SEEN,"

"WE CONTEND MR. RAY WAS NOT ABLE TO MAKE AN INTELLIGENT AND
RATIONAL DECISION IN THE PLEA OF GUTTITY.

"HE WAS PLACED FOR EIGHT MONTHS IN THIS IRON VAULT THE SHERIFF
EPARED FOR HIM AND HE DID NOT EVEN SEE THE SUN RISE FOR EIGHT SOLID

MDWTHS BECAUSE THERE WERE NO WINDOWS IN HIS CELL.
THE CELL WAS EQUIPPED WITH CLOSED CIRCUIT TV OBSERVING HIS EVERY

MOVE. ARMED GUARDS IN THE CELL WERE WITH HIM AT ALL TIMES. THERE WESE

MX CROP MONES IN THE CELL WHERE ME COULDN'T EVEN CONFER WITH HIS
ATTORNEY WITHOUT THE FEAR OF BEING RECORDED.

UPI 01-29 10:11 PED
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DAY LD

BY FRED L. SEDANI.
NASHVILLE, TENN. (UPI) ... ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL WILLIAMH. MAILE SAID TUESDAY HE DOESN'T THINK A SPECIAL MEARING ORDERED BY

THE U.S. 6TH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS WILL AFFECT THE CONVICTION OF
JAMES EARL RAY FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR"IT LOOKS LIKE ME MAY HAVE A HEARING, BUT I DOUBT IF IT WOULD HAVE
ANY EFFECT ON THE OUTCOME OF RAY'S TRIAL, IN WHICH HE PLEADED GUILTY
AND RECEIVED A 99-YEAR PRISON SENTENCE, SAID HAILE.

*THE GUY S TOOD up IN OPEN COURT AND REPEATEDLY ADMITTED KILLING
MARTIN LITTLER KING UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES THAT WARRANT A CONVICTION FOR
FIRST-de DEGREE MURDE, HAILE SAID.

THE FEDERAL APPEALS COURT IN CINCINNATI TUESDAY ORDERED AN
EVI DENTIARY HEARING FOR RAY BECAUSE OF THE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
BETWEEN RAY AND HIS ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, THAT PRECEDED HIS GUILTY

PLEA.
OUR CONTEND THAT THE SO-CALLED GUILTY PLEA WAS NOT FREELY AND

VOLINTARILY GIVEN, SAID RAY'S PRESENT ATTORNEY, ROBERT I.
LIVINGSTON. SAY HAS CONTENDED THAT HE WAS "COERCED" INTO THE PLEA BY
FOREMAN'S LURE OF FINANCIAL CAIN.

*PERCY FOREMAN'S GOT THIS MAN SO TIED UP IN CONTRACTS THAT IF ME

(RAY) HAD ANY HOPE OF MAKING MONEY OUT OF BOOKS OR TELEVISION OR

ANYTHING ELSE, FOREMAN WOULD GET ANY PROCEEDS, SAID LIVINGSTON, WHO

ADDED THAT A NEW TRIAL WOULD FEATURE A "PERSONAL CONFRONTATION*
BETWEEN RAY AND FOREMAN.

NAILE SAID HE DIDN'T THINK RAY WOULD FARE ANY BETTER IN A NEW

TRIAL BECAUSE THE TRIAL EVIDENCE AGAINST HIM IN THE APRIL 499 1968,
SLAYING OF KING AT MEMPHIS, TENN., WAS "REALLY OVERWHELMING.

"ANY BODY WHO READS THAT RECORD CAN'T COME AWAY BUT FEELING THAT HE
(RAY) IS GUILTY, 12 SAID HAILE.

HE SAID RAY'S FINGERPRINTS WERE ON THE MURDER WEAPON AND STRANDS
OF HIS HAIR WERE FOUND IN THE ROOM FROM WHICH THE FATAL SHOTS WERE
FY 100. "HE SIGNED THE 57-PARAGRAPH STIPULATION AND ADMITTED PULLING
THE TRIGGER. I BELIEVE HE ACTED ALONE.

ASKED IF HI THOUGHT U.S. DISTRICT COURT COULD ORDER A FULL-SCALE
TRIAL, HAILE REPLIED:

"I DON'T SEE ANY WAY UNLESS PERCY FOREMAN CAME IN HERE AND SAID,
'YEAK, I BEAT HIM EVERY DAY BEFORE BREAKFAST AND TOLD HIM HE WOULD GO

TO TNS ELECTRIC CHAIR IF HE DIDN'T PLEAD GUILTY'.
UPI 01-30 02:11 AED
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TayAppads
Convictionin
King Murder

' A=oclated Press

James Earl Ray, convicted killer of
civil rights leader Dr. 1artin Luther
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court
yesterday to review his case, claiming
he was "set up to take the rap for a
crime he didn'tcommit."

Ray's appeal said he was 'framed
by the FBI and local police. and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead
guilty against his will."

James H. Lesar, the Washington at
torney representing Ray. wrote in ask
n the court to review Ray's
conviction: "The charge is that those
who did kill Dr. King are still at
arge. protected in part by the unwill

4 Ingness of the courts to face these un- A
pleasant facts.

The petition did not mention an in
vestigation recently begun by the
House into the assassinations of.King
and President Kennedy.

King was killed by a rifle blast as The Washington Post

he stood on a motel balcony in i1em- Washington Star-News
phis in 1 Daily News (New York)

Ray was arrested in London and
brought back to the United States to The New York Times

4 i stand trial. He pleaded guilty. The Wall Street Journal
In his petition, Ray, now an inmate The National Observer

* serving a life term in the Tennessee
state penitentiary, said a shorough r The Los Angeles Times
view of his conviction is needed be
cause potential conflicts of interest

4. between two of his attorneys denied 10/9/76
. him "effective assistance of counsel." Date

Ray was represented orizinally by at
torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-
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Ray Appeals
Conviction in
King Murder

Associated Press

James Earl Ray, convicted killer of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., asked the Supreme Court

yesterday to review his case. claiming
he was "set up to take the rap for a
crime he didn't commit."

Ray's appeal said he was "framed

by the FBI and local police. and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead
guilty against his will."

James H. Lesar, the Washington at-

torney representing Ray. wrote in ask-

ing the court to review Ray's
conviction: "The charge is that those
who did kill Dr. King are still at
large. protected in part by the unwill-

ingness of the courts to face these un- 2

pleasant facts.
The petition did not mention an in-

vestigation recently begun by the
House into the assassinations of King
and President Kennedy.

King was killed by a rifle blast as The Washington Post

be stood on a motel balcony in Mem- A-2
Washington Star-News

phis in 1968.

Ray was arrested in London and Daily News (New York)

brought back to the United States to The New York Times

stand trial. He pleaded guilty. The Wall Street Journal
In his petition, Ray, now an inmate

serving a life term in the Tennessee
The National Observer

state penitentiary, said a thorough IC The Los Angeles Times

view of his conviction is needed be-

cause potential conflicts of interest
between two of his attorneys denied
him "effective assistance of counsel." Date 10/9/76
Ray was represented originally by at-
torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-
man.
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Just before it closed up work until the 95th Congress that police officers, familiar Training
shop for the year, the House convenes in January. Rich- with weaponst could have Telephone Rm.of Representatives created ard A. Sprague, of Philadel- seen the words "Made in Director Sec'a select committee to inves- phia, an experienced Italy Cal. 6.5," and readtigate the assassinations of federal prosecutor, has them as "7.65 Mauser." e
John F. Kennedy and Mar. signed on as chief investi- Question volvitin LutherKing. On balance gator. No one expects the rifle, the "miracle bullet,"- on very close balance - inquiry to be completed in and the autopsy findings arethe venture may prove a the next three months. By the relatively easy quesusefulundertaking. voting 280-65 to authorize tions. Downing's committeeEspecially in the case of the investigation, the House wants to explore the tanKennedy, and to a lesser ex- implicitly promised to gled, shadowy trail oftent in the case of King, renew its approval next events over a span of threeunanswered questions year. So the committee will years preceding ,theabound. These are questions have time difd money to November day. Who wasof pervasive public interest. make a responsible quest. Lee Harvey Oswald?' WhoNearly 13 years havepassed What are they searching was he really? How mapy

Dallas; more than eight for? Says Downing, with Oswalds were floating
years have passed since disarming simplicity, "the around? Out of the mists of
King was slain in Memphis. truth." He is satisfied that conspiracy and intrigue
The questions may be unan- the origmal commission o arsingot Bay f P skswerable. But if the House Kennedy's assassination, waddrtesqoute BaofiPiigsinvestigators cannot tie up headed by the late. Chief grotesque possibilities
all the loose ends, they may Justice Earl Warren, never emerge.allthelose ndstey ayThe truth may nvrbebe able to settle some of the found the truth. For reasons y never
doubts. Ittis wortha try that remain unclear to this found. Downing recognizes

TheHouse committee will day, the commission's staff that discouraging prospect;
be Hde bycongrttesm never cleared up doubts that he recognizes, too, that itbe headed by Congressman arose at the time; the War- may be impossible ever toThomas N. Downing of Vir- investigators obviously satisfy the conspiracy cult The Washington Postginia. I happen to have wren unable to examine evi that has swarmed around, Washington Star-Newsknown Tom Downing for 30 Bec hthseaiedvlpdeinthe Kennedy assassination.a. Heis a manof excep- e the ghas developed In thewhole ofthe Washing- Daily News (New York)

m egrity and com- ton fruitcake, there are no The New York Timesmon sense. He is not alto- Some of the questions go nuttier nuts than the Kenne* The Wall Street Journalgether unbiased in the directly to events that dynuts. The National Observermatter of Kennedy's assas- November day in Dallas.
sinatin. "I am convinced," For one example, what kind What troubles me ib the The Los Angeles Times
he says, "that there was a of rifle was found on the precedent this select com
conspiracy involved." But sixth floor of the Textbook mittee may set. Legislative
Downiig is perhaps as Depository Building? The committees have no author
unbiased as any person who rifle officially identified as ity to function as grand Date
has become fascinated by the murder weapon, now in juries. Their only authority
the Kennedy mystery. the National Archives, is a is to investigate in areas of
Downing is a lawyer, a for- Mannlicher Carcano, a 6.5 specific legislative interest.
mer judge, a low-profile Italian carbine. You can in- The sole purpose of thisveteran of 18 years in the spect it yourself. Yet the investigation is to satisfy aHouse. He is retiring at the gun first identified in the gnawing national curiosity.end of this term, and has no Dallas press was a 7.65 bolt I have not supposed this topolitical interest to pro- action Mauser. The three be a function of the legislamote. officers who found the gun Live branch, but it may betowning's 12-member have confirmed that identi- captious to complain-0offcommittee will have a bud- fication in statements under ward, Downing! And leavegt $150,000 to finance its oath. It seems incredible no stone unturned.
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Just before it closed up work until the 95th Congress that police officers, familiar Training

shop for the year, the House convenes in January. Rich- with weapons, could have Telephone Rm.of Representatives created ard A. Sprague, of Philadel-
a select committee to inves-

seen the words "Made in Director Sec'yphia, an experienced
tigate the assassinations of Italy Cal. 6.5," and readfederal prosecutor, has
John F. Kennedy and Mar- them as "7.65 Mauser." notasigned on as chief investi-tin Luther King. On balance Questions involving the

gator. No one expects the
on very close balance rifle, the "miracle bullet,"inquiry to be completed in

the venture may prove a
and the autopsy findings are Hellophoffthe next three months. Byuseful undertaking.
the relatively easy ques-voting 280-65 to authorize

Especially in the case of the investigation, the House
tions. Downing's committee

Kennedy, and to a lesser ex-
wants to explore the tan-implicitly promised totent in the case of King,
gled, shadowy trail ofrenew its approval next

unanswered questions
events over a span of three

year. So the committee will
abound. These are questions

years preceding thehave time and money toof pervasive public interest.
November day. Who wasmake a responsible quest. Lee Harvey Oswald?' WhoNearly 13 years have passed

since Kennedy was slain in What are they searching was he really? How many
Dallas; more than eight for? Says Downing, with "Oswalds" were floating
years have passed since disarming simplicity, "the around? Out of the mists of
King was slain in Memphis. truth." He is satisfied that conspiracy and intrigue
The questions may be unan- the original commission on arising from the dark
swerable. But if the House Kennedy's assassination, waters of the Bay of Pigs,

investigators cannot tie up
headed by the late Chief grotesque possibilities
Justice Earl Warren, never emerge.all the loose ends, they may

be able to settle some of the found the truth. For reasons The truth may never be
that remain unclear to this found. Downing recognizesdoubts. It is worth a try.

The House committee will day, the commission's staff that discouraging prospect;
be headed by Congressman

never cleared up doubts that he recognizes, too, that it
Thomas N. Downing of Vir- arose at the time; the War- may be impossible ever to

ginia. I happen to have ren investigators obviously satisfy the conspiracy cult The Washington Post
were unable to examine evi- that has swarmed aroundknown Tom Downing for 30 Washington Star-News A-13
dence that has developed in the Kennedy assassination.

years. He is a man of excep-
tional integrity and com- the ensuing years.

In the whole of the Washing- Daily News (New York)

ton fruitcake, there are no The New York Times
mon sense. He is not alto- Some of the questions ga nuttier nuts than the Kenne- The Wall Street Journalgether unbiased in the directly to events that dynuts.matter of Kennedy's assas- November day in Dallas. The National Observer
sination. "I am convinced," For one example, what kind What troubles me is the The Los Angeles Times
he says, "that there was a of rifle was found on the precedent this select com-
conspiracy involved." But sixth floor of the Textbook mittee may set. Legislative
Downing is perhaps as Depository Building? The committees have no author-
unbiased as any person who rifle officially identified as ity to function as grand Date 10-12-76
has become fascinated by the murder weapon, now in juries. Their only authority
the Kennedy mystery. the National Archives, is a is to investigate in areas of
Downing is a lawyer, a for- Mannlicher Carcano, a 6.5 specific legislative interest.
mer judge, a low-profile Italian carbine. You can in- The sole purpose of this
veteran of 18 years in the spect it yourself. Yet the investigation is to satisfy a
House. He is retiring at the gun first identified in the gnawing national curiosity.
end of this term, and has no Dallas press was a 7.65 bolt I have not supposed this to
political interest to pro- action Mauser. The three be a function of the legisla-mote. officers who found the gun tive branch, but it may be

Downing's 12-member have confirmed that identi- captious to complain. On-
committee will have a bud- fication in statements under ward, Downing! And leave
8% of $150,000 to finance its oath. It seems incredible no stone unturned.
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FullInquiry Vowed on JFK, King
..-n--: gepBy Mary Russell A Senate select intelligence commit

Washington Post sfwriter tee report recently revealed that the
Richard Sprague, sworn in yester- Warren Commission was not told of

day as the acting counsel and director attempts by the CIA to assassinate
of the House select committee investi- Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro.
gating the assassinations of John F. There have been other revelations
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr., that the FBI destroyed a note from
promised that "no document" and "no Lee Harvey Oswald. In King's death,
witness" would be beyond the reach Frank C. Holloman, the Memphis po
of his investigation into the murder of lice chief and a former FBI official,
the two American leaders. pulled off King's black security guard

Sprague said the committee had and transferred two firemen from a
given him virtually carte blanche to station across the street from where
look into the Kennedy and King King was killed on the day of King's
deaths. death.

House committee chairman Thomas Sprague said he would conduct the
Downing confirmed that the commit- investigaions of the King and Kenrsdytee members would retain only the deaths simultaneously. He refused toright to "veto" Sprague's actions, but put a deadline on the investigations,
would not interfere with his investiga- saying he would have to go back to
tion and were giving him total control witnesses many times and it could take
of hiring and firing staff. a "space of years."

Sprague, 51, built a reputation as a The select committee, formed onlydetermined prosecutor when . we a few weeks ago, dies at the end ofserved as assistant district attorney in the year and must be reconstituted atPhiladelphia from 1958 to 1974. He the beginning of the next Congress inwon convictions in more than 60 first January.,degree murder cases, losing only one. R
He is best known for the conviction of ep. Henry Gonzelez (D-Tex) is ex
United Mine Workers president W. A. pected to be the new committee chair
(Tony) Boyle in the murder of Joseph man. Downing is retiring from Con
Yablonski, a union opponent. gress at the end of the year.

Sprague said yesterday he was ask- Sprague, who is now in the pritate
ing immediately that a meeting be set practice of law, said he would be paid
up between himself and the heads of the top salary for a congressional
the Justice Department, the FBI and staff person, about $38,000 or $39,C00.
the CIA. * The Wall Street Journal

ua 1, L. ll.-1J He said if the CIAL or FBI at-. The National Observer
r Assoc ated r e~s tempted to withhold material, he

Richard Sprague answers reporters' questions after hoped Congress would be asked to
being sworn in as counsel in assassination inquiry. back up the committee with contempt
'With him Del. Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.) and Rep, courts."o.h
Thomas Downing (D-Va.), House committee chairman. Sprague emphasized that he was Date

"entering the investigation with a
completely open mind," and added, "I
start assuming nothirng i start from
ground zero."

He said he would attempt to find
out who did the killings, what individ
uals were involved and whether "any I `
individual or agency attempted to
thwt" the investigations.
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Full Inquiry Vowed on JFK, King
By Mary Russell A Senate select intelligence commit-

Washington Post Staff Writer tee report recently revealed that the
Richard Sprague, sworn in yester- Warren Commission was not told of

day as the acting counsel and director attempts by the CIA to assassinate
of the House select committee investi- Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro.
gating the assassinations of John F. There have been other revelations
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr., that the FBI destroyed a note from
promised that "no document" and "no Lee Harvey Oswald. In King's death,
witness" would be beyond the reach Frank C. Holloman, the Memphis po-
of his investigation into the murder of lice chief and a former FBI official,
the two American leaders. pulled off King's black security guard

Sprague said the committee had and transferred two firemen from a
given him virtually carte blanche to station across the street from where
look into the Kennedy and King King was killed on the day of King's
deaths. death.

House committee chairman Thomas Sprague said he would conduct the
Downing confirmed that the commit- investigaions of the King and Kennedytee members would retain only the deaths simultaneously. He refused to
right to "veto" Sprague's actions, but put a deadline on the investigations,
would not interfere with his investiga- saying he would have to go back to
tion and were giving him total control witnesses many times and it could take
of hiring and firing staff. a "space of years."

Sprague, 51, built a reputation as a The select committee, formed onlydetermined prosecutor when we a few weeks ago, dies at the end of
served as assistant district attorney in the year and must be reconstituted at
Philadelphia from 1958 to 1974. He the beginning of the next Congress in
won convictions in more than 60 first January.
degree murder cases, losing only one.
He is best known for the conviction of Rep. Henry Gonzelez (D-Tex) is ex-

United Mine Workers president W. A. pected to be the new committee chair-

(Tony) Boyle in the murder of Joseph
man. Downing is retiring from Con-

Yablonski, a union opponent. gress at the end of the year.

Sprague said yesterday he was ask- Sprague, who is now in the private
ing immediately that a meeting be set practice of law, said he would be paid
up between himself and the heads of the top salary for a congressional
the Justice Department, the FBI and staff person, about $38,000 or $39,000.
the CIA. The Wall Street Journal

He said if the CIA or FBI at- The National Observer
Associated Press tempted to withhold material, he

The Los Angeles Times
Richard Sprague answers reporters' questions after hoped Congress would be asked to

back up the committee with contempt
being sworn in as counsel in assassination inquiry. citations and "then we could go to the
With him Del. Walter Fauntroy (D.D.C.) and Rep. courts."
Thomas Downing (D-Va.), House committee chairman. Sprague emphasized that he was Date 10-8-76

"entering the investigation with a
completely open mind," and added, "I
start assuming nothing, I start from
ground zero." The WashingtonHe said he would attempt to find
out who did the killings, what individ- Post
uals were involved and whether "any
individual or agency attempted to A-14

Dobingthwart" the investigations.
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Lawyer Says He Thinks Ray
'Covering Up for Someone'

MEMPHIS, June 9 (AP)-One
of James Earl Ray's attorneys
said Thursady that he was con
vinced his client was not acting
alone in the 1968 slaying of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Robert I. Livingston said that
Mr. Ray's only hope for free
dom from a 99-year prison sen
tence was to tell all and hope
for executive clemency.

'Tm convinced he's covering
up for someone," Mr. L ing- (i
st said in a telephone

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date

FBI/DOJ
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Lawyer Says He Thinks Ray
'Covering Up for Someone'

MEMPHIS, June 9 (AP)-One andof James Earl Ray's attorneys
said Thursady that he was con-
vinced his client was not acting
alone in the 1968 slaying of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

that
Mr. free-
dom a sen-
tence hope

"I'm

Robert

executive

Ray's
from
was

convinced
someone,"

I.

to

only
Livingston

99-year

clemency.
tell

hope

he's

all
prison

and

for
said

Protein
for

covering
up for Mr. Living- Hellston Inter-said in a telephone
view.

BOROWICK (LAST

The Washington Post

Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times A20
The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

Date 6.1176

FBI/DOJ

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

.Assoc. Dir.
W. Dep.-A.D.-Adm.__

Asst. Dir.:
din. Serv.

rExt. AffairA

(Mount Clipping o Space Below) Gen. Inval FBI
/ Ident.

- Inspection
---- -- - - - - - -- --- -- --- - -- -- --Intell- -

Labraor -'The FBI And King Lgal Coon.
Pan. & Eval.

THERE IS NO QUESTION but that Levi has named Michael E. Shaheen, Sec. Inv.
~the full review of the FBI investigation of 1a former Mississippian, td retrace all FBI iTaining

the murder of Martin Luther King must activity in the King death through the ephone Rm.
be thorough and open. voluminous files in Washington and cer- Sec'y

The burden on Atty. Gen. Edward tain field offices, including the one in
Levi is heavy. He already is under criti- Memphis. Although the clamor for an out- (Indicate page, name of

cism from blacks for refusing to go out- side commission, including civil rights newspaper, city and state.)

side the Justice Department to find an in- leaders, to run such an inquiry is strong
quiry team. among blacks, Levi rejects this. Shaheen,

The suspicions are understandable. who has been in charge of overseeing se
Historically we in Memphis have seen curity and conduct within the Justice De- PAGE 4
such suspicion mount from the moment in - -
April, 1968, that King was shot while partment, should be a capable chief for
standing on a balcony of the Lorraine this job.
Motel. We watched as law-enforcement in- But if it takes somebody from out- - COMIERCIAL APPEAL
stantly snapped shut every source of side, looking over Shaheen's shoulder in
information, as agents of the Federal Bu- order to achieve full confidence in the in
reau of Investigation took command under quiry's outcome, so be it. The perception
a shield of "no comment." Even the ques- by blacks of misfeasance andlor mischief - MEMPHIS, TENN
tion of who had ordered "no comment" is as serious to the ultimate effectiveness
was met by "no comment." (of the FBI as would be the rpap-th

Many blaI leders already felt King must be throughly dispelled by an investi
,had been harassed by the FBI. Today we gation that leaves no unanswered

know that was so. The late J. Edgar Hoov- questions or room for dispute.
er, from his powerful position as FBI This issue must be resolved. The na
director, displayed hostility toward the tion should not have to keep rehashing
black civil rights leader. As one Justice assassinations years after the solutions
Department official now says, "Instances are supposed to have been found and jus
were found indicating that the FBI under- tice is supposed to have been done.
took a systematic program of harassment Blind and worshipful trust of the FBI
of Dr. King in order to discredit him and I is a thing of the past. But the people must
harm both him and the movement he led." be convinced it is telling the truth, and

That bitter fact still leads many black that its methods are above reproach.
people to question whether the FBI can be Date:
trusted to investigate itself in this matter, KELLEY AND Levi appear to be
and whether the U.S. attorney general can doing admirably in a difficult time. Edition:
tbe believed when he says the FBI is clean. But until black leaders are satisfied Author:

that is so, the necessary confidence in the Editor:MICHAEL GREHL
IT IS NOW EIGHT YEARS since law-enforcement arm of federal govern- Title:

King was murdered. Hoover is dead. The ment will not be strong enough. MURKIN
FBI has undergone much house-cleaning Persons rising to places of power
since the days of Watergate. The record often speak of taking on a job because it
of its present director, Clarence M. Kel- is challenging. None could be more chal- Character:
ley, is unsullied. Atty. Gen. Levi, too, has lenging that this one. or
proved that is is not politically beholden. c at

The day of attorneys general such as Rob- Submittin :
ertF. Kennedy and John Mitchell is past. Submitting office: MEMPHIS

It is vitally important that this nation Being Investigated
and all its people - white and black,
majority and minority - have confidence
in the Justice Department and the FBI.
We cannot do without them. They cannot
operate without public trust.

And that is why it is essential that
once and for all the Justice Department
,remove any doubts about possible FBI'conspiracy to defa=rmt,AKing, or to cover

VuD such action._
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THERE IS NO QUESTION but that Levi has named Michael E. Shaheen, Spec. Inv.
the full review of the FBI investigation of a former Mississippian, to retrace all FBI Training
the murder of Martin Luther King must activity in the King death through the Telephone Rm.
be thorough and open. voluminous files in Washington and cer- Director Sec'y

The burden on Atty. Gen. Edward tain field offices, including the one in
Levi is heavy. He already is under criti- Memphis. Although the clamor for an out- (Indicate page, name of
cism from blacks for refusing to go out- side commission, including civil rights newspaper, city and state.)
side the Justice Department to find an in- leaders, to run such an inquiry is strong
quiry team. among blacks, Levi rejects this. Shaheen,

The suspicions are understandable. who has been in charge of overseeing se-

Historically we in Memphis have seen curity and conduct within the Justice De- PAGE 4
such suspicion mount from the moment in
April, 1968, that King was shot while partment, should be a capable chief for Section G
standing on a balcony of the Lorraine this job.
Motel. We watched as law-enforcement in- But if it takes somebody from out- COMMERCIAL APPEAL
stantly snapped shut every source of side, looking over Shaheen's shoulder in
information, as agents of the Federal Bu- order to achieve full confidence in the in-
reau of Investigation took command under quiry's outcome, SO be it. The perception
a shield of "no comment." Even the ques- by blacks of misfeasance and/or mischief MEMPHIS, TENN
tion of who had ordered "no comment" is as serious to the ultimate effectiveness
was met by "no comment." of the FBI as would be the reality. Both

Many black leaders already felt King must be throughly dispelled by an investi-

had been harassed by the FBI. Today we gation that leaves no unanswered

know that was so. The late J. Edgar Hoov- questions or room for dispute.
er, from his powerful position as FBI This issue must be resolved. The na-

director, displayed hostility toward the tion should not have to keep rehashing
black civil rights leader. As one Justice assassinations years after the solutions

Department official now says, "Instances are supposed to have been found and jus-
were found indicating that the FBI under- tice is supposed to have been done.

took a systematic program of harassment Blind and worshipful trust of the FBI
of Dr. King in order to discredit him and is a thing of the past. But the people must

harm both him and the movement he led." be convinced it is telling the truth, and

That bitter fact still leads many black that its methods are above reproach.

people to question whether the FBI can be Date: MAy 2, 1976
trusted to investigate itself in this matter, KELLEY AND Levi appear to be Edition:
and whether the U.S. attorney general can doing admirably in a difficult time.
Ibe believed when he says the FBI is clean. But until black leaders are satisfied Author:

that is so, the necessary confidence in the Editor: MICHAEL GREHL
IT IS NOW EIGHT YEARS since law-enforcement arm of federal govern- Title:

King was murdered. Hoover is dead. The ment will not be strong enough. MURKIN
FBI has undergone much house-cleaning Persons rising to places of power
since the days of Watergate. The record often speak of taking on a job because it
of its present director, Clarence M. Kel- is challenging. None could be more chal- Character:

ley, is unsullied. Atty. Gen. Levi, too, has lenging that this one. or

proved that is is not politically beholden. Classification:
The day of attorneys general such as Rob-

Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
ert F. Kennedy and John Mitchell is past.

It is vitally important that this nation Being Investigated
and all its people - white and black,

majority and minority - have confidence

in the Justice Department and the FBI.

We cannot do without them. They cannot

operate without public trust.
And that is why it is essential that

once and for all the Justice Department
remove any doubts about possible FBI

conspiracy to do-liarmito King, or to cover

up-such action.
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The FBI secretly categor- The Senate investigators, Spec. Inv.
zed the late Martin Luther however, shied away from Training

ing Jr. as a "Communist" any firm conclusions on the Telephane Rm.
months before' it ever touchy issue of whether the
Itarted investigating him, late Attorney General Rob- Director 5 yy
he staff of the Senate intel- ert F. Kennedy was aware

ligence committee reported of the FBI's repeated bug

yesterday. ging of Kinq's hotel rooms
scribed as the FBI's "vicious
vendetta" against King, the "private activities."
102-page study disclosed The staff report said there
that the campaign to dis- is no evidence that Kennedy

1aed after his death in 1968 formed" of the microphones
ut also at a e hidden in King's hotel oud

The concertefundercover period. However, a Dec. s5,

scheme toehaaashihison Post

campaign a.T nst the slain 1m66, memo from the files of
cvlrights deader was first the FBI's, Dom£'btic Intelli

laid out at a Senate intelli- gence Dlivisiorpointed out
gee committeeT hearing that Kennedh Whad been fur

latc oNovember, buit yester- nished in 19f84 with a top se
day's report added stark de- crteih-aesm ryo

tails. -See KING, A24 Col. 1

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times_____
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

Date

Assoc. Dir,
0-19 (Rev. 5-5-75)

Dep, AD Adm

Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.

Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs

FBI Labeled King
Files, & Com.

Gen. my

Communistin 62
Ident.

Inspection
Intell.

Laboratory
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The FBI secretly categor- The Senate investigators, Spec. Inv.
ized the late Martin Luther however, shied away from Training
King Jr. as a "Communist" any firm conclusions on the

Telephone Rm.
months before' it ever touchy issue of whether the

Director Sec'ystarted investigating him, late Attorney General Rob-
the staff of the Senate intel- ert F. Kennedy was aware
ligence committee reported of the FBI's repeated bug- Peafmanyesterday.

Chronicling what it de- ging of King's hotel rooms
for information about his

scribed as the FBI's "vicious
vendetta" against King, the "private activities."

102-page study disclosed The staff report said there

that the campaign to dis- is no evidence that Kennedy

credit him not only contin- was ever "expressly in-

ued after his death in 1968 formed" of the microphones

but also included a proposed
hidden in King's hotel and

scheme to harass his widow. motel rooms over a two-year

The concerted undercover period. However. a Dec. 15,

campaign against the slain 1966, memo from the files of
the FBI's Domestic Intelli-civil rights %eader was first

laid out at a Senate intelli- gence Division pointed out

gence committee hearing that Kennedy had been fur-
nished in 1964 with a top se-

last November, but yester- cret, eight-page summary of
day's report added stark de-
tails. See KING, A24, Col. 1

The Washington Post A-1;A-24
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times
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RING, From Al In April, 1969, a year after ,nd' e at s The Senate allt ginrs1
the fruits of electronic ing assass Itor tosestal1'tke evide said they were "'iable to'
eavesroppisg o in goeL' bureau drafted aco t pla hat it ompQd by the corpotttee reach a conclusion concern
tiavtesdatt g ad ocl pa htin various es, 'Church. Ing the acouracy of the,tivtis t t~tllrd {oelforwarded to Was~hington also FIscagg bu~tein Washington, th iloi i h raui rprnWahno,the Hilton rwrd h to alompsz is chagrin 'FBI's charge abota the
Hawaiian Village ifn Hono- ,n the even ureau is at ihe Justice D artment's two' advisers. rport
Julu and the. Hyt ouse inclined to entertain inaction over the past year. noted FBI f" ontain
HotelA counter intelligence action Church acknowledged, information that Adviser Aoten o ngtel op-. against Coretta Scott King! that, prosecutibn of many'if-' land Adviser B `had beenThe wording of the top se- and/or the continuous pro-' cidents rIight be barred be-' members` of the (pmoiinistcret report to Kennedy, the jection of the public imaged as,o ieya tt~Prya o~p~"bfr
1966 FBI memo stated, was of Martin. Luther King ca'ue,of r e tives burthe' t Octobr 1962, bptrno afte
"couched in such a manner Hoover turned the pro- made plain dissatisfac- Ward. ' Ithat it is obvious that a mi- posal down in a reply memo tion with Attor ney General, The report added that thecrophone was the source" stating simply that "the bu- -Edward Levi's standard! FBI refused to poy de theAccording to the study, reau does not desire coun-, comment that the Justice, committee withltheba* $ar
:the effort to destroy King terintelligence action its charges on the giouridswas "marked by extreme against Coretta King of the that to do so "would nom1
personal vindictiveness," es-1 nature you suggest at this Department is still j promise informants of con-pecially on the part of the' time." "investigating." tinuing use to the bureau."
late FBI Director J. Edgar The FBI director, how- "Months ago, we began At the same time, there
Hoover. As early as Febru- ever, apparer ly was more turning over material to the was no indication in the re
ary, 1962, the report showed, receptive to an effort to Justice Department," port that the Senate com-IHoover, for reasons that are stop Congresf from declar- Church protested. "I am mittee staff secured the tes-.not entirely clear, jotted ing King's irthday a na- only aware that up to now 'timony of either Levison or'
down on an FBI memo that tional holiday. no indictments have been is- O'Dell in an effort to calrify,crossed his desk the conclu- Alerted that members of sued . . . an no criminal the issue. Lev on a semi-re
sion that "King is no good." the House Internal Security proceedings i itiated by any' tired New Yo k businessma-I

Some three months later, Committee might be con- agency again t anybody." nand civic 1 der publicly'
in May, 1962, the FBI in- tacting the bureau for a The FBI's mvestigation of stated in an. terview with
eluded King on a secret list briefing on King in light of King and the SCLC began The Washington Post last
-known as "Section A of the porposed holiday, the in October, 1962, as a so- December that he was the
the Reserve Index"-of indi- FBI's Crime Records Divi- called "Cominfil" inquiry. victim of "guilt by. associa
viduals who ':ere to be sion recommended such a An acronymn for Commu- tion"-cmpoundedl by allega
rounded up and detained in session because, a March 18, nist in filtration, the label tions of an ex-business asso
the event, ;of a national 1969, memo stated, the mem- was used to describe investi- ciates who falsely named
emergency. bers of Congress were in a gations of legitimate non- other persons as "secret

The bureau did not begin position to keep the bill bot- Communist organizations Communists" in order to
an investigation of alleged tied up if "they realize King that the FBI believed to be clear himself.
Communist influences on was a scoundr 1." influenced by Communist The Senate staff report
King or his Southern Chris- Top-rankin' Hoover aide Party members. The investi- emphasized that "in any
tian Leadership Conference Cartha DeLo ch. the Senate gations were to determine event, the FBI has stated
until October, 1962. report said,, advised that the extent of alleged Com- that at no time did it have]

The so-called FBI "action such a briefing "is a delicate munist influence. any evidence that Dr. King
memorandum" putting King matter but can be handled Senate invesBgator's said himself was a Communist or
on the list of potential detai- very cautiously." Hoover, in the inquiry st med from connected with the CommuI
nees stated that his name must be handled very cau- allegations th t first ap- nist Paty."
should be "placed in Section tiously." peared in an I report to Yet inste of pursuing
A of the Reserve Index and The report does not idi- Attorney General Kendedy the allege Communists
tabbed Communist." Accord- cate whether the briefings on Jan. 8, 1962, calling one themselves, the repOrt
ing to Senate investigators were held. Congress has yet of King's advisers "a mem- noted, "the bureau adopted
the index itself had been to vote on a Martin Luther ber of the Communist the curious tactic of trying
known as the "Communist Iing birthday bill. Party." Within a few to discredi the supposed
Inwndx" untl 1960 enit The report on the FBI's months, the Senate study target of Communist Part

ds enamd and0 epnded campaign against King is added, FBI reports were de- interest-dr. Ding'himself."
ts inud ainueiaper- one of 13 staff studies to be scribing another of King's 'The investigation . turned)
tonincldemd if unta i- released this week and next associates as a "member of rapidly into a smear cam

subversive elements" in an as a windup of the Senate the National Committee of paign after the 1968'Ma ch
emergesncy becauseof their committee's 15-month inves- the Connunist Party." on Washington which i tab-,
subversive associations and tigatiqn of the domestic Although the names of lished King at the head o,

i o work of Nation's intelli both men hav been public the civil rights movement,
ieoogy. gence community. knowledge fo, years, the At a Decem er, 1963, anti
Otherson elist, an ear Chairman rank Church study referre to the two King strate y meeting' at

lier Senate committee re- (D-Idaho) tol reporters at a, men-Stanle, Levison and- 'FBI head uarters here,
port show , included au- briefing this week that the Jack O'Dell-only as high-rankin officials dis4
ithor Norm sMailer as well detailed stu es were being "Advisor A" and "Adviser cussed a 1og list of propoas "a professor who merely published to inform the pub- B" respectively. O'Dell's als, including "plediitg apraised the Soviet Union to i of "the extent of the name was even deleted from good looking female ]lant l
his class." crimes that took place" un. footnotes and passages in Dr. King's office."

The subsequent FBI inves- der the cloal of national se- the report, which cites past
tigations of King and the curity and to encourage congressional public' testi
Leadership conference soon Congress to enact reforms. mony and newspaper head
escalated into a smear cam- - - - - --- ines.
paign that lasted for years,
the staff study showed.

KING, From A1 Renewing his call forIn April, 1969, a year after independent special prcKing assassination in The Senate investigators
the fruits of electronic tor to assess all the said they were "unable toMem the FBI's Atlanta
eavesdropping on King's ac compiled by the committee reach a conclusion concern-

bureau drafted a plan that ittivities at the Willard Hotel in various cases. Church ing the accuracy of the
in Washington, the Hilton

forwarded to Washington also emphasized this chagrin FBI's charges about the"in the event the bureau isHawaiian Village in Hono- at the Justice Department's two advisers. The reportinclined to entertainlulu and the Hyatt House inaction over the past year. noted FBI files ontain
counter intelligence actionHotel in Los Angeles. Church acknowledged, information that A'dviser A.
against Coretta Scott King

The wording of the top se-
that prosecution of many in- and Adviser B thad been

and/or the continuous pro-cret report to Kennedy, the cidents might be barred be- members of the Communisti
jection of the public image cause,

1966 FBI memo stated, was of the five-year stat- Party at some point", before
of Martin Luther King ute of"couched in such a manner limitations. but he October, 1962, but not after-

Hoover turned the pro-that it is obvious that a mi- made plain his dissatisfac- ward.
posal down in a reply memo

crophone was the source." tion with Attorney General. The report added that the
stating simply that "the bu- Edward Levi's standard FBI refused to provide the

According to the study, reau does not desire coun-, comment that the Justice committee with the basis forthe effort to destroy King terintelligence action its charges on the groundswas "marked by extreme against Coretta King of the that to do SO "would com-
personal vindictiveness," es- nature you suggest at this Department is still promise informants of con-
pecially on the part of the time." "investigating." tinuing use to the bureau."
late FBI Director J. Edgar The FBI director, how- "Months ago, we began At the same time, there
Hoover. As early as Febru- ever, apparently was more turning over material to the was no indication in the re-
ary, 1962, the report showed, receptive to an effort to Justice Department," port that the Senate com-
Hoover, for reasons that are stop Congress from declar- Church protested. "I am mittee staff secured the tes-
not entirely clear, jotted ing King's birthday a na- only aware that up to now timony of either Levison or
down on an FBI memo that tional holiday. no indictments have been is- O'Dell in an effort to calrifycrossed his desk the conclu- Alerted that members of sued and no criminal the issue. Levison a semi-re-
sion that "King is no good." the House Internal Security proceedings initiated by any tired New York businessma-

Some three months later, Committee might be con- agency against anybody." nand civic leader publicly
in May, 1962, the FBI in- tacting the bureau for a The FBI's investigation of stated in an interview with
cluded King on a secret list briefing on King in light of King and the SCLC began The Washington Post last
-known as "Section A of the porposed holiday, the in October, 1962, as a so- December that he was the
the Reserve Index"-of indi- FBI's Crime Records Divi- called "Cominfil" inquiry. victim of "guilt by associa-
viduals who were to be sion recommended such a An acronymn for Commu- tion"-cmpounded by allega-
rounded up and detained in session because, a March 18, nist in filtration, the label tions of an- ex-business asso-
the event. of a national 1969, memo stated, the mem- was used to describe investi- ciates who falsely named
emergency. bers of Congress were in a gations of legitimate non- other persons as "secret

The bureau did not begin position to keep the bill bot- Communist organizations Communists" in order to
an investigation of alleged tled up if "they realize King that the FBI believed to be clear himself.
Communist influences on was a scoundrel." influenced by Communist The Senate staff report
King or his Southern Chris- Top-ranking Hoover aide Party members. The investi- emphasized that "in any
tian Leadership Conference Cartha DeLoach, the Senate gations were to determine event, the FBI has stated
until October, 1962. report said, advised that the extent of alleged Com- that at no time did it have

The so-called FBI "action such a briefing "is a delicate munist influence. any evidence that Dr. King
matter but can be handled Senate investigators said

memorandum" putting King himself was a Communist or
on the list of potential detai- very cautiously." Hoover, in the inquiry stemmed from connected with the Commu-

nees stated that his name must be handled very cau- allegations that first ap- nist Party."
tiously." peared in an FBI report to

should be "placed in Section Yet instead of pursuing
A of the Reserve Index and The report does not indi- Attorney General Kennedy the alleged Communists

tabbed Communist." Accord- cate whether the briefings on Jan. 8, 1962, calling one themselves, the report
ing to Senate investigators, were held. Congress has yet of King's advisers "a mem- noted, "the cbureau adopted

the index itself had been to vote on a Martin Luther ber of the Communist the curious tactic of trying
known as the "Communist King birthday bill. Party." Within a few to discredit the supposed

Index" until 1960 when it The report on the FBI's months, the Senate study target of Communist Party
was renamed and expanded campaign against King is added, FBI reports were de- interest-dr. King himself."

to include "influential" per- one of 13 staff studies to be scribing another of King's The investigation turned
released this week and next associates as a "member of

sons deemed likely to "aid rapidly into a smear cam-

subversive elements" in an as a windup of the Senate the National Committee of paign after the 1963 March
committee's 15-month inves- the Connunist Party."

emergency 'because of their on Washington which estab-

tigation of the domestic Although the names of
"subversive associations and lished King at the head of

ideology." work of Nation's intelli- both men have been public the civil rights movement.
gence community. knowledge for years, the At a December, 1963, anti-

Others on the list, an ear- Chairman Frank Church study referred to the two King strate meeting at
lier Senate re-

(D-Idaho) told reporters at a, men-Stanley, Levison and- FBI. headquarters here,
port showed, included au-

briefing this week that the Jack O'Dell-only as high-rankin officials dis
thor NormánMailer as well detailed studies were being "Advisor A" and "Adviser cussed a long propos
as "a professor who merely published to inform the pub- B" respectively. O'Dell's als, including "placing
praised the Soviet Union to lic of "the extent of the name was eyen deleted from good looking female plant in
his class." crimes that took place" un- footnotes and passages in Dr. King's office."

The subsequent FBI inves- der the cloak of national se- the report, which cites past
tigations of King and the curity and to encourage congressional public testi-
Leadership conference soon Congress to enact reforms. mony and newspaper head-
escalated into a smear cam- lines.
paign that lasted for years,
(the staff study showed.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



eAke C i hF wre
More 'than¢rnoeractie; ormer EBSAssst 0

ant Director Wifim SlI1
van told the.eI mmitteb in
hitherto ecret , 4estiniy
that it .was '`No h6lds were
barred," he said. '"Ths is d
rough, tough business."

Some two weeks after the1
December 'strategy session,)
the first of at least-16 bugs
was planted in king's roomi
at the Willard Hotel here
yielding 19 re ape.
More than 20 *,reels morel
were obtained from King's
visits the next * month tq
Honolulu ard Los Angeles..

Asked if this were
More than IT20preels more

practice former FBI Assist
ant Director William Suili
van, told the committee in
hitherto Secret testimony
that it was No holds were
barred," he said. "This is a
rough, tough business.'

Some two weeks after the
December strategy session,
the first of at least 16 bugs
was ,planted in King's room
at the Willard Hotel here,
yielding 19 reels 01 tape,
More than 20 reels more
were obtained from King's
visits the next . month to
Honolulu and Los Angeles.
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The FBIandMartinLuther Kii
T IS QUITE CLEAR, as Attorney General Edward but also on the results it produces. In a perverse way,

L H. Levi has recognized, that, the questions about it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation
the relationships between the FBI and the late Dr. uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its
Martin Luther King can be answered only by a full own integrity.
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course byis already known from the files in, Washington to asking outsiders to survey the files and run the invesraise substantial doubts about the legality of some of tigation. And he-or his successor-may still have to
the operations the agency mounted against Dr. King. do that if the internally generated report even seems
The real question, however, is whether the Depart- to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonable
ment of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, are
out under Mr. Levi's direction to be able to win pub- t hard fact Mo re putations, not, an
lic confidence in the integrity of an internal investi- hard to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not have an
gation. easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the

We are sympathetic to what Mr. Levi is attempting country's experience with commissions named to in
to do in keeping the investigation internal as distinct vestiate such situations has been far from satisfacto
from naming a commission of prominent citizens to ry. A good many people have never accepted the
conduct it. He has taken this opportunity to demon- findings of the commission that investigated the as
strate his belief that.the department has recovered sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as
from its unsavory recent past. He may well be-right. surance that any new inquiry conducted from within
But whether he is right in thinking the public can be the Justice Department or from outside of it will be
persuaded to share that belief may depend not only able to satisfy all those who are troubled. about th
on the quality of the investigation he has ordered, way the FBI treated Dr. King.
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The FBI and Martin Luther King
IT IS QUITE CLEAR, as Attorney General Edward but also on the results it produces. In a perverse way,

H. Levi has recognized, that the questions about it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation
the relationships between the FBI and the late Dr. uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its
Martin Luther King can be answered only by a full own integrity.
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course by
ist already known from the files in Washington to

asking outsiders to survey the files and run the inves-
raise substantial doubts about the legality of some of

tigation. And he--or his successor-Imay still have tothe operations the agency mounted against Dr. King. do that if the internally generated report even seemsThe real question, however, is whether the Depart- to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonablement of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself
test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, areout under Mr. Levi's direction to be able to win pub-

lic confidence in the integrity of an internal investi- hard to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not have an

gation. easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the

We are sympathetic to what Mr. Levi is attempting country's experience with commissions named to in-

to do in keeping the investigation internal as distinct vestigate such situations has been far from satisfacto-

from naming a commission of prominent citizens to ry. A good many people have never accepted the
conduct it. He has taken this opportunity to demon- findings of the commission that investigated the as-

strate his belief that the department has recovered sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as-

from its unsavory recent past. He may well be right. surance that any new inquiry conducted from within
But whether he is right in thinking the public can be the Justice Department or from outside of it will be

persuaded to share that belief may depend not only able to satisfy all those who are troubled about the
on the quality of the investigation he has ordered, way the FBI treated Dr. King.
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^ -~The core file also contained thi,cutyadt ~ !Inspection
By JOHN M. CREWDSON some details of what Mr. Levi tnsotr adoj

--~,Ai~r~~w£r~~s" r~a~ d to truth.' - Intel. I.,a erne :4c Erk pmes te "a systematic progfraIY t tuh Iel
WASHINGTON, April 29- of harassment of Dr. King in Laboratory

:Attorney General. Edvard -H. order to discredit him and harm Lawyer Sees 'Cover Up' Plan.
Levi Has ordered an internal both him and the movement MEMPHIS, - Tenn., April ,29 Plan.
SDep nt review of he led." (PI)--A lawyer for James Earll Spec. Inv.
. e,Depa tment d The Attoney General said heRay, convicted slayer of Dr Training
som~e -2,500 files compiled byhad ordered that the new, broad-.Ry ovce lyro r
the rederal Bureau of Investi- er investigation-provide-conclu- King, said today that the inves- Legal Coun.

gatiqn on the Rev. Dr. Martin sive answers to the questions tigation by the Justice Depart- Telephone Rm.
Luther King Jr. both before addressed by Mr. Pottinger and ment was merely "anotherand after his assassination in furnish him with any .evidence coverup." Director Sec'y

.196an a there might be that "the hature Robert N. Livingston said

.Tn' statement released today, of the relationship between the that neither he nor his client,
,Mj. TnLvi staidmnt s toda' bureau and Dr. King calls for who is serving a 99-year sen
I. .Levi said that his ordercriminal proseutions discipli- tence at the Tennessee State
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The in lfinding conveyed Coretta, mailed him an anony

to:.Mr. Levi by J. Stanley Pot- mous note that he interpreted
tingmer, head of the civil rights as.a suggestion that he commit .'
division, was that no evidence suicide and sought to replace
had, been found to suggest eith-; him as head of the civil rights r4]e `-'t
.er that the F.B.I.'s harassment movement with a black leader
prngram contributed to the ci of the bureau's own choosing.
.vil.rights leader's death or tha Mr. Pottinger's report to Mr.
..the ;.bureau's investigation of Levi containing the recommen
his murder was less than thor-:dation for an expanded inquiry -,
epgh, reportedly also suggested that

. Mr. Pottinger said at a news the Attorney General appoint
eopference later that he be- an independent commission of
jie,Ved it was "possible" that.prominent. American citizens to, The Washington Post
-gykI.ece to contradict this find- review the full F.B.I. record,, Washington Star-News
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-fil&1 believed to contain ore sion, under the late Chief Jus- Daily News (New York)
. than 00,000 documents i tice Earl Warren, that investi- The New York Times -_

gated the Assassination of - The Wall Street Journal
F.B.I. field offices arou the President Kennedy.
count y. . No explanation. of why Mr. The National Observer

Interviews With Agents Levi chose to keep the King The Los Angeles Times
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The expanded investigation, Department was immediately
which will be conducted b forthcoming, however.
the Justice Department's new The Rev. Ralph David Aber- Date
office of professional. responsi. nathy, who succeeded Dr. King Date

Ibility, will also 'include inter- as head of the Southern Chris
views with present and former tian Leadership Conference.
agents involved in the harass- said in Atlanta today that he
ment campaign of the assassi- continued to lack faith in the
nation investigation, a depart- bureau's -investigation of Dr.
ment spokesman said. King's death.

Mr. -Pottinger's conclusions Mr. Abernathy said he would
were based only on an exami- "not be satisfied" until Pres
nation of the 96-volume central, ident Ford assigned the task
or "core" file, here, summariz- of producing a final verdict
ing the bureau's investigationton Dr g
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The FBIandMa tin LutlerKig
IT IS QUTE CLEAR, as Attorney General Edward but also on the'results it produces. In a perverse way,
1'H Levi as recognized, that the questions about it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation

the rlatio ships between the FBI and thelate Dr. uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its
Martin Lut er King can be answered only by a full own integrity.
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier urse by
is :already known from the files in. Washington to asking outsiders to survey the files and run he inves
raie substantial doubts about the legality of some of tigation. And he-or his successor-may still have to
the operations the agency 'mounted against Dr. King. do that if the internally generated report even seems
The 'real question, however, is whether the Depart- to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonable
merit of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, are
'outunder Mr. Levi's direction to be able to win pub- hard.to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not have an
lic confidence in the integrity of an internal investi- easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the

We e sympathetic to what-Mr. Levi is attempting country's experience with commissions named to in

to do in keeping:the investigation internal as distinct vestigatesuchsituationshasbeenfarfroms facto
from namin a commission of prominent citizens to ry. A good many people have never acce fed the
conduct it. -has taken this opportunity to demon- findings of the commission that investigated the as
strate his bel ef that 'the department has recovered sassination of President Kennedy, and ther is no as
'from'its unsavory recent past. He may-well be right. f surance that any new inquiry conducted from within
But whether he is right in thinking the public can be the Justice Department or from outside of it will be
petsuaded to share that belief may depend not only able to satisfy all those who are troubled about the
onthe quality of the investigation he has ordered,' way theFBItreatedDr. King. j
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The FBI and Martin Luther King
I IS QUITE CLEAR, as Attorney General Edward but also on the results it produces. In a perverse way,

H. Levi has recognized, that the questions about it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation
the relationships between the FBI and the lateCDr. uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its
Martin Luther King can be answered only by a full own integrity.
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course by
is already known from the files in Washington to

asking outsiders to survey the files and run the inves-
raise substantial doubts about the legality of some of

tigation. And he-or his successor-may still have to
the operations the agency mounted against Dr. King. do that if the internally generated report even seems
The real question, however, is whether the Depart- to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonable
ment of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself

test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, are
out under Mr. Levi's direction to be able to win pub- hard to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not have an
lic confidence in the integrity of an internal investi-

easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the
gation.

We are sympathetic to what Mr. Levi is attempting country's experience with commissions named to in-

to do in keeping the investigation internal as distinct vestigate such situations has been far from satisfacto

from naming a commission of prominent citizens to ry. A good many people have never accepted the

conduct it. He has taken this opportunity to demon- findings of the commission that investigated the as

strate his bel ef that the department has recovered sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as-

from its unsavory recent past. He may well be right. surance that any new inquiry conducted from within

But whether he is right in thinking the public can be the Justice Department or from outside of it will be

persuaded to share that belief may depend not only able to satisfy all those who are troubled about the

on the quality of the investigation he has ordered, way the FBI treated Dr. King.
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subjected to wiretapping and harassment by the ROCTESTER, N.Y.FBI have deepened the suspicions that were first
raised about " the original government
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only thatithe government again review the case,as it has now done, that the murder'be examine
from outside. So it's encouraging' to learn that*
the Justice Department's Civil Rights,,Division i
about to recommend the appointment of such an
independent committee.

It's to- be hoped that the recommendation is
both made and accepted. The shooting of Dr.
King may neyer .be satisfactorily explained, but 1 - 80-1872
it's. essential that nothing be left undone in the
search for possible motives and conspiracies.
The memory of a great man demands nothing
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The Justice Department's der because of recant reve- Training

Civil Rights Division next lations that the FBI sub- Legal Coun.week will recommend that jected King to wiretapping Telephone Rm.Attorney General Edward and harassment. Questions Director Sec'y
H. Levi appoint a committee also have been raised about

whether the motives and ac
tivities of the convicted as- I nernment to study the 1968 sassin. James Earl Ray, have

assassination of the Rev. Dr. been fully explained.
Martin Luther King Jr. For these reasons, the

Informed sources said the sources said, Pottinger, who
recommendation by Assist- headed the review, feels
ant Attorney General J. that an independent inquiry
Stanley Pottinger will argue is necessary to resolve the
that an independent inqui. questions still surrounding
ry is necessary even the April 4, 1968, shooting of fy
though a four-month Justice King in Memphis. ..
Department review of the The inquiry would deter
King case found no evidence mine whether a full-scale in
that th' FBI or other gov- vestigation of the assassina
ernmFent agencies were in- tion should be resumed.
volvfd in the killing of the And, the sources said, Pot
black civil rights leader. tinger's report vill recom

Suspicions have been mend that for,,reasons of
raised about the initial gov- credibility it should be con
ernment probe of the mur- See KING, A9, CoL 1

- KING, From Al The sources said that Jus- a'secret, six-year campaign
d tice Department officials be- to harass and try to discredducted by pe,rsons independ- lieve that a study committee i ig gnsbge rent of the 'Justice Depart- can be named under the it King. Agents bugg,d Dr.

ment, which has policy con- provisions of the 1972 Advi- King's telephone cor'versa
trol oved the FBI. sory Commission Act, which tions and sent him ar' anon

According to the sources, was designed to provide bet- ymous letter containing def
Pottinger is recommending ter public insight into gov- amatory information about
that the committee of in- ernment operations. The his personal life.
quiry look into such ques. legislation requires that at Ray, who - has told a
tions as whether there was least one member be a gov- murky and contradictory
any FBI complicity in ernment official with the story about his involvement

r King's death, whether the power to convene and dis- inthe murder, is now seek
FBI violated any laws or miss meetings. ing -to overturn his 99-year
policy guidelines in its deal- However, the sources prison sentence and win a
ings with King, and whether added, Pottinger's recom- new trial. His lawyers have
any consniracy, say, of mendation will be that most, said that if his appeal is
persons outside government, if not all. of the other mem- granted, Ray will attempt to
was connected to the mur- bers be drawn from outside prove that he was coerced
der. the government. Although into pleading guilty f4o the.

The sources said the study the sources would not specu- killing.
committee, as envisioned in late on names they said it These 4o develdpments
Pottinger's report, would seemed obvious that some caused Levi to direct the
have no prosecutorial fune- would be persons prominent Civil Rights Divisioi, which
tion. Instead, it would re- in the civil rights move- is headed by Pottinger, to
view the record, hear new ment.
evidence, if any, and advise Questions about the King review federal records rclat
the Atto, ney General case have bee" growirg ing ta the assassinatfor for
whether i'- believes that since last November when any additional light they
there are grounds for pursu- the Senate intelligence com- might] shed on the Psi
ing the King case, techni- mittee hearings revealed
cally never closed, with a re- that the late FBI d'rector. J. campAgn against King and?
newed investigation. Edgar Hoover, had inspired -ts pursuit of Ray.
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According to the sources, was designed to provide bet- ymous letter containing def-
ter public insight into gov- amatory information aboutPottinger is recommending

that the committee of in- ernment operations. The his personal life.
quiry look into such ques- legislation requires that at Ray, who has told a
tions as whether there was least one member be a gov- murky and contradictory
any FBI complicity in ernment official with the story about his involvement
King's death, whether the power to convene and dis- in the murder, is now seek-

3FBI violated any laws or miss meetings. ing. to overturn his 99-year
policy guidelines in its deal- However, the sources prison sentence and win a
ings with King, and whether added. Pottinger's recom- new trial. His lawyers have
any conspiracy, say, of mendation will be that most, said that if his appeal is
persons outside government, if not all. of the other mem- granted, Ray will attempt to
was connected to the mur- bers be drawn from outside prove that he was coerced
der. the government. Although into pleading guilty to the

The sources said the study the sources would not specu- killing.
committee, as envisioned in late on names they said it These developments
Pottinger's report. would seemed obvious that some caused Levi to direct the
have no prosecutorial func- would be persons prominent Civil Rights Division, which
tion. Instead, it would re- in the civil rights move- is headed by Pottinger, to
view the record, hear new ment.
evidence, if any, and advise Questions about the King review federal records relat-
the Atto:ney General case have been growing ing the assassination for
whether is believes that since last November when any additional light theythere are grounds for pursu- the Senate intelligence com-

mighti shed on the UBI'sing the King case, techni- mittee hearings revealed
cally never closed, with a re- that the late FBI director. J. campaign against King and
newed investigation. Edgar Hoover, had inspired its pursuit of Ray.
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WASHINGTON, March 23- rupt-Dr. King's civil rights cam- Legal Coun.
The Justice Department's civil paign and the volumes of Telephone Rm.rights division, after a four-evidnc ahre byites ofepoem
month study of Federal recordevidence gathered by the bure- D~rector Sec'y
relating to the assassination au in its search for Mr. Ray,
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther who was sentenced to 99 years
King Jr., has found no evidence in jail after confessing his guilt
of government complicity or as Dr. King's murderer.
of a tangible conspiracy in the There was initial concernblack leader's death, according among past and present Justice
to department sources. lawyers familiar with the King

But Assistant Attorney Gen- case that the F.B.I. might have
eral J. Stanley Pottinger, who contributed directly of inadver
headed the review of files com- tently to Dr. King's death or
piled at the time of Dr. King's might have failed to warn him

.death in 1968, is nevertheless of a plot against his life.
expected by some ustice offi- Although the civil rights law
cials to recommend a new in- yers reportedly have found no
quiry into the assassination in ihnt that the F.B.I. played a.hopes of resolving persistent role in Dr. King's death, or
questions about the motives that Mr. Ray was only- a partand activities of James Earl of a larger assassination con
Ray, the convicted assassin. spiracy, they apparently have

One source noted that Mr. concluded that a new new
Pottinger's report on the mat- F.B.I. investigation of the mur
ter, described as "quite length- der would. prove or disprove,
ly," would not be sent to once and for all, Mr. May's
Attorney General Edward H. allegations.
Levi. until late. this week or Mr.' Ray is now seeking aearly next and that a recom- new trial, and his case is before
mendation to begin a full-scale the United States Court of Ap-
field investigation of the Mem- peals for the Sixth Circuit in
phis assassination had not yet Cincinnati. If his appeal is
been committed to pacer. . granted, his lawyers say, he The Washington Post

But the source said that a will attempt to show only that Washington Star-Newsnew investigation would . be he was coerced into admitting
"the most credible way Io his guilt and will not help Daily News (New York)
handle" the renewed public identify the "real" assassin. c The New York Timesconcern that resulted from dis- Mr. Ray admits to having
closures last November by the been in Memphis on April 4, The Wall Street Journal
Senate Intelligence Committee 1968, the day that Dr. King The National Observer
of-a secretesix-year effort by was felled by a high-powered TeoAg sTm
the Federal Bureau of Investi- rifle bullet fired from a room The Los Angeles Times
gation to harass and discredit ing house near his hotel. But
Dr. King. the prisoner has since told a

Those disclosures prompted tangled and sometimes contra
Mr. 1evi to ask the.civil rights dictory story that makhms him Date _

divi on to review both the out to be a pawn in a larger
F-E.- 's covert attempt. to dis- plot to murder Dr. King. L

*s

0-19 (Rev. 1-30-74) Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm.

Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.

Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs
Files & Com.

Gen. Inv.

Ident.

Inquiry on Dr. King Death Inspection
Intell.

Finds No Plot orU.S.Role Laboratory
Plan. & Eval.

Spec. Inv.
By JOHN M. CREWDSON

Special to The New York Times Training
WASHINGTON, March 23 rupt Dr. King's civil rights cam- Legal Coun.

The Justice Department's civil paign and the volumes of Telephone Rm.rights division, after a four- evidence gathered by the bure-month study of Federal records Director Sec'y
relating to the assassination au in its search for Mr. Ray,
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther who was sentenced to 99 years
King Jr., has found no evidence in jail after confessing his guiltof government complicity or as Dr. King's murderer.
of a tangible conspiracy in the DreptionThere was initial concern
black leader's death, according among past and present Justice
to department sources. lawyers familiar with the KingBut Assistant Attorney Gen- case that the F.B.I. might have
eral J. Stanley Pottinger, who contributed directly of inadver-
headed the review of files com- tently to Dr. King's death or
piled at the time of Dr. King's might have failed to warn him
death in 1968, is nevertheless of a plot against his life. Parkingexpected by some Justice offi- Although the civil rights law-
cials to recommend a new in- yers reportedly have found no
quiry into the assassination in ihnt that the F.B.I. played a
hopes of resolving persistent role in Dr. King's death, or
questions about the motives that Mr. Ray was only a part
and activities of James Earl of a larger assassination con-
Ray, the convicted assassin. spiracy, they apparently have

One source noted that Mr. concluded that a new new
Pottinger's report on the mat- F.B.I. investigation of the mur-
ter, described as "quite length- der would prove or disprove,
ly," would not be sent to once and for all, Mr. Ray's
Attorney General Edward H. allegations.
Levi until late. this week or Mr. Ray is now seeking a
early next and that a recom- new trial, and his case is before
mendation to begin a full-scale BOROWICK (LAST)

the United States Court of Ap-field investigation of the Mem- peals for the Sixth Circuit in
phis assassination had not yet Cincinnati. If his appeal is
been committed to paper. granted, his lawyers say, he The Washington Post

But the source said that a will attempt to show only that
new investigation would be Washington Star-News

he was coerced into admitting
"the most credible way to his guilt and will not help Daily News (New York)
handle" the renewed public identify the "real" assassin. The New York Times
concern that resulted from dis- 17Mr. Ray admits to having
closures last November by the been in Memphis on April 4, The Wall Street Journal
Senate Intelligence Committee 1968, the day that Dr. King The National Observer
of a secret six-year effort by was felled by a high-powered
the Federal Bureau of Investi- rifle bullet fired from a room- The Los Angeles Times

gation to harass and discredit ing house near his hotel. But
Dr. King. the prisoner has since told a

Those disclosures prompted tangled and sometimes contra-
Mr. Levi to ask the civil rights Date 3.2476dictory story that makes him
division to review both the out to be a pawn in a larger
F.B.I. covert attempt to dis- plot to murder Dr. King.
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justice Finds No FBI Link to King Death
. ustice Department lawyers have found no evidence

of BI involvement in the assassination of Dr. Martin
Lu er King Jr. and are satisfied that the FBI's inves
tigation of King's death was handled "thoroughly ard
efficiently," informed sources report.

The assessment was based on a review of the FBI's
voluminous file on the black civil rights leader.

The findings and possibly a recommendation for a
tIl-scale probe of the FBI's harassment campaign of

-- Iing are expected to be turned over to Atty. Gen. Ed
ward II. Levi soon. Levi ordered the inquiry last
N vember following disclosures by the Senate Intelli
gfnce Committee that the FBI sought to destroy King

- asra leader

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal

cc - The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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PEEXMAN

Justice Finds No FBI Link to King Death
Justice Department lawyers have found no evidente

of FBI involvement in the assassination of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and are satisfied that the FBI's inves-
tigation of King's death was handled "thoroughly and
efficiently, informed sources report.

The assessment was based on a review of the FBI's
voluminous file on the black civil rights leader.

The findings and possibly a récommendationfor a
full-scale probe of the FBI's harassment campaign of
King are expected to be turned over to Atty. Gen. Ed-
ward H. Levi soon. Levi ordered the inquiry last
November following disclosures by the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee that the FBI sought to destroy King
as a leader.

ea- a record

The Washington Post

Washington Star-News A-5
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

Date 3-23-76
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No FBI Tie to King Death Found '.n'e.io
By Jerry Oppenheimer and rumor" has been tions investigators hope to Laborotory

wasinston star start writer tracked down and "there is answer in their report isLal Coun.

Justice Department law- nothing to suggest that whether, in fact, any ofLgaCo.
yers have found no evi- James Earl Ray did not King's constitutional rights Plan. & Eval.

ydence of FBI involvement work alone." were violated. However, Spec. Inv.

in the assasination of Dr Ray, said to have refused sources indicated yesterday
Martin Luther King Jr. and interviews with Justice that it was doubtful any raining

are satisfied that the FBI's awyers because he is seek- prosecution would be Telephone Rm.

investigation oha King's ing a new trial, was arrest- recommended because the Director Sec'y
death was handled "thor ed for the King murder, statute of hmitations on al
oughly and efficiently." in- pleaded guilty and was sen- le and some of those in
formed sources said yester-. tenced to 99 years in prison. ot an the FBI campaign

.The assessment was THE REVIEW of the were now deceased.

.based on a nearly corn- King files, it was said,
.pleted review of the FBI's 'showed "an unwarranted Under consideration, but
vlumins ieand excessive intrusion" still not decided yet by the:
voluminous file the black nto King's personal life by Civil Rights division law
civil rihts leader. p he FBI. One official said yers involved in the inquiry,

The indings and possibly that, "I don't think they is whether a broad investi

full-sa recommendation for the (the FBI) will come out igation into the FBI's activi

`FI's harassment cam- smelling like roses" in the ties involving King should

paign of King are expected report. be recommended to Levi.

to be turned over to Atty. The files showed that the One possibility, it was said,

Gen. EdwardH. Levi by the late FBI Director J. Edgar was for the formation of a

end of next week or early Hoover "simply had an blue-ribbon committee of
fnext week oirrational preoccupation persons outside govern

next week. with King," it was said. ment to look at all aspects
Levi ordered the inquiry But one of the key ques- of the case.

last November followmng
disclosures by the Senate
Intelligence Committee

`that the FBI sought to de
s ~aqKijg as a leader.

LEVI SAID HE wanted to
determine through the in- The Washington Post

"quiry if the campaign had Washington Star-News :--
been related in any way to Daiy StasNews
the assassination of King or Daily News (New York)

(to the outcome of the FBI's The New York Times -
investigation of the slaying. The WaN Street Journal.

A number of black lead- The Wal serv -
ers have charged that the The National Observer -
disclosures of efforts to dis- The s Angeles Times

credit and harass King sup
ported their theory that the
April 1968 assassination =;a
was patof a conspiracy Date
that possibly involved the

- *FBI.
But one source familiar

with the scope of the in
quiry said that ."ever
ossibleS lead, al ega ion
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By Jerry Oppenheimer and rumor" has been tions investigators hope to

Washington Star Staff Writer tracked down and "there is answer in their report is Laboratory

Justice Department law- nothing to suggest that whether, in fact, any of Legal Coun.

yers have found no evi- James Earl Ray did not King's constitutional rights Plan. & Eval.

dence of FBI involvement work alone." were violated. However,

Ray, said to have refused sources indicated yesterday
Spec. Inv.

in the assassination of Dr. that it was doubtful any Training
Martin Luther King Jr. and interviews with Justice

are satisfied that the FBI's lawyers because he is seek- prosecution would be Telephone Rm.

ing a new trial, was arrest- recommended because the
investigation of King's

Director Sec'y
ed for the King murder, statute of limitations on al-

death was handled "thor-
oughly and efficiently," in- pleaded guilty and was sen- leged illegal acts had run

formed sources said yester- tenced to 99 years in prison. out and some of those in-
volved in the FBI campaign

day. THE REVIEW of the were now deceased.
The assessment was

based on a nearly com- King files, it was said,
showed "an unwarranted Under consideration, but

pleted review of the FBI's
voluminous file on the black and excessive intrusion" still not decided yet by the

civil rights leader. into King's personal life by Civil Rights division law-

The findings and possibly the FBI. One official said yers involved in the inquiry,
that, "I don't think they is whether a broad investi-

a recommendation for a
full-scale probe of the (the FBI) will come out Igation into the FBI's activi-

|FBI's harassment cam- smelling like roses" in the ties involving King should

report. be recommended to Levi.
paign of King are expected
to be turned over to Atty. The files showed that the One possibility, it was said,

Gen. Edward H. Levi by the late FBI Director J. Edgar was for the formation of a

Hoover "simply had an blue-ribbon committee of
end of next week or early
next week. irrational preoccupation persons outside govern-

Levi ordered the inquiry with King," it was said. ment to look at all aspects

last November following But one of the key ques- of the case.

disclosures by the Senate
Intelligence Committee
that the FBI sought to de-

stroy King as a leader.

LEVI SAID HE wanted to
determine through the in- The Washington Post

quiry if the campaign had
been related in any way to Washington Star-News To-2
the assassination of King or Daily News (New York)

to the outcome of the FBI's The New York Times

investigation of the slaying.
A number of black lead-

The Wall Street Journal

ers have charged that the The National Observer

disclosures of efforts to dis- The Los Angeles Times

credit and harass King sup-
ported their theory that the
April 1968 assassination
was part of a conspiracy

1976Date

that possibly involved the
FBI.

But one source familiar
with the scope of the in-
quiry said that "every
possible lead, allegation
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Ray-Maintains Innocence
In Plea for New Trial

By CHARLES DURFEY state penitentiary, claims his former
Speciai to The Press-Scimitar attorneys, Foreman and Arthur Hanes of_

CINCINNATI, Ohio. - James Earl R Birmingham, pressured him to plead (Indicate page, name of
iNCn tI Oio. t Luthes Kiar ay guilty and compromised his interests by newspaper, city and state.)did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. signing contracts for royalty rights to a

and for that reason he should be given a toksonthe slaying.
new trial, attorneys for Ray told the U.S. Lesar claimed that Judge McRae failedSixth Circuit Court of Appeals today. to conduct a "full scale judicial inquiry" Memphis PressWhil questioning of James Lesar, one into the assassination as ordered by the s i iaof Ray's Washington, D.C., attorneys this Cincinnati based appeals court in 1974. S imorning, members of the three judge- Attorneys from the Tennessee Attorneypanel focused on "apparent lies," told by General's office opposed Ray's request- Memphis, Tenn.Ray during his original trial, for a new trial and said that McRae didJudge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked conduct a detailed investigation.Lesar if Ray was now contending that he Ray "admitted his guilt" to the first dedidn't shoot King. gree murder of Dr. King with full knowl- Page 1

Lesar said, "That is correct." edge of the direct consequences, Asst.
"Then he lied twice," said Celebrezze, State Atty. Gen. Joe Haynes said.

citing Ray's guilty plea in Shelby County Each side had been allocated 20 minute
Criminal Court and in a document for arguments, but the three judge pan
presented to that court. allowed Lesar to argue for 45 minutes t

Hearing the legal arguments in addition the state's 20.
to Celebrezze were Chief Judge Harry A decision is not expected for several
Phillips and Circuit Judge William E. weeks.
Miller.

After asking whether Ray "'understood
what he was doing when pleading guilty,"
Celebrezze answered the question himself,
saying "He probably knew more law than
his attorney, he's been in and out of jail so
much."

Date: 2/3/76Judge Miller was interested in whether
Percy Foreman of Houston, Ray's former Edition: Final
attorney, adequately represented Ray in Author: CHARLES DURFEY
the case. Editor: MILTON R.Lesar contended Foreman improperly Title: BRITTEN
advised Ray to plead guilty because Fore
man did not conduct an independent MURKIN
investigation of the case and stood to
profit from a book about Ray. Character:

Lesar asked the three-judge panel to
overturn Ray's first degree murder con- or
viction and order a trial so the evidence classification:
can be brought out in public. submitting office: Memphis

The hearing today was to review U.S. mBeing Investigated
Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae's denial of
the new trial request last February. The
Memphis judge decided after eight days
of hearings that Ray's 1969 confession to
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was voluntarily made on the advice of
competent attorneys.

who has served seven ya a
~99-year prison senkence at the. Nashville
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Ray Maintains Innocence
In Plea for New Trial

By CHARLES DURFEY state penitentiary, claims his former
Special to The Press-Scimitar attorneys, Foreman and Arthur Hanes of

CINCINNATI, Ohio. - James Earl Ray
Birmingham, pressured him to plead (Indicate page, name of

did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
guilty and compromised his interests by newspaper, city and state.)

and for that reason he should be given a
signing contracts for royalty rights to a

new trial, attorneys for Ray told the U.S.
book on the slaying.

Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals today.
Lesar claimed that Judge McRae failed

While questioning of James Lesar, one
to conduct a "full scale judicial inquiry"
into the assassination as ordered by the Memphis Press-

of Ray's Washington, D.C., attorneys this Cincinnati based appeals court in 1974. Scimitar
morning, members of the three judge-
panel focused on "apparent lies," told by

Attorneys from the Tennessee Attorney

Ray during his original trial.
General's office opposed Ray's request Memphis, Tenn.

Judge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked
for a new trial and said that McRae did

Lesar if Ray was now contending that he
conduct a detailed investigation.

didn't shoot King.
Ray "admitted his guilt" to the first de-

gree murder of Dr. King with full knowl- Page 1
Lesar said, "That is correct." edge of the direct consequences, Asst.
"Then he lied twice," said Celebrezze, State Atty. Gen. Joe Haynes said.

citing Ray's guilty plea in Shelby County Each side had been allocated 20 minute
Criminal Court and in a document for arguments, but the three judge panel
presented to that court. allowed Lesar to argue for 45 minutes td

Hearing the legal arguments in addition the state's 20.

to Celebrezze were Chief Judge Harry
A decision is not expected for several

Phillips and Circuit Judge William E. weeks.

Miller.
After asking whether Ray "understood

what he was doing when pleading guilty,"
Celebrezze answered the question himself,
saying "He probably knew more law than
his attorney, he's been in and out of jail SO

much."
Date: 2/3/76

Judge Miller was interested in whether
Percy Foreman of Houston, Ray's former Edition: Final
attorney, adequately represented Ray in Author: CHARLES DURFEY
the case. Editor: MILTON R.

Lesar contended Foreman improperly Title: BRITTEN
advised Ray to plead guilty because Fore-
man did not conduct an independent MURKIN
investigation of the case and stood to
profit from a book about Ray. Character:

Lesar asked the three-judge panel to or
overturn Ray's first degree murder con-

viction and order a trial so the evidence Classification:
can be brought out in public. Submitting Office: Memphis

The hearing today was to review U.S. Being Investigated
Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae's denial of
the new trial request last February. The

Memphis judge decided after eight days
of hearings that Ray's 1969 confession to
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was voluntarily made on the advice of
competent attorneys.

Rays who has served seven a

99-year prison sentence at the Nashville
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

- PAGE S

CBSIs Denied;; - COMMDERCIAL APPEAL

Ray Evidence
NASHVILLE (AP) - The Court of - MEMPHIS, TENN

Criminal Appeals has rejected a request
by CBS News that it be permitted to con
duct scientific tests on some of the evi
dence used in the murder trial of James
Earl Ray.

The court held that neither the public
nor the news media has an absolute right
to photograph or conduct scientific tests
on evidence in a criminal case.

CBS made the request while working on
an hour-long . documentary, shown last
month, examining theories that Ray did
n e in the assassiil on of ci il
rights leader Dr. Martin LutherKing r:,

Date: 7A0 3e !Q1b
Edition:

Author:

Editor:MICHAEL GREHL
Title:

Character:

or

Classification:

Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
[I Being Investigated

L0

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

- PAGE 3

CBS Is Denied COMMERCIAL APPEAL

Ray Evidence
NASHVILLE (AP) - The Court of - MEMPHIS, TENN

Criminal Appeals has rejected a request
by CBS News that it be permitted to con-
duct scientific tests on some of the evi-
dence used in the murder trial of James
Earl Ray.

The court held that neither the public
nor the news media has an absolute right
to photograph or conduct scientific tests
on evidence in a criminal case.

CBS made the request while working on
an hour-long documentary, shown last
month, examining theories that Ray did
not act alone in the assassination of civil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Date: JAN. 30,1976
Edition:
Author:

Editor: MICHAEL GREHL
Title:

Character:

or
Classification:
Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

Being Investigated
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iIy nies ISeT ewKIn
By M7ARVIN BEARD pleaded guilty in a Tennessee courtEnquirerReporter to murder. He was sentenced to 99

James Earl Ray did not kill Dr. years.
Martin Luther King Jr., Ray's law- Rays attorney the time of his
yer said in Cincinnati Tuesday. plea was Percy Foreman.

James H. Lesar, the lawyer, "FOR MAN HAD money riding nia pae, nd ame.)argued before the U. S. Court of Ap- on whether Ray pleaded guilty,"nwsae,ctadsae.peals for the Sixth Circuit that Lesar told the appellate court TuesRay-who pleaded guilty in 1969 to day, referring to money the lawyer

trial. He said Ray was coerced into ern ro publication rights D -1
his guilty plea, and was framed. concermng the case.

After the 90-minute session be- Lesar, who said he has been one Cincinnati, Ohiofore the appellate court, Lesar spoke of the lawers representing Ray for
briefly with newsmen five years, told the court that Fore- Cincinnati Post"Are you saying that Ray did not man did not conduct an adequate Cincinnati Pokill Dr. King?" he was asked. investigation into the case,ided Cici ati, Ohio"Yes," Lesar responded. Ray improperly into pleading guilty,"Are you saying that Ray did not and coerced him into doing so. Citizens Journalfire that shot from a rooming house William J. Haynes Jr., a Tennes
bathroom that struck Dr. King as he see assistant state attorney general, Columbus, Ohiostood on a motel balcony in Mern- rguing the other side, said Fore

"Yes." nan did conduct an extensive. Columbus Dispatc:phi inhi 198? 1:' a"(g tRyt Columnbus,Oi
LESAR SAID that if there was 1"And he found nothing to refute Columbus, Ohioany conspiracy in the killing of Dr. state's case (aganst Ray),'.

Kigts lerha ofthi foremtn " H And, he said, despite what Ray - Journal Herald
conspiracy was to frame James Earl might have said since 1969, "he Dayton, Ohioa y " s tnever controverted (one part of aRay. stipulation that Ray initialed) that D

If PRay did not kill Dr. King, then he, and he alone, fired the shot that -D Daily NewIfRyddntkl r ig hn killed Dr. King."Dyo,Oiwho did, Lesar was asked. "You Haynes said that Foreman ad-Dayton, Ohioknow I could not respond to that vied Ray to plead guilty "to save his
question, even if I thought I knew (Ray's) life."
the answer," he said. .A(RayDats: 2/4/76

Dr. King was killed April 4, 1968. Judge Anthony Celebrezze, one
Ray was arrested in England later of the three judges hearing Ray's Edition: Final
that year and on March 10, 1969 appeal, noted that Ray had initialed Author: Marvin Beard

___ every page of the stipulations con
taining the statement that he had Editor: Wil iarn J
shot Dr. King, but now was denying Title: IKeatingthe shooting.

"Then he is lying, either then or
now," Celebrezze said. James Farti Ray

The court took the appeal under
advisement. It will rulelater Character:

r, or 157-1893
Clansification:

Submitting Office:

Doing investigated

LARCHED INDEXED
ERIALIZED FILED
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RayDenies HeSlew King
By MARVIN BEARD
Enquirer Reporter

pleaded guilty in a Tennessee courtto murder. He was sentenced to 99
James Earl Ray did not kill Dr.

years.
Martin Luther King Jr., Ray's law- Ray's attorney at the time of his
yer said in Cincinnati Tuesday.

plea was Percy Foreman.
James H. Lesar, the lawyer,

argued before the U.S Court of Ap-
"FOREMAN HAD money riding (Indicate page, name of

peals for the Sixth Circuit that
on whether Ray pleaded guilty," nowspaper, city and state.)

Ray-who pleaded guilty in 1969 to
Lesar told the appellate court Tues-

killing Dr. King-should receive a day, referring to money the lawyer
trial. He said Ray was coerced into might earn from publication rights
his guilty plea, and was framed. concerning the case.

D-1 Cincinnati Enquir
After the 90-minute session be- Lesar, who said he has been one Cincinnati, Ohiofore the appellate court, Lesar spokebriefly with newsmen.

of the lawyers representing Ray for
"Are you saying that Ray did not

five years, told the court that Fore- Cincinnati Post
kill Dr. King?". he was asked.

man did not conduct an adequate
"Yes," Lesar responded. investigation into the case, induced Cincinnati, Ohio
"Are you saying that Ray did not Ray improperly into pleading guilty,

fire that shot from a rooming house
and coerced him into doing SO.

bathroom that struck Dr. King as he
William J. Haynes Jr., a Tennes-

Citizens Journal
stood on a motel balcony in Mem-

see assistant state attorney general, Columbus, Ohio
phis in 1968?" arguing the other side, said Fore-

"Yes,"
inan did conduct an extensive
Investigation Columbus Dispatci

LESAR SAID that if there was "And he found nothing to refute Columbus, Ohio
any conspiracy in the killing of Dr. the state's case (against Ray),
King, perhaps the foremost civil Haynes said.

rights leader of his day, then "the And, he said, despite what Ray Journal Herald
conspiracy was to frame James Earl might have said since 1969, "he Dayton, Ohio
Ray." never controverted (one part of a

stipulation that Ray initialed) that
If Ray did not kill Dr. King, then he, and he alone, fired the shot that Dayton Daily News

who did, Lesar was asked. "You killed Dr. King." Dayton, Ohio
know I could not respond to that Haynes said that Foreman ad-
question, even if I thought I knew vised Ray to plead guilty "to save his
the answer," he said. (Ray's) life." 2/4/76

Dr. King was killed April 4, 1968. Judge Anthony Celebrezze, one Date:
of the three judges hearing Ray's Final

Ray was arrested in England later Edition:
that year and on March 10, 1969 appeal, noted that Ray had initialed Marvin Beard

every page of the stipulations con- Author:

taining the statement that he had Editor: William J.
shot Dr. King, but now was denying Title: Keatingthe shooting.

"Then he is lying, either then or
now," Celebrezze said. James Earl Ray

The court took the appeal under
advisement. It will rule later Character:

or
157-1893Classification:

Submitting Office: CINCINNA
Boing Investigated

EARCHED INDEXED

SERIALIZED FILED
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he dad~'t kmd

BY CMEIRI.ES DURFEY
James' Earl Ray did not kill Dr. Askig whether or not Ry c drn

Martin Luther King, his attorneys told sooTwhat he was doing in pleading nowspaper, city and sotate.)
judges of the Sixth Circuit Court of guilty," Celebrezze added, "He prob
Appeals here today. ably knew more law than his attorney,

The attorneys are seeking to have because'he's been in and out of jail so
Ray's 99-year first degree murder son- much."
tence canceled and a new investigation Judge William E. Miller focused on Cincinnati Enqui
into the case and trial ordered. . questions about whether or not Percy Cincinnati, Ohio

"From the very first this case has Foreman, Ray's former attorney, ade- 21been sabatoged with abuse of power," quately represented Ray in the case. Cincinnati Post
a brief filed by Ray's attorneys with Lesar contended Foreman
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals improperly advised Ray to plead guilty Cincinnati, Ohio
says, adding that Ray has been victim- because Foreman did not conduct an
ized by "massive and repeated illegal- independent investigation of the case -Citizens Journal
ities." and because the attorney stands to Citizens Oo

James H. Lesar, a Washington D. C. profit from a book on Ray. Columbus, Ohio
attorney representing Ray, asked 'the IN HIS OPENING statement,
three-judge panet .iciverturn Ray's Lesar called Ray's case "unique and -Columbus Dispatc:
first degree murder co;'viction and bizarre beyond belief."
order a trial so that the evidence in the Attorneys from the Tennessee Columbus, Ohio
case can be brought out in public. Attorney General's office opposed

"I think its the only way for the Ray's request for a new trial and said Journal Herald
matter io be cleared up," Lesar said in that McRae did conduct a detailed Daton Ohio
an interview yesterday. "For the past investigation. D
eight years every attempt that has Ray x"admitted his guilt to the first
been made outside the court room has degree murder of Dr. King with full .ayton Daily New
caused worse confus ytniaiy e".

caus o o he coutknowledge of the direct consequences," Dayton, Ohio
LESAR TOLD the court that Ray the attorney general's brief said.

deserves a new trial because his for
mer attorneys coerced him into plead- KING WAS SLAIN by a sniper's
ing guilty, failed to adequately investi- bullet on April 4, 1968, as he stood on Date: /3/76
gate the King assassination and had a the balcony outside his room at the Edition: 8 tar Final.
conflict of interest which kept theim Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tenn., Author: Charles Durfe
from representing him properly. where he had gone to support a munici- tr Wa1hter

He also contended that U. S. Dis- pal garbage workers strike. Editor: Fieer
trict Court Judge Robert M. McRae, of Ray was arrested at London's Hea- Tt:Frieden ber
Western Tennessee, failed to conduct a throw Airport on June 8, 1968, and
"full-scale judicial inquiry" into. the brought back to the United States, James Earl Ray
assassination as ordered by the where he pleaded guilty to a charge of
Cincinnati-based appeals court in 1974. murdering King on March 10, 1969, in character:

IN QUESTIONING of Lesar this Shelby County (Tenn.) Criminal Court. r
.IN QUESTIONIN of esar thisud He is now serving a 99-year sen-. Coifcto: 157 -18.

mornipanel focused on apparent lies by Ray, tence in the Tennessee State Peniten- clustricanon:

now 48,'during his original trial. tiary and won't be eligible for parole Submitting Office: CINCI'N7
n4duringthisy J. oriinlebz trask d until 2018 when he will be 90 years old.
Judge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked Ray, who could have faced the death O no.n'1nve tJoqa

Lesar if Ray was now contending that penalty, was given the prison term_ in __A' ,LED_
he didn't shoot King. Lesar said that enangewas the ty peao tSERL'exchange for the guilty plca. ;SERI L~
was correct. SHORTLY AFTER pleading guilty,

"Then he lied twice," said Cele- Ray fired his attorney at the time,
brezze, citing Ray's guilty plea in Foreman, a well-known Houston, Tex.,
Shelby County, Tenn. Criminal Court
and in a document presented to that . __c

"e -- Copy to Bureau
Date
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Ray's attorneys say
he didn't kill King

BY CHARLES DURFEY

James Earl Ray did not kill Dr. Asking whether or not Ray under-
Martin Luther King, his attorneys told stood what he was doing in pleading

(Indicate page, name of

judges of the Sixth Circuit Court of newspaper, city and state.)
guilty," Celebrezze added, "He prob-

Appeals here today. ably knew more law than his attorney,
The attorneys are seeking to have because he's been in and out of jail so

Ray's 99-year first degree murder sen- much."
tence canceled and a new investigation Judge William E. Miller focused on Cincinnati Enqui:
into the case and trial ordered. questions about whether or not Percy Cincinnati, Ohio

"From the very first this case has Foreman, Ray's former attorney, ade-
been sabatoged with abuse of power," quately represented Ray in the case. 21
a brief filed by Ray's attorneys with Cincinnati PostLesar contended Foreman
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals improperly advised Ray to plead guilty Cincinnati, Ohio
says, adding that Ray has been victim- because Foreman did not conduct an
ized by "massive and repeated illegal- independent investigation of the case
ities." Citizens Journal

and because the attorney stands to
James H. Lesar, a Washington D.C profit from a book on Ray. Columbus, Ohio

attorney representing Ray, asked the IN HIS OPENING statement,
three-judge panel.in overturn Ray's Lesar called Ray's case "unique and
first degree murder conviction and bizarre beyond belief."

Columbus Dispatch
order a trial so that the evidence in the Columbus, Ohio
case can be brought out in public. Attorneys from the Tennessee

Attorney General's office opposed"I think its the only way for the Ray's request for a new trial and said Journal Herald
matter 10 be cleared up," Lesar said in that McRac did conduct a detailed
an interview yesterday. "For the past investigation. Dayton, Ohio
eight years every attempt that has

been made outside the court room has Ray "admitted his guilt to the first

caused worse confusion."
degree murder of Dr. King with full Dayton Daily New
knowledge of the direct consequences,"

LESAR TOLD the court that Ray
Dayton, Ohio

the attorney general's brief said.
deserves a new trial because his for-
mer attorneys coerced him into plead- KING WAS SLAIN by a sniper's
ing guilty, failed to adequately investi- bullet on April 4, 1968, as he stood on Date: 2/3/76
gate the King assassination and had a the balcony outside his room at the Edition: 8 Star Final
conflict of interest which kept them Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tenn.,
from representing him properly. where he had gone to support a munici- Author: Charles Durfe

He also contended that U. S. Dis- pal garbage workers strike. Editor: Walter
trict Court Judge Robert M. McRae, of Ray was arrested at London's Hea- Title: Friedenberg
Western Tennessee, failed to conduct a throw Airport on June 8, 1968, and
"full-scale judicial inquiry" into the brought back to the United States, James Earl Ray
assassination as ordered by the where he pleaded guilty to a charge of

Cincinnati-based appeals court in 1974. murdering King on March 10, 1969, in Character:

IN QUESTIONING of Lesar this Shelby County (Tenn.) Criminal Court. or
He is now serving a 99-year sen- 157-1893

morning, members of the three-judge
panel focused on apparent lies by Ray, tence in the Tennessee State Peniten- Classification:

now 48, during his original trial. tiary and won't be eligible for parole Submitting Office: CINCINNA
until 2018 when he will be 90 years old.

Judge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked
Ray, who could have faced the death Boing-Investigated

Lesar if Ray was now contending that INDEXED

penalty, was given the prison term in
he didn't shoot King. Lesar said that FILED

exchange for the guilty plea.
was correct. SHORTLY AFTER pleading guilty,

"Then he lied twice," said Cele-
Ray fired his attorney at the time,

brezze, citing Ray's guilty plea in 1-61 1975
Foreman, a well-known Houston, Tex.,

Shelby County, Tenn. Criminal Court
and in a document presented to that
court. Copy to Bureau

Date 2/6/76
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criminal lawyer, and began trying to
withdraw his gu fy(p4a. IEALSO pointed out to the judgeswithrawhisgdiW~i~a.that McRae coour;-ti, .dve complied

RAY'S CASE was taken up in 1970 with the appeals court order to conduct
by Lesar; Bernard Fensterwald Jr., a an indepth investigation bcause teyWashington lawyer and former Senate were not permitted to cross-examineinvestigator; and a group known as the Ray's attorneys, Arthur Hanes and
Committee to Investigate Assassina- he disagreed with official statemens
tions (which has dubbed itself the in court that there was no conspiracy
CIA). They have been providing Ray to kill King.
with free legal help and investigatin They also said that the late Selbythe assassination. . ICircuit Court Judge Preston Battle failRay's attorneys contend he was ed to asked Ray what he meant when
coerced into pleading guilty by what he disagreed with offici statements inForeman called "overwhelming" evi'- court that there was I no conspiracy todence. Ikill King.

LESAR'S BRIEF argues that Fore State attorneys argue there is no
man inadequa Fe arlesented Ray b evidence that Ray's guilty plea was
telling him the evidence against hi coerced and that he made it because he
was "overwmhelminst had no defense. They called the story

In truth, Lesar's brief states, t that there was a conspiracy to kill KingItut,Lsrsbefsae,tE"fictitious" in their brief.
evidence compiled against Ray in- "A d
cluded these deets;A desire to avoid the death pnlcludd tese efets:ty does not viti brs-oluntarinsof

* Police could not prove that Ray the plea, nor does the protestation of
was at the scene of the murder. innocence render the guilty plea invol* Scientific ballistics tests failed to untary," their brief said.link the bullet that killed Dr. King with Ray had been a small-time thief allthe rifle bearing Ray's fingerprints. his life and knew the consequences of

Also, Lesar's brief said, Ray was his guilty plea, they said., u
had insisted to an attorney who pre- RAY WAS KEPT under close surceded Foreman on the case that he did veillance, including the use of closednot kill Dr. King. circuit television because he was an esThey al.o said they both Foreman cape artist and because there was aand Hanes could not represent Ray possibility that someone might try toobjectively because they stood to profit storm his cell and kill him, Tennesseefrom a book written by William Huie officials have said.
that was to detail the King assassina- In arguing Ray's case, Lesar saidtion based on interviews with Ray and he was doing so because "We think ahelp raise funds for Ray's defense. Ray tremendous injustice has been doneconsented to give exclusive informa- and Ray is entitled to a trial."tion to Huie while remaining silent to Lesar said yesterday the actions b
boost potential sales. - public officials and Ray's previous

Lesar cotitends in his brief that attorney are a poor reflection on theForeman only talked with Ray for an integrity of the legal profession.
hour and fifty-three minutes during his The appeal was argued beforefirst-70 days on the case, and that a Chief Judge Harry Phillips and Circuitpublic defender who has also repre- Judges Anthony J. Celebrezze and Wilsented Ray did not interview him dur- liam Miller. It could be several monthsing the first 34 days on the case and before a decision is reached.didn't talk to any witnesses during his
first 48 days.

Tennessee officials also hurt the de
fense case because they kept close
surveillance on him while he was in
jail and censored his mail, including
correspondence with his attorneys,
Isar said.

criminal lawyer, and began trying to
withdraw his guilty plea.
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had no defense. They called the story
In truth, Lesar's brief states, the

evidence compiled against Ray in-
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untary," their brief said.link the bullet that killed Dr. King with

the rifle bearing Ray's fingerprints.
Ray had been a small-time thief allhis life and knew the consequences of

Also, Lesar's brief said, Ray was his guilty plea, they said.had insisted to an attorney who pre-
ceded Foreman on the case that he did

RAY WAS KEPT under close sur-
not kill Dr. King.

veillance, including the use of closedcircuit television because he was an es-
They also said they both Foreman cape artist and because there was aand Hanes could not represent Ray possibility that someone might try to

objectively because they stood to profit storm his cell and kill him, Tennesseefrom a book written by William Huie officials have said.
that was to detail the King assassina-
tion based on interviews with Ray and

In arguing Ray's case, Lesar said

help raise funds for Ray's defense. Ray
he was doing so because "We think a

consented to give exclusive informa-
tremendous injustice has been doneand Ray is entitled to a trial."tion to Huie while remaining silent to

boost potential
Lesar said yesterday the actions by

public officials and Ray's previousLesar contends in his brief that attorney are a poor reflection on theForeman only talked with Ray for an integrity of the legal profession.hour and fifty-three minutes during his
first 70 days on the case, and that a

The appeal was argued before
Chief Judge Harry Phillips and Circuit

public defender who has also repre- Judges Anthony J. Celebrezze and Wil-
sented Ray did not interview him dur- liam Miller. It could be several months
ing the first 34 days on the case and before a decision is reached.
didn't talk to any witnesses during his
first 48 days.

Tennessee officials also hurt the de-
fense case because they kept close
surveillance on him while be was in
jail and censored his mail, including
correspondence with his attorneys,
Lesar said.
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^IRAY ASKS_ FOR TRIAL_ Legal Coun.

INDR. KING'S DEATH Telephone Rm.

IN Director Sec'y

CINCINNATI, F. DI
James Karl ay contgnd he
did not shoot the Rev. Iryar
tin Luther King 3, He says his

guilty plea was illegally cdrced
and wants a trial, an attorney
for Mr. Ray argued before a
Fedea appalscourt l~udah

Federal Court of Appea l for
the Sixth Circuit, which q es.
tioned Mr.. Ray's atto~neya
James H. Lesar, in unusually
long, 75-minute oral arguirtants,
is expected to take s86ral

eeks before deciding $ NMr
ay will get a trial.

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date
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RAY ASKS FOR TRIAL Legal Coun.

IN DR. KING'S DEATH Telephone Rm.

Director Sec'y

CINCINNATI, Feb. 3 (UPI)-
James Earl Ray contends he

did not shoot the Rev. Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. He says his stage
guilty plea was illegally courced

and wants a trial, an attorney
for Mr. Ray argued before a
Federal appeals court Tuesday.

A three-judge panel of the

Federal Court of Appeals for and
the Sixth Circuit, which ques-

tioned Mr. Ray's attorney.
James H. Lesar, in unusually

long, 75-minute oral arguments,

is expected to take several

weeks before deciding Mer
Ray will get a trial.

BOROWICK (LAST)

The Washington Post

Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times 57
The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

2.5.76Date
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HEARD TALK HERE

Eaves' King. Conspiracy T,.
Probe Is Old to FBI _______

Director Sec'y I

By BARRY HENDERSON Buckhead Art gallery where he was working
The "new information" on a conspiracy in March, 1968, a week to the day before the (Indicate page, name of

theory in the 1968 death of Dr. Martin Lu- April 4, 1968, King slaying. James Earl Ray newspaper, city and state.)

ther King Jr. announced by Atlanta Public . was convicted and later sentenced to life Page 1 -A

Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves in imprisonment for the killing. TH,
a June 20 statement has turned out to be The statement said Watson heard a ATLANTA CONSTITUTI0N
information investigated in 1971 by the television news broadcast from the room de
Atlanta FBI office and, apparently, dis- scribing Dr. King's leadership of a Memphis Atlarita, Georgia
carded. garbage workers' strike and heard one of

Atlanta police sources confirmed Tues- the men in the room say he was "going to

day that the leads they were investigating shoot that damn King in the head and frame

at Eaves' suggestion came from Robert ajailbird, voice from Kthennoo set the
Byron Watson, 21, a twice-convicted viola- Another ice from the rom that

tor of federal narcotics laws, who. is date for King's killing at a week from that2'
incarcerated in the federal youth center at day, the Watson statement continued.

Ashland, Ky., just beginning a five-year sen- Mrs. Watson, who said she picked up
tence. her son at the gallery after the alleged con

James B. O'Keefe, assistant to the spe- spiracy was hatched, said he told her about -'

cial agent in charge of the Atlanta FBI of- the date specified. And when it came true,

fice, said, "We had the (Watson) story in they were both too frightened of a "syndi

1971, and it was referred to the Justice de- cate" of dope smugglers and assassins they

partment, and we have not been advised to thought were involved in the incident to

investigate it further since that time." come forward.

Watson, in a lengthy statement at- At the time, Robert Watson was a 14

tributed to him by his mother, Mrs. R. W. year-old freshman at North Fulton High

Watson, described a conversation he over
eard among men in an anteroom of a chool, whose interest in ancient artifact'

ad led him to work in the shop, she said.
Contending that her and her son's guilt Date: 7.9-75

leas in 1972 to heroin importation charged Edition:MOTesg
vere the result of pressure from the so

called syndicate, whose members purport- Author:Berry 1enderso
edly included "people high in the govern- Editor: Reg Murphy
ment," Mrs. Watson said threats on her son Title: gT[JFj{IN
and herself had intensified when, in 1970,
they flew to Washington at their own ex
pense to try to bring the conspiracy directly
to the attention of former President Nixon. Character:

The Watson statement said the mother or
and son "spent several hours" being interro
gated by Secret Service agents, who con- classification: _J+28
cluded the youth "must be crazy." submitting Office: ATLANTA

Watson has subsequently been
convicted, on a nolo contendere plea in De- E] Being Investigated

Kalb County state court, of violating the
Georgia Controlled Substances Act (mari
juana possession), and in an Atlanta U. S.
District Court trial of possession and dist
bution of cocaine, both while on federal p

ole from the 1972 sentence. His stateme t
escribed both charges as "frames," and h
other said the federal case, decided May
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Telephone Rm.
Director Sec'y

By BARRY HENDERSON Buckhead Art gallery where he was working

The "new information" on a conspiracy in March, 1968, a week to the day before the (Indicate page, name of

theory in the 1968 death of Dr. Martin Lu- April 4, 1968, King slaying. James Earl Ray newspaper, city and state.)

ther King Jr. announced by Atlanta Public was convicted and later sentenced to life Page 1-A

Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves in imprisonment for the killing. THE

a June 20 statement has turned out to be The statement said Watson heard a ATLANTA CONSTITUTION
information investigated in 1971 by the television news broadcast from the room de-

Atlanta FBI office and, apparently, dis- scribing Dr. King's leadership of a Memphis Atlanta, Georgia
garbage workers' strike and heard one of

carded.
Atlanta police sources confirmed Tues- the men in the room say he was "going to

day that the leads they were investigating shoot that damn King in the head and frame

at Eaves' suggestion came from Robert a jailbird, just as they had Kennedy."

Byron Watson, 21, a twice-convicted viola- Another voice from the room set the

tor of federal narcotics laws, who is date for King's killing at a week from that

incarcerated in the federal youth center at day, the Watson statement continued.

Ashland, Ky., just beginning a five-year sen- Mrs. Watson, who said she picked up

tence. her son at the gallery after the alleged con-

James B. O'Keefe, assistant to the spe- spiracy was hatched, said he told her about

cial agent in charge of the Atlanta FBI of- the date specified. And when it came true,

fice, said, "We had the (Watson) story in they were both too frightened of a "syndi-

1971, and it was referred to the Justice de- cate" of dope smugglers and assassins they

partment, and we have not been advised to thought were involved in the incident to

investigate it further since that time." come forward.

Watson, in a lengthy statement at- At the time, Robert Watson was a 14-

tributed to him by his mother, Mrs. R. W. year-old freshman at North Fulton High

Watson, described a conversation he over-

heard among men in an anteroom of a
School, whose interest in ancient artifact
had led him to work in the shop, she said.

Contending that her and her son's guilty Date: 7-9-75
eleas in 1972 to heroin importation charges
were the result of pressure from the so-

Edition Morning
called syndicate, whose members purport-

Author: Berry Henderson
edly included "people high in the govern- Editor: Reg Murphy
ment," Mrs. Watson said threats on her son Title: MURKIN
and herself had intensified when, in 1970,

they flew to Washington at their own ex-

pense to try to bring the conspiracy directly
to the attention of former President Nixon. Character:

The Watson statement said the mother or
and son "spent several hours" being interro-

gated by Secret Service agents, who con- Classification: 44-2386
cluded the youth "must be crazy." Submitting Office: ATLANTA

Watson has subsequently been

convicted, on a nolo contendere plea in De- Being Investigated

Kalb County state court, of violating the

Georgia Controlled Substances Act (mari-

juana possession), and in an Atlanta U. S.

District Court trial of possession and distr-

bution of cocaine, both while on federal pi-
trole from the 1972 sentence. His statement

described both charges as "frames," and his

mother said the federal case, decided May
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3, 1975, is being appealed.
Capt. K. E. Burnette, head of Atlanta

olice intelligence investigations, declined to
omment on the conspiracy investigation
hile commissioner Eaves is in Boston, at

tending the U. S. Conference of Mayors.

But, a police investigator who had han
dled the material said the probe had "not
been able to verify that there was a conspir
acy, nor to prove that there wasn't."

Since the first few days of the investi
gation of Dr. King's death, when a Ford
Mustang believed used by James Earl Ray
turned up abandoned in Atlanta's Capitol
Homes housing project, there has been
broad but unsubstantiated speculation that a
conspiracy in the civil rights leader's death
was hatched here.

Young Watson's father, Robert Willard
Watson, was a former Atlanta policeman
and was a Fulton County sheriff's deputy at
the time of his death on the last day of 1966.

e was killed in the line of duty in a south
eorgia auto crash while transporting a
risoner back to the Fulton Jail, according

Sheriff Leroy Stynchecomb.

23, 1975, is being appealed.

Capt. K. E. Burnette, head of Atlanta

police intelligence investigations, declined to
comment on the conspiracy investigation
while commissioner Eaves is in Boston, at-

tending the U.S. Conference of Mayors.

But, a police investigator who had han-

dled the material said the probe had "not

been able to verify that there was a conspir-

acy, nor to prove that there wasn't."

Since the first few days of the investi-

gation of Dr. King's death, when a Ford

Mustang believed used by James Earl Ray

turned up abandoned in Atlanta's Capitol
Homes housing project, there has been

broad but unsubstantiated speculation that a

conspiracy in the civil rights leader's death

was hatched here.

Young Watson's father, Robert Willard

Watson, was a former Atlanta policeman
and was a Fulton County sheriff's deputy at
the time ofhis death on the last day of 1966.

He was killed in the line of duty in a south

Georgia auto crash while transporting a
risoner back to the Fulton Jail, according
0 Sheriff Leroy Stynchecomb.
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7r i eTHE ATLANTA JOURhNAL
Atlanta, Georgia

IP TH A 41 T JA0TRNA

IPolice
By CLIFF GREEN
and ED JAHN
A twice-convicted drug dealer is the source of a D

artin Luther King Jr. assassination theory under inves
gation by the Atlanta Bureau of Police Services, The
Atlanta Journal has learned.

The investigation has received national publicity since
Public Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves turned the Date: 7
report over to FBI Director Clarence Kelley last week. 7 8-7

However, the same story was given to the Atlanta of- Edition:Evening
I fice of the FBI four years ago. "We had the story in 1971, Author: Green/Jahn

checked it out and forwarded the information (to Washing- Editor: Jack Spaldln
ton)," a spokesman for the office said.

Title: M T1P TT
The spokesman said the Atlanta office did nothing on

the newest tale, because "the information had been previ
ously received."

On June 20, The Journal reported Eaves was Character:
investigating a conspiracy plot in the 1968 King assassina- or
tion and that the commissioner considered his information
"strong.,, Classification: 1+4-2386

Newsweek magazine this week reported Eaves handed Submitting Office: ATL_ TA
elley a 60-page summary of the police investigation, [] Being Investigated

hich was subsequently turned over to the Justice Depar
ent.

The Journal has learned that the source of the story
21-year-old Robert Byron Watson, who has been convicte
twice on federal drug charges.

Essentially, Watson claims he overheard several
Atlanta men discuss a plot to kill King the day before the
civil rights leader was gunned down in Memphis, Tenn.

Eaves, who is in Boston attending the U.S. Conference
f Mayors, refused to confirm or deny Watson is the.
ource of the story. But he did say his investigators had
authenticated" oart of the story.
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Police
By CLIFF GREEN

1

and ED JAHN
A twice-convicted drug dealer is the source of a Dt.

Martin Luther King Jr. assassination theory under investi
gation by the Atlanta Bureau of Police Services, The
Atlanta Journal has learned.

The investigation has received national publicity since
Public Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves turned the Date:
report over to FBI Director Clarence Kelley last week. 7-8-75

However, the same story was given to the Atlanta of- Edition: Evening
I fice of the FBI four years ago. "We had the story in 1971, Author: Green/Jahn

checked it out and forwarded the information (to Washing- Editor: Jack Spaldington)," a spokesman for the office said. Title: MURKIN
The spokesman said the Atlanta office did nothing on

the newest tale, because "the information had been previ-
ously received."

On June 20, The Journal reported Eaves was Character:

investigating a conspiracy plot in the 1968 King assassina- or
tion and that the commissioner considered his information

Classification:
"strong." 44-2386

Newsweek magazine this week reported Eaves handed Submitting Office: ATLANTA
Kelley a 60-page summary of the police investigation,

Being Investigated

which was subsequently turned over to the Justice Depar
ment.

The Journal has learned that the source of the story is

21-year-old Robert Byron Watson, who has been convicted

twice on federal drug charges.

Essentially, Watson claims he overheard several

Atlanta men discuss a plot to kill King the day before the

eivil rights leader was gunned down in Memphis, Tenn.

Eaves, who is in Boston attending the U.S. Conference

of Mayors, refused to confirm or deny Watson is the
source of the story. But he did say his investigators had

authenticated" part of the storv.
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Other police sources said they were developing theinformation from Watson in hopes of gathering informatii
on other possible criminal activities.

Watson and his mother were, convicted in, 1972 o4federal charges relating to the importation of heroin. Th
18-year-old was sentenced to imprisonment in a federal
penitentiary and his mother, Mrs. R. W. Watson, was
placed on probation, according to court records.

While on parole, Watson was charged in DeKalb
County on one count of possession of less than one ounce
of marijuana and creating a turmoil, records show.

In addition, his parole was jeopardized for a time be
cause of an allegedly unauthorized trip to Chile last year.

Two months ago, Watson was convicted in U. S. Dis
trict Court here on a charge of conspiracy to distribute six
ounces of pure cocaine. The conviction is being appealed,
according to court records.

An early Watson statement, now in The Journal's pos
session, claims the assassination plot was overheard at a
now-defunct business on Peachtree Road near Buckhead.

Watson, whose father is dead, said he used to hang
around the place because the firm imported pre-Columbian
artifacts and he was interested in archeology, according to
the statement.

Upon entering the business the day before King was
shot, Watson said in the statment, he overheard one of the
men involved in the business say he was "going to shoot
that damn bastard King in the head and frame a jail
bird..."

Watson said in the statement that he and his mother
flew to Washington in June 1970, and tried to give the
information' to President Nixon and his aides. In addition,
they saw FBI agents there, .who recommended the informa
tion be turned over to the Atlanta office.

Mrs. Watson said Tuesday the statement currently
under investigation is "not the statement you have."

The latest document, which is more than 40 pages
long, "goes into more detail," she said.

Mrs. Watson said the information was given to Eaves
by Lamar J. Singleton, whom she described as'an assistan

o state Rep. Hosea Williams.
Singleton could not be reached for comment.

Other police sources said they were developing the
information from Watson in hopes of gathering, informatio
on other possible criminal activities.

Watson and this mother were convicted in 1972 or
federal charges relating to the importation of heroin. The
18-year-old was sentenced to imprisonment in a federal
penitentiary and his mother, Mrs. R. W. Watson, was
placed on probation, according to court records.

While on parole, Watson was charged in DeKalb
County on one count of possession of less than one ounce
of marijuana and creating a turmoil, records show.

In addition, his parole was jeopardized for a time be-
cause of an allegedly unauthorized trip to Chile last year.

Two months ago, Watson was convicted in U. S. Dis-
trict Court here on a charge of conspiracy to distribute six
ounces of pure cocaine. The conviction is being appealed,
according to court records.

An early Watson statement, now in The Journal's pos-
session, claims the assassination plot was overheard at a
now-defunct business on Peachtree Road near Buckhead.

Watson, whose father is dead, said he used to hang
around the place because the firm imported pre-Columbian
artifacts and he was interested in archeology, according to
the statement.

Upon entering the business the day before King was
shot, Watson said in the statment, he overheard one of the
men involved in the business say he was "going to shoot
that damn bastard King in the head and frame a jail-
bird..."

Watson said in the statement that he and his mother
flew to Washington in June 1970, and tried to give the
information to President Nixon and his aides. In addition,
they saw FBI agents there, who recommended the informa-
tion be turned over to the Atlanta office.

Mrs. Watson said Tuesday the statement currently
under investigation is "not the statement you have."

The latest document, which is more than 40 pages

long, "goes into more detail," she said.
Mrs. Watson said the information was given to Eaves

by Lamar J. Singleton, whom she described as an assistant
to state Rep. Hosea Williams.

Singleton could not be reached for comment.
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Eaves Still Stands
By King Material

By CLIFF GREEN atson, who has been con- (In ate page, name of
Atlanta Public Safety Cor vi ted of importing heroin ' newspaper, city and state.)

missioner A. Reginald Eave a conspiracy to distribute
said Friday he will continue si ounces of cocaine, said in & Page 2-A
probing "new" material on h' statement he overheard THE ATLANTA JOURNAL
the assassination of Dr. Mar- several men discussing the Atlanta Georgiatin Luther King Jr. despite plot to assasinate King just 9*FBI claims that the theory is .before the killing.
at least four years old. According to his statement,

Eaves two weeks ago gave Watson claims he heard one
# FBI Director Clarence Kelley of the men say he was "going

a 60-page summary of the Bu- to shoot that damn bastard
reau of Police Services' inves- King and frame a jailbird...."
tigation into what was de- Watson, who was 14 years
scribed as new material on Id at the time, claims his
Dr. King's death. ugs convictions are

The Atlanta Journal Tues- rames," hatched by "the
day revealed that the ,Tndicate" and high govern
material was drawn from a ent officials to keep him
lengthy statement made by I t about the murdersRobert Byron Watson, 21, who th King and Presidejhas been convicted twice on nnedy.federal drug charges. , The plot was allegedlyIn -addition, The Journal overheard at a now-closed artstory quoted a spokesman fo gallery near Buckhead.the Atlanta FBI office as say Eaves said he never exing the agency had investi pressed confidence in the magated the material in 1971. terial, but "indicated some ofEaves said Friday some of it was convincing."
the information contained in ther police sources say Date: 7 '77r
the statement is as recent as th are using the Watson Edition:EV eninglast year. "So they couldn't st ement to lead then ga
have had it four years ago." teett edte Author: Cliiff Green

But this was immediately Editor: Jack Spalding
puted by the FBI. ther information on possibl ritle: ][]RKIN
James B. O'Keefe, assistant riminal activities, primariTt r

to the special agent in charge rugs.
of the Atlanta FBI office said
the material is "identical" to But Eaves said he would' Character:
that investigated in 1971. not abandon any of the probe or

"I will stick by that original at this point.
statement," O'Keefe added. "I expect my staff to brief Classification: 4)

After the initial investiga- me on the investigation Mon- submitting Office: ATLANTA
In, the FBI forwarded a re- da " he said. "Then we'1

jrt of its probe to Washing- m eea determinfation" [ ] Being Investigated
t ', but never received orders w ther to pursue the pro
t pursue the investigation an further.
further. - -- - - - --
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at least four years old. According to his statement,

Eaves two weeks ago gave Watson claims he heard one
FBI Director Clarence Kelley of the men say he was "going
a 60-page summary of the Bu- to shoot that damn bastard
reau of Police Services' inves- King and frame a jailbird "
tigation into what was de- Watson, who was 14 years
scribed as new material on old at the time, claims his
Dr. King's death. drugs convictions are

The Atlanta Journal Tues- frames," hatched by "the
day revealed that the syndicate" and high govern-
material was drawn from a ment officials to keep him st
lengthy statement made by lent about the murders df
Robert Byron Watson, 21, who

has been convicted twice on
both King and Presiden
Kennedy.federal drug charges.

In addition, The Journal
The plot was allegedly

overheard at a now-closed art
story quoted a spokesman for

gallery near Buckhead.
the Atlanta FBI office as say- Eaves said he never ex-
ing the agency had investi-

pressed confidence in the ma-
gated the material in 1971. terial, but "indicated some of

Eaves said Friday some of it was convincing."the information contained in Other police sources say
Date: 7-11-75

the statement is as recent as
they are using the Watson

last year. "So they couldn't
Edition: Evening

statement to lead them tohave had it four years ago."
Author: Cliff Green

But this was immediately Editor:
ther information on possible

Jack Spalding
disputed by the FBI. Title:

riminal activities, primarily
MURKIN

James B. O'Keefe, assistant
to the special agent in charge drugs.

of the Atlanta FBI office said
the material is "identical" to But Eaves said he would Character:
that investigated in 1971. not abandon any of the probe

"I will stick by that original
at this point.

or

statement," O'Keefe added. "I expect my staff to brief Classification: 44.
After the initial investiga-

me on the investigation Mon- Submitting Office: ATLANTA
on, the FBI forwarded a re- day," he said. "Then we'll

port of its probe to Washing-
make a determination" on Being Investigated

ten, but never received orders whether to pursue the probe

to pursue the investigation
an further.

further.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-350 (Rev. 7-15-63)
Assoc. Dir.
Dep.-A.D.-Adm
Dep.-A.D.-Iny

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs

(Mount C(poia_in_SancaJielo.vwl A Files &Com.

efnse Brief Says Ray
Laboratory

Tramed' In King Kiing Spec.
A.9JJ LL Training -__

Legal Coun._
An attorney for James Earl Ra calculated, successful attempt to impli- Telephone Rm.

claimed in a written argument in feder- cate Ray. Director Sec'y
al court yesterday that Ray was_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

al curt estedaythatRa ywas Taken together, Lesar said in his
"framed" as the murderer of Dr. Mar- . (Indicate page, name of

tin Luther Kin Jr argument yesterday, the evidence indi- Fnew spaper, city and state.)
' cates "that the bullet removed fromJames H. Lesar of Washington said -n."h ultrmvdfoDr. King is traceable to a rifle other

proof presented at Ray's evidentiary than the one left on,South Main
hearing here removes even the \Street."
"shadow of a doubt" that Ray partici- Witout further elaboration, Lesar - 1
pated in the slaying. argued: "This means that there was a

"In fact, all the evidence now points conspiracy to kill Dr. King. It also
to the fact that* James Earl Ray was eliminates any reasonable belief that - CA
framed of a crime he didn't commit. James Earl Ray was part of that con
The evidence increasingly indicates spiracy."
that law enforcement officials, both Lesar's argument was in response to
state and federal, have covered up the the state's final written arguments - ILPH IS, N
evidence of this frameup." filed Dec. 2.

Lesar based his contention on testi- McRae has taken the arguments
mony by a firearms expert who testi- under advisement, promising a ruling
fied in Ray's behalf, claiming the bullet "as soon as possible" on whether Ray
removed from King could have been is entitled to withdrawihis guilty plea

r traced to a specific rifle. An FBI fire- and stand trial for mg slaying.
arms expert who examined the bullet
shortly after the slaying had concluded
it could not be traced to a particular
gun.

Testimony at the hearing before
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.
showed that police recovered the rifle
on the sidewalk next to a boarding
house on South Main from which the Date:
fatal shot supposedly was fired. Police,
concluded the rifle was the slaying Edition:

weapon and accidentally was dropped Author:

on the sidewalk as Ray fled the scene. Editor: GORDON HANNA
Lesar and his co-counsel claimed the
rifle was left on the sidewalk by anoth- 'ritle:

er person - a man named ."oul"
t ho deliberately dropped the rifle in a cacor
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or

Classificat a

Submitting Office:
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Lesar based his contention on testi- McRae has taken the arguments
mony by a firearms expert who testi- under advisement, promising a ruling
fied in Ray's behalf, claiming the bullet "as soon as possible" on whether Ray
removed from King could have been is entitled to withdraw his guilty plea
traced to a specific rifle. An FBI fire- and stand trial for the King slaying.
arms expert who examined the bullet
shortly after the slaying had concluded
it could not be traced to a particular
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on the sidewalk next to a boarding
house on South Main from which the 12-18-74Date:
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neys for James Earl Ray said on their claim that the bullet newspaper, city and state.)

Tuesday there was a conspir- taken from King's body could Page 8-C
acy to kill Dr. Martin Luther be traced to a rifle other than
King Jr. but that evidence one found on the street near THE ATLANTA JOURNAL
"eliminates any reasonable downtown rooming ho us
belief" that Ray was part of from which authorities say th
it . - fatal shot was fired ,April 4

In a brief filed in.U.S. Dis. 1968. Police-have said the rifle
trict Court, the attorneys said discovered near the -slaying
"evidence now points to the scene bore Ray's fingerprints
fact that James Earl Ray was and was the murder weapon.
framed for a crime he didn't I An FBI firearms expert has
commit." - - _ said the fatal bullet fragment

"The evidence increasingly was so mutilated that he could
indicates that 1 a w enforce- not say to the exclusion of all
ment officials, both state and other similar weapons that it
federal,. have covered up the came from the gun found on

evidence of this frameup," the street.

Ray's attorneys said. Ray's has claimed he wa"
"...There was a conspiracy lured to the rooming house-b'

to kill Dr. King ... but evidence: a person named "Raoul", anl
elimiinates any reasonable be- that he did not kill the civ~
lief that James Earl Ray was rights leader.

part of the conspiracy." His attorneys made their

R ny' s attorneys, James arguments in response to. a

Lesar and Bernard Fenster- brief filed by the state, con

wald, Washington, D.C., based tending that eay made a
r'.."easoned: 'anid reasonable" Dt: 1 -57

---- - decisiontoplead guilty to kill
ing King in order to avoid the Edition: Evening
death penalty. Author: AP

U.S. District Court Judge Editor: ack SpaIding
Robert M. MRnae Jr. held an Tine: JAMES EARL RAY
eight-day hearing two months. il: JMS ER A
ago oniwhether Ray is entitled
to withdraw his guilty plea
and stand trial' for murder.
'Ray, now serving a 99-year
prison sentence, says he was or

pressured into the guilty plea classification:
on March 10, 1969. Submitting Office: ATLANTA

McRae is expected to rule S

within a month. - .] Being Investigated
In their brief, Lesar and

Fensterwald said: "A Water-+
gatetype cover-up of the assas
sination of Dr. King continues
until this day. That and that
aloiie explains the frenzied efrt
forts f the state to obstruct,
an eximiiation of the physi
calAtidence by petitionrs
inves' Bltor and counsel." '9
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belief" that Ray was part of from which authorities say the
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In a brief filed in U.S. Dis- 1968. Police have said the rifle
trict Court, the attorneys said discovered near the slaying

"evidence now points to the scene bore Ray's fingerprints

fact that James Earl Ray was and was the murder weapon.

framed for a crime he didn't An FBI firearms expert has
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ment officials, both state and other similar weapons that it
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Ray's attorneys said. Ray's has claimed he waí
" There was a conspiracy lured to the rooming house by

to kill Dr. King but evidence a person named "Raoul" and

eliminates any reasonable be- that he did not kill the civil

lief that James Earl Ray was rights leader.
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Lesar and Bernard Fenster- brief filed by the state con-

wald, Washington, D.C., based tending that Ray made a
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decision to plead guilty to kill- Date: 12-18-74
ing King in order to avoid the Edition: Evening
death penalty. Author: AP

U.S. District Court Judge Editor:
Robert M. McRae Jr. held are

Jack Spalding
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ago on whether Ray is entitled
to withdraw his guilty plea,
and stand trial for murder.

Ray, now serving a 99-year
Character:

prison sentence, says he was or

pressured into the guilty plea Classification:
on March 10, 1969.

McRae is expected to rule Submitting Office: ATLANTA

within a month. Being Investigated
In their brief, Lesar and

Fensterwald said: "A Water-

gatetype cover-up of the assas-
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until this day. That and that
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forts of the state to obstruct

an examination of the physi-
cal evidence by petitioner's
investigator and counsel."
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guestions onD . ing's Murder Likely to Remai
Whether orNot Ray Wins CurrentPleafor 2d T

tion itself. He ruled that)
iBy MARTIN WALDRON bai ir. Ray wk ff d

A. Federal Court judge in ing that his lawyers had vir-'
Memphis is nearing a decision tuafl abandoned him, it was
on James Earl Ray's petition germane to know what Mr.,
for a new trial in the killing of Ray had told his attorneys
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King while they were preparing tol

'Jr. But whatever form the deci- defend him.
sidlnetakes,.it is not likely to an-, Mr. Ray said he had con
sweE many of the questions sistently told his attorneys that
thgt ..have lingered ever since h 'id not fire the shot that
the 1968 assassination. killei Dr. King. But he said

Following a two-week hear- he did not tell them the entire
ing that ended on Nov. 1 before story. He said he had witness
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr., at- es who could establish that he
torneys for both sides filed' Was nothing more than an un
bniefs this week. Counsel for kheing accomplice in the mur
Mr.", Ray contended that his d'r but that he had withheld
conviction should be set aside; their names because he did
the-tate of Tennessee said he not .>-want them harassed by
had pleaded guilty of his own agents of the Federal Bureau
'free will. of .Investigation. The Washington Post

Jge McRae has given the l'The story that Mr. Rayd Washington Star-News
QppgQsi'ng lawyers until Dec. 13 in the hearing does not differ Wsigo trNw
op fie their final arguments be- materially with that pieced to- Daily News (New York)

1te.'he decides whether Mr. s est in The New York Times
Ray,servng 9 yers n prson months after the 1968 assas

Ray, sermg 99 years in prison sination, except for some de- The Wall Street Journal
foacthe murder, should be given t.l~ h ainlOsre
°a ne* trial. tgds, The National ObserverSnWtrial. *haedube ht Mr. Ray escaped from the

Tose who have doubted that Mssouri State Penitentiary in The Los Angeles Times
James Earl Ray shot the civil April
rights leader had their doubts yeas of a 20-yearserving seven
reinforced by the evidence yeat fa2-year sentence for
given at the hearing, robbery. He lived in Canada 0 C 7

gie King was slain on April fdr severa months and then) Date
4; T68, as he stood "on the Mexico' before establishing him
b606by of a motel in down- self with a new identity in Los
tow, Memphis. James Earl Ray Angeles.was arrested in London on During these months, he said,i Jun'8, 1968, and charged with Drin sevm althousaid
the murder: He pleaded guilty 1 s by given several tioisbend
on March 0, 1969, and re factor, a "Latin" with reddish)clvetl the 99-year sentence. l the code ame

Although the hearing earlier; o of
this Mall was called to help
Jud McRae determine wheth-!
er M. Ray was treated fairly!
by the prosecution a4 by his

Idefease. attorneys i as
!I. ne loelsQ
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58 tion itself. He ruled that
By MARTIN WALDRON because Mr Ray was contend-

A Federal Court judge in ing that his lawyers had vir-
Memphis is nearing a decision tually abandoned him, it was
on James Earl Ray's petition germane to know what Mr.
for a new trial in the killing of Ray had told his attorneys
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King while they were preparing to

"Jr. But whatever form the deci- defend him.
sion takes, it is not likely to an- Mr. Ray said he had con-
swer many of the questions sistently told his attorneys that
that have lingered ever since he did not fire the shot that
the 1968 assassination. killed Dr. King. But he said

Following a two-week hear- he did not tell them the entire
ing that ended on Nov. 1 before story. He said he had witness-
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr., at- es who could establish that he

torneys for both sides filed was nothing more than an un-
briefs this week. Counsel for knowing accomplice in the mur-
Mr." Ray contended that his der, but that he had withheld

conviction should be set aside; their names because he did

the-state of Tennessee said he not ,swant them harassed by
had pleaded guilty of his own agents of the Federal Bureau
free will. of Investigation. The Washington Post

Judge McRae has given the The story that Mr. Ray told

opposing lawyers until Dec. 13 in the hearing does not differ Washington Star-News

to file their final arguments be- materially with that pieced to- Daily News (New York)

fore- he decides whether Mr. gether by newsmen in the The New York Times 58
months after the 1968 assas-

Ray, serving 99 years in prison
for the murder, should be given sination, except for some de- The Wall Street Journal

a new trial. tails, The National Observer
Those who have doubted that Mr. Ray escaped from the

Missouri State Penitentiary in The Los Angeles Times
James Earl Ray shot the civil April, 1967, after serving seven
rights leader had their doubts
reinforced by the evidence years of a 20-year sentence for

given at the hearing.
robbery. He lived in Canada DEC7 1974
for several months and then

Dr. King was slain on April Date
in Birmingham, Ala., and in

4, 1968, as he stood on the Mexico before establishing him-
balcony of a motel in down- self with a new identity in Los
town, Memphis. James Earl Ray Angeles.was arrested in London on

During these months, he said
June 8, 1968, and charged with hé was given several thousand
the murder. He pleaded guilty dollars by a mysterious bene
on March 10, 1969, and re-

factor, a "Latin" with reddish
ceived the 99-year sentence. blond hair and the code name

Although the hearing earlier of "Raoul.
this fall was called to help
Judge McRae determine wheth-
er Mr. Ray was treated fairly
by the prosecution and by his
defense. attorneys six years
ago12 the jadge allowed some
questions about the assassifia
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Mr. Ra,~i ht~"" esi Th±~ aries somewhat atfcr.'Ra'em aied thet-mm smuggledd, dis- this point; delendin yr wfar m h sugle cussed going to Biry"TliirikimFto
several stilall packages into the buy a gun. He had an Alabama The version related to. theUnited States from Canada and driving license under an as- Judge by Arthur Haes'rt of
smuggled an automobile tire in- sumed name and he thought he Birmingham, . who with histo Mexico. Most of the time, might have to show identifica- father were among Mr. Ray's;
he .aid, he sat around waitim ri R noughtaerin t original attorneys, was that

-for instructions from "Raoul," M Ray did not explain to "Raoul" told Mr. Ray togo getwho,.had promised him $12,000 h-- e-a tear ter Rad delivered
anthafredpssot Judge why' he wanted a' the car after he had delivered;

after eId c in late 'gun, but his new lawyers have the binoculars, and to park theAfe ea9gMxioi at ayrshv car: in front of the rooming1967 and setting himself up in said that Mr., Ray contends house and to have a beer or
Los -Angeles, Mr. Ray took a that he thought he was going two while "Raoul" shaved and
courke in ballroom dancing, at- to join a gun-smuggling ring in changed clothes in the roomtended a school for bartenders Memphis and .that the other which Mr. Ray had rented.and had plastic surgery on hisMrRadanserlbes
nose. He said that he had party" wanted him to buy a atMr. Ray rankver ad be
wanted to alter his features so heavy rifle to show the gun back to the rooming house tothatthe would not resemble the runners the variety that he see why "Raoul"
picture on the wanted poster might steal for them. R
issued after his escape from the , Gave False Name 'Hanes said. While Mr. Ray wasMissburi prison. On March 29, Mr. Ray drove 'standing on the sidewalk in

O'March 15, 1968, Mr. Ray -to Birmingham and bought a front of the rooming house, he;abiuptly checked out of the .243-caliber rifle and when he heard a shot and saw "Raoul"resident hotel where he had was not asked for identifica- rush down the stairs from thebeen living in Los Angeles and tion, he gave the name Harvey second floor of the roomingdrove eastward in the white 'Lowmeyer^ house and throw the rifle intoMustang automobile he had i Mr. Ray said that the first Mr. Ray's suitcase in an alcovebought in Birmingham, Ala., ;rifle he bought "was the wrong leading into the Canipe Amusesome six -months previously. 'type. I had to take it back and all e
He said that the $1,995 that; get another." The second rifle meit Company, a smr. sp
the oar cost came from "Ra- was a .30/06-caliber rifle. Mr. Mr. Ray knew he was in trouou1f -- ' Ray said he also "got" a.38- l n ld r ae ad

, TolRay told Judge McRae caliber revolver during a ble and fled, Mr. Hanes .said.
that'when he left Los Angeles, .two-day trip to Birmingham. Details as Given by Ray
he Was 'supposed to meet "a Mr. Ray said that after ex- Mr. Ray's version, as related'
pariy, in New Orleans, but 'changing the rifle, he drove on the witness stand and
that when he arrived in the back to Atlanta and spent the through his new attorneys, is
Louisiana city, "the party" had night. The next day, he started that he had been stopped by
gone to Birmingham and Mr. driving to Memphis, he said. 'the Tennessee Highway Patrol
Ray. yvas told to meet him On April 2, he. arrived in the night before because one of
there. 'Memphis and registered at al his tires was low.

William Bradford Huie, the -motel and said that on that After buying the binoculars
Alabama author who wrote night he gave the rifle to: and delivering them to "Raoul"
articles for Look magazine in "Raoul." ' at the rooming house, Mr: Ray
October and November, 1968, He said that "Raoul" told; said he went to the parking lot,
based on information Mr. Ray him to rent a room at a din y, got his Mustang and took' it to
supplied him from jail, has rooming house at 422'/' a service station to have the
saidy that Mr. Ray was "stalk- South Main Street in Memphis. tire fixed.
Ing" Dr. King on that trip east- By the time he got 'back to
ward from Los Angeles. h t- the rooming house, the shoot

IvMr. Huie cited as evidence The back of the house had a te had already occurred and
of this assertion the fact that view of the motel where ir.gh lreas swarid and

i~irgwasstDr.. the street was swarming with
Mr. Ray had spent the night Kmg was staying. police. Mr. Ray said he did, not
of March 22, 1968, in Selma, Repots Being Lost even slow down. He diove'to
Ala., while Dr. King was sched- Mr. Ray said that he was IAtlanta, he said, abanddned the
uled to make a civil rights supposed to be at the rooming 1Iustang at a housing* project
speech in a town some 30 miles 'house at 3 P.M. on the after- and caught a bus to Cinin
away. Mr. Ray told the judge noon of April 4, but that he got nati.
he spent the night in Selma lost and put his car in a park i In addition to the, details of
because he had gotten lost on ing lot and had to walk seven (Mr. two neWi bits
the -way from New Orleans to or eight blocks to the rooming'
Birmingham and had detoured. house, where he paid for a
thrdiigh Selma by mistake. week's ren,t on a room.

M. Ray said that on March -Then, still 'under goers from,
23 in Birmingham, "I met an- "Riaoul' Mr. Ray'vwent to,.a
other'party and-went to Atlan- nearby pun store to buAy iiin J
ta." It was not clear from his frared telhsdo6 ioi ajrifle The
testimony, but apparently Mr. store, did~-itht one,-6N

ay was saying, that the Ray b'u hir f binoulars
"party" rode- with -him to At- L
lalt r a,tie

Mr. Ray said that in retusn In "Atlanta, he said, he dis-
The story varies somewhat at

for the money, he smuggled cussed going to Birthingnam to this point; depending who

several small packages into the buy a gun. He had an Alabama
is telling it.

United States from Canada and driving. license under an as-
The version related to the

smuggled an automobile tire in- sumed name and he thought he Judge by Arthur Hanes Jr. of

to Mexico. Most of the time, might have to show identifica- Birmingham, who with his

he said, he sat around waiting tion if he bought a rifle. father were among Mr. Ray's

for instructions from "Raoul, Mr. Ray did not explain to original attorneys, was that

who had promised him $12,000
"Raoul" told Mr. Ray to go get

and a forged passport.
the Judge why he wanted a the car after he had delivered

After leaving Mexico in late gun, but his new lawyers have the binoculars, and to park the

1967 and setting himself up in said that Mr. Ray contends
car in front of the rooming

Los :Angeles, Mr. Ray took a
house and to have a beer or

that he thought he was going
course in ballroom dancing, at-

two while "Raoul" shaved and

tended a school for bartenders
to join a gun-smuggling ring in changed clothes in the room

and had plastic surgery on his Memphis and that the other which Mr. Ray had rented.

nose. He said that he had "party" wanted him to buy a Mr. Ray drank several beers

wanted to alter his features so heavy rifle to show the gun
at a nearby tavern and came

that he would not resemble the runners the variety that he
back to the rooming house to

picture on the wanted poster |might steal for them.
see why "Raoul" was late Mr.

issued after his escape from the Gave False Name
Missouri prison. On March 29, Mr. Ray drove

Hanes said. While Mr. Ray was

On March 15, 1968, Mr. Ray to Birmingham and bought a standing on the sidewalk in

abruptly checked out of the .243-caliber rifle and when he
front of the rooming house, he

resident hotel where he had was not asked for identifica-
heard a shot and saw "Raoul"

been living in Los Angeles and tion, he gave the name Harvey
rush down the stairs from the

drove eastward in the white Lowmeyer.
second floor of the rooming

Mustang automobile he had Mr. Ray said that the first house and throw the rifle into

bought in Birmingham, Ala., ;rifle he bought "was the wrong
Mr. Ray's suitcase in an alcove

some six months previously. type. I had to take it back and leading into the Canipe Amuse-

He said that the $1,995 that get another." The second rifle ment Company, a small spe-

the car cost came from "Ra- was a .30/06-caliber rifle. Mr. cialty store.

out/ Ray said he also "got" a .38-
Mr. Ray knew he was in trou-

Mr. Ray told Judge McRae caliber revolver during that ble and fled, Mr. Hanes said.

that when he left Los Angeles, two-day trip to Birmingham.
Details as Given by Ray

the was supposed to meet "a Mr. Ray said that after ex- Mr. Ray's version, as related

party in New Orleans, but changing the rifle, he drove on the witness stand and
that when he arrived in the back to Atlanta and spent the through his new attorneys, is
Louisiana city, "the party" had night. The next day, he started that he had been stopped by
gone to Birmingham and Mr. driving to Memphis, he said. the Tennessee Highway Patrol

Ray was told to meet him On April 2, he arrived in the night before because one of
there. Memphis and registered at a his tires was low.

William Bradford Huie, the motel and said that on that After buying the binoculars
Alabama author who wrote night he gave the rifle to and delivering them to "Raoul"
articles for Look magazine in "Raoul." at the rooming house, Mr. Ray
October and November, 1968, He said that "Raoul" told said he went to the parking lot,
based on information Mr. Ray
supplied him from jail, has

him to rent a room at a dingy got his Mustang and took it to

said- that Mr. Ray was "stalk- rooming house at 4221/2 a service station to have the

South Main Street in Memphis. tire fixed.
ing" Dr. King on that trip east- By the time he got back to
ward from Los Angeles. The back of the house had a the rooming house, the shoot-

Mr. Huie cited as evidence
of this assertion the fact that view of the motel where Dr. ing had already occurred and

the street was swarming with
Mr. Ray had spent the night King was staying.
of March 22, 1968, in Selma, Reports Being Lost police. Mr. Ray said he did not

even slow down, He drove to
Ala., while Dr. King was sched- Mr. Ray said that he was Atlanta, he said, abandoned the
uled to make a civil rights supposed to be at the rooming Mustang at a housing project
speech in a town some 30 miles house at 3 P.M. on the after- and caught a bus to Cincin-

away. Mr. Ray told the judge noon of April 4, but that he got nati.
he spent the night in Selma lost and put his car in a park- In addition to the, details of
because he had gotten lost on ing lot and had to walk seven Mr. Rav's story, two new bits
the way from New Orleans to or eight blocks to the rooming
Birmingham and had detoured house, where he paid for a

through Selma by mistake. week's rent on a room.
MR. Ray said that on March Then, still under orders from

23 in Birmingham, "I met an- "Raoul," Mr. Ray went topa
other party and went to Atlan- nearby gun store to buy an in-
ta." 'It was not clear from his frared telescope for a rifle. The

testimony, but apparently Mr. store, didunot :have one, SQ Mr
Ray was saying, that the Ray bought a: pair of binoculars

"party" rode- with him to At-
lanta; where Mr. Ray erented
a room.
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of f aton came out m the
hearing. A roomer at the house
told police that she had seen
"a little bitty" man in the bath
room shortly before Dr. King
was shot. The police believe
'that the civil rights leader was
killed by someone in the bath
room of the house.

When F.B.I. agents and
Memphis policemen searched
'Mr. Ray's car after it was re
trieved from the housing proj
ect parking lot, they found in
the trunk an extra small Army
jacket that Mr. Danes said
"James Earl Ray couldn't have
gotten his big toe into."

Chances of Acquittal
Mr. Hanes aid his father

said that because of "the holes"
in the state's case against Mr.

Ray in 1968, tey hught
chances of acquitting him of
;the actual murder were good.
He said that those holes in
cluded:

I q The lack of a witness.
q A statement by F.B.I. bal

listics experts that they could
not say that the bullet that
ikilled Dr. King came from the
rifle found on the street.

q A statement. by customers
in Canipe's that the rifle and
Mr. Ray's luggage were aban
doned at least-five minutes be
fore the police arrived. The po
lice have said they picked up
the rifle and the suitcase within
90 seconds of the shooting.

qStatements by several ob
servers that the fatal shot ap
peared to have been fired from
the _parkjng lot of the motel
where Dr. King was staying.

The hearing 'was ordered by
the United States Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals, which had
said there was serious question'
about the way 'Mr Ray had;
been treated before hi lty
plea.- ---

of information came out in the
hearing. A roomer at the house
told police that she had seen
"a little bitty" man in the bath-
room shortly before Dr. King
was shot. The police believe
that the civil rights leader was
killed by someone in the bath-
room of the house.

When F.B.I. agents and
Memphis policemen searched
Mr. Ray's car after it was re-
trieved from the housing proj-
ect parking lot, they found in
the trunk an extra small Army
jacket that Mr. Hanes said
"James Earl Ray couldn't have
gotten his big toe into."

Chances of Acquittal
Mr. Hanes and his father

said that because of "the holes"
in the state's case against Mr.

Ray in 1968, they *thought
chances of acquitting him of
the actual murder were good.
He said that those holes in-
cluded:

g The lack of a witness.
g A statement by F.B.I. bal-

listics experts that they could
not say that the bullet that
killed Dr. King came from the
rifle found on the street.

q A statement by customers
in Canipe's that the rifle and
Mr. Ray's luggage were aban-
doned at least.five minutes be
fore the police arrived. The po-
lice have said they picked up
the rifle and the suitcase within
90 seconds of the shooting.

Statements by several ob-
servers that the fatal shot ap-
peared to have been fired from
the parking lot of the motel
where Dr. King was staying.

The hearing was ordered by
the United States Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals, which had
said there was serious question
about the way Mr. Ray had
been treated before his guilty
plea.
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Ray Hearmg Director Sec'
MEMIJ.US - The state'

sagr sterday in a b ef to O aJQ
U.S. distret coid that C
James Earl Ray ftnot enti
tied to a new trial because

he pleaded guilty 'freelyU
and inte t: ntly" in 1969 to
the sination 99e Rev.
Mar Luther ' g Jr.

The civil rights leader was
killed in April, 1968. Ray
pleaded guilty in exchange,
for a 99-year sentence. His
attorneys now contend that

,he was pressured into the'
plea by two of his lawyers,
among with author William
Bradeford Iuie, too bolster
royalties from two books on'
the King dath.,

The state Wef said the
plea was m e "with the ef
fective assistance of counsel,
the best money could buy."

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)
The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times

Date _/2______12V

(1)
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Ray Hearing Director Sec'yMEMBHIS - The state
said yesterday in a brief to
U.S. distrct court that McYourJames Earl Ray IS 'not enti-
tled to a new trial because

he pleaded guilty "freely
and intelligently" in 1969 to
the assassination of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr.

The civil rights leader was
killed in April, 1968. Ray
pleaded guilty in exchange
for a 99-year sentence. His
attorneys now contend that
he was pressured into the
plea by two of his lawyers,
among with author William
Bradeford Huie, too bolster
royalties from two books on
the King death.

The state brief said the
plea was made "with the ef-
fective assistance of counsel,
the best money could buy."

The Washington Post C-4
Washington Star-News

Daily News (New York)

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

Date 12-3-74
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