)

|
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THEchgﬁE?AD HALF A DOZEN DECISIONS," RAY SAID, "I TAKE THINGS AS

"I THINK THINGS LOOX PRETTY GOOD,"™ HE ADDED, "“WE WANT T
1 ‘ ) . ! O GET
EXERXEE?g (N THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING CLEARED UP ONCE AND
ur

PLEgngg«éﬁigc WILL CENTER ON RAY'S CLAIM THAT HE WAS COERCED INTO
HOUS TON TY BY ONE OF HIS FORMER ATTORNEYS, PERCY FOREMAN OF
BROUGHT.OS%X CLAIMED FOREMAN DID NOT WANT THE FacTs ABOUT THE CASE
o THY ASSASIN OPEN COURT BECAUSE FOREMAN STOOD TO PROFIT BY A BOOK

RAY (g B%%&AXION EY ALABAMA AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE,
CASE, pirn SSISTING HIS NEW ATTORNEYS IN PREPARATION OF HIS

. - £NG MONDAY'g INTERVIEW, A TOP BUNK OF HIS CELL WAS CRAMMED

WIT¥H%hEgLRs, A TYPEWRITER, BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS.
Boc WER" BUNK WAS COVERED WITH WHAT APPEARED TO BE LEGAL
HOCIMENTS.,

§AY SIDESTEPPED MANY OF THE QUESTIONS.

1 WOULDN'T WANT TO SAY ANYTHING THAT WOULD HURT MY CHANCES FOR A
gggRgﬁgAL," HE TOLD BRINTON. "I'LL ANSWER ALL OF THOSE QUESTIONS IN

ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL HENRY HAILE SAID THE HEARING FOR
FAY WILL BE HELD BEFORE FEDERAL COURT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE IN MEMPHIS,
PROBABLY SOMETIME IN LATE SUMMER OR EARLY FALL.

"THEY MIGHT GET INTO THE CONSPIRACY ANGLE," HAILE SAID, "IT
DEPENDS ON THE JUDGE, I'M SURE THEY WILL TRY."

HATILE SAID THE HEARING WILL "GIVE RAY ANOTHER CHANCE TO SPOUT OFF
BEFORE THE PRESS. I DOUBT SERIOUSLY IF IT WILL BE IN THE PUBLIC f

INTEREST, "
DUPLICATE TO B-WIRE POINTS
“UPI 06-03 07s59 PED ) s
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(RAY) | - , ;
NASHVILLE (UPI) -- JAMES EARL RAY SAILD FROM HIS SOLITARY >
CONFINEMENT CELL YESTERDAY THAT & STRING OF WITNESSES WILL TESTIFY

WITH HIM AT A SPECIAL HEARING GRANTED BY THE SUPREME COURT IN THE
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. SLAYING, ,

"JE WANT TO GET EVERYBODY ON THE WITNESS STAND AND GET EVERYTHING
CLEARED UP ONCE AND FOR ALL,™ SAID THE CONFESSED ASSASSIN, WHO CLAIMS
HE WAS COERCED BY HIS FORMER DEFENSE ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, INTC
PLEADING SUILTY TQ THE 1968 SNIPER-SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER
IN MEMPHIS. ,

THE SUPREME CQURT'S UNEXPLAINED REJECTION YESTERPAY OF AN AFPEAL
TQ REVERSE A DECISION THAT RAY DESERVED THE HEARING BROKE THE
TEMPO RARY ROADBLOCK TO WHAT CQULD LEAD TO A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

U.5., DISTRICT JUDGE ROBERT MCRAE SCHEDULED A PRE-HEARING
CON FERENCE FOR ATTORNEYS INVOLVED IN THE RAY EVIDENCIARY HEARING FOR
JUNE 14, . :

-0 -

HARTSELLE, ALA, (UPI) -- AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE SAYS HE DID
NOT BELLEVE A LAWYER COERCED JAMES EARL RAY TO PLEAD GUILTY TO THE
ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., BUT HE IS GLAD THE
SUPREME COURT CLEARED THE WAY FOR A NEW TRIAL FOR RAY.

“THE SUPREME COURT HAS PROBABLY GIVEN ME $50,000,“ SAID HUIE, WHO

WROTE THE BOOK "HE SLEW THE DREAMER" ABQUT RAY.

“MONENTARI LY, SINCE I OWN HIS (RAY'S) PORTRAYAL RIGHTS AND I AM IN
THE MOTION PICTURE BUSINESS, 1 AM DELIGHTED, ™ HUIE SAID., "I REALLY
WOULD LIKE TO WRITE A TELEVISION DRAMA ABOUT RAY.

“BUT THE IDEA OF JAMES EARL RAY BEING COERCED BY ANY LAWYER ON

FARTH IS PURE FQOLISHNESS,™ HE SAID. »
UPI 06-04 12:03 PED : )

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE
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e L 'rq M. CUPI) == UNGHAVEN JAMES FARL EAY, SITTING IN A _ . _
 cLfTTERED PriSONLCELL, SAID MONDAY E WOULD BROSAELY TESTIFY FO3
_“THRFE OR FOUR DAYS® AT A NEARING TO DETERVINE WNETHER KE WILL - |

' R, ¥ UTHER KING
| REEEIVE A MZHITRIAL IN THE _ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN L ;'

I3 PORTER
7% GOING TO TAKE THE STAND,® RAY TOLD WASHVILLE BANNER REPORTE
— LARRY BRINTON, 1¢LL PROSARLY TESTIJY TMREE OR FOUR DAYS, BUT 1 DON'T

i U Y WANT TO,” .
" i’P;J%S;YWO INTERVIEWED RAY THROUGH THE HEAVY BARS OF WIS MAXINMUM

o AT THE TENNESSEE STATE PENITENTIARY, SAID RAY WAS.
%:?A%é?gzcwacsw%ammm, PRISO!; ;Rgggf;;&s AND WAS STANDING ON THE it
CEICRETE FLY N HIS STOCKING FEE .
O T O LMOST STOICALLY 11§ CLEARANCE BY THE U.S, SUPREME
. ggl;g; TO SEEX WITHDRAWAL OF HIS GUILTY PLFA I THE 13¢F
| SUTPLRaSLAYING OF KING, |
ﬁ,..;léy&ﬁw YALF A DOZEN DECISIONS,” RAY SAID, "I TAKE THINGS AS
9 4 b 3 I o ‘
! *p THINK THINGS LOOK PRETTY GOOD,* HF ADDED, "WE WANT TO GET .
| %gnx‘ign‘g N THE WITNEES STAND AND GFT EVERYTHING CLEARED P ONCE (!gwa,

. FL}'T'H}@‘ iﬁﬁﬂmc WILL CENTER ON RAY'S CLAIN THAT ¥E WAS. COERCED IﬁTd‘y
' PLEADING GUILTY PY ONE OF WIS FORMER ATTORNEYS, PERCY FOREMAN OF
ggg‘sm?. RAY CLAIMED FOREMAN DID NOT WANT THE FACTS ABOUT THE CASE..

!
|
1

: 'CHT OUT 1 OPEN COURT BECAUSE FOREMAN STOOD TO PROFIT BY A BOOK
ot ;?:F ASSASSINATION BY ALABAMA AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE,
cae %M MAS BEEN ASSISTING HIS NEW ATTORNEYS IN PREPARATION OF #1§
GASE, MIRINE MONDAY'S INTERVIEV, A TOP FUNK OF HIS CELL WAS CRAMMED
| ¥ g.{gsns, A TYPEWRITER, BOOKS AND OTHER ITEMS, ‘
Boe *ﬂ Tswm MUK WAS COVERED WITH WHAT APPEARED TO BE LFCAL
El ph aN .
‘ Y SIDESTEPPED MANY OF THE QUESTIONS. ~.
™I WOULDN'T WANT TO SAY ANYTHING THAT WOULD HURT MY CVANCES FOR A -
NEW TRIAL, ™ #F TOLD BRINTON, "I'LL ANSWER ALL OF THOSE QUESTIONS IN
COIRT, ® ; |
ASSISTANT STATE ATTORNEY CENERAL VENRY HAILE SAID THE MEARING FOR
BAY WILL BT WELD PEFORE FEDERAL COURT .mncg irf?‘smr_mcms IN MEMPHIS, '
Y IAD CPIME IN LATE SUMMER OR EARLY FALL. 5
Pm“%w g?é%?cm INTO THE COMSPIRACY ANGLE,” HAILE SAID. “IT .
: 0! THE JUDGE, I*M SURE THEY WILL TRY," oy
‘\g; SAID THE HEARING WILL "GIVE RAY ANOTMER CHANCE YO SPOUT o{%}'t
|
i :m ﬁ‘ 'TC - :

' “DUPLICATE TO BWIRE POINTS Sl
S ML 063 QI PED .. . .
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(RAY) - .
WASHINGTON (UPI) =- THE SUPREME COURT CLEARED THE WAY TODAY FOR
JAMES EARL RAY TO WITHDRAW HIS GUILTY PLEA TO THE 1568 KILLING QOF
MARTIN L THER KING, RAY CLAIMS HE WAS INFLUENCED BY THE INTEREST OF
HIS ATTORNEYS IN PROFITS FROM A BOOK ABOUT THE SLAYING,
THE ACTION COULD MEN RAY EVENTUALLY WILL BE RETRIED FOR THE KING -
SLAYING AFTER A PLEA OF INNOCENT. ,
THE SUPREME COURT REFUSEDP TO HEAR APPEALS BY TENNESSEE THAT RAY'S
l ORIGINAL PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY AND INTELLIGENTLY MADE AND THEREFORE HE !
SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN ‘A CHANCE TO HAVE IT CHANGED, ]
THE 6 TH U,S, COURT OF APPEALS ORDERED A MEARING TO DECIPE WHETHER
RAY'S (‘.NSTITUTI@NAL RIGHTS T@ DUE PROCESS AND ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL }
WERE VIOLATED AND IF HE CAN CHANGE HIS PLEA T@ INNOCENT.
~_RAY WAS SENTENCED TO 99 YEARS IN THE TENNESSEE STATE PRISON AFTER
. PLEADING GUILTY IN 15969 TO KILLING THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN
MEMPHIS,
UPI 06-03 11:00 AED

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0-90 (Rev. 1-30-74)

. ‘ Assoc. Dir. ______

Dep. AD Adm. __
Dep. AD Inv. ___

Asst, Dir.:
Admin.

Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs

Files & Com.

Gen. Inv.
Ident.
Inspection
Intell.
Laboratory

Plan. & Eval. __

Spec. Inv.

Training

Legal Coun.

Telephone Rm. ___

Director Sec'y

UPI037 |
ADD 1 RAY, WASHINGTON _ ‘
SHORTLY AFTER SENTENCING, RAY CLAIMED HE HAD BEEN COERCED INTO

PLEADING GUILTY BY HIS ATTORNEY, PERCY FOREMAN, WELL KNOWN CRIMINAL
LAWYER FROM HOUSTON, TEX. v

FOREMAN TOOK OVEI’Q THE CASE AT RAY'S REQUEST AFTER RAY DISMISSED'
KIS FIRST LAWYER, ARTHUR HANES. HANES HAD SIGNED A CONTRACT ON RAY'S
BEHALF WITH AUTHOR WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE TO WRITE_ A BOOK ABOUT THE
KILLING, WITH HANES GETTING 30 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES. (£ WOULD

WHEN FOREMAN TOOK OVER, HE CHANGED THE AGREEMENT SO THAT H
RECEIVE 60 PER CENT OF THE ROYALTIES.

RAY CGQ\ITENDED THAT HE WAS ADVISED TO PLEAD GUILTY BY FOREMAI:J_ SO
THAT INFORMATION ABOUT THE CASE WOULD NOT BE MADE PUBLIC IN OPLI\EI oF
COURT AT THE FULLSCALE TRIAL, THUS ASSURING THE EXCLUSIVE NATUR

THE BOOK, |

U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE L, CLURE MORTON DENIED RAY'EDMSE%%NTEQR
A HEARING ON WHETHER HIS PLEA WAS VOLUNTARY, MORTON AGREED U7 o
STATE AND CITED THE PLEA RECORD, IN ACCEPTING THE ORIGTK;I{E DEFEN’DANT
JUDGE W. PRESTON BATTLE QUESTIONED RAY THOROUGHLY AND

SAID HIS PLEA WAS KNOWLEDGEABLE AND VOLUNTARY.
UPI 06-03 11307 AED ’ -
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GiuA ' ’
RAY 3-6 ‘ B o =
MEMP HIS, TENN. (UPI) =-- A FEDERAL JUDGE TUESDAY DBISMISSED A CIVIL

JAMAGE SUIT I'I'ED BY THE CONTLSSED ASSASSIN OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

JR, N THE REQUEST OF THE PLAINTIFF, o
.8, bl STR.T.CT JUDGE HARRY W, WELLFORD GRANTED THE REQUEST BY JAMES

FBRL RAY, WHO IS NOW SERVING $9 VEARS IN JAIL FOR THE ASSTASSINATION,

Rl

|

AFTER THE JUDGE RECEIVED A LETTER FROM RAY MONDAY,
.. WELLFORD HAD ALREADY DISMISSED TWQ OF RAY'S CLAIMS IhZ THE SULT
WHICH ACCUSED AUTHOR GEROLD FRANK AND PUBLISHER DOUBLE DAY & CO., \
INC ., OF MEW YORK, OF LIBELING RAY IN THE BOOK ENTITLED AN AMERICAN
BEA TH." o

THE THIRD CLAIM, FOR WHICH RAY REQUESTED A DISMISSAL, INCLUDED
RAY'S EARLIER CONTENTION THAT DOUBLEDAY "FRAUDULENTLY" ACQUIRED RAY'S
PERSONAL PROPERTY QR EVIDENCE THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN HELPFUL TCQ HIS
DEFENSE IN THE MURDER CASE.
UPI 03-06 12:32 AED
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?Ray_ A ppeals
Conviction in

King M urder

o ' Ascoclated Press
James Earl Ray, convicted killer of
civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr., asked the Supreme Court -

yesterday to review his case. claiming
he was “set up to take the rap for a
crime he didn't commit.” )

Rav's appeal said he was “framed
by the FBI and local police. and then
coerced by his own attorney to plead

- zuilty agaiust his will.”

James H. Lesar, the Washington at-'-

.7 torney representing Ray. wrote in ask-
dinz the court to review Ray's_

tonviction: “The charge is that those !
‘xho did kill Dr. King are still at
jaree. protected in part by the unwill-

ngness of the courts to face these un- &

pleasant facts.

The petition did not mention an in-
vestigation recently begun by the

_House into the assassinations of King

and President Kennedy.

King was killed by a rifie blast as
he stood on a motel balcony in Jem-
phis in 1968 ,

Ray was arrested in London and
brought back to the United States to

stand trial. He pleaded guilty.

In his petition, Ray, now an inmate -

serving a life term in the Tennessee
state penitentiary, said a .horough re-
view of his conviction is needed be-
cause potential conilicts of interest

. between two of his attorneys denied

him “effective assistance of counsel.”
Ray was represented originally by at-
torneys Arthur Hanes and Percy Fore-

g
1 ° 13 2T Taaamert T . T
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James J. Kilpatrick

~ Again, those unexpla |
assassination details -V

Just before it closed up
shop for the year, the House
of Representatives created
a select committee to inves-
tigate the assassinations of
John F. Kennedy and Mar-
tin Luther King. On balance

— on very close balance —.

the venture may prove a
useful undertaking.
Especially in the case of
Kennedy, and to a lesser ex-
tent in the case of King,
unanswered questions
abound. These are questions
of pervakive public interest.
Nearly 13 years have passed
since Kénnedy was slain in
Dallas;1 more than eight
years have passed since

* King was slain in Memphis.

The questions may be unan-
swerable. But if the House
investigators cannot tie up
all the loose ends, they may
be able to settle some of the
doubts. It is worth a try.

The House committee will
be headed by Congressman
Thomas N. Downing of Vir-
ginia. I happen to have
known Tom Downing for 30
years. He is a man of excep-
tional integrity and com-
mon sense. He is not alto-
gether unbiased in the
matter of Kennedy’s assas-
sination, “I am convinced,”
he says, “that there was a

" conspiracy involved.” But

Downirig is perhaps as

unbiased as any person who -

has become fascinated by
the Kennedy mystery.
Downing is a lawyer, a for-
mer judge, a iow-profile
veteran of 18 years in the
House. He is retiring at the
end of this term, and has no
political interest to pro-
mote.

Cowning's 12-member
ccmmittee will have a bud-
gt o! $139,000 to finance its

L 3

I:m'!-'""”ﬂm'l‘IU\'!IIIHIIII:I’!'III NN R s e

work until the 95th Congress
convenes in January. Rich-
ard A. Sprague, of Philadel-
phia, an experienced
federal prosecutor, has
signed on as chief investi-
gator. No one expects the
inquiry to be completed in
the next three months. By
voting 280-65 to authorize
the investigation, the House
implicitly promised to
renew its approval next
year. So the committee will
have time #fd money to
make a responsible quest.

What are they searching
for? Says Downing, with
disarming simplicity, “the
truth.” He is satisfied that
the original commission on
Kennedy’s assassination,
headed by the late Chief
Justice Earl Warren, never,
found the truth. For reasons
that remain unclear to this’
day, the commission’s staff
never cleared up doubts that

-arose at the time; the War-

ren investigators obviously
were unable to examine evi-
dence that has developed in
the ensuing years.

Some of the questions ga
directly to events that
November day in Dallas.

For one example, what kind -

of rifle was found on the
sixth floor of the Textbook
Depository Building? The
rifle officially identified as
the murder weapon, now in
the National Archives, is a
Mannlicher Carcano, a 6.5
Italian carbine. You can in-
spect it yourself. Yet the
gun first identified in the
Dallas press was a 7.65 bolt
action Mauser. The three
officers who found the gun
have confirmed that identi-
fication in staterneats under
oath. It seems incredible
. . OVemsmagy

* e mspgesa

1@7&\-

that police officers, familiar
with weaponst could have
seen the words ‘Made in
Italy Cal. 6.5, and read
them as *‘7.65 Mauser.”
Questions involving the-
rifle, the “miracle bullet,”
and the autopsy findings are
the relatively easy ques-
tions. Downing’s committee
wants to explore the tan-
gled, shadowy trail of

events over a span of three |-

years preceding ithe
November day. Who was
Lee Harvey Oswald?" Who
was he really? How many
“Oswalds” were floating
around? Out of the mists of
conspiracy and intrigue
arising from the dark
waters of the Bay of Pigs,
grotesque possibilities
emerge,

_The truth may never be
found. Downing recognizes
that discouraging prospect;
he recognizes, too, that it
may be impossible ever to
satisfy the conspiracy cult

Pue o ¢ N
) S

that has swarmed around
the Kennedy assassination.
In the whole of the Washing-
ton fruitcake, there are no
nuttier nuts than the Xenne-
dy nuts, A

What troubles me iy the
precedent this select com-
mittee may set. Legislative
committees have no author-
ity to function as grand
juries. Their only authority
is to investigate in areas of
specific legislative interest,

The sole purpose of this
investigation is to satisfy a
gnawing national curiosity.
I have not supposed this to
be a function of the legisla-
tive branch, but it may be

captious to complaia—Omn- |

ward, Downing! And leave
no stone unturned.
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[ Associated Press
Richard Sprague answers reporters’ questions after
%  being sworn in as counsel in assassination inquiry.
". ‘® With him Del. Walter Fauntroy (D-D.C.) and Rep.
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Thomas Downing (D-Va.), Housc committee chairman, .

0
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By Mary Russell
‘Washington Post S#{f Writer

Richard Sprague, sworn in yester-
day as the acting counsel and director
of the House select committee investi-
gating the assassinations of John F.
Kennedy and Martin Luther King Jr.,
promised that “no document” and “no
witness” would be beyond the reach
of his investigation into the murder of
the two American leaders.

Sprague said the committee had
given him virtually carte blanche to
look into the Kennedy and King
deaths.

House committee chairman Thomas
Downing confirmed that the commit-
tee members would retain only the
right to “veto” Sprague’s actions, but
would not interfere with his investiga-
tion and were giving him total control
of hiring and firing staff.

Sprague, 51, built a reputation as a
determined prosecutor when . we
served as assistant district attorney in
Philadelphia from 1958 to 1974. He
won convictions in more than 60 first
degree murder cases, losing only one.
He is best known for the conviction of
United Mine Workers president W. A.
(Tony) Boyle in the murder of Joseph
Yablonski, a union opponent.

Sprague said yesterday he was ask-
ing immediately that a meeting be set
up between himself and the heads of
the Justice Department, the FBI and
the CIA.

He said if the CIA or FBI at-
tempted to withhold material, he
hoped Congress would be asked to
back up the committee with contempt
citations and “then we could go to the
courts.”

Sprague emphasized that he was
‘“entering the investigation with a
completely open mind,” and added, “I
start assuming nothing, i_start from
ground zero.”

He said he would attempt to find

out who did the killings, what individ-
‘uals were involved and whether “any -
attempted to._

|

individual or agency
thwart” the investigations.’

b DA
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A Senate select intelligence commit-
tee report recently revealed that the
Warren Commission was not told of
attempts by the CIA to assassinate
Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro.
There have been other revelations
that the FBI destroyed a note from
Lee Harvey Oswald. In King’s death,
Frank C. Holloman, the Memphis po-
lice chief and a former FBI official,
pulled off King’s black security guard
and transferred two firemen from a
station across the street from where
King was killed on the day of King’s
death.

Sprague said he would conduct the
investigaions of the King and Kenrédy
deaths simultaneously. He refused to
put a deadline on the investigations,
'saying he would have to go hack to
witnesses many times and it could take
a “space of years.”

The select committee, formed only
a few weeks ago, dies at the end of
the year and must be reconstituted at
the beginning of the next Congress in
January.,

Rep. Henry Gonzelez (D-Tex) is ex-
pected to be the new committee chair-
man. Downing is retiring from Con-
gress at the end of the year.

Sprague, who is now in the private
practice of law, said he would be paid
the top salary for a congressional
staff person, about $38,000 or $39,C00.

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times
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Lawyer Says He Thinks Ray LB
),

‘Covering Up for Someone’ .

MEMPHIS, June 9 (AP)—One

of James Earl Ray’s attorneys
said Thursady that he was con-
vinced his client was not acting
alone in the 1968 slaying of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
. Robert I. Livingston said that
Mr. Ray’s only hope for free-
dom from a 99-year prison sen-

tence was to tell all and hope , !
for executive clemency. . 4

“I'm convinced he’s covering /ﬂ e
upffor someone,” Mr. Liing- /,4 L

ston said in a telephone
vi

BOROWICK (1A8y,
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= The FBI And King —

THERE IS NO QUESTION -but that
the full review of the FBI investigation of
the murder of Martin Luther King must
be thorough and open.

The burden on Atty. Gen. Edward
Levi is heavy. He already is under criti-

\

cism from blacks for refusing to go out- .

side the Justice Department to find an in-
quiry team.

The suspicions are understandable.
Historically we in Memphis have seen
such suspicion mount from the moment in
April, 1968, that King was shot while

standing on a balcony of the Lorraine .

Motel. We watched as law-enforcement in-
stantly snapped shut every source of
information, as agents of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation took command under
a shield of “no comment.” Even the ques-
tion of who had ordered “no comment”
. was met by “no comment.”
Many black leaders already felt King

(had been harassed by the FBI. Today we

know that was so. The late J. Edgar Hoov-
er, from his powerful position as FBI

" director, displayed hostility toward the
black civil rights leader. As one Justice

* Department official now says, “Instances
were found indicating that the FBI under-
.took a systematic program of harassment
of Dr. King in order to discredit him and
+harm both him and the movement he led.”
That bitter fact still leads many black

. people to question whether the ¥BI can be

! trusted to investigate itself in this matter,
- and whether the U.S. attorney general can
{be believed when he says the FBI is clean.

IT IS NOW EIGHT YEARS since
" King was murdered. Hoover is dead. The
‘ FBI has undergone much house-cleaning
since the days of Watergate. The record
of its present director, Clarence M. Kel-
“ley, is unsullied. Atty. Gen. Levi, too, has
,proved that is is not politically beholden.
(The day of attorneys general such as Rob-
ert F. Kennedy and John Mitchell is past.
1t is vitally important that this nation
and all its people — white and black,
majority and minority — have confidence
in the Justice Department and the FBL
We cannot do withouf them. They cannot
operate without public trust. :

]‘a former Mississippian, to retrace all FBI
activity in the King death through the
ivoluminous files in Washington and cer-
tain field offices, including the one in
Memphis. Although the clamor for an out-
side commission, including civ_ll rights
leaders, to run such an inquiry is strong
among blacks, Levi rejects this. Sh_aheen,
'who has been in charge of overseeing se-
curity and conduct within the Justice De-

partmenf; should be a ;:Elﬂéble chief fdr .

this job. .

But if it takes somebody from out-
side, looking over Shaheen’s shoulder in
order to achieve full confidence in the in-
quiry’s outcome, so be it. The perception
by blacks of misfeasance and/or mischief
is as serious to the ultimate effectiveness
of the FBI as would be the reality..Both
must be throughly dispelled by an investi-
gation that leaves no unanswered
questions or room for dispute. '

Levi has named Michael E. Shaheen,

This issue must be resolved. The na-

tion should not have to keep rehashing
assassinations years after the solutions

are supposed to have been found and jus- °

tice is supposed to have been done.
Blind and worshipful trust of the FBI

| is a thing of the past. But the people must ,
| be convinced it is telling the truth, and .

that its methods are above reproach.

doing admirably in a difficult time.

But until black leaders are satisfied
that is so, the necessary confidence in the
law-enforcement arm of federal govern-
ment will not be strong enough.

Persons rising to places of power
often speak of taking on a job because it
is challenging. None could be more chal-

. lenging that this one. =

And that is why it is essential that

once and for all the Justice Department

.remove any doubts about possible FBI °

\

_up-such action._

conspiracy to detarm*t>King, or to cover '
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The FBI secretly categor-
{zed the late Martin Luther
King Jr. as a “Communist?
months hefore’ it ever
started investigating him,
the staff of the Senate intel-
ligence committee reported
yesterday.
Chronicling what it de-
scribed as the FBI’s “vicious
vendetta” against King, the
102-page study  disclosed
that the campaign to dis-
crecdit him not only contin-
ued after his death in 1968
but also included a proposed
scheme to halass his widow.
The concertegk “andercover
campaign ayé(st the slain
civil rights Zeader was first
laid out at a Senate intelli-
gence committee hearing
last November, but yester-
day’s report added stark de-
tails.

FBI Labeled ng
“Communist” in ’62

/ ) By Geotge Lardner Jr. ‘
Washington Post Staff Writer

The Senate investigators,
however, shied away from
any firm conclusions on the
touchy issue of whether the
late Attorney General Rob-
ert F. Kennedy was aware
of the FBI’s repeated bug-
ging of King's hotel rooms
for information about his
“private activities.”

The staff report said there
is no evidence that Kennedy
was' cver “expressly in-
formed” of the microphones

hidden in King’s hotel and!

motel rooms over a two-year
period. However. a Dec. 15,
1266, memo from the files of
the FBI's Domgstic Intelli-
gence Divisio /;omted out
that Kennedy/had been fur-
nished in 19 4 with a top se-
cret, eight-page summary of

See KING. A24, Col. 1
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" KING, From AI -

the fruits of ' electronic
-eavesdropping oy King's ac/
itivitiess at thez@illard Hotel
in Washington, the Hilton
‘Hawaiian Village in Hono-
Julu and the Hyatt House
Hotel in Los Angeles.

i The wording of the top se-
cret report to Kennedy, the
1966 FBI memo stated, was
“couched in such a manner
that it_is obvious that a mi-
‘crophone was the source.”

According to the study,
the effort to destroy King
was “marked by extreme
personal vindictiveness,” es
pecially on the part of the
late FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover. As early as Febru-
ary, 1962, the report showed,
Hoover, for reasons that are
not entirely clear, jotted
down on an FBI memo that
crossed his desk the conclu-
sion that “King is no good.”

Some three months later,
in May, 1962, the FBI in-
cluded King on a secret list
—known as “Section A of
the Reserve Index”—of indi-
viduals who ere to Dbe
rounded up axd detained in
the events.of a national
emergency.

The bureau did not begin
an investigation of alleged
Communist influences on
King or his Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference
until October, 1962.

The so-called FBI “action
memorandum” putting King
on the list of potential detai-
nees stated that his name
should be “placed in Section
A of the Reserve Index and
tabbed Communist.” Accord-
ing to Senate investigators,
the index itself had been
known as the “Communist
Index” until 1960 when it
was renamed and expanded
to include “influential” per-
sons deemed likely to “aid
subversive elements” in an
emergency 'because of their
“subversive associations and
ideology.”

Others on the list, an ear-
lier Senate /committee re-
port showed, included au-
ithor Norm4n Mailer as well
as “a professor who merely
‘praised the Soviet Union to
his class.” .

The subsequent FBI inves-
tigations of King and the
Leadership conference soon
escalated into a smear cam-
paign that lasted for years,
ithe staff study showed.

. Renewing ‘his call for <n|
Kinggl assassination '~ in' ‘mc;lependgm speelal PICy:
M . S tor to ggsess all'the evid®ice,
emg, the FBI's Atlanta ¢ et
, w e, compiled by, the commitiee:
bureau drafted a plar that it yp  yarous “Seses. /Church
forwarded to _Washington 54, ﬁmphasiz:h. is chagrin
) ml‘ﬂ}ed eve'nt ureatl 15 at the Justice Department’s
Ilcr:)%;?:r in'teI{(l)igencint:Zt?ég inagtion over the past year. -
against Coretta Scott King: pop o, . acknowledged
gains| i D& that.prosecution of many™a.'
and/or the continuous pro- cidents might he barred be-
Jection of the public lmageI ccause, of tpe flve-year stat!
of Martin Luther King...” "lyte of limKations. but he!
Hoover turned the pro+ made plain Mg dissatisfac-
posal down in a reply memo tign with Attorney General,
stating simply that “the bu- ‘Edward = Levi’s standard!
reau does not desire coun- comment that the Justice
terintelligence action :
against Coretta King of the
nature you suggest at this; Department
time.” :“investigating.”
The FBI director, how- “Months * ago, we began-
ever, apparently was more. tyrning over material to the
receplive to [an effort to' Justice Department,”
stop Congresf from declar- Church protested. “I am
ing King’s Mirthday a na- only aware that up to now
tional holiday. no indictments have been is-
Alerted that members of sued ... and no criminal
the House Internal Security proceedings ipitiated by any'
Committee might be con- agency againgt anybody.”
tacting the burcau for a  The FBI's Investigation of
briefing on King in light of King and the SCLC began
the porposed holiday, the in October, 1962, as a so-
FBI’s Crime Records Divi- called “Cominfil” inquiry.
sion recommended such a An acronymn for Commu-
session because, a March 18, nist in filtration, the label
1969, memo stated, the mem- was used to describe investi-
bers of Congress were in a gations of legitimate non-
position to keep the bill bot- Communist organizations
tled up if “they realize King that the FBI believed to be
was a scoundrpl.” influenced by Communist
Top-ranking Hoover aide Party members. The ipvesti-
Cartha DeLogch, the Senate gations were to determine
report said,! advised that the extent of alleged Com-
such a briefing “is a delicate munist influence. . )
matter but can be handled  Senate invesgigators said
very cautiously.” Hoover, in the inquiry stgmmed from
must be handled very cau- allegations thgt {first ap-
tiously.” peared in an ¥BI report to
The report does not indi- Attorney General Kennedy
cate whether the briefings on Jan. 8, 1862, calling one
were held. Congress has yet of King’s advisers “a memn-
to vote on a Martin Luther ber of © the Communist
King birthday bill. Party.” Within a few
The report on the FBI'sjmonths, the Senate study
campaign against King is'@dded, FBI reports were de-
one of 13 staff studies to be scribing another of King’s
released this week and next associates as a “member of
as a windup of the Senate the Nationql Committee of
committee’s 15-month inves- the Connunist Party.”

In April, 1969, a year after |

is still |

tigation of the domestic Although the names of.
work of Nation’s intellj- both men havesbeen public
gence community. knowledge foy years, the.

Chairman ffrank Church study referred to the two

(D-Idaho) tolq reporters at a. men—Stanley, Levison and-
briefing thisjweek that the Jack ~ O'Dell—only  as
detailed studies were heing “Advisor A” and ‘A,dVlSP;l‘
published to inform the pub- B” respectively. . O’Dell’s
lic of “the extent of the name was eyen deleted from
crimes that took place” un- footnotes and' passages in
der the cloak of national se- the report, which cites past
curity and to encourage congressional public' testi-
Congress to enact reforms. mony and newspaper head-
T ST T ines.
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" ‘The Senate Mvestigaters]
saiG they were “unable o'
reach a conclusi_onvcdn‘cern-i
Ing -the ateuraey: of - ihel
FBD's _charged{ about, thel
two' advisers. NThe. report,
.noted FBI files ™o ontain
information that Adviser Al
tand . Adviser B -thad been
mmembers’of the. Colnminist
Party at some pq‘im"‘ beéfore
.October, 1962, but not after-
‘ward. . , oo |

The report added that the|
FBI refused to proyide the
committee with-the basls far
its charges on the grounds;
that to do so “would jeom:!
promise informants of con-
tinuing use to the bureau.”

At the same time, there
was no indication in the re-
port that the Senate com-
mittee staff secured the tes-!

‘limony of either Levison or'

O’Deli in an effort to calrify,
the issue. Levison 4 semi-re-\
tired New Yotk businessma-
nand civic ldader publicly'
stated in an.faterview with
The Washington Post last
December that he was the
victim of “guilt by associa-
tion”—cmpounded by allega-:
tions of an ex-businéss asso-
ciates who falsely .named
other "persons as “secret
Communists” " in  order to
clear himself.

The Senate staff report
emphasized that “in any
event, the FBI has stated|
that at no time did it have|
any evidence that Dr. King
himself was a Communist or
connected with the ‘Commu-

nist Party.” :
Yet inste of pursuing

the allege Communists

themselves, the report

noted, “the&burecau adopted
the curious tactic of trying
to discredit the supp'osed
target of Communist Party
interest—ar. King himself.”.

The investigation . turned
rapidly into a smear cam-
paign after the 1968"Match|
on Washington which &stab-
lished King at the head of
the civil ‘rights movement,
At a December; 1963; anti-
King stratefly’ meeting' at
“FBL. - -headguarters  here,
high-ranking officials  disd
cussed a lonhg list-of propos
als, including * “placihg - 4
good looking female plant in|
Dr. King’s office.” o




: y
that 1L was‘ “No' holds’ were
barted,” he:'said. “This js a
10ugh tough business.” | ’
Some two weeks: after the
December stratégy sessmn,
the'first of at least 16 bugs
was.planted in ngs foom!
at ‘the Wlllard Hotel here,
yielding 19 ree tape,
More than 20 .reels more
were obtained from King’s‘
visits the next . month t
LE_(Znolulu and Los Angeles 1

i e e o me—————
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|/ The FBI and Martin Mﬁ@f@g

T IS QUITE CLEAR, as Attorney General Edward
H. Levi has recognized, that-the questions about
the relationships between the FBI and the late Dr.
Martin Luther King can be answered only by a full
investigation of FBI files across the country. Enough
is’ already known from the files in Washington to
raise substantial doubts about the leaahty of some of
the operations the agency mounted against Dr. King.
The real question, however, is whether the Depart-
ment of Justice has sufficiently straightened itself

out under Mr. Levi's direction to be ahle to win pub-
lic confidence in the integrity of an internal investi-.

gation.

We are sympathetxc to what Mr. Levi is attemptmg
to do in keeping the investigation internal as distinct
from naming a commission of prominent citizens$ to

“conduct it. He has taken this opportunity to demon-

strate his belief that the department has recovered -

from its unsavory reeent past. He may well be right.
But whether he is right in thinking the public can be

persuaded to share that helief may depend not only

on the quality of the investigation he has ordered,
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Inspection
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but also on the results it produces. In a perverse way,
it seems likely that the more dirt the investigation
‘uncovers, the more confidence it will generate in its
own integrity.

Mr. Levi could have chosen a far easier course by
asking outsiders to survey the files and run the inves-
tigation. And he-—or his successor-—may still have to
do that if the internally generated report even seems

to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonable

test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, are
hard to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not have an
easy choice; it is worth keeping in mind that the
couritry’s experience with commissions named to in-
vestig’ate such situations has been far from satisfacto-
ry. A good many people have never accepted the
findings of the commission that investigated the as-
sassination of President Kennedy, and there is no as-
surance that any new inquiry conducted from within
the Justice Department or from outside of it will be
able to satisfy all those who are troubled about th
way the I'BI treated Dr. King.
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19883,

the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation on the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., both before
-and after his assassination in

“’Tn @ statement released today,
Mt, “Levi *said that his order
for ;an expanded’ investigation
issued last Monday, had been
vhased on a recommendation

. Departrgent. ) .
-from lawyers in the. depart-} w.Mr.lg:evi ordered the Fottin-

-med’s civil rights division who

criminal prosecutions, discipli-
nary proceedings, or othr ap-

o

er investigation-provide-conclu-,
sive answers to the questions]
addressed by Mr. Pottinger and
furnish him with any .evidence
there might be that “the nature
of the relationship between the
bureau and Dr. King calls for

propriate action” by the Justice

. ment

ger irfquiry” Iast»fall, after giis-

havie spent the last five months
studying both the King assas-)

4

closures by the Senale intel-is pul«into the hands of ajbody

tigation by the Justice Depart-}
was ~ merely “another
coverup.” -

Robert N, Livingston said
that neither he nor his tlient,
who is serving a 99-year sen-
tence at the Tennessee State
Prison in Nashville, expected
anything from the 'fi\(e-month
inquiry of the slaying of the
civil rights leader. :

Mr. Livingston said, “I don’t
think the truth will ever be
known until the investigation
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" Reviewed in a Broadening of Inquiry. | Files &
T - o al - L 4 R » - ":—' | Ident.
.. : . e core file also contai : . .
__ By JOHN M. CREWDSON  {some details of what Mr. Levi| theit. country and to justice Inspection
Foeedai by The Sew ork Tines | “iprmed “a systematic progranr—and to truth.” ' Intell. =
T WASHINGTON, April 20°|of harassment of Dr. King in| { = (== o " “Laboratéry
- “Atigtney General: ‘Edward -H.|order to discredit him and harm | - TAWYer Sees Cover Up L. . ooomeretely e
" “Leovi -Has- ordered -an. internal Egt{;dlym .and the . movement ( MEMPHIS, - Tenn., April ,29 AF'U"- & Eval. =7
Jostice Depar 5 8 T . PI)—A lawver f I T Spee. Invi -
'Ivs:txcilr) paf.tlm_ent rev'ie\év l;)f The Attorney General said he Ra; convic}tlefj glix J:rnesf Egrl - pe? .lnv
some 2,500 files compiled bYlnad ordered that the new, broad-lf =77 % yer ot B Training
King, said today that the inves- Legal Coun

Telephone Rm.

Director Sec'y

sination and the F.B.L's cam-

.paign to- harass and discredit| gence committee  that

IF.B.I. bugged -Dr. King’s hotelthe

chins in - the six -years before
This death. : .

. The initial flnding -conveyed
to.Mr. Levi by J. Stanley Pot-
‘tinger, head of the civil rights

|rooms, sent tape.recordings of
his sexual activities to his wife,
Coretta, mailed him an anony-
mous note that he interpreted
as a suggestion that he commit

the:ori/]jéetely disassociated | with

epartment of Justicg.”

Cdivision, was that no evidencel| g i.;
~h:1d been found to suggest eith-) 1S1l'umde and_sought to_replace |
er- that the F.B.L’s harassment _mlg:’eas ht:ad of the civil rights
program contributed to the ci-ige thTeg]ur:gf'g %‘313‘:}]{]0193.‘191'
‘vil rights leader’s death or that! ™ yi- " pottineer's reno n tOSIISIg
he ;bureau’s investigation of‘ Levi contai né‘g i x;ercohfme x;”-
g;:illxnurder was less ;h_an thor-idati(;ft‘ gcl!r an expanded inquiry
" Mir i ; _reportedly also suggested that
: éohix;r::églnlgaigrsaﬁﬁt %enet‘;ves-?the (Attorney General appoint
iié;'ed it was “possible” thaiai.lo independent commission of
-eyidence to contradict this find-:fevir:mmgﬁ'mf“i‘l“.“an citizens toj
ing might turn up in the 2,50 !alongwthe ?ineg dfF tgel orecoyd,
E 1188 believed to contain moTelsion *under the late lexelgl?ﬁ::
than ﬁO0,000 (%ocuments inltice Earl Warren,” that investi-’

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)

The New York Times M

:%.B.I. ﬁield officeé aroun[ the|!
countty. R

Interviews With Agents

The expanded investigation,
which will be conducted by
the "Justice Department’s new
office of professional responsi.
bility, will also include_ inter-
views with present and former
agents involved in the harass-
ment campaign of the assassi-
nation investigation, a depart-
ment spokesman said. B
. Mr. ‘Pottinger’s conclusions
were based only on an exami-
nation of the 96-volume central,
or “core” file, here, summariz-
ing the bureau’s investigation
that led to the arrest of James

to Dr. King’s murder but has|
simee—attempted  to renounce}
that plea. S

! No expianation of why Mr.

gated the Assassination of!
President Kennedy. .

Levi chose to keep the King
investigation inside the Justice
Department was immediately
forthcoming, however.

The Rev. Ralph David Aber-
nathy, who succeeded Dr. King
as head of the Southern Chris-
tian .Leadership Conference,
said in Atlanta today that he
continued to lack faith in the
bureau’s -investigation of Dr.
King's death. ’ )

‘Mr. Abernathy said he would
“not be satisfied” until Pres-
ident Ford assigned the task
of producing a final verdict
on Dr. King’s. death to “a spe-

Earl Ray, who pleaded T !cxal committee of distinguished]

American citizens who Owe NoO

The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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The FBI and Martin Luther King ..

T lS QU [E:CLEAR, as Attorney General Edward * but also on the results it produces. In a perverse wa‘y,
i has' recognized, that the questions about it seems likely that the more dirt the 1nvest1gat10‘n

the relatio ships between the FBI and tHelatef. uncovers, the more confidénce it will generate in its
Martm Luther-King can be answered only by a- full _ own integrity. :
investlgatwn of FBI files across the-country. Enough * - . Levi could have chose ;

n a far easier gourse.by
is alreddy: known. from the files in Washington t0  ,qyino outsiders to survey the files and run jhe i inyes-

rai$e substantial doubts abouit the legality of some of
tigation. And he—or his successor—may still have to
tTl;feol?:alianglelsst:g: ahg:‘xsg ;wgnffge:g:;nf;?‘]‘)glggt_ do that if the internally generated report even seems
9 g ’ P to have an unpersuasive ring to it by any reasonable
ment‘of ‘Justice has sufficiently. straightened itself: test. The hard fact is that reputations, once lost, are
out inder Mr. Levi's direction to be.able to win pub- - hard‘ to restore. Moreover, Mr. Levi did not haiv,e an
lic confidence in the mtegnty of an. mtemal investi- casy 'ch01ce it '1s worth l’teeomg {0 mind that ihe

ation.. - :
8 _ We are: Sympathetlc to what Mr. Levi is attempting country s experience with commissions named-to-in-
vestigate such situations has been far from satisfacto-

to.do:in: kee ing.the mvestxgatlon internal as distinct
ry. A good many people have never acce?ted the

from namin a commission of promment citizens to

*conductv it. He -has taken thls opportunity to demon- findings of the commission that mvestlgat the:as-
strate: his beljef that the department has recovered sassination of President-Kennedy, and ther is'no:as-
_from:its.unsavory recent past. He may ‘well be right. § surance that any new inquiry conducted from:within
But whether he is right in thinking the public can be | the Justice Department or from outside of it will be
persuaded to share that belief may depend not only | able to satisfy all those who are troubled-about the

jon-the: quahty of the investigation he has ordered,  way the FBI treated Dr. ng R !
-7:&‘?» Wﬁ_f Pas&"
=42,
R-1g
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Evarmime Kim o ===
Examine King case:
|from all sides |

J '
. . |
.The recent four-month U.S. Justice '
‘Department review of the circumstances f
surrounding the assassination of Rev. Martin:
t . Luther King turned up no evidence that the FBI
| or any other government agency was involved in;'
the murder. But’that was reassuring only as far
.as it went. : o

J
-

Recent revelations that Dr. King wasj: '

. subjected: to wiretapping and harassment by the !
’ ![ FBI have deepened the suspicions that were first :
raised about - the original government
! investigation ‘of the assassination. .
+* Clearing away those suspicions demands. fot ,'
_only that/the government again review the case, ,
as it has now done, that the murder be examined-
from outside. So it’s encouraging’ to learn that!
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights- Division isj,
‘about to recommend the appointment of such an .
-independent committee. ' ;
It’s to'be hoped that the recommendation is °
both made and accepted. The shooting of Dr.
,King may never be satisfactorily explained, but_
it’s. essential that nothing be left undone in the{
search for possible motives and conspiracies: {
!The memory of a great man demands nothing !
less.

.
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Independent Probe
Ox ?{ingpmpﬁsed

By John M. Goshko and Warren Brown

: . ()

MURKIN

Washingron Post Staff Wrers

The Justice Department's
Civil Rights Division next
week will recommend that
Attorney General Edward
H. Levi appoint a committee
of persons outside of gov-
ernment to study the 1968
assassination of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Informed sources said the
recommendation by Assist-
ant Attorney General J.
Stanley Pottinger will argue
that an independent inqui-
ry Is necessary even
though a four-month Justice
Department review of the
King case found no evidence
that th% FBI or other gov-
ernment agencies were in-
volvgd in the killing of the
blac’l{ civil rights leader.

Suspicions have been
raised about the initial gov-
ernment probe of the mur-

der because of recent reve-
lations that the FBI sub-

Jected King to wiretapping
and harassment. Questwns
also have been raised about
whether the motives and ac-
tivities of the convicted as-
Sassin. James Earl Ray, have
been fully explained.

For these reasons, the
sources said, Pottinger. who
headed the review, feels
that an independent inquiry
is necessary to resolve the
questions still surrounding
the April 4, 1968, shooting of
King in Memphls

The inquiry would deter-
mine whether a full-scale in-
vestigation of the assassina-
tion should be ;resumed.
And, the sources said, Pot-
inger’s report vill recom-
mend that for, reasons of
credibility it should be con-

See KING, A9, Col. 1
-~ KING, From Al

ducted by persons independ-

ent of the “Justice Depart-
ment, wbich has policy con-
trol over the FBI.

According to the sources,
Pottinger is recommending
that the committee of in-
quiry look into such ques-
tions as whether there was
any FBI complicity in
King's death, whether the
FBI violated any laws or
policy guidelines in its deal-
ings with King, and whether
any consniracy, say, of
persons outside government,
was connected to the mur-
der.

The sources said the study
committee, as envisioned in
Pottinger’s report. would
have no prosecutorial fune-
tion Instead, it would re-
view the recosd, hear new
evidence, if any, and advise
the Attorney Genera!l
i:vhether iz believes that
there are grounds for pursu-
ing the King case, techni-
cally never closed, with a re-
rewed investigatiosn.

The sources said that Jus-
tice Department officials be-
lieve that a study committee
can be named under the
provisions of the 1972 Advi-
sory Commission Act, which
was designed to provide bet-
ter public insight into gov-
ernment operations. The
legislation requires that at
least one member be a gov-
ernment official with the
power to convene and dis-
miss meetings.

However. the sources
added. Pottinger’s recom-
mendation will be that most,
if not 21l. of the other mem-
bers be drawn from outside
the government. Although
the sources would not specu-

late on names they said it -

seemed obvious that some
would be persons prominent
in the ¢ivil rights move-
ment.

Questiens about the Xing
case have bheen growing
since last November when
the Senate intelligence com-
mittee hearings revealed
that the late FBI director. J.
Edgar Hoover, had iospired

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

"murky and
story about his involvement
inrthe murder, is now seek-
ing-to overturn his 99-year
prison sentence and win a
new trial. His lawyers have
said that if his appeal is
granted, Ray will attempt to
prove that he was coerced
into pleading guilty ,‘o the
killing. .
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- a’secret, six-year campaighn:
fo harass and try to discred-
it King. Agents bugged Dr.
King’s telephone corversa-
tions and sent him am anon-
ymous letter containing def-
amatory information? about
his personal life.

who -has told a
contradictory

Ray,

These . develdpments»‘
caused Levi to dirpct the
Civil Rights wasxon wh1ch
is headed by Pottmger,

review federal records xelat-
ing ta*the assassinationr
any «dditional light they
might shed on the NBrs

campdaign against King andﬂ

- its pursuit of Rav.
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fﬁfﬁzify onDr. Klng Death

-

By JOHN M.

A s

:The Justice Department’s civil
+rights division, after a four-
month study of Federal records
relating to the assassination
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., has found no evidence
of government complicity or
of a tangible conspiracy in the
black leader’s death, according
to department sources.

But Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral J. Stanley Pottinger, whao
headed the review of files com-
piled at the time of Dr. King’s
.death in 1968, is nevertheless
expected by some Justice offi-

_ cials to recommend a new in-

quiry into the assassination in
-hopes of resolving persistent
questions about the motives
and activities of James Earl
Ray, the convicted assassin.
" One source noted that Mr.
Pottinger’s report on the mat-
ter, described as “quite length-
ly,” would not be sent to
Attorney General Edward - H.
Levi. until late. this week or
early next and that a recom-
mendation to begin a full-scale
field investigation of the Mem-
phis assassination had not yet
been committed to paper. .
But the source said that a
new investigation would  be
“the most credible way 1o
handle” the renewed public
concern that resulted from dis-
_closures last November by the
Senate Intelligénce Committee
of .a secretesix-year effort by
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation to harass and discredit
.Dr. King. '
" Those disclosures prompted
Mr. Yevi to ask the.civil rights
~ division to review both the
-EBi’s covert attempt to dis-

Y

’ Speaial to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, March 23— rupt Dr. King’s civil rights cam-

CREWDSON .

paign and the "volumes of
evidence gathered by the bure-
au in its search for Mr. ng,
who was sentenced to 99 years
in jail after confessing his guilt
as Dr. King’s murderer.

There was initial concern
among past and present Justice{-
lawyers familiar with the King
case that the F.B.I, might have
contributed directly of inadver-
tently to Dr. King's death or
might have failed to warn him
of a plot against his lite.

Although the civil rights law-
yers reportedly have found no
ihnt that the F.B.I. played a
role in Dr. King's death, or
that Mr. Ray was only- a part
of a larger assassination con-|
spiracy, they apparently .have
concluded that a new new
F.B.L investigation of the mur-
der would. prove or disprove,
once and for all, Mr. Ray’s
allegations. * - - -

Mr.”Ray is now seeking a
new trial, and his case is before
the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Sixth Circuit in
Cincinnati. If ‘his appeal is
granted, his lawyers say, he
will attempt to show only that
he was coerced into admitting
his guilt and will ‘not help
identify the “real” assassin.

* Mr. Ray admits to having
been in Memphis on April 4,
1968, the day that Dr. King
was felled by a high-powered
rifle bullet fired from a rooms
ing house near his hotel. But
the prisoner has ‘since told a
tangled and sometimes contra-|’
dictory story that makds him
out to be a pawn in a lavger|.
plot to murder Dr. King. N b

.=

- —
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Justice Finds No FBI Link to King Death

- Justice Department lawyers have found no evidenie
of FBI involvement in the assassination of Dr. Martin
Lurher King Jr. and are satisfied that the FBI's inves-
\\ tigation of King's death was handled ‘‘thoroughly ani
efficiently,” informed sources report.
The assessment was based on a review of the FBI's
voluminous file on the black civil rights leader.
The findings and possxbly a recommendation for a
i\lll -scale probe of the FBI's harassment campaign of
: ing are expected to be turned over to Atty. Gen. Iid-
-- ward . H. Levi. soon. Levi ordered the inquiry last .
- gvember fallowing disclosures by the Senate Intelli-
g nce Committee that the FBI sought to destroy ng
R asaleader.~--~-: Gl
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By Jerry Oppenheimer

Washington Star Staff Writer

Justice Department law-
yers have found no evi-

g dence of FBI involvement

in the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. and
are satisfied that the FEI's
investigation of " King's
. death was handled “‘thor-
_oughly and efficiently,” in-

formed sources said yester- .

- day.
.. The assessment was

.based on a nearly com--

fpleted review of the FBI's
voluminous file on the black
civil rights leader. -

The findings and possibly
a recommendation for a
full-scale probe of the
FBI's harassment cam-
paiﬁn of King are expected
to be turned over to -Atty.
Gen. Edward H. Levi by the
end of next week or early
next week. -

Levi ordered the inquiry
last November following
disclosures by the Senate
Intelligence Committee

§that the FBI sought to de-

mm as aleader. .

LEVI SAID HE wanted to
determine through the in-

“quiry if the campaign had-

been relatéd in any way to
the assassination of King or
fto the outcome of the FBI's
investigation of the slaying.

A number of black lead-
ers have charged that the

‘Justice Dept. Review of His File -

ath Found

Tie to King De

and rumor’ has been
tracked down and “there is
nothing to suggest that
James Earl Ray did not
work alone.”

Ray, said to have refused
interviews with Justice
lawyers because he is seek-
ing a new trial, was arrest-
ed for the King murder,
pleaded guilty and was sen-
tenced to 99 years in prison.

THE REVIEW of the

King files, it was said, -

*showed “an unwarranted
and excessive intrusion”
into King’s personal life by
he FBI. One official said
that, “I don’t think they
Athe FBI) will come out
smelling like roses” in the
report. ’
The files showed that the
{iate FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover “simply had an
irrational preoccupation
with King,” it was said.

\\ But qng of the key ques-

disclosures of efforts to dis- |

credit and harass King sup-

ported their theory that the

" April 1968 assassination

was part of a conspiracy
that possibly involved the
VFBL -
But one source familiar

with the scope of the in- |

quiry said that _“'ever

_ sossiblee lead, allegation

|

g bt A
R S
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‘tions investigators hope to

-answer in their report is -

;
'

whether, in fact, any of '

King's constitutional rights
_were violated. However,
sources indicated yesterday
that it -was doubtful any
prosecution would be

recommended because the :

statute of limitations on al-
leged illegal acts had run
out and some of those in-

were now deceased.

Yvolved in the FBI campaign

Under consideration, but '

still not decided yet by the :

Civil Rights division law-
yers involved in the inquiry,
is whether a broad investi-
fgation into the FBI’s activi-
ties involving King should

be recommended to Levi. .

One possibility, it was said,
was for the formation of a

blue-ribbon committee of -

persons outside govern-
ment to look at all aspects
of the case. .

Tl ettnhd

The Washington Post
Washington Star-News £~
Daily News (New York}
The New York Times-
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer ——
- The Los Angeles Times

e - - -

Asst. Dir.:

Admine —

Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affoirs

Files & Com.

Gen. Inv.
Ident.

Inspection —

Intell.
Laboratory
Legal Coun.
Plan. & Eval.
Spec. Inv.
Training

Telephone Rm.

Dirsctor Sec’y —

A
-

P

g  Jrions

gt 83

2

S

1375

-t
o sudi-Sed

O



-«

FD‘-§50 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Rey-Maintains Innocence ——
y

In Plea for New Trial

By CHARLES DURFEY
Special fo The Press-Scimitar
_CINCINNATI, Ohio. — James Earl Ray.
did not kill Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
and for that reason he should be given a
new trial, attorneys for Ray told the U.S,
Sxxth‘Circuit Court of Appeals today.
While questioning of James Lesar, one
of Rz{y’s Washington, D.C., attorneys this
morning, members of the three judge-
panel focused on “apparent lies,” told by
Ray during his original trial.
Judge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked
Lesar if Ray was now contending that he
didn’t shoot King.

Lesar said, “That is correct.”

“Then he lied twice,” said Celebrezze,

citing Ray’s guilty plea in Shelby County
Criminal Court and in a document
presented to that court.

Hearing the legal arguments in addition
to Celebrezze were Chief Judge Harry
Phillips and Circuit Judge William E.
Miller.

After asking whether Ray *‘understood
what he was doing when pleading guilty,”
Celebrezze answered the question himself,
saying “He probably knew more law than
his attorney, he’s been in and out of jail so
much.”

Judge Miller was interested in whether
Percy Foreman of Houston, Ray’s former
attorney, adequately represented Ray in
the case.

Lesar “contended Foreman improperly
advised Ray to plead guilty because Fore-
man did not conduct an independent
investigation of the case and stood to
profit from a book about Ray.

Lesar asked the three-judge panel to
overturn Ray’s first degree murder con-
viction and order a trial so the evidence
can be brought out in public.

The hearing today was to review U.S.
Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae’s denial of
the new trial request last February. The
Memphis judge decided after eight days
of hearings that Ray’s 1969 confession to
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

was voluntarily ‘made on the advice of

competent attorneys.

.ec—-Raws who has served seven years=ofa

99-year prison senfence at the Nashville

state penitentiary, claims his former
attorneys, Foreman and Arthur Hanes of
Birmingham, pressured him to plead
guilty and compromised his interests by
signing contracts for royalty rights to a
book on the slaying. .

Lesar claimed that Judge McRae failed
to conduct a “full scale judicial inquiry”
into the assassination as ordered by the
Cincinnati based appeals court in 1974.

Attorneys from the Tennessee Attorney
General’s office opposed Ray’s request
for a new trial and said that McRae did
conduct a detailed investigation.

Ray “admitted his guilt” to the first de-
gree murder of Dr. King with full knowl-
edge of the direct consequences, Asst.
State Atty. Gen. Joe Haynes said. i

Each side had been allocated 20 minute}
for arguments, but the three judge pan€
allowed Lesar to argue for 45 minutes t
the state’s 20,

A decision is not expected for several
weeks.
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(,BS Is Denlea""‘ | —  COMMERCIAL APPEAL
Ray Evidence

NASHVILLE (AP) — The Court of ' — MEMPHIS, TERN
Criminal Appeals has: rejected -a request- .

by CBS News that’it be permitted to con-
duct sc1ent1f1c tésts on some .of the.évi-
dence used’in the murder trlal of James —
Earl Ray :

The court held that nelther the pubhc
nor the news media has an absolute right
to-photograph or -conduct scientific tests
on evidence in a criminal case. .- .- -

. CBS made the request-while working on
an hour-long - documentafy, shown ' last
‘month, examining theories. that Ray did °

n%e in the assassination of ciyil
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther"King 2_]1' -
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RayDenies He Slew King

By MARVIN BEARD
Enquirer Reporter

James Earl Ray did not kill Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Ray’s law-
yer said in Cincinnati Tuesday.

James H. Lesar, the lawyer,
argued before the U. S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Sixth Circuit that
Ray—who pleaded guilty tn 1969 to
killing Dr. King—should receive a
trial. He said Ray was coerced into
his guilty plea, and was framed.

-After the 90-minute session be-
- fore the appellate court, Lesar spoke
briefly with newsmen. .

“Are you saying that Ray did not

kill Dr. King?” he was asked.
- “Yes,” Lesar responded.

“Are you saying that Ray did not
fire that shot from a rooming house
bathroom that struck Dr. Kingas he
stood on a motel balcony in Mem-
phis in 1968?”

“Yes‘”

LESAR SAID that if there was |
any conspiracy in the killing of Dr. !
King, perhaps the foremost civil
rights leader of his day, then “the -
conspiracy was to frame James Earl
Ray.”

If Ray did not kill Dr. King, then
who did, Lesar was asked. “You
know I could not respond to that
question, even if I thought I knew
the answer,” he said. ‘

Dr. King was killed April 4, 1958.
Ray was arrested in England later
that year and on March 10, 1959,

(ORI L

pleaded guilty in a Tennessee court
to murder. He was sentenced to 99
‘years. ‘

Ray’s attorney at the time of his

plea was Percy Foreman.

“FOREMAN HAD money riding

on whether Ray pleaded guilty,”
Lesar told the appellate court Tues-
day, referring to money the lawyer
might earn from publication rights
concerning the case.

Lesar, who said he has been one

of the lawyers representing Ray for
five years, told the court that Fore- .
man did not conduct an adequate
investigation into the case, induced
Ray improperly into pleading guilty,
and coerced him into doing so.

William J. Haynes Jr.,, a Tennes-

. see assistant state attorney general,
arguing the other side, said Fore-3
nan did conduct an extensive.

Investigation...__. :

" “And he found nothing to refuteg
e state’s case (against Ray),”” .
Haynes said.

And, he said, despite what Ray

might have said since 1969, “he
never controverted (one part of a
. stipulation that Ray initialed) that -
he, and he alone, fired the shot that
killed Dr. King.”

Haynes said that Foreman ad-

vigsed Ray to plead guilty “to save his
(Ray’s) life.”

Judge Anthony Celebrezze, one

of the three judges hearing Ray’s
appeal, noted that Ray had initialed
every page of the stipulations con-
taining the statement that he had
shot Dr. King, but now was denying
the shooting.

“Then he is lying, either then or

now,” Celebrezze said.

The court took the appeal under

advisement. It will rule later, . . _.-’
[ e ot

Can- “0 Eureau
Date-f%é%gzi_ -
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BY CHARLES DURFEY

James® Earl Ray did not kill Dr.
Martin Luther King, his attorneys told
judges of the Sixth Circuit Court of
Appeals here today.

The aftoineys are seeking to have,
Ray's 99-ycar first degree murder sen-
tence canceled and a new investigation
into the case and trial ordercd. o,

“From the very first this case has
been sabatoged with abuse of power,”
a brief filed by Ray's attorneys with’
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
gays, adding that Ray has been victira-
ized by ‘“massive and repeated illegal-
itles.”

James H. Lesar, a Washington D. C.
attorney representing Ray, asked “the
three-judge pargl.ta.cverturn Ray's
first degrez murder covviction and
order a trial so that the evidence in the
case can be braught out in public. .

“I think its the only way for the
matter io be cleared up,” Lesar said in
an interview yesterday. “For the past
eight years every attempt that has
been made outside the court room [1as
caused worse confusion.”

LESAR TOLD the court that Ray
deserves a new trial because his for-
mer atiorneys coerced him into plead-
ing guilty, failed to adequately investi-
gate the King assassination and had a
conflict of interest which kept them
from representing him properly.

He also contended that U. S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Robert M. McRae, of
‘Western Tennessee, failed to conduct a
“full-scale judicial inquiry” into. the
assassination as ordered by the
Cincinnati-based appeals court in 1574.

IN QUESTIONING of Lesar this
morning, members of the three-judge
‘panel focused on apparent lies by Ray,
now 48, during his original trial.

Judge Anthony J. Celebrezze asked
Lesar if Ray was now contending that
he didn’t shoot King. Lesar said that
was correct.

«“Then he lied twice,” said Cele-
brezze, citing Ray’s guilty plea in
Shelby County, Tenn. Criminal Court
and in a document presented to that
coirr=—" IO

King

__Asking whether or not Ray-““dmiar-
stood what he was doing inf;;eading
guilty,” Celebrezze added, “He prob-
ably knew more law than his attorney,
because’he's been in and out of jail so

much.”

Judge William E. Miller focused on
questions about whether or not Percy
Foreman, Ray's former attorney, ade-

quaiely represented Ray in the case.
Lesar contended

and because the attorney stands to
prafit from a boolt on Ray.

IN }I5 OPENING statement,

Lesar called Ray’s case “unique and

bizarre beyond belief.”
Attorneys from the Tennessee

Attorney General's office opposed

Ray’s request for a new trial and said
that McRae did conduct a detailed
investigation. . . .. .

" Ray “‘admitted his guilt to the first

degree murder of Dr. King with full .

knowledge of the direct consequences,”
the attorney general’s brief said.

KING WAS SLAWN by a sniper’s
bullet on April 4, 1968, as he stood on
the balcony outside his room at the
Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tenn.,
where he had gone to support a munici-
pal garbage workers strike.

Ray was arrested at London’s Hea-
throw Airport on June 8, 1968, and
brought back to the United States,
where he pleaded guilty to a charge of
murdering King on March 10, 1969, in
Shelby County (Tenn.) Criminal Court.

He is now serving a 99-year sen-

tence in the Tennessee State Peniten-
tiary and won't be eligible for parole
undl 2018 when he will be 90 years old.
Ray, who could have faced the death
penalty, was given the prison term in
exchange for the guilty plea.

SHORTLY AFTER pléading guilty,
Ray fired his attorncy at the time,
Foreman, a well-known Houston, Tex.,

1Yyt o4 oo st 2
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criminal lawyer, and ,began trying to
withdraw his guilty piea.
RAY’S CASE was taken up in 1970
by Lesar; Bernard Fensterwald Jr., a
Washington lawyer and former Senate
investigator; and a group known as the
Committee to Investigate Assassing-
tions (which has dubbed itself the
CIA). They have been providing Ray
with free legal help and investigating
the assassination. . :
Ray’s attorneys contend he was
coerced info pleading guilty by what
Foreman called “overwhelming” evi-
dence. l
)

LESAR'S BRIEF argues that Fore-
man inadequa{€ly fepresented Ray by
telliug him the evidence against him
was ‘‘overwhelming.”

In truth, Lesar's brief states, the
evidence compiled against Ray in
cluded these defects: -

o Police could not prove that Ray
was at the scene of the murder.

& Scientific ballistics tests failed to
link the bullet that killed Dr. King with
the rifle bearing Ray’s fingerprints.

Also, Lesar's brief said, Ray was
had insisted to an attorney who pre-
ceded Foreman on the case that he did
not kill Dr. King.

They alsn said they botb Foreman
and Hanes couid not represent Ray
objectively because they stood to profit
from a book written by William Huie
that was to detail the King assassina-
tion based on interviews with Ray and.
help raise funds for Ray’s defense. Ray
consented to give exclusive informa-
tion to Huie while remaining silent to
boost potential salesa o .

Lesar contends in his briof that
Foreman only talked with Ray for an
hour and fifty-three minutes during his
first-70 days on the case, and that a
public defender who has also repre-
sented Ray did not interview him dur-
ing the first 34 days on the case and
didn’t talk to any witnesses during his
first 48 days. :

Tennessee officials also hurt the de-
fense case because they kept close
surveillance on him while be was in
jail and censored bis mail, including
.correspondence with his attorneys,

Lesar said. ke

HE ALSO pointed out to the i

that McRae coufd~trit-kave c?)é;l;jl?eeg

with the appeals court order to conduct

an indepth investigation because they
were not permitted to cross-examine

Ray_s attorneys, Arthur Hapes and
ﬁfc%ﬁ?tgrrhee?txith official statements

2t there w spi

to kill Kin ‘ 'as no conspiracy

_ They also said that the late Selby
Circuit Court Judge Preston Battle faii-
ed to asked Ray what he meant when
he g:st:;’grefhd wlth offici statements in
cou at thereé was ! no conspi
kill King. neplracy to

_ State attarneys argue there is no
evidence that Ray’s guilty plea was

coerced and that he made it because he
lt]r?dt rtlt? defense. They called the sto

al there was a conspiracy to kill Ki
“fictitious” in their br?ef. Y toldll King

“A desire to avoid the death penal-
ty does not vitiate:thswoluntariness of
the plea, nor does the protestation of
Innocence render the guilty plea invol-
untary,” their brief said.

. Ray had been a small-time thief all
his life and knew the conszquences of
his guilty plea, they said. , .

RAY WAS KEPT under close sur-
veillance, including the use of closed
circuit television because he was an es-
cape artist and because there was a
possibility that someone might try to
storm his cell and kill him, Tennessee
officials have said. - )

In arguing Ray's case, Lesar said
he was doing so because “We think a
tremendous injustice has been done
and Ray is entitled to a trial.”

Lesar said yesterday the actions by
public officials and Ray’s previous
attorney are a poor reflection on the
Integrity of the legal profession.

. The appeal was argued before
Chief Judge Harry Phillips and Circuit
Judges Anthony J. Celebrezze and Wil-
liam Miller. It could be several months
before a decision is reached.

ot S
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IN DR. KING’S DEATH

. . B Y
 ‘CINCINNATI, Feb, 3 (UPD—
James Earl Ray contgnds he
did not shoot the Rev. Dr. \-Maf-
tin. Luther King Jr. He says. his
guilty plea wasillegally codreed
and wants a -trial, an attdrney
for Mr. Ray argued -before &
Federal appeals:court Tuédday.

A . three-judge ‘panel oft the
ederal Court of Appea’lsa for
the Sixth- Circuit, ~which', ques-
tioned - Mr. .- Ray’s attorneyy
James H. Lesar, in unusually
long, 75-minute oral argusents,
is expected to take séveral

ceks before deciding’ifMr,

ay will get a trial-
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HEARD TALK HERE

Eaves’ King Conspiracy

|

Probe Is Old to FBI

By BARRY HENDERSON

The “new information” on a conspiracy
theory in the 1968 death of Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. announced by Atlanta Public -

Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves in
a June 20 statement has turned out to be
information investigated in 1971 by the
Atlanta FBI office and, apparently, dis-

carded.
Atlanta police sources confirmed Tues-

\ day that the leads they were investigating

at Eaves' suggestion came from Robert
Byron Watson, 21, 2 twice-convicted viola-
tor of federal narcotics laws, who. is
incarcerated in the federal youth center at
Ashland, Ky., just beginning a five-year sen-
tence.

James B. O’Keefe, assistant to the spe-
cial agent in charge of the Atlanta FBI of-
fice, said, “We had the (Watson) story in
1971, and it was referred to the Justice de-

artment, and we have not been advised to
investigate it further since that time.”

. Watson, in a lengthy statement at-
tributed to him by his mother, Mrs. R. W.
Watson, described a conversation he over-

,heard among men in an anteroom of a

Buckhead Art gallery where he was working
in March, 1968, a week to the day before the
April 4, 1968, King slaying. James Earl Ray
was convicted and later sentenced to life
imprisonment for the killing.

The statement said Watson heard a
television news broadeast from the room de-
scribing Dr. King’s leadership of a Memphis
garbage workers’ strike and heard one of
the men in the room say he was “going to
shoot that damn King in the head and frame
a jailbird, just as they had Kennedy.”

Another voice from the room set the
date for King’s killing at a week from that
day, the Watson statement continued.

Mrs. Watson, who said she picked up
her son at the gallery after the alleged con-
spiracy was hatched, said he told her about
the date specified. And when it came true,
they were both too frightened of a “syndi-
cate” of dope smugglers and assassins they
thought were involved in the incident to
come forward.

At the time, Robert Watson was a 14-
year-old freshman at North Fulton High

ad led him to work in the shop, she said.
Contending that her and her son's guilt

chool, whose interest in ancient artifacj

Sleas in 1972 to heroin importation chargest

ere the result of pressure from the so-
called syndicate, whose members purport-

edly included “people high in the govern-

ment,” Mrs. Watson said threats on her son
and herself had intensified when, in 1970,
they flew to Washington at their own ex-
pense to try to bring the conspiracy directly
10 the attention of former President Nixon.
The Watson statement said the mother
and son “spent several hours” being interro-

gated by Secret Service agents, who con-

cluded the youth “must be crazy.”

Watson  has  subsequently  been
convicted, on a nolo contendere plea in De-
Kalb County state court, of violating the

Georgia Controlled Substances Act (mari-

juana possession), and in an Atlanta U. S.

District Court trial of possession and disti-
bution of cocaine, both while on federal p'i;
t

irole from the 1972 sentence. His stateme!
escribed both charges as “frames,” and h

other said the federal case, decided May '

o
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23, 1975, is being appealed. \
Capt. K. E. Burnette, head of Atlanta
[police intelligence investigations, declined to}
comment on the conspiracy investigationf |
Ayhile commissioner Eaves is in Boston, at-

, tending the U. S: Conference of Mayors.

=7

But, a police investigator who had han-
dled the material said the probe had “not
 been able to verify that there was a conspir-

acy, nor to prove that there wasw't.”

Since the first few-days of the investi-
gation of Dr. King’s death, when a Ford
Mustang believed used by James Earl Ray
turned up abandoned in Atlanta’s Capitol
Homes housing project, there has been
broad but unsubstantiated speculation that a
conspiracy in the civil rights leader’s death
was hatched here. :

_Young, Watson’s father, Robert Willard
Watson, was a former Atlanta policeman
and was a Fulton County sheriff’s deputy at
the time of his death on the last day of 1966. -

e was killed in the line of duty.in a south y
eorgia auto crash while {ransporting a
risoner back to the Fulton Jail, according

Sheriff Leroy Stynchecomb.
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Police,

By CLIFF GREEN .

and ED JAHN

A twice-convicted drug dealer is the source of a D§

artin Luther King Jr. assassination theory under invest
gation by the Atlanta Bureau of Police Services, The
Atlanta Journal has learned.

The investigation has received national publicity since
_Public Safety Commissioner A. Reginald Eaves turned the
“report over to FBI Director Clarence Kelley last week.

However, the same story was given to the Atlanta of-

} fice of the FBI four years ago. “We had the story in 1971,
checked it out and forwarded the information (to Washmg~
ton),” a spokesman for the office said.

The spokesman said the Atlanta office did nothing on
the newest tale, because “the information had been previ-
ously received.”

On June 20, The Journal reported Eaves was
investigating a conspiracy plot in the 1968 King assassina-
tion and that the commissioner considered his information
“strong.”

Newsweek magazine this week reported Eaves handed
E elley a 60-page summary of the polxce mvestlgatwn,

hlch was subsequently turned over to the Justice Depar
ent.

The Journal has learned that the source of the story
Y1-year-old Robert Byron Watson, who has been convicte
twice on federal drug charges.

Essentially, Watson claims he overheard several
Aflanta men discuss a plot to kill King the day before the
2ivil rights leader was gunned down in Memphis, Tenn.

Eaves, who is in Boston attending the U.S. Conference
f Mayors, refused to confirm or deny Watson is the
ource of the story. But he did say his investigators had
“authenticated” part of the storv. i
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Other police sources said they were develo ing the
f rnformation*from,_ Watson in hopes of gathering._,‘inf,gr'rgafgh‘e '

"Jon other: possible criminal activities. i T8
i§: - Watson- and his ‘mother were. convicted ‘in 1972 o
"*federal charges relating to the importation' of heroin, Th
18-year-old was sentenced t0 imprisonment in a federa]
penitentiary and his mother, Mrs. R. W. Watson, was
placed on probation, according to court records. '
While on parole, Watson was charged in DeKalb
County on one count of possession of less than one ounce
of marijuana and creating a turmoil, records show. '
In addition, his parole was jeopardized for a time be-
cause of an allegedly unauthorized trip to Chile last year.
Two months ago, Watson was convicted in U. S. Dis-
trict Court here on a charge of conspiracy to distribute six
ounces of pure cocaine. The conviction is being appealed,
according to court records.

. An early Watson statement, now in The Journal’s pos-
session, claims the assassination plot was overheard at a
now-defunct business on Peachtree Road near Buckhead.

Watson, whose father is dead, said he used fo hang
around the place because the firm imported pre-Columbian
artifacts and he was interested in archeology, according to
the statement.

Upon entering the business the day before King was
shot, Watson said in the statment, he overheard one of the
men involved in the business say he was “going to shoot
- that damn bastard King in the head and frame a jail-

bird...” '
Watson said in the statement that he and his mother
. flew to Washington in June 1970, and fried to give the
+ information' to President Nixon and his aides. In addition,
they saw FBI agents there, who recommended the informa-
tion be turned over to the Atlanta office. - ’

Mrs. Watson said Tuesday the statement currently
under investigation is “not the statement you have.”

The latest document, which is more than 40 pages
long, “goes into more detail,” she said.

Mrs. Watson said the information was given to Eaves -
.by Lamar J. Singleton, whom she described as‘an assistan

o state Rep. Hosea Williams.
Singleton could not be reached for comment.

)
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By CLIFF GREEN

Atlanta Public Safety Comj
missioner A. Reginald Eave!
said Friday he will continue
probing “new” material. on

tin Luther King Jr. despite

,FBI claims that the theory is

at least four years old.

Eaves two weeks ago gave

# FBI Director Clarence Kelley
a 60-page summary of the Bu-
reau of Police Services’ inves-
tigation into what was de-
scribed as new material on
Dr. King’s death.

. The Atlanta Journal Tues-
day revealed that the
material was drawn from a
lengthy - statement made by

. Robert Byron Watson, 21, who

s been convicted twnce on
federal drug charges.

In -addition, The Journal
story quoted a spokesman fo

', the Atlanta FBI office as say:
ing the agency had investi
gated the material in 1971.

Eaves said Friday some of
the information contained in
the statement is as recent as
last year. “So they couldn’t
have had it four years ago.”

But ‘this was immediately

‘i'xsputed by the FBIL.

James B. O’Keefe, assistant
to the special agent in charge
of the Atlanta FBI office said
the material is “identical” to
that investigated in 1971,

~#]-will stick by that original
statement,” O’Keefe added.

After the initial investiga-

n, the FBI forwarded a re-

et of its probe to Washing-

- t4u, but never received orders

t8 pursue the investigation

further.

Eaves Still Stands
By ng Material

the assassination of Dr. Mar- °

. before the killing.

- not abandon any of the probe -

"dag,” he said.

(Mount Cllpplng in Space Below)

” ' . \
o | - ol
i,'_..t‘,:
; e maite -

atson, who has been con-
vifted of importing heroin
ang conspiracy to distribute
si¥ ounces of cocaine, said in
his statement hé overheard
several men discussing the
plot to assasinate King just

o

According to his statement,
Watson claims he heard one
of the men say he was “going -
to shoot that damn bastard
King and frame a jailbird....”

Watson, who was 14 years

1d at the time, claims his
ugs conv1ct10ns are
rames,” hatched by “the
ndicate” and high govern-
Ment officials to keep him

1 t about the murders
th King and Presides
nnedy.

The plot was allegedly
overheard at a now-closed art
gallery near Buckhead.

Eaves said he never ex-
pressed confidence in the ma-
terial, but “indicated some of
it was convincing.”

ther police sources say
thdy are using the Watson
stement to lead them

ther information on possibl
riminal activities, primarily.
rugs.

But Eaves sald he would *

at this point.

“1 expect my staff to brief
me on the investigation Mon-
“Then we'll "
make a determination” -0

(Inh‘cate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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whether to pursue the pro
an; furfher
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/ﬁef—énse Brlef Says Ray — it %:—_

- ‘Framed’ InKing Killing

An attorney for James Earl Raﬁ“ calculated, successful attempt to impli-

; claimed in a written argument in feder- *
, al court yesterday that Ray was
, “framed” as the murderer of Dr. Mar=-

cate Ray.

Taken together, Lesar said in his

Laboratory ..
I Plan. & E '/i
Speec. ”'u\,/(}m
Training .}
Legal Coun. . ...

Telephone Rm. __
Director Sec’y ...

' tin Luther King Jr. argument yesterday, the evidence indi- g’;ffsc: ;Ee"rccﬁ ;Yngfj :fa rer) ’425
\ James H. Lesar of Washingt id cates “that the bullet removed from' ) o
] ashington sald - np- King i3 traceable to a rifle other T e
! proof presented at Ray’s evidentiary than the one left on .South- Mam ) y
, hearing here removes even the Street.” — ,‘(‘77
+ “shadow of a doubt” that Ray partici- —_— P v

ipated in the slayll:lg y p rHer Without further elaboration, Lesar AGE g§ '\/ ¢ ‘»,ﬁ;’m¢,*__

. argued: “This means that there was a N,
. “In fact, all the evidence now points conspiracy to kill Dr. King. It also /;

to the fact that-James Earl Ray was
framed of a crime he didn’t commit.
The evidence increasingly indicates

that law enforcement officials, both »

state and federal, have covered up the
evidence of this frameup s

Lesar based his contention on testi-
mony by a firearms expert who testi-
fied in Ray’s behalf, claiming the bullet
removed from King could have been
traced to a specxflc rifle. An FBI fire-
arms expert who examined the bullet
shortly after the slaying had concluded .
it could not be traced to a pamcular
gun,

Testimony at the hearing before
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.
showed that police recovered the rifle

eliminates any reasonable belief that
James Earl Ray was part of that con-
spiracy.”

Lesar’s argument was in response to
the state’s final written arguments
filed Dec. 2.

McRae has taken the arguments
under advisement, promising a ruling
“as soon as’ poss1ble” on whether Ray
is entitled to w1thdraw v_his guilty plea

\and stand tr1a1 for fﬁ King slaying.

-— COMMERCIA

—_ MENSHIS, TENH.

on the sidewalk next to a boarding s
house on South Main from which the 12- 14- 74
fatal shot supposedly was fired. Police, Date:
concluded  the rifle was the slaying Edition:

weapon and accidentally was dropped Author:

on the sidewalk as Ray fled the scene.
Lesar and his co-counsel claimed the

Edttor:  GORDON HANNA

rifle was left on the sidewalk by anoth- Title:
er person — a man nameL_Raoul”
tho deliberately dropped the ed the rifle in a ,W
Character: /
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MEMPHIS (AP) — Attor- - their allegation of a frameup

neys for James Earl Ray said on their claim that the bullet n
' Tuesday.there was a conspir- taken from King’s bady could swepaper eliy and state.)
, acy to kill Dr. Martin Luther be traced to a rifle other than ’ Page 8-C
. King Jr. but that evidence one found on the street near & THE ATLANTA JOURNAL

" “gliminates any reasonable downtown rooming hous
" belief” that Ray was part of from which authorities say th
it. S . fatal shot was fired April 4
*In a brief filed in U.S. Dis- 1968. Police-have said the rifle”
trict Court, the attorneys said discovered near the . slaying -
“evidence now points to the scene bore Ray’s fingerprints
fact that James Earl Ray was ~and was the-murder weapon. .
framed for a crime he didn’t } An FBI firearms expert has
. commit.”- - . 07 said the fatal bullet fragment B
“The evidence increasingly —Wasso mutilated that he could :
indicates that 1aw enforce- not say to the exclusion of all
ment officials, both state and other similar weapons that it :
federal, have covered up the ~¢ame from the gun found on —
evidence of this frameup,” the street. - ,
Ray’s attorneys said. - .TRay’s has claimed he wag '
«_There was a_conspiracy .- lured to the rooming house-b
to Kill Dr. King...buit evidence : 2 person named “Raoul” an
elirfiinates any reasonable be- that he did not kill the civ
. Tief that James Earl Ray was rightsleader. ,
part of the conspiracy.” " His attorneys made their —
Ray’s attorneys, James arguments in response to.a
Lesar ard Bernard Fenster- ~brief filed by’ the state con-
wald, Washington, D.C., based tending that Ray made a
P - T “77- “reasoned’‘and reasonable”

e T ' decision to plead guilty to kill- ’ Date: 12-18-74
ing King in order to avoid the Edition: Evening
death penalty. - - Author: AP
U U.S. District Court Judge ’
Robert M. McRae Jr. held ary Editer: Jack Spalding
. eight-day hearing two months} ritle:  JAMES EARL RAY
" ago on whether Ray is’ entitled
" to withdraw his guilty pleay

- and stand -trial for murder.
 Ray, now serying a 99-year : Character:
prison sentence, says he was ’ or
pressured into the guilty plea
on March 10, 1969. N N
McRae is expected to rule Submitting Office: ATLANTA
‘withinamonth. ~ - - .
In their brief, Lesar and
! Fensterwald said: “A Water-",
| gatetype cover-up of the assas- l
{ sination of Dr. King continues '
! until this -day. That and that :
\ alone‘explains the frenzied efi;
forts of. the state to obstruct
“examination of the physi-,
ence by petitioner’s;
gator -and counsel.” ;. 1
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Que tzons on-Dr-

By MARTIN WALDRON

are
% A, Federal Court judge in
'“Memphis is nearing a decision

on James Earl Ray’s petition
~for a new trial in the killing of

;the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
*Jr ‘But whatever form the deci-

SLcm takes,.it is not likely to an-|

“swer many of the questions
thgt have lingered ever since
the 1968 assassination.

- Following -a two-week hear-|
_ing that ended on Nov. 1 before!
-Judge Robert M. McRae Jr., at-|
torneys for both sides filed|

‘briefs this week. Counsel for
Mr./" Ray contended that his
sconviction should be set aside;

‘the.state of Tennessee said he|

had pleaded guilty of his own
frée will.

Ji;dge McRae has given the
ngosmfr lawyers until Dec. 13
-to file their final arguments be-

fore<'he decides whether Mr.|

Ray, serving 99 years in prison
for.the murder, should be given
a new trial,

“Those who have doubted that
James ‘Ear] Ray shot the civil
rights leader had their doubts
reinforced by the evidence
given at the hearing.

Dir King was slain on April

(968, as he stood -on the
baléohy of a motel in down-
' town, Mempbhis, James Earl Ray
" was arrested in London on

| June-8, 1968, and charged with
the murder: He pleaded guilty
. on March 10, 1969, and re-

! ceived the 99-year sentence. )

; - Although the hearing earlier

i this. fall was called to h&lpr

. Judge McRae determine’ wheth-
‘'er Mf. Ray was treated fairly!

. ng the pro;itecution a;;d by 2‘1;

ense aptorn
. 2 ge %ed H

tion 1tself He ruled thatl
bécatse Mr, Ray wis—contend
ing that his lawyers had vir-'
»tuaﬂy abandoned him, it was
germnane to know what Mr.,
Ray had told his attorneys,
while they were preparing tol
defend him. .

Mr. Ray said he had con-
sistently told his attorneys that
hé did not fire the shot that
killed Dr. King. But he said
he did not tell them the entire
story. He said he had witness-
es who could establish that he
was ‘nothing more than an un-
kneng accomplice in the mur-

dgr, but that he had withheld
their names because he did
not .>want them harassed by
agents of the Federal Bureau
of . Investigation.

“The story that Mr. Ray told
in. the hearing does not differ
materially’ with that pieced to-
gether by newsmen in the
months after the 1968 assas-
sination, except for some de-
t3ils,,

Mr. Ray escaped from the
Missouri State Penitentiary in
April; 1967, after serving seven
years of a 50- -year sentence for
robbery. He lived in Capada
for several months and then
in “Birmingham, Ala., and in
Mekico before estabhshmg him-
self with a new identity in Los
Angeles.

~ During these months, he said, "

‘Was given several thousand
dollaps by a mysterious’ bene-
factor, a_ “Latin” with reddishl
blg d the code namel

L of TREOUL” _©  smeeTo
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Mr. Ray said that.in.entusn
fdr%’%%sney, he smuggled
several small packages into the
United States from Canada and
smuggled an automobile tire in-
© to Mexico. Most of the time,
he said, he sat around waiting
- forinstructions from “Raoul,”
whe had promised him $12,000
and -a forged passport. !
After leaving Mexico in late
1967 and setting himself up in
Los ~Angeles, Mr. Ray -took a
course in ballroom dancing, at-
tended a school for bartenders
‘and had plastic surgery on his
-nose. He said that he had
‘wanted to alter his features so
thatrhe would not resemble the
picture on the wanted poster
issud after his escape from the
Mis§Guri prison.
. On,March 15, 1968, Mr. Ray
abruptly checked out of the
resident hotel where he had
been living in Los Angeles and
drove eastward in the white|
Musfing automobile he had|
bought in Birmingham, Ala,,|
some six . months previously.|
He said that the $1,995 that}
the car cost came from "Ra-|
oul. - .
. Mr: Ray told Judge McRae|
that 'when he left Los Angeles,
he Wwas +supposed to meet “a
party? in New Orleans, but
that when he arrived in the
Louisjana city, “the party” had
gone to Birmingham and Mr,
Ray. was told to meet -himi

there. |

William Bradford Huie, the

. Alabama author who wrote

articles for Look magazine in|

© October and November, 1968,

based. on information Mr. Ray

supplied him from jail, has

said- that Mr. Ray was_*“stalk-

{ng” Dr. King on that trip east-
ward " from Los Angeles.

Mr. Huie cited as evidence
of this assertion the fact that
Mr. Ray had spent the night
of March 22, 1968, in Selma,
. Ala., while Dr. King was sched-|
uled to make a civil rights
speech in a town some 30 miles
awdy. Mr. Ray told the judge
. he spent the night in Selma

"because he had gotten lost on|

* the ffay from New Orleans to
- Birmingham and had detoured
* throggh Selma by mistake.
Mz, Ray- said that on March

23 in Birmingham, “I met an-

otherrparty and-went to Atlan-

‘ta,” It 'was not clear from his

1

testimony, but apparently - Mr,
Ray . was_saying, that. “the

“parky”  rode- with-him-to, At~

a

S

ety g e‘gz #)ir. Ray ;,igéﬁfef@.

IprAflanty “He said, he dis|
cussed going to BirmingmanT to
buy .a. gun. He had an Alabama
driving. license under an as-
sumed name and he thought he
might have to show identifica-
tion if he bought a riffe. .

Mr. Ray did not explain to
- e W o
the Judge why' he wanted af
‘gun, but his new lawyers have|
said that Mr., Ray contends|
that he thought he was going
to join a gun-smuggling ring in
‘Memphis and .that the .other
‘‘party” wanted him to buy a
heavy rifle to show the gun
lrunners the variety that he
imight steal for them.

. Gave False Name

+ On March 29, Mr. Ray drove
‘to Birmingham and bought a
1.243-caliber rifle and when he
was not asked for identifica-
tion, he gave the name Harvey
'‘Lowmeyera ¢

| Mr. Ray said that the first
irifle he bought ‘‘was the wrong
‘type. I had to take it back and
.get another.” The second rifle
‘was a .30/06-caliber rifle. Mr.
Ray said he also “got” a .38-
,caliber revolver during that
two-day trip to Birmingham:.

Mr. Ray said that after ex-
changing the rifle, he drove
.back to -Atlanta and spent the
night. The next day, he started
driving to Memphis, he said.

On April 2, he arrived in

|which Mr. Ray had rented,

|at a nearby tavern und carme

Jsee why “Raoul” wag late Mr.

|leading into the Canipe Amuse-

‘Memphis and .registered at a
‘motel and said that on that:
night he gave the rifle to.
“Raoul.” S

He said that “Raoul” told:
him to rent a room at a din%y.
rooming house at 42215
iSouth Main Street in Memphis.,

Y R
The back of the house had a
view of the motel where Dr.
[King was staying. ki

X Reports Being Lost

! Mr. Ray-said that he was
‘supposed to be at the rooming
‘house at 3 P.M. on the after-'l
inoon of April 4, but that he got
flost and put his car in a park-
ing lot and had to walk seven
or eight blocks to the rooming'
house, where he paid for a
week’s rent on a room.. - -

- Thef, still 'undér grders from,
“Raoul,”  Mr. Ray™went" 1052
nearby gun sto Buy. anin-|
frared: tele‘s;@p e

store

. _storwyaries somewhat at
ithis “point, dependin, ;
\is telling it. ~ . ¢ -

| The version related to. the
Judge by Arthur Hanes Jr. of,
Birmingham, .who with - his:
father were among Mr. Ray’s|
original attorneys, was that;
“Raoul” told Mr. Ray to go get‘l
the car after he had delivered
(the binoculars, and to park the
car. in front of the rooming
house and to have a beer or
two while ‘“Raoul” shaved and
changed clothes in the roem

Mr. Ray drank several beers

back to the rooming house to

iHanes said. While Mr. Ray was
Istanding on the sidewalk inj,
ifront of the rooming house, he|l
heard a shot and saw. “Raoul”|;
rush down the stairs from the‘
second floor of the rooming
house and throw the rifle into}
{Mr. Ray’s suitcase in an alcove

ment Company, a small spe-
cialty store. ‘ .

Mr. Ray knew he was in trou-

ble and fled, Mr. Hanes .said.
Details as Given by Ray  :

Mr. Ray’s version, as related|
on the witness stand and
through his new attorneys, is
that he had been stopped by|
the Tennessee Highway Patroi!
the night before because one of
his tires was low. -

After buying the binocularg
and delivering them to “Raoul”
at the rcoming house, Mr. Ray
said he went to the parking lot,
got his Mustang and took-it to
a service station to have: the
tire fixed.

By the time he got-back to
the rooming house, the shoot-
ing had. already occurred and
the street was swarming with
police. Mr. Ray said-he did, not
even slow down, He diove'to
Atlanta, he said, @bandohed the
Mustang at.’a housing project
and - caught a :bus .to ‘Cincin-
nati. . . . o
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innmnemne

of information camé out in the
(hearing. A roomer at the house
told police that she had seen
“a little bitty” man in the bath-
room shortly before Dr. King
was shot. The police believe
‘that the civil rights leader was
killed by someone in the bath-
room of the house.
| When  F.B.I. agents and
-:Memphis policemen searched
Mr. Ray’s car after it was re-
‘trieved from  the housing proj-
ect parking lot, they found in
the trunk. an extra small Army
jacket that Mr. Hanes said
“James Ear]l Ray couldn’t have
gotten his big toe into.”
Chances of Acquittal

Mr. Hanes ahd his father
said that because of “the holes™
lin the state’s case against Mr.

e )
Ray in_ 1068, fhey ‘thought
.chances of acquitting him of
;the .actual murder 'were- good.
He said. that those holes in-
cluded:
| G Thelack of a witness.

¢ A statement by ¥.B.I, bal-
|listics experts that ‘they could
not say that the bullet that
ikilled Dr. King came from the
iriﬂe found -on the street.
. G A statement. by customers
iin Canipe’s that the rifle and
Mr. Ray’s luggage were aban-
doned at least-five: minutes be
fore the police arrived. The po-
lice have said -they picked up
the rifle and the suitcase within
90 seconds of the shooting.

@gStatements by several ob-
servers that the fatal shot ap-
peared to have been fired from

J|the parking lot of the motel

where Dr.-King was staying. -
The hearing ‘was crdered by
the United States Sixth Circuit
.Court of Appeals,".which had
'said there was sertous question
about the way Mr. Ray had,
been treated gefo;e MIW.

plea,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



M
Assoc. Dir.

0-19 (Rev. 1-30-74)
/ Dep. AD Adm. _
. m URH ) N . Dep. AD Inv. __

Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs
Files & Co
Gen. Inv.
Ident.
Inspection
Intell, __.
Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. _

Spec. Inv.

Training
Legal Coun.
Telephone Rm. __

Ray Hearing Director Sec’

MEMPHIS -~ The state'
saf}f/y%g‘day in a pief to
US. distret copét that -

Me
James Earl Ray € not enti- \)

owan

tled to- a new trial because
he pleaded guilty “freely’

and intelligéntly” in 1969 to
the ination gf/ﬂe Reyv.
Martin Luther Jing Jr.

The civil rigﬁts leader was
killed in April, 1968. Ray
pleaded guilty in exchange »
for a 99-year sentence. His l /\f
attorneys now contend that {
-he was pressured into the’
plea by two of his lawyers,
among. with author William
Bradeford. Huie, too bolster
voyalties from two books on’
the King déath.//a .
‘The state ki#ef said the
plea was mede “with the ef-
fective assistance of counsel,
the best money could buy.”
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