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By KAY PITTHMAN BLACK
and TOVI JONES
Press-Scimitar Sloff Writers
One of James Earl Ray’s
original attorneys said on
the Federal Court witness
stand today that he thought
the slaying of Dr. Mattin
Luther King Jr, in Memphis
was a ‘“‘political killing’* and
that Ray could have avoided
extradition frog.fagland on
murder charges.
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Arthur Hanes-$z., former
mayor of Birmingham, Ala.,
made the statement under
cross-¢xamination by one of
Ray’s attorneys, Bernard
Fensterwald, of Washington,
D.C.

Hanes and his son, Arthur
Hanes Jr,, represented Ray
shortly after Ray’s arrest in
England and until Nov. 12,
1968, when Ray fired them
and replaced them with
Percy Foreman, of Houston,
Tex. ‘

Under IEinglish treaty ar-
rangements with the U.S.,
any person charged with
committing a political killing
cannot be extradited, said-
Hanes, who then testified "
that he believed if Ray had
had the “finances to bring
the witnesses over tc Eng-
Jand,”” he could have suc-
cessfully fought extradition
—and thereby never return~
ed to the United States to
face charges in the King
slaying. .

Hanes said he advised Ray
that if he had a lawyer in
England “they would not
have extradited him.”

“In my judgment, it was a
political killing, and not an
extraditable offense under
that (existing extradition)
treaty,” said the 58-year-old
lawyer. “I argued with him
(Ray), but he wanted to
come back home.” .

Hanes said he did not
persist because Ray told him
“he was tired of being there
"(England) and wanted to
come home to America.”

Hanes did not explain
what he meant by “politi-
cal” killing.

Ray's atforneys are are
guing that Hanes did not ad-
vise Ray to fight extraditicn
because Hanes was more
interested in  obtaining
money from a book coniract
with Alabama author Wil
liam Bradford Huie than in
looking out for Rays
interests.

Hanes’ testimony today

clashed with that given:

earlier by Ray, who said he
avanted to iight extridition
but that Hanes told him to
“just come gn hack and
stand trial.”

® |

Hanes saild_he__conferred
with Ray on the extradition
1ssue after he was called to
England at Ray’s request,

Hanes identified a contract
thgt he and Ray had signed
with Hule which provided
for payments, in increments
for a total of $35,000 to start
gong to Hanes and Ray
upon Ray’s return to the
United States and the Shelby
County Jail.

Like Ray, Hanes denied
knowledge of some of the
Huie contracts, particularly
those involving rights for the
book, ‘‘He Slew the
Dreamer."”

Hanes said he wag
“amazed” when shown the
Huie-Dell Publishing Co.
contract which specified that
none of the proceeds from
the work could be used to
benefit Ray directly or indi-
rectly. Hanes said he Dbe-
lieved all of the Ray defense
money to be coming from
Look magazine articles writ-
ten by Huie.

Hanes also suggested that
the prosecution may have
“had a hand” in having
Foreman retained as Ray's
lawyer in order to insure a
conviction, '

He testified that he sus-
pected that former, U.S. At-
torney Geieral” Ramsey

"Clark was involved in rore-

man being _placed on the
case. * v

“You can imagine all
kinds of things. There was a
lot of heat in Memphis at
that time,” Hanes said. “I
think the power siructure
was shaken up and felt like
they had to have a convic-
tion. They felt the state had
a weak case and something
had to be done. I thought
maybe Ramsey Clark might
have had a hand in it.”

Hanes added: ““An awiul
lot apparentlyv went on be-
hind my back.”

Hanes said he was “shock-
ed” to learn of Ray’s guilty
plea on March 16, 1969. He
also refuted Rav’s attornevs’
contention that Ray was
coerced hv Foreman i.nto
pleading guilty. =m=

“In_my  opininn,” James
Earl Ray was an intelligent
person, strong-willed,” said
Hanes. “I'm just at a loss to
explain it. 1t was hard for
me to believe he would do
anything he didn’t want to
do.,l

Hanes said a major weak-
ness in the state’s case was -
caused by the FRI ballistics
test, which could rsi posi-
tively link the bul'lct  .hich
killed Dr. Martin iuther
King Jr. to the rifle Ray pur-
chased.

“The state was in trou-
ble,” said Hanes. “The FBI
man would have to tell me
that six million other 30.06s
(rifle) could have fired the
bullet which killed Dr.
King.” = =

Hanes was_then asked
about his visit to the law of-
fices of Russel X Thompson,
who cariier testified that
Hanes wanted to hire him as
Ray’s local attorney.

However, Hanes testified:
“l went to see him for the
purpose of psyching up the
public. T knew Mr. Thomp-
son had represented black
organizations. I knew 1
wanted to lay out my theory
of a conspiracy. I wanted
Mr. Thompson to put out the
information and sure enough
he did.” - -

Hanes said he visited
Thompson once, but never
discussed hiring him on the
case. He added that he dis-
cussed the possihility that
militant groups killed King.

“T thought perhaps black
militant organizations were
behind Dr. Kine's slaying,”
said Hanes. “If this theory
was correct, Dr. King knew
it and knew it before he was
killed. That meant Coretta
King (King’s wife) knew it,
too. I wanted Thompson to
talk with her about it, and
we talked about him perhaps
setting up a trip to Atlanta
to see if she knew anything.”

Hanes’ {estimony foday
followed on the heels of his
disclosure for the first time
late vesterday that Ray told
him he was standing on the
sidewalk outside the room-
ing housa at 42214 S. Main
when Dr. King was killed on
April 4, 1968, e
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Hanes, testifving as g
cqurt' witness—kefore U.§
District Judge Robert M.
McRae Jr., said Ray toki'
him he had driven to Mem.

“phis upon the orders oI “ms
contact.” T

Hanes said that Ray told
him that on “Tuesday night,
April 2, (1968), the gun he

bought in Birmingham was -
taken from him at a motel in

Mississippi.

“He never saw the gun

again until it was thrown
down with his suitcase and
binoculars. On  Tuesday,
Wwhen his contact took the
gun, he gave (Ray) a note
with the address of the
‘rooming house (at 422% S.
Main). He told him (Ray) o
be there on Thursday, April
4, at 3 p.m.”

After renting a room at
the boarding house, Hanes
quoted Ray as saying, his
contact told him “to park in
front of the rooming house.”
The contact also instructed
Ray to, buy him a pair of
binoculars.

At 5:20 p.m., Hanes said
Ray told him “his contact
said, ‘Jim, go down and get
a beer. I'm going to wash up
and shave and we'll go eat.’

“Jim said he had a beer or
two and was standing on the
sidewalk at 6:00 or 6:01
. when the shot (which killed

Dr. King) was fired. When

he saw the gun tied to his
suitcase, he knew someone
had been hurt and he was in
trouble and he fied.”

Hanes said Ray identified
the contact as “Raoul,” who
recruited him for an illegal
gun-runnjng operation.

Haunes’ account of the con-
versations marked the first
time Ray’s whereabouts at
the time of the King slaying

- have been revealed in the
evidentiary hearing to deter-
mine if Ray, santenced t2 99
years in prison after plead-
ing guilty to King’s siaving,
should be granted a new
trial. Ray has contended

“that he was.qressured into

pleading guilty by Foreman. .

® B

King was fatally, shot at

- §:01 p.m. while standing on

the balcony of the Lorraine
Motel at 406 Mulberry,
which is located behind the

“rooming house on South

Main.

lHanes emphasized that
Ray refused to listen to any
suggestions concerning
guilty pleas. “James Earl
Ray would never authorize
me to plea bargain with the
attorney general,” said
Hanes. “‘He always insisted
on trial.”  ~ s

Questioned by Asst, State
Atty. Gen. Henry Haile,
Hanes discounted KRay's
attorneys’ suggestions that
his contracts with Huie,
for rights to books con-

_cerning the slaying, influ-

enced Ray’s defense.
“He had absolulcly no
influence,” .said Hanes. ‘“He .

" had no say-so over the trial

of the case.”
Also testifying vesterday

" was Arthur Hanes Jr. Both

attorneys testified that they

-are convinced King’s slaying

was part of a conspiracy.

«we reached the conclu-
sion that it had to be a con-
spiracy,” said Hanes St.
“We have kept up with it
since, and have not run
across anything to change
our.-minds.”

Hanes Jr. said ‘Huie was
contacted “as another as-
pect of the defense.” He said
Huic’s articles were intended
to counteract Ray's portrait .
by the press as an “inhuman
murderer.”

Cywe felt like it was neces-.
sary to do something to
humanize the man, lo get the
thinking back toward the
middle, to make James Earl
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Ray a person.=2gain,” he
said. The hook contract was
signed by the attorneys, but
was intended o boost Ray’s
defense, said Hanes Jr.

Both attornevs testified
that they were prepared to
try the case on Nov, 12, 1968,
but were unexnectedly fired

by Ray two davs earlier.

_ “I think w~ o~} a terrific
chance to w.. the case,”
said Hanes Jr. ‘We were
very disappointed when we
were relieved.” He added
that most of the stale’s case
was circumstantial and ‘‘had
a lot of holes in it.”

Hanes Jr, said one defense
concerned the “bush man
theory,” explaining that
several witnesses were pre-
pared to testify that the shot
came from the bushes be-
hind the rooming house, and
not from an upstairs bath-
room window. -

He said the state located
only two eyewitnesses who
could furnish descriptions of
the man who allegedly shot

. King, One witness, Charles

Q. Stephens, identified Ray
but could be discredited,

~said Hanes Jr.

Stephen’s wife, Grace, the
other witness, contradicted

*her husband’s statement and

s_aid the man ‘“‘was diminui- :
tive . . . wearing an Army

- jacket,” according to Hanes

Jr. He said she was admit-
ted to a psychiatric hospital
shortly after the slaying.

Hanes added that the
Army jacket found in the
trunk of Ray’s car was too-
small for Ray.

Hanes Jr. said the FBI had
found ‘““huge footprints be-
hind the rooming house. We
were going to use those, too.
We were going to try giants
and midgets and trolls and

~everyone else down there

other than James Earl
Ray.” ¢

Both witnesses testified
that Foreman spent little
time familiarizing himself
with their files, which were
complied duyring a, five-
month investigation. .




{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ra

fr"”

ay Testifies He Told—
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' Attorney Of Innocence

By MICHAEL LOLLAR
and JAMES COLE

James Earl Ray testified yesterday
his attorney shoui’ have known he
‘“wasn’t guilty’’ when he confessed to
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.

Ray said he had told his first attor-
ney, Arthur Hanes, that he did not
murder King and that he “‘assumed”
Houston attorney Percy Fcreman knew
he was innocent vicn Foreman negoti-
ated a guilly plea m the case.

" During direct examination by one of
Ray’s current atiorneys, James H.
. Lesar, the following exchange 1ook
place: .
Q ~~ Did Arthur Hanes ever ask you
if you were guilty of the murder of Dr.
Mariin Luther King Jr. on April 4,
1301‘\‘\

A — T just told him no.

Q — Did Percy Foreman ever ask

ou if you were guilty?

A.—He never asked me directly, but

sometime in the early part of Februaxy
(1969) he asked me to ‘write out every-
thing that had happened. T did, from
the time 1 escaped from the Missouri
State Penitenciary until I was arrested
in London. . . .'I just assumed he read
from that that I wasn’t in that particu-
lar area at the time (of the slaymO),
and that 1 wasn’t guiity.”

In his evidentiary hearing before U.
S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.,
Ray is asking that he be aliowed to
withdraw his guilty plea and stand trial

. for the slaying. He claims that Fere- -

man pressured him into pleading guilty
in order to preserve the value of liter-
- ary contracts stemming from the case.
The issues surrounding Ray’s in-,
- volvement in the King murder were
"clouded by a ruling issued by McRae
late yesterday. Under the ruling, attor-
neys for the state are not being allowed
to question Ray about unvtbmo which
he had not discussed with rianes and
Foreman.

McRae's ruling followed objectionsé
registered by -Ray's atiorneys when.

Asst State Atty. Gen. Henry Haile

asked: “What didn’t you tell tbcm
(Hanes and Forzmvn)’J”

Eariy in his testimony, Ray was
asked about a letter which he said he
wrote to Sen. James O, Eastland (D-
Miss.) shortly after his confession and
transfer to the statz penitentiary at
Nashville.

Ray said he had read in the news-
papers about a possible Senate investi-
gation of the King slaying, and told’
Eastland he “would be happy”’ to take
part in any Senate hearings. In the let-
ter, Ray said: “I personally did ngt

shoot Dr. King, but I beljeve I am part-

ly responsible for his death.”

The prisoner said his letter was not a
further admission of guilt. “I assume
you vcould be involved in a crime and
not have any direct knowledge of
it. . . . I didn't have no direct knowl-
edge.”

When the letter was written, Ray al-
ready had recanted his guilty plea:
claiming he had been coerced by Fore-
man into pleading guilty. Feremarn re-
placed Hanes (whom Ray fired) on

. Nov. 18, 1968.

Eastland, chau‘man of the Senate Ju~
diciary Committee, said last night, “He
(Ray) wrote me a letter. 1 dont
remember what was in it, but I gave it
to the FBI.THe™ T udiciary Committee
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Ray Says He Bought 30.06 RifleIn
Atlanta With ‘Another Party’s Money’

‘has no inflquge,‘,m;,er anything like
‘that. T

¢, “He told me that he did not kill Mar-
“Hn Luther King, bu that he knew who
‘did. That's the way I remember it, but
4t's been & long time.”’ .

%, Ray said he was unaware that bot}}
*attorneys signed a contract with Look
‘magazine on March 17, 1863, ecacn
‘agreeing to write 1,000-word articles
‘bout the case.

=i A copy of the contract showed the
magazine deal was cop:dmoned on
Ray’s pleading guilty “during the week
of March 10.”

© In his questioning, Lesar contended
the contract stipulation shows that the
-contract “‘Obviousk-was drawr up be-

fore Ray pleadedpuilly on March 8.
"The claim would support Ray’s conten-
tion that Foreman held a personal
stake in the guilty plea.

Ray said he had argued with Fore-
man from about Feb. 13, 1969, until the
day of the guilty plea. “Ha was telling
me why- I should plead guilty and I was

" telling him why 1 shouldn’t.”

Ray said the arguments began short-
ly after Foreman brought him a letter
describing the attorney’s outlook on the
case.

!

In the letter, Foreman said he had
“spent several weeks reviewing the na-
ture of the case’ and jury sentiment in

_ Shelby County.

The letter said: “Ir my opinion there
is a little more than a 99 per cent
chance of your.zecsiving a death penal-

_ ty verdiet if3:our-case goes to irial.
Furthermore, there is a 100 per cent
chance of a guilty verdict.”

Asked to “‘elaborate” on the letter,
Ray testified, “I had kind of mixed
feelings about it. I think it was kind of
a blitz on his (Foreman’s) part.”

A few days later, Ray said, he com-
piled a list of reasons why he felt he

shouldn’t plead guilty. He could recall _

only two of those reasens yes:erday.

““i told him I thought the press could
not . influence everybody. I don’t be-
lieve everybody believos what he reads
or sees on the tube.” And, he said he
“thought we could prove that I'm not
an accurate shooter.”

Ray said thai-when those and other

protests failed he finally agreed to

S @

plead guilty.against his will. “I didn’t
want to drag the case out any longer,
because my health was deteriorating to
a certain extent. )

“And I thought if 1 fired Mr. Fore-

" man (to avoid pleading guilty) . . . it

would take another six to eight

months.”

Ever then, he claimed, “It was my
understanding that they were going to
enter a technical plea of guilty and get
me out of town.” He said he thought he
and Foreman “would go our own sepa-
rate ways” after the plea, and, ‘I
could get another counsel and open the
case back up on exculpatory evidence
(evidence indicating innocence).”

Under cross-xaniimation by Haile,
Ray said he told his defense attorneys

about se\'erag,_xex*/ztlenlents n the
state’s case against him.

Among the elements: .

© That he bought a 30.06 rifle in At-
lanta shortly before the King. slaying,
but with ‘‘another party’s money.”

@ That he was in the Selma, Ala.,
area the same time as King, but “may
have got off on the wrong road” on his
way from New Orleans to Atlanta.

@ That a city map found in an Atlan-
ta apartment he rented did have mark-
ings on it, but that the contention by
the prosecution is “fictitious” that
King's house and church were circled.

® That on—tifeda¥ of the assassina-
tion he rented the room at 42214 South

Main where the state claims the fatal
shots were firdd, .

.® That his fingerprints may‘ hawe
been on the 30.06 rifle the state identi-
fied as the murder weapon, but that
there “is some question how they were
still on there” when the rifle was re-
covered. T -

The identity of the -“other. party”
Ray claims_he dealt with in the pur-
chase of the ile, was not disclosed in
yeéterday’s hearing. ‘

In a related development in the Ray
case, the U. S. Supreme Court yester-
day rejected Tennessce's efforts to

block the production of evidence that
McRae has ordered inta_court for the’
evidoptisry hageies o
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By KAY PITTMAN BLACK
and TGH JONES

. Press-scimitar Stoft Vriters

James Earl Ray said on
the witness stand today
there wera “other conspira-
tors” in the Martin Luther
King killing but he said “I
was never associated with

_more than one perscin.”

The matter came up when
Asst. State Atty. Gen. Henry
Haile: continued his cross
examination of Ray. . '

Haile asked Ray: “Did
you tell Percy Foreman
(Ray’s last lawyer who
pleaded him guilty) all of the
details of the case?”

“I told him all the details

. about my “&¢tioNE Dut didn’t’

tell him details about other

people’s actions,”” R-ay
answered.

Ray said when Foreman
first came on the case on
Nov. 12, 1968, ‘I would have
given him all of the names
and addresses (of others) if
he would have asked.”

Ray said, however, that by
the time Foreman got
around to asking him for-
names of others who might
be involved in the April 4,
1968, slaying, “‘he was more
directly inyalved with Huie
(William Bradford "Huie, the
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Alabama author of “He Slew
the Drnamer”) than Hanes
was.’ Femeny

Ray was referring to his
first lawyer, Arthur Hanes
Sr. of Birmingham, who firs:
instituted the book contract
with Huje and whom Ray
fired in favor of Foreman.

Haile asked Ray: “Did
you give him (Foreman)
any names and addresses?”

“Nct all,” said Ray, later’
. adding: “I didn’t have any

adclresses but gave him tele-
phcne numbers.”

‘“How many?” asked
Haile. ety

“Not all,” said Ray “I

thml\ I gave hlm 1 one.”
Under Haile’s questioning,
Ray said that for two or
thrce months, Huie kept
“pressuring’”” him  “for
~names of co-conspirators.”

“Pid you have such names
of the co-conspirators?”
asked Haile.

“The conspirators?” asked
Ray, smiling. “I don't be-
lieve 1 ever used that word

‘conspirators’ or ‘conspir-
acy.”” .
Then Ray said, “I had a

. couple of phone numbers.’
When pressed by Haile,
Ray said, “I was never as-

+ sociated with more than one -

person.” . m

Haile then asked Ray why
he advised his brother, Jer-
ry Ray, not to take any mon-
ey from Huie. Jerry Ray tes-
tified, last week that Huie
offered him $12,000. Jerry
Ray said that Huie wanied
him to get James Earl not
to take the witness stand.
Huie said if James tcok the
stand it would ruin the sales
of the forthcoming book on
-the slaying, Jerry Ray said.
_ “1 thought it would be ill-
advised . . . bad taste,” said
Ray of the offer of money to
‘his brother. ~-wms

“What? To profit from Dr.
King’s  murder?”  ‘asked
Haile. A

" “Yes,” said Ray, “Not to -

be self-righteous, but as long
as I was on those charges,
1 thought it would be bad
taste to get any money.”
Then Ray said he did not
think Foreman had such
“scruples,” adding: “Tore-

man’s philosophy was to get

all you can get.”

U.S. District Judge Rob-
ert M. McRae ruled then that
attorneys could not jeopar-
dise Ray’s Fifth Amend-
ment rights — which_provide

that a pepsca-dess not have
to give evidence against
humelf — and therefore they
could not ask Ray about
anyrnmv which he had not
told his attorneys before his
guilty plea on March 10,
1969.
. “This case has been fa-
mous ~ because everybody
who has ever heard of it is
an expert on whether or not
there was a conspiracy.
That's not the issue in this
case,” said Judge McRae.
“Even though I believe he
(Ray) has testified_ that he
did “not shoot Dr. Kine ?
Judge McRae sakd “this is
not a murder trial, but a
habeas corpus proceeding.
It is not a retrial or an ap-
peal from state court jurfis-
‘diction, but rather a pro-
ceeding to determine wheth-
er or not Mr. Ray's federal

constitutional rights were vi--
. olated.”

Judge McRae told the spec-

" tators: “We have two cen-
. tral issues here to determine

. if Mr. Ray’s Sixth Amend-
ment rights to attorney were

" violated and whether or not

" his Fifth Amendment rights

" to due process . , . not being
coerced or prompted into in-
- voluntarily pleading guxlty,

“were violated,”

" Ray’s attorneys then rested
their case. The state was to
start putting on its proof
later today, Haile said he
had subpoenaed 15 wiinesses
and that because of the
length of the state’s case, he
did not believe the hearing
would be concluded before

,early next week, ">
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During hiz—eass, Ray has

_portrayed himseif as an er-

rand boy fer a mysterious
person who maneuvered him
into the area where Dr. King
was killed.

Ray testified yesterday
that he had eyewitnesses
who could pinpoint his
whereabouts shortly before
the assassination.

Ray admitted that he did
not teli Hanes about the wit-

- nesses. “What Mr. Hanes
wante? o find out was
where 1 was at 10 or 6

© (p.m.),” said Ray.

“I was concerned if the
FBI found cut about the viit-
nesses helpful to me, they
(the “witnesses) would be
subject to harassment. 1left
this part out.”

Ray said he was hesitant
to discuss some details
of his case with Hanes
because the atlorney was
a close friend of Huie, and
Ray said he suspected Huie
of passing informaticn to the
FBI and the prcsecution.

Questicned about his
movements the day of the
slaying, Ray hinted at the
conspiracy theory for the
first time. Ray testified that
he was following the orders
of “another person’” but did
not identify him.

Haile led Ray through a ,
series of questions concern-
ing the information furnish-
ed to Hanes, former mayor

of  Birmingham, and
inconsistencies in Ray’s
testimony.

When asked if he told
Hanes ‘‘the whole truth,”
Ray answered, ‘I fold Hanes
the truth on everything ex-
cept what I left out.”

Ray said he told Hanes
that he had bought the gun
later identified as the mur-
der weapon, had undergone
plastic surgery on his nose,
and owned the car later
found in Atlanta.

During ihe questlonmg,
Ray retraced his travels,
which led from Chicago to
Montreal, Birmingham,
Mexico, Los Angeles, New
Orleans and then to
Memphis.

*“Did you tell him (Hanes)
you were in the drug smug-
gling busmnss'ﬂ’ asked
Haile. B



“T told him_I may have
‘been,” said"Ray. “I wasn't
certain myself.” -

“You told him you were
smuggling something across
the border — wyou weren’t
importing ~ wheat, were
you?”’ asked Haile.

“I didn’t think so,” said

Ray, smiling.
Ray testified that he had .

the nose operation to apply !

for the Merchant Marine. He
said he was afraid the FBI
might identify him as an
escapee from..a- Missouri

% prison if he did not “alter i
[

my appearance.”’ .

Ray said he drove from
Los Angeles to New Orleans
in March, 1968, to meet “a
party.” However, he said ke
learned the persen had gone
to Birmingham.

Driving to Birmingham,
Ray said he became lost in
Selma, Ala. “That just Lap-
pens to be the same day Dr.
King was there?” asked
Haile, e

“I didn’t %know anything

about that, " answWersd Rav——

After mesting the “other
party,” Ray said they drove
to Atlanta where they rented
arcom. He denied that offi-
cers discovered a map with
the locations of King’s house
and church circled.

Ray admitted he later
bought the rifle in Birming-
ham, but added, *I told him
(Hanes) I burchased the gun
but it wasiit™my money. I

never did examine the weap-
on." I S .

“Did Mr. Hanes ever ask
you how your fingerprints
got on the rifle?”” asked
Haile.

“There was not too rhuch
question why they were on
there,” answered Ray. “I
purchased it. There was
some question why the
were still onjtl o :

“How come it was found
down there (near the slaying '

scene)?”’ asked Haile.
“I don’t know,” said Ray.
Ray said he rented a room
at 42214 S. Main for discus-
sions  with the “other
parly.” He added that he

.bought a pair of binoculars

on arders of the other person
in Memphis.

Haile asked, “Did Mr.
Hares agl _vou how the
binoculars came to be found
in front of 42214 S. Main and

its strap found in your

room?” i

‘“He asked me generally if
I had any idea and that’s
when we started gning over
the hypotheses,” said Ray.

“Did you tell him the truth
— an hypothesis is not
necessarily the truth?” said
Haile. :

“T suppose if 1 told him I
didn't drop it (the gun) down
there, he would try, to figure
out who did,” said Rav.

Mocre testified_that he aa-
vised Foremen concerning
some Tennessee laws, and
judged the Houston lawyer
‘very competent. Moore also
presented a letter from
Foreman to five law stu-
dents who volunteered to
investigate the slaying.

In the letter, Foreman
said he “would welcome all
the help I can get,” but
added that nc.fec or contract
had been afireed to by Ray. .
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By KAY P’TI'IMAN BLACK
And TOM JONES

Press-Scimitar Staff Writers _—
James Earl Ray testified
today in federal court that
he told his attorneys he did
not kill Dr., Martin Luther
King Jr., but was “maneu-
vered” into pleading guilty

* : by his attorney, Per cy Fore-
man of Houston, Texas. Date: /¢ - 24 4Jur
Ray, who be"an his second Edition:

- day of testunony in his evi- CHARLES H,
dentiary hearing before U.S. Author: v .
District Judge Robert M. Editor: SCHNEIDER
McRae Jr.,, was asked by : Title:

James Lesar, one of Ray’s
attorneys,
“Did Mr. (Arthur) Hanes
(Ray’s first lawver) ask you Character:
if you were guilty of the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther e
chgu Classification: . .
“’ just told him, ‘No,”" Subm!tting Office: MERPHIS
answorcd Ray.
“Did Mr. Foreman ever (] Being Investiqated

&sk you?” asked Lesar.

7" “He never asked me di-
rectly,” replied Ray. ‘‘Some-
time in early February
(1969) he asked me to write
all the details of what I did
from the time 1 escaped
from the pchitentiary in
Missouri to the time I was
arrested, TR
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"I wrofn.evezything up
until the time I got arrested
in England.. T just assumed
he read that and concluded I
wasn’t in that particular
area, and that I was not
guilty.”

Ray also testified that he
was unaware that Foreman
and Hanes had sigacd a con-
tract with Look Magazine
for articles, but that the

agreement was contingent

upon a guilty plea.
_Although the contract was
“signed March 17, 1969, Lesar
contended that it was writ-
~ten hefore Ray pleaded
guilty.

thRay said he was convinced
at his guilty pleas was a
“technical”‘”xﬁ—%‘\% which

EYCUId enable _him to fire
Foreman, “It was my dis-
dnct impression that the
plea would be some kind of
technical plea to get me out
of town,” he added.

Ray said Foreman first
mentioned the idea of plead-
ing guilty in a IFeb. 13, 1969,
tetter. In the letter, Foreman
wrote:

‘‘I have spent several
weeks reviewing the nature
of the case the state of
Tennessee has against you. I
have surveyed jury senti-
ment in this county and jury
verdicts in other recent
cases, )

_ “In my epinion, there is
tittle more than a 93 per cent
ghance of your receiving the
death penalty verdict if you
go to trial. Furthermore,

there is 100 per cent chance

of a guilty verdict. Neither I
nor any other lawyer can
change the overwhelming

evidence that has been -

assembled against you.”

- Ray said in earlier conver-
sations with Foreman, I
teld him it (euilty plea) was
ridiculous. The state was .
relying on mostly circum-
stential evidence. The most
the state covld get me on
was aidingand abetting.”

Ray said, Foreman “tried
to give me the Impression”
the jury would be stocked
with blacks and “chamber of
coramerce types.” Foreman
had earlier told him that he
“could prove 1 wasn't the
shooter,” said Ray. “T had
the feeling this was kind of a
blitz on his part.”

Ray said on Feh. 18, 19583,
‘he siemed a letter drafted by
Foreman agreeing to plead
guilty. He said there was no
indication on the letter that
Foreman had written it.

After he was unable to
convince ‘Foreman to go to
trial. Ray said he agreed to
modifving his literarv con-
tract with Foreman. He said
Foreman agreed to settle for
$165,000 if a guilty plea were
entered. An earlier contract
entitled Foreman all royal-
ties, from motion pictures
and books.

Rav said he hoped that by
modifying the contract, he
would later have enough

money to hire ancther law- .

yer. Ray said the new con-
tract contained a provision
that Ray would not create
any “embarrassing circum-
stances” in court.

Ray said he felt he could
not fire Foreman before the
hearing because the late
Criminal* Court Judge Pres-
ton Battle had warned him

against another change of .

- rorneys. .

Ray testified that two days
after pleading guilty on
March 10, 1958, he.wrote let-
ters repudiating the plea and

suggesting that he ‘‘could be
involved 1n some type of
'ctr’lyme and not be aware of
it.

“I suppose the people who
manufactured the rifle could
to some extent be held re-
sponsible although they did-
n’t have direct involve-
ment,” he said.

“Did you assume the rifle
found on South Main was
used to kill King?” asked
Lesar.

“I didn't make no strong
assumption in that area,”
said Ray. =z .
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Ray said, eneof.the letters
he wrote two days after his
guilty plea was to Sen.
James Eastland, D-Miss. He
said he told Eastland: “I
personally did not shoot Dr.
Martin Luther King, but I
believe 1 am partly responsi-
ble for his death.”

Ray said, however, recall-
ing the day in court when he
pleaded guilty, that he had
objected to F oreman’s state-
ments to the jury that
jmplied there was no con-
‘spiracy in the King killing.
Ray said it seemed to him
that Foreman was agrecing
with then U.S. Atty. Gen.
Ramsey Clark and the late
FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover that he was the
«jone nut” who killed King.

Ray earlier testilied today
that he was having ‘‘some
trouble” with his eyesight.at
the time of the slaying of
Dr. King, and that this
would be used in his defense
if he gets a new trial. The
state contends that King
was chot from a distance of
abeut 276 feet,

Ray said that after his es-
cape from the Missouri State
Penitentiary, he had his eyes
checked by a doctor in Birm-
ingham, and was given
glasses to wear
“temporarily.”

Speaking of the possibility
of a new trial, Ray said
there was some discussion
between Ray and Hanes that
«ithe condition of my eyes
would be relevant.”

King was said by the gov-
ernment to have been shot
while standing on the balco-
ny of the Lorraine Motel and
that the shot was fired from
a bathroom window at the
back of a rcoming house,
overlooking the motel.

Ray did not claborate on
his eyesight statement.

Meanwhile, in Washington,
the Supreme Court today re-
jected Teanessee’s efforts to
block production of evidence
in the current evidentiary
hearing for Ray.-

Ray, who is serving a 99-
year -sentence, claims the
plea was forced on him by
Foreman so that Foreman
“could profit from a book
about the killing. Ray
said a trial would have
publicized more information
" about the case and reduced



ol

After the 6th 1J,S. Circuit
Court of Appeals ordered the
current hearing into Ray’s
charges, Judge McRae
granted motions to bring into
court a great deal of evi-
dence, including correspond-
ence of Foreman and Wil-
liam Bradford Huie, author
of the book ‘“He Slew the
Dreamer.”

The state asked the Su-
preme Court to vacate
McRae’s orders on the
ground that they are
“unwarranted invasions of
individual and corporate
privacy.”

Ray was in his second day
on the stand today in the
second week of the eviden-
tiary hearirz before Judge
McRae, and he was still
being examined by Lesar.
Ray started testifying Fri-
day.

As he did Friday, Ray con-
tinued his discussion of the
events that preceded his
guilty plea.

Ray fired Hanes and Fore-
man took cver the case on
Nov. 12, 1968. Ray said he
only saw Foreman ‘‘three or
four times’’ between Novem-
ber and January, but main-
tained that Foreman as late
as February, 1969, was still
readying for trial of the
case.

Ray said that around Jan,
3, he read an article in a
Memvhis newspaver indicat-
ing that the possibility of a
guilty plea was being
discussed.

‘‘] askad Mr. Foremar
about it, I thought the story
probably came from the
state, and Mr. Foreman said
to forget it, it didn’t mean
anything,” said Ray.

Shelby County Atty. Gen.
Hugh Stanton Jr., formerly
assistant pubtic—lefender,

who along_with _his father,
Hugh Stanton, was appointed
by Judge Battle to assist
Foreman in prepara-
tion of the Ray case, testi-
fied last week that his father
had first discussed the possi-
bility of a guilty plea with
former Atty. Gen. Phil
Canale in December,

In February, Ray testified,

Foreman visited him at
Shelby County Jail and

showed him “about 10 or 12~

pictures’” that he wanted
Ray to identify

Ray’s attorneys have con-
tended that Ray did not
kncw he was coming to
Memphis to participate in a
shooting, but instead thought
he was here to buy guns and
was accompanied by a mys-
terious man known to them

1

cnly as “Raoul.

Ray said he “got the im-
pression” that Foreman
wanted him to identify the
pictures of the individuals —
“the majority of the individ-
uals were of Latin origin,”
said Ray — for the
government.

“I got the impression he
wanted me to identify one of
those individuals as the per-
son who shot Martin Luther
King ... I told him (Fore-

man), for several reasons, I*

didn’t want to get involved

in that type of operation.

They would put me as a
’

state’s witness ...’'’ said
Ray. ' A
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By MICHAEL LOLLAR
and JAVES-COLE

James Earl Ray took the witness
stand in federal court yesterday and
described how publishing contracts
hamstrung his defense in the death of

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. :
Although Ray testified for more than

: two hours, he was never asked by his
" attorney about events immediately sur-

rounding the April 4, 1568, assassina-
tion of King nor was a conspiracy men-
tioned. ]

Ray was particataris critical of Ala-
bama avthor William Bradford Huie,
He claimed Huie was disclosing inside
information that undermined his de-
fense,

Before Ray entered a gmlty plea in
the King death +ircriminal Court, Huie

S negotiated contracts to publish a book

giving Ray's exclusive story of the
assassination, #=———=a

Ray said he assumed his part of the
money from the sale of Huie’s book
and magazine articles would be used to
pay for his defense.

“It appeared I was being a state’s
witness against myself for a few dol-
lars,” he said.

Ray, who was extradited from EnO-

land on July 19, 1968, said he wrote a _

letter to attorney Axthm Hanes of Bir-
mingham, Ala.,, about handling the
case for him. At the time 'Ray was
being held in a London jail.

He said when he first met Hanes, the
attorney had him sign a publishing con-
tract. Under the contract, Hanes was
to receive 40 per cent of the proceeds.
Ray said Huie’s name was not men-
tioned until later. ,

P

“Mr, Hanes recommended I drop the
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appeal (ot the extradition ruling) and
return to the United-States . . . He just
said he thought 1 ought to come hack
and face the charges.”
Attorney James Lesar showed Ray a
letter dated July 8 from Huie to Hanes
31

outlining the terms of the b con-
tract. One provision of the terms re-

quired Ray's returi to t he United
States before any advance payments
would be made to Hanes and Ray.

Ray’s present attorneys are seeking
t prove their client was deprived of
adequate legal counsel, first from
Hanes and later from attorney Percy
Foreman of Houston, before Ray plead-
ed guilty to the

1ing.slaying March 10,
1959, in Criminal Court.

Ray said he first became irritated
with Huie when he saw the author on
television being inte
meeting room_Of the
Grand Jury.

“He was on TV and someone asked |

how many people were involved in the

King murdet, and.d think he raised
three or four fingers.”

Ray said he was unaware of a con-
tract, dated Nov. 20, 1969, that Huie
signed with Dell Publishing Co., Inc.
Under its terms, NO sale proceeds could
be used for Ray’s defense.

«1 didn’t know that, justa suspicion.
1 didn’t know the contract was in exist-
ence,”’ Ray said.

In that contract the proposed title for
Huie’s book was “They Slew the
Dreamer.” When Huie published his
book in 1970, it was entitled, “He Slew
the Dreamer.”

Ray said he thought pretrial publici-
ty of his trial harmed his case.

«well, it was such a massive scale.
One example, 1 think the day before 1
was going on trial, I believe on Nov. 12
or on Nov. 1&; z.long-article come out
in The Commercial Appeal and, of

rviewed outside the |
Shelby County

RERERE A

A RO o4
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James Earl Ray

course, they—treeted the prosecution in
glowing terms and described Hanes as
a KKK (Ku Kiux Klan) lawyer or
something. And I thought that type of
thing might influence the juries.

Ray claimed that in early November
his brother, Jerry Ray, had a discus-
sion with Huie in Alabama about the
jmpending trial, which was -originally
scheduied for Nov. 12

He said his brother reported to him
that Huie warned that Ray should not
take the witness stand at the trial.

“My brother told me that Huie told
him if 1 did take the witness stand in a
trial, it would probably destroy his
book or something like that. 1t would
all be published in the newspaper be-
fore he could publish the book.”

Ray said his brother suggested dur-
ing that conversation that he change

F

i et

(Continued'(m Page 3)
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lawyers and  mentioned Percy
Foreman, .
““I didn't know if legally 1 could
- change attorneys at that date (Nov.
10), so I just told him to forget about it,
I will go akead to trial with Hanes and
see what happens.”
Ray said he never had any first-hand
_communication with Foreman before
the Houston attorney showed up at the
Sheiby County jail a day or two before
the trial date Nov. 12,

Asked what Foreman said about

Hanes’ ability to defend the case, Ray
replied, ‘“Well, he said I probably
would be barbecued. That's his talk of
the electric chair, 1 suppuse ...

“I think from there I asked how he
would finance the case, and I believe
-he said he would wait until the trial

- Huie, Foreman Etforts

Throughout Ray’s testimony before
U. S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae,
the convicted assassin spoke calmly
but firmly.

He was dressed in the same dark,
faintly pin-striped suit he had been
wearing throughout the four-day-old
hearing. But for the first time Ray
wore a tie.

The proceedings are scheduled to re-

sume Tuesday morning when Ray will

coniinue his testimony. The court will
be closed Monday for Veterans Day.

Ray’s testimony foilowed that of his
brothers, John and Jerry. John, a 41-
vear-old former tavern operator serv-
ing an 18-year sentence for bank rob-
bery, and Jerry, a 39-year-old night

watchman, both testified that Foreman

iried to enlist them in efforts to con-
vince Ray he should plead guilty. Both
said they refused.

‘was over "and then make some «ami_._sJerry, who has served a prison term

rangement with the book writer . . .
§. “And I asked what his fee would be,
and he said $150,000, and that that
“would cover the appeals and every-
thing.”

. Ray said Foreman then inquired
about the white Mustang, identified by
_the prosecution as Ray’s getaway car,
-and the 30.06 rifle identified as the
:murder weapon, being used as collater-
al for a retainer fee.

: “AndT told him the Mustang, that}
“had some collateral in the Mustang and
-1 could probably claim it, but I didn’t
know about the rifle. There is a ques-
+tion of ownership on it,” Ray said with
A faint smile.

. Ray said he signed over an interest
Jn the car and rifle to Foreman the
‘next day and wrote a letter edited by
:Foreman discharging Hanes as his de-
Hense uttormey.

for armed robbery, said that Huie, too,
applied pressure to him, asking him
“{o keep James off the witness stand.”

-Jerry Ray said Huie sent him a
round-trip airplane ticket to Huntsville,
Ala., in October, 1968. “I went down
there to see him about Nov. 13, 1568. I
remember he had a bottle of Jack Dan-
iels whisky with him.”

During their conversation, he said,
“Huie told me his book would be public
knowledge (before publication) -if
James had to testify ... Then he
wouldn’t have no book.

“He requested that after 1 leave
Huntsville that I go down and see
James and tell him I didn't think he
should get on the stand.”

Jerry Ray said Huie told him the
original three-way book contract, with

Huie, Hanes and Kay provi that
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Jerry Ray

“every time ATTHUT Hanes would get
money James would, too. But he said
Hanes had had the contracts changed
so that he’d get the first §49,000 or $50,-
000 before James got any.”

Jerry testified Huie then offered him
$12,000 and restoration of the original
contract if he or other members of the
Rey family would persuade Ray not to
testify. o S
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By TOM JCONES
and KAY PiTTMAN BLACK
Press-5¢cimito- Staft Writers

James Earl Ray prepared
1o tase tie withess stand in
Federal Court today in his
bid for a new ‘trial in the
slaying of Martin Luther
King.

Ray was preceded on the
stand by two brothers in the
atternpt to preve that Hous-
ton lawyer Percy Foreman
forced him into the guilty
plea which brought him a
life sentence in the slaying.

Jerry Ray, the second of
the two brothers to teslify,
said Alabama author Wil-
liam Dradford Hule asked
him to {ell James Earl not
to take the stand in his own
defense at his 1869 mwurder
trial because such acticn
would hur? the sale of Hujz's
book, “He Slew a Dreamer.”

Jerry Ray, formerly of St.
Louis and now living in Ili-
nois, was called as the 17th
witness in the Federal Court
evidentiary hearing for Ray,
who is serving a 99-year pris-
on sentence for the April 4,
1968 slaying of Kiag.

Huic, of Hartselle, Ala.,
had entered into a three-way
contract with himself. Ray's
lawyers and Ray sharing
the profits from the Huie
beok. o e
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Jerry Ray..-Bay’'s other
brother, John, now serving
time on bank robbery
charges in an Illinois prisca,
testified, however, that Ray
did not get any of the book
profits.

Ray’s initial trial date was
set for Nov. 12, 1968, Arthur
Hanes Sr. of Birmingham,
Ala., was his attorney at the
time, .

Jerry Ray testified that
Huie told him to te!ll James
Earl Ray not to take the
stand because Ray’s story
would become public knowl-
edge and he “wouldn’t have
a bock.” :

Jerry Ray said Huie “sug-
gested I get from James
names of others involved in
the crime so they could have
them arrested and have the
arrests correlated with the
date of the publication of the

book.”

Recaliing his meetings
with Foreman after the
Texas lawyer took cver the
case 3 aid 3

» Jerry Ray said Fore-
man told “him *5t would be .

the easiest case he had ever
had to try in, nis life.

“Mr. Foreman was always
bragging about the people he
got off. He told me about one
woman he represented who
shot her husband and left the
house. Then she got to think-
ing that she might not really
have killed him, so she went
back and shot him three cr
four more times, in front of
witnesses. M r. Foreman
said, ““I got her acquitted, so
just think what I can do for.

your brother’. i

Jerry Ray said of Fore-’
man, “He told me he had
tried more murder cases
than Clarence Darrow ever
did in his life.

“He told me he put every-
body (but the defendant) on
trial. He said he was going
to put King on trial -and
when he got through trying
King they’d (the jury) would
want to iynch him.”

James Lesar, one ol Ray's
Washingten, D.C., atlorneys,
asked Jerry Ray, "‘Did you
cail him Mr. Foreman?”’

“No,” said Jerry Ray.
‘‘He said everybody in

Texas called him the Texas .

Tiger and that was what I
was suppos d to call him.”

" Jerry Ray_said. Foreman
indicated until early March
that he was ready to go to
trial.

“Then he came to my sis-
ter’s house in Missouri and
met with all of us in the
family and tried to get us to
talk James into changing his
plea to guilty. He showed us
a letter James had written
him listing 10 reasons why
James didn't want to plead
guilty.

“The first reason —1I don't
remember the others — was
that he was not guilty,” said
Jerry Ray. ‘“He said that if
James didn’t change his plea
he would either get a hung
jury or would burn. None of
us had any intention of
trying to get him to change
his plea.”

Jerry Ray said {our or five
days before Ray changed his
plea on March J0, 1969, Huie
called him in St. Louis and
told him *‘to get to Mempbhis.
The case isover.”

Ancther of Ray’s brothers,
John Larry, said that two
days before pleading guilty
to the slaying, James Earl
Ray said he was opposed to
the plea.

Jchn Ray, being question-
ed by Asst. State Atty. Gen. -
Henry Haile, said he visited
his brother in the Shelby
County jail March 8, 1568,
two days before the guilty
plea.

“What did you talk
about?” asked Haile.

“He didn't want to enter
the plea of guilty,” said the
witness. “He said Foreman
had him boxed in and there
was no way out.”

John Ray said he also dis-
cussed the possibility of
James Farl Ray going to
trial with a public defender
representing him. ‘‘He said
Foreman had all his money
and he couldn’t hire a law-
yer anyway.

John Ray said that the
morning after the guilty plea
in Criminal Court, Foreman
withdrew all Ray’s “trial de-
fense” money from a Union
Planters Bank account.

The witness said Foreman
emptied the account, which
contained about $10,000.

Haile questioned John Ray
extensively, ahout-conversa-
tions with his brother.
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“Did Jimmy ever talk
about leaving the country?”
asked Haile. ~ -

“He could have — he men-
tioned South America and
Rhodesia,” replied John
Ray. “I don’t never know
why he talked about it.”

Haile then asked the wit-
ness if he had not told the.
FBI that James Earl Ray
had admired Rhodesia’s
segregationist government.

“I might have tnld the FBI
anything,” he said.

Speaking quickly and
mumbling some of his testi-
mony, John Ray testified to
his own criminal history, but

- added, “I will plead guilty to

about anything if I'm guilty
of it.”

However, he denied that
he had “a long criminal
history.” Presently serving
18 years iif prison on being

an accessory to a _bank rob-
bery, John Ray said he had
earlier entered guilty plea to
grand larceny.

. “Did you attempt a jail
break?™ asked Haile.

“I never was convicted of
jail break,” answered John
Ray. ‘

“You didn’t make it,”" said
Haile. “They got you as you
were going out the window
with the rope.”

John Ray smiled and
shrugged, saying, ‘‘Well,
they got me.”

Jchn Ray avoided direct
answers to Haile's questions
concerning his position on
white supremacy, but ac-
knowledged that he received
the newspaper, “Thunder-
bolt,” published by the
National States Rights
Party.

John Ray said he once dis-"
cussed the possibiity of hav-
ing J. B. Stoner, an attorney
and head of the ulira-con-
servative organization,
represent James Earl Ray.

Haile then read an article

from “Thunderbolt” which
-‘_:n.a-'u_ﬂ__pi;




criticized the ¥BIL.for devot-
ing manpower 1o finding
King’s killer. The article
said the investigation into
the “execution of the infa-
mous Communist agitator”
was a “waste” of taxpayer’s
money.

Jehn Ray claimed he had
no political beliefs, but
Stoner was ‘‘a politician—
he’s liable to say anything.”

The defendant’s  brother

testified yesterday that when -

Foreman was hired the at-
torney reported to the Ray
family that “there was no
evidence against him (James
Ray) and that he would
have iim on the street in no
time.”

Questioned by Lesar, John
Ray testified that Foreman
said “‘he was going to get TV
films of Martin Luther King,
turn the volume up when
King was speaking, show
cities burning down and
ricts.

“He said the jury would
have shot King themseclves,
"He said he worked on the
jury emotions. He said the
people might run down the
street and shoot people when
he was through.”

John Ray said, however,
that Foreman abruptly
changed his pcsition on the
case and asked the Ray
family to convince James
Earl Ray to plead guilty.

“Mr. Foreman said he
- wanted James to enter the
plea of guilty but James
wouldn’t do it,”” John Ray
testified. “Mr. Foreman said
there would be a blue-ribbon
jury—upper class. He said
they didn’t want to see the
city of Memphis burned
down so that type of people
would convict so Memphis
wouldn’t be burnad down.”
John Ray testified that
Foreman’s first act after
being consulted about de-
fending James Earl Ray was
to ask to review the book
contracts between Huie and
Hanes, ~ i

““He said_it_nnuld be easy
to break them,” he said.

Ray’'s present attorneys
have contended thai Fore-
man’s centract " with  Huie
prevented Ray {rom receiv-
ing adequate representation.

During the discussion
about his brother’'s defense,
John Ray said Foreman
“‘came up with a lot of deals.
One deal he -said was to
plead not guilty and say he
killed King because he was a
Communist, but Jimmy
wouldn’t go along with it."”

Foreman also suggested
that John Jay Hocker Jr., a
Nashville attorney, be hired

as co-counsel. He. said the
case wouldgive Hooker “a
half million doliars worth of
publicity and Hooker would
pardon Jimmy” if elected.

Lesar asked John Ray if
he was sure whether Fore-
man was referring to John
Jay Hooker Sr. or Jr.

“The guy who Iost the
election for governor and
was running again,” replied
John Ray. Hocker Jr. ran as
a Democratic candidate for
governor in 1966 and 1870.

In another development, a
document filed as evidence
in the hearing late vesterday
indicated that Huie tcld the
Shelby County Grand Jury
shortly before Ray pleaded
guilty that ‘Ray and Ray
alone” killed King.

A transcript of Huie’s
testimony on Feb. 7, 1969,
before the grand jury shows
that he was questioned by
Phil Canale, former Shelby
County attorney general,
and by Criminal Appeals
Cour( Judge Robert K.
Dwyer and Criminal Court
Judge James Reasley, both
of whom were assistants to
Canale at the time.

Buie was asked if he had

.any evidence that any co-

conspirators in the King as-
sassination’ were “in Mem-
phis, Los Angeles, Birming-
ham or New Orleans.”

Huie said to the grand
jury, “No, the answer would
be no to this.”

hen Huie told the grand
jury, “I have never had the
slightest doubt that Ray and

Rav alone killed Dr Kine »
2025 RELEASE UNDER
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By MICHAEL LOLLAR
~2-Memphis taxi driver testified yes-
terday that the state’s key witness in
the James Earl Ray murder case was
‘lying drunk on a rooming house bed
oniy 15 minutes before Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was killed.

James McGraw, a Yellow Cab
driver, sajd he had gone to the rooming
house at 422'4 South Main.to pick up
Charles Quitman Stephens. It was 5:45
p.m. on April 4, 1968. ’

“I found him drunk,” McGraw said.
“He was lying on the bed and couldn’t
get up.” McGraw said Stephens, one of
his regular customers, was in no condi-

“ggn to walk. (1 »

Stephens later told police he heard a
gunshot about § p.m. and looked out te
see James Earl Ray racing down the
hallway with a package in his arms.

The taxi driver’s testimony in Ray’s
cvidentiary hearing followed that of
Dist. Atty. Gen, Hugh Stanton Jr., for-
mer assistant public defender who was
appointed on Dec. 18, 1888, to help
Houston attorney Percy Foreman de-
fend Ray in the murder case.

Stanton told Bernard Fensterwald, a

‘Washington attorney representing Ray

in the cvidentiary hearing, that Ste-
phens would have been one of the
state’s most important witnesses, “I
think he was one of the most positive of
the state’s witnesses that.l-knew, any-
thing about.”

But Stanton said the defense was pre-
pared to discredit Stephens through
findings from investigative work which
would have shown his drunken state at
the time of the shooting.

Stanton, whose testimony took most
of the day, defended the pretrial inves-
tigative work against claims by Fen-
sterwald that it was “incomplete,
inadequate and” Gntimely.”
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is effort {o negate Ray’s confes-
sigr ot King slaying. ¥ensterdald
claims that Foreman, Ray's hief’
coursel in 1869, began negoliations to
plead Ray guilty betore taking part in
cny investigation cf the case. Foreman
had replaced Birmingham attorney Ar-
thur J. Hanes, whom Ray fired in
November, 1963.

- Stanton said that when he was ap-
pointed to assist. Foreman, the Houston
altorney gave him no copies of findings
from previous investigative work.
«But 1 think we vrobably discussed
what he had done. He had a pretty fair
) knowiedge of the proof that was likely
to bzpresente_d.” ‘
Stanton said his own.-investigation
began with a review of investigative
findings compiled by private investiga-
tor Renfro Hays, who had been hired
by Hanes, and with review of a list of
360 potential state witnesses.

The former public defender said he
and three members of the public de-
fender’s staff were hampered f{rom the

. beginning, because when they started
tross-checking the work that Hays had
done they found serious errors. “By

_ about-Janvary or February-thefacts

began 1o contradict statements sup-
plied by Hays™” e

Soon, he said, he began to doubt “the
truth and veracity” of all of Hays' ef-
forts, because, “He would take a little
{act and make it appeat G fit into the
puzzle, when, in fact, it didn't fit at
ail.”

«granton testified he and his staff
had interviewed only 31 of the
state’s 360 potential witnesses by the
{ime Ray’s originally scheduled trial.
date.—.March 3, 1969 — a ived. The
trial was continued, and S

he and his staff resumed their investi-
gativnrumiil March 7, when e earnied
“py accident” that Ray had agreed to
plead guilty.

The attorney said he had telephoned
former Sheriff William N. Morris Jr.
about another matier an d was
“amazed, surprised and astounded”
when Morris told him Ray planned to
plead guilty.

Stanton said Foreman had not told
him of the planned confession, but had

(Continued on Page 17)

-
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(Continued from Page 1)-

“worked closely” with him
otherwise. ‘“Mr. Foreman
had dictated certain notes
-that he wanted our investi-
gators to investigate .
that was done. He was in the
public defender’s oifice

many times, and we discuss-

ed this lawsuit. We had a
very good working relation-
ship, and we had his author-
jty to do whatever we want-
ed to do.”

Based on the investigation,
Stamtoir-said he concluded
Ray would have been found
guilty if he had gone to trial.
“We were checking out

' everything in the case, and

frankly we concluded we
didn’t have much defense.
There were toc many things
I found too hard to explain.”

 He told Asst. Stale Atty.
Gen. William ‘Joe’ Haynes

_that Ray’s confession in ex-
change for a 99-vear prison
.sentence was a good bar-

gain. “I think that it was. I
think there was an extreme-
iy high probability that a
jury would have given him
the death penalty if he had
gone fo trial.”

Earlier yesterday, the

_state was allowed to call one

of its witnesses, Memphis

_plastic._surgeon McCarthy

DeMere. Ray’s attorneys
have several more witnesses
to call, but U. S. Dist. Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr. ruled
.DeMere could testify out of

“turn since he must leave the
.city today.

DeMere. who served as
jail physician to Ray be-
tween July 19, 1968, and
March 12, 1969, said condi-
tions in the Shelby County
Jail improved Ray's health.

Ray’s .cuereat, attorneys
claim his solitary confine-
ment in the maxiumum-se-

e

curity cell caused his physi-
cal and mental condition to
deteriorate, making him un-
able to resist pressures to
plead guilty.

Delere said the specially=
built cell block for Ray com-
pared favorably to “a good
motel room, except for the
bed,” and that Ray gained
weight during his stay there.
He said he administered
aspirin to Ray for minor
headaches and treated him
for nosebleed, but noticed no
signs of depression or nerv-
ousness in the prisoner. “In
my opinion he wasimrbelter
health when he left thtan
when he arrived.”

Questioned by Asst. State
Atty. Gen. John R, ‘Dick’
Lodge, the doctor said he be-
came well-acquainted with
Ray during their association
and asked Ray after he

pleaded guilty “if he really

did it.”

DeMere said Ray told him,
«yell, let’s put it this way.
T wasn’t by myself.” "’

The hearing will resume at |,

9:30 this morning. Ray’s
attorneys plan to call New

vork criminologist Herbert |'

McDonald as their first wit-
ness, to be followed by for-
mer Dist. Atty. Gen. Phil M.
Canale Jr. Ray is expected
to be called late artieafter-
noon.
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By KAY PITIMAN BLACK and TOM JONES

Press-Scimitar StaHf Writers

A New York ballistics expert and er iminologist
testlfled in Federal Court today that there is “no
way” the rifle said to have been used in the slaying
of Dr, Martin Luther King Jr, could have been ured
from the rooming house batl room window, as the

state claimed.

Herbert Lynn MacDonell, Elmira College, N.Y.,
criminologist, was called to the witness stand to tes-
tify in the third day of the evidentiary hearing which
could lead to a new trial for James ISari Ra\ Lhe man

serving 99 years in state
prison for the April 4, 1969,
slaying of King in Memphis.
Bernard Fensterwald, one
of Ray’s Washington, D.C,,
atiorneys, told U.S. Dist.
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.
he called MacDonel! to illus-
trate the ‘incompetence of
the investigation” conducted
bv Ray's former attorneys,
Arthur Hanes Sr. of Bir-
mingham, Ala.,, and Percy
Foreman of Houston, Tex.
Fensterwald, speaking of
the work done by the other
attorneys, said, “It’s incon-
ceivable to me . . , they did
not examine the room with

the gun . . . and attempt to’

fireit, . . .”

Drawing diagrams on a
courtroom blackboard,
MacDonell .illustrated the
position of a dent in the rear
bathroom window sill of the
rooming house at 4224 S
Main. He said the state
claimed the dent was caused
when  the 30.06 rifle was
propped against the sill and
fired at 6:01 p.m.- at Dr.
King as he stood on the bal-
cony of the nearby Lorraine
Motel.

MacDonell, doing geomet-
ric calculations based on the
angle of the sill nick, said
that because of the nearness
of the window to the wall
there was ‘“no way” the 42-
inch-long rifle could have
been pomtlonnd in such a
way as to fire a shot. Had
such a rifle positioning been
triad, he said, the rifle
"would have,stuck some 10
inches into the wall.”
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- MacDopell-zlas, took issue
with a Federal Burcau of In-
vestigation ballistics report -
presented by the state at
Ray’s March 10, 1969, guilty
plea.

MacDonell said he went to
the Shelby County Criminal
Court Clerk’s office, where
the Ray evidence is main-
tained, and microscopically
examined the window sill
taken from the rooming
house, the dent in it, and
fragments of the bullet taken
from Dr. King’s body.

MacDonell tcok issue with
the report, prepared by FBI

"expert Robert Frazier,

which stated that because of
the “distorted” condition of -
the bullet fragments there
was no way to draw a con-

clusion “that the submitted

bullet was fired from the

submitted rifle.”

MacDonell said the
. mushroom-type bullet frag-
ntent was not so torn up that
it could not be classified. He
said the fragments showed
six grooves and the grooves
would be consistent with bul-
* lets that come from two
. types of rifles ., :
\\ Fensterwald quoted Fraz-
ier’s statement-assaying mi-
croscopic evidence led him
to believe the fresh sil| dent
was caused by the firing of
the rifle. -

MacDoenell said he also
made a microscopic exami-
nation but found no evidence
to indicate what caused the-
dent.

Further, MacDonell said,
the back side of the rifle,
when fired, would not cause
such a dent. “A dent could
only be caused by a muzzle
or a sight.” '

Asst. State Atty. Gen.
Henry Haile asked Mac-
Dornell if he had personally
examined the gun or visited
the scene,

MacDonell said, “It's a
rifle, not a giun.” He said he
had net cxamined the weap-
en and had not visited the
scene but based his calcula-

“tions on his knowiedge of the
type of rifle and on photos
of the bathreom. He said he
had examined the window
sill and the dent, ™

Haile gad.d—~MacDonell
based his calculations on
only the section of the win-
dow sill which had been re-
moved and not the few
inches on each side of the
sill that were left. ’

MacDonell then recalcu-
lated the problem and said
still there was no way a gun
of that length could have
been fired {rom the window
sill, in view of the angle of
the dent and the distance be-
tween the wall and the sill.

MacDonell said to have
made that mark in the sill
the gun would have had to
have been pointing upward
and to the left and when
fired the shot “would have
gone into the wall,” rather
than downward, tcward the
Lorraine Motel.

The testimony of MacDon-.
ell was a further attempt to
erode the prosecution’s case
against Ray and to bolster
the defense theory that the
shot that killed King could
have come from benind ihe
building, as some witnesses
at the scene claimed. .

The state’s key eyewitness
who placed Ray at the scene
of the slaying could have
been “discredited” since the
witness was drunk at the
time of the shooting, wit-
nesses indicated yesterday.

Attorneys for Ray concen- -

trated their queslioning on
the reliability of Charles Q.
Stephens, who lived at the
rooming house where officers
said the fatal shot was fired.

Shelby County Attorney
General Hugh Stanton JT.,
formerly an assistant public
defendcr assigned to Ray’s
defense, testified that inves-
tigations had shown that Ste-
phens was the only person
who could identify Ray as a

boarder in_the. rooming

house.
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Stephens spid be, saw Ray
. flee past his door from the
bathroom, where the shot al-
legedly was fired. King
. was struck in the jaw by a
* rifle ballet while standing on
the balcony of the motel at
.406 Mulberry, police have
said.
- Questioned by Fenster-
wald, 5tanton said Stephens
- would have been “one of the
state's ~ev vitnesses — the
mos: : usitive of the eyewit-
nesses. v» had a lot of evi-
. dence that would discredit
Stephens.” .
Stanton said his investiga-
tors had also taken a staie-
ment from Pvt. Charles
Stone of the fire department.
who said Stephens came to
Fire Station No. 2, just south
of the rooming house,
“gyvery night at 6 p.m. intox-
'-icated."

A driver for Yellow Cab
Company, James McGraw,
 testified that Stephens was
“drunk 15 minutes - before
King was shot. .

McGraw saiq he received
a.call to the boarding housc,
but when he arrived at 5:45
p.m. he discovered that his
passenger, Stephens, ‘“‘was
lying on the bed and couldn’t
get up. He was pretty
drunk.”

The former operator of
Jim’s Grill, Lloyd Jowers,
testified that Stephens was
drunk the afterncon of the
slaying.

The attorneys for Ray
~have argued that the prose-
cutors held Stephens in jail
as a material witness while
the man’s wife, who contra-
“dicted his description, was
spirited to a mental hospital.

Fensterwald also reviewed
witnesses’ statements taken
by the public defender’s
_investigators which conira-
. dicted the police theory of
the killing. >




Statements by the follow-
ing rooming house dwellers
were examined:

@ Harold (Cornbread)
Carter, who said he was
drinking in a nearby parking
lot when ‘“he heard the shot,
loud in his ear, looked
around and saw a man run
away.”

© Mrs. Bessie Brewer,
landlady of the rooming
house, who could not identify
the man who rented a room
at 3 p.m. Officials contended
the man was Ray.

‘® Bertie Reeves, 70, who
said Ray was not the man
who rented the room. He
said the “shot came from
the bushes” behind the build-
ing.’

® Harvey (Ace) Locke,

-who said three were in
- the room about two hours
" bofore the shooting. He did
» not identify Ray.

© Willie Auschultz, who
1said he thought the shet
‘“came from the bushes.”
; Stanton also revealed that
: the defense had been investi-
- gating reports that law en-
-forcement agencies “were
.paying Charlie Stephens’
vbills” at Jun's Grill. How-
ever, he added the investiga-
:tion stopped abrupily when
the learned that Ray intended
:to plead guilty.
: Dr. J. T. Francisco,
:Shelby County medical
-examiner, was questioned by
‘Ray’s attorneys about the
-origin of the fatal shot. He
:said it was ‘‘not possibie” to
rdefinitely identify the loca-
:tion where the bullet was
:fired, but’ said the bathroom
«window was “consistent”
-with the path of the bullet.

% Ray’s attorneys closely
-questioned witnesses about
“the investigation conducted
by the defense. Ray’s trial
~was scheduled for April 7,
11969, and when he pleaded
-guilty on March 10, Stanton
-said only 31 of the state’s 360
-witnesses had been inter-
-viewed by defense.

: Other testimony today ves,
“vealed that almost immedi-
-ately after Stanton and his
father, Public Defender
Hugh Stanton” Sr., were ap-
-pointed in Decernber. 1568,
.to assist Foreman, ncgotia-
‘tions began on a guilty plea
“for Ray. e

% Former.. Shelby.. County. »

4 A

Atty. Gen. Phil CanaI,e,
under examination by Ray’s
other Washington, D.C.,
attorney, James Lesar, said
he was first approached
about a recommendation on
a guilty plea in early Decem-
ber by the late Stanton Sr
Canale said that “‘within a
couple of weeks,” a time
period he said would have
probably been 2 couple of
weeks before Christmas, he
contacted the U.S. Depait-

. ment of Justice in Washing-

ton, the ‘attorney for Mrs.
Martin Luther King, and

- then Gov. Buiord Ellington.

Canale said negotiations
on the stipulations of the
actual plea did not start
until Feb. 21, 1968.

Stanton testified that
many of the reports _contain-
ed in the defense files were
gathered by Reniro Hays, a
private detective. He
characterized the work as
unreliable.

Ray’s attorneys h ave
argued that the investigation
by the defense was poor and

. that Ray was never told of

the resuits. Fensterwald said
the significance of tne Stan-
ton file revealed tha't the;
investigation “really did not
get started” until a montil
before a March 3, 1968, trial
date. The trial was then con-
tinued to the April 7 date. ’

Hays was hired by Ray’s
first lawyer, Hanes, said
Stanton.

“How would you evaluate

" the reports by Mr. Hays?”'

asked Haynes.

«yess than reliaple,” an-
swered Stanton. *‘We spen{t a
great deal of time checking

out material, He distorted ,

some facts.”

|
Stanton testified that Hays

believed the fatal shot was
fired from the backyard of
the rooming house. *‘He took
a little fact and distorted it
to make it fit a puzzle he
was investigating,” said
Stanton.

Haynes then asked Stanton

if Hays had shot some goats
with a 30.06 rifle similar to
the murder weapon. Stanton
replied, “'1 heard about If.
He had the theory that the
bone structure of goats was

the same as (that of) peo-
ple.” e
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_death penalty.”’ -

Stanton said-2ftar shooting
the animals, Hays “‘froze the
goats.” He said that Hays,
who had received psychiat-
ric treatment, was later ar-
rested during a dispute with
Russel X Thompson, a
Memphis attorney hired by
Haxes to aid in the case.

Stanton also testified that
he never ordered any ballis-
tics tests on the rifle bearing
Ray’s fingerprints and
recovered near the slaying
scene,

“% #-sw the ballistics ree
por. .rom the FBI was very
favorabie to James Earl
Ray.” he erplained. “There
was no point to giiding the
lily.” The FBI report could
not definitely state that the
shot which killed King was
fired from the rifle.

Stanton said {he palm
print found on the rooming
house bathroom was “not .
good enough to have identi-
fied Ray.”

Despite the quality of the
evidence, Stanton said, “I
concluded we didn’t have
much defense. We were find-
ing no facts to support any
aefense.”

“How did you conclude
you didn’t have much de-
fense?” asked Fensterwald.

“I found it a little bit hard
to explain how that finger-
print (of Ray’s) got on the
rifle,” said Stanton.

“It was his gun,” answer-
ed Fensterwald. “He bought
it.”

“Yeah,” said Stanton. “I
found it hard to explain his
presence in Memphis at the
time, toc.”

Cross - examined by
Haynes, Stanton was asked,
“Based on your experience
in Shelby County with juries
and the (case’s) entire
record and your expert judg-
ment, was the recommenda-
tion of the guilty plea and 99
years a reascnable recom-
mendation?”

Stanton answered, I think
it was. 1 think there was a
high probability a jury
would have given him the ,

—,
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JAMES EARL RAY

ntrating en route to court today.
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Ray told him he “wasn’t by
myself” in the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King
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Dr. McCarthy DeMere, a or

plastic surgeon who was a Classification:

reserve deputy sheriff at the nixt

fime of the Awril 4 1968 submitting Ottice: MEFPHIS
slaying, said then Sheriff [ Betng Investigated

* William N. Morris appointed

him to take care of Ray
medically when Ray arrived
- al the jail 6n July 19, 68,
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DeMerp. said-to examined
Ray during his'entire stay in
the jaii and gave him a com-
plete physical before Ray
was transferred to the Nash-
ville State Penitentiary fol-
lowing his March 10, 1969,
guilty nlea to the slaying of
the civil rights leader.

DeMere said, under in-
structions from the late
Criminal Court Judge Pres-
ton Batile, he never discuss-
ed the case with Ray until
after the guilty plea.

When checking him after
the plea, Dr. DeMere said he
asked Ray if ““he was really
involved” in the killing.

DeMere said: “He told
me, ‘Well, let's put it this
way, I wasn't by mysel{.’ He
said he wasn’t going to stay
long in Nashville and when
he got out he wanted me to
hide him out. My wife said if
he ever showed up we were
leaving home.”

DeMere was a state wit-

ness, called out of turn be-
cause he had to be out of
town. .
- Asst. State Atty. Gen. Dick
Lcdge, through questioning
of DeMere, tried to refute
Ray’s contention that the
conditions in the jail cell led
to Ray, 46, being coerced
into pleading guilty by his
attorneys.

The evidentiary heaving
now in progress’is to deter-
mine if* Ray is entiiled to a
new {rial on the charges.

In other testimony today,

Shelby County, Atty. Gen.
Hugh Stanton Jr., formerly a
public delender assigned to
the Ray case, said he was
“surprised’ in March, 1969,
to learn that Ray would
plead guiliy.
. Stanton, called as Ray’s
sixth witness Dbefore U.S,
District Judge Robert M.
McRae Jr,, said {ormer
Sheriff Morris told him of
the guilty plea a few days
before Ray entered it.

“It never occurred to me
that it -(the case) would be
dispdsed of without a trial,”
he said. :

DeMere characterized
Ray’s cell T TT€" Shelby

County jail-gs-Lbaing like a
first class motel room,. ex-
cept for the bed.”

He admitted that Ray
complained of the constant
lights in his cell, but said
that Ray was in ‘‘gocd,
excellent health” during the
eight months he treated him.
DeMere said he found Ray
to be in “‘good spirits.”’

DeMere said he asked Ray
one time if he disliked
blacks, and he said Ray
said: “‘Absolutely not. He
said he iiked them. He had
been in prison with them
before.”

DeMere said, ‘‘If anything,
Ray was in better physical
shape after his stay in the
Shelby County Jail’” than he
was when he arrived in
Memphis after his arrest in
England.

DeMere said Ray exhib-
ited no tension, adding that
his speech and mind were
clear. “At no time did T ever
see him depressed,” said

DeMere.

Delviere 3aid Ray did not
complain about a lack of

. sleep, but talked some about

his lack of privacy.

“We envied the (physical)
condition he was in. Two or
three occasions I saw him
walk across the length of the

- floor of his cell—about 20

feet—on his hands. This is
-something most pecple can't
do,”” DeMere said.

DeMere said he was on
friendly terms with Ray and
said that REy-also got along
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with his guards:—Fhey call- -
ed him Jimmy.”

DeMere also said Ray
autographed his FBI wanted
poster and signed it: ‘““To my
Memphis doctor.”

DeMere said Ray had
occasional nose bleeds and
“rare’” headaches. However,
one of Ray’s attorneys asked
Deririe why, then, the sher-
ifi « lepartment logs showed
that REay was given aspirin
almost every day.

DeMere said he had no
personal records of his ireat-
ment of Ray to check this
by, because Sheriff Morris
had ordered him not to keep
any records “because the
case was so unusual.”

Stanten was called to the
stand after DeMere finished
his testimony.

Stanton and his late fa-
ther, Shelby County Public
Defender Hugh Stanton Sr.,
were appointed to assist
Ray’s 1569 lawyer, Percy
oFreman of Houston. Stan-
ten said he was “piqued” to
learn of the plans to plead
Ray guilty since he had been
assigned 4s co-counsel in the
case by Battle,

Stanton said he was sur-
prised, aithough his father
had made the suggestion of
a guilty plea during their
first meeting with Foreman
in December, 1568.

He testified, “There was
some talk between Mr. Fore-
man and my father about
whether the man was guilty.

“Foreman Sait, ‘Yes, he
was (guilty) in his opinion.’
That day, Hugh, Sr., went to ‘



General (Ehxl) Canale and
said  something about the
possibility of the guilty
plea.”
_ However, Stanton said
. Foreman ruled out the guilty
plea, since the attorney
general’s office would want
‘to prosecute the case be-
cause of world wide publici-
ty on the slaying.

Questioned by Ray’s
-Washington, D.C., attorney,
eBrnard Fensterwald, about
the public defender’s rela-
tionship with Ray, Stanton
said the investigation was
.“hampered”’ because the de-
fendant “‘would not talk with
my father. He said he didn't
want to talk to him. He
-wanted to talk 0 Frreman.”

Stanton said e received a
letter from Ray dated Jan.
20, 1969, which said that only
Foreman was his attorney.
The letter also said that Ray
had fired his first attorney,
Arthur Hanes Sr., alter dis-
covering the Alabama law-
ver had entered into a con-
-tract for a book with author,
William Bradford Huie,

Despite -earlier testimony
by sheriff’s officers that no
mail between Ray and his
attorneys was read, the en-
velope of the letter to Stan-
_ton had been initialled and

- opened, said Fensterwald.

“Would it come as a shock
to you to learn that the mail
from Mr. Ray to you had
been opened?” asked
Fensterwald. T

‘“Yes, sir,’”’ answered Stan-

@ l

ton. “I would nct have ap-
preciated that.”

Stanton testified that he
spoke with Ray on two ccca-
sions, both times in Criminal
Court. “I said, ‘How are you’
and he said, “I'm fine.”
That's the total and only
contact I had with James
Earl Ray.”

Stanton testmed that he
was unsure if Foreman
asked that the public defend-
er be appointed to help pre-
pare Ray’s defense, but
added: “I don’t think he had
any cbjections on our being
appointed. 1 think he wel-
comed the help we would

ive him, He was not dis-
pleased with us, as far as I
knew,”

Stanton said he never
ordered any ballistics tests
conducted on the rifle bear-
ing Ray’s fingerprints, which
was recovered near the King
slaying.

“1 knew the ballistics re-
port irom the FBI was very
favorable to James Farl
Ray,” he explamﬂ-d “There
was no point to gilding the
lilly.”” The FBI report ‘could
‘not definitely staie that the

-shot that killed King was

fired from the rifle.

Ray wore the same suit
today that he wore yester-
day,
striped. But he wore a differ-
ent shirt — blue chambray

a dark brown pin- .

instead of yesterday’s white, !

Although Ray was tieless
yesterday, he

appeared |

today wear ing a green,
brown and white striped tie.

Fensterwald said yesterday
that Ray probably would not
testify until Thursday be-
cause attorneys have been
unable to have lengthy dis-
cussions with him since his
transfer from prison. Fen-
sterwald added that he prob-
ably would complete his case
by the end of the week.

Ray’s attorneys presented
five witnesses vesterday to
support their claim that Ray
was not properly represent-
ed by his attorneys.

Shelby County Sheriff’s
Depariment Insp. Billy J.
Smith, the man assigned as
head of the 14-man security
for. Ray in 1963 and 1968,
testified that all of Ray’s
mcom'nO and outgoing mail
'was cpened censored and
photostated. He said the
photostats were turned over
to the prosecution. Smith
said the only exception {o
this was Ray’s outgoning mail
to his attorneys.

Memphis attorney Russell
X Thompson, who aided
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Ray’s first attorney-in-inves-
tigating the Ray case, said
that Houston attorney Percy
Foreman, who later took
over the case, never asked
to see his fiies.

Thompson said the only
communication about the
files he had from Foreman
cccurred when Foreman
wrote him a lettar on Nov.
14, 1968, and asked him to
turn cver the investigative
files on the Ray case to
Boston author Gerold Frank.
Thompson said instead he
turned the files over to the
public defenders office,
which had been appointed to
aid Foreman.

Also testifying yesterday
were: Criminal Court Clerk
J. A, Blackwell, former
Shelby County Atty. Gen.
Administrative Asst. Lloyd
Rhodes, and former shenft
Morris.

Speaking to the question of
the mail opening and securi-
ty arrangements, Morris
said: “I might simply say
that we didn’t {eel we were
doing anything that would
violate Mr. Ray’s constitu-
tional rights.” Ty,
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In Memphis for the first.{ime since
1969, James Earl Ray spent yesterday
conferring with attorneys and waiting
for the evidentiary hearing that will
begin at 9: 30 this morning.

“He lcoked pale and wan, and I was
surprised by the amount of weight he’s
lost,” said Bernard Fensterwald, one
of Ray’s Washington attorneys.

Fensterwald, co-counsel James H.
Lesar of Washington and Robert 1. Liv-
ingston of Memphis interviewed Ray in
a federal holding celi inside the U, S.
Marshal's Office on the 10th {loor of the
Federal Office Building.

One floor above, deputy marshals
were preparieg-ike titightest security
precautions” ever undertaken for a

- prisoner in Memphis. Cutside the

courtroom of U. S. Dist. Judge Robert
M. McRae Jr., marshals installed a
metal-detecting device through which

" every spectator, attorney and news-

man must pass after leaving the eleva-
tors on the 11th floor of the building.

Eleven deputy marshals, five of
them in Memphis on special detail,
were assigned to oversee security for
Ray, who is secking to withdraw his
confession to the 1968 slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. :

“These are the tightest security
precautions ever” in Memphis, said
deputy marshal Willie Durham, assign-
ed to coordinate all movement into and
out of the courtroom and 2ll measures
taken to insure Ray’s protection.

- Ray’s attorneys spent most of the
day conferring with Asst. State Aftys.

Gen. Heury Haile and William ‘Joe’

Haynes of Nashville, The attorneys ex-
changed copies of exhibits, lists of wit-
nesses and ironed out last-minute legal
technicalities preliminary to the hear-
ing.
gAt 4:36 p.m., Lesar asked McRae to
bar from evidence depositicns of Hous-
ton attorney Percy Foremaa and Hart-
selle, Ala., author William Bradford

. Huie. Lesar asked the judge to order
" both witnesses to appear in person,

since their written testimony would

fea 0N

gine-the-judge no insight into,thair=se-
. meanor.” .
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M(‘mzc said the depositions must be
allowed a< evidence and refused to
order Foreman and Huie to Memphis
since federal law places a 100-m
ritorial limit on the court’s subpena
power in civil caces.

Fensterwald said he ¢ (-~ pects to call
Ray as-hie.fourth witness LL e today.
The first three witnesses wiil be Crimi-
nal Court Clerk J, A. ° n Black-
well, former Shelby Cnv y Asst. Atty.
(Jen. Lloyd ‘Dusty’ I\hr;(.“s and John
Carlisle, an investigator with the ::u('r-
ney general’s offica,

In the hearing, Ray’s attorneys \'111
att" *.')t t() L'.r that oer

e ter-

AT

1am L‘?uw ney

})_V _.,m“.].r,
}Iznf‘s Foreman and Huie. Both attor-

eys hafi negotiated 1i contracts
\\th Huie for royalty rights to Huie’s
book, “He Slew the Dreamer.”

Ray claims the contracts creaied a
cenflict of int
attorneys to pressure h
guilty in md'»" to pz
ic value of the brw'{

The prisoner :
tions of his confin
County Jail prior t
fected his state of mi
was unable t¢ confer
in private bes

torneys
1se of C«imt:zm audio
nd \'i”ual me ""‘fv.r‘ivw of the jail cell,
(ndl at after ejght mJuL s in the cell
he was unable to resist the supposed
pressures to plead guilty.

Ray is in that same maximu
curity cell during his stay in Memph
but without any form of elec uomc
monitoring devices, jailers say.

As Ray left the cell for the Federal
Office Building shortly before 10 a.m.
yesterday, he was carrying an armload
cf personal files which the state had
asked to examine during the hearing.
McRae ordered Ray to bring the files,
whict dence be-

h included correspe
tween him and his former_attoyneys
prior_to-his guilty plea on March 10,
1569.

Jemes Earl Ray (Right) ls
With Ray Is Deputy U.S.

[

e s g S

rles Meadors
Marshal Cha ~Siaff Photo by Richar

E«ro"’red Back To Shelby County Jail

d Gardner
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By KAY PITTMAN BLACK
Press-Scimitor Staff Writer

James Earl Ray, convict-
ed killer of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., was taken
from his Shelby County jai
cell — where he arrived last
night — to the Federal Of-
fice Building at 10 a.m.
today by U.S. Marshals.

It was Ray’s first visit to
the Marghal’s holding cell on
the 10th floor, prior to the
start of the evidentiary hear
ing before U.S. District
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.,
tomorrow.

The hearing is to deter-
mine if Ray was coerced by
his attorneys into pleading
guilty on March 10, 1969. If
that is found to be so, Jud
McRae could order the stz
to give Ray a new trial for
the April 4, 156%, slaying.

Ray is serving a 99-year sen-
o

jail
jall

fa

[

> "“E . £.5 wons,
4 =

i
i
& s ' %

JAMES EARL RAY

tence in the Nashville State
Penitentiary.

R

F, B [y
o’ 8 d

When brought from the
Shelby County jail and load-
ed into a U.S. ] hal’s car,
the 46-year-old y looked
tired and much older than
when seen by the public in
1969.

Ray, sources said, was
taken to the Federal Office
Building to confer with his
attorneys, Robert I. Living-
ston of Memphis, Bernard
Fensterwald and James
Lesar of Washington, D.C.

The attorneys were meet-
ing this morning in a ninth
floor conference room with

sst. State Atty. Gen. Henry
Haile going over exhibits
that will be used at the hear-
ing and witn s who will
be called.

£

T —

Fensterwald, chief counsel
for Ray, said they have sub-
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poenaed about 20 witnesses. -
Among those, he said, are :
former Shelby County attor- e
ney general Phil Canale, for- VA
mer chief prosectitor Robert
wyer, and former county
prosecutor James Beasley ‘
(Beasley and Dwyer are now
judges), Investigator John : g 4 g
Carlisle, and Sheiby County !
Medical Examiner, Dr. ' 4
Jerry Francisco, the man in e |
3 &

charge of the King autopsy.
Also stbpoenaed are Loyd
Jowers, of 418 S. Main, said i ;
to be the operator of Jim's  : | s
Grill near the rooming house
* slaying scene; James ;
- McCraw, Yellow Cab driver, ; ool
who is expected to testify
““that one of the state’s eye
witnesses, Charles Stephens.
was too drunk at the t
the King killing to identify

anyone; and Guy W. Canipe,

who owned the business on
South Main in front of which 8 Lo it e |
the gun alleged to have been b o iR R itk : s s s G P b |

used to shoot King was
dropped.

ston and Ber-
v with the prosecution—Henry Haile, a stant attorney gen-
. —-Press-Scimitar Stafi Photo by Jehn P. George

¥ AN

“From the list of wit-
nesses it appears w
going to be trying the
Luther King murd
said Haile. “It will be an
interesting session.”

The state has not revealed
its list of witnesses and
Ray’s attorneys have not
submitted all of theirs.

Fensterwald said it would
be decided today whether
Ray would be called to the
stand as the first witness.
However, sources indicate
that he will probably be call-
ed later in the hearing.
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Who Killed Dr. M

i Comp. Syst.
SR Exp¢

e e

Luther Kin

By Paul W. V(‘cllgm.mz,
D G @)
“Washington Post Staff Writer

MEMPHIS — Did James
Earl Ray pull the trigger in
the assassination of Dr. Mar-
fintEuther King Jr.?

The answer to that ques-
{ion_ continues to elude the
pubhe after an exhaustive
and" tangled federal -court
hearing two weeks ago into
claitns by Ray that he was
ceérced by money-hungry at-
forneys into pleading guilty
to “slaying the civil rights
Tbader more than six years
a"(‘)

“1J.6. District Court Judge
Robart M. McRae Jr. has
{aken the case under advise-
ment and indicated he will
#ot rule for some weeks on
whether Ray may withdraw
his ‘guilty plea and stand
1r1¥31 for the murder.:

U"RAy, thin and wan at 46,
has been returned to his
mammum security cell at

the Tennessee state pemten-
tiary in Nashville:
 Afthough the hearing,
sormewhat technical and nar-
fow in scope, was not called
to answer the larger ques-

tion of who killed King, at.

ast “four separate versions
(i .Ray’s - activities
whereabouts at the moment
King was shot nevertheless
came to the surface, muddy-
ing the already, ;ﬁntmv,er-
3 in the murder. |

and’

Tgnpessee state “prosecu-
mwlcdge getirey=do,
1ot have ‘a textbook case
“gamst Ray—thefe are some
baps” in the . physical -evi-
lr’nce linking Ray with the
11u1*d‘er bullet—but they
till'fee] there is a sufficient
werghl pattern of evidence
0 ebnvict Ray if he should
Sland; trial. y
"Rays atforneys cohtend
.Jhc evidenceis so weak they
Wrilll be able to establish at
east. a “reasonable doubt”
‘abou‘c his guilt and win an
;acqulital )
i . As attorneys, they are not
jinterested in establishing
‘who. the real killer is, just in
cShOng the state’s proof is
,,msufgment to pinpoint Ray.
* Throughout the heaung be-
rme McRae, opposmg attor-
. v§ portrayed Ray in widely
s dontrdsting terms.
*| Defense attorneys ~pic-
“tured him as a hapless vic-
fim[ - his  will softened by
q i har 311 prison conditions, who
¢ was’ pt essured by his former
1 iawyﬁas to remain silent and
*pleagd guilty, thus preserving
*excluswe details of the mur-’
del to fulfill lucrative liter-
ary * contracts with author
EYVllﬁam Bradford Huie.
State. .Dros cuto}s - por- |
ray,gd Ray: st:ee’c wise, |
Ssavyy

| pri vy co 0.ac:’

il

he Questzon Remat@g

'

ldent.
C—— B Inspection
Intell.

Laboratory
Plan. & Eval. __

Spec. Inv.

Training

Legal Coun.
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cepted the guilty plea an d |
99-§&ar %ntence ’Tm"aTrT%-
ment as the only way to
avoid a probable death sen-|
tence. He also anticipated a
portlon of the royalties from
Hule s hteraly, efforts, they'
argued and in any event he
planned. tosshort-circuit the
99-year sentence by ‘escaping
at the first opportumtyl.

Ray has already attempt-
ed to escape at least twice
since starting his sentence,
.prison officials said.

Last week’s hearing also
lprov1ded conflicting  ver-
1 sions of Ray’s movements at
' the moment King was shot,
,6:01 p.m., April 4, 1968. Ac-
' cording to varying accounts:

' & Ray was standing ‘on the
isidewalk in front of a Main
! Street rooming house when
King was felled by a single
zbullet fired from the rear of’
‘ the building.

! ' ® Ray was sitting in a car
"in front of the rooming
.house when the shot was
_fired from the rear.
e Ray was elsewhere in
the city at the moment the-
. shot was fired.
@ Ray killed King, firing a
_Remington, 30-06 rifle from. a
\rear bathroom window of the |
rooming house as King stood'
{ on the balcony of the Lorrame}
Motel 207, feet away. '
' The versions came:-from
f Huie and assorted attorneys, | i
' a1l of whom claim Ray gave.
. them their particular ver-[
ision at one time or another:
i in the past six years. |
i «Clearly,” said one mem-
: ber(i)lf Razr ’s present defense
| team, “some of these people
*were confabulating,” which is
! one,way of saying their mem-
|or1es weren’t working prop-
;erly! Or else, others suggest,
{ Ray told each person a differ-
‘ent story.
. Ray, who testified for sev-
eral hours at the hearmg, wu
sxl 2 subje

\
i

4

The _hearing med |
Ifrom yéars of coﬁrr““aﬁ_galmﬁéeu-'
{vering by Ray’s current at-
torneys, including Bernard
Fensterwald of Washington, |
assassination researcher‘,
former Senate Judiciary
{ Committee expert on wire- |
| tapping and sometime attor- :
' ney for convicted Watergate }
'burglar James W. McCordl
. J T.
; Fensterwald, 53, was,
+ joined by Robert I. Living
ston, a drawling, pistol-tot- -
‘ing Memphls lawyer, and
‘James H. Lesar, doggedly .
, ; energetic young Washington |
jattorney who has handled'
virtually nothing but the '
‘Ray case in his brief career. |

| Opposing them was Ten:!

Y nes§ee==RsHistant "7 orney |
General Henry Hale, 31
quick-footed courtroom | i

strategist wtih a disarming,
country-boy manner, aided
by William J. (Joe) Haynes ‘
Jr., a 25-year-old black attor--
ney .in Haile’s office who :

said he had asked for the )
' Ray assignment.

McRae, the 52-year- old
judge who presided over the }
mammoth evidentiary ‘hear-
ing, is a quiet man with a -
tousléd look who rarely .
commented except for occa-
sional ligat jabs of humor.
Considered a political mod-,

' erate, he was appointed tot
| the bench in 1966 by Presi-
‘ dent Johnson and has han-

! dled the bulk of Memphis’,
. current racial busing htlga-
! tion.

% The hearing set the stage-
\ for Ray’s charges of uncon-'
stitutional cbercion and in-
effective assistance by his,
1 former attorneys, Arthur]
! Hanes Sr. , segregationist ex-
mayor of Blrmlngham Ala., . j
rand Percy .Foreman, noted !
‘crlmmal attorney  from
{ Houston.

| The Sixth US. Circuit
|Court of Appeals, in order-!
ling the hearing, said thel
[‘Ray case “reeks with ethi-|

cal mora; agd professwnal

irfegularities demAnaing aj

full-scale Jud1c1al*1nqu1ry ”y

Shortly after- Ray’s arrest:
in England on Jujie ', 1968,
Hanes flew to- London at
Ray’s request ca.rrymg a;
hastily drawn contract with:
writer Huie. Thfe ‘icontract,
contained a schedule of ad- ]
vance payments to Hanes to-
taling $40,000 ostensibly as a |
defensé fund for Ray and
based on - anticipated- royal-
ties from a hook planned by

Hiie about the murder to be
published by Delacorte
Press‘ !

Huie also planned a three-!
part series of articles for:
now defunct Look magazine,
and there was speculation
that a 'movie would also
come out of the assassina-

itmn story.
| Huie’s contract specified
that, among other things,
! Hanes would be  advanced
. $5,000 “on the first day” af-
ter Ray was returned to the
. United States and $5,000
each month thereafter for|
 five months,- “as'sun‘l’ing’ that
i I receive all the coopefation
, from-you and Ray guaran-
iteed by the agreement.”

Ray’s atforneys contended

€ book confract imposed a;
“schedule” on Ray’s legal;
moves, foreclosing a possi-|
ble extradition fight in Eng-!
land and timing his court:
appearances and trial' in
Memphis to fit Huie’s pub-,
lishing deadlines. .

Huie denied this in a de-
position submitted to Me-
Rae’s court, and' Hanes, who
appeared in person, firmly
maintained he was con-
cerned only with-Ray’s legal
welfare - and that Huie had|
no influence on him.

Specifically, he said, Ray
told him he did not want to
fight extradition. “He told
me he was weary and tired

. and wanted to come home,”
Hanes testified.
' Hanes said he continued
preparing for Ray’s trial,
scheduled for Nov. 12,1968,
and was conﬁdent his client
! would be acquitted when
! Ray suddenly dismissed him
' two days before trial and re-
. placed him with Percy:Fore- J
.man. S
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[ Foreman obtalned a post-
po f - the nd,
| after’ examining the case, “said
he agreed to have Ray plead
guilty because - of . the

P
[ “overwhelming” ev1§ence

'

. against him. The guilty plea
. was made on March 10, 1969,
| and Ray was sentenced to 99
! years in prison with the ear-
liest parole eligibility date
in the year 2018, when he
will be 90.

On entering the. cas ;-
Foreman also assumed the
! coﬂﬂ'ﬁhat Hanes had
1:had Wlt%‘l Huie. Réy‘_'s‘é"‘é‘ff—o;?-
ne ended that Huie;
who was receiving f1rsthand
written accounts from Ray"
on details surrounding -the
_asassination, initfally urged
Ray not to testify at his No3:
vember trial' and later ‘to-
"..plead:. guilty so that Huie
-doyld retain' his exclusive
access 40 the details. ]
Hule denied  ‘these
-charges He said that when
he decided -after his own in-
‘yeéstifation ‘that- ‘there was
1o evidence of a more inter-
“esting’ ‘tale of conspiracy and
- that.Ray alone killed Kin ng,
My ]oubhsh"’ said, »“Then
why “write a book at all?™::;

Ray’s ultimdte gyl ty
‘plea: “completelyw e-
16 sale _\1

a Book by Huie. entitled “He
»Slew the Dreamer™ was pub-
lished, but Hijie said ‘he re:
. ‘t:elved only}$4 461 in royaL

he blustery 7931
lawyer;; salyﬂ
hat there

Ahe strong ¢} 'idénc‘é’ ,é‘gain_st
~him - and* b cause. Ray ac-,
knowledged commlttmg the




[T Hasaid Ray told hiry he )
! intentionally leﬁ%%ger-
{ prints on_the ..30-06 ‘rifle |
, found near the murder scene |
, “because he wanted the,;
$ boys back in Jefferson City, , i
| [Missouri state pI‘lSOIl, ‘where' g
‘Ray was formerly held] to'}
. know that he had done it .
{ He didn’t want-to be caught |
| but he wanted thé credit. He !
.thought he would be the '
1 hero of the white segment of ‘
{ America.”
X -According to Memphis po-l
. lice and .state prosecutors,
" King was shot by a person
| firing from tlie rear bath-
i room window of the rooin-
mg house~ The ".30- OG‘Rem-‘
ung rifle was discovered mo-}
. mhents after the ‘shooting |
abandoned. on' the s,ldewalk'
‘near the front of the- room-l
i ing house. |
‘, Ray, who says he was an,»
unw1tt1ng member of al

gro&'ﬁ%lewes respons;- !
uble for k1111ng :King, ac-
knowledged purchasmg ‘the
‘nﬂe and reénting’ a room in
'the rooming ‘house " the: after-
\noon of the shodting.
“But he clais hie” ga‘}e thie

‘nﬂe to “another part P two
. days before the murder arid
: ' left the rooming, house sey-
i gral minttes before the 'sHot
. was fired. Ray’s - attorne s/
say . he was “working . thhuﬂ
narconcs smuggling mng

ax “low-level operatwe and
wads;unaware of' any plot’ 1,0
assassmate King. "They say
he¢ was elsewhere in the’ cxgy\
when the fata} <shot was:
! fived and has a- witness go'
sugport the. clalm Th
me the w1tne

o ¢ e e e

'Mér'nphis pol
cal evidence that:Ray ‘was

.the rented room, €] fomi
ri *other _ewden e‘

that hd.was
cent bathroom.

J _ Also; FRI ballistesiexpert!
,R(%ramer Ssay in 4nl
caffidavit that the. bullet
Lmoved fiom “King’s
was so. mutilated: fi at.
. could not' be matched ‘co!
'cluswely with . the; riffe.
,found onithe su;lewalk }3 '
{ . During:the ‘hearing, Ra
‘ attorrleys also attacked the»
. credibility of the.state’s key
| .eyewitness, a rooming house
resident and known heavy'
drinker named, Charles Q..
; Stephens, who. told police he,
» saw a mar T€semblirig. Ray .
fleeing from the building:
moments after theshot. i
* James €. McCraw, a.Mem- |

' phis taxi driver, testified,

. however, that 15 mlnutes be- :
, fore the shooting, Stephens '
was  in hlS' room “prettyw
“drunk” and unable to- gét.

» L,
Even before Ray pleade’én
| guilty, his attorneys argued,
ihe was subjected to uncon+’
stitutionally harsh .jail cotits’
1d1t10ns constant ‘closed cnh‘
“euit television Survelllance
:'and mail censorship, all of
. which. deprlved hiin of thq;u
"ability. 1o, make; reasoned or;,
conﬁdentlal decisions in iy
LCASe D)

[ 2 : -3 IR
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°
Ray

Evems
Aseassn

,ﬂ

R e f

/MEMPHIS Oct 29— James
[farl Ray today acknowledged
éing with a group of men he
{believes responslble for- assas
{ sinating " Dr. Martin Luther|:
‘Kifg Jr, here in 1968—but. He
Isteadfastly :denied belng the
“actual shooter Mo

In a federal’ coul‘t hearmg in
"whichi Ray, '46, is ‘seeking . to{’
overturn. his; 1969, guuty plea
to King’s ‘murder, Ray for the fi
first time’ described- detall,s of |t
events leading’ to the :shooting
at 6:01 p.m. April. '4; 1968, as
the civil rights. 1eader stood on

e e e

\\a‘-ﬁ

‘Motel'here.. "~ . . t" .
But Ray - would - not sa
'where. he was' or what-he wa
doing at the momeént the shot’
was, flred reportedly from the
WIndow of a-
cent to.the motel, ‘
i told ArthunHanes (one of
I Ray’s' formier - attorneys) ‘the
truth. on everythmg except
what I left out . . .'T told him
1 everywhere I'd, been up ‘to 10
| minutés’ of 6 ‘that evenmg,"_

| Ray testified. N
1" He: aoknowle&ﬁ"rm*"’tmg
room Lin, .the ﬂophouse and
purchasing the ‘rifle : found |
‘-abandoned . nearby Just after,
the shooting and.later identi:
fied as the murder weapon. -

e e

uﬂln‘feé -

. / ‘ . By PaulW Valentme ?I: CL
N Wafmmonpust Statf'Writer - -+ " ', v oo

3 coerced h1m

the balcony of the Lorralne\,

ohouseada‘ LI :
P J Jand’ localklaw en orcement of:

.;fé ef ore
natwn

. e
~ f~=s~‘

¥

neys'in preparinf7 h1s defense-
but;*not 'about’. matters*he had
refused to’ dlSCUSS w1th them
The ruhng, came in the ‘con-
text of Ray S’ attempts to show
‘that - h's- prevxous attorneys
Hanes* -and’ Percy Foremar,
mto pleadmg

gullty

"Ray’s current attorneys con-
bend Foreman- pushed for ‘a
suilty plea to .avoid a trial $o
that he could share royalties
rom books and. magazine:arti-
les: thh writer William- ‘Bragd-
rd; ‘Hu1e~:-w1th whom  first

10, gwe excluswe de-

sofithemirder:, -
i-ﬁgg% B \Qisince- th

\dayuhe’b’

Wt @

‘ficials.say’ ther"‘fs i evxdence

of .conspiracy.:

10
ify yesterday ‘where: he

the moment King was’k: A
hi§ attorneys’ have 'said: “pril
vately.hé was in another pal‘tr

|of the city" and has ‘an alibi

w\ltness to- testify so if . Ray
wins a full-dress trial. They
'also contend Ray. was unaware
'that the group he was with in-
Memphis. intended o - k11l

“When Tennessee Assistant|
AAttorney General Henry Haile
pressed  for - details, Ray’s at!

prxvate bench coénference with
"U.S. District Court Judge Rob:
ert' M, M‘cRae After a bnef
consul’catlon McRae  ruled
that Ray’ could continue testi-
{fying about details he had dis-

kcussed w1t11 his prevmus attor-

P

King ) o (oS )

torneys protested, asking for a .
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He W Mile

b )
From Murder
| BY NICHOLAS C. CHRISS |
i Times staff Writer - . )
' - MEMPHIS—James Earl!
Ray testified Tuesday that:
\he was a mile away when’
‘Dr.. Martin Luther King|
was killed in 1968 and "I,

think I have eyewitnessgsi

on, this."
& ,

!
¥
!

assassin of Dr. King, said:
he had not told his attor-
neys of this alibi, or of the:
possible witnesses, be-
cause "if the FBI found out;
'about the witnesses they:
would have harassed,
them." . S
"Ray did not elaborate
further on the matter.”
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert
McRae ruled that what;
Ray told his attorneys was|
relevant in this hearing,
but not what he failed to
disclose to them. o
The hearing is aimed at
allowing Ray to withdraw.
his guilty plea and obtain'
a new trial on the ground.
that his original attorneys:
neglected his defense andi
pressured him into plead-:
ing guilty because they
had a financial interest in!
publications about t he
case that would be dimin-
ished by an open trial. The!
attorneys in question were’
Arthur Hanes of Birming-
‘ham and Percy Foreman:
of--Houston. Thus, the.
‘hearing revolves around,
these matters, and not on,
the_facts.of th assassina-'
ton. . . . .. .

' %Ray, 47, the convicted!

/e
§ F &
B e
N T (P
s\!‘\ Y} . &
‘i LR Y B A
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[ Foreman has gaid _he ' Ray said Foréman told
récommended tHat Ray him%"e“would t‘a%-%%
plead guilty because he first $150,000 of any mon-
‘was _convinced he would ey that was made fro: !
ibe given the death penalty books, articles and motion|
by a jury. He was sen- pictures about the assas-
‘tenced to 99 years in pri- Isina’cion episode, whichi
.son after pleading guilty.lwere based on informatiorf
. Tuesday was Ray's sec- from Ray, plus $14,000 in|
ond day on the stand. expenses, and would with-
Asked if he had always draw only if Ray pleaded
told his attorneys th e guilty and did not create a
truth, Ray replied that he scene in the courtroom the
*did "except for what I left next day. !
out." A letter concerning this'
By what he "left out," hedeal, which Foreman
.presumably meant his as- wrote and which R ay:
sertion that he had wit- signed, said in part: "And
nesses to his alibi that he this advance, also, is con-
was a mile away from the tingent upon the plea of
scene when Dr. King was guilty and sentence going,
killed. - through on March 10,
... He admitted that he had 1969, without any unseem-
purchased in Birmingham ly conduct on your part in
a .30-06 rifle, the gun found court." .
outside a flophouse' door: Ray pleaded guilty and
moments after Dr. Kinglsaid, under questioning
was shot, but that "itfrom Battle, that he un-
wasn't my money" used to derstood what he was
buy the rifle. doing. -
One of Ray's current at-  Ray said he thought his)
torneys, James Lesar, eli- plea would be a "technical
cited testimony that Ray plea of guilty to get me out
had received a letter from of town to the penitentia-
Foreman on March 9, the ry." Then he could retract
«day before he pleaded the plea, obtain a new at-
guilty, rejecting an offer torney and reopen the
by Ray of $15,000 to with- case, he said.
draw from the case. Two days later, Ray
Ray said he did not want started writing the first ofj
to plead guilty and had a batch of letters repudiat-
been telling Foreman that ing the ples, sued . Fore-
for some time. He said W. man and said "he could be!
‘Preston Battle, the judge involved in some kind of
'at his 1969 trial, told him crime and not be aware of|
ithat he could not continue :it," suggesting he was a
hiring and firing attor- dUP€ 10 a_conspiracy" ~
Ineys, and that it was time
ito get on with the trial. .
‘Thus, Ray said, he colt)xld -
mot fire TForeman, _but
laskedhinoto withdraw. _
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Lawyers Say Huie Hurt Ray’s Defense”

By Paul Valentine ﬂ
. Washington Post 8taff Writer

MEMPHIS, Oct. 31—Attor-
neys for James Earl Ray,
sought today to portray author.

William Bradford Huie as hav—‘
ing compromised Ray’s de-
fense in the 1968 Martin Lu-
ther King murder trial for his
own financial benefit.

Though Huie was financing
Ray’s defense, he was also
pushing for a guilty plea and;
testified against Ray before a'
Memphis grand jury, the law-l
yers said,

in the seventh day of a fed--
eral court hearing on Ray’s at-
tempt to withdraw his guilty
plea and stand trial for the
murder of the civil rights
leader, one of Ray’s former at-
mrnevs, rthur Hanes Sr., ag-

W

knowledged he had “no con-
fror=over what Huie did with
information he obtained from
Ray. Huie had a contract with
Hanes for exclusive access to
Ray prior to his guilty plea in
'March, 1969.

Huie acknowledged going
'before a grand jury in Febru-
|ary 1969, but said he did not
ibring any notes on Ray’s de-
tails of the murder, according’
to a depositien by Huie read
into the court record today.
Huie reportedly told the
grand jury he believed Ray
alone was responsible for the
King assassination.

(State prosecutors say pri-|
vately that the grand jury,|
which had indicted Ray  sev-
eral months. ealglier, wasﬁ re-
‘eonvened to look intg continu-
|1ans ofﬁﬁracy

htergrgi cngtraeﬁ‘,f e

to kill Klag They say it found,
no such evidenc&~and Hmesl
testimony was unhelpful.)

Huie’s grand jury appear-
ance, according to Ray’s pres-
ent attorneys, was part of 2
continuing conflict of interest
between Ray’s legal rights and
his former attorney’s profit
motives.

Huie, Hanes and Ray had
contracted to split royalties
from Huie's books and maga-
zine articles as a way of rais-
ing defense funds.

But in order to preserve the
literary value of Huie’s work,
Ray’s attorneys said, Huie
first urged that Ray not tes-
tify at trial and later puched
for a guilty plea so that no de-
tails of the case would be
made public. el

ﬁule denied this in his dep
osition, addin Er-fh'ﬁay s
sudden decision to plead
guilty took him hv surprise
and greatly reduced the value
of his pending book, “He Slew
the Dreamer,” published by
Delacorte Press. f

Ultimately, Huie said, he!
‘earned $4,461 in royalties from
the 212-page book.

Hanes, former mayor of Bir- ,
mmgham, Ala., said Huie had
no influence on the prepara-

tion of Ray’s defense, and;
Hanes was ready to go to trial}
on Nov. 12, 1968, when Ray|
suddenly, fired Hanes andj
| hired Houston criminglijawyg

Percy Foreman. B i
Foreman - also
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ay Says

H e Has Addre

D L.

HEaegs

Niiibers of Others Involved

e

e

Events Leading to King Kill

Wgﬁ»}__

e m—iad
By MARTIN WALDRON
Special to The New York Times

MEMPHIS, Oct. 30—James
Earl Ray testified today that he
had “‘addresses and telephone
numbers” of others involved in
events leading to the assassina-
tion of the Rev, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. in 1968, but
that he had never given most of
this information to his lawyers.

He said he had kept' thej
names of some of his witnesses
secret because he thought the

" names might get back to agents

of the Federal Bureau of Inves-:
tigation, and’ that the F.B.IL
might harass them.
.+ Mr. Ray said he gave one
telephone number to the law-
yer, Percy Foreman of Houston,
Wwho pleaded him guilty to Dr.
King’s murder, but that Mr.
Foréman did not press him for
names., . .

Mr. Ray is seeking to with-
draw the guilty plea he entered
in March, 1969, contending that
he was coerced by Mr. Foreman

“into falsely admitting the mur-

der of the civil rights leader.
Hearing-Near End

A hearing on the question be-
tore Federal District Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr. is drawing
to a close. The Judge has indi-
cated it-will take him several
weeks to reacha decision.

Mr. Ray, who left the stand
this afternoon after about 10
hours of testimony, did not give
details of the “conspiracy” to
assassinate Dr. King, who at

the time of his murder was not|

only the nation’s most noted ci~
vil rights leader but also a No-
el Peace Laureate. i
The most -detailed informa-1
tion came from Arthur Hanes, a i
former mayor of Birmingham;|
Ala., who was Mr. Ray’s lawyer
until he was dismissed on the;
eve of Mr. Ray’s scheduled trial;
- in November, &36% Mr, E;OI\I&?:‘;
' Mapeeaslazad Mr/ Hanes.as.r,
_Ray's attorney. T T ]

" that he had come to Memphis

Mr. ngs,'&" former_FEB.I
agént-and once a WF’S em-
ploye of the Central Intel-
ligence ‘Agency, was reluctant
to tell Judge McRae what Mr.
Ray had told him, but the judge
ruled thathe must do so.

Mr, Hanes said that he had
asked “James Earl Ray a
hundred times: ‘Did you fire the
shot that killed Dr. King? 'and
his invariable answer was

€ &

He said that Mr. Ray told him

in April, 1968, at the direction
of “Raoul,” who had been de-
scribed as a blond Latin whom
Mr. Ray met in Canada in 1967
after Mr. Ray had escaped from
the Missouri State Penitentiary.

Mr. Ray said in statements

smuggled from the Shelby|

County Jail by Mr. Hanes in: -

1968 for the Alabama author
William ,Bradford Huie, that
“Raoul” had promlsed him
$12,000 and new identity a pa-
pers to help him on some major

" ‘crime that “Raoul” never speci-

fied. .
Mr. Hanes testified that Mr.
Ray had told him that while he
was on his way to Memphis he
spent the night of April 2, 1968,
two days before the assassina-
ition—in MissisSipptemsze=s |
| “James.Earl Ray told me that
FETmTm e s

the gun he had bought at the
Aero-Marine Supply Company
lwas taken from him at a motel
‘in Mississippi, and that he
‘never saw it'again until it was
thrown down on the street in:
Memphis tied to his suitcase,”
Mr. Hanes said. Lo
A rifle Mr. Ray bought in Bir-
mingham was found outside the

murder scene in Memphis.

- The lawyer said that Mr.Ray
had told him that-he was ‘given
#a hote with: the address of 2

foomingahouse in Memphiss; nd:
£ tobe,«t«here‘ats-u—cro'a?’:__ TI0CK” on

the afternoon of April 4. ] Hel
'said that when Mr. Ray got to
‘Memphis he became lost, and,
ithat he parked his car seven or:
reight blocks. from the rooming’
house at 422145 . South Main
Street and walked to the'room-'
ing house, arriving 15 minutes
late: : o

“There his contact contacted,
him,” Mr. Hanes said. |
. He-said that after- Mr. Rayi
had rented a room as directed,,
he was told to go get the car|
and park it in front and them to
buy d*pairot-pinoculars=—
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. After this had been accom-
plished, Mr. Ray was told to
leave the rooming house and to
go to a nearby saloon and drink
beer while “Raoul” bathed,}
shaved -and changed clothes,|
Mr. Hanes said.

Mr. Hanes said that Mr. Ray,|
after .drinkjng several beers,
was standi*on the sidewalk out-
side the rooming house-about 6
o'clock. when the shot .that
killed Dr. King was fired. ,

“Raoul” came: out of the
rooming house and threw the

.riflef,,gp_df}lhi Rayr’s’.iﬂs:g;'gcgse
down on the sidewalk, Mr.,
‘Hanes said.. “Jimmy said he
knew somebody had been shot,
and he knew he was in trouble
" ‘and he fled,” Mr. Hanes said.

Mr. Hanes said the only in-
‘formation he was able to pry
iout' of Mr. Ray about “Raoul”
was that ‘he had reddish blond
hair. .
{ Mr. Hanes's son and law
‘partner, Arthur Hanes Jr., also
testified. today, saying that “I
felt then and I still feel there
&gs kz.zu.conspiracy involved in
his killing.” e
e smﬁat when he and his
father were dropped as Mr.
Ray's attorneys two days be-|
fore the trial was to have,
opened, that they were ready to
give him a vigorous defense.

Mr. e Ray has testified that
he .dismissed the two Hanses
because they did not want him
to take the witness stand and
because. he thought they were
most interested in promoting
the sale of the book that Mr.
Huie was writing. about the as-
sassination.

Mr._ Hanes’s - ‘testimonnggt
Mr. i—i‘ay told him. that he was,
on the sidewalk . outside the,
rooming house when Dr. King.:
was | killed is significatntly dif=,
ferent from the version that My
Ray. said he had give nto Mr,,
'Hanes. i
1 Mr. Ray said he had told his/
lawyers that -he was a mile;
laway from the scene and that!
he had witnesses to prove it. ' ;]

Mr. Foreman has declined ',t'ql
come. to Memphis to testify, but,
a 208-page depositif?n he ;i%adi
is to be read into.the record og.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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.ﬂ_w’hmes NC‘WS‘%_L%
MEMPHIS, Tenn.

. James Earl Ray has testi-
fied that he had “‘addresses
and telephone numbers” of
others involved in events
« leading to the assassination
of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. in 1968, but that he

had never given most of this .

information to his attor-
neys.

He said he, had kept the
names of some of his wit-
nesses . secret because he

* thought the names might
get back to FBI agents and
that the FBI might harass
them.

Ray said yesterday_ he .

gave one telephone number

to the lawyer, Percy Fore-

man of Houston, who plead-

ed Ray guilty to King’s

murder, but that Foreman

did not press him for
| names. .

RAY IS SEEKING to
withdraw the guilty plea he
entered in March 1969, con-
‘tending that he was coerced
by Foreman into falsely
admitting the murder of the
civil rights leader.

A hearing on the question
before U.S. District Judge
Robert M. McRae Jr. is
drawing to a close. McRae
has indicated it will take
’him several weeks to reach
a decision.

Ray, after about 10 hours
of testimony, did not give
details of the ‘‘conspiracy”
to assassinate King.

The most-detailed infor-’
mation came from Arthur’
Hanes, a former mayor of
Birmingham, Ala., who was

dismissed on the eve of
Ray’s scheduled trial m
November 1968. Forcman
replaced Hanes as Ray's

e
a———

Ray’s lawyer until he was!

{
|
il
I

|

"H"'nes, a for e""Flﬁ
agent and once a contract
employe of the Central
Intelligence Agency, was
reluctant to tell Judge
McRae what Ray had told
him, but the judge ruled

that he must do so.
(T S

asked “James Earl Ray a
hundred times: ‘Did you
fire the shot that killed Dr.
King?’ and his invariable
answer was ‘No’

He said that Ray told him
that he had come to
L rmphis- in Aprile=if§doat

“the arrection of=“Tai
who has been described as
a blond Latin whom Ray
met in Canada in 1967 after
Ray had escaped from the
Missouri State Peniten-
tiary

Ray said in statements
smuggled from the Shelby
County jail by Hanes in 1968
for the Alabama author Wil-
liam Bradford Huie, that
“Raoul’’ had promised him
$12,000 and new identity
papers to help him on some
major crime that ‘“Raoul”
never specified.

Ray’s current attorneys
have said Ray identified
Raoul to them as a French
Canadian he met in Mon-
treal after his escape from
the Missouri Penitentiary,
the Associated Press re-
ported. After King was
shot, Ray fled to London
with a Canadian passport.
He was traced to England
through passport finger-
prmts checked i in Montreal.
HANES TESTIFIED that

Ray had told him that while

he was on his way to

‘Memphis he spenit the night

of April 2, 1968 — fwo days
before the assassi
mMissism

Ray KTeIIs of Addresses

l

HANES SAID that he had |

~
|
)

*"Jér?n%s Earl’ Rau:iﬂae
that the gun he had bought
. . . was taken from at
a motel in. Mississi and
that he never saw; it agam
until it was thrown down on
- the street in Memphis tied
to his suitcase,” Hanes
said. A rifle which Ray
bought in Birmingham was
found outside the murder

scene in Memphis. N
The lawyer said that Ray
e=haatold him tha; he was
given 4 note wi
dress of a rooming housé 1n .
Memphis and told to be
there at 3 o’clock’” on the
afternoon of April 4. He said
that Ray parked his car
seven or exght blocks from
the rooming house at 422%

South Main St. and walked ,

to the building.

-HE SAID THAT after .

Ray had rented a room as
directed, he was told to go
get the car and park it m|
front and then to buy a pair | !
T"of binoculars. ="
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[ Akeesthis Has=Seen

' accomplished, Ray was told
to leave the rooming house

| and to go to a nearby saloon

‘and drink beer while
‘@Racul¥ bathedsochaved

and changed clothes, Hanes
said.

Hanes said that Ray,
after drinking several
beers, was standing on the
sidewalk outside the room-
ing house about 6 p.m. when
the shot that killed Dr. King
was fired. ) .

“Raoul”’ came out of the
rooming house and threw

. the rifle and Ray’s suitcase
down on the sidewalk,
Hanes said. “Jimmy said he
knew somebody had been

* shot, and he knew he was in
trouble and he fled,” Hanes
said.

Ray earlier in the hearing
said he went to the rooming

i house under the impression

«<he was t6 discuss gun run-
. ning, the AP reported——==
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Lawyers Say Huie Hurt Ray S D ef eng’““

By Paul Valentine
Wa.shlng'ton,Post Staff Writer

MEMPHIS Oct. 31—Attor-'

neys for James Earl Ray
sought today to portray author
William Bradford Huie as hav-
iing comprormsed Rays ‘'de-
‘fense in the 1968 Martin Lu-
.ther King murder trial for his
‘own financial benefit. )

Though Huie was financing
Ray’s defense, he was also
pushing for a guilty plea and
‘testified against Ray before a
Memphis grand jury, the law-
yers said.

.In the seventh day of a fed-
.eral court hearmg on Ray’s at-,
,tempt -to w;thdraw his guilty
‘plea and,#fand trial for the
murder #f the civil rights
‘leader,‘one of Ray’s' former at-
torneys, Arthur Hanes Sr.; ac-

Q)

fNURRIN

knowledged he haq‘ “no con-
trol” over what Huj did ‘with
information he obtdined from
Ray. Huie had a coritract with
Hanes for exclusive access to
Ray prior. to his gullty plea in
March, 1969.

Huie acknowledged going
before a grand jury in.Febru-
ary, 1969, but said he did not
bring any notes on .Ray’s de-
tails of the murder, according
to‘a depositien by Huie read
into the court record today.
Huie reportedly told the
grand jury- he believed Ray
alone was respon51b1e for the
King assassination.

(State prosecutors say pm—
vately that the ggand jury,
which had indicte¢ Ray sev-
eral months earlief, ‘was re-
convened to look i o continu-
ing allegations of a conspiracy

Wadd, Pt
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to kill Klng They say it found
no such. evidence and .Hule(s
testimony was unhelpful.). !

“Huie’s grand Jury -appear-
ance; accordmg to Rays pres:
ent attorneys, was part of a

continuing conflict of interest
between Ray’s legal rights: and!|’
his former attorney s proﬂt
motives.

Huie, Hanes and Ray had
contracted to split royalties
from Hq1es books and maga-
zine articles as a way of rais-
ing defense funds.

-But in order to preserve the
literary value of Huie’s work,
Ray’s attorneys said, Fuie
first urged that Ray not tes-
tify at trial and later pushed
for a guilty plea so that no de-

tails of the case would be
made public. ‘

" "Daily News tNew—r'u
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal

Delacorte Press

Ultlmately, Hu1e
earned $4,461 in royal
the 212-page book:

Hanes, former mayor 01.
mlngham, Ala,, said Hule hag’

The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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y ’68 Looatlol_i

" Unidentified colleagues
“gavE-Tmm a nofé to go to

By Paul w. Valen‘qne '
Washington Post Staff Writer
MEMPHIS, Oct. 30—A law-
yer. for James Earl Ray testi-

i [tied today that his client was

standing outside the rooming
house when the s/h-ot that
killed Dr. Martin Lﬁttler King

. | Jr. was fired from inside.

The statement by~ Arthur

. |Hanes Sr.. marked the ﬁlrst}

time that Ray’s location at the

pinpointed in court testimony.
Up to now Ray has refused
to say where he was or what
he was doing. He. has sug-
gested only that he was unwit-
tingly-involved, with a group

| of men who came to Mempms

{ in early Apr11 1968, and that

'someone else’ fired the shot
‘that killed the civil rights
‘Ieader as he stood on the bal-
‘cony of the .Lorraine Motel; to
the rear of the rooming house

Hanes .who was mayor of
Biriningliam, Ala., during the
police-black’ clashes of  the
civil rights movément there
\in the. early 1960s and was
(Ray’s lawyer in 1968, detailed
‘Ra'y’s_ movements in and
'around Memphis before the
King murder.

But the testimony shed little
light on

Q the 1dexg_X:_oj. the

{rigger man,

moment of the murder, 6:01}
p.m. on April 4, 1968, has been.|

422% South Main'St., Memphis|,
[address of the rooming house]
.and be there’ at 3 p.m. on

ithe 4th of April,” Hanes sald ‘ :

Ray told him. :

 There, at about 5:20 pm,
his “contact” suggested - that
Ray “go down and-have aj
beer” in an adjacent bar,|
Hanes said he was told.

” “Ray said he *had a beer or
two' and that he then went
out and was standing. in front
of the rooming house on the
street when the -shot was
fired,” Hanes. testified.

Moments later, Ray noticed
on the sidewalk a bundle con-
taining a rifle he had pur
‘chaseéd, Hanes said Ray told
him. “He knew he was in trou-
ble and he fled.” k
- Hanes. said 'Ray 1dent1f1ed'
his - “contact” as “Raoul » gl
shadowy figure who has fre-.
quently been cited in the past
'by Ray’s attorneys as a pos-
sible” participant in a con
4sp1racy to kill King.
< Hanes’ testimony came in
the sixth day of a federal

|court hearing into eclaiths by

‘Ray that he was coerced into'
pleading guilty to the ng
imugder . S et
Pgle and thin, Ray gazed|

fat “The floor , dinHE=Hanes
testlmony, rarely looking up|
as Hanes described Ray’s ac-|
tions in a low, even voice. ‘
While Ray has steadfastly
}1efused to talk about the eru-
cial moments, his current at-

tornezs--hagye said privaiely
that  Ray was e el%e\ﬁ'ﬁer! ein the)

ci 15 "an alibi, W1tness
‘to prove it.- The attorneys,

inard Fensterwald and James
jLesar of Washington, have not
iidentified the witness. .. v

-—-c_.'—-———-r” c__—:_‘:"v.‘.:——J
‘tangential to the purpose of,
ithe court hedring before U. S‘
Dlstrlct Court Judge Robelt
McCrae——to determine if Ray,
was glven 1neffect1ve assis-
‘tance by his- eatlier 1awyers
and wes coerced into pleadmg
“guilty.* e e

. TFensterwald and . Lesar ‘con
tend that Hanes and later at-|
torney erey Foreman subor-

‘dinated, . s legal interest
‘to. f?ﬁ'a'ﬁ‘c_lﬁ profitssigyaoped,

The Washington Post

Hanes’ testimony today was
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lto w;lth wnte.t m [{am
[Bla 01d Huie. They~had con-

\tracted with Huig for execlu-
SlV% to detau s of the
murder .

J,“oreman ultlmately brow-
beat Ray into a guilty plea fo
avm}d a trial and to maintain
the exclusivity of the details
foriHuje, , Ray’s present attor-
neys say.”. ‘

Both Hanes and his son,
Arthur Hanes Jr., testified to-

|'day that they made a full in-

vestigation of the ecase and

i were prepared to go to trial

in November, 1968, when Ray
suddenlv ed them and hire
' Fo eman PR ———_

A4

Washington Star-News
Daily News (New York)
The New York Times
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer
The Los Angeles Times
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“Ray Tells Court

New York Times News Service

MEMPHIS — James Earl Ray has testified that h'e'
did not kill Martin Luther King Jr., that he was more

. than a-mile away at the time of the murder and that he
- had witnesses to prove it.

Ray has not finished his account of his mvolvement
in the murder of the civil rights lgader here April 4,
1968, but he admitted involvemént yesterday and was
to be on the witness stand answering questions about it
again today. .

He said his involvement had been peripheral.

*T personally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe I - -

may be partly responsible for his death,”” Ray, who is
47, testified.

RAY SEEKS a full-scale mal He pleaded gullty in
March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in prison
after a one-hour court proceeding.

- He said on the witness stand yesterday that he had
pleaded guilty because he thought his attorney, Percy
Foreman of Houston, might ‘‘fake’ a defense if he
"insisted on a trial, and that he might end up being sen-
tenced to the elecmc chair.

He said that Foreman had seemed intent on getting
him to plead guilty, and didn’t seem to have time to sit
down with him and discuss the case.

Foreman estimated there was a 99 percent chance he
would get the death penalty if he went to trial, Ray
said.

“1 TOLD HIM I thought that was ridiculous, that the
state would rely on circumstantial evidence and the
most they could convict me of, if they convicted me,
was aiding and abetting,” Ray said, according to the
Associated Press.

Ray’s attorneys claim he was a dupe of a conspu‘acy
by others to kill King.

Ray later testified that he had rented a room across
the street from a motel where King was slain thinking
there would be ‘‘some kind of meeting between me. and
another party up there,” AP reported.

Ray also said he had witnesses who could verify his
whereabouts about 11 minutes before King was assas-
sinated, but had kept the information to himself for
fear the FBI would find out and harass them.

WHEN RAY was asked if his first attorney, Arthur
Hanes Sr. of Birmingham, Ala., ever asked h1m if he
was guilty of the murder, he rephed

“I just told him no.”” - ’

He said that Foreman, who took over the case from

Hanes, never asked hlm directly. “But some time in
the early part of February (1969) he asked me to write -
ssouri

out everything I did when I escaped from the- M1
State Penitentiary until I was arrested,” Ray: ald T
“T_just assumed heé read.from : i

i that parUcular area (the sl |
'\.U-—;l‘v,-—“ﬁ-% . IR
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