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Arthur Hanes-Sr., former Hanes said he conferred "In my opinion. James
mayor of Birmingham, Ala., with Ray on the extradition Earl Ray was an intelligentmade the statement under issue after he was called to person, strong-willed," said
cross-examination by one of England at Ray's request. Hancs. "I'm just at a loss to
Ray's attorneys, Bernard Hanes identified a contract explain it. It was hard for
Fensterwald, of Washington, that he and Ray had signed me to believe he would do
D.C. with Huie which provided anything he didn't want to

Hanes and his son, Arthur for payments, in increments do."
Hanes Jr., represented Ray for a total of $35,000 to start
shortly after Ray's arrest in

Hanes said a major weak-
going to Hanes and Ray ness in the state's case was

England and until Nov. 12, upon Ray's return to the caused by the FBI ballistics
1968, when Ray fired them
and replaced them with

United States and the Shelby test, which could not posi-
County Jaii. tively link the buller which

Percy Foreman, of Houston, Like Ray, Hanes deniedTex.
killed Dr. Martin eather

knowledge of some of the King Jr. to the rifle Ray pur-
Under English treaty ar-

Huie contracts, particularly chased.

rangements with the U.S.,
those involving rights for the "The state was in trou-

any person charged with book, 'He Slew the ble," said Hanes. "The FBI
Dreamer."

committing a political killing man would have to tell me
cannot be extradited, said

Hanes said he was that six million other 30.06s

Hanes, who then testified
"amazed" when shown the (rifle) could have fired the

that he believed if Ray had
Huie-Dell Publishing Co. bullet which killed Dr.

had the "finances to bring
contract which specified that King."

the witnesses over to Eng-
none Of the proceeds from

land," he could have suc-
the work could be used to Hanes was then asked

cessfully fought extradition
benefit Ray directly or indi- about his visit to the law of-

-and thereby never return- rectly. Hanes said he be- fices of Russel X Thompson,
ed to the United States to

lieved all of the Ray defense who earlier testified that
face charges in the King

money to be coming from Hanes wanted to hire him as

slaying.
Look magazine articles writ- Ray's local attorney.

Hanes said he advised Ray
ten by Huie. However, Hanes testified:

that if he had a lawyer in Hanes also suggested that "I went to see him for the
England "they would not the prosecution may have purpose of psyching up the
have extradited him." "had a hand" in having public. I knew Mr. Thomp-

"In my judgment, it was a Foreman retained as Ray's
son had represented black

political killing, and not an lawyer in order to insure a organizations. I knew
extraditable offense under conviction. wanted to lay out my theory
that (existing extradition) He testified that he sus- of a conspiracy. I wanted

treaty," said the 58-year-old pected that former U.S. At- Mr. Thompson to put out the

lawyer. "I argued with him torney General Ramsey
information and sure enough

(Ray), but he wanted to he did."
Clark was involved in Fore-

come back home." Hanes said he visited
man being placed on the

Hanes said he did not Thompson once, but never
case.

persist because Ray told him "You can imagine all discussed hiring him on the
"he was tired of being there case. He added that he dis-

kinds of things. There was a
(England) and wanted to lot of heat in Memphis at cussed the possibility that
come home to America." that time," Hanes said. "I militant groups killed King.

Hanes did not .explain
"I thought perhaps black

think the power structure
what he meant by "politi- was shaken up and felt like militant organizations were

cal" killing. behind Dr. King's slaying,"
they had to have a convic- said Hanes. "If this theory

Ray's attorneys are ar- tion. They felt the state had
was correct, Dr. King knew

guing that Hanes did not ad- a weak case and something il and knew it before he was
vise Ray to fight extradition had to be done. I thought killed. That meant Coretta
because Hanes was more maybe Ramsey Clark might King (King's wife) knew it,
interested in obtaining have had a hand in it." too. I wanted Thompson to
money from a book contract Hanes added: "An awful talk with her about it, and
with Alabama author Wil- lot apparently went on be-

we talked about him perhaps
liam Bradford Huie than in hind my back." setting up a trip to Atlanta
looking out for Ray's Hanes said he was "shock- to see if she knew anything."
interests.

ed" to learn of Ray's guilty
Hanes' testimony today Hanes' testimony today

plea on March 10, 1969. He
clashed with that given followed on the heels of his

also refuted Rav's attornevs'
earlier by Ray, who said he disclosure for the first time

contention that was
wanted to fight extradition coerced bv Foreman into late yesterday that Ray told
but that Hanes told him to him he was standing on the

pleading guilty.
"just come on back and sidewalk outside the room-

stand trial." ing house at 4221/2 S. Main
when Dr. King was killed on

April 1, 1968.

Arthur I;{;:i..!l~-S-r.., former 
mayor of Birmingham, Ala., 
made the statement under 
cross-examination by one of 
Ray's attorneys, Bernard 
Fensterwald, of Washington, 
D.C. 

Hanes and his son, Arthur 
Hanes Jr., represented Ray 
shortly after Ray's arrest in 
England and until Nov. 12, 
1968, when Ray fired them 
an d replaced them with 
Percy Foreman, of Houston, 
Tex. · 

Under English tre8.ty ar­
rangements with the U.S., 
any person charged with 
committing a politic,11 killing 
cannot be extradited, said· 
Hanes, who then testified· 
that he believed if Rav had 
had the "finances _to "bring 
the witnesses o\·e,- to Eng­
iand," he could h:1ve suc­
cessfully fought extradition 
-and thereby never return­
ed to the United Srntes to 
face charges in the King 
slaying. . 

Hanes said he fld,,i~ed R2.y 
thal if he had a lawyer in 
England "they would not 
have extradited him." 

"In my judgment, it was a 
political killing, and not an 
extraditable offense under 
that (existing extradition) 
treaty," said the 58-year-old 
lawyer. "I argued with him 
(Ray), but he wanted to 
come back home." . 

Hanes said he d i d not 
persist because Ray told him 
"he was tired of bein~ there 

· (England) and wanted to 
come home to America." 

Hanes d i d not ,explain 
what he meant by "politi­
cal" killing. 

Ray's attorneys are ar­
guing that Hanes did not ad­
vise Ray to fight r.xt:aditicn 
because Hanes w.:is more 
interested · in obtaining 
money from a book contract 
with Alabama author Wil­
liam Bradford Huie than in 
looking out for Ray's 
interests. 

Hc1nes' testimony today 
clashed w i th that given : 
-earlier by Ray, who i,riid he 
wanted to fight extr,;c!ition 
bul that Hr1nes told him to 
"just come _QlL...illlC}; a n d 
stand trial." . 

Hanes said. he ...conferred 
with Ray onihe-extradilion 
issue after he was called to 

England at Ray's request 
Hanes identifit!d a contract 

that he and Ray had signed 
with Huie which provided 
for payments, in increments 
for a total cf :;35,00/J to start 
going to Hanes and Ray 
upon Ray's return to the 
United States and the Shelby 
County J aii. 

Like Ray, Hanes denied 
knowledge of some of the 
·Huie contracts, particularly 
those involving ri6hts for the 
book, ' ' H e S I e w t h e 
Dreamer." 

Hanes s a i d he w a s 
"amazed" when shown the 
Huie-Dell Publishing Co . 
contract which specified that 
none of the ,proceeds from 
the work could be used to 
benefit Ray directly or indi­
rectly. Hanes said he be. 
lieved all of the Rav defense 
money to be coming from 
Look magazine articles writ• 
ten by Huie. 

Hanes also suggested that 
the prosecution may have 
"had a hand" in having 
Foreman retained as Ray's 
lav,yer in order to insure a 
conviction. · 

He testified that he sus­
pected that former U.S. At­
t o r n e y 6-etnmrf' Ramsey 
· Clark was involved in i-ore-
man beino· nla1:.ec!. on the 

t.' .. --- ·~ case. 
"You c a n imagine a 11 

kinds of things. There was a 
lot of heat in Memphis at 
that time," Hanes said. "I 
think the power siructure 
was shaken up and felt li_ke 
they had to have a convic­
tion. They felt the state l:ad 
a weak case and something 
had to be done. I thought 
maybe Ramsey Cbrk might 
have bad a hand in it." .. 

Hanes added: "An awiul 
lot apparently went on be­
hind my back." 

Hanes said he was "s!,ock­
cd" to learn or Ray•~ guilty 
plea on Marr.h !O, 19G9, H~ 
also refuted R,w s att.ornevs 
contention that R a y was 
coerced hv Foreman into 
pleading glii!t.y. :---:---""'' 

"In my or,inlo.o., ,fames 
Earl Ray \~as an intelligent 
person, strong-willed," said 
Hanes. "I'm just at a loss to 
explain it. It was hard for 
me to believe he would do 
an:vthing he didn't want to 
do." 

Hanes said a maior weak­
ness in the state's "case was · 
caused by the FBI hil!i:::tics 
test, which could r.'.J: ;,osi­
tivelv link the buE..:1 ,i1ich 
killed D r . Martin ,_,_;Lher 
King Jr. to the rifle Ray pur­
chased. 

"The state was in trou­
ble," said Hanes. "The FBI 
man would have to tell me 
that six million other 30.0Gs 
(rifle) could havr. fired the 
bullet which killed D r . 
King." .:~ 

Hanes w lUL-t.~n asked 
about his visit to the law of­
fices of Russel X Thompson, 
w h o eariie1: te5tified that 
Hanes wanted to hire him as 
Rav's local attorney. 

However, Hanes testifi':'d: 
"I went to see him for the 
purpose of psyching up the 
public. I knew Mr. Thomp­
son had represented black 
organ!c:ations. I k n e w I 
wanted to lay out my theory, 
of a conspiracy. I wanted 
Mr. Thompson to put out the 
information and sure enough 
he did." · · 

Hanes s a i d he visited 
Thompson once, but never 
discussed hirin~ him on the 
case. He added that he dis­
cussed the possihilitv that 
militant groups !dlled King. 

"T thought perhaps blnck 
militant organizations :,,-•er~ 
behind Dr. Kin~'s slaymu, 
said Hi,nes. "Tf this theory , 
was corrrct, Dr, King knew 
il and knew it before he was 
killed, That meant. Coretta 
King (King's wife) knew itt, 
too. I wanted Thompson ° 
talk with her about it, and 
we talked abont him perhaps 
setting up a trip to At)ant,~ 
to see if she knew anythmg. 

H:m~s• testimony today 
followed on tho heels of his 
disclosure [or the first time 
late vcsterday that Ray told 
him ·he was str1nding on the 
sidr-walk outside the roon_1• 
ini, how,e at •1221/: S. Mam 
wl;en Dr. Hing was killed on 
April -1, 186~. ._.__.,;,, 
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Hanes, testifying as a
court witness_before U.S. King was fatally shot at Ray a person_again," he

District Judge Robert M. 6:01 p.m. while standing on said. The book contract was

McRae Jr., said Ray told the balcony of the Lorraine signed by the attorneys, but
him he had driven to Mem- Motel at Mulberry, was intended to boost Ray's

which is located behind the defense, said Hanes Jr.
phis upon the orders or ms rooming house on South Both attorneys testified
contact." Main. that they were prepared to

Hanes said that Ray told Hanes emphasized that try the case on Nov. 12, 1968,
him that on "Tuesday night, Ray refused to listen to any but were unexpectedly fired
April 2, (1968), the gun he

suggestions concerning by Ray two davs earlier.
bought in Birmingham was

guilty pleas. "James Earl
taken from him at a motel in "I think W a terrific

Ray would never authorize
Mississippi. me to plea bargain with the chance to Weak the case,"

"He never saw the gun attorney general," said said Hanes Jr. 'We were

again until it was thrown Hanes. "He always insisted very disappointed when we

down with his suitcase and on trial." were relieved." He added

binoculars. On Tuesday, that most of the state's case

when his contact took the was circumstantial and "had
Questioned by Asst. State

gun, he gave (Ray) a note a lot of holes in it."
Atty. Gen. Henry Haile,

with the address of the Hanes Jr. said one defenseHanes discounted Ray's
rooming house (at 4221/2 S. concerned the "bush man

attorneys' suggestions that
Main). He told him (Ray) to his contracts with Huie,

theory," explaining that
be there on Thursday, April for rights to books con-

several witnesses were pre-
4, at 3 p.m." pared to testify that the shot

After renting a room at cerning the slaying, influ- came from the bushes be-
enced Ray's defense.

the boarding house, Hanes hind the rooming house, and
"He had absolutely no

quoted Ray as saying, his not from an upstairs bath-
influence," ,said Hanes. "He

contact told him "to park in room window.
had no say-so over the trial

front of the rooming house." He said the state located
of the case."

The contact also instructed only two eyewitnesses who
Also testifying vesterday

Ray to buy him a pair of could furnish descriptions of
was Arthur Hanes Jr. Both

binoculars. the man who allegedly shot
attorneys testified that they King. One witness, Charles

At 5:20 p.m., Hanes said are convinced King's slaying Q. Stephens, identified Ray
Ray told him "his contact was part of a conspiracy. but could be discredited,
said, 'Jim, go down and get "We reached the conclu- said Hanes Jr.
a beer. I'm going to wash,up sion that it had to be a con-
and shave and we'll go eat.' spiracy," said Hanes Sr. Stephen's wife, Grace, the

"Jim said he had a beer or "We have kept up with it other witness, contradicted
two and was standing on the

since, and have not run her husband's statement and

sidewalk at 6:00 or 6:01 across anything to change said the man "was diminui-
when the shot (which killed our-minds."

tive wearing an Army
Dr. King) was fired. When Hanes Jr. said Huie was jacket," according to Hanes

he saw the gun tied to his contacted "as another as- Jr. He said she was admit-
suitcase, he knew someone

pect of the defense." He said ted to a psychiatric hospital
had been hurt and he was in Huie's articles were intended shortly after the slaying.
trouble and he fied." to counteract Ray's portrait Hanes added that the

Hanes said Ray identified
by the press as an "inhuman Army jacket found in the

the contact as "Raoul," who murderer."
trunk of Ray's car was too.

recruited him for an illegal "We felt like it was neces-, small for Ray.

gun-running operation. sary to do something to Hanes Jr. said the FBI had

humanize the man, to get the found "huge footprints be-

Hanes' account of the con-
thinking back toward the hind the rooming house. We

versations marked the first
middle, to make James Earl were going to use those, too.

time Ray's whereabouts at We were going to try giants
the time of the King slaying and midgets and trolls and

have been revealed in the everyone else down there

evidentiary hearing to deter- other than James Earl
mine if Ray, sentenced to 99 Ray."

years in prison after plead- Both witnesses testified

ing guilty to King's slaying, that Foreman spent little
should be granted a new time familiarizing himself

trial. Ray has contended with their files, which were

that he was_pressured into complied during a, five-
pleading guilty by Foreman. month investigation.

Hanes, testifying as a 
court witJJ..e.s.$-t~forc U.S. 
District Judge Robert M. 
McRae Jr., said Rav told 
him he had driven to "Mem-

phis upon thej~,01 ·· 111,,-' 

cont.act." ·· 
Hanes said that Ray . told 

him that on "Tuesday mght, 
April 2, (1968), the gtm he 
bought in Birmingham was . 
tak;n frQrn him at a motel in 
Missio-si p;Ji. 

"He~ never saw lhc gun 
a['ain until it was thrown 
d~wn with his suitcase and 
binoc1dars. On Tuesday, 
\vhen his contact took the 
gun, he gave (Ray) a note 
with t h e address of th~ 

•rooming house (at 422½ S. 
Main). }-le told '.1im (R;;.y) t? 
be there on Thursday, Apnl 
4, al 3 p.m." . 

After renting a room at 
the boarding house1 Hanr;s 
quoted Ray as saymg, h:s 
contact told him _"to park '); 
front of the rooming house. 
The contact also instructed, 
Ray to buy him a pair Oi 

binoculhrs. 

At 5: 20 p.m., Hai1cs said 
Rav told him "his contact 
saicl, 'Jim, go down and, get 
a beer. I'm zoing to wasn .1,1p 
and shave and we'll go E'at. 

"Jim said he had a bet:r or 
two and was standing on the 
sidewalk at Ii: 00 or (i: Ol 

when the shot (which killed 
Dr. King) was fired. Wh~n 
he saw the gun tied to his 
suitcase, he knew someo1~e 
had been hurt and he was m 
trouble and he fied.''. .. 

Hanes said Ray 1dcnt1f1ed 
the contact as "Raoul," who 
recruited him for an illegal 
gm-running operation. 

Hanes' 'account of the co·n­
versations marked the fi:•st 
time Ray's whereabouts. :it 
the time of the King slaying 
have been rcvcc>.!('d in the 
eviclentiary hearing to deter­
mine if Ray, sentt;nccd t•) 9H 
years in priso1_1_ at;ter pl(?cl­
ing guilty to h.in~ s sla~•ing,_ 
should be grnntcd a nev. 
trial. R a y has conten?cd 

· that he wa.s • .!lr.r~'-l1FCd mto 
pleading guilty by For~man ... 

King was fata.lly_
0
_s~ot at 

6: 01 p.m. wfiifo standing _on 
the balcony of the Lorrmne 
~,1otel at 4 O 6 Mulberry, 
which is located behind the 

· rooming house on South 
Main. 

Hanes emphasized t h a t 
Ray refused to listen to ~ny 
suggestions conccrr:mg 
ouiltv pleas. "James Earl 
Rav "would never authorize 
me" to plea bargain wirh t!1e 
attorney general," . s _a I d 
Hanes. "He always ms1~ted 
on trial." 

Questioned by Asst. St~te 
Atty. G e 11 • Henry Haile, 
H a n e s discounted f<ay's 
attorneys' suggestions thr,t 
his coi1tracts with Huie, 
for ri;;hts to books . con­
cernin0 the slaying, mflu-. ,., 
encecl Rav's defense. 

"He h · a d absolutely no 
influence," ,said Hanes. "~le 
had no say-so over the tnal 
of th~ case." 

Also t12stil'yi:1g ~'e~terday 
was Arthur Hanes Jr. Both 
attorneys testified that tl:ey 

. are convinced King's slaymg 
was part of a conspiracy. 

"We reached the conclu­
sion that it had to be a con­
spiracv,'' said Hanes. Sr_. 
"We iiave kept up with it 
cince a n (~ have not run 
~ ' 1 oe across anything to c rnn,, 
our. minds." . . . 

Hanes Jr. said ·Huie was 
cont2.cted "as an~~her a.s­
pect oi the defense .. He sanl 
Huic's articles wer~ mte:1~<'d 
t ounteract. Ray s por tr a1t . 0 

c "' 1 an by the press as an 111 mm 
murderer." 

. "We felt like it was. neces-. 
Sa ... ,, . to do somethmg to 

' ·.1 t tl'e humanize the man, loge ·. 
thinking back toward _the 
middle, to make.James Earl, 

· Ray a p.~JL.?-gain," he 
said. The book contract was 
signed by the attorneys, bi_1t 
was intended to boost Ray s 
defense, said Hanes Jr. 

Both attornevs testified 
that they were prepared to 
try the case on Nov. 12, 1968, 
but were unex:1cctedlv fired 

. by Ray two days ~arlier. 

"I think w~- ,,ft.: a terrific 
chance to h .. , the case," 
said Hanes Jr. 'We were 
very disappointed when we 
were relieved." He added 
that most of the state's case 
was circumstantial and "had 
a lot of holes in it." 

Hanes Jr. said one defense 
concerned the "bush man 
theory," explaining th a t 
several witnesses were pre­
pared to testify that the shot 
came from the bushes be­
hind the rooming house, and 
not from an upstairs bath­
room window. 

He said the state located 
only two eyewitnesses who 
could furnish descriptions of 
the man who allegedly shot 

. King. One witness, Charles 
Q. Stephens, identified Ray 
b u t could be discredited, 
said Hanes .Tr. 

Stevhen's wife, Grace, the 
other witness, contradicted 

· her husband's statement and 
said the man "was diminui­
tive . . . 'wearing an Army 

. jacket," according to Han_es 
Jr. He said she was admit­
ted to a psvchiatric hospital 
shortly aftci· the slaying. 

Hanes added that t he_ 
Army jacket found in the 
trunk of Ray's car was too­
small for Ray . 

Hanes Jr. said the FBI had 
found ''huge footprints be­
hind the rooming house. We 
were going to use those, too. 
We were going to try giants 
and midgets and trolls and 

. everyone else down there 
other th a n James Earl 
Ray." • .. 

Both witnesses testified 
that Foreman spent littl~ 
time familiarizing hirnselt 
with their files, which were 
complied cl\_1!,'_~~-f.\-~- f i v e -
month invcst1gat10n. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray Testifies He Told

Attorney Of Innocence
By MICHAEL LOLLAR asked: "What didn't you tell them

and JAMES COLE (Hanes and Foremen)
James Earl Ray testified yesterday Early in his testimony, Ray was

his attorney shoul. have known he asked about a letter which he said he (Indicate page, name of
"wasn't guilty" when he confessed to wrote to Sen. James O. Eastland (D- newspaper, city and state.)
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King Miss.) shortly after his confession and

Jr. transfer to the state penitentiary at

Ray said he had told his first attor- Nashville.

ney, Arthur Hanes, that he did not Ray said he had read in the news- PAGE /
murder King and that he "assumed" papers about a possible Senate investi-

Houston attorney Percy Fereman knew gation of the King slaying, and told

he was innocent when Foreman negoti-
Eastland he "would be happy" to take

ated a guilty plea in the case. part in any Senate hearings. In the let- COMMERCIAL APPEAL

During direct examination by one of ter, Ray said: "I personally did not
shoot Dr. King, but I believe I am part-

Ray's current attorneys, James H. ly responsible for his death."
Lesar, the following exchange took The prisoner said his letter was not a MEMPHIS, TENN.
place: further admission of guilt. "I assume

Q Did Arthur Hanes ever ask you you could be involved in a crime andif you were guilty of the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. on April 4,

not have any direct knowledge of
it. I didn't have no direct knowl-

1968?
edge."A - I just told him no. When the letter was written, Ray al-

Q - Did Percy Foreman ever ask
ready had recanted his guilty plea:

you if you were guilty?
A.-He never asked me directly, but claiming he had been coerced by Fore-

man into pleading guilty. Foreman re-
sometime in the early part of February placed Hanes (whom Ray fired) on
(1969) he asked me to write out every- Nov. 18, 1963.
thing that had happened. I did, from
the time I escaped from the Missouri Eastland, chairman of the Senate Ju-
State Penitenciary until I was arrested
in London. I just assumed he read diciary Committee, said last night, "He

from that that I wasn't in that particu- (Ray) wrote me a letter. I don't
remember what was in it, but I gave it Date: 10-36-94

lar area at the time (of the slaying), to the FBI. The Judiciary Committee Edition:
and that 1 wasn't guilty."

In his evidentiary hearing before U. Author:

S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae Jr., Editor: GORDON HANNA
Ray is asking that he be allowed to Title:
withdraw his guilty plea and stand trial
for the slaying. He claims that Fore-
man pressured him into pleading guilty
in order to preserve the value of liter- Character:

ary contracts stemming from the case. or
The issues surrounding Ray's in-, Classification:

volvement in the King murder were
clouded by a ruling issued. by McRae Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
late yesterday. Under the ruling, attor- Being Investigated
neys for the state are not being allowed
to question Ray about anything which
he had not discussed with Hanes and
Foreman.

McRae's ruling followed objections
registered by .Ray's attorneys when
Asst State Atty. Gen. Henry Haile

.t 

(Mount Clipping in Space Bdow) 

,,,;JJY Testifies .He Told~- \ 
1 

Attorney Of Innocence 
By MICHAEL LOLLAR 

and JAMES COLE 
James Earl Ray testified yesterday 

his attorney shoui.' have known he 
"wasn't guilty" when he confessed to 
the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King 
J~. 

Ray said he had told his first attor­
ney, Arthur Hanes, that he did not 
murder King and that he ''assumed" 
Houston attorney Percy Fcreman knew 
he was innocent \'. i·.::ri Foreman negoti- 1 

ated a guilty pka in the case. ' 
-· During direct examination by one of 
Ray's current attorneys, James H. 

. Lesar, the foilowing exchange took 
place: , 

Q - Did Arthur Hanes ever ask you 
if you were guilty of the murder of Dr. 
Martin Luther I-Jng Jr. on April 4, 

1383? 
A - I just told him na. 
Q - Did Percy Foreman ever ask 

you if you were guilty? 
A.-He ne\·er asked me directly, but 

sometime in the early part of Feoruary 
(1960) he asked me to write out every­
thing that had happened. I did, from 
the time I escaped from the Missouri 
State Penitemiary until I v;.:is arrested 
in London .... · I just assumed he read 
from that that I wasn't in that particu­
lar area at the time (of the slaying), 
and that I wasn't guiity." 

In his evidentiary hearing before U. 
S. Dist. Judge Robert l\·1. McRae Jr., 
Ray is asking that he be allowed to 
withdraw his guilty plea and stand trial 
for the slaying. He claims that Fore- · 
man pressured him into pleading guilty 
in order to preserve the value of liter-

. ary contracts stemming from the case. 
The issues surrounding Ray's in-. 

volvement in the King murder were 
I clouded by a ruling issued. by McRae 
late yesterday. Under the ruling, attor­
neys for the state are not being aIIowed 
to question Ray about anything which 
he had not discussed with Hanes and 
Foreman. 

McRae's ruling followed objections 
_registered by •.Ray~ ,~ttorneys when . 

.,.._ Ass( State Atty. Gen. Henry Haile 
' ~ .... :\ 

asked: "What . didn't you tell them 
(Hanes and Forem--an)?" 

Early in his testimony, Ray was 
asked about a letter which he said he 
wrote to Sen. James 0. Eastland (D­
Miss.) shortly aft.er his confession and 
transfer to the state penitentiary at 
Nashville. 

Ray said he had read in the news­
papers about a possible Senate investi­
gation of the King slaying, and told· 
Eastland he "would ~ hc:,ppy" to take 
part in any Senate hearings. In the let­
ter, Ray said: "I personally did not 
shoot Dr. King, but I believe I am part­
ly responsible for his death." 

The prisoner said his letter was not a 
further a'dmission of guilt. "I assume 
you ,::ould be involved in a crime and 
n o t have any direct knowledge of 
it .... I didn't have no direct know!• 
edge." 

When the letter was written, Ray al­
ready had recanted his guilty plea:· 
claiming he had been coerced by Fore­

/ man into pleading guilty. Foreman re­
placed Hanes (whom Ray fired) on 

. Nov. i8, 1963. 

Eastland, chairman of the Senate Ju­
diciary Committee, said last night, "He 
(Ray) wrote me a letter. I don't 
remember.what W?,S in it, but I gave it 
to the FBC'llinucti_ciary Committee 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 
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Ray Says He Bought 30.06 Rifle In
Atlanta With 'Another Party's Money'

has no influence over anything like plead guilty against his will. "I didn't

that. want to drag the case out any longer,
"He told me that he did not kill Mar- because my health was deteriorating to

tin Luther King, but that he knew who a certain extent.

did. That's the way I remember it, but "And I thought if I fired Mr. Fore-

it's been a long time." man (to avoid pleading guilty) it
Ray said he was unaware that both would take another six to eight

:attorneys signed a contract with Look months."
'magazine on March 17, 1969, each

Even then, he claimed, "It was my
(agreeing to write 1,000-word articles
about the case. understanding that they were going to

A copy of the contract showed the enter a technical plea of guilty and get

magazine deal was conditioned on me out of town." He said he thought he

Ray's pleading guilty "during the week and Foreman "would go our own sepa-

of March 10." rate ways" after the plea. and, "I
In his questioning, Lesar contended could get another counsel and open the

the contract stipulation shows that the case back up on exculpatory evidence

contract "obviously"Lives drawn up be- (evidence indicating innocence)."
Under cross-examination by Haile,

Ray said he told his defense attorneys
fore Ray pleaded-guilty on March 9. about severa! elements in the
The claim would support Ray's conten- state's case against him.
tion that Foreman held a personal
stake in the guilty piea,

Among the elements:
Ray said he had argued with Fore-

man from about Feb. 13, 1969, until the That he bought a 30.06 rifle in At-

day of the guilty plea. "He was telling lanta shortly before the King slaying,
me why I should plead guilty and I was but with "another party's money."
telling him why I shouldn't."

Ray said the arguments began short- That he was in the Selma, Ala.;

ly after Foreman brought him a letter area the same time as King, but "may
describing the attorney's outlook on the have got off on the wrong road" on his
case. way from New Orleans to Atlanta.

In the letter, Foreman said he had That a city map found in an Atlan-

"spent several weeks reviewing the na- ta apartment he rented did have mark-

ture of the case" and jury sentiment in ings on it, but that the contention by
Shelby County. the prosecution is "fictitious" that

The letter said: "It my opinion there King's house and church were circled.
is a little more than a 99 per cent That on the day of the assassina-
chance of your receiving a death penal- tion he rented the room at 4221/2 South

ty verdict if your case goes to trial. Main where the state claims the fatal
Furthermore, there is a 100 per cent shots were fired,
chance of a guilty verdict." That his fingerprints may have

Asked to "elaborate" on the letter, been on the 30.06 rifle the state identi-
Ray testified, "I had kind of mixed fied as the murder weapon, but that
feelings about it. I think it was kind of there "is some question how they were
a blitz on his (Foreman's) part." still on there" when the rifle was re-A few days later, Ray said, he com-
piled a list of reasons why he felt he covered.

shouldn't plead guilty. He could recall The identity of the "other party"
only two of those reasons yesterday. Ray claims he dealt with in the pur-"I told him I thought the press could chase of the Lile, was not disclosed in
not influence everybody. I don't be-
lieve everybody believes what he reads

yesterday's hearing.

or sees on the tube." And, he said he
In a related development in the Ray

"thought we could prove that I'm not case, the U. S. Supreme Court yester-
an accurate shooter." day rejected Tennessee's efforts to

block the production of evidence that
Ray said hat-when those and other McRae has ordered into court for the

protests failed he finally agreed to

0 • 
:l1as no influe_~~O•~~r anything like 
::that. · 
: , "He told me that he did not kill Mar• 
'iin Luther King, but that he knew who 
:did. That's the way I remember it, but 
:it's been £1 long time." 
·:, Ray sa!d he was unaware Liat both 
?attorneys signed a o:mtract with L-Oo~ 
:magazine .~n March 17, 1S69, ~acn 
:agreeing to write 1,000-word articles 
:about the case. 
-·: A copy o! the contract ~h.owed the 
magazine deal was cond1t1oned on 
:Ray's pleading guilty "during the week 
bf March 10." 
~- 111 his questioning, Lesar contended 
the contract stipulation shows that the 
·contract ''obviou.s!-:il!.!J.1i2.s..,drawn up be-... , . 

fore Ray p!ea.,!-e½-,-~~y on March 9. 
· The claim would support Ray's conten­
tion tl1at Foreman held a personal 
st;i.ke in_the guilty p}e8, 

Ray said he had argued with Fore­
man from about Feb. 13, 1969, until the 
day of the guilty plea. "He was telling 
me why- I should plead guilty and 1 was 
telling him why I shouldn't." 

Ray said the arguments began short-' 
ly after Foreman brought him a letter 
describing the attorney's outlook on the 
case. 

' I 
In the letter, Foreman said he bad 

"spent several weei<s reviewing the na­
ture of the case" and jury sentiment in 
Shelby County. 

1l1e letter said: "Ii< my opinion there 
is a little more than a 99 per cent 
chance of your.!'-e-G-SW{i,g a death penal-

ty verdict lf~~ ;:ase goes to trial. 
Furthermore, there is a 100 per cent 
chance of a guilty verdict." 

Asked to "elaborate'' on the letter, 
Ray testified, "I had kind of mixed 
feelings about it. I think it was kind of 
a blitz; on his (Foreman'1') Dart." 

A few days later, Ray s·aid, he com­
piled a list of reasons why he felt he 
shouldn't plead guilty. He could recall 
only two of those rea:;;c-ns yes·,:erday. 

"1 told him I thought the press could 
not. influence everybody. I don't be­
lieve everybody belie"r:s what he reads 
or sees on the tube." And, he said he 
"thought we couid prove tl~at I'm not 
an accurate shooter." 

Ra.y said th,.t·w~;~~ ,!!Jose and other 
protests failed_1:e fina~ly _agreed to 1 

1' 

plead .guilty-_agains,t,..his will. "I didn't 
want to drag the case out any longer, 
because my health was deteriorating ·to 
a certain extent. 

"And I thought if I fired Mr. Fore­
man (to avoid pleading guilty) ... it 
would t a k e another s i x to eight 
months," 

Even· then, he claimed, "It was my 
understanding that they were going to 
enter a technical plea of guilty and get 
me out of town." He said he thought he 
and Foreman ''would go our own sepa­
rate ways" after the plea. and, "I 
could get another counsel nnd open the 
case back up on exculpatory evidence 
(evidence indicating innocence)." 

Under cross-.::)-:mfffffatlon by Haile, 
Ray said he told his defense attorneys 
aoout severa),-..!.<'.3;',~lements m tne 
state's case against hi_m. 

Among the elements: 

o That he bought a 30.06 rifle in At• 
lanta shortly before the King slaying, 
but with "another party's money." 

(ll That he was in the Selma, Ala.-, 
area the same t_ime as King, but "may 
have got off on the wrong road" on his 
way from New Orleans to Atlanta. 

@ That a city map found in an Atlan­
ta apartment he rented did have mark­
ings on it, but that the contention by 
t h e prosecution is "fictitious" that 
King's house and church were circled. 

!i .That or.,-i-!"i'e-U-ao/ of the assassina• 
tion he rented the room at 422½ South -- . ·----
Main wher.e the state claims the fatal 

. .r--~;,. ' 
shots were fired, , 

_ O That his fingerprints may' have 
been on the 30.06 rifle the state identf­
fied as the murder weapon, but that 
there ''is some question how they were. 
still on there" w11en the rifle was re­
covered. 

I • .. 
The identity of the -"other- party" 

Ray claims_ he dealt with in the pur•· 
chase of the ~ile, was not disclosed in 
yesterday's hearing. 

In a related development in t11e Ray 
case, the U. S. Supreme Court yester­
day rejected Tennessee's efforts to 
block the production of evide11ce that 
McRae has ordered into court for the· 
evict~r,tf-; .. •v ho-:-p•:~(l ~ •·----·· ~ · 
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Ray Claims Conspiracy
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1

King Slaying
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and TGM JONES
Press-Scimitor Staff Writers

James Earl Ray said on
the witness stand today

-- PAGE /
there were "other conspira-
tors" in the Martin Luther MEMPHIS PRESS
King killing but he said "I

SCIMITARwas never associated with
more than one person."

The matter came up when
Asst. State Atty. Gen. Henry
Haile continued his cross MEMPHIS, TENN.
examination of Ray.

Haile asked Ray: "Did
you tell Percy Foreman

(Ray's last lawyer who
pleaded him guilty) all of the
details of the case?

"I told him all the details
about my actions but didn't
tell him details about other
people's actions," Ray
answered.

Ray said when Foreman
first came on the case on
Nov. 12, 1968, "I would have Date: 36-94
given him all of the names Edition:
and addresses (of others) if Author: CHARLES H.
he would have asked."

Ray said, however, that by Editor: SCHNEIDER
the time Foreman got Title:
around to asking him for
names of others who might
be involved in the April 4,
1968, slaying, "he was more Character:

directly involved with Huie or
(William Bradford Huie, the Classification:

Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
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James Earl Ray said on 
the . witness stand today 
there were "other conspira­
tors" in the Martin Luther 
King killing but he said "I 
was never associated with 

. more than one persc-n." 
The matter came up when 

Asst. State Atty. Gen. Henry 
Haile continued his cross 
examination of Ray. 

Haile asked Rav: "Did 
}' o u tell Percy i:-·oreman 
(Ray's last lawyer who 
pleaded him ~uiltv_) all of the 
details of t'f-iecase?,,' . 

"I told him all the details 
about my"ac1Ions··nut didn't" 
tell him details about other 
people's actions," R ·a y 
answered. 

Ray said when Foreman 
first came on the case on 
Nov. 12, 1968, "I would have 
given him all of the names 

· and addresses (of others) if 
he would have asked." 

Ray said, howev.er, that by 
t h e time Foreman g o t 
around to asking him tor· 
names of others who miobt 
be involved in the April 

O 

4, 
1968, slaying, "he was more 
directly iny11L~~rith Huie 
(William Bradford "J!uie, the 

• 
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Alabama author of "He Slew
"What? To profit from Dr. During Ray has

the Dreamer") than Hanes King's murder?" asked portrayed himself as an er-
was." Haile. rand boy for a mysterious

Ray was referring to his person who maneuvered him
"Yes," said Ray, "Not tofirst lawyer, Arthur Hanes into the area where Dr. King

be self-righteous, but as longSr. of Birmingham, who first was killed.
instituted the book contract

as I was on those charges, Ray testified yesterdayI thought it would be bad
with Huie and whom Ray

that he had eyewitnesses
fired in favor of Foreman.

taste to get any money." who could pinpoint his
Then Ray said he did not whereabouts shortly beforeHaile asked Ray: "Did think Foreman had such the assassination.

you give him (Foreman)
any names and addresses?' "scruples," adding: "Fore- Ray admitted that he did

man's philosophy was to get not tell Hanes about the wit-
"Not all," said Ray, later all you can get." nesses. What Mr. Hanes

adding: "I didn't have any
addresses but gave him tele- U.S. District Judge Rob- wanted to find out was

ert M. McRae ruled then that where I was at 10 or 6
phone numbers."

attorneys could not jeopar- (p.m.)," said Ray.
''How many?" asked dise Ray's Fifth Amend- "I was concerned if the

Haile. ment rights which provide FBI found out about the v.it-
"Not all," said Ray, "I nesses helpful to me, they

that a person- does not have (the witnesses) would be
think I gave him

Under Haile's questioning,
to give evidence against

subject to harassment. I left

Ray said that for two or himself - and therefore they
this part out."

three months, Huie kept
could not ask Ray about Ray said he was hesitant

"pressuring" him "for anything which he had not to discuss some details
names of co-conspirators."

told his attorneys before his of his case with Hanes
guilty plea on March 10, because the attorney was

"Did you have such names 1969. a close friend of Huie, and
of the co-conspirators?" "This case has been fa- Ray said he suspected Huie
asked Haile. mous because everybody of passing information to the

"The conspirators?" asked who has ever heard of it is FBI and the prosecution.

Ray, smiling. "I don't be- an expert on whether or not Questioned a bout his
lieve I ever used that word

there was a conspiracy. movements the day of the
That's not the issue in this

'conspirators' or 'conspir- slaying, Ray hinted at the
case," said Judge McRae. conspiracy theory for the

acy.'' "Even though I believe he first time. Ray testified that
Then Ray said, "I had a

(Ray) has testified that he he was following the orders
couple of phone numbers.' did not shoot Dr. King" of "another person" but did

When pressed by Haile, Judge McRae_said "this is not identify him.
Ray said, "I was never as- not a murder trial, but a Haile led Ray through a
sociated with more than one habeas corpus proceeding. series of questions concern-

person." It is not a retrial or an ap- ing the information furnish-
Haile then asked Ray why peal from state court juris- ed to Hanes, former mayor

he advised his brother, Jer- diction, but rather a pro- of Birmingham, and
ry Ray, not to take any mon- ceeding to determine wheth- inconsistencies in Ray's
ey from Huie. Jerry Ray tes- er or not Mr. Ray's federal testimony.

tified, last week that Huie constitutional rights were vi- When asked if he told

offered him $12,000. Jerry : olated." Hanes "the whole truth,"
Ray answered, "I told Hanes

Ray said that Huie wanted
Judge McRae told the spec- the truth on everything ex-

him to get James Earl not tators: "We have two cen- cept what I left out."
to take the witness stand. tral issues here to determineHuie said if James took the Ray said he told Hanesif Mr. Ray's Sixth Amend-
stand it would ruin the sales that he had bought the gunment rights to attorney were
of the forthcoming book on later identified as the mur-

violated and whether or not.
the slaying, Jerry Ray said. der weapon, had undergone

his Fifth Amendment rights"I thought it would be ill- plastic surgery on his nose,
to due processadvised

not being and owned the car 'laterbad taste," said coerced or prompted into in- found in Atlanta.
Ray of the offer of money to
his brother. voluntarily pleading guilty, During the questioning,

were violated." Ray retraced his travels,
Ray's attorneys then rested which led from Chicago to

their case. The state was to Montreal, Birmingham,
start putting on its proof Mexico, Los Angeles, New
later today. Haile said he Orleans and then to
had subpoenaed 15 witnesses Memphis.
and that because of the "Did you tell him (Hanes)

length of the state's case, he you were in the drug smug-
did not believe the hearing gling business?" asked

would be concluded before Haile.

early next week.

Alabama author of "He Slew 
the Dreamer") than Hanes 
was.,·, ...___,, 

Ray was referring to his 
first lawyer, Arthur Hanes 
Sr. of Birmiugham, who firs: 
instituted the book contract 
with Huie and whom Ray 
fired in favor of Foreman. 

Haile asked Ray: "Did 
you give him (Foreman) 
any names and addresses?" 

"Nr.t all," said Ray, later 
adding: "I didn't have any 
addresses but gave him tele­
phc,ne numbers." 

''How many?" asked 
Haile. e--~,,, 

"Not all," said Ray, "I 

~ l . I I h" " t 11n < gaye .~lmJ?ne. 
Under Haile's questioning, 

Ray said that for two or 
three months, Huie kept 
"oressuring" him "for 
n~mes of co-conspirators." 

"Did you have such names 
of th e co-consp1rators?" 
asked Haile. 

"The conspirators?" asked 
Kdv smilia6. "l dc,n't br,­
lie\;~ I ever used that word 
'conspirators' or 'conspir­
acv.'" 

'fhen Rav said, "I had a 
couple of phone numbers.' · 

When pressed by Haile, 
Ray said, "I was never as-

sociated with more tlrnn one 
person." "--·-----·--, 

Haile then a£ked Ray why 
he advised his brother, Jer­
ry Ray, not to take any mon­
ey from Huie. Jerry Ray tes­
tified last week that Huie 
offere'd him .$12,000. Jerry 
Ray said that Huie wanted 
him to get James Earl not 
to take the witness sta,nd. 
Huie SRid if .Tames took the 
stand it would ruin the sales 
of the forthcoming book on 
the slaying, Jerry Ray 8aid. 

"I thought it woald be m­
advised ... bad taste," said 
,Ray of the offer of money to 

.his brother. ~--·'--" 

"What? To profit from Dr. 
King's murder?" ·asked 
Haile. ..---~,. 

"Yes," said Ray, "Not to 
be self-righteous, but as long 
as I was on those charges, 
I thought it would be bad 
taste to get any money." 

Then Ray said he did not 
think Foreman had such 
"scruples," adding: "Fore­
man's philosophy was to ·get 
all you can get." 

U.S. District Judge Rob­
ert M. McRae ruled then that 
-attorneys could not jeopar­
dise Ray's Fifth Amend­
ment ri 0 hts - which provide 

b .;,,.,_--.,4 

that a pei;SCJ:J.-d.es.s not have 
to give evidence against 
himself - and therefore they 
could not ask Ray about 
anything which he had not 
told his attorneys before his 
guilty plea on ?l'iarch 10, 
1869. 
. "This case has been fa­

mous · because everybody 
who has ever heard of it is 
an expert on w/1ether or not 
there was a cons1)iracy. 
That's not the issue -in this 
case," said Judge McRae. 

"Even though I believe he 
(R~y) has ~~-l,., th~t h

1
e 

did not shoot Dr. Kinn- ' 

Judge Mc~Jl.f-5-a-kl:l "this is 
not a murder trial, but a 
habeas corpus proceeding. 
It is not a retrial or an ap­
pe~11 from state court jur'is­
·diction, but rather a pro­
ceeding to determine wheth­
er or not Mr. Ray's federal 
constitutional rights were vi-· 
olated." 

. J"udge McRae told the spec­
' tators; "We have two cen­
. tral issues here to determi."'1.e 
: if Mr. Ray's Sixth _Amend-

ment rights to attorney were 
· violated and whether or not 
· his Fifth Amendment rights 
· to due process ... not being 

coerced or prompted into in­
. voluntariiy pleading guilty, 
•:.were violaLed." 

Ray's attorneys then rested 
their case. The state was to 
start putting on its proof 
later todav. Haile said he 
had subpoenaed 15 wilnesses 
and that because r.f t.he 
hngth of the state's case. he 
did not believe the hearing 
would be concluded before 
early next week. -~-----.-, 
~------ -----

During .!J.1~a-s3, Ray has 
portrayed himself as an er-

. rand boy for a mysterious 
person who maneuvered him 
into the area where Dr. King 
was killed. 

Ray testified yesterday 
that he had eyewitnesses 
who could p i n p o i n t his 
wherea houts shortly before 
the assc,ssination. 

Ray ddmitted that he did 
not tel1 Hanes about the wit-

. nesses. "IJ.That Mr. Hanes 
wante·1 w find o u t was 
where I ;ns at 10 or 6 
(p.m.) ," said Ray. 

"I was concerned if the 
FBI found out about the v;it­
ne:Sses helpful to me, they 
(the ,. witnesses) would be 
subject to harassment. I left 
this part out." · 

Ray said he was hesitant 
to discuss some details 
of his case with Hanes 
because the attorney was 
a close friend of Huie, and 
Ray said he suspected Huie 
of passing informaticn to the 
FB_I and the prnsecution. 

Questioned a b o u t h i s 
movements the day of the 
slaying, Ray hinted at the 
conspiracy theory for the 
first time. Ray testified that 
he was following the orders 
of "another person" but did 
not identify him. 

Haile led Ray through a 
series of questions concern­
ing the information furnish­
ed to Hanes, former mayor 
of Birmingham, and 
inconsistencies in R a y ' s 
testimony. 

When asked if he told 
Hanes "the whole truth," 
Ray answered, "I 1old Hanes 
the truth on everything ex­
cept what I left out." 

Ray said he told Hanes 
that he had bought the gun 
later identified as the mur­
der weapon, had undergone 
plastic surgery on his nose, 
and owned the car ·later 
found in Atlanta. 

During L h e questioning, 
Ray retracE;d his travels, 
which led from Chicago to 
Montreal, Birmingham, 
Mexico, Los Angeles, New 
Orleans a n d t h e n to 

Memphis. 
''Diel you tell him (Hanes) 

you were in the <!rug smug­
g Ii n g business?" asked 
Haile. ····---~. 
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"I told him I may have
scene)?" asked Haile.

been," said Ray. "I wasn't
certain myself." "I don't know," said Ray.

"You told him you were Ray said he rented a room
smuggling something across at 4221/2 S. Main for discus-
the border - you weren't sions with the "other
importing wheat, were party." He added that he
you?" asked Haile. bought a pair of binoculars

"I didn't think so," said on orders of the other person

Ray, smiling.
in Memphis.

Ray testified that he had Haile asked. "Did Mr.
the nose operation to apply Hames a S la you how the
for the Merchant Marine. He binoculars came to be found
said he was afraid the FBI in front of 4221/2 S. Main and

might identify him as an

escapee from Missouri its strap found in your
room?"

prison if he did not "alter
"He asked me generally if

my appearance." I had any idea and that's
Ray said he drove from when we started going over

Los Angeles to New Orlcans the hypotheses," said Ray.
in March, 1968, to meet "a "Did you tell him the truth
party." However, he said he - an hypothesis is not
learned the person had gone necessarily the truth?" said
to Birmingham. Haile.

Driving to Birmingham, "I suppose if I told him I
Ray said he became lost in didn't drop it (the gun) down
Selma, Ala. "That just hap- there, he would try. to figure
pens to be the same day Dr. out who did, said Rav.
King was there?" asked Moore testified that he aa-
Haile. vised Foreman concerning

I "I didn't know anything some Tennessee laws, and
about that, answered Ray. judged the Houston lawyer

'very competent. Moore alsoAfter meeting the "other presented a letter from
party," Ray said they drove Foreman to five law stu-
to Atlanta where they rented dents who volunteered to
a room: He denied that offi- investigate the slaying.
cers discovered a map with In the letter, Foreman
the locations of King's house said he "would welcome all
and church circled. the help I can get," but

R a y admitted he later added that no fee or contract
bought the rifle in Birming-

had been agreed to by Ray.
ham, but added, "I told him
(Hanes) I purchased the gunbut it wasn't my money. I
never did examine the weap-
on."

"Did Mr. Hanes ever ask
you how your fingerprints
o t on the rifle?" asked

Haile.
"There was not too much

question why they were on
there," answered Ray. "I
purchased There was
some question why they
were still on.it."

"How come it was found
down there (near the slaying

.\ 

"I told ~im.___L!nay have 
been," said"-l{ay. "I wasn'l 
certain myself." · 

"You told him you were 
smuggling somethin~ across 
the border - you weren't 
importing - wheat, w e r e 
you?" asked Haile. 

"I didn't think so," said 
Ray, smiling. 

Ray testified that he had 
the nose operation to apply 
for the Merchant Marine. He 
said he was afraid the FBI 
might identify him as an 
escapee f i:nm...:ci.~, Missouri 

\ prison if he did not "al1.er 
i 

my appearance." ·~ 
Ray said ·iie "cfrove from 

Los Angeles to New Orleans 
in March, 1963, ~o meet "a 
party." However, he said he 
learned the person had gone 
to Birrninghain. 

Driving to BirminPharn 
Ray said he became i~st i~ 
Selma, Ala. "That just hap­
pens to be the same day Dr. 
King was there?" asked 
Haile. _____ , 

"I didn't Inow anvthino-• b 

about that~7inswefeaRay.·-

After meeih~-g the, "other 
party," Ray said they drove 
to A_tlanta where they rented 
a room: He denied that offi­
cers discovered a map with 
the locations of King's house 
and church circled. 

R a Y admitted he later 
bought the rifle in Birmino­
ham, but added, ''I told hi~ 
(Hants) I purchased the '-"Un 

~--'~asi"f! my rnoney. J 

never did exa.mine the weap-on.,, _____ r., __ ,,, . 

"Did Mr. Hanes ever ask 
you how your fingerprints 
g o t on the rifle?" asked 
Haile. 

"Then: was not too much 
question why they were on 
there," answered Ray. "I 
purchased i t . There was 
some question w h y they 
were still onj_tl:._,,. 

"How come it was found 
down there (near the slaying ' -- - -

scene)?" asked Haile. ~---?, 
"I don't know," said Ray. 
Ray said he rented a room 

at 422½ S. Main fer discus­
sions with the "other 
parly." He added that he 

.bour;ht a pair of binoculars 
on orders of the other person 
in Memphis. 

Haile asked, "Did Mr. 
Har.es a ~-~1"" how the 
binoculars came to be found 
in front of '122½ S. Main and 

i ts strap -found in your 
room?" ·c,,-··-· .--· 

"He asked me gcm'rally :f 
I had any idea and that's 
when we started £Qin~ over 
the hypotheses," said Ray. 

';Did you tell him the truth 
- an hypothesis is n <1 t 
necessarilv the truth?" said 
Haile. · · 

"I suppose if I told him I 
didn't drop it (the gun) down 
there, he v.:mild try._, to figure 
out wl;o did,nsmcn{ay. 

Moore te::;t._j_flciL that he aa­
viscd Forcrrwn -rcncerning 
some Tennessee laws, and 
judged the Houston lawyer 
'very competent. Moore also 
presented a letter f r o m 
Foreman to five law stu­
dents who volunteered to 
investigate the slaying. 

In t h e letter, Foreman 
said he "would welcome all 
the help I can get," but 
added that nc. fee n.r contract 
had been agreed to by Ray. . 

e 
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RAY DENIES KING

ASSISSTATION
3 page, name of
per, city and state.)

PAGE /

Says Lawyer
MEMPHIS PRESS

SCIMITAR

Maneuvered MEMPHIS, TENN.

Guilty Plea
By KAY PITTMAN BLACK

And TOM JONES
Press-Scimitar Staff Writers

James Earl Ray testified
today in federal court that
he told his attorneys he did
not kill Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., but was "maneu-
vered" into pleading guilty
by his attorney, Percy Fore-
man of Houston, Texas. Date:

Ray, who began his second 29.74
day of testimony in his evi- Edition:
dentiary hearing before U.S. Author: CHARLES H.
District Judge Robert M. Editor: SCHNEIDER
McRae Jr., was asked by
James Lesar, one of Ray's

Title:
attorneys,

"Did Mr. (Arthur) Hanes
(Ray's first lawyer) ask you Character:if you were guilty of the
murder of Dr. Martin Luther or
King?" Classification:

"I just told him, 'No,''" Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
answered Ray.

"Did Mr. Foreman ever Being Investigated
ask you?" asked Lesar.

"He never asked me di-
rectly," replied Ray. "Some-
time in early February
(1969) he asked me to write
all the details of what I did
from the time I escaped
from the pénitentiary in
Missouri to the time I was
arrested.

r·o!350 (11ov, 7-l6-G3) • 
(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

By KAY PlTIIW.1-\N BLACii 
And TOil'I JONES 

Pre~s-Scimitar Staff Writers 

James Earl RRy testified 
today in federal court that 
he told his attorneys he did 
not kill Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., but was "maneu­
vered" into pleadiJJg guilty 
by his atlorn~y, Percy Fore­
man of Houston, Texas. 

Ray, who began his second 
day of testimony in his evi­
dentiary hearing b2fore U.S. 
District Judge Robert M. 
.McRae Jr., was asked by 
James Lesar, one of Ray's 
attornevs, 

"Dict" Mr. (Arthur) Hanes 
_(Ray's first lawyer) ask you 
if you were guilty of the 
mmder of Dr. Martin Luther 
King?" 

"I j.ust told him, 'No,' " 
answered Ray. 

"Diel iVlr. Foreman ever 
z,sk you?" asked Lesar. 

/ "He never asked me d.i• 
rectly," replied Ray. • 'Some­
time in early February 
(IDGD) he asked me to write 
all the details of what I did 
from the time I escaped 
from the pcniteatiarv in 
Missouri to the time i was 
arrested. ,, .. ~--.. 

r,lE:,IPHIS E1ESS 
SC DII T All 

Date: le.: - 2 /- 1/,.-/ 
Edition: 

Author: CHARLES H. 
Editor: SCHNEIDER 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: 

D Being lnvestigatrd 
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Ray said one of the letters
he wrote two days after his

"I wrote everything up Ray said Foreman "tried guilty plea was to Sen.

until the time J got arrested to give me the impression" James Eastland, D-Miss. He

in England I just assumed the jury would be stocked said he told Eastland: "I
he read that and concluded I with blacks and "chamber of personally did not shoot Dr.

wasn't in that particular commerce types." Foreman Martin Luther King, but I
area, and that I was not had earlier told him that he believe I am partly responsi-

guilty." "could preve I wasn't the ble for his death."
Ray also testified that he

shooter," said Ray. "I had Ray said, however, recall-
was unaware that Foreman the feeling this was kind of a ing the day in court when he
and Hanes had signed a con-
tract with Look Magazine

blitz on his part." pleaded guilty, that he had

objected to Foreman's state-
for articles, but that the
agreement was contingent

Ray said on Feb. 18, 1953, ments to the jury that

he signed a letter drafted by implied there was no con-
upon a guilty plea.

Although the contract was
Foreman agreeing to plead spiracy in the King killing.

signed March 17, 1969, Lesar guilty. He said there was no Ray said it seemed to him

indication on the letter that that Foreman was agreeing
contended that it was writ-
ten before Ray pleaded

Foreman had written it. with then U.S. Atty. Gen.

guilty. After he was unable to Ramsey Clark and the late

convince 'Foreman to go to FBI director J. Edgar
Ray said he was convinced trial. Ray said he agreed to Hoover that he was the

that his guilty pleas was a modifying his literary con- "lone nut" who killed King.
"technical' move which tract with Foreman. He said Ray earlier testified today

Foreman agreed to settle for that he was having "some
would enable him to fire

$165,000 if a guilty plea were trouble" with his eyesight at
Foreman. "It was my dis- entered. An earlier contract the time of the slaying of
(inct impression that the entitled Foreman all royal- Dr. King, and that this
plea would be some kind of ties, from motion pictures would be used in his defense
technical plea to get me out and books.
of town," he added. if he gets a new trial. The

Rav said he hoped that by state contends that King
Ray said Foreman first modifying the contract, he was shot from a distance of

mentioned the idea of plead- would later have enough about 270 feet.
ing guilty in a Feb. 13, 1969, money to hire another law-

Ray said that after his es-
letter. In the letter, Foreman yer. Ray said the new con-
wrote: cape from the Missouri State

tract contained a provision Penitentiary, he had his eyes''I have spent several that Ray would not create checked by a doctor in Birm-
weeks reviewing the nature any "embarrassing circum-

ingham, and was given
of the case the state of stances" in court. glasses to wear
Tennessee has against you. I
have surveyed jury senti- Ray said he felt he could "temporarily."

Speaking of the possibility
ment in this county and jury not fire Foreman before the

of a new trial, Ray said
verdicts in other recent hearing because the late

there was some discussion
cases. Criminal Court Judge Pres-

ton Battle had warned him between Ray and Hanes that

against another change of "the condition of my eyes
"In my opinion, there is would be relevant."

little more than a 99 per cent torneys.
chance of your receiving the Ray testified that two days King was said by the gov-
death penalty verdict if you after pleading guilty on ernment to have been shot

go to trial. Furthermore, March 10, 1969 he wrote let- while standing on the balco-

there is 100 per cent chance ters repudiating the plea and ny of the Lorraine Motel and

of a guilty verdict. Neither I suggesting that he "could be that the shot was fired from

nor any other lawyer can involved in some type of a bathroom window at the

change the overwhelming crime and not be aware of back of a rooming house,

evidence that has been it." overlooking the motel.

assembled against you." "I suppose the people who Ray did not elaborate on

manufactured the rifle could his eyesight statement.
Ray said in earlier conver- Meanwhile, in Washington,

sations with Foreman, "I to some extent be held re-
told him it (suilty plea) was sponsible although they did- the Supreme Court today re-

ridiculous. The state was n't have direct involve- jected Tennessee's efforts to

ment," he said. block production of evidence
relying on mostly circum- in the current evidentiary
stantial evidence. The most "Did you assume the rifle
the state could get me on found on South Main was

hearing for Ray.

was aiding and abetting." used to kill King?" asked Ray, who is serving a 99-

Lesar. year sentence, claims the
"I didn't make no strong plea was forced on him by

assumption in that area," Foreman so that Foreman
said Ray. could profit from a book

about the killing. Ray
said a trial would have

publicized more information
about the case and reduced

"! wrQ.~c...,...e.i.vi:;ything up 
1;1ntil the tune I go;: arrested 
111 England .. I just a,:sumed 
he read that and concluded I 
wasn't in that particular 
area, and that I was not 
guilty." 

Ray als,o t2stified that he 
was unaware 1hat Foreman 
and Hanes had signed a con­
tract \\ith Look .Maga;;ine 
for articles, but that the 
agreement was contingent 
upon a guilty pica. 

Although the contract was 
· signed March 17, ]~69, Lesar 
contended that it was writ• 
t ~ n bef c-re R a y pleaded 
gmlty. 

Ray said he was convinced 
that his guilty pleas was a 
'_'_!~clmical •~v"" e which 

~ould enql)k__bim. to -r"ire 
:.ore~an. "It was my dis­
ctnct impression that th e 
plea would be some kind of 
technical plea to '-et me out 
of town," he added. 

Ray_ said Foreman first 
~enti~ned the idea of plead­
mg guilty in a Feb. 13, 1969, 
ietter. Jn the letter, Foreman 
wrote: 

' ' I have spent several 
weeks reviewing th? nature 
of t h e case the state of 
Tennessee has against yGu. I 
~ave surveyed jurv senti­
;nent_ in .thi_s county and jury 
1erd1cts l!1 other recent 

cases. · 

a.In my .opinion, there is 
tittle more than a 99 per cent 
~hance of your receiving the 
aeath penalty verdict if you 
go to trial. Furthermore, 
.~here is 100 per cent chance 
of a guilty verdict. Neither I 
nor any other lawyer can 
change th e overwhelminP' 
:evidence t h a t h a s bee; 
assembled against you." 
· Ray said in earlier conver­
sations with Foreman "I 
t 1-' 1 . . , °:·': rnn 1t (!:>uilty plea) was 
nd1cuJous. The state was 
relying on mostlv circurn­
st2 ntial evidence. ·The most 
the state cot i! d c:et me on 
was aiding~and abe'tting." 

• 
Ray said, Fnreman "tned 

to give me theJmfJression" 
the jury would be stocked 
with blacks and "ch,1rnber of 
commerce types." Foreman 
had earlier told him that he 
"could prove I wasn't the 
shooter," said Ray. "I had 
the feeling this was kind of a 
blitz on his part." 

Ray said on Feb. 18, 19S3, 
hP. sir.mer! a letter drafted by 
Foreman agreeing to plead 
guilty. He said there was no 
indication on the letter that 
Foreman had written it. 

After hf' was unable to 
convince 'foreman to go to 
trial. Ray said he agreed to 
modifvinrr his literarv con­
tract {vith Foreman. He said 
Foreman agreer! to ~ettle for 
$165,000 if a· guilty plea were 
entered. An earlier contract 
entitlerl Foreman all roy:tl­
ties, from motion pictures 
and books. 

Rav said he hoped that by 
modifying the contract, he 
would later have enou:?h 
money to hire ,mother law­
yer. Ray said the new con­
tract contained a provision 
that Ray would not create 
qny "embarrassing circum­
stances'' in court. 

Ray said he felt he could 
not fire Foreman before the 
hearing because t h e late 
Criminal· Court Judge Pres­
ton Battle· had warned him 
"'t;ainst another change of .· 
· :orneys. 

Ray testified that two days 
a it er pleading guilty on 
March 10, 1%.B .... h.e ... ,wrote let­
ters repudiating the plea and 

~uggesting_~~- "could be 
m~olved in some type of 
crime and not be aware of 
it." 

"I suppose the peep!~ who 
manufactured rhe rifle could 
to some extent be held re­
sponsible although they did­
n't have direct involve­
ment," he said. 

"Did you assume the rifle 
fcund on South Main was 
used to kill King?" asked 
Lesar. 

"I didn't 
assumption 
said Ray. 

' 

moke no stron<> 
in that area i'i r------:: , 

Ray sai~~on,e..o.Lt.he letters 
he wrote two days after his 
guilty plea w a s to Sen. 
James Eastland, D-Miss. He 
said he told Eastland: "I 
.personally did not shoot Dr. 
Martin Luther King, but I 
believe I am partly responsi­
ble for his death." 

Ray said, however, recall­
ing the day in court when he 
pleaded guilty, that he had 
objected to Foreman's state­
ments to t h e j u r y that 
implied there was no con­
· spiracy in the King killing. 
Ray said it seemed to him 
that Foreman was agreeing 
with then U.S. Atty. Gen. 
,Ramsey Clark and the late 
F B I director J. E d g a r 
Hoover that he w a s the 
"lone nut" who killed King. 

Ray e2.rlier testified today 
that he was having "some 
trouble" with his eyesight .at 
the time of the slaying of 
Dr. King, and that this 
would be used in his defense 
if he gets a new trial. The 
state contends that King 
was shot [rom a distance of 
2.b811t 2i0 feet. 

Ray said that after his es­
cape from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary, he had his eyes 
checked bv a doctor in Birm­
ingham, a n d w a s given 
g I a s s e s to w e a r 
"temporarily." 

Speaking of the possibility 
of a new trial, Ray said 
there was some discussion 
between Rav and Hanes that 
''the condition of my eyes 
would be relevant." 

King was said by the gov­
ernment to have been shot 
while standing. on the balco­
nv of the Lorraine Motel and 
that the shot was fired from 
a bathroom window at the 
back of a rooming house, 
overlooking the motel. . 

Ray did not elaborate on 
his eyesight statement. 

Me·anwhile, in Washington, 
the Supreme Court today re­
jected Te;rnessee's efforts to 
block production of evidence 
in the current evidentiary 
hearing for Ray.· 

Ra~,, who is scrvir_ig a 9!l­
vear .sentence, cl,ums the 
plea was forced on him by 
Foreman so that Foreman 

· could profit from a book 
ab o u t the killing. Ray 
s a id a trial would have 
publicized more information 

· about the C"ase ,rnrl reduced 
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After the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals ordered the who along with his father,
current hearing into Ray's Hugh Stanton, was appointed

charges, Judge McRae by Judge Battle to assist

granted motions to bring into Foreman in prepara-

court a great deal of evi- tion of the Ray case, testi-

dence, including correspond-
fied last week that his father

ence of Foreman and Wil- had first discussed the possi-
liam Bradford Huie, author bility of a guilty plea with
of the book "He Slew the former Atty. Gen. Phil

Dreamer.'" Canale in December.

The state asked the Su- In February, Ray testified,
preme Court to vacate Foreman visited him at
McRae's orders on the Shelby County Jail and
ground that they are showed him "about 10 or 12
"unwarranted invasions of pictures" that he wanted
individual and corporate Ray to identify
privacy." Ray's attorneys have con-

tended that Ray did not
Ray was in his second day know he was coming to

on the stand today in the Memphis to participate in a
second week of the eviden- shooting, but instead thought
tiary hearing before Judge he was here to buy guns and
McRae, and he was still was accompanied by a mys-
being examined by Lesar. terious man known to them
Ray started testifying Fri- only as "Raoul.'
day. Ray said he "got the im-

As he did Friday, Ray con- pression" that Foreman
tinued his discussion of the wanted him to identify the

events that preceded his pictures of the individuals -
guilty plea. "the majority of the individ-

Ray fired Hanes and Fore- uals were of Latin origin,"
man took over the case on said Ray without for the
Nov. 12, 1968. Ray said he government.
only saw Foreman "three or
four times" between Novem- "I got the impression he

ber and January, but main- wanted me to identify one of
tained that Foreman as late those individuals as the per-
as February, 1969, was still son who shot Martin Luther

readying for trial of the King I told him (Fore-
case. man), for several reasons, I JAMES EARL RAY

didn't want to get involved

Ray said that around Jan. in that type of operation.
3. he read an article in a They would put me as a
Memphis newspaper indicat- state's witness said
ing that the possibility of a 7

Ray.
guilty plea was being
discussed.

I asked Mr. Foreman
about it, I thought the story
probably came from the
state, and Mr. Foreman said
to forget it, it didn't mean

anything," said Ray.
Shelby County Atty. Gen.

Hugh Stanton Jr., formerly
assistant public defender,

After the 6th J,$. Circ~it'" 
Court of Appeals ordered the 
current hearing into Ray's 
ch a r g es, Judge :VlcRae 
granted motions to bring into 
court a great deal of evi­
dence, including correspond­
ence of Foreman and Wil­
li am Bradford Huie, author 
of the bo0L: "He Slew the 
Dreamer. " 

The state asked the Su­
preme Court to vacate 
McRae's orders on the 
ground t h a t ~ h e y a r e 
"unwarranted invasions of 
individual and corporate 
privacy." 

Rav was in his second dav 
on the stand today in the 
second week of the eviden­
tia1y hearir7 before Judge 
McRae, and· ht ·.vas still 
bei,1g examined by Lesar. 
Ray started testifying Fri ­
day. 

As he did Friday, Ra y con­
tinued his discussion of the 

events that preceded h i s 
gui lty piea. 

Ray fired Hanes and Fore­
man took over the case on 
Nov. 12, 19G8. R~v said he 
only saw Foreman ·" three or 
four times" bct\,·een No\'em­
ber and January, but main­
tained that Foreman as late 
as February, 1869, \\'as still 
readying f o r trial of the 
case . 

Ray said that around Jan. 
3, he read an a:·ticle in a 
Memphis newspa oer indicat­
ing tha t the possibility of a 
guil ty p I ea w a s being 
di scussed . 

' ' I ask-..-:! 1 Ir. foreman 
about it , l thought the :tory 
probably came from the 
state. and Mr. Foreman said 
to fo rget it, it didn't mean 
anything," said Ray. 

Shelby County Atty. Gen. 
Hugh Stanton Jr., formedy 
assistant patrttc---\iefcnder, 

who along,..J0.J:ll.>.i.s father , 
Hugh Stanton. was appointed 
by Judge Battle to assist 
F o r e m a n i n prepara­
tion of the Ray case. testi­
fied last week th:=tt his father 
had first discussed the possi­
bility of a guilty plea with 
form':!r Atty. G P n . Phil 
Canale m December. 

1n February, Ray testified. 
Foreman vi sited h 1 m at 
Shelby County Jc:iJ and 
showed him "about J.O or 12 · 
pictures" that he v-•anted 
Ray to identify 

Ray's attorneys have con­
tended that R a y did not 
know he w a s coming to 
:VTemphis to participate in a 
shooting. but instead thought 
he was here to buy guns and 
was accompanied bv a mys­
terious man known· to them 

cnly as "Raaul." · 
Ray said he •· got the im­

pression" t h a t Forem,in 
\\'an ted him to identify the 
pictures of the individu.als •­
"the majority of the individ­
uaL were of Latin orif?in,'' 
said Ray - fer the 
go\·ernment. 

· "I got the impression he 
wanted me to identifv one of 
those individuals as the per­
son who shot Martin Luther 
King . . . I told him (Fore­
man), for several reasons. I · 
didn't want to get involved 
in that type of cperation. 
They woulct put 111e as a 
state's witness . .. ' ' said 
Ray. .~-·~ 

r;~~~•,•;•:.·'°'_·'·~rr::~·r,r~~,.y~ 
·\ . . 

JAMES EARL RAY 
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Ray Blames Publishing
Contracts For Weak Defense

By MICHAEL LOLLAR (Indicate page, name of
and JAMES-COLE newspaper, city and state.)

James Earl Ray took the witness
stand in federal court yesterday and
described how publishing contracts

hamstrung his defense in the death of
- PAGE 1

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Although Ray testified for more than

two hours, he was never asked by his COMMERCIAL APPEAL

attorney about events immediately sur-

rounding the April 4, 1968, assassina-
tion of King nor was a conspiracy men- MEMPHIS, TENN.

tioned.

Ray was particularly critical of Ala-
bama author William Bradford Huie.
He claimed Huie was disclosing inside

information that undermined his de-
fense.

Before Ray entered a guilty plea in
the King death in Criminal Court, Huie
negotiated contracts to publish a book

giving Ray's exclusive story of the
assassination.

Ray said he assumed his part of the
money from the sale of Huie's book Date: Oct.26, 1974
and magazine articles would be used to Edition:
pay for his defense. Author:

"It appeared I was being a state's
witness against myself for a few dol-

Editor: GORDON HANNA

lars," he said. Title:

Ray, who was extradited from Eng-
land on July 19, 1968, said he wrote a
letter to attorney Arthur Hanes of Bir- Character:
mingham, Ala., about handling the
case for him. At the time Ray was

or

being held in a London jail. Classification:
He said when he first met Hanes, the Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

attorney had him sign a publishing con-
tract. Under the contract, Hanes was Being Investigated
to receive 40 per cent of the proceeds.
Ray said Huie's name was not men-
tioned until later.

"Mr. Hanes recommended 1 drop the

FP-350 (J\cv, 7-16-53) 

,, .... 
.. 

• 
(Moun! Clippin·g in Spac., D<elow) 

By MICHAEL LOLLAR 
and ,J,'ifvIBS--COLE 

James Earl Ray took the witness 
~tand in federal court yesterday and 
described h ow publishing contracts 
l1amstrung his defense in the death of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Although Ray testified for more than 
: two hours, he was never asked. by hi3 
· attorney about events immediately sur­

rounding the April 4, lSGS, assassina­
tion of King nor was a conspirncy men­
tioned. 

Ray was pattrcmarly1 critical of Ala­
bama author William B:.-2.dford Hu:e. 
He claimed Huie' was disclosing inside 
information that undermined his de­
fense. 

Before Ray entered a guilty plea in 
i,,. the King death -i,rerimiMl Court, Huie 

\, negotiated contracts to publish a book 

giving Ray's exclusiYe story of the 
assassination. .,_, 

Ray said he assumed his part of the 
money from the sale of Huie's book 
and magazine articles would be used to 
pay for his defense. 

"It appeared I was being a state's 
witness against myself for a few dol­
lars," he said. 

Ray, who was extradited from Eng­
land on July 19, 19G§, said he wrote a 
letter to attorh·ey ·Arctii.1r Hanes of Bir- · 
mingham, Ala,, about handling the 
case for him. At the time Ray was 
being held in a London jail. 

He said when he first met Hanes, the 
attorney had him sign a publishing con• 
tract. Under the contract, Hanes was 
tt1 receive 40 per cent of the proceeds. 
Ray said Huie's name was not men­
tioned until later. 

"Mr. Hanes recommended I drop the_ 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state,) 

- PAGE ,i 

- COMMERCIAL APPE.'l .. L 

- MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Date: {)e, f. Z ~, /11\./ 
I 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: GORDON HANNA 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting Office: MEhlPHIS 

D Being Investigated 
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appeal (01 the extradition ruling) and

return to the United States He just

said he thought I ought to come back

and face the charges."

Attorney James Lesar showed Ray a

letter dated July 8 from Huie to Hanes

outlining the terms of the book con-

tract. One provision of the terms re-

quired Ray's return to the United

States before any advance payments

would be made to Hanes and Ray.

Ray's present attorneys are seeking

to prove their client was deprived of

adequate legal counsel, first from
Hanes and later from attorney Percy

Foreman of Houston, before Ray plead-

ed guilty to the King slaying March 10,

1969, in Criminal Court.

Ray said he first became irritated

with Huie when he saw the author on

television being interviewed outside the

meeting room of the Shelby County

Grand Jury.
"He was on TV and someone asked

James Earl Ray

how many people were involved in the course, they treated the prosecution in

King murder and I think he raised glowing terms and described Hanes as

three or four fingers.
a KKK (Ku Klux Klan) lawyer or

something. And I thought that type of

Ray said he was unaware of a con- thing might influence the juries.

tract, dated Nov. 20, 1969, that Huie Ray claimed that in early November

signed with Dell Publishing Co., Inc. his brother, Jerry Ray, had a discus-

Under its terms, no sale proceeds could sion with Huie in Alabama about the

be used for Ray's defense. impending trial, which was originally

"I didn't know that, just a suspicion. scheduled for Nov. 12.

I didn't know the contract was in exist- He said his brother reported to him

ence," Ray said. that Huie warned that Ray should not

In that contract the proposed title for take the witness stand at the trial.

Huie's book was "They Slew the

Dreamer." When Huie published his "My brother told me that Huie told

book in 1970, it was entitled, "He Slew him if I did take the witness stand in a

the Dreamer." trial, it would probably destroy his

Ray said he thought pretrial publici- book or something like that. It would

ty of his trial harmed his case. all be published in the newspaper be-

"Well, it was such a massive scale. fore he could publish the book."

One example, I think the day before I
Ray said his brother suggested dur-

was going on trial, I believe on Nov. 12
ing that conversation that he change

or on Nov. 10- article come out

in The Commercial Appeal and, of (Continued on Page 3)

• 
appeal (ot the e:tradition ruling) and 

return to tht Ui'.:•c0 States . . . \·le ju t 

said he thought I ou;,ht to come back 

and face the char;_.;es ." 

Attorney James Lesar showed Ray a 

letter dated July 8 [rom Huie to Hanes 

outlining the terms of the book con­

tract. One p ovision of the terms re- 1 

quired Ray's return to t h c United 

States bclo. t! any act ·ancc J'J ·ments 

,,ould be made to Jbnes and RJ._' . 

Ray' s present atLOrncys ,u-c scekinl!, 

t 'l prove their client was deprived oi 

adequate legal counsel, fir:;t f r o 111 

Hanes and later irom at:orncy Percy 

foreman of Houston, be ·o1 c Ray plead· 

ed guilty to the !:ir.2. "1.,aying !\larch 10, 

1%9, in Criminal Court. 

Ray said he firs t became irritated 

wi th Huie when he s w the author on 

television being interviewed outside the 

meetin" room n' the Shelby County 

Grand 
0

Jury. -~ 

· 'He was on TV and someone a ked 

how many people were involved in the· 

King murder . ..,l.Od_-l think he rai. ed 

three or four fingers ." 

Ray said he was unaware of a con• 

t ract, d,, ed • 10v. 20 , l~'i9, that Huie 

signed \\itn Dell Publishing Co., Inc. 

l'nd 0 r it-- trrms. no sale proceeds could 

be used for Ra ·'s defense. 

"I didn't know that, just a suspicion. 

1 didn't know the contract was in exist· 

ence," Ray said. 
In that conu:.:.i.dJ.'.1~ proposed title for 

Huie's book \ · a s "They Slew the 

Dreamer." When Huie published his 

book in 19i0, it was entitled, "He Slew 

the Dreamer." 
Ray said he thought pretrial publici· 

tv of his trial banned his case. 

- "Well, it v;as such a massi e scale. 

One example, 1 think the day before 1 

was going on trial, I believe on Nov. 12 

or on ov . 10-, :. lo!lg~.articlc come out 

i.1 The Commercial ppeal and, of 

James Earl Ray 

course, thcy-tteer~d ~he prosecution in 

glowing term5 and described Hanes as 

a l 'KK (Ku Klux Klan) lawyer or 

~omething. And I thought that type of 

til ing might influence the juries. 

Ray claimed that in early November 

his brother, Jerry Ray , had a discus­

sion with Huie in Alabama about the 

;mpenuill~ t,·tal, ·::h:ch was originally 

sche u\cd for 10v. 12. 

He aid his brother reported to him 

that Huie warned that Ray should not 

take the wicness stand at the trial. 

":\Iv brother told me that Huie told 

him if I did take the witness stand in a 

trial, it would probably destroy his 

book or something like that. It would 

all be published in the newspaper be· 

fore he could publish the book." 

Ray said his brother suggested dur­

ing that conYersation that he change 

(Continued 'onT>ag~ 3) / 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray's Brothers Describe
Huie, Foreman Efforts

(Continued from Page 1) Throughout Ray's testimony before
U. S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae,

lawyers and mentioned Percy (Indicate page, name of
the convicted assassin spoke calmly newspaper, city and state.)

Foreman. but firmly."I didn't know if legally I could
change attorneys at that date (Nov. He was dressed in the same dark,
10), SO I just told him to forget about it. faintly pin-striped suit he had beenI will go ahead to trial with Hanes and PAGE 3

wearing throughout the four-day-oldsee what happens." hearing. But for the first time Ray
Ray said he never had any first-hand wore a tie.

communication with Foreman before The proceedings are scheduled to re-
the Houston attorney showed up at the COMMERCIAL APPEAL

sume Tuesday morning when Ray will
Shelby County jail a day or two before continue his testimony. The court will
the trial date Nov. 12. be closed Monday for Veterans Day.Asked what Foreman said about Ray's testimony followed that of his MEMPHIS, TENN.
Hanes' ability to defend the case, Ray brothers, John and Jerry. John, a 41-
replied, "Well, he said I probably year-old former tavern operator serv-
would be barbecued. That's his talk of ing an 18-year sentence for bank rob-
the electric chair, I suppose bery, and Jerry, a 39-year-old night

watchman, both testified that Foreman"I think from there I asked how he tried to enlist them in efforts to con-
would finance the case, and I believe vince Ray he should plead guilty. Both
he said he would wait until the trial said they refused.
was over and then make some >Jerry, who has served a prison term
rangement with the book writer for armed robbery, said that Huie, too,

"And I asked what his fee would be, applied pressure to him, asking him
and he said $150,000, and that that "to keep James off the witness stand."
would cover the appeals and every- Jerry Ray said Huie sent him a
thing." round-trip airplane ticket to Huntsville,

Ray said Foreman then inquired Ala., in October, 1968. "I went down
about the white Mustang, identified by there to see him about Nov. 13, 1968. I Date: Oct. 1974
the prosecution as Ray's getaway car, remember he had a bottle of Jack Dan- Edition:
and the 30.06 rifle identified as the iels whisky with him."
murder weapon, being used as collater- Author:
al for a retainer fee. During their conversation, he said, Editor: GORDON HANNA

"And I told him the Mustang, that I "Huie told me his book would be public Title:
had some collateral in the Mustang and knowledge (before publication) ifI could probably claim it, but I didn't James had to testify Then he
know about the rifle. There is a ques- wouldn't have no book.
tion of ownership on it," Ray said with "He requested that after I leave Character:

faint smile. Huntsville that I go down and see or
Ray said he signed over an interest James and tell him I didn't think he

in the car and rifle to Foreman the Classification:
should get on the stand."

next day and wrote a letter edited by Jerry Ray said Huie told him the Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
Foreman discharging Hanes as his de- original three-way book contract. with

Huie, Hanes and Ray provided that Being Investigatedfense attorney.

. , • 
(Mount Clipping in Spece Below) 

Rats Brothers Describe-' 
· Huie, Foreman Efforts 

(Continued from Page l) 

lawyers an d · mentioned P er c y 
Foreman .. 

· "I didn't know if legally I could 
· change attorneys at that date (Nov. 

10), so I just told him to forget about it, 
I will go ahead to t1ial with Hanes and 
see what ·happens." 

Ray said he never had any first-hand 
communication with Foreman before 
the Houston attomey showed up at the 
Shelby County jail a day or two before 
the trial date Nov. 12. 

Asked what Foreman said about 
.Hanes' ability to defend the case, Ray 
replied, "Well, he said I probably 
would be barbecued. That's his talk of 
_the ekctric chair, I ~uppus6 ... 

Throughout Ray's testimony before 
U. S. Dist. Judge Robert M. McRae, 
the convicted assassin spoke calmly 
but firmly. 

He was dressed in the same dark, 
faintly pin-striped suit he had been 
wearing throughout the four-day-old 
hearing. But for the first time Ray 
wore a. tie. 

The proceedings are scheduled to re­
sume Tuesday morning when Ray will 
continue his testimony. The court will 
be closed Monday for Veterans Day. 

Ray's testimony foilowed that of his 
brothers, John and Jerry. John, a 41-
year-old former tavern operator serv­
ing an 18-year sentence for bank rob­
bery, and Jerry, a :J9-yeur-old night 
watchman, both testified that Foreman 

"I think from there I asked how he ,ried to enlist them in efforts to con-
_would finance the case, anil I believe vince Ray he should plead guilty. Both 
,he said he would wait until the trial said thev· ref11sect. 
·was over· and then make some ... ar.a..__yJerry; who has served a prison term 
.,rangement with the book writer . . • for armed robbery, said that Huie, too, 
f. "And I asked what his fee would be, applied pressure to him, asking him 
· and he said $150,000, and that that "to keep James off the witness stand." 
:would cover the appeals and every- .Jerry Ray said Huie sent him a 
thing." round-trip airplane ticket to Huntsville, 

:, Ray said Foreman then inquired Ala., in October, 1968. "I went down 
about the white Mustang, identified by there to see him about Nov. 13, 1968. I 
,the .prosecution as Ray's getaway car, remember he had a bottle of J-a.ck Dan-
:and the 30.06 rifle identified as the iels whisky with him." 
:murder weapon, being used as collater­
al for a retainer fee. 
'. "And I told him the :'.\1ustang, that I 
Jhad some collateral in the Mustang and 
:1 could probably claim it, but I didn't 
::lmow about the rifle. There is a ques• 
.-:tion of ownership on it," Ray said with 
:.la faint smile. 
':, Ray said he signed over an interest 
Jn the car and rifle to Foreman the 
·:next day and wrote a letter edited by 
·,Foreman discharging Hanes as his de­
jense 'attumey: 
f.• 

During their conversation, he said, 
"Huie told me his book would be public 
knowledge (before publication) · if 
James had to testify ... Then he 
wouldn't have no book. 

"He requested that after I leave 
Huntsville that I go down and see 
James and tell hirn I didn't think he 
should get on the stand." 

Jerry Ray s1"id Huie t0ld him t~e 
original three-way book £9.~!~- with 
Huie, Hanes and }{ay prov1aea that 

(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

.... 
- PAGE .5 

- COMUEHC IAL APPEAL 

__ MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Date: Oc..i·. Z.c,,
1 

/'i71-/. 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: GORDON HANNA 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Submitting OHlce: ME11PH1S 

D Being Investigated 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Jerry Ray

"every time Arthur Manes would get
money James would, too. But he said
Hanes had had the contracts changed
SO that he'd get the first $40,000 or $50,-

000 before James got any."
Jerry testified Huie then offered him

$12,000 and restoration of the original
contract if he or other members of the

Ray family would persuade Ray not to

testify.

I ,. 

., 

Jerry Ray 

"f.very time 1\rrtmrrlanes would get 
money J ames would. too. But he said 
Hanes had had the contracts changed 
so that he'd get Lhe first $4J,OOO or $50 ,-
000 before James got any." ' 

Jerry testified Huie then offered him 
$12,000 and restoration of the original 
contract if he or other members of the 
R::-y family would persuade Ray not to 
testify. <--· 
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W Readyto Testil
Bid for New Uria
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newspaper, city and state.)
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MEMPHIS PRESS

Testimony
SCIMITAR

By TOM JONES
and KAY PITTMAN BLACK MEMPHIS, TENN.

Press-Scimiter Staff Writers

James Earl Ray prepared
to take the witness stand in
Federal Court today in his
bid for a new trial in the
slaying of Martin Luther
King.

Ray was preceded on the
stand by two brothers in the
attempt to prove that Hous-
ton lawyer Percy Foreman
forced him into the guilty
plea which brought him a
life sentence in the slaying.

Jerry Ray, the second of Date: 10-25-71
the two brothers to testify, Edition:
said Alabama author Wil-
liam Bradford Huie asked Author: CHARLES H.
him to tell James Earl not Editor: SCHNEIDER
to take the stand in his own Title:
defense at his 1969 murder
trial because such action
would hurt the sale of Huje's
book, "He Slew a Dreamer." Character:

Jerry Ray, formerly of St. or

Louis and now living in Illi- Classification: 14.98)
nois, was called as the 17th Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
witness in the Federal Court
evidentiary hearing for Ray, Being investigated
who is serving a 99-year pris-
on sentence for the April 4,
1968 slaying of King.

Huic, of Hartselle, Ala.,
had entered into a three-way
contract with himself. Ray's
lawyers and Ray sharing
the profits from the Huie
book.

ro-.1.50 (H,:v, 7-16-53) • 
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James Earl Ray prepared 
to ta;;c: tltL: h-it1,es~ ~t,n1ci in 
Federal Court todav in his 
bid for a new ·trial in the 
slaying of Martin Luther 
King .. 

Ray was preceded on the 
stand by iwo brothers •in the 
attempt' to prove that Hous­
ton lawyer Percy Foreman 
forced him into the· guilty 
plea which brought bim a 
life sentepcc in the slaying. 

Jerry Ray, the second of 
the two brothers to testify, 
said Alabama author Wil­
liam Bradford Huie asked 
him to tell James Earl not 
to take the stand in his own 
defense at his lSGfl murder 
trial because rnch action 
would hur: the sale of Hui.3's 
book, "He Slew a Dreamer." 

Jerry Ray, formerly of St. 
Louis and now living in Illi-
110is, was called as the 17th 
witness in the Federal Court 
evide.ntiary hearing for Ray, 
who is sci-Ying a 99-year pris­
on sentence for the April 4, 
1968 slaying of Ki:1g. 

Huie, oi Hartselle, Ala., 
had entered into a three-"lvay 
contract 1.vith himself. E:iy's 
lawyers llncl Ray sharing 
the profits frum tha Huje 
bcoh:. <-•··--.,_.,,, 

• 
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Jerry Ray -Lay's other
brother, John, now serving

Jerry Ray said Foreman "Did Jimmy ever talk
indicated üntilearly March

time on bank robbery
about leaving the country?"

that he was ready to go to asked Haile.
charges in an Illinois prison, trial. "He could have - he men-
testified, however, that Ray "Then he came to my sis- tioned South America anddid not get any of the book ter's house in Missouri and
profits.

Rhodesia," replied John
met with all of us in the Ray. "I don't never know
family and tried to get us to why he talked about it."

Ray's initial trial date was talk James into changing his
set for Nov. 12, 1968. Arthur Haile then asked the wit-

plea to guilty. He showed us
Hanes Sr. of Birmingham,

ness if he had not told the
a letter James had written

Ala., was his attorney at the
FBI that James Earl Rayhim listing 10 reasons why

time. had admired Rhodesia's
James didn't want to plead

Jerry Ray testified that segregationist government.
guilty.Huie told him to tell James "The first reason don't

"I might have told the FBI
Earl Ray not to take the remember the others - was anything," he said.

stand because Ray's story that he was not guilty," said Speaking quickly and
would become public knowl- Jerry Ray. "He said that if
edge and he "wouldn't have

mumbling some of his testi-
James didn't change his plea

a book." mony, John Ray testified to
he would either get a hung his own criminal history, but

Jerry Ray said Huie "sug- jury or would burn. None of
gested I get from James

added, "I will plead guilty to
us had any intention of

names of others involved in
about anything if I'm guilty

trying to get him to change of it."the crime so they could have his plea."
them arrested and have the However, he denied that

Jerry Ray said four or five
arrests correlated with the

he had "a long criminal
days before Ray changed his

date of the publication of the
history." Presently serving

plea on March 10, 1969, Huie
book." 18 years in prison on being

called him in St. Louis and

Recalling his meetings
told him "to get to Memphis. an accessory to a bank rob-

with Foreman after the The case is over." bery, John Ray said he had
earlier entered guilty plea to

Texas lawyer took over the Another of Ray's brothers, grand larceny.
case, Jerry Rav said Fore- John Larry, said that two "Did you attempt a jail
man told him "it would be days before pleading guilty break?" asked Haile.

the easiest case he had ever to the slaying, James Earl "I never was convicted of
had to try in his life. Ray said he was opposed to jail break," answered John

"Mr. Foreman was always the plea. Ray.
bragging about the people he John Ray, being question- "You didn't make it," said

got off. He told me about one ed by Asst. State Atty. Gen. Haile. "They got you as you
woman he represented who Henry Haile, said he visited were going out the window

shot her husband and left the his brother in the Shelby with the rope."
house. Then she got to think- County jail March 8, 1968,

ing that she might not really two days before the guilty John Ray smiled and
have killed him, so she went plea. shrugged, saying, "Well,

back and shot him three or "What did you talk they got me."

four more times, in front of about?" asked Haile. John Ray avoided direct
answers to Haile's questions

witnesses. Mr. Foreman "He didn't want to enter
said, "I got her acquitted, SO the plea of guilty," said the concerning his position on

just think what I can do for white supremacy, but ac-
witness. "He said Foreman

your brother'." had him boxed in and there knowledged that he received
the newspaper, "Thunder-

Jerry Ray said of Fore- was no way out." bolt," published by the
man, "He told me he had John Ray said he also dis- National States Rights

cussed the possibility of
tried more murder cases Party.

James Earl Ray going to
than Clarence Darrow ever John Ray said he once dis-

did in his life. trial with a public defender cussed the possibility of hav-

"He told me he put every- representing him. "He said ing J. B. Stoner, an attorney

body (but the defendant) on Foreman had all his money and head of the ultra-con-

trial. He said he was going and he couldn't hire a law- servative organization,

to put King on trial and yer anyway. represent James Earl Ray.

when he got through trying Haile then read an article
John Ray said that the

King they'd (the jury) would from "Thunderbolt" which
morning after the guilty plea

want to lynch him." in Criminal Court, Foreman
James Lesar, one of Ray's withdrew all Ray's "trial de-

Washington, D.C., attorneys, fense" money from a Union
asked Jerry Ray, "Did you Planters Bank account.
call him Mr. Foreman?" The witness said Foreman

"No," said Jerry Ray. emptied the account, which
'He said everybody in contained about $10,000.

Texas called him the Texas Haile questioned John Ray
Tiger and that was what I extensively.aboutconversa-
was suppos d to call him." tions with his brother.

Jerry R?,}L...: -1,.,J!.ay·s omer 
brother, John, now serving 
time on bank robbery 
charges in an Illinois prisc.'.l, 
testified, however, that Ray 
did not get any of the book 
profits. 

Ray's initial trhl date was 
set for Nov. 12, 13f3~. Arthur 
Hanes Sr. of Birmingham, 
Ala., was his attorney ut the 
time. 

Jerry Ray testified that 
Huie told him to tell James 
Earl Ray not to take the 
stand because Ray's story 
would become public knowl­
edge and he "wouldn't have 
a bock" 

Jerry Ray said Huie "sug­
gested I get from James 
names of others ii:volved in 
the crime so they could have 
them arrested and have the 
arrests correlated v,ith the 
date of the publicc1.tion of the 
book." 

Recaliing hi s meetings 
with Foreman after th e 
Texas lawyer took over rhe 
case, Jerry Ra_v said Fore• 
man tc·ld "nim "it \\Ollie! be 

the easiest case he had ever 
had to try, in,.i1is]jfe. 

"Mr. Foreman was always 
bragging about the people he 
got off. He told me about one 
woman he represented. wh9 
shot her husband ,mcl Jett_ the 
ho:.ise. Then she got to tl11nk­
ing that she might not really 
have killed him, so she went 
back and shot him three c-r 
four more times, in front. of 
witnesses. M r. Foreman 
said, "I got her acquitted, _so 
just think what I can do for· 
your brother'." 

Jerry Ray said of Fore-· 
man, "He told me he had 
tried more murder cases 
than Clarence Darrow ever 
die\ in his life. 

"He told me he put every­
body (but the defendant). on 
trial. He said he was gomg 
to put King on trial ~nd 
when he got through trymg 
King they'd (the jury) would 
want to lynch him," 

James Lcsar, one or Ray's 
Washinnton, D.C., attorneys, 
asked Jerry Ray, "Di~, you 
call him Mr. Forcm::m? 

"No" said JP1-rv Ray. 
• ' H e' sa'i~I · cve;·ybody in 
Texas called him the Texas 
Tiger and Jb.,it. Y!a~ wh~~ I 
was suppos ,c1 to ca11 him. 

Jerry" RaL5Jlli_L,Foreman 
indicated i111til eai·1y March 
that he was ready to go to 
trial. 

"Then he came to my sis­
ter's house in Missouri and 
met with all of us in the 
family and tried to get us ~o 
talk James into changing l11s 

1 olea to guilty. He showed us 
·a letter James had written 
him listing 10 reasons why 
James didn't want to plead 
guilty. 

"The first reason - I don't 
remember the others - was 
that he was not guilty," said 
Jerry Ray. "He said that if 
James didn't change his plea 
he would either get a hung 
jury or would burn. None of 
us h a d any intention of 
trying to get ·him to change 
his pica." 

Jerry Rav said four or five 
days before Ray changed his 
plea on March 10, 1969, Huie 
called him in St. Louis and 
told him "to get to Memphis. 
The case is over." 

Another of Ray's brothers, 
John Larry, said that two 
days before p!cadii:6 guilty 
to the slaying, James Earl 
Ray said he was opposed to 
the plea. 

John Ray, being question­
ed by Asst. State Atty. Gen. · 
Henry Haile, said he visited 
his brother in the Shelby 
County jail March 8, 1S68, 
two days before the guilty 
plea. 

"What d i cl y o u t a I k 
about.?" asked Haile. 

"He didn't want to enter 
the plea of guilty," said the 

witness. "He said Foreman 
had him boxed in and there 
was no way out." . 

John Ray said he also dis­
cussed th e possibility of 
James Earl Ray going to 
trial with a public defend~r 
representing him. "He said 
Foreman had all his money 
and he couldn't hire a law­
yer anyway. 

John Ray said that the 
morning afi:er the guilty plea 
in Criminal Court. Foreman 
withdrew all Ray's "trial ?C· 
fense" money from a U111on 
Planters Bank account. 

The witness said Foreman 
emptied the account, which 
cont::lined :ibout Sl0,000. 

Haile questioned John Ray 
cxtensi v e Iv. _;1ID,!t-·i:On versa­
t ions with iiis brother. 

"Did Jimmy ever talk 
about leavingJ.b.u.0.u.ntry?" 
asked Haile. ·· 

"He could have - he men­
tioned South America and 
Rhodesia," replied John 
Ray. "I don't never know 
why he talked about it." 

Haile then asked the wit­
ness if he had not told the. 
FBI that James Earl Ray 
h a d admired Rhodesia's 
segregationist government. 

"I might have tnld the FBI 
anything," he said. 

Speaking quickly a n d 
mumbling some of his testi­
mony, John Ray testified to 
his own criminal history, but 

· added, "I will plead guilty to 
about anything if I'm guilty 
of it." 

However, he denied that 
he had "a long criminal 
history." P]~:;{ serving 
18 years itf prison on being 
an'accessorv to a __ hank rob­
bery, Johri-Ra°ySc1i"d he had 
earlier entered guilty plea to 
grand larceny. 
. "Did you attempt a jail 

break?'' asked I·Iailo. 
"I never was convicted of 

jail break," answered John 
Ray. . 

"You didn't make it," said 
Haile. "They got you as you 
were going out the window 
with the rope." 

John R a y smiled an d 
shrugged, saying, "Well, 
thev got me." 

jchn Ray avoided direct 
answers to Haile's questions 
concerning his position on 
white supremacy, but . ac­
knowledged that he received 
the newspaper, "Thunder­
bolt," published by _th e 
National S t a t e s Rights 
Party. . . 

John Ray said he once dis­
cussed the possibiity of hav­
ing J.B. Stoner, an attorney 
and head of the ultra-con­
servative organization, 

represent James Earl Ra):, 
Haile then read an article 

from "Thunderbolt" which 
-=---=-•~1 ----
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criticized the FBI for devot- 'He said it would be easy
ing manpower to finding to break them," he said.

King's killer. The article Ray's present attorneys
said the investigation into have contended that Fore-
the "execution of the infa- man's contract with Huie
mous Communist agitator" prevented Ray from receiv-
was a "waste" of taxpayer's ing adequate representation.

money. During the discussion

John Ray claimed he had about his brother's defense,

no political beliefs, but John Ray said Foreman

Stoner was "a politician- "came up with a lot of deals.

he's liable to say anything."
One deal he said was to

The defendant's brother
plead not guilty and say he
killed King because he was a

testified yesterday that when Communist, but Jimmy
Foreman was hired the at- wouldn't go along with it."
torney reported to the Ray
family that "there was no Foreman also suggested
evidence against him (James that John Jay Hocker Jr., a
Ray) and that he would Nashville attorney, be hired
have him on the street in no
time." as co-counsel. He, said the

Questioned by Lesar, John case would give Hooker "a

Ray testified that Foreman
half million dollars worth of

said "he was going to get TV publicity and Hooker would

films of Martin Luther King,
pardon Jimmy" if elected.

turn the volume up when
Lesar asked John Ray if

he was sure whether Fore-
King was speaking, show
cities burning down and man was referring to John

riots. Jay Hooker Sr. or Jr.

"He said the jury would
"The guy who lost the

have shot King themselves.
election for governor and

He said he worked on the
was running again." replied

jury emotions. He said the
John Ray. Hooker Jr. ran as
a Democratic candidate for

people might run down the
street and shoot people when

governor in 1966 and 1970.

he was through."
In another development, a

document filed as evidence
John Ray said, however, in the hearing late yesterday

that Foreman abruptly indicated that Huie told the

changed his position on the Shelby County Grand Jury
case and asked the Ray shortly before Ray pleaded

family to convince James guilty that "Ray and Ray
Earl Ray to plead guilty. alone" killed King.

A transcript of Huie's
"Mr. Foreman said he testimony on Feb. 7, 1969,

wanted James to enter the before the grand jury shows
plea of guilty but James that he was questioned by
wouldn't do it," John Ray Phil Canale, former Shelby
testified. "Mr. Foreman said County attorney general,
there would be a blue-ribbon and by Criminal Appeals
jury-upper class. He said Court Judge Robert K.
they didn't want to see the Dwyer and Criminal Court
city of Memphis burned Judge James Beasley, both
down SO that type of people of whom were assistants to
would convict so Memphis Canale at the time.
wouldn't be burned down." Huie was asked if he had

John Ray testified that
Foreman's first act after any evidence that any co-

being consulted about de- conspirators in the King as-

fending James Earl Ray was
sassination were "in Mem-

to ask to review the book phis, Los Angeles, Birming-

contracts between Huie and
ham or New Orleans."

Hanes.
Huie said to the grand

jury, "No, the answer would
be no to this."

Then Huie told the grand
jury, "I have never had the
slightest doubt that Ray and
Rav alone killed Dr Kino"

criticized tbeEU-or devot­
i n g manpo\ver rn finding 
King's killer. Th e article 
said the investigation into 
the ''execution o·r the infa­
n1ous Communist agitator" 
was a "waste" of taxpayer's 
money. 

Jc-hn Rav claimed he had 
no political beliefs, but 
Stoner was "a politician­
he's liable to say anything." 

The defendant's brother 
testified yesterday that when 
Foreman was hired the at­
torney rep01ied to the Ray 
family that "there was no 
evidence against him (James 
Ray) and that he would 
have him on the street in no 
time." 

Questioned by Lesar, John 
Ray testified that Foreman 
s_aid "he was going to get TV 
films of Martin Luther King, 
turn the volume up when 
King was speaking, show 
cities burning rl'.1'-'.:n a n d 
riots. 

"He said the jury would 
have shot King themselves. 

· He said he worked on the 
jury emotions. He said the 
people might run down the 
street and shoot people when 
he was through." 

John Ray said, however, 
th a t Forcrnc:n abruptly 
changed his pcsition on the 
ca1-e a n ct asked the Ray 
family to convinca James 
Earl Ray to plead guilty. 

"Mr. Foreman said he 
- wanted James to enter the 

,plea of guilty but James 
wouldn't do it," John Ray 
testified. "Mr. Forenrnn said 
there would be a blue-ribbon 
jury-upper class. He said 
they didn't want to see the 
c i t y of Memphis burned 
down so that type of people 
would convict so l'v!emphis 
wouldn't be burned clown." 

John Ray testified that 
Foreman's first ad after 
being consulted a bout de­
fending James Earl Rav was 
to ask to review the "book 
contracts between Huie and 
Hanes. • " 

• 
'"He saidj~_ll1J-~!.d be easy 

to break them," he said. 
Ray's present attorneys 

have contended thuL Fore­
man's cc.-ntracl ·. with Huie 
prevented Ray from receiv­
ing adequate reoresentation. 

Du:-ing t h e d:scussion 
about his brother's defense, 
John Ray said Foreman 
"came up with a lot of deals. 
One deal he said was to 
plead not guilty and say he 
killed King because he was a 
Communist, b u t Jimmy 
wouldn't go along with it." 

Foreman also suggested 
that John Jr.:,.0..-lotz;ker Jr., a 
Nashville 'attorney, be hired 

as co-counsel. He,. said the 
case woulcr give Hooker "a 
half million dollars worth of 
publicity and Hooker would 
pardon Jimmv" if eiect.ed. 

Lesar asked John Ray if 
he was sure whether Fore­
man was referring to John 
Jay Hooker Sr. or Jr. · 

"TJ1e guy who lost the ! 
election for governor and 
was running again," repiied 
John Ray. Hooker Jr. ran as 
a Democratic candidate for 
governor in 19GG and 19i0. 

. In another development, a 
document filed as evidence 
)n the hearing late yesterday 
mdicated that Huie tc-ld the 
Shelby County Grand Jury 
shortly before Ray pleaded 
guilty that "Ray and Ray 
alone" killed King. 

A transcript of Huie's 
testimony on Feb. 7, 1969, 
before the grand jury shows 
that he was questioned by 
Phil Canaie, former Shelby 
County attorney general, 
an d by Criminal Appeals 
Co u rt Judge Robert K. 
Dwyer and Criminal Court 
Judge James Beasley, both 
of whom were assistants to 
Canale at the time. 

Huie w2.s asked if he had 
- any evidence that any co­

conspira tors in the King as­
sassi11ation· wen.. "in Mem­
phis, Los Angeles, Birming­
ham or New Orleans." 

Huie said to the grand 
jury, "No, the answer would 
be no to this." 

Then Huie told the grand 
jury, "I h,1\'c never had the 
slightest cl~111l!tJb@J, Ray and 
T{av alonP killed [)r ){ir,o " 

• 
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RAY LISTENS TO BROTHER'S TESTIMONY
At left in Federal Courtroom is U.S. Marshal Charles

Meadows.

JOHN LARRY RAY, LEFT, AND ASST. STATE ATTY. GEN. HENRY HAILE
Bailey-Press-Scimitar Staff Sketch by Henry
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RAY LISTENS TO BROTHER'S 'l'J~STiliH?.NY 
At left in Federal Courtroom is U.S. Marshal Cnarles 

Meadows. c.-·~-_, '""" · 
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Ray's Lawyers Attack
Pretrial Investigations

State'sS Major Witness
ame of

and state.)

By MICHAEL LOLLAR - PAGE 1
Memphis taxi driver testified yes-

terday that the state's key witness in
the James Earl Ray murder case was

lying drunk on a rooming house bed COMMERCIAL APPEAL
only 15 minutes before Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was killed.

James McGraw, a Yellow Cab MEMPHIS, TENN.
driver, said he had gone to the rooming
house at 422 1/2 South Main to pick up
Charles Quitman Stephens. It was 5:45

p.m. on April 4, 1968.

"I found him drunk," McGraw said.
"He was lying on the bed and couldn't

get up." McGraw said Stephens, one of
his regular customers, was in no condi-
tion to walk. "

Stephens later told police he heard a

gunshot about 6 p.m. and looked out to
see James Earl Ray racing down the

hallway with a package in his arms.

The taxi driver's testimony in Ray's
evidentiary hearing followed that of Date: Oct. 24,1974
Dist. Atty. Gen. Hugh Stanton Jr., for- Edition:

mer assistant public defender who was Author:
appointed on Dec. 18, 1968, to help Editor: GORDON HANNA
Houston attorney Percy Foreman de-

Title:
fend Ray in the murder case.

Stanton told Bernard Fensterwald, a

Washington attorney representing Ray
in the evidentiary hearing, that Ste- Character:
phens would have been one of the

or
state's most important witnesses. "I
think he was one of the most positive of Classification:

the state's witnesses that Iknew, any- Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
thing about."

But Stanton said the defense was pre- Being Investigated

pared to discredit Stephens through
findings from investigative work which

would have shown his drunken state at
the time of the shooting.

Stanton, whose testimony took most

of the day, defended the pretrial inves-

tigative work against claims by Fen-

sterwald that it was "incomplete,
inadequate and untimely."

e 
(l,\o~nt CHppin_g in Spaco fJelow) ----------------- -- --o---

Lavvye:rs Attack 

By MICHAEL LOLLAR 

~..,;-r-1,cmphis taxi driver tcstTiielyes­
terday that the state's key witness in 
thr. James Earl Ray murder case was 

, lying drunk on a rooming hous_e bed 
oniy 15 minutes before Dr. Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. was killed. 

James McGraw, a Yellow Cab 
driver, sajd he had gone to the rooming 
house at 422½ South Main, to pick up 
Charles Quitm~an Stephens. It was 5: 45 
p.m. on April 4, 1968. 

"I found him drunk," McGraw said. 
"He was lying on the bed and couldn't 
get up." McGraw said Step~ens, one ~f 
his regular customers, was m no cond1-
t:on to walk. "-._)' 
.,,--Steph;ns later told police he heard a 
gunshot about 6 p.m. and looked out to 
see James Earl Ray racing clown the 
hallway with a package in his arms. 

The taxi driver's testimony in Ray's 
cvidentia!'y hearing followed that of 
Dist. Atty. Gen. Hugh Stanton J_r., for­
mer assistant public defender wno was 
appointed on Dec. 18, 1938, to help 
Houston attorney Percy Foreman de­
fend Ray in the murder case. 

St-anton told Bernard Fensterwald, a 
Washinoton attorney representing Ray 

· in the "'cvidentiary hearing, that Ste­
phens would have been . one of ti~; 
state's most important witnesses. I 
think he was one of the most positive of 
the ,stDte's ',iitnesses that.l.-k~•W, any­
thingabout .•• 

But Stanton said the defense was pre­
pared to dis~redit . Stephen~ t_hrot'.gh 
findings from mvest1gat1ve work which 
would have shown his drunken state at 
th-:: time of the shooting. 

St?.nton, whose testimony l?Ok. most 
of the day, defended the p'.·etnal m~es­
tigative work against. c\a1ms by Fen­
stcrwalcl that ;t w a_ s "incomplete, 
inadequate anuunlimcfy." 
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his effort to negate Ray's confes-

sion to the King slaying. Fensterwald

claims that Foreman, Ray's chief
counsel in 1969, began negotiations to

plead Ray guilty before taking part in

any investigation of the case. Foreman

had replaced Birmingham attorney Ar-
thur J. Hanes, whom Ray fired in
November, 1968.

Stanton said that when he was ap-

pointed to assist Foreman, the Houston

attorney gave him no copies of findings
from previous investigative work.
"But I think we probably discussed

what he had done. He had a pretty fair
knowledge of the proof that was likely
to be presented."

Stanton said his own- investigation
began with a review of investigative
findings compiled by private investiga-
tor Renfro Hays, who had been hired

by Hanes, and with review of a list of

360 potential state witnesses.

The former public defender said he

and three members of the public de-

fender's staff were hampered from the

beginning, because when they started

cross-checking the work that Hays had

done they found serious errors. "By
about January or February the facts

began to contradict statements sup-

plied by Hays."
Soon, he said, he began to doubt "the

truth and veracity" of all of Hays' ef-

forts, because, "He would take a little

fact and make it appear to fit into the

puzzle, when, in fact, it didn't fit at

all."
"Stanton testified he and his staff

had interviewed only 31 of the

state's 360 potential witnesses by the

time Ray's originally scheduled trial
date. - March 3, 1969 - arrived. The

trial was continued, and Stanton said

he and his staff resumed their investi-

gation until March 7, when he teamed

"by accident" that Ray had agreed to

plead guilty.
The attorney said he had telephoned

former Sheriff William N. Morris Jr.

a bout another matter and was

"amazed, surprised and astounded"

when Morris told him Ray planned to

plead guilty.
Stanton said Foreman had not told

him of the planned confession, but had

(Continued on Page 17)

.is effort to negatP, Ray's confcs- • 

~ic.;:r-i:i::rtlm• King slaying. i:-,:nster,l·ald 

clauns t_ hat Foreman, . R0y's chief 

cour.sel 111 19fi9, began 11efol1atfo11s to 

plea~ Ray guilty betore taking part in 

~ny :nvestigation cf the case. Foreman 

had replaced Birmingham attorney Ar-

thur J". Hanes, whom Ray fired in 

November, 1968. 
· · Stanton said that when he was ap­

pointed to assist.Foreman, the Houston 

attorney gave him no copies of findings 

r r o m previous investigative work .. 

"But I think we urobably discussed 

what he had done. He had a pretty fair 

knowledge of the proof that was likely 

b b) presented." _ 

Stmiton-·said his own,_~i3ation 

began with a review of investigative 

findings compiled by private investiga­

tor Renfro Hays, who had been hired 

by Hanes, and with revie\V of a list ol' 

36(/ potential state witnesses . 

. The former public defender said he 

and three members of the public de­

fender's staff were hampered from the 

. br.,ginning, because when they started 

cross-checking the work that Hays had 

done they found serious errors. "By 

c1b0'.:J.:-Ja-r-rt,ary or Februar:,~tl,c fdtts 

begaJJ. to contradict statements sup-

plied by Baf,7" ·----~ 
Soon, he said, he began to doubt "the 

truth and veracity" of all of Hays' ef­

forts, because, "He would take a little 

fact and make it appei.lf to fit i:'lto the 

puzzle, when, in fact, it didn'L fit at 

all." 
"Stanton testiiied he and his staff 

had interviewed only 31 of the 

state's 360 potential witnesses by the 

time Ray's originally scheduled trial. 

date.,=•-11,n:r.Ji ~1, HlG9 - ~rl}:!£:..J~e 
trial wi:s continued, and Stanton said 

he an<l his staff resumed their investi­

gr.:ti-t;rnuiLII March 7, when ·n8'""J-ffinTied 

"by accident" that Ray had agreed to 

plead. guilty. 
The attorney said he had telephoned 

former Sheriff William N. Morris Jr. 

a b o u t another matter a n d w a s 
"amazed, surprised and astounded" 

when Morris told him Ray planned to 

plead guilty. 
Stanton said Foreman had not told 

him of the pl~nned c~!1fessio11, but had 

(Continued on Page 17) 
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Doctor Says Ray
Became Healthier

(Continued from Page 1)
(Inalcate page, name of

"worked closely" with him curity cell caused his physi- newspaper, city and state.)
otherwise. "Mr. Foreman cal and mental condition to

had dictated certain notes deteriorate, making him un-

that he wanted our investi- able to resist pressures to

gators to investigate plead guilty. PAGE 17that was done. He was in the

public defender's office DeMere said the specially-

many times, and we discuss- built cell block for Ray com-

ed this lawsuit. We had a pared favorably to "a good
motel room, except for the COMMERCIAL APPEAL

very good working relation-
ship, and we had his author- bed," and that Ray gained

ity to do whatever we want- weight during his stay there.

ed to do." He said he administered MEMPHIS, TENN.
Based on the investigation, aspirin to Ray for minor

Stanton-said he concluded headaches and treated him

Ray would have been found for nosebleed, but noticed no

guilty if he had gone to trial. signs of depression or nerv-

"We were checking out ousness in the prisoner. "In

everything in the case, and my opinion he was III better

frankly we concluded we health when he left than

didn't have much defense. when he arrived."

There were too many things Questioned by Asst. State

I found too hard to explain." Atty. Gen. John R. 'Dick'

Lodge, the doctor said he be-

He told Asst. State Atty. came well-acquainted with

Gen. William 'Joe' Haynes Ray during their association

that Ray's confession in ex- and asked Ray after he

change for a 99-year prison pleaded guilty "if he really
sentence was a good bar- did it." Date: Oct. 24,1974
gain. "I think that it was. I DeMere said Ray told him, Edition:
think there was an extreme- Well, let's put it this way. Author:
ly high probability that a I wasn't by myself.'
jury would have given him The hearing will resume at Editor: GORDON HANNA
the death penalty if he had 9:30 this morning. Ray's Title:
gone to trial." attorneys plan to call New

Earlier yesterday, the York criminologist Herbert
state was allowed to call one McDonald as their first wit-
of its witnesses, Memphis ness, to be followed by for- Character:

plastic surgeon McCarthy mer Dist. Atty. Gen. Phil M. or
DeMere. Ray's attorneys Canale Jr. Ray is expected
have several more witnesses Classification:

to be called late or the after-
to call, but U. S. Dist. Judge Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

noon.
Robert M. McRae Jr. ruled
DeMere could testify out of Being Investigated

turn since he must leave the

city today.
DeMere. who served as

jail physician to Ray be-
tween July 19, 1968, and
March 12. 1969, said condi-
tions in the Shelby County
Jail improved Ray's health.

Ray's ,current, attorneys
claim his solitary confine-
ment in the maxiumum-se-

FD-350 (Hcv. 7-16-63) 
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(Continued from Page I) 

"worked closely" with him 
otherwise. "Mr. Foreman 
had dictated certain notes 
·that he wanted our investi­
gators to investigate ... 
that was done. He was in the 
pub 1 i c defender's office 
many ti:nes, and we discuss­
ed this lawsuit. We had a 
Very good working relation­
ship, and we had his author­
ity to do wh:1tever we want­
ed to do." 

Based on the investigation, 
S't-aritur,-.,aid he concluded 
-Ray would have been found 
guilty if he had gone to trial. 
"We were checking out 
everyll-iing in the case, and 
frankly we concluded we 
didn't have much defense. 
There were too many things 
I found too hard to explain." 

:· He told Asst. State Atty. 
· Gen. William 'Joe' Haynes 
, that Ray's confession in ex­
, change for a 99-year prison 
.. sentence was a good bar­
,gain. "I think that it was. I 
think there 1...-as an extreme­
·1y high probability that a 
jury would have given him 
the death oenaltv if he had 
gone to trial." . 

Earlier yesterday, the 
.state was allowe<l to call one 
of its witnesses, Memphis 

. plastir: su(geon McCarthy 
DeMere."-"Ray's attorneys 
nave several more witnesses 
to call, but ll. S. Dist. Judge 
Robert M. McRae Jr. rtiler! 

. DeMere <'Ould testify out of 
· turn since he must leave the 
·.city today. 

DeMcre. who served as 
jail physician to Ray be­
tween Julv I 9 , 1968, and 
March 12. 'l9o9. said condi­
tions in the Shelby County 
Jail impro,·cd Ray's health." 

Ray's .;.;.u.r:.reuJ . ., attorneys 
claim his solitary confine­
ment in the maxiumum-se-

curity cell caused his physi­
cal and mental condition to 
deteriorate, making him un­
able to resist pressures to 
plead guilty. 

Del\'Iere said the specially• 
built cell block for Ray com­
pared favorably to ''a good 
motel room, except for the 
bed," and that Ray gained 
weight during his stay there. ' 
He said he administered 
aspirin to Ray for mfnor 
headaches and treated him 
for nosebleed, but noticed no 
signs of depression or nerv­
ousness in the prisoner. ·"In 
my opinion he w.irs-trri.,'efter 
health when he left tr.an 
when he arrived." 

Questioned by Asst. State 
Attv. Gen. John R. 'Dick' 
Lodge, the doctor said he be­
came well-acquainted with 
Ray during their association 
a n d asked Ray after he 
pleaded guilty "if he really 
did it." 

De!\1ere said Ray told him, 
" ·Well, let's pm it this way. 
J wasn't by myself.' " 

The hearing will resume at 
9: 30 this morning. Ray's 
attorneys plan to call New 
York criminologist Herbert 
McDonald as their first wit­
ness, to be followed by for­
mer Dist. Atty. Gen. Phil M. 
Canale Jr. Ray is expected 
to be called late -nntrecrr~er­
noon. 
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State Version
Is Disputed

By KAY PITTMAN BLACK and TOM JONES
Press-Scimitar Staff Writers

A New York ballistics expert and criminologist
testified in Federal Court today that there is "no
way" the rifle said to have been used in the slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. could have been fired
from the rooming house bathroom window, as the
state claimed.

Herbert Lynn MacDonell, Elmira College, N.Y.,
criminologist, was called to the witness stand to tes-
tify in the third day of the evidentiary hearing which
could lead to a new trial for James Earl Ray, the man
serving 99 years in state
prison for the April 4, 1969,

slaying of King in Memphis.
Bernard Fensterwald, one

of Ray's Washington, D.C.,
attorneys, told U.S. Dist.
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr.
he called MacDonell to illus-
trate the "incompetence of
the investigation" conducted
by Ray's former attorneys,
Arthur Hanes Sr. of Bir-
mingham, Ala., and Percy
Foreman of Houston, Tex.

Fensterwald, speaking of
the work done by the other
attorneys, said, "It's incon-
ceivable to me they did
not examine the room with
the gun and attempt to
fire it.

Drawing diagrams on a
courtroom blackboard,
MacDonell illustrated the
position of a dent in the rear
bathroom window sill of the

rooming house at 4221/2 S.

Main. He said the state
claimed the dent was caused
when the 30.06 rifle was

propped against the sill and
fired at 6:01 p.m. at Dr.

King as he stood on the bal-

cony of the nearby Lorraine
Motel.

MacDonell. doing geomet-
ric calculations based on the

angle of the sill nick, said
that because of the nearness
of the window to the wall
there was "no way" the 42-

inch-long rifle could have
been positioned in such a

way as to fire a shot. Had

such a rifle positioning been

tried, he said, the rifle
"would have stuck some 10

inches into the wall."

t;7!i.., . "ff~-,,, r,• ~1Ea~~'5e 
' 

Un;:~~~ fl'!~~'>;~;: lr .· ·~ r:l f f. tl 1, r~,•.u<!l t\ '. 
(I~ ~~' ~ii.i ri:i ~y -~· . 

By KAY PITI?t1AN DLACIC:: and TOM: JONES 
Prcs;-SclniltGr SIGH Writers 

A Ne,v York ballistics expert and criminologist 
testified in Federal Court today that there is "no 
way" the rifle said to have been used in the slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. could have been fired 
frdm the rooming house bathroom window, as the 
state claimed. 

Herbert Lynn MacDonell, Elmira College, N.Y., 
criminologist, was called to the lvitness stand to tes­
tify in the third day of the evidcntiary hearing which 
could lead to a new trial for James Earl Ray, the man 
serving 99 yea1 s in state .~.-,. 
prison for the April 4, 1969, 
slaying of King in Memphis. 

Bernard Fensterwalcl, one 
of Ray's Washington, D.C., 
attorneys, told U.S. Dist. 
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. 
he called MacDonel[ to illus­
trate the "incompetence of 
the investigation" conducted 
by Ray's former attorney:;, 
A~·thur Hanes Sr. of Bir­
mingham, Ala., and Percy 
Foreman of Houston, Tex. 

Fensterwalcl, speaking of 
the work done by the other 
attornevs, said, "It's incon­
ceivable to me .. , they did 
not examine the room with 
the gun •.. and attempt to' 
fire it. . . . " 

Drawing diagrams on a 
courtroom blackboard, 
.MacDonell . illustrated th e 
position of a dent in the rear 
bathroom window sill of the 
rooming house at 422½ S. 

Main. He said the slate 
claimed the dent was caused 
when the 30.06 rifle was 
propped against the sill and 
fired at 6: 01 p.m.' at Dr. 
King as he stood on.the h_a\­
cony of the nearby Lorrame 
Motel. 

MacDonell. doing geomet­
ric calculations based on the 
angle of the sill nick, said 
that because of the nearness 
of the wincfow to the wall 
there was "no way" the 42-

inch-long rifle could have 
been positioned in surh a 
wav as to fire a shot. Had 
suc·h a rifle positioning been 
tri2cl, he said, th e rifle 
"would h,;1..YC,Ji.Lus1< some 10 
inches into the wall." 
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MacDonc!Lalno took issue Haile aid_MacDonell Stephens said be saw Ray
with a Federal Bureau of In- based his calculations on flee past his door from the
vestigation ballistics report only the section of the win- bathroom, where the shot al-
presented by the state at dow sill which had been re- legedly was fired. King
Ray's March 10, 1969, guilty moved and not the few was struck in the jaw by a
plea. inches on each side of the rifle bullet while standing on

MacDonell said he went to sill that were left. the balcony of the motel at
the Shelby County Criminal MacDonell then recalcu- 406 Mulberry, police have
Court Clerk's office, where

lated the problem and said said.
the Ray evidence is main- still there was no way a gun Questioned by Fenster-
tained, and microscopically
examined the window sill of that length could have wald, Stanton said Stephens

taken from the rooming
been fired from the window would have been "one of the

house, the dent in it, and sill, in view of the angle of state's SPV witnesses - the

fragments of the bullet taken the dent and the distance be- most ositive of the eyewit-

tween the wall and the sill. nesses. Ve had a lot of evi-
from Dr. King's body. dence that would discredit

MacDonell took issue with MacDonell said to have
made that mark in the sill Stephens."

the report, prepared by FBI Stanton said his investiga-
rexpert Robert Frazier. the gun would have had to tors had also taken a state-
which stated that because of have been pointing upward ment from Pvt. Charles
the "distorted" condition of and to the left and when Stone of the fire department.
the bullet fragments there fired the shot "would have who said Stephens came to
was no way to draw a con- gone into the wall," rather Fire Station No. 2, just south
clusion "that the submitted than downward, toward the of the rooming house,
bullet was fired from the Lorraine Motel. "every night at 6 p.m. intox-
submitted rifle." The testimony of MacDon- licated."

MacDonell said the ell was a further attempt to A driver for Yellow Cab

mushroom-type bullet frag- erode the prosecution's case Company, James McGraw,
ment was not SO torn up that against Ray and to bolster testified that Stephens was

it could not be classified. He the defense theory that the drunk 15 minutes before

said the fragments showed shot that killed King could King was shot.

six grooves and the grooves have come from behind the McGraw said he received

would be consistent with bul- building, as some witnesses call to the boarding house,

lets that come from two at the scene claimed. but when he arrived at 5:45

types of rifles The state's key eyewitness p.m. he discovered that his

Fensterwald quoted Fraz- who placed Ray at the scene passenger, Stephens, "was

of the slaying could have lying on the bed and couldn't

ier's statement saying mi- been "discredited" since the get up. He was pretty

witness was drunk at the drunk."
croscopic evidence led him

time of the shooting, wit- The former operator of
to believe the fresh sill dent

nesses indicated yesterday. Jim's Grill, Lloyd Jowers,
was caused by the firing of
the rifle. Attorneys for Ray concen- testified that Stephens was

drunk the afternoon of the
MacDonell said he also trated their questioning on

the reliability of Charles Q. slaying.
made a microscopic exami-

Stephens, who lived at the The attorneys for Ray
nation but found no evidence

rooming house where officers -have argued that the prose-
to indicate what caused the cutors held Stephens in jail
dent. said the fatal shot was fired.

as a material witness while
Shelby County Attorney the man's wife, who contra-

Further, MacDonell said, General Hugh Stanton Jr., *dicted his description, was
the back side of the rifle, formerly an assistant public spirited to a mental hospital.
when fired, would not cause defender assigned to Ray's Fensterwald also reviewed
such a dent. "A dent could defense, testified that inves- witnesses' statements taken

only be caused by a muzzle tigations had shown that Ste- by the public defender's

or a sight." phens was the only person investigators which contra-
Asst. State Atty. Gen. who could identify Ray as a dicted the police theory of

Henry Haile asked Mac- boarder in the rooming the killing.
Donell if he had personally house.
examined the gun or visited
the scene.

MacDonell said. "It's a
rifle, not a gun." He said he
had not examined the weap-
on and had not visited the
scene but based his calcula-

tions on his knowledge of the
type of rifle and on photos
of the bathroom. He said he
had examined the window
sill and the dent.

• 
MacDo,11_rJL2Jn:;;. took issue 

with a Federal Bureau of In­
vestigation ballistics report 
presented by the state at 
Ray's March JO, 1969, guilty 
plea. 

MacDonell said he went to 
the Shelby County Criminal 
Court Clerk's office, where 
the Ray evidence is main­
taine?, and microscopically 
exammed the window sill 
taken from the roomina 
house, the dent in it, and 
fragments of the bullet taken 
from Dr. King's body. 

MacDonell took issue with 
ihe report, prepared by FBI 

~e x p e rt Robert Frazier, 
which stated that because of 
the "distorted" condition of -
the bullet fragments there 
was no way to draw a con­
clusion "that the submitted 
bullet waf: fired from the 
submitted rifle." 

MacDonell s a i d t h e 
mushroom-type bullet frag­
~-rent was not so torn up that 
1t could not be classified. He 
said the fragments showed 
six grooves and the grooves 
would be consistent with bul­
lets- that come from two 

. types of rif\~L---,. 
I\ Fensterwald quoted Fraz-

ier's statem.G~--a-,,,saying mi­
croscopic evidence led him 
to believe the-- fresh sill dent 
was caused by the firing of 
the rifle. -

MacDc.nell said he also 
made a microscopic exami­
nation but found no evidence 
to indicate whac caused the­
dent.· 

Further, MacDoneU said, 
the back side of the rifle, 
when fired, would not cause 
such a dent. ":\ dent could 
onlv be caused bv a muzzle 
or ~ sight." • _ · 

A:;;sL State Attv. Gen. 
Henrv Haile asked Mac­
D_oneil if he had personal!y 
examined the aun or yisited 
the scene. "' 

lVJacDonell said. "It's a 
rifle, not a gun." He sa 1d he 
had not cxaminr.d the wean­
en and had not visited ti1e 
scene but b:iseci his c'1kula-

':tions or, his kno1-, :edge of the 
type of rifle and on photos 
of the bc11hroom. He said he 
haci examined th~ window 
sill and the r-<lei1t"·-~ 

J J 

Haile ~JlJ-.d.--,MacDonell 
based his calculations on 
only the section of the win­
dow sill which had been re­
moved and not the few 
inches on each side of the 
sill that were left. · 

MacDoncl! then reca1cu­
lated tile problem and said 
still there was no way a gun 
of that length could have 
been fired from the window 
sill, in Yiew of the angle of 
the dent and the distance be­
tween the wall and the sill. 

MacDonell sciid to have 
made that mark in the sill 
the gun would have had to 
have been pointing upward 
and to the left and when 
fired the shot ''y,ould have 
gone into the ,,,:all," rather 
than downward, toward the 
Lorraine Motel. 

The testimony of MacDon-. 
ell was a further attempt to 
erode the prosecution's case 
against Ray and to bolster 
the defense theory that the 
shot that killed King could 
have come irom bel1ind Lhe 
building, as some witnesses 
at the scene claimed. • 

The state's key eyewitness 
who placed Ray al the scene 
of the slaying could have 
been "discredited" since the 
witness was drunk at the 
time of the shooting, wit­
,nesses indicated yesterday. 

Attorneys for Ray concen­
trated their questioning on 
the reliability of Charles Q. 
Stephens, who lived a~. the 
rooming house where offl_cers 
said the fatal shot was fired. 

Shelby County Attorney 
General Hngh Stanton .11:·• 
formerly an assistant publl~ 
defender assigned to ~ay's 
defense testified that inves­
tigation~ had shown that Ste­
phens was the only person 
who could identify Ray a~ a 
boarder in_......Lh..½.roommg 
house. 

· StephcnsJu1dJ.,~~ saw Ray 
, .flee past his door from the 

bathroom, where the shot al­
legedly was fired. King 

. was struck in the jaw by a 
· rifle bullet while standing 011 

the balcony of the motel at 
-406 Mulberry, police have 
said. 
- Questioned by Fenster­
wald, Strmton said Stephens 

:. wonlc b:n,e heen "one of the 
state', ;._P" witnesses - the 
mos~ -0sitive of the eyewit­
nesses. ··/0- had a lot of evi-

. dence that would discredit 
.-Stephens." 

Stanton said his investiga­
tors had also taken a slate­
m en t from Pvt. Charles 
Stone of the fire department. 
who said Stephens came to 
Fire Station No. 2, just south 
of t h e rooming house, 
"every night at 6 p.m. intox­
kated." 
~ A driver for Yellow Cab 
Company, James McGraYl, 

, testified that Stephens was 
drunk 15 minutes J:,efore 
King was shot. 

McGntw saici he received 
a, call to the boarding house, 
but when he arrived at 5: 45 
p.m. he discovered that his 
passenger, Stephens, "was 
lying on the bed and couldn't 
.get up . He was pretty 
drunk." 

The former operator of 
Jim's Grill, Lloyd Jowers, 
testified that Stephens was 
drunk the a(ternoon of the 
slaying. 

T h e attorneys for Ray 
~·have argued that the prose­

cutors hzld Stephens in jail 
as a material witness while 
the man's wife, who contra-

-~dicted his .description, was 
spirited to a mental hospital. 

Fensterwaid also reviewed 
witnesses' statements taken 
by the public defender'::; 
investigators which contra-

: dieted the poJicA th .. e,~ry of 
the killing. · 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Statements by the follow-
ing rooming house dwellers Atty. Gen. Phil Canale, Stanton said after shooting

under examination by Ray's the animals, Hays "froze the
were examined: other Washington, D.C., goats." He said that Hays,

Harold (Cornbread) attorney, James Lesar, said who had received psychiat-
Carter, who said he was he was first approached

ric treatment, was later ar-

drinking in a nearby parking about a recommendation on rested during a dispute with
lot when "he heard the shot, a guilty plea in early Decem- Russel X Thompson, a
loud in his ear, looked
around and saw a man run

ber by the late Stanton Sr. Memphis attorney hired by

Canale said that "within a Hanes to aid in the case.

away." couple of weeks," a time Stanton also testified that

Mrs. Bessie Brewer, period he said would have he never ordered any ballis-

landlady of the rooming probably been a couple of tics tests on the rifle bearing

house, who could not identify weeks before Christmas, he Ray's fingerprints and
the man who rented a room contacted the U.S. Depart-

recovered near the slaying
scene.

at 3 p.m. Officials contended ment of Justice in Washing-
the man was Ray. ton, the attorney for Mrs. "INTOW the ballistics re-

Bertie Reeves, 70, who Martin Luther King, and poi from the FBI was very
said Ray was not the man then Gov. BuíordEllington. favorable to James Earl
who rented the room. He Canale said negotiations Ray." he explained. "There

said the "shot came from on the stipulations of the was no point to gilding the

the bushes" behind the build- actual plea did not start lily." The FBI report could

ing. until Feb. 21, 1969. not definitely state that the
Stanton testified that shot which killed King was

@ Harvey (Ace) Locke,
who said three were in many of the reports contain- fired from the rifle.

ed in the defense files were Stanton said the palm
the room about two hours

gathered by Renfro Hays, a print found on the rooming
before the shooting. He did private detective. He house bathroom was "not
not identify Ray. characterized the work as good enough to have identi-

Willie Auschultz, who unreliable. fied Ray."
said he thought t in e shet Ray's attorneys have Despite the quality of the
"came from the bushes." argued that the investigation evidence, Stanton said, "I

Stanton also revealed that by the defense was poor and concluded we didn't have
the defense had been investi- that Ray was never told of much defense. We were find-

gating reports that law en- the results. Fensterwald said ing no facts to support any
forcement agencies "were the significance of the Stan- defense."

paying Charlie Stephens' ton file revealed that the "How did you conclude

bills" at Jim's Grill. How- investigation "really did not you didn't have much de-

ever, he added the investiga- get started" until a month fense?" asked Fensterwald.
tion stopped abruptly when before a March 3, 1969, trial 'I found it a little bit hard

he learned that Ray intended date. The trial was then con- to explain how that finger-
to plead guilty. tinued to the April 7 date. print (of Ray's) got on the

Dr. J. T. Francisco, Hays was hired by Ray's rifle," said Stanton.

Shelby County medical first lawyer, Hanes, said "It was his gun," answer-

examiner, was questioned by Stanton. ed Fensterwald. "He bought

:Ray's attorneys about the "How would you evaluate it."

:origin of the fatal shot. He the reports by Mr. Hays?" "Yeah," said Stanton. "I
(said it was "not possible" to asked Haynes.

found it hard to explain his

definitely identify the loca-
presence in Memphis at the

"Less than reliable." an-
tion where the bullet was

time, too."
swered Stanton. "We spent a

fired, but said the bathroom
Cross - examined by

window was "consistent" great deal of time checking Haynes, Stanton was asked,
out material. He distorted

-with the path of the bullet.
"Based on your experience

some facts." in Shelby County with juries
Ray's attorneys closely Stanton testified that Hays and the (case's) entire

questioned witnesses about believed the fatal shot was record and your expert judg-
the investigation conducted fired from the backyard of ment, was the recommenda-

by the defense. Ray's trial the rooming house. "He took tion of the guilty plea and 99

:was scheduled for April 7, a little fact and distorted it years a reasonable recom-

1969, and when he pleaded to make it fit a puzzle he mendation?"

guilty on March 10, Stanton was investigating," said

Stanton.
Stanton answered, "I think

said only 31 of the state's 360
Haynes then asked Stanton it was. I think there was a

witnesses had been inter-
viewed by defense. if Hays had shot some goats high probability a jury

with a 30.06 rifle similar to would have given him the
Other testimony today re- the murder weapon. Stanton death penalty.

vealed that almost immedi- replied, "I heard about it.
ately after Stanton and his He had the theory that the

father, Public Defender bone structure of goats was

Hugh Stanton Sr., were ap- the same as (that of) peo-
pointed in December. 1968, ple."
to assist Foreman, negotia-
tions began on a guilty plea
for Ray.: Former Shelby County

Statements by t.he follow­
ing rooming houc:e dwellers 
were examined: 

' 0 Ha r"o1 d--(Cornbread) 
Carter, who said he was 
drinking in a nearby parking 
lot when "he heard the shot 
loud in h i s ear, looked 
around and saw a man run 
away." 

c Mrs. Bessie Brewer, 
landlady of t h e ronming 
house, who could not identify 
the man who rented a room 
at 3 p.m. Officials contended 
the man was Ray. 

·o Bertie Reeves, 70, who 
said Ray was not the man 
who rented the room. He 
said the "shot came from 
the bushes" behind the build­
ing.· 

c.i Harvey (Ace) Locke 
: who said three were i~ 
: the room about two hou::-s 

b-:fore the shooting. He did 
: not identify Ray. 

. ~ Willie Auschultz, who 
: said he thought t h e shct 
'. "came from the bushes." 
; Stanton also revealed that 
· the defense had been investi­
: gating reports that law e,1-
: forcement agencies "we;.e 
: p~yi~g C~ar,lie ~tcphens' 
, bills at Jnn·s Grill. How­
; ever, he added the investioa_. 
: tion stopped abrumlv wh~n 
:he learned that Ray it1tended 
;to plead guilty. 
: Dr. J, T. Francisco, 
; S h e I b y County medical 
-examiner, was questioned by 
:Ray's attomevs about the 
:origin of the fatal shot. He 
:said ~t was "not possible" to 
:~efinitely identify the loca­
:hon where the bullet was 
:fired, but said the bathro::im 
:window was "consistent" 
~with the path of the bullet. 

:'. Ray's attorneys closely 
-·questioned witnesses about 
; the investigation conducted 
:by the defen"e. Ray's trial 
:-was scheduled for April 7 
: 1969, and when he pleaded 
:guilty on March 10, Stanton 
:;said only 31 of the state's 36() 
·.witnesses had been inter­
:;viewed by defense. 

~ Other testimony today re-. 
>vealed that almost immedi­
:ately after Stanton and his 
lather, Pub Ii c Defender 
-Hugh Stanton· Sr., were ap­
.pointed in December. !9G8, 
:to assist Foreman, negotia­
tions bega!l on a guilty plea 
:for Ray. .__ __ -~ 
: Former. .. l)helby.. County. , 

.J J 

Atty. Ge n..,__.Ehil Canale, 
under exan1ination by Ray's 
o th er Washington, D.C., 
attorney, James Lesar, said 
he w a s first approached 
about a rec0mmendation on 
a guilty plea in early Decem• 
ber by the late Stanton Sr. 

Canale said that "within a 
couple of weeks," a time 
period he said would have 
probably been a couple of 
weeks before Christmas, he 
contacted the U.S. Depart­
ment of Justice in Washing­
ton, the -attorney for Mrs. 
Martin Luther King, a n d 
then Gov. Buford Ellington. 

Canale said negotiations 
on the stipulations of the 
actual plea did not start 
until Feb. 21. 1969. 

swnton testified th a t 
many of the reports contain­
ed in the deiense fiies wera 
gathered by Renfro Hays, a 
p r i v a t e detective. He 
characterized the work as 
unreliable. 

Ray's attorneys have 
argued that. the investigation 
by the defense was poor and 

. that Ray was never told of 
the resuits. Fensterwald said 
the sigmhcance oi 1.lle Stan· 
ton file revealed that the 
investigation "really did not 
get starte'.i" until a mo~th 
before a March 3, 19G9, tnal 
date. The trial y:as then con­
tinued to the April 7 date. 

Hays was hired by Ray_'s 
first la\vyer, Han es, said 
Stanton. 

"How would you evaluate 
: tLe reports by Mr. Hays?" 
asked Haynes. 

"Less than reliable." an• 
swerecl Stanton. ·'We spent a 
great deal of time checking 
out matE.'rial. He d'tstorted 
some facts." 

Stanton testified that Hays 
believed the fatal shot was 
fired from the backyard of 
the rooming house. "He took 
a little fact and distorted it 
to make it fit a pnzzle he ! 
w a s investigating," said 
Stanton. 

Haynes then asked Stanton 
if Hays had shot some goats 
with a 30.06 rifle similar to 
the murder weapon. Stanton 
,eplied, "l heard about it. 
He had the theory that the 
bone structu:·e of goats was 
the same as (that of) peo· 
pl<:·,, .~•-.-If: 

Stanton,,sil1.d-2.Hilr shooting 
the animals, Hays "froze the 
goats." He said that Hays, 
who had rereived psychiat• 
ric treatment, was later ar­
rested durin~ a dispute with 
R u s s e l X Thompson, a 
Memphis attorney hired by 
Hanes to aid in the case. 

Stanton also testified that 
~e never ordered any ballis­
tics tests on the rifle bearJnr, 
R , f' b a y s mgcrprints a n d 
reco,:ered near the slaying 
scene. 

": i•·· _;~v the ballistics re-­
pm L L;?:'1 the FBI was very 
favoraL::c: to James Earl 
Ray." he e::plained. "There 
wa£ no point to gi;di ·1g the 
lily." The FBI report Grn!d 
not definitely state that the 
shot which killed Kino was 
fired from the rifle. "' 

~tanton said the palm 
prmt found on the roomincr 
house bathroom was "not 
good enough to have identi­
fied Ray." 

J?espite the quality of the 
evidence, Stanton said, "I 
concluded we didn't have 
much defense. We were find­
ing no facts to support any 
i:efense.'' 

"How did you conclude 
you didn't have much de­
fense?" asi,ed Fensterwald. 

"I found it a little bit hard 
to explain how that finger­
print (of Ray's) got on the 
rifle," said Stanton. 

"It was his gun," answer­
ed Fensterwald. "He bouoht 
it," b 

"Yeah," said Stanton. "I 
found it hard to explain his 
presence in Memphis at the 
time, too." 

Cross • examined by 
Haynes, Stanton was asked 
"Based on your experienc~ 
in Shelby County with juries 
and the (case's) entire 
record and your expert judg­
ment, was the recommenda­
tion of the guilty plea and 99 
years a reasonable recom­
mendation?" 

Stanton an::;wered, "I think 
it was. I think there was a 
high probability a jury 
wollld haw given him the . 
<leath penalty," ,,-··--,. ) -~ ' 
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JAMES EARL RAY

Concentrating en route to court today.

. 
f 

JAMES EARL RAY 

Concentr::iting en route to court to:iay . 
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Of Dialogue

6 Years Ago
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The Memphis physician Edition:
who examined James Earl Author: CHARLES H.
Ray during his stay in the
Shelby County jail testified Editor: SCHNEIDER
today in Federal Court that Title:
Ray told him he "wasn't by
myself" in the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Character:

Dr. McCarthy DeMere, a or
plastic surgeon who was a Classification:
reserve deputy sheriff at the
time of the April 4, 1968, Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

slaying, said then Sheriff Being Investigated
William N. Morris appointed
him to take care of Ray
medically when Ray arrived
at the jail on July 19. 68.
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The Memphis physician 
who examined James Earl 
Ray during his stay in the 
Shelby County jail testified 
today in Federal Court that 
Ray told him he "wasn't by 
myself" in the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. 

Dr. McCarthy DeMere, a 
plastic surgeon wha was a 
reserve de.puty sheriff at the 
time of the Amil 4, 1968, 
slaying, said "then Sheriff 

' William N. Morris appointed 
him to take care of Ray 
medically \\·hen Ray 2rrived 

· at the jail onTu1y19. ·· 168. 
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DeMere said the examined
Ray during hissentire stay in County jail-ee "being like a with his guards. call-

first class motel room, ex- ed him Jimmy."
the jail and gave him a com-
plete physical before Ray cept for the bed." DeMere also said Ray

autographed his FBI wanted
was transferred to the Nash- He admitted that Ray poster and signed it: "To my
ville State Penitentiary fol- complained of the constant Memphis doctor."
lowing his March 10, 1969, lights in his cell, but said DeMere said Ray had
guilty plca to the slaying of that Ray was in "good, occasional nose bleeds and
the civil rights leader. excellent health" during the "rare" headaches. However,

DeMere said, under in- eight months he treated him. one of Ray's attorneys asked
structions from the late DeMere said he found Ray DeMore why, then, the sher-
Criminal Court Judge Pres- to be in "good spirits."
ton Batile, he never discuss-

iff c. Department logs showed
DeMere said he asked Ray

ed the case with Ray until
that Ray was given aspirin

one time if he disliked
after the guilty plea.

almost every day.
blacks, and he said Ray

When checking him after said: "Absolutely not. He DeMere said he had no
the plea, Dr. DeMere said he said he liked them. He had personal records of his treat-
asked Ray if "he was really been in prison with them ment of Ray to check this
involved" in the killing. before." by, because Sheriff Morris

DeMere said: "He told DeMere said, "If anything, had ordered him not to keep

me, 'Well, let's put it this Ray was in better physical any records "because the

shape after his stay in the case was SO unusual."
way, I wasn't by myself.' He
said he wasn't going to stay

Shelby County Jail" than he
was when he arrived in Stanton was called to the

long in Nashville and when
he got out he wanted me to Memphis after his arrest in stand after DeMere finished

hide him out. My wife said if England.
his testimony.

DeMere said Ray exhib- Stanton and his late fa-
he ever showed up we were ited no tension, adding that ther, Shelby County Public

leaving home." his speech and mind were Defender Hugh Stanton Sr.,
DeMere was a state wit- clear. "At no time did I ever were appointed to assist

ness, called out of turn be- see him depressed," said Ray's 1969 lawyer, Percy
cause he had to be out of DeMere. oFreman of Houston. Stan-

town. ten said he was "piqued" to
Asst. State Atty. Gen. Dick DeMere said Ray did not learn of the plans to plead

Lodge, through questioning complain about a lack of Ray guilty since he had been
of DeMere, tried to refute sleep, but talked some about

assigned as co-counsel in the

Ray's contention that the his lack of privacy. case by Battle.
conditions in the jail cell led "We envied the (physical) Stanton said he was sur-
to Ray, 46, being coerced condition he was in. Two or prised, although his father
into pleading guilty by his three occasions I saw him had made the suggestion of

attorneys.
walk across the length of the a guilty plea during their
floor of his cell-about 20 first meeting with Foreman

The evidentiary hearing feet-on his hands. This is in December, 1968.
now in progress is to deter- -something most people can't He testified, "There was
mine if Ray is entitled to a do," DeMere said. some talk between Mr. Fore-
new trial on the charges. DeMere said he was on man and my father about

In other testimony today, friendly terms with Ray and whether the man was guilty.
Shelby County, Atty. Gen. said that Ray also got along

Hugh Stanton Jr., formerly a "Foreman said, 'Yes, he

public defender assigned to was (guilty) in his opinion.'

the Ray case, said he was
That day, Hugh, Sr., went to

"surprised" in March, 1969,
to learn that Ray would
plead guilty.

Stanton, called as Ray's
sixth witness before U.S.
District Judge Robert M.
:McRae Jr. said former
Sheriff Morris told him of
the guilty plea a few days
before Ray entered it.

"It never occurred to me
that it (the case) would be

disposed of without a trial,"
he said.

DeMere characterized
Ray's cell in the Shelby

DeMcr,i:,..sa-i-a--,ha examined 
Ray during his·entire stay in 
the jail and gave him a com­
plete physical before Ray 
was transferred to the Nash­
ville State Penitentiary fol­
lowing his March 10, 1969, 
guilty plea to the :-laying of 
the civil rights leader. 

DeMere :wid, under in~ 
structions from the late 
Crimin a I Court Judge Pres­
ton Battle, he never-discussd 
ed the case with Ray until 
after the guilty plea. 

When checking him after 
the plea, Dr. DeMere said he 
asked Ray if "he was really 
involved" in the killing. 

DeMere said: "He to"ld 
me, 'Well, let's put it this 
way, I wasn't by myself.' He 
said he wasn't going to stay 
Jong in Nashvill.e and when 
he got out" he wanted me to 
hide him out. My wife said if 
he ever showed up we were 
leaving home." 

DeMere ,vas a state wit­
ness, called out of turn be­
cause he had lo be out of 
town. 
· Asst. Slate Atty. Gen. Dick 

Ledge, through quf'stioning 
of DeMere, tried to refute 
Ray's contention that the 
conditions in the jail cell led 
to Ray, 4G, being coerced 
into pleading guilty by his 
~ttorneys. 

The evidentiary hearing 
now in progress ·is to deter­
mine if· Ray is entitled to a 
new trial on the charges. 

In other testimony to:lay, 
,Shelby County, Atty. Gen. 
Hugh Stanton Jr., formerly a 
public 'defender assigned to 
the I~ay o,se, said he was 
"surprised" in March, 1969, 
to learn lhal Ray would 
plead guilty. 

Stanton, called as Ray's 
sixth witness before U.S. 
District Judge Robert M. 
McRae J r .", said former 
.Sheriff Morris told him of 
the guilty plea a few day~; 
bef.:ire Ray entered it. 

"It never occurred to me 
that it .(the case) •would be 
disposed of without cl trial," 
he said. 

D e Me re characterized 
Ray's cell 1"fCTI1e· Shelby 

County jaLL.z.~b.jng like a 
first class motel room,, ex-
cept for the bed." · 

He admitted that R a y 
complained of the consta~t 
lights in his cell, but said 
that R a y was in "gocd, 
excellent health" during the 
eight months he treated him. 
DeMere said he found Ray 
to be in "good spirits." 

DeMere said he 3.sked Ray 
one time if he disliked 
blacks, and he said Ray 
said: "Absolutely not. He 
said he liked them. He had 
been in prison wi,h them 
before." 

DeMere said, "If anything, 
Ray was in better physical 
shape after his stay in the 
Shelby County Jail" than he 
w a s when he arrived in 
Memphis after his arrest in 
England. 

DeMere said Ray exhib­
ited no tension, adding that 
his speech and mind were 
clear. "At no time did I ever 
see him depressed," said 
DeMere. 

· ·. Del\1ere !:aid Ray did not 
complain about a lack of 
sleep, but talked some about 
his lack of privacy. 

"We envied the (physical) 
condition he was in. Two or 
three occasions I saw him 
walk across the length of the 

· flour of his cell-about 20 
feet-on his hands. This is 
-something most pecple can't 
do," DeMere said. 

DeMere said he was on 
friendly ter!lls with .. Ray and 
said that Ray~an,cq~ot along 

with his g1ir.~..,:'&'hey call• · 
ed him Jimmy." 

DeMere also said R a y 
autographed his FBI wanted 
poster and signed it: "To my 
Memphis doctor." 

DeMere said R a y had 
occasional nose bleeds and 
"ra •r:" headaches. However, 

one of Ray's attorneys asked 
De;-.,,"le why, then, the sher­
ifi <'. :c:partment logs showed 
that Fi!:r was giyen aspiri.n · 
almost eyery day. 

De.Mere said he had no 
personal records of his ~reat­
ment of Ray to check this 
by, because Sheriff Morris 
had ordered him not to keep 
any records "because the 
case was so unusual." 

Stanton was called to the 
stand after DeMere finished 
his testimony. 

· Stanton and his late fa. 
ther, Shelby County Public 
Defender Hugh Stanton Sr., 
w e r e appointed to assist 
Ray's 1969 laV{Yer, Percy 
oFreman of Houston. Stan­
tc.n said he was "piqued" to 
learn of the plans to plead 
Ray guilty since he had been 
assigned as co-counsel in the 
case by Battle. 

Stanton said he was sur­
prised, although his father 
had made the suggestion of 
a guilty plea dming their 
first meeting with Foreman 
in December, 1968. 

He testified, "There was 
some talk bet\veen Mr. Fore­
man and my father about 
whether the man was guilty. 

. . ~ _, 

"Foreman sa:a-;-"Yes, he 
was (guilty) in his opinion.' 
That day, Hugh, Sr., went to 
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General (Phil) Canale and ton. "I would not have ap- today wearing a green,said something about the Ray's first attorney
preciated that." brown and white striped tie. tigating the Ray case, said

possibility of the guilty Fensterwald said yesterday that Houston attorney Percy
plea." Stanton testified that he that Ray probably would not Foreman, who later took

However, Stanton said spoke with Ray on two occa- testify until Thursday be- over the case, never asked
Foreman ruled out the guilty sions, both times in Criminal cause attorneys have been to see his files.
plea, since the attorney Court. "I said, 'How are you'
general's office would want and he said, "I'm fine."

unable to have lengthy dis- Thompson said the only
cussions with him since histo prosecute the case be- That's the total and only

communication about the
contact I had with James

transfer from prison. Fen- files he had from Foreman
cause of world wide publici- Earl Ray." sterwald added that he prob- occurred when Foreman
ty on the slaying.

Stanton testified that he ably would complete his case wrote him a letter on Nov.
Questioned by Ray's was unsure if Foreman by the end of the week. 14, 1968, and asked him to

Washington, D.C., attorney,
asked that the public defend-

turn over the investigative
eBrnard Fensterwald, about

er be appointed to help pre- Ray's attorneys presented files on the Ray case to
the public defender's rela-

pare Ray's defense, but five witnesses vesterday to Boston author Gerold Frank.
tionship with Ray, Stanton
said the investigation was

added: "I don't think he had support their claim that Ray Thompson said instead he
was not properly represent- turned the files over to the

"hampered" because the de- any objections on our being

fendant "would not talk with appointed. I think he wel- ed by his attorneys. public defenders office,

my father. He said he didn't
comed the help we would Shelby County Sheriff's which had been appointed to

want to talk to him. He give him. He was not dis- Department Insp. Billy J. aid Foreman.

pleased with us, as far as I Smith, the man assigned as Also testifying yesterday
wanted to talk to Foreman." knew." head of the 14-man security were: Criminal Court Clerk

Stanton said he received a for. Ray in 1968 and 1969,
J. A. Blackwell, former

letter from Ray dated Jan. Stanton said he never testified that all of Ray's Shelby County Atty. Gen.

20, 1969, which said that only ordered any ballistics tests incoming and outgoing mail Administrative Asst. Lloyd

Foreman was his attorney. conducted on the rifle bear- was opened,- censored and Rhodes, and former sheriff

The letter also said that Ray photostated. He said the Morris.
ing Ray's fingerprints, which

had fired his first attorney, photostats were turned over Speaking to the question ofwas recovered near the King
Arthur Hanes Sr., after dis- slaying. to the prosecution. Smith the mail opening and securi-

covering the Alabama law- "I knew the ballistics re- said the only exception to ty arrangements, Morris

yer had entered into a con- port from the FBI was very this was Ray's outgoing mail said: "I might simply say

tract for a book with author, favorable to James Earl to his attorneys.
that we didn't feel we were

William Bradford Huie. Ray," he explained. "There doing anything that would
Memphis attorney Russell violate Mr. Ray's constitu-

Despite earlier testimony was no point to gilding the Xlilly." The FBI report could Thompson, who aided tional rights."
by sheriff's officers that no
mail between Ray and his not definitely state that the

attorneys was read, the en- shot that killed King was

velope of the letter to Stan- fired from the rifle.
ton had been initialled and Ray wore the same suit

opened, said Fensterwald. today that he wore yester-
"Would it come as a shock day, a dark brown pin-

to you to learn that the mail striped. But he wore a differ-
from Mr. Ray to you had ent shirt - blue chambray
been opened?" asked instead of yesterday's white.
Fensterwald. Although Ray was tieless

"Yes, sir," answered Stan- yesterday, he appeared

-'I 

G~~clal (m1il) Canale and 
said something about the 
possibility of th e guilty 
plea." 

. However, Stanton s a i d 

. Foreman ruled out the guilty 
plea, since t h e att~rney 
general's office would want 
to prosecutr: the case be­
cause of world wide publici­
ty on the slaying. 

Questioned by R a y , s 
-Washington, D.C., attorney, 
eBrnard Fenster,•;ald, about 
the public defender's rela­
ti9nship with Ray, Stanton 
said the investigation was 

. "hampered" bec~use the de­
fendant "would not talk with 
my father. He said he didn't 
want to talk to him. He 

·wanted to talk LO .fr~~man." 

Stanton si1,id Ile received a 
letter from Ray dated Jan. 
20, 1869, which said that only 
Foreman was his attorney. 
The letter also said that Ray 
had fired his first attorney, 
Arthur Hanes Sr., after dis­
covering the Alabama law­
yer had entered into a con­

. tract for a book with author 
William Bradford Huie. ' 

Despite earlier testimo-ny 
by sheriff's officers that no 
mail between Rav and his 
attorneys was read, the en­
velope of the letter to Stan-

. ton had been initialled and 
· opened, said Fenstenrnld. 

"Would it come as a shock 
to you to learn that che mail 
from Mr. Ray to you had 
been opened?" asked 
Fensterwald. , .. -~, 

"Yes, sir," answered Stan-

ton .. "I would not have ap­
precrated that," 

Stanton testified that he 
spoke with Ray on two occa­
sions, both times in Criminal 
Court. "I ~aid, 'How are you' 
and he said, "I'm fine." 
That's the total and only 
contact I had with James 
Earl Rav." 

Stanton testified that he 
was unsure if Foreman 
asked that the public defend­
er be appointed to help pre­
pare Ray's defense, b u t 
added: "I don't think he had 
any c·bjections on our bein<> 
appointed. I think he wel­
comed the helo we would 
give him, He -ivas not dis­
pleased wich us, as far as I 
knew." 

Stanton s a i d he never 
ordered any ballistics tests 
conducted on the rifle bear­
ll1g Ray's fingerprints, which 
was_ recovered near the Kiiig 
slaying. 

"I knew the ballistics re­
port from the FBI was very 
favorable to James Earl 
Ray," he explained. "There 
was no point to 0 ildin" the 
_lilly." The FBI r~port ~ould 
not definitely stat8 that the 1 

· ~hot that killed King was 
fired frcm the rifle. 

Ray wore the same suit 
today that he wore yester­
da~, a dark brown pin­
stnped. But he wore a differ-
0.nt shirt - blue chambray 
instead of yesterday's white. 
Although Ray was tieless 
yesterday, he appeared · 

I 

• 
today wearing a green 
brown and white striped tie. ' 

Fenstenvalcl said yesterday 
that Ray probably would not 
testify until Thursday be­
cause attorneys have been 
unable to have lengthy dis­
cussions with him since his 
transfer from prison. Fen­
sterwald added that he prob­
ably would complete his case 
by the end of the week. 

Ray's attorneys ·presented 
five witnesses yesterday to 
support their claim that Ray 
was not properly represent­
ed by his attorneys. 

Shelby County Sheriff's 
DeJ?artment Insp. Billy J. 
Smith, the man assigned as 
head of the 14-man securitv 
for. Ray in 1968 and 1969 
~estifi~d that all of Ray'~ 

, mcommg and outgoing mail 
was cpened,- censored and 
photostated. He said t h e 
p.1otostats were turned over 
to the prosecution. Smith 
said the only exception to 
this was Ray's uutgoing mail 
to his attorneys . 

Memphis attorney Russell 
X Thompson, who aided 

~ay'_s first attor,..!!G-y--hriaves­
t1gatmg the Ray case, said 
~hat Houston attorney Percy 
Foreman, who later took 
over the case, never asked 
to see his fiies. 

Thompson said the only 
communication about the 
files he had from Foreman 
occurred w h e n Foreman 
wrote him a letter on Nov. 
14, IS68, and asked him to 
turn over the investigative 
files on the Ray case to 
Boston ai.:thor Gerold Frank. 
Thompson said instead he 
turned the files over to the 
p u b l i c defenders office 
which had been appointed t~ 
aid Foreman. 

Also testifying yesterday 
were: Criminal Court Clerk 
J. A. Blackwell, former 
Shelby County Attv. Gen. 
Administrative Asst. Lloyd 
Rhodes, and former sheriff 
Morris. 

Speaking to the question of 
the mail opening and securi­
ty arrangements, Morris 
saic: "I migr.t si:nµly say 
that we didn't feel we were 
doing anything that would 
violate Mr. Ray's constitu-
tional rights." ,.~ •. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Ray, Attorneys Confer
On Eve-Of Court Date

By MICHAEL LOLLAR

In Memphis for the first time since
1969, James Earl Ray spent yesterday
conferring with attorneys and waiting (Indicate page, name of
for the evidentiary hearing that will newspaper, city and state.)
begin at 9:30 this morning.

"He looked pale and wan, and I was
surprised by the amount of weight he's
lost," said Bernard Fensterwald, one PAGE 1
of Ray's Washington attorneys.

Fensterwald, co-counsel James H.
Lesar of Washington and Robert I. Liv-
ingston of Memphis interviewed Ray in COMMERCIAL APPEAL
8 federal holding cell inside the U. S.

Marshal's Office on the 10th floor of the
Federal Office Building.

One floor above, deputy marshals MEMPHIS, TENN.
were preparing the (tightest security
precautions" ever undertaken for a

prisoner in Memphis Outside the
courtroom of U. S. Dist. Judge Robert
M. McRae Jr., marshals installed a

metal-detecting device through which

every spectator, attorney and news-
man must pass after leaving the eleva-
tors on the 11th floor of the building.

Eleven deputy marshals, five of
them in Memphis on special detail,
were assigned to oversee security for
Ray, who is seeking to withdraw his
confession to the 1968 slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

Date: Oct. 22, 1974
"These are the tightest security Edition:

precautions ever" in Memphis, said Author:

deputy marshal Willie Durham, assign- Editor: GORDON HANNA
ed to coordinate all movement into and Title:
out of the courtroom and all measures

taken to insure Ray's protection.
Ray's attorneys spent most of the

day conferring with Asst. State Attys. Character:
Gen. Henry Haile and William 'Joe'

or
Haynes of Nashville. The attorneys ex-

changed copies of exhibits, lists of wit- Classification:

nesses and ironed out last-minute legal Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
technicalities preliminary to the hear-

ing. Being Investigated

At 4:30 p.m., Lesar asked McRae to
bar from evidence depositions of Hous-

ton attorney Percy Foreman and Hart-

selle, Ala., author William Bradford
Huie. Lesar asked the judge to order
both witnesses to appear in person,
since their written testimony would

give-the judge no insight into their "de-

meanor."

f'D•350 (Rev, 7-16-63) 
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·-Ray, Attorneys Confer· 
~--~~ 011 Eve-Qf Coui:t--Date 

By MICHAEL LOLLAR 

Jin Meniphis for the first.Jfaie_si,-,ce 
1969, James Earl Ray spent yesterday 
conferring with attorneys and waiting 
for the evidcntbry hearing that will 
begin at D: 30 this morning. 

"He !coked pale and wan, and I was 
surprised by the amount of weight he's 
lost," said Bernard FcnsterwaJd, one 
of Ray's Washington attorneys. 

Fensterwald, co-counsel J amcs H. 
Lesar of Washington and Robert I. Liv­
ingston of Memphis iDterviewed Ray in 
a federal holding cell inside the U. S. 
Marshal's Office on the 10th floor of the 
Federal Office Building. 

One floor above, deputy marshals 
were preparir!gc-t.f:a..:.!tightcst security 
precautions" ever undertaken for a 

. prisoner in J\icmphi~. C'utside th e 
courtroom of U. S. Dist. Jud~e Robert 
M. McRae Jr., marshals installed a 
metal-detecting device through which 

· every spectator, attorney and news­
man must pass after leaving the eleva­
tors on the 11th floor of the building. 

Eleven deputy marshals, five of 
them in Memphis on special detail, 
were assigned to oversee security for 
Ray, who is seeking to withdraw his 
confession to the 1968 slaying of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

"These are the tightest security 
precautions ever" in 1\1emphis, said 
deputv marshal Willie Durham, assign­
ed to coordinate all movement into and 
out of the courtroom and all measures 
taken to insm~e Ray's protection. 

Ray's attorneys spent most of the 
day conferring with Asst. State Attys. 
Gen. Henry Haile and William 'Joe' 

· Haynes of Naslwille. The attorneys ex­
changed copies of exhibits, lists of wit­
nesses and ironed out last-minute legal 
teclmicalities preliminary to the hear­
ing. 

At 4:30 p.m., Lesar asked l\'IcRae to 
bar from evidence depositions of Hous­
ton attorney Percy Foreman and H_art­
selle, Ala., author William Bradtord 
Huie. Lesar asked the judge to order 
both witnesses to appear in person, 
since their written testimony wot:!d 
gim--fae..ju::lge no insight into_ti;.r.,iJ:.!.'.1s'.e-

. meanor." 

(Indicate page, name cf 
newspaper, city and state,) 

- PAGE .:1. 
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McRae said the depositions must be
allowed as evidence and refused to
order Foreman and Huie to Memphis
since federal law places a 100-mile ter-
ritorial limit on the court's subpena

power in civil cases.
Fensterwald said he expects to call

Ray as his fourth witness late today.The first three witnesses will be Crimi-
nal Court Clerk J. A. 'Bubba' Black-
well, former Shelby County Asst. Atty.
Gen. Lloyd 'Dusty' Rhodes and John
Carlisle, an investigator with the attor-

ney general's office.
In the hearing, Ray's attorneys will

attempt to show that Ray was coerced
into pleading guilty to the King slaying
by Birmingham attorney Arthur
Hanes, Foreman and Huie, Both attor-
neys had negotiated literary contracts
with Huie for royalty rights to Huie's
book, "He Slew the Dreamer."

Ray claims the contracts created a
conflict of interest sausing his former
attorneys to pressure him into pleading
guilty in order to preserve the econom-
ic value of the book.

The prisoner also claims the condi-
tions of his confinement in the Shelby
County Jail prior to his guilty plea af-
fected his state of mind. He claims he
was unable to confer with his attorneys
in private because of constant audio
and visual monitoring of the jail cell,
and that after eight months in the cell
he was unable to resist the supposed
pressures to plead guilty.

Ray is in that same maximum-se-
curity cell during his stay in Memphis,
but without any form of electronic
monitoring devices, jailers say.

As Ray left the cell for the Federal
Office Building shortly before 10 a.m.
yesterday, he was carrying an armload
of personal files which the state had
asked to examine during the hearing.
McRae ordered Ray to bring the files,
which included correspondence be-
tween him and his former attorneys
prior to his guilty plea on March 10,

1969.

James Earl Ray (Right) Is Escorted Back To Shelby County Jail

With Ray Is Deputy U.S. Marshal Charles Meadors
-Staff Photo by Richard Gardner

• M;itc1: :-.a:ct the dcpositio[ls mnst .. b. 
allowed i'I~ e· •idcncc and rcru~ed to 
order Foreman and TTui c to MP nnhis 
since federal law places a JOO-mile ·te r­
ritorial limit on the court's subpcna 

power in civil cao.f''i.. _ 
Fensterwald said he expects to cal! 

Ray .. -::: his~fourth witness late today. 
1 he first th reC' witnesses will b~ Crim i­
nal Court Clerk J . A. 'Dubba' Black­
well, former Shelby County Asst. Atty. 
Gen. Lloyd 'Dust_v• Rhod0~ and John 
Carl isle, an in\"cstigator with the attar­

ney general's or tic'.!. 
In the hearing, Ray 's at torneys will 

attcn pt to show that Rav was coerced 
into pleading ~uilty to the ring shying 
by Dirrninnha n attorney /I rt h u r 
Hanes, Foreman and Hu iP. Both attor­
neys had ne6otiated litenrv contracts 
with Huie for royalty riglit°s to Hllle 's 
book, "He Slew the DrC'<tmer." 

Ray claims the contracts created a 
ccnflict of i11t.: •·f'.,r. a11sing h1.-; fcrmer 
ttomeys to pressure him into p,0.1ding 

guilty in order to p:·cscrve the c<.onom­
ic value of the boo-. 

The pr;soner also claims the condi­
tions of his confir,em 'n, in the ::ihclby 
Coun ty Jail prior to his ;uilt~ p1c·a af­
fected his state of minr!. He clair s he 
was unable ta confer ,·i 1h his attorneys 
in private because of co1Jstant audio 
and vi sual moni tnrin'." 0f the j~i! cell, 
c:nd that after eight months in the cell 
he was unable to resis, the st.:pposed 

pressures to plePd guiltv. 
Ray is in that same maximum-Se• 

curity cell during his stay in Memphis, 
but vithout any form of electronic 
monitoring devices, j->ilcrs say. 

As Ray left the cell for the Federal 
Office Building shortly before 10 a.m . 
yesterday, he was carryin.s an armload 
cf personal files which the state had 
asked to examine during the hearing. 
McR. .1P ord0red Ray to bring the files, 
which included correspondence be­
~wr._n him and his form PL.alll;ln eys 
prin~~· guilty plea on March io, 

1969. 
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·---- - . - " . . . - - -- E- ~r:d Back To Sheloy Coun+_t_~ J titf16st<1rl Ray (Right) Is sc Cl arlcs Meadors W" th Ray l s Deputy U .S. Jlarshal l - st~tt PhOIObVRlcho:dGa,dntr 
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James Earl Ray, Attorneys
Confer at Federal Building
By KAY PITTMAN BLACK When brought from the

Press-Scimitor Staff Writer Shelby County jail and load-
James Earl Ray, convict- ed into a U.S. Marshal's car,

ed killer of Dr. Martin Lu- the 46-year-old Ray looked (Indicate page, name of
ther King Jr., was taken tired and much older than newspaper, city and state.)
from his Shelby County jail when seen by the public in
cell - where he arrived last 1969.

night - to the Federal Of- Ray, sources said, was
fice Building at 10 a.m. taken to the Federal Office PAGE
today by U.S. Marshals. Building to confer with his

It was Ray's first visit to attorneys, Robert I. Living-
the Marshal's holding cell on ston of Memphis, Bernard MEMPHIS PRESS
the 10th floor, prior to the Fensterwald and James SCIMITAR
start of the evidentiary hear- Lesar of Washington, D.C.
ing before U.S. District The attorneys were meet-
Judge Robert M. McRae Jr., ing this morning in a ninth
tomorrow. floor conference room with MEMPHIS, TENN.

The hearing is to deter- Asst. State Atty. Gen. Henry
mine if Ray was coerced by Haile going over exhibits
his attorneys into pleading that will be used at the hear-

guilty on March 10, 1969. If ing and witnesses who will
that is found to be so, Judge be called.
McRae could order the state JAMES EARL RAY
to give Ray a new trial for Fensterwald, chief counsel

the April 4, 1968 slaying. tence in the Nashville State for Ray, said they have sub-

Ray is serving a 99-year sen- Penitentiary.
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,By KI\.Y PI1T\IA~ BLACK 
Press-Sc'mrlor ~ta ff Wriler 

James Earl Ray, convict­
ed killer of Dr. l\la:·tin Lu­
ther King Jr., was takC'n 
from his Shelby County . R1l 
celi - where he arnved last 
night - to the Federal Of­
f i c e Building at 10 a.m, 
today by U.S. Marshals. 

It was Ray's first visit to 
the Marshal'5 holding cell on 
the 10 h floor, prior to the 
sta rt of the evidentiarv hear­
i ng before U.S. District 
J udge Robert M. McRae Jr.. 
tomorrow. 

The hearing is to deter­
mine if Ray was coerced by 
his attornevs into oleadm£: 
guilty on March 10, 1969. Jf 
that is fou nd to be so, Judge 
McRae could order the state 
to gi\'e Ray a new trial for 
the April j ... J.Qi\ slaying. 
Ray is ser~ing a 99-'year sen-

( Mou~t Cli pping in Sp ac e Belo w) 
------------------1 
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JAJIES EARL RAY 

tence in the Nashville State 
Penitentiary. 

hen brought from the 
Shelby County jail and load­
ed into a U.S. ;\larshal's car, 
the 46-year-old Ray looked 
tired and much older than 
when seen by the public in 
1969. 

Ray, sources said, was 
taken to the Federal Office 
Building to coafcr with his 
attorneys, Robert I. Living­
ston of Memph:s, Bernard 
Fensterw.:ild an d James 
Lesar of Washington, D.C. 

The attorneys were meet­
ing this morning in a ninth 
floor conference room with 
Asst. State Atty. Gen. Henry 
H3.ile going over exhibits 
that will be used at the hear­
ing and witnesses who will 
be called. 

Fenstcrwald, chief counsel 
for Ray, s_aid they have sub-

(ln d l cc•,. pagP , n ame of 
n e w spape!', ci ty anct s tate . ) 
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poenaed about 20 witnesses.
Among those, he said, are

former Shelby County attor-
ney general Phil Canale, for-
mer chief prosecutor Robert
Dwyer, and former county
prosecutor James Beasley
(Beasley and Dwyer are now
judges), Investigator John
Carlisle, and Shelby County
Medical Examiner, Dr.
Jerry Francisco, the man in
charge of the King autopsy.

Also subpoenaed are Loyd
Jowers, of 418 S. Main, said
to be the operator of Jim's
Grill near the rooming house
slaying scene; J ames
McCraw, Yellow Cab driver,
who is expected to testify
that one of the state's eye
witnesses, Charles Stephens.
was too drunk at the time of
the King killing to identify
anyone; and Guy W. Canipe,
who owned the business on
South Main in front of which
the gun alleged to have been
used to shoot King was TWO SIDES MEET ON EVE OF HEARING

dropped. James Earl Ray's attorneys, from left, James Lesar, Robert I. Livingston and Ber-

"From the list of wit- nard Fensterwald, confer today with the prosecution-Henry Haile, assistant attorney gen-

nesses it appears we are eral, right
--Press-Scimitar Staff Photo by John P. George

going to be trying the Martin
*

Luther King murder case,"
said Haile. "It will be an

interesting session."
The state has not revealed

its list of witnesses and

Ray's attorneys have not
submitted all of theirs.

Fensterwald said it would
be decided today whether
Ray would be called to the
stand as the first witness.
However, sources indicate
that he will probably be call-
ed later in the hearing.

poenaed ahCJ!l2J) _witnesses. 
Among 'those, lie sa ·d. are 

former Shelby County attor­
ney general Phil Ca:nlc fo r­
mer chief prosecut'Jr R~bcrt 
Dwyer, and form er countv 
prosecutor James Bcaslc~ 
~Beasley and Dwyer arc no~v 
Judges), Invcstiaato:- John 
,Carl!sle, and Shelby Coun ty 
Medical Examiner, Dr . 

· J erry Fnncisco. the man in 
charge of the King autopsy. 
- Also SL bpoenae<l are Loyd 
Jowers, ,lf 418 s. !\Iain, said 
to be the operator of Jim's 
Grill near the roomin_g house 
slaying scene; J a m r s 

: McCraw, Yellow Cab driver. 
· who is expected to test ify 
· ·_ th_at cr.e of the state's eye 

witnesses, Charles Stephens. 
was too drunk al the time of 
the King killing to identifv 

. anyone; and GU)' \V. Canipe, 
who owned the b11 5iness on 
South fain in front of which 
the gun alleged to have been 
used to shoot Kina was 
dropped. "' 

"From t h e list of wit­
nesses it appears we are 
going to be trying the Marrin 
Lut her King murder case," 
said Haile. "It will be an 
interesting ses ion." 

The state has not revealed 
i t s list of witne>sses and 
Ray's attorneys have not 
_submitted all of theirs. 

Fensterwald said it would 
be decided todav wheth r 
·Ray would be cailed to the 
stand as the first v·itness . 
However, sources indirntc 
that he wiltfurobably be call­
ed later in t e h aring. 

' I 

TWO SIDES , lEET " EV:S OF HEARI~iG 

James Earl :Ray's attorneys, iron1 J~h, Jame.,; Lc1,a1, Rot::rt I. L:vi'1g5t0 
., d Ber­

nard Fer.ste wald, confer today wit 1 the prosecution-Henry Haile, assistant attorney gen-

eral r'ght...- -Prc•s-Scimltor Stal/ Photo by Jchn P. Gooroe 

* * ,. "' ,. * * * .---· 
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Luther King? M JL
By Paul W. Valentine Tennessee state prosecu-
Washington Post Staff Writer FOT'S acknowledge do

not have a textbook caseMEMPHIS - Did James
Earl Ray pull the trigger in against ay-there are some

the assassination of Dr. Mar- gaps in the physical evi-

finL'uther King Jr.? dence linking Ray with the
nurder bullet-but they

The answer to that ques- still.feel there is a sufficient
tion continues to elude the overall pattern of evidence
public after an exhaustive 10 convict Ray if he should
and tangled federal court stand trial.
hearing two weeks ago into Ray's attorneys contend
claims by Ray that he was the evidence is so weak they
coèrcedby money-hungry at- will be able to establish at
torneys into pleading guilty deast. a "reasonable doubt"
to slaying the civil rights about his guilt and win an
leader more than six years acquittal. )
ago. As attorneys, they are not

U.S. District Court Judge interested in establishing
Robert M. McRae Jr. has who the real killer is, just in
taken the case under advise- showing the state's proof is

ment and indicated he will insufficient to pinpoint Ray.
not rule for some weeks on Throughout the hearing be- The Washington Post A-2
whether Ray may withdraw fore McRae, opposing attor-

Washington Star-News
his guilty plea and stand trieys portrayed Ray in widely
trial for the murder. contrásting terms. Daily News (New York)

Ráy,thin and wan at 46, Défense attorneys pic- The New York Times

has been returned to his tured' him as a hapless vic- The Wall Street Journal
maximum security cell at time his will softened by

the Tennessee state peniten- harsh prison conditions, who The National Observer

tiary in Nashville. was pressured by his former The Los Angeles Times
lawyers to remain silent and

Although the hearing, plead guilty, thus preserving
somewhat technical and nar- exclusive details of the mur- NOV 10 1974
row in- scope, was not called der to fulfill lucrative liter- Date
to answer the larger ques- ary contracts with author
tion of who killed King, at William Bradford Huie.
least four separate versions State, prosecutors por-
of Ray's activities and

trayed Ray as a street-wise,
whereabouts at the moment prison-savyv convict who ac-
King was shot nevertheless
came to the surface, muddy-
ing the already controver-
sial evraence in the murder.
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MEMPHIS -'- Did James 
Earl Hay pull the trigger iri 
the assassination of Dr. Mar­
~itrLtither King Jr.? 

'I'he answer to that ques-
1)011. continu.es to elude ~he 
pu[Jlip after an exhaustive 
and' tangled federal court 
hearing two weeks ago into 
claims by Ray that he was 

I ·ceerced by money-hungry at­
tci1;rieys into pleading guilty 
tfl ,, slaying the ci Vil rights 
fuader more than six years 
ag6.· 

'•o.s. District Court Judge 
Rbb;,rt M. McRae Jr. has 
1.ak;ri. the case under , advise-
111en t and indicated he will 
not :rule for some weeks on 
Jl.{hether Ray may withdraw 
frls · guilty plea and stand 
l·:rinl ·for the murder.' 
'.·Ray, thin and wan at 4?, 
h.is -been returned to his 
fu'a~imum security ~ell at 
ihe Tennessee state peniten­
tiary in Nashville. 
, Afthough the hearing, 

8{)Ii1ewhat technical and nar­
MW in scope, was not called 
to answer the larger ques­
ti,on of who }{illed King, at , 
lg,ast ·_four seP.arate. versions , 
q}; ·: Ray's activities and 
wfiereabouts at the, momen,t ' 
King was shot nevertheless 
eame to the surface, muddy-

' ing the . already , • .J:fil,l!r.D._!:ler­
, gi11l'.~~J.11.tne »i,llfg_e_r .. 

;rgnpesS}:C state . proseci.1-

t'S_ -0.ckn~wledge~~'i:io, 
t have a textbook· case 

~aiii5t Ray-,-thefo are some 

11urcf.er bullet-but they 

f 
ap:;;: in the physical evi-

, .1.i:>n(.• e_ linking Ray with the 

ti!Lklel there is a sufficient 
vcr;ill pattern of evidence 
o convict Ray ,if he should 

~tam( trial. 
f · Ray's attorneys contend 
~he evidence is so weak they 
~wm: ·be able to establish a~, 
fleast'. a "reasonable doubt 
labotit his guilt and win an 
;acquittal. ) 
r '. As "attorneys, they are not 
}interested in establishing 
:who: the real killer is, just in 
;:showing the state's proof is 
~i?su.fficient to pinpoin~ Ray. 
~ .• TljJipughout the h~armg be­
Hore, .1\'lcRae opposmg attor­
Fil':,'&: portrayed Ray in widely 
, dontrasting terms. 
• , Defense attor,m;ys pic­
,1 t;1red'. him as a hapless vie­
,: hm: , his will softened by 
,i har:½ll prison conditions, who 
r was:·pressured by his former 
~ iaw~·s to remain silent ~nd 
• ialea:ct guilty, thus preservmg 
~ exclusive details of ,the mur- , 
t C!ler:to fulfill lucrative liter-

\
. trY • ~9ntr.·acts with . author , 
f illhin Bradford Hme. 
, . 'ti', .l)~Oi!E!(!ll.tOf.$ p<ii:'- \ 

\t'ra li.a:'1,-.: as .a•,_;str(et-wise, 1 

I · . · ··"- 'don& vllt0.:w, 
I·; r1~~~~: 1 
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cepted the guilty plea and The hearing stemmed irregularities demanding a
Foreman obtained a post-

99-year séntence arrange- from years of court maneu- full-scale judicial inquiry." portenrent of the TITAT and,

ment as the only way to vering by Ray's current at-
after examining the case, said

Shortly after Ray's arrest
torneys, including Bernard

he agreed to have Ray pleadavoid a probable death sen- in England on June 6, 1968, guilty because of the
tence. He also anticipated a Fensterwald of Washington, Hanes flew to London at
portion of the royalties from assassination researcher, Ray's request carrying a "overwhelming" evidence
Huie's literary, efforts, they former Senate Judiciary hastily drawn contract with against him. The guilty plea
argued, and in any event he Committee expert on wire- writer Huie. The contract was made on March 10, 1969,

planned to short-circuit the tapping and sometime attor- contained a schedule of ad- and Ray was sentenced to 99

99-year sentence by escaping ney for convicted Watergate vance payments to Hanes to- years in prison with the ear-
at the first opportunity, burglar James W. McCord taling $40,000 ostensibly as a liest parole eligibility date

Jr. defense fund for Ray and in the year 2018, when he
Ray has already attempt-

Fensterwald, 53, was based on anticipated royal- will be 90.
ed to escape at least twice
since starting his sentence, joined by Robert I. Living ties from a book planned by On entering the case,

ston, a drawling, pistol-tot- Huie about the murder to be Foreman also assumed the
prison officials said. ing Memphis lawyer, and published by Delacorte contracts that Hanes had

Last week's hearing also James H. Lesar, doggedly Press.

provided conflicting ver- energetic young Washington Huie also planned a three-
had with Huie. Ray's attor

sions of Ray's movements at attorney who has handled part series of articles for neys contended that Huie,

the moment King was shot, virtually nothing but the now-defunct Look magazine,
who was receiving firsthand

6:01 p.m., April 4, 1968. Ac- Ray case in his brief career. and there was speculation
written accounts from Ray

cording to varying accounts: that a movie would also
on details surrounding the

Opposing them was Ten asassination, initially urged
Ray was standing on the nessee Assistant Attorney

come out of the assassina-

sidewalk in front of a Main tion story.
Ray not to testify at his No#

General Henry Hale, 31, vember trial and later to
Street rooming house when Huie's contract specified

quick-footed courtroom
King was felled by a single that, among other things,

plead guilty so that Huie
strategist wtih a disarming, could ,retain his exclusive

bullet fired from the rear of country-boy manner, aided Hanes would be advanced
$5,000 "on the first day" af- access to the details.

the building. by William J. (Joe) Haynes ter Ray was returned to the Huie denied these

Ray was sitting in a car Jr., a 25-year-old black attor- United States and $5,000 charges. He said that when

in front of the rooming ney in Haile's office who each month thereafter for he decided after his own in-
house when the shot was said he had asked for the five months, "assuming that vestigation that there was

fired from the rear. Ray assignment. I receive all the cooperation no evidence of a more inter-

Ray was elsewhere in McRae, the 52-year-old from you and Ray guaran- esting tale of conspiracy and

the city at the moment the judge who presided over the teed by the agreement." that Ray alone killed King,

shot was fired. mammoth evidentiary hear- Ray's attorneys contended "My publisher said, 'Then

Ray killed King, firing a ing, is a quiet man with a why write a book at all'
the book contract imposed a

tousled look who rarely Ray's ultimate guilty
Remington. 30-06 rifle from a "schedule" on Ray's legalcommented except for occa- plea "completely de-
rear bathroom window of the moves, foreclosing a possi-

sional light jabs of humor. stroyed" the sales potential
rooming house as King stood ble extradition fight in Eng

Considered a political mod- of a book, he said. Even SO,
on the balcony of the Lorraine land and timing his court

erate, he was appointed to a book by Huie entitled "He
Motel 207, feet away. appearances and trial in

the bench in 1966 by Presi- Slew the Dreamer" was pub,
The versions came from Memphis to fit Huie's pub-dent Johnson and has han- lished, but Huie said he re-

Huie and assorted attorneys, lishing deadlines.
dled the bulk of Memphis'

ceived only $4,461 in royal-
all of whom claim Ray gave current racial busing litiga- Huie denied this in a de- ties from it.
them their particular ver- position submitted to Mc-tion. Foreman, the blustery 724

sion at one time or another Rae's court, and Hanes, who year-old Texas lawyer said

in the past six years. The hearing set the stage appeared in person, firmly in a deposition that there
for Ray's charges of uncon- maintained he was con- Was no need to pressure Ray

"Clearly," said one mem-
stitutional coercion and in-

ber of Ray's present defense cerned only with Ray's legal to plead guilty because of
effective assistance by his welfare and that Huie had the strong evidence against

team, "some of these people former attorneys, Arthur no influence on him.
were confabulating," which is him and' because Ray ac-

Hanes Sr., segregationist ex- Specifically, he said, Ray knowledged committing the
one, way of saying their mem-

mayor of Birmingham, Ala.
ories weren't working prop- told him he did not want to

and Percy Foreman, noted
erly! Or else, others suggest, fight extradition. "He told

criminal attorney from
Ray told each person a differ- me he was weary and tired

Houston. and wanted to come home,"ent story. The Sixth U.S. Circuit Hanes testified.
Ray, who testified for sev-

Court of Appeals, in order- Hanes said he continued
eral hours at the hearing, was

ing the hearing, said the preparing for Ray's trial,
silent on the subject. Ray case "reeks with ethi- scheduled for Nov. 12, 1968,

cal, moral and professional and was confident his client
would be acquitted when
Ray suddenly dismissed him
two days before trial and re-
placed him with Percy, Fore-
man.

cept~Uhb guilty ,.Plea afid 
99-~se'ntence; a,rran e­
ment as the only way to 
avoid a probable death sen­
tence. He also anticipated a 
portion of the royalties from 
Huie's literary, efforts, they' 
argued, and in any event he 
planned. tci:,short-circuit the 
99-year sen~ence by 'escaping 

1 at the first opportunity, . . . I 
Ray has already attempt-\ 

, eel to escape at least twice I 
I since starting his sentence, 
I prison officials said. 
I , 

' Last week's hearing also 
\ provided conflicting ver-
1 sions of Ray's movements at 
: the moment King was shot, 
· 6:01 p.m., April 4, 1968. Ac­
I cording to varying accounts: 

• Ray was standing on the 
i sidewalk in frop.t of a Main· 
! street rooming house when 
. King was felled by a single 
I bullet fired from the rear of' 
; tlle building. · 
1 • • Ray was sitting in a car 
! in front of the rooming 
: house when the shot was 
· fired from the rear. 

• Ray was elsewhere in 

1
the city at the moment the· 
shot was fired·. 

' . • Ray killed King, firing a 
Remington. 30-06 rifle from a 

' rear. bathroom window of the 
1 rooming liouse as King st~d / 
i on the balcony of the Lorraine I 
: Motel 207, feet away~ · \ 
'. . The versio·ns: came· from. 
1

1 

Huie and assorted attorneys, \ 
all of whom claim Ray gave i 

: them their particular ver-1 
_; sion at one time or another · 
; in' the past six years. 1 

; "Clearly," said one m,em­
, ber of Ray's present defense 
team "some of these peop~e 
were' confabulating," which is, 
one, way of saying t~eir mem-

\ ories weren't workmg prop­
; erly'. Or else, others su~gest, 
i Ray told each _person a differ-
I ent story. 

\ 

, Ray, who testified for sev­
e~al hou~s at the ~earing, ~a• 
s!lllnc on me subJER~ 

L _,__,_.---

I ~~aring .._!ltemriwd \ l from years of coirrt maneu- 1 

i' vering by Ray's current at-1 
torneys, including Bernard 

, Fensterwald of Washington, 1 
assassination researcher; I 
former Senate Judiciary 
Committee expert on wire- i 
tapping and sometime attor- : 

1 ney for convicted Wiitergate f 
; ,burglar James W. McCord·, 
'Jr. 

1 Fensterwald, 53, was ,, 
, joineg by Robert I. Living- 1 

ston, a drawling, pist9l-tot- , 
: ing Memphis lawyer, and 
; James . H. Lesar, doggedly. 
i energetic young Washington , 
i attorney who has handled : 
: virtually nothing but the : 
1 Ray case in his brief career ... 
i, Opposing _!!'!~I!!. !as :~~ 
~ nes§Ee - -5§sistant -A:ttornty ~ 

General Henry Hale, 3,11 ',' 

quick-footed courtroom i 
strategist wtih a disarming, ! 
country-boy manner, aided 
by William J. (Joe) Haynes 
Jr., a 25-year-old •black attor- \ 
ney in Haile's office who · 
said· he had asked for the · ; 

' Ray assignment. 
McRae, the 52-year-old- :: 

judge who pre;;;ided over the I 
I mammoth evidentiary 'h.ear- . 
, ing, is a quiet man with a · 

tousled look wlio rarely " 
commented except for occa-

1 sional lig'ilt jabs of humor. 
I Considered a political mod- , 
, crate, he was appointed to \ 
II the bench in 1966 by Presi-1 

dent Johnson and has han-· 
,' d\ed the )mlk of Memphis' 1 

; .current racial busing litiga- : 
1 tion. 
\ .'- The hearing set the stage 'i 
\ for Ray's charges of uncon- ' 

l 
stitutional caercion and in­
effective assistance ,by his: 

, former attorneys, Arthur , 
: Hanes Sr., segregationist ex- I 

mayor of Birmingham, Ala., ; 
, and Percy ,Foreman, noted 1 

\ criminal attorney from I 
I Houston. · 
I The Sixth ffS, Circuit 
1
Court ,of Appeals, in orde.r- 1 

i ing the hearing, said tile ; 
1Ray case "reeks with ethi-' 

1 
cal, ~d professional 

I_ ,-

ifreghiarities. dem~ 1 
,full-scale judicfal'!pql.l!ry." I 

Shortly after- Ray's arrest: 
in England on Ji.iJie :ti,. 1968,; 1 

Hanes flew to · Londoi1 at': 
Ray'.s request ca.dying a ; 
hast.Hy drawn contract with: 
writer Huie. Ti¥' :::contract , 
contained a schedule of ad- j 
vance payments to Hanes to- : 
taling $40,000 osJensibly as ,a · 
defense fµnd' for Ray and. 
base!l on, anticipated· royal­
.ties from a pook planned by 

!
,:Huie about the murder to be 

p u b I i s:h e d by Delacorte 
,Press, · I ) . Huie also pianned a three-! 

l 
J,Dart series of articles for', 
now-defunct Look magazine,' 
and there was speculation 

,. that a ,movie would also 
'i come out of the assa~sina-
tion story. · 

i Huie:s contract specified I 
I that, filllOng other things, 

Hanes would be advanced 
:, $5,000 "on ·the first .day" af­
•ter Ray was returned to the 

, United States and' $5,000 
each month thereafter for 

: five months,· "assuming that 
; I receive all the cooperation 
1 
from · you _ a,n,d Ray · guaran:~ 

,,teed by the. agreementY· 
· Ray•~ attorneys contended 

the•book-c~-ntract 1mposecra l 
"schedule" on Ray's legal; 
.J11oves, foreclosing a possi- · 
ble extradition fight in Eng. I 

· land and timing his court: 
appearances and trial· in' 
Memphis to fit Huie's pub- , 
lishing deadlines. _ / , 

Huie denied this in- a de­
position sulimitted to Mc­
Rae's court, and· Hanes, who 
appeared in person, firmly 
maintaine'd he was con­
cerned only with· Ray's legal 
welfare. and that Huie had 
no influence on him. · 

Specifically, he said, Ray 
told him he did not want to 
fight extradition. "He told 
me he was weary and tired 
and wanted to come home," 

Hanes testified. 
Hanes said he continued i preparing for Ray's trial, 

I scheduled for ~ov. 12,' 1968, 
and was confident his client 

i would be acquitted when 
: Ray suddenly dismis~d him 
' two- days before trial and re­
, placed him with Perc;y,Fore-
.~_an. 1:Y. " - ;-; ~ 

1 
Foreman obtained a post-

po:n"i'.i,iefii of theO:..criaI abd 

l
: after e.xamining the case, 'hfr{ 

he agreed to have Ray plead 
guilty because -. of the 

I - "gve;whefui~~.-;- s: e~iden~e/ 
against hi,m. The guilty plea 
was made on March 10 1969 
and Ray was sentenced to 99 
years in prison with the ear­
liest parole eligi~ility date 
in the year 2018, when he 
will be 90.' , · 

On entering the . c a s e 
Fore111an ~so assumed th~ 

, coiiLracts hat Hanes had 
~ ' - <.L- ,,; --~ 
:- had wi1£i .ff uie. Rays attor-

neys · c tended that Hui~s 
who was receiving firsthand 
written accounts · from Ray · 
.on details surrounding the 
asassination, initially urged 

· Ray not to testify at his No{ 
! •vember trial and later to' 
',, plead .. guilty so that Huie 
:•could /etain his exclusive 
, acce.&s to the details. 
;. Huie, denied 'these· 
i · charge§. He sa:io. that when 

lle deciiled .after his own in­
vestiiation 'that 'there was 
ilo· eVide-nce 'Of a More illier: 
· ~stip,_g }ale of. conspiracy ~nd 

· that.Ray alone killed Kiri~, 
"MY.'.l'>~bli~hli! :~aid, ~"J.;~en 
why-;wonte m ,book at all~";.,,. 

: ~a:Vs ut tjmllte · g4,ilty 
· p 1 ea. "c o\m,pl et eli''.Jt'.e­
$troye'd" ttie/ sales . potentj.tal 
of'a book, lie ·said. Eve1t)cf, 
.a.ti.oak by gµie entitled ''~e 
· Slew the Dreamer" was pub, 
lished, but Huie said he re­
ceived only $4,461 in· royal: 
tfes1 from it'/ ·', 

Foreman,.dhe blusthY. 7z; 
ye_ar7old T~f:;is. lawyeti/sa~d 
;irf1 a . deposition ' .• tbat there 
.~as ilo nee!,d,,'fo ,pri~"ure Raf 
to plead $Uilty, ,,becaJis~ o;J: 
,the strong,.'e:\iidence against 

'him' and'' ·b~cause". Ray it:, 
- knowledged ·committing •the 
cri~.vt- v - '?a :;,' ;::;;::! · J 
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He said Ray told him he Also. FRI ballistics expert
intentionally left his finger- Robert A. Frazier said in an
prints on the 30-06 rifle affidavit that the bullet re-

found near the murder scene moved from King's body

"because he wanted the was so mutilated that it
boys back in Jefferson City, could not be matched con-

[Missouri state prison, where clusively with the rifle
Ray was formerly held] to found on the sidewalk.

know that he had done it During the hearing, Ray's

He didn't want to be caught attorneys also attacked the

but he wanted the credit. He credibility of the state's key

thought he would be the eyewitness, a rooming house

hero of the white segment of resident and known heavy

America."
drinker named Charles Q.

According to Memphis po-
Stephens, who told police he

lice and state prosecutors,
saw a man resembling. Ray

King was shot by a person
fleeing from the building
moments after the shot.

firing from the rear bath-
room window of the room-

James C. McCraw, a Mem-

ing house. The .30-06* Rem-
phis taxi driver, testified,
however, that 15 minutes be-

ing rifle was discovered mo- fore the shooting, Stephens
ments after the shooting
abandoned on the sidewalk

was in his room "pretty,
drunk" and unable to get

near the front of the room- up.
ing house. Even before Ray pleaded

Ray, who says he) was an, guilty, his attorneys argued,
unwitting member of a he was subjected to uncon-

group ne beleives responsi- stitutionally harsh jail con

ble for ;killing King, ac- ditions, constant closed cit
knowledged purchasing the cuit television surveillance
rifle and renting a room in and mail censorship, all of
the rooming house the after- which deprived him of the

noon of the shooting. ability to, make- reasoned or
But he claims he gave the confidential decisions in his

rifle to "another party" two case.

days before the murder and

left the rooming, house sey-

eral minútesbefore the shot
was fired. Ray's attorneys
say he was `working with a
narcotics smuggling ring as

a low-level operative and

was; unaware of any plot to
assassinate King. They sav

he was elsewhere in the city
when the fatal shot was

fired and has a witness to

support. the claim. They
would not name the witness

While FBI agents and

Memphis police found physi
cal evidence that Ray was in

the rented room, they found
no prints for other evidence

that he was ever in the adja-

cent bathroom.

r. Ho .,,,;d ""a'y• t ld h' ' h ' ,. 1, _ _ _;::)n o__~¼Jl} e ·! 
,' mtent10nally left" his fmger- ·, 
; prints on . the .. 30-06 · rifle ', 
, found near the murder scene )I 

1 "because he wanted the 
) bo~s ba~k .i~ Jeffe;son City,' I 
I [Missouri st~te prison; '.where'- I 
: Ray was formerly held]' tcd 
: knQW: that he had done it : • . ] 
: ~e didn't ,want.to be cauglit I 
) but he wanted the credit. He : 
, thought he would be the I 
i hero of the white segment of I 

: America." 
; · According to Memphis po­
, lice and . state prosecutors 
· King was shot by a perso~ 
'. firing from the rear bath: 
i room window of the room­
• fng house., The ··.30.os• Rein­
i ing ·rifle was discovered mo­
: rile,hts after , t_he, · shooting 
' abandoned, on the sjdewalk I 

: near' the front of t:ti,e c:ro'otn-•I 
1 inghouse .. ,.·:, ,: 
1. _'.!~~Y,. w~~o, Say~ h~'•.was ap,·j 
, unwitting -- member of a I 
\ gro,~e: r~~p~n~i=-r'j 
i ble for ;killi1tg, , ~tng, . ac• 
1 
knowledged. purchasing the 

!rifle and ireritinif a room in 
ithe ro01?3-ing 'ho11se the• aftei·­
;·noon of the sho.6tiug. 
i. Bi.ft he '.claim's Jiliav:e the 
1.rifleto "anothei,: iPa,Ft~"''two 
,·_days before the;m1,1;rd!;Jr ,nl!d 
; left th_e foomipg, hquse seir­
;1.e:ral lriintites before,.\1!.~ ,'s1'~t, 
: was •fired. Ray's -1:1,ttornefs! 
: say ,he was :.working ,with ta I 
i nar{otics smuggling_ !l')-rig ~sj 
\ a .. : low-level operative · and, 
; wa;s;u~a~re 'of· aP,Y i>lciL1o\ 
. assassinate .King,·• T~ey -s~y•, 
; h~ ir~s elseWh!:_!Je' in _.the· city : 
I when the 'fatal -shot was' ·. firea and has 'a·- witRess i,o :, 
i_ s U:J? po r\ t1!_e.::cl~in:i,'. '.l'h~Y: 
\ would ncit•nam:e t.he w1tnei. l 
ii. . While ':FBb{;g~nt; tu ? . 

~

Memp~is po\ice. fo]l.fid phy:_ 1-I 
cal evid<fn.ce tha~/Ra.Y was sn I 

he rented room, the~_fou~cl:, 
no ·p. ri .. nt§ ... :;9r ·~th~r. e·v..;1,de.nte! 
th~ eve~d~-, 
c~,ntJIBt.hm,oJn;____.'..;·~~.J 

,-~~fI>~~~ifeH] 
r· .R~-:-Frazier sa-1 . •m fnt 
'. affidavit. t. hat th.'.e.' .. ~ti· .. ilet -/ 
i-: moved ·ffom ;'.;,Kilfg's.' .ho .Y1 
; was so : mutifateclUha! . t: 

1 
could no,t· be ·:t;r1at~h~d cop.-1 

(~lu~ivel~; ~it~ : t}Je, ri~e : 
r-~ound _on.,~he s~q.e\\'._111.J-;. ,f · ! -- Durmg,the .'hearing', Ra~s I 
: attorrleys also attacked the , 
, credibility of the.state's key 
; .eyewitness,.a roo:µiing house· 

resident and, •known heavy ; 
drinlrnr named Charles Q , 

1• Stephens, who. f9lll p91ice h~ ' 
.'. s.aw a mari i:e:Seniblirtg. Ray '. 

fleeing from the building : 
moments after the ,shot. i 
" Jan;ies C. Mcbraw, a·.Mem- ·, 
phis taxi driver, testified, 1 
however, that 15 minutes be- , 

, fore the shooting, Stephens ' 
,- was, in his I room "prett.y;J 
: drunk" and unable ·to· gets. 
,up. : .tn,, 

Even before -Ray pleadea~; 
! guilty, his a_ttorneys arguetl;', 
1• he was subJected to uncon"'' 
l-~~i~utionally liarsh .. jail i;on-t,· 
1 lht10ns,' consfant ·closed .cit:.l' 
·' ,cuit tele'visl.ori surveillartct i 
, 'and 'm¢1 censors}.Jiip, ail of 1 

: : which, deprived , hiin of thi: .. 
'. ;11bility.,to, ll\ake: reasoned fu:~: 
; c1,mfiden~ial <;lecisions . in ,hf.Fii/ 
. case. , , . , ,. .~• b' 
~.__cii .,- - 2.J ~-· __ .-sr_i 
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Associated Press

Broken line (top) shows the path of the bullet from the has said he was elsewhere at the time, and he has never

rooming house in the foreground to the balcony where been linked to the bathroom from which the shot was

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was standing when he was fired. The broken line in the foreground is the route

killed. James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to the murder, police said the killer ran from the rooming house.

Broken line (top) shows the path of the bullet from the 
rooming· house in the foreground to the balcony where 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was standing when he was 
killed. James Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty to the murder, 

Associa ted Press 

has said he was elsewhere at the time, and he has never 
been linked to the bathroom from which the shot was 
fired. The broken line in the foreground is the rout 
police said the killer ran from the room ng ouse. 
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Washington Post Staff Writer
Director Sec'yMEMPHIS; Oct. 29-James neys in preparing his defense

Earl Ray today acknowledged but not about matters he had
being with a group of men he refused to discuss with them.
believes responsible for assas-
sinating Dr. Martin Luther The ruling, came in the con

text of Ray's attempts to showKing Jr. here in 1968-but he that his previous attorneys,steadfastly denied being the Hanes and Percy Foreman,"actual shooter." coerced him into pleadingIn a federal court hearing in guilty.
which Ray, 46, is seeking to Ray's current attorneys con
overturn his 1969 guilty plea tend Foreman pushed for a

givinty plea to avoid a trial so R Steato King's murder, Ray for the
first time described details of that he could share royalties
events leading to the ;shooting from books and magazine arti-
at 6:01 p.m. April- 4, 1968, as cles with writer William Brad-
the civil rights leader stood on ford Huié with whom first
the balcony of the Lorraine Hanes and then Foreman had SIXMotel here agreed to give exclusive de-

But Ray would not say tails of theymurder
where he was or what he was Ray has ontended since the
doing at the moment the shot day he pleaded guilty that

there was a conspiracy to kill The Washington Postwas fired, reportedly from the
King FBI, Justice Department Times Herald A2

window of a flophouse adja-
cent to the motel. and local law. enforcement of The Evening Star (Washington)

"I told Arthur Hanes (one of ficials, say there no evidence The Sunday Star (Washington)
Ray's former attorneys) the of conspiracy
truth on everything except Though Ray would not spec Daily News (New York)

what I left out I told him ify yesterday where he was at Sunday News (New York)
everywhere I'd been up to 10 the moment King was shot, New York Post
minutes of 6 that evening," his attorneys have said pri-

vately he was in another part The New York Times
Ray testified.

He acknowledgeu renting a of the city and has an alibi The Daily World
room i,in the flophouse and witness to testify so if Ray The New Leader
purchasing the rifle found wins a full-dress trial. They

also contend Ray was unaware The Wall Street Journalabandoned nearby just after
the shooting and later identi- that the group he was with in The National Observer
fied as the murder weapon. Memphis intended to kill

When Tennessee Assistant King. People's World

Attorney General Henry Haile
pressed for details, Ray's at
torneys protested, asking for a 10-30-74Dateprivate bench conference with
U.S. District Court Judge Rob
ert M. McRae. After a brief
consultation, McRae ruled
that Ray could continue testi-
fying about details he had dis
cussed with his previous attor-
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ev~_nts Jea'dmg- to the.,shoot1ng I rom b.ooks and. magazme.·artl­
at 6:01 p.m .. Apr_n .. 4; 1968, ·~s- 1 lefwith \yriter Wil,liam:Brad,• 
~he civil rightslea(ler sti>.od:on fo'~o/}!uft\'. with whom first 
the balcony of the Lortame Hanes,<and then Foreman •:!lad 
Motel'here., .. · , t ': :. · ,, :· I ,;,,,.• .,• > 'giV~ ,• exclusive ·de-

But Ray . would ' not say{ t$tiraer.·,, ' : I ' 

wh~re. he was· or what, he wasi'. · ~- .. ·. . fllndedisince · the 

1
doing_at --tli.e moment the shot' )fa{. b~ , .. ,, 9~d ,,£:utltY, .. :that' 

! was. ~ired; r~port~dly from the th_ere,,was. 'f. c5>~spJi,cy . !~,,kill[· 
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1Ray testified Tuesday that1 
,he was a mile away 'Yhen· 
:Dr. Martin Luther King' 
'was killed in 1968 and 111: 
thin;k I have eyewitnesses 

1

, 

oh this." · 
: +R~y, 47, the convicted; 
•assassin of Dr. King, said, 
he had not told his attor-: 
neys of this alibi, or of the• 
possible witnesses, be­
cause "if the FBI found out: 
'about the witnesses they, 
would have h a r a s s e d, 
them."· ·' 

Ray did not elaborate' 
further o~ the matter.· . 

U.S. Dist. Judge Robert 
,McRae ruled that what; 
Ray told his attorneys wasJ 
.relevant in this hearing,, 
but not what he failed to 
disclose to them. 

The hearing is aimed at 
allowing Ray to withdraw, 
his guilty plea and obtain' 
a new trial on the ground, 
that his original attorneys 
neglected his defense and i 
pressured him into plead-, 
ing _guilty because they 
had a financial interest in: 
p1.1-blicatiohs· about the 
case that would be dimin­
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attorneys in question were' 
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Foreman has said he Ray said Foreman told
recommended that Ray him he would take the
plead guilty because he first $150,000 of any mon-
was convinced he would ey that was made from
be given the death penalty books, articles and motion
by a jury. He was sen- pictures about the assas
tenced to 99 years in pri- sination episode, which
son after pleading guilty. were based on information

Tuesday was Ray's sec- from Ray, plus $14,000 in
ond day on the stand. expenses, and would with-

Asked if he had always draw only if Ray pleaded
told his attorneys the guilty and did not create ai

truth, Ray replied that he scene in the courtroom the
did "except for what I left next day.
out." A letter concerning this

By what he "left out," he deal, which Foreman
presumably meant his as- wrote and which Ray
sertion that he had wit- signed, said in part: "And
nesses to his alibi that he this advance, also, is con-
was a mile away from the tingent upon the plea of
scene when Dr. King was guilty and sentence going
killed. through on March 10,

He admitted that he had 1969, without any unseem-

purchased in Birmingham ly conduct on your part in
a .30-06 rifle, the gun found court.
outside a flophouse door Ray pleaded guilty and
moments after Dr. King said, under questioning
was shot, but that "it from Battle, that he un-
wasn't my money" used to derstood what he was

buy the rifle. doing.
One of Ray's current at- Ray said he thought his

torneys, James Lesar, eli-plea would be a "technical"
cited testimony that Ray plea of guilty to get me out
had received a letter from of town to the penitentia-
Foreman on March 9, the ry." Then he could retract
day before he pleaded the plea, obtain a new at-

guilty, rejecting an offer torney and reopen the

by Ray of $15,000 to with- case, he said.
draw from the case. Two days later, Ray

Ray said he did not want started writing the first of
to plead guilty and had a batch of letters repudiat-
been telling Foreman that ing the plea, sued Fore-
for some time. He said W. man and said "he could be
Preston Battle, the judge involved in some kind of
at his 1969 trial, told him crime and not be aware of
that he could not continue it," suggesting he was a

hiring and firing attor- dupe TO a conspiracy.
neys, and that it was time
to get on with the trial.
Thus, Ray said, he could
not fire Foreman, but
asked him withdraw.

J l 

,C:-~n- -lias -san-r.:::11~.: Nia -Foreman -toli:l 
r.ecominehded tmi'.f' Ray him -e would t'm--m~I 
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'tenced to 99 ye_ars in _Pri-, ~ination episode, which! 
.son after pleading gmlty.!:were based on informatio:rf 
, · Tuesday was Ray's sec- from Ray, plus $14,000 in) 
ond day on the stand. expenses, and would with~ 

Asked if he had always draw only if Ray pleaded, 
to Id his attorneys the.guilty and did n'ot create ai 
truth, Ray replied that he scene in the courtroom the: 

'did "except for_ what I left ,next day. · ! 
out." , A letter concerning this' 

By what he "left out," he d e a l, w h i c h Foreman 
, presumably mearit his as- ·wrote and w h i ch R a y: 
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scene when Dr. King was guilty and sentence going, 
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outside a flophouse· door,. Ray pleaded guilty and 
moments after Dr. King )said, under questioning 
was shot, but that "it from Battle, that he un­
wasn't my money" used to 'derstood what he was 
buy the rifle. doing. 

One of Ray's current at- Ray said he thought his1 
.torneys, James Lesar, eli- plea woul<;l be a "technical' 
cited testimony that Ray plea of guilty to get me out 
had received a letter from of town to the penitentia­
Foreman on March 9, the ry." Then he could retract 
,day before he pleaded the- plea, obtain. a new at­
guilty, rejecting an offer torney and reopen the 
by Ray of,$15,000 to with- case, he said. 
,draw from the case. Two days later, Ray 

Ray said he did not want started writing the first of, 
to plead guilty and had ;a batch of letter$ repudiat-; 
been telling Foreman that ing the plea, sued Fore..: 
for some time. He said W. man and said "he could be1 

:'Preston Battle, the judge involved in some kind o~ 
:at his 1969 trial, told him crime and not be aware of

1 

;that he could not continue :it," sugg~sting he was ~ 
'!hiring and firing attor- g.ey-e -w-:a ~ con~pi_r!1_cE_---t ~ 
,neys, and that it was time 
1to get on with the trial. 
1Thus, Ray .said, he could 
inot fire Fore~_, but, 
iaJ>~2-~_ ~~'Jl7'°tQ wf_tp._clr_a_~ ! 
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Lawyers Say Huie Hurt Ray's Defense
A-6By Paul Valentine to kill King. They say it found

Washington Post Staff Writer no such evidence and Huie's
MEMPHIS, Oct. 31-Attor- testimony was unhelpful.)

neys for James Earl Ray Huie's grand jury appear-
sought today to portray author ance, according to Ray's pres-
William Bradford Huie as hav- ent attorneys, was part of a

ing compromised Ray's de- continuing conflict of interest
fense in the 1968 Martin Lu- between Ray's legal rights and
ther King murder trial for his his former attorney's profit
own financial benefit. motives.

Though Huie was financing Huie, Hanes and Ray had
Ray's defense, he was also contracted to split royalties
pushing for a guilty plea and from Huie's books and maga-
testified against Ray before a zine articles as a way of rais-
Memphis grand jury, the law- ing defense funds.
yers said. But in order to preserve the

In the seventh day of a fed- literary value of Huie's work,
eral court hearing on Ray's at- Ray's attorneys said, Huie
tempt to withdraw his guilty first urged that Ray not tes-
plea and stand trial for the tify at trial and later pushed
murder of the civil rights for a guilty plea so that no de-
leader one of Ray's former at- tails of the case would be The Washington Post A-6
torneys, Arthur Hanes Sr., ac- made public.

Washington Star-News
knowledged he had "no con- Huie denied this in his dep-
trot over what Huie did with Daily News (New York)

information he obtained from osition, adding that Ray's The New York Times
Ray. Huie had a contract with sudden decision to plead

The Wall Street Journal
Hanes for exclusive access to guilty took him by surprise

Ray prior to his guilty plea in and greatly reduced the value The National Observer

March, 1969. of his pending book, "He Slew The Los Angeles Times

Huie acknowledged going the Dreamer," published by
before a grand jury in Febru-

Delacorte Press.
ary, 1969, but said he did not

NOV 1 1974
bring any notes on Ray's de- Ultimately, Huie said, he Date

tails of the murder, according earned $4,461 in royalties from
to a deposition by Huie read the 212-page book.
into the court record today. Hanes, former mayor of Bir-
Huie reportedly told the

mingham, Ala., said Huie had
grand jury he believed Ray no influence on the prepara- Halone was responsible for the tion of Ray's defense, and
King assassination. Hanes was ready to go to trial

(State prosecutors say pri- on Nov. 12, 1968, when Ray
vately that the grand jury, suddenly fired Hanes and
which had indicted Ray sev- hired Houston criminal lawy
eral months earlier, was re-

Percy Foreman
convened to look into continu- Foreman also assutived
ing of conspiracy literary contracts
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1
Mr. Hanes, a former E.B.I. the afternoon of April 4. He

By MARTIN WALDRON
Director Sec'y

agent and once a contract em- said that when Mr. Ray got to
Special to The New York Times ploye of the Central Intel- Memphis he became lost, and

MEMPHIS, Oct. 30-James ligence Agency, was reluctant that he parked his car seven or

Earl Ray testified today that he to tell Judge McRae what Mr. eight blocks from the rooming
had "addresses and telephone Ray had told him, but the judge house at 4221/2 South Main
numbers" of others involved in ruled that he must do so. Street and walked to the room-
events leading to the assassina- Mr. Hanes said that he had ing house, arriving 15 minutes

tion of the Rev. Dr. Martin asked "James Earl Ray a late.
Luther King Jr. in 1968, but hundred times: 'Did you fire the "There his contact contacted
that he had never given most of shot that killed Dr. King?' and him," Mr. Hanes said.
this information to his lawyers. his invariable answer was He- said that after- Mr. Ray

He said he had kept the 'No.' had rented a room as directed
names of some of his witnesses He said that Mr. Ray told him he was told to go get the car
secret because he thought the that he had come to Memphis and park it in front and them to
names might get back to agents in April, 1968, at the direction buy "pair UI Binoculars
of the Federal Bureau of Inves of "Raoul," who had been de-

tigation, and that the F.B.I. scribed as a blond Latin whom

might harass them. Mr. Ray met in Canada in 1967

Mr. Ray said he gave one after Mr. Ray had escaped from

telephone number to the law- the Missouri State Penitentiary.
yer, Percy Foreman of Houston, Mr. Ray said in statements
who pleaded him guilty to Dr.

King's murder, but that Mr. smuggled from the Shelby

Foreman did not press him for County Jail by Mr. Hanes in
1968 for the Alabama author

names.
Mr. Ray is seeking to with- William Bradford Huie, that

draw the guilty plea he entered "Raoul" had promised him

in March, 1969, contending that $12,000 and new identity a pa-

he was coerced by Mr. Foreman pers to help him on some major

into falsely admitting the mur- crime that "Raoul" never speci-

der of the civil rights leader. fied. The Washington Post
Mr. Hanes testified that Mr.

Hearing-Near End Ray had told him that while he Washington Star-News

A hearing on the question be- was on his way to Memphis he Daily News (New York)

fore Federal District Judge spent the night of April 2, 1968,
two days before the assassina- The New York Times 28

Robert M. McRae Jr. is drawing
to a close. The Judge has indi- ition-in Mississippi The Wall Street Journal

cated it will take him several "James Earl Ray told me that
The National Observer

weeks to reach a decision. the gun he had bought at the

Mr. Ray, who left the stand The Los Angeles Times
Aero-Marine Supply Company

this afternoon after about 10 was taken from him at a motel

hours of testimony, did not give in Mississippi, and that he

details of the "conspiracy" to never saw it again until it was

assassinate Dr. King, who at thrown down on the street in Date OCT: 1974
the time of his murder was not Memphis tied to his suitcase,"

only the nation's most noted ci- Mr. Hanes said.
vil rights leader but also a No- A rifle Mr. Ray bought in Bir-

bel Peace Laureate. mingham was found outside the

The most detailed informa- murder scene in Memphis.
tion came from Arthur Hanes, a The lawyer said that Mr. Ray

had told him that he was given 14former mayor of Birmingham,
Ala., who was Mr. Ray's lawyer "a note with the address of a

until he was dismissed on the roomingshouse in Memphis and

eve of Mr. Ray's scheduled trial told to be there at FOCCOCK on

in November, 41968. Mr. Fore-

man-ranloaad Mr. Hanes as Mr

Ray's attorney.
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After this had been accom-
plished, Mr. Ray was told to
leave the rooming house and to
go to a nearby saloon and drink
beer while "Raoul" bathed,
shaved and changed clothes,
Mr. Hanes said.

Mr. Hanes said that Mr. Ray,
after drinking several beers,
was standi on the sidewalk out-
side the rooming house about 6
o'clock when the shot that
killed Dr. King was fired.

"Raoul" came out of the

rooming house and threw the
rifle and Mr. Ray's suitcase

down on the sidewalk, Mr.
Hanes said. "Jimmy said he
knew somebody had been shot,
and he knew he was in trouble
and he fled," Mr. Hanes said.

Mr. Hanes said the only in-
formation he was able to pry
out of Mr. Ray about "Raoul"
was that he had reddish blond
hair.

Mr. Hanes's son and law
partner, Arthur Hanes Jr., also
testified today, saying that "I
felt then and I still feel there
was a conspiracy involved in
this killing."

He said that when he and his
father were dropped as Mr.

Ray's attorneys two days be-
fore the trial was to have

opened, that they were ready to
give him a vigorous defense.

Mr. pay Ray has testified that
he dismissed the two Hanses

because they did not want him
to take the witness stand and
because he thought they were

most interested in promoting
the sale of the book that Mr.
Huie was writing about the as-

sassination.
Mr. Hanes's testimony that

Mr. Ray told him that he was
on the sidewalk outside the

rooming house when Dr. King
was I killed is significatntly. dif
ferent from the version that Mr
Ray. said he had give into Mr
Hanes.

Mr. Ray said he had told his

lawyers that he was a mile

away from the scene and that

he had witnesses to prove it.
Mr. Foreman has declined to

come to Memphis to testify, but
a 208-page deposition he made
is to be read into. the record on

Friday

... 
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New York Times News Service Hanes, a former FBI James Earl Spec. Inv.

MEMPHIS, Tenn. agent and once a contract that the gun he had bought Training

James Earl Ray has testi- employe of the Central was taken from him at Legal Coun.

fied that he had "addresses Intelligence Agency, was a motel in Mississippi, and
reluctant to tell Judge that he never saw it again Telephone Rm.

and telephone numbers" of
McRae what Ray had told until it was thrown down on Director Sec'y

others involved in events
leading to the assassination him, but the judge ruled the street in Memphis tied

of the Rev. Martin Luther that he must do so. to his suitcase," Hanes
said. A rifle which Ray

King Jr. in 1968, but that he HANES SAID that he had bought in Birmingham was
had never given most of this
information to his attor- asked "James Earl Ray a found outside the murder

hundred times: 'Did you scene in Memphis.
neys. fire the shot that killed Dr. The lawyer said that Ray

He said he had kept the
names of some of his wit- King?' and his invariable Thau told him that he was

answer was 'No'
nesses secret because he given a note with the ad-

He said that Ray told him
thought the names might

dress of a rooming house in
that he had come to

get back to FBI agents and Memphis and told to be
Memphis in there at 3 o'clock" on the

that the FBI might harass
them. the affection of "Raouf," afternoon of April 4. He said

Ray said yesterday he who has been described as that Ray parked his car

gave one telephone number a blond Latin whom Ray seven or eight blocks from

to the lawyer, Percy Fore- met in Canada in 1967 after the rooming house at 422 1/2

man of Houston, who plead- Ray had escaped from the South Main St. and walked

ed Ray guilty to King's Missouri State Peniten- to the building.

murder, but that Foreman tiary
Ray said in statements HE SAID THAT after

did not press him for
smuggled from the Shelby Ray had rented a room as

names.
County jail by Hanes in 1968 directed, he was told to go

RAY IS SEEKING to for the Alabama author Wil- get the car and park it in

withdraw the guilty plea he liam Bradford Huie, that front and then to buy a pair
"Raoul" had promised him of Dinoculars.entered in March 1969, con-

tending that he was coerced $12,000 and new identity
papers to help him on some The Washington Post

by Foreman into falsely
admitting the murder of the major crime that "Raoul" Washington Star-News D-18
civil rights leader. never specified. Daily News (New York)

A hearing on the question Ray's current attorneys The New York Times
before U.S. District Judge have said Ray identified

The Wall Street JournalRobert M. McRae Jr. is Raoul to them as a French

drawing to a close. McRae Canadian he met in Mon- The National Observer

has indicated it will take treal after his escape from The Los Angeles Times
him several weeks to reach the Missouri Penitentiary,
a decision. the Associated Press re-

Ray, after about 10 hours ported. After King was
of testimony, did not give shot, Ray fled to London OCT 3 1 1974Date
details of the "conspiracy" with a Canadian passport.
to assassinate King. He was traced to England

The most detailed infor- through passport finger-
mation came from Arthur prints checked in Montreal.

Hanes, a former mayor of
Birmingham, Ala., who was HANES TESTIFIED that

Ray's lawyer until he was Ray had told him that while
dismissed on the eve of he was on his way to
Ray's scheduled trial in Memphis he spent the night
November 1968. Foreman of April 2, 1968 - two days
replaced Hanes as Ray's before the assassination
attorney. in Mississippi
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to the lawyer, Percy Fore- met in Canada in 1967 after 
man of Houston, who plead- Ray had escaped from the 
ed Ray guilty to King's ¥issouri State Peniten-
murder, but that Foreman tiary 
did not press him for Ray said in statements 
names. smuggled from the Shelby 

RAY IS SEEKING to 
withdraw the guilty plea he 
entered in March 1969, con­
'tending that he was coerced 
by Foreman into falsely 
admitting the murder of the 
civil rights leader. 

A hearing on the question 
before U.S. District Judge 
Robert M. McRae Jr. is 
drawing to a close. McRae 
has indicated it will take 
lrim several weeks to reach 
a decision. 

Ray, after about 10 hours 
of testimony, did not give 
details of the "conspiracy" 
to assassinate King. 

The most detailed infor- · 
mation came· from Arthur· 
Hanes, a former mayor of 
Birmingham, Ala., who was 
Ray's l~wyer until he wa~ ! 
dismissed on the eve of : 
Ray's scheduled triJl iq . 
November 1968. Foreman 
replaced· Hanes ~s Ray's 
~~_t!'!~!_i!Y· .. 

County jail by Hanes in 1%8 
for the Alabama author Wil­
liam Bradford Huie, that 
"Raoul" had promised him 
$12,000 and new identity 
papers .to help him on some 
major crime that "Raoul" 
never specified. 

Ray's current attorneys 
have said Ray identified 
Raoul to them as a French 
Canadian he met in Mon­
treal after his escape from 
the Missouri Penitentiary, 
the Associated Press re­
ported. After King was ' 
shot, Ray fled to London 
with a Canadian passport. 
He was traced to England 
through passport finger- 1 

prints checked in Montreal. ' 
~ ..._:;;$ ;; 

HANES TESTIFIED that ' 
Ray had told hirq that while 
he was on hi$ w,ay to 
Memphis he spent die· night 
of April 2, 19.68 .,.:..,f.wo·.4aY:s 
~fore ,thte aQassi~ .;,,.. 
inW.s1i.,t-..-r ' ~-
~ - - , - ~ 

...---."'Jarnlls Earf Rape;_!;t if 
that the gun he had ~ 
... was _take!f ~. om .. b,j)1l. at 
a motel 111 Mississippi, · and 

: that he never Sa\lt it ~ 
: until it was thrown down on 

the street in Memphis tied 
to his suitcase," Hanes 
said. A rifle which Ray 
bought in Birmingham was 
found outside the murder 
scene in Memphis. 1 

The lawyer said that Ray 
q,...} 1:'6ld him that he was 

gi'ven'1 note wi~­
dress of a rooming~ . 
Memp_his and told to be· 
there at 3 o'clock" on the 
afternoon of April 4. He said 
that Ray panked his car 
seven or eight blocks -from 
the rooming house at 422½ 
South Main St. and walked . 
to the building. 

HE SAID THAT after · 
Ray had rented a room as , 
(#rected, he was told to go 
get the car and park it in I 

,, front apd then to buy a pair / 
l(jfl)'fflOculars. == · 
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this had been

accomplished, Ray was told
to leave the rooming house

and to go to a nearby saloon
and drink beer while
"Reoulth bathed shaved

and changed clothes, Hanes
said.

Hanes said that Ray,
after drinking several
beers, was standing on the
sidewalk outside the room-
ing house about 6 p.m. when
the shot that killed Dr. King
was fired.

"Raoul" came out of the
rooming house and threw

: the rifle and Ray's suitcase
down on the sidewalk,
Hanes said. "Jimmy said he
knew somebody had been
shot, and he knew he was in
trouble and he fled," Hanes
said.

Ray earlier in the hearing
said he went to the rooming
house under the impression
he was to discuss gun run-
ning, the AP reported

~- -,.~£.~)tnis-m.~ 
: accomplished, Ray was told 

to leave the rooming house 
! and to go to a nearby saloon 
; and drink beer while 
; •~~~ bathet.!~11:-ed 

~aitged clothe~Xnis --

said. 
Hanes said that Ra'y, 

after drinking se,veral 
beers, was standing on the 
sidewalk outside the room­
ing house about 6 p.m. when 
the shot that killed Dr. King 
was fired. 
, "Raoul" came out of the 
rooming house and threw 

: the rifle and Ray's suitcase 
down ori the sidewalk, 
Hanes said. "Jimmy said he 
knew somebody had been 
shot, and.he knew he was in 
trouble and he fled,'' Hanes 
said. 

Ray earlier in the hearing 
said he went to the rooming 

1 house under the impression 
,,; ~~as to discuss gun run­

,· ning, th_e AP re~o~~-~"" 
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Lawyers Say Huie Hurt Ray's Defens
By Paul Valentine knowledged hé had "no con- to kill King. They say it found Huie denied this inhis der

Washington Post Staff Writer trol" over what Hule did with no such evidence and Huie's
information he obtained from osition, adding that Ray'

MEMPHIS, Oct. 31-Attor-
Ray. Huie had a contract with testimony was unhelpful.) sudden decision to plea

neys for James Earl Ray Hanes for exclusive access to Huie's grand jury appear- guilty took him by surpris
sought today to portray author Ray prior. to his guilty plea in ance, according to Ray's pres- and greatly reduced the valu
William Bradford Huie as hav- March, 1969. ent attorneys, was part of a of his pending book, "He Sley

ing compromised Ray's de- Huie acknowledged going continuing conflict of interest
fense in the 1968 Martin Lu-

the Dreamer," published bbefore a grand jury in Febru- between Ray's legal rights and
ther King murder trial for his

Delacorte Press.
ary, 1969, but said he did not his former attorney's profit

own financial benefit. bring any notes on Ray's de- motives. Ultimately, Huie said
Though Huie was financing tails of the murder, according Huie, Hanes and Ray had earned $4,461 in royaltiesyfron

Ray's defense, he was also to a deposition by Huie read contracted to split royalties the 212-page book.
pushing for a guilty plea and into the court record today. from Huie's books and maga-testified against Ray before a Huie reportedly told the Hanes, former mayor of Bir

zine articles as a way of rais-
Memphis grand jury, the law- mingham, Ala., said Huie hadgrand jury he believed Ray ing defense funds.
yers said. alone was responsible for the

no influence on the preparaBut in order to preserve theIn the seventh day of a fed- King assassination.
tion of Ray's defense and

eral court hearing on Ray's at-
literary value of Huie's work,

(State prosecutors say pri-
Hanes was ready to go tontria

Ray's attorneys said, Huie
tempt to withdraw his guilty vately that the grand jury,

on Nov. 12, 1968, when Rayfirst urged that Ray not tes-
plea and stand trial for the which had indicted Ray sev-

suddenly fired Hanes and

murder of the civil rights
tify at trial and later pushederal months earlier, was re-

hired Houston criminal lawyerfor a guilty plea so that no de-
leader, one of Ray's former at- Percy Foreman

convened to look into continu-
torneys, Arthur Hanes Sr., ac-

tails of the case would be
ing allegations of a conspiracy

Foreman also assumed the
made public. literary contracts (with Huie

Daily News (New

Wash.Post
The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

A-6 The National Observer

The Los Angeles Times

Date 11-1-74
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;-Lawyers Say Huie Hurt Ray's Defenf;:''•1 
By Paul ~lentin~ kJ!o:,vledged ~e h·a~ ;,~o·. c?n• to kill Kin~. The'y say it found HI)~~ deni~d this i'~~\(t ""l wa.shln~on,Post staff wr.iter ~rol' ove~ what Hw1; did wi~!l .no such evidence and, Huie'.S osition, ad.ding .that i· RaY,'s MEMPHIS Oct 31-Atfor- mforma~ion he ob,te;ned fr?m testimony was unhelpful.) · · sudden ·.d,ecision t6'' { :\ a'di . , · , Ray. Hme had a cortttact with H . , . d . · . · ·k· h" · b · "' '·" · · neys for James Earl Ray Hanes for exclusive access to · mes gran Jury, appear• gmlty· too, . 1m v .. s ... sought today to portray author Ray prior. to his, guilty-plea in ance; accord!ng fo ~ay's pre~: and -~fEllltJY;:tf?uc'ed ~~~,,r~lu _, William Bradford Huie as hav- March, 1969. ent attorneys, wa~ . part of a of fos pe,nd1r,g. bpok, . Hi:;\ y, iing compromised Ray's 'de- Huie acknowledged· going continuing conflict of interest the Dheamer;" publishe •~ , fense in the 1968 Martih Lu- before a grand jury in Febru- between Ray's legal rights-and' Delac~tte Pr~ss. . ')~. ~:- .; ; ther ~ng 1!1urder t~ial for his arr, 1969, 'but sajd he did not his . former attorne:y's · proff~ · Ulti~at~li . ~- Huie ; · 'ia own fmancial benefit. . brmg any notes on ,Ray's de- motives. ! . · / :,.J•, Though Huie was financing tails of tlie murder, according Huie Hanes and Ray had earned $4,461 m roy_alhe,st .· , Ray's defense, he was also to 'a deposition· by Huie read contra~ted to split royalties t~e 212-page book. i ·:~-~/ pushing for a guilty plea and into the court record today. from H~ie'!i books and maga- Hanes, former mayor b.f Bir.~ testified against Ray before a Huie reportedly told the zine articles as a way of rais- mingham, Ala., said Huie had! . Memphis grand jury, the la:w- grand jury· he believed Ray ing defense fu,nds. no influence on the_ pfeij · yers said. alone was responsible for the -But in order to preserve th~ tion pf Ray's def~iu!!e' · . In the, seventh day of a fed- King assassination. . • literary value of Hui e's work, Hanes was ready'~ to ih t . eral court hearing •on Ray's at-. (State pr9.secutors, say pri- Ray's attorneys said, Huie on Nov. 12, 1968/~~.' ·, " · tempt to wifhdi;aw his guilty vately that the iand jury, first urged that Ray n:ot tes- suddenly fired .- · · '.plea a~d,.,l and trial for .the which had. il;1dJcte I Ray s_ev- tify at trial and later pushed hired Houston cr,i : murder/ f the civil rights eral months earl~e , was. re- fo~ a guilty plea so that no de- Percy ForeiµJi.•ri~: leader, one of Ray•~, former at- convened to look 1 o continu- tails of the ca s e would be Foreman· ;als ·· torneys, Arthur Hanes Sr.; ac- ing allegation·s of a <!onspiracy made public. _ · liter-ary conii:ae ----- · · ___ , · --- --------- ---·-- · -- · - -- · · ·------Daily New'1n1'iew-1iuiib=-==-==---'--'-"' 

The New York Times ____ _ 
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Ray 68 Location Specified
A-4

By Paul W. Valentine Unidentified colleagues city and has an alibi witness to snlit with writer William

Washington Post Staff Writer gave him a note to go to to prove it. The attorneys, Ber- Bradford Huie. They had con-

4221/2 South Main St., Memphis |nard Fensterwald and James tracted with Huie for exclu-

MEMPHIS, Oct. 30--A law- [address of the rooming house] Lesar of Washington, have not sive access to details of the
yer for James Earl Ray testi- and be there at 3 p.m. on identified the witness. murder.
fied today that his client was the 4th of April," Hanes said Hanes' testimony today was Foreman ultimately brow-

standing outside the rooming Ray told him.

house when the shot that There, at about 5:20 p.m., tangential to the purpose of beat Ray into a guilty plea to

his "contact" suggested that the court hearing before U.S: avoid a trial and to maintain
killed Dr. Martin Luther King Ray "go down and have a District Court Judge Robert the exclusivity of the details
Jr. was fired from inside. beer" in an adjacent bar, for Huie, Ray's present attor-

McCrae-to determine if Ray
The statement by Arthur Hanes said he was told. neys say.

Hanes Sr. marked the first "Ray said he had a beer or was given ineffective assis Both Hanes and his son,
two and that he then went tance by his earlier lawyers Arthur Hanes Jr., testified to-

time that Ray's location at the out and was standing in front and was coerced into pleading day that they made a full in-
moment of the murder, 6:01 of the rooming house on the guilty. vestigation of the case and

p.m. on April 4, 1968, has been street when the shot was Fensterwald and Lesar con were prepared to go to trial
pinpointed in court testimony. fired," Hanes testified. tend that Hanes and later at in November, 1968, when Ray

Up to now Ray has refused Moments later, Ray noticed torney Percy Foreman subor- suddenly fired them and hired
on the sidewalk a bundle con- dinated Ray's legal interest Foreman.

to say where he was or what
taining a rifle he had pur- to financial profits they noped,

he was doing. He has sug- The Washington Post A-4
chased, Hanes said Ray told

gested only that he was unwit- him. "He knew he was in trou- Washington Star-News

tingly-involved with a group ble and he fled." Daily News (New York)
of men who came to Memphis Hanes said Ray identified

his "contact" as "Raoul," a The New York Times
in early April, 1968, and that

shadowy figure who has fre- The Wall Street Journal
someone else fired the shot quently been cited in the past The National Observer
that killed the civil rights by Ray's attorneys as a pos-

leader as he stood on the bal- sible participant in a con- The Los Angeles Times

cony of the Lorraine Motel, to spiracy to kill King.
Hanes' testimony came in

the rear of the rooming house. the sixth day of a federal OCT 1 1974
Hanes, who was mayor of court hearing into claims by Date

Birmingham, Ala., during the Ray that he was coerced into

police-black clashes of the pleading guilty to the King
murder

civil rights movement there

in the early 1960s and was Pale and thin, Ray gazed

Ray's lawyer in 1968, detailed at the floor during Hanes

Ray's movements in and testimony, rarely looking up
as Hanes described Ray's ac-

around Memphis before the
King murder. tions in a low, even voice.

But the testimony shed little While Ray has steadfastly

light on the identity of the refused to talk about the cru-

trigger man. cial moments, his current at-
tornevo have said privately
that Ray was elsewhere in the
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1 4.22½ ,SouthMairl St., Memphis . lnard Fensterwald and James , tractec!_~_!.th _Hw~~"{g)._u-
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-MEMPHIS, Oct. 3o--A la~- , [addres11 of the :coorµ.ii1g,house] ' iLesar- of·WashiI1gton, have not -Sf~~"' to deti,nls 2o't tfie 
yer.for James Earl Ray testi- ,and be there· at 3 p.m. on 1identified the witness .. , · 1 'nitlrder., .. ·'. 
fied today tllat his client was I the, 4th of April," Hanes said ' Hanes' testtmony today )Vas -·,;.orema11':' ·u·~·1't'.'. ·at·,1·• b 

· · · · · R 1 ' ·· · · · · , ,.,. -· 1m e y · ro,v-
. standing outside the rooming ay to d him. · . .~. ,:..-', -~-·--- -==·'-.~-=!'.>_·_ . ·- - /· •. . . · 

house· when the shot that ' ._.Ther~, .. at 11,bout 5:20 p.m,, 'tangential to the purpose of; 
1 
bea~ Ray 1,nto a gu~lty plea ~o 

* 'k'll. d D M ·t· L .,,th K' his "contact'' suggested · that ,the court hearing befqre. U.S:\ avoi,,ct a trial and to maintain 
·'.:! , 1 e r. a1 m u er mg R ·" d · , . · · · , .,, th 1 · ·t h • 

. . . , . ay g~o own a_nd. • have a.: District Court J:udge 'J;tope~·t' e_. ex~ us1v1 Y o:I: t e detalls 
Jr. was fired from ms1de. , beer'! m an adJacent bar . · . ,. . 1 

, : , • for; Hme, Ray's present attor-
The statement' by·, Arthur Hanes' said he was told, .. ' .,McCra~-to, ~eternu~e If R~yi ney:, say.\> '.'r . ,, ' 

' Hanes Sr., marked the fir'st · "Ray sai.d he 'had a beer or •,was .. ,given . meff~~tiv~ ,_assis•, Both Ha Ii es and his i;on, 

time that Ray's location 'at the two· and that he then went tance by his · ea11her .lawyers Arthur Hanes Jr. testified to-
mpment of the murder, ,

6
,:0l , _out and w_as standing. in front _an~: w~s 'coe,rce1 in\o rilea_ding . 'day·. tha~ they m;de a. full in-

. of the rooming house on the · gmlty. · , . ,,., ... : . vestigation of the case and 
p.m. on April 4, ,,19~8,_ has 1b,een ~ street when the ·sho,t was ·. Fensterwald and . Lesar con'. .were prepared to go tn trial 
pinpointed in court testimony. I fired," Hanes- testifiea,. · tend that Hanes and la~er ~~- in,_,J\)'oven:i~er;, ,196,8, when Ray 

Up to now Ray,has refused\ M9ments later, Ray 11pticed .t~rney R_ercy _Forema~ 'Suoor-J su~euJv f,u;_P.d them and hired 
to say where he was or what Ol~ t_~e side~alk a btinqle con- ,din~e!L-~'·S. ~egal., _ _,.1~terest _:[o _!)_~an~..:. -- ,~'. < -==:'_., 

tammg a rifle he had pur- 1 ',to_.fgi.,,Hl!!J.a! pr_Qf1~~~-~pe~! A- JI 
he· was doing. He. has sug- •.chased, Han.es s a i ~ Ray tol~ The Washington Post -"-'-_'J_..,_ __ 

,gested only that he was unwit- him. "He knew he was in ttou-
tingly,invoived. :with a group ble and he fled.·" 
of m:en w!10 came to_Memphi~ · Hanes. said •Ray id~ntified: 

.his · "contact'; as "Raoul " a 1 

,in early April, 1968, an<l that · · ' 
, shadowy. figure who has £re-

• someone else· fired the shot ·quently been cit~cl, in the paat 
\hat killed the civil rights 1 'by Ray's 'attorneys as a pos-1 
'leader. as he stood on the bal- i •sibl~ · par,ticipant in a con,' 
,1cony of th~ ,Lorraine Motel; to :spiracy to kill King, · 

1. Hanes' testimony came in 
the rear of the ,rooming- house. the sfxth day of a fed.era'! 

Hanes, .who· was mayor of . court hearin·g into clailns· by 
Biriningliam, Ala.,' during the ·Ray that he' was coerced into· 
police-black: clashE,!,s of· the pieading guilty to .the King·; 
civil rights movem!!nt there 1:rnu,nle-r~ · ·, · ~ · _:,, 
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New York Times News Service Training

MEMPHIS - James Earl Ray has testified that he Legal Coun.

did not kill Martin Luther King Jr., that he was more

file
Telephone Rm.

than a.mile away at the time of the murder and that he Director Sec'y
had witnesses to prove it.

Ray has not finished his account of his involvement
in the murder of the civil rights leader here April 4,
1968, but he admitted involvement yesterday and was
to be on the witness stand answering questions about it
again today.

He said his involvement had been peripheral."I personally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe I
may be partly responsible for his death," Ray, who is
47, testified.

RAY SEEKS a full-scale trial. He pleaded guilty in
March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in prison
after a one-hour court proceeding.

He said on the witness stand yesterday that he had
pleaded guilty because he thought his attorney, Percy
Foreman of Houston, might "fake" a defense if he
insisted on a trial, and that he might end up being sen-
tenced to the electric chair.

He said that Foreman had seemed intent on getting
him to plead guilty, and didn't seem to have time to sit
down with him and discuss the case.

Foreman estimated there was a 99 percent chance he
would get the death penalty if he went to trial, Ray
said.

"I TOLD HIM I thought that was ridiculous, that the
state would rely on circumstantial evidence and the
most they could convict me of, if they convicted me, The Washington Post
was aiding and abetting," Ray said, according to the Washington Star-News A-17
Associated Press. Daily News (New York)

Ray's attorneys claim he was a dupe of a conspiracy
by others to kill King.

The New York Times

Ray later testified that he had rented a room across The Wall Street Journal

the street from a motel where King was slain thinking The National Observer
there would be "some kind of meeting between me and The Los Angeles Times
another party up there," AP reported.

Ray also said he had witnesses who could verify his
whereabouts about 11 minutes before King was assas-
sinated, but had kept the information to himself for Date OCT301974
fear the FBI would find out and harass them.

WHEN RAY was asked if his first attorney, Arthur
Hanes Sr. of Birmingham, Ala., ever asked him if he FINAL EDITION
was guilty of the murder, he replied:

"I just told him no."
He said that Foreman, who took over the case from

Hanes, never asked him directly. "But some time in
the early part of February (1969) he asked me to write
out everything I did when I escaped from the Missouri
State Penitentiary until I was arrested," Ray said."I just assumed he read from that that I wasn't
that particular area (the slaying scene) and I wasn't

0-19 mev.' 1-30-74) 
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MEMPHIS - James Earl Ray has testified that he 
did not kill Martin Luther King Jr., that he was more 
than a-mile away at the time of the murder and that he 
had witnesses to prove it. · 

Ray has not finished his account of his involvement 
in the murder of the civil rights lfader here April 4, 
1968, but he admitted involvem~nt yesterday and was 
to be on the witness stand answering questions about it 
again today. 

He said his involvement had been peripheral. 
"I personally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe I 

may be partly responsible for his death," Ray, who is 
47, testified. 

RAY SEEKS a full-scale trial. He pleaded guilty in 
March 1969 and was sentenced to 99 years in prison 
after a one-hour court proceeding. 
· He said on the witness stand yesterday that he had 
pleaded guilty because he thought his attorney, Percy 
Foreman of Houston, might "fake" a defense if he 
insisted on a trial, and that he might end up being.sen­
tenced to the electric chair. 

He said that Foreman had seemed intent on getting 
him to plead guilty, and didn't seem to have time to sit 
down with him and discuss the case. 

Foreman estimated there was a 99 percent chance he 
would get the death penalty if he went to trial, Ray 
said. ' 

"I TOLD mM I thought that was ridiculous, that the 
state would rely on circumstantial evidence and the 
most they could convict me of, if they convicted me, 
was aiding and abetting," Ray said, according to the 
Associated Press. 

Ray's attorneys claim he was a dupe of a conspiracy 
by athers to kill King. · ' 

Ray later testified that he had rented a room across 
the street from a motel where King was slain thinking 
there would be "some kind of meeting between me and 
another party up there," AP reported. 

Ray also said he had witnesses who could verify his. 
whereabouts about 11 minutes before King was assas­
sinated, but had kept the information to himself for 1 

fear the FBI would find out and harass them. 
WHEN RAY was asked if his first attorney, Arthur 

Hanes Sr. of Birmingham, Ala., ever asked him if he 
was guilty of the murder, he replied': · · · 

"I just told him no." · . 
He said that Foreman, who took over the case from 

Hanes, never asked him directly. "But some time in 
the early part of February (1969) he asked me to write 
eut everything I did when I escaped from the·Miss_ouri 
State Pemtentiaryurttil I was al'I'ested,'' Ray;~.foq'. . ·· · •. · 

' "!just assumedJ1e readJr~tp tllat that l'wasrt'J~in 
that particular area ~the sla~n1f sce11e) .~nil l):w~s1t;t 
\,~~ --~--~ ---~-- -~-- - .. ~~~·-. ··-~\ . :~~&!~~~-' -~-_; 
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