‘KEAD INTO evidence was a letter Ray wrote Tour- |
.days after the guilty plea, to Senate Judiciary Commit- |
tee Chairman James O. Eastland, D-Miss., saying, ‘I
_personally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe I am
.partly responsible for his death.” '

Asked what he meant, Ray replied, “I assumed you-
could be involved in some kind of crime and not have
knowledge of it. I had no direct knowledge.’’

Ray was asked whether he assumed that a rifle,
‘identified asthe murder weapon and bearing his
fingerprints, was used to kill King. ‘ S

. “I DIDN'T MAKE NO strong assumptions in that
area,”’ he replied.

He did not say what his responsibility had been, but
added that “the man who made the rifle may have
been responsible in part.”

Much of the evidence that Ray has given to U.S. Dis- _
trict Judge Robert E. McRae Jr. has been couched in
such cautious language. : '

Before being sentenced in King's death, Ray had
served three prison terms and was in the midst of a
fourth when he escaped from prison about a year be- -
fore King’s death

Ray’s involvement in the assassination—which set
off riots in black sections of many cities—is being piec- .
ed together indirectly. ;

RAY TESTIFIED yesterday that he left Califorfiias
in March 1968 to' go to New Orleans. He had been in
California for several months, taking dancing lessons,
going to bartender school, and having his nose bobbed.

He said he wanted his features altered so that he
could get a merchant seaman’s license. He said he
knew that the FBI would be circulating 'a photograph
of him, and he did not want to resembile it.

He said that when he got to New Orleans, ‘I stopped
there for maybe an hour or so. Then I left New Orleans.
I had to go to Birmingham. I was supposed to meet a
party in New Orleans but he had gone on to
Birmingham.” .

Ray has contended that the “party”’-he met in Bir-
mingham was a “blond Latin” named Raoul whom he
had met the year before in Canada and who had per-
suaded him to smuggle items from Canada into the

~Mnissd:States. _ —_—=

IR
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Special to The New York Times

. MEMPHIS, Oct. 29—James"
rarl Ray testified today that he .

did not assassinate the Rever-

*Lf{%r]ld Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., -
“That he was more than a mile "’

‘Faway at the time of the murder
i#and “that he had witnesses to
I'prove it.
# Mr, Ray has not yet finished
Ygiving his account of his in-
Zwolvement in the murder of the
“¢ivil rights leader on April 4,
1968, in Memphis, but he ad-
mitted involvement today -and
awill be on the witness stand
“answering questions about it
~again tOmoIrow.
i He said that his involvement
thad been peripheral.
£ ¢ personally did not shoot
{Dr. King, but I believe I may be
.®artly responsible for his
ideath,” the 47-year-old convict
Hestified.
£* Mr. Ray is seeking a full-
igcale trial in the murder. He
fpleaded guilty in March, 1969,
‘and was sentenced to 99 years’
in prison after a one-hour court
goceeding. ‘
% He said on the witness stand
today that he had pleaded.
guilty because he thought his,
attorney, Percy Foreman of
Ffouston, might “fake” a de-’
fense if he insisted on a trial
and that he might end up be-
ing sentenced to the electric
chair.

He said that Mr. Foreman
had seemed intent on getting
him to plead guilty.

Mr. Ray's acknowledgement|
that he may have been “partly;
, responsible” for Dr. King’sk

death, came, he said, in 2 letier}

he wrote to Senator James

, Gastland of Mississippl five

1 years ago agrecing 10 go,qper‘gte,

| with. yosed 18&?_“5%5&‘3“‘
L of 3‘{""&1(’“%% murder

‘Ray Contends He Was

By MARTIN WALDRON 3‘ L

n o

#erved three prison terms and
#¥as in the midst of a fourth

O e ]

i piiguage.

‘fge’fn couched in such cautious
\ # Before being sentenced in Dr.

-gpg’s death, Mr. Ray had

#lack sections of cities in the

PR il

)

M Jait Record

One of his attorneys, James
Lesar of Washington, asked if
by that he meant that he had
assumed - that the 30!06-caliber
rifle found near the secene of;
the amhbush had been used in
the murder.

“T didn’t make no strong as-
sumptions in that area,” Mr.
Ray testified. He did not say
what his responsibility had
been, but added, “The man who
made the rifle may have been
responsible in part.”

Much of the evidence that he
has given to Federal District
Judge Robert E. McRae Jr. has|.

when he escaped from prison
about a year before Dr. King’s
assassination. ‘

Mr. Ray’s involvement in the
murder, which 'set off riots in

¥Tnited States, is being pieced;
-ﬁ)gether indirectly.

Mr. Ray said in his testimony
today. that he left California in

e

March, 1968, to go to New Or-
leans. : .

He said that, when he got to
New Orleans, “I stopped there
for maybe an hour or so. Then I
left New Orleans. I had to go
to Birmingham. I was supposed
to meet a party in New Orleans|
but he had gone to Birming:
ham.” I

The ‘Party’ in Birmingham

Mr. Ray has contended.that:
the “party” he met in Birming-
ham  was a “blond: Latin”
named Raoul whom he had met
the year pefore in Canada -and
who had, persuaded nim: to

smuggle {temg fhom Canada
e Onfwe-mitessme—
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He h d that L kept
&im"’ﬁ%ﬁ% witi money for

‘more than a year. ‘
In questioning by his attor-
neys this morning, Mr. Ray said
that he had been shown “10 or
'12 pictures” of “Latin-appear-
‘ing” individuals while he was
'awaitjng trial in 1968.
One of these photographs, he
said, was of a man who had
been arrested in Dallas for
questioning on the day that
President Kennedy was assassis|
nated there in 1963. :
“I was asked if I would iden-
tify the man if he was brought
to Memphis,” Mr. Ray said. “I
!said no, although he did look
isimilar to the party I was in-
'volved with.”

The man arrested in Dallas
was not charged, and his name
was not mentioned in the
courtroom today. He was iden-
tified as “an anti-Communist
Cuban.” '

In addition to outlining some

'of the events in which he was
jnvolved leading up to the
assassination, Mr. Ray dropped
hints about the group of people’
he is now ready ‘to ‘contend
“framed” him.
. He indicated on two- occa-
Isions that the slaying of Dr.
King might be traced to Loui-
jsiana. =
" The first time he indicated
this"was when he was being
iexamined” by Mr. Lesar. Mr.
Ray said that the investigation
ifor his defense in 1968 was in-
competent. “No one went to
Los Angeles or to New Orleans,|
where I think much of the evi-}
dence lies,” he said. 1
" This afternoon, ‘while being|
‘questioned by the assistant
Memphis prosecutor, Henry
Hile, Mr. Ray said that in the
summer of 1968 he tried to get
$1,250 from William Bradford
Huie, the author, to hire a se-
cret special investigator.,. He
said that he and his brother,
Jerry W. Ray, “wanted to get
this money to hire a private in-
vestigator to go to Louisiana.”!
Mr. Hule was " writing -about
James Earl Ray’s involvément
in the case. R

One of Mr. Fay’s former law:
yers, Arthur ‘Hanes of Birming-
ham, told reporters :‘several
years ago that Mr. Ray would
never discuss, Loudsiqnﬁ"l"*‘ Wr;ih

e

him, that Mg, Ray “wouldiclam

tp (eondmbocome -gngry,; if
pr -ab o he t6FrerY pis sl

[ A—California - 50; g,?gg.%r,
Charles . Stein, who?ro e with

Mr. Ray from Los Angeles to
New Orleans - in December,
1967, told reporters that Mr.
Ray was in love with a New Or
Jzans woman. E

“Evidence Held Nonexistent
Mr. Ray said -this afternoon
that one widely publicized
piece of “evidence” against him
did not exist. his, he said, was
the marked map found in the
Atlanta rooming house where
Mr. Ray had lived for a couple
of weeks. before the.assassing-|
tion. ‘
. The state of Tennessee and
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation have said that the map
;had Dr.iKing’s home ‘andhis of-
fices-encircled. nE o
Mr. Ray sdid that two streéts,
on the map had been circled:
One was the street Wkﬁere t}ée(
rooming house was, he said,:
afig=tier-Other, WiS~ Peacntree
Street, Atlanta’s main thor-.
oughfare, weer=imms? aueeiies®
| Mr. Ray said that after he;
‘went to Birmingham the weeki
‘before the assassination, he
bought a rifle. He said he told
‘his attorneys in 1968 and early
{1969 that he had bought the
lrifle “but that it wasn’t with
'my money.”
| 'He said he returned the first
rifle because “I understand the
first one was the wrong -type
‘and I had to take it back and
get another.” He said he-did not
examine either rifle, nor did he;
try to load or fire them.
Mr. Ray was beginning an-ac-
count of his activities in Mem-
phis when.the judge adjourned
court for, the day. He said that
after he had arrived here, he
rented a room across the street
from the motel where Dr. King
was staying. o
«Me and another party. dis-
jcussed this the previous éven-
‘ing,” Mr. Ray said. “At that
time, I didn’t have a weapon.’™
He 'said he had-been sipposed
to drive to a Main Street flop-

E!""‘n&%“"usf t!he va;
April-4, 1968, about
before Dr. King: was

He said ‘oni’ tha
noon he was sent’to
frared” telescope;- 1
couldn’t find one and
pair of binoculars instea
binoculars were found:a

house to rent a room, but that
he got lost and ‘patked his ‘car
in a lot a mile or more from the

hoyse., “I walked up there and
\ _ﬁ_@‘ﬁ'}"j ST

ren

Gom,” he salwve~r
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James Earl Ray, right, being taken to court yesterday in Memphis by Feﬁfr&‘l narsh:

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




0-19 (Rev.

T-30-74) . ( ! \

MURKIN

vile From Scene,
Ray Tells Court

New York Times News Service

MEMPHIS — James Earl Ray has testified that he
did not kill Martin Luther King Jr., that he was more
than a mile away at the time of the murder and that he
had witnesses to prove it.

Ray has not finished his account of his involvement
in the murder of the civil rights leader here April 4,
1968, but he admitted involvement yesterday and was

to'be on the witness stand answering questions about it ;

again today.

He said his involvement had been peripheral.

*'I personally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe 1
may be partly responsible for his death,”” Ray, who is
47, testified. - )

RAY SEEKS a full-scale trial. He pleaded guilty in
March 1969 and was sentenced to.99 years in prison '
after a one-hour court proceeding. :

He said on the witness stand yesterday that he had
pleaded guilty because he thought his attorney, Percy
Foreman of Houston, might “fake” a defense if he
insisted on a trial, and that he might end up being sen-
tenced to the electric chair.

He said that Foreman had seemed intent on getting
him to plead guilty, and didn’t seem to have time to sit
down with him and discuss the case.

Foreman estimated there was a 99 percent chance he
would get the death penalty if he went to trial, Ray
said.

“I TOLD HIM I thought that was ridiculous,. that the
state would rely on circumstantial evidence and the
most they could convict me of, if they convicted me,
was aiding and abetting,” Ray said, according to the
Associated Press.

Ray’s attorneys claim he was a dupe of a conspiracy
by others to kill King.

Ray later testified that he had rented a room across
the street from a motel where King was slain thinking
there would be ‘“‘some kind of meeting between me and
another party up there,” AP reported.

Ray also said he had witnesses who could verify his
whereabouts about 11 minutes before King was assas-
sinated, but had kept the information to himself for
fear the FBI would find out and harass them.

WHEN RAY was asHed if his first attorney, Arthur
Hanes Sr. of Birmingham, Ala., ever asked him if he
was guilty of the murder, he replied: : :

““I just told him no.”’ . T

He said that Foreman, who took over the case from
Hanes, never atked him ‘directly. “But some time in

‘the early part of February (1969) he asked me to write

out everything I did when I escaped from the Missourt i
State Penitentiary until 1 was arrested,” Ray said. .

“I just assumed he read from. that that T wasn’t in ‘l
thaf-_gaﬂqﬂar» area (the slaying scene) ailI’T wasn't n
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READ INTO evidence was a letter Ray wrote, four
days after the guilty plea, to Senate Judiciary Comgnit- .

tee Chairman James O. Eastland, D-Miss.; saying] *‘I
persopally did not shoot Dr. King, but I believe Ijam
partly responsible for his death.” .

AsKed what he meant, Ray replied, “‘I assumed you -
could be involved in some kind of crime and not have
knowledge of it. I had no direct knowledge.”

Ray was asked whether he assumed that a rifle,
identified asthe murder weapon and bearing his
fingerprints, was used to kill King. :

« DIDN'T MAKE NO strong assumptions in that
area,” hereplied. : »

He did not say what his responsibility had been, but
added that “the man who made the rifle may have
been responsible in part.”

Much of the evidence that Ray has given to U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Robert E. McRae Jr. has been couched in
such cautious language. : : .

Before being sentenced in King's death, Ray, had
served three prison terms and was in the midsd of a
fourth When he escaped from prison about a year be-
fore Kipg's death .

Ray’4 involvement in the assassination—whic¢h set
off riot$ in black sections of many cities—is being'piec- |
ed together ipdirei:tly. _ . .

RAY . TESTIEIED yesterday that he left Califorriiasg
in March 1968 fo go to New Orleans. He had been-in.
California for several months, taking dancing lessons,
going to bartender school, and having his nose bobbed.

He said he wanted his features altered so that he
could get a merchant seaman’s license. He said he
knew that the FBI would be circulating a photograph
of him, and he did not want to resemble it. .

He said that when he got to New Orleans, ‘I stopped .
there for maybe an hour or so. Then I left New Orleans. *|
1 had to go to Birmingham. 1 was supposed to meet a
party in New Orleans but he had gone on '

' Birkingham.” S

Ray has contended that the “party’’ he met In Bip-
minkham was a “blond Latin”’ named Raoul whom he !
had?met the year before in Canada and who h_ad per- ./
suaded him to smuggle items from Canada into the |
_United States. :

——
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By Paul W. 'Valentine .
Washington Post Staff Writer
'MEMPHIS, Oct. 30—A law-
yer for James Earl Ray testi-
fied today that his chent was!
' standing outside, the rooming
house when’ the shot that
killed Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was fired from inside.
The statement by Arthur,
Hanes. St marked the first
time that Ray's locatmn at the
moment of the murder, 6:01
P.m. on April 4, 1968, has been
pinpointed in court testimony.
Up to now Ray has refused
to say where he was or what
he was doing. He has sug:
gested only that he was unwit

tingly. inv@lved with a gri)upl
of men whjo came to Memphls
in early Abril, 1968, and ’chat|
someone eise.. fired .the shot
that 'killed the civil rights
leader as he stood on ‘the bal-
cony of the Loxraine Motel, to
the rear of the rdoming house..

Hanes, who was mayor of
Birmingham, ‘Ala., during the
Dolice-black clashes of the
civil rights movement there
in the ‘early 1960s and was.
Ray’s lawyer dn 1968, detailed
Ray’s movements . in . and

King murder. .

But the testimony shed’ httle
light on t 1dent1ty of the
trigger ma

Unidentified co 11eagues

422% South Main St., Memphis
[address of the rooming house]
tand be there at 3 pm. on
the 4th of April,” Hanes Sald
Ray told him. J

There, at abouf 5:20,p.m.,
his eontact” suggested that
Ray “go down and have a
beer” in an- adJacent bar,
‘Hanes said he was told. °
““Ray said he had a beer or
two and that he then went
out and was standing in front]
of the roommg house on the
street when ’
fired,” Hanes testified.
Moments latel, Ray noticed
on the sidewalkja bundle con-
taining a rifle he had pur-
chased, Hanes, said Ray -told
him. “He knew he was in trouJ
ble ‘and he fled.”

around - Memphis before the )

“gave him "a_ note to go to]

" Hahes s sauf Ray identiied,

his “¢ ” as “Raoul,” af
shadswy figure who fre-:
quently been clte(i%f;haeg past.
]by Ray’s attorneys as a pos+
smle partxclpant in "a con-
splracy to kill King, !
i Hanes’ testlmony came in/
‘the sixth day of' a fedei'alf
courtlgemg into glasds by,

Ray $adt he was godreed ‘into
'plea&mg guilty - to the ng;
(mur er, = O
C"n—v-'—u-——.-—P—w—. =

i R
'Pale and thin, Ray gazed]
at the floor duiring Hanes’
testimony, rarely looking up
as Hanes described Ray’s ac-
tions in a low, even voice.
‘While jay has steadfastly
refusedsto talk about the cru-
cial 7 ments,. his current at-
torneys have said prlvately
that Ray ‘was elsewhere in the
city and has an alibi witness
1 to prove it. The attorneys, Ber-
nard Fensterwald and James
Lesar of Washington, have not
I identified the witness.

By

_..Hanes’ testimony-today was_

tangential to the, purpose of
the court hearing begore U.S:

Distriet Court Judge Robert

McCrae—-to determme if. Ray
was given ineffective assis-
tance by his earlier lawyers
and was coerced into pleading
guilty. .

tend that Hanes and later at-
torney Percy Foreman subor-
dinated  Ray’s’ legal interest
to financial proflts they hoped
to split with writer William
Bradford Huie, They .had con-

tracted with Huie for exclu-

Wesd. Pt

(0-3).0y
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sive access to detalls of the
murder. i
)Foreman ultl

‘beat Ray, 1nto ¥ gu ty‘%nlea&to

avoid a tmal and

the exclusivity of 1 :
for Huie, Ray’s present-;

‘mamtam

 neys’ say. vt
Fenstelwald and Lesar com|.

Both Hanes and hls« }
Arthur-Hanes Jr., testlﬂed{to-
day that they made a fulljin-
vestigation of the case; and
were prepared to:‘go to, tnal
in November, 1968, when Ray
suddenly flred them and ‘hired

Foreman T
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{ MEMPHIS, Oct. 29— Jaimes
:Earl Ray today acknowledged|.
,being with a group of .men he
Ibelieves responsible for assas-
'sinating Dr. Martin Luther
'King Jr. here in 1968—but he
_steadfastly denied being the
“actual shooter.” -
¢ In a federal court, hearing in
_which Ray, 46, is seeking to
overturn his 1969 guilty rlea
to King’s murder, Ray for the
|#irst time deseribed details of
ievents leading‘to the shooting
at 6:01 p.m. April 4, 1968, as
‘the civil rights ieader stood on:
‘the balcony of the Lorraine
‘Motel here. N :
But Ray would  not| say.
where he was or what he was
‘doing at the moment the shot:
‘was fired, reportedly from the
‘window of a flophouse adja-
icent to the motel. - . =+~
i« told Arthur Hanes (one of
Ray’s former attorneys) the
truth on’ everything except
what I left out . . . I told him
.everywhere I'd been'up to 10
)minutes of 6 that evening,”
Ray testified. . -
" He acknowledged renting: a
room in the- flophouse and
{purchasing the - rifle feund
abahdoned nearby -just -after
the shooting and later identi-
fied as the murdetr weapon.
When Tennessee Assistant
Attorney General Henry Haile
| pressed for.details, Ray’s at-
| torneys protested, asking for a
il private bench conference with
{17.S. District Court Judge Rob-
ert M. McRae. After a brief]
consultation, McRae ruled
that Ray could continue testi-
| fying about details he had dis-
Y cussed with his previous attor-
I neys in preparing his defense

but not_about matters he _bad
refused to_discuss with them.
23, .

.
J
i
|
{
.

|

i

{

|

Ray Outlines™

‘Assassination .

' By Paul W. Valentine @
Washington Post Staff Writer |, = . _ .= "¢
" The ryling came il the con<

e

&:»———’—‘__;\——-"g)i

texEOTHAY S attempts=tTsiow’
that his previous attorneys,
Hanes and Percy Foreman,!
coerced him, into pleading,
guilty. -+ . C

Ray’s current ‘attorneys con-i
tend Foreman pushed for a
guilty plea to avoid a frial sol
that he could share royalties;
from books ahd' magazine arti-
cles with writer William Brad-:
ford .Huie with whom first,

| Hanes and then Foreman had

agreed to give exclusive de-,
\tails of the murder. ‘_’ o
Ray has contended since the,
day he pleaded guilty that
there was a conspiracy:to kill,
King. FBI, Justice Department;
¥and local law enforcement of-|
ficials,savthere is no evidence,
" Though Rav woyld not spec-|
ify yesterday where he was ati
the moment Kiiig was shqt,,'n
his' attorneye. have said: pri-
vateiy he was in another pai-t‘
of .the “city and has an alibi ,
witness to testify so if* Ray .
win$ a full-dress trial. They.:
also contend Ray'was unaware .
that the group He was within
Memphis intended to kil |,
King. ~ Do
" The group, based in Louis-
“@a'na, was engaged primarily |
in smuggling narcotics, the |
attorneys said. .
. Ray, who appeared relaxéd
although pale and thin, testi-
fied that in March, 1968, a
month before the' assassina-
tion, he drove 'from Los Ap- |
geles to New Orleans to meet. ,
“gnother party” but “he had |

gona-sxto Birmpinglem?” Ray |
did not identify the “party.” !

2025 RELEASE UND

Ray.said_he caught up with |
the party in Birmingesaad
the two of therm drove to
Atlanta, where‘Ray rented -a
room, He denied using a map

ilocations of King's home and,
‘church circled.
In late March, 1968, Ray
testified, he returned to Birm- [
i'ngham,[ bought a rifle and'!
Brought 'it to Memphis but did:
not take it to .the flophou'sei
room. He did not say what he
did with it and under Judge!
McRae’s ruling state prosecu-:
tors did not press him, Lt
He testified, however, that |
he did not practice firing
the rifle. and “never evq‘n",
tried to load'it.” "
» He said he rented the flop-
house rodm on April 4, 1968,
and left the general area at )
[
{

o _ g
: E ‘7 ents BefOI"e | (that police say they later dis-
, " . A ' covered in the room with the

5:50 p.m., 11 minutes before
the assassindtion. . rod
To buttress his conspiracy !
claim, Ray cited a letter he
wrote in March, 1969, to Sen,
'James O. Eastland (D-Miss)) |
who was considering a Sen-
ate investigation. |
“I personally did-not shoot ;
Dr. King, but I believe I -am
partly Tesponsible I for - Dr.
King's death,” Ray said.in-the
leter— o

e ar
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- Asked..what he’_meant by.
“T W%m parily '_re‘spo‘z_ii
sible,” Ray' answered, “You-
know, it’s like you could ‘he:
involved in a crime and gt
have any knowledge .of ‘it... -
You could be involved in.-so
other operation with the
ple'in it.” -

-
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t— ? .. : | i : =Atso0clated Press
James Farl Ray, second from right, is escorted by U.S. marshals as he leaves a Memphis jail to testify in court.
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'Ero,m Murder

BY \IgHOLAS g CHRISS '
Times Staff writer i

i MEMPHIS—James Earl"
Ray testified Tuesday that
he was a mile away when | |
Dr. Martifiottmer - King !
was killed in 1968 and _“If
think I have eyewitnesses|
on this." l

;Ray' 47, the convicted:
tfsassin of Dr. King, said!
he had not told his attor-,
neys of this alibi,-or of the:
p0551b1e witnesses, be-I
' cause "if the FBI found out |
about the witnesses they'
would have harassed]
them."
Ray did.nob elabomte‘
further on the matter.
U.S. Dist. Judge Robert’
McRae ruled that what -
Ray told his attorneys was |
relevant in . this hearing,
but not what he failed to |
disclose to them.
The heamng is aimed at '
allowing Ray to withdraw !
“his cullty plea and obtain
‘a new trial on the ground {
. that his original attorneys |
neglected his defense and |
pressured him into plead-.
ing guilty bebau¥E=they |
had a financial interest in.
_publications about the
agase that would be dimin- |
. ished by an open trial. The :
. attorneys in question were
Arthur Hanes of Birming-
Jam and: Percy Foreman !
;of Houston. Thus, 'the
.fheaung ‘revolves around
; hese ‘matters, and not on

he facts of the asssssina-
mon

»‘T‘meman has sald he
- FL commended that Ray
lead guilty becausé he
kaas convinced he would
‘\5%. given the death. penalty
By a. jury. He was sen-
|tenced 10 99~§Ears-m"pn-
ararten. pleading guilty.:)

Assoc. Dir.

‘ Dep. AD Adm. _
Dep. AD Inv. ___
Asst. Dir.:
Admin.

9 fl’uesday was s Ray's- sec- -

éza‘;’;ay—?on t];t.o_,..m:b

/ ‘Asked if he had"always

( told his attorneys the'

tith, Ray replied that he ' -

did "except for what T left N

‘out." /
By what he "left out," he !

presumably meant his as-

,sertion ‘that he had wit-

nesses, to his alibi that he,

was a mile away-from the

scene when, Dr.King was:

killed.
He admltted that he had'
wmpurchased. aingham:,

a ,30-06 rifle, the gun found
outside a ﬂophouse door
moments after Dr.” King
was shot, but that "it
wasn't' my money™ used to
buy the rifle.

One of Ray's current at-
torneys, James Lesar, eli-,
cited testimony that Ray
had received -a letter fromi
Foreman, on March 9, the!
day - bafons=le pleaded
guilty, rejecting an offer'
by Ray of $15,000 to with-
draw from the case,

Ray said he did not. want
yto plead guilty and had
; been telling Foreman that -
ror some time. He said W/

Preston Battle, the -judge
at his 1969 trial, told him
that he could not continue
hiring and firing attor-
neys, and that it was time
to get on with the trial,
Thus, Ray said, he could
not fne Foreman but
asked him to withdraw

=
Ray said Foreman told
'-hun he would, take the
t first $150,000 of any mon-
‘% that was .made from
ooks, articles and motion
» pictures about the assas-
| sination episode, which
. were based on information
from Ray, plus $14,000 in
expenses, and would with-
.draw only if Ray pleaded
- guilty and did not create a
« scene in the courtroom the
; next day. ’ b
\ A‘% [gtggg concermng his:
‘d eal, which Foreman:
1wrote and which- Ray:
lmgned ‘said in part: "And!
ithis advance,» also, ig con-*
tmgent upon\ the plea of.!
ad .
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i 1969, “without aj %,wsqam_-'

é;,*.eaﬁﬁct on yourpart in.
lcourt " :
i Ray pleaded gmlty and
said, under 'questlo.
 from  Battle,” that he
derstood what he :
doing. :
Ray said he thought his
‘plea would be a’ "techmca]
\plea of guilty to get me out
)oﬁ town wﬁ‘:‘r@"ij’gmtentla—
'py." Then he could retract’
\the plea, obtain a new at-
torney and 1eopen thel
wase, he,said; TRy
' Two days later -Ray
started writing-the” fu'st -of'
'a bateh of letters repudiat--
ing the .plea, “sued Fore-
‘man and said "he Gould be,
Jnvolved in some kind: of|
\Gtime and not be, &\lee oF
o suggesnn& he'.w 2l
|

du_gg.,_..; consplrac' T
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' "Ray Postrayed
. As Trap Victim
- Of Ex-Lawyers

By MICHAEL LOLLAR

James Earl Ray’s attorneys yester-
day portrayed him as a man trapped
into an unwanted murder confession as
they laid a framework for conflict-of-
interest claims against his former
attorneys.

As Ray’s evidentiary hearing opened
before U. S. Dist. Judge Robert M.
McRae Jr., Bernard Fensterwald said
the evidence will show a ‘‘blatant con-
flict of interest” on the part of Percy
Foreman and Arthur Hanes, because of
their dealings with Alabama author
William Bradford Huie.

Foreman was the primary focus of
yesterday’s assault. Fensterwald, his
Washington co-counsel James H. Lesar
and Ray’s Memphis attorney, Robert
I. Livingston, said they will show that
Foreman began negotiations for a
guilty plea before . undertaking any
investigation of the April 4, 1968, slay-
ing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

In his opening statement, Fenster-

Thompson, who had been retained by
Hanes “probably in August, 1968.”
Thompson said Hanes asked him to
serve as local counsel for Ray and that
he enlisted the aid of private investiga-
for Renfro Hays to help compile
statements from possible witnesses.

Thompson said he discussed the case
with Hanes only briefly, primarily by
telephone, but soon learned “through
the newspapers” that Ray had fired
Hanes, hiring Foreman to take his
place.

Questioned by Lesar, Thompson said
that Foreman never asked to see the
investigative files which he compiled
with the help of Hays. Thompson
brought the files with him, including a
statement taken from Charles Quitman
Stephens, Stephens was a resident of
the boarding house at 42215 South
Main, from which the fatal shot sup-
posedly was fired. :

In a signed affidavit, Stephens said
he saw a man resembling Ray run
from the boarding house with a bundle

wald said that Foreman, a Houstod...gsder his arm after the shot was fired.

attorney, “refused to try to stop
prejudicial pretrial publicity” in the
case and finally “coerced Ray into the
guilty plea.”

“The evidence will show that ...
Foreman put every available pressure
upon Ray to plead guilty. He said that
Ray would barbecue if he went to
trial.”

The 46-year-old Ray, serving a 99-
year sentence for the slaying, showed

ttle emotion, but smiled occasionallv
during testimony by Insp. Billy J..
Smith, the sheriff’s deputy assigned as
head of the 14-man security force for
Ray in 1968 and’1969.

Livingston asked Smith if he recalled
Ray and his attorneys turning the
shower in his cell on and off to keep
their conversations from being over-
heard by hidden microphones in Ray’s
maximum-security cell.

Smith replied, “I read the same book
you read, and that’s not true.” The
deputy said the claim was originated
by New York author Gerold Frank in
his book, ‘“An American Death.”

Ray laughed with the crowd of about
40 spectators at Smith’s vigorous deni-
al of the claim. Otherwise, the prisoner
sat quietly, occasionally passing notes
to his attorneys.

puI

Testimony about Foreman’s repre-
entation of Ray was introduced
through Memphis attorney Russell X

Lesar asked Thompson, “Would you
consider that affidavit evidence that
was essential in preparing a case for
trial, a murder case?” ¥

Thompson replied, “Well, I would in
defense of a criminal case. I would
think just about anything would be
imiportant. Anything 1 could get my
hands on I would look for.”

Another document in Thompson’s
{iles was an affidavit from an FBI fire-
arms expert who examined the rifle
supposedly used to murder King and

(Continued on Page 6)

Judge Robert M. McRae Jr. -
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& AI Conf lict Of Interest‘Clquls
 Are Prepared In Ray Hearing

(Continued from Page 1)

the 30.06 bullet removed from King
during an autopsy.

In the affidavit, the agent said, ““I
could draw no conclusion whether the
submitted bullet was fired from the
submitted rifle.”

Questioning Foreman'’s failure to ask
for the affidavit when he was hired,
Lesar asked Thompson if the document
might have been important to Ray’s
defense.

“] suppose it would be relevant,”
Thompson said.

Thompson also testified that Frank,

the New York author, asked to look at
the investigative files, but Thompson
said he turned him down for fear the
book might interfere with Ray’s right
to a fair trial: The attorney said Frank
then contacted Foreman, who ‘‘wrote
to me on Nov. 13, 1968, authorizing my
turning over the materials to Gerold
Frank.”

Thompson said he still refused to
allow Frank access to his files, and, “I
ended up just giving the whole thing to
Hugh Stanton Jr.,” former assistant
public defender. The' Shelby County
Public Defender’s Office was appointed
to assist Foreman in Ray’s defense.
Thompson said that when Ray agreed
to plead guilty Stanton returned the
files to him.

Ray’s current attorneys claim Fore-
man made no effort to examine
Thompson's files or to conduct his own
investigation of the case because he
was primarily interested in “badger-
ing” Ray to plead guilty.

When he agreed to represent Ray,
Foreman assumed 60 per cent of the
royalty rights to Huie’s book, “He Slew
the Dreamer,™ an dccount of the King
slaying. Ray claims Foreman wanted
him to plead guilty ‘““to preserve the
eccnomic value of the book.”

In Smith’s testimony early vesterday
the sheriff’s deputy testified he was in
charge of all security for Ray between
July 19, 1968, and March 12, 1959, when
Ray was transferred to the state peni-
tentiary at Nashville,

Smith said all of Ray’s incoming
mail was scrutinized by deputies before
it was given t¢ Ray, ““and all outgoing
mail except to his attorneys.”

All mail “reat iy* the deputies was
copied and delivered to Lloyd ‘Dusty’
Rhodes, who was administrative assist-

Rhodes
ant to former Dist. Atty. Gen. Phil M.
Canale, Smith said.

Blackwell

In his openiﬁg statement, Fenster-

James Earl Ray s Escorted From Court With Mass Of Papers

—AP Photo

wald said .delivery of Ray’s corre-
spondence to his prosecutors is “‘an ir-
remedial constitutional defect” in his
treatment, making “the Ellsberg case
look like a model of judicial rectitude”
in comparison.

Fensterwald said the jail’s use of
television cameras and microphones to
monitor activity in Ray’s cell amount-
ed to ‘“‘systematic interference with
Ray’s Sixth Amendment right to coun-
sel, especially his right to confer with

counsel without interference by the |

state.”

Smith testified two cameras were
trained cn Ray’s cell at all times and a
microphone was connected to one of
the cameras. He said the microphone
“was turned off whenever Ray’s attor-
neys were in the cell.” ———

—— >
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Former Sheriff William N. Morris
Jr., who authorized the security setup,
said all of the, security measures were
discussed beforehand with Canale. “I
might simply say that we didn’t feel we
were doing anything that would violate
Mr. Ray’s constitutional rights.”

Rhodes, Canale’s former administra-
tive assistant, testified he was not a
party to the prosecution of the Ray

case. Questioned by Lesar, he said he |

knows ‘‘of no evidence that was made
available to anybody” outside th e
attorney general’s office. Lesar claims
prosecutors gave confidential informa-
tion-to Frank, among others, without
making the same information available
to Ray’s own attorneys.

‘The hearing will resume at 9:30 this
morning with testimony by Dr. Mec-
Carthy DeMere, Memphis plastic sur- |
geon who served as jail physician to
Ray. L

Defense Attorney Bernar
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P‘im:ﬁbms (APy = Fit-
teen minutes before Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated, the only wit-
ness to place James Earl
Ray near the slaying was so
drunk he couldn’t stand up,
a cabdriver has testified.

James McGraw, the cab
driver, gave the testimony
yesterday on the second
day of a federal court hear-
ing on Ray’s efforts to with-
draw his guilty plea to the
King slaying and gain a
new trial for murder.

McGraw said he was call-
ed to a rooming house
across the street from the
motel where King was shot
April 4, 1968, to pick up

Charles thman Stephens

and found Stephens d
in #in upstairs room.

‘HE WAS laying on the
bed and couldn’t get up,”
McGraw said.

Stephens told officers he
saw Ray running from an
upstairs bathroom in the
rooming house, from where
officers theorize King was
shot.

Earlier yesterday, Ray
was quoted by the doctor
who treated him during his
stay in the Shelby County
jail fas saying he wasn’
alope in the King death.

. McCarthy DeMgre

sai he asked Ray ifihe

re involved in the slaymg
Ray prepared to leaw
mphis in March 1969

gin serving a 99-year sep-

tence in the state peniten,

jary in Nashville.

“Well, let’s put it this wiy
I wasn't by my;elf p?
Mere said Ray replied.

/1)
MURKIN

Ray Witness Calted
“Feo Drunk to Stand Up’

BECAUSE of the guilty
lea, there never was apy
estimony on Ray’s guilt jor
nnocence. But a formier
ssistant in the public de-

' fender’s office, Hugh Stan- :

ton . Jr., testified . yester-
dgv he had concluded, “We
dldn’t have much defense}”

ut Stantop said he wis
preparing a defense for Ray

until he pleaded guilty. “I
1S amazed and astou d-
» * at the plea, Stant

S

spite his surprise, ho

ever, Stanton said he con-
sidered as reasonable the
recommendation that Ray
plead guilty. “I think it was,
an extremely high probabil-
ity that the jury probably
would have given him the
death penalty.”

Stanton, whose father
was pubhc defender after
Ray’s 1968 arrest in Lon-
don, now is district attor-,
ney. He and DeMere testi-
fied before Judge Robert M.
MdRae Jr. of U.S. Distsict
Co .

E plammg why e
thousht Rav’s defense wa

weak, Stanton cited Ray S
fingerprints on the murder
apon, Ray’s presencefin
emphis at the time 4nd
the discovery of his over-
mght bag at the scene of
shooting. :

RAY CLAIMS his private
attorney, Percy Foreman of
Houston, Tex., coerced him
to enter the plea and that
none of his former attor-,
neys developed a support-
able defense for him.

Stanton said that several
documents collected by de-
fense investigators could
have been used in support
of Hay’s innocence, includ.
ing/statements by witne:
digputing the site fro
, whttch the fatal shot came.
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Ray Lays Guilty Plea
Tﬁ Greedy Attorney

By Paul W,

/ Washington Post Staff Writer

. MEMPHIS, Tenn., Oct. 25—
.James Earl Ray took the wit-
|ness stand in his own behalf
{today, claiming his former at-
torneys had been more inter-
ested in book and movie royal
‘tles than in defending him in
the 1968 assassination of civil
|nghts leader Martin Luther
]King Jr.
* Thin, ashen and dressed in a
,rumpled suit, the 46-year-old
iRay told a crowded federal
‘courtroom that attorney Ar-
Ithur Hanes Sr., former mayor
,of Birmingham, Ala,, and
|Hanes’s  successor, attorney
,Percy Foreman of Houston,
s1gned lucrative contracts with
lauthor William Bradford Huie
'for a share of revenues from
lany books, magazine articles
:or films based on details of
the King murder.
! Rays present attorneys
lcontend Foreman browbeat
Ray intq, pleading guilty in
March, 1969, thus avoiding a
tmal ang preserving details of
- the eaje exclusively for Huie.
| Huie“ultimately wrote three
jarticles for Look magazine
‘and a book called “He leled
'the Dreamer.,”

Valentine

James H. Lesar, one of
Ray’s three current attorneys,
has estimated Huie received a
minimum of $100,000 and
Hanes and Foreman lessor
amounts. Ray testified today
that he received nothing, al-
though at least one of the con-!
tracts provided that he was to,
receive 30 per cent of gross,
revenues. . . .

“Huie told my brother
(Jerry Ray) that if I took the‘
stand, it would probably de-
stroy his book,” Ray told the[
court.

Ray testlfled in the fourth
day of an evidentiary hearmg.
at which he hopes to win a;
court order permitting him to
withdraw his guilty plea and
face trial in the King murder.
His testimony will resume on
Tuesday.

Hanes is also ;{pected to
testify, but not Hy
man. The latter & y
mitted depasiti
in which they generally denyi
coercing Ray mto pleadmd
I guilty.

\/\)aAl Pt

R-7
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- [Facts Of King’s Death’
Not Grandiose Theory

MEMPHIS (AP) — The FBI
agent who directed the investi-
gation into the murder of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. said

* Sunday the facts of the case
don’t lend themselves to ‘“‘gran-

{  diose theories” of a conspiracy.
“It was a relatively simple
thing,” said Robert G. Jensen,
ow head of security for an in-
rnational motel firm. ‘A man
as killed. A man was caught.

fn many ways, it was like any
.other case, but the stature of

King gave it a lot more public-
ity than the usual case.”
Robert 1. Livingston, attorney
for James Earl Ray, said Fri-
day that he has been in period-
ic contact since March with a
representative of the ‘“‘men who
actually carried out the slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”
Describing "a ‘“‘conspiracy”
behind the April 4, 1968, shoot-
ing of King in Memphis, Liv-
ingston said the intermediary is
seeking immunity from prose-
cution for the slaying con-
spirators, who want to testify
“in revenge” against ‘four
Southern gentlemen’’ who hired
them, not Ray, to kill King.
According to  Livingston,
eight men were involved in
King’s death, with Ray as the
“patsy.” He said Ray was
“...just a gullibletype sort of
fellow, easily influenced and
led around. He had never been
a high-powered criminal all his !
life, just penny ante stuff...”
“If he (Livingston) has some- '

" thing, more power to him,”

said Jensen, adding that he had
not read Livingston’s claims
because there was ‘‘no particu-
lar reason for me to read them.

“The facts that were devel-
oped were made public.” Jen-
sen said. “Many people don’t
want to accept what the facts
are because in many instances,
they don’t lend themselves to .
grandoise theories. But we had
to go with what facts we had. -
Theories and suppositions don’t '
hold up in court.”

Jensen described the investi-
‘gation as a ‘‘good case, well’
worked, well handled. I’'m sat-
isfied with the results.”

1t is “probably true,” Jensen

id, that King’s slaying was

ne of the most-theroughly. in~

stigated muirders in criminal

istory. L C

" eThazs, Ig little doult-tizer
and in-depth :

was an extensive
Investigation,” he said. “It was
-worldwide, involving the coop-
eration of Canadian authorities,
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, Scotland yard and
many, many others. We explor-
ed every angle and the only
thing is that when the case de-
veloped, we could find no evi-
dence of such a thing (a con-

firacy).” .

When the FBI had compiled
the facts, he said, “a represen-
tative of the attorney general’s
office followed through and
rechecked the materia].

_ “The case was analyzed and
it will continue to be
an_alyzegi,”- he said. “I don’t
thltnlt( hlsttoxt'}slr buffs have ever
put to rest the story of Li
and John Wilkes Brg,oth. incoln
“Fifteen years from now
people will ask the same ques-
tions, but my personal opinion
now lies with the public record.

I have no personal theories

whatsoever that differ with the

xrecord of the case.”

4
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FBI Agent: King Case |
‘Relatively Simple’

‘ MEMPHIS (AP) — The FBI agent who directed th
investigation into the murder of Dr. Martin Luther Kin
Jr. said Sunday the facts of the case don’t lend themselve
to “grandiose theories’ of a conspiracy. ]

“It was a relatively simple thing,” said Robert G.
J_ensen, now head of security for an international motel
firm. “A man was killed. A man was caught. In many
ways, it was like any other case, but the stature of King
gave it a lot more publicity than the usual case.”

Bobert 1. Livingston, attorney for James Earl Ray, said
Friday that he has been in periodic contact since March:
with a representative of the ‘‘men who actually carried outﬂ
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” '

Describing a ‘‘conspiracy’’ behind the April 4, 1968,

k.

shooting of King in Memphis, Livingston said the inter "~

mediary is seeking immunity from prosecution for the
slaying conspirators, who want to testify ‘‘in revenge’
against ‘“‘four Southern gentlemen’” who hired them, not
Ray, to kill King.

According to Livingston, eight men were involved in
King's death, with Ray as the ‘‘patsy.”” He said Ray was
“..just a gullible-type sort of fellow, easily influenced and
led around. He had never been a high-powered criminal all
his life, just penny ante stuff...”

“If he (Livingston) has something, more power to him,”
said Jensen, adding that he had not read Livingston’s
claims because there was “no particular reason for me to
read them. "

“The facts that were developed were made public.”
Jensen said. “‘Many people don’t want to accept what the
facts are because in many instances, they don’t lend
themselves to grandoise theories. But we had to go with
what facts we had. Theories and suppositions don’t hold up
in court.”

Jensen described the investigation as a good case, well
worked, well handled. I'm satisfied with the results.”

It is ‘‘probably true,” Jensen said, that King’s slaying
was one of the most thoroughly investigated murders in
criminal history. )

“There is little doubt that it was an extensive a.nd
in-depth investigation,” he said. ‘It was _w_orldw1de, in-
volving the cooperation of Canadian authorities, the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, Scotland yard and ma.ny,.many
others. We explored every angle and the only thing is that

when the case develop
athing (a conspiraicy).”
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When the FBI had compiled the facts, he said, *
epresentative of the attorney general’s office followe
hrough and rechecked the material.

d “The case was analyzed and it will continue to b
analyzed,” he-said. “‘I don’t think history buffs have ever
put to rest the story of Lincoln and John Wilkes Booth.

“Fifteen . years -from now people will ask the same
fuestions, but my personal opinion now lies with the public
tecord. I have no persenal theories whatsoever that diffdr

|
|
| %ith the record of the case.”
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EMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) —

e FBI agent who directed the
investigation into the murder of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. says
...the.faets of-the. case don't lend
themselves to ‘‘grandiose
. theories™ of conspiracy. '

“It was a relatively simple
thing,” Robert G. Jensen said in
a telephone interview. “A man
was killed. A man was caught.
In many ways, it was like any
other case, but the stature of
King gave it a lot more publicity
than the usual case.” - )

Robert 1. Livingston, attorney
for James Earl Ray, said -
Friday that he has been in
periodic contact since March
with a yepresentative of the

Yoo

original gent to BuTs

“men who actually carried out
the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.” Ray, the only person
charged in the case, pleaded

guilty to murdering King, and is

now serving a 99-year prison
sentence. L )

- »If he (Livingston) has
something, more power to him,”
said Jensen, who now is head of
security for an international
motel firm. He said he had not
read Livingston’s claims
because there was ‘'‘no
particular reason for me toread
them.”

“*The facts that were
developed were made public,”
Jensen said. “*Many peopledon’t
want to accept what the facts

Cdariiakiomaeal)

ap, )

—
T -

, are because in many Instarices
they don't lend themselves to
grandiose theories. But we had
to go with what facts we had.
Theories and suppositions don't
toldupin court.”

Alleging a conspiracy behind
the April 4, 1968, shooting of
King in Memphis, Livingston
said the intermediary he talked
to is seeking immunity from
prosecution for the slaying
conspirators. He said they want
to testify “in revenge™ against
“four Southern gentlemen” who
allegedly. hired them, not Ray,
tokill King.

According to Livingston, eight

men were involved in King's "
death, with Ray the **patsy.” He
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said Ray was *'...just a
gullible-type sort of fellow,
éasily influenced and led
around. He had never been a
" high-powered criminal all his
life, just penny ante stuff...”

Jensen described the

investigation as a *‘good case,
well worked, well handled. I'm
satisfied with the results.”

It _is. probably true,  Jensen

said, that King's slaying was
“one of the most thoroughly
investigated murders in
criminal history.

& “There is little doubt that ft
was an extensive and in-depth

~Tivestigation,” he said. “Itwas—"

worldwide, involving the
cooperation of Canadian
authorities, the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police, Scotland Yard
and many, many others. We
explored every angle and the
only thing is that when the case

developed, we could find no-

evidence of such a thing (a
conspiracy).”

Jensen said when the FBI had
compiled the facts, ‘“‘a

representative of the attorney .

general’s office followed

through and rechecked the
material.” it
“The case was analyzed and it
will continue to be analyzed,” he
said. “‘I don’t think history buffs
have ever put to rest the story of
Lincoln and John Wilkes Booth. ~
“Fifteen years from now .
people will ask the same
questions, but my personal
opinion now lies with the public
record. I have no personal
theories whatsoever that differ

. with_the record of the case.’ . smm—en
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{=risswG. Jeneep, the TBL. agent
!Lkp dire@ed-,the"mvestigﬁu‘ﬁ?i;:;.;}o
the murder of ‘Di. Martin Luther
King, sdys the: facts of the cdse do
%ot -Jend themselves to '"grandiose
‘theories" of congpiracy. "t was a re-
latively -simple thing," Jensen said.
‘A" man was killed. A" man ‘was
caught." Robert I. Livingston, attor-
ney for James Ear] Ray, said recent-
¥'that he had been in periodic con-
tactsince March with a representa-
tlve of the "men who actually car-
.ﬁed out” Dr. King's slaying. Ray,

Ho:pleaded guilty to the murder, is
serving - a 99-year prison. sentence.
Jensen, now head of security for-an
international motel firm, discounted
Livingston's remarks, saying there
Wissshs=Reep conspiracy inwelsad_y

Worian
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NNATI (UPI) —
The {.8. 6th Circuit Court
of Appeals ruled today that
James¥€ar] Ray, serving 99
years in jail for the murder
of Martin Luther King, is
entitled to a review of his
guilty plea which could lead
to a new trial.

Ever since the day after
Ray pleaded guilty on
March 10, 1969, to killing the
civil rights leader, he has
been seeking a new: trial

and permission to change

ea te innocent.

TORAY'’S decision fol-
lowe al arguments be-
fore the court in October in
which an attorney for Ray

Wi

been “‘bFowbeaten, badg-
ered and bribed” into plead-
ing guilty.

Attorney Bernard Fen-
sterwald said Ray’s former
attorney, Percy Foreman,
coerced Ray into entering
the guilty plea. That conten-
tion was the basis of Ray’s
appeal to the court here.

“We hold that (Ray) is
entitled to an evidentiary
hearing,”’ the three-judge
appeals court panel said.
“It is clear that the allega-
tions which are the subject
of Ray’s petitions have nev-
er been tried upon their
merits or resolved by any
court — allegations which

— if true, plainly negate
any notien or\idea that his
guilty plea . . was made
voluntarily and intelligent-

ly.

“The allegations . . . if
true would support a finding
that Ray’s attorneys deli-
berately compromised their
client’s interests in order to
further the financial suc-
cess of (William Bradford)
Huie’s works in which they
themselves had a substan-
tial interest.”

TO PAY for his defense,
Ray had promised Foreman
all” royalties he received
from Huie, an author who
had made a deal with Ray

* to write about the case.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

s Review of Plea |

ended his client had

But Fensterwal§ said a
letter Foreman sengto Bay |
just before the guilty plea |
was. entered statéd that
Foreman said he woulggive
back to Ray all mone} be~
yond an initial $165,000§f a
guilty plea were entgred.

Ray, being held ir'a state
penitentiary in Nashville,
Tenn., was not present
when today’s decision was
issued. .

qumes Herald "™ =~
The Evening Star (Washingtonﬁll
The Sunday Star (Washington)
Daily News (New York)
Sunday News (New York)
New York Post
The New York Times
The Daily World
The New Leader
The Wall Street Journal
The National Observer

People’s World

e 1/29/74




-
0-19 (Rey. 9-11=73) =

» '

Assoc. Dir.
Asst. Dir.:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs
Files & Com. ___

Gen. Inv. L

Ray Granted
Reviéiv of
Guilty Plea

| CINCINNATI, Ohio, Jan. 29
(AP)—James Earl Ray was
given a chance today to con-
test his guilty plea in the mur-
der of the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. because of alle-
gations his attorneys compro-
mised his interests to fatten
their pocketbooks.

" The Sixth U. suit Court
of Appeals that Ray, 41,
who receivell a 99-year sen-

tence for the 1968 murder of
the civil rights leader, is_en-
titled to a hearing to contest
his 1969 guilty plea.

Ray argued that he was not
given proper legal advice. He
said his lawyers failed to ih-
vestigate his ecase properly
and that their only interest
was to collect royalties on ma-
terials written about him,

" In a 2to-1 decision, ihe cir-
cuit court sent Ray’s petition
back to the U.S. District Court
in Nashville for review.

Ray alleged he was Rﬁﬂy
advised by attorney Arthur
Hanes, and by attorney Percy
'Foreman after he fired Hanes.
| He alleged both were more in-
‘»;enewjegi in funds_that would

accrue from arti ],anﬂib 'gs
lanned by Al4bama r
%vimgm ragiord Huie than
in his defense.

Ray said the lawyers consid-
ered his guilty plea para-
See RAY, Al4, Col. 1

RAY, From A1l \

mount to t nancial success
of th es and a possible
movie on the case.

The court cited two letters
written to Ray by Foreman.
The first letter said' Ray had
signed all royalties over to
Foreman and that Foreman
would keep all monies up to
$165,000. It also said Ray
would get all royalties above
that figure if he pleaded
guilty and caused no embar-
rassing circumstances in the
courtroom.

The second said Foreman
would give $500 to Ray’s
brother Jerry, “contingent
upon the plea of guilty and
sentence going through on
March 10, 1969 without any
unseemly conduct on your
part in court.” |subject of Ray’s petition have

The court said only by giv- never been tried upon their
ing Ray a hearing on his con- merits or resolved by any
tentions “may it be deter- court — allegations which, if
mined whether the plea was true, plainly negate any notion
intelligent or voluntary or en- or idea that his guilty plea
tered as the result of coercion, |and answers ... were made
threats and promises. voluntarily and intentionally.

“The allegations . .. if true,| “ .. No inquiry was made
would support a finding that into the specific contentions
Ray’s attorneys deliberately that are now before this
compromised their  client’s in- court.”
terests in order to further the, The majority opinion was
financial success of Huie’s written by Judge William E.
works in which they them- Miller and concurred in by
selves had a substantial inter-’Judge Harry Phillips. Judge
est.” | Anthony J. Celebrezze wrote a

Ray’s current attorney, Ber- dissenting opinion, saying Ray
nard Fensterwald, contended h2d every chance to tell the
that Ray was “browbeaten, trial judge that his plea was
badgered and. bribed” into|not voluntary if that was the
pleading -uilty by Foreman. case, ¢

The appeals court noted \ Dr. King was shot April 4,
that the original trial judge 1968, on a motel balchny in
had thoroughly questioned | Memphis, Tenn., wherefhe had

JAMES EARL RAY
. . . accuses attorneys

Ray about _is plea, and|gone to support a strfike by
whethey, i oluntary. |varbace collectors. Ray was
But

said “it is clear, that|later arrested in London, and
the allegations which are the]extradited to this country. :
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Canale Relinquishes Long-Held Reins Of Justice

By JAMES COLE

Atty. Gen. Phil M. Canale Jr., who
has quietly controlled the criminal jus-
tice system of Shelby County for nearly
19 years, yesterday announced he will
retire March 1.

* “It’s just time for somebody else to
step in and see if they can run the of-
fice better than I have,” the 56-year-old
prosecutor said yesterday afternoon.

Canale’s announcement, which had
been rumored for several weeks, came
moments after he notified his staff of

his decision.

A successor will be appointed by
Gov. Winfield Dunn before the post
comes up for grabs in a countywide
race this August.

Canale, who has prided himself in
keeping the attorney general’s office
out of  politics, said he has no plans to
interfere in the August election.

“‘My decision is entirely personal. It
has nothing whatever to do with the

appointment of a successor,” Canale
said.

Asked if he feared the post may be-
come a political football, Canale said,
“I- would hope it won’t. It doesn’t be-
long in politics any more than a judge-
ship.”

He added that a closely contested
race for the top prosecutor’s spot has
not occurred in the recent history of
the county. Canale has never been op-
posed during his tenure, which extends
back to 1955.

Canale said his plans remain unde-
cided. But he added he is giving consid-
eration to ‘“‘several intriguing offers
and situations,” both public and pri-
vate. He would not elaborate.

Canale was born in Memphis and
was graduated from Catholic High
School. He received his undergraduate
degree from Notre Dame University
and was attending Vanderb’ilt Universi-

ty Law School when he was drafted
into the Army as a private. 5

Four years later Canale had achiev-
ed the rank of major. He was in Eu-

rope for 32 months with the 329th Bom- |

bardment Squadron, 12th Air Corps.

In 1947 he received his law degree
from the old Southern Law School in
Mempbhis. After a brief stint in private
practice, he became an assistant attor-
ney general under the late Will Gerber.

From 1952 through 1955 Canale serv-
ed as city traffic judge. When Atty.
Gen. John M. Heiskell resigned that
year, Canale was named as successor
by Gov. Frank Clement. There were
only six prosecutors on the staff then.

“I’ve always been more interested in

the integrity of this office than in seek-
ing publicity for it,”” Canale said of his
quiet, behind-the-scenes style.

Canale, who now runs the largest law
firm in the state, said he has never had

to fire an assistant because of dis-
honesty. :

“If you pick men of integrity, pay
them well and stay out of politics, you

‘shouldn’t have any insoluble prob-

lems,” Canale said in an interview
published Jan. 1 in The Commercial
Appeal.

“I'm the policy-maker, the father
confessor, the referee, the decision-
maker and the administrator of all that
goes on.

I get credit for everything that goes
right and the blame for everything that
goes wrong,” he said.

Asked yesterday how he rates his
own performance, Canale said with
typical short-spokenness, ‘A clear con-
science is a soft pillow.”

Canale said he has only heard
kfumors about who his successor might

e.

Attorney Hugh Stanton Jr., a former

Republican legislator and friend of

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Dunn’s, has been reliably reported to
be the governor’s choice as Canale’s
replacement.

Canale’s resignation opens the door
for what is expected to be a hotly con-
tested race next August.

Attorney Robert I. Livingston al-
ready has announced his candidacy,
saying the county needs ‘‘a vocal attor-
ney general.” Odell Horton, president
of LeMoyne-Owen College, a one-time
federal prosecutor and former Crimi-
nal Court judge, has said he would seek
the post if Canale should step aside.

And Ronald Krelstein, the Memphis
Police Department’s legal adviser, has
.e)gpressed an interest in seeking the

ob.

: Asked what his biggest decison has
been as attorney general, Canale said,
“They’re all big. You make them daily
when you're dealing with a person’s

liberty. Some are just more publicized
than others.”

FINAL

Prica 16 Conb

Phil Canale

—Staff Photo
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NOTE: REVIEW OF INTERVIEWS OF JOHN RAY,
BROTHER OF JAMES EARL RAY, CONVICTED ASSASSIN
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS MADE BY SA JOHN C,
LAWN ON 1/7/74. THIS REVIEW COVERED ALL
INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED DURING A BANK ROBBERY
INVESTIGATION INVOLVING JOHN RAY,

INTERVIEWS OF JOHN RAY DURING MURKIN INV

E8T#»:/.T
IGATION WERE REVIEWED BY SA KENNETH WILLIAMS, :
OF ST, LOUIS, ON 1/8/74.

NO INFORMATION WAS FOUND TO INDICATE THA

T
JOHN RAY, DURING INTERVIEW, EITHER REVEALED
OF IMPLIED THAT BROTHER JAMES EARL RAY HAD

TOLD HIM OF A CONSPIRACY OR COMPL
THE DEATH OF KING. gkl

Lround the MNati

Autnor )

A federal Judgc 01deled
the Bureau of Prisons yes-
terday to permit an author
to interview John Larry
kay, brother of convicted as-
sassin James Earl Ray, at
the federal penitentiary at
Marion, 111

U.S. District Court Judge
Frank J. Murray in Boston
ruled that the bureau’s de-
nial of access to the inmate
violated the First Amend-
ment rights of George Mc-
Millan, who s writing a
book on the slaying of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. X

John Ray, 39, who is serv-
ing an 18year prison term
for a 1970 bank robbery, has
been quoted as saying his
older brother told him *“I
am not the only one in on
this,” indicating that the

[ 1968 murder was the result
of a conspiracy.

In Nashville, James Ray
failed in his effort to block
his transfer from a state
prison to a federal peniten-
tiary. U.S. District Court
Judge L. Clure Morton on
Wednesday denied Ray’s pe-
tition for a temporary re-
straining order blocking the
move.
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