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NOTE: See Rosen to Deloach memo dated 8-13-68, captioned "MURKIN, "
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Ir. DeLoach August 13, 1968
| 1~ Mr. DeLoach
4. Rosen o 1 - Mr, Rosen

’ 1 - ﬁﬁf. MEY
MURKIN 1< lir. Long

1 - Wo MCGOwan

SAC Joseph Gamble of the Birmingham Office has teiephonlcany
furnished the following information.

Donald Woods, the salesman for the Aeromarine Supply Company,
Birmingham, Alabama, who sold the rifle recovered at the scene of King's
assassmation te Ray, has been contacted by Ray's attorney, Arthur Hanes,

: Hancg advised Woods that Ray was a "little fuzzy" on the details
of the purchase'of the gun and for that reason Hanes would like to interview
v’oods to obtam -more specific mformation.

i J»”oods contacted our Birmingham Office today to inquire as to
whether hgﬁhm:ldﬁ consent to an Interview with Hanes,

% ‘iiﬂrmingham furnished no advice to Yoods concerning the matter
but advised him that the request would be brought to the attention of the
appropriate State and Federal authorities concerned with Ray's prosecution.

SAC Gamble has advised the Memphis Cffice of Hanes' request
and instructed Memphis to bring the matter immediately to the attention of
Phil M, Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby County, Tennessee,
who is handling the State prosecution. Since Federal process chargi.ng Ray
with violation of the Civil Kights Statute (Section 241, Title 18, U, 8. Code)
is outstanding in Birmingham, SAC Gamble is also bringing Hanes' reguest
to the attention of the U. 8. Attorney in Birmingham, ,

Any instructions to Woods relating to the interview requested by
Hanes will be issued by State Attorney General Phil 3. Canale, Jr., and/or
the U, S, Attorney at Birmingham and the Birmingham Cffice will furnish
absolutely no advice to YVoods on the matter,

ACTION:

Infor mation relating to Hanes' request for an interview with Woods
is also being brought to the attention of the Civil Rights Division of the
Department. ’

JGICvea -
(8)
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Mr. Deloach - August 9, 1968
A. Rosen ¥ - Mr. Rosen

This is the case invelving the msurder of
Mexrtin luther King, Jr.

Special Agent in Charge {(8AC) Joseph Gamble of
the Birmiagham Oifice telephonically advised that he
receivaed & telephone call from Robert Wood, owner of the
Aeromarine Supply Company, Birminghsm, slt{mn to the
offect that his son, Donald Wood, and other aployoen of
the company have bean receiving threatening telephone
calls, It is noted that James Earl Ray puschased the
rifle froa Donrld Wood of the Aerommrine Supply Company
op March 20-30, 1968, To be specific, the csll that
Donald Wood r&cnivad from an unknown individual was to
the offact that he would not live to testify in the
James Earl Ray case. The employpes received telephbone
cxlls slobg the line that they wanted to know if they
sold sawed-0lf shotguns snd told them they had better
start to sell them,

SAC Gamble atated that be has taken no action
on this matter and due to the importance of this case,
ho would like the Burassu's views.

Mr, Stephen J. Pollak, Assistant Attorney Gencral,
Civil Rights Division, was apprised of the thremtening
tolaphone cells received, and he was advised that it has
not & yat baen determinod if Pederal procens will be
dismissed, we are alerting the Birmingham authorities of
the thrests mmde.: in viev of the Tenmbessee suthorities’
prosecution of subjaet Ray on State charges, we are notifying
Mr. Phil M. Csnale, Jr,, State Attornay Genersl, Shelby
County, Teanessoe, of t’l’:eso telephone calls.

After learning of this iaformation, Mr. Pollsk
sdvised that he 414 not desire any further action, bhowever,
he did desire that our Birmingham Office apprise the U. S.

¢
RELicS Iy e\¢ 2?
) WA CONTINUED - OVER
%\@\\’\'\\.N&\ \ %\q\b(l
0
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HMemorandum to Jr. Ueloach (\QQ,UXK

RE: MUHKIN

Attorney in Birmingham of the calls recefved and the fact that
the FDI is conducting no investigation. Mr. Pollak also stated
that it AMr. Wood further informs the FBI of any threatening
calls received by Donald Wood, they should be channglized in
this same manner.

Birmingham and Memphis have been advised as to
‘the above.

ACTION:

The above will be confirmed in writing to the
Department.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




K]

Mr. W. C, Bullivan 'h ~ 8/8/68

W, A, Brénigan

H

‘This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr,

Attached is Xerox copy of Memphis airtel dated ‘
7/31/68 relating to investigation to identify two individuals,
Vincent Walker and Lawrence Rand oxr Rend, who checked into
¥illiam Len Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, at 2:38 p.m. on 4/4/68
and checked out at approximately 12:10 a.m, on 4/5/68. The
circumstances surrounding their departure in Memphis shortly
after the murder of King has warranted our investigation to
identify these individuals since there is always the possibility
that they may have been involved in the murder of King. Our s
investigation to date has been negative and the conclusion of
Memphis is that both of these individuals were 'running from
something." There is also attached a momorandum from Mr, Rosen
to Mr. Deloach indicating that in view of the possibility that
Walker and Rand may have been implicated as co-conspirators
in the King slaying, that the. fingerprints developed on hotel

~ registration cards relating to them be compared with fingerprints

0f white Bureau fugitives between the ages of 20 and 35,

In order to assist in the identification of Walker
and Rand, or Rend, it is suggested that consideration be given
to contacting informants in the Klan and white hate groups since
“there 18 a possibility that these informants may be able to
- Adentify known militant members of the Klan or white hate groups
who were not in their normal location on the day of and the day
after King's murder., There im a very meager physical description
for both individuals and if consideration is given to requesting
a check of logical racial informants it is suggested that a
review be made of the Memphis report relating to our investigation
of these individuals, ’

Enclosures - 2 . 1 om
e g A s3Ik

i - Mxr. W, C. Sullivatﬁcm :

1 - Mr, G, C, Moore ~PIA M2

1 - Mr, W, A, Branigan
l - Mr. R; E, Long :
l-Mr. G, M, Quinn

GMQ:bab (8)
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Mx. W. C. Bullivan 8/8/68

'g A mnim

MURKIN ’

~ This case involves the murder of Martin Lﬁther Xing, Jx.

' " Attached is XYerox copy of Memphis airtel dated

7/31/68 relating to investigation to identify two individuals,
Vincent Walker and Lawrence Rand or Rend, who checked imto .
Willism Len NHotel, Mesphis, Tennessee, at 2138 p.m. on 4/4/68
and checked out at approximately 12:10 a.m. on 4/5/68. The
circumstances surrounding their departure in Memphis shortly
after the mirder of Xing has yarranted ocur investigation to
identify these individuals since there iz always the possibility
~ that they may have been involved in the murder of King. Our
investigation to date has been negntive and the conclusion of
Memphis is that both of these individusls wexe "running from ,
something." There is also attached a memorandum from Jir, Rosen
to Mr. Delouch indicating that in view of the possibility that
Waller and Rand may have been implicated as co-conspirators

in the King slaying, that the tingerprints developed on hotel
registration cards reluting to them be compared with fingerprints
of white Bureau fugitives between the ages of 20 and 35. .

In order to assiast in the identification of Walker.
and Rand, or Rend, it is suggested that consideration be given
. to coatacting informants in the Klan and vhite haie groups since

there is & possibility that these informants may be able to
1dentify known nilitant members of the Klan ox white hate groups
who were not in their normal location on the day of and the day
after King's muxrder. There im a very msager physioal description
for beth individuals and if comsideration is given to requesting
a check of logical racinl informants it is suggested that a
review be made of the Memphis report relating to our investigation
of these individuals.

Enclosures - 2

1 ~ Mr. A. Rosen :
1 - ¥r. Y. C, Sullivan ‘
1 - _lr. Gv CO m .

- »ﬂl‘- “0 AQ m“n

- Mr., R, X, Long

- .!l‘o,ﬁ. ‘l( Qﬂ.m

~ GHQshab (8)
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We have had absolutely no
indication that Vincent Walker and
Lawrence Rand were affiliated with
or associated with any Klan oxr hate
type organization. The descriptions
of these individuals are exceptionally
meager, To contact informants to possi-
bly identify these individuals due to
type of information available could
easily result in a wastecof Agent time,

0},«\\3"/

VR 5(\,\MLW R.E, LOxg
MY g
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Nr, Dsloach August 8, 1968
1 - “0 mmﬁh
A. Rosen 1 -~ Mr, Rosen

- ll.'. 'm‘n

1)« Nr. long

MURKIN

0

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luather Xing, Jr,

Captain J. G. Ray, Memphis Police Department, who
is in charge of the security of subject Ray, has confiden-
tislly advised us that Judge ¥. Preston Battle, Bhelby
County Crimisal Court, Mewphis, has received a letter from

Marya sad Laska Van Doormen, Bellflower, Califermia. This

letter was dated August 3, 1068, and requested the
address of Ray's attorney, Arthur J. Rames. The letter
in pert stated "¥e have 2 mumber of things we would like
to tell the defense.”

Bureau indices are negative rogarding Marys snd
Lasks Van Doornen. ‘

‘Our Memphis Office has reQuested Loz Angoles
Oftice to discrestly determine idesatity of the Van Doorneps,

and if possible, to determine what, if any, conmectiem

they might have had with Ray. JNempbis alsc stated, ualess
advised to the contrary by the Puresu, no attempt will be
made to interview these persons sxcept possibly under a
suitable pretext as we do not desire to iwvite charges of
interfering with the subject's defense,

The Los Angeles Office has been advised not to
interview the Yan Doormens under my circumstasces, mt to
proceed to determine their ideatity through office records
and established mources.

RECONMENDATION

If approved, the attached communication be seat
to Los Angeles, with copy to Mesphis, comfirming Buresu
instructions,
Eaclosure

REL:cs
(¢)
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. 1 - Mro Long
| - August 8, 1968
AIRTEL
To: SAC, Los Angeles
From: Director, FBI
MURKIN
ReMEairtel 8-8-68.

Los Angeles should through a check of its office records andthrough
appropriate sources determine identity of Marya and Laska Van Doornen,
17810 Carpintero Avenue, Bellflower, California, and any connection they migit

have had with subject Ray.

Los Angeles should not under any circumstances attempt to
. interview them as we do not desire to invite charuuotmrtcriagwith
the subject’s defense.

1 - Memphis _

‘REL:hw
(5)

NOTE: See Rosen to DeLoach memo, same caption, same date, REL:éw.

e
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8-6-68
AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P
MURKIN

Captain J, G. RAY, Memphis Police Department, in charge
of security of subject RAY, has confidentialy advised that Judge
W. PRESTON BATTLE, Shelby County Criminal Court, Memphis, has
received a letter from MARYA and LASKA VAN DOORNEN, 17810
Carpintero Avenue, Bellflower, California, dated 8-3-68,
requesting the address of subject's attorney, ARTHUR J. HANES,

This letter states in part, "We have a number of things we would
1ike to tell the defense."

los Angeles should discreetly determine identity of the
VAN DOORNENS and, 1f possible, determine what, if any, connection
they might have had with subject RAY, '

UACB, no attempt should be made to interview these persons

except possibly undexr a suitable pretext, as we do not desire to
invite charges of interfering with the subject's defense.

<z;:)BUREAU

2 LOS ANGELES (AN)
1 MEMPHIS

JCH:BN
(6)
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¥r, Deloach A . ) August a’ 1”8

“A. Rosen. 1 - Mr, Rosen
1 - Mr. ¥alley

MURKIN " | @ e, Lowg o

- This is the case involving the murder of
Wartin Luther Xing, Jr. ‘

. Wxy Pred X, Vinsen, Jr., Assistant Attorney
General, Criminal Division, was previously furaished
eleven separate investigative reports, which contained
pertinent dats to the investigation of this case,
Included in these reports was 2 prosscutive summery
roport which was furnished tc Mr. Phil N. Canmale, Jr.,
State Attorsey General of Shelby County, Tennessee.

_ ‘The British suthoritiea have provided us with -
the originsl documents regarding official proceedinga in S
the extradition of James Eerl Ray in London. Wo furnished
f copy of thess to Mr, Yimson., The Now Scotland Yard =
Teport regarding the xctivities of Rey in Eugland wag
also provided to Mr. Yinson,

- By memoxands weo have regquested that Mr., Vinson
adyise us 1f he desired that the above be furnished to
Mwr, Canale who is handiing the state’s prosecution of
Ray. Ry memoraxdumel Augant 6, 1968, Mr. Vinson sdvised
that he is authoriziag us to relesse all results of our
inveatigation to Mr. Canale which are reslevant for trial
purposes, Nr. Vinmson alsc sdvised that the report as
guﬂ‘imdirmx New Scotland Yard may be disseminated to

. Conale.,

The attached letior to Mr. Vinson is foxr the
purpose of advising him that our investigative reports
-and the documents and the xeport of New Scotland Yard
are being disseminated to Mr. Csamale in sccordance with
hig instructions,

‘Enclosures (2)

REL:cs

\\ (6) CORTINUXD - OVER
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Meao Rosen to Deloach
RE: MURKIN ‘ Bt

.
Also attached ism a comsunication to Memphis ~

instructing them to disseminate reports, documents amd

report of Now Scotland Yard to M, Cannle,

‘Ac-r:en: |

That the attached letter to Nr. Yinson and
commnication to Nemphis be approved.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Nr. Fred M. Yinson, Jr. August 8, 1968
Assistant Attornoy General
‘Director, FBI _ 1l - Mr. Long

ASSASSINATI ON OF ‘IARTI!I LUTHER XING, JR,

In accordance with your 4nstructions contained

in your memorandim of August 6, 1968, we are disseminating
the following reports to Mr. Phtl M. Cansle, Jr., Btate
Attorney General of Shelby County, Tennessos:

REL:cS
(4)

‘Report of Special Agent Henry A. Snov datod
April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alsbama;

Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated
April 17, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of ‘Special Agent Alan G. Sentinella
dated April 18, 1968, at Atlanta, Georgia;

Report of Special Agent Leroy W. Sheets

. dated April-18, 1968, at los Angeles,

California;

.xeport ol Special Agent stophoa M. culondor
dated April 29, 1968, at New Orleans,
Iouisisna;

Heport of Special Agent Joe C. fiester dated
April 30, 1968, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent John L. Puddister
dated May 2, 1968, at Jackson, Mississippi;

Report of Special Agent Howard H. Rice dated
May 13, 1988, at Newark, New Jersey;

Report of Spochl Agent Reymond B. Howe dated
May 15, 1968, at Xansas City, Missouri; and

Report of Specisl Agent Raymond B. Howe dated
June 14, 1968, at Ksansas City, Missouri.

SEE NOTE PAGE TVO,,.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Mr., Fred M. Vinson, Jr, . ’

-

Yo are also providing Mr. Canzle with the originsl
documnents provided to us by the British authorities in
regards to the extradition proceedings of James Earl Ray
and the most recent report of New Scotland Yard,

NOTE: See memo Rosen to DelLoach, dated 8/8/68,
captioned MURKIN, REL:cs.
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Director 2
Federal Bureau of Investigation igust 5 1ogg
Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 144-72-662

Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division

Assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

This is in further reference to my memorandum of
July 31, 1968, and my telephone conversation with Special
Agent Long of August 1, 1968, concerning the pending state
prosecution of James Earl Ray.

I assume that SAC Jensen has had an opportunity
to contact Mr. Canale, the State Attorney General of Shelby
County, Tennessee, and has apprised him of the scope and
extent of the federal investigation.

This will authorize you to release all results of
your investigation to Mr. Canale which are relevant for
trial purposes, provided you have determined that such
release will not disclose the identity of confidential informants
or confidential investigative techniques. This cooperation
is deemed to be in the best interests of justice.

This will also acknowledge your memorandum of
August 5, 1968, titled as above, This will advise that the
report obtained from New Scotland Yard may be disseminated
to Mr. Canale.

In connec tion with Document No. 9 appended to that
report, I note that "Sneyd's" possessions, as listed, iw
one Barclays Bank slip in name of Sneyd. ylewauldlappreciate
being informed what sort of bank transaction is represented
by this document. BT

Z Ay ?
HEC!
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August 8, 1968

Airtel
l -~ Mr, long

To: SAC, Memphis (44-1987)
From: Director, FBI (44-38861)
MURKIN

You should. provide Mr. Phil X. Canale, Jr., State
Attorney General of Shelby County, Tennessee, the following
investigative reports, copies of which are in your possession:

Report of Special Agent Henry A. Snow dated
4/17/68, at Birmingham, Alabams;

Report of Special Agent Joe C. Hester dated
4/17/68, at Memphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent Alam G. Sentinella
dated 4/18/68, at Atlanta , Georgia;

'Report of Special Agent Leroy W. Sheets dated
4/18/68, at Los Angeles, California;

Report of Special Agent Stephen M. Callender
dated 4/29/68, at New Orleans, Louisiana;

Report of Special Agent Joe C, Hester dated
4/30/68, at Mewmphis, Tennessee;

Report of Special Agent John L. Puddister
dated 5/2/68, at Jackson, Mississippi;

Report of Special Agent Howard H. Rice dated
5/13/68, at Newark, New Jersey;

Enclosures (13)

REL:cs
(4) SEE NOTE PAGE THREE,,,
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Airtel SAC, MNemphis
RE: MURKIN

Report of Special Agent Raymond B, Howe dated
5/15/68, at Xansas City, Missouri; and

Report of Special Agent Raymond Bﬁ Howe dated
6/14/68, at Xansas City, Missouri,

Enclosed you will find the following original set
and one copy of the set of documents provided to us by the
British authorities in regards to the extradition proceedings
of James Earl Ray:

1. Pingerprint comparison charts used in the
testimony by our Latent Fingerprint Examiner
George J. Bonehrake;

2, ' Pingerprints of Rey as taken on 6/8/68, by
British suthorities;

3. 7Two separate orders issued by the Bow Street
Magistrates' Court dated 8/13/68, pursuant to
"The Extradition Act, 1870," relative to this
mtter (One order relates to the murder charge
in Tennessee and the other to the escape charge
in Missouri.);

4. Medical Officer's Certificate dated 7/18/68,
issued by the authorities of Wandsworth Prison;

5. An order dated 7/18/68, commanding Ray to
be delivered to officials of the United States
Government; and :

6, Court testimony of several individuals,

You should provide the origlnal set of documents to
Mr. Canale and copy of the original set should be retained for
your records.,

In addition, you may provide Mr. Canale the enclosed

report of New Scotland Yard. A copy of this report was
previously provided to you for your information.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Airtel SAC, Memphis
RE: MURKIN

In furnishing the above reports and documents to
Mr. Canale, it must be with the complete understanding that
the reports and documents and contents thereof are not to
be relessed outside his office. You should insure that no
administrative pages and administrative data are included in
the reports disseminated to Mr. Canale.

NOTE: See memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 8/8/68,
- captioned as above, REL:cs.:

B
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Director UI: 31 1988
Federal Bureau of Investigation "

Fred M. Vinson, Jr..
Assistant Attarney General
Criminal Divisjon

! Agsassination of ‘
© Martin Luther‘l(ing, Jr.

. 'This will acknowledge your memorandum of July 26,
- 1968, titled as above,

It may well be that Mr. Canale, the State Attorney
General of Shelby County, Tennessee, will wish to examine
Items 1 and 6 listed in that: memorandum. I would doubt
that he would have use for the other material, but would
appreciate it if you would make known to him its availability.

I spoke to Mr. Canale several weeks ago, and he
indicated to me that he would soon commence trial prepara—
tion. A substantial amount of the evidence which I am sure
he will want to produce at trial comes about through the
intensive PBI investigation into this matter, as well as FBI
laboratory work. I would suggest that it might be timely
to have Mr. Jensen, SAC in Memphis, contact Mr. Cansle
to be sure that he is aware of the scope and extent of the,
federal investigation and to proffer him whatever assistance
he requires.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Hr. Delosach August 6, 1568

_ 1 -~ Mr. Deloach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr, Rosen
1 - Hr, ¥alley
~ Jr. HcGowan
MURKIR ¥Mr. Long
~ Mr. Sulliven

This is the case involving the murder of
Hartin Inther King, Jr.

our Legal Attache in London previously furnished
2 copy of 8 letter from subject & Reamon G. noyd dated
July: 4, 1968, addressed to & Mr., J. B, Stoner, Attoraey-
at-Law, Savanneh, Georgia. This letter in cossonce stated
that subject was shown & letter written by Stooer
concorning a legal fund which Stcner represants and
subject advises that he hed retained Ur. Hanes and would -
like to got his advice before he takes any action.
Letter continues by advising that subject appreciates
Stoner’s offer of assistance. It is noted that this
Staner is possibly idontical to one Jesse B, Stoner, who
is Vice President of the National State Rights Party
{RSREP) with headquartors in Ssvannsh, who bas been
described as a racial rabble rousecr.

¥e have learned that Dr, Edward . Fields, &
NSRP Birector, had announced that the Patriotic Legal
Ald Pund of Savannab had offered to defend James EFarl
Bay, the accused slayer of Martin Luther King, Jr.

An informant of Savannsh Division has informed
us that Dr, Fields made & statement that he was & personal
friend of Arthux Hages, Jr., the attorney for James Earl
sy, and Jesse B, Stonor recently mentioned thet Hanes
had called them apparently at the NSRP Office, acted aad
and pointod out that he did not even recall meeting them
end he was not *“thelr friend.” According to the ioforment
Fields and Stoner were miffed tidt Hanes was so0 uafriendly,
but acknowledged they had met Hsues only on one occasion
which was for a briefl moment. The informant further
stated that the financial status of the NSRP is such that
tiioy could not afford to contribute any money to Ray's
defense, and the inforuspt was of the opinion theat Fields
and Stoner had made the initiel offer to aid Ray for their
own publicity and for the purpose of attempting to increase
thelr own prestige,

REL:cg (7) CONTINUED - OVER
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7/31/68
AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-385861)
FROM: SAC, SAVANNAH (44-17GS) (D)
MURKIN

Re Dualrtel 7/25/68, and SVairtel to Director,
7/29/68, in captioned matter; and SVairtel to
Jirector, 6/28/68, captioned "NATIONAL STATES
RIGHTS PARTY, RR (ORGANIZATION)",

, On 7/25/68, SV 524-R (PROB), (PROTECT IDENTITY),
advised that with regard to the proviously reporied statements
nade by Dr, EDVARD R, FIFLDS, NSRP, that he was a personal
friend oi ART HANES, Atiorney for JAMES EARL RAY, alleged
murderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, JESSE B, STONER recently
wentioned that HANES had called then, spperently at the NSRP
Office, acted mad, and pointed out to them that he did not
even recell ever meeting them and that he was not “their friend”,
According to this source, FIRLDS and STONER were wiffed that
HANES was so uniriendly, but scknowledged at the timo that they
bad net HANES on only one occasion for a brief moment., This
infornant said he has heard nothing further about 81y COYrress
pondencs from JAMES EARL RAY or of any efforis by FIBLDS or
STONER to intercede for him, This source stated that the
Tingnoial siatus of the NSRP is such that thay econld not afford
te contribute any money to RAY's defense, although they had
nade the offer in the name of the Patriotic Legxl Aid Fund of
Savanagi,

. e

3/~ Buresu (RH)

2 ~ Hemphis (44-19873 (RR)
1 « Birntngham (RM)

2 « Savaonah

CHO/bb
(8)

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



@
—~ o

BK: WURKIN

ACTION:

Yor your informmtiom. You will be advised of
pertineat developments.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



7/31/68
AIRTEL AIRMAIL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38361)
FROM: SAC, SAVANNAH (44~176S)(P)
HYRKIN

Re Buairtel 7/25/68, and SVairtel to Director,
7/25/68, in capticned matter; and SVairtel to
Director, 6/28/63, captioned "NATIONAL STATES
RIGHTS PARTY, RE (ORGANIZATION)".

‘ _ On 7/28/€8, SV 524-R (PROB), (PROTECT IDENTITY),
2dvised that @ith regard to the proviously reported statements
aade by Dr. EDVARD R, FPIELDS, NSRP, that he was a personal
friend of ART HANES, Attorney for JAMES EARL RAY, allegad
purderer of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,, JESSE B, STONER recently
wentioned that HANES had called them, spparently at the NSRP
Gifice, acted nad, and pointsd out to them that he did not
even recall ever meeting them and that he was not “their friend™,
According to this source, FIELDS and STONER were niffed that
HANES was so uniriendly, but acknowleodged at the time that they
bhad net UANES on only one occasion for a brief moment. This
informant sald he has heard nothing further about any corregs
pondence from JAMES EARL RAY or of any efforts by FIELDS or
STORER to intercede for him., This source stated that the
finapeial sistus of the NSRP is such that they conld not afford
Lo contyibute any momey to RAY's defense, although they had
ngde the offer in the name of the Patriotic Legal Aid Fund of
Savaunsh,

.3/~ Buresu (Ri)

2 « Menphis (44-1087) (RM)
1 ~ Birsdngham (RM)

2 -~ Savannah

CHO/bb
(8)
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Y 44-1768

Thig informant was of the opinion that BTONER and
YIRILDS had nade the initial offer to aid JAMES EARL RAY for
the publicity and for the purpose of attempting toc incresse
their own prestige.

The Savannsh Office has instructed this informant to
be slert for any future contacts between the NSRP officials and

JANES EARL BAY or his attorney or representatives.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Routing Slip
07 (Rev. 3+31-87)

T0: SAC, °'

£ Baltimore
- Birsingham
{..] Boston
() Buftalo
() Butte

[) Charlotte
() Chigago
() Cincinnats
Lleveland
Columbia
Dallas
Denver
Detroit

El Paso
Honoluly

RE:
MURKIN

&] For inforpaation

(Copies to Offices Checked)

[T} Houston [T New York City Tampa
L) Indtanapolls [} Nortolk Washington Field
(T)-Jackson L) Qklahoma City Quanttce

() Jacksonville ) Omaha

[ Kemsas City () Philadelphia TO LEGAT:
[} Knoxville (T ) Phoenix [ ) Bern

() Las Vegas (%) Pittsburgh
) Little Rock

L
(T ] Los Angeles () Richmond

. Loutsville 1St Louls

") Buenos Aires
| Honq Kong

[ Newark ) $avarnah Sgnto Domingo
[.) New Haven () Seattle Tokyo
() New Qrleans (7 Springfie}ld

Date 8/6/68

A
_ Retention  For gppropriate
) optional Caction L3 Surep, BY cemommmiimmi

{Z) The enclosed ts for your Informgtion. I used in a future report, [ ) concedl
qll sources, I:J paraphrase contents.

{3] Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SAs

dated

-

Remorks:

Attached is a report of New Scotland
Yard received from Legat, London. The
Department has been furnished a copy of this
report and permission has been requested to
furnish the report to Mr, Canale, State
Attorney Genexsal.,

E2-1-H (1)

sutite (44-38861)
usite (44-1987)
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Mr. Fred M. Vimson, Jr. August 5, 1968
Assistant Attorney General

Director, ¥FBI : 1 - Mr. Long
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

Enclosed you will find a copy of a report
furnishod to us by New Scotland Yard, This report -
contains information concerning the activities of
subject James Earl Ray while in London, Eugland, from
May 7, 1968, to the date of his apprehension on
June 8, 1968. This report also contains & summary
of 1nvent1¢atiou conducted by New Scotland Yard,

- 0fficials of New scotland Yard have advised
this report may be disseminated to Tennessee authori-
ties for assistance in propnriuz their case for
prosecution.

In view of thu, you are “roquested to
adv:lse it you desire that this report of New Scotland -
Yard be furnished to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State
Attorney Geneoral, Shelby County, Tennessee.
Enclosure
REL:CS
(4)

NOTE:- See Memo A. Rosen to Mr. DeLoach, dated 8/1/68
D captioned MURKIN REL:cs.,

Sy \u \‘.u@! :),\5 \b“ﬁ.
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7/26/68
o 5 Yerox copies mod e
AIRTEL QkNeuo Sco'\\\m.l ’\’\'w:}{ RO{?@@{
| | | 1— A Rosen
|- We Vineow o Depl/

T0: | DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) \f “ﬁQW\pkwé
FROM: -  LEGAT, LONDON (88-72) (P) '
MURKIN A

ReBucab 7/23/68.

Enclosed for the Bureau is copy of New Scotland
Yard report containing all information concerning the
activities of subject while in London from 5/7/68 to the
date of his apprebension 6/8/638., Also contained in the report
is summary of investigation conducted by New Scotland Yard in
this matter. This report was officially handed to Assistant
Legat on 7/25/68 and it may be disseminated to Tennessee
authorities foxr assistance in preparing their case for prose-
cution, ‘

Also enclosed for the assistance of Buresu super-
visors are three copies of 2 list of London communications to
the Bureau in this matter. These are in the form of cables
and airtels, and any information contained therein can now be
disseminated to Tennessee authorities with the exception of
that in London airtel dated 7/16/68. This airtel enclosed
items furnished to this office by New Scotland Yard om a
confidential basis, and included letters from subject to
~various individuals in the U. 8., as well as prison warders'
reports.. : :

In regard to the prison warders' reports, this
office has officially directed a communication to the Assistant
Under-~Secretary of State for Prison Affairs asking for all
prison staff reports oi pertinence in this matter, and when
they are received officially they can in turn be furnished to
Tennessee authorities. ' : '

3 -« Bureau (Encls.  4)
1 - Liaison (direct)
1 - London'

ACM:cnm

(5)
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Mr. Stephen J. Pollak ) August 5, ‘:1'968
Assistant Attorney Gensral ~
Director, FBI - @- Mr. Long

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

We are in receipt of a memorandum from Mr. Fred M, -
‘Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, dated
July 29, 1968, which was in response to our memorandum dated
. July 23,1968, raising the question as to whether the Department
should arrange for immediate dismissal of the Federal complaint
against James Earl Ray.. Mr. Vinson concurred in our recommen-
dation that Federal Process be dismissed.

We indicated in this memorandum it is our understanding
that prosecution of the Civil Rights - Conspiracy charge is no longer
. possible in view of the fact that this offense was not cited in the order
of extradition. ‘

Inasmuch as your view is in conmct with the opinion
expressed by the Criminal Division, we would appreciate knowing
undewa;:hat circumstances prosecution of James Earl Ray would be

) d. .

REL:erg
(4)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
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. NOTE:

. We directed a memorandum to the Attorney General pointing
out that it was our understanding that since the Civil Rights - Conspiracy
charge was not cited in the order of extradition, prosecution was not
possible on this charge. The Criminal Division of the Department advised
the Civil Rights Division that it concurred with our observation.

' In a memorandum from the Civil Rights Division of the Department
they advised it would not be appropriate to dismiss the complaint at this time
as the conspiracy investigation is still underway. They further pointed out
that if the evidence and outcome of state proceedings warrant continued
pursuit of the prosecution against Ray, they would want to consider steps
through proper channels to obtain a waiver from British Government under
the treaty so prosecution could proceed. This memorandum to Mr. Pollak
is for clarification in view of the position taken by Mr. Vinson. .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




& . July 31, 1068 ,

GENERAL INVESTIGATI IVISION
This is thae case inWFlving the
murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

- Attached is in response to our
‘memorandum to the Attorney General
pointing out that it was our under-
standing that since the Civil Rights -
Conspiracy charge was not cited in the
order of extradition, prosecution -
wag not possible on this charge. The
Criminal Division advised the Civil
Rights Division that it concurred
with our observation.

We will, of course, continue
to run out any fllegations relating
to possible conspiracies in this
case,

REL:cs

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Fenoces'd £ Tnvestigati

ederal Bureau o vestigation 1117 . o
JUL 301458

Stephen J. Pollak T

Asgistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Diviaion SJP3DRO:st]

Wh-72-662
#41-157-147

JAMES FARL RAY

This 1s in response to your memorandum to the
Attorney General of July 23, 1968, raising the guestion
as to vwhether or not the complaint filed against Ray
in Birmingham on April 17, 1968 undeyx 18 U.S.C. 241
should be dismissed.

In our view, 4t would not be appropriate to dismiss
the complaint at this {time. The conspiracy investiga-
tion is still under way. After that investigation has
been completed, we would want to review the facts and
determine whether or not prosecution of Ray or other
persons nlizht be appropriate. If the evidence and the
outcome of the State proceedings warranted our continued
pursuit of the prosecution against Ray, we would want to
consider appropriate steps through proper channels to
try to obtain & waiver from the British government under
the Treaty so that prosecution could proceed,
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Stephen J, Pollak
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

Fred M, Vinson, jr,

. Assistant Attorney General
Criminal Division -

JAMES EARL RAY -7

o /
i .

“A Xerox copy of a memorandum dated July 23,

to the Attorney General from the FBI is attached,
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‘We concur in this recommendation.

July 29, 19

1968,
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Mr. Tolson

Mir. Moh?e e
Mr. PBishoD cmumem
Mr. Casper. .oues
Mr. Callaban ...
Mr. Conrad ..
Mr. Felt JR—
Mr. Gale | .7
é %r. Rosen #2,

Mr. Sullivan.....
Mr. Tavel .inane
Mr. Tretter... ...
Tele. Room .
Miss Helows
Miss Gandy.cwemn
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JAMES EARL RAY . L e s
' . , o
1t is noted that a complaint was filed before the United States
Commissioner at Birm ingham, Alabama, on April 17, 1588, charging
the suhject, a3 Eric Starvo Galt, w:th a violation of Section 241, .
Title 38, Lnitcd States Code, : ' e
) . N
‘ It is our understanding that prosecution of the akove charge ”
5 no }mger possible in view of the fact that this offense was not cited
in the orcer of exiradition. it is 'rcqt.es%ca that we bo advisedas to .
nether this is correct and if this is <o, it is suggested that the
Cepartment arvange for the immecdate c.i raigsa 1 oz the I‘cderal -

’ * 0t

_ complaint, - “ Cos e S

1- The Deputy Attorney Geaeral ~ ~ 0 TV nde Ty
@ Mr., Fred ¥M. Vinson, Jr. VT e e

Assistant Attorney Geaeral |~ © U7 u

o oo L
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donc Posen toe pDeloach
RE: MURKIN

BECOMMENDATION:

Since all other logical investigation has besa
conductod in en effort to identify these individuals without
success, and ia view of the possibility they may have been
implicated as co-conspiratom in the King slaying, it is
recommended, if feesible, that the latent fingerprints
developed on the hotel registration csrds be compared with
those of white Dureau fugitivos between the agem of 20 and
35, It is noted that the best available informati on
indicates that Walker and Rand are described as white males
between the ages of 20 and 35,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




, ¢
" Mefno Rosen to DeLoag ‘
Re: MURKIN

~

ADDENDUM OF THE IDENTIFICATION DIVISION: M}L{T E. McDaniel/hs 8-6-68

The foregoing recommendation is premature. Of the eleven latent
fingerprints developed on the hotel registration cards concerning Walker and
Rand only two on one of the Walker cards are possibly susceptible to a comparison
of the type recommended. The Identification Division has no information to
indicate/that the latent fingerprints are those of Walker or Rand. Prior to con-
sidering the recommendation of the General Investigative Division, the Memphis
Office should submit elimination prints of the hotel employees and law enforce-
ment officers who may have had occasion to handle the evidence. Upon receipt
of such elimination prints the Identification Division will make comparisons with
the latents developed on the hotel registration cards. This examination might
very well eliminate the two latent prints on the one Walker card which do appear
to be p?ssibly susceptible to the recommended comparison. ‘

If the General Investigative Division feels that on the basis of the
information available to them that the costly, time~consuming examination which
they have recommended is warranted, then it is suggested that the elimination
prints be obtained before proceeding further in this matler.

R

ADDENDUM OF GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION: REL:cs 8/8/68

Wi

In view of the important phase of eliminating
Vincent Walker and Lawrence Rand as possible conspirators
in this case, we are instructing our Memphis Office to .
submit elimination prints. Upon receipt of these elimination
prints, it will be recommended that the Identification
Division compare the pertinent latents with those of white
Bureau -fugitives between the ages of 20 and 35. 4/

b»ﬁdﬁf/‘

-

-3 -

; . om
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nr, ncr.oae'h’ August 3, 1968
-A¢ ‘m‘ , , 1 had Il'. mm

LEGYISLATION REGARDING . CI> wre, long
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIX LUTIER A 1 3 xr. Casper
XING, JR. AND BENATOR "~ 1 =« ¥r, Shroder

mr FRANCIS XRNEEDY

The attached is & b11l (H.R. 19074) iatroduced
in the Nouse of Represeatatives on July 30, 1968, by
Congressmmn Browa of Ohio and others for the purpose o ‘
sstablishing & joint congressioanl committee to 1mtmu
the arvest and prosscutioxn of perscns in commection
with the slsyings of Martin umr King, Jr. and Senator
‘Robert Yraneis Xonnedy,

¥e have conducted extensive umtintian
xogarding the slayings of Mertim Luther King, Jr. and
Robert Fraacis Xennedy. We are, ol course, contimning
to run oui any sllegations r‘ntiw to pmibu congspivscien
in these two cawes.
ACTIONS

‘Eaclosure

RELiCS
®)
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SAC, Atlanta (66-772) - \ 8-5-63
Director, FBI PERSONAL ATTENTION
ODD-HOUR SHIFTS = | N
ATLANTA DIVISICN : %_m /a/ .

- Reurlet 7-30-68 requesting Burean authority to alter the
night shift hours from 4:00 p. m. to 12 midnight to 3:00 p.m. to
11:00 p. m. '

Additional justification is necessary for continuance of
an odd-hour shift in your office inasmuch as urlet of 4-30-68 had
based request primarily on need for an agent in commection with the
MUFEIN investigation. '

« Accordingly, you are instructed to submit such justifica-
tion or, in the absence thereof, discontinue the odd-hour shift and so

~advise the Bureau.

1 -~ Miss Rochat

1.~ Mr., McGowan
1 - Domestic Intelligence Division
LDH:pam (7)

NOTE: Atlanta letter of 4-30-68 requesting authority to establish an

. odd-hour shift from 4:00 p. m. to midnight, Monday through Friday,

was based primarily on increasing traffic in connection with the MURKIN
investigation. At that time, General Investigative Division was in
agreement. However, with apprehension of James Earl Ray and
abandonment of the ""poor peoples' march", it is felt Atlanta should
furnish justification for continuance of an odd-hour shift.

[ I Y
14757 o 52 [
H . U s f
é!‘“ 3. v st
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lir, DeLesach August 2, 1968
1 hnd HI‘. D&hoach
LEGISLATION REGARDING I ¥r. Long
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER 1 & Mxr, Casper
KING, JRt, AND SENATOR 1 - ¥r. Shroder

ROBERT FRANCIS KENNEDY

The rttached is 3 bill (H.R, 195074) introduced
in the House of Representatives on July 30, 1968, Ly
Congressman Brown of Ohic and others for the purpose of
establishing a joint congressiocnsl committec to investigate
the arrest and prosecution of perscas in connection
with the slayings of Martis Luther Xing, Jr. and Senntor
fiobort Franciz Kennedy.

¥e have conducted extengive investigations
regarding the slayings of Martin Luther King, Jr. and
fobert Frencis Kennedy., ¥We are, of courze, continuing
to run out any allegations relatiog to possible conspiracies
in these two casges.
ACTIOR:

For information,

Enclopurs

REL:ca
{8)
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BishoD e

‘Memorandum . . - R

. . Conrad
- * - S . Felt e
TO : Mr, Mohr ‘ q)/ . DTAT.E: 8/ 1/68: ’ Q/%:i

Sullivan cceivaswe
Tavel
TIOMNE! wmmrrrarmmeane

Tele RoOM ammmemen
|0} & VT p———
Gandy

sumjecr: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. B é{b

FROM : N, P, Callahan

Mr. Al Long, Budget, Justice, telephonically conmcted this
office this afternoon and stated that the Department had received a bill for
the airplane furnished by the Department of Defense used by this Bureau
‘to transport James Earl Ray, subject, from England to Memphis, Tennessee,
Long stated that the bill was in the amount of $8,500; that Mr. Fred M,

- Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Dlwsmn, had sent the
bill to Mr. L, M. Pellerzi, Assistant Attorney General for Administration,
with a request that he see him concerning it;" Mr, Long knew nothing about
the background and the purpose of his call was to'find out what he could in
order to brief Mr, Pellerzi, He expressed the opinion that it appeared to
him that the charge was properly an investigative expense and therefore
should be paid for from FBI funds. Long was advised that the matter would
= be looked into and he would be contacted.
<ot This matter was discussed with Agent Supervisor Joseph G.
Kelly, General Investigative Division, who advised that all of the arrange-
ments for the plane had been made at the highest level in the Department
of Justice; that Mr, Rosen and Mr, DeLoach had both informed the Depart-
ment officials that the Bureau's funds were not available for paying the
cost of the plane; and that this view had been concurred in by the Director,
On the basis of this information, Mr. Long was informed that it was felt
that this Bureau’s funds were not available to pay this cost and that this
view had been communicated to the top level of the Department of Justice.
Long stated that he would be governed accordingly and so inform.
. Mr, Pellerzi,

- ACTION: IR R TR
o — . A s & ‘ .
None; informational, . <j'\"
e Tl - R ILNY ARIRENE S L, - ”
gl o/
A Jgj‘iv ’ R L e ’ t
60) % e e T
L ‘Mr, DeLoach (sent direct) T 4
AR Py s tr v
1= - Mr. Rosen (sent direct) LR s
©..71="Mr. Mohr (sent direct) et .
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" Nr. Deloach ' ‘// Mgust 1, 1968
S | 1 - ¥r, DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr, Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley .
. ’ 1 - Ir. NcGowan
MURKIN ‘ P 3y ¥r. Long

This is the came iavolving the murder of
Martin Imther Xing, Jr. :

Our Legal Attache in lLoandon has forwarded to
. uB & copy of New Scotland Yard report containing sll
informmtion conceraiag the sctivities of subject Ray
while in London from Mey 7, 1988, to the date of his
‘apprehension on June 8, 1968, ' .

This report also contains a summary of investi-
gation conducted by New Scotland Yard im ‘this matter,
This information in the report was praeviously furaished
to s in narrative form, and pertinent information was
brought to attention of Bureau officials and the Department.,
Our Legal Attache advises that the report
My be disseminated to Tonnessee suthorities for
assistance in preparing their case for prosecution.

m‘ : ) - 3

It approved, the report of XNew mtlaié"nrd
will be forwerded to the Department and the Department
will be requested to advise if they deaire that & copy of
this report be forwarded to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr.,

State Attorney General, ‘Shelby County, Teunesses, whe
4s hendliag the State’s prosecution, -

YAV Fa
“ )
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August 1, 1968
Mr, Vernon Hill
622 Garrett Street
Brawley, California 92227 | LWD//
Dear Mr. Hill:

1 have received your letter dated July 28, 1968,
and want to assure you that the FBI did not participate in the
mdhmmmwmmw
in the August, 1068, issue of "The Reader's Digest.” Independent
investigations made by news reporters do not, of course, have any |
connection with official investigations conducted by tie FBI. '

-

m.mwlnawoudé"'rn%ut
Wmmﬁhm“mwm w
data last spring iitended to aid n his apprebensions - Al
information conformed to the guidelines

Mﬂmeth

mmwm,«»mmm
cerning this matter is indeed appreciated.

uwmly'nm.
k Edgar Hoover
1 - Mr. DelLoach
1 - Mr. Bishop
(1+ Mr. Rosen
NOTE: Vernon Hill of Brawley, California, is not identifiable in Bufiles.
The article to which he with the identification and apprehension
olhmuhrlxayii King murder case. O'Leary's article
congists primarily nbluhdwlrh‘l together with information
funmndbytucm representatives of "The Reader's
* The arti tothll'm.

GWG:mac (8) ~5:,”:‘,..
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7/31/88

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MENPHIS (44-1987)(P)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

CR

Re William Len Hotel, Memphis, Tenn., phase of
investigation,

Enclosed herewith is one Xerox copy each of an
investigative insert reflecting investigation conducted by
SA HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tenn., and an FD-302 dated
%7/!618tr§ﬂectin¢ interview of Miss EDITH BRUNER, Clerk, William
Len Hotel. -

VINCENT WALKER, 449 Steiner, San Francisco, California,
and LAWRENCE RAND or REND, 2532 or 2832 Polk, Kansas City,
checked into the William len Hotel, Memphis, Tenn., at
2:38 p.m, on 4/4/68 and checked out at approximately
12:10 a.m. on 4/5/68, VWALXKER and RAND were immediately trans-
ported to the Memphis Metropolitan Airport via Yellow Cab,

Two individuals believed to be identical with
WALXKER and RAND, based on the Memphis PD investigation and
time element concerning flights leaving Metropolitan Airport,
furnished Delta Airlines personnel at Metropolitan Airport
names of W. DAVIS and B, CHIDLOW, no addreases, departed
Memphis via Delta Airlines flight # 157 nonstop to Houston,
Texas, at 1:57 a.m., 4/5/68 with a scheduled arrival time,
Houston, at 2:;350 a.m, same date, Tickets for the flight were
purchased just prior to departure time and since no reservations

(® - Bureau (Encs. 2)
2 - Memphis

R¥B/
e i
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