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8-9-68
Dear fridge;
Sometime in the new future I expect tohave
an attorney file a libel suit against some

publications, In order to do this 2 or amember

ofmy family wellhave to engage another attorney
as mr. arthur Homebuy attory onthe charge
J om presently being held on is to busyThe reason 2 am writing you is 2 om

having trable getting a visit frommy brotherto discuss this legal matter with my brother
Sincerely as you cm see by the enclosed letter hehas

Jomes Ray
been here turic and couldn't some become of a
technicality that 2 didn't asktoseehim, onebrother
did getinbutwas onlyprimitted to stay 10 or 15

minutes, notlong enoughttodescribe the legal questions

Therefore in view ofthe servicesof the chargeagainst
OVER mewould youissue on orderfor asingle lhe. insita thanks.
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I.N ORDER FOR MY BROTHER To GET henE

bE has To TRAVEL Apy. 900 Mi, WERE+BACK, ST.LOUIS
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DEAR SHERIFF;

A.N ATTORNEY FROM SAUANNAH GEORGIA :

MR. J.B. STONER WILL BE up TO SEE ME
iN ThE NEAR FUTURE AN I WOULD APPRECIATE

iT iF you WOULD LET hix iN. HE'S BEEN

ENGAED BY ME AND SOME MEMBERS OF

MY FAMILY To HANDLE SOME LIBLE CASES,

T.HANKS
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ALSO IFI GET ANY MAIL would you
hoLD iT FOR ONE OFF try BROTHERS

WHO WILL pick iT up WHEN THEY
VISIT ME.

Thanks
4. Roy
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ShERIFF MORRISI WOULD APPRELIATE iT /F
you would LET ThE FOLLOWING G IN

JERRY RAY
- BROTHERJohn

RAY
1 BROThER

2. don't Know theprive ontheir letter

8.9-1
E.J.M

., 
~ l1 

'• ' .. " -
·" •. ;.,... 

I • . ' - ' l .. ,. . . 
t ' ., . 

' 

! ,-, - ' 
I ' . 
I . ""' '"' ,I.,_ r- ,, •..,' 

• 

,. 

.... 

ff r f' 1< ~ (, ~7°E: 1 , 1 r. ~ ... 
)- c-r th~' Fo t-i"w·~ ~: 11-l 

1'3 tR (S -r. }( € ' 
.. '(i (I? 6 -rti £ J::. 

. 
l 

• 1 • 

1• f ,9-t r 
,;-~ 

t 

y 

-I 

. ,, 
,.,,, 

r 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



H. Smitt

I probbly wont write butafew.letters
while 2 om here, therefore 5 don't thutitmessayforme to send any list
to the attorneyGeneral and have a long
dely while he desidesifMy letters can
go out. also 2 believe underfedical law
2 can send write to onyone 2wish but
that youhave a right to censor for
security reasons.
2 would alsolike foryoutoletmy butter
in ifhe comes hereBessme, his mone

John Ray.Iftheir is any conflict 2 would verymuchlike
to get it setteld assoon as possible

thanksI Ray
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Toi, Mr. Marris Sheriff

please give my money To Mr.
into

Hones

my att sohe cm convert it
U.S currency Joses Ec Ray

this date I received 30.00fromm author

Hopek forJoinE. Bay.
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106
MAY 1942 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27

UNITED STATES GVERNMENT mirron
Tolson

MEINO

DeLoach
Mohr

folder
Bishop

Memorandum Cosper
Caliahan
Conred
Felt
Gale

TO Mr. DeLoach DATE: October 2, 1968 Rosen
Sullivan
Tovel

1 - Mr. DeLoach Trotter

FROM 1 - Mr. Rosen Tele. RoomA. Rosen Holmes
1 - Mr. Malley Gandy

1 - Mr. McGowam

SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr:

Mr. William Bradford Huie, author, whose books include,
"Three Lives for Mississippi" dealing with the murder of the
three Civil Rights workers in June of 1964, previously advised
us that he entered into a contract with James Earl Ray to
write the true account of Ray's activities and background con-
cerning the assassination of King.

Huie again contacted our Birmingham office and wanted to
exchange information with us. We previously advised our
Birmingham office not to "bargain" with him. He did advise
that Ray had plastic surgery performed at Los Angeles in Mayof 1968 (subsequent to assassination), and he had copies of the
Doctor's records. Huie also advised that Ray and one Alex Borman
were allegedly in Chicago for several weeks and Borman is
connected with the assassination. Huie stated this information
furnished to FBI in Los Angeles and Chicago, and he plans to call
the Bureau on October 2, 1968 for background on Borman.

Our Chicago and Los Angeles offices have not been con-
tacted by Huie, however on October 1, 1968, Mr. Bennet Olan,
Attorney for Dr. Russell C. Hadley, plastic surgeon in Los
Angeles advised that Dr. Hadley performed surgery on nose of
Ray approximately three weeks before assassination of King.
Olan requested if Dr. Hadley is interviewed that he be present.

George Ben Edmundson, former Top Ten Fugitive, who was
apprehended in Canada in June 1967, used the name of Alexander
Peter Bormann, and during extensive interview of Edmundson he
denied having any dealings with Ray inside or outside pententiary.It is noted that Edmundson was incarcerated in Missouri State
Pententiary during pertinent period.

RECOMMENDATION: In view of fact Dr. Hadley is not subject,it is recommended we interview him in presence of his attorney.
Pertinent offices have been advised not to "bargain" with Huie.

REL:rl
(6)

Memorandum 

·roti;on--­
Pel.,o'o(,!I._ 
Moht--­
_81shop-­
C9fPe•--­
c(;9\lolls1n -ConrQ4__, __ 

FeH---GQte __ _ 

TO Mr. DeLoach ~ DAT~: October 2, 1968 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1..: Mr. Rosen 

l¼sen--­
Sulhv9n--TaveJ __ _ 

FROM . ·: A. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr •. .McGowam 

·rrotter--­
'Tete, Room -
H❖lmes---_C;m,jy __ _ 

.. 
SUBJECT: l,rJRKIN CI)- Mr. Long 

l - Mr. Bishop 

.. 
.. 

.. 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr; ·" 

Mr. William Bradford Huie, author, whose books include, 
"Three Lives for Mississippi" dealing with the murder of the 
three Civil Rights workers in June of 1964, previously advised 
us that he entered into a contract with James .Earl Ray to 
write the true account of Ray's activities and background'con­
cerning the assassination of King. 

Huie again contacted our Birmingham office and wanted to 
exchange information with us. We previously advised our 
Birmingham office not to "bargain" with him. He did .advise 
that Ray had plastic surgery per.formed at Los Angeles •in May 
of 1988 (subsequent to assassination), and he had copies of the 
Doctor's records. Huie also .advised that Ray and one Alex Borrcan 
were allegedly .in Chicago ·for several weeks and Borman is 
connected with the assassination. Huie stated t_his information 
furnished to FBI in Los Angeles and Chicago, and he plans to call 
the Bureau on October. 2, 1968 ·for background on Borman • 

• our Chicago and Los Angeles offices have not been con-
tacted. by Huie, however on October 1., 1968, Mr. Bennet Olan, 
Attorney ·for Dr. Russell C. Hadley, plastic surgeon in Los 
Angeles advised ~hat Dr. Hadley performed surgery .on nose of 
Ray approximately three weeks before assassina t•ion of King. 
Olan r~quested if Qr. Hadley ~s interviewed that he be present. 

George Ben Edmundson, former Top Ten Fugitive, who was 
apprehended in Canada -~n June 1967, used the name of Alexander 
Peter Bormann, and during extensive -interview of Edmundson he 
denied having any dealings with Ray inside or outside pententiary. 
It is noted that Edmundson was incarcerated in Missour.i State 
Pententiary durhg pertinent period. 

RECOMMENDATION: In view of fact Dr. Hadley is not subject, 
it is recoI:?,roended we interview him in presence of his attorney. 
Pertinent o.ffi~es have been advised not to "bargain" ~ith Huie. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-10
MAY 1962 EDITION
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 Tolson

UNITED STATES GO VERNMENT DeLoach
Mohr
Bishop

Memorandum Casper
Callahan
Conrad
Felt
Gale

TO : Mr. DeLoach DATE: October 2, 1968 Rosen
Sullivan
Tovel1 - Mr. DeLoach Trotter

1 - Mr. Rosen Tele. Room
FROM : A. Rosen Holmes

1 - Mr. Malley Gandy

1 - Mr. McGowam
SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Mr. Bishop

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr:

Mr. William Bradford Huie, author, whose books include,
"Three Lives for Mississippi" dealing with the murder of the
three Civil Rights workers in June of 1964, previously advised
us that he entered into a contract with James Earl Ray to
write the true account of Ray's activities and background con-
cerning the assassination of King.

Huie again contacted our Birmingham office and wanted to
exchange information with us. We previously advised our
Birmingham office not to "bargain" with him. He did advise
that Ray had plastic surgery performed at Los Angeles in Mayof 1968 (subsequent to assassination), and he had copies of the
Doctor's records. Huie also advised that Ray and one Alex Borran
were allegedly in Chicago for several weeks and Borman is
connected with the assassination. Huie stated this information
furnished to FBI in Los Angeles and Chicago, and he plans to call
the Bureau on October 2, 1968 for background on Borman.

Our Chicago and Los Angeles offices have not been con-
tacted by Huie, however on October 1, 1968 Mr Bennet Olan,
Attorney for Dr. Russell C. Hadley, plastic surgeon in Los
Angeles advised that Dr. Hadley performed surgery on nose of
Ray approximately three weeks before assassination of King.
Olan requested if Dr. Hadley is interviewed that he be present.

George Ben Edmundson, former Top Ten Fugitive, who was
apprehended in Canada in June 1967, used the name of Alexander
Peter Bormann, and during extensive interview of Edmundson he
denied having any dealings with Ray inside or outside pententiary.It is noted that Edmundson was incarcerated in Missouri State
Pententiary during pertinent period.

RECOMMENDATION: In view of fact Dr. Hadley is not subject,it is recommended we interview him in presence of his attorney.
Pertinent offices have been advised not to "bargain" with Huie.

REL:r1
(6)

Memorandum 
TO Mr. DeLoach DAT,E: October 

1 - Mr. 
FROM A. Rosen 1 .: Mr. 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr • 

' 

2, J.968 
DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 
.McGowam 

T9lson-­
Oel.,9o('h-Mohf ___ _ 

13rshop-­
-Cosp~,,-­
Collohon­
'C9nrod--Felt __ _ 

'Col•---J¼sen __ _ 

~ulhvon­
Tovel--­
Trotter-­

·Tele, Room--
Holmes --Condy __ _ 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 
1 - Mr • Bishop .. 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr~ 

,. Mr. William Bradford Huie, author, whose books include, 
"Three Lives for Mississippi" dealing with the murder of the 
three Civil Rights workers in June of 1964, previously advised 
us that he entered into a contract with James Earl Ray to 
write ·the true account of Ray's activities and background con­
cerning the assassination of King. 

Huie again contacted our Birmingham office and wanted to 
exchange information with us. We previously advised our 
Birmingham office not to "bargain" with him. He did advise 
that Ray had plastic surgery perfor·med at Los Angeles in May 
of 1968 (subsequent to assassination), and he had copies of the 
Doctor's records. Huie also advised that Ray and one Alex Boruan 
were allegedly in Chicago .for several weeks and Borman is 
connected with the assassination. Huie _stated this. information 
·furnished to FBI in Los Angeles and Chicago; and he plans to call 
the Bureau on October 2, 1968 for background on Borman. . ' ~ . , ' 

our Chicago and Los Angeles offices (-ha':VEft•no~t-:1'-been:,:ccon-:· 
tacted by Huie, however on October- 1; .196Sr~~t;..::.B~;t.~~~t~O_lan~-k:: ·,, 
Attorney for Dr. Russell c .. Ha,.d.le.Y,:;- .J>',tast:1.:c·~su,r.g~9.tf!-~in~.:~o'S~,., 
Angeles advised that Dr. Hadley perfo·rmed-·surgery~:.on_, nose of, 
Ray approximately, three weeks,,•before,assass.ination of King. 
Olan requested if Dr. Hadley is, ·inte~yiewe·d;, that· he -be present. 

,--t -4 

George Ben Edmundson., fo:X-~er·..Jtop-;;/reri•,.F\lgi'tlv'e, who was , 
apprehended in Canada in Jurie·.['1967·ftused :the name, of Alexander 
Peter. Bormann, and during extensive·.;;,.1ntervie~·:of .. Edmundson he , 
denied having any dealings Wi·th· Ray,/iri~ide o_r outside pententiary. 
It •is noted that Edmundson w)is• 'incarcerated·lin Missouri State 
Pententiary dur.hg pertinent period; 

RECOMMENDATION: In view of fact Dr·~ -;Jfa~U.ey·.iJ.s; not· subject, 
it is recommended we interview him .lri presence, o~f::-llis' attorney. 
Pertinent offi~es have been advised not to "bargain" with Huie. 
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MUER
Mr. Leo M. Pellerzi
Assistant Attorney General for Administration MEMO

October 2, 1968

Director, FBI

Voucher Covering Cost of Airplane --
Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. Long

In response to verbal instructions received from Mr. F. A.
Long, Acting Chief, Budget and Accounts Branch, Justice, there is
attached a voucher, for payment from Departmental funds, in an amount
of $9, 214. 60 received from Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, erroneously
billed to this Bureau. This voucher covers flight of the plane from the
United States to England to pick up James Earl Ray, subject, and return
him to the United States. All arrangements for this flight were made by
representatives of the Department of Justice. Furthermore, since the
plane was used to transport a prisoner, the funds of this Bureau are not
available for payment of this voucher.

Enclosure

1 - Mr. Rosen (Direct)

WCJ;klw
(11)

NOTE: Mr. F. A. Long advised this office voucher would probably be
paid from Department funds and that the State of Tennessee had promised
to :reimburse the Department.

• 
Mr. Leo M. Pellerzi 
_Aaslstant Attorney General for -Admlaiatratloa 
Director, FBI 

Voucher Covering Cost of Airplane -­
Asaasslnatloa of Martin Luber .Kmi, Jr. 

• 

Ia response to verbal lutructiou received from Mr. P. A. 
Loag, Actiag Cblef• Budget am1Acco\1Dta 'Branch, Juatice, there is 
attached a voucher, .for paymeat from Departmental funds, in aa amouat 
of $9,214. 60 received from Scott Air 'Force Bue, miaols, erroaeo11&ly 
bWed to-this Bureau. ·TJds YOucher coven fliaht of tlle plane from the 
·uatted states to .Englar.ad to pick vp James Earl Ra,, subject, and retunl 
·hlm to tbe lTded States. .AU .arraqemeats for this Olgld; were made _by 
.representatives of the Departmelt .of Juattce. Furthermore, alace the 
plane was \1Sed to trauport a priloaer, the fads of tlds Bureau are JM>t 
available for paymelllt of thla voucber • 

. Eaclosure 

/j!)Mr. '.Rosen (Direct) 

·1'1vcJ;klw 
(11) 

NOTE: Mr. ·p. A. ·Long advised this office voucher ·would probably be 
]>.aid:fromDepartment1unds andthat·the State of Tennessee had_promised 
to ;reimburse the Department. \' 

' 

• I 
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Mr. Tolson
Mr. DeLnach

VIA TELETYPE Mr. Mohr
Mr. BishopI OCT 11968Ms
Mr. Casper
Mr. Callahan

WASHDC Mr. Conrad

ENCIPHERED
Mr. Felt

713PM DEFERRED 10-1-68 RJM Mr. Gale
Mr. Rosen

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) BIRMINGHAM MEMPHIS (44-1987) (PLAINTEXT
Mr. Sullivan
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Trotter

FROM LOS ANGELES (44-1574) Tele. Room
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

MURKIN

REBUTELCALL TEN ONE INSTANT.

BENNET OLAN, ATTORNEY FOR DR. RUSSELL C. HADLEY,

PLASTIC SURGEON, LA, ADVISED HADLEY PERFORMED SURGERY

ON NOSE OF JAMES EARL RAY IN LA APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS

BEFORE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING. SURGERY DID

NOT EFFECT APPEARANCE TO ANY DEGREE BUT REMOVED A

PROJECTION. OLAN REQUESTED IF HADLEY INTERVIEWED HE BE

PRESENT. UACB, LA WILL ARRANGE INTERVIEW WITH DR. HADLEY.

WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE HAS NOT CONTACTED THE LA OFFICE TO

DATE.

END

WLM FBI WASH DC

-
<~ . ., • 

WASHDc-4---
10• l -GS RJM 

VIA TELETYPE 
OCT 11968/}A"" 

'ENCIPHERED 
TO DIREC OR (44•38861) BIRMINGHAM MEMPHIS (44•1987). (PLAINTEX 

FROM LS ANGELES (44-1574) 

MURKIN 

REBUTELCALL TEN ONE INSTANT. 

, BENNET OLAN, ATTORNEY FOR DR. RUSSELL c. HADLEY, 

PLASTIC. SURGEON, LA, .ADVISED HADLEY PERFORMED SURGERY 
A .. 

OH NOSE OF JAMES EARL RAY IN LA APPROXIMATELY THREE WEEKS 

BEFORE ASSASSINATION Of MARTIH LUTHER KING• SURGERY DID 

NOT EFFECT APPEARANCE TO ANY DEGREE BUT REMOVED A 

PROJECTION. OLAN REQUESTED IF HADLEY INTERVIEWED HE BE 

PRESENT. UACB, LA WILL ARRANGE INTERVIEW WITH DR• HADLEY. 

WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE HAS NOT CONTACTED TH£ LA OFFICE TO 

WLM FBI Wtt SH DC 

)tr. Tolson-
)lr. De'{/)ach-
Mt, Mohr-
)fr, BithoP-
Mr. Ca!per.-
:Mr. C3\lahan-
Mr, t:on.l'&d...:.-
·Mr. Felt 
.Mr.Gale.-
Mr. 'Ro$~!\. 

•Jr· S\l.lUvan-
Ir. 'l'a"tel~ 

)tr. ·Trotter--
Tele, .Room 
Mi$$ .Holmes-
Mi,s Gandy-

I 
I 
I 
I 

. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST
Mr. Tolson

U. S.
DEPARTMENTOF JUS

TION Mr. DeLoach

COMMUNICATION
SECTION

Mr. Mohr
Mr. Bishop

FBI WASH DC OCT 1 1968 Mr. Caster

CAB
Mr. Callahan

TELETYPE
Mr. Contrad
Mr. Felt
Mr. Gale

FBI BIRMGHAM Mr. Rosen
Mr. Sullivan
Mr. Tavel343 PM URGENT 10-1-68 JGA Mr. Trotter
Tele. Room

TO DIRECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS 44-1987 Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

FROM BIRMINGHAM 44-1740

MURKIN. 00: MEMPHIS.

REBUAIRTEL SEPTEMBER ELEVEN, SIXTYEIGHT.

OII INSTANT DATE, WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, AUTHOR, HARTSELLE,

ALABAMA, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED SA WILLIAM H. LEE, DECATUR,

ALABAMA RA, AND ADVISED SUBJECT RAY HAD PLASTIC SURGERY MAY FIVE

LAS AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, AND HE HAS XEROX COPIES OF

DOCTOR'S RECORDS WHICH HE WILL FURNISH IF WANTED. HUIE STATED HE

FEELS ALEX BORMAN OR BORMANN, FORMER INMATE MISSOURI STATE PRISON

WITH SUBJECT RAY, IS CONNECTED INSTANT CRIME AS INFORMATION RECEIVED

BORMAN AND RAY WERE IN CHICAGO, ILL., AREA TOGETHER FOR

PERIOD OF SEVERAL WEEKS. HUIE STATED ABOVE INFORMATION HAS BEEN

FURNISHED FBI LOS ANGELES AND CHICAGO. HUIE EXPRESSED DESIRE OF

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ALEX BORMAN, STATING HE PLANS TO CALL

BUREAU OCTOBER TWO NEXT FOR THIS INFORMATION.

NO PROMISES OR SUGGESTIVE ENCOURAGEMENT INDICATED TO HUIE.

BAIRMAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO AND LOS ANGELES.

[ :
END

CCL : nati 1280CAB

FBI WASH DC

• 
Fa~ DC 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES 
U. S. DEPAirrMEKT -Oi'i 

COMMUNICATIO; i~ON 
ocr.1 1968 

l'Ecr::nrif 
FBI BIRMGHAM 

RECTOR 44-38861 AND MEMPHIS·44·1987 

OM BIRMINGHAM 44•1'740 

MURKIN. 00: MEMPHIS. 

RESUAIRTEL SE~TEMBER ELEVEN. SIXTYEIGHT. 

OH IHSTANT DATE, WILLlAt-1 BRADFORD HUIE, AUTHOR, HARTSELL£, 

', '.:ALABAMA, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED SA WILLIAM H. LEE, DECATUR, 

ALABAMA RA, AND ADVISED SUBJECT RAY HAD PLASTIC SURGERY MAY FIVE 

LA( AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, AND HE HAS XEROX COPIES OF 

DOCTOR#S RECORDS WHICH HE WILL FURNISH IF WANTED. HUI£ STATED HE 

FEELS ALEX BORMAN OR BOR~1ANN, FORMER ItJM~TE MISSOURI STATE PRISON 

WITH SUBJECT RAY, IS CONNECTED INSTANT CRIME AS _INFORMATION RECEIVED 

BORMAN AND RAY WERE IN CHICAGO, ILL., AREA TOGETHER FOR 

PERIOD OF SEVERAL WEEKS. HUIE STATED ABOVE INFORMATION HAS BEEN 

FURNISHED FBI LOS ANGELES AND CHICAGO. HUIE EXPRESSED DESIRE OF 

·aACKGROUND INFORMATION ON ALEX BORMAN, STATIHG HE PLAHS TO CALL 

BUREAU OCTOBER TWO NEXT FOR THIS ·1uFORt1ATION. 

NO PROMISES OR SUGGESTIVE ENCOURAGEMEHT INDICATED TO HUIE. 

,tAIRMAIL COPIES TO CHICAGO AND LOS Atrn~L~sT ' ,·, ' ,', 
I I t ',fl I 

EHD 

CAB 

FBI VASH DC 

' 'I t I 
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FBI WASH DC Mr. Tolson

islamp
Mr. DeLeach

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Mohr

N/A
U..S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Bishop

COMMUNICATION SECTION Mr. Cast
FBI MEMPHIS OCT 1 1968

Mr. Cal'

lac Mr. Croud
643^PM URGENT 10-1-68 DGB Mr. Ith

TELETYPE Mr 1.

Mr. Rus
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) Mr Silvan

Mr. The
FROM MEMPHIS (44-1987)

form
M1, Timer
Tele. Room
Miss HolmesMURKIN. Miss Gandy

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL OCTOBER ONE, SIXTYEIGHT.

BUREAU ATTENTION DIRECTED TO KANSAS CITY REPORT DATED

MAY FIFTEEN, SIXTYEIGHT, PAGE FORTYSEVEN THEREOF. REREP CONTAINS

INTERVIEW WITH GEORGE BEN EDMUNDSON, FORMER TOP TEN WHO USED

NAME ALEXANDER PETER BORMANN WHILE IN CANADA. KANSAS CITY REPORT

SETS FORTH EXTENSIVE INTERVIEW WITH EDMUNDSON WHEREIN EDMUNDSON

DENIES HAVING HAD ANY DEALINGS WITH JAMES EARL RAY INSIDE OR

OUTSIDE PENITENTIARY. P.

END.

CAB

FBI WASH DC

Org to weSawa

- \ 

• FBI VASH DC _,I 1 \1.1. 
lO\ f'.'\<Y& 

FBI MEMPHIS 'f ¥ 
643APM URGENT 10-1-68 DGB 

FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIG~TION -
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE , 

COMMUNICATION SECTION 
OCTl 1968 j_tµ 

:TEL---e:T'.YPE 
TO 

(44•19S7) 

MURKIH. 

RE BIRMINGHAM TEL OCTOBER ONE, SIXTYEIGHT. 

BUREAU ATTENTION DIRECTED TO KANSAS CITY REPORT DATED 
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October 1, 1968:
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE VISION

This is the case involving the
murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

We previously in a momorandum
to the Department requested the Depart
ment to advise us what additional re-
ports can be furnished to Mr. Phil M.
Canale, State Attorney General, Shelby
County, Memphis, Tennessee, in view
of the scheduled state trial in Memphis
on November 12, 1968.

The attached is in response to
our menorandum and we are instructingour Memphis Office to provide the
reports and memoranda immediately to
Mr. Canale.

REL:jms

•" .. :i OCtober 1L 1988:" · -i' 
GENERAL JNVESTIGATIV~.VISION 

Tbla is the cuo i!lvolvlna the 
autder ot Martin LUther Kins, Jr. 

wo prev1ous1, in a momorandu• 
to the Department requested the· Depart< 
aent to.adv18e us what addltlonal re .. 
po~ta ca.a be turnlshed to llr. Phil If. 
Canale, State Attorney General, ShelbJ 
Count,, Meir,hls, Tctnnenee, in view 
·ot ·tho scheduled atate trial 1n MeaphJI: 
on Novetlber 11, 1968. 

111• attached ts in r•sponee to 
our ~,andu• uct we are lUt~tlDS 
our Jleapbts Office to prc>Yide "4 tbe 

reports and aeaoru.da 1JIMdlatel1 to 
11r. cana1e. 
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Form DJ-150
(Ed.74-25-65)

UNITED STATES GOVE MENT PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum
TO : Director DATE: October 1, 1968

Federal Bureau of Investigation
SJP:DRO:efw

FROM : Stephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662
sat Assistant Attorney General #41-157-147

Civil Rights Division

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY Long
Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General

of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following
reports which you have furnished us in this case:

1. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill.
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami
7. 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston
8. 5/17 1 Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison - Miami
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield
13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit
15. 5/24 - David J. Reid - El Paso
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains

the bulk of the information which
you obtained from Mexico.

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub-
mitted to us under cover memorandum of
August 30, 1968.
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TO : Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

• PARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

DATE: October 1, 1968 

SJP:DRO:efw 

FRO~ :Stephen J. Pollak 
$'Sf Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY 
.. 

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General 
of Shelby County, 1ennessee copies of 'the following 
reports which you have, furnished us in this case: 

l. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago 
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. carlender - New Orleans 
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles 
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill. · ·· 

6 •. 5/17 - David ·N. Jellison - Miami ·· 
7. 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston 
8. 5/11 ·- Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta 
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham 

10. 5/23 - ·David N. Jellison - Miami 
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland 
12. 5/24 - William ·Roberts, III - Springfield 
13. 5/31 - .,David J. Reid - El Paso 
14. 5/29 -.•William J. _Hart - Detroit 
15. ,5/24 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh 
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
19. 7/8 - Ramon w. Stratton - Chicago 
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta -------21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains 

the bulk of the information which 
you obtained .from Mexico. 

22. Your reports from Canada,. which were sub""'., 
mitted to us under cover memorandum of \ 
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- 2 -

23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13,
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968.

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us

BuffAlo on June 13, 1968 entitled James Earl Ray
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968,

LHM
which is a summary of information which
you obtained from Canada.

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting
with Mr. Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible,
please furnish these reports to Mr. Canale's office
today or tomorrow.

Tell JENSEN TO GET Report to US Re

Indian TRAIL RestAURANT

I 
I 
I " 

23. 

• • 
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The four letterhead memoranda concerning 
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13, 
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968. -------- _,., 

Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us 
on June 13, 1968 entitled James Earl Ray 
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968, 
which is a summary of information which 
you obtained from Canada. ---------

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting 
with Mr.· Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible, 
please furnish ·these reports to Mr. Canale's office 
today or tomorrow. 
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October 1, 1968

GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
This is the case involving the

murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
We previously in a memorandum

to the Department requested the Depart
ment to advise us what additional re-
ports can be furnished to Mr. Phil M.
Canale, State Attorney General, Shelby
County, Memphis, Tennessee, in view
of the scheduled state trial in Memphis
on November 12, 1968.

The attached is in response to
our menorandum and we are instructing
our Memphis Office to provide the

reports and memoranda immediately to
Mr. Canale.

REL:jms

.,_. . .,.. ·" 0 tob - 1~68 · c er , .. .. -= 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIV VISION 
This is the case involving the 

111Urder ot Martin LUther King, Jr. 
we previously in a 1101DOrandua 

to the Department requested the Depart~ 
aent to advise us what ad41tloaa1 re­
ports can be fUrnished to*• Phil•• 
Canale, state Attorney General• ShelbJ 
county, lfempbis, Tennessee, in \flew 
of the scheduled state trial ,in lle11Pbil 
on Novellher 12, 1968. .. 

The attached is ill response to 
our 1Mllprandwa and we are inaqtictlng 
our Jlemphls Office to provide' the 

reports and 11e1110randa imaedlately ·to 
Mr. canale, 
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Director October 1, 1968
Federal Bureau of Investigation

SJP:DRO:efw

Stephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662
Assistant Attorney General #41-157-147Civil Rights Division

JAMES EARL RAY

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following
reports which you have furnished us in this case:

1. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill.
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami
7. 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston
8. 5/17 - Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison - Miami
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield
13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit
15. 5/24 - David J. Reid - E1 Paso
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains

the bulk of the information which
you obtained from Mexico,

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub-
mitted to us under cover memorandum of
August 30, 1968.

(._ , 11111111 

Director 
Federal Bureau ot 'Investigation 

October l, 1968 

SJP :-DRO: etw 

Stephen J. Pollak 
A~s1stant Attorney General 

D.J. l~ll-72-662 

Civil ~1ghts -01v1s1on ' #41-157-1~7 /3/'' 
. lrr'O JAMES EARL RAY -

Please .furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General 
·p~ Shelby County~ Tennessee copies -Of the following 
reports which you-have furnished us .1n this case: 

1. 5/10 - Harold ·n. Dobson -- St. Louis 
2. 5/10 - Rene J~ Dumaine - Chicago 
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender·- New Orleans 
4. 5/17 - Theodore J .• A·'Hearn -- Los Angeles 
5. 5/11 - Quentin~- Stinson·- Springfield, Ill. 
6. 5/l 7 - David .N. -Jellison - Miami 
7- 5/17 - James S. Weir - Bouston 
.8. 5/17 • Alan .0. Sentinella - Atlanta 
9. 5/20 - ~enry A. Snow - Birmingham 

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison~ Miami 
i1. 5/23 - Ronald~- Sherk - Portland 
12. 5/24 - -William Roberts., ·111 - Springfield 
13, 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
14. 5/29 - William J, Hart - Detroit 
15. 5/24 - David J. ne1d - Bl Paso 
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - ·Pittsburgh 
-17. 6/25 - liarold R. Dobson - st. Louis 
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
.19. 7/8 - Ramon w. Stratton - ~hicago 
20. 7/30 - ·Robert R. Perry - Atlanta 
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - ~his ~eport -0ontains 

the bulk or the ~nrormation which 
you obtained from Mexico, 

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub­
mitted to us under cover memorandum of 
Augus't 30,, 1968. 
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23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13,
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968.

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us
on June 13, 1968 entitled James Earl Ray
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968,
which is a summary of information which
you obtained from Canada.

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting
with Mr. Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible,
please furnish these reports to Mr. Canale's office
today or tomorrow.

t 

• t 
- .2 ·- ' 

23. The tour .letterhead --memoranda concerning 
.Your ·:1.nvestigatlon in Portugal, dated June cl3, 
lune 18., ·June 24 .and July l 1 .1908. 

2-. Your letterhead memorandWl'l submitted to us 
on June .13, 1968 entitled ·James ·Earl 'Ray 
al!as Bridgenian, .Sneyd - April 8-6, ·1968., 
which :is a summary ot 1nfonnat1on which 
,ou,obtained trom Canada. 

Mr .. Owen of this ottlc• and ·myaell will be 1neet.1ng 
\11th Mr .. Canale ·on Wedne1day, October 2. ~r :possible., 
·please turn1&h these reports to Mr. Canale' s ott1oe. 
·today or ·tomorrow. 
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Routing Slip
0-7 (Rev. 3-31-67) (Copies to Office ecked)

TO: SAC,

Albany Houston New York City Tampa
Albuquerque Indianapolis Norfolk Washington Field
Anchorage Jackson Oklahoma City Quantico
Atlanta Jacksonville Omaha
Baltimore Kansas City Philadelphia TO LEGAT:
Birmingham Knoxville Phoenix Bern
Boston Las Vegas Pittsburgh Bonn
Buffato Little Rock Portland Buenos Aires
Butte Los Angeles Richmond Hong Kong
Charlotte Loutsville St. Louis London
Chicago Memphis Salt Lake City Manila
Cincinnati MIGHT San Antonio Mexico, D.F.
Cleveland Milwaukee San Diego Ottawa
Columbia Minneapolis San Francisco Parts
Dallas Mobile San Juan Rome
Denver Newark Savannah Santo Domingo
Detroit New Haven Seattle Tokyo
E1 Paso New Orleans Springfield
Honolulu

Date October 1, 1968
RE: MURKIN

Retention For appropriate
For information optional action Surep, by

The enclosed Is for your information. If used in a future report, conceal
all sources, paraphrase contents.

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA
dated

Remarks: For your information. Attached are the
following:

1. Reports of RCMP.
2. Copy of Buffalo memorandum.
3. Reports from Legat Paris (4)

Enc.
Buffle
Urfile

,Routing Slip 
o.;7 {Rev .• ~.:H•6?l 

TO: SAC, 
• 

8 Albany 
Alb11querq1,1e 

_ Anchor,;xg,;, 
. Atl,;xnt<:I 

Bal11m.ore 
Blri:olngh,;i?I) 

· .Boston 
t=ll.1(t,do 
8\lttl;! 
.Cha:ttotte 
':Chic,;xgo 
Cinc:Jnnotl 
.Clev..,li;rnd 
'.Colum,bl,;x 
.Oaltas 
Denv..,, 
t,..,1ro1t 

,, (Copies to Offic~ecked) -

ttouston 
tnd!Ql'lQPOUs 
J,;,:cltsQn 
-J,;,:cltsonv!Ue 
J<,;,:n,a.s City 
Knoxville 
L.a.s Veq,;,:s 
1..ttU"'.P..<:>"clt 
J.os An~eles 
L ville 

"' Mllwa1,11tee 
Mlnnec;xpolls 
Mobil,;, 
l'tl;!wark 
N"'w H<:1v"'1;1 
_New .Orlecms 

New York -City 
N<nto11t 
:Okl.ahomci City 
◊~(Iha 
PhllMeJ.,ph!,;x 

_ ~h.oen.lx 
PHtsb'1rg\'l 
Portl,;x,nd 
IUcbl'llol:l.'1 
St. LO\l!s 
Salt l,¢ke City 
'.&in AntQnJ.o 
S<:1n lHeqo 
S@ f'ra!llcCsc.o 
S~•J1-<:U'l 
Sa:vanna'n 
~o:ttl,;, 
SPtlngflel-1 

§ '.fcimpa 
Washlagton .f'1eld 
01l¢:ntlco 

TO LEGAT: 
s ... rn 
Boi'ln 
B1,1eaos Alre·s 
flong Kcn:>.q 
-ion4:on 
Manlla 
Medco, P,f', 
OttQWQ 
P,;,:rls 
~o~ 

B. · So:nto Domingo 
1"okyo 

£1 "PQ:so 
1-lonolul\l 

.00:1.,. ~ OCtober, 1, 1968 

RE: IIURKIN 

) 

P._..,t..,pUon 
€£) ·r_ot ln.formatlOl.'I CJ opt(oMI 

f'ol' ,;rpp1;01;,d,;xte 
CJ Q.CUOn 

Q 'Ni_,;, enclose·d },;; tor yo1-t .tnfotm<:1t1o·n, .U _u:;;<;>d .l.n ~ tutur,;, report, t:J c.on.ce,;x\ 
cill sQ11rces, □ _po:raphro:,;;e ~ont..,nts. 

CJ e-aclosed Qr,;, co·necte·d 1>a:9·e:;; f~O'm report of SA-------------­
. d,;xted ----------------

Remo r ks: For your information. Attached are the 
following: 

l:ne. 

Buflle 

lirUI~ 

1. Reports of RCJIP. 
2. Copy of Buffalo memorandum. 
3. Reports from Legat Paris (4). 
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October 1, 968
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE VISION

This is the case involving the
murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

We previously in a memorandum
to the Department requested the Depart
ment to advise us what additional re-
ports can be furnished to Mr. Phil M.
Canalo, State Attorney General, Shelby
County, Memphis, Tennesses, in view
of the scheduled state trial in Memphis
on November 12, 1968.

The attached is in response to
our memorandum and we are instructing
our Memphis Office to provide the

reports and memoranda immodiately to
Mr. Canale.

REL:jms

~ ' 
._. . ,,..,.. \ OCt0bel' 1 JI08 .. , ... 

GENERAL INVESTIGATIV~ 9'1SioN·•-~­
. 'lbla la tho caso 1nvolvln1 .the 

aurder ot Nartirl"l,\ltbeit XtJ:as, Jr. 
wa provioualy in a IIINOl'AAdu• 

to tbe Depart.tat nqueate4 the Depart• 
IIGDt to advise ua what a&lltloaal re­
Porta CIJl be tumlehed to •• Pblt •• 
cau10. state Attome1 oenenl• ShelbJ 
Count, t lle8Pb1'., ftlUMt88H, 1D •ln 
ot the ach.edulecl atate trial Sa Jle,tphl 
on Noveaber 1:r, 1988. 

42'h• attacno« ta 1D rupc>DH, to 
our 11ft9.)'aa4'la anct we are tuttnietlDC 
our Mea.Pbts Oftlc• to PNYlde~·111e 

repoi-ta and ...,Hilda i•e4lak1J' to 
Mr. caute. 
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Form DJ-150
(Ed. 4-25-63)

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum
TO Director DATE: October 1, 1968

Federal Bureau of Investigation
SJP:DRO:efw

FROM Stephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662
SJP Assistant Attorney General #41-157-147

Civil Rights Division

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following
reports which you have furnished us in this case:

1. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill.
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami
7. 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston
8. 5/17 - Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison - Miami
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield
13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - E1 Paso
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit
15. 5/24 - David J. Reid - E1 Paso
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains

the bulk of the information which
you obtained from Mexico.

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub-
mitted to us under cover memorandum of
August 30, 1968.

l 

·· I 
I 

TO : Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

~ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

DATE: October 1, 1968 

SJP:DRO:efw 

FRO~ :Stephen J. Pollak 
$~-r Assistant Attorney General 

Civil .Rights Division 

D.J. 144-72-662 
·iJ41-157-147 

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY 

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General 
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following 
reports which you have furnished us in this case: 

1. 5/10 - ·Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago 
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles 
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. St~nson - Springfield, Ill. 
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami 
7. 5/17 - James s. Weir - Houston 
8. 5/17 ·- Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta 
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham 

10. 5/23 ·- David N. Jellison - Miami 
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland 
12. 5/24 - Wil1·1am Roberts, III - Springfield 
13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart'- Detroit 
15. ,5/24 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
·16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh 
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
19. 7/8 - ·Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago 
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta 
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains 

the bulk of the information which 
you obtained from Mexico. 

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub­
mitted to us under cover·memorandum of 
August 30, 1968. ·· 

.. 
I 

I I I 
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23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13,
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968.

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us
on June 13, 1968 entitled James Earl Ray
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968,
which is a summary of information which
you obtained from Canada.

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting
with Mr. Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible,
please furnish these reports to Mr. Canale's office
today or tomorrow.

... . -..._, I "1111,i 

I ' 
I 

- 2 -

23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning 
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13, 
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968. 

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us 
on June 13, 1968 entitled.James Earl Ray 
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968, 

• which is a summary of information which 
you obtained from Canada. 

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting 
with Mr. Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible, 
please furnish these reports to Mr. Canale's office 
today or tomorrow. 
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Form DJ-150
(E3. 1-25-65).

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum
TO Director DATE: October 1, 1968

Federal Bureau of Investigation
SJP:DRO:efw

FROM Stephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662
SaP Assistant Attorney General #41-157-147

Civil Rights Division

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following
reports which you have furnished us in this case:

1. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill.
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami
7. 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston
8. 5/17 1 Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison - Miami
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield
13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit
15. -5/24 - David J. Reid - El Paso
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains

the bulk of the information which
you obtained from Mexico.

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub-
mitted to us under cover memorandum of
August 30, 1968.

. I 

j 

Fon,:1 DJ•ISO 

- (&~. -!.-"2~,,. -··-- . . . I 
• · "UNITED STATES GOVER4 MENT -PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO : Director 

Federal Bureau or Investigation 
DATE: October l, 1968 

SJP:DRO:erw 

FRO~ :Stephen J. Po2lak 
$'Sf Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

D.J. 144-72-662 
#41-157-147 

SUBJEcr:JAMES EARL RAY 
.. 

l 

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General 
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following 
reports which you have furnished us in this case: 

1. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
2. ·5;10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago 
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles 
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill. 
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami 
7. 5/17 - James s. Weir - Houston 
8. 5/17 ·• Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta 
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham 

10. 5/23 - David N. Jell-ison - Miami 
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland 
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield 
-13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - .El Paso 
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit 
15. ,5/24 - David J. Reid - ~2 Paso 
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh 
17. 6/25 - Haro.ld R. Dobson - St. Louis 
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans. 
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago 
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta 
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains 

the bulk of the ~nformation which · • 
you obtained from Mexico. 

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub­
mitted to us under cover'memorandum of 
August 30, 1968 • 
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23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13,
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968.

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us
on June 13, 1968 entitled James Earl Ray
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968,
which is a summary of information which
you obtained from Canada.

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting
with Mr. Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible,
please furnish these reports to Mr. Canale's office
today or tomorrow.

I,, 
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23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning 
your investigation in-P.ortugal, dated June 13, 
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968. 

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us 
on June 13, 1968 entitled.James Earl Ray 
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968, 

• which is a summary of information which 
you obtained from Canada. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum
TO : Director DATE: October 1, 1968

Federal Bureau of Investigation
SJP:DRO:efw

FROM Stephen J. Pollak D.J. 144-72-662
STP Assistant Attorney General #41-157-147

Civil Rights Division

SUBJECT: JAMES EARL RAY

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following
reports which you have furnished us in this case:

1. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine - Chicago
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill.
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami
7. 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston
8. 5/17 1 Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison - Miami
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield
13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit
15. 5/24 - David J. Reid - El Paso
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains

the bulk of the information which
you obtained from Mexico.

22. Your reports from Canada, which were sub-
mitted to us under cover memorandum of
August 30, 1968.
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TO : Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
DATE: October l, 1968 

SJP:DRO:efw 

FRO~: Stephen J. Pollak 
$~T Assistant Attorney General 

Civil Rights Division 

SUBJEcr:JAMES EARL RAY 

D.J. 144-72-662 
#41-157-147 

Please furnish Phil Canale, the Attorney General 
of Shelby County, Tennessee copies of the following 
reports which you have furnished us in this case: 

1. 5/10 - Harold R. Dobson'- St. Louis 
2. 5/10 - Rene J. Dumaine"'- Chicago 
3. 5/17 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
4. 5/17 - Theodore J. A'Hearn - Los Angeles' 
5. 5/17 - Quentin P. Stinson - Springfield, Ill. 
6. 5/17 - David N. Jellison - Miami 
7, 5/17 - James S. Weir - Houston 
8. 5/17 ~ Alan G. Sentinella - Atlanta 
9. 5/20 - Henry A. Snow - Birmingham 

10. 5/23 - David N. Jellison~ Miami 
11. 5/23 - Ronald E. Sherk - Portland 
12. 5/24 - William Roberts, III - Springfield 
13. 5/31 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
14. 5/29 - William J. Hart - Detroit 
15. ,5/24 - David J. Reid - El Paso 
16. 6/6 - William Logan Curtis - Pittsburgh 
17. 6/25 - Harold R. Dobson - St. Louis 
18. 7/12 - Stephen M. Callender - New Orleans 
19. 7/8 - Ramon W. Stratton - Chicago 
20. 7/30 - Robert R. Perry - Atlanta 
21. 8/22 - Joe Hester - This report contains 

the bulk of the information which 
you obtained from Mexico. 

22. .Your reports from Canada, which were sub­
mitted to us under cover memorandum of 
August 30, 1968. 
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23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13,
June 18, June 24 and July 1, 1968.

24. Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us
on June 13, 1968 entitled James Earl Ray
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968,
which is a summary of information which
you obtained from Canada.

Mr. Owen of this office and myself will be meeting
with Mr. Canale on Wednesday, October 2. If possible,
please furnish these reports to Mr. Canale's office
today or tomorrow.

• • 
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23. The four letterhead memoranda concerning 
your investigation in Portugal, dated June 13, 
June 18, June 24 and July l, 1968. 

24., Your letterhead memorandum submitted to us 
on June 13, 1968 entitled,James Earl Ray 
alias Bridgeman, Sneyd - April 8-6, 1968, 

• which is a summary or ·information which 
you obtained from Canada. 
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Mr. DeLoach October 1, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoachA. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Long

SYNOPSIS:
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther

King, Jr. With reference to the dissemination of investigative reports
in this case to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby
County, Tennessee, there has been absolutely no delay in furnighing
pertinent reports to him on our part. With Departmental approval we
furnished a copy of our prosecutive summary report, as well as ten
additional investigative reports to Mr. Canale. These reports contain
the information of evidentiary value to the prosecution of the state
violation involved.

Since the Department did not authorize us to furnish the
results of our fugitive investigation to locate Ray, such reports were
not furnished to Mr. Canale at that time. Although these reports did not
pertain directly to the prosecution of the state violation it appeared to
us they might be of value to Mr. Canale since they clearly established
his fugitive status and his use of various aliases to avoid apprehension.
Consequently by memorandum dated 9/18/68, we raised the question with
the Department as to whether such fugitive reports should be forwarded
to Mr. Canale. To date we have received no reply from the Department,
although on 9/30/68, D. Robert Owen of the Civil Rights Division advised
he intends to proceed to Memphis on 10/1/68, to discuss the case with
Mr. Canale and prior to his departure will advise us what additional reports
should be furnished Mr. Canale.

Mr. Canale has advised our Memphis Office that the purpose
of his letter was to Wneedle" the Department into taking action. He stated
the cooperation between his office and the FBI has benn extraordinary and
he realizes the delay in furnishing pertinent reports is attributable solely
to the Department and not to the FBI.

ACTION:
Upon receipt of authorization from the Department,

disseminate the designated reports to Mr. Canale. with
PERSONALLY

REL:jms/cs (6) SEE DETAILS PAGE TWO. Rober

Mr. DeLoach 

A. Rolen 

l4URKIN 

SYNOPSm: 

• • 
OCtober 1, 1N8 

-1 - Mr. DeLoaeh 
, 1- Mr. Roeea 
-1 - Mr. •lfalley 
1 - Jlr. McGowan 

(E::¥r •. LOIi 

Tlata ls the cue lmolvlng tbe murder of Martta Llltllv 
xtDg, Jr. Wlth·retennce to·tae dt-m1•Uon of llwNtlptlye reports 
in tbla cue to -Mr •. Plall JL Canale. Jr., State Attone, General, Shelby 
COUDlJ, Tenneaaee, tbere _lau bNft ablohltely no delay la fandtldag 
pertlaent reporia to blm oa our pa.rt. Wltb Departmeatal approftl we 
furatebed a eow of ov ·,roeecllll\'e •mmary report, u well as t• 
additional 1llVe8tlptlve report• to Mr. Canale. TheN reports contain 
the Information of mdeatlary ,alae to the proaeeutlo1t of the ate 
vlolatloa lnYOlNd. 

Smee the Department.did not autborlae us to fvnlah the 
.reaulta of our fupttye inYutlptlon to locate Bay, auclt ·repona were 
not fvntlbed to Mr. Canale at that t1m.e. Although these reporta did not 
pertain directly to the proaecutloa of the atate nolaUoa tt appeared to 
ua they .mlcllt be of 'ftla• to Mr. Canale atnce th-, clear).J' eetabllebed 
Ida fqltl.e atatu and hla w of~ allaeea to aYOld appreheulon. 
CODNqllentlJ bJ memorandum dated 9/18/88, we :ralHd the queatloa with 
th.e Department u .to wlwtber 811Ch fqltlYe reports ·•bould be forwarded 
to Mr. Canale. To date we haft received no reply from the Department, 
although on t/30/08, D. Robert owen of the ClTll lUpte Dttlelon acMaed 
he lnttnda to proeeed to J&emphf• oa .10/1/88, to dlecw the cue with 
Mr. C'anale and prior to Ida deplrtuN will adYIM u ·what addlttonal :reports 
_ahoulct be fVDlahed .Mr~ Cuale. 

Mr. Canale bu adYlaed our Memphis Offtce that the pvpoae 
·ot his letter was to~••• the Departmet Into taking action. He atated 
·.tiae cooperation between his office and the FBI haa bean extrao.rd1nary and 
.be realizes the delay 1D fumlahbag pertlDent reports ·ta attrlbotable solely 
to tbe Department and not to the FBL 

ACTION: 
Upoa receipt of aatborllatlon from the Department. we will . 

dlaeemaate tbe de1tpated reporia to Mr. Canale. ~ ~"'.._ ,~~i-JJ ,\V\ 
.,~~~ 'C) >ii; 

V ~•~·· :y ~ . -e/ ~e 

REL:Jm8/ca (6) SEE DETAW! PAGE TWO... ~-.9 • ~
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Rosen to DeLoach memorandum
RE: MURKIN

DETAILS:
This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther

King, Jr.
With reference to the dissemination of investigative

reports in this case to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney
General, Shelby County, Tennessee, there has been absolutely no
delay in furnishing pertinent reports to him on our part.

Immediately upon completion of our investigation with
Departmental approval, we furnished Mr. Canale a copy of our
prosecutive summary report.

By memorandum dated July 24, 1968, we advised the Depart-
ment that Mr. Canale had contacted our SAC in Memphis and stated
that in a conversation with Assistant Attorney General Fred M.
Vinson of the Criminal Division, Vinson had informed Canale that
he, Canale, might desire, for. information purposes, to obtain
additional investigative reports prepared by us in this matter.
In this same memorandum we requested the Department to advise us
which specific reports it desired be furnished to Mr. Canale.

In accordance with authority set forth in Department
memorandum August 6, 1968, we furnished Mx. Canale ten additional
investigative reports, as well as original documents provided to
us by the Department relating to the extradition proceedings of
Ray.

These reports, as well as the prosecutive summary reports
contained the information of evidentiary value to the prosecution
of the state violation involved.

Since the Department did not authorize us to furnish to
Canale the results of our extensive fugitive investigation to
locate and apprehend Ray, such reports were not furnished Canale.

Although these reports did not pertain directly to the
prosecution of the state violation; it appeared to us they might
be of possible value to Mr. Canale since they clearly established
Rays fugitive status and his use of various aliases to avoid
apprehension. Consequently, by memorandum dated September 18,
1968, we raised the question with the Department as to whether
such fugitive type reports should be disseminated to Mr. Canale.

- 2 -

Rosen to DeLoach nemorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

DETAILS: 
This is the. case involving the rnurdel."' of Martin .Luther 

King, -·Jr. 

With :reference to the dissemination of -investigative · 
~eports·~n this case to Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney 
General, Shelby county, Tennessee, there has been absolutely no 
delay ~n furnishing pertinent reports to him on our part. 

Immediately upon ~o:r.ipletion of our :invest•iga tion wi·th 
Departmental approval, we .furnished Mr. Canale a copy of our 
prosecutive sumr.:iary report. 

By memorandum dated July 24, 1968, we advised the Depart­
ment thnt Mr. Canale had contacted our SAC in Me:r.iphis and stated 
that in a conversation w~th Assistant Attorney General Fred M. 
Vinson of the Criminal •Division,· Vinson had ~nform~d Canale that 
he, Canale, rllight desire, for. information purposes, to obtain 
additional investigative ~eports prepared by us in this rnatter. 
In this same memorandum we requested the Department to advise us 
which specific ·reports it desired be furnished 'to Mr. Canale. 

In acco·t"dance with authority set forth in ·Department 
memorandum August 6, l.968, we furnished Mr. Canale ten additional 
investigative reports, as well as or.iginal documents provided to 
us by the Department relating to the extradi·tion proceedings of 
Ray. 

These reports, as well as the prosecut:ive summary reports 
contained the -information of evidentiary -value to the prosecut:io1t 
of the state violation involved. 

Since the Department did not author.ize us to ~~rnish to 
Canale the results of our extensive ~fugitive invest•iga tion to 
locate and apprehend Ray, such repprts were not furnished Canale. 

Although these reports did not pertain directly to the 
prosecution of the state violation; it appeared to us they might 
be of possible value to Mr. Canale since they clearly established 
Rays .fugitive status and his use of various al-iases to avoid 
apprehension. Consequently, by memorandum dated September 18, 
1968, we, raised the question with the Department as to whether 
such -fugitive type reports should be dissemina~ed to Mr. Canale. 
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Rosen to DeLoach memorandum
RE: MURKIN

To date we have received no reply from the Department although
on 9/30/88, D. Robert Owen of the Civil Rights Division of the Department
advised that he intends to proceed to Memphis on 10/1/68, to discuss
the case in detail with Mr. Canale. Owen stated that prior to his
departure he would furnish us a memorandum advising which additional
reports should be furnished to Mr. Canale at this time.

Mr. Canale has informed us that he has experienced no
delay by the FBI in furnishing him pertinent reports, in fact he has stated
that the cooperation between his office and the FBI has been extraordinary.
Mr. Canale stated he is well satisfied with the reportspresently in his
possession, as they contain the facts and evidence pertinent to the
prosecution of the case in state court. He stated he is, however, desirous
of obtaining reports relating to the fugitive aspects since they clearly
establish Ray's fugitive status and his use of various aliases to avoid
apprehension. He further advised that the only purpose of his letter was
to "needle"athe Department into taking action, and he realized the delay
in furnishing pertinent reports is attributable solely to the Department
and not the FBL

3

• 
RoMllto DeLoaeb ......... 
RE: 'lltJl\KJ.N 

• 
To dat• we have rec.Syed• nplJ from the Department althouch 

oa t/10/18,, D. llo1Mtrt Owen of tbe Cl,tl Rtpts DlTlaloll ol the Deputmeat 
advlaed that he lnteada to procNd to U.mphla oa 10/1/88, to dtlcuu 
the eue ta detail wt.th Kr. Cuale. Ow• atated that prior to his 
deputue hewoaldflll"IWda • a •monndulacMallcwldehaddlttoMl 
nport1 •bolalcl bt fvatsi.d ·to Kr. Caaale at tbla tlml. 

,, 

Mr. CU.Je Jaaa Wormed u tJaat he hu experlwtd ao 
dela1 i,, u. PBX·• fvalebbtl Mm ,-t1a11t re,orte, ta tact lie bu _stated 
tbattlleeoopentioabetWMlllueffloeudthe FBIJaaa .... ~. 
Mr. Ca•le stated lie la well lltlafted-wlth the nporta ,r•.U, la his 
poueaeloa. u ti-, eoataia the facta aacl ffldne• ,utlMat to tile 
proeee1dloa of~ cue la atate covt. Be atated Jae la, llowner, deslroua 
of obt1lal111 nporia rel&Uag to the fagltl'N upeeta aace thtJ e1eu1J 
4ttJtabllah Ray's ftlc)U'N ltatu Nld. Jds w of mloU altuee to &Told 
ap8M9Uloa. Be fvtllff adv1Nd Uat tlae oat, ,urpoae of hla letter wu 
to ............ Deputaent !Ito taldac aettu, Md Ile NAllHd 'the delay 
la funlehbc pertlaeat reports la atb1IMdlla aolelJ to tile l)eputmM 
·uc1aotta.eFBL 
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Mr. Tolson
Mr. DcLoach
Mr. Mohr

ROBERT K. DWYER HIL M. CANALE, JR. WILLIAM D Mr. Bishop
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT JAMES C. B Mr. CasperDISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL EWELL c. R

Mr. CallahanJEWETT H.
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OFTENNESSEE

LLOYD A. RHODES J. CLYDC M. Mr. Conrad
PRINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT COUNTY or SHILBY SAM J. CAT, Mr. Felt

LEONARDr MD. Gale
CLAY N. SA Rosen

JOHN L. CARLISLE SHELEY COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING ARTHUR Y.

H. J. DEACH PHILLIP E. Mr. Sullivan
MUTCHINSON. JR. 157 POPLAR AVENUE T.E. CRAWI Mr. Tavel

GEORGE A. BECKER MEMPHIS, TENN. 38103 DON D. STR Mr. Trotter
RIMINAL INVESTIGATORS DON A. DIN Tele. Room

JAMES P. a
JOSEPH L. , Miss Holmes

EARL E. FITZPATRICK September 27, 1968 BILLYF. GR Miss Gandy
NON-SUPPORT DIVISION

Hon. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
Dept. of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530

Dear Mr. Pollak: In Re: State of Tennessee vs.
James Earl Ray

As you probably know, we have been doing extensive
pre-trial work getting ready for the trial in the above
styled matter on November 12, 1968. Prior to this time,
we have received a number of investigative reports from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, but there are some

reports which we desperately need in preparing for this
case which have not yet been tendered to us. In some

instances, we have received laboratory reports pertain-
ing to certain physical evidence, but have not received
the field reports which would indicate to us who recovered
the evidence that was examined in the laboratory, and
how and by whom same was transmitted to the laboratory
for examination. of course, we have to keep intact the
chain of evidence in presenting this material at the
trial.

It is urgently requested that, as soon as possible,
this office be furnished with any and all available in-
vestigative reports originating and emanating from the
following localities, whether such reports have been
submitted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, local
law enforcement, or agencies outside the continental
United States.

I make specific reference to the need for reports
from the following localities: -

Chicago, Illinois 16 SEP 30 1968
New York City
Canada

mans
10/1/68

London, England (We do have the
Scotland Yard report.)

I ' ' 

~ ;\'\ 

. &IL M. CANALE, JR,' 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL ' 

P'IP'Tltl'.NTH JUDICIAL c1RCU1T o,, n:tmnur: 
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>MINIITMTIVI AUIITANT COUNTY 01' CHIC\.DY 

JOHN L, CARt.lSLE CHCUSY COUNTY Ol"l"ICIC DUIU>IHQ ... 
H,.J,D£ACH 1157 POP'UR AVENUC: . L HUTCHINSON, JR, 

GtoRG£: A, BECKER 
IUMINA', &NVl:•TlOAT_O"a 

MltM,-HIS, TICHN, 3810S 
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September 27, 1968 

, 

Ho.n • Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
Dept. of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Pollak: In Re: State of Tennessee vs. 
James Earl Ray 

As ·you probably know, ·we have been doing extensive 
pre-trial work getting ready for the trial ·in the above 
styled matter on November 12, 1968. ··Prior to this time, 

· we have received a number of inve.stigativc reports from 

\ 

the Federal Bureau of .Investigation, but there are some 
·reports which we desperately need in prepnring for th_is 
case which have not yet been ten de red to us.· In some 
instances, we have received 1aboratory reports pertain­
'ing to certain physical evidence, but havn not received · 
the field reports which would indicate ~o us who recovered 
the evidence that was examined .in the laboratory, and 
how and by whom same was transmitted to the laboratory 
for examination. Of course, we have to knep intact th_e 
chain of evidence in presenting this matel·ial at the 
trial. · 

It is urgently requested that, as soon as possible, 
this office be furnished with any and all available in­
vestigative reports originating and emanating from the · 
following localities, whether such report!j have been 
submitted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, .local 
law enforcement,·· or agencies outside the continental 
United States. 

to the need for reports I · I make specific reference 
from the followi~g localities: 

. /~e:1-• I 11 
•I ,_ (} -

Mr.Tolson?:::: 
'.\l.r. D¢Loa! -
Mt, Mohr_ .. 
Mt. Bishop-
Mr,Caspei:~ 
'.\l.r.Callfu~ 
M,r. Conrad __ 

Mr. r'elt 
~~ale L. 
'.\t':'m'se#i✓" 
'.\Ir. Sullivan_ 
'.\ll', Tave! 
~l.r. Trotter_ 
T.cle.Room-
:,\fiss Holrces _ 
Miss Gandy_ 

. .,,,, , .. ~ ' ' , 
'."ktt-<-r. ,, 

c;,lv . /tP 
~(\r7.0"' vi.. ~0 

Chicago, Illinois 
New York City 
Canada 

1 a SEP 30 1968 

yJi \ '"<i f, , 
10 I 

London, England (We do have the 
Scotland Yard report.) 
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Mexico
Lisbon, Portugal.

Also, since the last report submitted to this office
from field offices of the Federal Burcau of Investigation
dated May 17, we have received no reports since that date,
and we would like to have the results of any supplemental
investigations. I refer specifically to the possible sup-
plemental investigations from Atlanta, Georgia, Los An-

geles, California, Birmingham, Alabama, New Orleans,
Louisiana, Kansas City, Missouri, and Newark, New Jersey.

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, I
am

Sincerely yours,

(that
Zn. SamalJPHIL M. CANALE, JR.

District Attorney General

PMC:mm
CC: Hon. Ramsey Clark

Attorney General of the U.S.
Dept. of Justice
Washington, D. C.

CC: Hon J. Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
506 01 d P. 0. Bldg.
Washington, D. C. 20535

What
due ts?

is our
delay

H

.. 
·'!lil"\ 

C • - ' 
#J,> 

..... . ' 

. ~ 
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l Mexico 
Lisbon, Portugal. 

Also, since the last report submitt6d td this office 
~rom field offices of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
dated May 17, we have received no reports since that date, 
and we would like to have the results of any supplementa~ 
investigations. I refer spocifically to the possible sup­
plemental investigations. from Atlanta, Georgia, Los An- · 
geles, California, Birmingham, Alabama, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, Karsas City, Missouri, and Newark, New Jersey. 

Thanki~g you for your assistance in this matter, I 
am 

Si~.c~rcl: yours, 

6{;,JJ. ~-C~cJl .·. 
PHIL M. CANALE, JR. · / 
District Attorney General 

PMC:mm 
CC:, Hon. Ramsey Clark 

Attorney General of the U.S. 
Dept. of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

~ H~n. J. Edgar Hoover 
~ Director 

: Federal Bureau,of Investigation 
506 Old P.O. Bldg. . 
Washington, D. C. 20535 
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MURKIN
MEMOFile

Mr. DeLoach September 27, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop

SYNOPSIS:
This is the case involving the murder of

Martin Luther King, Jr. Judge W. Preston Battle, Memphis,
Tennessee, issued a court order on September 18, 1968, for
the defense to inspect, copy or photograph items and docu-
ments of evidence in relation to trial of James Earl Ray on
state charges, which include penal records and psychiatric
reports of Ray. Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., who is handling the
state's prosecution advised order is in reference to evidence
now in possession of Memphis Police Department, and he does
not intend to exhibit to the defense any reports contained in
our investigative reports furnished to him by us. Represen-tatives of Mr. Canale were in our laboratory reviewing
evidence recovered by us and in our possession. Any evidence
they request and we turn over to them will be subject to in-
spection by the defense. The Department has advised it will
no doubt be necessary to turn over some of our evidence to
Memphis authorities. Evidence recovered by Memphis is under
very strict control of Mr. Canale.

ACTION:
This matter is being followed closely, and the

Department is being furnished a copy of the court order.

BACKGROUND:
Judge W. Preston Battle, Criminal Court of Shelby

County, Memphis, Tennessee, issued a court order on September 18
1968, for the defense to inspect, copy or photograph items and
documents of evidence in relation to the trial of James Earl Ray
on state charges. The items and documents of evidence includes
firearm, automobile and objects found therein, guest registersof hotels, motels and rooming houses, penal records of Ray,

Enclosure

REL:jms
(7) CONTINUED - OVER

..... 

' . 

Mr. DeLoach 

A. Rosen 

MURKIN 
.. 
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• .• rf'r-v~lv'tJ . 
~~•f'O f,_,~ -~ 
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' -1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan EP- Mr. Long 
l - Mr. Bishop 
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reports of Ray. Mr. Phil M. Canale, Jr., who is handling the 
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not intend ~o exhibit to the defense any reports contained in 
our investigative reports furnished to him by us. Represen­
tatives of Mr. Canale were in our laboratory reviewing 
evi_dence recovered by us and in our possession. Any evidence 
they request and we turn over to them will be subject to in­
spection by the defense. The Department bas advised it will 

·no doubt be necessary to turn over some of our evidence to 
MemP.his authorities. Evidence recovered by Memphis is under 
very strict c~ntrol of Mr. Canale. 

ACTION: 
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Department is being furnished a copy·of the court order. 
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Judge W. Preston Battle, Cr~mina·1 Court of Shelby 1 County_, Memphis, Tennessee, issued a court order on September 18, 
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of hotels,.motels"and rooming houses, penal records of Ray, 
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Rosen to DeLoach memorandum
RE: MURKIN

psychiatric :reports of Ray, television sets, binoculars, or
other tangible objects purportedly used or handled by Ray.
The judge in this court order denied the defendants motion
to produce ballistic and weapons test.

Mr. Phil M. Canale, State Attorney General, Shelby
County, Memphis, Tennessee, who is handling the state's prose-
cution advised the order is in reference to the evidence now in
possession of his department as recovered at the scene of the
assassination by the Memphis Police Department. It is noted that
the court order cites penal records of Ray and psychiatric re-
ports. Reports such as these are contained in the results of
investigative reports furnished to Mr. Canale, with Departmental
approval. In relation to this Mr. Canale has advised the court
order does not refer to the investigative reports furnished to
him and he does not intend to exhibit these to the defense.

Three representatives from Mr. Canale's office were
in our laboratory reviewing the evidence recovered by us and
which is in our possession. According to Mr. Canale, when any
of our evidence is turned over to them at their request, the
Defense has the legal right to inspect this evidence. There
appears to be nothing objectionable in this, as the Department
has advised that it will no doubt be necessary to turn some of
our evidence over to the Memphis authorities.

Mr. Canale has advised that Arthur J. Hanes, attorneyfor James Earl Ray, has inspected some of the evidence in pos-
session of Memphis authorities and Hanes has not made any re-
quests whatsoever for inspection of evidence in the FBI's pos-
séssion. Mr. Canale has further advised the evidence as recov-
ered by the Memphis Police Department is under his own verystrict control and the utmost security is being maintained to
insure the evidence is preserved.

- 2 -

-· Rosen to DeLoach ~emorandum 
RE: . MURKIN 

-•• 
psychiatric :reports of Ray, television sets, bjnoculars, or 

· other tangible objects purportedly used or handled by Ray. 
The judge in this court order denied the defendants motion 
to p~oduce ballistic and weapons test. 

,., Mr. Phil .M. Canale, State Attorney General, Shelby 
County, Memphis,.Tennessec, who is handling the state's ·prose­
cution advised the order is in reference to the evidence now in 
possession of his department as recqvered at the scene of the 
assassination by the Memphis Police 'Department. It is note!i that 
the court order cites penal records of Ray and psychiatric ·re­
ports. Reports such as these are contained in the results of 
investigat•ive reports furnished to Mr. Canale, with Departmental 
approval. ·1n relation ·to this Mr. Canale has advised the court 
order does·not refer to the investigative reports furnished to 
him and he a·oes not intend· ·to cxhibi t these to the defense. 

Three representatives from Mr. Canale's office were 
in our laboratory reviewing the evidence recovered by us and 
which is in o~r possession. According to Mr. Canale, when any 
of our evidence is turned over to them at ·their request, the 
Defense has ~he legal right ~o inspect this evidence. There 
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IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE

STATE OF TENNESSEE

VS. No. 16645
(Murder)

JAMES EARL RAY, Alias

ORDER

This cause having come on for hearing on September 6, 1968,

on defense. Motion for Discovery, the Court having heard arguments of

counsel for the State of Tennessee and for the defense, and being

otherwise fully advised in the prémises,

It is, therefore, ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DECREED as follows:

The defense Motion for Production of books, papers, documents

and tangible objects is hereby granted as to the following: Any fire-
arm or other weapon belonging to Defendant or allegedly used in com-

mitting the crime charged; Any automobile allegedly owned or operated

by Defendant and any and all objects found therein; Documents, partic-

ularly guest registers, pertaining to any hotel, motel, rooming house

or other purported place of residence, temporary or permanent, of De-

fendant from April 23, 1967, until June 8, 1968, and of the alleged

victim of the crime charged from March 25, 1968, through April 4, 1968;

Any photographs in possession of the Attorney General purportedly show-

ing Defendant or others sought in connection with the crime herein

charged; Penal records of Defendant, including any and all medical,

optometric, or psychiatric reports contained therein or produced while

Defendant was in custody of any authority; Any military records of

Defendant in the possession of the Attorney General, including results

of medical, optometric, or psychiatric tests and results of proficiency

tests; Passports, visas and applications therefor; Manifests, passen-

ger lists, tickets, or other documents pertaining to transportation of

or travel by Defendant; Any fingerprints found on tangible objects

. ... 

IN THE CRIMINAL COURT OF ·S!iELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

STATE OF TENNESSEE 
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JAMES EARL RAY, Alias 

ORDER 

No. 16645 
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. 
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,tests; Passports, visas and applications therefor; Manifests, passen-. 
ger lists, tickets, or o~her documents pertaining to transportation of 

or travel by Defendant; Any fingerprints found on tangible objects 
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named or, produced herein; Any fingerprints used or displayed in any

search for Defendant; Expended slugs 'from a firearm, or fragments

thereof; Bullets, hulls, shells or casings, expended or unexpended;

Maps, television sets, binoculars, or other tangible objects pur-

portedly used or handled by Defendant; Logs and records of calls
made over the radio network of any law enforcement agency of Shelby

County, Tennessee, during the period of April 4, 1968 through April 5

1968; The names and addresses of all witnesses for the State in this
cause; Any and all statements, signed or unsigned, attributed to or

purportedly made by Defendant and any and all statements made in
thig
a.g.H.presence of the Defendant to which nobe of his reaction was mades Any

bank or trust company records pertaining to Defendant, his accounts or

transactions by or concerning him.

The Attorney for Defendant shall be allowed to inspect, copy,

or photograph the above named items and documents at such reasonable

time, place and manner as shall be mutually convenient to the Attorney
for the State .and the Attorney for Defendant; The terms of such in-
spection shall remain under the supervision and control of the Court.

The Defendant's Motion to Produce ballistic and weapons tests
and reports thereof is hereby denied as being the work product of a

law enforcement officer or Attorney for the State.

Done this 18th day of
September

, 1968.

UNPuston Batter
OK RobertkDesign

Judge, Division 3, Criminal Court of Shelby
County, Tennessee

Efection
atty

9/18/68
affroved by

athourly sharesna

-· 
2 - • 
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time, place and manner as shall be mutually convenient to the Attorney 

for the State•and the Attorney for Defendant; The terms of such in­

spection shall remain under the· supervision and control of the Court. 

The Defendant's Motion to Produce ballistic and weapons tests 
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and reports thereof is hereby denied as being the work product of a 

·1aw enforcement officer or Attorney for the st·ate. 
. tt . ~ . ., 

Done this ti - ,dc..y of ----~~.,._1f__.S:~-\,'V\..;~v~<.._.,,,.::::;,;,.._ ______ ., 1968. 

. . . . 

. . : ' . Ll~'Pllt~:t~ ~-
_.,, J .fJ- ·. {) -~~ 'Judge, Division 3, Criminal Court of 
~~~County, Tennessee p-..,-(/ ·, . 

.. 

Shelby 

. . 
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9/20/68

AIRTEL AM

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) P

MURKIN.

Submitted herewith for the assistance and informationof the Bureau is copy of the order issued in instant case dealingwith evidence. It is noted the order was not prepared until
9/18/68.

In addition, there are submitted herewith copies ofsix letters. Five of these were prepared by JAMES EARL RAY, two
being written by RAY to his brother JERRY, one to J. B. STONER, oneto ARTHUR HANES, and one to a firm of solicitors in London. Thesixth is a copy of letter received by subject RAY from his brother
JERRY.

3 BUREAU (Enc. 7)
1 MEMPHIS

RGJ:BN
(4)

,< • 
~ . : .... ~ .. ·. ·, _·.~: t :: ;')· ft-• 

'.' 
; . .._ 

'., .. 

· 9/20/68 

AIRTEL 

TO : ·: ~IRECTOR, FJ3I ( 44-38861·)-' -· 
. . 
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mJRKIN. . - · 
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RGJ:BN 
'(4)' 
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Murism
MR. TROTTER 9-26-68

below
S. F. Latona

MURKIN

Mr. Robert K. Dwyer, Special Assistant to the
District Attorney of Memphis, Tennessee; Mr. James Beasley,
Assistant District Attorney; and Mr. John Carlyle, Investigator
for the District Attorney's Office, today, visited the Identification
Division and discussed with Fingerprint Examiner George J.
Bonebrake what his testimony will be at the trial of this case in
Memphis scheduled to begin November 12, 1968.

Mr. Dwyer and Mr. Beasley expressed their opinion
that the fingerprints of James Earl Ray, taken following his return
to Memphis, will not be admissible and requested that all latent
fingerprint Identifications be charted using fingerprints of Ray taken
following his arrest in London. These prints are now on file in
Memphis in the District Attorney's Office and will be forwarded to
the Identification Division by registered mail on September 27, 1968.

Mr. Dwyer believes that the prints of Ray taken in
Memphis will not be admissible as they were taken after he was
placed in custody and represented by counsel.

Mr. Bonebrake will subsequently be advised when to
appear in Memphis.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information.

44-38861

1 Mr. Rosen

GJB:psp
(4)

• 
'MR. TROTTER 

s. F. Latona 

'MURKIN 

' ' 
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Mouthin
MEMO

1- Mr. Conrad 1-Sir.Griftith
1 - Mr. Mortimer 2-Mr. Jevons

Sir. Courad
Fowlei,

9/26/68

W. D. Griffith Long
MURKIN

Reference is made to my memo 9/24/08 advising that three
representatives of the Attorney General's office inMemphia would be arriving
at the Eureau to go over the evidence in this case on Wednesday, 9/25/68.

Yesterday Mr. Robert K. Dwyer, Special Assistant to the Attorney
General; Mr. James Beasley, Assistant District Attorney, and Mr. John Cariyle,
Investigator for the District Attorney's office came to the Laboratory to discuss
evidence connected with and expert testimony belived to be necessary at the
forthcoming trial of James Earl Ray. Supervisor Richard E. Long of the
General Investigative Division participated in the discussions.

Is the Physics and Chemistry Section detailed discussions were had
concerning firearms aspects of the case with BA R. A. Franier and the hairs
and fibers evidence with SA M. S. Clark. In the Document Section they discussed
possible document testimony with SA James H. Mortiner. Section Chief Roy H.
Jeyons participated in all of the conferences concerning Physics and Chemistry
testimony and Iwas present during the discussions concerning documentary
evidence and document testimonay.

The gentlemen from the Attorney General's office inMemphis advised
in detail the specific physical evidence that would be introduced at the trial and
the expert testimony concerning this evidence as represented by Laboratory reports
previously submitted and made available to the localprosecutor. They didnot ask
for any evidence but simply reviewed that which was available along with the
pertinent testimony. Attached is a list setting forth the Laboratory number and
description of each item of physical evidence of pertinence to the forthcoming trial.

They advised that additional evidence will be subcalited in all
probability. Included in such possible additional evidence will be letters which
Ray has written to the Memphis Judge, to the Shbriff and local court officials is
connection with his current incarceration. These letters may be useful as known
44-38861
Inclosure
1 to Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. DeLeach
D Str. Rosen CONTINUED - OVER

Mr. Trotter
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad
Re: MURKIN

standards in connection with document testimony and may simplify the problem of
authenticating known writing. In this particular connection, at their request, we
will prepare a report directed to the local prosecutor setting forth results of our
follow-up examinations and comparisons.

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information.

2

Memorandum to Mr. Conrad 
Re:·MURKIN 
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authenticating .knowa writing. Jn this particular connection, at their ·request, we 
·will prepare a .report directed to the local prosecutor setting forth results of our 
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LIST OF EVIDENCE PERTINENT TO FORTHCOMING
TRIAL OF JAMES EARL RAY

Document Section -

Q86 Registration card of New Rebel Motel
Q262 Application for School Admittance

K5 Access to Safe Deposit Box, contract, ledger card and
undated letter

QC288 Canadian Money Order
Q134 Enrollment form - Locksmithing

Q215 Envelope postmarked Canada to Locksmithing
Q216, Q219, Bank of American money orders
Q221, Q223

Q326, Q327 Coupon of Modern Photo Bookstore, handwritten letter
dated 9/26/07

Q130 - Q133 Three typewritten letters
Order blank from Superior Bulk Film Company

Q258, Q259 Interview card, enrollment agreement - Dance Studio

Q141 Provincial Motel registration card

QC367 Hand printed note signed "Ramon George Sneyd"

Q226 Post Office Department Application for Delivery form

Q260 Change ofAddress form

Q173 Change of Address order, 7/25/68

Q337 Post Office Department Form 1583(Application for Delivery of
Mail Through Agent)

KC4 Photos of transfer of 1967 Alabama license, tag receipt,
Application for Alabama driver's linense

. 
- . - • 
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Firearms: -
Q2 .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington "Gamemaster" slide-

action rifle, Model 760, Serial Number 461476, with Redfield
telescope sight, Serial Number A17350, with clip

Q3 .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington-Peters cartridge case

Q4-Q12 Nine .30-06 Springfield caliber cartridges (five Remington-
Peters and four R-A-55) in Peters cartridge box, Index
Number 3033

Q64 Bullet from body

on Board from windowsill in bathroom

Q72 .243 Winchester caliber Remington bolt-action rifle,
Model 700, Serial Number 283749 from Aeromarine
Supply Company

Hairs and Fibers -
Q Rifle box for Browning .243 Winchester caliber rifle,

Serial Number 474425

Q13 Large green and brown cloth

Q15 Zipper bag

Q26 White and yellow towel

Q29, Q30 Pair of black socks

Q38 Hairbrush

Q69 Undershorts

Q95 Dark blue short-sleeved sweat shirt

Q97 One white fitted sheet

Q98 One black and white shirt jacket

Q99 One pillowcase

• 
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Hairs and Fibers (continued) -
Q100 One fitted sheet with yellow thread

Q102 One pair of size 34 walking shorts

Q103 Rug from trunk

Q104 Pillow from trunk

Q105 Styrofoam container from trunk

QU4 Vacuum sweepings from front passenger side floor

Q115 Vacuum sweepings from left front floor

Que " " " rear floor

Q117
19 " " trunk

Q206 Green sofa pillow

Q207 Bed sheet

Q208 Bed sheet

Q243 Piece of brown thread with needle

K487 Head hair sample from James Earl Ray

. .. .. -

T 

• 
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1 - N/I. Commission -Mr. Griffith
1 Mr. Mortimer 2-Mr. Jevons

Mr. Conrad 9/26/68

W. D. Griffith

MURKIN

Reference is made to my memo 9/24/68 advising that three
representatives of the Attorney General's office in Memphis would be arriving
at the Bureau to go over the evidence in this case on Wednesday, 9/25/68.

Yesterday Mr. Robert K. Dwyer, Special Assistant to the Attorney
General; Mr. James Beasley, Assistant District Attorney, and Mr. John Carlyle,
Investigator for the District Attorney's office came to the Laboratory to discuss
evidence connected with and export testimony belived to be necessary at the
forthcoming trial of James Earl Ray. Supervisor Richard E. Long of the
General Investigative Division participated in the discissions.

In the Physics and Chemistry Section detailed discussions were had
concerning firearms aspects of the case with SA R. A. Frazier and the hairs
and fibers evidence with SA M. S. Clark. In the Document Section they discussed
possible document testimony with SA James H. Mortimer. Section Chief Roy H.
Jevons participated in all of the conferences concerning Physics and Chemistry
testimony and was present during the discussions concerning documentary
evidence and document testimony.

The gentlemen from the Attorney General's office in Memphis advised
in detail the specific physical evidence that would be introduced at the trial and
the expert testimony concerning this evidence as represented by Laboratory reports
previously submitted and made available to the local prosecutor. They did not ask
for any evidence trui simply reviewed that which was available along with the
pertinent testimony. Attached is a list setting forth the Laboratory number and

description of each item of physical evidence of pertinence to the forthcoming trial.

They advised that additional evidence will be submitted in all
probability. Included in such possible additional evidence will be letters which
Ray has written to the Memphis Judge, to the Sheriff and local court officials in
connection with his current incarceration. These letters may be useful as known
44-38861
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Refetence is made to my memo 9/24/68 advising that three , . 
rcpre.senta.tlves of the Attorney G-eneral's office in 11emphis would be arriving 
at the Bureau to &'O over tho cvicte-neo in this case on Vlednesday, 9/25/68. 

Yestorcb.y 1.ir. Robert J~. Dwy~r, Special Assistant to the Attorney 
Gc."leral; :Mr.James Beasley, Assistant District Attorneys- and :in:. John Carlyle, 
Investigator !or the District Attorney's of!ice catne to the Laboratory to dlsctiss 
ovldence connected with and expert testhnony bellvcd to be necessary at tho 
!oi~conring trial of ,James Earl ·Ray. Su~rvisor Richard E. Long o.t the 
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In the Physics anit Chemistry Section detailed discussions wero had 
concerning firearms aspects of the case with SA R. A. Frazier and the hairs 
and fibers evidence ,iith SA 1.t. s. Clark. In tho Document Seetion they discussed 
possible document testimony \\•ith SA .James II. Mortimer. SecUon Chief Roy H .. 
Jcvons participated in all of the conferences concerning 1?hysics and Che1:."llstry 
testimony and I \1Ja0 present during tho discussions concerning documentary 
evidence and document testimony. 

The gentlornen from the Attorney General's office in ,M'.emphl8 oo"vlsed 
In detail the specific physieal evidence that would be introduced at the trial and 
the expert testiu1ony concerning th!G evidence as ·1·epresented by Labomtor-1 reports 
previously submitted nnd made available} to the local prosec-u.tor. They did not ask 
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They advis<..'<i that rukUtlonal evidence will be submitted in all 
probability. Included ln such poosiblo Qddltional evidence mil h~ letters which 
Ray has written to. the ?.iemphls Judge, to tho S:~ ·and local court ofiicials .in 
connection with-his current incarcoration. Those lette1·.s may be useful as 1mown 
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad
Re: MURKIN

standards in connection with document testimony and may simplify
the problem of authenticating known writing. In this particular connection,
at their request, we will prepare a report directed to the local prosecutor
setting forth results of our follow-up examinations and comparisons. They
also anticipate submitting clothing which was found in Ray's suitcase at the
time he was arrested for purpose of comparing certain brown sewing thread
with thread discovered on clothing found in a canvas Dag recovered at the
scene for the shooting.

RECOMMENDATION None. For information.

2

• 
J\!em.orandtun to :Mr. Conrad 
P~: MURKnT 

standards 1n eoru'lSCtion wit11 document testimony and may aimpllf y 
the problem of auU1enticating known writing. In this 1nu11cular connection, 

··at th~r request, we will pre~wo a report dlre-cted to the local prosecutor 
setting forth results of our follow-up examinations and comparisons.. -'111~1 
also anticipate submitting clothing which was found in Ray's suitcaso at the 
time he was arrested for r,urposo of eomr-aring certain b1"0tm $e,ving thread 
with th1·ead discovered on clothlng found in a canvas bag recovered at tho 
scene lot tho shooting. 
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