FBI - CENTRAL'RECORDS CENTER

HQ - HEADQUARTERS  PART4OFS WRITTEN ON THE

Class /Caso # Sub Vol. Serial#
0190 709 . - . 5 231 ONLY

8/19/1351241

UIIHIIIMI il

i RRPOOAUQTY

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




v n o v . omfa -
BTG IARNST S

- ‘ v -
3 N
o
) Y . - f - - - p
- C Ao z N .

- ES = Y - - . ’
- LI - a B - .

3 . . e

- - o ° T
N - - . DR
- - - - . - - - . . .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




‘L'Z[.xsaox 6,2-3,7;—M T

B/ REVIEVED 7/5'/77

[A cowrare

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




FD-350 (IRev, 7-16-63)

o o

o

i

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

¢
-

DieRHS

Reward In Dr. King’s Death
Leans To $100,000—~Body
Taken To Atlanta

By JOIIN MEANS -,
Tre rewari fund for the ar-
rest and  ccaviction of Do
Martin  Luther King Jr's
murc‘c:’e:' Lrew 10 $100,600 yes-.
terday while the scarch for the
jassassia spread throughout the
'n'aiiom
Tre City Council guaranteed
ye&e'iay tounderwrite
$50,69 to be added to the
§25,000 offered Thursday by
u;. Commercial Appeal and
vdulO')sA! $25,000 put up by
Sc ipps-Howard  Newspapers
for 1t reward fund.
Toe body of the 38- year-oid
cmx xights Icader left Mem
pals ye&e*d“y moniag in 2
ronze casxet and & c':artcred
airlirer, The dcparg e came
shontly after zw arzival of the
nation’s top law enforcement
oificer, United States Atty.
Gen, Ramsey Clark, who con-
veyed Presideat Johnson's
personal  sympathy 0 Dr.
Kizng’s widow.

e,
f:.:l‘.‘ -

Mr_. Clark returned to Washe
ington last night, after an.
nouncing the investigation was
s-)r cxm “several Nrdred
miles from the borders o.
Teanessee.”

! ‘Atty. Gen, Clark, in 2 hastily
conference yé s;erday afternoon”,
s2id  evidence “indcates a
single indivdual, There is no
revidence of @ wdespread plot.”
! He said the investigation has
igiready widened to scveral
jStates, and it ““will spread 2s
iar as the evideace takes LS.
|It has al ready spread several
-h indred miles from the bound
ries of Te’xuessce now.”

< Tign Do King s funcral is
scheduled at 10: 30 alm."ues-
¢ay in Azianw, his moumers
were roaking plans to come to
Memphis Monday from all
parts of the nation, to partici-
pate in R protest marchin his’
memory. The marck was orig- .
yinally scheduled on behalf of *
I.i‘e city's striking sanitation
workers, but it took oa far
greater meaning  after Dr.
King's assassina tion on 2 bal.
cony at the Lorraine Motel i in
Thursday’s twilight,

Federa! Judze Bailey
Brown, wro  had “issued an
order restraining Dr. King's’
march plans earlier in the
week, yesterday agreed to lift]

the court ban, suchct to s“veA-

al’ restrictions. Thé lire of

mdrch from Clayborn Te*np*e

to City Hall was spelled outin

the order, which allows it be-

tween 11 2.m.and 3 p.m. Moz~

day. Marchers are limited to

ranks of four abreast, in the

middle of the street,

Anothier march wound single-
file down Main to City Hall
and back to Clayborn Temple
yesterday afternoon. It in-
cluded about 200 sanitation
workers and their sympathiz+
ers. :

It was the second march of
the day to City Hall. Earlier, &
group of 350 ministers, rabbis
and priests, led by the Very
Rev. William E. Dimmick,
dean of St. Mary’s Catiedral
(Episcopal) walked from St.
Mary's to Mayor Locb’s office
to plead with him to end the
strike.

The Memphis Ministers As-
sociation announced it lel'
sponsor 2 city memorial serve
ice for Dr. King at 2 p.m,
Sunday at Evernree*x Pres-
byterian Church.

Church leaders in other
parts of the nation responded
to the news of Dr. King's
deatn. In Nashville, the execu-
tive secretary of the huge
Southern  Baptist Coavention,
Dr. Porter W. Routh, calied on
ministers of the entire Coaven:

Ao aeg.
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tion to devote Sunday servicesy~

to prayers for “failure to prac-
tice Caristian brotherhood.”
Ard in Atlanta, the Southern
Presbyterian Church’s Board
of National Ministries voted
eag $3,600 to the sanitation
workers “so Martin Luther;
King will not have died in

miination were asked for ad-

“There scemed to be 2 littla
more saifer aetivity,” ke said,

but we're just playing the
same record on the same song
and the same tune as last
time,- except we've gol more
people committed this time.””

Ed

Jack Gregnbers, director of
New York’s NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund, was in Memphis
yesterday. “When there’s a
death in the family, you go,”
he said in explanation of his
Presence nere.

Dr. King's Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference
got 2 new leader yesterday.
His vice president and chief
lieuteaant, Dr. Ralph Aber-
nathy. quictly took over com-
mand of the organization he

power militants, agal
fami ] (
wnd sheriff’s deputies wnose

Inosed another problem yester-

by black
inst the
lics of police officers

‘threats, apoarently

names have been mentioned in
aews stories during the xioling

day. A spokesman for the
Sheriff's office said moxe than
25 auxiliary deputies are row
ticd up protecting these fami-
lics, and asked the city’s news-
papers to avoid using officers’
names ‘cxcept when absolutely
necessary.

helped Dr. King found in 1938.
It was Dr. Abernathy who was

Brig. Gen. Robert W. Akin,: cradling the bleeding nead of

vain” All pastors of the de- the State adjutant gereral, saidl his leacer in his lapwhen the
in Nashville last might that' ampulance ardved at the

The murder brought more
efforts to end the sanitation
sirike that brought its viclim
<0 Memphis, as well as sympa-
thy for the strikers. )
Councilman Lewis R.

ditional coatributions. more than 1,080 additiona] ShOOHng scene. City

guardsmen from East Teanes-

“The bullet that killedthe 1= py5re1q0n JIJ said yesterday an

In Nashville, Gov. Buford
Ellington siepped into the sani-
tation workers” strike yester-
day, calling it “2 major Joag-
range  prodlem that should
have becn dealt with priorto
iais tinte.”” He suggested a fed-
eral miediator be called inand
that “both sides move toward
immediate and serious nego-
tiations. This prolonged situa-
tion has ziready been marved
3y two deaths and many injus
sies. The public interest de-

'

see will be zigifted to Mem-
phis Sunday.

“The troops will be moved
to critical areas to 2dd to and
relieve troops already commit-
ted.” General Akin said.

The force, 3,800 mien, is
about the same, but fewer of
them are being held in reserve
in bivouac areas, he said,

Support for Monday's
march, and for the cause jt
originally championed, came
from many sections of the na-

RS IpRR

mc:t_nds'immedi'ate and sincere ¢ion.

2800 :{'_11 both sides.” ., In New York, Roy Wilkins
_He said he was “grateful to executive director of the Na:
the vast wzjority of citizens of tional Association for the Ad-
boihh races for exercising re- vancemeat of Colored People
siraint and good judgment telegraphed NAACP ch’apters"
in the face of 2 tragic occur- throughout the nation, suggest-

Tence.” ] ing that its members join in ans (fmgerpnﬂrff a*nclﬁtfa Pd' ward fund.. up to $50,000. Ned
The other death he re- the memorjal observance, ob- Prints) that may establish the ok, grain broker and loag-

f' mod @ was thatof a young Serve a two-week mourning
Negro who was shot by a po- period by wearing black am-
lice officer during violence bands, and send contributions
that broke outlast week after 10 the Memniphis NAACP chzp-
Dz. Kiag’s first attempt to lead ter for a defense fund for per-
2 march though downtown Sons arrested in last week's
Memphis. Propesty damage march. ‘
duzing: the Jooting that fol- Tommy_ Powell, president of
lowed amounted to half 2 mil-| the  35,000-member Memphis
lien dollars, and scores of inju- Labor Council, said, “We have
ricz and arecsts followed. called for the mayor to resign.
- . I Heel that Henry Loebis the
TheTenness ce Nationall cause of the national strife
G‘:.'_aro. which had left Mem- we've had in the last 24 hours
phis oaly the day before after because of the anti-union and
2n uncasy, week, was rushed racist ‘attitude, He refuses {o
back Taursddy night after the let people have basic rights
siaying. Lt. Col. James Gill, such as union recogaition and
exseutive _cificer of the Guard a duds checkoff.”
force, suid Thursday night's InWashington, George

““ ie travhle’® capan I T i
sporacic troudbie™ szemedto Meany, presidest of the AFL- _with the assassination

wooss encopntered the week .tribution by the\union head-
»

bz a bit heavier than tke' CIO, announced\a $20,000 con-
belore. \:

. quarters for the strikers.
O

'
.
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tion’s foremost civil rights,

leader came from 2 bathroomi

in a rooming house at 4181/2!;
South Main, a block away, ac-
cording to fire and police di-
rector Frank Holloman. “Ican
only tell you we are proceeding
,and will eventually solve the
murder,” Mr. Holloman said.
yesterday, but he refused to
Zpsculate when a break might
come in the nation’s most wide-|
1y publicized murder since the
1563 slaying of Presideat John
¥, Kennedy.

Evidence in the case, Mr.i
Clark said, is considerably|
more than police “usuvally get
in cases like this”” But he
would nct elzborate,

“A number, of studies of

ictontity” of "the Shiper are
being made by police and FBI
agents, with the aid of the FBI
Laboratory in Washington.

““There have been scveral
names that have comeup...
but the names that have been
traiced ‘are not true names.”
He also 'saidnd evidence'india
cated participation by the Ku
Klux Klan, one of Dr. King's
most outspoken enemies,

What was thought to be 2
nax jor break in the case fizzled
out  yesterday, as Mr. Holl>
man announced that question-
ing of a bald-headed man ar-
rested near the rooming house
revealed he had no_goanection

——
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! not placed on ‘yesterday’s

unnamed Mempiis business-
man has offered $§25.000 to pay
the union dues of the WOXKeTS
for six months, to allow a cout-
ing-off period in the strike. |

The proposal drew objecs
tions from ‘one councilman, J.
0. Patterson Jr., and it was

council agenda. But council
approval of the move was not
thought necessary if it isac-
cepted by Mayor Heary Loed
and the strike leaders.

The council took two actions
in connection with the staying:
of Dr. King, adopting a resolu-
tion of sympaXhy o be sentio
Mrs. King, and agreeing toun-
derwrite 2 portion of the ¥e-

-

time friend of Mayor Loed,
told the Council ke could raise
most of the money from busi-
nessmen's coatributions if the
amount could be guaranteed.
Mrs., King was in Mempnls
briefly yesterday, but did TOY
leave the~American Airlines
-IElectra that brought her here
to claim the body of her mar-
tyred ‘husband. The plane was

placed at her disposal by Seaa-
tor Robert F. Kennedy (D-
N.Y.) and dispatched from
Nashville. Toe cost of me
chartered aircraft was, esiis
‘mated at $4.500.77
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Memphis Light, Gas & Wa-
ter DiviSiun iruuble calls “are
being screened carefully” in
the western part of north and
_|south Memphis — predomi-
nantly Negro .areas — but “if
it is a strict emergency and we
can get protection, we'll go in,
even if it is a troubled area,”
|said Steve Warren, public rela-
tions officer for LGW.

. At least two men were being

dispatched to every call, re-
gardless of location, and “if
it's a routine call,. it may be
the first of the week before we
get to it.”

Memphis Translt Authority
buses ran on schedule yester-
day, but were pulled off the
streets after dark. MTA presi-
dent Frank Ragsdale said 358
buses were damaged in Thurs-
day night's rampage. Most of
the damage was listed as bro-
ken windows, and there were
no reports of. injuries to driv-
€r's or passengers.

About 100 cases were tried in
City Court resulting from
Thursday night’s disorder, and
9 persons were bound over to
the state on charges ranging
from turning in a false fire
alarm to burglary and looting.

Most of the 806 police calls
yesterday were riot-connected,
and 240 persons were arrested
Thursday night and. yesterday,
including 11 juveniles and 18
women. Molotov cocktails
were responsible for about 75
of the 229 fire calls during the
same period.

Commerce, in a statement of
sympathy to Dr. King’s family
and associates, said the city
“will continue to work for still
more progress in human rela-
tions, and “intensify our own
efforts to effect justice and
equality and opportunities for
all citizens.”

But a statement from Jesse
H. Turner, president of the
Memphis Branch of the
INAACP, turned a deaf ear to
claims of progress in human
relations. Mr. Turner referred
to “the inept and racist leader-

tured by years of hatred and
bigotry withn the community,”
;and called on civic leaders t
I“rectify, rather .than pacify,

[P

The Memphis Chamber of!

ithese conditions.

ship of our community, nur- .

>

“There are those .in the

white comfunity who feel that| * .

the violent silencing of one civ-
il rights figher will halt the
Negro's progiess toward free-
dom; and there are Negroes
who feel that violence will pro-

pel us faster toward our,goal,”|

Mr. Turner said. “Both groups
are'wrong.” :

& =T
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THE WASHINGTON POST
A 22 Friday, Dec. 28,1973

JAMES EARL RAY
« « » claims innocence

~ King Slayer
Sues, Seeks
New Trial

By Albert Gore Jr.
8Bpecial to The Washington Post

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 27
—James Earl Ray filed a $500,-
000 damage suit against state
officials here today, charging
that he has been “falsely im-
prisoned for a crime he didn’t
commit.”

The confessed assassin of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
now serving a 99-year sentence
in the Tennessee state prison,
2lso asked the U.S. District
Court here to prevent his
transfer to a federal peniten-
tiary. Y ]
Interviewed through the
bars of his tiny cell today, Ray
said he was-concerned about

newspaper reports last week
that state officials have asked
the U.S. Bureau of Prisons
about procedures for transfer-
ring him to federal custody.

Ray, 41, typed the rambling
15-page lawsuit himself, claim-
ing at one point that his for-| |
mer attoraey, Percy Foreman
of Houston, had mishandled
vital information that could
have been used in his defense.
He has repeatedly charged ||
that . Toreman coerced him
into pleading guilty to the
murder of King.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Immediately after his guilty
plea in March of 1969, the pre-
siding judge cut off an at-
tempt by Ray to explain why
he did not agree with those
who said there was no conspir-
acy surrounding the assassina-
tion. "

He refused to. discuss the
erime yesterday but claimed
that he would"> “tell every-
thing” if only he could get a
new trial. Last April, a federal |
judge here turned down his
réquest for a new trial on
grounds that Ray had know-
‘ingly and voluntarily pleaded
guilty.

“If I can’t get to court, I'm
Just going to forget it,” he
said, adding that he saw no
point in giving his version of
the events surrounding King’s
death to the news media be-
cause, “I'd still be here.

“It would be libelous any-
way. It’s different proving
something in the newspapers
and proving it on the witness
stand.”

In his lawsuit, Ray charged
that he gave two telephone
numbers to Foreman, who in
turn gave them to another
lawyer to investigate. Ray
claimed that one of the num-
bers was traced to a Baton
Rouge, La., parish official who
was ‘“under the influence of a
Teamsters union official.”

The other number was
traced to a New Orleans man
who was “among other things,
an agent of a Mideast oriented [}

2 ‘organization” that Ray be-
lieves was concerned about re-
ports that King planned to an-
nounce his publie support of
the “Palestine Arab Cause.”

Ray declined to identify the
persons he believes the num-
bers were traced to. Asked if
he had ever called the num- |:;
bers, he said, “I’d rather not
go into that.”

Foreman told the Associated
Press in Houston that he had
no knowledge of the telephone
numbers. “We did find one
rurnaber and in checking it out
found that it was a New Orle-
ans bar,” Foreman said. “I
don’t know anything about a
Bstyn Rouge number but I be-
lieve we did check another
New Orleans number and it
turned out it had been discon-
ed.”

w o v
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At about 6 p.m,, on 4-4~68, while standing on
the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis,
Tennegsee, Martin Luther Xing, Jr., was struck in the
vight side of the face by a single hullet believed to have
been fired from n”rifle. Minutes after King was shot, »
white male was obsmerved to have dropped a bundle on the
sidewalk in front of a store near the scene of the arime.
Included in the abandoned articles was a rifle with a
telescopic sight which wag determined to have been purchased
on 3/29-30/68, in Birmingham, Alabama., Also found with
the rifle were undershorts, a T-shirt, binoculars, a
newspaper, an after shave lotion bottle, two unopened beer
cans, and & brown and green bedspread.

Ye eostablished that a person by using the name
of Eric S. Galt, who registered at a motel in Memphis,
Tennesses, on 4~-3-68, was 8 prime suspect in this case. Ve
also determined that Galt was driving a white Mustang auto-
nobile with Alabama license and this vehicle was abandoned
in Atlanta, Georgia on 4-5-68,

As a result of checking the fingerprints of
53,000 fugitives, the latent fingerprints found on the
rifle and other articles abandoned were determined to be

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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- identical with thome of James Earl Ray;,; who escaped on .

4-23-67, from Missouri State Penitentiary.

| Through extensive Bureau investigation and
through the cooperation of Canadian officials, it wag
determined that subject Ray was issued a Camadian pass-
port on 4~24-68, using name of Ramon George Sneyd, and
departed Toronto, Canada, for London, England, on 5-6-68,
Ray wam arrested 6-8-68, at London, England, as he was

attempting to enplane for Brussels, at’ vhichj.t(i‘me he was

found to he in possession of the Canadian passport in the
pame of Ramon George Sneyd. '

¥hen the subject was arrested, he had on his
pe;'son approximately $150 in British currenpf, and nothing
has been located to indicate any other funds are available
to him. ”Invest:lg:ition thus far dons’ not indicate Ray i=m
involved in a conspiracy. ’

Extradition proceedings commenced on 6-27-68,, '

‘at london, England, and these ,proceedingi have been contimued .

until 7-2-68.

At the pesk of this investigation 3,075 Field
Agents were assigned to this case, Bureau automobiles were
driven an estimated 332.,.849 milex, and it im estimmted
that more than 30,000 intqrvim;s have been conducted.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



JAMRS EARL RAY; ‘
‘MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR,, - VICTINM
CIVIL RIGHTS

_ Widespread public interest was gemerated by the FBX
civil rights investigation into the assamssination of
Martin Luther King, Jr., im April, 1968, The eatire facilities
of the YBI were committed to this investigation from the outset
and vwithin five days ‘the man then known as Xric 8. Galt was
developed as & prime suspect. V¥Within amother week s photograph
of this suspect had been obhtained snd the Attorney Genaral
considered sufficieat evidence had been developed to warrsat
Fedoral process under a Civil Rights Statute, Three days later,
from a check of lateat fingerprints sgainst those of white male
fugitives for whom "wanted" notices had been placed in the files
of the FBI ldentification Division, James Eaxl Rey was '
determined to be the true identity of Xric 8. Galt., At the
request of the FBI, Cansdisn authorities determined that a
Canadian passport had been issiued to Ray in the name of

‘Ramon George BSaeyd, and om June 8“1388, Rey was arrested by

Scétland Yard when he presented the Sneyd passport to travel
from london to Brussels, At the conclusion of extrsditiom

proceedings, Ray was returned to the United States in the custody

of ¥BI Agents and was turned over to local autborities in Memphis,
Tennesses, for state prosecution, : ‘ ’

The investigation to identify and locate James Earl

Ray iz a splendid exsmple of internstionsl police cooperation.
In addition to the extensive investigation conducted by the ¥FBI
in the United States, specific inquiries were made in more than
2 dozen foreign countries through FBY lisison reprasentatives,
The arrest of James Rarl Ray was the direct result of vigorous
investigation conducted by Canadian and British suthorities at
the request of the ¥BY.

On March 10, 1969, in State Court, Memphis, Tennessee,

. James Earl Ray emtered a plez of guilty to charges of murder, and

he xeceived s sentence of 99 years. The new attorneys for Ray
filed = motion for a new irisl, and on May 28, 1989, the Jjudge

' denied this motion for a new trisl.

il

o Attoxmeys for Ray have petitioned the Tennessee Court
of Appesls for Writ of Certiorari to have them review trial
record of Ray's conviction, A ruling on this petition Bay be
given on July 15, 1869, ‘

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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. ~ January 20, 1970 -

Since prosecutive action in this matter
has been handled exclusively in State Courts to date,
and the Department has not initiated any Federal
prosecutive action, you may desire to give
consideration to dismissing Federal process on the
conspiracy charge under Title 18, Section 241, ~
U. 8. Code which is still outstanding relative to
James Earl Ray.

You are requested to advise the Bureau of
your determination along these lines at your.
earliest convenience. .

| &MWW -
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Mr. DeLoach. - Jamuary 16, 1870 . 5
. g e S

i
MURKIN | 1 ar, MeDonough
1= Mr, Bishop  1.-Mr. Mok

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
Set forth hereunder is the current status of prosecutive action relative
to the subject, James Xarl Ray who is serving a 99 year sentence for
murder in the Tennessee State Penltentiary, Nashville, Tennessee,

STATUS OF STATE PROSECUTION:

,  OnJanvary 8, 1970, the Tennssses State Supreme Court denfed

- & petition by James Earl Ray for a new trial, In handing down the unanimous .
- (fowr judges sitting) decision, the eourt noted that Ray had knowingly pleaded

guilty in State Criminal Court to the slaying of King, that he had been

represented by competent counsel and had watves all rights of appeal in

, ~ 8AC, Memphis has advised that on January 12, 1970,

Jesse Clyde Mawson, Assistant State Attorney General, Shelby County,
Memphis, Tennessee, advised that the only other appeal recourse that
James Earl Ray has in connection with his conviction In the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr., is to file 2 motion under the Tennessoe "Post
Conviction Relief Act.” He stated that attorneys for Ray have not filed
such a motion to date; however, he amticipates that such 2 motion will be
{iled within the next thirty days. He assertod that there is no time
Hmitation for seth 2 motion to be filed in Ray's bebalf; however, the
longer that Ray waits to file such & motion hinders his chances of having
2 successful opinion rendered ia his behalf, X such a motion is filed and
is declined at the Shelby County Circuit Court level, Ray does have recourse
through the Appellate Court and St ¢ Supreme Court on this particular
m. '

 Mason stated that i Ray is wnsuccessful in obtaining a new
trial under the Tennessee "Post Conviction Relief Act," he then has
recourse through the Federal courts by a habeas corpus action claiming
that his constitutional rights have been violated in that his plea of guilty
to the murder charge was not given voluntarily, _ -

- EJMics(8) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memo Rosen to Del.oach
RE: MURKIN

STATUS OF FEDERAL PROSECUTION:

Federal process is still outstanding on Ray charging that he
and an individual who he alleged to be his brother conspired to interfere
with a constitutional rights of Martin Luther King, Jr., namely, the
Fight to travel freely from state to state. o ‘

'RELEASE OF INFORMAMON:

X is noted that consideration was previously given to the k
release of information regarding the Bursau's outstanding handling of this
investigation. Ray currently still has possible avenues of appeals In

on the cons, ; w snt pr
declined to have dismissed even though it is within their province to do
80, Investigation has indicated that Ray acted alone and xo evidence
of & conspiracy has been developed and, therefors, the Depariment is
not in 2 position to proceed on the corspiracy charge. However, imasmuch
:h‘m’?hwm\aﬁ?mm~mmw&d:§a ility "
of an appeal in State court and as Federal process | outstanding,
im felt that the releasing of any information of a possible evidentiary
" mature should be taken up with the Depariment prior to making any swch
release and assuming such & responsibility.

ACTION:

For information. Any further appellste action by Ray will be
closely followed and you will be kept advised.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Rosen to Deloach Memorandum @\‘
RE: MURKIN : ‘

ADDENDUM BY C. D. DE LOACH, 1/15/70:

1 agree thoroughly that the Department should be consilted
prior to any eooperation being given by the FBI to anyone. However, I
believe that our chances for good public relations and solid credit in this
particular case are belng gradually eroded away by those critics who are
constantly harping about the wiretap on Martin Luther Xing as well as
his (King's) criticiems against the FBI, Frankly, considerable aspects
of this case are already within the pablic realm. This includes the
Reader's Digest article by Jerry O'Leary as woll ag hundreds of articles
- which have appeared in the press and programs on radio and television.
Consequently, there iz not a graat deal mose that could be said in a book,

Ray can always launch an appeal. He could actually do so
ten to twenly years from now. Therelore, we are always faced with this
prospect regardless of the circumstances. I belleve that 2 "reasonable
time" has elapsed and the consideration should be given at this time to
granting the Reader's Digest request that Jim Bishop be allowed to write
a book on thiz case. ‘

Admittedly, Jim Bishop is somewhat pcmm, however,
he 1s cooperative, friendly and perhaps the moat thorough, exacting author

in this particular category of books. As stated above, however, we should
got the views of the Depariment in writing before proceeding. _ :

CDD:amr
U]
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‘Mr: Mohr C ., 9/5/69
R A ‘Casper

- JAMES EARL RAY _— 3
IDENTIFICATION MATTER ‘ :

In an addendum to a memorandum, sare caption, of 9/2/69,
Trotter to Mohr, suggesting prenaration of an interesting identification write-up
on captioned case, the statement is made that “'the danger of prejudicing a case
by pabncity only applies prior to and curing the actual tr:a! of the case.' Pub~
Heity cannot prejudice a case in the appeals stage since this stage Is concerned
oaly with matters of law rather than fact.' The Director underiined this quoted
statement and sald: "Have we any legal support of this? H.*

-’

Strong support for the referenced statement is found in the records
of convictions successfully attacked on the ground of prejudicial publicity. Our
review of decisions in such cases, from the Supreme Court on down, reveals that
the "prejudicial publicity" attack is confined {o jury cased. We have not located
. a single case in which 2 conviction has been reversed for prejudicial publicity
prior to or during a trial hefore a judge only, or prior to or during an appeal on
the legal meriis.

The record of the cases reviewed is consistent with constitutional
theory. The Sixth Amendment glves the accused a right to trial by "an impasriial
jury." As the Supreme Court has said, thisis a "requireme'xt that the jury's |
vevdict ba bascd on evidence recelved in open court, not from outside sources.” .
Sheppard v. Maxwell, 384 U.'S. 333 (1986) Publicity that is prejudicial prevents
- the jury from being immrﬂal .

’%

. " The current campaign agalnst prejudiclal publicity seems-directed
entirely at the pretrial and trial pbases, and to assume a jury trial. The contror
versy generated has been labeled "Fair Trial v. Free Press."” Department of .
Justice restrictions on news release cover " a criminal offense until the proceeding
has bepn termmated by trial or otherwise,’ forbids anything which might influence
“the outcome of & defendant's trial” and adds that "because of the particular danger
of prejudice resultlnb from statements th thie period approachmg and during tr inl

P * f"'
1 - Mr. DeLoach’ s " ot 3 25 13
1 - Mr. Bishop {.: r,,,j s g
(1)~ ¥, Rosen 3 “*{’ 3,;.1.
JDiple . Lo : OET

(5) , o " ' (CO\TINU;;D OVER)
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Memorandum to Mr., Mohr
Re: James Earl Ray
. Identification Matter

they ought strenuously to be avoided during that périod. * Z8 Code of Federal
Regulations 50.2. The Amerlcan Bar Assoclation Report on "Fair Trial and

“Free Press” 18 directed toward the problem existing in jury trial sitvations. At

one point it suggests that in cases in which publicity may have created a problem -
an alternative would be for the defendant to waive trial by jury "on the theory

that a judge is less ltkely to be susceptible to outside influences." Page 128, "
Further, in a published discussion between himself and Clifton Danlel of the New
York Times, Justice Reardon (Supreme Court of Massachusetts), principal avchi-

. tect of the American Bar Association Report on "Free Trial and Free Press," sald

"If you will read our report you will see that we are not holding up the release of
information until the case has come through the appellate court...The report

- proposes the withholding of that information until the conclusion of the trial and

the sentence of the defendant.* Source: *Fair Trial and Free Press," Rational
Debate Seminars, American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research,
Washtngton, D. C. AT

The decisions and ﬁie lavfr review commentaries also assume the

publiéity problem to exist in jury trial cases only. The single exception that

we found is in a Second Circutt Court of Appeals case in which Judge Clark said,
in dictum having nothing to do with the decision, that ''Chief Judge Lumbard and
Judge Friendly authorize me to state that they agree with the writer that the ‘
publication by former special prosecutors of accounts and comments regarding '
this case and the appellants, while this appeal was pending, was Improper."

U. 5. v. Bufalino, 235 F2d 408 (1960) (the Apalachin hoodlum case).

~ “ Convlction does not, of coursé, end all possibility of a jury trial.

.If the present conviction of Ray should be reversed and remanded by the Supreme

Court, Ray could demand a jury trial the second time around. Prior publicity
would then most likely become an igsue in the case. But this possibility ie not
confined to the Ray case. It exists in all cases in which we issue interesting case
write-ups, for so long as the convict is sexving his term. .
~ The legal problem on whether to igsue the proposed publicity at (
this time boils down-to -spaculation on whether Ray will or will not win a new .

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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Memorandum to Mr. Mohr L
Re: Jameg Farl Ray
Igl_entiﬁcat!on Malter

trial. If he goes not, there is no legal objection fo issuing the publicity at this
;‘.)i;g;au ‘if:ti hle does, this publiciiy will most likely bo attacked at the trial as
dicial. ' '

RECOMMENDATION:

None. For information.

~""Suggest we goahead"and use N
: - - the proposed Ray write-up. ‘
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ADDENDUM, GENERAL INV ESTIGATIV;?/ DIVISION CLM:cs  9/8/69

James Earl Ray has en~cor" sting the sentence that he received
as a result of his plea of guilty.\ Indifations are that he plans to appeal this

through the State Supreme Court apd perhaps even to the United States Supreme

Court in an effort to have the guilty\plea set aside and to obtain for himsell
a trial by jury. '

In addition to this ther¢ is still\outstanding a Federal process
charging that "Eric Starvo Galf’ and an ixdividual whom he alleged to he his

brother conspired to interferg with the cc; titutional rights of Maxrtin Luther
King, Jr. The Department not as yet abthorized the dismissal of

such process.

In view of the abbvefacts it is not felt that the Bureau should issue
any statements c oncernihg the evidence and/or Ray's involvement in the
coime without first obtyining approval from the CivN Rights Division of the
Department of Justice/and the Tennessee State authonities,

“Bw.
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" €. L. Trotter

JAMES EARL RAY
IDENTIFICATION MATTER

On 3~10-69 Ray, who had been charged with the murder of
Martin Luther King, plead guilty in Tennossee State Court and was sentenced to »
29 years in the Tennessee State Prison at Nashville, In addition, he gtill has
13 years to serve in Missourl., The judge who gentenced Ray was W, Preston
Batile, Criminal Court, Memphis, Tennesseg, Battle is dead, the victim of
a heart attack in his chambers on 3-31~62. On 4-7-69 Ray filed a motion for 2
new trial in Memphis and on 5-26-69 Judge Arthur Faquin dismissed this. On
6-16-62 a "prayer for appeal” was denied by Judze Faquin, On 6-25-62 Ray
appealed to the Tennessee State Court of Criminal Appeals for a court review
of the trial record and this was denied on 7-15-69. There are no court-imposed
restrictions on discussing the evidence in this case.

fome very excellent latent fingerprint identification techniques
employed in this case resulted in Ray's identification by ihe Bureau's
Identiﬁcation Division.

#

%

e e “

RECOMMENDATION:

That the atteched interesting identification be approved for
classroom and speech use, - ‘

Enc.

" 1 - Mr. DeLoach i o 4
1 - Mr. Bishop . . : ',

@ Mr. Rosen i ' , g

CLT:cay ‘ r
(5) ’ c<b 3 S T
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ADDENDUM GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 9/3/69 JGK:cs

Although Ray's appeal in Tennessee State Court was denied by the
“court on 7/15/69, the State Prosecuting Attorney previously advised that
Ray can continue his appeals by filing petitions for Writs of Babeas Corpus
in State Court and if thése are unsuccessful, he can do the game in Federal’
Court. The prosecuting attorney anticipates that Ray will avail himself- , .. |
of such remedies, although there is no current indication as to when.he will, .
do so, . o .
In light of-this, it is not felt desirable for the Bureau to comment
beyond that which is a matter of public record, that is, what has been
publicly testified to in open court. " “ ‘
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C. L. Trotier to Mr. Mohr memo, 9-2-69 RE: James Earl Ray,

Identification Matter \

ADDENDUM CRIME RECORDS DIVISION 9-4-60 TEB:hak

Every convicted person has the privilege of filing a Writ
of Baheas Corpus while a prisoner. If we allow the possibility of Ray
doing 80 to prevent us from gelting out to the publie the story of the excellent
‘work done by the FBI in this case, it will never he possible to get it out so
long as Ray is serving hislife sentence, if the feelings of the Gene?al
Investigative Division are followed. In addition, it should be born in mind
that the danger of prejudicing a case by publicity only applies prior to and
during the actual trial of the case. Publicity camnet prejudice a case in the
appeals stage since thisdage is concerned only with matters of law rather thap

fact.  wgave we any lega}l support of this? H."

’ The FBI has done an cutstanding job in this case and we should
now gtart letting the public know of this job through items like the attaci;e_d,
through articles, and through cooperating with a geod author like Jim Bichop,
who has heen commissioned by Reader's Digest to prepare a comprehensive !
book on this case. Gl n ' 7

' ] agree. The longer we refuse cooperation to goqd sou‘n'rces the
greater our loss is from a public relations standpoint. D

NAl
-t

"I agree with Rosen's Div. 9/4 T" N
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JAMES EARL RAY
INTERESTING IDENTIFICATION

Martin Luther Ring, Jdr., was killed on April 4, 1968, while
sianding on a baicony of the Lorraine Hotel ia Memphis, 'I‘ennes.,ea. Tho
mﬁmown killer made good his getaway, but In &5 doing, left behind evidence
- that would eventually help lead {o his identification, apprehe':slon and imprisonment. -
Itcms left behind were a . 30-06 Reumington rifle with attached Redfield telegcopic. |
sight, binoculars, and a blus zippor bag containing clothiag and personal |
articles. These items were found in the vicinity of a rooming houso across v
from the Lorraine lHotel. Investization determincd that subject had rented 2 .
room at the rcoming house using tne name John Willard, and it was from the .
bathroom in this establishment that the fatal shot was ﬁred The rifle and other
evidence was delivered to the FBI Laboratory and Identiﬁcation Divisicn by a
;.pecial Agent of the Memphis Division, T

submitted. Two of these latent prints, one on the rifle and one on the .
binoeulars were found to have becn made by the same finger, and the position
of these prints, as well as the shape and slope of the ridﬁes, indicated the
prints were probably from the leit thumb,

-Several latent prints of value wére developed on the items //

" ‘Thorough investigation developed considerable information
relative to the murderer The rifle had baen purchased in Birmingham by
an {ndividual using tha name Harvey Lowmeyer; the white dustang believed
to be the getaway car was registered to an Erle Starvo Galt; who had spent
tho night preceeding the murder at the Rebzl Motel in Blemphis. Galt was
further traced {0 a rooming house in Atlania where additional evidence was
recovered, including a map of Mexico. A latent fingerprint developed thereon
was identified with the latent prints on the rifle and binoculars, This identi~
_ fication enabled the FBI {ingerprint experts to say that this print, in addition
to pro‘bably being from the left thumb was an ulnay locp of 12 ridge counts,

: * The latént prints daveloped on the riile, binoculars, the map,

and other evidenca had been compared during the cleven days following the
murder with approximately 400 suspecis, had bzen gearched through' ail
sections of the ¥FBI's single finoerprint file and compared with all outstandmv
¥BI identiﬂcation orders. . . .
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Based on the premise that the latent fingerprint recovered

from the rifle, binoculars and map of Mexzico was probably from the left

thumb and was an ulnar loop of 12 ridze counts, a raview of the fingerprint
records of the §3, 000 iu:ritlves on iile vas mzdertal.en ang it was found that
approximately 1900 of these fuzitives had ulnar loops of 10 - 14 ridge counts
in the left thumb, Comparisons were started and on April 12, 1968 15 days
after the crime, the latent fingerprints were ideatified with the imaerprints

- of James Earl Ray, an escapee from tho Missouri State Pe'ai‘:cmiary where he.

had been serving time for robbery. ~

The fingexrprint identifications with James Earl Ray {riggered an
intensive man hunt involving law enforcement officere and investigative
personnel, not only in the United States, but also .a’iexico, Canada, England,
and other countries., :

The possibility that Ray himeelf might have baen Liued was
not overlooked and all unknown deceased fm«erprint cards recelved by the
FBI were referred to the Latent Fingerprint Section for comparison. Cno
case of tuis type concerned 2 body found buried on the beach at Acapulco,
Mezxlco. Fingerprints taken by local authorities from this body were examined
in the Latent Fingerprint Secticn but, because of tho condition of the body,
were of no value. An ecxaminer from the ¥BI's Latent Fingerprint Section
flew to Mexico and on examining the flesh of the fingers was able to determine
that the body was not that of J‘ames Earl Ray.

Another phase of the inveshw,ation led to C'mada, and there,
followmo- an ¢xhaustive search of pasmort applications, it was determined

fiat Ray bad obtained a passport under the name of Ramon Geowc Sneyd and
had taken an airplane ﬂight to London.

Copies of the FBI Identiﬂcation Order prepéred fdilowing Ray's

. Identification by latent prints were immediately furnished to Scotland Yard and

on Juno 8, 1969, while attempting to board a flight.for Bruesels, Be!gium, .

Ray was arrested at London Airport.

i

Ray was subsequently ordered extradited to Memphis, Tennessee,

to stand trial for murder and to Missouri as an escaped felon, On March 10,
1069, Ray plead gullty to King's murder and was sentenced to 99 years in the
Texmessee State Pcnitentiary.
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“UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ; ] CoL ’

Memorandum. o

TO : Mr, DeLoach b ' pate: November:29, 1968
. - “. DeLoach
FROM : A, Rosen Rosen
. Malley
. , . McGowan
suBJECcT: MURKIN Long
Bishop
SYNOPSIS:

This is the case 1nvolv1 g the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr. . ) '

Clay D. Blair, Jr., a free-lance fiction writer,

formerly affiliated wzth "Time," "Life, " and "Saturday
Evening Post,'" advised he is wrxtxng a book on the King
assassination to be published by Bantam Books.

-

Tolson -
Deloach wa
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Lor34L-1 Y. | R

SulliVan cmmemme
L {10, P -
p 1 51—
Tele. ROOM cmummen
LT J———

Gandy

He provided

us with a copy of his manuscript and wanted our cooperation.

We told him that the FBI would not cooperate in connection

. with the preparation of the book.
This 377 page'manuScript has been’reviewed,

“public press.
manuscript:

and it
is a rehash of previous accounts of Ray as recorded in the
The following exceptions are taken to this

1. Author claims there is no evidence anywhere‘that

Ray was a vodka drinker. This is not_true.

2. The woman at Atlanta, Georgia,

who observed the

abandoned white Mustang stated that she called the FBI Office

to report this vehicle and our Office referred hexr to the
- This same“woman indicates Agents
-This is not true.

Atlanta Police Department.
were waking people up at all hours of the night.

3. The issuance and retractzon of a:-bulletin on

Eric Starvo Galt (one of Ray's. alzases)gwas given wide spread

) -

publication,

ﬁmplication by. the' author.

and in view of this; Ray inténsified"hisflighty
‘Ouir 1nvest1gatxon does not dxsclose Jjustification for this

4.' Regard1n0 a "stake-out'" in Atlanta rooming house

"the Agents rushed the apartments cracked open the door."™

is not true.

This

Full facts concerning these statements and actual

investigation set forth ‘in details. =

*  ACTION:

REL:jms
, (7)
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The Crime Records Division should return the attached
manuscript to Blair and point out the exceptions to him.

DETAILS - PAGE TWO




Rosen to DelLoach memorandum
RE: MURKIN

DETAILS: : .
™  This is the case involving the murder of -—-
Martin Luther King, Jr. T

Clay D. Blair, Jr., a free-lance fiction writer,
formerly affiliated with "Time," "Life," and "Saturday
‘Evening Post, " advised he is writing a book on the King
assassination to be published by Bantam Books. He provided us
with a copy of his manuscript and wanted ouxr cooperation. We
told him that the FBI would not cooperate in connection with the
preparation of the book.

“+  This 377 page manuscript has been reviewed, and it is
a rehash of previous accounts of Ray as recorded in the public
press. Nothing is contained herein which requires additional
investigation by the Bureau. The following exceptions are taken
to this manuscript:

1. In our press release in connection with Ray’ being
placed on the ten most wanted fugitives, we stated that Ray was
a vodka drinker. The author claims there is no: evidence any-
where that Ray was a vodka drinker. We have documentary proof
from interviews in Mexico that Ray was a vodka drinker, and he
liked the '"screwdriver" drink (a drink of vodka. K and orange juice).

2. On pages 302 and 303 it is indicated that a woman at
Atlanta, Georgia, who observed the abandoned white Mustang of
Ray stated that she called the FBI Office to report this vehicle
and they referred her to the Atlanta Police Department. We have
no record .indicating that such contact was made with our Atlanta
Office by this individual. Qur Atlanta Office has advised they
do not have any record of an .individual contacting them to report
the abandoned vehicle of Ray. Atlanta has advised that .the infor-
mation concerning the locating ofi:'the vehicle was first reported to
the Atlanta Police Department. On page 304 this same woman
indicates Agents were waking people up at all hours of ‘the nxght.
This is not true as we .interviewed people during the day and in
the early evening hours. Our Atlanta Office advises that members’
of the press in Atlanta were the individuals responsible for waking
people at allhours of the night and our Agents posxtxvely dxd not
interview people at all hours of the nxght

3. On pages 306 and 333 reference is made to the

issuance and the retraction of a '"bulletin" on Eric Starvo Galt
(one of Ray's aliases) by the Miami Office of the FBI on April 12,
1968. The author states this was given wide spread publication

-2 -
. - ConT\NVED OVER-

%
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Rosen to DelLoach memorandum
RE: MURKIN

. . }
and the author speculates ‘that in view of this, Ray :intensified

his flight. The Bureau on April 10, 1968, instructed our Field
Divisions to request local police officials to issue an all-

points bulletin regarding the fact that Eric Starvo Galt, supposedly
driving a 1966 Mustang, was wanted by the FBI for questioning

only. In view of the fact that this Mustang was located by the
Atlanta Police Department in Atlanta, Georgia, on April 11, 1968,

in an abandoned condition, we instructed our Field Offices on

April 11, 1968, to cancel any all-points bulletins which may

have been placed.

It is noted that Ray appeared in Toronto, Canada on
April 8, 1968, and stayed thereuntil he departed for London on
May 6, 1968. Our investigation does not disclose justification
for the'implication by the author that Ray intensified his flight
based on the .issuance and retraction of the all-points bulletin.

4, \On page 309 the author states that in connection
with a "stake-out” in Atlanta rooming house where Ray allegedly
resided '"the Agents rushed the apartment, cracked open the door.
Galt was gone." This is far from the truth, as we had permission
from the landlord at the apartment to enter, and it was done in
an orderly manner.

S s e oa—m o e - PR e eeR ) ehemek EF I CTARE I ¢ pEMEC RS . Tof WS S S B pa = E -
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Mr. DeLoach

" T. E. Bishop

sy

CLAY D, BLAIR, JR. : " '
BOOK ON MARTIN LUTHER KING ASSASSINATION
(Bureau file 62-101501) f -

Jones to Bishop memo 4/15/68 reflects captioned individual,
a free-lance fiction writer formerly affiliated with "Time, " "Life" and
""Saturday Evening Pogt, " advised me on that date that he was initiating

2 'booX on the Martin Luther King assassination to be pablished by Bantam ’

Books. e was interested in seeing if the Bureau would cooperate with
him, He was told the Bureau was not in a pogition to furnish any assist-
ance to him, that it was-then {co early for the Bureau to think in terms
of a hook or any other type of published account of the King case, and
that no details of the investigation could be discussed until prosecution -
of the case was concluded, "

On 11/8/68 Blair gave me the attached copy of 2 partially
completed manugeript on the King assassination which he said he hag
written based on accounts published in newspapers and othexr media, as
well as interviews conducted by him personally., He said he is going o
attend the trial of the case which begins 11/12/68. The remaining part

+ of the manuscript will be an account of the trial. He caid he wished {o

give {ois manuseript to the Bureau for its review and would appreciate
being advised if there are any "wildly incorrect” references to the FBI
or its investigation, as well as any "first-person ancedotes! regarding
FBI personnel engaged in the investization, He was reminded that he
had already been informed that the FBI would nst cooperate in connection
with preparation of the beok and for that reason we would be in no position
to-give him any "iirst-person ancedotes,” He vas also told that the
manuscript would be relurned to him in several weeks., He said the

boolz is to be published by Bantam Books 3 weeks after the trial concludes,
This is obviously an attempt to "make a quick buck! on the publicity
resulting from the trial., Blair's home address is 11901 Piney Glen

Lane, Potomac, Maryland, {clephone 299-6325. , R

RECOMMENDATION: That the General'lnvéétigative Division review
the manuscript to determine if its account of the FBI investization into
this matter is accurate and properly depicts FBI investigation,

' o

/1\- Mr. Deloach , . N
(1” I‘Jr. Rosen :'h‘ T ’:1 T ‘:ﬂ t [
1-Mr, Jones « . : . .
inko N8 Y- ) ' f"" .
TEB:mls (5) | S - | o S
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Mr. RDelLosch Cctober 31, 1968
i 1 ~ ¥r. Deleach
A. Rosen 1 - ¥Mr. Rosen
1 — Mr. Nalley
\U CD- ¥r. ¥McGowan 1 - Mr. Bishop
MURKIN - 1 ~ Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
SYNOPSIS:

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther:King, Jr.

¥illiam Bradford Huie, suther, has written an
article, based upon notes of James Earl Ray for "Leok"
negazine. The article appesars in the November 12, 1968, issue;
this issue circulated October 39, 1968. The items essentially
discussed in this article are: background of Ray including
his inearceration at Missouri State Penitentiary (MSP) and
his assigument with the U. 8. Army in Germany, method of
escape from NEP; employment at the Indism Trail Resisurant,
Winnetka, Illineis; a partial account of his activities in
Montreal, Cenada, including eonsorting with a female employes
of the . Canadian Government; deal concerning a “joint
activity” (not fully described or )identified) with an
individual by the name of "Reoni 4y was to transport
packagen (not further described) botwesn the United States
and Canads, howevey, the possibhility exists that the packages
could eontain econtraband, such as narcoties. Ko specific
‘information in sarticle of a conspiracy, however, inference
is given by the author that a conspiracy exists; snd an
scceunt of Ray robbing 2 house of prostitution in Mentreal,
We have bean aware of all the information appeariag in this
article, with the exception of that pesrtaining te "Reoul” and
gay ‘s alleged holdup of the bouse of prostitution in Montreal,
.M R

ACTION:

R ¥e are reguasting the Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
through lLegat, Ottaws to make sppropriste inguiry on the
information pertaining to "Raoul™ and Ray's alleged holdup of
the house of prostitution, which had pot besem previcusly
brought to our attention, ’

REL:j1d/ce/inn .
SEE DETAILS PAGE TWO...
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Rbsen'to DeLoach Memo
RE: {URKIN

DETAILS: i

This is the case involving the nmurder of
Martin Luthex King, Jr.

William Bradford Huie, author, whose books include,
"Three Lives for Mississippi' dealing with nurder of the three
civil rights workers in June of 1964, previously advised us
that he entered into a contract with Janes Eaxl Ray to write o
the true account of Ray's activities and background concerning
the assassination of King. Huie has been provided with notes
from James Earl Ray, through Ray's attoxrney Arthur B. Hanes, Sr.,
Birminghan, Alabama. :

Huie has written an article based upon the. notes of
James Earl Ray, for "Look"™ magazine. This article appears in
the November 12, 1968, issue of "Look'" magazine and this issue
has reached the newsstands for circulation on October 29, 1968.

<

The 1tens essentxally dlscussed 1n thxs artxcle are
as_follows; ™ —
220220

s

1. Background of James Earl Ray concerning different
phases of his incarceration at the Missouri State Penitentiary
at Jeffexrson City, Missouri, and his sexvice in the U, S. Arnmy
including assignment at Bremerhaven, Germany.

Ve axre awaxre of this information, in fact it has becn
established that Ray contracted a venereal disease during his
assignnent with the military in Germany. -

2. Method of escape from stsourx State Penitentiary
on Aprxl 23, 1967, which indicates that he scaled the wall and

- walked out to the street.

The official version from the records of the Missouri

State Penitentiary indicates that he effccted his escape by hiding

in a bread truck. The unofficial version is that Ray did scale
the wall and walked out onto the street. We again were aware of
the two stories concerning his escape.

DFTAILS ~ CONTINUED .
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Memo Rosen to Deloach
RE: MURKIR

3. Ray was loyed by the Indisn Trail Restaurant
in Winnetkas, Juinois,";grm xag and June of 1967,

: The -owners of this restsurant praviously gave us
the ontire sccount of him employment at the Indian Trail
Restaurant and we, of course, ran out all leads concerning
the information they provided to us. Prior to being interviewed,
they were coatacted by Hule. Nothing of significance was
developad out of this information,

4. A partial sccount of Ray's activities in July
and August, 1967, in Montreal, Cansda, inciluding consorting
with = female smployes of the Capadian Government.

¥a, of course, were aware of moms of the sctivities
of Ray while he wax in Nontreal during ihis period of time.
The Royal Csnadian Neunted Police (RCMP) provided legat,
Ottawa with thim new informaticn on October 25, 1968, based
upon an interview with the female smployse of the Canadisn
Governaent. They are preseatly eandeavoring 1o confirm all the
Zacts of the information related by her aad, of course, we will
ke kept andvised.

S, The article coatains an account of sn individusl
by the name of "Raoul.” Thisz individual and Eay, sccording
to the articls were ondeavoring to make some type of deal
conceraing a "joiat activity" for which "Basul™ would pay Ray
Faliy described of sdentified, b mar eas b Eormerert P ragen

¥ X, or R ed, as transport pac
{not further descrihed) between the United States and Canada.
The possidbility exists that the peckages could contain contra~
band, such a8 narcotics. No mention im made hers of "Rgeul"
providing Ray with funds which would implicate "RaoculY in
conspiracy in the King assassination,, however, Ruie iufers
that & conspiracy exists.

This information iz ney to um and the article is
very skeichy, We are reguesting the RCMP to mske imquiry
concerning this.

6. The article states that Ray robbed a house of
prostitution in Montresl, Canade, in the amount of $800.

Fe are also requesting tho RCMP to provide us with
any information relative to this.

The article generally gives the impression that Ray
did not like to comsort with prostitutes or women gemerally.

-3 - CONTINUED - OVER
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Memo Rosen to Deloach
BE: my 7

Yo know of several instances in which he consorted with
prostitutes of the "street type' charscter.

) N o
¥e bave been aware of all the informatioa appearing
in this .srticu‘ with the exceptiom of that pertaining to
*Raoul® and Ray's alleged holdup of the house of prostitution
in Montreal, Canada. ¥We are requomtiag the RCMP to conduct
appropriate inquiries concerning these matters.

- h -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




Fam D150
(E4. (-26—65)

.

- UNITED STATES GOVE&‘lFN‘I‘ - ‘ 'me\ ENT O Mi]’éjﬁp L

" Memorandum ' I

TO

| ENCLOSURE - ! C... 12J6N 18 1971

|
. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, . DATE: ' thﬂe:;;:zz
Federal Bureau of Investigation Jan 15 “ . Rosen
. OO X
JL:MG: Pg Mr. Walvtixs

. Jerris Leonard

- Assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.

A
in the future to authors, publishers or members of the

S N G i g

Mr.{Brennan, C.D. ,

Mr. Conrad e
Mr. Felt

DI 144-72=- ?6' Mr. Soyars
Assistant Attorney General ;ﬂféﬁ:;___.

Civil Rights Division i Miss Gandy

Reference is made to your memorandum of Augusc ;‘4%é5£/-
1970, concerning author George McMillan's request “for
information pertaining to James Earl Ray, and other Mea
communications transmitting similar requests by Mr. <., {}/i;
McMillan; and to your memorandum of January 21,.1970, Aﬁak
concerning among other things requests received by

your Bureau for information pertaining to the Ray case. . 64v '

y,p‘,t

While I do not believe it would yet be appropriate
to make public the contents of the Ray files, a certain
portion of the file has already been made available, in
connection with a civil suit brought under the Public
Information Act by Harold Weisberg, to Mr. Weisberg and
thereafter to other individuals. Those papers consist
only of the original documents filed on behalf of the
States of Tennessee and Missouri in the extradltxon
proceedxngs in the British Court,

s

It is our intention to make these papers available

JAN 18 1971

public who wish to inspect them and who make approprlate
arrangements through this Division. -

I am attaching for your information a copy of our
letter to Mr. McMillan to this effect.

EXP. PROC

33

LX)

| "

] g.i P g; ‘
L]
Y B A

1 1 ot
B
' e
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Taians « co cc: J. ndgar noover
Core e Director, FBI

-

JL:KWO'C:MG:pg ' r
DJ 144-72-662 L JAN 15 1971 .

Mr. George McHillén
Coffin Point ‘
Frogmore, South Carolina 29920

Dear Mr. McMillan:

I am writing in response to your. letter of.
September 28, 1970, to Mr. Leonard,-and to your
several letters to Mr. .Hoover which have been

referred to this Division.

P o e preeme e »

—e el RBI's investigation. c

Sincerely, -

JERRIS LEONARD

Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Division

d , Chief, Criminal Section
\ vt i
v } ENCLOSURE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

Departnent of Justice files pertaining to
(James Earl Ray are confidential, since they relate
to an official investigation of a possible violation
T of “federal law: ‘- Accordingly, we cannot comply with
your request for further information based on the

I would like to advise you that the documents ™
and exhibits which werce filed on behalf of Tennessce
and Missourl in the Ray extradition‘proceedings: in
the British Court do not come within this rule, and
will be made available for your inspection in our
offices in Washington at your request., If you wish
.to inspect these papers, you may make the appropriate
arrangements with Miss Monica Gallagher, an attorney
in the Criminal Section, Civil Rights Division.

‘By: K. WILLIAM O'CONNOR

.
w R d
L.
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L JAMES EARL RAY;
‘ MARTIN LUTHER RING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS E

|
i
|
|

- Widespread public interest was generated by the FEI civil rights .
invostigation into the assassination of kartin Luther King, Jr., in.
April, 1868, The entire facilities of the ¥BI were committed to this
investigation from the oulset and within five days the man thon knowrn
as Eric 8, Galt was developed as 2 primo suspect. Within ancther
vieek a photograph of this suspect had been obtained and the Attorney
General considered sufficient evidence had heen developed to warrant
Federal process under 2 Civil Rights Statute, Three days later, from
2 cheek of Iatent fingerprints against those of white male fugitives for
whom “"wanted" notices had been piaced in the files of the FBI Identifl-
cation Division, James Ear} Ray was determined to b2 the {rue identity
of Erlc 8. Galt, At the rejuest of the ¥BI, Canadian anthorities
determined that 2 Caradian passport had been issued to Ray in the name
of Ramon George Sneyd, 2nd on Juno §, 1968, Rey was arzested by
Seotland Yard when he presented the Sneyd passport to travel from
Iondon to Brussels. At the conclusion of extradition proceedings, Ray
was returncd to the United States in tho custedy of FBI Agents and was
turned over to Jocal authorities in Memphls, Tennessee, for state
prosceution, ’ =

“The investization to jdentify and locate James Earl Ray is a
splerdid example of international police cooperation. In addition to the
cziensive investigation conduct ed by the FBI in the United Stides, spoeilic
. inquiries were made in more than 2 dozen foreign counities through ~
" T'BI lajson representatives. The arrest of James Earl Ray was the .
divect vesult of vigorous investigation conducted by Canadian and British
authorities at the request of the FBL o

On 3avch 10, 1889, in State Court, Micmphis, Tennessee,
James Earl Ray entered a plea of guilly to charges of murder, and he
received a sentence of 60 years. The new attorneys for Ray filed a
motion for a new trial, and on May 26, 1989, tho judge denled this .
motion for a new {eial, -

A
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TO

FROM

- L N ...' ',"'-:,. ’ - g J“.}'/‘l <
: T, E. BlShOp/\.cz‘; . ' - ‘W/(/ ¥ 5% ??!'e.ﬁoom_...._

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, , . D o e
- Memoran®m . @ g

SU ow 6-26-70 —

115590 v
v : ' CTOPLO) e /
. o Fel/e .
+ .Mr. DeLoach o '

Sullivoa

ToVel e

HOIDES mmmmmmanen
Gand) cvmmommsnsera

: ' s , . Q :
SUBJECT:  ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING .M n ?)4/21%/
- - L

’ i'was going to release these documents to the press at 3:00 p.m. on

", idocuments to the press at 3:00 p,m. on 6-24-70, King, subsequently, on | {

>

ibeen' received from the Department to the effect that it had decided that it L }
i would not be possible for the Government to successfully defend the civil ‘

- taction by Weisbeérg against the Department for the release of the docu-

- .ments in question, or that these documents were, therefore, furnished to

« Mr. Sullivan | S Y v,
Mr. M, A, Jones WA/ e i

In memorandum from Bishop to DeLoach of 6-24-70, it - e
was stated that Bill King in-the Information Office of the Department of— x«’,i}
y Justice adviséd Bishop on 6-24-70 that the Department had decided it .
] would not be possible for the'Government to successfully defend the (J\‘.V
civil action by Harold Weisberg against the Department for the releade
of the documents which Weisberg is seeking to secure from the Depart-
ment,’ and copies of these documents were, accordingly, furnished to .
Weisberg by the Department. King also advised that the Department /

6-24-70, The Director has inquired "Did you get a written instruction
{from Dept confirming conversation King had with you? H,

-

For the information of the Director, no written notice has

‘Weisberg, The first notice that the Bureau had of this action was when
§ King telephoned Bishop at approximately 11:50 a.m. on 6-24-70, at which
‘time King also stated that the Department was releasing copies of these

{6-24-70 furnished Bishop copies of the documents being released. '

RECOMMENDATION: | o /

. None. For information, /

/-,’..f‘ :‘:’ v . i . \/ f 4\0(/@ ‘ bg/
g TR '
R
..."/b (N&O

.NZ‘": M,‘\,JA:.«'}}&; ”"”\\}X

!

Mr. DeLoach™. ‘ A
Mr, Bishop - « h L A
Mr. Rosen e & {

~

U

. i \¢ 37 . ' '
o : o~ Yo Vi . S
TEB:hak; (6) R v

. . '
\ -
// B
. '
- 3 N '
// vy , s - : !
-
.
o " * » * '

e
[y
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FROM : T, E. B_isho@

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATI@N‘OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING '_ ‘

[ p———
.

1 -Mr, Bishop  (CONTINUED-OVER)

e NGRS e aesns

-
.
d - . a»
-~ - * !
. '

OPFIONAL PORM NO. 30

MAY 1942 EOITION & ,' MIO-:M “' -" 1

Y I - P o . . e . : : Tolzon ___%

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT : o o

Memorandum . . e
' - CE : ‘ Conres AT

Feh
Al

DATE: 6/24/70 @

| €173 JE—
Seyors
I 1 D p—
Holmes
Gopdy

: Mr, Deloach

h " “m »
1

. . Tt
* -
g
.

By way of background, on 4/27/70 Assistant Attorney General
William.Ruckelshaus, Civil Division, Department of Justice, advised the
Director that Harold Weisberg, the author of the books "Whitewash I'* and
"Whitewash II" bas filed a civil action against the Department of Justice and
Department of State demanding copies of all the papers which were employed

‘in‘!:l_lé extradition in the James Earl Ray matter, These documents were used
lin the extradition proceedings against James Earl Ray in England and were
§there'after returned to the State Department and were transferred to the

. Department of Justice. Included in the documents were a considerable number
i of affidavits of FBI Agents, affidavits covering fingerprints, ballistics!

} examinations, etc. .Ruckelshaus asked if the release of these documents to
Weisberg would in any way prejudice the work of the FBI. It is noted that

__-i'Weisberg is an author who has been extremely critical of the FBI, the Secret

§ Service and other police agencies in books which.he has written about the

’ igssassination of President Kennedy. ‘ ‘

By memorandum of April 30th the Director advised Ruckelshaus

. ]that the determination as to the releasé of the pertinent documents is within

the province of the Department of Justice and the FBI interposes no objection,
It was suggested, however, that the Civil Division communicate with the Civil ‘

%

i still outstanding against Ray charging a violation of a Federal Civil Rights
Statute,

* "{Rights Division of the Department on this matter since Federal process was

The Bureau is in possession of a copy of a letter dated May, 1970,

. irom Jerris Leonard, Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights Division, to

Ruckelshaus stating that any release of any information in the files pertaining
.to the investigation regarding James Earl Ray would be inimicable to the

tinvestigation, B

[ ‘ ! A

Enc. ot w{"'(?
: oy -

1 - Mr, DeLoach ' ] - Lt

0
A ik

LS R
1 - Mr. Rosen s ) R
'1 - Mr, Sullivan ' : / / . ' } : S
1 - Mr, Jones \/ - ‘
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Memorandum to Mr. ,f_)eLozich_ -
Re: Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King
Current Developments - .- :

; . On 6/24/70 Bill King in the Information Office, Department of
! Justice, advised that'the Department subsequently decidethat it would not
E'be possible for the Government to successfully defend the civil action by
1 Welsberg against the Department for the release of the documents in question,
'ii Accordingly, copies of these documents were furnished to Weisberg. King
‘advised that in view of the fact that the Department had released the documents
" }to Weisberg the Department did not wish Weisberg to make a profit from his
ipossession of the documents’and, accordingly, has decided to make similar
icopies available.to the press and others who might desire them. King stated
rthat the documents to be.released consist of approximately 200 pages of copies
{of affidavits, autopsy reports, affidavits with regard to fingerprint examinations
‘and balljstics tests, and copies of other documents which serve to link Ray
with the assassination of Martin Luther King. At Bishop's request King fur-
nished the attached set of the documents being released, King stated that these
'i'docu,ments'will be released to the press at 3 'p.m. on 6/24/70,

o wan

v The General Investigative Division has been orally advised of the
above information, ) ’ : '

P

‘RECOMMENDATION

A}

None, For information,

&

i C .
T
’ ‘ , ‘ade
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outstanding against James Zarl Ray.
continues to be under investigation.

)
.
-
a

Willianm D. Ruckelshaus
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Division

Jerris LeonardA
Assistant Attorney Generzal
Civil Rigants Division

‘Harold Weisberg v. United States
Department of Justice and United
States Department of State

C4vil Action No. 718-70, U.S.D.C.

3
o

D.

Kay 7,

D.C.

Reference 1s made to your letter of April 27,
1960, and a subsequent merorandum from the Director
to you of April 30, 1970. ?

I concur in the Dircctor's mernorandun
indicating that the federal process charging viola-
tion of a federal civil rights statute is still

The natter
In any release

of any information the files pertaining to such
investigation would, I belicve, at’ this time be

ininical to such investigation.

v

cc:

i g 3TELA

T R AR AT LA SN B LR , :

3
i

Pircctor
Federal Bureau of In\estiration

ny
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M
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‘ ’ f —— :
Assistant Attorney Genoral e Aprdl 30, 1970 ¢
Civil Division N N K
Dircctor, FBI R R .

HAROLD WEISBERG V, UNITED STATES IR

DEPARTHMENT OF JUSTICE AKD : L
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STAIE, co
CIVIL ACTION XO, 718-70, VU,S.D.C, D, D.C,

Reforence is mado to your lettor dated April 27,
1970. ) i .

Tho dotermination as to the relsease of the portinent
docunonts is within tho province of the Department of Justice,

4

and this Buroau interposes no objection, . For your infornation, ~ .’

the Federal process charging violation of a Federel Civil

Rights gtatute ig still outstanding against James Earl Ray, .

and you nay desire to communicate with the Civil Rights
Division on this nmattox. -

1 - Assistant Attorney General

. Civil Rignhts Division

»

o s 2

F

EJM: Js
(5)

NOTE: Harold Weisbexg, an ;uthor who has been critical of

the FBI and other Federal and state authorities, has filed suit
denmanding copies of certain docunents utilized in the ,
extradition of James Earl Ray, the murderer of Martin Luther
King, Jr. These documents include affidavits- from FBI
personnel relating to fingerprints, ballistics and document
examinations, and other aspects of investigation, It is

not felt that we have any basis to object; however, the deter-
nmination as to release of this information is withwthe
Department's province and, since the civil rights process is-
still outstanding, it is being brought to the Civil Diviston's
attention for consideration, .

v

”

1t
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'« GERNKRAL INVESTIGAQ@NE DIVISION
o~ 4/28/70

Harold Weisberg is an author who has been
critical of the FBI, Secret Service, police
- agencies, and other branches of govermment.

Mye was one of 19 employees fired by State

Department during 1947 because loyalty sis-
pected. He was later allowed to resign.
Departiment is aware of his background, ,

Attached letter from Civil Division advises
that VWeisbery has filed sctioan demanding
copies of papers employed in extradition of
James Earl Ray, murderer of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Papers iaclude affidavits from ¥BI
personnel relating to fingerprints, ballistic
and document examinations, akif-wther aspects
of investigation. If approved, Civil
Division will be advised that we interpose
no objection, but suggest matter be referred
‘to Civil Rights Division since Federal
process is still outstanding on Ray on the
Federal Civil Rights charge.

) 3) ERE
ol
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BE—

X 2}
Mr, J. Edgar Hoover é/? APR27 1970
" Director
Yedera) Bureau of Investigation
Willian D, Ruckelshaus WDR i DJAnderson ;paf
Ansistant Attorney General A45-12-1403

Civil Division

Harold Heisberg v. United States Department of
Justice and United States Departument of State,
Civil Action No. 718-70, U.8.D.C. D. D.C.

Mr. Weisberg, author of Whitewash I and II, has
Piled the above action demandirg ¢cples of all the pspers
which were employed in the extradition of James Earl Ray,
These papers were furnished the State Department, flowmn
to England, presurably used in the extradition proceedings,
returned to the State Departiment, und then transferred to
the Department of Justice. Included in the papers are a
econsiderable rumber of affidavits of F.B.X, agents tovering
firgerprints, ballistics, ete, A memcrindum deseribing the
naterials being requested ig attached.

Would you kindly advige whether the release of these
documents would in any way prejudice the work of the F.B.I.
andiwk_zether in your judgnent their produection zhould be
resisted,

Your prompt attention to this metier will be sppreciated,

Attachuent
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4 - . - of State of the United States. -

l-‘orm D)-150¢ ’ v M
(Fd. 4:26-65)

P " UNITED STAT VER\TMENT o ‘ ' DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Ay -

Memomnaum_/ o e

P »

TO ! Mr. Carl EBardley ‘ DATE: April 2%, 1970
Deputy Assistant Attorney General .
c:.vil Division o DJAnderson:sf
1%5-12-1%03

FROM : David J. Andsrson
) . Attorney, General Iitigation Section
Civil Division ,

: 7 . }

SUBJECT: Harold Weisberg v. United States Departmwent of
Justice and United States Department of State,
Civil Action No. 718-70 (B.S.D.C. D. D.C.) "

- L ¥

Pursuant to your request, there follows a brief ~
description of each of the documents which is reasonably
comprehended by the complaint in the above suit. X have -
tried to break them down into categories with respect
to: IX. Material Subnitted by the States of Tennessee
and Missouri; XI. Material From Private Persons Accum-
w lated by the Department of Justice; and XIXI. Material

Prepared by the Department of Justice for the Signature
of ¥FBI Personnel.

Y. Material Submitted by the States -
of Tennessce and Missouri '

‘A. Application for Requisition for International
: Extradition fon James Earl Ray executed by the Governor
.t of the State of- Tennessee and directed to the Secretary

-

B. Petition for Application for Requisition in
International Extradition of James Barl Ray addressed to
‘the Covernor of -the State of Tennessee by Phil M. Canale,
Jr., District Attorney General, 15th Judicial District,
State of Tennessee (attaching various other documents
described below).

c. Affidavit of Dr. J. T. Francisco, pathologist,
attesting to the cause of death of Martin Iuther King and
attaching aubopsy report. .

-
o

D. Affidavit of Robert V. Wenzler, with exhibits,
stating results of survey of area where Ma.rtin Iather King
was killed. .

. . : EliSLOGSURE

e ks - e - .- - - - . i ., ~ ' — i
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E. Affidavit of Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., Memphis
storekeeper, vith exhibits, ‘concerning his f:.nding of
a package with the murder weapon in it.

F. Affidavit of Inspector N. E. Zachary, Mexphis
Police Officer, with exhibits, regarding his on-the-scene
investigation immediately following the muxrder and his
discovery of various physical evidence.

G. Affidavit of Captain R. L. Williaxms, Memphis

Police Officer, regarding inspection of Ray's room in
boarding house and discovery ofr physical evidence there.

H. Affidavit of Cordra York, Sr., Memphis spoxrting
goods dealer, regarding identity of binoculars.

I. 'Affidavit of James D. Hamby, Memphis Police

_Officer, regarding recovery of bullet from Martin Tather |

King's body during autopsy.

J. Copy of Tennessce indictment of James Earl Ray
for merder of Marbin Imther King.

~

K. Certified copy of déath certificate of Martin
Inther King. .

L. Cerbified copy of autopsy report on Martin Luther
King. ‘ .

M. Certified coi)y of sections of Tennessee laws. '

N. Certificate of Fred T. Wilkinson, Director of
the Missouri Department of Corrxections, of Missouri erimi-
nal record of Ray. ) . -

0. Certificate of James H. McAteer, Missouri Clerk
of Court, describing record of conviction and sentence of

Ray. . .

P. Certificate of James C. Kirkpatrick, Missouri
Secretary of State, setting forth Missouri statutes.

- Q. Affidavit of Fred T. Wilkinson, Director of Missouri
Department of Corrections, regarding criminal record of Ray
and certifying that fingerprints and photographs attached to
his prior certification were those of Ray.

r
..~
*
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IX. Material From Private Persons ; )
. Accuxlated by the Department g
of Justice? '’ s Y

A. Affidavit of Donald F. Wood, gun salesman,
Birmingham, Alaboma, stating he sold weapon to man in
attached photograph (Ray). |

B. Affidavit of Charles Quitman Stephens, resident
of boarding house fron which shot was fired, descriving
Ray's activities in boarding house.

C. Affidavit of James H. Laue, friend of King, who
was also an ewployee of the Community Relations Service
of the Justice Department, who was in the next room from

* King, describing shot and discovery of King's body.
/

.-

B ]

D... Affidavit.of Henrietta. Hagemasfex: s.hote) clexk, .
regarding hotel registration of Ray in Menphis. )

E.' Affidavit of John Webster DeShazo, customer in

- Birminghem gun store, identifying attached photograph of '

Ray as man he saw purchase gun.

F. Affidavit of Tomas Reyes Iau, bartending school .
operator, identifying attached photograph of Ray as pupil .
he had under alias of Eric Stavro Galt. "

G. Affidavit of Amna Christine Kelly, Memphis hotel
clerk, regarding Ray's registration at hotel. '

IIT. .Material Prepared by the Departument
of Justice for the Signature of FBIL
Personmel ' vttt et

A. Affidavit of Iyndal T. Sheneyfelt, FBI Agent and
Photographic Expert, comparing photographs of James Earl Ray
under various aliases and identifying him as the same person.

B. Affidavit of George J. Bonebrake, FBI Agent and
Fingerprint Expert, comparing fingexrprints on murder weapon
and binoculars with Ray's fingerprints aend identifying then
as the same (attaching fingerprint cards as exhibits).

C. Affidavit of Robert A. Frazier, FBI Agent end.

Ballistics Expert, comparing murder bullet with weapon and

establishing that bullet came from that or a similar weapon.
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D. Affidavit of Robert G. Jensen, FBY Agent in
Memphis, describing weapons and physical evidence turned
over to him by Memphis Police.

B. Affidavit of Robert G. Jensen, FBX Agent in
Memphis, with exhibits, describing registration card of
Eric S. Galt (Ray) at hotel.

F. Affidavit of James H! Mortimer, FBI Agent and
Handwriting Specialist, with handwriting exhibits,
jdentifying signature on hotel registration card as
same as docunents at bartending school.

G. Affidavit of Theodore J. A'Hearn, FBI Agent in -
Ios Angeles, regarding Leu's identificabion of photographs
of Galt ,(Ray). .
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MURKIN
PROJECTS INSTITUTED

1, Passports - On May 14, 1968, Washington Field has
instituted the review of approximately
' 2,153,000 passports issued to U, S. Citizens since March 1,
1967, 'It is anticipated that this project will be completed
on June 21, 1968, We are reviewing these at the rate of
20,000 per day. Through the Department of State, Rhodesian
authorities are checking their records for any information
regarding individuals entering the country from April 5, 1968,
to the present date, This, of course, is not limited to
citizens of the United States but is ‘including Mexican and
Canadian individuals., Our Legat in Ottawa advises that the
Canadian authorities are checking the issuance of passports
from Canada as it is possible that subject obtained a
Canadian passport,

2. Safety Deposit Boxes, - We are presently checking
individuals having access to safety deposit

boxes at banks in numerous field divisions, The subject

rented a safety deposit box in Birmingham, Alabama, and

it is possible that he rented a safety deposit box in a cityin

which weiknow he resided, Subject has not been known to

utilize checking or savings accounts, and it appears that

his business is done strictly with a safety deposit box,

3. Cash Withdrawals - We presently have under consideration
obtaining the identity of individuals making

cash withdrawals in excess of $10,000 in numerous field divisionms,

It is possible that subject is involved in a conspiracy

and a pay-off resulted therefrom, In order to run this matter

out we are checking for all withdrawals in excess of $10,000,

4, Drivers' Licenses -~ Each division covering state capitals
is ascertaining if a drivers license was

possibly issued to the subject. We know that subject presently

holds a valid drivers license from the State of Alabama under

name of Eric S, Galt, The possibility exists that subject

by another name other than currently known, obtained a drivers

license,

5. Locksmithing Institutions - Investigation is underway to

determine if subject presently taking a lock-
smithing course from firms in United States offering same,
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In view of fact that subject was interested in a locksmithing
course, it is possible that he is taking a course under
another name or through another company other than the
Locksmithing Institute in Little Falls, New Jersey. We have
determined the identity of companies other than the one in
Little Falls, New Jersey, and investigation is presently
underway at each of these companies,

6. Unsolved Bank Robberies -~ All divisions have been requested
to exhibit photograph of subject Ray to

appropriate witnesses in unsolved bank robberies., At the

present time we do not know the source of subject's funds,

The possibility exists that subject is also the subject of an

unsolved bank robbery case and this could be his source of

funds,

7. Ascertaining long distance telephone calls of certain

relatives of subject as well as certain former associates of

subject, The possibility exists that subjettiwill endeavor

to get in touch with relatives as well as former associates by

long distance telephone, and we should be in a position to

determine origin of call.

8. Circularization to Salvation Army Centers and other rescue
mission centers throughout the United States, These are being
circularized as it has been known that subject resided in

low type rooming houses, and it is also possible that he may
seek aid in these types of missions,

9., Distribution of a circular to more than 14,000 laundry

and dry cleaning establishments throughout the United States,
Subject, . in the past, has utilized the services of dry cleaning
laundries extensively, and it is, therefore, possible that he
will utilize these services in the future,

10, - Determination of magazine or publication which subject

Ray habitually read in order ‘to place an ad in such a magazine
for possibility of surfacing Ray. The Postal Inspectors are
currently reviewing this matter to determine if postal regulations
are being complied with.in the phrasing of the ad,

11, The State Department is presently sending information
regarding Ray's fugitive status to all of their consulates or
embassies in the event any inquiry is received by their
personnel in a foreign country., The possibility always exists
that subject may make an inquiry at a consulate and also may
seek aid.
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12, All offices covering points of departure from United
States, including border points, have been alerted to conduct
appropriate checks and place appropriate stops. The subject,
in the past, has been known to be in Canada, as well as Mexico;
gnddweshould be in a position to determine if he crosses these
orders,

13, Circularization of bus companies and other transportation
facilities, The subject, if and when he departs areas, could
utilize publiecii transportation facilities,

14, We have instructed the field in their daily contacts

at country clubs, bar, prostitutes to exhibit Identification
Order of subject Ray. The subject, in the past, has consorted
with prostitutes, has taken a bartending course and has

voiced an interest in working at country clubs, We have
instructed our offices to exhibit Identification Order to the
above in the event contact has been made by him,

15, Informants are continually being alerted as to any
possible whereabouts of subject Ray.

16, Field divisions are continually publicizing the fugitive
status of Ray through various news media, In connection with
this we have publicized Ray's photograph and information
regandl ng hs fugitive status in several publications of various
industries,
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