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April 10, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, is proceeding on a top priority
basis.

It has been determined that a pair of pliers believed
to have been abandoned by the killer was one of twelve
purchased in October, 1966, by a Los Angeles hardware store.
When the pliers were received by the store they were placed
in a bargain barrel near the front door. One pair remained
in the barrel on April 8, 1968. Employees do not recall any
sales of this item but an extensive review is being made of
credit sales records for any mention of such pliers.

Klansmen, members of other hate groups, and all
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type
are being treated as suspects. Their recent whereabouts and
activities are being determined and their fingerprints are
being checked against the latent fingerprints that have been
developed during this investigation,

In addition to the lines of investigation described
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical
investigative approach to quickly bring this matter to a
satisfactory conclusion.
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ManyMR. MC GOT AN 4/9/68

A. ROSEN

Long
MURKIN

All Supervisors working on the above-entitled case should be sure
to specifically request that any FBI prints be checked agains the
related service records by Ident. The reason for this being that
the FBI numbered prints are not automatically checked against this
file.
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Mr. DeLoach Minne April9, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan

1 6 Mr. Long

This is the investigation into the assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

With regard to press reports that the FBI has requested
Mexican authorities to look for an individual we do not have any
leads outstanding in Mexico. It should be further noted that we have
not told anybody that we were looking for any individual in Mexico
or had asked any Mexican authorities to locate any individual
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Mr. DeLeach April 9, 1988

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1- Mr. Resen

1 -Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGawanMURKIN PMr. McDenough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Martindale
1 is Mr. Bishop
1 to Mr. Courad
1 if Mr. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
4/4/88.

One of the most promising leads developed so far is the laundry
tage appearing on a T-shirt and a pair of shorts apparently abandoned by
the subject with the title that is believed to be the murder weapon. It
has been determined that these Inundry marks were made by a Thermo Seal

marking machine manufactured by the Textile Marking Machine Company,
Syracuse, New York, The manufacturez of tids machine has advised that
the laundry marks in question are unusual in that theyccomics of five
characters whereas the ususal code contains six characters.

These markings are also unusual because the first two characters
are in smaller type while the remaining three characters are in larger
type. The normal arrangement is for the first three characters to be in
smaller type and for the following characters to be in larger type. The
Textile Marking Machine Company has stated only a limited number of
machines have been manufactured whichprint laundry marks in this
manner. Investigation is proceeding on an expedited basis to locate these
machines for the purpose of Identifying the laundry marks.

Richard
Helm, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, has

furnished the Central Intelligence Agency file on Robert Ervin Kramer,
M. D., Berkeley, California, whom Helm considers at suspect because of
his resemblance to an artist's conseption of the subject and because of the
Central Intelligence Agency's experience with Eramer. The Central
Intelligence Agency file states Kramer has allong arrest record and contains
a Berkeley Police Department photograph, dated 1/27/68, number 22805.

Enclosure
CONTINUED - OVER

VLM.yea
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

He has been achronic letter writer to the Central Intelligence Agency
criticizing them and the Government. By letter of 12/29/67 Kramer
requested the Central Intelligence Agency to pay him $100,000 monthlyfor six months for a paper on geopolitical economy he had previously
submitted. He concluded his letter with the statement, "In the event that
you fail to acknowledge my request, Ican accept no responsibility for
any future efforts necessary to gain the combined ends of Ideal
government and financial recompense.

The only record of Kramer found in Bureau files is a
memorandum from the Central Intelligence Agency, 1/18/88, advising
us of his letters to the Central Intelligence Agency. No record canbe
located in the Identification Division but Kramer's fingerprints are being
obtained from the Berkeley police.

A. C. Hayden, Intra-Division Information Unit of the Department,
advised on the evening of 4/8/68 that Bestrice Posenberg, a secretary in
the Attorney General's office, had received a telephone call from a
man Identifying himself as Frederick Dunstan who said he resided at
Route 350, Whitefield, North Carolina. Dunstan said he was calling the
Attorney General to report that a white man was in his house, was drunk,
had a gun and said he had killed Martin Luther King, Jr.

There is no Whitefield, North Carolina. There is a Whiteville,
North Carolina. Investigation by the Charlotte Division has failed to
locate a Route 350, Box 350, or Highway 350 in the Whiteville area and
no record of a Frederick Dunstan has been located. No record of Dunstan
could be found in Bureau files.

A pair of duckbill piters was found among the personal effects
believed to have been abandoned by the subject. These pliers bear a
trademark of the Romanage Hardware Company, Los Angeles. Employees
at the hardware company believe this is one of twelve pliers purchased in
October, 1966. Employees have no recollection of the sale of these
pliers but an exhaustive search is being made of charge sale records.

It is noted that the rifle believed to be the murder weapon was
purchased in Birmingham, Alabama, 3/30/68. Binoculars found with the
rifle were purchased in Memphis, 4/4/68. A latent fingerprint found on
the rifle is identical with a latent fingerprint found on the binoculars. This
presents a strong probability that these fingerprintsare those of the subject.
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s
Memorandum to Mir. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

Other major avenues of investigation include checking out
white Mustang automobiles, since one was seen leaving at a high rate
of speed after the shot was fired; efforts to trace a bedspread or blanket
found with the gun, and the immediate processing of all suspects as
soon as they are developed.

ACTION:

LAttached is a memorandum for the White House, the Attorney
General, the Deputy Attorney General and the Civil Rights Division.

2. Investigation is continuing on anall-out basis.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved.

In R~p1;, Pleas~ R~J~r to 

Fil~No. 

'I 

UNITJ<;o STATEs·:nEPART~IE.i'{T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

April 9., 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHEB KING, JR. 

In connection with the murder of ·Martin .Luther .King, Jr. , 
on April 4., 1968, we are continuing the-investigation with all · 
possible diligence and dispatcho ·. __ ·.·- --: _,_ ,~ ·,: · :,:; · 

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidEmce is being 
tracedo -, - - - ... -

' ' , A rifle, believed to be the murder ~ea:pon, and a zipper 
bag containing a •pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
items were apparently abandoried by the subject-immediately :- · 
after the shootingo Extensive efforts are being' made to id~ntify :· 
the source of ea~h of these items as a means of i'dentifying and -
locating the person or persons responsible for 'the killing. · 

'• ' 

In addition to active investigati~e efforts throughout. 
the field., the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtainedo ·• · 

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
finally _resolvedo · 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
OF

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved.

In R~ply. Pleas~ Ref~r to · 

· Fil•f.lth 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 01-' JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU'. OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON. D,C. 20535 

MURDER OF M.AETIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

,, 

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continui~g th.~ investigation with all ., 
possible diligence and dispatcho - .. , . · · · : 

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is'being - ' 
tracedo · 

A rifle, believed to be the murder V?.eapon,. ~nd a zipper 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large 1-1u1n:ber of persg~a,l _ . 
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately · . · t /.,:~·--'. 
after the 'shootingo Extensive efforts are being made to identify 
the source of eac_h of these items as a' means of identifying and 
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing. ·· · · 

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout 
the field, the many facilities of the _FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to-mak~ exhaustive tests of evidence,• 
obtainedo : · ~ 

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
finally resolvedo 

-
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
OF

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained.

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved,

.. 
' e. 

' ' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 01'' JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN'VESTIGAT.lON 

In Reply. Please Refer Ct> 

FileNQ. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2053S 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR •. 

In connection with the. murder of Martin .Luther King, Jr. , · 
on April 4, 1968, ·we are continuing the invesµgation with all 
possible diligence and dispatcho ¾ •.. ' •; •• ,, • .: 

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless ,, 
suspects are being processed and ·physical evid\erice is being 
tracedo · · · · · 

. A rifle, b~lieved to be the murder weapon, and a zipper 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large .numb~r of per_sonal 
items were apparently abandcmed by the. subject immediately 

1 

after the shootingo ·Extensive efforts are being made to identify., 
the source of each of these items as a mearis of identifying and 
locating the person or perscms responsible ·for the killing. 

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout 

-,, 

the field, the many facilities of the FBr'Laborato'ry and Identification , , 
Division are continuing to make exhausti~e tests of evidence ,, · 
obtainedo 

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has be~n · 
finally resolvedo · ' 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved.

In Reply, Plea~ Refer to 

Fil~No. 

UNITED STATES DEPART~IENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE_STIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 205-35 

April 9, 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

< I 

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. , 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all ' , , 
possible diligence and dispatch0 , ' ' -,, -. • 

The investigation is nationwide in scope" as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical.evidence .is being · 
tracedo -• 

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon,. and a zipper 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal 
items were apparently abandoned by ,the subject im_niediately :~-
after the shootingo Extensive efforts are b_eing made to identify 
the source of eac_h of these items as ··a: means of identifying and 
locating the person or persons responsible for the,killing. 

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout , , 
the field, the many facilities of the· FBI Lab<>ratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to mak~- exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtainedo 

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
finally resolvedo · 

..... , 
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OF

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
OF

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved.

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 01'' JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

w A.-sHINGTON, D.C. 20S3S 

April 9., 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther Kingll Jr • ., 
on.April 4., 1968., we are continuing the investigation with all 
possible diligence and dispatc~ 

Th~ investigation is nationwide in s_cope as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being 
trace~· · · 

A rifle, believed to be the murder·weapon, and a zipper· 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large nuniber of personal· 
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately · 
after the shootingo Extensive efforts . are being made to identify 
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and 
locating the person or _persons responsible .for the killing. 

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout 
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence 
obtaine~ 

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been 
finally resolve~ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved.

In R~ply: PleaS'f R~Jer w 
Fil~No. 

·, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION' 

·w.AS~INCTON, l).C. 2053S 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
., 

In conn~ction. with the murder of Martin Luther King; Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the·investigation with all 
possible diligence and dispatcho . . ' · - · , 

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countl~ss 
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being 
tracedo · · 

A rifle, believed to be the murder we~pqn, arid a zipper 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a 1arge number of .. personal 
items were apparently abandoned by the;, subject .immediately . 
after the shootingo Extensive efforts are being made to identify 
the source of each of these items.as a means of identifying and 
locating the person or persons responsible for ,the killing. 

In addition to actiye investigative efforts throughout 
the fie!~, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory. and Identification· 
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of ·evidence 
obtainedo 

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been ..r 
finally resolvedo 
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(III)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
OF

In Reply. Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained.

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved.

" 

UNITED STATES DEPART~IENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

/11 Reply. Pleasi! Ri!fer to 

Fill! No. 

WASBlNGTON, D.C. 20535 

April 9, 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

In connection with the m:~rder of ,Martin .Luther ~ing, Jr., 
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the jnvestigation with all 
possible diligence and dispatcho 

Th~ investigation is nationwide in scope· as countless 
suspects are being processed and physical· evidence is being 
tracedo · ' 

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipp~r 
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of .-personal 
items were apparently ab_andoned by the subject immediately ' 
after the shootingo Extensive efforts are being made to 'idEmtify 
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and 
locating the person or -persons responsible ·for the killing. · 

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout 
the field, the many facilities of the .;F'BI -Laboratory and Id~ntif ication 
Division are continuing to niake exhaustive tests of evidence - -· 
obtainedo 

You may be completely assured that this investigation 
will continue on an. expedited basis until the matter has been ' 
finally resolvedo 

' . 
.... : ,. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Memo

Mr. DeLeach April 9, 1968

I - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowanMUREIN I - Mr. McDonoughPMr. Long
1 - Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
4/4/68.

One of the most promising leads developed so far is the laundry
tags appearing on a T-shirt and a pair of shorts apparently abandoned by
the subject with the rifle that is believed to be the murder weapon. It
has been determined that these Inundry marks were made by a Thermo Seal
marking machine manufsetured by the Textile Marking Machine Company,
Syracuse, New York. The manufacturer of this machine has advised that
the laundry marks in question are unusual in that theyeconsist of five
characters whereas the ususal code contains six characters.

These markings are also unusual because the first two characters
are in smaller type while the remaining three characters are in larger
type. The normal arrangement is for the first three characters to be in
smaller type and for the following characters to be in larger type. The
Textlic Marking Machine Company has stated only a limited number of
machines have been manufactured which print laundry marks in this
manner. Investigation is proceeding on an expedited basis to locate these
machines for the purpose of identifying the laundry marks.

Richard
Helm, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency, has

furnished the Central Intelligence Agency file on Robert Ervin Kramer,
M. D., Berkeley, California, whom Helm considers a suspect because of
his resemblance to an artist's consection of the subject and because of the
Central Intelligence Agency's experience with Kramer. The Central
Intelligence Agency file states Kramer has allong arrest record and contains
a Berkeley Police Department photograph, dated 1/27/86, number 22805.

Enclosure 5
CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

He has been a chronic letter writer to the Central Intelligence Agency
criticizing them and the Government. By letter of 12/29/67 Kramer
requested the Central Intelligence Agency to pay him $100, 000 monthly
for six months for a paper on geopolitical economy he had previously
submitted. He concluded his letter with the statement, "In the event that
you fail to acknowledge my request, I can accept no responsibility for
any future efforts necessary to gain the combined ends of ideal
government and financial recompense."

The only record of Kramer found in Bureau files is a
memorandum from the Central Intelligence Agency, 1/18/68, advising
us of his letters to the Central Intelligence Agency. No record can be
located in the Identification Division but Kramer's fingerprints are being
obtained from the Berkeley police.

A. c. Hayden, Intra-Division Information Unit of the Department,
advised on the evening of 4/8/68 that Beatrice Rosenberg, a secretary in
the Attorney General's office, had received a telephone call from a
man identifying himself as Frederick Dunstan who said he resided at
Route 350, Whitefield, North Carolina. Dunstan said he was calling the
Attorney General to report that a white man was in his house, was drunk,
had a gun and said he had killed Martin Luther King, Jr.

There is no Whitefield, North Carolina. There is a Whiteville,
North Carolina. Investigation by the Charlotte Division has failed to
locate a Route 350, Box 350, or Highway 350 in the Whiteville area and
no record of a Frederick Dunstan has been located. No record of Dunstan
could be found in Bureau files.

A pair of duckbill pliers was found among the personal effects
believed to have been abandoned by the subject. These pliers bear a
trademark of the Rompage Hardware Company, Los Angeles. Employees
at the hardware company believe this is one of twelve pliers purchased in
October, 1966. Employees have no recollection of the sale of these
pliers but an exhaustive search is being made of charge sale records.

It is noted that the rifle believed to be the murder weapon was
purchased in Birmingham, Alabama, 3/30/68. Binoculars found with the
rifle were purchased in Memphis, 4/4/68. A latent fingerprint found on
the rifle is identical witha latent fingerprint found on the binoculars. This
presents a strong probability that these fingerprints are those of the subject.

-2- CONTINUED PAGE THREE- . 
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

Other major avenues of investigation include checking out
white Mustang automobiles, since one was seen leaving at a high rate
of speed after the shot was fired; efforts to trace a bedspread or blanket
found with the gun, and the immediate processing of all suspects as
soon as they are developed.

ACTION:

1.Attached is a memorandum for the White House, the Attorney
General, the Deputy Attorney General and the Civil Rights Division.

2. Investigation is continuing on an all-out basis.

- . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 9, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

In connection with the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
on April 4, 1968, we are continuing the investigation with all
possible diligence and dispatch.

The investigation is nationwide in scope as countless
suspects are being processed and physical evidence is being
traced,

A rifle, believed to be the murder weapon, and a zipper
bag containing a pair of binoculars and a large number of personal
items were apparently abandoned by the subject immediately
after the shooting. Extensive efforts are being made to identify
the source of each of these items as a means of identifying and
locating the person or persons responsible for the killing.

In addition to active investigative efforts throughout
the field, the many facilities of the FBI Laboratory and Identification
Division are continuing to make exhaustive tests of evidence
obtained,

You may be completely assured that this investigation
will continue on an expedited basis until the matter has been
finally resolved.

In Reply. Please Refer to 

File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Of' JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 

WASHINGTON. I>.C. 20535 
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Rewrite ofmem

of some date

Mr. Bishop 4-8-68

M. A. Jones before
Long

INTERVIEW OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
ON TV PROGRAM "MEET THE PRESS"

SUNDAY, 4-7-68

On Sunday afternoon, 4-7-68, the Attorney General (AG)
appeared on "Meet the Press," and was interviewed by a panel made up
of various news correspondents, moderated by Lawrence Spivak, concern-
ing the slaying of Martin Luther King, Jr., and the resulting riots through-
out our country. Some of the pertinent questions asked the AG and his
replies, including two questions about the FBI, follow in chronological
order.

The first question asked the AG was whether the Justice
Department knew the name of the man who killed King. The AG replied
by stating that there is a large amount of physical evidence and that
ballistic tests have been made on the weapon that allegedly was used to
kill King. The AG also noted, in response to an inquiry, that there.was no
evidence of more than one person/involved in this slaying.

A statement was then made by one of the panelists to the
effect thatKing espoused civil disobedience and was urging this upcoming
march on Washington and the panelist wanted to know if this was a good idea
now. The AG replied by stating it is not a good Idea to have 2 march on
Washington at this time as it could be very risky, and advised that any
demonstrations should be held within the law and after an assurance of
minimum risk of violence.

The statement was made by apanelist that "we are 2 Nation
of laws yet there are strong rumors of concentration camps for Negroes."
The AG advised that these rumors are false, that there are no concentration
camps and that we wouldn't have any such camps.

The AG was then asked whether the Federal Government would
turn over to the State of Tennessee for prosecution the slayer of King, since
this was a murder and murder was not a Federal offense. The AG replied
that the State of Tennessee is very anxious to prosecute the slayer of Martin
Luther King and although no definite decision has been made yet he felt that
1 -Mr. DeLoach 1 -Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Bishop 1 -Mr. Gale
1 -Mr. Rosen 1 -Mr. Casper ONTINUED-OVER TH4JCF:ent/mls/cs

---
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Jones to Bishop Memo
RE: INTERVIEW OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

the prosecution of the slayer of King might be turned over to Tennessee.
In response to the inquiry as to what is the expected time for arrest of
the slayer, the AGnoted that he couldnot say.

The AG was next asked as to his reaction to the statement
attributed to Stokely Carmichael for the Negroes to "get guns and go out
on the street. The AG advised this is suicidal,# whas not happened
(Negroes getting guns and going out on the streets) and will not happen.
The AG also pointed out that if Carmichael has committed a crime against
the Federal Government he will be prosecuted to the limit of the law. In
response to the inquiry, "Do you have the man who killed Dr. King on the
run or are you checking various organizations, the AG replied that we have
the man on the run and that we know more today (Sunday) than we did two
days ago.

The AG was then asked if FBI Agents were assigned to
protect King in Memphis. The AG stated that the FBI had a limited
surveillance on Dr. King but that the FBI does not have jurisdiction to offer
protection to King or any other Negro leaders. He noted that there was a
"heavy presence" of FBI Agente inMemphis but that they had no authority
to protect Dr. King. A question was then asked of the AG to the effect that
if there was a "heavy Federal presence" in Memphis how was itpossible for
the killer of Dr. King to escape. The AG noted that this was a carefully
planned assault on Dr. King. In response to the inquiry as to why this
"Federal presence" did not advise Dr. King as to the dangers and risks
involved inhis being in Memphis, the AG noted that Dr. King was fully
aware of the dangers and risks but that he still insisted on being in Memphis.
There then followed a general discussion concerning the police allowing
looting to take place in Washington, D. c., at the beginning of this disorder.
The AG disagreed with some of the views given by various panelists and noted
that the Metropolitan Police Department acted firmly but didnot over react.
He stated that the local police had good training, did a good job and gave a
good performance when all factors were considered, especially since they
were undermanned.

The AG also noted that in connection with the rioters, there did
not appear to be any central training or organized rioting by the individuals
involved. He also noted that prospects for control of the sale of firearms in
our country today should be much better and that the Federal Government and
State Governments should act at once to enact proper legislation in this field.
RECOMMENDATION:

For Director's information.

-2-
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Mr. DeLoach April 8, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McDonough
1 Mr. Long- Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. Bishop

In connection with the investigation into the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr., 4/4/68, it is noted that a rifle which is
believed to be the murder weapon and a small bag containing various
personal items have been recovered after apparently being abandoned
by the subject.

Attached is a set of colored photographs showing these items.

It is noted that the rifle which is believed to be the murder
weapon has been traced to a retail gun dealer in Birmingham, Alabama,
who sold the weapon on 3/30/68 to an individual using the name of
Harvey Lowmeyer. This individual gave an improper address and
it appears most likely that the name he used is fictitious.

In the attached photographs is a picture showing a tee shirt
and 2 pair of shorts that were in a small xipper bag. Both of these
items bear laundry marks on red tags which were prepared by a
Thermo Seal marking machine. It is noted that the front end of these
marking tapes have been cut on the bias and the manufacturer of
these machines has advised that this peculiarity indicates the laundry
marks were made by one of only five or seven machines that have
been manufactured by this company. The records of the manufacturer
are being checked on an expedite basis to identify the laundries using
these particular machines and they will be immediately contacted as
soon as their locations are known.

711113Also included in the attached photographs is apicture of a
blanket or a bedspread which was wrapped around the rifle when itwas
recovered. This appears to be the type of blanket or bedspread often
used by motels and extensive investigation is underway in Tennessee,
Alabama, and Mississippi in an effort to identify the source of this item.

Enclosures
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

The attached photograph showing binoculars, toilet articles
and other personal items found in the blue zipper kit shows two cans of
Schlitz beer. These beer cans bear Mississippi tax stamps. These
beer cans also have certain numbers on one end of the can which
may afford apossible means of identifying the distributor through
whom the beer was sold. Photographs showing these markings have
been sent to the Jackson Division, which is making every effort to
trace the cans of beer.

In addition to the specific items detailed above, extensive
investigation is underway throughout the field to trace each of the
items that was found with the rifle, which is believed to be the
murder weapon.

ACTION:

All phases of this investigation are being vigorously pursued
on a top priority basis.

-2-
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Tlae attaelled plaotacnpla uowlne b1aocuJan, .tou.t artlclta -
ad otber.Ptr•••l ltema IOwtd la tile blue atpper kit allon two ew ot 
Sdluts _,._ ne.. beer·eau bnr WNlulJpl tax atlmpa. · Tbtae _ 
.beer cau a1lo Jaaye ceriala •---.... ...Sot t.t ca wldela 
may afford a ,-alble mew or ldeatuyJIII tlae dlatrllaater tlnualt 
wllom tllebeerwuNld. P~a110w111-e..1emuklapkft 
beea aeat to tile JacboaDlNI-, ·wldell ls makl,c ..-, effort to 
trace tJ1e CIU of bMr. 

., ' 

· .Jn a4dW. to tlae apeclfte lteu dttlUed alme, .._lw 
1aYeat1p.Uoa 1a __,,,a.y ~ tu a.w to tn.ee .eacJa or u. 
flema tilat waa foulld wt.tit. tile rW., ·wJalcll ia bellffecl •to IMt tlMt ---..... 
ACTJOM: 

AU ,_. ... ot tlda ·1a.-eattpU. are Nlac -Yl&--IJ punue4 
oa·atopprlorltybaaia. . " -

. ---

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mr. DeLoach April 8, 1968

1 - Wir. DeLeach
A. Rosen 1 - Air. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. McDonoughDr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
4/4/68.

Attached for approval is a memorandum to the White House
summarizing developments since the last memorandum was prepared for
the President on 4/6/68. Copies have been prepared for the Attorney
General, the Deputy Attorney General, and the Civil Rights Division.
The following details are not included in the attached memorandum.

Among the Items recovered near the crime scene were an
undershirt and a pairof shorts, each bearing the same printed laundry
mark. It has been determined that the mark was made by a Thermo
Seal marking machine manifectured by the Textile Machine Company.
Headquarters of the manufacturer cannot identify the laundry involved
but believes the marking code indicates a laundry in the Northeastern
states. All laundries using these marking machines are being contacted.

It is noted that the rifle believed to be the murder weapon was
sold by a Birmingham dealer on 3/30/68. It has been determined that
the person who purchased this weapon handled other guns in the store
and three of these weaponsare presently being processed for fingerprints
by the Identification Divisiba.

ACTION:
1. Attached for approval is a memorandum for the White House

with copies for the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and
the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigation is continuing on an expedite basis.

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535In Reply. Please Refer to

File No.

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of
the person or persons responsible.

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities,

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being ",

vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.

, 
.... - ..... 

-. 

UNITED STATES DEPART~JE0T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAi, BUREAU Of lXVESTlGATIO.N 

In Reply. Plea$~ R,4er v, 
WASUINGTON. D,C. 20535 

Fil~ NQ. 
April 8, .1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR0 

. 
Investigation into the murder of Martin .Luther King, Jr., 

is proceeding on a top priority basis and tI:ie complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsibleo · 

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and 
investigation has eliminated a number of suspectso In addition to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subjecti 
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable 
of this crime because of their past activitieso 

Every logical avenµe of investigative approach is being -. 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possibleo 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Mr. DeLoach April 8, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 n Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Martindale1 Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
4/4/68.

Attached for approval is a memorandum to the White House
summarizing developments since the last memorandum was prepared for
the President on 4/6/68. Coptes have been prepared for the Attorney
General, the Deputy Attorney General, and the Civil Rights Division.
The following details are not included in the attached memorandum.

Among the items recovered near the crime scene were an
undershirt and a pair of shorts, each bearing the same printed laundry
mark. It has been determined that the mark was made by a Thermo
Seal marking machine manufactured by the Testile Machine Company.
Headquarters of the manufacturer cannot Identify the laundry involved
but believes the marking code indicates a laundry in the Northeastern
states. All laundries using these marking machines are being contacted.

It is noted that the rifle believed to be the murder weapon was
sold by a Birmingham dealer on 3/30/68. It has been determined that
the person who purchased this weapon handled other guns in the stère
and three of these weapons are presently being processed for fingerprints
by the Identification Division.

ACTION:
1. Attached for approval is a memorandum for the White House

with copies for the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and
the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigation is continuing on an expedite basis.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply. Please Refer to

File No.

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of
the person or persons responsible.

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.

In R~ply. Pleas~ R~Jcr tQ 

Fil~ /S<1, · · · 

... 

• UNITED STATES DEPART~IENT OF JUSTICE 

1-'EOI-:RAL BUREAU Of' INV,ESTIGATION 

WASIUNCTON. D,C. 20535 

'April 8, · 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo 

. 
Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 

is proceeding on a top priQrity basis and the complete facilities 
of the ·FBI are committed to the identilication and apprehension of 
the person or persons :responsibleo · · :.: ·· 

Additional evidence is-being .steadily dev~loped and. 
investigation has eliminated a ·number '•of suspectso In addition to 
exploiting ail available direct evidence :that could lead to the subject~ 
we are also checking a· large number of persons cQnsidered capable . 
of this crime because of their past activitieso· · · 

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being 
vigorously pursued to ·resolve this matter as quickly as··pos_sibleo 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
of

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. ,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.

.. 

.e • U~lTf:D STATES Df;PART},IENT OF JUSTICE 

I-' E D B R .A L JJ U R EA U O }' l ,N V EST I G AT ~ 0 .N 

Ir& Reply. Pleas~ Ref er to 

Fil~ f,,'q. 

W,.\SUINC'X'ON • D,C. 20535 

_April 8, ~1968 -

MURDER OF -MARTIN .LUTHER KING, JRo 

Investigation into the murde·r of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is proceeding on a top priority basi~ and_,the. complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the .. identification and apprehension of 
the person or persons .responsibleo · 

Additional evidence is being steadily developed ~nd . 
investigation has eliminated a number of suspectso In addition to 
exploitiug all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject1 

we are also c_hecking a Jarge number of persons considered capable 
of this crim_e because of th_eir past activitieso -. 

Every logical avenµe of investigative approach is being . 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possibleo 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
OF

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535In Reply. Please Refer to

File No.

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. ,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities,

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.

In R;ply, Plcasir Rirfcr to 

Fi.lir No. 

• • U~ITl~D STATES DEPART,\IENT 01-' JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF J;'\VESTlGA1'lON 

WA$1iJNGTON, D,C. 20535 

A.pril 8, 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER-KING, JR. 

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete .facilities·· 
of the ·FBI are committed to the ·identification and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsibleo 

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and 
investigation has eliminated a ·number of suspectso In addition to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large number of _pe·rsons considered capable 
of this crime because of their past activitieso , 

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possibleo 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION
OF

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply, Please Refer to

File No.

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. ,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.

In R1:ply, Pleas'! Rt/ er tQ 

Fill!l\'Q. 

• UNITED STATES DEPAHT~JE~T or JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU Of l~YESTIGATIO,:'\ 

W..\SUINCtoN. D.c. 20S35 

April 8, 1968 

I 
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo 

. 
Investigation into the murder of Martin L:uther King, Jr., 

is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsitileo 

' ' 

Additional evidence is being steadily"'developed and 
investigation has eliminated a ·number of suspectso In addition ·to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large number of persons co_nsidered capable 
of this crime because of their past activitieso · 

. . 

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being 
vigorously pursued to .re.solve this ·matter as quickly as pos_sibleo 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply. Please Refer to
File No.

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. ,
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of
the person or persons responsible.

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.

In Reply, Plea st Rt/ er to 

Filtf,,'Q: 

. e • Ul\'ITRO STATES DEPART~tENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDl-;RAL BUREAU OF lNVESTIGJ\TIOi'."-

W..\_~IUNC'X'ON, p.c. 20535 

April 8, 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN"LUTHER KING, JR9 

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr9, 
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities 
of the ·FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of 
the person or persons responsibleo 

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and 
·investigation has eliminated a ·number of suspectso In additio_n to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject1 

we are also ~hecking a large number of person~ considered capable 
of this crim~ because of their past activitieso 

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being 
vigorously _pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possibleo 

·, 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply, Please Refer to
File No.

April 8, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 8
is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of
the person or persons responsible,

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and
investigation has eliminated a number of suspects. In addition to
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject,
we are also checking a large number of persons considered capable
of this crime because of their past activities.

Every logical avenue of investigative approach is being
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as quickly as possible.

In. &ply, Pleas'! Refer to ,.. 

Fili! N'>-

• • U4'1TED STATES DEPART~IENT 01:<' JUSTICE 

FEDERAi. BUREAU OF INVf;STIGATION 

W.\SIUNCTON • D.C. 20535 

April 8, 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRo 

' . 
Investigation into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jro, 

is proceeding on a top priority basis and the complete facilities 
of the FBI are committed to the identification and apprehension of. 
the person or persons responsibleo · 

Additional evidence is being steadily developed and . 
investigation has eliminated a nuniber of suspectso In addition to 
exploiting all available direct evidence that could lead to the subject, 
we are also checking a large .number of :persons considered capable 
of this crime because of their ·past activitieso 

Every logical avenue of investigative approach 'is being 
vigorously pursued to resolve this matter as ·quickly as possibleo 
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Mr. DeLeach April 6, 1968

1 was Mr. DeLeach
A. Remen 1 - Mr. Romen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 n Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. McDonough
3 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conred
1 - Mr. Sullivan

There is attached n letterhead menormative for the
President, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General
and the Civil Rights Division setting forth information developedto date. It to pointed out in the memerandum that Laboratory
examination of the bullet removed from King has established
that the bollet could have been fired from the rifle found
near the scene, however, due to autilation It cannot be stated
that it was actually fixed from this one rifle; investigation
has determined that the rifle was obtained in the Birmingham
area on 3/30/63 by an individual giving the name of Harvey
Lowneyer: and that the bisoculars found in the sipper bag
were purchased in Kemphis, Teachers on the afternoon of
4/4/88.

The following details do not appear in the
letterhead

The individual using Rece 58 at the flophouse had
siven the same of John Willard. Investigation has eliminated
John Hubeart Wallard, FBI Number 836 454-C as being the
individual who was at the flophouse issumuch an his sharezhouts
have been accounted for during the pertiment period.

A check of all airlines, motels and hotels in the
Birmingham area has determined that an individual using the
name of W. J. Leimoyer made telephonic reservation at Southern
Airlines, Sirmingham, for travel OR 3/27/88 from Birningham
to Minneapolis, Minnesota. Lehroyer never appeared for flight
and gave places of contact as Parkingant House and Airport
Motels, Birmingkam, Investigation falled to locate Lehmayer
no guest. Records of Belts Airlines indicate that on 3/27/68
W. J. Lehmayer purchased ticket for flight from Birmingham

Exclosure:

CLE:wie job(11) CONTINUED e OVER

I : I • • ... ~• ... ' . 

. I 
I 
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Nenorandos Rowen to Deloach
Re: MORDER or MARTON LUTHER KING, JR.

esconte to Neaphis then leaving Memphis enroste to Chicagoand thereafter space on Northwest Airline from Chicago to
Ninnespolis, Hinnesota. Airline personnel at Birninghamunable to may 11 Lekesyer traveled to Misnespolis, but canstate this individual did pass through gate for flight to
Nomphis. This matter being thoroughly checked out.

ACTION:

1. Attached is a leteerhead memorandum for the
White House, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General
and the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigation is continuing on a toppriority basis.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

r 

.. 

Jn, 'R~ly. Plc<Js~ Rt/fr ti> 

File /Sr,. 

• . 
UNIT.E.D STAT.ES DEPARTMKNT Of JUSTICR 

}'f:J>I::RAL -IlUHF.AU Of' l~VESTIGATIO~ 

WASIIINC7:0:-i', X>,C, 20535 

'MURDER OF MARTIN -LUTHER KING, JR. 

I. 

Laboratory examination of the bullet.removed from the 
body of Martin Luther :King, Jr., has -established that it'is a • 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting 'type bullet of Remington­
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have ·been fired.from the · 
rifle found o·n April 4, :1968, near the scene of the shooting _by . 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. :D.1e to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot 
·be stated that 'it was actually ·fired from this particular .rifle. · 

Jt has been determined that the rifle was obtained _in . 
. Birmingham, Alabama,_ on March 30, 1968. :Employees of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual 
us,ing the name o~ Harvey LO\vmeyer· purchased a calib3r 243 W ' · ·· 
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. ·He had a Redfield scope 'mounted ~ 
cm the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer ind1cated he planned tp· go to 
·\V1sconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmey~r 
-returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The ·scope was then mounted on the 
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name ]..-0wn1eyer is 
fictitious, as is the addres_s given by'him. 

Extensive efforts are being n1ade to 'ide·ntify the ·person 
who purchased the .rifle. 

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag:!ound by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, _Memphis, Tennessee; 

The full ,investigation is continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify the indi vio.'ual oi:- individuals responsible for this 
·murder. 

I am advised also that the Memphis Police·,D-~partment is 
utilizing .its 'full ·facilities to solve this crime. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

In Reply. Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

In.Reply. P/CQ.sC Refer to 
Fil~ JYq. 

• UNITED STATES· DEPART)U;NT OF JUSTICE, 

l-' ta> ER AI, U UJO;A U 01'' J~ V l.:S'l' JC A'f I ON 

WA.SIU;-iGTON, l>,C. 20535 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER .KING, JR. 

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed,from the 
body qf·Martin Luther King, Jr., .has established that it is a • 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Reroington­
:Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the 
rifle found 9n_April 4, 1968, near the. scene of the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. -Oue to mutilation of the bullet, -it cannot 
be stated that.it was actually .fired.from this particular rifle. ~ -

.It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in 
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Emplo'yees qf.Aero 
·Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an inmvidual · 
us_ing the name of Harvey .Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 ·w . 
Remington.rifle on ·March 29, 1968. He had a Redfiel4 scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. ·Lowmey'er indicated he planned to go to 
Wisco_nsin to hunt. The fo_llowing day, ·March 30, .1968, Lowmeyer 
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged .it for a Remington , 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber.' The scope was. then mounted on the 
second rifle by the store. .It appears that the name Lowmeyer is . 
fictitious, as .is the address, given by him. · ·· 

.Extensive efforts are being .mad~ to ide_ntify the person 
who purchased the ·rifle. · 

The °Qinoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
•Canipe, were purchased during the after.noon of April 4, 1963, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Mem:phis, Tennessee. -, . 

' The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify, the individual or individuals responsible for this 
m:urder. · 

I am advised also that the Memphis ·Police Department is 
utilizing its full ·facilities to solve this crime. 

I 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr.,, has established that it is a 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired:from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

.In Reply. Plea~ Refer t1> 

File No. . 

• • UNI'f.ED ST,\1'J~S DJ~PARTMENT Of JUSTICJ-: 

r1-;nl:R.AL UUHl-:AU OF l;NVJ,;STIGA'l'ION 

April 6, 1968 · · 

MVRDER OF MARTIN .LUTHER KING, JR. 

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the 
body of.Martin Luther .King, Jr. , has established that it is a . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington­
-peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired ·from the 
rifle :found on April 4, 1968, n~ar· the scene of the 'shooting by 
Guy·warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it was actually fired :from this .Particular •rifle. 

It has been determined that the rifle •was qbtain~d in 
Birmingham, Alabama, on.March 30, 1968. ·Employees·of Aero 
·Marin~ Supply Company in .Birmingham have advised that an individual 
using th~ name of Harvey Lowmeyer pu~chased a caliber 24_3 ·\V, ·· · 
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. · -He had a Redfield scope mounted· 
on the .rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to 
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, :Lowmeyer 
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Re·mingto.n 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted ori the 
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer .is 
fictitious, as is the address given by him. 

Extensive effqrts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rifle. · 

The binoculars, which were in the z_ipper bag-found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, .1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being, 
made to identify the individual or indivlduals ·responsible for this 
nturder. · · 

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department.is · 
utilizing its full facilities ·to, solve this crime. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

In Reply. Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased:a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He hada Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowineyer indicated the planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged itifor a Remington
760 Model 30-06 caliber. The scope was them :mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the ziipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon off April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis IPolice Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

.[n, Reply. l'le<.is~ Refer ti) 
File ~V<J. 

UNITl~D STATES DEPART;\Il~NT OF JUSTICE 

f'El>J:R;\L BUHEAU 01' INVESTICAT.10~ 

WASIU:"iC'tON. D.C. 20535 

··April 6, 1968 · 

MURDER OF MARTIN:LUTHER1KING, JR. 

Laboratory examination of the bullet,removed.from the 
body of .Martin Luther King, Jr. , has established that it is a· . 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type l>ullet of Remington­
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have ·be.en ·fired ·from the 
rifle found on April 4, 19 68, near the scene or tthe shooting by' 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. ·0ue· to nmtilation or tne bullet, it cannot 
be stated that .it was actually fired from this ·pai.rrtictil~~ rifle. 

It has been determined that the rifle ,was obtained in 
:Birmingham, Alaoa,ma, · o·n March 30, 1~68. Employees of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual 
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchaseci~a caliber 243 W · 
Remington •rifle on March 29; .1968. He ha~ a :medfield scope mounte_d 
on the rifle at this time. Lowineyer .indicatedihe plam1~d to go to 
\Visconsin to hunt. The_-following day_,' March 3.m, 1968, "Lowmeyer 
returned th~ rifle to the store and exchanged itlfor a Remington 
760 .Mod~l . 30-06 caliber. The scope was theni;mounted <>n the · 
second rifle by the-store. It appears that the mtme _Lown1eyer is 
fictitious, as is the address given by him. 

· Extens_ive efforts are b~ing rnade to· lidentify the person 
who purchased the dfle. 

'I'he binoculars, which were in the z:ijpper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon a.ff April 4, 1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Men1phis, Tennessee. 

The full .investigation .is continuing.amd every effort is being 
made to identify the individual or indi yiduals ·rcesponsible -for this 
murder. 

I am atjvised also that the Memphis:]Police Department, is 
utilizing its full ·facilities to solve this crime- · 
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April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr.,, has established that it is a .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington trifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968; Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars; which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

In Refl,y, Pleas~ Ref,:r to 
File IS<>. 

U..NITED STATES DEPARTMJ~NT Of' JUSTICE 

F 1-; D E R A L B U 10: A U O F I ~ \' l-~ ST I G AT H> .N 

WASUINC'X'O:-.', l>,C. 20535 

April-6, .1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER "KING, JR. 

. Laboratory examinatiQn of the bullet -re·moved from the 
body of Martin .Luther King, Jr. , has established that ,it is a ~- 30 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of .Remington- 1 

Peters manufacture~ This bullet could have been fired from the 
rifle found o:n April 4, 1968, near the sce·ne qf the shooting by 
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. D.te to ·mutilation of the bullet, it·cannqt 
be stated that it \Vas actually :fired from this particular :rifle. 

- It has been determined that. the rifl~ was obtained in 
Birmingham, Alabama, Qn ·March 30, 1968~ En1ployees of Aero 
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual 
us_ing the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W < . 
Remington :rifle on ·March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield_ scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go .to 
Wisconsin to hunt. The'·following day, March 30, 1968; Lowmeyer' 
:returned 'the rifle to the store and exchanged it Jor _a Remingto:n 
760 .Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope·was then mounted on the 
second ·rifle by the store.: It appears that the· name .Lown1eyer is 
fictitipus, a's is th_e address given by him: · · 

_Extensive effor_ts are being n1ade to identify the person 
who purchased the rifle. 

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoo1l'of April 4,, 1963, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

· The full investigation is continuing and every effort ,is being 
mace to .identify the individual or individuals -responsible for ·this 
murder. ·' 

I am advised also that the Memphis :Police Department is 
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased'a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

In Reply. Plw.s~ Ref er to 
File /XtJ. 

e. 
'UNITI~D STAT.l~S ·nEP.\In;~tENT 01'' )USTICf; 

}'J•; D E RA L B U R f. AU OF l N Y I; ST I GA 1' I ON 

WASUlNG1'0N, P.C. 20535 

.Aprll 6,,.1968 ... 

MURDER OF:MARTIN LQ'THER KING, JR.' 

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed-from the 
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a . 30. 
caliber .metal jacketed SQft point spQrting type bullet of .Remington­
-Peters manufacture.· 'This bullet could have been fired from 'the · 
•rifle founq on April 4, 1968, near the_ scene of the shooting by 
Guy'Warren Canipe, Sr. :D..ie to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that it·\vas-actua_lly fired :from this particular .r.ifle .. 

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in 
-Birmingham, ;Alabama, 0·1fMarch 30, 1968. · 'J~mployees qf Aero' · 
Marine Supply Com:pany in Birmingham have advised that ancindividual 
using the name of Harvey .Lowmeyer purchased'a caliber 243 ·\v ' 
·Remingto:n rifle on.March 29, 1968. He had a Redfi~lq scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowrneye:r -indicated he plam1ed to go to 
Wisconsin to punt. The :following day, March 30, W68, Lowmeyer 
returned the •rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted Qn the 
second .rifle by the store. It appears that the_ name :Lpwmeyer is. 
fictitious, as is the address given by him. 

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the _rifle. · 

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag-found by 
Canipe, were.purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York 
Arms, .162 South Main Street, ·Memphis, Teru1essee. 

The .full ,investigation is continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this 
murder. 

I ~m advised also that the Memphis Police Dep~rtment is 
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply. Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
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April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr.,, has established that it is a 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr.. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

In Reply, Pko.se Refer to 
Fil" f,.'Q. 

• UNITl~D STATl~S Dt;PART~II~.NT 01-' JUSTICk: 

WASUX:'\CTOZ-., D.C. 20535 

April 6; 1968 

.MURDER OF ·MARTIN :LUTHER 'KING, JR. 

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed:from the· 
body of Martin ·Luther King, Jr. , has established that it is a . 30 . 
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington­
.Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been .fired .from the ' 
rifle found on April 4, 19 68, near the scene of the shooting 'by 
Guy·warren Canipe, Sr .. D..ie to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot 
be stated that 'it ·was actually .fired ·from _this par'ticular rifle~ . . . .. 

It has been deter:mined that. Uie -rifle was obtained in 
Birmingham, Alabama, on.March 30, 1968. .En1ployees of Aero . 
Marine Supply Company _in 'Birmingham'have advised that an individual 
using the name of .Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a ~liber 24~ \V 
Remington rifle on March 29, .1968. He tia'd a Redfield scope mounted 
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he pla1med to go to 
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March' 30, 1968, Lowm¢yer · 
returned the rifle to ,the store an4 exchanged it for a Remington 
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the · 
second rifle by the store. It appears that the mme Lowmeyer is 
fictitiqus, as ls the address given by him. 

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person 
who purchased the rifle. 

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by 
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York 
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. · 

The full investigation .is continuing and every effort is being 
made to identify the individual or individuals ·responsible for this 
murder. 

I am advised also that the Memphis Police ·Department is 
utilizing its full facilities to solve t!tis crime. · 
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