
A. Rom me. DLoJmb
" Mr. os

. Air. ,t&
i-Mt. MUM

to view *I the asuwoue togaauhMsI ewb
tho ea 1Invt th smrer~of eia Iatbe o~s Ar. Isf AMPUSO

I'msme, sa 4/4/"1 it to to thd +r r awe irns)m

thi bins 0 IWa~I t g as af Me aua144.VW dO

cat ons rotatg IthOs spmelfe eafe.

~J~~wj

Mr. DeLoach April 6, 1968

A. Rosen 1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. RosesI - Mr. Malley

MURKIN 1- Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Mohr
1- Mr. Callahan

In view of the numerous communications in connection with
the ease involving the murder of Martin Lather King, Jr., in Memphis,
Tennessee, on 4/4/68, it is felt that the code same MURKIN should be
utilized in order to more efficiently handle the mail. This code word
has been checked through the indices and there is so prior record of
it having been utilized as a code name.

ACTION:

This code name will be utilized in all intra-Bureau communi-
cations relating to this specific ease.

(10)
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Mr. Beloach April 6, 1908

1 - Mr. DoLoach
A. Easen 1 - Er. Rosan

1 - Etc. Halloy
1 - Etc. EcGovan

LUNDER OF MARTEN LITTHER KING, JR. I - Er. Eartindale
1 - Mr. Editoneugh
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Coprad
1 - Er. Collivan

There is attached a letterboad menorandum for the
President, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General
and the Civil Rights Division setting forth information developedto date. It is pointed out in the memorandum that Laboratory
examination of the bullet removed from King has established
that the bullet could have been fired from the rifle found
near the scene, however, des to autilation it cannot be stated
that it was actually fired from this one rifle; investigation
has determined that the rifle was obtained in the Birmingham
area on 3/30/68 by an individual giving the name of Harvey
Lowneyer; and that the binoculars found in the zipper bag
were purchased in Hemphis, Tennessee, on the afternoon of
4/4/08.

The following details do not appear in the
letterhead memorandum

The individual using Room 5B at the flophouse and
given the name of John Villard. Investigation has eliminated
John Hubeart Willard, FG1 Number 934 454-C as being the
individual who was at the flophouse inssmuch as his whereabouto
have been accounted for during the pertinent period.

A check of all airlines, motels and hotels in the
Birmingham area has determined that an individual using the
namo of W. 3. Lehnoyer made telephonic reservation at Southern
Airlines, Birmingham, for travel OR 3/27/68 from Birminghanto Hinneapolis, Minnesota. Lehneyer never appeared for flight
and gave places of contact as Parliment House and Airport
Hotels, Birningham. Investigation failed to locate Lohneyar
as guest. Records of Delta Airlines indicate that on 3/27/68
V. J. Lehseyer purchased ticket for flight from Birmingham

Enclosure

Clairwic
(11) CONTINUED up OVER
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Memorandum Rosen to DeLoach
Re: MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JB.

enroute to Memphis then leaving Memphis enroute to Chicago
and thereafter space on Northwest Airline from Chicago to
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Airline personnel at Birmingham
unable to say if Lehmeyer traveled to Minneapolis, but can
state this individual did pass through gate for flight to
Memphis. This matter being thoroughly checked out.

ACTION:

1. Attached is a letterhead memorandum for the
White House, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General
and the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigation is continuing on a top
priority basis.

- 2 -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU -OF INVESTI-GATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.
April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, .JR.

Laboratory.examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, .Ji., has established that it is a . 30

. caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington
Peters-manufacture.. This bullet could have-been fired froin the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by

, Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham,, Alabama, on March 30,..1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual

. using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a. caliber 243 W
, Remington rifle on March 29; 1968. -He had a Redfield scope mounted

on the rifle at this time. Lownieyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer .
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a. Remington ;
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the.
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased.during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals -responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
OY

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING; JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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Mr. DeLeach April 6, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGovan

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Martindale- Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sulliven

There is attached a letterhead memorandum for the
President, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General
and the Civil Rights Division netting forth information developedto date. It is pointed out in the menorandum that Laboratory
examination of the bullet removed from King has established
that the bullet could have been fired from the rifle found
near the scene, however, due to nutilation it cannot be stated
that it was actually fired from this one rifle; investigation
has determined that the rifle was obtained in the Birmingham
area on 3/30/68 by an individual giving the name of Harvey
Lowneyer; and that the binoculars found in the zipper bag
were purchased in Heaphis, Tennessee, on the afternoon of
4/4/68.

The following details de not appear in the
letterhead semorandum:

The individual using Room 5B at the flophouse had
given the name of John Willard. Investigation has eliminated
John Hubeart Willard, FBI Number 934 454-C as being the
individual who was at the flophouse inasauch as his whoreabouts
have been accounted for during the pertinent period.

A check of all airlines, motels and hotels in the
Birningham area has determined that an individual using the
name of W. J. Leiseyer made telephonic reservation at Southern
Airlines, Birningham, for travel on 3/27/68 from Birmingham
to Mionespolis, Minnesota, Lehmeyer never appeared for flight
and gave places of contact as Parliment House and Airport
Hotels, Birmingham. Investigation failed to locate Lehmeyer
as guest. Records of Delts Airlines indicate that on 3/27/68
W. J. Lehmeyer purchased ticket for flight from Birmingham

Enclosure

CLH:wjc (5ml)
(ME)

(11) CONTINUED OVER 71710
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Neworandes Roses to Deloach
Re: MURDED OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JE.

enroute to Memphis then leaving Memphis euroute to Chicago
and thereafter space on Northwest Airline from Chicago to
Minneapolis, Minnesota. Airline personnel at Birmingham
unable to say 11 Lehneyer traveled to Minneapolis, but can
state this individual did pass through gate for flight to
Memphis. This matter being thoroughly checked out.

ACTION:
Action

1. Attached to a letterhead Kemorandum for the
Shito House, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General
and the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigation is continuing on a toppriority basis.

- a -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply. lease Referto NYASlUNctoN, D.C. 20535
File No.

,April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the'
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet of Remington
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet,, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey :Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30,' 1968, 'Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model .30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on'the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

.Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, :Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or:individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department-is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

File No.

April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr.,, has established that it is a 30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting type bullet ofRemington-
Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the
rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained in
Birmingham, Alabama, on March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
760 Model 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears that the name Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person
who purchased the rifle.

The binoculars, which were in the zipper bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigation is continuing and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or individuals responsible for this
murder.

I am advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime.
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1-Mr. Coarad-Enc.
1-Mr. Frazier-Enc.
1-Office, 7133-Enc.

Mr. Conrad 4-5-88

R. H. Jevons

UNKNOWN SUBJECT;
also known as John Willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
VICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS

Sixtyeight Items were received from the Memphis Office todayin connection with this case. They consisted of abullet from the victim's
body, a .30-06 Springfield caliber Remington "Gamemaster" alide-action
rifle, Model 760, Serial Number 401476, with a Redfield telescope sight
attached, bearing Serial Number A17350, several loaded . 30-06 calibor
cartridges of both commercial and military types, a bedspread, a
auitcase containing numerous toilet articles, maps, a newspaper section,a binocular, towel, handkerchiei, apair of socks, two cans of beer,
purchased in Mississippi, and several miscellaneous items. In addition
to the above, three twenty-dollar bills were submitted for fingerprint
examination,

The bullet from King's body Is a. 30 caliber me tal-jacketed,
soft point, sporting type rifle bullet, similar in all remaining characteristics
to the bullets in five of the loaded cartridges found in the suitcase referred
to above. This suitcase was recovered by the Memphis Police Department
after being abandoned in the vicialty of 424 South Main Street. A cartridge
case found in this suitcase was identified as having been fired in the
Remington rifle referred to above which was also abandoned at this address.

Based on general rifling impressions, the bullet from King's body
could have been fired from the Remington rifle but due to mutilation of
the bullet, insefficient marks of value for identification remain and it was
not possible to determine definitely whether or not the fatal bullet came
from this rifle. This conclusion was reached independently by three of
the Laboratory's firearms examiners.
Enclosure
1-Mr. Tolson
1-Mr. Mohr
1-Mr. DeLoach
1-Mr. Rosen
1-Mr. Bishop in-9
1-Mr. Martindale
1-Mr. Trotter

RAF:nlb (11)
(CONTINUED - OVER)
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Memorandum to Mr. Conrad
Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECT;
also known as John willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. as

VICTIM, CIVIL RIGHTS

The Memphis Office requested the Laboratory to determine
the sources of many of the items submitted. These examinations
are going forward Some of the items submitted contained hair and
foreign fibers ofpossible value for comparison with suspect's hair
and clothing; however, to date, we have received no suspect's hair
or clothing for comparison.

All hairs recovered to date are of Caucasian origin rather
than of Negroid or other origin

Allmaterial received has been photographed and where appropriate,
has been or is being examined for latent fingerprists.

The Memphis Office isbeing furnished a teletype concerning
the firearma, hair and fiber, soil and document examinations today.

ACTION: None. For information.

2
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UDER 01R MARTIN LUTP. TNG,
CIVIL RIGHTS

. ert Iefner 6alled the Bureau at 12:45 ada.s.
today and advised that he'is from ewGrenood, Missisaippi
and was a inted with ajytn Dea- La Beckwith who hs bea
tried on two'occasions for the- murder of :Medgr Evers.
Reifner stated he believes the reason Beckwith was not v ncted

the murder of Medgr veia: is that-he had an ron-clad
alibi and that-Beckwith .on acially caoitteid tte murder. -

_ - Retnera e da t a T t ito the ..

h reabouts of ecwiths o at the tnie of the shooting
of Martin lther ing i.

ACTION:

Tat this ma ndm be trouted tothe Gee ral
Investigative Divisio fr'consider tioi in the nvestigat on
ofhe marder of Martin Lt her Iin; Jr.

CAP~bf,

1 .slivan
rosend

I-Hr. Manss

. achi,

Li ___ _____ _____ _____

Mr. W. C. Sullivan April 5, 1968

G. c. Moore

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
CIVIL RIGHTS

Mr. Albert Hefner called the Bureau at 12:45 a.m.

today and advised that he is from Greenwood, Mississippi,
and was acquainted with Byron De La Beckwith who has been
tried on two occasions for the murder of Medgar Evers.
Hefner stated he believes the reason Beckwith was not convicted
of the murder of Medgar Evers is that he had an iron-clad
alibi and that Beckwith's son actually committed the murder.

Hefner suggested that the FBI look into the
whereabouts of Beckwith's sono at the time of the shooting
of Martin Luther King, Jr.

ACTION:

That this memorandum be routed to the General
Investigative Division for consideration in the investigation
of the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

CAP:bff
(5)

1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Parkis
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i.C., Sullivan April 5, 1968

0. C. Moore.

ASSAsINATIaoN Ofx' MArTN LUTHER ;
$IN ',APRIL '4,' :1968"

At 3:30 a.m., April 5, 1968,' 6ecial Agent James r.
McGuire,. Night. Supervisor, Domestic Intelligence Division,
received a telephomp call from Mr. 2ebulon Strickland, of
Faiirfax. County, Virginia, telephone number 356=8826.
Mr. "Strickland.appeared disturbed and confused, indicating
that he had 'a .4 and a .45 revolver, ;and felt like shooting
isomeone.. Subsequently, he insisted he was not going to
shoot .anyone:.

It was determined that Strickland. is listed in
Bufi1es as a throtnio complainant' The.Virginia telephone
directory listed his address as "1045 Carpr," McLean,

.At 3:58 p.m., April 5, 1968, the above information:
was furnished. to -5enior Resident Agent Jesse all, .Arlington,
Virginia, .Resident Agency, tvho was instructed to furnish the
information to the appropriate police department.

ACT1ON: :

For nformation

(6 . C. Sullivan
A. Rosen :

Mr .G. C. Moore
1 Mr. J& F. McGuire

1 Mr. A. . "lton

Mr. W. C. Sullivan April 5, 1968

G. C. Moore

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
KING, APRIL 4, 1968

At 3:30 a.m., April 5, 1968, Special Agent James F.
McGuire, Night Supervisor, Domestic Intelligence Division,
received a telephone call from Mr. Zebulon Strickland, of
Fairfax County, Virginia, telephone number 356-8826.
Mr. Strickland appeared disturbed and confused, indicating
that he had a .44 and a .45 revolver, and felt like shooting
someone. Subsequently, he insisted he was not going to
shoot anyone.

It was determined that Strickland is listed in
Bufiles as a chronic complainant. The Virginia telephone
directory listed his address as "1045 Carpr," McLean,
Virginia.

At 3:58 p.m., April 5, 1968, the above information
was furnished to Senior Resident Agent Jesse Hall, Arlington,
Virginia, Resident Agency, who was instructed to furnish the
information to the appropriate police department.

ACTION:

For information.

ABF:1rb
(6)
- Mr. W. C. Sullivan

al Mr. A. Rosen- Mr. G. c. Moore Long
1 - Mr. J. F. McGuire
1 - Mr. A. B. Fulton
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Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1968

1 $ Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 1 - Mr. McGowan
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR-VICTIM 1- Mr. McDonough
CIVIL RIGHTS 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Sullivan

We have been successful in tracing the Remington rifle which
was found near the scene of the shooting and the box which was with the
rifle to a supply company in Birmingham, Alabama. The rifle in question
was sold on Saturday, 3/30/68, to an individual giving the name of
Harvey Lowmeyer, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabama. This
appears to be a fictitious name but the Birmigham Office is continuing
thorough investigation to Identify the purchaser.

The Birmingham Office determined that the Aero Marine Supply
Company, 5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, Alabama, had on Friday,
3/29/68, sold to Harvey Lowmeyer a.243 caliber Model 700 Remington
rifle. He indicated he wanted to go hunting inWisconsin and had the
dealer mount aRedfield scope on the rifle.

The following day, Saturday, 3/30/68, the individual returned
the gun stating that it was not the type rifle he wanted and he obtained a
Model 760, 30-06 caliber Remington rifle, serail number 461476. At
that time he ddd obtain a box of shells and had the Redfield scope removed
from the first rifle and mounted on the .30-06 caliber rifle.

Birmingham Office has advised that it appears that the name
Lowmeyer isa fictitious name and efforts are being made to identify the
purchaser of the gun. Lowmeyer is described as white male, 36 years
of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing between 150 and 160 pounds.

The rifle which was obtained on 3/29/68 and returned on 3/30/68
together with the box in which It was returned are being obtained by the
Birmingham Office and will be flown into the Bureau to be examined for
latent fingerprints.

ACTION:
You will be advised of pertinent developments in this matter.

CLM:vea (9)
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Mr. DeLosch April 5, 1988
1 -aMr. DeLoach

. Roeea I - Mr. Roses V
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 1 - Mr. ILdng
REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 1 - Mr. Callahan
CIVIL RIGHTS

ASAC Clifton BaMer of the Measphis Office taephiomnitay
advised that a check with the York Arms Company, 162 South Main
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, developed that a salesman sold a set
of binoclars similar to these recovered after the shooting to as
unidentified white man at approimastely 4:00 p.m. yesterday
afternoon, 4/4/O8.

The salesman recalled that the individual in question
inquired about a set of binoculars and when he was referred to
sets costing $200 and $90, he said that the price was tee high.
At that poaint the clerk recalled that he had an inarpen.ive set of
binaculars in the window, which he took out of the window in order
to make the sale. According to the salesman, the price of the
bioculars sold to this Individual was $39.95 plus $1. 60 tax, which
is identical with the amount shows an the sales receipt recovered
with the blnoculars.

The purchaser of the binoeulars paid for them with two
$20 bills, one $1 bill and seine change. (It is noted that the rifle
which was fouad with biaoculars was paid for in $20 bills and that
the rent for room SB in the rooming house from which the shot was
fired was also paid for with a $20 bill.)

The salesman described the purchaser of the binculars as being
a white man, approianately 26 - 32 years of age, 5 feet eleven
inches, 160 - 175 peamd, medium build: black or darkbrews hair,
combed straight back. He stated this individual had no regional
accent and was neatly dressed Ina white shirt with tie, dark
suit coat with matching trousers.

JGK:rmr
(7) CONTINUED - OVER
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Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach

A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen cong1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 1 - Mr. Long
REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 1 - Mr. Callahan
CIVIL RIGHTS

ASAC Clifton Halter of the Memphis Office telephonically
advised that a check with the York Arms Company, 162 South Main
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, developed that a salesman sold a set
of binoculars similar to those recovered after the shooting to an
unidentified white man at approximately 4:00 p.m. yesterday
afternoon, 4/4/68.

The salesman recalled that the individual in question
inquired about a set of binoculars and when he was referred to
sets costing $200 and $90, he said that the price was too high.
At that point the clerk recalled that he had an inexpensive set of
binoculars in the window, which he took out of the window in order
to make the sale. According to the salesman, the price of the
binoculars sold to this individual was $39. 95 plus $1. tax, which
is identical with the amount shown on the sales receipt recovered
with the binoculars.

The purchaser of the binoculars paid for them with two
$20 bills, one $1 bill and some change. (It is noted that the rifle
which was found with binoculars was paid for in $20 bills and that
the rent for room 5B in the rooming house from which the shot was
fired was also paid for with a $20 bill.)

The salesman described the purchaser of the binoculars as being
a white man, approximately 26 - 32 years of age, 5 feet eleven
inches, 160 - 175 pounds, medium build, black or dark brown hair,
combed straight back. He stated this individual had no regional
accent and was neatly dressed in a white shirt with tie, dark
suit coat with matching trousers.

JGK:rmr
(7) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DLoch
RE: UNSUB; REV. MARTIN LUTHER KIG, JR. - VICTIM

ASAC Halter advised that the York Arms Company is
approximately three blocks from the rooming house from which
the fatal shot was fired.

ASAC Balter was specifically asked whether he felt that
the salesman at the York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough
to be of assistance ia the preparationof an artist's conception,
and he stated thathe felthe was.

ACTION:

ItIs recommended thataqualified representative from
the Exhibits Section-be seat to Memphis inorderto prepare an
artist's conception of the suspect who purchased the bioculars
at the York Arms Company.

Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: UNSUB; REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

ASAC Halter advised that the York Arms Company is
approximately three blocks from the rooming house from which
the fatal shot was fired.

ASAC Halter was specifically asked whether he felt that
the salesman at the York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough
to be of assistance in the preparation of an artist's conception,
and he stated that he felt he was.

ACTION:

It is recommended that a qualified representative from
the Exhibits Section be sent to Memphis in order to prepare an
artist's conception of the suspect who purchased the binoculars
at the York Arms Company.

- 2 -
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!bDeLoach April5,19U8
= 1 Mr. DeLoach

Rosen - - W. Rose
1 - U Male

tJN~NWN~UBEC1; Mr. McGowas
1 NOWN SUBJECT;. Long
REV. ARTW L BER K ,JR. VI 1 - Mr. Callahan
CIVILRIGHTS

A8AC Canfton Hater oa te Memphis. on i epnaicallySavsed that a cebck with thie ork Arms Comlany, 162 south Mai.
Street, Memp]i, Tennessee, devo*pe thata salesman sold a. set
of binocalas similar to those recovered after the .ehotin to as
-ii n white man at approximately 4:00p.m. yesterday
afternoon, 4/4/68.

The salesman recaled that the individual in question
inquired about a set ofhinoculara andwhen he was referred to
sets costing $200 and $90, he said that the price was too high.
At thatpoint the clerk irecalled thathe had an iheapensive set of
bloculars in the window, which he took out of the window in order
to make the sale. According to the salesman, the price of the
bloculars sold to this individualwas $39.95 plus $1.00 tas, which

- is 4dentical with the amount showi on the sales receipt recovered
with the-binoculars.

The purchase of the binoculars paid for themwith two
$20 bills, one $1 bill and some change.. (It isnoted that the rifle
which was found with bluccularsvas paid for In $20 bills and that
the rent for room OB in the roomig house themhch the shot was
fired was also paid for with a $20 biL.)

.The salesman described the purchaser of the binoculars as being
awhite man, approuimately 26 - 32 years of age, 5 feet eleven
.Inches, 160 - 175 pounds, medium build~rkblackor darkbrownhair,
combed straight back. He stated this ladvidual had as regional
accent and was neatly dressed In a white ahirtwith tie, dark
salt coat with matching trousers.

(CONTIUED OVER

Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach

A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 1 - Mr. Long
REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. * VICTIM 1 - Mr. Callahan
CIVIL RIGHTS

ASAC Clifton Halter of the Memphis Office telephonically
advised that a check with the York Arms Company, 162 South Main
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, developed that a salesman sold a set
of binoculars similar to those recovered after the shooting to an
unidentified white man at approximately 4:00 p.m. yesterday
afternoon, 4/4/68.

The salesman recalled that the individual in question
inquired about a set of binoculars and when he was referred to
sets costing $200 and $90, he said that the price was too high.
At that point the clerk recalled that he had an inexpensive set of
binoculars in the window, which be took out of the window in order
to make the sale. According to the salesman, the price of the
binoculars sold to this individual was $39. 95 plus $1.00 tax, which
is identical with the amount shown on the sales receipt recovered
with the binoculars.

The purchaser of the binoculars paid for them with two
$20 bills, one $1 bill and some change. (it is noted that the rifle
which was found with binoculars was paid for in $20 bills and that
the rent for room 5B in the rooming house from which the shot was
fired was also paid for with a $20 bill.)

The salesman described the purchaser of the binoculars as being
a white man, approximately 26 - 32 years of age, 5 feet eleven
inches, 160 - 175 pounds, medium build;rblack or dark brown hair,
combed straight back. He stated this individual had no regional
accent and was neatly dressed in a white shirt with tie, dark
suit coat with matching trousers.

ME ) mileJGK:rmr
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Meanorand=m to Mr. DeLoach
HE: UB1 B; IEV. MARTIN LUTHER ING JA - VICTIM

ASAC Baker advised that the York Arms Company.le
apoxiately three blocks from the roong house from which
the fatalshotwas fired.

ASAC Ratter was specifically asked whether he felt that
the salesman at the York Arms Company Is knowledgeable enough
to be of assistance In the reparationof an artet'sconception,
and he stat that he felthewas.

ACT10N:

It1i recommededthat aqualifed representative from
the Exhbits Section be sent to Memphis inorder to prepare an
artist'sconception of the suspect who purchased the biaetalars
atthe York Arms COMag It is further recommended that while
thbeie this representative. prepared detailed diagram of the crime scene.

-2-

Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: UNSUB; REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM

ASAC Halter advised that the York Arms Company is
approximately three blocks from the rooming house from which
the fatal shot was fired.

ASAC Halter was specifically asked whether he felt that
the salesman at the York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough
to be of assistance in the preparation of anartist's conception,
and he stated that he felt he was.

ACTION:

It is recommended that a qualified representative from
the Exhibits Section be sent to Memphis in order to prepare an
artist's conception of the suspect who purchased the binoculars
at the York Arms Company. It is further recommended that while
there this representative prepared detailed diagram of the crime scene.a

- 2 -
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Mr. DeLoach April 5, 198

1 - Mr. DeLeach
A. Rose 1 - Mr. Resem

1- Mr. malley
UNKNOWN SUBJECT 1 -Mr. lsGwa
MARTIN LUTHER EIN, JR. - VICTIM .- Mr. Mslonough
CIVIL FIGHTS &Mr.LaOg

1 - Mr. Bisbop
1- Mr. Selian

We have been successtl ia tracing the Remington rifle which
was found sear the seae of the sheeting and the box which was with the
rifle to a sapply compea I Birmdaghat, Alabama. The rifle In question
was sold on Saturey, /se/, to as iaiidual giving the same of
Harvey Jewmyer, 1907 Souh 11th Street, Birminghas, Alabama. This
appears to be a fictitiss ame be the Biralgim (W11e is emasmmng
thorough invtestig a to identity the purchaser.

The BIrmingham Office detratned ththe peno Marine SandIy
Coieayr, 5701 Airport Highway, BirmiagheaAlabais, had on Friday,
3/29/68, mold to Ba Lewsyor a .343 caliber Mbde 700 Remingeto
rifle. He indicated he wanted to p haating in Wisconsin and had the
dealer mat a Relflid scope ea the rifle.

The followl day, tarda, 3/30/68, the individual returned
the gun statis that it was set the type rifle he wanted and he obtained a
Model 780, .30-06 caliber Remltes rifle, erail amber 4147a At
that time he di obtain a besat shells and had the Redtld scope remove
from the first rifle and wmeded a the .3-08 caliber rile.

BirmIngham (ee has advised that it appearsthat the name
Lewnser is a fictitiess same sad elorts are beng un to identify the
purehasrof the gaP. Lewasper is described as white sale, 36 years
et age, 6 fest 8 Saches tall, weigeig betwee 10 sad 140 pounds.

The rifle which was obtained e 3/20 and returned em 3/'
together with the bs to which it was retrmed are beiag obtaedm by the
BtrmihamCtice sad Mll be Uiewn lat e Berm to be ammed fo r
latest faserprses.

ACTION:
ewill be advised at partieatdeamen ia this astter.

CL a ()

Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 1 - Mr. McGowan
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 1 - Mr. McDonough
CIVIL RIGHTS 1 Mr. Long

1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Sullivan

We have been successful in tracing the Remington rifle which
was found near the scene of the shooting and the box which was with the
rifle to a supply company in Birmingham, Alabama. The rifle in question
was sold on Saturday, 3/30/68, to an individual giving the name of
Harvey Lowmeyer, 1907 South 11th Street, Birmingham, Alabama. This
appears to be a fictitious name but the Birmigham Office is continuing
thorough investigation to identify the purchaser.

The Birmingham Office determined that the Aero Marine Supply
Company, 5701 Airport Highway, Birmingham, Alabama, had on Friday,
3/29/68, sold to Harvey Lowmeyer a .243 caliber Model 700 Remington
rifle. He indicated he wanted to go hunting inWisconsin and had the
dealor mount a Redfield scope on the rifle.

The following day, Saturday, 3/30/68, the individual returned
the gun stating that it was not the type rifle he wanted and he obtained a
Model 760, .30-06 caliber Remington rifle, serail number 461476. At
that time he did obtain a box of shells and had the Redfield scope removed
from the first rifle and mounted on the .30-06 caliber rifle.

Birmingham Office has advised that it appears that the name
Lowmeyer is a fictitious name and efforts are being made to identify the
purchaser of the gun. Lowmeyer is described as white male, 36 years
of age, 5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing between 150 and 160 pounds.

The rifle which was obtained on 3/29/68 and returned on 3/30/68
together with the box in which it was returned are being obtained by the
Birmingham Office and will be flown into the Bureau to be examined for
latent fingerprints.

ACTION: (St.) 5-5You will be advised of pertinent developments in this matter.

CLM:vea (9)
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Mr. IM . C. Sullivan Aprl 5; 1968

- 0~. C,. Moore

.." - .ABBASSINATION OF MARTrIN"LIYEEER , . -.........
KING APRIL 4 1968

- At 11:30p.m., April 4, 1968, Spcial Agent
Arthuir B. Fulton Was on duty in the Domestic Intelligence
Division, and received a telephone call from one John Basko,.
12801 Knowledge Lane, Bovie, Marylaid, home phone 262-9502,
office phne. 933-5400.

-Rr. Basko advised that at approxtinately 9:45 p.m.,'
April 4, 1968,: he' was thn "J:;ohnnite MYanniales' Road House in,
6th and D Street, : Southwest,-. Washington, D. C.," and as he
was walking by a telephone, he overheard a man speaking on
-the phone say "I killed Matin Luther King tonight.

Mr. Basko advised that h'e could not identify the
caller. and he could only recall- that.- he was- a white male

" wearing a: light gray ,suit. .- e did recall that another man,
who was possibly with the caller, remarked that "they worked
across the street

ACTION
Refer to Geieral tnestigative Division in connection

With -the assassination of Martin Luther King.

ABF:1rb
(5)

-1- Mr. W. C. Sullivan
'-Mr. A. Rosen

Mr. 0.-C. Moore
.- 1 , Mr. A. B. Fulton

Memo

Mr. W. C. Sullivan April 5, 1968

G. C. Moore

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER
KING, APRIL 4, 1968

At 11:30 p.m., April 4, 1968, Special Agent
Arthur B. Fulton was on duty in the Domestic IntelligenceDivision and received a telephone call from one John Basko,
12601 Knowledge Lane, Bowie, Maryland, home phone 262-9502,office phone 933-5400.

Mr. Basko advised that at approximately 9:45 p.m.,April 4, 1968, he was in "Johnnie Mannises' Road House in
6th and D Street, Southwest, Washington, D. C.," and as he
was walking by a telephone, he overheard a man speaking on
the phone say "I killed Martin Luther King tonight."

Mr. Basko advised that he could not identify the
caller and he could only recall that he was a white male
wearing a light gray suit. He did recall that another man,
who was possibly with the caller, remarked that "they worked
across the street."
ACTION:

Refer to General Investigative Division in connection
with the assassination of Martin Luther King.

ABF:1rb
(5)

1 - Mr. W. C. SullivanQ w Mr. A. Rosen
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore
1 - Mr. A. B. Fulton
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Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Doson 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MUSDER OF MARTIN LUFHER HING, JR. 1 - Mr. Martindale
2 THE Mr. McDonough
B - Mr. Long
1 4 Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

At the request of the Department a full investigation
has been instituted into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
at Memphis, Tennessee, on the evening of 4/4/68.

Attached is n letterhead memorandum for the President,
the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and the
Civil Rights Division setting out the basic facts of the shooting
and summarizing information presently available.

The following details do not appear in the lotterhead
memorandum:

The individual using the name John Willard, who is
a suspect in this case, may be identical with John lubeart
Willard, also known as John Hubbard Villard, FBI No. 934 454-C
who received a probationary sentence, 6/25/58, in connection with
an areon charge in Mississippi. Extensive efforts are being
made to immediately locate John Hubeart Willard.

Although Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Harder,
suspects arrested by the police, were released when they were
vouched for by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, we
are thoroughly checking then out.
ACTION:

1. Attached is a letterhead memorandum for the White
House, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and
the Civil nights Division.

2. All-out investigation is continuing on a top
priority basis.

Enclosure mr.ELECTS
(11)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTM1ENT 1F JUSTICE

____ FEDERAL BlUREAU7 OY INVESTIGATION

In Reply. Pleos-e Rfer to WA$INGTON. n.C. 20535
File AV*.

April 5, -1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

.At approximately 6:03 p. m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee. King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard. He was taken at once to St. Joseph.Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p0 m. Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord.

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second.floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing. A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p. m. and
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of
King's -room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968.

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the -rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. n, and 3:30 p. n., April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one weekss rent in advance. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and -Motel. We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine
company approximately 300 feet from King's room. At approximately 6 p.n.
he heaid a noise at his door. He looked up and saw a man walking away.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTICATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply. Please Refer to

File No.

April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At approximately 6:03 p. m. April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and

Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard. He was taken at once to St. Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 po m. Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord,

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing. A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 P. m. and
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and

possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968.

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who

gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m. and 3:30 p.m., April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week's rent in advance. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel. We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine
company approximately 300 feet from King's room. At approximately 6 p.m.
he heard a noise at his door. He looked up and saw a man walking away.
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MURDER OF MARTIN.LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speedo

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a .30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars.

The bullet recovered from King ts body is also being examined
by the -FBILaboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage. These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder. Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released.

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder.

-2-

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed.

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a . 30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476. The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars.

The bullet recovered from King's body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage. These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder. Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released.

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder.

- 2 -
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izir. DLo~ACh Apr.1 5, 1965

-,~ - U r.MoLoach
A, boson 1 - 1r. PMosen

2 w Ur..alloy
1 - Mr. l cGovan

NuiRIDf 02 1-AI'T111 Lam~.E~KING. JR. 1 - W. 'Martindalo
"I 'car. oug
I-1r. flishop

1 «- Oar. Conrad
I - mr. Sullivan

At the requezt of the Departmoat a full inve-stigation
has boon instituted into tho =urder of lx rtii Lther £ng, Jr.,,
at L2nphis, Win: ssee, on tho ovoning of 4/4/68.

Attachod in a lotterhoad memorandum for the President,
tho Attornoy Cwnral1, tho Deapmty Attorneoy General and tho
Civil -Ri;Shts Division nutting out tho basi~c facts of tho shootin3

1 ~and suimarizin ; information -prosently :available,

The following details doo not nypear in tho lottorhoad

Thomindividual using tho nanol Joan Villard, w~ho is
a suset in this caso, may bo Id~entical with John Ilubeart

sho receivod a probationary sentence, 6/25/53, in conzmction wiith
anarson chavgo in Uississippi. Fz tonsivo offorts aro being

m1adt :iolacl3 atJan ubar l cild lI o. 3 5C

Although :aruc1 I~tcuts L:vis ind Alex. J. Hurder,
susp~ects arrested, by tho police, ucro raleasod Then they o
vouched "for by the Zeuathern Christian Laderstip Conferenco, rvo
are thoroughly chcc1hin.gr them out.

ACTION:

1. Attached is a letterhead mm~orandum for the Shits
Hmoso, the attorney Coneral, the Doputy Attorney General and
tho Civil Rights D)ivision.

2. All-out iavestigati on is continuing on a top
priority basis.

(11).ur

Ms. DeLoach April 5, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Roson 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malloy
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Martindale
1 - Mr. EcDonough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

At the request of the Department a full investigation
has been instituted into the burder of Martin Luther King, Jr. ,
at Menphis, Tennessee, on the ovening 03 6/4/68.

Attached in a letterhoad nemorandum for the President,
the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and the
Civil Rights Division setting out the basic facts of the shooting
and summarizing information presently available.

The following details do not appear in the letterhead
memorandum:

The individual using the nano John Willard, who is
a suspect in this case, may bo identical with John Rubeart
Willard, also known as John Rubbard Willard, FBI No. 934 454-C
who received a probationary sentence, 6/25/58, in connection with
an arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive efforts are boing
made to immediately locate John Hubeart Willard.

Although Manuel Marcus Lovin and Alex J. Hurder,
suspects arrested by the polico, were released when they vero
vouched for by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, to
are thoroughly checking then out.

ACTION:

1. Attached is a letterhoad for the thito
House, the Attorney General, the Doputy Attorney General and
the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigati on is continuing on a top
priority basis.

Enclosure m-30ELHICS
(11),
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M4r. DoI~ach April 5, 1963

1 -- 1r. DoIoach
A. R~oson 1i. 1O~n

1 - .Ur. pkiloy
I1 - ,Xr, IcGo-a

UUrD.M! OF IAZT1.I LUG~ KIº0, jR~. 2. « Hr. 1.a tindalo
UZr. !McLonoush

1-Ur. Bisop
2- r. Coarad
I.- r. Sullivan

At the request of tho IDepaxtzont a full investigation
has been instituted into tho murder of Nlartiu Luther'King,, Jr.,
at L:enpis, `Iaunaneo, on the wroninS of V/1/60.

Attachod in a lottorhoad ra~orandun'for the President,
tho Attornoy Genaral., the Deoputy Attornoy Cencral znd tho
Civil Rights Division zottiug mat tho' basic facts of tho alhootin3
and surzariztng is oz'matfon prosently availablo.

The folloing details do not appear in tho loetterheadE
neoz'andun:

The individual using tho nawio .John M~llnrd, -,7 o is
a suspect in this caso, nay bo idotical. with Joan 1Ruboart
Willard, nao I en-o as John Dibbardi "Willard, FBI No. 034 4540C
w~ho recoivcd a probationary sentence, 6/25/53, in conimction with
an arson cbar,-o in Nississippi. 1=, tensiva olforts are boing
nado to innediatoly lo~ato John uuart Willard.

Although Manuel. Uarcus Lavin and Alga J. E:urder,
suspects arrested by the polico, vror xclearcd rhea they woro
vouched for by tho southern Christian Leadership Conuforenco, uo
aro thoroughly chchinu then out..

ACTION:

1. Attached is a letterhead iacnorandum for the Whito
'a House, the Attorney- Gonoral, the Doputy Attorney General rnd

the Civil I4giUts Division.

F L~. All-ocut investignU on is continuing on a top
priority basis..

Viuclosurd

(11:)C

Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1963

1 - Mr. DoLoach
A. Roson 1 - Lir. Rosen

1 - Hr. Malley
1 - Hr. McGowan

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Martindale
2 - Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

At the request of the Department a full investigation
has been instituted into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
at Menphis, Tennessee, on the evening of 4/4/68.

Attached is a letterhoad neurorandum for the President,
the Attorney General, the Deputy Attornoy General and the
Civil Rights Division sotting out the basic facts of the shooting
and summarizing information presently available.

The following details do not appear in the letterhead
neuorandun:

The individual using the name John Willard, who is
a suspect in this case, may bo identical with John Hubeart
Willard, also known as John Bubbard Willard, FBI No. 934 454-C
who received a probationary sentence, 6/25/53, in connection with
an arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive efforts are boing
made to immediately locate John Hubcart Willard.

Although Nanuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder,
suspects arrested by the police, woro released when they were
vouched for by tho Southern Christian Leadership Conference, to
are thoroughly chocking then out..

ACTION:

1. Attached is a lotterhead nomorandum for the thito
House, the Attorney General, the Deputy Attorney General and
the Civil Rights Division.

2. All-out investigati on is continuing on a top
priority basis.

Enclosure m-3a
ELY:CS

(11)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to WA$HXUGTON, mc, 20535
File No.

April 5, 1968

MURDER OF [MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At approximately 6:03 p, m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King ts associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard. He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p. m. Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord.

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor'bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p. m. and
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of
Kingt s room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. ,This man occupied .Room 5B
on April 4, 1968.

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m and 3:30 p, m,, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week's rent in advance. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel. We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine
company approximately 300 feet from King's room. At approximately 6 p. m.
he heard a noise at his door. He looked up and saw a man walking away.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply. Please Refer to

File No.

April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At approximately 6:03 m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard. He was taken at once to St. Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 po m. Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord.

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing. A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p. m. and
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968.

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himselfonly as John Willard and who

gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m. and 3:30 p. m., April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week's rent in advance. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel. We are making every effort to locate Willard as

quickly as possible.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine
company approximately 300 feet from King's room. At approximately 6 p. m.
he heard a noise at his door. He looked up and saw a man walking away.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts,
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a .30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476. The rifle-is equipped-with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars.

The bullet recovered from King's body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a'garage. These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder. "Bothhave been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released.

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder.
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telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars.

The bullet recovered from King's body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage. These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder. Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released.

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is
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Mr. Voboach April. 5, 1968
1 . Ur. Do~oach

1 - Mr -Malley
I - Uxr. 1McGowan

n;mm Or' mums?1 L it~U zno, JR. 1. - n . itortindalo a

1 1r.Conrad

At the requeiut of tho Erepar t nt a full investigation
has boon instituted into tho murdcr of iartin Luthor Ydn,,,, Jr.,
at tenp.ii, 'iCn=Zsco, on tho oveninv of 4A/4)I.

Attachad in a lsettorhoad =e oz'andu= for tho Presiderit,
the Attorney General, the Deputy Atttornoy Gonaral and tho
Civil RiU- ts Division sottil3 out tho bmsic fact3 oZ' tho shootln3
and suixii in o ation prosoatly avallable.

'rhe follo ing dotalls5 do not app nr in the lettzriwad

Tho individ~ual using the naao John A. ho is
a auspct, in this ca.o, may bo identica v ~T John libeart
Wilr. illad, also sknov'a an John AI bbard Willard, FBI No. 'y34 :-C
:7ho receivod a probationary sentence, G/2s/;8t in conmction w~ith
an arson char~e in Uississip i. Exte sive otforts Prm bo~ing,
nacle to i~ediatoly locato John "Fuboart Willard.

Alt cough nanuel M~nxcus Levin and Alex J. ERaer,,
suspects arrested by tho polico, woro releas d mhen they ware
vouched for by the %CoutheraChristian 'i adership Conferenco, Igo
aro thoroughly choc1kinZ them out.

ACTION:

1. Attached is a letterhead nenorandum for tho Shito
*ouso, the Attorwoy General, the Doputy Attornoy Gnatand
tho Civil Rigts3 Division. Gic)a

2. All-out invcstigaU on is cninuing on a top
priority basis.

Enclosuro

aU:fflT

Mr. DeLoach April 5, 1968

1 - Mr. DoLoach
A. Roson 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. licGowan

MURDER OS MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. Martindale
2 - Mr. EcDonough
1 - Er. Long
1 - Er. Bishop
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Sullivan

At the request of the Department a full investigation
has boon instituted into the murder of Martin Lather King, Jr.,
at Memphis, Tennessco, on the ovening of 4/4/68.

Attached is a letterhoad memorandum for the President,
the Attorney General, the Deputy Attornoy General and the
Civil Rights Division sotting out the basic facts of the shooting
and sumarizing information presently available.

The following details do not appear in the letterhead
neuorandum:

The individual using the name John Willard. who is
a suspect in this case, may bo identical with John Hubeart
Willard, also known as John Lubbard Willard, FBI No. 034 451-C
who received a probationary sentence, 6/25/58, in connection with
an arson charge in Mississippi. Extensive offorts are boing
made to immediately locate John Hubeart Willard.

Although Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J. Hurder,
suspects arrested by the police, vero released when they were
vouched for by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, to
are thoroughly checking then out.

ACTION:

1. Attached is a lotterhead personandum for the thito
House, the Attornoy General, the Doputy Attorney General and
the Civil Rights Division.

Sim-1)
2. All-out investigati on is continuing on a top

priority basis.

Enclosure

ELHICS
(11)
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UNITED STATES DEPART11ENT OF JUSTICE

FEDIERAL BUlREAU OF INVESTICATION

in Reply, Please Refer to 1'S1UlG7O%, D.C. 2033
Fit loo.

.April,5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER -KING, JR.

At approximately 6:03 pe m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second.floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King-fell immediately after the shot was
heard. He was taken at once to St0 Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord.

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205-feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p0 m. and
immediately after the shot was fired,"a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of
Kingts room Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968,

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between

* 3 p. m. and 3:30 p, m., April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week's rent in advance Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel0 We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine
company approximately 300 feet from King2s room. 'At approximately 6 p. m.
he heard a noise at his door. He looked up and saw a man walking away.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535
In Reply. Please Refer to

File No.

April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

At approximately 6:03 Po m., April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and

Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St. Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 po m. Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord.

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing. A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p. m. and

immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building. The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room. Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and

possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket. This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968.

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who

gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m. and 3:30 p.mo, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week's rent in advance. Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel. We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible.

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine
company approximately 300 feet from King's room. At approximately 6 p. m,
he heard a noise at his door. He looked up and saw a man walking away.
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speedo

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item. The carton contained a .30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476. The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars.

The bullet recovered:from King's body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage. These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin,and Alex J. Hurder. Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released.

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is
being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder.
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Director April 41 1968
Federal 'Bureauof Investigation

Stephen J. Pollak
.Assistant Attorney General
Civil :Rights Division

Unknown subjects; Dr. Mart-in
Luther -King, Jr., Victim;

Conspiracy Against Rights,
CIVIL RIGHTS

I have been advised by telephone that Dr, Martin
Luther Xing was this date shot and wounded by an
unidentified person or persons in Memphis, Tennessee,
where he traveled to lead a demonstration march
scheduled for April 8, 1968.

Please conduct a ,full Investigation into a
possible TVIatin of 28 V.':C. 241 and keep me
currently advised of all developments.

Director April 4, 1968Federal Bureau of Investigation

Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney GeneralCivil Rights Division
Unknown subjects; Dr. Martin

Luther King, Jr. Victim;
Conspiracy Against Rights,
CIVIL RIGHTS

I have been advised by telephone that Dr. Martin
Luther King was this date shot and wounded by an
unidentified person or persons in Memphis, Tennessee,
where he traveled to lead a demonstration march
scheduled for April 8, 1968.

Please conduct a full investigation into a
possible violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 and keep me
currently advised of all developments.
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ter. Rosen April 4, 198

1 Mr. Rosen
C. 1.. MGOwma I - Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan

UNKNOWN SUBJECT; I -r. .cDoough
DR. MAR TIN LUTHER EING (- Mr. Schmid
CIVIL RkIHS

MAC Cliff Halter, Memphis Divisiea, by telephone at 9:40 p. m.,
advised of developments in the shooting by a sadper of Dr. Martin Lather
King. Elag was shot shortly before 7 p. m., April 4, 1968, as he stood on
the balcony of his second floor room at the Lorraine Botel and Motel,
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis. Witnesses heard a shot, saw King fall,
and it is believed the shot came from a low clase hotel across the street.
Drs. J. N. Barrasso and Frederick Glors, St. Joseph's hospital, Memphis,
advised our Agents Dr. King was prnouaneed dead at 7:05 p. m. Leath was
caused by a bullet whichtore major seek vessels and severed the spial cord
at the root of theaek.

A Leputy Sheriff patrolling routinely in the area observed a yoag
white male throw a rifle and bag on the sidewalk and keep running. Pkolce
recovered a Remington Game Master, Model 780, with a scope aght contain
ing one 30.06 shell. The beg recovered by police contains a box of Peters
cartridges, binoculars, and various items of clothing.

Agents are to fly all iteme of evidence to Washington, D. C.,
tonight for Laboratory eramintion. As far as kaewa, one ballet was
fired and the spent bullet has not been recovered as yet and is believed
to be in King's body.

ABAC halter mentioned there has been sporadie looting in the
Ciy of Memphis. News reports reflected a curfew has been imposed on
the City of uemphis and 4, 000 National Gjraardtroops have been ordered
Into the city.

Asaiatant Director Conrad was advised and will arrange stand
by coverage for Laboratory eramanatine.

John Creighton, Identification Livisioe, was advised and has two
latent flgerpriant men standing by on duty.

DAshw
(1) CONTIUD OVER

SEE ADDENDUM PAGE TWO...

Mr. Rosen April 4, 1968

1 Mr. Rosen
C.L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan

UNKNOWN SUBJECT;
1. Mr. McDonough

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING (DECEASED) - VICTIMMr. Long 1 - Mr. Schmidt

CIVIL RIGHTS

ASAC Cliff Halter, Memphis Division, by telephone at 9:40 p.m.,
advised of developments in the shooting by a sniper of Dr. Martin Luther
King. King was shot shortly before 7 p.m., April 4, 1968, as he stood on
the balcony of his second floor room at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel,
406 Mulberry Street, Memphis. Witnesses heard a shot, saw King fall,
and it is believed the shot came from a low class hotel across the street.
Drs. J.N. Barrasso and Frederick Giora, St. Joseph's Hospital, Memphis,
advised our Agents Dr. King was pronounced dead at 7:05 p.m. Death was
caused by a bullet which tore major neck vessels and severed the spinal cord
at the root of the neck.

A Deputy Sheriff patrolling routinely in the area observed a young
white male throw a rifle and bag on the sidewalk and keep running. Police
recovered a Remington Game Master, Model 760, with a scope sight contain-
ing one 30. 06 shell. The bag recovered by police contains a box of Peters
cartridges, binoculars, and various items of clothing.

Agents are to fly all items of evidence to Washington, D.C.,
tonight for Laboratory examination. As far as known, one bullet was
fired and the spent bullet has not been recovered as yet and is believed
to be in King's body.

ASAC Halter mentioned there has been sporadic looting in the
City of Memphis. News reports reflected a curfew has been imposed on
the City of Memphis and 4, 000 National Guard troops have been ordered
into the city.

Assistant Director Courad was advised and will arrange stand-
by coverage for Laboratory examination.

John Creighton, Identification Division, was advised and has two
latent fingerprint men standing by on duty.

DASthw M-1
(7) CONTINUED - OVER

SEE ADDENDUM PAGE TWO
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING (DECEASED)

At 10:20 p.m., ASAC Halter advised two suspects were picked
up by Memphis police when they were found to be changing clothes in
a "garage" one or two blocks from the scene of the ahooting. The
suspects are Manual Marcus Levin, white male, born 7-2-45, who
claims to be a civil rights worker and a law student at the University
of Mississippi, Oxford, Mississippi; the other is Alex Jay Hurder,
white male, born 4-20-45, resides 926 West Markham, Durham,
North Carolina, and claims to be a civil rights worker and a law
student at Duke University. Bureau indices were checked and no direct
references to these individuals were found and references onvariations
being reviewed. Identification Division advised they have no record of
fingerprints in civil or criminal files.

The shot isnow believed to have been fired from a bathroom
window at 420 South Main Street, Memphis, about 100 years from
whereKing was standing. Three witnesses who reportedly saw the
shooting are being interviewed by Memphis Agents.

Senior Resident Agent, Nashville, hasbeen in touch with the
Governor of Tennessee who has called out the National Guard.

Memphis anticipates forwarding evidence by plane
departing Memphis 12:25 a. m., or12:30 a.m., 4-5-68, arriving
Dulles Airport 4:05 a.m., or 4:17 a.m., and will advise when
definitely arranged.

ADDENDUM: REL:CS 4/5/68
At 11:20 p.m., ASAC Ralter advised at this pointthey have three witnesses interviewed, have determined theserial number of the rifle to be 461476, a Remington Gamemaster

Model 760. ABAC Malter was instructed to immediately call the
New HavenOffice to have tracings of this rifle instituted.
ASAC Halter further stated that according to the news relesses
one Charles Stephens was a witness to this case and ASAC Halterstated that he would make arrangements to interview this person,if not already done. ASAC Malter also was instructed to obtainfingerprints of both suspects Levin and Hurder, along with majorcase prints. ASAC Halter was instructed to maintain the chainof evidence, to obtain copies of any autopsy reports and to
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particularly try to obtain the bullet from the body of victim.A8AC ]alter was remiaded again of the poreanat imortaaceof keeping the sureas advised ea all dvbolpments sad topartleularly alert Charlotte and Jackson Offices to obtainInformation regarding the suspects, if this matter works out.
At 11:47 ps., AS40 Nalter stated that reservatioas

had beamde for Agent bob Vitspatrick, 11ght 010 of BrmaitAir a, departing sephis at 12:25 a.u, and to arrive at
~tles Airport, Washingtons, P C. at 4:085 p.m. 4/8/8. AACblter stated that 7itspatrick ;U1 hawv with l all theevidese Se s aheed toa.

At i2:2S a,5., 4/5/88, #r.Jov6. of the Laboratoryws aetitled of the above and Mr. Creighton of the Laboratorywes advised of this matter.

At 12:15 a.m. 4/5/"8, AC Jewsea et Ueaphis calledsad stated that be wanted to advise that he AWooveded three$30 bills from the lamdlady, and oe of these -ebills is abill give to the la dady by the sspft. We stated thatals Auclvded in the wideae would be a rifle ina bow theballet from the body of ing, oe empty eartdidge as well asbulleta in a bo. SAC Jesen also stated that in soasideration
of *itainatioa points frm asy evideace submitted, the followingshould be considered as ellainatiemt BA D. W. Johnson, SACJsoeW ad ZaspCtor Xr. 2. Nsker (kA),Namphis Police Sepertat.SAC Jes farther stated that a bleaket would alio be satto the laborate vich keostais particles of ad. SMAC Jeaeaadvised that he weould desire that all psible esaminations
be eeadted of the evidese sebmitted in wdor to deelop any
ispects of any °Ivestigative aids possible,

At 12:25 a., r. Je ea of the laboratory, at12:35 a.m., Mr. ma Latoa of the Latent Piagrprint sectio
and Mr. Wea Biley et the latent iagerprint ection were alladvised of the intformation farosed by SAC jeses e and of his
specite desires ** eing enamination of eideace,

At 1:05 a m. en 4/5/48, SAC Jes advised thatthey have determined tut a person £ire4 a shet from the window
of a bathore approimately 205 .fet from wheew victim wasstauding, They bae eeadneted asighborhood iavestigation
coneeraie this ad have detMneted that one John Willard reateda room in the sam house that sabot eame from, and upon payinglandlady $8.50 for a week's sent sbe recalled his same as

ADDENDUM CONTINUED:

particularly try to obtain the bullet from the body of victim.
ASAC Malter was reminded again of the paramount importanceof keeping the Bureau advised on all developments and to
particularly alert Charlotte and Jackson Offices to obtaininformation regarding the suspects, if this matter works out.

At 11:47 P.M., ASAC Halter stated that reservations
had been made for Agent Bob Fitspstrick, Flight 610 of Braniff
Airways, departing Memphis at 12:25 a.m. and to arrive atDulles Airport, Washington, D. c., at 4:05 P.M. 4/5/88. ASACHalter stated that Fitzpatrick will have with him all the
evidence as gathered to date.

At 12:05 a.m., 4/5/68, Mr. Jevona of the Laboratorywas notified of the above and Mr. Creighton of the Laboratorywas advised of this matter.
At 12:15 a.m., 4/5/68, SAC Jensen of Nemphis called

and stated that he wanted to advise that he recovered three
$20 bills from the landlady, and one of these $20 bills is abill given to the landlady by the suspect. No stated thatalso included in the evidence would be a rifle in a box, thebullet from the body of King, one empty cartdidge as well asbullets in a box. SAC Jensen also stated that in considerationof elimination points from any evidence submitted, the followingshould be considered as elimination: BA 0. E. Johnson, SAC
Jensen and Inspector N. E. Suckery (NA), Memphis Police Department.
SAC Jenses further stated that a blanket would also be sentto the Laboratory which contains particles of mud. SAC Jensenadvised that he would desire that all possible examinationsbe conducted of the evidence submitted in order to develop anyinspects of any investigative aids possible.

At 12:25 a.m., Mr. Jevons of the Laboratory, at
12:35 R.M., Mr. Tony Latons of the Latent Fingerprint Section
and Mr. Dan Bailey of the Latent Fingerprint Section were all
advised of the information furnished by BAC Jeasen and of his
specific desires concerning examination of evidence.

At 1:05 a.m., on 4/5/68, SAC Jensen advised that
they have determined that a person fired a shot from the windowof a bathroom approximately 205 feet from where victim was
standing. They have conducted neighborhood investigation
concerning this and have determined that one John Willard reateda room in the same house that shot came from, and upon paying
landlady $8.50 for a week's went she recalled his name as
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ADDENDUM CONTINUED:

John Willard. SAC Jensen advised that Willard lives at 420
South Main Street in Memphis. He stated that they are continuing
to pursue every angle of this investigation and will keep the
Bureau informed. At 1:28 a.m., SAC Johnson of Chicago called
and stated that the informant who would be very helpful in a
possible solution of this matter, is out of pocket, but they
are endeavoring try to locate him with the express purpose
of recommending that he proceed to Memphis for possible solution
of the case. SAC Johnson stated that before any of this is
done, however, he will transmit a telekype to the Bureau for
clearance.

At 2:15 a.m., SAC Jensen advised that he is extremely
interested in the serial number of the scope as well as the
manufacturer and of any information concerning the clampa used.
SAC Jensen stated that nothing further has developed as yet.
He stated that Agent Fitzpatrick is definitely airborne as of
this minute on route to Washington, D. c.

At 3:50 a.m., SAC Jensen advised that nothing now
has transpired in this matter, however, they have determined
that the person who is a suspect is possibly aged 27-35, a
white male and 5' 11" tall. He also stated that in the
contents belonging to the suspect is a bar of moap (Cashmere
Bouquet) from the Friendship Inn Motel, and also a couple of
maps. No stated that they have also found articles of
clothing which contain a laundry ticket, and they are presently
checking this out.

At 4:32 a.m., the Identification Division advised
that they have located a record for one John Nubeart Willard,
Nomphis Police Department number 96257, also known as John
Hubbard Willard, FBI number 934 454-c. Also his arrest record
indicates that Willard was arrested by the Memphis Police
Department on 4/18/58, based upon a fugitive warrant from
Pontotoc, Misbissippi. He was released to the Sheriff's Office
Pontotoc on 4/18/58. The second and last entry records that
fingerprints were contributed by Sheriff's Office, Pontotoc,
Miss., on 6/25/58, for charges of armon and disposition given
as three years' probation. The Identification Division also
advised that they haweadvised Newphis of this information and
Memphis is in receipt of the arrest record as well as pho tographs
of Willard. Identification Division advised that a description
of this individual would be as white male, height 5'12", weight
150-155, DOB 2/24/38 at Pontotoc, Miss., brown hair, dark green
eyes, ruddy complexion and medium build.
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At 4:43 a~,SCJanalu* advised Ot thisinformation re40w4 'in the Idextitication 2p1Vixion coscerangWillawd, and he WS advlSed that tho Bire" would ixsdiatelyswall Jao n 'to .thoroughly ad "ezatustivly chek this jetter'out Coccarsabig Willard ast Pontotoc , lNississippl.
4 ~ At 4:80 a.m., ddAC mow. was "advisedat this infiorationre*cord in *be Xd.xti~itia AivisioQ flise and SAC Noorewas Instructed to iumdintely determin, the WhereAboUts ofgillad ,adw Ls all possible aveoss to thoroUgl ceck"thismatteor Out to detewmiae -if Millo"d can "be a ataspect.SAC 31ore Stated ho would indiat~oly do, this and he would,of courAW, heap the surest advised.

At i tlO a.m, *rr. Jevon of thatLaraory called-to advise that the evidenice -n denlie by LA its atrick isNow in V*46esrion of th laboroto.wy, ad they a"e Cesenciagto procsa "this Mterual
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ADDREDUM CONTINUED:

At 4:43 a.m., SAC Jensen also advised of thisinformation record in the Identification Division concerningWillard, and he was advised that the Bureau would immediately
out
call

concerning
Jackson to

Willard
thoroughly

at Pontotoc,
and exhaustively

Mississippi.
check this matter

At 4:50 a.m., SAC Moore was advised of this informationrecord in the Identification Division files and SAC Moorewas instructed to immediately determine the whereabouts ofWillard and also all possible avenues to thoroughly checkthis matter out to determine if Willard can be a suspect.
of course, keep the Bureau advised.
SAC Moore stated he would immediately do this and he would,

At 5:16 a.m., Mr. Jevons of the Laboratory calledto advise that the evidence as delivered by SA Fitzpatrick isnow in possession of the Laboratory, and they are commencingto process this material.

- 5 -

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




