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Attached is 2 letgerhead memorandum for the
¥hite House, the Attorney Gemeral, the Deputy Attornmey General

and the Civil Rights Division.

1.

i

All-out investigation is coantimuing on a top

priority basis.
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~UNITED STAI‘LS DLPA.RI‘M] NT OF JUSI‘ICL
i F}-DIRAL BUREAU OF Ix\VLS'IlGA'l[()L\ '

In Reply, PIease Rej'cr to- _‘V‘VASHINGTON, Db.C.- 20535

" File No. o .
_ April 6, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examlnatlon of the bullet removed from the o
body of Martin Luther King, .J7., has estabhshed that it is'a . 30
caliber metal jacketed soft pomt sporting type bullet of Remlngton- -
Peters -manufacture.. This bullet could have been fired froin the: " ‘
rifle found on April 4, 1968, nedr the scene of the shooting by
- Guy Warren Canipe, Sr Due ‘to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually flred from this partlcular r1fle o

It has been determined that the rifle was obtamed in
' Birmingham, Alabama, ‘on March 30,-1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in B1rm1ngham have advised that an individual ~
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W .
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. - He had a Redfield scope : mounted S
- on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to :
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remlno‘ton
760 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the.
second rifle by the store. It'appears that the name Lowmeyer is .
fictitious, as is the address glven by’ h1m

Extenswe efforts are bemcr made to 1dent1fy the person
who purchased the rlﬂe '

The binoculars; , which were in the 'ztpper bag found by
- Canipe, were purchased.during the afternoon of April 4, 1968, at York
_ Arms, 162 South Main- Street, Memphls Tennessee.

The full investigation is contmumrr and every effort is being
made to identify the individual or 1nd1v1duals respons1ble for this
murder :

Iam adv1sed also that the Memphrs Police Department 1s
utlhzmcr its full fac111t1es to solve this cr ime. : C T
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In Reply, ¥lease Refer to

File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

:
i

WASHINGYTON, D.C. 20535

... April 6, 1968
MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Laboratory examination of the bullet removed from the
body of Martin Luther King, Jr., has established that it is a .30
caliber metal jacketed soft point sporting-type bullet of Remington-

Peters manufacture. This bullet could have been fired from the

rifle found on April 4, 1968, near the scene of the shooting by
Guy Warren Canipe, Sr. Due to mutilation of the bullet, it cannot
be stated that it was actually fired from this particular rifle.

It has been determined that the rifle was obtained'in
Birmingham, Alabama, on'March 30, 1968. Employees of Aero
Marine Supply Company in Birmingham have advised that an individual
using the name of Harvey Lowmeyer purchased a caliber 243 W
Remington rifle on March 29, 1968. He had a Redfield scope mounted
on the rifle at this time. Lowmeyer indicated he planned to go to
Wisconsin to hunt. The following day, March 30, 1968, Lowmeyer
returned the rifle to the store and exchanged it for a Remington
7160 Model . 30-06 caliber. The scope was then mounted on the
second rifle by the store. It appears-that the pame Lowmeyer is
fictitious, as is the address given by him.

Extensive efforts are being made to identify the person |
who purchased the rifle. ‘ : .

The binoculars, whaich were in the zippér bag found by
Canipe, were purchased during the afternoon of April 4, 1963, at York
Arms, 162 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee.

The full investigationis continuing and'every effort is being
mace to identify the individual or:individuals responsible for this .
murder.

Iam advised also that the Memphis Police Department is
utilizing its full facilities to solve this crime. '
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1-Mr, Conrad-snc,
1-Mr, Frazier-Znec,

1-Clfice, T183-Ene.
Mr, Conrad : ‘ 4-5-88

R H. Jevons

UNENOWN SUBJECT;

also known as Johur willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
YICTIM; CIVIL RIGHRTS .

Sixtyeight items wers received from the Memphis Office today

. in connection with this case. They consisted of & bullet from the ylstim'a
hady, a.39-00 Springlield caliber Remington "Camemasier' slide-action
rifle, Model 760, Serial Namber 431478, with a Rodfield telescope sight

. Bttached, bearing Serial Number AlT330, several loaded . $0-08 calibor
cartridges of both commercial and silitary types, & bedeoread, a
suitcase contalning numerous toilet articles, maps, & newspaper saction,
& binocular, lowsl, bandkerchle, a palr of socks, two cans of beer,
purchased in Mississippl, and several miscellaneous ttems, In addition |
io the n:a?“’: three twenty-~dollar bills wers submitted for fingerprint i
examination, :

The bullet from King's body 13 & . 30 caliber netal-jackated,
#0it point, -sporting type rifle bullet, similar in all remaining chavacteristics
to the bullets in five of the londed cartridges found in the sultcase referred
- to above, This suiterse was recoversd by the Memphis Police Department
after belng abandoned in the vicinity of 424 Soath Main Street. A cartridge
case found in this suitcase was identified as having been fired in the
Remlngteg rifle reforred to above which was also abandoned at this addcans.

Based on general rifling impresaions, ‘the bullet from King's body
could have been fired from ths Remington rifle but dae o mutilation of
the bullet, insufficient marks of value {or identification remain and it was
aot possible to determine definitely whether or nct the fatal bullet came
{rom this rifle. This conclugion was reached independeatly by three of

: %a _Qzﬁomtery's firearms examiners. .
nclosuce :

1-Mr. Tolagn ‘ ' R ‘
C1-Mr! Mohr . -
1-Mr. Deloach : S '\ y
1-Mr. Roses ( {
1-Mr, Blskop
. Martindale
<Mr. Trotter
RAPmlb (1)
(CONTINUED - OVER)
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Mamoranchn: ta My, Coarad
/i known as Johs willard;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ~
YICTIM; CIVIL RIGHTS

The Mempbis Cflice coquested the Laboratory to detearmine
1he scurces of many of the itema submitted. These axaminations
are going Jorward. Some of the ileme submitted containsd balr and
fozeign fibarx of possible valse for comparison with suspect's halr
and clothing; however, o date, we have received no saspect's hair
or clothing for comparison,

All halrs recovered (o date are of Cavcasian origin rather
than of Negroid or olker origin.

All mantecial recsived bas besn pholographed and where sporopriate,
has heen or is hoing anmined for latent fingerprints,

‘The iemphis Office is belug furnishod a telatyps concerning
1ha firgarme, halr aad fiber, 20l apd document examisationy today.

ACTION: Nome, For information,
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- ‘MURDER 0!:‘ mnnm LUTHER s:mc,'m..'f LT R T e

© o Hefner stated he - bel:leves the -reason Beckwi.th vwas: not coixvicted
.- = of the murder of Medgar Evers 1 tbat he had en “iron~clad -
; _alib:l and that Beckwith" 3. Son : actually committed the murder. T

2 Investigative Division for’ consideration in the 'imestigation
' of« tbe murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. Rl S

"~ * .

o

: '.:-"J- I'Ir. Albert Hefner ealled 'the Bureau' at 12 45 a.m. -
,today and ‘advised that he is from Greenwood. Mississippl; -

.-and was- ‘gequainted with Byton De-la. Beckwith who has been -

ar Evers.

tried on two. occasions for ‘the murder of .Me

w2 Hefner” suggested'thatf- the FBL Took. fnto #he o ;.f.
whereabouts ‘of -Beckwith's sonﬁ' at’ the time cf the shooting

muted to the General

f Z*iartin Luther King, Jr. L 4 - )

........
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ASSASSINATION OF MAR’I‘IN LUTHER

" KING, APRIL 4, 1968 . - e T e

._‘:\; e -‘.-‘ “x o, : )

At 3.30 auty,’ April 5, 1968, pec1a1 Agent “James” r. S

McGu:lre, Hight Supervisor, -Domestic Intelligence Division,j,,
.received a. telephone call from Mr, Zebulon’ Strickland. of

- Fairfax County, - Virgimla, -telephone number 356-8826. " - .
- Mr. -Strickland. appeared disturbed and confused, :I.nd:lcating .

" that -he had 'a 44 and a 45 revolver, and felt like shooting Lo

© someovne... Subsequently. he insisted he was ‘tiot- go:lng to .

T shoet anyone.

At was determined that Strickland 15 listed 1n

. Bufilés. 28 a chronic complainant. The Virginia telephone

directory listed his address as "1045 Carpr."- ucl.ean.
Virginia. ;o L : I v R

“

At 3: 58 Poits April B5; 1968 ‘the above information .- -

) was furnished. to Senicr Resident Agent Jesse Hall, Arlington, o

. Virginia, Resident Agency, who was instructed to furn:lsh the
infermation to the appmpriate poli.ce depnx'tment. M .

AC'I‘IQN"- e TR T T E
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-\ sifle to & supply eorpany in Birmingham, Alsbams. Therlﬂeluqnuﬂon

was sold on Saturday, 3/30/63. to an individual giving the name of -

" Harvey Lowmwyer, 1907 South 11th Street, Birniinghain, Alabams, Th!u -'--I .

o tmshhaﬂetﬁﬁuamummskmzhmmi iuonﬁnutng
thmngbmmmhnhidmﬁymm _

_ Tmmmmmmmmmm&ﬁomsnm
.- Gowmpany, 5701 Atrport Highway, Birminghary Alabsma, had on Friday, .

. '3/20/68, wﬂh&rmhwmns.:ﬁcmmmmmmn
- rifle. nemmmmmmmwmmmmm

BES “dealar mount 2 Redfisld acope on the rifle,

% The tollowing day, Saturday, s/sn/cs. tummumm

&gn'mmmumwmmmummmmma

' Mbdel 760, .30-08 caliber Remington rifte, serail nusher 461476, At

| j"-"‘.--.tmumemcdm,m;mxusmmmmammmwnmmd
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o pmchaser gun, Lowmeyer is described as white inale; m
L a:m.sxmammm wmmgmwmmmmm

“The ﬂﬂ! Ihich mobmm on 3/39/58 and nﬂmud oh 3/30/5’6

L '**'.mémmmmmmwmumuammemmwm

".._-‘Ac'rmw. |

B mmxmmaneemuummmmmrmmumm

: : Yéu;mbeadﬂndoi puﬂmltdeve!opmm mmm /
-._‘;-._e:.mm(n) E L /ﬂﬂ

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




: . ,// N s8A ;.EL

nNE/Y

: \ W \ ’/

\\//.
Mr. DeLoach ' April 5, 1968 /
1 - Mr. DeLoach W
lm x-mom
A. l-m.m
1 - Mr. McGowan
UNENOWN SUBJECT; 1 - Mr. Long
REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM 1 -~ Mr. Callahan

CIVIL RIGHTS

ASAC Clifton Halter of the Memphis Office telephonically
advised that a check with the York Arms Company, 162 South Main
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, developed that a salesman sold a set
of binoculars similar to those recovered after the shooting to an
unidentified white man at approximately 4:00 p. m. yesterday
afterncon, 4/4/68.

The salesman recalled that the individual in question
inquired about a set of binoculars and when he was referred to
sets costing $200 and $90, he said that the price was too high.

At that point the clerk recalled that he had an inexpensive set of
binoculars in the window, which he took out of the window in order
to make the sale. According to the saleaman, the price of the
binoculars sold to this individual was $39. 95 plus $1. 60 tax, which
is identical with the amount shown on the sales receipt recovered
with the binoculars.

which was found with binoculars was paid for in $20 bills and that
the rent for room 5B in the rooming house from which the shot
fired was also paid for with a $20 bill.)

accent and was neatly dressed in a white shirt with tie,

JGK:rmr /
v CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoack .
RE: UNSUB; REYV. m-mt Lm'HER KING, JR. - VICTIM

- ASAC Halter advised that the York Armns Commy ié ’
approximately three blocks from the rooming house from whleh
the fatal shot was fired,

ASAC Halter was specifically asked whether he ielt that
the salesman at the York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough
toboolmhtueeintheprepanﬂouotanartht’s eoacepuon,
and he stated that ho felt he was.

ACTION:
1t is recommmended that a qualified represeatative from
the Exhibits Section be sent to XMemphis in order to prepare an

artist's conception of the mpeet who purchased the binocuhrs
at the York Armg ‘Company.

-2-
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RS R ug peLoach - .
: A.a'- S o0 =T j. e, Rosen
. | mn s P ... ‘_ 1 El‘ my L '
- ‘ 1- Mr, McGowan = © "
- UNENOWN SUBJECT; - /( A) Mr. Lo -
REV. MARTIN LUTHER me, I, SVICTIM 1 -Mr. Callshan.

'-;-cxvmman'rs }' - S .

o : ASAS Cli‘x‘ton Kalter of the Mempbis maca t&lephnnically
advised that a check with the York Arins Company, 162:South Main

Street, Memphis, Tennesses, developed that a salesman sold a set

of binoculars similar to those recovered after the skooting to an

1 ntified white man at apprmmntely 4:00 p. m. yesterday :

attermun, 4/4/68. ‘ ,

. The salesman recalled t!zat the individual m qnestion

" - inguired about a set of binoculars and when he was referredto

sats costing $200 and $90, he said that the price was too high.
- At that point the clark reeaned that he had an inexpensive set of -
.. binoculars in the window, which ke took out of the window in order
to inake the sale. According to the salesman, the price of the
binocularg gold to this individual was $39. 80 plus §1.00 tax, which
© ig ddentical with the amount ahown on tha sales receipt remvered :
withthebinaculars. ) : oL

‘ Thepm-chmrofthabjmeuiarspaﬁ!arthamwithtwo ‘
© $30 bills, one $1 bill and some change. - (It is noted that the rifle -
which was found with binoculars was piid for in $20 bills and that
the rent for room 5B in the rooming house from. which the ghot was
ﬁredm alsa paidior with a $BG bm.) .

The salesman described the purchnser of tha hinocuiar_s 28 being
a white man, approximately 26 - 32 years of age, 5 feot eleven

" inehes, 160 - 175 pounds, medium buildjiblack or dark browa hair,

-eorobed straight back.- He stated this individusl had no regionsl
accent and was neatly dregsed in a white shirt with tie, dark o
nu!t coat with matching trousers.’ - /)’} P ( :

N 'JGK:rmr"?'-
{0 .

: cem'msn - OVER
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-&Eemer {0 Mz, Delioach - ' '
RE: WUB, REV. MARTIN LBTHER KD!G, JR. - v:c:mﬁ

: ASAC Balter advisedthattha York Arms comaany is
approximately three blocks irem the rooming house from which -
the fatal shot was fired. _

- ASAC Hallor was speciﬁcany asked whather he felt that
the salesman at tha York Arms Company is knowledgeable enough
te be of assistance in the preparation of an artist's coneepﬂen,

_ .mdheata.tedthatheielthawas. ,

ACTION: _

. it is recommondsd that a qualified representative from
fhe Exhibits Section be sent to Memphis in order to prepare an -
. artist's conception of the suspect who purchased the binoculars

" at the York Arms Company. It is further recommended ‘that while
there this representatlve prepared detailed d1agram of the cr1me scene.
. . Gir
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Mr. Deloach April 5, 1968
1 - My, Deloach
A. Rosen i - Mr. Rosen
l'*om
UNENOWN 1 - Mr. McGowan
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIM = Mr. McDonough
CIVIL RIGHTS Mr. Long
“'*om
1 - My, Sullivan
We have been successful in tracing rifle which
rifletoa company in Alsbama, The rifle in question
was sold on , 3/30/68, to an individual giving the name of
Harvey Lowmeyer, 1907 South 11th Street, Alsbama., This
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ASSASSINATION or nmm wmm e
| xme, mn. 4, 1968 |

At 11'30 p.m., April 4, 1968 Spec:l.al Agent

Arth\ir B. Fulton was' on. duty -in the Domestic Intelligeneé
- Division and recéived a- telephone ‘¢all from one John Basko,
-12601 Knowledge Lane,. Bow:i.e. ﬂaryland, home phone 262-9502,

-  office phone 933~5400...

h!r. Basko advised that a.t approx:lmately 9; 45 P-m-- 3'_."

Apru 4, 1968, he was in."Johnnie 'Mannises® Road House in-
.- 6th and D Street, :Southwest, Washington, D. C.," and as he
"“was walking by ‘a telephone, he overheéeard a man speaking on

the phone say "I ki:l.led uartin Luther King tonight. 38

- : llr. Baeko advised that he could not identify the
Rt caller, and he could only.recall- that he was-a white male -
wearing a light gray .suit. “He did recall that another. man,
who was possibly with the caller, remarked that "they worked

;' aeross the street.“: T LI
ACTION' Ly

. ';.-L..
N
ot

with the aSSassination of Hartin Luther King. T

-3 _f\:- & oy
. B .
S TR N )
‘5) ‘.' R T S R R AT

"

3-

&3

WGy Sullivan TR e T

1'.'.'2;'.,5'.-‘ Cf Mr. A, Rosen

Ly Tl e Mee ' GoTCy Moore. S AT 5
l . L - "' {h‘. Ao Bo mlton ,*. ) " ' R
5. > Tk .
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_WUGDES OF MARTIN LUBIER BIRG, JR.. - 1 - Er. Nartindale .

. M tha meat oi tha mmt e fau iamtmtmn .
has boen mtitnted into the mupder of lsrtin inther Eing, Jr..

.at mmhh. Tenvesseo, on- the emm ot 4/4/68. . .

R " Attached is & lotterhaad mmm for tlm President, L
- the Attomy Gouneral, the Deputy Attorney Gemeral and the Lo

Civil Bights Division setting out tho basic fscts of the snm'tzng' '-
and’ mamiung information preseatly ﬁrnnble. - _

W XOIIWM d&tnlﬁ dar mt appur i.n m latterhud
The sndividual aming the dmms Johia ¥411ard; who is e

et i this oase, say boe identical with Jobn Iubeart
sunu-d, also known a8 John Bibbard ¥illayd, FBI Bo. 034 454=C

. . who received a probatiomary septence, 6/25/563, in conmoction ﬁth.f_-

“an arson charge in Hissisgippi. Extensive efforts are being

e mda to izmediately. lecate Jobn ﬁubart Rinard. :

" Although Hammel zur:ns ‘tovia ami ﬁux J. maar,

mpécts arrested by the police, were released when they wore
. vouched for by the Southern Christiasn Leadamhip taniemace. we

are thamghly nheekmg thnn mt.

Ie M.'I:nched iﬁ % 1@3‘36!&3‘(3 mmum fﬂi’ m m‘f»ﬁ

' m.‘ the Attorney General, tue Boputy Attomey Genem: and -

' ‘.m mvn m.ghtn Dtvisxon.

B 2, M.l-aut anveatignﬂ an :!.s cnntimxm on: a m::
prlnrity hasis._.-_.'_ : : § L

Q1 o e
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

In Repiy. Please Refer o WASHINCTON, D.C. 20335

File No.
April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

At approximately 6:03 p, m,, April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorrame Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King®s associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord,

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p, m, and
immediately after the shot was fired, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bathroom provides an open view of
King®s room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket, This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968,

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m, and 3:30 p, m,, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week!s rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as |
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet irom King®s room, At approximately 6 p,.m,

he heard a noise at his door, He looked up and saw a man walking away,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton. A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby. Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed,

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the ¥BI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a ,30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle-is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight, The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King's body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage, These -
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder, Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is

being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,
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Uy, Loloach April 5, 1968
~ ’ 1 - Hr, Doloach
A, ROoson 1l » ir, Rosen

1l - Yr. Halloy
- ¥y, HcGowan
HURDZER OF MARTIN LUTHER XIXNG, JR. - ¥», Hartindale
-~ M1, HcPonough
-~ & . mag
‘- ¥r, Bishop
- M¥r, Conrad
- r. Sullivan

At the request of tho Departmont a Zull investigation
has beoon instituted into tho wurdexr of Martin luther King, J7.,
at lUcmphis, Tennsesce, on tho ovening of 4/4/88.

Attachod is a lettorhoad memcrandun for tho Presideant,
the Attornocy Goneral, the Deputy Attoracy CGoneral and the
Civil Rights Bivision sotting cut tho basic facts of tho shooting
and summarizing inforzation preseatly available,

The following details do not appeayr in tho lottorhead
mezorandun:

ho individual using tho nano John ¥illard, vwho is
a suspect in this case, pay bo identical with Jobn Hubeart
#illard, also Lkonowyn ©s John Bubbard Willard, FBI Xo. £34 4354-C ’
who received s vrobationary sentence, §/25/53, in conmection with
an arson chavze in Mississippi. Extensive efforts are being
nade to iumediately locate John Fubeart ¥Willerd.

Although Hanucl larcus lLovin aand Alex J. Eurder,
guspects arrosted by the polico, wereo released when they vero
voucked for by tho Southern Christian Leadership Conferenceo, uo
nre thoroughly checking then out,

ACTION:
1. Attached iz a lotterhead nemorandum for the ¥aite

House, the Attorney Coneral, the Doputy Attornmey Ceancral and
the Civil Rights Bivision.

2. All-cut ianvestigation is continuing on 2 top
priority basis,

. _ Y
oy
¥nclosure ’/}/77 ;
gll:es |

(11). |
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X, Dolozch ‘ April 5, 1968
' | ; 1 - lr, Dolooch
Ao DOSOR 1l - Lr, Rosen

1l - Ur, iHallcey

- Ur, XcGovwan |
M¥r, Hartindole
r. HcDonough
Br. Long

Bishop

¥r, Conrad

dr, Sulllvan

HURDER OF MARTIN LUTZER KING, JR.

1t i b Peb Y o o
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At the request of tho Departmont a fall'investigation
has beoon instituted into tho purdey of Martin lutheor King, J7.,
at demphis, Tonansggsce, on tho evening of 4/4/68.

Attachod in o letteorkesd mescrandum for tho Presideat,
the Attorney Genoral, tho Peputy Attornoy General and tho
Civil Rizhts Division sotting out the basic facts of the shooting
end supnarizing inforzation proseatly availlablo,

The following dotails do not appesyr in tho leticorhead
pesgorandcun:

Theo individual uainz the namo John Uillard,-vwho is
a suspect in this case, nay bo idontical. with John Eubeart
¥illard, also hnown as John Subbard Willard, FBI Xo. 934 4G4-C
who recoived s probationary sentemce, §/25/53, in conmection with
on arson charge in Mississippi. Extensivo eiforis are boing
nado to iuzediatoly locate Joan Eubeart ¥illard.

Although Hanuel Harcus Levin aad Alex J. REurder,
suspects arrested by the police, woro roleascd vhen they were
voucked for by tho Southeorn Christian Leadership Conforxenco, vwo
are thorcughly checking then ocut.. :

ACPION: .

1. Attached is a lotterhead memorandum for tho bhito
House, the Attornoy General, the Doputy Attormey General znd
tha Civil Rights Division,

2. All-.cut ianvestigation ie continuing on ¢ top
priority basis. -

/
e
Eiclosure
EiM:ics
(11)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to . WASHINCTON, D.C, 20335

File No.
April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

‘At approximately 6:03 p, m,; April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr,, was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, ‘Memphis, Tennessee, King's associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was ‘
heard, He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, Death resulted from bullet damage to
‘major neck vessels and the spinal cord, ‘

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at approximately 6 p, m, and
immediately after the shot was fired;, a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bathroom provides an open view of
King's room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white .
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket, This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968,

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified himself.only as John Willard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 po m, and 3:30 p, m,, April 4, 1968,- and rented Room 5B, paying
one week?'s rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet from King®s room, At approximately 6 p. m,
he heard a noise at his door, He looked up and saw a man walking away,
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton, A
picce of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby, Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed,

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing ,
exhaustive examinations in the ¥FBI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a ,30-06
Springfield caliber Remingto‘n Gamemaster rifle, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight. The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King's body is also being examined
by the ¥BI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a'garage, These -
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder, Both have been -
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadershlp
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is

being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,
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ur, Doloach = April 5, 1968

| _ 1 - Mr, Doloach
A, Dloson 1 -~ My, Roscn
1l - Mz, 3¥2lloy

1 - i&r, licGOowan
HURGER OF HARTIN LUTHER KIXG, JR. - Mz, Martindalo v\‘
- Hr, EcPoancugh ;
_"' E‘«’X‘. Iﬁﬂg
- Yy, Bishop .
- Yr, Conrad
- ¥r, Sullivan

At the request of tho Departmont o full investigation
has boon instisuted into tho mardey of MHartin Luther Hing, Jr.,
at Yexmphis, Tennessce, on the covening of 4/2/68.

Attochoed ig & letterkoad memorancum for the President,
the Attorney General, the Leputy sttornoy Goncral and the
Civil Righis Division sotting out the bnasic facts of tho shooting
end summarizing iaformation proscatly availablo,

The following details do not appeayr in the lotterhwead
rzezorandun:

The indivicual uging the name John Uillazd. vwho is
a suspeet in this casae, nay bo ideatical Tith John Hubeart
¥illard, also hkoosn &s John Zubbard Willard, ¥BI Xo. 034 46li«C
who received s probationary sentence, 6/25/58, in coamsction with
on arson charge in Vississippi. Extensive oiforts ave bodng
zade to inmediately icocate Jokn Enbeart Willard.

Althousgh Namuel Harcus Levin and Alex J. Eurder,,
suspects arrested by the police, woro roleased when they woro
voucked for by tho routhern Christian Loadership Coaferenco, wo
are thoroughly checking thom cut,

ACTION:

1. Attached i a lotterhead ierorandum for tho %alte

Bouseo, tho Attornoy General, tho Doputy Attornoy Geagral and
tho Civil Rights Division. Mé
} ~ .
w .
<4‘\

2. All-cut iavestigation is continuling on a top
priority basis. i

Enclosure I/Tq(\ i Eib

wliics
(11)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

Ty . 202
In Reply, Please Refer to WASHINCTON, D.C. 20335

File No.
April 5, 1968

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

At approximately 6:03 p, m,;,; April 4, 1968, Martin Luther
King, Jr., was on a second floor balcony of the Lorraine Hotel and
Motel, Memphis, Tennessee, King’s associates, who were at the
street level, heard a shot and King fell immediately after the shot was
heard, He was taken at once to St, Joseph Hospital where he was
pronounced dead at 7:05 p, m, Death resulted from bullet damage to
major neck vessels and the spinal cord,

Investigation indicates that the shot may have been fired
from the second floor bathroom of a rooming house at 422 1/2 South Main
Street, approximately 205 feet from where King was standing, A shot
was heard from the second floor at appronmately 6 p. m, and
immediately after the shot was fired,”a white man left the bathroom
and ran out of the building, The bathx oom provides an open view of
King®s room, Occupants of the rooming house had observed a white
man carrying a package approximately three feet in length and
possibly wrapped in a piece of blanket, This man occupied Room 5B
on April 4, 1968, :

Bessie Ruth Brewer, manager of the rooming house, advised
that a white man who identified hlmself only as John lelard and who
gave no address, appeared at the rooming house sometime between
3 p. m, and 3:30 p, m,, April 4, 1968, and rented Room 5B, paying
one week!s rent in advance, Room 5B affords a view of the Lorraine
Hotel and Motel, We are making every effort to locate Willard as
quickly as possible,

Guy Warren Canipe, Sr., operates an amusement machine

company approximately 300 feet from King’s room, " At approximately 6 p, m,
he heard a noise at his door. He looked up and saw a man walking away,
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MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

He then found an open carton and saw a gun barrel in the carton, A
piece of green cloth was wrapped around the carton and a small
zipper bag was nearby, Canipe also observed a white Mustang being
driven away at a high rate of speed, '

The items found by Canipe are presently undergoing
exhaustive examinations in the ¥BI Laboratory and extensive efforts
are being made to trace each item, The carton contained a ,30-06
Springfield caliber Remington Gamemaster rifie, Model 760, serial
number 461476, The rifle is equipped with a Redfield variable power
telescopic sight, The zipper bag contained various personal items
including a pair of binoculars,

The bullet recovered from King®s body is also being examined
by the FBI Laboratory.

Press reports have referred to two suspects who were
arrested after they were observed changing clothes in a garage, These
men are Manuel Marcus Levin and Alex J, Hurder, .Both have been
identified as civil rights workers by the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference and have been released,

A full investigation has been instituted and every effort is

being made to promptly identify the person or persons responsible for
this murder,
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Director . April 4, 1968
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Stephen J. Pollak | 4 A
~Assistant Attorney General ' B
Civil Rights Division !

Unknown subjects; Dr. Martin

Iuther King, Jr., Victim;
Conspiracy Against Rights,
CIVIL RIGHTS

1 have beén advised by ‘telephone that Dr, Martin
Luther Xing was this date shot and wounded by an
unidentified person or persons in Memphis, Tennessee,
where he traveled to lead a demonstration march
scheduled for April 8, 1968.

Please conduct a full 4investigation into a

possible violation of 18 U.S.C. 241 and keep me
currently advised of all developuments,
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Mr. Rosen April 4, 1968
i Mr. Rosen
C. L. MeGowan 1~ Mr. Malley
3 l"m-m
DR. MARTIN LUTHEER KING (DEC " Mctpps 1 - Mr. Schmidt
CIVIL RIGHTS

ASAC CUff Halter, Memphis Division, by telephone at 8:40 p.m.,
~ advised of developments in the shooting by a saiper of Dr. Martin Luther
' was shot shortly before 7 p.m., April 4, 1968, as he stood on

| King, King
the baleony of his second floor room at the Lorraine Hotel and Motel,

406 wulberry Street, Memphis, Witnesaes heard a shot, saw Wing fall,
and it is believed the shot came from 2 low class hotel across the street.

advised our Agents Dr. King was pronounced dead at 7:05 p.m. Death was
( caused by a bullet which tore major neck vessels and severed the spinal cord |

tonight for Laboratory ;
fired and the spent bullet has not been recovered as yet and is believed
to be in King's body.

ASAC Balter mentioned there has been sporadic looting ia the
City of Memphis. News reports reflected a curfew has been imposed on
mqg&mugmwmmmmm
into .

Assistant Director Courad was advised and will arrange stand-
by coverage for Laboratory examination.

latent fingerprint men standing by on duty. | N |

[ {7
| |

CONTINUED -O VE R
SEE ADDENDUM PAGE TWVO,,..

*
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Memorandum 1o Mr. Rosen . '
RE: UNENOWN SUBJECT; DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING (DECEASED)

At 10:20 p. . , ASAC Balter advised two suspects were picked

" up by Memphis police when they were found {0 be changing clothes in ,
& "garage’ one or two blocks from the scene of the akooting, “The
suspecta are Mawal Marcus Levig, white male, born 7-2-45, whe
¢laims to be a civil rights worker and a law studexd at the University
of Mississippt, Oxford, Mississippi; the other 1g Alex Jay Xurder,
‘white male, horn 4-30-45, resides 936 West Markbam, Durban,
North Carolina, and claims to be » tivil rights worker and a Iaw
student at Duke University. Buresu indiced wére checked and no direct
references to these lndividnals ware found and references on yaristions
being reviswed. Idestification Division advised they have no record of
fingerprints in civil or criminal files. ‘

' The shot is now believed 1o have been fired from & bathroom
window at 420 South Main Strest, 2emphis, about 100 yasds from
where King was standing. Three witnssses who reportedly saw the
shooting are being intarviewesd by Memphis Agants.

o Senlor Hesident Agent, Nashville, hax been in touch with the
© Goveraor of Teanessee who han called out the National Guard.

Memphis anticipates forwarding wvidence by plane
. departing Memphis 12:25 a. ., or 12:30 2. m. , 4-5-88, nrriving
Tulles Alrport 4:05 a. 1., or 4:17 &, m., and will advise when
definitely arranged.

ABDRIDUM: . BEL:cs 4/5/68

‘ At 11:90 p.m., ASAC Balter advised at -thim peint

they have three witmesses interviaewed, have deteraimed the
serisl number ot the rifle to he 461476, a Remington Ganemaster
Model 760. ABAC Mslter was imstructed to immediately call the
Hew HavemOffice to have tymcings of this rifie instituted.

ABAC Hslier Turther stated that aceording to the news relesses
-one Chorles Stephens wax a withess fo thinm case and ASAC Eelter
Btated that he would make srrangements to Intervisw this person,
if not alvesdy dome. ASAC Malter also was instructed to obtain
fingerprints of both suspects Levin and Hurdex, slong wiltk major
cane prints. ASAC Halter wes instructed to maintain the chain
of evidence, to obtain copies of smy audopsy reports and te

-~ 2~ 'ADDENDUX CONTINURD ~ OVER
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ADDENDUN CONTINURD:

particularly try to obtaim the bullet from the body of victia,
ASAC Nalter was reminded again of the paremount . tance

of keeping the Buresu advised on all davelopments and to
particularly alert Charlotte and Jackeon Offices te obtain
information regarding the suspects, if this matter works out.

At 11:47 p.m., ASAC Halter stated that reservations
had been made for Agemi Bob Fitspstrick, Ylight 610 of Braniff
Airways, departing Memphis at 12:25 s.m, and to arrive at
Dulles Alrport, Washington, . C., at 4:08 p,m, 4/5/88. ASAC

_Hmlter stated that Fitspatrick will have with jiim »1) the
evidence as gathered to date, ‘

= - A% 12:08 a,m,, 4/5/68, Mr. Jevéns of the Laboratory
was motified of the above and Mr, Creighton of the Laboratory
s advised of thix mattex, '

At 12:15 a.m,, 4/5/68, SAC Jensen of Nemphis eslled
and stated that he wanted to advise that he recovesded three
$30 bills from the lmndlady, and one of these $20 bills is »a
bill given to the landlady by the suspect. Ne stated that
- almo included in the svidence would bs a rifle in & box, the
bullet from the body of Xing, one empty cartdidge as well 7 ]
bullets iz & box. BSAC Jenuen alsc stated that im consideration
of slinination points from any evidemce submitted, the following
hui:m u‘::g:;:;l hek:miil;‘ wih Poli - g:g- tment
o . « X " Police 4 .
BAC Jensun furiher atated that srgl-m: wortld also be sent
to the Laboratory which contains particles of mad. JAC Jeasen -
advised that he would desire that all poesible sxaninations
be vonducted oX the evidence submitted im order to develop any
mspects of any investigative aids pessible, .

At 12:25 a.n,, Nr, Jevonz of the Lsboratory, at
12:35 a.m,, Nr, Tony latons of the Letent Fingerprint section -
and ¥r, Dan Bhiley of the Latent Fingerprint Section were all
advised of the information furmished by SAC Jensen and of his
. mpecific desives conceraing exsamimation of evidence. |

At 1105 a.m., on 4/5/68, SAC Jensen advised that
they have determined that a person fired s shot from the wiandow
0L » bathroox approxisately 303 feet from whers victim was
standing, They have conducted neighborhood imvestigation _
concerning this and have determined that one John Willsrd reated
& room iu the mame house that shot came from, and upom paying
Iandlady $8.850 for a week's went she recalled his neme aa

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



N
¥}

¢ . @

ADDENDUM CONTINURD:

John ¥illard, SAC Jensen advised that Willard lives at 420
South Mein Streat in Memphis, He stated that they are coatinuing
to pursie every sugle of this inveatigation and will keep the
Mireau informed., At 1:28 a.m,, SAC Johnson of Chicago celled
and stated that the informant who would be very helpful in a
poasible solution of this matter, is out of pocket, but they

are ondesyoringid iyy to locate him with ihe express purposs

of recommending that he proceed to Memphis for possible solutioen
of the case. 3iC Johneon atated that before sany of this is
donol , however, he will transmit a telslype to the Buresu for
clearauce, ' :

At 2:15 a.n., SAC Jensen advised that he is extremely
interested in the serial mumber of the scops ax well as the
manulscturer and of any information concerning the clamps used.
SAC Jensen stated that mothing further has developed 38 yet,

He stated that Ageat Pisrpatriek is definitely airborne as of
this ainute on te to Yeshington, b, C.

rou
At 3:50 a.%., SAC Jensen mdvised that mothing new
ity Ry A el
person is = pose a
white male and 5 11" {all. ¥e also num’mt in the
contants belong t0 the suspect is a bar of socap (Ceshmere
Bougquet) from the Friendship Ina Motel, and alse & couple of
3’:::1: 5?:?‘ ﬁt:&t“{am'ﬂ:ut n?w o t
° eh con 'Y are sen
checking this out. ' prosently

At 4:32 a.m,, the Xdentification Division advised
that they have located a record #or one John Mubeart ¥illard,
Noaphis Police Department number 96237, also known as John
Bibbard ¥illard, FBI number 834 454-C. Alse his arrest record
indicates that Willaxrd was arrvested by the Nemphisz Police
Departusnt on 4/18/58, based upon a fugitive warraat from
rortotoc, Nisbissippi. Me wax relesased to the Sheriff's Oflice
Pontotoc on 4/18/38. ‘The second and Iast entry recerds that
Zingerprints were contributed by sheriff's 0flice, Fontotoe,
Wiss,, on §/38/58, for charges of arsor and disposition given
a8 three * probation, The Identification Division also
advised that they hawseadvised Nemphiz of this information and
Memphis iz in receipt of the arrest record ss well as photographs
of Willard, Xdentification Division sdvised that a deseription
of this individunl would be as white male, height 5'5L", weight
150-155, pOB 2/24/38 at Yontotoc, Niss., frown hair, derk gresn
eyes, Tuddy coaplexion and medium build.

~ 4 = ADDENIN CONTINUED - OVER J
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ing
¥illard, and he was advised that the Buresu would immediately
call Jackson to thoroughly and exhaustively check this matter

‘out conceraing Willard at Pontotoc, Misnsissippi.

At 4:50 n.m,, SAC Moore was advised of this information
record in the Identification Division files andt BAC Noore
vas instructed to Lmmediutely determine the whersabouts of
Willard and slso sll possible avenues to thoroughly check
this matter out to deternine if Willaxrd cen be a smuspect.

At 5:18 a,m., Mr, Jevons of the Laboratory called

1o adviss that the evidence as delivered by SA ritzpatrick is

mow in possession of the Laboratory, and they sre commencing
1o process this material, o

/"’“J
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