Heworandus te ¥r. Gallacher
RE: HMURRIR

Ralph never sald the money being aﬂvué wie to kill Eineg.
Powell states nelither he nor his Lrother wars iavelved
in the murder of nm,_ :

Claude Powell, Jr.. was interviewsd and although he
alse claiws a payment offesr was made to kill Xiang. his account
4iffers somewhat from that of Leom Owen Powell. Clauds Powell, Jr..
states that three or four wecks priur to the murder of Eirg, be
and his brother. Leon, were sested in a2 booth in Peta’s Dar

“in Atlasta. Ray Codfrey, a fyriend of ieozn's, Joined thes in thedrx

hooth and engaged in conversatios with Lson, Claude paid ne
particular attention to what they wers talking abeut. Gedfrey
then left the booth and approximately ten to fifteen minutes
later, an unkaown subject (unsub), a whits =ale, joined thex
in their booth and placed en expensive-leoking Lriefcase on the
takle. The unsub told them he wanted thew to kill ¥ing and
would pay $25.000 now and $25,080 when ths Job was done.

The uased then opened his briefcase, which was full of wrapped
currency. Claude stated he was shocked, assunmed it was sone
sort of a jeke and he ignored the umsub. The unsub thea
closed his Lriefcass and departed. : :

Ray Godfrsy has hoen mxy identified as Arnold Bay
Godfrey and hes advised that ke 44¢ mot talk with sither of
the Powells re the assassination of Xing mor ¢id he introduce

anyone to them re the assasaisation of Xirg. e denled all

kaowledoe of any assassination plet re iing.
7he {RD reguested that Bureau polygraph

- sxapirations be afforded to Qedfrey and to the Fowells

to attenpt to reselve this allegation.

vher Arnold Bay Godfray was interviewed on 1/13/7¢,
and denied involvement in this matter, he asreed to submit
to a pol . ¥hen he was comtacted om 1/16/7¢, however, =
Sodfrey stated “I am losocent” amd then advised he ¢id not wish
te take any polygragh examination and @id not wish to talk
to the PEY any further. He stated if the ¥2I needa
any further information. they shoeld contact his attoraey.

 Om 1/1%/76, Claade Powell. Ir., was afforded a Bureau
polsrm examination at #idland, Texas. The polygraph

er concluded that Clande Powall's response to certain
gquestions indicated he is “truthtellimg”™ in stating scmeona did,
in fact, offer him and his brother £352.800 to kill Or. King.
Claude Powell's response to another guestion and his reactions
following the answer indicate he has possible knowledge regarding
the unidentificd person who made the payment offer.

2 cmmu;n-m
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Memorandum to Mr. Gallagher

The results of our investigation have been ¢losely
coordinated with the CRbD., #Hr. Robert A. Huxphy, Chief,
Criminal Section, URD, stated he desirsed teo know ths
results of the polygraph examination of lLeen Owen Powell. whe
was not immsdiately m&lahlc, hefore making a devermination
as to whether Oeodfrey's attornsy shoulld be contacted
concerning his polygrapk examivation, and before making a
determination as to what additional investigation should be
conducted to resolve this &Xthtion.

DETAILS: Leon Owen Powell was not avallable for a Durean

‘¢ polygraph examination until the p.m. of 1/29/76,
During pre-pelye interview, Leon Owen Povell stated '
God frey never men the smount of money to be paid ether
than “big money.” (initially stated Codfrey offersd 3559,080.)
lie advised while at the bar, someons statsd Xing sbould be
killed. anéd Claude made statement to the effact he would kill
him for the right amount of money. when guestioned durisng the
polygraph about Ralph (IU) saving he had $25.000 in the
briefeasze, Powell stated Ralph had only saild “25.° and thare
would b:‘;se* (rot $50,000 as wﬁally mm; when Zing
was bur »

turing the polyqraph Powell appeared to have
difficulty in breathing. and stated he was very narvous
concerning the whele satter. The polyeoraph examination was
deteymined to bae "inconclasive.*

on 2/2/76. this matter wae thoroughly discussed with
pepartmental Attorney Murphy. Fe steted Godfrey’s attornsy
should not e contacted at this time, and the following
additicnal investigation should be eonducted to resolve this
allegation: Reinterview the Powells to rasclve differences
in their accoumts of the alleged meeting; have cach of the
Powells prepare a élagras of the bar and booth where alleged
meoting took place; verify that Powells and Codfrey were in
Atlanta at time of alleged meeting: interview co-workers of
Claude to see if he hae talked about this alleged meeting;
identify and interview former employees and customers of

3 COMTINUED -~ OVER
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Hemorandus to ¥r. Gallagher
RE. HURRIH ; :

Pete's Bar ve any knowledue 6f t.nqqaa masting or of :
ralph (1¥0): conduet investigatien iate the bachoround of

. Godfrey: interviev Clande’'s wife: reinterview Derothy favis.

wife of deceased bar owner Pete Davis, to ses if he had ever
talked of any sueh paypent offsr show artist’s conception of
Ralph (LEU) (as prepared by Leon) to Claude and all pertinsnt
witnesses: show on an Atlanta city map location ef

Pete’'s Sar in comparisen to vhere James Farl W in
astlanta. and genduct other obvious snd legieal investigation

#r. Murphy advised he usndvuhs the USA, Atlanta,
and tha WSA, Hemphis, of the imstitution of this iavestigation
re the Powell allegation. ; _ -

ies from the news media cencerninmg this investigatien.
commurication to prormptly conduct this wmum\ .

ACTION: Per information. You will Le advised of any pertinent

developments .
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PLATHTEXT ) TELETYPE ) NITEL
TO ATLANTA (44-2386) ., 4/3/76

LL PASO (44-920)

MEMPHIS @ (44-)987) J, =~ Mr, Peelman
FROM DIRICTOR PRI (44-3386]) 1 -~ Mr. Helterhoff
MURKIN

CIVIL RIGLTS DIVISION (CRD), U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

HAS REQUESTED FOLLOWING ADDIYIONAL INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE
TAE z\z.mcamou OF LEON OVEN POWELL AMD CLAUDE POVELL, JR.

¥ ATLANTA AND EL PASO SHOULD THOROUCKLY REVIEY THE
INTERVIEWS OF THE POWFLLS NOTING THE DIFFERENCES IV FACH OF
THEIR VERSIONS AND RRINFERVIEW THE POWELLS TO PURTHER
RESOLVE ALL DITATLS OF ﬁixé: ALLEGED MERTING, IN THY BAR.
DETERMINE WHEN AND TIOW MANY TIMES TIHEY TALKED ‘s«;mr PACH OTHER
ABOUT TTIS ALLRGED }mmc; SINCE 17§ OCCURRENCFE. DETPRMINE
FROM THEM HOW XX CAN BE VERIPIED THAT THEY WERE IH ATLANTA
AT THE ZIME OF TUR ALLEGED MEETING AUD CONDUCT ANY
INDEPENDEST INVESTIGATION TO VERIPY THEY WERD ACTUALLY .
. IN ATIANTA AT THE TIMD OF ©ME MFETING. HAVE RACH OP THE .
POVELLS PREPARE A DIAGRA! OF TRI INTFRIOR OF PETL'S PAR,
INCLUDING THE BOOTH WHRRE FACH PARTICIPANT OF THF ALLIGED

HNH:bap (4) * SEE NOTI PAGE 5...

i
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PAGE THO (44-38861)
MEFTING WAS SBATED. DETERMING FROM EACH IF THE UNSUB (RALPH

2

| L¥U) UAD ANY YYPE OF AN ACCEWT. TL PASO QUESTION CLAUDE

SPECIFICALLY RE POLYGRAPH INDICATING HE HAS POSSIRLE
RNOWLEDGE RBEGARDING 7LE UNIDENTIFIED PERSON AS SET FORTH
IN YOUR JANUARY 20, 1976, TELETYPE.

EL PASO SHOULD SHOW THE ARTIST'S CONCLPTION OF RALPH |
(LHU) (THE PIRAL, AS PREPARED BY LNON OWEU POWELL) TO CLAUDE
POWELL, JR., IN A SPREAD OF PHOTOGRAPHS. KL PASO SHOULD
LSO INTERVIEW CO-WORKLRS OF CLAUDE POWELL, JR., TO DLTERMINE

~ IF HE HAS TALXED ABOUT THIS ALLEGED MRITING., RE-CHECK

RECORDS OF SCOTTISH NN FOR RECORD OF ANY OUTGOING CALLS MADE
BY CLAUDE FOWELL, JR.
ATLANTA SHOULD ASCERTAIN IF ANY RECORDS ‘ARE IN EXISTENCE
TO DSTABLISH IDENTITY OF ALL FORMIR EMPLOYEELS OF PETE'S BAR
AND INTFRVIE( THEM POR ANY XNOWLEDGE OF THIS INCIDENT AND
ATTEMPT TO IDENTIPY RALPH (ILNU). ‘
ATLANTA SHOULD ALSO IDENTIFY AUD INTERVIFW ALL
RHOWN FORMER CUSTOMERS OF PETC'S DAR NOTING TUAT DIANE DRADY,
|0 OPERATES “THE OFFICE® DAR, STATED A LOT OF THE CUSTOMERS

ARE STILL AROUND AND FREQUENT EER BAR, "THE OFFPICE."
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PAGE THRCE (44-~3886])
MARE FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW "DUKE, "
ATLANTA SIIOULD MAKE FURTHER EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW
"DOTTIL, " A FORMER EMPLOYEF OF PETR'S BAR. IF NFCESSARY,
IF IT CAN BE ARRANGED, HAVE DIANFE BRADY ORSERVE DOTTII' UNDERHILL TO
DETERMINE IF SHE XS IDENTICAL WITH THE DOTTIE FORMERLY EMPLOYED AT
PETE'S BAR, SINCE UNDERHILL DENIED SHE EVER WORKED THRRE.
ATLANTA SHOULD CONDUCT INVESTIGATION XNTO THE BACKGRQUND
OF ARNOLD RAY GODFREY TO ATTEMPT TO RESOLVE THE ALLLGATION
BY THE POWELLS THAT HE INTRODUCED THE UNEUB TO THEM IN THE
BAR. IDENTIFY AND INTERVIEW HIS RELATIVES, aSSOCIATES;
INCLUDING ANY "COUNTRY AND WESTHRY SINGER" ASSOCIATILS.
PARTICULARLY DETERMINE IF GODFREY EVER KNOWN TO ASSOCIATE
WITH A RALPH AND ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY AMD INTERVIEW RALPH.
VERIFY GODFREY'S PRESEMCE IN ATLANTA AT TIME OF ALLEGED
MEETING. '‘CRD STATED GODFREY'S ATTORNEY SIIQULD NOT BE
CONTACTED AT THIS TIME.
ATLANTA INTERVIEW JACKIE POWFLL, 4]63 CANBY LANE, DECATUR,
GEORGIA, WIFE OF CLAUDE POWLLL, JR., FOR ANY KNOWLIDGE
OF THIS INCIDENT, INCLUDING WHETHER CLAUDE POWELL, JR., EVER
TOLD HER ABOUT THIS ALLEGED PAYMENT OFFER.
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PAGE FOUR (44-—3832&1) o
ATLAWTA AND EL PASO SHOULD SHOW TIIR ARTIST'S COHCEPTION
OF RALPH (LNU) IN A SPREAD TO ALL PERTINENT WITNESSES.
’ ATLANTA REINTERVIEY DOROTHY DAVIS RE REMEMBRRING
WHETHER HER HUSBAND BVER TOLD LER OF ANYOME COMING TMTO EAR
WITH LARGE AMOUNT OF HONEY, OR IF SHE FAS ANY XNOVLUDGE OF
THIS INCIDINT; SHOW ON AN ATLANITA CITY MAP LOCATION OF PETE'S
BAR IN COMPARISON TO WHERE JAMES TARL RAY NAD STAYED IN
ATLANTA. ‘
THE CRD IS ADVISING THE USAS AT ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS
OF THE INSTITUTION OF THR xz:vnsmisaf:xo:: RI THEE POYELL
ABLLEGATION, CRD, HOWODVER, REQULSTED TEAT YOU DO NOT
' DISSEMINATE ANY ﬁi?ORHA‘__I‘IpH 20 TUE USAS. XP THE USAS
HAVE Ay Qnrisrxoz:s, Anvigs THEM TO CONTACT THL CRD DIRECT.
: CRD STATED THE FDI SNOULD WOT COMMENT TO ANY INQUIRIES
FROM'THE HEWS MEDIA CONCERNING THIS INVESTIGATION AND ANY SUCH
;I:Qumxﬁs SHOULD BE REFERRID TO THE CRD, ~
ATLANTA SEOULD COORDINATE ALL ASPECTS OF TIHIS
INVESTIGATION TO RESOLVE THE POVELL ALLI'GATYOM. HANDLE ANY
ADDITIOMAL OBVIOUS AMD LOGICAL LEADS DEVELOPED AMD IF ANY
| QUESTION ARISES RE COVERING ANY ADDITIONAL LEAD, PROMPTLY
CONTACT FBINQ.
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PAGE FIVE (44-3886]))

PROMPTLY CONDUCT THRIS IHVESTIGATION AND SUTEL
SUMMARY ON A DAILY BASIS UNTIL TNIXS INVESTIGATION
IS COMPLETED. HANDLE ANY LTADS QUT OF YQUR
DIVISICH BY-TELETYPE. TANDLI PURSUANT TO SECTION 27,
VOLUME IX, MANUAL OF IMSTRUCTIONS.
END ‘

NOTE: See Peelman to Galkgher memorandum, same date,
same @aption.
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2/3/176

Civil Rights Division : : B
‘ ATTENTION: ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

H

my 2/2/76

(Wl t
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NOTLi: Reference is made to a conversation between

Departmental Attorney Robert A. Murphy and
SA H. N. Helterhoff on 2/2/76 wherein Mr, Murphy
requested the following investigation:

Atlanta and E1 Paso should thoroughly review the
interviews of the Powells noting the differences in each of
their versions and reinterview the Powells to further
resolve all details of this alleged meeting in the bar.
Determine when and how many times they talked with each other
about this alleged meeting since its occurrence. Determine
from them how it can be verified that they were in Atlanta
at the time of the alleged meeting and conduct any
independent investigation to verify they were actually
in Atlanta at the time of the meeting, Have each of the
Powells prepare a diagram of the interior of Pete's Bar,
including the booth where each participant of the alleged
reeting was seated. Determine from each if the unsudb (Ralph
LMU) had any type of an accent. El Paso question Claude
specifically re polygraph indicating he has possible
knowledge regarding the unidentified person.

21 Paso should show the artist's conception of
Ralph (LNU) (the f£inal, as prepared by Leon Owen Powell) to
Claude Powell, Jr., in a spread of photographs. El Paso
should also interview co-workers of Claude Powell, Jr., to
determine if he has talked about this alleged meeting. El Paso will
re~-check records of Scottish Inn for recoxd of any outgoing
calls made by Claude Powell, Jx.

Atlanta should ascertain if any records are in existence
to establish identity of all former employees of Pete's Bar
and interview them for any Xnowledge of this incident .and
attempt to identify Ralph (LNU).

Atlanta should also identiﬁy and interview all
known former customers of Pete's Bar noting that Diane Brady,
who operates "the office” bar, stated a lot of the customers
are still around and frequent her bar, “"the office.”
Make further attempts to identify and interview "Duke.”
Atlanta should make further efforts to .locate and interview
"pDottie,” a former employee of Pete's Bar, If necessary,
if it can be arranged, have Dianc Brady observe Dottie Underhill
to determine if she is identical with the Dottie formerly
enployed at Pete's Bar, since Underhill dénied she ever worked
there.

¥
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Atlanta should conduct investigation into the
background of Arnold Ray Godfrey to attenpt to resolve the
allegation by the Powells that he introduced the unsub to them
in the bar. ~Identify and interview his relatives, associates,
including any "country -and westexn singer” associates.
Particularly determine if Godfrey ever known to associate
with a Ralph and attempt to identify and interview Ralph.
Verify Godfrey's ‘presence in Atlanta at time of alleged
meeting. Mr. Murphy stated Godfrey's attorney should not be
contacted at this tine.

Atlanta dnterview Jackie Powell, 4163 Canby Lane, Decatur,
‘Georgia, wife of Claude Powell, Jr., for any knowledge
of this incident, including whether Claude Powell, Jr., ever
told hex about this alleged payment offer.

Atlanta and E1 ‘Paso should show the artist's conception ,
of Ralph (LNU) in a spread to all pertinent witnesses.

Atlanta reinterview Dorothy Davis re remembering
whether her husband -ever told her of anyone coning into bar
'with large amount of money, or if she has any knowledge of
this incident, 'show on an Atlanta city map location of Pete's
‘Bar in comparison‘'to where -James Earl Ray had stayed in
Atlanta.

Mr. Murphy stated he is advising the USAs at
Atlanta and Memphis of the institution of the investigation
re the Powell allegation. = o :

Mr. Murphy also stated that no information should be
disseminated to the USAs. Mr. Muxphy stated that the FBI
should not.comment to any inquiries from the news media concerning
~thishinvestxgation and any such dnquiries- should be referred
to the CRD., ]
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4 | ‘ © °  February2, 1976
Civil Rights Dlvision . ‘ATTN: ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

B. x ANH:mlr

. , R B
NOTE: Enclosed is a copy of a teletype from Atlanta dated 1/30/78.
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<' 3EFF£cI HE wouLD xILL¥;tm’Fan THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF monsv. owELLE;_;‘_ e

A5 swav:sr*was rnznz. ra” w ITE MALE, ?.

-_‘Em}) PABE wﬁ‘
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T“ PAGE THREL, ar 44-235551~\‘“;
,gff”ncawxoaan ras KLLLING;{if
??f_wouLn TAKE PLACE BOT PLAYE

CONTATNED A LARGE AMQi T-OF:MONEY,-
; i{POLYGRAPH sxamzuﬁﬁyf‘f

yOWk'Quasrxom oﬁ Tuz SH i
"B,Il) RALPH "AY E HAIJ ﬂzs,ggg I’J ’

THE BRIEFCAgEZ 3 HOWEVER, ?OWELL STATED RALPH BEVER 1maxcarvw

“fgﬁfﬂﬁ EXACT ANOHNT aaﬁLY STAIING;BE”HkD?“TWE§IY~FIVE” : PoyaLL, e s
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i  PAGE pzva, BT 4an 2358

DUBIVG TH' PGLYCPAPH EXAVINA7£CN, PGWMLL APPLAREL 10 AAVE

"fDIFFICULTY szarvzns ann THE UPPER: PNEUMOGRAPH HAD ro'aar“
. CONTINUALLY ADJU8T29 av TnE sxqvxﬁan, 'POMELL DIp- aa* nppaga

"”’QVERLY MhRVOUS, sxu NO? 8IS?LA? ARy OUTWﬁRD Jxew op aMOTIPV, Tid

YBUT DI ~rArz ALL ﬁUPINu TH& POLY&RA”H rnar HE WA° VERY \
;?;_hnﬁvoug concﬁaust THIS chL« MATIER ANB THAT HE HAD A HARJ
7ir1ma BREATHINH_PQOPEFLY, PARTICULARLY AS THH neLv RAPH

 ,'uXAW1NATiﬂN PROGRES‘EU. WHEN QUESTIENEB ”ON%VRNING R aPGNSEb

'»~f;x9icgrzn O% THE, CHART, PﬂwaLL waunn owvv srarr YHAT nﬁ qu.L;

"fmeLLING THE TRU’& AND THAT HE TOLn ALL THAT HF Kusu AND
;;.;COULﬂ RLLALL coucﬁnnzur zuxa chanxr. POWLLL IND ICATED Yo
”;5'nAu 0 ﬂl&ﬂ scxsoL E@UIVALEMGY nzeaza, nowsvzx RE APPEAPaD fj‘_ L
| 1 thOP lexran INTELLIGtNﬂE AND APPEAQ”D 10 BE mucn ﬂLDERi%Qij;; v
:graau FOR:Y YpAR° PF peE.' ﬁU&ING ausawxomlna, HE aDhITTiL _f~' \;

1o Dﬂfﬂﬁ b Lot or BEER nnxuxxﬂe owavap CDENIED. DRINK
;fD“RIAG"T“F;QAY or Tﬁﬁftxaquarxcw. ;;fg;;“* g
A REVIE OF T”Rh‘*C”“FfsfREFLECT“:BawELt Rusr‘faﬁ

f“-fa&vr

Z”fbeVuRALLY xmfrﬁi SAIE: MANRER TO ALL UESTIONS ASKED T mni_j_"

;héSIGNIFI”AwT RhuPOﬁSL TO ANV IRDIVIDUAL QHESTIGM WHEHEBY A

__Ewu PA&t FIVE
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e 5 ’ i7afln;hsnuﬂuuu g Ay _
COMMUNTIRFIONS SECTION T

uroos AT PLALY
. p1as pyATIEL 1421;36'Lmﬁ;
™ DIRECTOR kin~38ésx)
FROM: . ATLANTA :44—95363 )
‘MURKIQ.
RE ATLnNTh NLTEL TO THF BURLAU, JARUARY 20, 1575. .

.~ RECONTACT WITH. LEON POWELL'S RELATIVES ozrzﬂrruvn THAT PﬂwELL
HAS HOW, mavzv T0 THE GROOK"S CORNER ROOMI NG wouss LUPAIED m THE :
VICINITY OF ALSTOW srpgzr AND CANDLER ROAD I8 AanurA, ssonaxa.
POVELL'S RELATIVES FURTHER ADVISED THAT FowELL DOES NOT MAVE A
PHONE AT THAT ADDRESS AND ATTENPTS 10 LOCATE HIN HAVE BEEN Nrearxus.
| ATLANTA WILL LOCATE POVELL ann MAKE Awnawezmznr« 70 HAVE
""HIM APPEAR AND TAKE POLYGWAPH EXAMINATION DURTNG THE WEEX OF

 FEBRUARY P e o
UAC“ ATLANTA WILL oUBNIT NO FNhTHFP ThLETYPEg In THI¢ NATTFR
HNTIL POYELL IS PDLYGRAPMED | '
POVELL BROTHERS, LEON ARD cununz, SHOULD B CONSTDERED
POTF&TIALlY Dgwcznou:.
zwn.
pe:o

: c ABBON COPY DO NOT FILE
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3'2.?1 (Re!. 2-20-74) . ‘)
FBI
st i g T B CORIR R e T
TO: SAC, ATLANTA  (44-2386)

(Daze)
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI  (44-38861)

MURKIN

Re _urtelcall of 1/22/76 and urteletype dated 1/22/76

1. ITEMS ENCLOSED PREPARED BY EXHIBITS SECTION, ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION:

o ised-artist! tion draw

2. ACTION TO BE TAKEN: .
A. Have witness(es) view item(s) for evaluation.

(This line for LEFT MARGIN.)

B. If modification is necessary, submit additional information and any pertinent com-
ments of witness(es) to Exhibits Section, Administrative Division.

C.  When likeness is approved by witness(es) any extra copies needed should be made or
obtained locally. If local copying facilities are not available additional copies may be
requested from Exhibits Section.

D.  As the case progresses, advise Exhibits Section re use and effectiveness of item(s) ‘
as investigative aid(s). Upon apprehension of subject(s), submit arrest photographs(s).

Enc.  Three photocopies of drawing also being sent to-you by routing
slip. -

(Do not type below this line.)

@ General Investigative Division (Mr. Helterhoff) (Enc.) (Sent Direct)

“GPN/ml
(3)

MAIL ROOMCZT  TELETYPE UNIT ()
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AW 2
44-38851 AT 44-2385
1-23-75

>

BUR

RALPH (Last Name Unknown)
as described by LEON OWEN POWELL
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i | - FEDERAL BURMU()HNV&M:AHO»\

N’Réms "Ar” PLAIN

i

4138 PN WITEL J22-76 LUMT
108 _ DIRECTOR (44-38861) ..
CFROM: - ATLANTA (44-2386) (Py

ADWINISTRATIVE DIVISION, ATTENTION EXHIBITS SECTION, -ﬁ;%ix?i;"”

MURKIN,

Tl BUREAU. TELCALL TO ATLANTA, JAN&ARY za. xs7s
: FOR THE IHFORMATIBN OF THE BUREAU Lzon owsn PowELL Anv:sza
'mnr mz ARTIST‘S com:znms snom.o BE cm\msn ro summm: som
OF THE GRAY AROHND TEWPLES AND THE FACE SHGULB BE MADE SHORTER,
POWELL STATED ONLY SPECKS OF GRAY SHOULD APPEAR oN TEMPLES

AND THE FACE I THE PRESENT ARTIST'S couczprxou 15 A LITTLE
00 Lote, POWELL STATED HAS NO IDEA 45 TO wnsns znwano POVELL.

-mkxs OR stmas. R | . ¥
: INVESTIGATION AT mccmx comxﬂvlm AND REPORT wu.L FaLLow.

o PowELL BRMHERS. .uon Mw cmumz, HOULD BE consmzkzn :

'TvPOTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. - ' iy ;

END,

- HOLD

P CARBON CO
O~ fwz,zfm ok PY DO NOT FI]
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| Fms""'ﬁf-"-‘t ﬁtblml \
4R%12 AT PLAIN c0'*{"’”‘”‘7‘47"1I‘S Sfcngfv
11845 PN NITEL 1-22-76 MUf JAN 2o 1 : / &
i W : 1 i
o . | R
| TUr DIRSCTOR Tﬁg,i;f_ " Vo’ém
| FRONT  ATLAMTA (44/2326) - ' M

i
'
i
f
. :
'
o ' .

L4

e . t .
. .

NURKIN, | k

MRS. HEPSIE POWELL A®D HUSERI PDH?LL, MOTHER A{D BROTHER OF
LEON ANl CLALDE ?OHaLL, dﬁ., LGCATED Ah) IHTERVIZWED AT‘TOCCO&, :

(GEOROIA. #RS. HEPSIE POVELL STATED SHE HAD X0 KNOWLEDGE, HAT-
/SOEVER OF INCIDENT AS REFORTED BY LEON POVELL TO ATLANTA DIVISION.
! HUBERT' POWELL ADVISED HKE VAS CONTACTED BY LEOW POMELL AFTER BUREAU
AGENTS CONTACISD ANOTHER BROTHER, WENDELL POWELL, BELMONT, 4ORTH
CABOLINA. WUDERT POELL FURTHER ADVISED THAT LEOH RE LATED T0
“HIM, AT THAT Ixnz,'aéouf THE INCIDENT, WUBERT POWZLL OF THE .
AOPLUI0N LEON POVELL WAS DRUYK DURING THIS PHONE CALLe HISERT

FOWELL STATED HE HaD HO ﬂNOHL D”E OF IﬂﬁlDEﬁT BEFGRE IHE R”CE?T

iPHOﬁ& CALL

ZRO..
PLS ACK FOR THO"

¥OLD FOR FOUR | | h
DLA FBIHQ | B |
ASK FOR THO

L)

'CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE

0 /x&ﬂm
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»zrf mimm fae & A B 3 1781 /76

34 ﬁpm : : : """Mﬂrm

HURKIN '_ 1 - Mr, Peclman
i 720 T ',Kaf.ugmmu

PURPOSE . wminammmﬁmw
reseatly isstituted to resclve an allegation by
ieon Owen Powell and his dWreother, Clands Powell, Jr., that
prior to the mahnumatu. Martin Luther King, Jr..
Mmmwmumw. King.

_BRCKGROUND m:mmm“ to the assassination of

Dy, Hartin Luther x:lu Jr., om 4/4/%8.
James Rarl Ray pled gmilty to this mth&yhn
loval confinsment.

You wera advised in previtus memoranda that we are
candue uwwummuwumm
biviedon (Co®), U. 8. ; t of Justice, to resolve a
rocant mmun (made Janusry, 197€) by leon Owen Fowell
and his brother, Claude Powell, Jr., that prior to the
assassination of bDr. Xing, Mmdtmﬁmu
sarder Dr. XKing..

mmmummmmm,m
Powell, Jr., M{;hwlﬂuﬁ bua:;m November, 1967,
wars apyroached matual Friend Codfrey askad
mmuaummWhMtu.m. Godfrey
uumumucz mmt an individeal
murdar M&mm,

E

later at the same bar, the Powal Wbp
- individual named Zalph (last same » whe asif °T guass

MWI’HM'MW’WM‘W

" mpIWMmet $25,090, Powell said they told Ralph

they nseded time o think it over. ummm*umm
iz not made up mow, I can't do business with you.” Powall sald

s4-388€1 .
e e (10) : CONTINUED - OVER

PR RE

g) @t R DRk O o W o

s, 9
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Heworandam to Hr. Gallagher

. stiila il Bl
i 4
! il b I
i sl i1 El
Ay i 1
i mm ;L I il
A _mw i i
it i i
i % wmmm RTRALL

..L

~ OVER
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Heomovandun to lr. Gallagher
BR: MNURKIN

-

on 1/19/76, Clasde Powell, Jr., was afforded a Bureau
&m«m&w Taxas. The pelygraph
that Claule Powell's response to certain
mm»u'mwhmmmna,
fact, offer him and his brother $50.000 to kill br.
emmu'.mummmus
MMMMMWWWW
the unidentified person who made the payment offer.

When Armoid Ray mmnmanc,
and denied - lavolvement im utw.h to submit
o a po . When he was contacted om 1/16/76, however,
mmnnw and then advised he 4id not wish
ummmmwmmmum
to the FBY aany « Be stated if the FRI needs
any further information, they should contact his attorney.

mm«ummtmmmm-mxy
coordinated with the CRD, ©On 1/20/76, Mr. Rebert A. Harphy,
Chief, Criminal Section, CRD, stated he desired to know the
‘ o g 1 : nakd

inatie whether attorney should de

contacted coacarn his polygraph examination, and befors

a determina nummmmxmm
hmh‘hmlu&hm

2CTION: Por information. You will be advised of any pertinent
developments.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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: Jamuary 21, 1976
Civil Rights Division ATTN: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY
ASSASSINATION OF -

DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR.

my January 16, 1976

3

3. x HBNH:mlr

.

4 .
NOTE: ‘Enclosed are copies of Atlanta teletypes dated 1/16/18, 1/19/76, and
1/20/76, and a copy of a San Antonio teletype dated 1/20/18.

Reference is made to conversations between Departmental Attorney
Robert A, Murphy-and SA Hal N. Helterhoff re the status of this investigation.
On J/20/76 Mr. Murphy stated he desired to know of the results of the
poly examination of Leon Owen Powell (tentatively scheduled for 1/26/76
or 1/27/76) before making a determination as to whether Arnold Ray Godfrey's

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




® @
Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Division

attorney should be contacted concerning his polygraph examination and

before making a determination as to what additional investiga.tion should
be conducted to resolve this allegation.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




‘ ~ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

Eor | AN TaTG
F" NR©GT 54 PLALN " TEL : PE

lﬁ:ﬁéPN WITEL fANuARY zm, ;sys s
10 - D”'Ecroa (ha-3886 ¢
 ATLANTA (44-4586)

EL PASO 44-520) | MEMPHIS
FROM . SAN ANTONIO (44~xz4z; ueL
Muaxlu.,_ S .ik"  J”if;‘M”'  | e hy e
REBUTEL TO AILA&IA. JAﬂuARY 15,1916, Autuoaxzxua asxutaavxaw vf
OF CLAUDE POWELL, JRe s WLTH USE OF POLYGRAPH,
O JANUARY 19, 191«, AI 8115 P.m.. cLAunu POVELL, ua..

PowELL'§ "YES" xzsraussé 10 euésrxons;_i*oia SGﬂtonz UFFER
YOU AND LEON $50,000 T0 KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRe7" AND
"D1D som;ouz ASK YOU Tu KILL WARTLW Lutnan KING, JRe2" waaa :
F LESS THAW RLSPOﬁsa& IQ coutaon auzsrxom. Iuaxcazxse POUELL s
IRuIHTELLING N SIAI!NGvSOMEGN& uxa, in racr OFFER HIn AND HIS
. BROTHER ssa.wao T0 KILL manrxn LUTHER KING , JR. POULLL'S "no"v
RESPONSE TO QUESTLON, 'Do YOU KNOW WHO ASKED YOU AWD LLOﬂ 0
KILL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR42" AND HIS RLACTIONSvFOLLOWING THE
ANSWER xupxcara.POSSIaLE""iwggpagﬁggggna;gggggbﬁgﬂ?isiia,azggpuy
| MENTIONED IN ABOVE auﬁsrxous, G hhs

!

2025 RELEASE U‘NDER E.O. 14176



PABE 2 SA 44-1242
SUBJECT PUMELL WAS LEFT VITH 14PRESSION Ihat thULTS
. UF POLYGRAHﬁ LXAMINATIUN HERL UﬁGLtAﬂ AND rﬂar srﬁane
| PDSSIBILIIY EXISTEU WHEREIN FE1 WOULD REQUEST ADDlTIONAL ‘
TEST IN LGMEDIATE FUTuRz .« RESULTS OF TEST WeRE WOT DISCUSS:.ﬁ
"IN ANY WAY WITH POWELL NOR WAS INTERRUGAIION EFFECTED,
BUREAU REQUESTED TO FURNISH COPY OF THIS COMHUNICATION
TV BUREAU FILE 80~5+ -

E N’DGOOOO

¥

LA

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



T Fimand b, DRI BT N0 STRATEY ’ '

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION H
JAN 2y Co

BROGS AT PLALMN - YELETYPE

2149 PM MITEL 1»2@—75 Lbitt- |
T0: .+ DIR c&on (44-58861> | o
o q;éguxs |
EL PASO (44-920)
FROM:  ATLANTA (44-2386) @)
HURKINa S
| RE ATLANTA NITEL TO THE BUREAU, JANUARY 19, 1976,
Lsou OWEN POWELL WAS SCHEDULED 10 APPEAR IN THE ATLANTA OFFICE
OF THE FBI TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAWINATION SONETIWE BETWEEN 3192 PH
AND 7180 PH ON JANUARY 19, 1976, APPROXLWATELY 7120 PM, POMWELL '
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED THE ATLANTA OFFICE, ADVIS!NG HE WAS "SI1CK"
AHD THAT HE DESIRED TO POSTPONE THE POLYGRAPH EXAK UNTIL THE WEEK
OF JANUARY 26 THROUGH 36, 1576 | |
POWELL VAS TENTATIVELY RESCHEDULED TO TAKE THE POLYGRAPH EXAM
ON JANUARY 26 OR JANUARY 27, 1978,
UACB, ATLANTA DIVISION WILL SUBHIT NO FURTHER TELETYPES Lo
THIS WATTER UNTIL POYELL 1S POLYGRAPHED. ‘
POMELL BROTHERS , LEON AND CLAUDE, SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS. | -
END o -
Cit’ ACK FBIHQ TU

CARBON CO? ¥ DO NOT FILE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



i
o ®
' ' - BUREA UF INVESTIGATION

c | ‘ commumcmous SECTION
NRB10 AT PLALN

RO , ‘ j JAN19 1976 i \_,
2344 Pi gﬂ{L -19-76 LHa é.?'é"/ : 7 f\&
: : Z/\

T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI (44-3886)) i“
SAC, MEWPHIS E) |
SAC, EL PASO (44-520)
FRONT SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) (P) |
NURKIN S | .
RE ATLANTA NITEL T0 THE BUREAU DAI‘ED‘ JANUARY 16, 1976.
~ ON JANUARY 16, 1976, A+ RAY GUDFREY WAS CONTACTED CONCZRNLANG -
HIS WILLINGNESS TO SUBMIT TO A POLYGRAPH EXAMINE AT THE ATLANTA '
OFFICE OF THE FBI AT WHICH TIME GODFREY STATED I Ad INWOCENT"
AND HE THEN ADVISED THAT HE DID NOT WISH TO TAKE ANY POLYGRAPH
EXAWINE AND HE STATED HE DID NOT WISH TO TALK T0 THE Ful ANY |
FURTHER AND IF THE FBI NEEDS ANY FURTHER INFORMATION THEY ‘,XQ
SHOULD CONTAGT WIS ATTORNEY, JACK Ve DORSEY, AT IhLEPHONE |
NUMBERS 633-5607 OR 934-8Y2 1+ ‘

ON THE SAME DATE, LEON OWEN POWELL ADVISED THAT HE IS
VILLING TO TAKE A POLYGRAPH EXAMINE AND STATED THAT HE WOULD
BE AT THE ATLANTA OFFICE OF THE FBI SOMETLNE BETUEEN 3100 AHD
© 7800 PuM. ON JANUARY 19, 1976, FOR THE POLYGRAPH EXAMINE.

UACB, ATLANTA DIVISION WILL NUT COWTACT ARNOLD RAY GODFREY
ANY FURTHER GR HIS ATTORNEY, JACK Ve DORSEY . |
END OF PAGE NUMBER ONE

CARBON COPY Do NOT FI]LE‘
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PAGE NUWBER TWO
AT 44-2386 |
| POWELL BROTHERS LEON AND CLAUDE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
" POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS s |

. END
. cMB FBIHQ CLR Tu

£
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o . , FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESTIGATION A‘ '
. COMMUNICATIONS .sm‘?m?i ' '

JAN 17197 K
TELETYPE

MD12 ME PLAIN
11358 PN NITEL JANUARY 16, 1976 Jib

T0: DIRECTOR (44-38861)
ATLANIA © (44-2386)
EL PASO (44-520)

RUIs HEMPRIS . (44-1987) (P = D :
MURKIN - | .

11065 OF THE MENPHLS UFFLGE CONTAIN NUTHING W HICH
WOLLD LINK CLAWE POWELL, LEON PUJELL, RAY GUDFREY, (R ANY
OF THE POWELL RELATIVES TO THE MURKIN INVESTIGATIUN,

SO FURTHER ACTION BEING-TAKEN AT MEGPHIS,

CEW 1 S
RS HOLD. | |

i

CARBOI CCFY DO NOT FILE
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b2 Q.v 5 fgoERALeuRﬂNS“F‘“'Eb““““U“{”  ;“( &
. Mmunmmus SECTlONg o S

Lﬁlyéédgbﬁf¥Piﬁrﬁ“.‘ S el
5;¢éiéa,Pm upammr>?.‘g;7g ﬁLg*;i:
T »'nxx;ifan caa~aaaex>

t“f‘L Paso c44~9za) e
| .TLANTA <44-238§) tpi“:ff?*Q 

T

i”l’ﬂ THE nanz PETE navis.,;ﬁ%vrﬁ e KINKON, SON OF OWNER,

@;qua narnﬁﬁ né¢ swptnvzv xunzeous wnxrkessss snxs or W 0m*;1j;w
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‘ FEDERAL BUREAY OF INVESHGATION ' : !

. COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
JAHl 1419
T
) L
o écf”/\&
/; | t:’\ ,z’.‘({"jw

NR BU4 EP PLALN P | CS,&\\

4,55PM URGENT JANUARY 16, 1976 SHC 5 T
10 DIRECTOR /(44-3886]1) ' SAN ANTONIO ‘
FROW  EL PASO (44-920) ()

i

MURKIN.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO EL PASO, JANUARY 16, 1976, AND
MIDLAND RESIDENT, AthCY ILLEPHONL CALL TO SaAN ANIONIO,
JANUARY 16, 1976, . ]

P OLYGRAPH Examiunizou Foa CLAUDE POWELL., JRey
COORDINATED WIITH SA LOREN Ke LnE, SAH ANTOWIO DIVISION,
FOR JANUARY 19, 1976, 8:%@?.ﬂ¢, WIDLAND , TEXASs NECESSARY
WAIVER FOR POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. UBIAINED FROM POWELL., -

EL PASO WILL SUYEL RESULTS OF THE POLYGRAPH aXAMINAIION.

ATLANTA (34-2386) AND MEMPHIS ADVISED AIRMAIL.

ENDJEHS | - :

. EWS FBIKG K S

GARBON COPY DO NOT FILE

-
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Civil Rights Division | : 1/16/176
' ATTENTION: MR. ROBERT A. MURPHY

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, OR.

my - 2 1/14/76

. xx@%\i\&%(b@/ - |

£

4 ~ SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...

-,
l‘(;‘/ & [N
! '
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e il

NOTE: Reference is made to conversatlions between Departmental
Attorney Robert A. Murphy and SA H, N. Helterhoff

re the status of this investigation. Enclosed are copies

of Atlanta teletypes, both dated 1/15/76, and a copy of a

Charlotte teletype dated 1/14/76. Also enclosed is an FBI

Identification Record for Arnold Ray Godfrey.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




. 'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE1_14-76 g wrv
. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO A ’|l-l4‘#‘7~6‘ 807 MI,JH. ’
. IDENTIFICATION DIVISION I
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 .

. None '‘Assigned
The following F3I rec%rd, NUMBER . ts furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY,
Information shown on this Identification Record represents dato furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors.
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS
DESIRED, C?MMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS.

- .

-

CONTRIBUTOR OF ARRESTED OR " :
FINGERPRINTS NAME 7AND NUM,BER, ) RECEIVED CﬂAFGE 7 7 DISPOSITION ]
PD Forcst Park |Arnold Ray © P-7-64 - |D/C drunk
GA Godfrey ERRETN "|D/C cursing
13110 driving wrong _
side of road
suspicion poss
dangerous drugs | -
] 3
Sist ne'tter Faserpriers noran ‘ .
PRWIRT remier v k9 b fndordt
UL R T o oY
e e Py .’.’t:.*...;
.:‘.i‘. Do ekl antaas Uy
RIS iR v O yoa are Iaterest: .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF Jus*rlcE, -
‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT)ga i1-14-76 807 f4LH .
) @ IDENTIFICATION DIVISION L
WASHINGTON, D, ¢. 20531
‘ !

e oot e R i =

The following information from FB

1 e orJ NUMBER
is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ON

None Assigned

Description and Related Data: ~ ARNOLD RAY GODFREY '
Race: 1
Sex: M-

Height: 74" '

Weight: 134 .
Hair: Brn
Eyes: Byrn -

Date and Place of Birth: 6-11-30 Cooperhill TN

. 13
M

Scars and Marks: Scér R/F arp 2"
Address: In 1964 569 Greham Ave Atlanta GA '

Occupation: Construction

Siree e ther fazere
iCeniying

rinty Porea

“:ﬂ.rcl (i '3 l'kcxcd
o8 ; ly\’(rr‘%“
!< 'y

neng t

isGiviast w*o'm y...'"ci..c

vlad.

Social Security Number: Unknown
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5 . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESHGA

1y

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

L A
p £
‘
l}
i
‘
‘
I
Se AT A MY A TS gRen sy en e Lige 2y s o
L ATLANTA TELETYPE THE i 1D I976,
et AT Y AT . NS BT RS iR By T MRS o |
ON FART DATE, E MC KINNOH, I *R G Kl . ‘
i A TET Py . Py ¢ : roy A {
RYSTAURANT, MORELASD AVEMUE, aDV1SE] - HAVE D AN |
| S BRATT TR W AST T “ 5 - LEYA TS L LRy .
NATIED DOTT I ° DT TIE / § ¢ - R Py
‘ : T g P s i 4 Py 2B A
|
WINACP TEW  racs PTUS DAV ATE AR B AP Y T AT T
J0TTIE HAD  THE ‘DAY DFF - AND 1S TR Y Ji QF ‘3
1Y 4 ~y A MD BMEY AL AT AT P g BT A YA N1 5
! 9 3 P A 82 JILK A s / 3 " { £ A Y
| bola - v i Rl LR . J LA -y LN . ’ i
4R 187 |
RV | 16

CARBON Curi U Ul FILE
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K 4

“%R892 AT PLAIN

12188 AN uxsfﬁ;/f-xs—7s HLF

T0¢ DIRECTOR, FBI
SAC, MEWPHIS
- SAC, EL PASO

BN I
TECE?

Jn “*w

er I

' "A u'i (».ajj\ 1

I I I
s Eed

..q Y

H?t:
,,.a-

L .

FROM®  SAC, ATLANTA (44-2638) ('P)‘

MURKIN. -

RE AT TEL TO BU, JAN. 13, 1576, ‘
DIANE BRADY, WHITE FEMALE, DOB AUG.
22, 1942, POB ATLAKTA, GA., CURRENT OWNER OF THE OFFICE LOBNGE,
INTERVIEVED AND ADVISED SHE IS QUITE CERTAIN THAT 14 1967

ON INSTANT DATE,

e

CCa \\‘:‘b HM S S}-ELHQM

R

:JnGHE WAS EWPLOYED AS A CARWOP AND BARTENDER AT PETE'S PLACE
ol {MORELAXD AVE. SHE IS FANILIAR WITH RAY GODFREY AND AFTER

" 'UIEWING PHOTO OF CLAUDE ARD LEON POVELL, WAS FAMILIAR ¥ITH
BOTH OF THEM, SHE STATED SHE NEVER KEARD ANYONE TALXING

¢30UT ANY MURDER OF ANY TYPE AT PETE'S PLACE.
TO IDENTIFY ANYONE RESEMBLING ARTIST'S CORCEPTION OF RALPH
(LKUY. SHE CAN ONLY DESCRIBE OKZ INDIVIDUAL ¥HO CAYE INTO
FETE'S PLACE WHO UpS WELL-DRESSED AND WALKED WITH 4 LINP,
SHE KNEW THE INDIVIDUAL AS "DUXE™. “DUXE™ WAS
APPROXIMATELY 6', 189 LBS., DARK HAIR, WALKED WITH A LIWP,
DROVE A LARGE DARKX CAR WITH A GWINNETT COUNIY TAG. “DUKE"

EtD PAGE ONE

/7l g

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176

SHE ¥AS UNABLE

A WHITE MALE,

CARBON COP‘X DO NOT FILE




PAGE TWO, AT 44-2638 | | !
ALWAYS SEEMED TO HAVE MOMEY, IN FACT, GAVE HER 358 TIP. SHE
CANNOT LOCATE DUKE AT THIS TINE, IN FACT, HAS SEEN TRYING TO
FISD HIM ON HER OWN. DUKE VERY RARELY WENT INTO BAR, ALWAYS
GOT RIS BEVERAGES THROUGR THE CARHOPS DIANE ADVISED ANOTHER
CARHOP NAMED DOTTIE (LEU), VHO SHE THINKS 1S CURRENTLY WORKING
FOR BARBARA'S LOUNGE ON MORELAND AVE., MIGHT BE #BLE 10
ASSIST 1IN THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE ARTIST'S
CONCEPTION IN VIEW OF FACT SHE WAS A LONG-TIME EMPLOYEE OF
PETE'S PLACE,
LEOH POYELL REINTERVIEWED AND SNOUN ARTIST'S COKCEPTION,
TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION, YITH SOME HINOR COSMETIC
CHANGES, CONCEPTION RESEMBLES INDIVIDUAL WHO CONTACTED HIM
RE ASSASSINATION, POWELL IS CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL WHO CONTACTED
HIM K¥OUM AS RALPH DID KOT, REPEAT DID NOT, VALK WITH LINMP.
ATLANTA AT ATLANTA. LOCATE AND INTERVIEY DOTTIE LMD
. A}D SHOW ARTIST'S COHCEPTION,
E1D ,
FLS HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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QEAU OF INVESTIGATIOD
NR817 CE CODE COUNUETS SETol
18:02PH NITEL JANUAR
10: pIRECTAE, FBI (42-388s1D TELETYPE ?
 aTLANTA (44-2386) bQ*C> ,
el paso.
MENPHIS'
FROM: CRARLOTTE (44-1365)
WORKING
'RE CHARLOTTE TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, DATED JANUARY 8, 1976.
FLOYCE PONELL BRYSON, ROUTE NUWSER FIVE, BOX 18,
e, INTERVIEWED ON JANUARY 14, 1976, AND ADVISED

?RASKLIN; LS

. &S rOLLOWS:

“'LEGH Aup CLAUDE POVWELL ARE BRYSON'S BROTHERS AND ALTHOUGH
THEY ARE BOTH' KORALLY GOOD MEN THEY EACH HAVE A DRINKING
PROBLEM.  'NEITHER LEON NOR CLAUDE HAS EVER BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH

. THE KU KﬁUX KLAY 6R ARY BLACK BATE ORGANIZATIONS., LIKEWISE,

N”lTHER ﬁAS Evgh SDOYnN AGAINST MARTIN LUTHER XING.
BRYSO%'S BROIﬁERS HAVE NEVER MENTIONED TO HER THE ALLEGED
OFFER TO hILL KIhG AND BRYSON QUITE FRANKLY DOES ROT BELIEVE

| IHE EVEﬂT EVER OCCURRED. ALSO, NEITHER POSSESSES THE CAPABILITY

10 KILL KIﬁG.
LEOH ?OﬁnLL YAS A XOREAN WAR VETERAN AND WHENEVER HE

£

ek~

** CARBON COPY DO NOT FILE
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e v
k)

Az ri? ; 0° A4-1365
DRINKS/TO sxczss HE BECOMES DEPRESSED AND OFIEN CALLS MEMBERS
oF HIS‘?A%ILY xu THE ‘MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT FOR CONSOLATION.
LEOK orrzn srnrss HE WISHES HE WERE DEAD LIXE THE REST OF
rxsﬂbovs xv uxs UNITWHO VERE KILLED IN KOREA. SRYSON BELIEVES
%;ou-s LXPERIENCES IN KOREA HAVE ADVERSELY AFFECTED HIS MIND,
tast eaLL HAS*MADE BY LEON TO BRYSON SEVERAL NONTHS AGO.
"LEON; Lnsr su BY BRYSON DURING CHRISTHAS, ;975, AND ALL
APPEAREDJ@ELL.
“BRYsox ﬁROVIDFD THE FOLLOWING LIST OF HER BROTHERS:
' WENDELL POWELL, BELMONT, H. C.
+ 'CLAUDE' POWELL, JR., CHAMBE LANE, DEKATUR, GA.
~EDUARD ?owznz, SHALLOWFORD, CHAMBLEE, GA.
_HUBERT POVELL, ROUTE THREE, TACOA, GA.
LEON POYELL.
C ATLANTA, HANDLE INTERVIEWS OF FAMILY.
TELETYPE FURNISHED EL PASO AND MEMPHIS PER REQUEST.
EXD,

HOLD

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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#r. Gallagher P i 171477
| 1 - ®r. Cellahan
J- 2. MIMR : ‘ ".”_q Edane
; ‘1.~ ¥r, Sall
1 - &c Q'Mll
HUREIN 3 - iy, Paeluan

1 i m: Mm
faten;: Nr. B2alog)

PURPOSE: To advise of the status of the invastigatien -

; inscituted to resclve az sllagation by leon Ouen
Powsll that he and his breother, Clasde Powall, Jr., wera
offered payment in 1967 to surder Ox. Hartia Luther Eimg, Jr.

BACZGROURD: This ease pertains to the shooting death of

. " br. Aartin Luther Xing, Jr., on 4/4/68, James
sarl Ray pled guilety to this murder asd presently is
in loeal confinement.

You wers previcusly advised in a J. 6. Feelman
memorasius o Mr. Gallagher, dated 1/6/76. that by
telatype datad 1/8/76, our Ztlaata Office advisged :
of inforsation furnished by oms Lson Owen Powsll whe. in
essenes, elaims he and hig brother, Clawde Powell, Jr., while

in an Atlanta bar in Gotober ~ Yovembar; 1967, were spproached by

a mutual friead, Hay Codfrey, who asksd the Powslls if they
wers interestad in makiug $%9,000. Godfrey told them he would
mmt:mﬂth»awmm,wm” . to
murder Zing. Approwinately one week later at the same bar, the
Fowslls were approashed by an individval named 2alph (last nans
unknows) , who said I guess you kaow why I's here® and :
subsequently opesed his ¥riefeass displayisg what he sald was
$2%,000. Powell said they told Zalph they meedsd time to
think it over. M replind “if yeur mind is not mads wp
now, I can't do ss with you." Powell said ®alph sever
said the momey heing offered was to kill ¥isg. Powsll states
ssither he sor his brother were involvad in the warder of

4438981

E

wosbap (11) CONTINEED - OVER

2025 RELEASE 'l‘JNDER E.O. 14176



Heoranduns te Mr. Gallagher
RE: HURKIN )

‘Leon Owen Powall alac stated that the ouly other
individuals awars of this weating with Zalph (Lwv) E
wore hie forser wife, Annle Lols Compos and Pete Davis, owner
of the bar. :

the Civil Rights Division (ORD), #. §. Dapartmsent of
Justice, reguested investigation to raselve this allegation.

sguua Claude Powell, Jr., was interviewed and although he

alsc claims & payment offer was made to kill Eing, his agcount

diffexs somewhat from that of Leon Owen Powell, <laude Powsll, Jr.,

states that three or four wesks prior to the murder of Eing, he

mwuh" G Rer s Reishy of Magmt mg:’u nei
\ ta. Ray ; & frisnd of Leon's, joi their

booth and sngaged in cenversation with Leon. Claude paid :

particular attention to what they wers talking about. Codfyey

then left the hoeth and approxinmataly ten to fiftesen minutes

later. an unknown subject (unsub), a white male, joined them

in their booth and placed an expensive-looking briefcase on tha

table. The unseb told ther he wanted thew to kill Xiag and

wonld pay $25,000 now and $23,080 when the job was done.

The unsub then opened his briefeese, which was full of wrapped

currency. Claude stated he was ghocked, assunmed it was some

sort of a joke and he ignored the unsub. The unsub then

¢losed his briefease and departed,

: Weandall Suttom Powsll, 2 brother, stated he had not
heard of anyone contaeting his brothers re offering them
mx te assamsinate Hing., He advised if Claude had geoen
$2%,.000 in one lump sum, Claude would have told othars about
i}. #e advisad that Claude used to drink sdlet and talk glibly
whea in a drunken condition.

Leon Owan Powaell has furaished information for the
praparation of an artiast's comesption of the unsub who
reportedly made the payment offser., Claude Powell, Jr., states
ha would not recognize tha unsub and was unable te furnish
information for an artist's concaption.

Annie Leois Compos, former wife of Leon Owen Powell,
aftsr soue prompting, remembered as inecidant wharein Leon .
teld her an individwal had contacted his brother and him

regarding the murder of Xing, Leon told her that the man had a sauitease
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semorandun te dNr. Gallagher
RE: WURRIN ' \

full of money and wanted them to nurder King. Sha stated

Leon vas very intoxicated when relatiag the story te har aftor
the Zing assassinatieon. OSbe stated that numarous times whils
Leon was drumk, he would talks about various ¥illings aand killars.

investigation determined that Peta pavis., the cwnay and
operater of the bar, disd of cancer in May ef 1973,

fay Codfrey has been fully identifisd as Arnold Ray
Godfrey and advised that he 414 not talk with sither of
the Powslis re the assassinatios of Zing nor did he istrodbce
anyone to thes re the aasassination of King. He denied all koowledge
of any assassination plot re Kiag.
The results of our imvestigation have heen closaly
coordinated with the CRU and on 1/14/76, ¥r. Robart 5. Murphy,
chief, Criminal Ssetion, CED, requested that pelygraph exaninations
e afforded to Loon Owen Fowall, Claude Powell, Jr., and Araeold
ray Sodfrey, im an attempt to further resolve this matter. This
ragnest from ¥r. Murphy has been confirmed in writing.

By separate cesmunication, Atlanta is being instracted
te nave SA Johm 5. Reysolds, Bursan-approved polvaragh
sxaminer, afford the pequested polysraph examinations teo
Leon Owen Powell and ixnold Zay Codfrey. 8A Loven K. iee,

polysraph sxaminer, San Antenio bivision, is
al®e being inmstrueted to afford ths reguestad polygraph
sxaminstion te Claede Powell, Jr., presently in the ¥l Pase

Aceron: Por informatien. Yeu will be advised ef any partinens
developmants. - <
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PLAINTEXT TELETYPE

TO SACS ATLANTA (44-2386)
'EI: PASO (44-920)
SAN ANTONIO
FROM DIRECTOR FBI (44-38861)
MURRIN

REBUTELCALLS JANUARY 14, 1976.

URGENT

1/14/76

1 - Mr. Peelman

1l - Mr. Helterhoff

1l - Mr. Cochran
(attn: Mr. Balog)

CIVIL RIGRTS DIVISION (CRD), U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF

JUSTICE, HAS REQUESTED THAT POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS BE

AFFORDED TO LEON OWEN POWELL, CLAUDE POWELL, JR., AND

ARNOLD RAY GODFREY.

ATLANTA, HAVE SA JOI¥ B. REYNOLDS, BUREAU-APPROVED
POLYGRAPE EXAMINER, AFPORD POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS TO

LEON OWEN POWELL AND ARNOLD RAY GODFREY. OBTAIR

NECESSARY WAIVERS.

EL PASO, COORDINATE POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION FOR CLAUDE )

POWELL, JR, SA LOREN K, LEE, BUREAU-APPROVED POLYGRAPH
EXAMINER, SAN ANTONIO DIVISION, IS XNSTRUCTED TO APFORD
THIS POLYGRAPH EXAMINATION. 'EL PASO CONTACT CLAUDRE

1 -~ MEMPHIS (44-2987)

HNH:bap (6) SEE NOTE PAGE 3...
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