Actually, Ray is 40 years old.

Confused? So are the authorities.’

-Also, two white Mustangs showed up ... and
two rifles as well as two driver's licenses and
other confusing “evidence.”

The assassin has been reported in Mexico . ..
Cuba . . . South America . . . and at the bottom
of a lake attached to a large concrete block.

The FBI although keeping fairly mum about
its investigation, has looked into. the possibility
that some of the “clues™ may have been planted
to throw the investigation off on the wrong
track. ;

If so, there goes the first theory that the killer
acted alone in this crime.

One theory  popped up - concerning  the
Memphis police department. The departnrent was
charged in some quarters as being “nigger haters”
and some cven went so far as to suggest that
persons within the department either committed
the crime, helped set it up, or aided the actual

Lillae ios hhin consoen...

And speaking of fingerprints, when James Earl
Ray escaped from prison a year ago; an
erroneous set of fingerprints was circulated to
law enforcement agencics. The warden said a new
set of prints was sent out later but law
enforcement officials in Georgia and Alabama
said they never received the second set.

So far, in the search for Ray, all trails lead to
the same place — nowhere. .

James Earl Ray, the man being sought around
the world for- the slaying of Dr. King, has been
described as a drunken drifter, prone to thievery
and violence, a failure at everything.

HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT

Ray was born March 10, 1928, in Alton, Ill., a
manufacturing town of 53,000 persons, along the
Mississippi River, 20 miles north of St. Louis.

Records of Madison County show that James
Earl Razy was one of several Rays who
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YORIS O'DONNELL The fact does not solve Thursday, does not shed To find what kind of man is James Earl Ray, ac- work of Trandom facts, the FBI, the Royal Cana- Bridgman. .John
mvstery  of James the enigma of the man who light on why Ray allegedly ~ cused of the murder of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,  guesses, conjectures and dian Mounted Dolice and Harvey Lowmyer

Zay'is Sie cryptic as a  joblessly lived it up as a killed Rev. Dr. King. The Plain Degler assigned Reporter Doris O’Donnell to projections. Scotland Yard, not to ;ncln- course, Sneyd.
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puzzle whose pieces
{tered over half of the

States, Canada and
of Europe.

matter that Ray —
the name of Ramon

> Snevd — sits today
London jail charged
dlling Rev. Dr. Mar-
King in Mem-

., last April 4.

fugitive from the Missouri
State Prison for nearly a
year before the slaying of

the Nobel Peace Prize win-

Jer.

THAT FACT of the accu-
sation, with fingerprint evi-
dence on the murder rifle
produced by the U.S. gov-
ernment in the Bow Street
magistrates’” court “last

Whether it was a lone as-
sassin or a domestic, politi-
cal or international conspir-
acy. ;
Who is this slum boy who
grew to manhood in prison
cells?

Where did Ray get money

for alligator shoes? For a
whxte 1966 Mustang? For

take his trail. She visited Jefferson City, Mo., where
he escaped prison; St. Louis, where he spent part of his
life, and Toronto, where he lived before fleeing to
Europe.

walled penitentiary at Jef-
ferson City, Mo.?

cross-country trips? For air-
plane tickets? Who kept Ray
on ice, safe from the long
arm of the Missouri state .
officials for 13 months after
he escaped from the old

Xnows all the answers. That
is Ray himself,

There is one man who

THE -REST 1S a patch-

The Plain Dealer tried to
pull the strings of the mys-
tery bag of "James Earl
Ray together.

Newspaper reporters all
over the country, in Can-
ada, England and Pertugal
haVe backiracked on Ray's
activities which already
were closely examined by

tion supporting roles of
cal police the world over.

The Plain Dealer back-
tracked, too, and came up
with more details to put
flesh and blood on the for-
merly flat image of James
Jar] Ray, alias James Mc-
Bride, James Walton, W. C.
Herron, James O'Connor,
Eric Starvo Galt, Paul

sks Soviet A

TO TIDE hN the
about Ray, The PD
find persons who ki
—in prison. in nis o}
borhood in South §
in Toronto.

Fred T. Wilkinso)
tor of the Missouri
ment of Correction
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Washington Burcau Chief pons system — diverting thie United States n

" Plaia Dealer
- \0 K — Richard M. Nixon will go on the of-
¢ in July to nail down his party’s presidential nom-

upon the United States and
the Soviet Union yesterday
to bring under control the

billions upon billions of dol-
lars — while adding nothing
to the sceurity of exthcr

cenirate on présery
reation arecds neal
Too many
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ferson City, knew Ray as
one of about 1,500 men be-
hind the walls, a few shert
blocks from the state capi-
tol and the governor’s man-
sion on the Missouri River.

“He was as near a non-
entity as any person I ever
met,” Wilkinson said. “He
was innocuous.”

Wilkinson is an expert in
his field. 1Ie has spent 30
years in the federal prison
system, including a five-
year term with the Bureau
of Prisous in Washington,

“IIE WAS LIKE anyone
else,”” Wilkinson said. “Iis
pattern of existence in the
penitentiary. Owens  got
ships, no cnemies.” e was
a passive personality. He
gave the appearauce of in-
dolence. Illis attitude was
‘Ilere I am, so what?’”

Ray, incidentally, had
been arrested with an -ac-
complice, James Owens, for
the robbery of a Kroger Co.
store on Ohio Avenue in
Sauth St. Louis. he was sen-
tenced on two counts —
armed robbery and aufo
theft — 1o 20 years in the
penitentiery. Owens got

nly seven years, Dur-
ing the fifth day of his trial
before Circuit Court Judge
Jolin C. Casey in St. Louis,
Ray tried to escape. Iie was
caught by sheriff’s deputies
in an elevator in the Munici-

pal Court Building;

Attempted Jml escapes,
‘said Wilkinson, tock Ray out
of the innocuous class seve

eral times.
“ile {ried to attract atten-

But officials finally discov-.
ered that a 3x5-foot bread
box, in which bread was
trucked twice a week from
the prison to the prison
farms, was Ray’s hid-
ing place to the outside.

Wiikinson said he is con-
vinced Ray had the aid of
another inmate, who also
worked in the kitchen with
Ray. -

RAY, WORKING in the
Kitchen slicing bread, wore
white clothes, not the green
dungarees with  black
stripes worn by regular
prisoners.

No one knows, Wilkinson
said, how Ray left Jefferson
City. No leads have devel-
oped on whether he left by
foot, car or airplane.

A Dbrother, John Larry
Ray, had visited Ray for
412 hours the day before
Ray disappecared. He made
his escape abouf 8:30 a.m.
and a check was not made
until 1 p.m.

John Ray told a St. Louis
Post-Dispatch reporter that:
‘He and I btoth are strong
supporters of George Wal-
lace,”” former Alabama
governor and a states rights
candidate for president.

Wilkinson saw nothing sig-
nificant in the Ray hrothers
talking politics or talking
George C. Wallace.

“TFOUR AND a half hours
is a long time,” Wilkinson
said. “Even the closest of
relatives run out ot things
to talk about.” :

Wilkinson said sometimes
a probing bar is used in th
bread boxes when the fruck
is in the sally port, a tunnel
through which the truck

THE PLAIN DEALER, SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 1968

RAY'S PLACE—The Grepevin

ANty

operated by John Larry Ray.

Pen claim Ray could have
left with a bankroll as high
as $2,000.

One prisoner told me: “I
saw a man with $7,500 on
him the other night.”

But Wilkinson’s records
show the most Ray ever
“had on the books' was two
entries of $5 each which he
sent to a brother in 1963.

“T"ZATS THE biggest
money he ever dealt with,”
Wilkinson said.

Ray ordered items from
Scars, Rocbuck — tennis

L Me e

Ryan, and his grandmother
as Mrs. Mary Mahler, 1913
Ilickory Street, St. Louis,

Bith women are dead, but
they are not forgoiten on
the hot, dusty street in
South St. Louis,

Y0. 1913 Ilickory Street is
a doorless rundown two-
stay brick house with the
Frneh avchitectural influs
ene of 75-100 years old.
Tiis seclion off Missouri
Avnue was once the proud
tre-lined properties of well-
tolo merchants,

'ndast Aanlir A waslad
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he's gained lots of weight.”
(One of the London board-

ing house landlords claimed

a hypodermic ncedle was

left in Ray's room.)

Dut the neighbors on
Hickory Street had to ad-
mit they saw little of James
Earl Ray during the past 12
years.

Ray eilisted in the Army
in 1946 and was out in 19’8
Ie served three months at
hard labor for being drunk
and resisting arrest.

IN 1049, IIE was given a
90-day sentence in Los An-

Louis

Ray a “loser, a punk,” but
his prison colleagues de-
scribe him as a “‘real pro

“HIZ 1TAD money on him
in prison,” an ex-convict
said. “Guys like that are
always targets. But no one
ever stole or tried to steal
from Ray. There was some-
thing about him. Like he'd
kill, if you'd try anything.”

Ray’s brother, John Lar-
ry Ray, operates a bar at
the corner of Arsenal and
Illinois avenues, in South St.
Louis. The liquor license is
in the name of Mrs. Carol
Pepper, Ray’s sister, who
reportedly “is mamed very
well.”

The bar, the Grapevine,
catering to neighborhood
walk-in trade, is a down-at-
the-heel place. A padlock
was on the front door the
day I waited about 10 hours
to sce John Ray. He never
even opened the bar that
day. -~

John L. Ray is described
as a ‘'weirdo” by- persons
who Know him and the
Grapevine saloon.

“TIIERE'S SOMETIING
in his head that doesn’t con-
neet {oo wcll »ia friendof
his said. “Ile blows up fast.
You have {o be careful what
you say to him. ile’d shoot
you as soon as {alk to you.”

John Ray recently was ac-

quitted on q shooting scrnpc.
Neither

Joiin nor erry
I{u} - ]“\C Jﬂ'h(‘S l'u’hl —
is married. Bual all have

reputationg for Il\m" WO

ea. In fact, the FBI all-
ints al {

points alert for Ray .A.c‘.u

ed tihe information that ne

would likely be scen in the

'IKIA, \'R\“""'
receipts might L
rolled Jamies R
brotiier and sist
cided to be
one knows if {}

5|

EC

aci'oss
River, another
the United States 1

July 13, 1957, ti
Alion was heid 1
men  wearing
masks. The {:
$27.060.

SRAYNITAD rot:
with iL” said Ed
the Alton Eveni
graph. who work
Ray angle.

Bank  empiojc
shown Ray’'s piciur
FBI. It was
a(AOuuf" him or
the e.uplo,\‘es s.u..

of the facial
caused by the
nylon.

No one knows
Ray held up the
Was never caugatl
jobs belore

“If Ray and and

got $27,000, Ray g1
\.

said Ray's
friend. “Thal's ti
guy he was. Or

money by holding Y
who couldn't or woi

port it to the pol]
gambling games
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AP AN MU e

When the Ewing, Mo. grade school
gathered for the picture at left in
7928, third-grader James Earl Ray
(in third row at left of girl in’
polka dot dress) peered haff-hid-
den over a classmate’s head,
Among the two dozen former
schoolmates and teachers who

B n
et

ied Jimmy Ray was Carlisle

£ Washburn (front row, far right),
? who once broke Ray's leg playing
5’ foothall. Today Washburn (above)
‘ s Ewing’s postmaster. Ray s
| shown below aiter his 1959 arrest
"

-

in St louis for armed robbery.
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gg & £ CONTINUED
i @ y\\W@y \ @W\/ﬁg in Alton, ., he was the eldest of
: nine children of CGeorge and Lu-
cille Maher Ray, a Catholic family
that was to drift from river town
to town throughout the Uepres-
sion. When he was one vear oid,
the family moved upiiver (o Quin-
cy, HI.; when he was 0. they moved
» : Gk across the river to fwing. Mo.,
g : e \ v_ B ‘ : i g : G ; and when he was 16 and out of
H Yo SR : . : il the eighth  grade. they moved
again to Quincy. The sight of the
large.  shiftless  family  coming
where work was scarce was had-
ly a welcome one for communitics
with already too little to share.
The family even began to think of
itself with the same carelessness
as the towns themselves had: thev
were identified as the Rayns, ihe
Raynes or the Raines, eiliier be-
cause of the way Ray was drawled
out or from confusions with past
families. The children cared hittle
in any case and oflten went lo
school under dififerent names.
Jimmy was the eldest. but he ai-
ready seemed to be wearing hand-
me-downs; in riral paverty, no
age is over old enough; there is al-
ways someone before you. Virgil
Qscar Graves, who was principal
of the fwing school, recalls Ray:
“He was a rebel ke rebelied
against authority and his approach
o most of his teachers was very
bad. He always secmed to have
frouble getuing his assignments in
an time - But he was a seositive
boy | remember he came up to
My desk one day wearing paiched
overalls and  asked  whether |
. thought the other kids wouid pay
ationtion to his ﬂi)pEd(JnCC‘-”
The school record was consid-
erably more brusque. james Lart
Ray was 0aiy in the second grade
by the tvie bhe was heing

2
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CONTINUED

remembers a local resident. "i've
scon the time when they had a
sack of potatoes to eat--that's all,
just a sack of potatoes.”

As they grew up, the Ray chil-
dren were either 1o drift off or
to he routinely placed in foster
homes, seldom again seeing an-
other member of the family. Even
today, Gerald Ray. a hrother, in-
sist  their  father's name  was
George, while liimmy Roay's birth
cedificate shows it was James, An
uncie, William € Maber, of Alon,
says of the Rays: “We tried 1w
stay away from them. They always
seemed to want something.”

Besides jurany, there were Mor-
jorie Ray iwho died as g cinld
after sefting herseif on five with a
box of matches), johin, Melba, Car-
ol lean, Geraid, Fronklin "Buzzy”
Delano {who was killed in 1964
when he and a giff fiiend ran
their car oif a bridee into the
river at Quincy; the funeral pro-
vided one of the idw Ray family
reunionsy, Susan Jane and Max.
The fathey died in 1951, most
probably of chronic alcoholism:
the mother in 1961, OF the other
surviving Rays of Quincy, Melba
Ray was in a succession of {oster
homes and today spends most of
her time in the lohby of the de-
caying Virginia Holel on Oak
Street. Occasionally, she goes to
her $30-a-month room upstairs to
fondic a giant wooden ¢ioss which
she has painted red, white aad
Blue and lotterver “wisped crase”
She once walked 0 doan Naine

Stecet Oy o agade 00" e

PR Yo demuges aavea sl et Aty
(RS Y ved
(i e T

“or that

Pasenis, . IR e
er’s ¢
SUSAR lonz Voo oy
now been anelt g
thie scatlered vav ol
of COMMAEN RO e 7
focked screen e,
their faments of nide o
agamst Jimmy R.ow. Bl
clear which the tamily
hate most: that Re ¢ my
responsibie Jor Shoir 3 i
CIr AeLIabons
learn the ol oo their
in Ewing and
haps, alier yoars of ol

an

esirangeinent, this
the Rays togethior aain, |

Then thee is Gerald |
who says sanply, “liog
brother.” Over the yea
been in iroobie as oft
my. But jerry, who lives
ing, N, todav has ard
tomed to their separat
the family is probably ¢f
brother. "After we we
he Says, “alhout the o
could see hun was wi
visiting me in jail or wi
visit him. One or the
was in jail most of the |
wrote me a fot.”

Jerry s, with his bec

jid

low proiessional
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- Cie Angefes who got o those iresh 205 and never cotinted ton.”” By contrast Kathy Norion his  evenings  drinking  5G-cent - % :"
Yo Bavoas Eric Galt last chis change.” Tomas Royos Lau {up- {right), one of his dancing instruc- screwdrivers, calls himm “a meck _ : :
Uosnerbim as a loner per lefty, to whom Ray paid $245 tors, remembers him as “clumsy” kind of man"-~except for the night : e ; . ‘
vcash Sopawriter for a lour-week bartending course, and socially inept. Bo Del Monte | he got into an argument wilh a . ‘ Wiy g j
AL found him an apt pupil: “Self-con- (above), bartender al the Rabbit’s woman aboul the race probh | : !
. i fident with good hand coordina- Foot Club where Ray often spent and loudly denounced &l Nowroes, ! ‘
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CONTINUED
broke loose and ran to an eleva-
tor,” where he was caught.

Tor the rext seven years in peis-
on, Ray distinguished himseii only
by a serics of solitary escape at-
tempts which earned him the nick-
name “The Maole.” for this quiet,
angry figure the ventures were per-
haps a souice of amusement, per-

&
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From a grocery store

baps a way 10 do precisely what
the skinny schoolboy in [wing,
Mao. had always wanted (o have
bappen--to 1ehel, be recaptured
and revoll agan. “Hey, kids, it's
THE MOLEY Once he tried 0
scale a wall and was kaocked un-
conscious when his makeshift lad-
der collapsed; another time, in

224

&%

In ihe act of bolding up a St
Louis grocery in 1959, Ray and ac-
complice Joseph Austin were pho-

¥

|

band

™

1966, he hid for two days in a ven-
tilator shaft, then crawled o a
rooitop only 1o have a guard spot
his hands coming up over the top.
He was irying o escape wilh
$4.15, razor blades, a broken miv-
vor and a bag of assorted pills,
Then, exactly a year ago, he linal-
iy chid it

gn the cariouddy Jit world that in-
cludes a sleek, hicached stiip of
Notihv Hollywood, Eric Starvo Galt
mighi hove secemed 34 or even 28
years old, depending on the shacde,
the tune ol day or how close he
wais sittingr 1o the bar lamp al the
Rabbit's ioat Chab, Galt who was
A0, dooked ke o oan learning 10

E§§'§3‘ : x@~§m*§ -~
Qi E@M&&@mm <

tographed by a lixed-focus cani-
ra  normaliy  used to  ideotify
check cashers. Austin unknowingly

stoed in dront ol the camera teft)
boefore be and Rav ified the cash
register of $1,200. Then ho ol
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swing; last November, he went on
a marijuana-buying junket o Mex-
ico. “Sharon.” one of his bali-
room dance instructors, had sug-
gested o the girls ot the National
Dance Siudios in Long Beach that
hier pupil had developed a crush;
e trembied, she sad, when be
stood too close. Bot Galt fled in

(;

iowed Koy out fconter) as both
stufied their pockets. Al right. a
policeman holds their bats, lost in

“\-

his white Mustang after only an
howr on Go-Go Night, and {or
4245, maid in advance, enrolied in
bartending school instead.

James Eal Roy had never had
his picture among the “big deal-
ers’ in the warden’s albuni in the
Missouri State Penitentiary. in Pris-
on, like any kid from Allon or

Z=N

\ \v\q \

e Mose w@m\sﬁ@

the escape. Arrested two months
later for another robbery, Ray was
convicted and sentenced to 20

Quincy or Ewing or Sheibina, Mo.,
he had never mixed with the big
boys from Kansas Cily and St
Lotiis. “He's innocuous,” said the
warden. “He's ponoy ante.”’

That is, James Eardl Ray. shight
and round-shouldered. who
flinched, smiled a crooked, pri-
vate grin and sometimes even

-8 N s
d man in {

vears in the Missouri peniientiary.
He was serving this term when hie
escaped last year and vanished.
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seccemed {0 walk on a slanl, was
once penny anle. Bal, says the
FBi, on Apal 4 in Memphis, ai
the moment Martin Luther King
died, all the hills for the Mus-
tang, the shoes, the dancing les-
sans and o $i50 30.06 Remington
and maybe the hitter childhood
---came doe.
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Guns And Law

“Morrie Ryskind, Pulitzer Prize winning
playwright, will substitute for William F.
Buckley Jr. during the latter’s vacation,

BY MORRIE RYSKIND
REASON WOULD suggest that the
bullet which felled Senator Kennedy
emerged from a gun which might have
been unobtainable if a proper gun
control law had been in effect. John
Kennedy's slayer ordered his gun
throuﬂh tho mml

7

aver the nler: the saipers oshot at
TIDERAN R AT

ohcemon and firemen in the recent

riots presumably got their weapons just

as easily.

QD %
Noting which, 1 recently suggested it
was high time for a federal law, one with
harsh teeth in it, to prevent the
indiscriminate sale of firearms.

Conceding my lack of expertise on this
controversial subject, I saw no reason
why a purchaser with a legitimate use
for a gun should object to strict
regulation, down to getting a police okay
and being fingerprinted.

“Surely the rights guaranteed by the
Second Amendment were not intended to
provide criminals with an arsenal,” 1
wrote, and added I realized no law could
ever stop a determined killer from
obtaining a gun, but that such a statute
might cut our appalling crime rate,

The first response to that piece came
from a reader in Amarillo who agreed
courteously but vigorously about my
lack of expertise on the matter, and
predicted I'd get enough protests against
my stand to last me a lifetime.

Almost Unanimous

HOW RIGHT he was! To date, of 168
letters on that column, only two back
me; the rest vary all the way from
calling me misguided to hinting I'm
guilty of subversion.

Some point out that our own Commu-
nists have long advocated just such a
law; others that Hitler enacted a similar
measure. The intent in both instances
being to disarm the decent citizens and
leave them defenseless against the
weaponry of uniformed gunmen serving
the police state.

I realize how touchy the subject is
when such an implication can be read
into my piece. I never even remotely
suggested that the honest citizen be
deprived of arms with which to defend
himself against danger. I asked only,
especially in view of recent happenings,
that there be a strict supervision over
the sale of firearms, lest they fall into
bad hands -~ as obviously was the case
in the slaying of Robert Kennedy.

As a matter of fact, T have strong
personal motives for wishing those with
bona-fide reasons to possess arms the
right to do so. For my son, who lives in
Washington, has for over a year had a
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Septemher 4, 1968
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ATTENTION: Mr. Pollak

JAMES EARL RAY, AKA; IR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
‘CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

o gﬂ,ﬁﬂ/é/

JOE C. HESTER 8/22/68
MEMPHIS

XXX (B) REL/hdc
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September 4, 1968
CRIMINAL DIVISION ATTENTION: Mr. Vinson

JAMES EARL RAY; IR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

vz 21724

JOE C. HESTER 8/22/68
MEMPHIS

XXX () REL/hdc
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SYNOPSIS: Following subjcet's arrest_on 6/8/68 wy officers of New
Scotland Yard, London, England, extradition proceedings
were “egun vy the Unitted States Department of State, and
on 7/18/68 sunject was relcased to FBINAgents for return
to the United States via military aircraft, Subject
landed, United States Naval Air Station, Millington,
Tennessee, on 7/19/68, and was released to custody of
Sheriff, Shelwy County, T.nnessee, Su-jectinow lodged
Shelwy f:ount.y Jail, Memphis, Tennessee, awaiting trial
for murder. TInvestigation in Mexico set forth,
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTII(
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRAC!‘

XXXXX

2 memorandum
Memphis

our

September 4, 1968

XXX (B) REL:jus
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8/29/68
AIRTEL
10; DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
‘FROM: ~ SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)
MURKIN

Re Memphis airtel to Bureau 8/19/68 and Bureau
airtel to Memphis 8/27/68. :

Bnclosed for the Bureau are 4 copies of a2 LHM
pertaining to information furnished by ME 313-R on 8/19/68
to SA ROBERT FITZPATRICK,

Information contained in the enclosed LHM has
been orally furnished to Mr, PHIL CANALR, State Attorpey
General, Shelby County, Tennessee,

Close contact is being maintaineéd with ME 313-R,

(3L Bureau (Encs.4)
3 - Memphis
(2 - 44-1987, NURKIN)
(1 -~ 170-154 Sub, ME 313-R)
JCH:gmh
(6)
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File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Memphis, Tennessee

August 29, 1968

Re: JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, - VICTIN
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

During August, 1968, a conf ident ial source advised
that during that same month Robert M. Shélton, described by
the source as being the Imperial Wigard of the United Klans
of America, Imc,, Enights of the Ku Klux Klan (UEA), of
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, had stated that he had been approached
by Arthur Hanes, the attorpmey for James Earl Ray, who
told Shelton that Ray had no money, Shelton wondered if
Klan members in Tennessee would be agreeable to donating
money for Ray's defense, and Shelton stated that he
intended to look over a jury list that was to be furnished
him by Nr., Hanes,

(A characterization of the United Klans of America,
Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (UKA), is set forth in
the Appendix section,)
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1 APPENDIX

UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INC,,
KN IGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAR«(UKA)

Records of'Superiqr Court of Fulton County,
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted
a corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta,
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Kn1ghts of the Ku Klux
Klan of America, Inc,

’ A source advised on February 27, 1961, that
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U, S,
Klans, Xnights of the Ku Klux Kl2n, Inc, According to
the source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute
and United Klans has the'same 2ims and objéctives as the
parent group, These are the promotion of Americanisn,
white supremacy, and segregat:.on of the races,

The first sourcé”%nd a second source advised in
July, 1961, tkat United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
of America Jine,, merged with Alabama Knights, Knights of the
Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established headquarters
in Suite 401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, (The
organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, Imperial Wizard,
and is the dominant Klan group in the South, with units in
several southern states,)

Second source advised that at a meeting in
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, the U, S, Klans,
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans
of America, Inc,, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan,

Third source advised on May 7, 1968, that the
UKA is currently an active organization with klaverns in
scveral states, This source said that ROBERT M, SHELTON
is the Imperial Wizard of this organization and was elected
to this position on September 3, 1967, at a National
Klonvocation in Tuscaloosa, Alabama Source stated that
during April, 1966, the national office was moved from
Suite 401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, to the
carport of SHELTON's residence, #18 Lake Sherwood Star
Route, Northport, Alabama, which space he had converted
into a roonm,

APPENDIX
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JAMES BARL RAY‘

i MARTIN LUTHER xmc, JB, « v‘;zcrm

This ducuuant contains neither recommendatiens nor

' conelusions of the FBY, It is the property of the FBI and

ig loaned to your Agency; it and its contents are nat to be

" distributed outsida your agency.
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= FD-323 (Rev. 11-29-61) ' . .
2 :

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Hemphis, Tennossee

In Reply, Please Refer to August 29. 1968
File No. ’

Title JAMES BARL RAY;
BARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, ~ VICTIM

Character CIVIi, RIGHTS - CONEPIRACY

Reference lemorandum prepared at Nemghis,
Tennesgeo, dated and capt ioned as
above, ‘

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable

information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside
Your agency. . )
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; o0 September 3, 1968
ATTENTION MR. OWEN:

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

i

Los Angeles Times ' los Augeles, Calf. .8/16/68
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below)

Mr, "Tolson
Mr. DeLoatRmmm
My MohY ovomens”
My, BHE0D o
Ir. Caspsrueme
My, Callakan -,
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felb ..

< Judge Battle has ordercd. ail

=l " Patlles to the case not to FEEAR Yo
ay i the public extrajudicial information
about the case. There have been

1 reports here that these guidelines

l : M| | may be amended to prohibit further
! rner 0 transfer of information among Ray,
¥ Hanes and Huie.

But Huie said he was prepared to

N | defend in court, if necessary, Ray’s

e l S !' 0 r ixight to talk to whom he pleases and

to tell bis story. '

A Ind 'IAndozHanes commentbcd ‘heatedly,

ndi 'm not going to abide by anybody's

labama Author . cates order if my client is treated);.mfair-
Accused Slayer of King 1y
Paid Lawyer From Funds  ,, Julse Battle declined to discuss
) ‘However, Hule indicated that hi

BY NICHOLAS C. CHRISS ‘initial writings about Ray will noi
“Yires $tatf Writer . deal with the period between March

MEMPHIS—An Alabama zuthor 23 of this year and after Aprl 4,
has signed contracts with James MeTphis TE Hulo's oo ' :
Farl Ray, accused of slaying Dr, - Hule's contracts With Ry
Martin Luther XKing, giving him
publication and motion picture
rights to Ray's experiences,

The author, William Bradford
Huie, told The Times Thursday that
he had paid Ray money for informa-
tion Ray had given him under the . ‘
contracts, and indicated that Ray
had used the funds fo pay the
ﬁ_{abama lawyer who Is defending

im.

However, Huie and the lawyer,

Arthur J. Hanes of Birmingham,
disagreed over what role, if any,
Hanes played in negotiations toward
the contracts. |

Huie, 'in 2 telephone interview
from his home in Hartselle, Ala,
said thit Ray had given the writer
a 10,000-word personal account of
his recent experiences and .that this
information will be the basis for sev-
eral articles Huie plans to write
soon. .

Guidelines Pose Question

The question arose as to wWhether - .
the transfer of this information vt E
conformed with strict guidelines
ordered by the judge who will hear
Ray's case. Huie was in Memphis .
Wednesday and talked with the ‘ -
judge, W, Preston Battle, about that
POt T—

w
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Mr. Gote

Mr. Rosef V...
, .

o/ Mr, Sulaven e,
/ . ~

Mr, Tave! oo
Mr. Trotier. e
Tele, FOODS wpmamn-

Miss Gandy o
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{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, ¢ity and state.)

I-1 Yos Angeles Times
T 1os Angeles, Calif,

Date: 8/16/68
Edition: HOME

awmor: Nicholas C.Cnriss
gdaitor: Nick B, Williams

Title:
MURKIN

Character:

or
Qlasslﬁcauon:LA 4&-157“
Submittng Office: LOS Angeles

{{] Being Investigated
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ive him rightsto Reys..Hanes, however..in_3
gxpirﬁenc’ gosi:;sce hg"é& telephone interview from
caped from the Missouri Birmingham, said he
State Penitentiary in'played no role in the
April, 1967. " <+ negotiations and had noth-

It was Hanes' part in the|ing to do with the 10,000
‘Hule-Ray negotiations and) Word account Ray had
his legal fees that ratsed | Written for Hule. L
the most puzzling ques-' That account, Huie said,
tions, Huie said he had not i$ 3 "day-by-day" record of
met Ray personally, al- Ray's story, *his escape,
though he had asked the people he contacted,
Judge Battle for permis- Where he went, whom he

sion to see Ray in his
Memphis jail cell.

Huie confirmed that
Hanes had been 3 party to
the negotiations, and that
Hanes contacted him
when the author was visit-
ing Tondon shortly after
Ray's arrest there June 8.

Ray's Suggestion

Huie said Hanes had told
him that it was Ray who
suggested that Huie be
contacted. Ray apparently
had read some of Huie's
books, some of which dealt
with racial problems in
ReSomit. =

the Somit.

2025 RELEASE

saw,-his way of life.®

Huie did not specify in
just what manner he will
use the material, but pre-
sumably he will assemble
it into 2 book to be written
after Ray's trial, which is
scheduled to begin Nov. 12
in Memphis.

Lonely Life

Hule said Ray's account
characterizes the accused
assassin as 2 man 'who led
a lonely life of crime, 2
literate writer and a read-
er of books "who was used
by forces he didn't under-

T~—wgiand.

He said Ray does not {it
into the image of 2 racist
‘who would kill 3 Negro in
an attempt to slow down
the tide of racial change.

He said he does not
believe Ray is a racist and
that "there-is a great deal
of difference between
him" and whit2 racists
who had killed Negroes in
-¢ixilyights slayirgs in the
South. | S—tey
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August 28, 1968
Criminal Division

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

23Xald

NOTE: Enclosed are twenty additional reports in this matter,
Copies of these reports have also been furnighed to the
Attorney General and the Civil Rights Division in accordance
with the request of nr. Pollak,
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, August 28, 1968
c;vil Rights Division ,

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

EIM:mld

NOTE: Enclosed are twenty additional reports in this matter.
Coples of these reports have also been Lurnished to the

Attorney General and the Criminal Division in accordance with
the request of Mr, Pollak,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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August 14, 1968
Civil Rights Division

ATTENTION: Mr. Pollak

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

J1177/717/77771777
/777177 a memorandum /8/12/68 117174/

Birminghanp

XXX B REL/cs

NOTE: In a conversation between Mr. Stephen J. Pollak and
Bpacial Agent Richard E, Long on August 9, 1968, MNr. Pollak was
informed that in view of the fact it has not as yet been
determined if Federal process will be dismissed, we are alerting

NO“ CONTIm - om- s 9 e
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NOTE CONTINUED:

the Birmingham authorities of the threats made to Donald Wood
and in view of the fact of the Tennessee authorities
prosecuting Ray on State charges, we are also notifying
‘Mr, Phil M. Canale, Jr., State Attorney General, Shelby
County, Tennessee, of these telephone calls, Mr. Pollaek.
advised he did not desire any further action, however,

he would desire that our Birmingham Office apprise the
United States Attorney in Birmingham of the calls and the
fact that the ¥BI 1s conducting no investigation,

Nr. Pollak also stated that if Mr. Wood further informs
the FBI of any threatening calls received by Donald Wood,
they should be channelized in this same manner,

—2—
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8/12/68

AIRTEL o AIRMAIL

H

T0:  DIRECTOR, FBI

FROM: SAC, BIRMINGHAM (44-1740) (P)

i

MURKIN
CR
00: BH

Enclosed are five copies of letterhead memorandum
suitable for dissemination, setting forth information
xeceived from Mr. BOB WOOD, owner of Aeromarine Supply
Company, Birmingham, Alabama,

. Information contained in this letterhead
memorandum bhas been furnished to Chief of Police,
. Birmingham, and Sheriff, Jefferson County, Alabama,

(3)~ Bureau (Enc. 5)
2 - Birmingham
NPS:epg
(5) -
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B UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

» Reply, Please Refer to Birninghanm, Alabana
T ey, Flease Referto. . August 12, 1968

BB: JAMES BARL RAY;
REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Civil Rights

.0 On Aumt 9. 1968. komb M’ Ownex of
Aeromaxine Supply Company, advised the Birmingham Office
of the ¥BX that he and his son have been receiving ,
threatening telephone calls oy the past fow weeks,
especinlly since an article appeared in the "Birmingham
Nowa" under Tom Lankford's bylinc wherein he indicated
that Don Wood was to bo the government's principal witness
-4n the trial of James Earl Ray. -

' Wood stated that since the publication of this
article, bis son bas received several telephone calls of
an snopymous nature wherein the caller states, 'You will
not live to teatify in this trial" and "You will not 1ive
to go to court,.” -

* Wood stated also that earlier thig date one of -
his employees received an anonymous telephone call from
an individual whom, she believed to be & Negro, who
advised that he was & member of the "Black Pamphlets”
(presumably Panthers) which was ''black power", The caller
stated, "You'd botter stock up with mawad-off shotguns
because we are going to burn you out,.," '

~ Wood indicated that lie did not fear for the
personal safoty of either his mson or himself, but he did
want t0 make ¢t threatening calls a2 matter of recorxrd,
He advisdd that he had already reported these calls to
‘the local suthorities. , _
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RE: JAMES RARL RAY; )
RRVEREND MARTIN LUTHER K1NG, JR.
Civil Rights . '

1

Thix document contains neither recosmwendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loanad to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outside
yOUr agency.

2%

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'
. * .
-
.

, , AUGUST 1, 1968
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION ATTENTION MR. POLLAK
Copy sent to Mr. Vinson

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

our . 7/10/68

‘ XXXXXXOXXXXXXXX
XXXXX a memorandum 7/25/6
NEW ORLEANS 7/25/68

XXX (F) EJW/hdc
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) o AUGUST 1, 1968
. CRIMINAL DIVISION ATTENTION MR. VINSON
< e Copy sent to Mr, Pollak

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

our o | 7/10/68

XXXXX a memorandum ' 7/25/68
'NEW ORLEANS s

XXX (F) REL/hdc
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56)

A
. - . ’ ) .

FBI1

-

r——-——— S G G D S D = S -

' Date: 7/25/68

Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

Via _AIRTEL - AIRMAIL
. i (Priorisy or Method of Mailing)
TO: DIRECTOR, 'FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, "NEW ORLEARS (157-10673) (P)

-, Y - -~ -

SUBJECT: MURKIN
.. (00:. Memphls)

-~

- h

Re uemphis airtel to Bureau, 7/13/68 and
Atlanta teletype, 7/3/68

Enclosed to the Bureau are four copies of a LHM,
and to Memphis two copies of the 1LHM, an interview with
Mrs. NELL BURNETT, Monroe, la. - :

Mrs. "NELL BURNETT, formerly Mrs. CHARLES C,
WILLEY and wife of.the late CHARLES C. WILLEY of
Altheimer, Ark., was interviewed_at her temporary
residence, Apartment 3; Lagyton Castle, 1133 South

. Grand St., Monroe, lLa,, on 7/22/68, and she stated

. that sheé did not know RAYMOND CURTIS, now an inmate of
Whitfield County Jail,.Dalton, Ga., and that to the’
best of “her knowledge, Jier late husband did not know
such; a person, She stated that she was nearly always
with her late husband when he was on their boat, and-.
she felt sure that-he did not know such a erson as
RAYMOND CURTIS. Mrs. BURNETT stated that her late
husband, CHARLES C. WILLEY, died three years ago,
and in January, 1966,she sold the boat to Cartwright
Nurseries, Collierville, Tenn. Mrs. BURNETT had never
heard of -JAMES EARL RAY prior to the recent publicity

connecting him with the assnssination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, JR. -
@-Bureau (Bhc.: 4 ) v e, o

Atlanta, (44-2386)(Info )

1-Jackson (157-9586)(Info, )
2-Little Rock (157-1215)
2-Memphis (44- 1gs¢)(xnc. 2)
2-New Orleans

Ec-kbz*»\ b

(11)

~

<
S
&
3

/

=3

) * .
1}

Approved: Sent M  Per

Special Agent in Charge
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF}JUS.’f‘ICE

Tt

+ . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

g zfﬁf' Please Refer 10 New Orleans, louisiana
‘ July 25, 1968

JAMES EARL BAY;
DOCTOR MARTIN ILUTHER KING, JR. =~ VICTIH

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) . ‘
- A b

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date ’m‘

nusband owvned it, and she was sure that so srrangemenis were
-nu-um&n that peoried to tr ort any
erimioal along the River. ='. stated

On_7/89/68 ' Nearee, louisiams — Fl°/ MO AS7-10673

g AR CONchy e Dotedictored_gJogseg

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency:
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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JAMES RARL RAY;
DOCTOR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. = VICTIM

4

This document contains neither xecommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agemcy; it and 1ts contents are not to
be distributed outside your agency,

R A
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7/26/68
Civil Rights Division
Criminal Division ATTENTION: Mr, Pollak
Mr. Vinson

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

XXX F REL/cs

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO,..
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" Attached are one copy each of the following:

1, ietter from subject as R, G. Sneyd,
addressed to Nr., Remsey Clark, Attorney
General of the United States; 2

2, letter from subject as Ramon G. Sneyd
dated 7/4/68, addressed to & Mr. J. B.
Stoner, Attorney-at-Law, Savennah, Georgis;

3, Letter addressed to Mr, Arthur J. Hanes,
Birmingham, Alabame, from subject as R, G.
Sneyd, Lettor dated 6/20/68;

. 4, Letter from subject to Mr, Edward Heath,

nember of Parliament, letter undated and

) tro- subject as Ramon George Sneyd; ]

8. Lcttor Irom aubject as Lord R. G. Sneyd
addressed to John Ray, laplevood, Missouri.
Letter undated; ‘

6. Letter dated 6/15/68, from John Ray of
Uaplewood, Missouri to the subject; -

7. A report dated 7/8/68, from a prison
official which concerns the nctivities of
the subject;

' 8. A prison official's report dated 6/17/68.

A copy of these documents furnished are being

done 80 with specific request that they be considered confi-
dentiasl and the possesaion of them not be made known to any
outside source, These documonts er the contents thereof
should not be discussed outside your agency.

A copy of éach of the enclosed is also being

furnished to Mr, (Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division)

Stephen J, Pollak, Civil Rights Division,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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