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On May 24, 1974, District Attorney General Hugh
Stanton, Jr., Memphis, Tennessee, confidentially advised
that he had been approached by Mr. Robert Livingston who
is one of the attorneys for James Earl Ray Mr. Livingston
insisted that Mr. Stanton not inform the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) of the story that Livingston was totell Stanton, claiming that his life was in great danger.
The story related by Livingston to Stanton is as follows:

During late March, 1974, Livingston was telephonically
contacted at Memphis by a man who identified himself asCliff Andrews, Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada. Andrews told
Livingston that he and two others were responsible for the
murder of King and that all would testify, provided they
were granted total immunity from prosecution. Andrews
indicated either on this occasion or 'later that he and
his two friends had been hired by three Memphis businessmen
and by a fourth man from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, to
murder King. They were to receive $250,000 for the murder,
but due to circumstances not explained by Livingston, they
were never paid.

Shortly after receiving this phone call, Andrews
came to Memphis and was met by Livingston at the airport.
According to Livingston, Andrews searched Livingston's car
and later his office and made a big production of being
certain that his conversation was not being taped.
According to Livingston, Andrews kept one hand in his coat
at all times as though he were wearing a shoulder holster.
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Livingston described Andrews as being a large,
middle aged white male who spoke with a strong French
accent. Andrews had brown hair with streaks of gray and
was described by Livingston as being very distinguished
looking.

Andrews left Memphis following his discussion
with Livingston and returned several days later at which
time Livingston and Andrews traveled to Nashville where
James Earl Ray is incarcerated in the Tennessee State
Prison. Andrews waited in the car while Livingston
went in and told Ray that he had someone who wished to
see him. Ray claimed not to know Andrews and refused to
see him. Livingston is convinced that Ray recognized his
description of Andrews and that Ray was afraid to talk with
him. Andrews and Livingston separated and arrangements
were made for them to meet again in Chicago on April 16,
1974. Ray's other attorney, Bernard Fensterwald, was to
be present at this meeting. Livingston received no further
confirmation but was later contacted by Andrews, and
Livingston and Fensterwald met with Andrews at Detroit
on April 20, 1974. A woman named Margaret was accompanying
Andrews and he introduced her as his wife. Andrews told
Fensterwald and Livingston that his two confederates were
also present in the Holiday Inn motel and that they were
watching him. He again made his offer to furnish full
details of the conspiracy including the identity of the
actual killer, provided they could be granted immunity.
Livingston and Fensterwald left Detroit with a promise that
they would attempt to secure such immunity from the District
Attorney General at Memphis, Tennessee. It was for this
reason that Livingston has had several meetings with the
District Attorney General Hugh Stanton, Jr.

Mr. Stanton stated he is convinced that Livingston
is sincere and that Livingston actually believes that there
was some sort of conspiracy to murder King, and that Ray
was not King's killer. Mr. Stanton said that he believes
Livingston is being "conned" by Andrews but he does give
Livingston credit for believing that Andrews is what he
says he is.
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Mr. Stanton stated he does not want Livingston
to know that he has discussed this matter with the FBI and
he does not want the FBI to take any action to identify
Andrews. He said he feels the only way to resolve this is
to have Andrews come to his office with his two confederates.
He does not believe that this will ever happen but he does
not want to do anything that Livingston could later use
to say that he had discouraged or scared off Andrews and
his two friends.

Mr. Stanton has told Livingston that he will meet
with Andrews but it will be under Mr. Stanton's terms and
that the state of Tennessee will not advance any travel
funds to bring Andrews and his friends to Memphis. He
said that Livingston is disturbed that the state will
not provide funds for their travel, and Mr. Stanton
believes Andrews may be attempting to swindle Livingston.

In view of Mr. Stanton's request, no investigation
is being conducted by the Memphis Office. Mr. Stanton has
agreed to keep the FBI informed of any contact which
he might have with the alleged conspirators.
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FD-350 (Rev. 7-16-63)

(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

Revelations in First Interview With a Memphis Reporter

Ray Says He Wasn't
(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)-Scene When King -

PAGE 1
MEMPHIS PRESSWas Slain SCIMITAR

MEMPHIS, TENN.

By WAYNE CHASTAIN JR.
Press-Scimitor Staff WriterA Memphis attorney today said he had been contactedby an intermediary for two professional gunmen seekingimmunity from prosecution in connection with the April 4,1968, assassination of Dr. Martin Luther-King Jr. in Memphis.

The attorney, Robert I. Livingston,represents James Earl Ray, 46, who is nowserving a 99-year sentence after pleadingguilty in February 1969 to Dr. King's mur- Date: 5/24/74der.

Edition: FinalIn an interview with Ray and Living-
Author: CHARLES H.

ston at the Tennessee State Prison in Nash-
Editor:

ville yesterday, Ray told this reporter he
SCHNEIDER

did not shoot and kill Dr. King. His attorney Title:Chastain said:
"Within the past 90 days, I have hadseveral contacts with a man who says he is an

intermediary
for the two men -

including the trigger man - who are Character:seeking immunity from prosecution."
orLivingston said he provided Hugh Stanton Jr., Shelby Classification:

County attorney general, with information provided by theintermediary and has offered to take a polygraph or lie Submitting Office: MEMPHIS
detector test.

Being Investigated
Stanton confirmed that Livingston had made contact
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with his office ar informed him about the
"intermediary'srequest," but ad

"We will be glad to sit down and talk to either theintermediary, or the two men, but from the information we
now have there is no way we can contact them - they mustcontact us."

Livingston said the
intermediary informed him that thegunmen are seeking immunity so they can testify against

four wealthy, socially prominent Americans-black and
white -who paid to have Dr. King killed."The gunmen- both white - did it strictly for money,"Livingston said. "They had no feelings one way or the other
for Dr. King. The motives of the men who paid to have Dr.King killed sprang out of hate, although they could probably
rationalize what they did as consistent with national securi-
ty."

By "national security," Livingston said, he meant that
the men paying for Dr. King's death believed King was
working for a foreign power and that his "Poor People's
March" throughout the South to

Washington, D.C., in June,
1968, was a plot to "touch off a racist revolution in the na-
tion."

5)
One report was that the trigger man was

supposed to
get at least $250,000, but was paid $100,000," Livingston said.
"Because he did not get all the money he feit he was entitled
to may be his motive for wanting to testify against the men
putting up the money."

JAMES EARL RAY
ROBERT

LIVINGSTON
In a news

conference at the prison, a Nashville televi-

sion
newsman, Stanley Siegel, asked

Livingston if the trig-

ger man was famous.
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"He is probably the most famous obscure man I have.

ever heard of," Livingston said. "He IS not famous, how-

ever, despite many daring escapades. He is known to the-

FBI, although to my knowledge, they have not connected

him with this case."

Livingston said the trigger man is known as "an interna-

tional gun runner" and is believed to be still living in the

continental limits of the U.S.

"Ray did not know this man," Livingston said. "Ray
was nothing but a fall guy a patsy in the murder of Dr.

King. They set him up and sucked him in. This is what has

made the defense's job so tough. Ray had not been able to

tell us what happened, because he does not know himself. He

was not there when it happened. He did not know there was

a conspiracy to kill Dr. King but thought he was participat-

ing in a gun-running venture."
Livingston said Ray left the upstairs rooming house at

4221/2 South Main at about 5:20 p.m. on the day King was

killed. King was shot as he stood on the balcony of the

Lorraine about 6:01 p.m. from a shot fired either from the

bathroom of the rooming house or bushes outside the room-

ing house, he added.
"One of the men seeking immunity paid Ray $200 and

told him to go downtown to a movie," Livingston said.

"There was supposed to be an important visit from an ex-

Turn to Page 6 RAY'S LAWYER
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Ray's Lawyer Tells Of 'Intermediary

pert gun runner about 6 in the room Ray rented for the
men."

The trigger man, Livingston said, did not show up until
a few minutes before 6.

This reporter. who has investigated the King slaying for (Indicate page, name of
some six years, showed Ray some photographs of a man newspaper, city and state.)

suspected of being the gun runner and trigger man Ray
said:

"Yes, I believe I saw this man in Jem's Cafe (422 S.
Main below the rooming house) and Jim's Place (a beer
lounge two blocks away) the afternoon before the slaying. I PAGE 6
got the feeling he was following me, so I left both places
while he was still inside." MEMPHIS PRESS

Low Tire on Mustang
SCIMITAR

In his first interview with a Memphis newsman since
he pleaded guilty, Ray said that when he left the rooming
house about 5:20, he noticed a low tire on the Mustang he MEMPHIS, TENN.
had parked in front of Jim's Cafe.

"The man who gave me the money to go to the picture
show said I was to leave the Mustang as they would be usingit. When I noticed the low tire, I thought I would drive it
over to a nearby service station."

At a station at Second and Linden, Ray said he waited
for a long time before he got an attendant to fill up the tire.

"When I drove back to the rooming house, the whole
block was sealed off and police were all over the place,"
Ray said. 'There was a policeman standing in the middle of
the street, and he yelled 'Get out of here!' as I was trying to
drive and park somewhere in front of the rooming house."

Ray said he asked the policeman if he could make a U-
turn and proceed north on South Main Street. He quoted the
policeman as saying:"I don't care wha you do, just get out of here." Date: 5-24-74

Ray said he made the U-turn and proceeded to drive Edition: Final
south out of Memphis toward Mississippi. Author: CHARLES H.

Turned on the Radio Editor: SCHNEIDER
"It wasn't until I almost got to Grenada, Miss., that Title:

turned on the radio and heard what had happened," Ray
said. "The radio broadcast mentioned 422 South Main Street
and it wasn't until then I learned that I had been associated
with men who conspired to kill Dr. King." Character:

Ray said he did not travel via Interstate 53 to Grenada, or
but took back roads because he feared he was the object of a Classification:
search- even before learning of Dr. King's death.

"After all, as an escapee from the Missouri State Prison,
Submitting Office: MEMPHIS

I still owed the State of Missouri 18 years," Ray said. "When Being InvestigatedI saw all those policemen at 422 1/2 South Main Street, I
knew something important had happened. The man I noticed
who had been following me earlier in the afternoon may
have described me to the police. For this reason, I proceed-
ed as cautiously as I could to Atlanta, first through Missis-
sippi, and then through Birmingham, by as many back roads
as I could."

Ray said he met a man named "Raoul" when he was a
fugitive in Canada in 1967. He was on the docks looking for
seaman papers when he met Raoul, Ray said.

Raoul, Ray said, "set him up" by convincing him he
could get rich in a "gun running scheme."

• • 
• • .. 
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Bought Rifle in Birrsingham-
Ray said he purchased the rifle front of the room-

Ing house in Memphis from a Birmingham, Ala., sporting
goods store in March 1963 on orders of Raoul.

"After buying the rifle, I was then instructed to proceed
to Memphis, but take my time, as I was supposed to deliver
the rifle either on April 3 or April 4," Ray said.

"Contrary to the story put out by the FBI that I went to
Atlanta after buying the rifle, I proceeded toward Memphis,
driving less than four hours a day and spending the nights in
motels," Ray said.

On the night of April 2, Ray said he spent the night at
the DeSoto Motel in DeSoto County, and the Rebel Motel in
Memphis on the night of April 3, Ray said.

Ray said he pleaded guilty to the charge because of
"misrepresentations" by his former attorney, Percy Fore-
man, and because of his "mental state" resulting from soli-
tary confinement in the Shelby County jail.

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati revers-
ed a federal court ruling in Memphis and held that Ray was
entitled to an "evidentiary hearing" as to whether Foreman,
a Houston attorney, improperly negotiated a guilty plea with concerning the intermediary seeking immunity for the two

the late Judge W. Preston Battle. guamen
During the interview with Ray, Ray said he had quit

Effort to Get New Trial reading the books about the King assassination and those

Ray is seeking the evidentiary hearing so he can obtain contending that he had fired the shot out of "racist mo-
tives."a new trial in the criminal courts of Tennessee, contending

Foreman obtained the guilty plea by coercion and misrepre- Ray said: "I have never hated blacks. If you will check
sentation. the psychiatric tests given to me at the Missouri State

The State of Tennessee is appealing the Court of Appeals
Prison, you won't find any reference to any prejudice or bias

ruling, and the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on the against blacks. If I were prejudicial, you would think it
matter any day.

would show up in prison psychiatric interviews."

By coercion, Ray said he meant that Foreman had told Ray said he spends most of his reading time studying
him that he was going to be electrocuted if he pleaded inno- law books - when he can get them from the prison library.
cent, because the state had "an air tight case" against him. He said he has become very interested in criminal and con-

He also told him that a book about the murder by Wil- stitutional law, as well as contracts in the field of civil law.
liam Bradford Huie would "not make any money" if it were Another Memphis attorney, Richard Ryan, who has
about a man who was innocent of Dr. King's murder. represented Ray in civil matters, told this reporter to ask

The money from the book, Foreman reminded him, was Ray how he so quickly obtains the decisions of recent cases

paying for his defense, Ray said. rendered by U.S. Supreme Court and federal courts.

How Ray Looks Today Ray Gets News Quickly
This was the first time this reporter had ever seen Ray "Ray finds out about these case holdings before they are

in person. He looked just like his pictures, except his hair is in the advance sheets sent by the courts to the fawyers,"
rapidly turning gray at the temples. Ryan said. "Yet, Ray is complaining he does not have ac-

He looked surprisingly young and healthy in the face. cess to enough law books."
Except for a trace of prison pallor, there was color in his When asked how he gets access to these court decisions,
face and his complexion appeared free of wrinkles. he grinned:

"I exercise, try to keep in good shape, but my waist line "The news travels fast in prison - even to a guy in
is about 34 inches, compared to 30 or 32 before I came in solitary confinement."
here. It is all this slop I eat in prison that put it here," said Ray explained that when a decision is rendered by a
Ray, as he slapped a slight bulge over his stomach. court, the prisoner involved in the case isusually promptly

Ray said he had granted only one other interview to a contacted by his lawyer. Then the prisoner tells his fellow
newspaper and that was the National Enquirer in February. prisoners, and the news is rapidly transmitted through the
Several television newsmen have photographed and gotten prison population by word of mouth.
brief quotes from him at the prison."I rarely feel up to giving interviews," Ray said. "When
you have been in solitary confinement for as long as I have,
and the only people you have talked to are lawyers and

prison guards, you get kinda nervous talking to others."
After an interview with The Press Scimitar, Ray re-

fused to be photographed and interviewed by a Nashville
television crew.

"Interview my attorney - I don't feel up to any more
questions today," he told the 'evision crew.

It was at this point, Livingston revealed the information
! I 

' 
~-~ :' "'lfo~ght T(ifl~· iv 'a;( .. · ··gham····~·--;:· -:*1 

Ray-said he pu.rtt,ascd the rifle 1. front of the -room• 
foi h:oi1se in -Memphrs from a Birmingham, Ala .• sporting 
goods store in Marth f963 on orders of Raoul. 

"After buiing the ri'fle, I was then instrocted to proceed 
to Memphis, but take my time, as l wa9 .SUPP.Sed to deliver 

,_the rifle tither on April 3 or .April 4/' Ray sa1d. 
, "Contrary to the story put out .by the FBI that I went to 
-Atlanta after buyfog th() rffle, l proceeded toward MeinI)hls. 
driving Jess than four hours a day an-d spending the nights in · 
motels," :Ray said. . 

On·tbe .ni_ght o! April 2, Ray said he spent the night at 
the DeSoto 'Motel in. DeSoto County, and the Rebel Motel fn 

·Memp-hiSP:.'1 the night of April 3, Ray.said. 
' Ray said he pleaded guilty to the charge because of 

"misrepresentations" by his form.er attorney, Percy Fore­
, mo.n, and l,eca1,.,se ot his ''mental state" resulting from soli• 
tary -confinement in the Shelby County jail. 

·· The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati revers-
ed a f edml court ruling in Memphi$ and held that Ra_y was 

,. e~titled to an .. evi:dentiary hearing" as to whether Foreman, 
a Houston' attorney, improperly negotiated a guilty plea with I 
the !ate Judge W. Preston Battle. · ., 

;, - · ;'··Effort to Get New Trial · i ' 
' :Ray is seeking the evidentiary hearing so he can obtain 

a ne;v ·tdal in the ctimfoal courts of Tenne~ee. contending 
· Foreinan obtained the guilty plea by coercion and misrepre- 1

1 ~,tation'. 
' The State of Tennessee is appealing the Court of Appeals I 
:ruling. and the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule <5n the 
matter any day. · · 

. By coercion, Ray said he meant that Foreman had told 
- him that he was .going to be electrocuted jf he pleaded ;Mo­

cen~. because the _state had "an air tight case'• agains.t him. 
, He also told him that a :book about the .murder by Wil• 

ham Bradford Huie would "not make any money" if it were 
about a man who was innocent of Dr. King's murder. 

The money from the book. -Foreman reminded him, was 
paying for his def ense,.Ray said. · . 

. How Ray Looks Toclay ... · 
• This wa$ the first time this reporter -had ~ver seen Ray I 

' 1n ~rson. He looked. just like his pictures, except his hair is 
rapidly turning gray at the temples. 

, lie looked si.1rpdsingly young and healthy in the face. 
, Except for a trace of ti risen pallor, there was color in his 

face and his complexion appeared free of wrinkles. 
, · "I exercise, try to keep in good shape, but my waist line 

is about 34 inches, compared to 30 or _32 betore 1 came jn 
. here. It is all this slop I eat in prison tharput it here," said 
.• Ray, as he slapped a slight bulge over his stomach. 

Ray said he had granted only one other interview to a 
newspaper and that was the National Enquirer in Febroary. 
Several television newsmen have, ph9tographed and gotten 
brief quotes from him at the prison. · 

"I rarely feel up to giving mterviews." Ray said. "When' 
you have been in solitary confinement for .as long as I have, 

. and the only people :you have talked to are lawyers and 
prison guards, you get kinda nervous talking to others.'' 

After an interview with 11:te Press:Scimitar, Ray re•·· 
, fused to be photographed and interviewed by a Nashville 
-, tele;risio~ ex:~w. .r " • 
, "Jnterviewmy attorney- I _don't feel up.to any·more-• 
questions today,•• he told the t•!evision crew; · ·-•' 

l ,. lt was at this point, Livingston revealed the inf?rmation l 

-

' .,. • - - .,,, • I,. 

concerning the intermedi~ry ~king immunit.y for.the two 
gunm~.· · ---. 

-· During the interview with Ray, Ray said he had quit 
t~ing the books about the 'King assassination and tho$e 

,, contending that he had fired the shot out of ''racist mo­
. tives.'' ._ . . ; 'i 
'. Ray said: "I have'never hated blacks. U you will check 

th~ psycliiatric tests given to me at the Missouri State 
Pn~, you won't find any reference to any prejudice or·bias 
a:gamst blacks_. If ,I were prejudidal, you ,vould ... think it 
woµld show up in prison psychiatric interviews." 

\ Ray said he ,spends most o! his reading time studvitig 
·Jaw books - when he can get them from the prison. li.brary. 
He said he has become very interested 'in criminal and con­
stitutional Jaw, as well as contracts in the field of civil law. 

Another Memphis attor1\ey, .Richard Ryan, who has 
_re_presented Ray in civil matlers, told thi$ reporter to ask 
Ray bow he so quickly obtains the decisions of recent ~ses 

, .rendered by U.S. Supreme Court ·and federal courts. 
• .. ~. I I • 

Ray Gets News Quickly 
''.Ray finds out about these case holdings befor~they are 

in the a~vance sheets ~ent by d;e_ courts to the ia½ers.'' 
Ryan said. "Yet, ·Ray 1s complairung he does not have ·ac-
cess to enough law books.'' • 

When asked how he gets access to these court decisions 
he grinned: · . , , ' 

"Jhe news travels fast in. prison - even to a guy in 
solitary confinement;" , , , , 

Ray explained that when a decision is rendered by a 
CO\lrt, the .-.risoner involved in the case Js l•sua!!y promptly 
co_ntacted by his lawyer. Then the prisoner tells his fe!I-0w 
pr:soners, ·an~ the news is rapidly tran.sroitte<i fhrough the 
pnson population by word of mouth. , ' · · ,-► .- • 0, • .1,., I ~•.- ~~;s,..-.. \,,,,.;. \ •,..I.. 
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(Mount Clipping In Space Below)

'Conspiracy'
Killed King,

Says Lawyer
By MICHAEL LOLLAR

(Indicate page. name of
James Earl Ray's Memphis attorney newspaper, city and state.)

claimed yesterday he has been in peri-
odic contact since March with a repre-
sentative of "the three men who actu-
ally carried out the slaying of Dr. Mar- PAGE 23
tin Luther King Jr."

Promoting a "conspiracy theory" be-
hind the April 4, 1968, slaying, Robert I.
Livingston said the intermediary is COMMERCIAL APPEAL
seeking immunity from prosecution for
the slaying conspirators. The attorney
said the stayers want to testify-"in
revenge"-against four Southern MEMPHIS, TENN.
gentlemen" who hired them, not Ray,
to murder King.

U.S. Atty. Thomas F. Turley Jr. was
doubtful of the intermediary's claims,
and an investigator who was closely
associated with the King case said, "I'
can't get excited about it

Any renewed federal investigation of
the slaying would be at Turley's re-
quest. But, he said, "This office has not
received any evidence from anybody:
which changes the conclusions about
this case reached years ago after ex-
haustive review of the results of a thor
ough worldwide investigation.

Date: 5/25/74
"If Mr. Ray, his latest lawyer or Edition:

both have any such evidence we will be Author:
pleased to receive and pursue it. Mean- Editor: GORDAN HANNA
while, we are not going to be made
pawns in a publicity game, nor invei- Title:

gled into chasing easily fabricated self-

serving rumors.
"Mr. Livingston may have been Character:

denied such experiences, but this office
is contacted regularly by intermedi- or

aries of unidentified persons said to be Classification:

willing and claimed to be able to solve, Submitting Office:MEMPHIS
in exchange for immunity. crimes
ranging from the so-called 'Donation of Being Investigated
Constantine' to the murder of Cock
Robin. And we have no Stention of
running such rabbit tracks in the Ray.
c256-or-any other. As Justin-Wilson
(the comedian) says, 'We've been
dar.'

l 

., 

· (Mount Clipping In Spoce Below) 

'Conspirac -, · ~.:: . .,. . ,L 
:Killed King~ . i 
· · ·· Says. LaW)7er] 

.. . 
' ,· By .MICHAEL LOLLAR ·• 

.James Earl Ray's Memphis attorney; 
claimed yesterday be has been in _pen-: 
odic contact since March with a repre­
sentative of "the three men who actu­
ally carried out the .slaying of Dr. Mar•· ' 
tin Luther King Jr.'' • 

. , Promoting a "~$piracy theory" be·: 
.• bind the April 4, ·1 S6S, staying, Robert J. · 

Livingston said the intermediary ·is• 
seeking immunity from prosecution for 
the slaying c◊n$pirators. 7he attorne_y 
said the slayers want to testify-"m 
revenge"-against • • f o u r ·southern 

- gentlemen" who hired them, not ·Ray,· 
to·murder King. , , 
, U.S. Atty. Thomas F. Turley Jr. was· 

doubtful o! the :ntermea.iary's .claims,· 
and an investigator who was dosely' 
associated ,vith the King case said, ''.I' 
can•t ge~ excited about it " .. . : 
' • I # I 

' -Any renewed federal investigation of 
the slaying ·would• be at Turley•s re-• 
quest. But, he said, ''This office has not· 
received any evidence from anybody: 
which changes the conclusions .about 
this case reached years ago after ex-, 
haustive review of the results of a .thor• • 
ough worldwide investigation. ~-
, ''If Mr. Ray, his latest la..,.-yer or~ 

, both have any such evidence we will be 
pleased to receive and pursue 'it. Mean-, 
while, we are not going to be made 
pawns fa a publicity game, nor invei­
gled into chasing easily fabricated self-, 
serving rumors. ' : 
: ''Mr •. Livingston may have been. 
denied such experiences, but this office 
Is contacted re,gularly by intermedi• . 
aries of uniMntif led persons ·said to be 
willing and claimed to be able to solve,. 
In exchange for immunity, crimes 
ranging from the so--called 'Donation of 
Constantine' to the murder of Coek · 

, Robin. ,\nd we have no !i1tent:on,, of 
.ruMing aich rabbit tracks in the Ray. 
CtM er --q,y other. As -J~~Json. 
(the comedian) says, 'We've been· 
d~r.' ~• . . , · •· 

I I"""' .. ,.... I ... ·•i ! \. I -~ I : •• ..:.: I 

(lndteote pa9e, noi:oo of 
newspopeJ, ct'ty ond stote.) 
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Shelby-County Atty. Gen.HogirStan-1
ton Jr. said he discussed the conspira-
cy theory with Livingston yesterday
morning. "It was all real secret until
he later got on television." Stanton
said he "got the impression" that the
intermediary actually was one of the
"three men" Livingston claims to be
the slayers.

"I told him I would be glad to talk to
anybody who has any information
about the case or any other case. But I
can't grant immunity to anyone with- The attorney said the intermediary

out knowing what they're talking strongly indicated one of the four -
about. I'll have to talk to them before "each socially and financially promi-

making a decision. You can't call balls nent"- is from Memphis. "I didn't

and strikes from left field." ask for any names. When someone is

sination. volunteering information you can't

Livingston had said earlier: "They push them, because all they have to do

all think this is a hoax, a farce and a is stop talking."
sham, a grandstand play, but if they Supposedly, they hired three men to

find my dead body lying out here some- carry out the murder. Two of the men

where they'll say, 'Well, maybe there were professional gunmen, the third

was a conspiracy. "something else." Livingston said each

He said he doesn't believe a "lone
of the three is a white male, and one,

gunman theory" in any political assas-
the actual gunman, "is a professional

Lincoln. triggerman known to the FBI because
of other offenses and wild escapades
he's been involved in.'The attorney said he has met the

intermediary-a 50- to 60-year-old edu- According to his conspiracy theory,

cated white man - in person twice the three slayers were promised $250.-

and talked to him by telephone on 000, of which $100,000 would go to the

several occasions. He doesn't know triggerman. Their current efforts to

where the telephone calls originated.
seek "revenge" stem from a "failure

Livingston said the man did identify
to make the full payoff and possibly

himself, "but I'm sure it was. a bogus
other things," Livingston said.

name." He refused to divulge the Denying a publicity scheme, Living-

name. "I wouldn't even tell the FBI ston said, "They (disbelievers) think

that. I'd rather die. I'm not trying to
the same thing about me that they
think about UFOs, but I know what

set anybody up. I've seen and heard."
He said the intermediary has told

him eight men were involved altogeth-
er, including Ray as the "patsy." He.
said Ray was chosen as the patsy. be.
cause, "He's just a gullible-type sort of
fellow, easily influenced and led
around. He had never been a, high-
powered criminal all his life, just
penny ante stuff like sticking up gro-
cery stores and things like that."

Livingston said four Southern men
at least one of whom is black - origi-
nated the murder plot. He said their
motive was either "hate" or the belief
that "eradication of Dr. King would be
for the good of the American nation."

. . 

•t•~ ,' ■ •~ l-'°f'T fll'a. "i ....-.~ ,,._J/1\.,,. • '•1 • *-., ~ 
• ~lhy Gcnnty Atty; Gen •. H~~l.n•, 
ton Jr, said he di~ussed th.e consp1ra•> 
cy theory with Livin_gston yesterday· 
momini. "lt was all real secret until 
'he later iot on tetevisi-0n." Stanton•· 
:said he "got th.e impression" that the,· 
intermediary actually was one of the . 
"three men" Uvingston claims to be~: 
the slayers. ' ·• ·: ·~ 
!' ''I told him l would be glad to tal~ to . 
)nybody w b o has any infonnahOn 
·about the case or any other case .. B?t I .. 
can't grant immunity to a~yone wi_th• .: 
o u t knov,ing what they .re talking 
about. I'll have to talk to th.em ·before· 
making a decision. You can't call balls. 
and strikes from. left field.''· · . , . ,.. 
sioation. . --: • , .1:. 
' Uvingston had said earlier: "They 

all think this is a hoax, a farce and a~ 
sham,· a grandstand, play, but if they.: 

. find my dead body lying out here 'SOrue:,: 
whe~e they'l~ say, •~ell, .maybe there: 
was a conspiracy.' • , ... 

He said he doesn't believe a ''Jone 
gunman theory" in any political assas• 1 

Lincoln. ·• · ~ . . ◄ 
- • = •• • -~- l'i: • ,1 '\ ~ ~ 

·, The attorney said he has met the ., 
intennediary-a 50· to ~year~ld ~u-, 
cated white n'lan - in J)ftson twice 
and talked to hin: by telephone on · 
·several occasions. He does~'! know 
where the telephone calls or1g1nated, • 

Livingston said the man tlid identify 
himself, "but l'm sure it ,yas. a bogus 
name.'' He refused to divulge t h e 
name. ••1 wouldn't even tell the F.BI , 
that. I'd rather die •.. I'in not eying to· 

'set anybody up.", ., •. ,...... • 
· He said the intermediary ha~ told 
him eight men were involved altogeth• 
er, including Ray as the ''.Patsy." He. 
said Ray was chosen as tM patsy. l»., 
cause, "He's 1ust a gullible-type ~rt of. 
fellow, easily influenced and led! 
around. He bad neve.r been a. high• i 
powered c~minal. all _hi~ life, just.A) 
peMy ante stuff like ·stickm_g .up_ gro-
cery stores and things like that.'' I 

Uvingston said four .Sou them men -
at least one of whom is black - origi• 
nated the murder p!ot. He said ·their 
motive wa~ either, ''.hate·•:or the l:>elief 
that "eradication of Dr. King would be 
for 'the good"of th~ American nation.';:., ' 
i ~ • • .. 

,t: f t':--' •• .. • '' , IF "'! t ,·; 
]lte aUQ.niey said the antcrmed1ary, 

strongly in(iicated one of the four -
••each socially and financially promi-

, nent'' ,_ is frcm Memphis. "I didn't, 
ask for any" names. When someone is 
volunteering 'inJorma.tion ;y o u ~n•t 
push them, because all tMy have to ·do 
is stop talking.'' . . . . · : 

Supposedly, they hired three men to 
.carry out the murder. Two of th.e men 
·were professional gunmen, the third 
"something tlse." Livings~on ~ai~ each 
of the three is a white male, and one, 
·the actual gunman, "is a professional 
triggerroan known to the FBI because 
or· other off en..ses ~nd wild esca_pades. 
'he's been involved in." ' 
I According to his conspiracy theory,· 
' the three slayers were promised $ZSO,­
, 000, of whjch $100,000 would go to the 
triggerman. their ·current efforts to' 
seek ·"revenge" stem from a "fai.lure 
· to make the f ua payoff and possibly . 
otl\a, thin~:• Uvingston said. .,.. 
' · Denying a publidty .scheme, .Uving-·· 
ston said, '"They (disbelievers) think 
the same thing about me that they 
foink about UFOs, but I know ·what. 
rve seen and heard.'' -· · . ; ~. i 
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5/17/74

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM:SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Buairtel, 5/14/74,
On 5/13/74, Mr. JOHN CARLISLE, Chief Investigator,

Shelby County Attorney General's Office, Memphis, Tennessee,advised SA JOE C. HESTER that all of the documents turned over
to that office by the FBI continue to be looked up with the
evidence in that case. He said that access to this material is
extremely limited and that no one has made anything available
to any of the various authors who have written books about this
case.

Mr. CARLISLE noted that the various pleadings in this
case contain a great deal of information concerning the evidence,and he feels certain that many outsiders have reviewed these
court records which are public records.

2-Bureau
2-Memphis
JCH:bc

(4)

_j 

I 

AIRTEL 

TO: .DIRECTOR, .FBI (%%-38861) 

J'ltOMsSAC, MEMPHIS (t-'1-1987)(pet) 

SUBJECT.: .MURKIN 

Re :Duat~tel, S/1%/74. 
On 5/13/7%, Mr. JOHN CARLISLEt Chiet ,Investigator, 

Shelby County Attorney General'• Office_, ·Memph1•, fennesaee, 
advised SA JOE c. BESTER ·that allot ·the doc1111ente turned over 
to that ottice by the Ji'BI continue to be looked up Yitb the 
evidence in that oa••• Be said that accese to this material is 
extremely limited and that no one has aade anything available 
to any of the various authors·wbo have written books about this 
case. 

Mr. CARLISLE noted that the various pleadings in this 
case contain a great deal ot lntonaation concerning the evidence, 
and be feels certain that many outsiders have reviewed these 
court records which are public records. 

@.Bureau 
~e■phis 
JCHtbc 
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5/15/74

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, BOSTON (157-644) (RUC)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Boston nitel 5/10/74.

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM
concerning interview of author GEORGE MC MILLAN in connection
with captioned matter. Two copies are enclosed for Memphis,
Division.

The representative of the FBI with whom MC MILLAN
and his attorney were in telephonic contact on 4/27, 29, and 30/4is SA ROGER J. CORKE.

Inasmuch as there are no further leads outstandingin the Boston Division, this matter is hereby being RUC'd.

2-Bureau (Encs. 5) (RM)
2-Memphis (44-1987) (Encs. 2) (RM)
1-Boston
JNO:cms
(5)

. ..... 
.. 

AIRTEL 

TO: 

.F.R<M: 

-. 

'DIRECTOR, 'FBI (44-38861) 

SAC, B>SlON (157•644) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

-Re Boston nitel 5/10/74. 

S/15/74 

· ,Enclosed for the 13urellu are five copies of an LHM 
conceming interview of _author GF.ORGE MC.MILLAN in connection 
with c~ptioned matter. Two copies are enclosed for.Memphis. 
Division. . - , 

The representative of the FBI with whom MC MILLAN 
and his attomey were .in telephonic contact on 4/27, 29, and 3r/"A 
is SA ROGER J • CORKE. 

Inasmuch as there are no further leads outstanding 
in the Boston Division, this matter is .hereby being RUC'd. 

· O-Bureau (Encs •. S) (RM) 
2-Memphis (44-1987)(Encs. 2)(RM) 
l•Boston 
JNO:cms , 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Boston, Massachusetts
File No.

May 15, 1974

JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

George McMillan, 12 Hilliard Street, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, telephonically advised a representative of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Boston, Massachusetts,
on April 27, 1974, that he is an author of material on James
Earl Ray; however, he declined to be interviewed. He said that
James Earl Ray's attorney, Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., habitually
makes wild accusations and he, McMillan, did not feel any
response was McMillan noted he has written letters
to "Jack, 11 described by him as being John Larry Ray, brother
of James Earl Ray. McMillan said he had a second reason for
not wishing to be interviewed, stating that correspondence
between himself and John Larry Ray concerned a suit in Federal
Court by McMillan to gain access to John Larry Ray, currently
an inmate at Federal Prison, Marion, Illinois. This suit
is presently on appeal to the United States Supreme Court,
according to McMillan.

Two hours later on the same date, April 27, 1974,
McMillan telephonically requested he be contacted on April 29,
1974, to arrange for interview.

On April 29, 1974, McMillan was telephonically
contacted by a representative of the FBI. McMillan stated he
had decided to consult with an attorney prior to interview
and desired to have an attorney present if interviewed. He
said he would contact the Boston Division of the FBI in
several days.

.In Reply, Pleos~ Refer to 

'FikNo. 

• 
UNITED STATES :DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

l'El>ERAL BUREAU OF lNV.EST.IGATJON 

Boston• Maa1achu1etta 

May -1s, 1974 

JAMES 'F.ARL MY; 
DR. MARTIN LUlllER KING., JR.•VICTI.M 

_CIVIL.RIGHTS - CON§PIRACY di 

. George McMillan, 12 Hilliard Street, Cambridge, 
Maaaachuaett•• te~honically advised a representati~ of the 
Federal Bureau of Inwatlgatlon (nl). Boaton, Masaachu•etta, 
on April 27, 1974, that he is an author of material on J'ame■ 
.Earl Ray; however, he declined to be interviewed. He aaid that 
Jaaea Earl .Bay'• attorney, Bemard Fensterwald, Jr., habitually 
••• wild e.ccusat!ona and be, McMillan, did not feel any · 
rear.:n■e -••rranted. McMillan noted be baa written lettera 
to 'Jack," deacrlbed by .him as being John Larr,- Ray, brother 
of Jame• Earl Ray. McMillan aaid he had a aecond reaaon for 
not wlahing to be interviewed, stating that cornapondence 
between •bimaelf and Jobn Larry .Ray concerned a suit in Federal 
Court by McMtllan to gain access to -John La~ Ray, currently 
.an inmate at Federal Prison, .Mari.on, lllinoia., Thia auit 
i•·pre••ntly on appeal to the United Statea Supreme Court, 
accordirg to McMillan" 

Two hour• later cm the aame date, April 27. 1974, 
:McMillan tel.ephonlcally requested he be contacted on April 29, 
,1974, to -arrange for interview. 

On April 29, 1974, McMillan was telephontcally 
cont.cted by a ,representative of the FBI. McMillan atated he 
had decided to conault with an ·attorney prior to intexview 
and deaind to have an -attorney preaent if interviewed~ He 
said he·would·eontact the Boaton .Diviaion of the FBI in 
aeveral days, 
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JAMES EARL RAY;
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.-VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY

On April 29, 1974, McMillan telephonically advised
he was willing to be interviewed May 2, 1974, in the presence
and in the office of his attorney, John T. Williams, of the
Boston law firm of Haussemen, Davison and Shattuck.

On April 30, 1970, McMillan te lephonically cancelled
his appointment. He stated he was willing to have Attorney
Williams interviewed in his behalf, but he did not wish to be
present himself. He said he was leaving the Boston area
immediately to spend three or four days in Tennessee. He
volunteered that he had not reviewed any FBI files and had
only hearsay knowledge of any such revi ew by other authors.

On April 30, 1974, Attorney John T. Williams
telephonically advised he had talked with McMillan several
hours earlier, at which time McMillan was willing to be
interviewed personally. Williams stated he knows only that
McMillan did not review FBI files. He added he would contact
the Boston Division of the FBI concerning possible interview,
after conferring with McMillan upon McMillan's return from
Tennessee.

On May 8, 1974, Attorney Williams telephonically
advised that his client, Ceorge McMillan, would be in Boston
on May 10, 1974, and available for interview in Williams'
office on that date.

On May 10, 1974, George McMillan was interviewed by
Special Agents Kenneth L. Hansen and John N. Ouellette in
the office of his attomey, John T. Williams, of the firm
Hausserman, Davison and Shattuck, 1 Boston Place, Boston,
in the presence of Williams.

McMillan advised he has never seen or had access
to any FBI files, or portions thereof, concerning the James
Earl Ray case or any other case. He said no FBI personnel,
anywhere, ever indicated they would make such material available
to him. He recalled he once visited the office of former FBI
Assistant Director Tom Bishop at FBI Headquarters, Washington, D.C.,
to request material for his book on James Earl Ray; however,
Mr. Bishop, who was then handling press relations, told
McMillan he could not give him anything regarding that case.

McMillan further advised that the Tennessee State
Attorney-General's Office in Memphis was in possession of
what was commonly referred to as "FBI files" in order to
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.On .Aprl.1 29! 1974? ·McMillan tele"2honically advised 
he was willit!,g to be 2.ntern.owed Hay 2, 19741

.in the presence 
and in the office of .his attomey, .John l'. ~ lliams, of the 
·»oaton ·1aw fim of Haussenaan, Davison and Sbattucl(. 

On Aprll 30. 1970, McMillan telephonically cancelled 
his appofntmert't. He stated he was -willing to have Attom,y 
Willi.ams interviewed in his ·behalf, but .he did not -wish to be cent himself• He 'aaid be was leaving the Boston area 

cliatel1 to spend three or four days in Tenneasee. He -
volunteered that he bad -not nviewed an1 FBI files and ha.cl 
only hearsay knowledge of any such rnf. ew ~y -other authors. 

- On April_ 30. l.974• Attorney John· ·T. Wllllasu 
telepbon~eally advised he bad talked ·with :Mcl¢11an aeveral -
bours earlier • .at which tlme MeMillan was ·rilling to be 
hterdewed personalty. -'Williala stated _he knows only that 
HcM111.an did not review FBI ' files. He added he would -contact 
·the Boston .Diviaion of the DI concerning l)O&sible interview, 
after conferring ·wf.tb McMillan upon McMillan's return from 
Tennessee. · 

On May s. 1974• Attorney 'Williams telei,honlcally 
•dvlaed that b!s client~ Ceo~e McMillan, ·would be in »oaton 
on May 10, 1974,, and availabh for interview in Williams' 
office on that date. ,, 

_ On May 10, 1974, Ceorge ·McMillan 'Was interviewed by 
Special Agents Kenneth L. Haaaen •nd Jom 1-1_. :Ouellette in · 
.the ·office of his _attc:,mey, -Jom 7. Williaina. of the fina 
Hauaaerman; Daviaon aad Shattuck, l :Boston Place. Boston. 
in the pre88nce of w11u .... 

McMi11an advlaed he has l'lever aeen or had access 
to any FBI files, or portions thereof, concerning. the J'aaea 
Earl Ray case or any other cue. He said no FBI per1onne11_ . 
•~re• ever indicated they would 1'lake aucb tuterial avaJ,J.able 
to him. He -ncalled he .ortee •viaited the office ·of £ol.'lller 'FBI 
Asalatant ?>!:rector Tom 1Jf.abop at FBI Head~artera, Washington. D.c., 
:to requeat aaterial .for bis book on -James Earl Ra1; howver, 
Mr. Bishop• who was tMn handling l)ress relation•• told 
.McM.tllan he could not give h!a '11\ything regarding that caae. 

·McMitl.an further adviaed that the 7enneasee .State 
Attorney-General'-• O.ffice in Meaphls was in ·-p9aaeaaion of 
what was coaaonly :referred to as "FBI ·file•u in order to 
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conduct its prosecution of James Earl Ray. McMillan said he
heard rumors from sources in Memphis, whose identity he does
not recall, that those files were made available to authors
Gerold Frank and William Huie by either state or county officials
or personnel. McMillan added these were merely rumors of
unknown origin and he possessed no specific information as to
whether either Frank or Huie had access to the files.

McMillan stated the aforementioned rumors led him to
believe he could have the FBI files made available to him.
McMillan was asked if any state or local official or personnelin Tennessee ever offered to make the FBI files available to
him. McMillan replied by saying that he refuses to answer
that question.

McMillan went on to relate he has been attempting to
compile material regarding James Earl Ray in order to determine
a personal motive for the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., so as to disprove theories that a conspiracy may
have been involved. He said he was previously retained by the
Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) and Time Magazine, Inc.,
to conduct a study of Lee Harvey Oswald in connection with
the assassination of former United States President John F.
Kennedy and that study led him to the conclusion Oswald acted
on his own and there was no conspiracy involved.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

- 3*-
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• 
conduct :its ·prosecution of -James Earl ~,. McMillan said be 
'heard xumors from sources in J.teiaphis, whose identity he does 
not ·1:eca11. tlU1t those files we-re made available to authors 
-Gerold ,Frank and William Huie by either state -or county officials 
or -personnel. McMillan added these were inerely l:tROra of 
untcnown omin and he possessed no ~cific iqfomation as to 
whether either Frarik or Huie ·bad ac'cess to the files. 

Mc=Mi11an stated the afox.entioned %Ullt0ra led hf.JI to 
belie~ ·he could nave the FBI files made available to hinl. 
McMillan 1faS asked if ant state or local .official or 1>enonnel 
in Temessee ever offexea to make the 'FBI files available to 
him. -McMillan :replied l>y saying .that be 1."8£ueea to answer 
.that question. . , 

McMillan went Ol'l to relate he baa been attem,tlng to 
compile utarlal ·ngarding James Earl Ray in order to c.ietendne 
a ·pereoaal motive for the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King• -Jr •• :so as to disprave .theorlea ·that a ,conspiracy may 
have beeri inYOlved. He -said he was 'Previously retained by the 
Coluobla :Broadcasting System (CBS) and Time Magazine• Inc., 
to conduct a study of Lee -Harvey 0sval4 in connection with 
the assassination of ·former United States President John P. 
l<ennedy . .and that study led him to the conclusion Oswald ac:ted 
on Ms own and there was llO conspiracy :involved. 

·nda document contalna ·neither rec:Cllllaeftdattons nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It ls -the property of ·the FBI and -is 
loaned to your agebey; it and its contents are not to be 
.diatrlbuted outside :,our agency. 
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AIRTEL

5/14/74

To: BAC, Memphis (44-1987)
1 Mr. McDonough

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN

ReBStel 5/10/74.

If not already done, the Memphis Office should
contact appropriate current and former Tennessee State
authorities to ascertain 11 they have any information
that FBI files previously in possession of state authorities
were made available to Frank and Huie or anyone else by
state or county personnel.

1 - Boston (INFO) (157-644)

EJM:bap (5)

• 
.. 

ADBL 

To: .UC, ..... ill (44-1987) 

hoa: DiNctor, DI ('"-3-1) 

JIVUD 

1e•t•l 6/10/14. 

• 
/...._, 

/ ' l r 11:r. McDonough 
.. / 

It ..t •lNMIJ .._ • tllle J1111pld.a ot:fiee ..._ld 
coat:act .....,...tate ..,... &M t..., ••••- ltate 
&'1'tlloritiN to ....-tua 11 ~ ..... aa, iat--tlell 
U.t Jal lilN pNtYt...}7 ill poa•uioa et •"- uttaorttlea 
... _. a-,.lalti. to .hllak ... lluia ·• ..,, .. ·•1- 1tJ 
■tate - .... t, ........ ,,,. ' 

-'IJll:b&p (5) 
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Admin

MAY 10 1974 Comp. Syst,
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Ext. Affairs
Files & Com.

10:13 PM NITEL MAY 10, 1974 JWH TELETYPE
Gen. Iav.
Ident
Inspection

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) Intell.
Laboratory

MEMPHIS (44-1987) Plan. & Eval.
Spec. Inv.
Training

FROM BOSTON (157-644) Legal Coun.
Telephone Rm.
Director See'y

MURKIN Town
RE BOSTON NITEL TO BUREAU, 5/8/74. 0.7m

Come
GEORGE MC MILLAN INTERVIEWED THIS DATE IN

OFFICE OF HIS ATTORNEY, JOHN T. WILLIAMS, OF FIRM

HAUSSERMAN, DAVIDSON AND SHATTUCK, 1 BOSTON PLACE,

BOSTON, IN PRESENCE OF WILLIAMS.

MC MILLAN ADVISED HE HAS NEVER SEEN OR HAD

ACCESS TO ANY FBI FILES OR PORTIONS THEREOF, CONCERNING

THE JAMES EARL RAY CASE OR ANY OTHER CASE. ALSO

STATED THAT NO FBI PERSONNEL ANYWHERE EVER INDICATED THEY

WOULD MAKE SUCH AVAILABLE TO HIM.

MC MILLAN FURTHER ADVISED THAT THE TENNESSEE

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE IN MEMPHIS HAD IN ITS

END PAGE ONE

• 
:tm 024 as PLAlN . 

TO 
'I 

MEMPHIS (44•1987), 

:FROM :BOSTO,N ( l'57-S44) 

. ' 
MURKIN 

RE BOSTON NlTEL TO BUREAU, S/8/74. 

GEORGE fiiC MlLLA-U .ll1T£RUIEWEO tHI~ 't>AtE lH 

OFFICE: OF HIS ATTORNEY, JOHN T • WILLIAMS, o·F FIRM 

HAUSSERt1AN t DAVIDSON AND ,SHATTUCK., 1 · BOSTON PLA~E t 

BOSTON, IN.PRESENCE OF WILLIAMS. · 

MC NILtAN ADVISED HE HAS NEVER SEEH OR HAO 

ACCESS TO ANY FBI fILES o·R -PORT IO.NS TRER£0F t CONCERNING 
' ' 

THE JAMES EARL RAY CASE OR·ANY OTHER CASE. ,ALSO 

STATED THAT NO FBI PERSONNEL ANYW~ERE £VER INDICA1ED THEY 

1.40ULD MAKE SUCH AVAIL.ABLE to lUMt ·, 

MC MILLAN .FURTHER ADVISED ':tRAT' THE T£,?Hf£SSEE 
i_ - ~ - - i' 1 I • ~\ I ' • I I 

STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S ·oFl'.lCE Itt MEf1P)US, .HA!> ·1N ITS 

fl • 

. ' I I 

' ' 

t'#~r-.,,.,--., ____ __ 

A~. Db:,-..-.­
Jl~;, .. A:D,•A~. , y, 
:De-;,.•A.D ... lnv ,_ -J 

-A~t. 'Dir,: 
.Adrril;i ... , .,. ., , . 
'.Co:::i~. -Sr,;t, -· 
:E;.:t.: Afhln •-
:F.1le$ & c.,m.' .... .. 
,G-.~. Inv. -~--,,.._" ... . 
lde~t. .- • , .,.,._, 
ln,;p~tion ~--.. 
lntdl, ,.,,. . ..,.., ___ ," 
,l,ab:,ra,tory ... , ··- ' 
.Plan. ~ }~v,11. , • .,. I 

, ,S~. ln V, ........ :.,, r 
. T.rainh:t ~ _ .. _ I 
~ Coun. _,:. .. ~ I 
,t'e?epho.-:o nm: -

, I>imt<.tr ~t.:'y ~. . , 

. I 
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BS 157-644

PAGE TWO

POSSESSION WHAT WAS REFERRED TO AS FBI FILES IN ORDER TO

CONDUCT ITS PROSECTUTION OF RAY AND HE HEARD RUMORS

FROM SOURCE, NOV UNRECALLED, THAT THOSE FILES WERE MADE

AVAILABLE TO AUTHORS GERALD FRANK AND WILLIAM HUIE BY STATE

OR COUNTY PERSONNEL. AS A RESULT OF THESE RUMORS,

MC MILLAN FELT THE FILE WOULD ALSO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO HIM.

WHEN ASKED IF ANY TENNESSEE STATE OR LOCAL OFFICIAL

OR PERSONNEL EVER OFFERED TO MAKE THE FBI FILES

AVAILABLE TO HIM, MC MILLAN REPLIED BY SAYING HE REFUSES

TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION.

LHM WILL BE SUBMITTED.

END

JXS FBI HQ CLR FOR 2

.. 

BS ,157-644 

PAGE 1'.WO 

' \ 

POSSESSION WHAT VAS REFERRED TO AS FBI rILES IN ORDER TO 

cotmucr ITS PRO:SECTUTION OF RAY AND HE HEARD RUf>nRS 

FROM SOURCE';' ;t}O~ UHRECALLED,t 'THAT THOSE FILES ·wER£ £1ADE 
... t "' • 

! - " J ' 

AVAILABl.E TO AUTHORS GERALD FRANK AND VILLI AN. HUIE Bi' STATE 
. ,1 

OR COUNTY PERSONNEL. AS A RESULT OF ·THESE RUMORS, 
. ! 'j ' - ' 

MC MILLAN FELT JHE FILE WOULD ALSO 8£ MADE AVAILABLE TO HIM. 
•t' I 

WHEN ASKED ~F ANY:TENNESSEE STATE OR LOCAL OFFICIAL 
~ I • J l I ~""< 

OR PERSOtUfEL EVER OF.FERED ·ro MAKE THE FBI FILES" ,' ' 
I 

AVAILABLE IO JfIM, ,MC NILLAH .REPLIED BY SAYU~· H~ REFUSES 

TO ANSWER THAT QUESTION+ 

LHM WILL BE SUBMITTED. 

END 

JXS FBI HQ CLl? FOR 2 

:?)it 
,.._ ·111 .. 
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Assue. DI
Dcp -A.D.A.m.

COIN
Cust

F:

the
11 evection

NRO 14 BS PLAIN
Coin.

12:45P URGENT MAY 8, 1974 DAD
Rm

methin Director Sec.

TO: DIRECTOR 44-38361

MEMPHIS 44-1987 park
FROM: BOSTON 157-644 st
MUR KIN. L

RE BOSTON NITEL MAY 1, 1974.

ATTORNEY JOHN T. WILLIAMS TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED

DURING AM OF THIS DATE THAT HIS CLIENT GEORGE MOMILLAN WILL BE IN

BOSTON, FRIDAY, MAY 10, 1974, AND AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW IN WILLIAMS'

OFFICE 31 15 PM THAT DATE.

BOSTON DIVISION ARRANGED TO INTERVIEW MCMILLAN AT THAT

TIME, AND WILL SUTEL SUMMARY OF RESULTS, FOLLOWED BY LHM.

END.3

I ' 
I 

'', I 

... 
,,, 

,,. ,,· .... 
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12a.45P 
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a. . . ' 
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MAY S,·· 1914. 

44--3836 l 
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fROMs BOSTOtl 1~7-64~ 
• L 1 •• 
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I - "'-- • .' I , ... - ..... 

\ I 

''' 
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MURKIN·. ·l:::::.:/ ·. :. 
', .-. .... : '·. 

... 
) 

RE BOSTON NITEL. MAY .. 1., ,~.,4~ 

. ' . - ' .. .. . ~-. . ' ' 

,·, 
' ' .. 

J' L • \ • 

• AIToR~EY ·JoHr(:r. w ILJ..i°A£1s. ·tELEPHotv1cAi.i..v"<A•i>v.1s~:· _: - · ·_. : •. 

• I • •. 

I p&I 

' • • f • • " • I I f' : ', / : o •' I J • J • : ,: I : ... , • • • 1 -1' 'I 

DURING. AM ·t;,F:,1'.HIS DA1.E T'H!\T 'HiS- (1!'£l't"I. ·emi(GE. PTCM.ILLAN·:WlLl~ 'BE IH ... _. ... ·.:-:··: \ 
I I • • '• I I • :, f ... • • •, • : • 1 I o • I • • • 'I• • • : • • I o I,•• L • 0 I o 

BOSTON, FRlDAY' !IJAY r~, .1914, AND t'\VAILf\BLE F'OR ·1NT.ERVI£w _·n•··w1Lt:XAMS'· 
• ' ' 4 • ' 

.. OFFICE 3115 PM THAT D!\TE.·· 

BOSlON DIVISION 'ARRANGED TO lNTElWIEW ~a-tilt,fN AT THAT. 
~- I • 

~lPJE, (\ ND ~HLL su·~EL. S_UMM~RY _OF. R.~s~n:rs -~ ~~~OWED, BY LtN •. ' I 
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RAY 5-6
NASHVILLE, TENN. (UPI)--A FEDERAL JUDGE MONDAY DENIED SEVERAL

REQUESTS BY JAMES EARL RAY, CONVICTED ASSASSIN OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER

KING DR., SEEKING ADMITTANCE INTO NORMAL PRISON ENVIRONMENT.

U.S. DISTRICT COURT JUDGE L. CLURE MORTON TURNED DOWN RAY'S
REQUEST THAT HE BE RELEASED FROM SOLITARY CONFINEMENT TO MIX WITH THE

GEN ERAL PRISON POPULATION, DAILY ACCESS TO THE MAIN PRISON LIBRARY,
AND FINALLY THAT HIS ENTIRE SUIT BE WITHDRAWN.

THE ACTION SEEKING TO WITHDRAW HIS SELF-DRAWN SUIT WAS FILED AFTER

THE STATE ASKED THE COURT TO ORDER RAY TO UNDERGO PSYCHIATRIC
EXAMINATION.

RAY'S COMPLAINT SAID HE WAS SUFFERING BOTH PHYSICAL AND MENTAL

DETERIORATION BECAUSE OF HIS LACK OF EXERCISE AND CONTACT WITH OTHER

HUMAN BEINGS AT THE TENNESSEE STATE PENITENTIARY, WHERE HE IS SERVING
A 99-YEAR SENTENCE FOR KILLING KING.

ORTON RULED THAT RAY RECENTLY UNDERWENT A COMPLETE PHYSICAL

EXIMINATION AND "HAS SUFFERED NO DETECTABLE PHYSICAL DETERIORATION

DURING HIS INCARCERATION. "
DUPLICATE TO B-WIRE POINTS

UPI 05-06 11:17 PED

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE

0-20 (Rev. 1-30-74) • • 
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Assistant Attorney General May 7, 1974Civil Rights Division

Director, FBI 1 Mr. Franck
Mr. McDonough

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

I have received your menorandum dated April 24,
1974, and its enclosures in the captioned matter, your
reference JSP:FDA:SH:bmp; DJ 144-72-662.

In the letter from Mr. George McMillan to John
Larry Ray furnished you by Mr. Bernard Fensterwald, Attorneyfor James Earl Ray, it is stated "Sometime before I write
this section I am going to Memphis and look at the PBI file
on the case; that's been made available to me. Knowing whatI know, some of the things in that xxxx file might look different
to me from what they looked to Frank and Hule.* This
apparently refers to Gerold Frank and William Bradford Huie,
authors who have written material on the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., murder case.

Appropriate personnel of this Bureau have advised
that they have no information that FBI reports have been
made available to these individuals by this Bureau. In
order to resolve this matter, efforts have been made to
interview Mr. McMillan concerning the statement in his letter.

On April 27, 1974, Special Agents of our Boston
Office contacted Mr. McMillan and he advised he did not wish
to be interviewed. He stated that Mr. Fensterwald
habitually makes wild accusations and Mr. McMillan does
not feel any response to these is warranted. lle added that
another reason for not wishing to be interviewed is that
correspondence between himself and John Larry Ray concerns a
suit in Federal Court by Mr. McMillan to gain access to
John Larry Ray, who is an innate at the Federal Penitentiary,
Marion, Illinois.

On April 29, 1974, Mr. McMillan recontacted our
Boston office and advised he was willing to be interviewed

EJM:bap (61

44-38861 SEE NOTE PAGE TWO

• 
Assistant Attorney Genera1 
Civil nights Division 
- ~ ' I 

Director, FBI 

.ASSJ\SSINATIOU OF 
DJ. MARTIN LUTtlER KING, JR. 

1 - .Mr. Franck 
(!-}- Mr. McDonough 

'.I have received•your me.r.iorandtm dated.April 24, 
' 1974, and ,its enclosures in the captioned matter,· your 

.reference JSP:'PDA:Sff :bmpJ DJ :144-72-662. ., ' 

In the letter .from lb:. George. McMillan to John 
Larry nay furnished. .:you bx Mr. Bernard ·rensterwald, 'Attorney 
for Janes Barl nay, it is stated •sometime before .I write 
,this section ·x am going to.Memphis and look at the PBI file 
on the case; that• s been .raade available to tae. .Knowing what 
.X ·know, some of ·the things in that ,.:xxx file might··100k ·different 
to .M from -what they .looked to Frank and ·Huie.• ~his _ 
apparently refers to·oerold'Frank.and William Bradford Huie, 
authors who have written material "On 'the Dr. Martin .Luthor · 
King, Jr .• , .murder· case. ' 

Appropriate ·personnel of 'this Bureau h~v•'· advised 
that they have no information that P.BI reports have been 
made available ,to these individuals by this.Buroau.. _In 
order to resolve ·this utatter, efforts hav~ been JCade to 

' interview Mr. -~.cMillan concerning ·the statement in 'hia 1et.t~. 

, On April ~7, 1974, Special 'Agents ,of our :noston 
Office contacted .Mr. McMillan and he advised he did:11ot wish 
to be .interviewed.· 'lie stated that Mr. Fensterwald , 
habitually bakes wild .accusatiOhs lllld Mr. Y.cMil:la.n does 
not .fool any response to these is warranted. ·ne added that 
anothC3r reason for not wishing to be :interviewed ·is ·that' 
correspondence between bii:1self and -Jolm .Larry :Ray concerns a 
suit in ,Federal Court by Hr •. McMillan to 9ain, access to 
John Larry·nay, who is, an -iruute at the Federal .Penitentiary, 
Marion, I1llnois. , . 

On '.l\pril 29,, 19741 Mr. Mcll'~llan .recontacted our' 
'Boston Office and advised he was willing to be interviewed 

EJM:bap (6) 

44~38861 

' 

SEE HO'l'E PAGE.TWO ••• 
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Assistant Attorney GeneralCivil Rights Division

on May 2, 1974, in the presence of and in the office ofhis Attorney, John T. Williams of Hausserman, Davison
and Shattuck, 15 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts.

On April 30, 1974, Mr. McMillan contacted the
Boston Office and cancelled the appointment. He stated he
was willing to have Attorney Williams interviewed inhis behalf but did not wish to be present himself.
He advised he was leaving the Boston area immediately to
spend three or four days in Tennessee and volunteeredhe had not reviewed any FBI files and had only hearsay
knowledge of such review by other authors.

On April 30, 1974, John T. Williams stated he hadlast talked with Mr. McMillan a few hours earlier and atthat time Mr. McMillan was willing to be interviewed
personally, Mr. Williams stated he knows only that
Mr. McMillan did not review any FBI file.

No further efforts are being made to interview
Mr. McMillan; however, any information he may desire tofurnish our Boston Office will be accepted.

In addition to the above, you are referred to
a letter to this Bureau from then Assistant Attorney Generalof the Civil Rights Division, Jerris Leonard, dated
January 15, 1971, entitled "Assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr."; your file JL:MG:pg: 144-72-66, enclosinga letter from the Civil Rights Division to Mr. George
McMillan in which Mr. McMillan, in essence, was advisedthat Department of Justice files pertaining to
James Earl Ray are confidential and his request for further
information based on the FBI's investigation could not be
complied with. Mr. McMillan was advised by the Departmentthat documents and exhibits which were filed on behalf of
Tennessee and Missouri in the Ray extradition proceedingsin the British Court do not come within this rule and
would be available for inspection at the Civil Rights Divisionin Washington, D. C.

NOTE: This is to advise the CRD of results of our inquiries intothis matter. If McMillan and/or his attorney contact ourBoston Office, any pertinent information will be obtained andif appropriate, will be forwarded to the CRD.

- 2 -

' 
..... 

' 

Aaaistant ~ttorney General 
Civil Rights _Divi•lon 

on May _2, · 1974, in the pr~uaenee of and in the. .office of, 
his Attorney, .John 1'. Williams of .tzauaaeman, Davison 
and Shattuck, 15 State Streetf\ Boston, -Ma••achusetts • 

. on .April .30 1 1974, Mr. _McMillan contacted the 
aoaton Office and cancelled th~ appointment. no stated.he 
was willing t<> have Attorney Willia:rua ,illtervieved in 1 

.his behalf ·bu.t .did not wish to .be _present himself,,. 
He uviaed he was leaving the_Boaton:area iima6diately to 
spend three or four days in ~•~e•aee and yolt.mt:.eere<l 
ho had not. revie"1ed. any FDI .files and had _onl._y hearsay 
Jqiowledge of such .review by otltu authors. 

I 1 t ' 

On April ,30, -J.974_.- John 'l'. Williw ·ata.tea ·he had, 
l••t. talked -vi th Mr,. :Mcli.lllan a ff/rftf 'hours earlier and at -
that time Hr. McMillan ·v~ willing to ·be interviewed · 

, peraonally:l> Mr. Williaiae stated he know• only ·that 
.Mr. McMillu did not· ftView any .FBI file.· 

' 
No further efforts are being made to inteniew 

Mr. McMillaru however, any information he .may desire to . , 
furi14sh our Boston Office will be accept.a. 

' -. - ' 
-\ _ 'In addition t.o the above_, you are referred t.o 

a l.etter to this DUX'eau from :then Assistant Attorney -General _ 
_ of the Civil Rights Division, Jerris _.Leonard, dated, 
'7anuaiy .-15_, 197;1, entitled "Aasassinat.f,on _of Martin , ·,, 
·Luther Xing, .Jr.•,, yoµr file JLtMGipg; 144-72-66, ·enclosing 
a letter :from, the Civil ltlghta ·Division to Mr. Georgtl -

' McHlll,an J.n .which Nr. McMillan, in eaaence, waa advised · 
that Depa,rtment of Justice files pertainln9 to _ , ' 
-James Earl Ra,Y are confidential an4 hia -requeat :for fuxtber 
information :tiaeed on the __ ffl • s inveat.iqation -could -not be 
eolCPlied with. .filr. McMilliUl waa advised by _the l>epar~nt: 
that documents and exhibi~s which were filed en behalf .of 
~essee and Missouri in the ltay extradition proceedings 
in· the l3ritlsb _court c1o' no·t coJM within tbia rule and 
would be avulable for inspection at the civll Rights Division 
in Washington, .D., c. - , < 

,NOTE: , This is to advise the CRD f •this matter. If NcMi.ll O -results of our inquiries into 
'Boston :Office, any perti:e~d{~r his attorney contact our 
if appropriate, ·will be forward;odrmat ~thion will be obtainea .and , , o e CRD. 
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Assoc. DIL
Dep.A.D.-Adm
Dep.A.D.Inv

FLOTRAL CLAEM OF INVESTIGATION
Asst, Diet

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
Admin.
Comp. Syst
Ext. Affairs

MAY-03 1974 Files & Cum.
Gen. Inv.

WR007 BS PLAIN I'e I
TELETYPE In action

5:40 PN NITEL 5-1-74 DAO

Plan. & Eval,
TO: DIRECTOR 44-38861 Spre, have

T: later
MEMPHIS Loral Cuu.

Telephone Rm
Director See'y

FROM: BOSTON 157-644 P

MURKIN

RE BOSTON IT DATED APRIL 29,1974.mr
ON APRIL 29, 1974, GEORGE NC MILLAN RECONTACTED

BOSTON OFFICE AND ADVISED HE WAS WILLING TO BE

INTERVIEWED ON MAY 2, 1974, IN THE PRESENCE OF AND

IN THE OFFICE OF HIS ATTORNEY JOHN T. WILLIAMS OF HAUSSERMAN

DAVISON AND SHATTUCK, FIFTEEN STATE ST., 30STON, MASSACHUSETTS.

ON APRIL 3B, 1974,
and

MC MILLAN CONTACTED THE BOSTOR

OFFICE AND CANCELLED APPOINTMENT. HE STATED HE

WAS WILLING TO HAVE ATTORNEY WILLIAMS INTERVIEWED IN

HIS BEHALF BUT DID NOT WISH TO BE PRESENT HINSELF.

HE STATED HE WAS LEAVING THE BOSTON AREA IMMEDIATELY

TO SPEND THREE OR FOUR DAYS IN TENNESSEE,

VOLINTEERED THAT HE HAD NOT REVIEWED ANY F91

FILES AND HAD ONLY HEARSAY KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH

END PAGE ONE

• • Hvf~i\l Clf:£.~11 OF ::'1rn,T\'i,-\1,?.\J 

COM\1t~IC,\JICi\S SECrnJN 

URfJ0? BS .PLAl~ , 

RE BOSIOtt tl' DATED AP1UL. -29 1 1$74• 
J -'1-vv· 

· · ON APRlL 29, 1974, ~oaGE NC lilLLA?i ,fftCOi~l'l\CTEO 

i;(t eosTOtl .OFFICE ,11tto A0V.IS£I; HE 'WAS 1'IL1:1m1 ·10 at 
I 

' 
lWiE:RVlllWED ON- HAY .2, .1974, IN lflE ,PRES&NCZ Q_F AND -

lN ·111~ OFFICE Or HIS ATTOUNEY ,JOH1i r. !JlJ.1.lAftS DF HAUSSiR{'zfifJ 
I 

i~..,;~ ····~-... ,..-

A;;_;,o,:;; VU, - - H--

-D_ep,-,A,D,~Actm._ 
.Dt";:>,•A:D.•lllv,_~. 

A~~t. Di,•,.: ·, 
Admb, _ __ · , 
Cm:rp, S;,d. .• _ 
:s.xt, Atf:tirn _ I 
Fil~ & C J:)'J, .. _ I 

' G ~n. Inv, -~-··- ·/ 
'l'\, l ·--·••­
Jr:•c"l'.t.i';>tt ,. _ ____, 
J:,·,_,, -+-

l 1. : ~•-t 1l'.Y . ...­

.. Pt-:.111, .& Bv/\l, .­
Si~ .:t\ 1~111\ ._ --t- " ...... 

1'1 . ~:;! C_J _ • ll!li___. 

W-~:ll C, un. •·- . 
'.l'ckph'oM lt~ -- · 
Di'reew-r $,~•y __ 

O~VlSO)) At-lD SfCAttUCK1 ·FlFTE:E:i S'.i'ATE .S7.1 '30STON1 -~ASSACRUSCTtS. 

OM APRIL JO, 1974,'w/OO ·illLL.AU CO:tl't\'CT.E-D :tHZ BOSTON 

OFF.ICE 't\tH)'. .CA!iOELLt::lf).P.POltflt·1l~T. 'HE $TATE',) HE. 

WAS WlLLlKG TO HAVE ATl'OfWr:Y \flLL'lAi1S ·1rl1ZHVIEWill lN 

, 1us BZHAU" au1 DID Mor w1sH to a& ? i~E3Ei.JT }UMSiLF. 
,~A,_n,,..,,.4 

Ji~ ·su:r.zo HE -WtG LEAVUlQ THE DOSTOli Afl£A H1-NEDlffl'.r:LY 
' ' ' ("7" -,/ 

TO SP!!fl!J :nrnr~fi or1 roua DAYS l:i 1~1,a1assez~· - rl£·• , . ' 
I 

. ~ 1JOJ ... llrl1EERED 'Il-Utt HE HAO ,!iOl /i:!tJIJ!W &!) A :~Y F;Jl 

.. fll.&S Atiil HAD ·o~,n .. Y HS~~S~Y lf~O\iLiOO£ Qr .,S1JCH 
' . 

I 
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4/26/74

AIRTEL

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) st
FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P*)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS

Re Bureau telephone call 4/26/74.

The Memphis Office has not at any time made available
information concerning this case to WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE,
GEROLD FRANK, GEORGE MC MILLAN, or to any other unauthorized
persons.

2.Bureau
1-Memphis
JCH/mah
(3)

• 
4/26/74 

AIRTEL,. 

TO : DIRECTOR• 'FBI (44-.38861) 

FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (Pok) 

suBJECT s MURKIN 
00: MaiP,HIS 

:Re .Bureau teleph~ne call 4/26/74. 

The Memphis Office has not at any time made available 
"information concerning this case to WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE, 
GEROLD .FRANK, GEORGE MC'MILLAN, or t.o .any other·.unauthorizea 
_persons. · 
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Assoc. Dir.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Dep.-A.D.-Adm

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
Dep-A:D. Inv

Asst. Dire
Admin
Comp. Syst,

NR 003 BS PLAIN Ext - Affairs
Files & Com

TELETYPE Con Inv
7:55 PM URGENT APRIL 29, 1974 JWH Identi

Inspection
TO DIRECTOR

BOSTON (157-644) (P)

put
with Ts

Intell.
Laboratory

FROM Plan & Eval,
Spec. Inv
Training

Legal Count
Telephone Rm.

MURKIN Director Sec'y

RE BUTEL APRIL 26, 1974. 5/7
ON 4/27/74, GEORGE MC MILLAN, 12 HILLARD STREET,

CAMBRIDGE, MASS., ACKNOWLEDGED BEING AUTHOR OF MATERIAL ON

JAMES EARL RAY BUT DECLINED INTERVIEW. STATES FENSTERWALD

HABITUALLY MAKES WILD ACCUSATIONS AND HE DOES NOT FELL ANY

RESPONSE TO THESE IS WARRANTED. MC MILLAN STATES HE HAS

WRITTEN LETTERS TO "JACK" WHO IS JOHN LARRY RAY, BROTHER OF

JAMES EARL RAY. SECOND REASON FOR HIS NOT WISHING TO BE

INTERVIEWED IS THAT CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN HIMSELF AND

JOHN LARRY RAY CONCERNS A SUIT IN FEDERAL COURT BY MC MILLAN

TO GAIN ACCESS TO JOHN LARRY RAY, AN INMATE AT FEDERAL PRISON,

MARION, ILLINIOS. SUIT APPARENTLY ON APPEALTO UNITED STATES

SUPREME COURT.

END PAGE ONE

l
0 

' 1 

• 
'R 03 BS PL AIN 

7t5 5 P,i URGEN)T~PRIL 29 , 1974 J"1H 

TO DIRF~R 

FROM hOST O < 157 ... 644> {P) if:_ 

MURK! N 

RE BUT 'L .~ Pi IL 26 , 19 74. 

N 4/ 27/ ·74, GEORGE C MI U.> 12 HILLARD STREET, 

CAMS IDE, MASS ., ACKNOW LEDG ED BEI G AUTHOR OF ATERIAL ON 

JAMES EA L RAY aur DECLINED INTERV l&W. ST ATE FENSTERWALD 

~BlTU ALLY 'rlA''ES ILD ACCUSATI O S 4ND HE. DOES NOT' F'ELL A Y 

RE PONSE TO THE$"' IS t./ARRANTen . ' C 1ILLAN ST ·rgs HE H s 

WRIT "EN LETTERS TO "J CK" WHO I JOHN LARRY RAY, BROTHER OF 

JAMES EARL RAY. SECOND REASON FOR HIS NOT \H SHlNG TO BE 

l~~ERVIEWED IS THAT CORRESPONDENCE BET £EN HIMSELF AND 

JOHN L RRY RAY CONCERNS . A SUIT I FEDERAL COURT BY MC MILL 

:ro GAH ACCEt"S TO JOHN LARRY RAY, . N INM. TE AT rEDERAl.. PR-ISON , 

M RION , ILLINIOS. SUIT APP _REN!LY O l APP~ALTO UNITED 

SUPREME COURT. 

E D PA GE ONE 

., 
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BS 157-644

PAGE TWO

REVIEW BY OTHER AUTHORS.

ON APRIL 30, 1974, JOHN I. WILLIAMS STATED

HE HAD LAST TALKED WITH MC MILLAN A FEW HOURS

m
EARLIER AND AT THAT TIME MC MILLAN WAS WILLING

TO BE INTERVIEWED PERSONALLY. MWILLIANS STATED

his
HE KNOWS ONLY THAT MC MILLAN DID NOT REVIEW FBI

FILES. for STATED HE WOULD CONTACT BOSTON
pand

OFFICE CONCERNING POSSIBLE INTERVIEW AFTER
his

CONFERRING WITH MC MILLAN UPON 46 HILLAI'S RETURN

FROM TENNESSEE.

BOSTON WILL ARRANGE INTERVIEW WITH MC MILLAY

IF POSSIBLE AND KEEP BUREAU ADVISED.

END

HOLD

ns 1!l1•6'14 

PMl& lk:0 

... 

' 
Oi1 .AP!UL JH., H)74t JOHa ,1. W~f..L.lAM::i .STA'It:D 

'"'• 'f"' Hi HAD l·AS! 'ULKED ~llttf~~MO .NlLL11N A' FEW HOURS' 

.~ ~AHl.l~if 'fdiD AT :rn.rr ll 11.t'~ +1I~AU ~AS -~1t.LlNG 
' I 

} 10 0£ .INtEfiV.ZE 1.fEO ?ZiiSONALLY • ·"r-....:wlt.1..lMJS ·SIA"'!SO 

.Hz 1rnows oriY :taANlc t-tILLAN :DJD .. rJot n1,:vitw FBl 1i,,..._p1, ·t:; . 

1711.ES. /Ji.E-St-AlE-0 Ht· WOtU .. D·:CO!i'l'~AC-I =BOS1A.1~ 

OF'FICE :CfJ·NCtfHllUG POSSlBLlt l!I-TZHVlE·'u 11i:t.f.:H 
~ .A44 

,, COJJFF:1-la-trm ·WITH MC Mlt.1.(i~ -UPOtl :;~~PS -iht1U1:UJ 

7ROM l?N,NZSSZE.- ~ I 

• 
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BS 157-644

PAGE TWO

GEORGE MC MILLAN CALLED BOSTON OFFICE TWO HOURS

LATER AND ASKED THAT HE BE CONTACTED FOR INTERVIEW

4/29/74.

BOSTON WILL INTERVIEW MC MILLAN 4/29/74 TO RESOLVE

ANY POSSIBLE ALLEGATION THAT MAY HAVE RECEIVED

BUREAU REPORTS IN THIS MATTER.

END

PAW FBIHQ

CLR

• 
' 

PAGE TWO 

CEORGE MC .Mll..1.AN CAL\.~ B0ST0tl OFfI ct .T\iO 'HOURS· 

tATER ANO AS.KEO TH.At lie a£ -CONT ACTEI) FOR·' 1 Nt£RVl£W · 
' ' ' 

' , 

·BOSTON lllLL ,1 NTERV.I,EW MC MILLAN 4/29/74 l~ 'RESOLVE 

ANY POSSIBLE ALL£GA110N t>lAT ,HE Mt\Y HAVE RECEIVED 

'BUREAU REPORTS IN THlS MATTER. 
'. 

PAW fBIHQ 

Q..R 

I , ' 

,' 
• J' 

• I (~ 

' I ,j I 
:, ,::·.', .'.'<,.' 

,, 

. I 
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Assoc. Dir.

INVESTIGATION
Dep.-A:D.-Adm

1 Dep.A.D.Inv.
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION Asst. Dir:

Admin.

APR 27 1974
Comp. Syst.
Ext. Affairs

NR02 CO PLAIN

STATES
the Files & Com.

Gen. Inv.

1:51PM URGENT APRIL 27, 1974 RCA Ident.
Inspection
Intell.

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) Laboratory
Plan. & Eval

BOSTON Spec. Inv.
Training

Legal Coun.
FROM COLUMBIA (44-299) (RUC) (IP) Telephone Rm.

Director See'y

MURKIN

Subon
REBUREAUTEL TO COLUMBIA, APRIL 26, 1974. 5/7ON APRIL 27, 1974, MRS. J.E. MCTEER, COFFIN POINT,

FROGMORE, S.C., A NEIGHBOR OF GEORGE MCMILLAN, ADVISED

MOMILLAN'S HOUSE IS CLOSED FOR THE SUMMER AND HE HAS RETURNED

TO 12 HILLIARD STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS., TELEPHONE 547-620.

BOSTON INTERVIEW MCMILLAN AT CAMBRIDGE ADDRESS.

END

RHXXX RXH FBIHQ ACK FOR ONE

CLR

Ering the Howen

NR02. 

TO 

:BOSTOU 

COLUMBIA 

MURKIN ,.,,, 

' ' 

1i,,.i.L .i:,l,.,t:.AU t.1- ~S\'l:ST'.C\TiON 
CO:,f\HJ~;CAT,m~SSECT.lO~ 

27, 

(44-38861) 

(44-299) (RUC) (IP) 
' 

REBUREAUTEL to COLUi1BlA,, .APRIL 2s, 1974. 

ON APRIL 27, 1974, MRS. J.E. MCTEER, COFFIN .POINT, 

FROGMORE, s.c., A tlEIGHBOij OF GEORGE MCMlL\.M4t ADV'lSED 

Assoe, Di?, .,.,,.._ . 
l>ep;-A;D,"!Adm-
1>ep.•A:0.-lnv,_ 
A!&;$,t,JHr.: -Admi:l. ___ _ 

Contp, '$ytt. _ 
EJct. A!bil'$ ___ -

· File.~ .& Com. ,..:..._ 
Gen, ll'lv, __ ___; 
Ide.-it. __ _:_ 

Inw.J~n ~­
I~~ll. -~­
:La~r.ttotY _ 
:Plan. & .Eva!. _ 
S~.lnv .. _ 
Traimr.g -~-

Legal Con._ 
. "Ttltphone Em. __ 

Dil'fftot S«-1 --

MQ'ULLAN'S HOUSE rs· CLOSED FOR THE SUMMER AHD HE HAS RETURNED 
' cl 

'.IO 12 HIU. IARD STREET t CAMBR IO.GE 1 .MASS_. 1 TELEPHONE 547•6S0. 

'BOSTO.N INTERV!EU MCMl~LAH AT. CAMSRIDGE ;ADD~Ess. 

END 

RHXXX RXH FBIHQ ACK "FOR ONE 

Q.R 1 · 
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PLAINTEXT FACSIMILE URGENT

To: SACs Boston (Enclosures 3) 4/26/74
Columbia (Enclosures 3)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 1 - Mr. McDonough

MURKIN

Enclosed are communications from the Department.

For info of receiving offices you will note the Civil
Rights Division requests we interview appropriate Bureau
personnel concerning comments made in correspondence from
Bernard Fensterwald, attorney for James Earl Ray. Fensterwald
asserts that based on correspondence of George McMillan which
he obtained, authors Gerold Frank, William Bradford Huie and
McMillan have had access to FBI reports in the Kingassassination case. In the letter referred to, McMillan
states "sometime before I write this section I am going to
Memphis and look at the FBI file on the case; that's been
made available to me. Knowing what I know some of the
things in that file might look different to me from what they
looked to Frank and Huie."

Bufiles show McMillan has contacted the Bureau
previously for information on the Ray case and other Civil
Rights cases and there is no indication that he has been
furnished information by the Bureau from Bureau files. Ourfiles do show that in January, 1971, in response to his
request for data in the Ray case, the Civil Rights Division
of the Department advised McMillan that the only information
which could be made available to him consisted of documentsfiled on behalf of the States of Tennessee and Missouri
in the extradition proceeding against Ray in British Court.

Appropriate personnel at the Bureau and in the
Memphis Office advise that they have no information that Bureau
reports were furnished McMillan, Frank or Huie in this
matter.

1 - Memphis (Info) (Enclosures 3)

EJM/pwl ) 3 ( SEE NOTE PAGE 2

I 
(, 

PLAlNTEXT FACSIMILE 

To: SACs Boston (Enclosur~s .3) 
Columbia (Enclosures 3) 

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 

,MURRIN 

• 
URGENT 

4/26/74 

l - Mr. McDonough 

r!nclosed are communications from the Department. 

For info ~f ~eceiving offices you will no~the Civil 
l.U.ghts Division requests we interview appropriate Bureau 
personnel concerning comments made in correspondence from 
Bernard .Fensterwa'ld, attorney for James Earl Ray. Fensterwald 
asserts that based on correspondence of George McMillan which 
he obtained, authors Gerold Prank, William Bradford Huie and 
Mc.Mill~ .have had access to FBI report~ in the King 
assassination case. ~n the letter ~eferred to, McMillan 
states Msometime before 'I write thi"s .section I am going to 
Memphis and look at the FBI file on the case, that's been 
made available to me. Knowing what X know some of the 
things in that file might look different to lne from what they 
looked to .Pxank and Huie.ft 

Bufiles ·show McMillan has contacted the Bureau 
previously for information ~n ·the Ray case and other civil 
Rights cases and there ~s no indication that he has been 
furnished information by ·the Bureau from Bureau files. Our 
files do show that in January, 1971, in .response to his 
request for data in.the Ray case, the Civil Rights Division 
of the Department advised McMi"llan that the only information 
which could .be made available to him consisted of documents 
filed on behalf of the States of Tennessee and Missourr , 
in the extradition proceeding against Ray in British Court. 

Appropriate personnel at the Bureau _ana in the 
-Memphis Office advise that they have no information that -·Bureau 
reports were ;furnished McMillan, Frank or Huie in ·this 
:matter. 

1 - Memphis (Info) (Enclosures 3) 

EJM/pwl ) ·3 ( SEE NOTE PAGE 2 ••• 
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Facsimile to SACs Boston
Columbia

Re: MURKIN
44-38861

Bureau files indicate that McMillan in
December, 1973, was in Coffin Point, Frogmore, South
Carolina, although the letterhead on his letter of 9/14/73
sets forth a Cambridge, Massachusetts, address.

The Boston and Columbia Offices should immediately
attempt to ascertain whereabouts of McMillan in order that
he can be interviewed to resolve any possible allegationthat he, Frank or Huie have received Bureau reports in this
matter. Handle immediately and keep Bureau advised of
developments. Sutel summary of results of interview
of McMillan and follow with LHM. This is to be vigorously
pursued until resolved.

NOTE: See General Investigative Division informative
note dated 4/26/74, EJM/bap.

2

,._,.. ~~-:J-

.... ~ - • 
--..... :• ,, 

·Facsimile ·to SACs Boston 
Columbia 

·Re: MURKIN 
44-.38861 

Bureau ·fi1es indicate that McMillan in 
December, 1973., was 'in Coffin Point, Frogmore, South 
Carolina, although the letterhead on his letter of ,9/14/7-3 
sets forth a Cambridge, Massachusetts, address. 

The Boston and Columbia Offices should immediately 
attempt to .ascertain whereabouts of McMillan in order that 
he can :be interviewed to .resolve any _possible a1·1egation 
that he, Frank or Huie have received ·Bureau reports in this 
matter. Handle immediately and keep .Bureau advised of 
deve·lopments. Su tel summary of ·results of interview 
of :McMillan and .follow with 'LHM. This is ·to ,be vigorously 
pursued unt1·1 resolved. 

NOTE: .see General Investigative Di vi•sion .informati v.e 
·note :dated 4/26/74, EJM/bap. 

2 
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GENERAL INVES GATIVE DIVISION

civil Rights Division requests
we interview appropriate Bureau personnel
concerning comments made in correspondence
from Bernard Fensterwald, attorney for
James Earl Ray. Fensterwald asserts that
based on correspondence of George McMillan
which he obtained, authors Gerold Frank,
William Bradford Huie and McMillan have had
access to FBI reports in the King assassination
case. In the letter referred to, McMillan
states "sometime before I write this sectionI am going to Memphis and look at the PBIfile on the case; that's been made available
to me. Knowing what I know some of the
things in that file might look different to
me from what they looked to Frank and Huie."

Bufiles show McMillan has contacted the
Bureau previously for information on the Ray
case and other Civil Rights cases and thereis no indication that he has been furnished
information by the Bureau from Bureau
files. Our files do show that in January,
1971, in response to his request for data
in the Ray case, the Civil Rights Division
of the Department advised McMillan that the
only information which could be made
available to him consisted of documents filed
on behalf of the states of Tennessee and
Missouri in the extradition proceeding against
Ray in British Court.

Appropriate personnel at the Bureau and
in the Memphis Office advise that
they have no information that Bureau reports
were furnished McMillan, Frank or Huie in
this matter.It is recommended we interview McMillan
and pin this down and upon receipt of
results, Civil Rights Division and Fensterwaldwill be appropriately advised.

JM:bap monough

1 
'jiENE~L I~ESp~v~fffflN 
... :.._ . 

Civil Rights Division requests ' 
·we .interview appropriate Bureau personnel 
concerning comments made in correspondence 
,from Bernard Pensterwald, attorney for 
James Earl ltay. Penstervald asserts that 
baaed on correspondence of George·McMillan 
which he obtained, authors Gerold Frank, 
William Bradford Huie and McMillan have.had 
access to'.FBI :reports in the·King assassination 
case. YD the .1etter referred to, McMillan 
states •sometime before I write this section 
·x am going to Memphis and look at the PBI 
file on the case, that 1s been made available 
to me. bowing what .l: know some of the 
things in that tile might look different to 
me from what they looked to !'rank and nuie.• 

, · 1tufiles show McMillan has contacted the 
Bureau previously for information on the Ray 
case and other Civil Rights cases and there 
is no indication that he has been furnished 
information by the Bureau from Bureau 
files. Our files do show 'that in January, 
1971, in response to his request for data 
in the Ray cue,·t:he Civil Rights.Division 
of the l>epartaent advised McMillan that the 
only_ infQrmation.•which could be made 
available··to him conai•ted of documents fi.le4 
on behalf ot the states of Tennessee and 
Missouri in the _extradition proceeding against 
by in British Court.. 

Appropriate peraonnel.at the Bureau and 
in the Memphis OffiCNt advi.ae that. 
they have no.informat.ion that.Bureau reports 
were .furniahed McMillan, ftank or lluie in 
thia 11atur. / 

:It .is recOlllllended we J.aterviev McMillan 
and pi.a this down and upon. receipt. of 
·results, Civil Right• Division and Fensterwal.d 
vill: be •pproprlate1y adYiaed. ·' · · 

"QM:bap ~~~ 
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APR 241974
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

JSP:FDA:SH:bmp
J. Stanley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney General DJ 144-72-662
Civil Rights Division

Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Reference is made to your investigation of the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., Bureau file
#44-38861, and the attached correspondence between this
Division and Mr. Bernard Fensterwald, attorney for James
Earl Ray.

Mr. Fensterwald asserts that authors Gerold
Frank, William Bradford Huie and George McMillan have
had access to FBI reports in connection with this
matter.

Please interview the appropriate Bureau personnel
who may have information, or comments, with regard to
Mr. Fensterwald's assertion and advise us whether there
is any indication that these authors had access to the
reports as asserted.

. _; 

... 

' . 

J. Stanlcy'PottL~gcr 
Assistant Attomey General 
Civil Rights Division 

- -, l, 

,c •-1~,t .'411t; ,,..,, ,, I_, :-:~ 

-~, -Yb )f ~ ·•,,':} !-' 

.JSP: FDA: SH: bmp 

DJ 144-72-662 

~" ,, ,..--..~. ~~ 
·, __ j:i· 

• - . ·((i 
,l' ,_ 

' 

,~, ' r l::; ' • -._" 

- Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Reference is made to your investigation of the 
asaaaaination of Martin Luther King, Jr., Bureau file 
#44-38861, and the attached correspondence between this 
'Division and Mr. Bernard Fensterwald, attomey for James 
Earl Ray. 

. ~ 

Mr. Fensterwald asserts that authors Gerold 
Frank~ William Bradford Huie and George McMillan have 
had access to FBI reports in' connecti<?D with this 
matter. 

Please interview the appropriate Bureau personnel 
who may have information, or comments, with regard to · 
Mr. Fenaterwald'a assertion and advise ua whether there 
is any indication that these authors had access to the 
t."eports aa asserted. 

' " . I ·• l 

,, ., -. 
, . 

I I 

,, 
~· ·rit~}~ 

. " 
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ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

APR 241974

Mr. Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.
Law Offices
Fensterwald and Ohlhausen
910 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Fensterwald:

This is to reply to your letter of March 27, 1974,
enclosing a letter from one George McMillan to John Larry
Ray, and requesting access to our investigative file
pertaining to the assassination of Reverend Martin Luther
King.

As an investigative file pertaining to a possibleviolation of federal criminal statutes, this material is
specifically exempted from disclosure pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act. See 5 U.S.C. $552. Anydisclosure of the contents of this file would be contraryto Department policy and regulations.

I regret that we could not be of more assistance.

Sincerely,

K. William o' Connor
Deputy Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Division

l 

~ ' 1 , 
f 
j 

i 
I 

l. , 

l 
l 
1 

I 
\ 

I , 
1 

. . . , . .. :.-

Mr. Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. 
Law Offices 
Fensterwald and Ohlhausen· 
,910 Sixteenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.c. 20006 

Dear Mr. Fensterwald: . 

.. 
- .. 

' } This is to reply to your lette~ of March 27, 1974, 
enclosing a letter from one George McMillan to John Larry 
Ray, and requesting access to our investigative file 

-,. pertaining to the assassination of Reverend Martin Luther 
King. : 

As an investigative file pertaining to a possible 
violation of federal criminal statutes, this material is 
specifically exempted from disclosure pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act. See 5 u.s.c. §552. Any 
disclosure of the contents of this file would be contrary 
to Department policy and regulations. 

I regret that we could not be of more assistance • 

. Sincerely, 

· ., K. William 0 1 Connor 
-. Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

. . :·'a . • ··-~civil Rights Division ., 
'/'. . \,,;"' .. ; e, .,.,/_-._- ·i '• •,• ._• ' " - , ' 

. ! ., - ' -
\ 

'....L.....-

,.,, .} '" . . 
- - ,JO ~ 

·' . 
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Las Offices
FENSTERWALD AND OHLHAUSEN

910 SIXTEENTH STREET. N. W.

WASHINGTON. D. c. 20006
TELEPHONE (202) 223-1667

BERNARD FENSTERWALD. JR NEW YORK ASSOCIATES
WILLIAM G. OHLHAUSEN

BASS & ULLMAN
GORDON F. HARRISON 342 MADISON AVENUE

OF COUNSEL
NEW YORK N. Y. 10017

March 27, 1974

Mr. William O' Connor
550 11th St., N.W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:
I enclose a copy of a letter which I obtained, and whichshould be of interest to you. It is from George McMillan,well known writer and hopeful biographer of James Earl Ray;it is to John Ray, Jame's brother.
As you will note, McMillan claims access to the FBI fileand asserts that both Gerold Frank and William Huie hadaccess.

If this is true, and I have reason to believe it is trueat least in the cases of Huie and Frank, I believe that I,as Ray's attorney, am entitled to access. In fact, I believeI'm entitled under the FOI Act as an individual. It wouldbe to everyone's advantage, I believe, to let me examine itquietly rather than after a big, public flap.
Would you look into this and take it up with your elders.
Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

Bud
Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.BF:crf

Encl
PS. 144-72-662Despite our best efforts, Ray is still in solitary; TICE Rstarting his 18th month. E
We go to Houston to depose Percy Foreman on)ApriApBra don joy!! APR.2 1974

smith epts,allation him
O.h.0.a.

CH. RIGHTS DIV.

. ' . - ry 

_.::-: ... ___ ., .... ... .. . •_ :. · ·.:. · , £cw eJ/licu 

I 

.. 
FENSTER'WALD A.ND Om.HAUSEN 

. . . 
WILLIAM 0. OHLHAUSEN 

GOROON F. HARRISON 
BASS a ULLMAN 

, 342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YOltl(, N. Y, 10017 
j or COUNSEL. 

I' '. l' 

Mr. William O'Connor 
550 llth St., N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 

I 

Dear Bill: 

,March 27, 1974 

. . 

I enclose a copy of a letter which I obtained, and which should be of· interest to you. It is .from George McMillan, well known writer and hopeful biographer of James Earl Rag; it is to John Ray, Jame's brother. 

As you ~ill note, McMillan claims access to the FBI £ile and asserts that both Gerold Frank and William Huie had 
access. 

• If this is true, and I have reason to believe it is true at least .in the cases of Huie and Frank, I believe that -I, as Ray's att:orne_y, am ent-itled to access. ·xn fact, I believe I'm entitled under the FOI Act as an individual. It- would be to everyone's advantage, I believe, to let me examine it quietly rather than after a big, public flap. 

·would you look into this and take it up with your elders. 

Warmest regards. 

. . 

·I BF:cr 
Encl ,. 
PS. 

Sincerely, 
~ • I - ~' •; ~ ,. ~ - • " 

- - • • ~ ~ - ' • • I '• . ~ . ' . ' .. . 

~~~\:;';-_ - \ •• ,., '• -'~ ,,,.._ •• '•• •• ,a•,, ~•; :,.,•.· 

' Bernard Fenster'wald, Jr. 

\ 
\ 

Despite our best efforts, Ra:y is still in 
__ ,_ .. ==-- -:?' ;2-& 2 
s9i' t'ar'y / /.' ·7 ~- ~:TiCf f R 

,n);ApriJ\p~.z:'2 1974 l starting his 18th month. 
We go to Houston to depose Percg Foreman 
Oh joy!! 

.~ ·µ. ~· . I ~ 
~ ~ ; ~ o~ I ~f><\'P" . .. 

l., 
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GEORGE MCMILLAN
12 IIILLIARD DIRECT

CAMBRIDGE, MACE 02138 Sept 14, 1973
PHONE 617-547-6260

Dear Jack:

That was a good letter you wrote about
the blackberries, etc. Feacock is now living in
Lewiston, not far from Ewing. I heard that his wifeis an alcoholic and that be isn't doing much of
anything hibself.

MV lawsuit to see you goes on, in fact my
lawvers expect sore kind of decision from the federal
judge here in Boston within next two weeks. But, evenif he acts in =V fever, the government has recourses
which will still delay my seeins you. I am now well
alonz with my book and an working against a hard
deadline of Kareb 15, 1973. it is the absolute last
date on which I can do anything with L.V manuscript.That beans it will ce published in the Fall of 1974,about a year from now. Book publishing is a veryslow affair.

The thing I want to talk with you about
now is about what went on between you
and Jimmy and Jerry and Jimmy in that year between
the time be escaped from Jeff City and was arrestedin London. I especially want is know about the time
between Jeff City and escals. What I most want to
do is check with you the story Jerry told me in
Chicaro in the surmer of 1972 when I went out there
two times to interview him. He told me one hell of alot stuff. Then be sent me a take on which be said
be had conned me. I put all the stuff I not from him
aside, tellinz cvself 1: was crobably all a lot ofshit. Cher the other day I looked at it again, readit all over carefully I chanced my mind about it.I decided that Jarry had told as the truth, that allthe stuff was pretty such seue, that zavbe be hadlied to me about some names, invented somebine hereor there, cut that the general story as as tolo me wastrue. That's what I believe now, and I mean to usethe stuff.

But I want to check it as such as I canI've already checked a couple of things is they veturned cut to ice true. Sometime before write this
o section andfile on case:

U) file lock different : = tear LOOKECF to Frank and :Mie
(More)

;~ 
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• Dear Jack: 

• • .. kt 
Gtonct Mc:Ma.:..M1 

CAMElRlOGC:, ~•A.t<!' o::ue 
PH0"1t 6t7-~4? 0 t:ZC.O 

Sept 14, 1$73 

That was a .~ood letter you wrote about 
the clack::erries, -e~c. Peacock 1s now 11v1n~ in 
Lewiston, not far fro$ !win!. I heard that his wife 
1s an aicohol1c anc tnat he 1sn 1 t doing ~uch of 
anythins-hioself. 

.. 
Kv lawsuit to see you goes on, in fact ~y 

lawvers ex~ect soxe k1na of aecis1on fro~ the federal 
Ju~~e here~1c ~oston within next two weeks. Sut, even 
if he acts ·in =r _f aver, ·the f.OV(·rn=ent has recour~es 
which wi:11 st11l cela_y =.y seein~· you. I a::: now wel1 
alon~ vith ~v ~ook snd a~ uork1n~ a=ainst a hard 
~o ~1•• -"' :, ,...,...:,.. lh ic7-: ':• i ;;. ,.:1,.C!o·1u•e ·,,,Qt ~-a"' _ne o~ .-.a .. -·• ..... , • ..,, , ✓• ... ~ . s ... oe a"'... "' ... ~ .. date on which l can do anytb1~t with ~y canuscript. 
'T''r.~t ""!oa...,c: ~ .. •-'111 ..... 0 '"''"",~ .... '.-\,.,.c' 1~· ·+:.-.~ :;,,,,, "f 1c,...,'· _,4 -~ .,..._ •j...,. •" \.'1- ~.t" t"--'..._,.J,...;..;a,,:;.. -.• ""'--•- • Q'.,;,,..- V , ;A-fl, 
about a year fro~~ now. ~cok putl!shing ls a very 
slow affair. 

• t, C 0 
a•vt.•- • 
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sept 2-, 10/1

GEORGE MCMILLAN
12 HILLIARD STREET

CAMBRIDGE MASS. 02133
PHONE 617-547-6200

What I would like X3 more. than anything is to
check Jerry's story with you. What do you think about
doing it by mail? I've just been taking for gaanted
that this is something you |wouldn't want to write me
about. An I wrong? Let me know. If it's OK with you,it's 6K with ae.

And I swill XOXX pay you something for your
help. Not'a cig sum. And I won't pay in advance. I've
been had too often for that. But I will pay as we go
along.

And if we don't do it now, I don't know when
we will ever do it. Time is running out for me,
And I'm coing to use something SO it night as well be
the straight story.

I would like to talk with Jimmy. Ije Tennessee
officials have given me permission. But Jimmy won't
see me, just as he hasn't seen any writer. Jerry saysthat if Jimmy's current appeal is turned down in
Cincinnati that Jimmy is going to talk, hold a press
conference. Well, I doubt that there would be such for
me in that press conference. Both Stoner and Soreman
have ursed Jimmy to talk with me cut : ensterwald does
not want him to.

I think he should. Mine is the East book that's
going to be done in the foreseeable future. And be
can't sell another "story" like he sold to Huie.
Nobody is going to pay him anymore unless they check the
story in advance. Oh, maybe some IV network night pay
him a relatively small sum for an or-camera interview.
But that wouldn't help anybody.

One zore question. Do you have any picturesof your faxily? Y ur mother? Any old pictures of
any kind of any member of the family?

Look forward to hearing from you soin.

Sincerel

Mr. John Larry Ray #86798 ToVarionIllinois
mm

PS Is Loving South Octobr 1st SO answer this letter tome a: Coffin Point
Frozzore, South Garclina 20020
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G[OA<a: McM1~tj,.~ 
1; HILJ..IARO STRt'd 

CAM'Rf:IIOGf. Vii,~$. 0:1:e 

f>HONt ~,7.:;47.c,zc;o 

• 

Whet I would like~~ ~ore. th3n anytbin~ ~s to 
check Jerry I s story w1 th you. ,,..-hat do you th1rt a"cout 
doin; 1t by.mail? r•v~.Just ~een takic~ ~or geanted 
tbat thie ·1s someth1n~ ·you jwo~lcn I t want to wr-1 te ::e 
atout. A~ I wron~? Let ~e know. If it's OK with vou, 
1 t I s - 6~ w1 th :ie., ---: " 

And I ~will ~~~x oav you so~ething for your 
help. ~ot ~ bi~ iu~. Andi won't pay in advance. ~•ve 
"ceen had too~or£en ~or that. Sut I will pay as we ~o· 

~ -along. 

And if we don~t do it now,~ don't know ~hen 
~e will ever do ~t. I~~s 1~ running out ~or ~e 1 

And ! 1 m fOing to use so~ething so it ~ight as well be 
the straight story. 

I would like to ta1k with J1m:uy. :!je 7ennessce 
officials have given :ie per.:..ission. Sut Ji~my won't 
see ~e, just as he hasn't seen any ~riter. ~erry says 
that -if J.immy I s current appeal is turned down :in 
Cincinnati that J:~~Y is go1n~ to ta1l, nolc a press 
conference. ·rt~ll, I doubt tbat there would ·ce :men :'or 
ce 1n that press conferenc·e. Both Stone:-- snd FoU;::.a;:::. 
have u ·C"°C . ~ "!:":"l"l • ,, • !,. ?.ie ~ut :: .er:~terwalc coes 
not want him to. 

. 

' . 

I think he should. .:--z1ne 1s -t_he ~ast book that's 
going to ce done ~n the foreeeea~le ~uture. And he 
can't sell .. another "story" like he sole to Huie. 
Nobocy is going to pay hi= ar.y~ore unless tcey check the 
~tory in adva~ce. Ob, ~aybe eo~e ?V network ui5ht pay 
hi~ a relativelv s~all su~ tor an oc-ca=era interview. 
But that wouldnit helo anvbocv. 

.. ., Ill 111 . 
One zore oues ti on. ·!)o vou have anv O1.~t't?res 

•z- ~ 11 ? " - • • ., O.i. . your .i. a:n y Y"ur ::!jOther? Any old pie tu res of 
any kind or .anv me~cer of the familv? . . ., 

!-1r. John 
Xarion 
Illinois 

Look forward to hear!.ff.:'.' !'roo 

• Sine~, 

L - -.1..re.6798 / V arry r..ay _ _ 

you soan • 

rs I~in;,: 
=e a: ... South Ccto~r 1st so e~twer t~1s lo::er ~, 

Coff 1 ~ ·roin~ 
Frog~ore; South 6a~cllna 29~20 
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Dissemination
Routing Slip
FD-417 (9-12

(Copies to Offices Checked)

To: Director, Att.Supervisor THRODGRE M. GARDNER
SAC. Room 2258, Division 6

Albany Houston Oklahoma City
Albuquerque Indianapolis Omaha
Alexandria Jackson Philadelphia
Anchorage Jacksonville Phoenix
Atlanta Kansas City Pittsburgh
Baltimore Knoxville Portland
Birmingham Las Vegas Richmond
Boston Little Rock Sacramento
Buffalo Los Angeles St. Louis
Butte Louisville Salt Lake City
Charlotte Memphis San Antonio
Chicago Miami San Diego
Cincinnati Milwaukee San Francisco
Cleveland Minneapolis San Juan
Columbia Mobile Savannah
Dallas Newark Seattle
Denver New Haven Springfield
Detroit New Orleans Tampa
El Paso New York City Washington Field
Honolulu Norfolk

Date 4/19/74
RE:

MURKIN

REMARKBO Dr. RUSSELL HADLEY. Enclosed is
Xeroxod copy of Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau
dated 10/9/68, enclosing copy of FD-302 regard-
ing interview with Dr. HADLEY.

Re XAVIER VON KOSS. Enclosed is Xeroxed
copy of Los Angelos teletypo, dated 4/13/68,
and FD-302, dated 4/16/68, regarding negative
interview of VON KOSS. Enclosed is Xeroxed
copy of Los Angeles teletype dated 4/16/68,
regarding positivo interview with VON KOSS. No
FD-302 is available for VON KOSS.

SAGJAMES L. STARTZELL
BU 44-38861

FILE #: LA 44-1574 OFFICE LOS ANGELES

Dissemination 
Routing Slip A 
FP-417 <9·1~ 

•, , (Copies to Offices Checked) 

To::cJ Directot. Att.Snperv!nor '?HEQDOOB M. GABDNBR 
C,lSAC. Room22~8- Divinion 6 

D Al!»ny 
□ Albuq1,1erq1,1e 

§. Alexan~ia 
"Anchorage 
Atlanta 

8 Baltimore 
Bi~ingh~ 

Cl Boston 
0 B1,1ffalo 
□ B1,1tte 

; CJ Charlotte 
□ Chicago 

8. - Cincinnati 
Cleveland 

c:J~lumbia 

8 Dallas 
Denver , b Detroit 

8 El Paso 
Honolulu 

RE: 

8 Houston 
India.napolis 

§ J'acksoi:\ 
Jacksonville 
Kai:i.sas City 

§ Knoxvj.lle 
Las Vegas 
Little Rock 

Cl Los Angeles 
Cl Louisville 
□ Memphis 
c:)Miami 

8 Mil wa\lkee 
Minneapolis 

Cl Mobile 

8 Newark 
New Havei:i 

□ New Orleans 

8 New York City 
Notfolk 

§ Oklahoma City 
O=.aha 
Philadelphia. 

CJ Phoenix w Pittsburgh 

8 Portland 
Richmond 

D Sacra:ro.ento 

8 St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 

8 San Antonio 
San Diego 

□ San Francisco 
□ San Juan 

~

- ·Savannah 
Seattle · 
Springfield 
Tampa 
Washington Field 

REMARl<Ro Dr. RUSSELL WIDIEY. Encl()sed is 
'Xe11oxod. cop7 of Los Angeles airto1 to tho Bureau 
· dated 10/9/68• cnclosing copy or PD-302 1.•eg8J.~ .. 
ing intervioY with ~. HADIBY .. 

Ro XAVT-ER VON xoss. Enclosed is Xeroxed 
. ·· :.;cop7 of Los J..ngclos telemo,, dated 4/13/68, 

and P.D-3021 dated 4/16/68, rege.rding negativo 
iutervi-ew of VON KOSS. Enclosed. is Xeroxed ' 

·copy of Los • .\nge1e3 telotypo da.tod 4/'lh/68• 
regarding positive :1hte1~V'ietr tdth.VOlf KOSS. No 
FD--302 is availa.blo foii VOlf KOSS. ' ' . 

.,, , Jf sAcJAMES L~ Si'.ARCZBLL-
BU 44-38861 /, --~ ·• 

FILE #: LA 114-1574 QFFI~E LOS .ANGEms -
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Mr. Franck 11-27-73

Outweck
Murlain ts

G. E. Malnfoldt

GEORGE MOMILLAN
FROGMORE, SOUTH CAROLINA
REQUEST FOR DATA FROM OUR FILES ON JAMES EARL RAY

Captioned individual called Bureau Headquarters on
11-26-73 and was referred to Farrington of the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) Unit. Mr. McMillan advised that he
was working on a book concerning James Earl Ray which he hoped
to eventually be published by Little, Brown and Company. In
this regard, he stated that he had received various data on Ray
which he feels is accurate but which he would like to have
verified by the FBI. This information included evidence that
there was, in fact, no conspiracy involved in Ray's slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King. He would also like to verify some
information coming to his attention concerning Ray's activities
while in prison and his association with one Stumm.

The provisions of the FOIA, particularly the exemp-
tion covering investigatory files compiled for law enforcement
purposes that were not over 15 years old, were explained to
him. Although he was quite disappointed over our inability
to cooperate with him, he claimed that he fully understood.
He stated that he would be back in touch with us some time
in the future to determine if our position on furnishing him
data on James Earl Ray had changed.

Our files reveal that Mr. MaMillan is a free-lance
writer who has contacted the Bureau on a number of occasions
previously concerning the James Earl Ray case and various
civil rights investigations conducted by the FSI in the South.
As recently as January, 1971, in response to his request for
data from the James Earl Ray case, the Department advised him
that the only information which could be made available to him
consisted of documents filed on behalf of the States of
Tennessee and Missouri in the extradition proceedings concerning

I - Mr. Franck
1 - Mr. Miller
1 - Mr. Gebnardt BEC.D CERTIFICATE
1 - Mr. Heile mesy1 - Mr. Malsfeldt

JCF:law (7) for CONTINUED - OVER
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G. E. Malmfeldt to Mr. Franck memo
Re: George McMillan

Ray in the British Court. Since it was the Department'sintention to make those limited papers available in the
future to authors, publishers or members of the public who
wished to inspect then, Mr. McMillan was invited, by the
Department, to review those documents only.
RECOMMENDATION:

For information in the event Mr. McMillan contacts
the Bureau in the future.

- 2 -

7 . 

V:··. -~~{:_. 
I ' ., 

.. ,., • ......... 
--~~ 

, ... 

c;. 2. Ualmfelat to Mr'"' Franck .nemo 
'Rei Qeorge :McMillan 

Ray .in the .Dritish Court. Since .it w.as ·the Departnent•s 
intention to :make· those ·11mite<l':pa:pers ·available in tl1e 
future tQ authors> ·publishers or ~.e."::\bera of the pw,l·ic ,-:lto 

•wished to inspect ·then, Hr. ·ucMillan was .invited, by -the 
Departni.ent, -to revie~'those documents only, / . ,, 

'RECOMME!IDATIOtJ f 

, .For inforr~tlon in- :t.be event Mr. McMillan contacts 
.the .nuroau ·in -the future. 

·, I 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



4/23/74
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

MURKIN 3
your 4/15/74

DJ-144-72-662 JSP:FDA:SH:bmp

XX C

2
NOTE: Reference is made to my memorandum dated 4/19/74.

Enclosed is a copy of interview of Dr. Russell
Hadley dated 10/2/68 in Los Angeles and a copy of
a negative contact with Xavier Von Koss on 4/13/68.

• • 
4/23/74 

CIVIL.RIGHTS DIVISION 

MURKIN 

your 
DJ-144-72-662 

j/l5/74 
JSP:FDA:SH:bmp 

2 
NOTE: Reference is made to my memorandum dated 4/19/74. 

Encloeed .is a-copy ot interview .of Dr. Russell 
Hadley dated ·10/2/68 ·1n Los Angeles and a copy of 
a ne_gative contact with Xavier Von Koss on 4/13/68. 
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4/17/74

AIRTEL

5/3
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau telephone call to Memphis, 4/16/74.

Enclosed for the Bureau are original and 4 copies
of LHM dated and captioned as above.

No local dissemination is being made of this LHM.

As net forth in enclosed LHM, information con-
tained in Memphis files reflect that for several days prior
to 4/3/68, the date of KING'S arrival in Memphis, members
of his staff were registered at the Lorraine Motel, and
KING himself upon his arrival at Memphis went directly to
the Lorraine Motel and registered. There is no indication
whatsoever that he was registered at the Holiday Inn Rivermont
or that he had any intention of staying at the Holiday Inn
Rivermont on his 4/3/68 trip to Memphis.

( 3 /- Bureau (Encs. 5)
2 - Memphis
HSL:mrp
(5)

I 

l 
), 

4/17/74 

DiltBCTOR, 181 (4i-38881) 

, SAC, _DIIPHIS (44-1987) '(P) 

SUBJICT: .lluaKIH 
,...:2f:,..,....... .... 

• .. 

Be Bureau telephone call to Jleaph:ia, 4/16/74. 

Bncl<aed 1or the Bureau are original and 4 copies 
ot LIU( dated and captioned u above. 

Ho local diaae■inatlon 1e being made of thie Ulll • 

.Aa ■et tortb in encl~ecl LBII, information con­
tained in l&eapbia files ,reflect that for _eeveral clays prJ.or 
to 4/3/68, tbe date ·of XIHG'• arrival in lleapb·ta, aeaber• 
·ot hie atatt were ·regiaterecl •t the J.orralne .Motel, and 
JCIHG ·himelf upon his arrival at ·11eapbia went •directly to 
the -Lorraine Motel and registered. 'Jhere 1a no ind1cat10ll 
wbataoewr that be wu re1tatered ·at -the Holiday Inn Rlveraont 
or that be 'had any intention of ataying at the Holiday Inn 
Riveraont on .his 4/3/68 trip to lleapbis • 

(__ 3 1- Bureau (Jhlce. 5) 
·2 - lle•phill 
HSL:arp 
(5) 
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4/19/74
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION

Murkin
THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

your 4/15/74
FDA:sh DJ 144-72-662

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxletterhead memorandum
4/17/74 Memphis

XX(F) JCL:njg

(1)

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 

FDA:sh 

4/17/74 

-XX(F) JCLtnjg 

(1) 

4/15/74 

'locxxxxxxxxxxxxxxletterhead memorandum 
Memphis 

' r ,, 
I 

-, 
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4/17/74

AIRTEL

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Bureau telephone call to Memphis, 4/16/74.

Enclosed for the Bureau are original and 4 copies
of LHM dated and captioned as above.

No local dissemination is being made of this LHM.

As set forth in enclosed LHM, information con-
tained in Memphis files reflect that for several days prior
to 4/3/68, the date of KING'S arrival in Memphis, members
of his staff were registered at the Lorraine Motel, and
KING himself upon his arrival at Memphis went directly to
the Lorraine Motel and registered. There is no indication
whatsoever that he was registered at the Holiday Inn Rivermont
or that be had any intention of staying at the Holiday Inn
Rivermont on his 4/3/68 trip to Memphis.

3 - Bureau (Kncs. 5)
2 - Memphis
HSL:mrp
(5)

AIJtTBL 

_ftCII: 

4/17/74 

' I 

J>IUCTOR_, J'BI '(44-388tl) 

SAC, IIBIIPIII8 (44-1987)- (P) 

SU&JBCT: JIUHIM 

I• 

lie Bure_au -telephone call to lfeapbia,. 4/16/74. 

bclaaed for ·tbe Bureau :are criglnal and 4 ·copiea 
of LIDI .dated alMI ~ptlonecl u above. -

llo local diaaea1nat1011 ia being ll&de of thia ·LJIM. 

Aa aet tortll .in enelGINMI LHII, -inforation con­
tained in ·11eaphia 1iles reflect .that for eeveral da111 prior 
to 4/3/68, the .elate of XIlfG'• .arrlYal in 11.eapbia, __ abera 
.of hia ataff wre -regiatered ·at tbe .Larraine llotel, and 

_ KIN bu.elf upon bill arrival at lleapbia wnt directly ·to 
tbe .Lorraim.Motel. and reciatered. 'lbere ia no ·iadication 
wbataoewr tbat bt wu reciatered at the Holiday Inn B1wer.aont 
or that be bad any ·intention of ataying at the Holiday .Inn · 
Riveraont Oil hill 4/3/~ tr.ip to lleaphia. · 

/' 
ta.1

- Bureau (Inca. 5) 
2 - Meaph:IJI 
BSL:ilrp 
(&) 

,I 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF NVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Memphis, Tennessee
File No. April 17, 1974

RE: MURKIN

On March 28, 1968, Mr. D. A. Murphy, Chief,
Reservation Section, American Airlines, Memphis, Tennessee,
advised Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., arrived Memphis Municipal
Airport from Atlanta, Georgia, at 10:22 A.M on March 28,
1968.

Lt. E. H. Arkin, Intelligence Unit, Memphis,
Tennessee, Police Department, advised on March 28, 1968,
that a motorcycle escort provided by the Memphis Police
Department escorted Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his
party to the intersection of Hernando and Linden Avenue,
Memphis, where King joined a massive march of approximately
7,000 persons. This march primarily sponsored by the
Memphis sanitation workers had begun at 10:00 A.M. from
Clayborn Temple and had proceeded to the intersection of
Hernando Street and Linden Avenue when Dr. King joined the
march on foot at 10:50 A.M.

Lt. Arkin advised as this march continued at
11:10 A.M. on March 28, 1968, the marchers became completely
unruly, store windows were broken, looting began, and at
11:15 A.M. Dr. King made the statement that he had to get
out of there.

Lt. M. E. Nichols of the Memphis Police Department
advised that at approximately 11:15 A.M. Dr. King, Rev. Ralph
Abernathy, and three others of Dr. King's staff ran from the
head of this march to Front Street between McCall and Gayoso
where they attempted to commandeer a white panel truck in
an effort to get away from the march. The driver of the
white panel truck refused to help. One of Dr. King's
associates then stopped a white Pontiac occupied by two
Negro women and they were asked if they would assist in
getting King out of danger. One of King's aides:Alid behind
the steering wheel, King and three other members of his staff
entered the rear seat of the Pontiac, and the car was driven

In Reply, Plea# Ref~ to 

FikNo. 

UNITED STATES ·DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE­

.F.ED.EllAL ·BUREAU O}' 'INVESTIGATION 

Keaphis, Tennessee 
April 17, 1974 

u: mmxm 
, I 

On Karch 28, 1968, Kr. D. A. llUrphy, Chief, 
Reservation Section, American Airlines, llemphfs, TeJU1essee, 
advised Dr •. Martin Luther King, Jr., arrived Memphis Kunicipal 
Airport fror1 Atlanta, Georgia, at 10:22 A.11. on Karch -28, 
1968. 

.Lt. •• H •. Arkin, Intelligence Unit, ·11eaphis, 
Tennessee, Police .Departaent, advised :on March 28, .1968, 
that a ·aotorcycle escort provided by the -Me•pbis Police 
Depart•nt escorted Dr. llartin Luthe~ lCing, -Jr. , and his 
part:, to the intersection of llernanclo and Linden Avenue, 
.Memphis, ·where Xing _joined a :u.Mive aarch of ·approxiaately 
? ,ooo persons. Tb:la ·march priaarily .sponsored by the 
Meaphis sanitat~on workers had begun at 10:00 A.•:.t frODl 
Clayborn 'l'eaple and .had proceeded to the intersection of 
Hernando .Street ·and Linden Avenue when .Dr. Xing joined the 
aarch ·on foot -at ·.10:50 A.II. , 

' ' 

l.t. Arkin advised .as this .march continued at, 
11:10 A.11. on.I.larch 28, 1.968, the aaarchera became coapletely 
unruly, store windows were ·~oken, ~looting began, ,and at 
11:15 A;M • . Dr. Xing aade ·the JJtatement that 'he had ·to get 
out of there • 

. Lt. K. :B. Nichols ,of tbe Kemph is Police 'Department 
advised 'that at ·approximately .11:15 A.K. Dr. King• .llev. Ralph 
Abernathy, and three others of Dr. 1'ing's staff ran froa the 
head .of ·this march to J'ront Street between llcCall and. .Gayoso 
where ~Y attempted to cowaandeer a white panel truck in 
an effort to get away frODI ·the urch. The driver of ·the 
white panel truck refuaed to ·help., One ·of Dr_. nng•s 
associates then stopped a·white Pontiac occupied b7 two 
:Xesro w01111n _and they were asked if they ·woulcl assiat in 
getting Xing out of danger. One of .Jting's alcles~l1d behind 
-the ateer.ing wheel, King .and three .other •abera of .his ataft 
entered the rear seat of 'the Pontiac, -and the car was driven 
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MURKIN

to McCall and Front Street, and at this point the car was
surrounded by approximately 50 individuals, all black.

Lt. Nichols cleared the crowd from around the
Pontiac and asked the driver of the Pontiac where he wanted
to go. The driver stated he had Rev. King in the back seat,
that he had to get away, and asked the officer to escort
them to the Hotel Sheraton-Peabody.

Lt. Nichols explained that due to the rioting they
could not get to the Peabody Hotel and asked if they desired
to go to another place. The Negro driver stated, "Just get
us away from trouble."

Lt. Nichols then escorted the car containing Dr.
King to the Rivermont Motel where Lt. Nichols went to the
desk clerk and asked if she had space for five Negroes,
including Rev. King. The desk clerk told Lt. Nichols the
Negroes could remain in the lobby and an effort would be
made to obtain a room for them.

Lt. Nichols stated that a room was found for Dr.
King and his party of four and that this group checked into
the Rivermont Motel at 11:24 A.M. on March 28, 1968.

On March 29, 1968, Lt. E. H. Arkin advised that
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., spent the night of March 28,
1968, at the Rivermont Motel and at 2:30 P.M. on March 29,
1968, he and his staff were escorted by the Memphis Police
Department to the Memphis Municipal Airport where Dr. Kingleft Memphis via Eastern Airlines for Atlanta, Georgia, at
3:20 P.M. on March 29, 1968.

On April 1, 1968, Inspector G. P. Tines, Inspectional
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that the following
members of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
staff were in Memphis and currently registered at the Lorraine
Motel: R. B. Cottonreader, James Orange, Rev. Jesse Jackson,
and James L. Bevel.

Hosea L. Williams, Director of Voters Registration,
SCLC, advised Inspector Tines on April 1, 1968, that Rev.
Martin Luther King, Jr., would arrive in Memphis April 2,
1968, staying at the Lorraine Motel and that a mass march
would be held April 5, 1968, led by Dr. King.

2

£ I 

KURKIN 

to McCall and Front Street, and at this polnt-the car was 
surrounded b7 approxilllately '50 individuals, all black. 

Lt •. Nichols cleared the crowd _from around the 
Pontiac and asked the dr-1ver of the,Pontiac where he wanted 
to go. The driver stated he had Rev. King in -the back seat, 
that he had to get away, and ,as~d ,the oft.leer to escort 
them to the Hotel Sheraton-Peabody. -

·Lt. Nichols explained that ,due to the rioting they· 
could not get to the Peabody Hote·1 and -aaked if they desired 
to go to another place. The Negro dx-iver stated, "Just get 
us away fr091 trouble.'' 

Lt. :Nichols then escorted the car containing -Dr. 
King -to the _RiverDlont _llotel. where Lt. lfichola went to the 
desk clerk and asked if she had space ·-for 1ive Negroes, 
including Rev. JCing. The desk clerk told Lt. :Nichols the 
Negroes c9\ild re•in ,in -the .lobby and an effort -would -be 
aade 'to obtain a ·rooaa for 'them. 

'Lt. ,Nichols s-tated that ~ r0011 was found for Dr. 
King _and his __party 'Of four and that 'this group checked :into 

· the Riveraont llotel at 11:24 A.~. on Karcll 28, 1968. 

. On Karch ·29, 1968, Lt. J:. Ji • .Arkin advised. that 
Dr. Martin Luther :King, Jr., spent the night of, Karch 28, 
1968, at the Rivermont Motel and at 2:30 P.M. on Karch 29, 
1968, be ·and bis staff' were ·escorted by the Keaphis, Police 
Depart•nt t<> the Keaphis Jlunicipal Airport :where Dr. King 
left J(eaphis via .Eastern Airlines. ·for Atlanta, Georgia, at 
3:20 P,.11. 'On March 29, 1968. 

·0n .April l, 1968, Inspector G • .P. Tines, -Inspectional 
.Bureau, Kemph.is Po\ice Depart111ent, adviaed that the :following 
,JAembers_ of the Southern Christian LeadeJ:"Ship Conference (SCLC) 
staff -,rere in Jleaphis and currently registered at ,tbe :Lorraine 
Motel: R. 'If. ·cottonreader_, -Jru:Ges ·0range, ·Jtev •. Jesse Jackson; 
and .Jaaes L. Bevel. 

· Hosea L~ Williams, Director, of Voters Registration, 
SCLC, adviaed lnspector Tines on April l, '1968, that Bev. 
Martin Luther JCing, Jr.,~ would .arrive -ln Me•phis April .2, 
1968·, staying at the Lorraine ·:uotel .and 'that a uss march 
would be held April _5, 19681 led by br. King-. 
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MURKIN

On April 3, 1968, Lt. E. H. Arkin advised that
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his aides Ralph D.
Abernathy, Bernard Lee, and Andrew M. Young arrived at
Memphis Municipal Airport at 10:15 A.M. from Atlanta,
Georgia, via Eastern Airlines. According to Lt. Arkin,Dr. King was met by local SCLC leaders James Morris Lawson
and Mrs. Thomas Matthews.

According to Lt. Arkin, a security detail of the
Memphis Police Department was on hand to escort Dr. King;
however, upon approaching Mrs. Thomas Matthews this securitydetail was informed that the SCLC had not requested police
protection and that the security detail was not welcome.
This security detail contacted Rev. Lawson and asked isto Dr. King's schedule so that security could be arranged,
and Lawson stated that he did not know what Dr. King's
schedule was.

Dr. King and his group were taken by private carto the Lorraine Motel where they were registered.
Lt. Arkin advised Dr. King spent the night of

April 3,1968, at the Lorraine Motel and was at this motelat the time he was shot at approximately 6:00 P.M., April 4,1968.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

3*

• 
)llJRI(D( 

On April 3, 1968, Lt. 'll. H. Arkin advised that 
Rev. Martin Luther 'King, 3r., and .his aides Ralph l>. 
Abernathy, Bernard Lee, and Andrew .K. ·young arrived at 
·11eaphis Municipal Airport at 10:15 A.II. ~r0111 Atlanta, 
Georgia, via Bastern Airlines. -According to J .. t. Arkin, 
Dr •. King ·was .•t ·by 1ocal SCIC ·leaders _;.Jame■ lforris La•on 
and Mrs. ·Tb.OIIU llattbe•• 

According to Lt. Arkin, a security detail of the 
Keaphta 'Police Depart11ent ·wu on hand to eecort Dr. King; 
however, upon ap_proachinc llr9. '.l'hOIIU Jlattbe• thbl security 
detail was illforlled that the SCLC had not requeated police 
protection ancl that the security detail wu not 'Welcoae. 
Th1a eecurity detail contacted ReY. La•on and asked aa 
to Dr. Xing•• schedule ao that security -could be arranged, 
and J.a•on _atated. ·that ·he did not know ·what ·Dr.. JCing~• 
schedule was. , • · 

. Dr. King_and hia group·were -taJc.en·bJ private car 
to the Lorraine llotel where they wre registered. 

l.t •. Arkin adYiaed Dr. Xinc spent .the night of 
April 3,'1988~ at the ·Lorraine Motel and was at this •otel 
at tbe the he was ahot at approxiaately 8:00 P_.ll., April -4_, iNa. · 

Thia docWl8nt contains .nei tber rec01111eadat iona 
-nor conclusions of tbe J'BI.. It 'is the ·property of the FBI 
and 1a loaned to youx- agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside -your agency.-, 
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MURKIN

Bufla
44 -3886

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation T 5/3

JSP:FDA:SH:bmp
J. Stanley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney General DJ 144-72-662
Civil Rights Division

The Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King

Reference is made to Bureau File 44-38861, the
investigation of the Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King. Recently, the allegations listed below have come
to our attention, and we examined the investigative
reports which were previously furnished to us, and found
no reference in them which bore on the accuracy of these
allegations.

It is, therefore, requested that your agents cause
a search of any files you might have to determine whether
there is any reference to:

(1) A Reverend Xavier Von Koss, a hypnotist who
James Earl Ray allegedly visited in Los Angeles on
January 4, 1968;

(2) Dr. Russell C. Hadley, a plastic surgeon
located in Hollywood, California, who allegedly performed
cosmetic surgery on Ray's nose on March 5, 1968; and,

(3) An alleged decision to change Dr. King's
Memphis accommodations from the Holiday Inn to the
Lorraine Motel just prior to the assassination, as
well as an alleged change in his room accomodations
at the Lorraine Motel.

This request is only for a search of your files,
and no field investigation is requested or desired.

4/16/74

Koss and HAOLEY
SpmTsd allean, LA, willfurnish copies fintsurence of
SACGUNDERSON, KC, willfurnish

LHM ne Retel occommodations

oking gst

• • . 
. ~~ ii4 - ~'69:,lol .. 

Director . · -r ;ta 
Federal Bureau ·of ·investigation • \ '-~ 

J. Stanley Pottinger 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

JSP:FDA: :bmp 

_DJ 144•72-662 

The Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther lU.ng · 

'Reference is made to Bureau File 144-38861, tne 
investigation of the Assassination of Dr • .Martin Luther 
lCing. 'Recently, the ·allegations listedl>elollt have come· 
to our attention, _and we .exam:lned the investigative 
reports which were -previously furnished to ·us, and -found 
no reference in them which bore on ·the accuracy of _these 
allegations. 

·.It -is, therefore, requested that your 4gents cause 
a search of any files ·you might have to determine whether 
there is any reference to: 

' 

, (1) A Reverend xavier Von Koss, a hypp.otist who 
James Earl Ray allegedly -visited in .Los Angeles on 
January 4, 1968; 

(2) Dr. Russell c • .Hadley, a p1astic surgeon 
located in Hollywood, California, who allegedly perfo,:med 
cosmetic surgery on Ray's ,nose- on March S, 1968; and, 

(3) An alleged decision to change J>r. King's 
Memphis accommodations from the Holiday lnn to the 
Lorraine Motel just prior to the assassination, as 
well as an alleged change in his room accomnodations 
at the Lorraine Motel. 

This request is only.for a search of your files, 
and no field investigation is requested or des~red. 

re 4na,;t 
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
3/26/74

HallSERKANT

XX

Memphis advised 4/16/74 newTrial date not set
but

presiding judge will be
Judge

Robert M.

McRaggr.
1 NOTE: ENCLOSED ARE 1 COPY OF WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS

DATED 12/4/72 AND ONE COPY OF ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED IN
NASHVILLE BANNER 3/15/74 ADVISING THAT THIS CIVIL ACTION
WAS TRANSFERRED TO USDC MEMPHIS.

/ 

11111.... 

,3/26/74 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION 

mun 

., 

xx 

1 NOTE: ENCLOSED ARB 1 COPY OF WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 
-DATED 12/4/72 .AKD ONE COPY OF ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED IN 
-NASHVILLE BANNER 3/15/74 ADVISIDG THAT THIS CIVIL ACTION 
WAS TRANSFERRED TO USDC MEMPHIS. 
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