UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OI". INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Memphis, Tennessee
FileNo. . May 25, 1974

?

RE: JAMES EARL RAY;
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, -
VICTIM
CIVIL RIGHTS —~ CONSPIRACY

On May 24, 1974, District Attorney General Hugh
Stanton, Jr, Memphis, Tennessee, confidentially advised
that he had been approached by Mr. Robert Livingston who
is one of the attorneys for James Earl Ra;;’ Mr, Livingston -
insisted that Mr. Stanton not inform the Féderal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) of the story that Livingston was to
tell Stanton, claiming that his life was in great danger.,
The story related by Livingston to Stanton is as follows:

During late March, 1974, Livingston was telephonically
contacted at Memphis by a man who identified himself as
Cliff Andrews, Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada, Andrews told
Livingston that he and two others were responsible for the
nurder of King and that all would testify, provided they
were granted total immunity from prosecution, Andrews
indicated either on this occasion or flater that he and
his two friends had been hired by three Memphis businessmen
and by a fourth man from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, to
nurdex King. They were to receive $250,000 for the nmurder,
but due to circumstances not explained by Livingston, they
were never paid,

Shortly after receiving this phone call, Andrews
came to Memphis and was met by Livingston at the airport,
According to Livingston, Andrews searched Livingston's car
and later his office and made a big production of being -
certain that his conversation was not being taped.
According to Livingston, Andrews kept one hand in his coat

-at all times as though he were wearing a shoulder holster,
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Livingston described Andrews as being a large,
middle aged white male who spoke with a strong French
accent. Andrews had brown hair with streaks of gray and
was described by Livingston as being very distinguished
looking.

Andrews left Memphis following his discussion
with Livingston and returned several days later at which
time Livingston and Andrews traveled to Nashville where
James Earl Ray is incarcerated in the Tennessee State
"Prison., Andrews waited in the car while Livingston
went in and told Ray that he had 'someone who wished to
see him, Ray claimed not to know Andrews and refused to
see him, Livingston is convinced that Ray recognized his
description of Andrews and that Ray was afraid to talk with
him. Andrews and Livingston separated and arrangements
were made for them to meet again in Chicago on April 16,
1974. Ray's other attorney, Bernard Fensterwald, was to
be present at this meeting. Livingston received no further
confirmation but was later contacted by Andrews, and
Livingston and Fensterwald met with Andrews at Detroit
on April 20, 1974, A woman named Margaret was accompanying
Andrews and he introduced her as his wife., Andrews told
Fensterwald and Livingston that his two confederates were
also present in the Holiday Inn moteltand that they were
watching him, He again made his offer to furnish full
details of the conspiracy including the identity of the
actual killer, provided they carld be granted immunity.
Livingston and Fensterwald left Detroit with 2a promise that
they would attempt to secure such immunity from the District
- Attorney General at Memphis, Tennessee. It was for this
reason that Livingston has had several meetings with the
District Attorney General Hugh Stanton, Jr.

Mr., Stanton stated he is convinced that Livingston
is sincere and that Livingston actually believes that there
was some sort of conspiracy to murder King, and that Ray
was not King's killer, Mr. Stanton said that he believes
Livingston is being "conned" by Andrews but he does give
Livingston credit for believing that Andrews is what he
. says he is,

‘ 2
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Mr. Stanton stated he does not want Livingston

to know that he has discussed this matter with the FBI and

he does not want the FBI to take any action to identify
Aridrews, He said he feels the only way to resolve this is
to have Andrews come to his office with his two confederates,
He does not believe that this will ever happen but he does
not want to do anything that Livingston could 1a ter use

to say that he had discouraged or scared off Andrews and

his two friends.

~

+ -

Mr. Stanton has told Livingston that he will meet
« with Andrews but it will be under Mr, Stanton's terms and
that the state of Tennessee will' not advance any travel
funds to bring Andrews and his friends to Memphis, He
said that Livingston is disturbed that the state will
not provide funds for their travel, and Mr, Stanton
\\Pelieves Andrews may be attempting to swindle Livingston.

‘ In view of Mr, Stanton's request, no investigation
is being conducted by the Memphis Office, Mr, Stanton has

agreed to keep the FBI informed of any contact which
he might have with the alleged conspirators,
)

3* .
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MEMPHIS, TENN.

T S wAne CHASTAIN JR. e
: Press-Scimitar Staff writer S
A Memphis attorney today said he b

ad been contacted ; p
: by an intermediary for two professional gunmen seeking .
immunity from Prosecution in connection with the April 4, { " :
x « 1968, assassination of Dr. Martin Luther- A
A : ing Jr. in Memphis, ;

The attorney, Robert . Livingston, °
represents James Earj Ray, 46, who is now
serving a 99-year sentence after pleading + SIRY 74
guilty in February 1969 to Dr. King’s mur- S Sy
der.

Edition: [, c\,
In an interview with Ray and Living-

ton at the T State Prison in Nash maiy, - DRLES
Ston at the Tennessee State rison in Nagh- Editor: -
ville yesterday, Ray told this reporter he = o.t SCHNEIDL‘R
did not shoot and kill Dr. King. His attorney e
said: e
“Within the past g9 days, I have had : i : g
Several contacts with a man who says he is an intermediary Choractars s
_ for ghe two men — including the trigger man — who are . :
. Seeking immunity from prosecution,” ; AT
i Livingston sajd pe provided Hugh Stanton Jr., Shelby Classification:
_County attorney general, with information provided by the Submitting Office: MELMPHIS
lntermedxary and has offered to take a polygraph or [ie : :
, detector test. ;

D Being Investigated

o 3 E

. ‘ g
nton confirmed that Livingston had made contact

<3l —\}
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~"ever heard of,” Livingston said. “He 1s rot famous, how-
- ever, despite many daring escapades. He is known 10 the-
© FBI, although to ay koowledge, they have not connected:
~“him with this case.” . T

e, R

i

H

% ing house, he added.

’ | ’ l‘i

- M ognime PR oem by, ogyie R

7" st ‘probably the most famous otscure gan I have-

- Livingston said the trigger man is knovm as “an interna-
“ tional gun runner” and is believed to be still Jiving in the
continental limits of the U.S. . .t
~ “Ray did not know tbis man,” Livingston said. “Ray"
was nothing but 2 fall guy. ..a patsy in the murder of D/
King. They set him up and sucked him jn. “This-is what has

* made the defense’s job so tough. Ray had not been able to
* tell us what happened, because he does not know himself. He
. ‘was not there when it happened. He did not know there was
~ a conspiracy to kill Dr. King but thought he was participat-
i ing in a gun-running venture.” .

i Livingston said Ray left the upstairs rooming house at
* 42214 South Main at about 5:20"p.m. on the day King was

killed. King was shdt as he stood on the balcony of the

« "‘Lorraine about .6:01 p.m. from a shot fired either from the

bathroom of the rooming house or bushes outside the room-
« . “One of the men seeking immunity paid Ray $200,and
. told him to go downtown to a movie,” Livingston said.
\ “There was supposed to be an important visit {rom.an, ex-
:" . . Tum to.Page 6~ RAY'S LAWYER
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pert gun runner about 6 in the room Ray rented for the
men.” [ L
»'The trigger man, Livingston said, did not show up until : : .
a few minutes tefore 6. o L h
;  This reporter, who has investigated the King slaying for ¢ . Giodicate page, namo of
some six-years, showed Ray some photographs of a man * newspaper, city and state.)
suspected of being the gun runner and trigger man..Ray i '
said: ) ‘ S
o “Yes, I belicve I saw this man in Jan’s’ Cafe (422 S.°
Main below the rooming house) and Jim’s Place (a beer * o PAGE b
Jounge two blocks away) the afternoon before the slaying. I . .
‘8ot the feeling he was following me, s0 1 left both places
While he was still inside.” : :

Ray's Lawyer Tells Of .'ln'}"err;negiz_:a?yi

S ' MEMPHIS PRESS
. ) A —— t XTAR
: . Low Tire on Mustang N : » . SCLAX:
~ In his first interview with a Memphis newsman since
he pleaded guilty, Ray said that when he left ‘the xooming MELPRIS, TENN.
house about 5:20, he noticed a low tire oa the Mustang he . - ,
Jhad parked in front of Jim’s Cafe. - ‘
y _ -*“The man who gave me the money t0 go to the ‘picture ™ .
show said T was to leave the Mustang as they would be using » " -~
- it. When ¥ noticed the Jow tire, I thought I would drive it .
over to a nearby service station.” . ’- :
Ata station at Second and Linden, Ray said he waited °
for a long time before he got an attendant to fill up the tire, —_—
... “When I drove back to the yooming house, the whole .
. block ‘was sealed off and police ‘were all over the place,” .-
Ray said. “There was a policeman standing in the middle of . .
" ithe street, and he yelled *Get out of here!”as I was trying to [ —
(drive and park somewhere in front of the rooming house.””
i Raysaid he asked the policeman if he could make a U-
, turn and proceed north on South Main Street. He quoted the
policeman as saying: - — . . 5-2 g4-14
z, - 1 don’t care wha' you do, just get out of here.” ! y Date: ' \
s+ Ray said he made the U-tum and proceeded to drive ’ Edition: Fine
_South out of Memphis toward Mississippi. G Asthor:  CHARLES H.

+ ", .. Turned on the Radic =~ ., * . Editor: SCHNEIDER

' “It wasn't until I almost got to Grenada, Miss., that I Title:
turned on the radio and heard what had happened,” Ray -
said. “The radio broadcast mentioned 422 South Main Street . . .
and it wasn’t until then I learned that 1 had been associated Character: “
with men who conspired to kill Dr. King.” :

' -Ray said he did not travel via Interstate 55 to Grenada, | or
but took back roads because he feared he was the objectofa | . Classtffcation:
search — even before Jearning of Dr. King’s death, Submitttng Office:  YEUPHIS |

v, _Afterall, as an escapee from the Missouri State Prison, ‘
I still owed the State of Missouri 18 years,”, Ray said. *When (O Being Investigated

J saw all those policemen at 42214 South Main Street, I
knew something important had happened. The man I noticed X
Wwho had been following me earlier in the aftermoon may
have described me to the police. For this reason, I proceed- ’
.ed as cautiously as I could to Atlanta, first through Missis- o
s:p{ai. a?g ’then through Birmingham, by as many back roads - .
asIcould.”” . v . Ve .

Ray said he met a man named *“Raoul” when he was 2 '
fugitive in Canada in 1567, He was on the docks tooking for
seaman papers when he met Raoul, Ray said. .

Raoul, Ray said, *‘set him up"” by convincing him he
could get rich in 2 “‘gun running scheme.”

»

Loy ;

raet
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tary confirement in the Shelby County jail.
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y ———Rought Rifle in Birrgngham——"""
Ray s2id ke purchased the rifle IR front of the Yoom-
ng house in.Memphis {rom a Birmingham, Ala., sporting
8oods store in March Y963 on orders of Raoul.
“‘After buying the rifle, I was then instructed to proceed
fo Memphis, but take my time, as I was supposed to deliver
_the rifle either on April 3 or April 4, Ray said.
. “Contrary fo the story put out by the FBI that I went to
.Atlanta after buying the xifle, X procecded toward Memphis,
driving Jess than foux hours a day and spending the nights in
motels,” Ray said. .-
On'the night of April 2, Ray said he Spent the nightat
the DeSoto Motel in DeSoto County, and the Rebel Motel in
‘Memphis on the night of April 3, Ray said.
‘' Raysaid he pleaded guilty to the charge because of
“‘misrepresentations” by his former attorney, Percy Fore-
man, and because of his “mental state” resulting from soli-

The Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati revers-

ed 2 federal court yuling in Memphis and held that Ray was

= entitled to an *‘evidentiary hearing” as to whether Foreman,

a Houston attorney, improperly negotiated a guilty plea with
the Jate Judge W. Preston Battle. ' .

"Effort to Get New Trial

‘Ray is seeking the evidentiary hearing so he can obtain
a new ‘trial in the ctiminal courts of Tennessee, contending

* Foreman obtained the guilty plea by coercion and misrepre-
sentation.

' The State of Tennessee is appealing the Court of Appeals
ruling, and the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on the
matter any day. ' ’

_ . By coercion, Ray said he meant that Foreman had told

" him that he was going to be electrocuted if he pleaded inno-
ceat, because the state had “an air tight case™ against him.

. Healso told him that a book about the murder by Wil-
liam Bradford Huie would *“not make any money” if it were
about a man who was innocent of Dr. King’s murder.

The money from the book, -Foreman reminded him, was

_paying for his defense, Ray said. : -

- How Ray Looks Today
* . Thiswas the first time this reporter had gver seen Ray
1n person. He Jooked just like his pictures, except his hair is
rapidly furning gray at the temples.
He looked sarprisingly young and healthy in the face.

. Except for a trace of priscn pallor, there was color in his

face and his complexion appeared free of wrinkles.
“I exercise, try to keep in good shape, but my waist line

" is about 34 inches, compared fo 30 or 32 before } came jn
- here, It is all this slop I eat in prison that put it here,” said
+ Ray, as he slapped 2 slight bulge over his stomach.

Ray said he had granted only one other interview to a
newspaper and that was the National Enquirer in February.
Several television newsmen have photographed and gotten
brief quotes from him at the prison. .

“I rarely feel up to giving interviews,” Ray said. “When
you have been jn solitary confinement for as long as I have,
_and the only people you have talked to are lawyers and
prison guards, you get kinda nervous talking to others.”

y gfter an Lntervicw with The Pxess-’SEimitar.NRay xne-"
.fused to be photographed and interviewe bz a Nashville
% te!e\'fisiozrvreriv. srep )
s “Interview my attorney — I don’t feel up.to any more™"

questions today,” he told the ¢ ‘evision crew; oo
+ , Jiwasatthis point, Livingston revealed the information |

.
-

\

concerning the intermediary seeking immunity for the two
SUDM Aftraes,” ' C pp——, .
. During the interview with Ray, Ray said he had quit
reagling the books about the King assassination and those
; contending that he had fired the shot out of *racist mo-
. tves” - : . ; 4
Ray said: *“I have never hated blacks. 1f you will check
the psychiatric tests given to me at the Missouri State
Prison, you won't find any reference to any prejudice orbias
against blacks. If X were prejudicial, you would “think it
would show upin prison psychiatric interviews.”
t Ray said he spends most of his reading time studying
‘Jaw books — when he can get them from the prison library.
He said he has become very interested in criminal and con-
stitutional law, as well as contracts in the field of civil law.
Another Memphis attorney, Richard Ryan, who has
Tepresented Ray in civil matters, told this reporter to ask
Ray how he so quickly obtains the decisions of recent cases
..rendered by U.S. Supreme Court and federal courts.

et Ray Gefs News Quickly

“‘Ray finds out about these case holdings before, they are
in the advance sheets sent by the courts to the Fawyers,”
Ryan said. *Yet, Ray is complaining he does not have ac-
cess to enough law books.” : ’ :

When asked how he gets access to these court decisions,
he grinned: . )

“The news travels fast in prison — even fo a guy in
solitary confinement® « . ¢ !

Ray explained that when a decision is rendered by a
coyst,the.prisoner involved in the case jsusually promptly
contacted by his lawyer. Then the prisoner tells his fellow

prisoners, and the news is rapidly transmitted fhrough the
., Prison population by word of mouth. o

.
o s patr e b ah

~
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‘Conspn:ac
Kﬂled ng,
Says Lawyer:

';. . By MICHAEL LOLLAR

James Earl Ray’s Memphis attomey,
claimed yesterday he has been jn peri-:
odic contact since March With 2 repre-
sentative of “the three men who actu-
ally carried out the slaying of Dr. Mar-’
tin Luther King Jr.” .

. Promoting a “‘conspiracy theory” be-!
hmd the April 4, 1868, slaying, Robert I.'
Livingston said the mtermedxary is:
seeking immunity from prosecution for
the slaying conspirators. The a:torney
said the slayers want to testify—"in
. revenge’~-against ‘*four Southern
gentlemen” who hired them, not ‘Ray,*

to murder King.

. U.S. Atty. Thomas F. ’mrley Ir. ‘was'
doubtful of the ‘ntermediary’s claims,
and an investigator who was doseiy
associated with the King case said, * l

can't get excited about it "’

-

¥

¥
A
<

Any renewed federal investigation of
the slaying -would: be at Turley’s re-
quest. But, he said, *“This office has not
received any evidence from anybody!
which changes the conclusions about
this case reached years ago after ex-

haustive review of the results of a thor '

ough worldwide investigation.

. “If Mr. Ray, his latest lawyer or’
both have any such evidence we will be
pleased to receive and pursue it. Mean-:
while, we are not going to be made
pawns in a publicity game, nor invej-
gledinto chasing easily iabrlcated seli-
serving rumors. .

! “Mr. Liviogston may have been.
denied such experiences, but this office
Is contacted regularly by intermedis
aries of unidentified persons said to be
willing and claimed to be able to solve,.
In exchange for immunity, crimes

ranging from the so-called ‘Donation of
Constantine® ‘to the murder of Cock:
.Robin. And we have no {atent'on of

.runnjng such rabbit tracks in the Ray.
Case-or-any other. As Jnstin-Wilson,
(the comedian) 3ays, ‘We've been

"y
dar it ad bl 40 .

S owe &

-
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* Shelby-Gounty Atty. Gen. Hcgh-sszn-
ton Jr. said he discussed the conspira-,
cy theory with Livingston yesterday*
morning. “It was all real sceret until
he latér got on television.” Stanton.
said he “got the impression” that the.
intermediary actually was one of the

“three men” Livingston claims to be <.~

the slayers. TR
Fl told him Y would be glad to talk to"
anybody who has any information
‘about the case or any other case. But I,
can't grant immunity to anyone with- "
out knowing what they're talking
about. I'}l have to talk to them before’
making a decision. You can’t call balls,
and strikes from feft ﬁeld Yo,
sination, LY
* Livingston had said earher' “They”
all think this is a hoax, a farce and 2~
sham, a grandstand play, but if they
find my dead body lying out here some- :
where they'll say, ‘Well, maybe there »
was a conspiracy.”” -

_He said he doesn’t believe 2 “lone
gunman theory” in any pohucal assas-
Linooln. . 4

bl v oy »”

The attomey sa:d he has met the
intermediary—a 50- to 60-year-old edu-;
cated white man - jn person twice
and talked to him: by telephone on:
‘several occasions. He doesn’t know
where the telephone calls originated.

Livingston said the man did identify
himself, “but I'm sure it was.a bogus
name.” He refused to divulge t he
< name, “I wouldn’t even tell the FBI.
,that. I’d rather die. T'm not trying to
set anybody up.”. et

He sa:d the intermedxary has told
him eight men were involved altogeth-
er, including Ray as the “patsy.” He.
said Ray was chosen as the patsy, be-,
cause, “He's just a_gullible-type sort of.
fellow, easily influenced and led!
around. He had never been a, high-|
powered criminal all his life, justs
penny ante’ stuff like sticking up g ,,xo-l
cery stores and things like that.”

_Livingston said four Southern men —
at least one of whom is black -—ongi-
nated the murder plot. He said ‘their
motive was either “hate”’sor the helief
that “eradr ation of Dr. King would be
for oodof the Amencan nation.’

’ ' !‘vt ‘C ' s

The attorney said the "mtarmedxary-
strongly indicated one of the four =
*‘each socxally and financially promi-

- nent”— is frem Memphis. *I didn’t,
ask for any names. When someone is
volunteering information you can’t
push them, because all they have to do
is stop talking.”

Supposedly, they hired three men to
carry out the murder. Two of the men
‘were professional gunmen, the third
“something else.” Livingston said each
of the three is a white male, and one,
‘the actual gunman, “is a professional
triggerman known to the FBI because
of other offeases and wild escapades
‘he’s been involved in.”

. According to his conspiracy theory,-
“the three slayers were promised $250,-

1000, of which $100,000 would go to the
triggerman. Their current efforts to’
seek: ‘;‘reve;egef" lstern from a "faﬂg{;
to 'make the full payoff and poss: .
othas-&kmms, Livingston said.

'Denymg a pubhcaty schemc. Tiv mg-'
ston said, “They (disbelievers) think
the same thing about me that they
taink about UFOs, but I know what,
I've seen and heard.”” - ° . ~ni
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5/17/74

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI  (44-38861)
FROM$SAC, MEMPHIS  (44-1987)(P*)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Buairtel, 5/14/74,

on 5/13/74, Mr, JOHN CARLISLE, Chief Investigator,
Shelby County Attorxney Generalts Office, Memphis, Tennessee,
advised SA JOE C. HESTER that all of the documents turned over
to that office by the FBI continue to be locked up with the
evidence in that case. He said that access to this material is
extremely limited and that no one has made anything available

to any of the various authors who have written books about this
case,

Mx, CARLISLE noted that the various pleadings in this
case ocontain a great deal of information concerning the evidence,
and he feels certain that meny outsiders have reviewed these
court records which are pudblic records,

Bureau
emphisa

JCHSbe
(4)
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G 1 4
your ' 4/24/74 R '
D 1dU-92 -6 Fphiga ’
“KXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX an LHM
. Boston ‘ Lt ’ ,
Qw&/\/\/\‘ v ' !
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5/15/74

AIRTEL

103 'DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, OSTON (157-644) (RUC)
SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Boston nitel 5/10/74.

 Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM
conceming interview of author GEORGE MC MILLAN in connection
gitg ggptioned matter. Two copies are enclosed for Memphis.
vision. : -

The representative of the FBI with whom MC MILLAN
and his attorney were in telephonic contact on 4/27, 29, and 30'%
1s SA ROGER J, CORKE,

Inasmuch as there are no further leads outstanding
in the Boston Division, this matter is hereby being RUC'd.

qza-Bureau (Encs. -5) (RM)

2-Memphis (44~1987)(Encs. 2)(RM)
1-Boston

JNO tcmg

(5)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.In Reply, Pletse Refer to Boston, Massachusetts

File No.

May 15, 1974

JAMES EARL RAY;
CIVIL RIGHTS = CONSPIRACY

‘ George McMillan, 12 Hilliard Street, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, telephonically advised a representative of the
Fedexral Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Boston, Massachusetts,
on April 27, 1974, that he is an authozr of material on James
Earl Ray; however, he declined to be interviewed, He said that
James Earl Ray's attormey, Bermard Fenstexwald, Jr., habitually
makes wild accusations and he, McMillan, did not feel any
Tegponse waswrranted, McMillan noted he has written letters
to "Jack,” described by him as being John Larry Ray, brother
of James Earl Ray, McMillan said he had a second reason for
not wishing to be interviewed, stating that correspondence
between himself and John Larry Ray concerned a suit in Federal
Court by McMillan to gain access to John Larry Ray, currently
an inmate at Federal Prison, Marion, Illinois, s suit

iz presently on agpeal to the United States Supreme Court,
accoxdirg to McMillan,

Two hours later on the same date, April 27, 1974,
McMillan telephonically requested he be contacted on April 29,
1974, to arrange for intexrview,

On April 29, 1974, McMillan was telephonically
contacted by a representative of the FBI, McMillan stated he
had decided to consult with an attorney prior to interview
and desired to have an attorney present if intexviewed, He
said he would contact the Boston Division of the FBI in
several days,

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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On April 29, 1974, McMillan telephonically advised
he was willing to be im:e owed May 2, 1974, in the presence
and in the office of hls attorney, John T, ,Williams, of the
Boston law £irm of Haussermen, Davison and Shattuck.

On April 30, 1970, McMillan telephonically cancelled
his appointment, He stated he was willing to have Attorney
Williams interviewed in his behalf, but he did not wish to be
mem: himself, He said he was leaving the Boston area

diately to spend three or four days in Temnessee. lHe
volunteered that he had not reviewed any FBI files and had
only hearsay knowledge of any such review by other authors.

< On April 30, 1974, Attorney Jolm T, Williams
telephonically advised he had talked with McMillan several
hours earlier, at which time McMillan was willing to be
interviewed pergonally. Williams stated he knows only that
McMillan did not review FBI files., le added he would contact
the Boston Division of the FBI concerning possible intexview,
%fter conferring with McMillan upon McMillan's return from
Jennessee, :

On May 8, 1974, Attorney Williams telephonically
advised that his client, Ceorge McMillan, would be in Boston
on May 10, 1974, and available for interview in Williams’
office on that date, "

] On May 10, 1974, George Mcliillan was interviewed by
Sﬁciﬂ. Agents Kenneth L. Hausen and Joln M, Ouellette in
the office of his attomey, Joln T, Williams, of the firm
Heusserman, Davison and Shattuck, 1 Boston Place, Boston,
in the presence of Williams.

McMillan advised he hag never seen or had access
to any FBI files, or portions thereof, concerning the James
Earl Ray case or any other case, He said no FBI persomnel
anywhere, ever indicated they would make such material available
to him, He recalled he once visited the office of former FBI
Aggistant Directoxr Tom ‘Bishogo:t FBI Headquarters, Washington, D.C.,
to request material for his k on James Earl Ray; however,
My, Bishop, who was then handling press relations, told
MeMillan could not give him anything regarding that case,

McMillan further advised that the Tennessee State
Attomey=-General's Office in Memphis was in possession of
what was comsonly referred to as "FBI files" in order to

-2 e
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conduct 1ty prosecution of James Earl Ray, McMillan said he
heard rumors from sources in Memphis, whose identity he does

not recall, that those files were made available to muthors
Cerold Frank and William Hule by either state or county officials
or personnel, McMillan added these were merely rumors of
unknown origin and he possessed no specific information as to
whether either Frank or Hule had acécess to the files,

McMillan stated the aforementioned rumors led him to
believe he could have the FBI files made available to him,
McMillan wap asked if any state or local official or personnel
{in Temmessee ever offered to make the FBI files available to
him, McMillan replied by saying that he refuses to answex
that question, : »

McMillan went on to relate he has been attempting to
compile material yegarding James Earl Ray in order to determine
a personal motive for the assassination of Dr, Martin Luthex
King, Jr., 80 as to disprove theories that a2 conspiracy may
have been involved, He said he was previously retained by the
Colunbia Broadcasting System (CBS) and Time Magazine, Inc.,
to conduct a study of Lee Harvey Oswald in connection with
the assassination of former United Statesg President John F,
Kennedy and that study led him to the conclusion Oswald acted
on his own and there was no conspiracy involved,

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outelde your agency.

- 3%a
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/ ' 8/14/74
4
To:  BAC, Memphis (44-1987) AN .
From: Director, FBI (44-38861) -1 wr. McDonough |

MURKIN

ReBStel 5/10/74.

I2 mot already doms, the Meuphis Office should
contact appropriate curreat and former Teamessee State
suthorities to ascertain if they bave any information
that FBXI Iiles previously ia possessioa of stalde authorities
vere made availadbls to Frank and Huie or snyons e¢lse by
state or eounty persoansl. '

1 - Boston (INFO) (157-844)

EJM:bap (5)
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NR 624 BS PLAIN JAYA01858 | B artim T

Files & Tomte' v

18113 PM NITEL-TAY 18, (974 JuH TELETYPE ] Gon. A%
10 PTRECTOR (44-38861) ‘ . iﬁﬁ?ﬁfgt:T"

Laboratory .,

MEMPHIS (44-1987) : e Plan, & Bval, o |
. P L ] {1 Spec. Inve opun |

FROW  BOSTON (157-644> .~ . . ’ ﬁgﬁﬂ&igim:ﬁ‘
' o P I Telephome Re. ...
S ‘ Dizector Sea'y ...

HURKIN o ZW».__

RE BOSTON NITEL TO BUREAU, 5/8/74.

GEORGE G MILLAN TUTERVIEWED THIS DATE TN -
OFFICE OF HIS ATTORNEY, JOHN T. WILLIAMS, OF FIRM
HAUSSERMAH, DAVIDSON AND SHATTUCK, 1 BOSTON PLAGE,
BOSTON, IN PRESENCE OF WILLIAMS. . P

MC WILLAN ADVISED HE HAS NEVER SEEM OR HAD
ACCESS TO ANY FBI FILES OR PORTIONS THEREOF, CONCERNING
THE JAMES EARL RAY CASE OR ANY OTRER CASE, -ALSO
STATED THAT N0 FBI PERSOUNEL ANYWNERE EVER IDICATED THEY
WOULD MAKE SUCH AVAILASLE TO KIM, o

MC MILLAN FURTHER ADVISED ?xar THE TE%HESSE& S
STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE IN HEMPHIS HAD IR 115 |
END PAGE ONE R PR
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BS 157-644
PAGE 140

POSSESSION WHAT WAS REFERRED TO AS FBI FILES IN ORDER 70
COUDUCT ITS PROSECTUTION OF RAY AND HE HEARD RUMORS
FROM SOURCE, 'HOV UHRECALLED, THAT THOSE FILES WERE MADE
AVAILABLE TO AUTHORS GERALD FRANK AND WILLIAM HUIE BY STATE
OR COUNTY PERSO&NEL. AS A RESULT OF THESE RUNORS,
MC MILLAW FELT*IEE FILE WOULD ALSO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO HIM,
WHEN ASKED ;? ANY' TENNESSEE STATE OR LOCAL OFFICIALL
OR PERsouuvL EVER OFFERED T0 MAKE THE FBI FILES
AVAILABLE 10 HIM, C MILLAN REPLIED BY SAYIHG HE REFU»SS
T0 ANSVER THAT QUESTION.

LHM WILL BE SUBMITTED.

END ‘
JXS FBI HQ CLR FOR 2
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RE BOSION NI'IEL bmv 1, 1974. 5

- ATTORREY JOHH X dILLIAHS TELEPHQNICALLY ADVISED

DUR 1 WG. Alt -OF THIS DATE THAT' m:s (L IEKT ‘BEORGE. ncmn.x.an wm. BE 1¥ AEOR:
- BOSTON, mmmt, aaY 19, 191’4, AND AVAILABLE FOR J;m‘s.svzsu AN Hn.r.ums' ]

OFFICE 3%15 PM THAT D&TE-

BOSTOH DIVISIDN ARRANGED 10 INTERVIEW MCMILLAN AT THAT

TINE, a1 wILL SUTEL SUMWARY OF RESULTS, mx.r,ow&:n BY LH"}. .
EMD.5 Lo
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May 7, 1974

Assistant Attorney General
Civil nights Divlsion

Director, FBI 1 - Mr. Franck

(?}- Mr. McDonough

ASSASSINATION OF
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

I have received your memoran&un dated April 24,
1974, and its enclosures in the captioned mattex, your
‘reference JSP:FDA:SH:bmpy DI 144~72-6562.

In the letter from Mr. George }cMillan to John
Larry Ray furnished you by Mr. Bernard Pensterwald, Attorney
for Janes Earl Ray, it is stated "Sometime before I write
this section I am going to Mexphis and look at the PBI £ile ‘ L
on the case; that's been made available to me. Xnowing what !
I know, some of the things in that xxxx file might lock different
to me from what they looked to Frank and Hule.® 7This :
gpparently refers to Gerold Prank .and William Bradford Huie, o
authors who have written material on ‘the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., nurdex case.
Appropriate ‘personnel of this Bureau hava advised
'* that they have no information that PBI reports have been .
made available to these individuals by this Bureau. In
ordexr to resolve this matter, efforts have been made to
1nterview Mr. McMillan concerning the statement in hia 1ettex.

on April 27, 1974, sSpecial Agents of our Boston
Office contacted Mx., McMillan and he advised he did not wish o
to be interviewed.  He stated that Mrx. Fensterwald .
habitually makes wild accusations and Mr. ¥cHMillan dces
not feel any response to thesae is warranted. He added that
another reason for not wishing to be interviewed is that
. correspondence between himself and John Larxry Ray concerns a
suit in Federal Court by Mr. McHillan to gain access to
John Larry Ray, who is an inmate at the Federal Penitentiary,
Rarion, Illinois. , |

On April 29, 1974, Mr. Mcgillén‘recontacted our
Boston Office and advised he was willing to bhe ingerviewed

EJM:bap (6)
44-38861 o SEE NOTE PAGE. TWO...
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this patter.
Boston 0Office,

if appropriate, will be forwarded to the CRD.

- o
'
P v
. o
. .
»
' a - )

Assistant ‘Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

on May 2, 1974, in the presence of and in the office of .
his Attorney, John T. Williams of Hausserman, Davison
and Shattuck, 15 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts.

' On April 30, 1974, Mr. McMillan contacted the
foston Office and cancelled the appeintment. Ha stated he
wag willing to have Attorney Williams interviewed in '
his behal¥ but did not wish to be present himself. :
He advised he was leaving the Boston arxea irmediately to
spend three or four days in Tennessee and volunteered
he had not. xeviewed any FBY files and had only hearsay
kpowledge of such xeview by other authors,

On April 30, 1974, John T, Williams stated he had’
last talked with Mr. HcHillan & few hours eaxlier and at
that time Mr. McMillan was willing to he interviewed

- personally, Hr. Willimus stated he knows only that

Hr, HcHillan did not review any PRI file.

f No further efforts are being mada to interview
Mr. McMillan; however, any informaticn he may desire to
furnish our Boston Office will be accepted.

b In addition to the above, you are referred té :
a letter to this Dureau from then Assistant Attorney General

of the Civil Righta Division, Jerris Leonard, dated
January 15, 1971, entitled "Assassination of Marktin ' e
Luthexr Xing, Jr."; your file JLiMG:pg: 144-72-66, enclosing
a letter from the Civil Rights Division to Mr. George o
McMillan in which Mr. McMillan, in essence, was advised -

that Department of Justice f£iles pertaining to

Janeg Earl Ray are confidential and his request for further

information based on the ¥BI's investigation could not be
conplied with., Mr, McMillan was advised by the Department
that documents and exhibits which were f£iled on behalf of
Tennesses and Missourl in the Ray extradition proceedings
in the British Court do not come within this rule and
would be available for inspection at the Civil Rights Division
in Washington, D, C. ‘ ‘ .

1

NOTE: This is to advise the CRD
‘ : of .res
If McMillan and/or Lis m::11:8 of our inguirfes into

orney contact o
any pertinent information will be o’btaingg and

- 2 -
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, T0s  DIREGTOR 44-38861 B oo
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HMEMPHIS ‘ o Lesal Cuun, ._....* (

. ‘ t | Telophort Rod e §
FROMg BOSION 157-644 P

3
.\ w '
. . . ‘ Assoe, yu e e
Y - .
.

TEEITY

Director Set’y

; MURKIN

| RE HOSTON TT DATED aP%IL<29,!974.
7on aPRIL 29, 1974, Gaa}«EE MG MILLAN REGONTACTIED
£ 505104 OFFICE AND ADVISED HE wAS WILLING 70 DE
. I4TERVIEWED ON MAY 2, 1974, IN THE PRESENCE OF AND-
1% THE OFFICE OF HIS ATTORNEY JOMN To WILLIAHS OF HAUSSERYAN
DAVISON AND SHATIUCK, FIFTZEW STATE S7., 305TON, MASSACHUSETIS,
2 ON APRIL 38, 1974,™%1C #ILLAY CONTACTED THT BOSTOR
| OFFICE AND: CASCELLED APPOIUTHENT, HE STATED HE
JAS YILLIEG TO HAVE ATIORNEY WILLIAUS INTZRVIEWED 1R
| KIS BEHALF BUT DID 0T VISH T0 BE PARESZUT HINSELF.
g J?%Tié HE wAS LEAVING THE DOSTON AREA IMNEDIAZELY
10 SPEND THKEE OR FOUR DAYS 1d TNNESSEZ, "ééf X
" JOLINTEERED T4AE HE HAD HOT ROVIENED ARY Ful
OFILES AlD HAD DALY HEARSAY KNOYLEDGE OF SucH

CEND PABL ONE
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4/26/74

70 DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861) %

FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P¥)

GUBJECT: MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS

AIRTEL

*0

Re Bureau telephone call 4/26/74.

The Memphis Office has not at any time made avallable
information concerning this case to WILLIAM BRADFORD HUIE,
GEROLD FRANK, GEORGE MC MILLAN, or to any other unauthorized
persons, -

. ’\Bureau
~1=Memphis
JCH/mah
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7155 PY URGENT APRIL 29, 1974 JuH '=-=iid 0
TO o IREETOR M/iZiL 7
FROM  BOSTON (157-644) (P) 7¢

e

MURKL N .\(:::::4;__‘.__“,;;ﬂ

RE BUTEL APRIL 26, 1974,

O 4/27/74, GEORGE MC MILLAN, iz HILLARD STREET,
CAMBRIDGE, MASS., ACKNOWLEDGED BEING AUTHOR OF MATERIAL ON
JAMES EARL RAY BUT DECLINED INTERVIEW. STATES FEWSTERWALD
MABITUALLY MAKES WILD ACCUSATIONS AND HE DOES NOT FELL ANY
'RESPONSE TO THESE 1S WARRANTED. MC MILLAN STATES HE HaS
_WRITTEN LETTERS TO "JACK™ WHO IS JOMN LARRY RAY, BROTHER OF
JAMES EARL RAY. szcoun‘nsaso& FOR HIS NOT WISHING TO BE

INTERVIEWED IS THAT CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN KIMSELF AND
JOHN LARRY RAY CONCERNS a SUIT IN FEDERAL COURT BY MC MILLAW

TO GAIN ACCESS T0 JOHN LARRY RAY, An INMATE AT FEDERAL PRISON,
MARION, ILLINIOS, SUIT APPARENTLY on APPEALTD UNITED srnras
SUPREME COURT. '
_END PAGE ONE
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33 157-644
PAGE TYO

 RIVIZY Y OTHER AUTHORS,

0w APRIL 30, 1974, JOWNTe WILLIAKS STATED

" HE HAD tasT 7aLxed wIT{Ho anLan & FE4 HoURS
 EARLIZA AND AT THAT T AILLAY vAS WILLIsG

£ 70 BE INTERVIENED PERSONALLYs ™AILLIAUS STATED
HZ RHouSs oMLY THATRC MILLAY DID NOT REVIEY Fl

| FILas./éfgfgiﬁzaﬂ HE WOULD CONTACT BOSTON
cxs:cglcoucznnzas POSSIBLE INTERVISY AFIER

. CONFERIING WITH'RG HILLAY UPOH SOCdHITE'S RLTU3H
FROM TENHESSEL ot

' BOSTON WILL ARTANGE INTERVIEY WITH WG MILLAY
v IF POSSISLE AWD HEEP BUREAU ADVISED,

4 g

' HoLD

&
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BS 157-644 A ’
PAGE Tu0 »

CEORGE MC MILLAN CALLED BOSTON OFFICE T0 HOURS
LATER AND ASKED THAT HE BE CONTACTED FOR INTERVIEW
4725/ 744 o h

BOSTON WILL INTERVIEW MC MILLAN 4/29/74 10 RESOLVE
ANY POSSIBLE ALLEGATION THAT ‘HE MAY HAVE RECEIVED

BUREAU REPORTS IN THIS MATTZR.

H

+

* . i
»

END

PAY FBIHQ
LR
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Ext, Affairs o
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Intell, o
Laboratoly e
Plan. & Eval
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Training . e

Lezal Count e

1 Telephone Rom,

Director Sec’y o

10 DIRECTOR (44-38861)
B0STON .

FROY COLUMBIA (44-299) (RUEC) (IP)

MURKIN =

¥
|

REBUREAUTEL TO COLU1BIA, APRIL 28, 1974,

ON APRIL 27, 1974, MRS, JoE. HCTEER, COFFIN POINT,
FROGHORE, S4Ce, A HEIGHBOR OF GEORGE MCHILLAN, ADVISED
MCWILLAN'S HOUSE IS CLOSED FOR THE SUMMER AND HE HaS RETURNED
TO 12 HILLIARD STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS., TELEPHONE 547-620.

~ BOS ToN INTERVIEW MCHILLAN AT, CAMSRIDGE ADDRESS.
END S
RHXXX RXH FBIHQ Acx"roé oNE
LR =

o 18 oo
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PLAINTEXT FACSIMILE URGENT

To: SACs Boston (Enclosures 3) 4/26/74
Columbia (Enclosures 3)

From: Director, FBI (44-38861) 1 - Mr. McDonough

MURKIN
‘Enclosed are communications from the Department.

For info of receiving offices you will not¢the Civil
Rights Division requests we interview appropriate Bureau
personnel concerning comments made in correspondence from
Bernard Fenstexwald, attorney for James Ear) Ray. Fensterwald
asserts that based on correspondence of George McMillan which
he obtained, authors Gerold Prank, William Bradford Huie and
McMillan have had access to FBI reports in the King
assassination case. In the letter referred to, McMillan
states “sometime before I write this section I am going to
Memphis and look at the FBI file on the case; that's been
nade available to me. Knowing what I know some of the
things in that file might look different to me from what they
looked to Frank and Huie."

Bufiles show McMillan has contacted the Bureau
previously for information on the Ray case and other Civil
Rights cases and there is no indication that he has been
furnished information by the Bureau from Bureau files. Our
files do show that in January, 1971, in response to his
request for data in the Ray case, the Civil Rights Division
of the Department advised McMillan that the only information
which could be made available to him consisted of documents
filed on behalf of the States of Tennessee and Missouri
in the extradition proceeding against Ray in British Court.

Appropriate personnel at the Bureau and in the
Menmphis Office advise that they have no information that Bureau

reports were furnished McMillan, Frank or Huie in this
matter.

1 -~ Memphis (Info) (Enclosures 3)

EIM/pwl )3( SEE NOTE PAGE 2 . . .
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‘Facsimile to SACs Boston
Columbia

‘Re: MURKIN

44-38861

Bureau files indicate that McMillan in
December, 1973, was in Coffin Point, Frogmore, South
Carolina, although the letterhead on his letter of 9/14/73
sets forth a Cambridge, Massachusetts, address.

The Boston and Columbia Offices should immediately
attempt to ascertain whereabouts of McMillan in order that
he can be interviewed to resolve any possible allegation
that he, Frank or Huie have received Bureau reports in this
matter. Handle immediately and keep Bureau advised of
developments. Sutel summary of results of interview
of McMillan and follow with LHM. This is to be vigorously
pursued until resolved.

NOTE: See General Investigative Division informative

note dated 4/26/74, EJM/bap.
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tgivj.l Rights Division requests
‘we interview appropriate Bureau personnel
concexrning comments made in correspondence
from Bernard Fensterwald, attorney for
James Earl Ray. Pensterwvald asserts that
based on correspondence of George HMcMillan
which he obtained, authors Gerold Frank,
HWilliam Bradford Huie and ¥McMillan have had
access to FBI reports in the King assassination
case. In the letter referred to, McMillan
states "sonetime before I write this section
I am going to Memphis and look at the PBI
file on the casge; that's been made available
to me. ZXEnowing what I know some of the
things in that file might look different to
nme from what they looked to Frank and Huile.”

- Bufiles show McMillan has contacted the
Bureau previously for information on the Ray
case and other Civil Rights cases and there
is no indication that he has been furnished
Ainformation by the Bureau from Bureau
files. Our files do show that in January,
1971, in response to his request for data
in the Ray case, -the Civil Rights Division
of the Department advised McMillan that the
only information which could be made
available“to him conaisted of docunents filed
on behalf of the states of Tennessee and
Missouri in the extradition proceeding against
Ray in British Court.

Appropriate personnel at the Bureau and
in the Menphis Office advise that
they have no information that Bureau reports
were furnished McMillan, Prank or Hule in
this matter. /

It is recommended we interview McMillan
and pin this down and upon receipt of
results, Civil Rights Division and !’enstezwald
will be approprlatelx advised. -

“ebep Netaasr g
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J. Stanley Pottinger ,
Assistant Attorney General . DJ 144-72-662
Civil Rights Division ‘ o
S | e Ak
- Asgassination of Dr., Martin Luther King. Jr.

Reference is made to your investigation of the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., Bureau flle L
£44-38861, and the attached correspondence between this T
Division and Mr., Bernard Fensterwald, attormey for James
Earl Ray.

. o s
Mr., Fensterwald asserts that authors Gerold ;
Frank, William Bradford Huie and George McMillan have ‘
had access to FBI xeports in connection with this
mtter. . . . 1ar oz ) ';-f;;,::
Please interview the appropriate Bureau personnel
who may have information, or comrents, with regard to
Mr, Fensterwald's assertion and advise us whether there T 1
is any indication that these authors had acceas to the @~
Yeports as asserted. PP~ »
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Mr. Bernard'Fensterwald, Jr.
Law Offices >
Fensterwald and Ohlhausen - -

910 Sixteenth Street, N.W. SR S - C

Washington, D.C. 20006 -

Dear Mr. Fensterwald:

¥

This is to reply to your letteﬁ of March 27, 1974,
enclosing a letter from one George McMillan to John Larry
Ray, and requesting access to our investigative file

~pertaining to the assassination of Reverend Martin Luther

King,

As an investigative file pertaining to a possible
violation of federal criminal statutes, this material is
specifically exempted from disclosure pursuant to the
Freedom of Information Act. See 5 U.S.C. §552. Any
disclosure of the contents of this file would be contrary
to Department policy and regulations. ‘

I regret that we could not be of more assistance.,

. Sincerely,

K. William O'Connor
-Deputy Assistant Attorney General
.. ,7'Civil Rights Division "o

=
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Despite our best efforts, Ray is still in Eéfb;

starting his 18th month. . :
N .

He go to Houston to deposg Pefcy Foreman jn,AprzApﬁ;%a 1974

Oh joy!!
: | 0..8.21,
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BERNARD FENSTERWALD, JR a . NEW YORK ASSOCIATES
WILLIAM'G. OHLKAUSEN el , ) "-x: BASS & ULLMAN
GORDON F. HARRISON N L. " 342 Mabison Avrnut
! +  OF COUNSIL oo s NEW YORX, N. Y. 10017
March 27, 1974
" Mr. william O'Connor
550 11th St., N.W. .
Washington, D. C. o i
| . Lo ‘-‘ o ) . . ‘ il ;"
Dear Bill: - ~ . ! R
I enclose a copy of a letter which I obtained, and which
should be of interest to you. It is from George McMillan, ‘
* ~ well known writer and hopeful biographer of James Earl Ray; 5
it is to John Ray, Jame's brother.
As you will note, McMillan claims access to the FBI file
" and asserts that both Gerold Frank and William Huie had 3
access. ’ !
If this is true, and I have reason to believe it is true .
at least in the cases of Huie and Frank, I believe that I, )
N as Ray's attorney, am entitled to access. In fact, I believe .
I'm entitled under the FOI Act as an individual. It would “
~be to everyone's advantage, I believe, to let me examine it
.., gquietly rather than after a big, public flap. Y &
t 0 -
‘Would you look into this and take it up with your elders. ¥
Warmest regards.
’ Sincerely, oo .
,‘;".4:‘ . ot -, . ' ,‘:"tv,:‘ ';_‘_" ‘ . %‘.13_ j' ‘}_’.” . 3 -.‘-'.- _,‘ :?g,:.',?'_ - \ L ’: . j‘.( .o “ l.;‘fl.
: Bernard Fensterwald, Jr.
. BF:cr ) ) . . s s
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GEORSE MeMiLian

’ : 2 HILVIARD STRIEY
CAMBRIDGE, MALS 02138

PHONE 617.547.6260

‘ 1
i

Dear Jack:

That was a coo0d letter
Feacock

¥

the tlackierries, -etc.
Lewiston, not far froz EIwing.

is an alconolic ané that e isn't doing much of

enything bimself,

Y R L .

vou wrote azout
1s now living in

-

I heard tpat nls wife

Nt el o

My lawsuit
lavwyere expesct soxe

. .
to see you goes on, in fact ay '

¥ind of decicion from the

Teleral

2%&x And bvearter
Or 814 Cason own

ki

ool hall?
at Browa?

"
-
b

-
»
-

the

o

ran

aeon
{ore or after

o

and Fat run

h

thournt a ma

hop.
&
v
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Pe

Juése here in BSoston witiin next two weeks. 3ut, even

if he ectes in zv faver, ‘the governzent has recourses

which will sti1l celay my seeing you. I az now well :
alonz wvith =y took &nd a2z workinz aszainst 2 nard i
¢eadlline of Haren 1f, 1073, it is i{pe sksoluite lest )
date on which I can do anythinr with ny manuscript.

Ivat meens 3L will Te purlicshed in tke Fzll of 1¢74,

egtout a2 year fro=x now. 3Scok putlishing is & very

ea

slow affair.
The thing I want {o talk witn you abont

now le xzxgfRinx s2hout what went on betwern vou

ané Jinmzy snd Jerry and Jizmmv in 4hat year tetween

the tinme he eccape ;eff Jity end was arrested

€ )
0% v o
in Londor I especizallv want Lo know atout the tize

-
het Tafs N 3 -t .
Cetween Jeflf vfzy ang ~eztals, Whal 1 most want to
éc is check witn you tze siorv Jerry told me in
Chicezo in tae suzmzer of 1672 when I wenf ocut there
“w - Fy * e -
t.? tizes go,inzerv;ew tin., e tclc me one hell of 2 '
}ou stuff. JIhen he sent ue & tage con vwalch be s3id
Y 3 ) ,
22«386 §o§§§d re. inp$t all the stulf I ol froa hin
£i0€, vellinx zysell 1T wee crotaerly all 1ot of
c"‘“ - :.” Lad :. :v '.' \ y‘ .»a\- K ab,&. a -Ov 01. .
hu-u.‘ ~NCn Lae ctaer Llay I looked at it acaln, rezad
1 o P g ke :
$t~i:?-°i'f csrefully. I chenzed Iy 2ind azout it. .
¥ A - - - - *
:_c,,:uig tnat uaffy nacé volé me tae truth, that z2il
a*tn” v P : ) ,
f?ig”fg" was pretiy zuch tzue, thal zZavte ke nad
Li€C L0 e 2ToUl sole names, inventad zah! !
nazes, inventsd sczikine ner
Oor *hovs Tud thgt sk ra.o.,‘n’ 3 . Avy A ;,’.‘.v < ;V~e
‘;. hlv:.:a,‘\'-. kY .s-d -~ \h:ne g_w-..vl"a- SV\-’.'\ ag a4 TCLC e wag
- Iy :
{au,.‘-2§~ g waat I Ttelleve now, ané I oean to use
. e sJufi. ' . ' ' '
. -3,
- . e .
- zut I want to check Lt as zuch as I con.,
I o r v Anantrar - ol VI SN :. P 1 -
t-zna?l'efcf caecked & cgupﬁe ol tulings & taey've
ariec cul 10 Te true. Sorellime Talse T wrlta thic
Santinn ¥ s salua sa O TTUTT SN Lon 5t cha ST
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] : P S GEORGE MCMX-LL')\N n R
. 13 HILLIARD sTReTf " MR
v . CAMRRIDGE, MASS. 02132 - )

PHONE 617.247.6260

‘ Whet I would like x2 Ziore. than anytaing 4ds to
check Jerry's story with you. %hat do you thirk atout
doing 1t ty.mail? I've. jus» Teen taking for geanted
toat tnis is sogething vou‘woulcn t want to write
exout. 43 I vwronz? Let me know. If it's CK with "ou
it'e 06X witoa ae., . . )

And I owill xoaxx pay you something for your
belp. Mot a tig cun. Ané 1 won't pay in advance. ZI've
teen hac tooroften for thaat. Zut I will pay as we go
along, : .

And if we don't éo it now, I don't know when
we will ever Go it, Time is ruaning out for ze,
Ané I'm coing to use something so it aight as well te
the straight story.

I would like to t2lk witn Jimzy. Ije Tennessee
officlals have given me permission. 3But Jizmoy won't

see me, Just as he pasn't seen any writer. Jerry says
that if Jimmy's current appeal is turned éown in

Cincinnati that Jicay is going to talk, holé 2 press
cenference., Well, I goubt that there would Te zuch Sor
Re Iin that press co.ferencé. Soth Stoner snd Soreman
have uread Jiz=oy to 21k wity Je cutl zersierwalé cdoes

not vant hin to.

I think he sbould. X¥in s
going to Ye done in the foreseeatle futl An
can't sell.another "story" like he sol@ fuie.
Notody 1s going to pay nim anymore unless tkey check the
story in advance. h, layce soze IV retwork micht cay
him 2 reletively szall sua for en on-¢ rz interview.
But that wouldn't help anyrody. '

(SRR

D ¥

) One zore question. To you heve any plcitres
of your faxily? Yaur Jotbew? Any olé piﬂtureQ of
any kind of .eny meater of the family?

Look forwaré to tesring froa vou sofm.

*

. . Since

, .
;9
A v .
dr., John Lerry Rey 726708 - ‘
Yarion . |
Illinois
o
FS I Zoving South Cctokr lst eo anewsr this letier 45
ze at T Coffig Poins T oTTrTh ot
- ~

.
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Dissemination ~
Bt ®
D-417 (9-1
- , (Copies to Offices Checked)
To: L) Director, Att '

) SAC. Roon1 2258, Division 6
{3 Albany Houston Oklahoma City
{3 Albuquerque Indianapolis Omaha
=] Alexandria Jackson Philadelphia
'Anchorage Jacksonville ] Phoenix
Atlanta Kansas City 11 Pittsburgh
Baltimore Knoxville Portland
Bimingbam Las Vegas Richmond
{2} Boston Little Rock {7 Sacramento
Buffalo {3} Los Angeles St. Louis
% Butte ) Louisville Salt Lake City
;[ Charlotte Merephis San Antonio
] Chicago Miami San Diego
3 Cincinnati Milwaukee San Francisco
% Cleveland Minneapolis —) San Juan
1 Columbia 1) Mobile Savannah,
Dallas Newark Seattle
Denver New Haven Springfield
173 Detroit =) New Orleans Tampa .
El Paso New York City Washington Field
Honolulu Norfolk

Date ,_hm&.—__—_
RE:
YURKIN

i

REMARKRO Dr, RUSSELL IADLEY. Enclosed is ‘
" Xeroxod copz' of Los Angsles airtol to the Bureau
'dated 10/9/68, cnclosing copy of FD-302 vegord-
ing dnterview with Dr. HADLEY.

;copy, of Los sngelos borsbype. dabed I/A/en.
2 iCOPY s Angeclos telobypo, 9
and FD-302, dated 1;/16/68, rogarding negative
Interview of VON X0SS. ZIneclosed is Xeroxed
‘copy of Los Angeles teclotype dated 4/16/68,
regarding positive interview with VO X0SS. No
D302 is available for VO K0SS. ' °

BU Lj};-38861 / e
FILE # LA Lil;=257h OFFICE . LOS _ANGELES -——
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mr. '!’:(rnnck /A‘/ M ﬁ M‘&A@ %Z;?J

G. E. Malnfeldt

PROCMORE, SOUTH CAROLINA
REQUEST POR DATA FPROM OUR PILES ON JAMES EARL RAY

Captioned individual called Bureau Headguarters on
11-26-73 and was referred to Farrington of the Preedom of
Information Act (POIA) Umpit, Mr. MeMillan advised that he
was working on a book concerning Jaces Farl Rey which he hoped
to eventually be published by Little, Brown and Co vy. In
this regard, he stated that he had received various data on Ray
which he feels is accurate hut which he would like to have -
verified by the PRI, This information included evidence that
there was, in fact, no conspiracy involved in Ray's slaying
of Dr. Martin Luther King. He would alse like to verify some
information coming to his attention concerning Ray's activities
while in prison and his association with one Stumm.

The provisions of the FOIA, particularly the exemp-
tion coverino investicatory files compiled for law enforcement
purposes that were not over 15 years old, were explained to
him, Although he was guite disappointed over our inability
to cooperate with him, he claimed that he fully understood.
tie stated that he would be back in touch with us sowe time
in the future to determine if our position on furnishing hi=m
data on James Earl Ray had changed.

our files reveal that ¥r, MoMillan is a free-lance
writer who has contacted the Bureau on a nusber of coccasions
previously concerning the James Farl Ray case and various
ecivil rights investications conducted by the ¥SI in the Scuth.
As recently as January, 1971, ir response to his request for
data from the James Bar} case,, Department advised him

that the only information ‘ =made available to hir
congisted ::d t: filad f of the States of 8
Tennessaa x dition procsedings concer

_ i the PR !&lz ‘ g
b" nt “i- %5 -u !

- My, 3 .0 CEREVEDY A
1 - ¥r. Malmfeldt Lol

Jor:law (7) ryl,]/ COETINUED -~ om
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G. I, Malmfeldt to Mr. Franck "xerv\o
Re: Ceorge'McMillan ‘

1

Ray in the British Court, Since it was the Departnent’'s ‘
intention to make those limited papers available in the
futura to authors,; publishers or members of the public who
‘wished to inspect then, M, lcMillan was invited, by the
Department, to review those docunents only. .~

RECOKHB‘IDA" IOE! H

‘ + For information in the event Mr. Mcuillan contacts
- the Bureau in the future, :

t
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4/23/74
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION - ;
MURKIN
your 4/15/74

DJ~-144-72-662 JSP :FDA :SH: bmp

t

NOTE: Reference is made to my memorandum dated 4/19/74.
Enclosed is a copy of interview of Dr. Russell
Hadley dated 10/2/68 in Los Angeles and a copy of
a negative contact with Xavier Von Koss on 4/13/68.
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4/11/74

AIRTEL

70: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: " SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

SUBJECT: MURKIN
A ———

O s e T

Re Bureau telephone call to Memphis, 4/16/74.

Enclosed for the Bureau are original and 4 copiles
of 1LHM dated and captioned as above.

No local dissemination is being made of this LHM,

As met forth in enclosed LHM, information con-
tained in Memphis files reflect that for several days prior
to 4/3/68, the date of KING's arrival in Memphis, members
of his staff were registered at the Lorraine Motel, and
KING himself upon his arrival at Memphis went directly to
the Lorraine Motel and registered., There is no indication
whatsoever that he was registered at the Holiday Inn Rivermont
or that he had any intention of staying at the Holiday Inn
Rivermont on his 4/3/68 trip to Memphis.

( /- Bureau (Eucs, 5)

2 «~ Memphis
HSL:mrp
(5) ¥
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CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION | k \/\

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING

‘ your 4 4
FDA:sh DI 144-72.662 /T
xXXAXXXAXXXXXXXXX1etterhead memorandum
4/37/14 Memphis

XX(F) JCLinjg

(1)
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4/17/74
AIRTEL
70: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)
FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987) (P)

- SUBJECT: MURKIN

Re Buroau ‘telephone call to Memphis, 4/16/74.

Enclased for the Bureau are original nnd 4 copies
of LHM dated and captioned as above.

No local dissemination is being made of this m.

As set forth in enclomed LHM, information con-
tained in Memphis files reflect that for several days prior
to 4/3/68, the date of KING's arrival in Memphis, members
of his staff were registered at the Lorraine Motel, and

. . KING himself upon his arrival at Memphis went diroctly to

the Lorraine Motel and registered. There is no indication :
whatsoever that he was registered at the Holiday Inn Rivermont
or that he had any intention of staying at the lloliday Inn
Rivermont on his 4/3/68 trip to Memphis.

S

(8' = Bureau (Encs. 5)
2 - Memphis

HSL:mxrp

(5)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE * ~
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Pleas¢ Refer to Nemphis, Tenncssee

File No.

April 17, 1974

RE: MNURKIN

On March 28, 1968, Mr. D. A. Hurphy, ChieZ,
Reservation Section, American Airlines, llemphls, Tonnessee,
advised Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr., arrived Memphis Municipal
éggort froa Atlanta, Georgla, at 10:22 A.M,. on Karch 28,

' Lt. B, H, Arkin, Intelligence Unit, Memphis,
Tennessee, Police Department, advised on March 28, 1968,
that a ‘motorcycle escort provided by the Memphis Police
Department escorted Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his
party to the intersection of Hernando and Linden Avenue,

Memphis, where Xing Joined a masgive march of approximately

7,000 persone, This march primarily sponsored by the
Memphis sanitation workers had begun at 10:00 A M. from
Clayborn Temple and had proceeded to the intersection of
Hernando Street and Linden Avenue when Dr. Xing joined the
march 'on foot at 10:50 A.K..

Lt. Arkin advised as this march continued at
11:10 A,¥. on lMarch 28, 1968, the marchers became completely
unruly, store windows were broken, looting began, and at
11:15 A,M, Dr. King made the statement that he had to get
out of there.

Lt. Y. X. Nichols of the Memphis Police Department
advised that at approximately 11:15 A.M, Dr. King, Rev. Ralph
Abvernathy, and three others of Dr., King's staff ran from the
head of this march to ¥ront Street between M¥cCall and Gayoso
where they attempted to commandeer a white panel truck in
an effort to get avay from the march, The driver of the
white panel truck refused to help.  One of Dr, Kimg's
associates then stopped a white Pontlac occupied by two
Negro women and they were asked if they would assist in
getting King out of danger. One of King's aideg:#1lid behind
the steering wheel, King and three other members of his staff
entered the rear seat of the Pontiac, and the car was driven

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176




MURKIN

to McCall and Front Street, and at this point the car was
surrounded by approximately 50 individuals, all black.

' Lt. Nichols cleared the crowd from around the
Pontiac and asked the driver of the Pontiac where he wanted
t0o go, The driver stated he had Rev. King in -the back seat,
that he had to get away, and asked the officer to escort
them to the Hotel Sheraton-Peabody.

‘Lt. Nichols explained that due to the rioting they
could not get to the Peabody Hotel and asked if they desired
to go to another place. The Negro driver stated, "Just get
us away from trouble.” :

Lt. Nichols then escorted the car containing Dr.
King to the Rivermont Motel where Lt. Nichols went to the
desk clerk and asked if she had space for five Negroes,
including Rev. King. 'The desk clerk told Lt. Nichols the
Negroes could remain in the lobby and an effort would be
made to ohtain a room for them, . :

Lt. Nichols stated that a room was found for Dr.
~ King and his party of four and that :this group checked -into
" the Rivermont Motel at 11:24 A,M. on March 28, 1968.

: On March 29, 1968, Lt. E. H. Arkin advised that
Dr. Martin Luther Xing, Jr., spent the night of March 28,
1968, at the Rivermont Motel and at 2:30 P.M. on March 29,
1968, he and his staff were escorted by the Memphis, K Police
Department to the Memphis Municipal Airport where Dr. King
left Memphis via Eastern Airlines for Atlanta, Georgla, at
3:20 P.M. on March 29, 1968, g ‘

: ‘On April 1, 1968, Inspector G. P. Tines, Inspectional
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that the following
members of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
staff were in Memphis and currently registered at the Lorraine
Motel: R. B. Cottonreader, James Orange, Rev. Jesse Jackson,
and James L. Bevel. ' ’ .

- Hosea L. ¥Williame, Director of Voters Registration,
SCLC, advimed Inspector Tines on April 1, 1968, that Rev,
Martin Luther King, Jr., would arrive in Memphis April 2,
1968, staying at the Lorraine Motel and that a mass march -
would be held April 5, 1968, led by Dr. King.

2

¢ “
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MURKIN

On April 3, 1968, Lt. E. H., Arkin advised that
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his aides Ralph D,
Abernathy, Bernard Lee, and Andrew M. Young arrived at
Memphis Municipal Airport at 10:15 A.M. from Atlanta,
Georgia, via Eastern Airlines. According to Lt. Arkin,
Dr. King was met by local SCIC leaders James Morris Lawson
and Mrs. Thomas Matthews,

According to Lt. Arkin, a security detail of the
Memphis Police Department was on hand to escort Dr, King;
however, upon approaching Mrs. Thomas Matthews this gecurity
detail wag informed that the SCLC had not requested police
protection and that the security detail was not welcome.
This security detail contacted Rev. Lawson and asked is
to Dr. King's schedule so that security could be arranged,
and Lawson stated that he did not know what Dr. King's
schedule was,

. Dr. King and his group were -taken by private car
to the Lorraine Motel where they were registered.

Lt.. Arkin advised Dr. King spent the night of
April 3,1968, at the Lorraine Motel and was at this motel
;;6 ghe tine he was shot at approximately 6:00 PM,, April 4,

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the ¥BI., It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.. l

,3‘
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Director : /r < / -
Federal Bureau of Investigation

_ JSP:FDA: bmp
J. Stanley Pottinger
Assistant Attorney General DI 144-72-662
Civil Rights Division

The Assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King -

Reference is made to Bureau File $#44-38861, the
investigation of the Assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King., Recently, the allegations listed below have come
to our attention, and we examined the investigative
reports which were previously furnished to us, and found
no reference in them which bore on the accuracy of these
allegations,

‘It 1s, therefore, requested that your agents cause
a search of any files you might have to detetrmine whether
there is any reference to:

, (1) A Reverend Xavier Von Koss, a hypnotist who
James Earl Ray allegedly visited in Los Angeles on ‘
January 4, 1968;

(2) Dr. Russell C, Hadley, a plastic¢ surgeon
located in Hollywood, Califomia » who allegedly perfoxrmed
cosmetic surgery on Ray's nose on March 5, 1968; and,

(3) An alleged decision to change Dr. King's
Memphis accommodations from the Holiday Inn to the
Lorraine Motel just prior to the assassination, as
well as an alleged change in his room accommodations
at the Lorraine Motel.

This request is only for a search of your files,
and no field investigation is requested or desired,
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1 NOTE: ENCLOSED ARE 1 COPY OF WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS
DATED 12/4/72 AMR ONE COPY OF ARTICLE WHICH APPEARED IN

NASHVILLE BANNER 3/15/74 ADVISING THAT THIS CIVIL ACTION
WAS TRANSFERRED TO USDC MEMPHIS,
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