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This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

At 9:30p. m., 6/1/08, Moss Ines, Legal Attache, Ottawa, Canada,
telephonically advised that the Roayl Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) are
conducting a survey of Canadian passports in an attempt to locate James Earl
fray. RCMP investigators have located Canadan passport number
DY909324 for one Ramon George Sneyd Issued 4/24/68, at Ottawa. This
passport contains aphotograph of Sneyd which RCMP advises is very
definitely similar to Bay and there is good probability it is a photograph
of Ray.

Sneyd's application for passport was filed on his behalf by the
Kennedy Travel Bureau, 962 Dundad Street West, Toronto, and was handled
by Miss L. Spencer who RCMP is attempting to locate for interview. Sneyd
filed an affidavit in lieu of listing a guarantor that he had onlybeen in
Toronto three weeks and did not know a guarantor. Passport data listed
Sneyd as white male, born 10/8/32, at Toronto, five feet ten inches in height,
168 pounds in weight, black hair, blue eyes, residence 988 Dundad Street,
Toronto (RCMP established this to be a Chinese rooming house where Sneyd
arrived 4/19/68, and roomed for three weeks). He also listed as a friend
Paul Bridgman, 102 (or 108) Oasington Street, Toronto (RCMP has been
unable to locate Bridgman to date).

The purpose for the Canadian passport was for Sneyd to fly to
London, England, 5/6/68, via British Overseas Airlines Company (BOAC)
and return to Canada 5/21/68. RCMP as yet has no information as to what
BOAC flight Sneyd may have taken to London and there is no indication he
has returned to Canada.,
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This is the case involving the murder of MArtin Luther King, Jr.

At 9:30 p. m., 6/1/68, Moss lnes, Legal Attache, Ottawa, Canada,
telephonically advised that the Roayl Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) are
conducting a survey of Canadian passports in an attempt to locate James Earl
Ray. RCMP investigators have located Canadian passport number
DJ909324 for one taxon George Sneyd issued 4/24/68, at Ottawa. This
passport contains a photograph of Sneyd which RCMP advises is very
definitely similar to Ray and there is good probability it is a photograph
of Ray.

Sneyd's application for passport was filed on his behalf by the
Kennedy Travel Bureau, 962 Dundad Street West, Toronto, and was handled
by Miss L. Spencer who RCMP is attempting to locate for interview. Sneyd
filed an affidavit in lieu of lsting a guarantor that he had only been in
Toronto three weeks and did not know a guarantor. Passport data listed
Sneyd as white male, born 10/8/32, at Toronto, five feet ten inches in height,
168 pounds in weight, black hair, blue eyes, residence 968 Dundad Street,
Toronto (RCMP established this to be a Chinese rooming house where Eneyd
arrived 4/19/68, and roomed for three weeks). He also listed as a friend
Paul Bridgman, 102 (or 108) Ossington Street, Toronto (RCMP has been
unable to locate Bridgman to date).

The purpose for the Canadian passport was for Sneyd to fly to
London, England, 5/6/68, via British Overseas Airlines Company (BOAC)
and return to Canada 5/21/68. RCMP as yet has no information as to what
BOAC flight Sneyd may have taken to London and there is no indication he
has returned to Canada.
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The following action was taken by Extra-Duty Supervisor Hunter E.
Helgeson on 6-2-68, regarding location by Canadian authorities of a passport
issued to Ramon George Sneyd:

Legal Attache John Minnich, London, England, was telephonically
contacted. He advised that there would be no record maintained on an indi
vidual entering England or any of the Commonwealth under Canadian passport.
He pointed out that if a person arrived on a plane from Canada at London, he
would merely present his passport to Immigration officials who would stamp
the passport but- no record would be made of the person's entry.

Minnich stated there were several avenues of investigation possible
in London which are: (1) check of British Overseas Airlines Company (BOAC)
passenger manifests to determine if a person by the name of Sneyd was on an
incoming flight. In this connection, he noted that this is a holiday weekend
in England and that- Monday, 6-3-68, is a holiday, similar to our Labor Day,

. and he doubted if. such a check of BOAC records could be undertaken before
6-4-68; however, he would explore the possibility on 6-3-68. (2) Circularize
the name of Ramon George Sneyd through the Hotel Security Officers Associa
tion to determine if Sneyd was registered in a London hotel. He pointed out
that there was no guarantee that such circularization would not be leaked to
the press. (3) Circularization through the Metropolitan Police Gazette which
is a periodical sent to all police agencies in the United Kingdom. Here again
while the Gazette is supposedly restricted to police agencies, information
contained therein very often comes to the attention of the press. (4) Arrange
for widespread publicity through news media of subject's photograph and
descriptive data.

Minnich was instructed that at this point all investigation should be
handled in a discreet fashion and that- he should take no action concerning
circularization through the Hotel Security Officers Association or the
Metropolitan Police Gazette and no publicity to news media unless specifically
authorized by the Bureau. He was instructed to have a check of BOAC records
instituted as soon as possible.
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1 - Mr. Rosen Tele. Room
FROM : C. L. McGowan Holmes

1 - Mr. Malley Gondy

1 - Mr. McGowan

SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long

The following action was taken by Extra-Duty Supervisor Hunter E.
Helgeson on 6-2-68, regarding location by Canadian authorities of a passport
issued to Ramon George Sneyd:

Legal Attache John Minnich, London, England, was telephonically
contacted. He advised that there would be no record maintained on an indi-
vidual entering England or any of the Commonwealth under Canadian passport.
He pointed out that if a person arrived on a plane from Canada at London, he
would merely present his passport to Immigration officials who would stamp
the passport but no record would be made of the person's entry.

Minnich stated there were several avenues of investigation possible
in London which are: (1) check of British Overseas Airlines Company (BOAC)
passenger manifests to determine if a person by the name of Sneyd was on an
incoming flight. In this connection, he noted that this is a holiday weekend
in England and that Monday, 6-3-68, is a holiday, similar to our Labor Day,
and he doubted if such a check of BOAC records could be undertaken before
6-4-68; however, he would explore the possibility on 6-3-68. (2) Circularize
the name of Ramon George Sneyd through the Hotel Security Officers Associa-
tion to determine if Sneyd was registered in a London hotel. He pointed out
that there was no guarantee that such circularization would not be leaked to
the press. (3) Circularization through the Metropolitan Police Gazette which
is a periodical sent to all police agencies in the United Kingdom. Here again
while the Gazette is supposedly restricted to police agencies, information
contained therein very often comes to the attention of the press. (4) Arrange
for widespread publicity through news media of subject's photograph and
descriptive data.

Minnich was instructed that at this point all investigation should be
handled in a discreet fashion and that he should take no action concerning
circularization through the Hotel Security Officers Association or the
Metropolitan Police Gazette and no publicity to news media unless specifically
authorized by the Bureau. He was instructed to have a check of BOAC records
instituted as soon as possible.
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

In connection with past information indicating Ray might desire to
travel to Rhodesia, Minnich advised that all British are banned from travel
to Rhodesia and, therefore, he would have extreme difficulty using a Canadian
passport to leave London for Rhodesia but he did point out that a person could
fly from London to some point on the continent and from there travel to Rhodesia.

Legal Attache Moss Innes, Ottawa, Canada, advised at 1:45 p. m.,
6-2-68, that Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) had reported no new
developments to him and that if he did not hear from them by 5:00 p. m.,
he would call them and thereafter call the Bureau bringing the Canadian
investigation up to date. He pointed out that RCMP is checking regarding
whether or not there was a legitimate birth certificate filed for Sneyd.
In connection with the handwriting examination being done by RCMP, he
said a comparison was being made with the signature on the lease executed
by Galt in Montreal. RCMP is also checking to determine what- records
BOAC maintains in Canada concerning London passengers. Innes was
advised that an FBI Identification Record was located for one Paul Osborn
Bridgeman, FBI number 352 520 C, indicating Bridgeman had been finger
printed by the Department of Correction, Jefferson City, Missouri, on
4-23-65, and could very well have been confined to the Missouri State
Penitentiary at the time Ray was confined.there.

Innes will attempt to get passport application and photograph of Sneyd
in the mail to the Bureau 6-3-68.

Innes was instructed that all investigation in Canada regarding this
matter should be handled in a discreet fashion.

ASAC Cliff Halter, Memphis Office, was telephonically advised of
the developments concerning the Canadian passport issued to Sneyd. SAC
Robert Jensen, Memphis Office, subsequently called and suggested that
Legat, Ottawa be requested to have laundries in the vicinity of the Chinese
rooming house checked to determine if 'photographs of-Ray could be identified
by them. SAC Jensen also suggested that as soon as photographs of Sneyd are
obtained from Legat, Ottawa, copies should be sent to St. Louis and Chicago
to be shown to Ray's relatives.
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

In connection with past information indicating Ray might desire to
travel to Rhodesia, Minnich advised that all British are banned from travel
to Rhodesia and, therefore, he would have extreme difficulty using a Canadian
passport to leave London for Rhodesia but he did point out that a person could
fly from London to some point on the continent and from there travel to Rhodesia.

Legal Attache Moss Innes, Ottawa, Canada, advised at 1:45 p. m. ,
6-2-68, that Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) had reported no new
developments to him and that if he did not hear from them by 5:00 p. m. ,
he would call them and thereafter call the Bureau bringing the Canadian
investigation up to date. He pointed out that RCMP is checking regarding
whether or not there was a legitimate birth certificate filed for Sneyd.
In connection with the handwriting examination being done by RCMP, he
said a comparison was being made with the signature on the lease executed
by Galt in Montreal. RCMP is also checking to determine what records
BOAC maintains in Canada concerning London passengers. Innes was
advised that an FBI Identification Record was located for one Paul Osborn
Bridgeman, FBI number 352 520 C, indicating Bridgeman had been finger-
printed by the Department of Correction, Jefferson City, Missouri, on
4-23-65, and could very well have been confined to the Missouri State
Penitentiary at the time Ray was confined there.

Innes will attempt to get passport application and photograph of Sneyd
in the mail to the Bureau 6-3-68.

Innes was instructed that all investigation in Canada regarding this
matter should be handled in a discreet fashion.

ASAC Cliff Halter, Memphis Office, was telephonically advised of
the developments concerning the Canadian passport issued to Sneyd. SAC
Robert Jensen, Memphis Office, subsequently called and suggested that
Legat, Ottawa be requested to have laundries in the vicinity of the Chinese
rooming house checked to determine if photographs of Ray could be identified
by them. SAC Jensen also suggested that as soon as photographs of Sneyd are
obtained from Legat, Ottawa, copies should be sent to St. Louis and Chicago
to be shown to Ray's relatives.
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

SAC Karl Dissly, Kansas City Office, was telephonically advised of
the Canadian developments and was furnished background concerning Paul
Bridgeman, FBI number 352 520 C. SAC Dissly advised that the Department
of Correction, Jefferson City, Missouri, is the Missouri State Penitentiary.
He was instructed to immediately have appropriate record reviewed and set
out necessary leads to locate and interview Bridgeman concerning his knowledge
of subject Ray and present whereabouts and to determine if Bridgeman is now
or was in Toronto, Canada, in April of this year.

ACTION: For information.

-3,
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

SAC Karl Dissly, Kansas City Office, was telephonically advised of
the Canadian developments and was furnished background concerning Paul
Bridgeman, FBI number 352 520 C. SAC Dissly advised that the Department
of Correction, Jefferson City, Missouri, is the Missouri State Penitentiary.
He was instructed to immediately have appropriate record reviewed and set
out necessary leads to locate and interview Bridgeman concerning his knowledge
of subject Ray and present whereabouts and to determine if Bridgeman is now
or was in Toronto, Canada, in April of this year.

ACTION: For information.
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Mr. Rosew May 31, 1968

1- Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1- Mr. Malley

1- Mr. McGowan
MURIN M Long

/ 1 rH. Kelly

Today Legal Attacho Nate Ferris of Mexico City called relating
to the lead furathed by EduardoJose Masuma to the effect thatJames Ray
was reportedly workng at the Sadal Ha Hotel, Isla of Majeres, off the coast
of Mexico.

Ferris advised that an American was a guest at the Sadsil Ha Hotel
front 5/9/68 to 5/12/68 at which time he reportedly left Isla of Majeres for
Mrida, Mexico. Efforts to locate this individual in Merida have been
uasuesful to date.

Ferris advised that Iavestigation disclosed that this individual
arrived in Mexico City, 5/1/8, using the name James H. Anderson or
James Anderson. He stayed at the Maria Isabella Hotel, Mexico City,
from 5/1/68 to 5/4/68 and at the Alfero Hotel, Madco City, from 5/5/68
to 5/6/68 before leaving for Isla of Majeres. In connection with his hotel
registrations he listed his profession as teacher and businessman and
gave a permanent address of 800 Pemasylvanla Avenue, Savanash, Georgia.
He also listed a Diners' Club Card, number 2207-1386-1DC.

According to Ferris this indiieal generally answers the physical
descriptionoat Ray. Four witnesses have said that Anderson resembles
Ray while several others have expressed the opiniot he does not. According
to witnesses Anderson has obviously dyed blond hair and has in his possession
an autowatic pistol. He also hada noticeable limp.

ACTION:

The above was telephonIally furnished to ASAC Thomas Westfall
of the Savannah Office with instructions to conduct immediatekavestigatfoa
to determine whether Anderson is a legitimate existing person and if so,
his currentwhereabouts.

JO :vea
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SEE ADDENDUM PAGE THREE

Mr. Rosen May 31, 1968

1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan
MURKIN 1- Mr. Long

1-Mr. Kelly

Today Legal Attache Nate Ferris of Mexico City called relating
to the lead furnished by Eduardo Jose Molina to the effect that James Ray
was reportedly working at the Sadzil Ha Hotel, Isla of Mujeres, off the coast
of Mexico.

Ferris advised that an American was a guest at the Sadzil Ha Hotel
from 5/9/68 to 5/12/68 at which time he reportedly left Isla of Mujeres for
Merida, Mexico. Efforts to locate this individual in Merida have been
unsuccessful to date.

Ferris advised that investigation disclosed that this individual
arrived in Mexico City, 5/1/68, using the name James H. Anderson or
James Anderson. He stayed at the Maria Isabella Hotel, Mexico City,
from 5/1/68 to 5/4/68 and at the Alfero Hotel, Mexico City, from 5/5/68
to 5/6/68 before leaving for Isla of Mujeres. In connection with his hotel
registrations he listed his profession as teacher and businessman and
gave a permanent address of 800 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia.
He also listed a Diners' Club Card, number 2207-1386-1DC.

According to Ferris this individual generally answers the physical
description of Ray. Four witnesses have said that Anderson resembles
Ray while several others have expressed the opinion he does not. According
to witnesses Anderson has obviously dyed blond hair and has in his possession
an automatic pistol. He also had a noticeable limp.

ACTION:

The above was telephonically furnished to ASAC Thomas Westfall
of the Savannah Office with instructions to conduct immediateinvestigation
to determine whether Anderson is a legitimate existing person and if so,
his current whereabouts.
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

Supervisor Roger Young of the New York Office was also furnished
the above information and instructed to contact the Diners' Club head
quarters in New York to obtain full details regarding the holder of
Diners' Club Card number 2207-18881DC.

*2*

Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

Supervisor Roger Young of the New York Office was also furnished
the above information and instructed to contact the Diners' Club head-
quarters in New York to obtain full details regarding the holder of
Diners' Club Card number 2207-1386-1DC.

-2 -
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ADDENDUM, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION JOI~vea 5/31/8

ASAC Thomas Westfall, Savannah, advised that inquiry has
estabished thatJames H. Anderson is Vice President of the L & A ;
Supermarket, 804 Pennsylvaia Avenue, Sivannah, Georgia. He has
resided in Savannah fora number of years where hehas operated the
above supermarketwith his father.

Anderson aditted that he had been in Mexico earlier this month
and was on the Isla of Mjeres from 5/9 to 12/68. He Is 33 years old,
has bleached blond hair, is somewhat effeminate, and does liipfrom a
permanent ankle inijury sustained several years ago. Anderson denied
currently possession a pistol or having possessed oie while in Mexico.

.Anderson father advised that he did use Diners' Club Card
number 2207-1386-1 0 while In Mexico.

The Agents who intervieved Anderson advised that he does not

resemble James Ray. ;..,

Supervisor Roger Youngof the New York Office advised that the
records of the Diners' Club in Net York City reflectthat Diners9 Club Card
numier 2207-1386-1DC was issuedto James H. Anderson,'Vice President
of the L & A Supermarket, 800 Penns ºlvania Avenue, Savanna tGeorgia, on
10/14/67. At the time the cardiae issued to him he wa 32 years of age and

Sis father, L.E anderson wa: identified as owner of the L A Supermarket

The r dit burea .in ianv hwas conta ted i coine tion with
his applicationfor a Diners' Club Card and verified Anderson's position as
Vice President of theL & S A Tsermarket. He had been known to the credit
hareau since 1960 and a credit rating'of excellent

on 3/30/68 he reported he had lost hiq origina ard issued to
him and was issued a duplicate card under the same number.

ACTION:

The above infornition was furnished to Legat Nate Ferris in

giH~- , gue 4 /t~44l T7/ r ) 'Ed I~4.;e 2y
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ADDENDUM, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION JGK:vea 5/31/68

ASAC Thomas Westfall, Savannah, advised that inquiry has
established that James H. Anderson is Vice President of the L & A
Supermarket, 804 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia. He has
resided in Savannah for a number of years where he has operated the
above supermarket with his father.

Anderson admitted that he had been in Mexico earlier this month
and was on the Isla of Mujeres from 5/9 to 12/68. He is 33 years old,
has bleached blond hair, is somewhat effeminate, and does limp from a
permanent ankle injury sustained several years ago. Anderson denied
currently possession a pistol or having possessed one while in Mexico.

Anderson further advised that he did use Diners' Club Card
number 2207-1386-1DC while in Mexico.

The Agents who interviewed Anderson advised that he does not
resemble James Ray.

Supervisor Roger Young of the New York Office advised that the
records of the Diners' Club in New York City reflect that Diners' Club Card
numer 2207-1386-1DC was issued to James R. Anderson, Vice President
of the L & A Supermarket, 800 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia, on
10/24/67. At the time the card was issued to him he was 32 years of age and

H is father, L. E. Anderson, was identified as owner of the L & A Supermarket.

The credit bureau in Savannah was contacted in connection with
his application for a Diners' Club Card and verified Anderson's position as
Vice President of the L & A Supermarket. He had been known to the credit
bureau since 1960 and a credit rating of excellent.

On 3/30/68 he reported he had lost his original card issued to
him and was issued a duplicate card under the same number.

ACTION:

The above information was furnished to Legat Nate Ferris in
Mexico City. IT WAS POINTED OUT TO FERRIS THAP THE
ORIGINAL ALLEGATION WAS THAT RAY WAS EMPLOYED
IN THE KITCHEN OF THE SADZIE HA HOTEL AND
THE IDENTIFICATION OF ANDERSON As A LEGITIMATE PERSON

DID NOT RESOLVE THE ORIGINAL ALLEGATION HE STATED

HE WAS AWARE of THIS, HAD DESIRED TO DETERMINE

ANDERSONS IDENTITY EVEN A GUEST ON POSSIBILITY

HE MIGHT BE IDENTICAL TO RAY CAND THAT EXPEDITE

NCOMIRY was CONTINUING TO RESOLVE THE ORIGINAL

ALLECATION -3-
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Mr. Rosen May 31, 1968

1- Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1.. Mr' Malley

Mr. McGowaa
+ MURKIW Long

-Mr. Kelly

Today Legal Attache Nate Ferris of Mexico City called relating
to the lead furnished by Eduardo Jose Molina to.the effect that Jams Ray
was reportedly working at the Sadsll Ha Hotel, Isla of M eres, off the coast
of Mexico.

Ferris advised that an American was a guest at the Sadsil Ha Hotel
from 5/9/68 to 5/12/68 at which time he reportedly left Isla of Mjeres for
Merida, Mexico. Efforts to locate this individual in Meridahave been
unsuccessful to date.

Ferrisadvised that investigation disclosed that this individual
arrived in Mexico City, 5/1/88, using the name James H. Anderson or
James Anderson. He stayed at the Maria Isabella Hotel, Mexico City,
from 5/1/88 to 5/4/68 and at the Alfero Hotel, Mexico City, from 5/5/68
to 5/8/88 before leaving for Islaof Maferes. In connection with his hotel
registrations he listed bl profession as teacher and businessman and
gave a permanentaddress of 800 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia.
He also listed a Diners' Club Card, number 2207-1386-1DC.

According to Ferris this indiidual generally answers the physical
description of Ray. Four witnesses have said that Anderson resembles
Ray while several others have expressed the opinion he does not. According
to witnesses Anderson has obviously dyed blond hairand has in his possession
an automatic pistoL He also had a noticeable limp.

ACTION:

The above was telephonically furnished to ASAC Thomas Westfall
of the Savannah Office with Instructions to conduct imaediatelavestigation
to determine whether Anderson is a legitimate existing personand if so,
his currentwhereabouts.

JGKives C
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Mr. Rosen May 31, 1968

1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan
MURKIN 1 Mr. Long- Mr. Kelly

Today Legal Attache Nate Ferris of Mexico City called relating
to the lead furnished by Eduardo Jose Molina to the effect that James Ray
was reportedly working at the Sadall Ha Hotel, Isla of Mujeres, off the coast
of Mexico.

Ferris advised that an American was a guest at the Sadzil Ha Hotel
from 5/9/68 to 5/12/68 at which time he reportedly left Isla of Mujeres for
Merida, Mexico. Efforts to locate this individual in Merida have been
unsuccessful to date.

Ferris advised that investigation disclosed that this individual
arrived in Mexico City, 5/1/68, using the name James H. Anderson or
James Anderson. He stayed at the Maria Isabella Hotel, Mexico City,
from 5/1/68 to 5/4/68 and at the Alfero Hotel, Mexico City, from 5/5/68
to 5/6/68 before leaving for Isla of Mujeres. In connection with his hotel
registrations he listed his profession as teacher and businessman and
gave a permanent address of 800 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia.
He also listed a Diners' Club Card, number 2207-1386-1DC.

According to Ferris this individual generally answers the physical
description of Ray. Four witnesses have said that Anderson resembles
Ray while several others have expressed the opinion he does not. According
to witnesses Anderson has obviously dyed blond hair and has in his possession
an automatic pistol. He also had a noticeable limp.

ACTION:

The above was telephonically furnished to ASAC Thomas Westfall
of the Savannah Office with instructions to conduct immediateinvestigation
to determine whether Anderson is a legitimate existing person and if so,
his current whereabouts.
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(6) CONTINUED - OVER

SEE ADDENDUMPAGE THREE

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ie s

Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE; MURKIN

Supervisor Roger Yonag of the New York Office was also furnished
the above information and instructed to contact the Diners Club head
quarters in New York to obtain full details regarding the holder ofDiners' Club Cardnumber 2207-1386-iD.

eE

-2-

Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

Supervisor Roger Young of the New York Office was also furnished
the above information and instructed to contact the Diners' Club head-
quarters in New York to obtain fulldetails regarding the holder of
Diners' Club Card number 2207-1386-1DC.

- 2
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ADDENDUM GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION JGE-vea 5/31/68

ASAC Thomas Westfall, Savannah, advised that inquiry has
established that James H. Andersonas Vice President of the L &A
Supermarket, 804 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia. He has
resided in Savannah for a number of years where he has operated the
above supermarket with his father.

Anderson admitted that he had been in Mexico earlier this month
and was on the Isla of Majeyes from 5/9 to 12/68. He is 33 years old,
has bleached blond hair, is somewhat effeminate, and does limp from a
permanent akle Injury sustatned several years ago. Anderson denied
currently possession a pistol or having pssessed one while in Mexico.

Anderson further advised that he did use Diners' Club Card
number 2207-1386-1DC while ia Mexico.

The Agents who Interviewed Anderson advised that he does not
resemble James Ray.

3 Supervisor Roger Young of the New York Office advised that the
records of the Diners' Club In New York City reflect that Diners' Club Card
numer2207-13868-DC was issued to James H. Anderson, Vice President
of the L & A Supermarket, 800 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia, on
10/24/67. At the time the card was issued to him he was 32 years of age and

his father, L. E. Anderson, was identified as owner of the L &A Supermarket.

The credit bureau in Savannah was contacted in connection with
his application for a Diners' Club Card and verified Anderson's position as
Vice President of the L &A Supermarket. He had been known to the credit
bureau since 1980 and a credit rating of excellent.

On 3/30/68 he reported he had lost his original card issued to
himand was issued a duplicate card under the same number.

ACTION:

a as epoyed in the kitchen of the Sadmil Ha Hotel and the identification
of Anderson as a legitimate person did not resolve the original allegation. He
stated he was aware of this, had desired to determine Anderson's identity,
even though a guest on possibility he might be identical to Ray, and that
expedite Inquiry was continuing to resolve the original allegation.

.5.3.

ADDENDUM, GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION JGK:vea 5/31/68

ASAC Thomas Westfall, Savannah, advised that inquiry has
established that James H. Anderson is Vice President of theL & A
Supermarket, 804 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia. He has
resided in Savannah for a number of years where he has operated the
above supermarket with his father.

Anderson admitted that he had been in Mexico earlier this month
and was on the Isla of Mujeres from 5/9 to 12/68. He is 33 years old,
has bleached blond hair, is somewhat effeminate, and does limp from a
permanent ankle injury sustained several years ago. Anderson denied
currently possession a pistol or having passessed one while in Mexico.

Anderson further advised that he did use Diners' Club Card
number 2207-1386-1DC while in Mexico.

The Agents who interviewed Anderson advised that he does not
resemble James Ray.

Supervisor Roger Young of the New York Office advised that the
records of the Diners' Club in New York City reflect thatDiners' Club Card
numer 2207-1386-1DC was issued to James H. Anderson, Vice President
of the L & A Supermarket, 800 Pennsylvania Avenue, Savannah, Georgia, on
10/24/67. At the time the card was issued to him hewas 32 years of age and

his father, L. E. Anderson, was identified as owner of the L & A Supermarket.

The credit bureau in Savannah was contacted in connection with
his application for aDiners' Club Card and verified Anderson's position as
Vice President of the L & A Supermarket. He had been known to the credit
bureau since 1960 and a credit rating of excellent.

On 3/30/68 he reported he had lost his original card issued to
him and was issued a duplicate card under the same number.

ACTION:

The above information was furnished to Legat Nate Ferris in
Mexico City. Itwas pointed out to Ferris that the original allegation was that
Ray was employed in the kitchen of the Sadzil Ha Hotel and the identification
of Anderson as a legitimate person did not resolve the original allegation. He
stated he was aware of this, had desired to determine Anderson's identity,
even though 2 guest on possibility he might be identical to Ray, and that
expedite inquiry was continuing to resolve the original allegation.

-3.-
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



0

i4

i-

5-29

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



00

9he Atteras de l 1 - Mr. DeLoA¶!h A1
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. McGowan

Director, 1it 1 - Mr. McDonough

aimas itnOrTuW LWWuW M m, J.

Rferese is ade to my ameradam dated
may 27 1966, relative to the body of as saidestifted
deceasedIerses ound is a grave aer Mhanmay City,
Penasylvania.
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Peamylvesta State Polto, Reeding, Peensylvanis, advised
that skull 1-rays of James at Bay, subject of eaptiemd
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by Dr. Joe"h X. Cerat, radiologist, ad Dr. heoms aeakley,
pathelegist, sod samaritsa ueepital, Petttvile,
esmylvsaa, and they stated there wasna similarity

whatsoover beteen the beso strectare or dental work of
the bolt and these Of Jemes sari Ow.

i - he at Atteseae! Gseea
1 - Mr. Stephee J. Pellak

Astiatant Atteemy Seeral

EJM:cs

NOTE: Attorney General was previously advised of the
TMing of this body near Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania, on
5/8/68. There had been unsubstantiated reports that it
might be Ray's body and the original examining physician
and an archaelogist were in conflict as to the possible
length of time the body had been in the grave, one claiming
six months and the other four to six weeks. This is to furnish
the Attorney General up-to-date information on this development.

The Attorney General May 29, 19681 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. McGowan

Director, FBI 1 - Mr. McDonough

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Reference is made to my memorandum dated
May 27, 1968, relative to the body of an unidentified
deceased person found in a grave near Mahanoy City,
Pennsylvania.

On May 27, 1968, Sergeant George Durilla,
Pennsylvania State Police, Reading, Pennsylvania, advised
that skull X-rays of James Earl Ray, subject of captioned
case, were compared with the lower jaw of the above body
by Dr. Joseph E. Conrad, radiologist, and Dr. Thomas Buckley,
pathologist, Good Samaritan Hospital, Pottsville,
Pennsylvania, and they stated there was no similarity
whatsoever between the bone structure or dental work of
the body and those of James Earl Ray.

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

EJM:cs
(9')

NOTE: Attorney General was previously advised of the
finding of this body near Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania, on
5/8/68. There had been unsubstantiated reports that it
might be Ray's body and the original examining physician
and an archaelogist were in conflict as to the possible
length of time the body had been in the grave, one claiming
six months and the other four to six weeks. This is to furnish
the Attorney General up-to-date information on this development.
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NOTE: Attorney General was previously advised of the
Tifing of this body near Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania, on
5/8/68. There had been unsubstantiated reports that it
might be Ray's body and the original examining physician
and an archaelogist were in conflict as to the possible
length of time the body had been in the grave, one claiming
six months and the other four to six weeks. This is to furnish
the Attorney General up-to-date information on this development.

The Attorney General May 29, 1968

1 - Mr. McGowan
Director, FBI 1 Mr. McDonough

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Reference is made to my nemorandum dated
May 27, 1968, relative to the body of an unidentified
deceased person found in a grave near Mahanoy City,
Pennsylvania.

On May 27, 1968, Sergeant George Durilla,
Pennsylvania State Police, Reading, Pennsylvania, advised
that skull X-rays of James Earl Ray, subject of captioned
case, were compared with the lower jaw of the above body
by Dr. Joseph E. Conrad, radiologist, and Dr. Thomas Buckley,
pathologist, Good Samaritan Hospital, Pottsville,
Pennsylvania, and they stated there was no similarity
whatsoever between the bone structure or dental work of
the body and those of James Earl Ray.

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General
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NOTE: Attorney General was previously advised of the
finding of this body near Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania, on
5/8/68. There had been unsubstantiated reports that it
might be Ray's body and the original examining physician
and an archaelogist were in conflict as to the possible
length of time the body had been in the grave, one claiming
six months and the other four to six weeks. This is to furnish
the Attorney General up-to-date information on this development.
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TO Mr. DeLoach DATE: May 29, " 1968 aa...
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1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr To*Tele. Room .....
FROM A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop lmes..

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad cwd.
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

SUBJECT: MURKIN -Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
- Dir. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter

1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Mrs. Homer Lane Bigelow has advised our Denver
Office thatabout a year ago she fell in love with and
cohabitated with one Robert Edward Byrne, a Denver oil
promoter who claims to be involved in a conspiracy to kill
Martin Luther King, Jr. She said she would not have
furnished this information except Byrne, who is a heavy
drinker, recently told her he was going to marry another
woman.

In about October of 1967, Bryne began telling
her he was in some type of organized crime syndicate but never
was specific as to members or activities. He claimed to have
killed many men, but she was never sure that the killings
were while he was in the Armed Forces or in connection with
a syndicate.

Byrne spent a lot of time out of town and on
5/14/68, he was at her place and was "very drunk." Before
they retired for the evening, she told him she was scared
and asked him if he had a hand in King's death;, He replied
"What do you think? Of course.". She then asked Byrne if
James Earl Ray did the shooting and he replied asking her
what made her think Ray did it. She indicated that Ray was
probably dead and Byrne said he was not.

On 5/22/68, James Hyer, who had been representing
Byrne in court matter involving the adoption of his children
by Byrne's ex-wife and her present husband, telephoned
Mrs. Bigelow and asked her to locate Byrne as it was an l
emergency. She was to tell 'Byrne the following message:
"Emergency Tea Cup" and Byrne would know what it meant.
Later on Byrne called at which--time-she gave him the message
and he had her repeat it three times, swore and commented "I
wonder if mine will be as big as the other." This message
frightened her and she has not heard or seen from him since.

REL:cs
(14) CONTINUED - OVER
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MAY 1962 EDITION
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Bishop

Memorandum Casper
Collahon
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TO Mr. DeLoach DATE: May 29, 1968 Rosen
Sullivan
Tovel

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr Trotter
Tele. Room

FROM : A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop Holmes

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad Gandy

1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale
SUBJECT: MURKIN I Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan

Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Mrs. Homer Lane Bigelow has advised our Denver
Office that about a year ago she fell in love with and
cohabitated with one Robert Edward Byrne, a Denver oil
promoter who claims to be involved in a conspiracy to kill
Martin Luther King, Jr. She said she would not have
furnished this information except Byrne, who is a heavy
drinker, recently told her he was going to marry another
woman.

In about October of 1967, Bryne began telling
her he was in some type of organized crime syndicate but never
was specific as to members or activities. He claimed to have
killed many men, but she was never sure that the killings
were while he was in the Armed Forces or in connection with
a syndicate.

Byrne spent a lot of time out of town and on
5/14/68, he was at her place and was "very drunk." Before
they retired for the evening, she told him she was scared
and asked him if he had a hand in King's death. He replied
"What do you think? of course." She then asked Byrne if
James Earl Ray did the shooting and he replied asking her
what made her think Ray did it. She indicated that Ray was
probably dead and Byrne said he was not.

On 5/22/68, James Hyer, who had been representing
Byrne in court matter involving the adoption of his children
by Byrne's ex-wife and her present husband, telephoned
Mrs. Bigelow and asked her to locate Byrne as it was an
emergency. She was to tell Byrne the following message:
"Emergency Tea Cup" and Byrne would know what it meant.
Later on Byrne called at which time-she gave him the message
and he had her repeat it three times, swore and commented "I
wonder if mine will be as big as the other." This message
frightened her and she has not heard or seen from hin since.

REL:CS
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Memo Rosen to DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Although the information as related by Mrs. Bigelow
appears to be rambling and highly imaginative and she appears
to be the victim of a love affair, we are attempting to locate
and.interview Byrne to completely determine the veracity of
the facts as related.

Our Dallas Office advised that a potential criminal
informant of their office had been in contact with a former
gambler, whose identity the informant would not disclose, who
had just returned from Monterrey, Mexico. According to the
informant this gambler made the statement that James Earl Ray
is currently working as a bartender in.a bar located near the
Chevrolet dealership near Monterrey, Mexico. Legat, Mexico City
has advised that their investigative informant has checked
the only bar closely fitting the description in this allegation.
It is the bar known as "El Rancho" located about thirty yards
from the Chevrolet dealership in Monterrey, Mexico. The
investigative informant completed a.canvass of management
personnel- and employees of the bar and determined that there are
no North Americans employed there in any capacity and no
employee resembling description,of photograph of subject.
Investigation is continuing in nearby restaurants where bar
service is available and this is being afforded most expeditious
attention.

A person by the name of Eduardo Jose Molina
contacted our Brownsville, Texas, Resident Agency and advised
that he had received information that about four days ago
James Earl Ray was working in~a kitchen of a hotel located
on Isla Mujeres, off the coast of the State of Quintana Roo,
Mexico. Molina who is apparently a mature, intelligent person
and who owns property in Brownsville, Texas, gave his permanent
address as Yucatan, Mexico. His source of information is the
son of the man who owns the hotel. This is presently being
checked out.

The Taipel, Taiwan, newspaper is carrying a story
of the possibility of James Earl Ray en route to Taiwan.
Although there is no apparent basis for this allegation and it
appears that Korea National Police, Seoul, Korea, gave a press
release asking all to be alert for subject in event he travels
to Korea, this-matter is being checked out.

ACTION: We are affording this case top priority attention.
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Memo Rosen to DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Although the information as related by Mrs. Bigelow
appears to be rambling and highly imaginative and she appears
to be the victim of a love affair, we are attempting to locate
and interview Byrne to completely determine the veracity of
the facts as related.

Our Dallas Office advised that a potential criminal
informant of their office had been in contact with a former
gambler, whose identity the informant would not disclose, who
had just returned from Monterrey, Mexico. According to the
informant this gambler made the statement that James Earl Rayis currently working as a bartender in a bar located near the
Chevrolet dealership near Monterrey, Mexico. Legat, Mexico City
has advised that their investigative informant has checked
the only bar closely fitting the description in this allegation.It is the bar known as "El Rancho" located about thirty yards
from the Chevrolet dealership in Monterrey, Mexico. The
investigative informant completed a. canvass of management
personnel and employees of the bar and determined that there are
no North Americans employed there in any capacity and no
employee resembling description of photograph of subject.
Investigation is continuing in nearby restaurants where bar
service is available and this is being afforded most expeditious
attention.

A person by the name of Eduardo Jose Molina
contacted our Brownsville, Texas, Resident Agency and advised
that he had received information that about four days ago
James Earl Ray was working in a kitchen of a hotel located
on Isla Mujeres, off the coast of the State of Quintana Roo,
Mexico. Molina who is apparently a mature, intelligent person
and who owns property in Brownsville, Texas, gave his permanent
address as Yucatan, Mexico. His source of information is the
son of the man who owns the hotel. This is presently being
checked out.

The Taipel, Taiwan, newspaper is carrying a storyof the possibility of James Earl Ray en route to Taiwan.
Although there is no apparent basis for this allegation and it
appears that Korea National Police, Seoul, Korea, gave a press
release asking all to be alert for subject in event he travels
to Korea, this matter is being checked out.

ACTION: We are affording this case top priority attention.

- 2 -
2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



,*SA GoM. ºco. NO. 2; Toson .......

UNItED STATES GOVERNMENT
Bishop w. r

Memorandum May 196 Conrad ... .,
relt
Gate ..

TO Mr. DeLoach DATE:May 29, 1968 Rose...
Tavel

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr roter.
Tele. Poom ...
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SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
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This case involves the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr. ,

Mrs. Homer Lane Bigelow has advised our Denver
Office that about a year ago she fell in love with and
cohabitated with one Robert Edward Byrne, a Denver oil
promoter who claims to be involved in a conspiracy to kill
Martin Luther King, Jr. She said she would not have
furnished this information except Byrne, who is a heavy
drinker, recently told her he was going to marry another
woman.

In about October of 1967, Bryne began telling
her he was in some type of organized crime syndicate but never
was specific as to members or activities. He claimed to have
killed many men, but she was never sure that the killings
were while he was in the Armed Forces or in connection with
a syndicate.

Byrne spent a lot of time out of town and on
5/14/68, he was at her place and was "very drunk." Before
they retired for the evening, she told him she was scared
and asked him if he had a hand in King's death; He replied
"What do you think? Of. course." .She then asked Byrne if
James Earl Ray did the shooting and he replied asking her
what made her think Ray did it. She indicated that Ray was
probably dead and Byrne said he was not.

On 5/22/68, James Hyer, who had been representing
Byrne in court matter involving the adoption of his children
by Byrne's ex-wife and her present husband, telephoned
Mrs. Bigelow and asked her to locate Byrne as it was an
emergency. She was to tell Byrne the following message:
"Emergency Tea Cup" and Byrne would know what it meant.
Later on Byrne called at which time she gave him the message
and he had her repeat it three times, swore and commented "I
wonder if mine will be as big as the other." This'message
frightened her and she has not heard or seen from him since.
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TO : Mr. DeLoach DATE: May 29, 1968 Rosen
Sullivan
Tovel

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr Trotter
Tele. Room

FROM : A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop Holmes

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad Gandy

1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale
SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan

Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Mrs. Homer Lane Bigelow has advised our Denver
Office that about a year ago she fell in love with and
cohabitated with one Robert Edward Byrne, a Denver oil
promoter who claims to be involved in a conspiracy to kill
Martin Luther King, Jr. She said she would not have
furnished this information except Byrne, who is a heavy
drinker, recently told her he was going to marry another
woman.

In about October of 1967, Bryne began telling
her he was in some type of organized crime syndicate but never
was specific as to members or activities. He claimed to have
killed many men, but she was never sure that the killings
were while he was in the Armed Forces or in connection with
a syndicate.

Byrne spent a lot of time out of town and on
5/14/68, he was at her place and was "very drunk." Before
they retired for the evening, she told him she was scared
and asked him if he had a hand in King's death. He replied
"What do you think? Of. course." She then asked Byrne if
James Earl Ray did the shooting and he replied asking her
what made her think Ray did it. She indicated that Ray was
probably dead and Byrne said he was not.

On 5/22/68, James Hyer, who had been representing
Byrne in court matter involving the adoption of his children
by Byrne's ex-wife and her present husband, telephoned
Mrs. Bigelow and asked her to locate Byrne as it was an
emergency. She was to tell Byrne the following message:
"Emergency Tea Cup" and Byrne would know what it meant.
Later on Byrne called at which time she gave him the message
and he had her repeat it three times, swore and commented "I
wonder if mine will be as big as the other. This message
frightened her and she has not heard or seen from him since.
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Memo Rosen to DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Although the information as related by Mrs. Bigelow
appears to be rambling and highly imaginative and she appears
to be the victim of a love affair, we are attempting to locate
and interview Byrne to completely determine the veracity of
the facts as related.

Our Dallas Office advised that a potential criminal
informant of their office had been in contact with a former
gambler, whose identity the informant would not disclose, who
had just returned from Monterrey, Mexico. According to the
informant this gambler made the statement that James Earl Ray
is currently working as a bartender in a bar located near the
Chevrolet dealership near Monterrey, Mexico. Legat, Mexico City
has advised,that their investigative informant has checked
the only bar closely fitting the description in this allegation.
It is the bar known as "El Rancho" located about thirty yards
from the Chevrolet dealership in Monterrey, Mexico. The
investigative informant completed a canvass of management
personnel and employees of the bar and determined that there are
no North Americans employed there in any capacity and no
employee resembling description of photograph of subject.
Investigation is continuing in nearby restaurants where bar
service is available and this is being afforded most expeditious
attention.

A person by the name of Eduardo Jose Molina
contacted our Brownsville, Texas, Resident Agency and advised
that he had received information that about four days ago
James Earl Ray was working in a kitchen of a hotel located
on Isla Mujeres, off the coast of the State of Quintana Roo,.
Mexico. Molina who is apparently a mature, intelligent person
and who owns property in Brownsville, Texas, gave his permanent
address as Yucatan, Mexico. His source of information is the
son of the man who owns the hotel. This is presently being
checked out.

The Taipel, Taiwan, newspaper is carrying a story
of the possibility of James Earl Ray en route to Taiwan.
Although there is no apparent basis for this allegation and it
appears that Korea National Police, Seoul, Korea, gave a press
release asking all to be alert for subject in-event he travels
to Korea, this matter is being checked out.

ACTION: We are affording this case top priority attention.
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Memo Rosen to DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Although the information as related by Mrs. Bigelow
appears to be rambling and highly imaginative and she appears
to be the victim of a love affair, we are attempting to locate
and interview Byrne to completely determine the veracity of
the facts as related.

Our Dallas Office advised that a potential criminal
informant of their office had been in contact with a former
gambler, whose identity the informant would not disclose, who
had just returned from Monterrey, Mexico. According to the
informant this gambler made the statement that James Earl Rayis currently working as a bartender in a bar located near the
Chevrolet dealership near Monterrey, Mexico. Legat, Mexico City
has advised that their investigative informant has checked
the only bar closely fitting the description in this allegation.It is the bar known as "El Rancho" located about thirty yards
from the Chevrolet dealership in Monterrey, Mexico. The
investigative informant completed a. canvass of management
personnel and employees of the bar and determined that there are
no North Americans employed there in any capacity and no
employee resembling description of photograph of subject.
Investigation is continuing in nearby restaurants where bar
service is available and this is being afforded most expeditious
attention.

A person by the name of Eduardo Jose Molina
contacted our Brownsville, Texas, Resident Agency and advised
that he had received information that about four days ago
James Earl Ray was working in a kitchen of a hotel located
on Isla Mujeres, off the coast of the State of Quintana Roo,
Mexico. Molina who is apparently a mature, intelligent person
and who owns property in Brownsville, Texas, gave his permanent
address as Yucatan, Mexico. His source of information is the
son of the man who owns the hotel. This is presently being
checked out.

The Taipel, Taiwan, newspaper is carrying a story
of the possibility of James Earl Ray en route to Taiwan.
Although there is no apparent basis for this allegation and it
appears that Korea National Police, Seoul, Korea, gave a press
release asking all to be alert for subject in event he travels
to Korea, this matter is being checked out.

ACTION: We are affording this case top priority attention.
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Martin Lther ais, Jr.

To resemend the LIaLm ass setse contact the
Secretary of melth, admsetse and Welfare to determine if a
review of aew applicatios resetved by them fer Seedal
Security Wembers can be eeadaeted as it is possible that
subject James ar lay has applied for a sew social Security

staeo April 23, 1967.

Tbe subject James gart in a prior lepleasat*
attlised Social Security Member %r Iavestigp
ties disclosed that Ray has been gainfully employed oly a
few time and thee have been for periods of abort durethes
Only. In view of his ftgitive states and his pest history of
changing his idestity, it is peasible that he eay apply ter a
new Sesial Seearity Number.

Our Saltire Office advises that there are betwese
three sad fer aillion Social Security applications roeeeved
eac year, the mj.rity et these resolved dariag the sumer
mnths. taferesties includiag Same, date of birth, ses,
color or rae is taken fre the application end is placed
on Computer tape. The Social Security Administration is
appreImately eight weeks behind io recording this data. art
altimre Oftie advises that on the surface, to obtain the

desired Inforation appears to be a treemdes tak; henser,
is view of the fact the cspmter tape stores eltaiastiag
inforatioea, it is possible to progra the emuter to obtain
storration regarding all white als over 30 years of age in

a sitlitied meame.

*Glen Echo Country Club, St. Louis, Missouri, May, 1958,
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Mr. DeLoach May 28, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Gale
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
PURPOSE:

To recommend the Linison Section contact the
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare to determine if a
review of new applications received by them for Social
Security Numbers can be conducted as it is possible that
subject James Earl Ray has applied for a new Social Security
Number since April 23, 1967.

BACKGROUND:

The subject James Earl Ray in a prior employment*
utilized Social Security Number Our investiga-
tion disclosed that Ray has been gainfully employed only a
few times and these have been for periods of short duration
only. In view of his fugitive status and his past history of
changing his identity, it is possible that he may apply for a
new Social Security Number.

Our Baltimore Office advises that there are between
three and four million Social Security applications received
each year, the majority of these received during the summer
months. Information including name, date of birth, sex,
color or race is taken from the application and is placed
on computer tape. The Social Security Administration is
approximately eight weeks behind in recording this data. Our
Baltimore Office advises that on the surface, to obtain the
desired information appears to be a tremendous task; however,
in view of the fact the computer tape stores eliminating
information, it is possible to program the computer to obtain
information regarding all white males over 30 years of age in
a simplified manner.

*Glen Echo Country Club, St. Louis, Missouri, May, 1958,
REL:CS
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Memo Rosen to DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

RECOMMENDATION:

1. The Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare
should be contacted to determine if a review of new applications
for Social Security Numbers can be made. It should be determinedif a review of this nature can be handled, how many applications
involved, what information is reported on these applications and
how current the applications are.

This should be a survey type of request and upon
receipt of this information, further recommendation will be
instituted.

2. If approved, the Limison Section should handle
this matter as outlined above. The information from our
Baltimore office is not to be disseminated outside this
Bureau, however, it may be used to appropriately handle an
intelligent interview.
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Mr. DeLoach May 28, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Gale
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 Mr. Long

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
PURPOSE:

To recommend the Liaison Section contact the
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare to determine if a
review of new applications received by them for Social
Security Numbers can be conducted as it is possible that
subject James Earl Ray has applied for a new Social Security
Number since April 23, 1967.

BACKGROUND:

The subject James Earl Ray in a prior employment*
utilized Social Security Number Our investiga-
tion disclosed that Ray has been gainfully employed only a
few times and these have been for periods of short duration
only. In view of his fugitive status and his past history of
changing his identity, it is possible that he may apply for a
new Social Security Number.

Our Baltimore office advises that there are between
three and four million Social Security applications received
each year, the majority of these received during the summar
months. Information including name, date of birth, sex,
color or race is taken from the application and is placed
on computer tape. The Social Security Administration is
approximately eight weeks behind in recording this data. Our
Baltimore office advises that on the surface, to obtain the
desired information appears to be a tremendous task; however,
in view of the fact the computer tape stores eliminating
information, it is possible to program the computer to obtain
information regarding all white males over 30 years of age in
a simplified manner.

*Glen Echo Country Club, St. Louis, Missouri, May, 1958,
RELICS
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should be contacted to determine if a review of new applications
for Social Security Numbers can be made. It should be determinedif a review of this nature can be handled, how many applications
involved, what information is reported on these applications and
how current the applications are.

This should be a survey type of request and upon
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1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 * Mr. Malley

f l .Mr. Long
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan

ASAC Stefansson of the San Antonio Office was telephonically
contacted on the morning ot 5/28/88 concerning the check of driver's
license records In Texas.

It was pointed out it did not appear practical that if rolls of
film were available there was no way to visually review the film except
by having copies made of negatives. ASAC Steransson was instructed to
ascertain specifically what type of film was used, that is make and sise
and also ascertain whether or not mechanical equipment could be rented
locally to review such film. I such can be handled, he is to advise the
Bureas of the approximate cost. I such equipment cannot be obtained
locally, he is to advise the Bureau so that a check may be made
natilly to determine whether or not appropriate machines are available
to visually review negatives.

It was pointed out that such material should be afforded expeditious
attention because it would be necessary for Burean personnel to review
the records in an effort to determine whether or not subject s obtained
a driver's license in the State of Texas. This is not a project which could
be left up to Individual clerical employees by leaving.a copy of an Io
and hoping that they pay some attention to it sometime during the day.

CLMvea
(5)
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Mr. Rose May 27, 1988

1 - Mr. Rosen,
C. L. McGowan 1- Mr. Malley

1- Mr. McGowan
MURKIN 1- Mr. tiadale

I-'- Mr. Long

ASAC KarlSterasson of the San Antonio Office telephonically
advised that one Eduardo Jose Mollna had contacted the Brownsville,
Texas, Resident Agency today and advised that he had received Waformation
that James Ray was fear days ago working in the kitchen of the Sadsll Ha
Hotel, located on Isla Mgueres, off the coast of the State of Quintana Roo,
Mexico.

Molina is in Brownsville, Texas, checking on some propertyand will be there several days. His permanent address is Avealda 505C,
Meria, Yucatan, Mexico, and he will returnto that address when his
business in Brownsville, Texas, is completed.

Molina advised that the Sadall a Botel which is located about
twenty minutes by air from Merida is owned and operated by a man named
Lima, who he fels wilLnot cooperate with the FBL He identified Lima's
son as being the source of the information regardingRay working at the
Sadsil Ha Hotel.

Stephasson described Molinaas belag 65 years of age, sensible
and knowledgeable, and reportedly agraduate of Boston College.

SAC Gordon Shanaln of the Dallas Office also telephonically
advised that a potential criminal laormantot the office had ben in contact
with a small time gambler, whose identity the potential criminal Informant
would not-disclose, who had just returnaedfrom Menterrey, Mexico.
According to the potential criminal informant this gambler made the
statement that James Ray is currently working as a bartender in a bar
located near the Chevrolet dealer in Monterrey.

ACTION:
The above information was telephonically furnished to Legat.

Nathan Ferrisat Mexico City for immediate handling. Ferris stated the
leads would be afforded top priority Investigative attention.

JGK:vea
(8)
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Mr. Rosen May 27, 1968

1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan
MURKIN 1 - Mr. Martindale

1 - Mr. Long

ASAC Karl Stefansson of the San Antonio Office telephonically
advised that one Eduardo Jose Molina had contacted the Brownsville,
Texas, Resident Agency today and advised that he had received information
that James Ray was four days ago working in the kitchen of the Sadzil Ha
Hotel, located on Isla Mujeres, off the coast of the State of Quintana Roo,
Mexico.

Molina is in Brownsville, Texas, checking on some property
and will be there several days. His permanent address is Avenida 505C,
Merida, Yucatan, Mexico, and he will return to that address when his
business in Brownsville, Texas, is completed.

Molina advised that the Sadsil Ha Hotel which is located about
twenty minutes by air from Merida is owned and operated by a man named
Lima, who he feels willnot cooperate with the FBI. He identified Lima's
son as being the source of the information regarding Ray working at the
Sadzil Ha Hotel.

Stephansson described Molina as being 65 years of age, sensible
and knowledgeable, and reportedly a graduate of Boston College.

SAC Gordon Shanklin of the Dallas Office also telephonically
advised that a potential criminal informant of the office had been in contact
with a small time gambler, whose identity the potential criminal informant
would not disclose, who had just returned from Monterrey, Mexico.
According to the potential criminal informant this gambler made the
statement that James Ray is currently working as abartender in a bar
located near the Chevrolet dealer in Monterrey.

ACTION:
The above information was telephonically furnished to Legat

Nathan Ferris at Mexico City for immediate handling. Ferris stated the
leads would be afforded top priority investigative attention.
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SAC, Birmingham (44-1740) 5-27-08

Director, FBI (44-30861)

MURKIN

Reurairtel 5-21-68.

Approval granted for Birmingham to secure publicity
on James Earl Ray in the periodical issued by the Southern Medical
Association. Authority for such publicity was set forth in Bulet of
4-29-58 to all offices and permits the utilization of all cooperative
and reputable publications.

Pursuant to existing instructions the Office of Origin
may set forth specific leads regarding such publicity and the existing
Bureau press release in this case may be utilized along with copies
of Ray's photograph available in alloffices.

1 - Memphis (44-1987)
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 -Mr. Bishop

JAP Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Gale

JRH:djr
(10)

hary

1525.51 53448.00

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT N.

Memorandum
To Mr. DeLoach DATE; May 27, 1968 Poe

Trotter ......
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr f.:.. o

FROM A Rosenom. 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop cons,
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad

SUBJECT: MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale
- Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

An individual by the name of Rex Basinger, Denver, Colorado,
advised our Denver Office he received a telephone call on two separate
occasions from a friend, Edgar Eugene Bradley. According to Basinger,
he and Bradley formerly lived in Ruby, Arkansas, attended school in
Alma, Arkansas, but Basinger lost track of Bradley when Bradley went
into the United States Navy in 1933. He subsequently saw Bradley in
Dallas, Texas, in 1963.

According to Basinger, Bradley called him on 5-17-68, from
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and stated that he had Eric Galt with him. Basinger
did not know who Galt was and Bradley told him he was also known as
James Ray. Basinger related to Bradley that he did not know Ray and
Bradley stated that Ray was the man who killed Martin Luther King, Jr.
Bradley claims to have lived with Ray for about one week in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Basinger continued to state that Bradley called him again on
5-23-68, and stated that he was at the Old South Restaurant, Fort Smith,
Arkansas, and was working his way West. Bradley claimed he was eating
his meals at the Old South Restaurant which is operated by Basinger's
cousin, Elba Basinger Thompson. Basinger stated that Bradley was
allegedly under subpoena by District Attorney James Garrison, New
Orleans, Louisiana, in connection with the assassination of President
Kennedy.

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Thompson, operators of the Old South
Restaurant, Fort Smith, Arkansas, were interviewed and they advised
that Bradley is unknown to them and they could not identify a photograph
of James Earl Ray. Relatives of Basinger advised that Basinger is a
mental case, tends to associate himself with criminal cases of national

REL:erg CONTINUED - OVER
(14)
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Tulsa, Oklahoma, and stated that he had Eric Galt with him. Basinger
did not know who Galt was and Bradley told him he was also known as
James Ray. Basinger related to Bradley that he did not know Ray and
Bradley stated that Ray was the man who killed Martin Luther King, Jr.
Bradley claims to have lived with Ray for about one week in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Basinger continued to state that Bradley called him again on
5-23-68, and stated that he was at the Old South Restaurant, Fort Smith,
Arkansas, and was working his way West. Bradley claimed he was eating
his meals at the Old South Restaurant which is operated by Basinger's
cousin, Elba Basinger Thompson. Basinger stated that Bradley was

allegedly under subpoena by District Attorney James Garrison, New
Orleans, Louisiana, in connection with the assassination of President
Kennedy.

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Thompson, operators of the Old South
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that Bradley is unknown to them and they could not identify a photograph
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

prominence and he was last in Fort Smith, Arkansas, about three years ago
at which time he claimed he had been in a cell with Jack Ruby in Dallas, Texas.
Investigation revealed this was a false statement and a doctor at Parkland
Hospital, Dallas, examined Basinger and found probable psychosis and possible
brain syndrome.

Relatives of Edgar Eugene Bradley were interviewed at Fort Smith,
Arkansas, and they advised that Bradley currently resides at North Hollywood,
California, and is presently employed as West Coast radio representative of
Carl McIntyre, an evangelist. Relatives advised that Bradley was definitely
not in Tulsa, Oklahoma, or Fort Smith, Arkansas, as alleged, and an uncle
of Bradley's talked to him on 5-23-68, as Bradley was calling from North
Hollywood, California. The relatives also advised that Bradley has been
charged by James Garrison with conspiracy in the assassination of President
Kennedy and is due to have extradition hearing before Governor Reagan of
California on June 5 and 6, 1968.

We are presently conducting investigation to determine the where
abouts of Bradley on 5-17-68, and 5-23-68, and we will ascertain if he has
any information concerning James Earl Ray.

Circuit Judge John C. Casey, St. Louis, Missouri, previously
advised our St. Louis Office he sentenced James Earl Ray to 20 years in a
penitentiary for armed robbery in 1959. Ray was serving this sentence when
he escaped from Missouri State Penitentiary in April, 1967. Judge Casey also
previously advised a motion to set aside this conviction was filed before Ray's
escape and is still pending. He believes in view of recent Supreme Court
decisions, Ray would stand a good chance of reversing his conviction and he
contemplated filing an order on 5-24-68, or his action will be dismissed.
Judge Casey asked the FBI for advice as to whether he should delay this
matter as he feels publicity of the order would cause wide-spread disorder.
Judge Casey was told that the FBI cannot advise him as to what course of
action to take; but that if he feels publicizing the order would cause disturb
ances, he should take necessary steps to alert law enforcement agencies after
the order is entered and before it is publicized.

Hearing on this motion did not develop in the manner anticipated by
Judge Casey. The attorney for Ray stated in open court,he had been appointed
subsequent to escape and has never seen or been contacted by Ray. The attorney
objected to attempted-state introduction of escape notation on Missouri State
Penitentiary record as insufficient evidence of escape. The attorney took the
position that the appearance, of.Ray unnecessary on motion to vacate as same
based solely on record which is available. Judge Casey has taken this matter
under advisement and no publicity developed.

ACTION: The investigation is being afforded top priority.
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The Attorney General May 27, 1968

Director, FBI 1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Long

On May 8, 1968, the body of an unknown deceased was found
partially buried in a grave near Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania. A powder
believed to be lime was also in the grave. The body was clothed only
in shorts and an undershirt. The examining pathologist found three
bullet holes in the chest cavity, body was in advanced state of decay,
and pathologist stated in his opinion the body had been in the grave for
six months.

Cn May 17, 1968, Dr. Wilton M. Krogman, archeologist,
University of Pennsylvania, examined the body and stated that in his
opinion the body had been in the grave only from four to six weeks and
is of the opinion that the body is that of a middle-aged white male, five
feet nine inches to six feet one inch in height, muscular build, weighing
about 200 pounds, and descendant of Northern Italy or Central Europe.

According to the examination, there is no possibility of
fingerprints being obtained, teeth in the upper jaw are missing or
dislodged, but teeth in the lower jaw are intact and contain several
fillings. Certain remains of the body are presently in possession of
Pennsylvania State Police, Reading, Pennsylvania.

Although there is no indication that this unknown body is that
of subject James Earl Ray, a comparison of the dental charts of Ray
with the remains of the deceased is presently being conducted by the
Pennsylvania State authorities.

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr. Stephen 3. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

REL:cs
(10) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.
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NOTE:

On 5-8-68, a body of an unknown deceased clothed only in shorts
and an undershirtwas found partially buried in a grave near Mahanoy City,
Pennsylvania. A powder believed to be lime was also found in the grave.
The examining pathologist found three bullet holes in chest cavity and body
in advanced state of decay. No possibility of fingerprints being obtained
andpathologist stated he is of opinion body had been in grave for six months.

On 547-68, Dr. Wilton IK Krogman, archeologist, University of
Pennsylvania, examined the body and stated he is of the opinion body in grave
only four to six weeks and is also of the opinionthe body is thatof a middle
aged white male, five feet nine inches to six feet one inch in height, mus
cular build, 200 pounds, descendant of NorthernItaly or Central Europe.
The teeth in upper fair missing or dislodged but teeth in lower jaw intact
and contain several fillings. The lower jaw is in possession of Pennsylvania
State Police who are retaining. Our Philadelphia Office suggested that the
teeth of this unknown deceased be compared with dentalrecord of James Earl
Ray, the subject in the King assassination. Dental records as well as photo
graphs of cavities of the skull concerning James Earl Ray, were obtained
from the Missouri State Penitentiary and have been forwarded to our
Philadelphia Office. Philadelphia has turned these records over to the
Pennsylvania State Police and they are in the process of comparing these
records with the remains of the unknown deceased. It is anticipated that
it will take several days to complete the eaamination.

This letter is prepared in accordance with instructions of
Mr.. DeLoach, Assistant to the Director, as a result of his conference
with the Attorney General on May 24, 1968. The Attorney General
made inquiry concerning the unknown body recently recovered in
Pennsylvania, and he was advised that the information would be forwarded
to him.

-2-

NOTE:

On 5-8-68, a body of an unknown deceased clothed only in shorts
and an undershirt was found partially buried in a grave near Mahanoy City,
Pennsylvania. A powder believed to be lime was also found in the grave.
The examining pathologist found three bullet holes in chest cavity and body
in advanced state of decay. No possibility of fingerprints being obtained
and pathologist stated he is of opinion body had been in grave for six months.

On 5-17-68, Dr. Wilton M. Krogman, archeologist, University of
Pennsylvania, examined the body and stated he is of the opinion body in grave
only four to six weeks and is also of the opinion the body is that of a middle-
aged white male, five feet nine inches to six feet one inch in height, mus-
cular build, 200 pounds, descendant of Northern Italy or Central Europe.
The teeth in upper jaw missing or dislodged but teeth in lower jaw intact
and contain several fillings. The lower jaw is in possession of Pennsylvania
State Police who are retaining. Our Philadelphia Office suggested that the
teeth of this unknown deceased be compared with dental record of James Earl
Ray, the subject in the King assassination. Dental records as well as photo-
graphs of cavities of the skull concerning James Earl Ray, were obtained
from the Missouri State Penitentiary and have been forwarded to our
Philadelphia Office. Philadelphia has turned these records over to the
Pennsylvania State Police and they are in the process ofcomparing these
records with the remains of the unknown deceased. It is anticipated that
it will take several days to complete the examination.

This letter is prepared in accordance with instructions of
Mr. DeLoach, Assistant to the Director, as a result of his conference
with the Attorney General on May 24, 1968. The Attorney General
made inquiry concerning the unknown body recently recovered in
Pennsylvania, and he was advised that the information would be forwarded
to him.

-2 -
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Mr. DeLeach May 25, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDenough 1 - Mr. Trotter
s- Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

In continuing to run out the story reportedly furnished the
Les Angeles "Times" by an Individual Identified only as "Bob, Information
has been developed indicating that the individual known to Leamont Anderson
White, an effeminate Negro, employee of Western Union in Les Angeles,
as Bob Brickley is in reality Lester Edward Packett, FBI Number 827170A.
This individual has been the subject of Interstate Transportation of Stolen
Property and Interstate Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle cases
investigated by the Bareau. A photograph of Packett was exhibited to
Leamont Anderson White who identified it as the photograph of the
Individual he knew as Bob Brickley.

The manager of an apartment house located at 812 South
Westlake, Los Angeles, identified this same photograph as a former
resident of that apartment house. The manager stated that the individual
resided in an apartment with Odela A. Packettwho is currently serving
a 30-day sentence for prostitution in Los Angeles.

Jerry Cohen of the Los Angeles "Times" advised that the
newspaper had promised their informant, "Bob, that they would not
revealhis identity nor furnish information which would lead to his
location. Cohen didadvise our Los Angeles Office that be would advise
if any of the photographs exhibited to him were identical with his informant,
"Bob." Cohen stated that the photograph of Frank Brickley, an ex-convict
who has been primarily suspected as being "Bob," was not identical with
his Informant but Cohen "declined to comment" when the photograph of
Lester Edward Packett was exhibited to him.

EJMivea
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Lester Packett's wife, Odela Fackett, was interviewed in the
Los Angeles County Jail and she stated that she filed for divorce from
Packett two months ago on grounds of desertion, cruelty and nonsupport.
She stated her legal fees were being paid by her relatives and she added
that she was so mad at Packett at the time of the filing of the divorce that
she tore up all of the photographs she had of him. She described him as
a shiftless drifter who never held a job during their live years of marriage.
She stated she does not know his present whereabouts.

Background information on Lester Packett and interview with
Odela Packett indicates he has spent time in Dello Glade, Florida; Rene,
Nevada; various locations in Tennessee; Chicago, Illinois; and Kansas City.
These areas were mentioned in connection with the story furnished the
Los Angeles "Times" by "Bob." Leamont Anderson White believes
Packett is the individual who took his two gens and is the only individual
outside of Frank Brickley and a person whom he knew as Brickley's
cousin whose name he could not recall that would have known he even possessed
the guns.

John Eugene Gawron, the old man who lived with Ray's mother
from 1954 until her death in 1961, previously advised he taught Ray to be
a burglar. He previously stated that he and Ray cased a bank in 1958
or 1959 but did not rob It because Gawron injured his leg. Gawron furnished
varying information regarding subject's alleged involvement in a bank
robbery following his escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary on
4/23/67. After numerous efforts to elicit the truth from Cawron, he has
now revealed that the bank allegedly robbed by Ray and an accomplice is
located in Alton, Illinois. Gawron stated that Ray's accomplice in the
bank robbery told him, Gawron, that his name was "Jimmy, last name
unknown. Gawron stated that the last time he saw "Jimmy" he was with
a man previously unknown to him who was named "Johnny, last name
unknown, and they visited him on the nights of 5/13 and 14/58. Ex-convicts
John Faul Valenti and James H. Carpenter are known to have visited
Gawron on those dates.

Bureau files show that at approximately 1p.m.,7/13/67, two
unknown subjects wearing stocking masks entered the side door and
robbed the Bank of Alton in Alton, Illinois. One subject proceeded directly

-2- CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

to the tellers' area, walked behind the counter, emptied cash from two
tellers' cages and left the bank by the same route. Unknown subject
number two stead outside the side door flourishing a sawed-off shotgun
and covered the customers and employees until unknown subject number
one left. Then he backed out of the bank. The robbern obtained
$27, 230 in loot.

St. Louis City Jall records establish that James H. Carpenter
was in City Jail, St. Louts, from 6/6/67 to 3/1/68 and could not, therefore,
have participated in the bank robbery or have contacted Gawron as Gawron
had claimed in 1967. Carpenter's description does not fit either of the
unknown subjects; although Ray's description could approximate that of
unknown subject number two.

Gawron led Agents to the above bank and Identified it as the
one he and Ray had cased in 1959. The modus operandi planned was
substantially the same as that used in the actual bank robbery. Gawron
stated that he had deliberately misled Agents as to the amount involved
and the location of the bank to gain time to be sure he would be in the
clear. Investigation of the bank robbery mentioned above is being
intensified to asceriain whether Ray could have possibly been involved,
thereby accounting for his source of funds.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing in order to bring this
matter to a prompt conclusion.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



M. tLb1 dSW No UN

A. R~wt1- . BONSa 1 -A. RGals

4MN -W, PLaia 1- N. 090u
0 Mv.o taqb « W, Mv. TusIs

TM. esbv too s 00 = dixo Mmftl Lu% Xft Jr.

bs atimuA to rm edt ta "W7 retl Shd the
Leer Aingelse" 'rsby an lairkd Wiofld ss6 "Db~ ti ARMalsS

boo bsdevelhW Isisatlag tath "itwidelWaswa tosA 1A55 Aa arfWh1,6 as e Nasts 0ep "nnesat V Mas UatDs is Lee A* tee,
S a kiclsytFs is r'.SIM LeehAe £Weta Psekelt, T7W lhsaksr S2I79

Tbe bdtwdmI has bees tie .sd~te art atat TtaaspswtatleseEe Ai~a
Wrpertp sawd Meate T"Mpm..tte sf Bisle Towle Vbsarns

is'nUe by UOa bwres. A1l º-esau t Pebatt was 4xbflad to
L eda Aaiwuss V We vs Ieatfie"Itas the pbeioarapk 0 fo

Imiu es be hwas so3b Day.

Thk mutte ad as aeataeat ban lout at £12 Sioat
~atah.Lee Aaples, Weil~thSommse -he pqas a forer

reelid t "t aesvtmat bhe.*. TIW asgerW elted fin 00 iaivdi
resided Isas sq1aesat oit (*h A. Paehat who I bel) eoySwvf
a 6'dap seatease Sxr ps1eM to ILew Aupre.

Je"v Cdwhmat 09 teas Aqae 0 tMW adSe that dWa
am par bad pnulsedtbhur lfr »t, Re*b, tmat ONsp mi at

rve"l Wes itdoy Noriwrakla tblwae eld hdel ft Me
heaUl. Cakes dida visew LOS Ausl*t (fMc thatb hweld "dvise
it a at W ilatspa mbbed t ias war !e'deelam vatb hds 11-11a
o flek" Cebes sttdat twhepI sp~ at Fmws 3riley, as oat ac14y1kt

wb. has beespiri a t dste~e bead "Da*, "a%*no IdmrlaI with
his Lt r. at bep "`d "med toIs eene whem the hora of
Leater Edwa shett mus eahihitedi to bb.

TOO,n

Mr. DeLoach May 25, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale1Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

In continuing to run out the story reportedly furnished the
Los Angeles "Times" by an individual identified only as "Bob," information
has been developed indicating that the individual known to Leamont Anderson
White, an efforminate Negro, employee of Western Union in Les Angeles,
as Bob Brickley is in reality Lester Edward Packett, FBI Number 827170A.
This individual has been the subject of Interstate Transportation of Stolen
Property and Interstate Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle cases
investigated by the Bureau. A photograph of Packett was exhibited to
Leamont Anderson White who identified it as the photograph of the
individual he knew as Bob Brickley.

The manager of an apartment house located at 812 South
Westlake, Los Angeles, Identified this same photograph as a former
resident of that apartment house. The manager stated that the individual
resided in an apartment with Odela A. Packett who is currently serving
a 30-day sentence for prostitution in Los Angeles.

Jerry Cohen of the Les Angeles "Times" advised that the
newspaper had promised their informant, "Bob, that they would not
reveal his identity nor furnish information which would lead to his
location. Cohen did advise our Los Angeles Office that he would advice
if any of the photographs exhibited to him were identical with his informant,
"Bob." Cohen stated that the photograph of Frank Drickley, an ex-convict
who has been primarily suspected as being "Bob,"" was not identical with
his informant but Cohen "deelined to comment" when the photograph of
Lester Edward Fackett was exhibited to him.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

Lester Packett's wife, Odela Packett, was interviewed in the
Los Angeles County Jail and she stated that she filed for divorce from
Packett two months ago on grounds of desertion, cruelty and nonsupport.
She stated her legal fees were being paid by her relatives and she added
that she was so mad at Packett at the time of the filing of the divorce that
she tore up all of the photographs she had of him. She described him as
a shiftless drifter who never held a job during their five years of marriage.
She stated she does not know his present whereabouts.

Background information on Lester Packett and interview with
Odela Packett indicates he has spent time in Belle Glade, Florida; Reno,
Nevada; various locations in Tennessee; Chicago, Illinois; and Kansas City.
These areas were mentioned in connection with the story furnished the
Los Angeles "Times" by "Bob." Leamont Anderson White believes
Packett is the Individual who took his two guns and is the only individual
outside of Frank Brickley and a person whom he know as Brickley's
cousin whose name he could not recall that would have known he even possessed
the guns.

John Eugene Gawren, the old man who lived with Ray's mother
from 1954 until her death in 1961, previously advised he taught Ray to be
a burglar. He previously stated that he and Ray cased a bank in 1958
or 1959 but did not rob a because Gawron injured his leg. Gawron furnished
varying information regarding subject's alleged involvement ina bank
robbery following his escape from the Missouri State Penitentiary on
4/23/67. After namerous efforts to elicit the truth from Gawron, he has
now revealed that the bank allegedly robbed by Ray and an accomplice is
located in Alton, Illinois. Gawron stated that Ray's accomplice in the
bank robbery told hita, Gawron, that his same was "Jimmy, last name
unknown. Gawron stated that the last time he saw "Jimmy" he was with
a man previously unknown to him who was named "Johnny, last name
unknown, and they visited him on the nights of 5/13 and 14/68. Ex-convicts
John Paul Valenti and James H. Carpenter are known to have visited
Gawron on those dates.

Bureau files show that at approximately Ip.m.,7/13/07, two
unknown subjects wearing stocking masks entered the side door and
robbed the Bank of Alton in Alton, Illinois. One subject proceeded directly
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Memorandam to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

to the tellers' area, walked behind the counter, emptied cash from two
tellers' cages and left the bank by the same route. Unknown subject
number two stood outside the side door flourishing a sawed-off shotgun
and covered the customers and employees until unknown subject number
one left. Then he backed out of the bank. The robbers obtained
$27,230 in loot.

St. Louis City Jail records establish that James H. Carpenter
was in City Jail, St. Louis, from 6/5/67 to 3/1/68 and could not, therefore,
have participated in the bank robbery or have contacted Gawron as Gawron
had claimed in 1967. Carpenter's description does not III either of the
unknown subjects; although Ray's description could approximate that of
unknown subject number two.

Gawron led Agents to the above bank and identified it as the
one he and Ray had cased in 1959. The modus operandi planned was
substantially the same as that used in the actual bank robbery. Gawron
stated that he had deliberately misled Agents as to the amount involved
and the location of the bank to gain time to be sure he would be in the
clear. Investigation of the bank robbery mentioned above is being
intensified to ascertain whether Ray could have possibly been involved,
thereby accounting for his source of funds.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing in order to bring this
matter to a prompt conclusion.

$
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Mr. hosu May 24, 1968
1 - Mr. Lea.. I -lar. Rates
I - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Rowe

C. I". Nlsa I -Mr. McGowan 1 -Mr. Rude"
kd. Y am@ugh I - Mr. Gehring

1 ?- Mr. L~ong

There is set out hereunder the extin-duty schedule
for the eapti.e cases

Soaturday. !MM/O
8:0$0 a.s. - 12:00 ues, SA 'rank J. Hudsem

(stand-IBy Shift)

12:00 nom - 4:00 p.a. , BA >Riehard IF. Sates
(Stand-By Shift)

COO0 p.ms. - M2:O midight, 8A Menry 0. Beom
(Meuar Nxtra-D~uty shift)

Sunday, //6

8:00 a. - 4:00 p.ma., $A Richard 2. Long
(Regular Xmatra..Duty Shift)

4:OD p.m. - 11:00 midnight, "A Marlin P. Gehring
(Regular Exctra-Duty Shift)

Other Agents assigned to the Vierkin Special will,
of course, work during the nersi sorking hours s well as
any additional period required by the +dewelopusonts is the
Cas.

(10)

Mr. Rosen May 24, 1968
1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bates
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Rowse

c. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Hudson
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Gehring
1 - Mr. Long

MURKIN

There is set out hereunder the extra-duty schedule
for the captioned case:

Saturday, 5/25/68

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, SA Frank J. Hudson
(Stand-By Shift)

12:00 noon - 4:00 p.m. SA Richard F. Bates
(Stand-By Shift)

4:00 p.m. - 12:00 midnight, SA Henry G. Rowse
(Regular Extra-Duty Shift)

Sunday, 5/26/68

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., SA Richard E. Long
(Regular Extra-Duty Shift)

4:00 p.m. - 12:00 midnight, SA Marlin P. Gehring
(Regular Extra-Duty Shift)

Other Agents assigned to the Murkin Special will,
of course, work during the normal working hours as well as
any additional period required by the developments in the
case,

EJM:mt
(10)
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Maiy 23, loon
GENERAL INVESTIOtATI9 DIVISION

Uartin Luthoer "I& Jr.
Local Judge Joan C. Crusoy,} t. Loia

sentenced Ray to 20 years in 1959 for
arm~ed robbery. A m~otion to set aside
the conviction wvas filed before Rny's
escape and is still pending. Judge
Case; welieven in vie's of recent
Euprome Court decisions Ra~y would, stand

a good chance of reversing his con
viction and contemplates filing ordor
-an-Z/2.4/iU-for-Pay to appear ,by £//3
or his action will. bo disrainsed.

Judgeo Casey has asked W~reau advice
as to Vaother ho should dalay until
aftor Poor Peoplos Cnr~palgn as he feels
publicity of his ordor could cntu~fo
Widespread disordor. Casay . a boing
adviuad wo cannot advise him but if he!feela publIcizing his order could cause
disturbance he should tape necensary
stops to &1eert Iav enforce ent agencles
after his order is 6nterod and botore
it is publicized. Oep Vrmeto be~r9i"

1U~L/r

May 23, 1968
GENERAL INVESTIGATI DIVISION

This case involves the zurder of
Martin Luthor King. Jr.

Local Judge John C. Casoy, St. Louis
sentenced Ray to 20 years in 1959 for
armed robbery. A motion to set aside
the conviction was filed before Ray's
escape and is still pending. Judge
Casey believes in vica of recent
Suprene Court decisions Ray would stand
a good chance of reversing his con-
viction and contemplates filing order
on 5/24/68 for Ray to appear by 6/3/68
or his action will be dismissed.

Judge Casey has asked Bureau advice
as to whether he should delay until
after Poor Peoples Campaign as he fecla
publicity of his order could cause
Widespread disorder. Casoy is boing
advised to cannot advise him but if he
feels publicizing his order could cause
disturbance he should take necessary
steps to zlert law enforcement agencies
after his order is entered and boforoit is publicized. Department being
REL/rl Adviced.

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176
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FERA ISUREA) OF INVESTIGAT;Q'i 5.r.D. e-..

- U S.OF°R Of JUSTtCE

FBI WASH DC CGMMUirUCATIG'4S SEC,..

FB rTAYI'!.~2211968 - t,,'Ar. ct:.........r:~

. Mr.

FI ST. LOUI S (44775 . . 74 .- ___

FRN ST OIS(475

RE .L TELS NINE TWO SEVEN AMi AND TWO ZERO SIGHT P., SAY EL.EVFY,
ADD BUTEL TEN SEVENTEEN All MAY THIRTEEN LAST, RE SL CIRCUIT JUDGE

*.. - t

JUDGE CASEY TODAY ADVISED CIRCUIT ATTR CIEY`FILED NOTICE MAY FIFTEr~E

TO TAKE UP STATE NOTION TO DISC=ISS RAY M1OTION TO VACATE, ON MAY

SEVENTEEN. ON THAT DATE RAY AT?9ORNFY, W'HO PAS NEVER SEEN PAY AS

WAS APPOINTED BY COURT SULSQUENT TO ESCAPE, FILED t'EMO FOR

CLERK ALLEGING IPSUFFICEtNT NOTICE, CITING FNO. FIVE DAY RULE.

COURT SUSTAIVE-D. ?IEV POTICE -ISSUED THAT DATE TO TAKE UP FOTION ON

MAY TWENTY FOUR.

" CASEY INTENDS THAT DATE TO ISSUE PUBLIC ORDER FO? UBJECT TO

APPEAR PERSOVALLY AND PROSECUTE NOTION WITH A'TCREY BY JUVE
THIRD OR FACE DISMIISSAL. IS CONSIDERIIG STATEMENT FROC, BENCH THAT

RAY :OTION APPEARPS- TO BE GOOD ONE IF PROPERLY PRESEº.TED AND PURSUED.

E'I PAGta

i~ :s n .r at!Fa+ . v fS,J v . - °*t .: . , , t ,---.~ _ y,r :.rWs - .5Y`r' ., 4.s/«' t.f. t* r.-s

1
FEDERAL SUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Mr. Deirach

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Mr. Mobic

FBI WASH DC COMMUNICATIONS SECTION Mt. Bishop

MAY 22 1968 Mr. Casper
Mr. Calision
Mr. Conred

TELETYPE Mr. Frit
FBI ST LOUIS arr Gale

elm Roses

712PM URGENT 5-22-58 JJR

TRAINER
DIV-5

Sultivan
ravel
Trotter

Room
Holmes

TO: DIRECTOR AND MEMPHIS Miss Gandy

FROM: ST. LOUIS (44-775)

MURKIN Ing
RE SL TELS NINE TWO SEVEN AM AND TWO ZERO EIGHT PM MAY ELEVEN,

AND BUTEL TEN SEVENTEEN AM MAY THIRTEEN LAST, RE SL CIRCUIT JUDGE

JCHN E. CASEY.

JUDGE CASEY TODAY ADVISED CIRCUIT ATTORNEY FILED NOTICE MAY FIFTEES

TO TAKE UP STATE MOTION TO DISMISS RAY MOTION TO VACATE, ON MAY

SEVENTEEN. ON THAT DATE RAY ATTORNEY, WRO HAS NEVER SEEN PAY AS

WAS APPOINTED BY COURT SUSSEQUENT TO ESCAPE, FILED MEMO FOR

CLERX ALLEGING INSUFFICENT NOTICE, CITING MO. FIVE DAY RULE.

COURT SUSTAINED. NEW NOTICE ISSUED THAT DATE TO TAKE UP MOTION ON

MAY TWENTY FOUR.

CASEY INTENDS THAT DATE TO ISSUE PUBLIC ORDER FORSUBJECT TO

APPEAR PERSONALLY AND PROSECUTE NOTION WITH ATTORNEY BY JUNE

THIRD OR FACE DISMISSAL. IS CONSIDERING STATEMENT FROM BENCH THAT

RAY MOTION APPEARS TO BE GOOD ONE IF PROPERLY PRESENTED AND PURSUED.

END PAGE ONE

mg 76
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PAGE 7VO - - I
SL 44-775

BELIEVES THIS WILL RESULT IN PUBLICITY ANlD 7HjyMU0PUBLICITY

DESIREABLE ON REMOTE CHANCE RAY 1MIGHiT GIVE SELF UP.

f 3

IS tINDFUL OF FACT OF POCANi CONTINUIN~G THEU END OF NAY, AND

IS COl,CEP.NFD LEAST ACTION BE SEIZED UPON BY MASS OF NEGROES TKEnE

AS EVIDENCE OF ESTABLISHMIENT MNENTION TO WHITEIVASH KING KILLINlG,

VIZ CONIE HOME ALL IS FORGIVEN, WHICH PEIGHT RESULT IN! CIVIL INSU-

RRECTION3.
I

-, --- ---________
r-

CAN1 POSTPONE ORDER AND flE0ARKS UV!Tl_ AFTER'ThISPERSAL OF

='POCA! -IF RIOT -RISK--DEED ED TO--CRE~AT. .3

"CASEY SIN7CERELY BELIEVES GREATER THE PUJRLICITY, THE GREATER THE'

POSSIBILITY OF RAY SURRENDER AS YELL AS POSSIBLE POCAr1 DISTRUSANC: ,I

WHICH HE DOES NOT DESIRE TO PREC=PTIATE. EXPRESSED URGEN1T DESIRE FOR

M~ORE INFORMED CONFIDENTIAL OPINIOI' AS TO THETHER POSSIB3LE POCAMI

DISTURSANCE RISK MIGHT BE AS QR EAT AS APPEARS TO HIiSi.

HE WAS, ADVISED BUREAU WOULD PROBAISLY NOT PRESUMtE TO ADVISE

HM AS TO PROPRIETY OF POSTF6%~EENT, OR OTHER ACTION IN MATTER,

'AS SAME ENTIRELY WITHIN HIS OWN DISCRETION, BUT AT HIS INSISTENCE

IT WAS AGREED THAT VATTER WOULD ::E BROUGHT TO SURFAU ATTENTION FRVAEE BEVTOSI IH AET AE

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE TWO

SL 44-775

BELIEVES THIS WILL RESULT IN PUBLICITY AND THATMAXIMUM PUBLICITY

DESIREABLE ON REMOTE CHANCE RAY MIGHT GIVE SELF UP.

IS MINDFUL OF FACT OF POCAM CONTINUING THRU END OF MAY, AND

IS CONCERNED LEAST ACTION BE SEIZED UPON BY MASS OF NEGROES THERE

AS EVIDENCE OF ESTABLISHMENT INTENTION TO WHITEWASH KING KILLING,

VIZ COME HOME ALL IS FORGIVEN, WHICH MIGHT RESULT IN CIVIL INSU-

RRECTION.

CAN POSTPONE ORDER AND REMARKS UNTIL AFTER DISPERSAL OF

POCAM IF RIOT RISK DEEMED TO GREAT.

CASEY SINCERELY BELIEVES GREATER THE PUBLICITY, THE GREATER THE

POSSIBILITY OF RAY SURRENDER AS VELL AS POSSIBLE POCAM DISTRUBANCE,

WHICH KE DOES NOT DESIRE TO PRECIPTIATE. EXPRESSED URGENT DESIRE FOR

MORE INFORMED CONFIDENTIAL OPINION AS TO WHETHER POSSIBLE POCAM

DISTURBANCE RISK MIGHT 2E AS GREAT AS APPEARS TO HIM.

HE WAS ADVISED SUREAU WOULD PROBABLY NOT PRESUME TO ADVISE

HIM AS TO PROPRIETY OF POSTPOMENT, OR OTHER ACTION IN MATTER,

AS SAME ENTIRELY WITHIN HIS OWN DISCRETION, BUT AT HIS INSISTENCE

IT WAS AGREED THAT MATTER WOULD BE BROUGHT TO BURFAU ATTENTION

FOR WHATEVER OBSERVATIONS IT MIGHT CARE TO MAXE.

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

SL 44-775

NOTE CASEY APPEARS DESIROUS OF COOPERATING FULLY WITH BUREAU

IN ANY MANNER POSSIBLE, AND IS MINDFUL OF URGENT NECESSITY FOR

EARLIEST POSSIBLE APPREHENSION OF SUBJECT.

SL NOT IN POSSESSION OF SUFFICIENT OVERALL INFORMATION RE

POCAM OR INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, TO MAKE INTELLIGENT RECOMMENDATION,

BUT SINCE POSTPONEMENT TO AFTER POCAM DISPERSAL WOULD INVOLVE NO

HARDSHIP, AND SINCE PUBLICITY AT ANY TIME WOULD APPEAR HIGHLY

TENUOUS MEANS OF SECURING APPREHENSION, SL IS INCLINED TO

RECOMMEND CONFIDENTIAL SUGGESTION OF POSTPOMENT IF ANY RISK

OF POSSIBLE POCAM DIFFICULTY APPEARS.

END.

BGM

FBI WASH DC

T

U
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The Attorney General Nay 23, 1"4

Dieco, l 1 - Yr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Long

AInhZN* 4W 0000m iam Rlms,

Cirtuit Court Jsdgs Ijhi C. Csey. at. Lis,
tti.Usonr, ha a"WIse eas at. Lss ftise re sateeed
Jams.eaoe=rl ly to toesty !eas in the poeitetiary fer
sreed rebbey is 1920. Jaese 3rl lay was serving this

asnem.a !rie he escaped free 111806"1 state Pautitetay
Is APril of 1067.

J.45o Cast' advised a mioen to nt aside this
asvietioss es Mold bee lay's eape, aW is still

Peudlag. 10 belieovese, is f iew of the recent iuwawm
Court doecialeas, sy mud stood a poed *home ef rwwwsi
his comitiou ad ie m taeplts ill"mgo asOrde" om
aw p, "". for la" to Oppoe,r W ta. so Ink or his

actiensuwil be dimi asaed.

Jude Cowe Mhn as sed this mweemte advie
asat. ftether he shold delay this matters he feels
publiclty of his order m"Id Cause widespread dimwduu'.
Jdge CaseY is beia told the t tk"iso 3tem at advise
his as to abet 4"10101 of settee s takeo; Mot if he feels
pabl)tsinga the erder wold cause distswbsmsr, he ahesild
ta"ke cessay steps to alert lawº esfarweiat 15after the order is esterod sad boter. it to lineDptyd.omp

om s

l - r. stepkao J. "task
hasistoaat Attersey Goose"a

1 - r. Yred M. Wiases, Jr.
Amastet Ltdma Gommra

RK.:ca
(8)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO...

The Attorney General May 23, 1968

Director, FBI 1 - Mr. McGowan
1 - Mr. Long

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Circuit Court Judge John c. Casey, St. Louis,
Missouri, has advised our St. Louis Office he sentenced
James Earl Ray to twenty years in the ponitentiary for
armed robbery in 1959. James Earl Ray was serving this
sentence when he escaped from Missouri State Penitentiary
in April of 1967.

Judge Casey advised a motion to set aside this
conviction was filed before Ray's escape and is still
pending. He believes, in view of the recent Supreme
Court decisions, Rey would stand a good chance of reversing
his conviction, and he contemplates filing an order on
May 24, 1968, for Ray to appear by June 3, 1968, or his
action will be dismissed.

Judge Casey has asked this Bureau for advice
as to whether he should delay this matter as he feels
publicity of his order would cause widespread disorder.
Judge Casey is being told that this Bureau cannot advise
him as to what course of action to take; but if he feels
publicizing the order would cause disturbance, he should
take necessary steps to alert law enforcement agencies
after the order is entered and before it is publicized.

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

1 - Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

REL:CS
(8)

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.
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NOTE:

This is to advise the Department in writing
concerning the contemplated action.of Judge John C. Casey
of St. Louis.

Local Judge Casey, sentenced Ray to 20 yearshi
1959 for armed robbery. A action to set aside the conviction
was filed before Ray's escape and is still pending. Judge
Casey believes in view of recent Supreme Court decisions,
Ray would stand a good chance of reversing his conviction
and contemplates filing order on 5/24/68, for Ray to appear
by 6/3/68, or his action will be dismissed.

Judge Casey has asked Bureau advice as to whether
he should delay until after Poor Peoples' Campaign as he
feels publicity of his order could cause widespread disorder.
Casey is being advised we cannot advise him but if he feels
publicizing his order could cause disturbance he should take
necessary steps to alert law enforcement agencies after
his order is entered and before it is publicized.

-2-

NOTE:

This is to advise the Department in writing
concerning the contemplated action of Judge John C. Casey
of St. Louis.

Local Judge Casey, sentenced Ray to 20 years in
1959 for armed robbery. A motion to set aside the conviction
was filed before Ray's escape and is still pending. Judge
Casey believes in view of recent Supreme Court decisions,
Ray would stand a good chance of reversing his conviction
and contemplates filing order on 5/24/68, for Ray to appear
by 6/3/68, or his action will be dismissed.

Judge Casey has asked Bureau advice as to whether
he should delay until after Poor Peoples' Campaign as he
feels publicity of his order could cause widespread disorder.
Casey is being advised we cannot advise him but if he feels
publicizing his order could cause disturbance he should take
necessary steps to alert law enforcement agencies after
his order is entered and before it is publicized.

- 2 -
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Mr. DeLeach May 23, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Bosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Cale

D- Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Cecil Clayton Lillibridge, Cole County (Missouri) Jail, was
a cellmate of Ray's at Missouri State Penitentiary and has previously
furnished background information regarding Ray. Millibridge has been
reinterviewed and has advised as follows.

When they were cellmates, Lillibridge and Ray discussed a
newspaper article concerning the escape of an Italian criminal from the
United States to Italy through the use of a Canadian passport. Ray was
aware that a Canadian passport may be readily obtained under a false
identity. (This appears to be true and the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police are checking all passporte issued since Ray's escape from prison.)

Ray expressed more interest in hiding in Mexico than in
Canada and did not seem impressed when Lillibridge suggested it would
be easier for an American to blend into the scene in Canada. Ray said
he had once considered Australia as a place to hide and sometime
prior to 1962 had written to Queensland inquiring about employment
opportunities but had lost interest in Australia because it is sparsely
populated and there are few tourists.

Ray spoke to Lillibridge about changing the color of his
eyes by wearing colored contact lenses. He also said he had experimented
on darkening his skin with a walnut dye that had to wear eff.

Lillfbridge described Ray as too tight to play poker but said
he loaned money to poker players and required repayment of $3 for
every $2 loaned.

WLMivea
(14) CONTINUED w OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

In addition to the widespread investigation being conducted
throughout the United States, Mexican and Canadian authorities are
conducting extensive inquiries at our request and specific inquiries
have also been made in various other foreign countries including
England, Rhodesia, the Netherland Antilles, Guatemala, Venezuela,
New Zealand, and Australia. Newspaper publicity of Ray's fugitive
status has literally blanketed the free world with articles appearing
in such disparate areas as Germany and Hong Kong.

ACTION:

This investigation is being afforded top priority.

2
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