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Mr. D. J. Brennan, Jr. May 22, 1968

S. J. Papich hey
COMMUNIST PARTY OF COLOMBIA
INTERNAL SECURITY - COLOMBIA

The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) previously
has furnished information concerning the arrest of two indi-
viduals in Colombia who clandestimely brought into the country
a large sum of U. S. currency slated to be delivered to the
Communist Party of Colombia.

On May 21, 1968, Thomas Karamassines, Deputy
Director of Plans, CIA, made available the enclosed list of
serial numbers of the currency recovered by Colombian officials.It should be noted that the first digit in each listed number
designates the particular denomination (1-$1; 2-$5; 3-$10;
4-$20; 5-$50; 6-$100).

ACTION:

This information will be checked out by the
Soviet Section for any significant indicators relating to
the movement of funds through Soviet intelligence channels.

This information and enclosure are also being
directed to the attention of the General Investigative Division
in the event we desire to check any identified currency utilized
by James Earl Ray against the attached listing.
Enclosure

SJP:clb
(7)

1 - Mr. Branigan

13-m

1 - Mr. Wannall- Mr. McGowan
1 - Murkin File
1 - Liaison
1 - Mr. Papich

COIDIUIJST P.AnY al COLOMBIA 
IITBUAL SICU&lff -· COLODIA. 

The Ceatral Jatelligeace ApDCJ (CU) pNYioaaly 
bas 1ura1ahed in:fonation c:oaceral....- the arrest of wo ladi­
viduala ill Colollbta' Wbo cla ... tiMlJ broqht J.ato the country 
a large •unt., 'of u. I• OurNI\CJ a lated. to be deli"red to the 
eo.a-.nlst Party ot ColOllbla. 

Oil 11aJ 21, 1968,. Thoau KanaaMl-, Deputy 
»uector of Pla•, cu, aade available the eaclOMd ltat· of 
aerial aUllben of tbe CU'NACJ'· recovered by Coloabian offi.cia1-. 
It •boUld be noted tbat, tw :tint; c111.lt ia each liatecL ,~ allllber 
delllsnates the particnalar .S.DOlll•tioa (l-$1J 2-fl; 3-$10; 
4-f20J_ 5-fOOJ 8-$100) • 

ACTION: 

This 1afonatloa will 'bt cuoncl out l>y the 
8oY1et- Section for a11y a1pt:r1caat lncU.oaton' iielatl• to 
the •v ... at·of :t.aDds throup lovt,.et :latellll'tace cbauela. 

Tbla iafonatioa and eaoloaure are alao belq, · 
dueoted to tbe. atteatloa of ti. Geaenl I•vesttptlft Divillloa, 
la the •••nt ... cl•u.-e, to· check &ll1 1deatlf 1ecl. currenc1 ut111Acl 
bf' J- Karl 1aJ apl•t tbe attacbed liatin1. . 

lCDCl•un 
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(7), · 

1 - llr.- Branlpn 

G-Mr. Wanaall 
•·Jlr. McGowan 
- Jlurkia.File 

1 - Llal8oa 
1 - Mr• Papieb 
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Mr. Bishop 5-21-68

M. A. Jones

long
MURKIN

Early this month, the Director turned down a request from
Jerry O'Leary (a reliable contact at "The Evening Star" who has written
two outstanding articles regarding the Director) and "The Reader's Digest"
for an article to be written for that magazine by O'Leary regarding the
Martin Luther King investigation. Both O'Leary and "The Reader's Digest"
have expressed continued interest in this matter; and the purpose of this
memorandum is to set forth reasons why, at this point in the investigation
to locate James Earl Ray, it is felt additional consideration should be given
to such an article.

In February, 1968, when Hobart Lewis (President and
Executive Editor of "The Reader's Digest") came to the Bureau with Associate
Editors John Barron and Kenneth Gilmore, they discussed with the Director
the possibility of publishing another article concerning one of our "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives. " (It will be recalled that in the Fall of 1960, an article in
"The Reader's Digest" concerning fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr., the kidnap-
killer of Adolph Coors III, produced leads from readers of the magazine
which resulted in the apprehension of Corbett in Canada.) At the time of this
visit, the Director told Mr. Lewis that we would remain alert for another
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitive" to be featured in the magazine.

In the Coors case, inestimable savings of investigative time
and funds resulted from publication by "The Reader's Digest" of the arttcle
regarding fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr. Many of the same elements as existed
in the Coors case also are found in the King investigation--prominent victim;
intense public interest in the case; and the fugitive in both instances being
a prison escapee with a reputation as a "Ioner" and a penchant for using
fictitious names and backgrounds to conceal his true identity.

It was the broad international circulation of "The Reader's
Digest" which produced the leads that resulted in Corbett's arrest in Canada.

1 -Mr. DeLoach - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Bishop C. L. McGowan

CONTINUED - OVER
GWG:mac (9)

Mr. Blahop 

M.A. Jones 

.MURKIN 

6-21-88 

· Early tb1a month, the Director tuned dowa. a requeat from 
JerryO'Learf (a reliable coatactat "Tlae Evenla,Star" who bu written 
two_. outstanding articles reprding' U. Director) and "The Reader•• Diae•t" 
for an article to be mttea for. that maculne bf O'Leary regardlnc the 
Martin L\tther Kins mes~ BotllO'!.earr and "Tbe Reader'• D1ge1t'1: 
have expreaaed- coatlmied lntereaf 1n tb1a matter; and the papo1e of this -
memorandum la to set foritl realODS wily, at thla point 1a the la.Yeatiga,Uon­
to locate James.Earl Ray, lt 18 felt addltlonal couideratloll.ahould be p-.en 
to ttueh an article. 

I 

, Ia February, 1968, when Hobart Lewla (President and 
Executive .Eclttor of. "Tbe Reader'• Dlgeat") came to lb.- Bureau with Associate 
Editor• Jou. Barroa and B:enaetil. Gilmore, they diacuaed wlth the Director 
the poulbWty of pmliablog another article eoncemlDc oae ot our "Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives. " (It will be r.called that Sa the Fall of 1960, an article in 
'-The Reader'• Dlgeat" conceralpg fugitive .Toaeph_ Corbett, Jr., the kldna~ 
killer of• Adolph Coors m, produced leads from readers of the magazbu~ 
-.blch resulted In the apJrehenaloa ot Corbett In Canada.) At the time ot th1a 
visit, the Director tcld. Mr. Lewia that we would remala alert for aaothel­
•~Ten Moet Wanted Fqlttre" to be feabared ln the Jrlagufne~ 

Ia the Coors cue, ille1tfmable n:vinp of hweetiptlye time 
and funds resulted from plication by 'P.The Reader'• Dlgeat" of. tha, artkle 
reprdlnc fucitive Joaeph Corbett, Jr. Many of. the aame elements u existed 
1n the Coor• cue also are fOUDd Ill the Kine !Jw~--prominent nctlm; 
IAtenae public intereat ill the cue; and the f~t\•• ln:.both lnltances being 
a priaon eaeapee •:.with._,;: a repitaUon-u a •'loner" and a penchant for ustnc 
fictltlous names and backgr0\llld8 to coaceal his true identlty. 

' , It -waa the broad international circulation of. ttTbe Reader'• 
Digest" which produced the le_. that ren1¥ ill Corbett'• arrest ln Canada. 

! ~, l;1'' 'tJµ~ J ~ 

1 • Mr. DeLoach ~- lf.r. Boaea 
1 - ?.tr. Bi8hop 'C. ~-- J4cGowan 
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1
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo
RE: MURKIN

In the King case, we again are dealing with a fugitive known to have been in both
Canada and Mexico during the past year, and who may be out of the United States
at this time. "The Reader's Digest" has a large readership throughout the
WesternHemisphere. Last month, for example, the Legal Attache in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, advised that through its Spanish and Portuguese editions,
"The Reader's Digest" receives "the widest distribution of all mass communi-
cations media in this area"--an he suggested the possibility of an article
regarding James Earl Ray in "The Reader's Digest."

Jerry O'Leary has, of course, proved himself most trustworthyin past contacts with the Bureau. He has done a tremendous amount of reading,
interviewing and "reportorial digging" on the King case in Memphis, Birmingham,
Atlanta and other places. Other newsmen consider him the best-read and -informed
writer on the King case, and this is why "The Reader's Digest" sounded him out on
this assignment.

In view of his strong background in this case, O'Leary could, of
course, write an article on his own concerning fugitive James Earl Ray.
Naturally, if such an article is to be published, it would greatly be to our
advantage to have the benefit of reading it and offering any changes we feel
necessary, prior to publication.

It is O'Leary's intent to limit the article to material whichhas
previously been published, together with what he has dug up himselfwith regardto Ray's background and character traits.

O'Leary has pointed out that day-by-day the true facts of this case
and the accurate picture of fugitive James Earl Ray are being thrown more and
more out of focus by the distorted articles written by such irresponsible characters
as Louis Lomax. He feels that "The Reader's Digest, If with its multimillion
circulation in the United States and abroad, affords an excellent medium for
straightening out the misrepresentations of others, as well as for producing leads
which (as in the case of Joseph Corbett, Jr.,) may possibly assist in the apprehen-sion of "Ten MostWanted Fugitive" Ray.

RECOMMENDATION:

That we extend to O'Leary and "The Reader's Digest" the same
cooperation in regard to an article on "Ten Most Wanted Fugitive" James Earl
Ray as was rendered in the Joseph Corbett, Jr., fugitive investigation.

-2 -
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:M. A. Jones to Blsbop. Memo 
RKJ MURION 

•-
In tbe KlDg cue, we agala are dealing wltli a fugiti're known. to haft been ID. botb. 
Cuada ud Mexico durinr the put year, and no. may be out o.t the Valted State• 
at this trme •. ''TM Reader'• Digest" bai· a large readeraldp throughout the 
Weatera· J.temlapher.-., Laat montla, for example, tb.e Legal Attache la B\leaos 
Aires, Arpntlaa, adYlse4 tbat tbroup its Spanish ad Portuguese edltlou, 
"The. Reader'•- DJ.pat" recel,ea 'ttbe wldeat dlatrlb\ltloa of all mus conumaat­
catloas media la We area"--aad lie· auguted the po11l})lllty of_ aa article 
regarding James Earl Ray bl "The Reader.'• Digest." 

J 

.. 
3eny O'Le'1'7 Jau, of eoune, proved hlmaelf •oat truatwortlay 

1n put contacts Yitlt tile Bureau. He. w· done a tremendous amowtt of rtadmi,. 
later.newing and ''re,ortorlal dlahtl*'-on. u.e King case la Memphis, Blrmlngham, 
Atlanta aad otlae~ places. other MWlllea coaalder him tbe beet-read ud -1aformed· 
writer OD. U. l'1aa c-, arad tllll ls wily "TIie Reader's' Digest" eouaded ldm out-on 

· th1s as,lp.t,Mnt. 

, Ia new-of Illa stroac bacqrwad 1n.w. cue, O'Leary could, of 
- course, ftlte • artlct. oa hl• on concel'Jlbae iugltlve .Tames Earl Ray~ 
Na~Ji U aucb a article 18 to be publlahed, 1t would greatlf be to O\lr 
advaatap to haft tbe buttit ot readlRC it ud offering any cllanpa we feel 
necessary, prior lo pw,llcatloa. . · 

I ' .f 

_ It ls o•teary's- tateat to llmlt. the artlcle to material ,m1eh hu 
.F•Ylou1Y beea pubU.Ud, together wWi wbat be has. dug up lahuelL Wltll rep.rd, 
to Ray's bacqrowl and. character tralta. 

O'Leary J1aa polated O\tt that day-by-day the tne fact,, of thla cue 
and the accurate picture of fqlt1T6 James Earl Ray are. belnr tJuoon. more and. 
more out of focus 'by the. dlatorted articles wrlttea by auch lr.reapoull>le cbaractera 1 

u Louis Lomax. He feel.a tbat "?he Reader'• Dllftat;" w1t1l its nwltlmillloll 
clreulatloa la. the Ualtect States and abroad,. affords aa excellent_ medium for 
atn.lptemag out tile. mlarepresentatl.Oas of otMrs, as nll u for producln« leads 
Wbtch (as· In. the case of Joseph Corbett, Jr., J may poaatbl)' ualat la the appreben­
aioa of "Tea, Moel Waated Fugitlft" Ray. 

RECOMMENDATION: -

' That. - utead. to O'Leary aa4 tflfhe Reader'• DS,.at" the same 
cooperatfoa ht reprd to aa article oa ''Tea· Moat Wanted Fugitive" Jame• Earl 
Ray u was rendered la the Joaeph Corbett, Jr., fugitive lanatlgatlon. 
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Mr. DeLeach May 21, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
h. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

1. Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. MeDonough 1 - air. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This is the case involving the death of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Kenneth Lee Wade, San Quentin Penitentiary, was in Missouri
State Penitentiary from 1958 through 1965. He states be knew Bay
from 1962 until 1985 and they sold amphetamines and other stimulants
to prisoners. Inmates Fay Pruitt, Bobby Burna and Glen Shurnick (phonetic)
were partners with Ray and Wade.

Wade estimates that the amphetamine operation cleared
$1,000 a month. Re gambled with his share of the profite but Rsy was
conservative in handling his money and Wade believes Ray had substantial
savings, perhaps as much as $5,000, when he escaped. He does not
know where or how Ray maintained his savings but Ray could have
bribed a guard to take money out of the prison. Wade added that a
Lieutenant Dickson or Dixon, who was fired from the penitentiary in
1985, had been used by Wade and Ray to bring Items of value in and
out of the prison.

In November, 1961, Ray made an unsuccessful effort to
escape from Missouri State Penitentiary. He attempted to scale the wall
with pipe taken from clothing racks in the dry cleaning plant and was
injured when the pipe broke. He was subsequently examined by a
prison psychologist who made the following comments:

"The subject appears to be a rather simple, inadequate,
unspontaneous individual of a rather passive sort. His
abortive attempt to scale the walls is characteristic of
the kind of judgment (one perhaps should say satejudgment)
which may be expected from this individual. He smiles
in an inappropriate and embarrassing manner at times
and gives one the feeling that they are communicating with
a rather simple sort of soul."

WLadives
(14) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

In a report dated 10/21/66 the psychologist reviewed
extensive testing and interviews conducted with Ray and concluded:

"According to all the test results Ihave on the man he is
nothing more nor less than a severe neurotic apparently
seeking to repress out of awareness, or to keep concealed,
something he seems to be afraid someone else is going
to find out.

"The import of this at this time is to urge you to
communicate with the Warden that this man might well
be considered *escape-prone* -- a runner (psychologically,
anyway) -- and suggest that the Warden, in accordance
with a *gentlemen's agreement* we have with the Hospital
authorities, notify the Hospital authorities that this man
should be considered as an escape-prone neurotic type
individual, according to our information on him."

While at Missouri State Penitentiary Fay was consistently
rated as an efficient and cooperative worker. A work and training
report dated 10/1/62 describes him as an experienced baker and a
very good one.

Arrangements are being made with the State Department to
provide all U. s. diplomatic establishments abroad with information
concerning Ray's fugitive status. There are approximately 290 such
establishments throughout the world.

In the allegations previously made to the Los Angeles "Times,"
Bob claimed Ray had charged telephone calls made from Membhis to a
telephone company credit card issued to Riddell Catering, U. S. Rubber,
Detroit, and that the card was in the name of Riddell or a Robert Brinkley.

Riddell Industrial Caterers has the concession at the U. S.
Rubber Company plant in Detroit. The company is owned by H. V.
Brinker and his son, Robertson "Robert" Brinker. The catering company
does not have a telephone or a telephone company credit card.

-3- CONTINUED - OVER-
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Memoranduza to Mir. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

Robertson Brinker does have a telephone company credit
card. He denied that any Memphis calls have been charged to this
card and was unable to explain how such an allegation might have
originated. He denied that his credit card had ever been lost or
used by any other person.

H. V. Brinker recalled that he was in Eoca Raton, Florida,
from 3/1/68 to 4/1/68 and traded at a Sunoco service station at the
Intersection of U. s. One and Palm Aire. He was impressed with
the efficiency of one of the employees and told the service station
employee to call him or his son If be ever wanted a job. He gave
this man one of his business cards. He cannot recall if he wrote
Robert's name on the card but he told bim Robert's name and said
that they catered for U. S. Rubber. We are checking out this service
station employee to determine if he is identical with Bob.

ACTION:

This case is continuing to receive vigorous attention.

-
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Mr. Bishop 5-21-68

M. A. Jones

MURKIN

Early this month, the Director turned down a request from
Jerry O'Leary (a reliable contact at "The Evening Star" who has written
two outstanding articles regarding the Director) and "The Reader's Digest"
for an article to be written for that magazine by 'Leary regarding the
Martin Luther King investigation. Both O'Leary and "The Reader's Digest"
have expressed continued interest in this matter; and the purpose of this
memorandum is to net forth reasons why, at this point in the investigation
to locate James Earl Ray, it is felt additional consideration should be given
to such an article.

In February, 1968, when Hobart Lewis (President and
Executive Editor of "The Reader's Digest") came to the Bureau with Associate
Editors John Barron and Kenneth Gilmore, they discussed with the Director
the possibility ofpublishing another article concerning one of our "Ten Most
Wanted Fugitives." (It will be recalled that in the Fall of 1960, an article in
"The Reader's Digest" concerning fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr., the kidnap-
killer of Adolph Coors III, produced leads from readers of the magazine
which resulted in the apprehension of Corbett in Canada.) At the time of this
visit, the Director told Mr. Lewis that we would remain alert for another
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitive" to be featured in the magazine.

In the Coors case, inestimable savings of investigative time
and funds resulted from publication by "The Reader's Digest" of the article
regarding fugitive Joseph Corbett, Jr. Many of the same elements as existed
in the Coors case also are found in the King investigation--prominent victim;
intense public interest in the case; and the fugitive in both instances being
a prison escapee with 2 reputation as a "loner" and a penchant for using
fictitious names and backgrounds to conceal his true identity.

It was the broad international circulation of "The Reader's
Digest" which produced the leads that resulted in Corbett's arrest in Canada.

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Bishop 1V L. McGowan

CONTINUED - OVER
GWG:mac (9)

leny.

Mr. Blahop 

M.A. JOD6S 
'l. 

MURKtN 1 

Early thla montb, the Dlnctoz- blne4 don a Nfl1lNl .front 
Jerr-, O'Learr 6L rellahle contact at. "TM EYMIDtJ Stu"· who hatl-wrltten. 
two outatandlng articles reprd{nc the Dlnctor) an4 "The. Reader's Di&Ht" 
for aa article to :be writtellfor-that •-•• by O'Leary~ the· 
Martla Luther xtac hweatlp.tioa. Both 0'LearJ' and "The Reader'• Diceat" 
have expreued continued Interest IA tb1a matttr; and tbe ptrpOM of Oda 
memorandum 1a to aet fortll reuoe• way, at thla· point la the investlption 
to locate Jame. Earl Ray, lt 1a f.it additloul couklerattoo ahoulcl N afven 
to auca an arttele. 

Ia F8l'\1U7, 1"8•· when Hobart Ln1s (President and · 
Eucutlve E'~of. '11be Reader'• Dlpat"l cam• to tlae Bureau 'With Anoclate 
Edlton· Johll BarroA ud Kewtk Gilmore, theJ dlacuaecl with. the Director.· 
the poaaibillty Q( p&bllahlDC uotber article eoacfflWIC oae of our "Tea Moat 
Wanted Fu&WYea •. " (It ..W:be reealled that la tee Fall of lNO, an. article Ill 
•~ Reader's. Dtgut" coace~fugiti•• JONpll Corbett, J'r., the lddaap-· 
killer of Ado1pa Coon m, ,rodtlced leads from readera of the atapzJae 
which reaulted ta the apprelleuloa of. Corbett 1a·Canada •. ) At the. time ot W.. · 
vlslt• the Dinctor told.Mr. Lewie that· we would remala aleri for another 
"Ta: Most: Wutect Fqltlye'' to be.featured la the ma,ulae. 

, Ia tbe Coor•. cue, laeetlmable •vlBP ot· tQeat1ptive time 
and fonds resulted from pabllcatloA by r.The Reader'• Dipat" of the article 
reprdble fulltlve Joeepb. Corbett. Jr. »-1 of the same elements aa exietecl 
1D..the Coore cue a1ao are loud Ja. tbe Kl»g bweatiptlon-promlaeat ncttin; 
inteue plblle interest bl the cue; a.ad the ~ve In both htatancea belnc 
a priaon ueapee· ~.:,'.._wi~~s& rep.ttatlon .. a "lc>Der'' and a penchant for usi~ 
fictWoua names IUld backgrOWlds to conceal h18 true ldenUty. · 

It was. the. broad International. etreulatlon of "'l'he Reader'• 
Dlpat" which ~ed the leads that reaulted 1n Corbell'• arrtat la Canada. , 

. . ~ \ ' 

1 • Mr. DeLoach. 1 l-.. Rolen , · 
1 • Mr-~ Biahop , 1 . L. McGowan 

CONTlNUED:. OVER. . 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo
RE: MURKIN

In the King case, we again are dealing with a fugitive known to have been in
both Canada and Mexico during the past year, and who may be out of the United
States at this time. "The Reader's Digest" has a large readership throughout
the Weatern Hemisphere. Last month, for example, the Legal Attache in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, advised that through its Spanish and Portuguese
editions, "The Reader's Digest" receives"the widest distribution of all mass
communications media in this area"--and he suggested the possibility of an
article regarding James Earl Ray in "The Reader's Digest.

Jerry O'Leary has, of course, proved himself most trust-
worthy in past contacts with the Bureau. He has done a tremendous amount
of reading, interviewing and "reportorial digging" on the King case in Memphis,
Birmingham, Atlanta and other places. Other newsmen consider him the best-
read and-informed writer on the King case, and this is why "The Reader's
Digest" sounded him out on this assignment.

In view of his strong background in this case, O'Leary could,
of course, write an article onhis own concerning fugitive James Earl Ray.
However, neither he nor "The Reader's Digest" will consider such an article
without the Bureau's cooperation and final review and approval of the
manuscript.

O'Leary has pointed out that day-by-day the true facts of this
case and the accurate picture of fugitive James Earl Ray are being thrown
more andmore out of focus by the distorted articles written by such
irresponsible characters as Louis Lomax. He feels that "The Reader's Digest,"
with its multimillion circulation in the United States and abroad, affords an
excellent medium for straightening out the misrepresentations of others, as
well as for producing leads which (as in the case of Joseph Corbett, Jr.,) may
possibly assist in the apprehension of "Ten Most Wanted Fugitive" Ray.

RECOMMENDATION:

That we extend to O'Leary and "The Reader's Digest" the same
cooperation in regard to an article on "Ten Most Wanted Fugitive" James Earl
Ray as was rendered in the Joseph Corbett, Jr., fugitive investigation.

- 2

Ia tlw KIIIC cue. we apln ve dea1hc with a fllliUY• boa to me beea Sa. 
both Canada. 1111d Mako darbc tbe ,ut ,_., u4 wao may• out of ~ trnlted 
Statea at wa time. "Tbe· lteader'• Dllelt"bu • tarpreadenblp tbl'Olllhout 
the Weatera Beailpbere. · wt modi, for· example, the t.pt Attaelle la 
Bwloa Mrea, Aqatfu, a4riaed.tlatthrouablta S..-..ud Poriupeae 
editloM, "1'be a.adft'a Dipat•• Neel...,_ wWNt dlatrilMatloll of all ml.la 
commuleaHou me41& ill tJall area."-.. ud Ile Rlltated the poe1ll>UU, of a 
article :relU'dla, lamea Barl B&J fa •-nae Reader•• Dlptt." • 

Jerr,O'Leu7lu, ot:·cou1e, ptO'JMidntNltmoattrut­
•rthY la put eoatacta witb. tbe Banau. Jte lu do• a tnmeaadoN 1mout 
of_ read!II&', latefflewlag ud 'ffrQOrtorlal dlaf111"·011 the Elal cue 1a KemJbla, 
Blrmfnpam, Atluta ud oUler pl&Ots. Otlritr newmea. coulder Wm tbe but• 
read aa4~onntd writer oa tbe .Klac cue, aat tlda la wby ''TIie Reader's 
D1patH IOll-.4 him wt Oil tlds aulpmeat. 

InYiewof.hlaatrollc~!atblscw, O~Lear,c°'11d, 
or coune, wr1ta u arilcle oa w.· ow. coaeenwt1 fuptt,e Jamea Earl Bay~ 
lloweYe.r, M1tber he »or "The Readu'• Dlpat" Ylll CODlidff neb aa article 
without tbe Bveaa's OOOperatloa udflllal NYlew ud a,...oftl ot. tae 
maautcript. 

o•r..eu, hu pointed wt t1aat •1•bf-da1 t1te tNe fa.eta or thia 
cue ud, the aearat. Jldur• cl fqittre Jame• Zul liq are betas tbro• 
more and.more wt of toeua bJ tlae cUetoriecl artlcles wlttea by RCh 
Srnepou11>1e caaradera u ~ Lomu. Be fffla that· "The Reader'• Dip•t,. "· 
wit& 1ta multlmlllloa cirhl1Uoll 111 the Ualted states· ud abroad, alforu a.a 
excellent medium tor atnlpttainc out tlle mianJ"Natatioal of ottaer,, u 
•U u for-,rome1-. !Ndl ~ (u lathe cue- of IONpll Conett, Jr.,) ma.y 
poe11D11 wlat 1a the· apeheutoa or "Tea Moat Waated Fuptl-re" nay. 

RECOMLIENDATION: 

Tut we ts.tend~ O'Learr aad ''lbe Reader'• DJ&ell" tba same 
eooperatioa Ja nprd to aa article oa "Tea Moat Wutect Fuglttre•t .Tamea Earl 
Bay u WU reac1ered IA the JONpb Corbett, Ir., fuslllYe

1 
·layeatlptloa. 
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Mr. Rosen May 21, 1968

1 -Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley1- Mr. Long
MURKIN 1 - Mr. Martindale

1 - Mr. McGowan

On 5/20/68 ASAC Richard H. Ash of the Minneapolis Office
was telephonically contacted concerning this matter. Ash was instructed
to make arrangements to have the Western Union auditors' records
reviewed for any money order payments made to the subject under his
true name and known aliases for the months of April and May, 1968, with
points of origin for such money orders being Los Angeles, Memphis,
Birmingham and Atlanta. It is noted that these are the cities in which
subject is known to have been during the last few months and where
contact may have been made for any contract killing.

SAC Jensen of the Memphis Office and SAC Gamble of the
Birmingham Office were instructed to check on large withdrawals of
funds from banks in their respective headquarters for 4/5/68. By large
withdrawals it was meant any sum of $10,000 or above.

SAC Bachman, Newark, was telephonically instructed to
recontact the locksmithing institute at which subject had enrolled to
determine, if possible, whether or not subject had re-enrolled under
another name. It was suggested to Bachman that he obtain the applications
which had been filed or if the originals could not be obtained to obtain
photographs of such applications and furnish to the Laboratory for hand-
writing purposes.

Bachman was also instructed to obtain information from the
locksmithing institute as to the approximate number of such courses
being offered throughout the United States and the names and identities
of known locksmithing schools.

CLM:vea
(6)

Mr. Rosen 

c. L. McGowan 

MURKIN 
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1.-Kr •. Ro--. .. 
1 - Mr._ Malle, -r~ . Long 
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1 - Mr~ McGowan 

0a 6/10/08 ASAC· Rlchard. IL Ash of th4t . .Mlnne,q,olia Office 
was telepbomcaU.1 contacted concentng tbl8 matter. Ash wu inatncted 
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contact- may haft been made for an, contract ldlH,w. 

SAC J'euen of the ·»,mpbis Office and SAC Gamble of the 
Birmingham Office were tutructed to ·chect on larc• Withdrawals of -
funds from bank• In tbeif respective headquarter• for 4/5/68. By !arc• 
withdrawals lt wu meant -,-aum ci ,10, 000 or-above. 

SAC: Bachman, Newark, WU telepho*allJ IDatructed to 
recontact·the loebmlthlnc lDetltate at which aubjeet had earolled to 
determinet If posatble, whether· or· not aul,Ject had re-enrolled under . 
another name. It wu auaested to Bachman. that he obtain the applications 
which bad been filed or if the orlpnala eould not be obtained to. obtain 
photograpba of auch appJJcatlona and fundah. to the Laboratory•for hand­
wrWDcpsrpoau •. 

Bachman was also· 1nstructed to obtain lnformatloa from the 
Joctamtthlnc lnltltute as to the approximate number of 811Ch couraee 
being offered throughout tbe United Stat• and the namN and identltl• 
of known locksmithing acboola. 
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Mr. DeLesch May 20, 1968

A. Rosen 1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. Sesen 1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale1 Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. MeDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the marder of Martin Luther Sing, Jr.

On 5/17/68 William Thomas, City Editor, and Jerry Cohen,
reporter, Los Angeles "Times" furnished the following information.

On 5/13/68 or 5/14/68 the "Times" was telephonically contacted
by a man who claimed to have information concerning the death of
Martin Luther King, Jr. Thomas talked to this man on the telephone three
or four times and on the evening of 5/16/08 Thomas and Cohen met this
man at a bar. He identified himself only as Bob. From his conversation,
Thomas and Cohen believe Bob has been in several penitentiaries.

Bob related a fantastic account of an alleged conspiracy in
connection with King's death. The details, which will be discussed later
in this memorandum, are at variance with the results of our investigation.
Specific investigation to check out Bob's story has failed to verify any
relevant allegation and it appears very doubtful he has any knowledge of
the case; however, we are continuing investigation in this regard and are
making every effort to identify and locate Bob for interview.

The "Times" gave Bob $100 OR the evening of 5/16/66. He said
he needed this money to leave town. The "Times" does not know how to
contact him and dees not expect to hear from him again.

Thomas said the "Times" sole purpose was to get a story out of
Bob's material but he did not wish to interfere with the Bureau's investigation
and although reporters were standing by in Kansas City, Memphis, Birmingham,
Huntsville, and Miami, no overt steps had been taken to verify Bob's story
and nothing would be published before 5/21/68. Thomas said he was also
contemplating making this information available to the Attorney General.

WLalivea
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Memoranduxa to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

Details of Bob's allegations are set forth below.

1. BOB ALLEGES: The day before the shooting, Ray was picked
up in Athens, Alabaina, and taken to Memphis.

FACTS: King was killed 4/4/68. Ray, as Eric S. Galt,
registered at the Rebel Motel, Memphis, 4/3/08 and checked out
4/4/68. Motel records show he was driving his Mustang.

2. BOB ALLEGES: At the Memphis rooming house from which
the shot was fired, another man registered as Samuel Lewis.
Lewis was the backup man to kill King at the rally on the night of
4/4/88 if Ray was unable to perform the murder from the rooming
house.

FACTS: The proprietor of the rooming house states Lewis
is unknown to her either by name or as a guest registering on
4/4/66.

3. BOB ALLEGES: Lewis' rifle was left in the furnace of the
rooming house and is believed to still be there.

FACTS: The rooming house has no furnace. No such rifle
has been found.

4. BOB ALLEGES: After the shooting, Ray walked two or three
blocks to the getaway car accompanied by a man and awoman.
Ray's Mustang was not in Memphis 4/4/88.

FACTS: Investigation indicates Ray left Memphie alone in his
Mustang which was parked near the rooming house.

5. BOB ALLEGES: The getaway car was a new Buick with
Alabama license plates, equipped with a police radio, and owned
and driven by Eddie Wilburn, Hantsville, Alabama, a member of
the local Veterans of Foreign Wars.

FACTS: Veterans of Foreign Wars, Hunteville, does not have
such a member but one Esmond Wilburn, also known as Eddie,
sometimes visits the club. Wilburn owns a Cadiliac and is
employed by a health insurance company. He denies having been
out of Alabama since December. He was in Hunteville 4/3-6/68
according to company production records and the personal
recollection of his employer.

-2. CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

6. BOB ALLEGES: Upon leaving Memphis, Ray, Wilburn, and
two girls and a child from Hunteville, drove to Kansas City in
six and one-half hours.

FACTS: Investigation indicates that when Ray left Memphis
he drove alone to Atlanta inhis Mustang.

7. BOB ALLEGES: In Kansas City Ray spent the night in a
small one bedroom, gray-shingled house about three miles from
the center of the city.

FACTS: Although the "Times" provided a rough map drawn
by Thomas based upon information furnished by Bob, investigation
has failed to locate the Kansas City house described by Bob.

6. BOB ALLEGES: Ray left Kansas City at dusk, 4/5/88, and
was flown to Belle Glade, Florida, in a private airplane owned
by William Pierce, a wealthy Ke Klux Klan member who owns a
Belle Glade airport, a motel, cottages on a nearby lake, and once
owned a contracting company in Cuba. Fierce often flies his
own plane to New Orleans, is acquainted with New Orleans District
Attorney Jim Garrison and is related to Eddie Wilburn.

FACTS: No person meeting Pierce's description could be
found. One WilliamL. Pierce, a Belle Glade welder, formerly
owneda migrant boarding house and was briefly wealthy over
twenty years ago when he sold a rope making machine in Cuba.
One Leland Clifford Fearce owns cottages at a lake near Belle Glade
and formerly sold cattle to Cuba. Neither Pierce nor Pearce
flies nor owns a plane and both deny knowing Jim Garrison or
being related to Eddie Wilburn.

9. BOB ALLEGES: On 4/11/68 Ray boarded a charter boat or
yacht at Key West owned by Ben Thompson.

FACTS: No such boat has been located. Benjamin Larnard
Thompson, Jr., Miami, states he operated fishing boats off the
Florida Keys prior to August, 1966. He denied any knowledge of
this matter.

-3. CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

10. BOB ALLEGES: In the weeks before the killing, Ray stayed
at Belle Glade.

FACTS: Investigation at Belle Glade has been negative. Ray
is known to have been living in Los Angeles from November, 1967,
until 3/17/88. He was in New Orleans on about 3/21/68, checked
into an Atlanta rooming house, 3/24/68, was in Birmingham,
3/29-30/68, paid rent in Atlanta, 3/31/68, and was in Memphis,
4/3-4/68.

11. BOB ALLEGES: On the day of the killing Ray made telephone
calls from Memphis to Belle Glade. The calls are believed to
have been made from a bas station.

FACTS: This is being checked out.

12. BOB ALLEGES: The payoff was made through Wilburn in
Reno, 4/3/68, by rigging a Keno payoli of $25, 000 at the
CAL-NEVA Lodge. Charlie Cate, an employee of the lodge,
was cognizant.

FACTS: The CAL-NEVA Lodge has been closed since
LaborDay, 1967. One Charles Thomas Cate is a pit boss at the
CAL-NEVA Club. He has been interviewed with negative results.
The owner of the club states there was no Keno payoff on 4/3/68
of more than $400 and there has not been a $25,000 payoff for
almost three years.

13. BOB ALLEGES: A man using Ray as a first name was in
Room 700, Clark Hotel, Los Angeles, 4/17-18/68.

FACTS: This man has been identified as Raymond Andrew
Young, Massena, New York, and has been eliminated.

14. BOB ALLEGES: Lamont White, Western Union employee in
Los Angeles, sent money to Louisiana and purchased two pistols
for Frank Brickley, Chattancoga, who was in prison with Ray.

FACTS: Leamont White, an effeminate Negro states: He has
known Frank and Bob Brickley for five or six years. Both are
heavy drinkers. White owned two pistols which disappeared in the
summer of 1967 and he suspected Frank or Bob Brickley, or their

-4. CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

cousin whose name be cannot recall, of stealing the guns from
his home. About two months ago White got a collect call from
Frank either from Nashville or Knoxville and sent him $20 or
$30. He last saw Bob Brickley less than two months ago at which
time Bob said Frank was in prison. White believes only the
Brickleys or their cousia would know of the guns stolen from him
and the money he sent Frank.

Frank Brickley is apparently identical with Frank William
Brickley who has a lengthy criminal record but does not appear
to have served time withRay. We are seeking Brickley and his
brother for interview.

15. BOB ALLEGES: Ray worked for a week as a bartender at
Harold's Cafe, a "queer" bar in Les Angeles, where he is known
by a man named Connie.

FACTS: The manager of Harold's is known as Connie. He
and other personnel deny any knowledge of Ray.

16. BOB ALLEGES: Ray is or was married to will Shea, who
once worked at the Top Rail Bar, Los Angeles.

FACTS: The Top Rail Bar does not normally employ women.
will Shea is unknown there or at the home address furnished by

Bob.

17. BOB ALLEGES: Ray used a telephone company credit card
for various calls including those allegedly made from Memphis to
Belle Glade. The credit car was issued to Riddell Catering,
U. 5. Rubber, Detroit, and was in the name of Hiddell or a Robert
Brinkley. Riddell lives in Harper Woods, Michigan.

FACTS: This is being checked out.

18. BOB ALLEGES: Samuel Lewis, the backup man at the Memphis
rooming house, served time at Chillicothe and Terra Haute and
was discharged in 1963 from prison in Millan, Michigan. Lewis
spent the night of 4/4/68 in Memphis and took an early morning
bur to Knoxville. On 4/7/68 left Knoxville by bus for Los Angeles
via Memphis and E1 Paso. Bob furnished the "Times" aGreyhound
bus ticket issued 4/7/68 at Knoxville for passage to Los Angeles via
Memphis and E1 Paso.

-5- CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

FACTS: The Los Angeles "Times" City Editor believes it is
possible Bob is identical with Samuel Lewis. Investigation
indicates Bob may be identical with Frank William Brickley.
There is no evidence that there was such a backup man but
Brickly and Lewis, If he exists, will be located and interviewed.

ACTION:

All aspects of this investigation are receiving vigorous attention.

.. . ' -
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Mr. Rosen May 20, 1968

1 -Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. MalleyP Mr. McGowan
MURKIN - Mr. Long

On 5/19/68, at 5:30 p. m., Mr. Don G. Cummings,
2733 Elm Hill Pike, Nashville, Tennessee, no telephone at home,
contacted extra duty Supervisor Paul A. Cajigas by long distance
telephone. He said he was calling from a pay telephone booth and
did not have much time to talk before his three minutes would run
out. Cummings said he had information about an individual who he
believed might have been involved in the murder of Dr. MartinLuther
King. He wanted to turn this information over to the FBI on this
date because the individual was in Nashville and would be leaving the
night of 5/19/68.

At this point the operator advised that Cummings three
minutes was up and the call ended.

ACTION:

Security Clerk Danny Downum, Memphis Division, was
immediately contacted and supplied with above information. He was
instructed to have an Agent immediately contact Mr. Cummings and
advise Bureau of results.

PAC:bap (5)

C. L. McGowan 

MURKilf· 
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May 20, 1968 
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Mr~ Malley 
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. Ju. Long_ 

0a S/19/88, at 5:30 p. m. • :t-{r. Don G. Cummings, 
2733 Elm Bill Pike, Naahvtlle, Tenaeuee, no telephone at home, 
contacted extra duty Supervlaor Paul A. CaJlpa by lopg distance 
telephone. He la1d he waa caJHag from a pay telepbOne booth and 
did not have much time to talk before his three mlautea would run 
out. Cu.Dlmlnga eald be bad information about an lndlvldual who be 
believed might ba'fe been involved 1n the murder of Dr. Martin.Luther 
King. He wanted to tura tb18 1nformat1oa over to the FBI on this 
date becau8e the lndiridual was 1n Nuhvllle and would be leaving the 
night of 5/19/68., · 

At th1a polnt-tbe operator adTINd that Cummings three 
minutes waa up and the call ended. 

ACTION: 

Security Clerk Duny Downum, Memphla Dlrialoa, wu 
immediately contacted and supplied with above lnfor1ll:81lon. Be waa 
l.natrueted to haw an Agent immediately contact· Mr. Cumminga and 
advlae Bureau. of reaulta. 
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Mr. DeLoach May 18, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Cale

1 Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDenough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Memphis Police Department has received several
anonymous letters from Hamilton, Catario, Canada, alleging that
Fay is at some ruins south of Mexico City. A similar letter has now
been received alleging Ray is buried in the ruins and enclosing a
rough map indicating the grave. This is being expeditiously checked
out.

James L. Owens, who participated with Ray in the 1959
robbery for which Ray receiveda twenty-year sentence, frequently
saw Ray in Missouri State Penitentiary. He has advised Ray sold
drugs in the prison and also operated a "three for two" loan business.
Owens expressed the opinion Ray would not have accumulated over
$1,000 from these sources by the time he escaped.

Kenneth Lee Wade, San Francisco, former innate at
Missouri State Penitentiary, has alleged that he, Ray and three others
earned $1,000 a month from the sale of drugs in the penitentiary.
Wade is being interviewed in detail to determine If this is true and
If so, how and where Ray maintained his share of the proceeds.

Jerry Raynes, subject's father, St. Louis, was recently
visited by subject's brothers John, of St. Louis, and Jerry, of Chicago.
Both brothers were drinking. Raynes now states that during this
visit Jerry mentioned something about the subject's having been in
Chicago in the nummer of 1967. He says he cannot remember anything
more specific about the conversation and that he may have misunderstood
Jerry.

WLMivea
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

It is noted that Raynes is an old was and an alcoholic. His
mind seems to wander and he appears to have difficulty recalling recent
events. John and Jerry Ray are being reinterviewed regarding Rayne's
allegation.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing throughout the field.

-2 -
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Mr. DeLeach May 18, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. SullivanD Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Memphis Police Department has received several
anonymous letters from Hamilton, Catario, Canada, alleging that
Ray is at some ruins south of Mexico City. A similar letter has now
been received alleging Pay is burled in the ruins and enclosing a
rough map indicating the grave. This is being expeditiously checked
out.

James L. Owens, who participated with Ray in the 1959
robbery for which Ray received a twenty-year sentence, frequently
saw Ray in Missouri State Penitentiary. He has advised Ray sold
drugs in the prison and also operated a "three for two" loan business.
Owens expressed the opinion Ray would not have accumulated over
$1,000 from these sources by the time he escaped.

Kenneth Lee Wade, San Francisco, former innate at
Missouri State Penitentiary, has alleged that he, Ray and three others
earned $1, 000 a month from the sale of drugs in the penitentiary.
Wade is being interviewed in detail to determine If this is true and
If so, how and where Ray maintained his share of the proceeds.

Jerry Raynes, subject's father, St. Louis, was recently
visited by subject's brothers John, of St. Louis, and Jerry, of Chicago.
Both brothers were drinking. Raynes now states that during this
visit Jerry mentioned something about the subject's having been in
Chicago in the summer of 1967. He says he cannot remember anything
more specific about the conversation and that he may have missunderstood
Jerry.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

It is noted that Raynes is an old man and an alcoholic. His
mind seems to wander and he appears to have difficulty recalling recent
events. John and Jerry Ray are being reinterviewed regarding Rayne's
allegation.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing throughout the field.
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Mr. Rosen May 18, 1968

1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 Mr. Long

Special Agent Joe C. Hester, Memphis Extra-Duty Supervisor,
telephonically advised, this date, that the Chief of Police (COP), Memphis,
Tennessee, has received an anonymous letter dated 5-14-68, from Montreal,
Canada. The letter is very poorly written and it is hard to make out the
entire contents, but in essence mentions Doctor King. Further, that the descentt
anonymous writer has become acquainted with an individual of Irish decendant
(no name given) and over a case of beer recently determined from this Irish
individual (1) that he was once in jail in Missouri, (2) that he had been in the
Merchant Marines, (3) that he was once a bartender, (4) that he was an
alcoholic and supposedly being presently treated for alcoholism, (5) and
that he has fallen in love with a girl in Montreal and spends money freely
on her.

The anonymous writer wants this information to be kept in strict
confidence and if the COP is interested and wants to get in touch with him,
he should writer to the Editor of the "Gazette - News in Brief," (presumably
a Montreal newspaper) "attention G. Writer states he will watch the Gazette
and if the mention "attention G" appears, he will send another letter to the
COP with information and the COP can use his own follow-up.

The writer further states he is off work on Wednesday and
Thursday each week and has a holiday from June 1-15, and states he
might meet with the COP if he is interested.

This letter was signed "Code letter G."
The COP, Memphis, has misplaced the envelope which this

letter came in.

ACTION: The Memphis Office was advised to send the letter to the Bureau
by airtel this date.

KLB:erg
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MURXIN 
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Mq· 18, 1968 
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(!).Mr •. Long· 

Special Agent Joe c. Beater, Memphis Extra-Dutt Superriaor, 
telephonlca1ly advlaed, thla date, that the Cblet·ot Pollce· (COP), 14emphi8, 
Tenneaaee, has. received an anoa.ymoua letter dated 5-14-18, from Montreal, 
Canada, The letter la very poorly written and lt la barcl to make out tbe J. 
entire contents, but· In euenee meatloaa Doctor King. Further,: thal_tht __ ~,-,~,.. \ 
anonymous writer baa become aeq,,alntet\ with an ladlvldual of Ir _de_ceodant 
(no name given) and oYer a cue of.. beer recently determ.l.Ded from· - · la 
lndlvldual (1) that be waa once ln Jail 1n Mluourl,. (2) that he had been 1n the 
Merchant Marlaes, (3) that be wu once a bartender, (4) tbat be was an 
alcobollc and suppoaedly being preaently treated for alcobollam, (5). and 
that he bas fallen ln love wlth a glrl ln Montreal and. apenda money freely 
on her. 

The anonymous writer· wants tbla Information to be kept ln atrlct 
confidence and lf· the COP la Interested and wants to get 1n toucb wit& him, 
be should writer to the· Editor of the ••Gazette - News in Brief," (presumably 
a-Montreal newspaper) "attentloa G." Writer states he wW watch the Gasette 
and if' the mention "attention ou appeara, he will aend another· letter to the_ 
COP with· Information and the COP can use. his own follow-up. 

I 

The writer further atates he ls off work oa Wednesday and 
Thursday· each. week and baa. a. bollday from JUDe 1-15, and atatee· be 
might meet with tbe COP lf he la Interested. 

This letter was algued "Code letter G. "· 

The COP, Memphll, has mlaplaeed tbe envelope which th1a 
letter came 1n. 

ACTION: The Memphis Offlce WU adriaed to send the letter to the Bureau 
by airtel. thl8' date. 
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Mr. Rosen May 18, 1968

1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley

1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long

At 4:55 a. m., 5-18-68, a Mrs. Minitt, 1933 Irene Vista,
Phoenix, Arizona, telephone number 624-3031, telephonically contacted
Extra-Duty Supervisor J.H. Trimbach and advised that she has been

attending church sessions in Tucson the last several evenings and she
feels that James Earl Ray has been there also. The church is located
at 5th Street and 10th Avenue in Tucson and the pastor is Reverend
Young. Tonight the individual she believes is Ray got up and talked
before the group. He claimed to be a missionary and said he was
leaving town tonight.

Mrs. Minitt requested her name be kept confidential. She

said she would be willing to relate all information she had to an Agent
in Tucson at this time.

At 5:00 a.m., 5-18-68, above data telephonically furnished
to Phoenix Office. Night Clerk John Moses was instructed to have a Tucson
Agent immediately contact Mrs. Minitt and check this out. Results to be

teletyped or telephoned to the Bureau.

ACTION: For information.

JHT:erg
(5)
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C. L. cGowan 
1 - Mr. lloaen 
1 - • Malley 
1 - • McGowan 

UR - r. Lona 

At 4: 55 a. m. , 5-18-6 , a •· tt, 1 3 Ire Vlata, 
boenlX, Arizona; telephone number 624-3031, telepbonlcally contacted 
xtra-Duty Superriaor J.B. 171romcb and advlaed that ahe baa en 

attending cburch salona in Tuceon the 1aat aeveral eveJl,l.np and •he 
f ela that Jamee Earl Ray bu been tber alac>. The church la located 
at 5th street and loth Av nue in Tacaon and the tor 1a Reverend 
YoUJll. Tonight the lndlvldual e bellev a la y got up and talked 

fore the group. He cJalm d to be a mlealonary and Mid • wu 
leavt town tonlgbL 

• lnitt requ d ber Ma,U,IIIJ kept coDfidentlaJ-
aaid e would wl Uh• to relate all lnformaUOW\ she had to an Ag 
in Tucson at tb1a t1m • 

At 5:00 a. m., 5-1 -6 , above data telepboDleaUy furnlabitd 
to boelda Office. Ntpt Clerk John Ha wu tnattucted to have a Tucaon 
Agent lmmedlately contact •· tt and cheek tb1a out. Reawta to be 
telety or telepboned to the 
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Mr. DeLeach May 17, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
4. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mir. McGowan 1 - Mr. Cale

1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. MeDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mir. Martindale

This case involves the nurder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

On 5/14/68 a man using the name William A. Marshall
signed an escrow contract to purchase a home at Bonita, California,
for $51,000. He presented a $5, 000 check on a local bank as earnest
money and indicated that he had a $65, 000 certified check in his hotel
room. The $5,000 check he gave is worthless. Be claimed that he was
employed by International Harvester, Bloomington, Illinois, and had
been recently transferred to the San Diego area.

Ca the afternoon of 5/14/68 Marshall appeared at an
automobile agency in Chula Vista, California, where he selected a
car and after displaying the escrow contract showing he had made a
$5,000 deposit on a home, he was permitted to take the car when he
said he wanted to show it to his wife. The car has not been returned.

Bonita and Chula Vista are suburbs of San Diego.

Several witnesses who were in the company of Marshall for
periods of time ranging up to three hours state that he bears a
resemblance to photographs of the subject and one witness is almost
positive of the identification. Intensive investigation has been
instituted to identify and locate Marshall.

It has previously been alleged that in the summer of 1967

Ray and James Loama Owens were seen entering the Jefferson-Gravois
Bank, St. Louis. Owena has been interviewed and denied any contact
with Ray since leaving prison. He furnished the following information.

WLMivea
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

Owens first met Ray at a St. Louis Rescue Mission in 1959.
Ray was using the name Jim 0°Connor and later used the names Eyan
and Ray but always used Jim as his given name.

Owens never knew Ray to work but he was thrifty and always
seemed to have money. He knew Ray was a robber and Ray said he
only robbed businesses he felt were protected by insurance. He was
close mouthed and a loner but likeable and he was also a thinker who
read widely on a variety of subjects.

Ray liked cars and pistols. He once demonstrated his
marksmanship to Owens by repeatedly shooting a tin can while it was
bouncing. Ray believed women were to use and forget and had a
preference for "street bums."

On one occasion Owens claims Ray showed him $1,000 in
travelers checks and said he was going to Canada. When Owens next
saw Ray a month later he said he had been to Canada. Ray also talked
of prior trips to Mexico to cool off and mentioned Vera Crus, Acapulco,
Nogales and Mexico City.

Ray told Owens he had been forced to leave Mexico City when
a man came at him with aknife and he hit the man in the head witha
pistol.

Ray planned the Kroger robbery for which Owens and Ray
were arrested in 1959. Owens thought it had been well planned but was
unsuccessful because it was executed when both were drunk. He said
this was an exception to Ray's drinking habits which were usually
moderate.

Owens pleaded guilty to the Kroger robbery and received a
seven-year sentence. Ray stood trial and was given twenty years.
While he was at Missouri State Penitentiary Owens frequently saw Ray
in the yard and Ray never displayed any animosity towards him.
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Memoranduza to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

It was James Wallace who alleged he had seen Ray and
Owens entering the bank in 1967. Owens claims he saw Wallace in
1965 when he was at the Jefferson-Gravois Bank. Wallace was
standing on the corner with a woman and asked Owens if he was putting
money in or taking it out. Owens replied he was putting it in.

The records of the Jefferson-Gravois Bank show that Owens
opened an account in 1965 which was closed in 1966.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing on a top priority basis.
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Mr. DeLoach May 17, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Martindale
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Conrad

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McDonough

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.
PURPOSE:

To recommend that Polygraph examinations be afforded
John Larry Ray, brother of subject, and John Eugene Gawron,
a former close associate of the subject.

BACKGROUND:

John Larry Ray, brother of the subject, who resides
in St. Louis, Missouri, and who operates the Grapevine Tavern
in St. Louis, Missouri, has been interviewed several times.
He has appeared cooperative, seems to answer questions asked but
has steadfastly denied contact with subject or knowledge of
his whereabouts since subject's escape from Missouri State
Penitentiary on 4/23/67.

John Eugene Gawron, a close associate of the
subject during the past number of years, has been interviewed
numerous times. He has generally claimed similar lack of
knowledge regarding the whereabouts of the subject but has
made numerous allegations regarding subject's involvement
in a bank robbery following subject's escape on 4/23/67.
Both John Larry Ray and John Eugone Gawron are considered
unreliable and could possibly be harboring the subject.

RECOMMENDATION:

In view of the fact that John Larry Ray and
John Eugone Gawron may have knowledge concerning the where-
abouts of the subject, it is recommended that Polygraph
examinations be given these two individuals.
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Mr. DeLoach May 17, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Martindale
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Conrad

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McDonough

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.
PURPOSE:

To recommend that Polygraph examinations be afforded
John Larry Ray, brother of subject, and John Eugene Gawron,
a former close associate of the subject.

BACKGROUND:

John Larry Ray, brother of the subject, who resides
in St. Louis, Missouri, and who operates the Grapevine Tavern
in St. Louis, Missouri, has been interviewed several times.
He has appeared cooperative, seems to answer questions asked but
has steadfastly denied contact with subject or knowledge of
his whereabouts since subject's escape from Missouri State
Penitentiary on 4/23/67.

John Eugene Gawron, a close associate of the
subject during the past number of years, has been interviewed
numerous times. He has generally claimed similar lack of
knowledge regarding the whereabouts of the subject but has
made numerous allegations regarding subject's involvement
in a bank robbery following subject's escape on 4/23/67.
Both John Larry Ray and John Eugene Gawron are considered
unreliable and could possibly be harboring the subject.

RECOMMENDATION:

In view of the fact that John Larry Ray and
John Eugene Gawron may have knowledge concerning the where-
abouts of the subject, it is recommended that Polygraph
examinations be given these two individuals.
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Mr.

Mr. D. J. Brennan, Jr. 5/16/68

W. J. McDonnell

MURKIN

Dr. Louis W. Tordella, Deputy Director, National
Security Agency (NSA), advised Liaison 5/9/68 that an exhaustive
search of NSA indices failed to disclose any references to sub-
ject or any of his known aliases.

ACTION:
This matter is being referred to the Civil Rights

Section for its information.

C. L. McGowen
Liaison LongW. J. McDonnell

WJM:kw
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Mr. DeLeach May 16, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeachA. Rosen
1 - Mr. Mohr

1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale
1- Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

It is noted Ray was allegedly seen three times in May, 1967,
in the neighborhood of John Gawron, St. Louis. Gawron, who is on the
verge of sentity, lived with Ray's mother from 1954 until her death
in 1961. Cawron denies contact with Ray since Ray's escape from
prison in April, 1967, but alleges Ray participated in a $50,000
Southern bank robbery in June or July, 1967, and that one of Ray's
accomplices gave Gawron $250 from the loot of this bank robbery.
It has not yet been established that any such robbery occurred.

John Larry Pay, subject's brother, St. Louis, has again
been reinterviewed. John still denies any knowledge of Ray since his
escape from prison. He states Ray would have contacted him if Ray
had been in St. Louis, especially If Ray needed help. John added that
he would still help Ray If Ray asked him to but that he "might" tell the
FBI about it afterwards.

According to John Ray, Gawron is crasy. He said Gawron
lives in the past, talking about pulling robberies or burglaries and
sometimes casing them but never actually committing them. John
expressed the opinion Hay would never contact Gawron because he
does not trust him.

John Larry Ray believes when his brother escaped from
prison he had plenty of money as a result of dealing in amphetamines
while incarcerated. He also believes Ray would have immediately
left the country and bases this on statements Eay made when John
visited him in prison.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

It has previously been alleged Ray was seen in St. Louis
with James L. Gwens in the summer of 1967. John Larry Ray advised
that the subject would not associate with Owens but would kill him on
sight since he blames Owens for his arrest and twenty-year sentence
in 1959.

ACTION:

Vigorous, widespread investigation is continuing on a top
priority basis.
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Mr. DeLeach May 15, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale1 Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Marie Martin, also known as Marie Deniano, who traded
television sets with Eay on about 2/14/08 when Ray was living at the
St. Francis Hotel in Los Angeles, has been reinterviewed.

Martin stated that from the time the television sets were
traded until Ray checked out of the St. Francis on 3/17/68 he appeared
to be in need of money and said he was waiting for money from his
brother. Martin believed Ray needed this money before he could
drive to New Orleans where he delivered a package for her on about
3/21/68.

Ray told Martin he had lived in Mexico where he had used
marijuana on one occasion but did not like it because it did nothing
for him. He also said he had attended cock fights in Mexico but was
repulsed by their barbaric nature.

Marie Martin has received a $50 check from Louis Lomax
for information she provided when he was writing his series of news
articles. She believes the check is worthless.

Anonymous letters from Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, have
alleged Ray is at the Calculico Ruins in Mexico. These ruins are
about twelve miles south of Mexico City and consist of a small
pyramid, 1,400 years old, surrounded by lava beds that are thirty
feet thick. It is near the site being prepared for the Olympic Games
this summer. Extensive investigation has been conducted throughout
this area with negative results.

WLM:vea
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

James H. Carpenter, ex-convict who previously alleged
he saw Ray three times in St. Louis between 6/10/67 and 5/17/67,
claims that when Fay escaped from Missouri State Penitentiary he
did so by walking out with visitors. The official version of his escape
is that he hid ina box of bread being delivered from the penitentiary
toa prison farm. It has previously been alleged by other prisoners
that he walked out the front door and that he wore a guard's uniform
when be escaped.

It has also been alleged that another ex-convict saw Ray in
St. Louis two weeks after his escape from Missouri State Penitentiary.

John Faul Valenti, ex-convict, and James H. Carpenter,
visited John Eugene Gawron on the night of 5/13/68. Gawron is an
old man who lived with Ray's mother from 1954 to 1961 and who has
stated he taught Ray to be a burglar. Valenti has advised that although
Gawron did not admit R in so many words, both Valenti and Carpenter
gained the impression Gawron had harbored Ray after his escape in
April, 1967.

Gawron has been exhaustively reinterviewed. He denies
having any contact with Ray since Ray's escape. Regarding the
Southern bank robbery Gawron previously alleged Ray was involved in,
Gawron now states this could have occurred in July, 1967, instead
of June and was ina city on the East bank of the Mississippi Fiver.
When confronted with discrepancies in his stories, Gawron stated,
"As I've told you, my brain don't work right." Continuing efforts are
being made to determine If such a robbery occurred.

James Laoma Owens was arrested with Ray for armed
robbery in 1959. James D. Wallace, an inmate at Missouri State
Penitentiary, was free on parole from 1965 to March, 1966. Wallace
has advised that in the summer of 1967 be was coming out of Jefferson-
Gravois Bank, St. Louis, when ae met Ray and Owens who were
entering the bank. Wallace told them he was glad he had gotten his
money out before their arrival and they replied, "We're putting money
in."

-2- CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

ACTION:

All aspects of this investigation are being vigorously
pursued.
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Mr. Rosen May 14, 1968

1 - Mr. Rosen
C. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley

1- Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1. Mr. Long
1 - Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

At 11:20 p.m., 5/13/68, Legat Nate Ferris, Mexico City,
telephonically advised Extra Duty Supervisor H. E. Helgeson that
he had just received word that it had been determinedby Latent
Fingerprint Expert George J. Bonebrake that the fingerprints of the
unidentified white male buried at Acapulco, Mexico, are not identical
with those of James Earl Ray.
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Mr. DeLoach May 14, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

1 . Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Tretter
1 - Sir. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

It has previously been reported that Russell Lee Martin,
former inmate, claimed he had helped authorities break up a narcotics
ring in Missouri State Penitentiary. Martin also alleged he was told
by Carl Drake, St. Louis, on 5/4-5/68 that Ray has called Drake twice
since King was killed, once from New Orleans and once from
North Carolina. Drake steadfastly denies any contact with Ray since
Day's escape from prison.

The warden at Missouri State Penitentiary has advised Martin did
not break up a narcotics ring but merely reported that another prisoner
used amphetamines. The warden says Martin has no integrity
whatsoever, is completely unreliable, and only tells the truth when
It serves his purpose to de so.

Records of Futura Books, Incorporated, Torrance, California,
show three books were shipped to Eric s. Galt, 2584 Notre Dame, Est,
Montreal, Canada, on 7/26/67. The books were "Unusual Female Sex
Practices," "Sexual Anatomy" and "Sex Feeling in Men and Women."
The order was received on a coupon from "Mens Real Adventure" magazine.
It has previously been established that the subject lived at the above
Montreal address in July and August, 1967.

John Gawron, former common-law husband of Ray's mother and
on the verge of senility, previously alleged Ray wasinvolved in a
$50,00 Southern bank robbery which was reported in the Chicago "Tribune"
on about 6/23-24/67. The Chicago "Tribune" and the Bureau's bank
robbery files have been reviewed without finding any reference to a
robbery such as Cawron described.

WLandea
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Memorandusa to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

James H. Carpenter, former inmate at Missouri State
Penitentiary, has advised that Ray was well known to him in the
Penitentiary. R is noted that Ray escaped 4/23/67 and Carpenter was
paroled 5/1/67. Carpenter alleged that between 5/10/07 and 5/17/67
he saw Ray three times on South 11th Street in St. Louis. This is in
the general area of John Gawron's residence. Carpenter said Ray was
poorly dressed, was wearing a mustache, and borrowed $10 from
Carpenter stating be needed a gun so he could make a score and leave
St. Louis. Carpenter gained the impression from Ray that he was
going to Illinois when he left St. Louis.

An anonymous male in separate calls to three officers of the
Memphis Police Department, previously alleged that the man who planned
King's surrder and paid Fay has arranged for Ray's body to be discovered
between 5/15/08 and 6/18/68 at a point fifty miles south of aplace in
Mexico which we believe to be Caborca.

Caborea is in the State of Sonors. It appears to be roughly
fifty salles below the United States border and about eighty miles from
Negales. The area fifty miles south of Cabores is desert-like with
inhabitants on only a few scattered ranches. An investigative Informant
has searched approximately one hundred square miles in this area
and has contacted each ranch with negative results.

It is noted that on 4/5/08 a Cessna Super Sky Master air-
plane was burned about sixty miles southwest of Caborca and about
four kilometers from the ranch of Rafuel Bland, an American national.
Sergio Bland, son of Rafael, saw the plane burn froma distance but
did not observe anyone in the vicinity of the plane. The wreckage is
near a road which is practically impassable. The investigative informant
noted two sets of airplane tracks indicating that another plane may have
landed. He found no bodies and no evidence of any recent grave.

The above plane was stolen from Miro Field, Hialto, California,
on the night of 3/18-19/68. Later the same night this plane was serviced
at Blythe, California. It was being piloted by a man described as
twenty-six yearsof age who appeared to be an experienced pilot and who
said he was en route to Dallas. The plane was repainted and its registry
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

number was changed after It was stolen and before it was burned. This
plane, which is the subject of a separate investigation, does not at this
time appear to be involved with Ray.

R has been determined by fingerprint comparison that the
body found buried on the beach at Acapulco, 5/10/68, is not identical with
Ray.

ACTION:

This case is continuing to receive top priority attention.
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Mr. DeLeach May 13, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Dishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Cale

1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. SullivanD Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

On 5/10/68 Mexican authorities discovered a body buried on
the beach at Acapulco. Police described it as that of a white male, about
thirty years old and believed to be an American. Police also said the
body was decomposing and had apparently been both beaten and shot with
death occurring about three days before the body was found.

Mexican police fingerprinted the body and buried it. The local
press speculated that the body is that of James Earl Ray. The fingerprints
taken by the police have been compared with Ray's fingerprints by the
Identification Division but they are so lacking in detail that it is not
possible to determine whether or not they are identical. An FBI
fingerprint expert is en route to Acapulco to attempt to reach a positive
finding as to whether this body is identical withRay.

Circuit Judge John c. Casey, St. Louis, has advised the
St. Louis Office he sentenced Ray to twenty years for armed robbery
in 1959. This is the sentence Ray was serving when he escaped from Missouri
State Penitentiary in April, 1967.

A motion was filed to vacate the above judgment because of
alleged improper introduction of a signed statement, failure to afford
a sanity hearing, perjured testimony on behalf of the State, faulty
instructions to the jury, and failure to furnish the advice and assistance
of an attorney at all stages of the proceedings. The motion was overruled
but on 4/12/67 the Missouri Supreme Court reversed the order overruling
the motion and the case was restored to the docket, 6/15/67.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Judge Casey further advised that John D. Schnelder, a court
appointed attorney, filed a document with the court, 5/1/68, stating that
no court action is possible at this time in view of Ray's escape. This was
published in the daily record of court activity, 5/8/68, but has not been
picked up by the press.

Judge Casey believes that under recent Supreme Court decisions
Ray would have an excellent chance of reversing his conviction and vacating
his sentence for armed robbery. Judge Casey also believes he can
dismiss Ray's action quietly and without attracting publicity but he is
considering the advisability of entering and publicizing an order that
unless Ray comes forward by 6/3/68 his action will be dismissed. If this
were publicized the judge feels Ray might recognize the possibility of
reversing the armed robbery conviction and give himself up in the belief
he could beat the King murder charge before a Southern jury.

Judge Casey prefers publicising that Ray's action will be
dismissed Ifhe does not appear by 6/3/68 but he is willing to go either way.
He stated that he did not want to take any action that could prejudice the
Bureau's investigation and asked for the Bureau's advice as to how the
matter should be handled.

The United States is net a party to the case pending before Judge
Casey. It isa matter filed by or on behalfof Ray to overturn what is
strictly a State conviction. The Bureau should not be put in a position
where # could be criticized for attempting to interfere with the due process
of justice before a State court. Judge Casey is being advised that the
action he takes in this matter is entirely within his OWE discretion and that
the FBI is not in a position to advise hisor to make any recommendation.

The original motion and supporting argument filed before Judge
Casey were purportedly prepared by Ray. They have been described as
being done ina very able manner and on a par with the work of practicing
attorneys.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

ACTION:

Every possible effort is being made to locate and apprehend
Ray as quickly as possible.
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