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Mr. DeLeach May 13, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. MeGowan 1 - Mr. Cale

1 Mir. Long 1 - Mr. Suilivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

On 5/10/68 Mexican authorities discovered a body buried on
the beach at Acapulco. Police described it as that of a white male, about
thirty years old and believed to be an American. Police also said the
body was decomposing and had apparently been both beaten and shot with
death occurring about three days before the body was found.

Mexican police fingerprinted the body and buried it. The local
press speculated that the body is that of James Earl Ray. The fingerprints
taken by the police have been compared with Ray's fingerprints by the
Identification Division but they are so lacking in detail that it is not
possible to determine whether or not they are identical. An FBI
fingerprint expert is en route to Acapulco to attempt to reach a positive
finding as to whether this body is identical with Fay.

Circuit Judge John c. Casey, St. Louis, has advised the
St. Louis Office be sentenced Ray to twenty years for armed robbery
in 1959. This is the sentence Ray was serving when he escaped from Missouri
State Penitentiary in April, 1967.

A motion was filed to vacate the above judgment because of
alleged improper introduction of a signed statement, failure to afford
a sanity hearing, perjured testimony on behalf of the State, faulty
instructions to the jury, and failure to furnish the advice and assistance
of an attorney at all stages of the proceedings. The motion was overruled
but on 4/12/67 the Missouri Supreme Court reversed the order overruling
the motion and the case was restored to the docket, 6/15/07.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Judge Casey further advised that John D. Schneider, a court
appointed attorney, filed a document with the court, 5/1/68, stating that
no court action is possible at this time in view of Ray's escape. This was
published in the daily record ofcourt activity, 5/8/68, but has not been
picked up by the prese.

Judge Casey believes that under recent Supreme Court decisions
Ray would have an excellent chance of reversing his conviction and vacating
his sentence for armed robbery. Judge Casey also believes he can
dismiss Ray's action quietly and without attracting publicity but he is
considering the advisability of entering and publicizing an order that
unless Ray comes forward by 6/3/08 his action will be dismissed. If this
were publicined the judge feels Ray might recognize the possibility of
reversing the armed robbery conviction and give hisself up in the belief
he could beat the King murder charge before a Southern jury.

Judge Casey prefers publicising that Ray's action will be
dismissed if he does not appear by 6/3/68 but he is willing to go either way.
He stated that he did not want to take any action that could prejudice the
Bureau's investigation and asked for the Bureau's advice as to how the
matter should be handled.

The United States is not a party to the case pending before Judge
Casey. It is a matter filed by or on behalf of Ray to overturn what is
strictly a State conviction. The Bureau should not be put ina position
where it could be criticized for attempting to interfere with the due process
of justice before a State court. Judge Casey is being advised that the
action he takes in this matter is entirely within his own discretion and that
the FBI is not in a position to advise him or to make any recommendation,

The original motion and supporting argument filed before Judge
Casey were purportedly prepared by Ray. They have been described as
being done in a very able manner and on a par with the work of practicing
attorneys.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

ACTION:

Every possible effort is being made to locate and apprehend
Ray as quickly as possible.
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Mr. Res ay 13, I8

C. L. McGows1 - Mr. ROes
1 - Mr. Malley

- Mr. McGowas
MURKIN 1 Mr. Iow

SMr. Adams 1 - Mr. Trotter
I - Mr. Cowad 1- Mr. Dishop

With reprdto the body at the msam1tted mandiscovered by
Mealesa Polle, Mr. Ferris, Legat, Meico, tellphaslcity advised at
2:40 p.mn., 8-1148, he is usable to make comparises of flagerprists
takes by local poliee with prists of Ray as wanted flyer dueto very poor
itapressioas btaled by local pollee and deteriorated comdea of body
vhea priuts takes. The body has been rebrted sad another sat of prists
camnet be secured; therefore, the ,8agept wrill be seat to Washlagton,
D.C., i order that an effort can be made by the Identificatte Divisle
to idaetfy or oand t! the prime with those lathe flaerriat asket of
Ray.

Mr. Ferris telephealeally advised at 8:10 p. m., 5-11-8, the
fiagerpriate noted above were belag seat EEasters Airlises Flight #910,
scheduled to arrive at Dalles Airport at 10:04 p.mw., and woeld be In
poses*s** of the pilot, Captaia George Cleweland. Also easleaed with
these prilts will be an envelope acomatlng a blood specimies imbedded
Is saadwhish was futeished by Mastena Police.

Mr. Ferris informed the local newspapers on 5-11-88, contaiaed
s artiael abo the possildtty the askws body may be Ray and stted
Meslcam Police autherities bad furished flagerpride of the body to the
Umed States Embassy for ferwarding to the FBI. Mr. Adeock was far
aished this Iftmatin.

Special Agent Wllm saynes, Washsagton Fieldofie, was
Inetracted to have a Bureas Aget meet the mentioned fligt at Dalles
Airport sad deliver the prilts to Room 6138, Identification Divisota
Builag. Mr. Latom of t--estlt Division was requested to arrange
to have the fluagprists received from Legat, Mentee compared with priats
of Ray and advise of the results.

JRA:erg CONTINUED - OVER
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Mr. Rosen May 12, 1968

1 - Mr. Rosenc. L. McGowan 1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long
1 - Mr. Adams 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Conrad 1 - Mr. Bishop

With regard to the body of the unidentified man discovered by
Mexican Police, Mr. Ferris, Legat, Mexico, telephonically advised at
2:40 p.m., 5-11-68, he is unable to make comparison of fingerprints
taken by local police with prints of Ray on wanted flyer due to very poor
impressions obtained by local police and deteriorated condition of body
when prints taken. The body has been reburied and another set of prints
cannot be secured; therefore, the fingerprints will be sent to Washington,
D.C., in order that an effort can be made by the Identification Division
to identify or eliminate the prints with those in the fingerprint jacket of
Ray.

Mr. Ferris telephonically advised at 6:50 p.m., 5-11-68, the
fingerprints noted above were being sent on Eastern Airlines Flight #910,
scheduled to arrive at Dalles Airport at 10:04 p.m., and would be in
possession of the pilot, Captain George Cleveland. Also enclosed with
these prints will be an envelope containing a blood specimen imbedded
in sand which was furnished by Mexican Police.

Mr. Ferris informed the local newspapers on 5-11-68, contained
an article about the possibility the unknown body may be Ray and stated
Mexican Police authorities had furnished fingerprints of the body to the
UnitedStates Embassy for forwarding to the FBI. Mr. Adcock was fur-
nished this information.

Special Agent William Haynes, Washington Field Office, was
instructed to have a Bureau Agent meet the mentioned flight at Dulles
Airport and deliver the prints to Room 6136, Identification Division
Building. Mr. Latona of Identification Division was requested to arrange
to have the fingerprints received from Legat, Mexico compared with prints
of Ray and advise of the results.

JRA:erg CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen
RE: MURKIN

Mr. Bonebrake of Identification Division advised at 11:55 p.m.
5-11-68, It was not possible to make a determination whether the prints
were or were not identical with those of Ray.

Mr. Ferris telephonically advised at 12:10 a.m., 5-12-68, the
only other data available as to identification of the body in Mexico are
photographs taken by local police and these photographs are not considered

very good, especially in view of deteriorated condition of the body.
Mr. Ferris suggested the possibility be explored to have one of our
experts come down to Mexico to act as a "consultant" in connection with
obtaining a better set of prints, provided arrangements might be made
to have the body exhumed again.

On 5-12-68, efforts are being initiated by Serology in the
Laboratory to examine the blood samples to determine the possiblity
of any identifiable feature for use in future identification of the body.

- 2 -
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ir. fo*Loam May 11, 1o8
1 - $. Detesh I - Mr. Minhr

A. noes 1-Mr. osae 1 - r. 84shop1 - Mr. Mhany I - M. Ceared
- Mr. McGowas 1 - Mr. Gale

41REDI Mr. Lang I - Mr. Sellivan
* Mr. MsDoaough 1 - Mr. Trotter

I - Mr. Martladle

This cam lavalves the murder at artl Lather ieag, Jr.

John Larry Ray, brether of the sebect, aesed that
when ha visited Ray to prison, Ray spoke bighly of the Rhodutan
Govwarment.

John Eagene Oaswe, as old Mae o the verge at sea~lity,
lived with asO* aether from IBM utB her death in 1961 and
previusly advlsed be taght Ray Is be a barglar. He is rayIng ia
his **atweatia and i iaterviewlf him it is ditfilat to separate
tests from his persnal teagetares.

Gawrea aw states that on about 623-24/67 he read ia
the Chicage "Tribaee" at a $I,M bak robbery is a Beathere state
and recaed that he and say cased th ane bwe* is les or as81 but
did not rob the bak at that time becase Gasre Itagred his leg.

A few days after medilg the above article, Gawren laims
he was visited by a man he reases to samse but whom he believes
he iatredued to Ray Ia 19. Tbs am told Gawrea he and others
had robbed the beak, dialeyed a valise fll of mmoy and gave Gawra
$360. About ofx weeks age this sme agaia visited Gawon and
allegedly **died* to himthat Bay ad one or are oter paraces
had ben ivelved with him I the bak robbery.

Gewres refuses at this time to idestify the bak or the
nma who visited him. He doe say the bak is Is the deep Sout in
a state like MississippI, but et is Mississippi, i aCity that is not
smll and is near a river. The robbers were out of the state L five
anikes sad the ieet annamed to $50, 000 plus or mins $2, 000. A
sizeable anoust i the vault was overlooked.

WLgrmr (14) CONTINUED - OVER

Mr. DeLoach May 11, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr

A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

MURKIN 1 Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

John Larry Ray, brother of the subject, advised that
when he visited Ray in prison, Ray spoke highly of the Rhodesian
Government.

John Eugene Gawron, an old man on the verge of senility,
lived with Fay's mother from 1954 until her death in 1961 and
previously advised he taught Ray to be a burglar. He is rambling in
his conversation and in interviewing him it is difficult to separate
facts from his personal conjectures.

Gawron now states that on about 6/23-24/67 he read in
the Chicago "Tribune" of a $50, 000 bank robbery in a Southern state
and recalled that he and Ray cased the same bank in 1958 or 1959 but
did not rob the bank at that time because Gawron injured his leg.

A few days after reading the above article, Gawron claims
he was visited by a man he refuses to name but whom he believes
he introduced to Ray in 1959. This man told Gawron he and others
had robbed the bank, displayed a valise full of money and gave Gawron
$250. About six weeks ago this man again visited Gawron and
allegedly indicated to him that Ray and one or more other persons
had been involved with him in the bank robbery.

Gawron refuses at this time to identify the bank or the
man who visited him. He does say the bank is in the deep South, in
a state like Mississippi, but not in Mississippi, in a city that is not
small and is near a river. The robbers were out of the state in five
minutes and the loot amounted to $50,000 plus or minus $2,000. A
sizeable amount in the vault was overlooked.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

The Chicago "Tribune" and bank robbery cases are being
reviewed to determine if such a robbery actually occurred.

A few days after Gawron received the above $250, he
claims that Ray's sister, Carol, and Ray's brother, John, told him
Ray was not in Missouri. A week or so later they said Ray was in
Omaha doing well, Gawron believes, as a salesman. After another
week or so Carol and John allegedly told Gawron Ray was in
Los Angeles. They did not tell him how they knew of Ray's
movements or whether they had been in direct contact with him.
Carol and John continue to deny to us that they have any knowledge
of the subject since his escape from prison.

ACTION:

All aspects of this investigation are being vigorously
pursued and we are continuing intensive efforts to develop the
full cooperation of Gawron and Ray's relatives.

- 2 -
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Mr. DeLoach May 10, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

MURKIN 1 Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 · Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

We have obtained from Modern Photo Bookstore, New York
City, an undated order coupon signed Eric S. Galt. This apparently
was mailed by Ray in September, 1967, when he was living in Birmingham,
A latent fingerprint developed on this coupon is identical with the left
thumb print of James Earl Ray. This is the first instance in which
an Eric Galt signature has been directly connected to Ray by fingerprint
identification, although Ray's fingerprints have been previously
identified with latent fingerprints on various items of evidence recovered
in this case.

The above order was for "Focal Encyclopedia of
Photography" containing 2, 000 entries by 197 experts covering
every aspect of photography. By letter dated 9/26/67, Ray, as Galt,
wrote that he was moving and the book should not be shipped until he
furnished his new address. The company believes the book was never
shipped although payment of $8.95 was received with the order coupon.

Thomas Britton, Haleyville, Alabama, who knew Ray at
Missouri State Penitentiary, has been reinterviewed and furnished
the following information.

As "walk boy", Ray had free access to Britton's cell
block. Ray was a representative for one of the daily cigarette lotteries
in the prison, collecting bets and paying off winners. Britton never
saw Ray handle narcotics or other contraband.

On the one occasion that Ray mentioned a "Business Mans
Organization" that had allegedly offered $100, 000 to kill people like
King, Britton asked Ray just what this organization was and Ray
replied, "Idon't know but Iwill find out." Ray told Britton he always
worked alone to minimize the possibility of being eaught and said he
had a place picked out where he could hide.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

When Britton was in jail en route to Missouri State
Penitentiary he met a four time loser named Craig who advised him to
join Cooley's organization to obtain the protection they offered in prison.

Britton later saw Craig in the penitentiary and gave him
$10 for membership in Cooley's organization. That night Ray
delivered a membership card and explained to Britton that it could
also be used as a credit card for candy and similar items but not
for betting.

On two or three occasions Britton had disputes with
other prisoners over cigarette wagers. He appealed to Craig as a
representative of Cooley's organization and Craig agreed to handle
his complaints but told him there was a fee of 50% of the amount
collected. Britton agreed and each time he filed a complaint with
Craig, Ray later brought Britton his share of the cigarettes that
had been collected.

Britton denies any knowledge of Ray subsequent to his
escape but states that in any event he would have no interest in the
posted rewards due to his fear of Cooley's organization.

On 5/9/68 John Acord, Chairman, American-Southern
Africa Council, Washington, D. c., made available the following
letter he received from the subject.

"12/28/67

"DEAR SIR,

"IRECENTLY READ AN ARTICLE IN THE L.A. TIMES
ON YOUR CONCIL, THE LOCAL JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY
PROVIDED ME WITH YOUR ADDRESS. MY REASON
FOR WRITING IS THAT IAM CONSIDERING IMMIGRATING
TO RHODESIA, HOWEVER THEIR ARE A COUPLE
LEGAL QUESTIONS INVOLVED.
"ONE: THE Us S. GOVERNMENT WILL NOT ISSUE
A PASSPORT FOR TRAVEL TO RHODESIA.
"TWO: WOULD THEIR BE ANY WAY TO ENTER

-2 -
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Meitaraoust . llellek
RE: MURMD

"'REODW LEGALLY (FROM TUB lUC3DIlA

IWOULD APPEC1ATE ANY INF(3RMAT3OP YOU
COULD GIVE NZ OWTIN AV UDZC~T OR ANY
OMERU DIIOMAT~TN OffRHO EI.

"SDIE1RELT

KRIC S. GALT
IUS-fi. S RANO
LcB ANGELE, CAL1FU'tINI

itls now rhoeletter is Iaeomaw tasiaugtdos1. IL
CvaMM" wMl cot foam apaaspwtt foet bav to Rhess. The

Umfid ltes, Me nerves UMtd travel to this comiry.

Aserd advised ht wair 8ahbdusa whes thet000v eter
was ro"enid am MIS secrotr repled mit a IWTAlet e su

AvoiE resailed tWAt wtim he was Ia Lee A39*ee Is
Nevembwr IW, avon asked us abeat e" ata i Rheel

iM alter viewing ma's pI tgaI'--o Aasr sd tis Is net
idemlial with the mb SL

Meerd advised In Maeh,4 MT# the th* 1019e f the
Ake atw Ab lea Cil is to convic the V+ 8f. Giowramaed
its African psaie Is Iinmset ad tha=w riblnd relatiss ahul
sid eiwa the United Stalessad ReilaSet Ablea, Apla

ad pmbw Qahla.

KM N. Towuey 1Rheee"a borm&UGU CCisew,
wa auin I. C., requested his MIdei be potesed ad advised

he has a 'pof theletterfurnshed by Awed. Tewes is reviewin
his toles ter aw futher referease to thce smject ra will provid0e s
wubthsqa~ umal~l ledwatla he ma fi"d

Tewssy offered altpeesble esepratis. an behalfof his
Governt bet asked that a formal repaeet he Bome toe an

cepmu lm desid aad regaseWU ta p Ublity be givesin either

Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

"RHODESIA LEGALLY (FROMTHE RHODESIAN
GOVERNMENT POINT OF VIEW).
"IWOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION YOU
COULD GIVE ME ON THE ABOVE SUBJECT OR ANY
OTHER INFORMATION ON RHODESIA.

"SINCERELY

ERIC S. GALT
1535-N. SERRANO
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

90027"

It is noted the letter is in error in stating the U. S.
Government will not issue a passport for travel to Rhodesia. The
United States has never limited travel to this country.

Acord advised he was in Rhodesia when the above letter
was received and his secretary replied with a form letter enclosing
Rhodesian literature.

Acord recalled that when he was in Los Angeles in
November, 1967, a man asked him about emigrating to Rhodesia
but after viewing Ray's photographs Acord said this man is not
identical with the subject.

Acord advised in March, 1967, that the purpose of the
American-Southern Africa Council is to convince the U. S. Government
its African policy is incorrect and that more friendly relations should
exist between the United States and Rhodesia, South Africa, Angola
and possibly Gambia.

Ken H. Towsey, Rhodesian Information Officer,
Washington, D. C., requested his Identity be protected and advised
he has a copy of the letter furnished by Acord. Towsey is reviewing
his files for any further reference to the subject and will provide us
with any additional information he may find.

Towsey offered all possible cooperation on behalf of his
Government but asked that a formal request be made for any
cooperation desired and requested that no publicity be given to either

=3-
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for a supply at 1-amtd ltrs ad 11 ctos rders to be forwarded
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so twa we will be i Im"mIdi tealy afvised of a" fube 1~watkos
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advised of Tswoqs ret that s pu fety he giwet mwspr equeit
for te eeoperoia to the ]Rhodeusa Gornatorasy t 3' 1omn
the" now prvi

AU etW pheee d thisweMiptaatl Is reslve

"gor " a1.ss.

Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

the request or any information provided by the Rhodesian Government.
Towsey suggested the United States might wish to present its request
through the American Consulate at Salisbury, Rhodesia, and requested
he be advised as to the manner in which any request is made.

ACTION:

Liaison Section will arrange with the State Department
for a supply of Wanted Flyers and Identification Orders to be forwarded
the American Consulate in Salisbury, Rhodesia, with a request that
it be determined from the Rhodesian Government whether the subject
has been in that country, whether the Rhodesians have any further
information concerning him and that appropriate stops be placed
so that we will be immediately advised of any future information
concerning the subject. The State Department will be specifically
advised of Towsey's request that no publicity be given to our request
for the cooperation of the Rhodesian Government or any information
they may provide.

All other phases of this investigation continue to receive
vigorous attention.

- 4 -
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Mr. DeLoach May 10 1968
&- Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr

A. Rosen 1 Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishops 1 - Idr. laalley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. GaleIURIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
We have obtained from Modern Photo Bookstore, New YorkCity, an undated order coupon signed Eric S. Galt. This apparentlywas mailed by Ray in September, 1967, when he was living in Birmingham.A latent fingerprint developed on this coupon is identical with the leftthumb print of James Earl Ray. This Is the first instance in whichan Eric Galt signature has been'directly connected to Ray by fingerprintIdentification, although Ray's fingerprints'have been previouslyidentified with latent fingerprints on various items of evidence recoveredin this case.

The above order was for "FocaLEncyclopedia ofPhotography" containing 2, 000 entries by 197' experts coveringevery aspect of photography. By letter dated 9/26/67, Ray, as Galt,wrote that he was moving and the book' should not be shipped until hefurnished his new address. The company believes the book was nevershipped although payment of $8.95 was received with the order coupon.

Thomas Britton, Haleyville, Alabama, who knew Ray atMissouri State Penitentiary, has been reinterviewed and furnishedthe following information.

As "walk boy", Ray had free access to Britton's cellblock. Ray was a representative for one of the daily cigarette lotteriesin the prison, collecting bets and paying off winners, Britton neversaw Ray handle narcotics or other contraband.

On the one occasion that Ray mentioned a "Business MansOrganization" that had allegedly offered $100, 000 to kill people likeKing, Britton-asked Ray just what this organization was and Rayreplied, "I don't know but I will find out. " Ray told Britton he alwaysworked alone to minimize the possibility of being caught and said hehad a place picked out where he could hide.

WLM:rmr (14) CONTINTET) - OVT
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Mr. DeLoach May 10, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr

A. Rosen 1 Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
We have obtained from Modern Photo Bookstore, New York

City, an undated order coupon signed Eric S. Galt. This apparentlywas mailed by Ray in September, 1967, when he was living in Birmingham,A latent fingerprint developed on this coupon is identical with the leftthumb print of James Earl Ray. This is the first instance in whichan Eric Galt signature has been directly connected to Ray by fingerprintidentification, although Ray's fingerprints have been previouslyidentified with latent fingerprints on various items of evidence recoveredin this case,

The above order was for "Focal Encyclopedia of
Photography" containing 2, 000 entries by 197 experts coveringevery aspect of photography. By letter dated 9/26/67, Ray, as Galt,wrote that he was moving and the book should not be shipped until hefurnished his new address. The company believes the book was never
shipped although payment of $8. 95 was received with the order coupon.

Thomas Britton, Haleyville, Alabama, who knew Ray atMissouri State Penitentiary, has been reinterviewed and furnishedthe following information.

As "walk boy", Ray had free access to Britton's cellblock. Ray was a representative for one of the daily cigarette lotteriesin the prison, collecting bets and paying off winners. Britton neversaw Ray handle narcotics or other contraband,

On the one occasion that Ray mentioned a "Business Mans
Organization" that had allegedly offered $100, 000 to kill people like
King, Britton asked Ray just what this organization was and Rayreplied, "Idon't know but I will find out" Ray told Britton he alwaysworked alone to minimize the possibility of being caught and said hehad a place picked out where he could hide,

WLM:rmr (14) CONTINUED
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach =
RE: MMJRKIN

When Britton was in jail en route to Missouri State
Penitentiary he met a four time loser named Craig who advised him to
join Cooley's organization to obtain the protection they offered in prison.

Britton later saw Craig in the penitentiary and gave hiti
$10 for membership in Cooley's organization. That night Ray
delivered a membership card and explained to Britton that it could
also be used as a credit card for candy and similar items but not
for betting.

On two or three occasions Britton had disputes with
other prisoners over cigarette wagers. He appealed to Craig as a
representative of Cooleyts organization and Craig agreed to handle
ids complaints but told him there was a fee of 50% of the amount
collected, Britton agreed and each time he filed a complaint with
Craig, Ray later brought Britton his share of the cigarettes that
had been collected.

Britton denies any knowledge of Ray subsequent to his
escape but states that in any event he would have no interest in the
posted rewards due to his fear of Cooley's organization.

On 5/9/68 John Acord, Chairman, American-Southern
Africa Council, Washington, D. C., made available the following
letter he received from the subject.

"12/28/67

"DEAR SIR,

"I RECENTLY READ AN ARTICLE IN THE L. A, TIMES
ON YOUR CONCIL, THE LOCAL JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY
PROVIDED ME WITH YOUR ADDRESS. MY REASON
FOR WRITING IS THAT I AM CONSIDERING IMMIGRATING
TO RHODESIA, HOWEVER THEIR ARE A COUPLE
LEGAL QUESTIONS INVOLVED.
"ONE: THE U. S. GOVERNBENT WILL NOT ISSUE
A PASSPORT FOR TRAVEL TO RHODESIA.
"TWO: WOULD THEIR BE ANY WAY TO ENTER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

When Britton was in jail en route to Missouri State
Penitentiary he met a four time loser named Craig who advised him to
join Cooley's organization to obtain the protection they offered in prison.

Britton later saw Craig in the penitentiary and gave him
$10 for membership in Cooley's organization; That night Ray
delivered a membership card and explained to Britton that it could
also be used as a credit card for candy and similar items but not
for betting.

On two or three occasions Britton had disputes with
other prisoners over cigarette wagers. He appealed to Craig as a
representative of Cooley's organization and Craig agreed to handle
his complaints but told him there was a fee of 50% of the amount
collected. Britton agreed and each time he filed a complaint with
Craig, Ray later brought Britton his share of the cigarettes that
had been collected,

Britton denies any knowledge of Ray subsequent to his
escape but states that in any event he would have no interest in the
posted rewards due to his fear of Cooley's organization.

On 5/9/68 John Acord, Chairman, American-Southern
Africa Council, Washington, D. C., made available the following
letter he received from the subject.

"12/28/67

"DEAR SIR,

"I RECENTLY READ AN ARTICLE IN THE Ls A. TIMES
ON YOUR CONCIL, THE LOCAL JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY
PROVIDED ME WITH YOUR ADDRESS. MY REASON
FOR WRITING IS THAT IAM CONSIDERING IMMIGRATING
TO RHODESIA, HOWEVER THEIR ARE A COUPLE
LEGAL QUESTIONS INVOLVED.
"ONE: THE U. S. GOVERNMENT WILL NOT ISSUE
A PASSPORT FOR TRAVEL TO RHODESIA,
"TWO: WOULD THEIR BE ANY WAY TO ENTER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

"RHODESIA LEGALLY (FROM THE RHODESIAN
GOVERNMENT POINT OF VIEW).
"I WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION YOU
COULD GIVE ME ON THE ABOVE SUBJECT OR ANY
OTHER INFORMATION ON RHODESIA,

"SINCERELY

ERIC S., GALT -
1535-N. SERRANO
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

90027"

It is noted the letter is in errorin stating the U. S.
Government will not issue a passport for travel to Rhodesia. The
United States has never limited travel to this country.

Acord advised he was in Rhodesia when the above letter
was received and his secretary replied with a form letter enclosing
Rhodesian literature,

Acord recalled that when he was in Los Angeles in
November, 1967, a man asked him about emigrating to Rhodesia
but after viewing Rayts photographs Acord said this man is not
identical with the subject.

Acord advised in March, 1967, that the purpose of the
American-Southern Africa Council is to convince the U. S. Government
Its African policy is incorrect and that more friendly relations should
exist between the United States and Rhodesia, South Africa, Angola
and possibly Gambia.

Ken H. Towsey, Rhodesian Information Officer,
Washington, D. C., requested his identity be protected and advised
he has a copy of the letter furnished by Acord. Towsey is reviewing
his files for any further reference to the subject and will provide us
with any additional information he may find.

. Trowsey offered all possible cooperation on behalf of his
Government but asked that a formal request be made for any
cooperation desired and requested that no publicity be given to either
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

"RHODESIA LEGALLY (FROM THE RHODESIAN
GOVERNMENT POINT OF VIEW).
"IWOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION YOU
COULD GIVE ME ON THE ABOVE SUBJECT OR ANY
OTHER INFORMATION ON RHODESIA.

"SINCERELY

ERIC S. GALT
1535-N. SERRANO
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

90027"

It is noted the letter is in error in stating the U. S.
Government will not issue a passport for travel to Rhodesia, The
United States has never limited travel to this country.

Acord advised he was in Rhodesia when the above letter
was received and his secretary replied with a form letter enclosing
Rhodesian literature.

Acord recalled that when he was in Los Angeles in
November, 1967, a man asked him about emigrating to Rhodesia
but after viewing Ray's photographs Acord said this man is not
identical with the subject.

Acord advised in March, 1967, that the purpose of the
American-Southern Africa Council is to convince the U. S. Government
its African policy is incorrect and that more friendly relations should
exist between the United States and Rhodesia, South Africa, Angola
and possibly Gambia,

Ken H. Towsey, Rhodesian Information Officer,
Washington, D. C., requested his identity be protected and advised
he has a copy of the letter furnished by Acord, Towsey is reviewing
his files for any further reference to the subject and will provide us
with any additional information he may find.

Towsey offered all possible cooperation on behalf of his
Government but asked that a formal request be made for any
cooperation desired and requested that no publicity be given to either
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURIGN

the request or any information provided by the Rhodesian Government.
Towsey suggested the United States might wish to present Its request
through the American Consulate at Salisbury, Rhodesia, and requested
he be advised as to the manner in which any request is made.

ACTION:.

Liaison Section will arrange with the State Department
for a supply of Wanted Flyers and Identification Orders to be forwarded
the American Consulate in Salisbury, Rhodesia, with a request that
it be determined from the Rhodesian Government whether the subject
has been in that country, whether the Rhodesians have any further
Information concerning him and that appropriate stops be placed
so that he will be immediately advised of any future information
concerning the subject. The State Department will be specifically
advised of Towsey's request that no publicity be given to our request

* for the cooperation of the Rhodesian Government or any information
they may provide.

All other phases of this investigation continue to receive
vigorous attention..

4-'s
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

the request or any information provided by the Rhodesian Government,
Towsey suggested the United States might wish to present its request
through the American Consulate at Salisbury, Rhodesia, and requested
he be advised as to the manner in which any request is made.

ACTION:

Liaison Section will arrange with the State Department
for a supply of Wanted Flyers and Identification Orders to be forwarded
the American Consulate in Salisbury, Rhodesia, with a request that
it be determined from the Rhodesian Government whether the subject
has been in that country, whether the Rhodesians have any further
information concerning him and that appropriate stops be placed
so that he will be immediately advised of any future information
concerning the subject. The State Department will be specifically
advised of Towsey's request that no publicity be given to our request
for the cooperation of the Rhodesian Government or any information
they may provide.

All other phases of this investigation continue to receive
vigorous attention.
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1 IrDeLoach
1 A XRosen
1 - Mr. McGowan

SMr. McDonough
The Attorney General. May 9, 1968

Dircctor, Pj3X

ASSAS$S1NA¶ION O1F MARTIN LUTHER- I=G, JR~.

: offence is =~de to your call to Mr. 110 ouh on MSay 4, 1.58,
wherein you. Indleated that a represent ative of the Southern Chri tlan
L~eadershipConference from Atlanta, Georgia, lad re;ortod that one
"d3utchV' Miller ofJacloson, Georgsa, ralent bo Involved In cnptionc ase.

Pursuaunt to your recquezst, Clini maven,ort, Atlanta, Georgia, rya
interviewedecaM=ay 4, IV3 and advisedthat oan Aril 29, 2'S5, au
individual fro-maJackson, Georgia.. who reoused to ldentiiy hi elf to
1%r. iDavenport, contacted Mr. Davnpoil in Atlnnta andi coutideatfally
advised he had gang to the F'ranme:iar grocery store in Jacek on,. Geor i,
after 'Martin Lather l l. &, Jr., vas killled and r.:Miller =a very s: iet.
1 r. 1='velrrt'.source stated that "ButchI Miller, 1'rank killer's son,
had In the past shot into tho home of a civil rlghts wor;Yr. The source

ttd'at !anMiller reotedy ,'P., Ltih~ Mille to California after
Martin Luther K~ing, Jr. , was killed.

far. D~avenport statndthat has source told him hie had no nforratloi
that Butch" Miller bad a v"tfL : ustango#r ha:d abandoneda3thlite :til.ttn;
In Atlanta, bit it was his personal bz ,1#f , not sdocn any fact, that
"Butch" Mlllor ra~ight have bad sons ting to coo rith leavingthe ryb1te
14ustang fn ttantaas "'Butch"Miller lived in Gon ,. 14r. D~avenport
advsed tA he viould maio every effort to learn the identity of his sovurce
from Jackson, Glecrgia, and 11 successful, he would furnish this Ind-ividual's
identity to th:e V. B1. If thwis individual. is idanti;fled by Mr. Davenport, he
will be interviewed.

Mtmn Polk, Jackson P'olice D;artracnt, Jackson, Georgia, ad%,lsed
that F~ran Zidler opor tes Frank's Self-Service Grocery . nd qtr. Miller's
son, 'iButch2t Vllcr, catcrc-d tha United State: Air Force on 14arch 5, 11)539
and has be= statloned at Anyr111o, 'Texas, since timt timie. Mr. Polk
advised that "ButclW ' iller has badno leave, sinco being in tha Air Force
and his rarenas ,Ilehi nA rlo, Txas, a couple of v'-es ago.
EJM:hw

(7) NOTE: Above information per teletype from Atlanta dated 5-4468.

-- i

nono folder
1 - Mr. DeLoach
1 - A. Rosen
1 - Mr. McGowan
1 Mr. McDonough

The Attorney General- May 9, 1968

Director, FBI

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Reference is made to your call to Mr. Del.aach on May 4, 1968,
wherein you indicated that a representative of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference from Atlanta, Georgia, had reported that one
"Butch" Miller of Jackson, Georgia, night be involved In captioned case.

Pursuant to your request, Clim Davenport, Atlanta, Georgia, was
interviewed on May A, 1968, and advised that on April 29, 1963, an
individual from Jackson, Georgia, who refused to Identify himself to
Mr. Davenport, contacted Mr. Davenport in Atlanta and confidentially
advised he had gone to the Frank Miller grocery store in Jackson, Georgia,
after Martin Luther King, Jr., was killed and Mr. Miller was very upset.
Mr. Davenport's source stated that "Butch' Miller, Frank Miller's son,
had in the past shot into the home of a civil rights worker. The source
stated that Frank Miller reportedly sent 'Sutch' Miller to California after
Martin Luther King, Jr., was killed.

Mr. Davenport stated that his source told him he had no information
that Butch" Miller had a white Mustang or had abandoned a white Mustang
in Atlanta, but it was his personal belief, not based on any fact, that
"Butch" Miller might have had something to do with leaving the white
Mustang in Atlanta as "Butch' Miller lived in Georgia. Mr. Davenport
advised that he would make every effort to learn the identity of his source
from Jackson, Georgia, and 11 successful, he would furnish this individual's
identity to the FBI. If this individual is identified by Mr. Davenport, he
will be interviewed.

Max Polk, Jackson Police Department, Jackson, Georgia, advised
that Frank Miller operates Frank's Self-Service Grocery and Mr. Miller's
son, "Butch Miller, entered the United States Air Force on March 5, 1953,
and has been stationed at Amarillo, Texas, since that time. Mr. Polk
advised that "Butch" Miller has had no leave since being in the Air Force
and his parents visited him in Amarillo, Texas, a couple of weeks ago.

EJM:hw
(7) NOTE: Above information per teletype from Atlanta dated 5-4-68.
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The Attorney General

MJr. PofL statodthat "Butch" 1.iller o sl aGTC PlyxiG~th automobile,
and he ka never heard of ='ut.hI 1Milcr's name being connected In 4 iy
way with a shooting mboanyone's hoe. 4

'"ho mies of our Atia3CLIce contaiz posrtuatktormanon
Identiffa~fle wilth "Butch" Miller.

This is for your information.

I1 The D)cptty Attorney General

I - Mr. Nteph-en J. PoiHa*.
Assletant-Attorney General

r

The Attorney General

Mr. Polk stated that "Butch" Miller owns a GTX Plymouth automobile,
and he has never heard of 'Butch' Miller's name being connected in any
way with a shooting into anyone's home.

The files of our Atlanta Office contain no pertinent information
Identifiable with "Butch" Miller.

This is for your information.

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

2
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;r . De1tcih May 9, 1968

1 - Mr . DeLoach
A . Roeon I - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
- Mr. MeGown

.URK IN - Mr. Mclonough
1 - Mr. Sullivas
1 - Mr. Trotter

This is the case involving the muder of
Martis Lather iag, Jr.

In order to eever the poesibility that sb,e t
amy have died since the comaissio of the crme, the U. S.
Censas ream and Department of Wealth, Masettioo and
Welfare were contacted sad they advised that s central
records of unidestified deceased are saitaied by these
agencies. It was sugested that eah state ay maintain
sach a record to their Bureau of Vital Statistics or siailar
ageasy.

There is s known Federal law triag the
usiateasee of sch information; sad the I tification
Division advises that it believes that if any record of
uaidentified dead is saitaied, it would only be at local
police departments, mergues, or madieat facilities.

Attached for approval is an sirtel to all offices
and Legats, Maie City and Ottaw Iastracting them to
ascertain whether sueh records are maintained by the
iadividual states or asten wide its the case of Westm and
Cameda. It so, appropriate checks abould be ade for the
period from 4-6-48 to date, and it feasible, stops abould
be placed on uaidetifled dead with appropriate agearies.

If there is se estral record repository mitatsined
i the various states or natiomally is the case of Maieo
and Caneda, the field is being Instructed that io eonsec
tion with its contacts with various law enferent agenetes
e this ease or other Buream matters, to make appropriate
Inairies relatve to unideatified dead for the period

Seloere

sa:Jlh
ts)

CONTINUED-OVER

mino freedom

Mr. DeLoach May 9, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Trotter

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since the commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or similar
agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and the Identification
Division advises that it believes that if any record of
unidentified dead is maintained, it would only be at local
police departments, morgues, or medical facilities.

Attached for approval is an airtel to all offices
and Legats, Mexico City and Ottawa instructing them to
ascertain whether such records are maintained by the
individual states or nation wide in the case of Mexico and
Canada. If so, appropriate checks should be made for the
period from 4-5-68 to date, and if feasible, stops should
be placed on unidentified dead with appropriate agencies.

If there is no central record repository maintained
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada, the field is being instructed that in connec-
tion with its contacts with various law enforcement agencies
on this case or other Bureau matters, to make appropriate
inquiries relative to unidentified dead for the period

Enclosure

EJM:j1h
(8)

CONTINUED-OVER
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9 ..maiu to Mr. DeLceh
RU: Bix1

bagimaiM 4-4'48; and it fiagrparisas an mach den are,
wintalmed, thant they be a eswtd with tbe as the

idoaatlficstie order as Mly to order to offet idattieatlee
or aomaidtetifiatiom. Tw h1*1 Is beniaq itwet.4te that
tis atmld be boadled Is oMais vitk the awriim eourse
of baeiusss and only reasoable ivest idst ions sbould be
parsuedI aloqm tb l ise.

Idestiflnat)*. Division has already plated
s l~paato stop on any unidentifled deceased Inquiries
they my recive.

Attached for approval in an sirtel is line witb
the above.

Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

beginning 4-5-68; and if fingerprints on such dead are
maintained, that they be compared with those on the
identification order on Ray in order to effect identification
or monidentification. The field is being instructed that
this should be handled in connection with the normal course
of business and only reasonable investigation should be
pursued along these lines.

Identification Division has already placed
appropriate stop on any unidentified deceased inquiries
they may receive.

ACTION:

Attached for approval is an airtel in line with
the above.

- 2 -
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May 9, 1968

- Mr. McDonough

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible that
if any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,
medical facilities, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, and
if so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,
to date, for any information which might possibly identify
subject Ray with unidentified deceased persons over that
period.

If there is no central record repository maintained
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts
with law enforcement agencies on this case or 6ther
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to

EJM:3lh
(3)

NOTE: See Memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 5-9-68, same caption
EJM:jlh.

May 9, 1968

Airtel 1 - Mr. McDonough

To: All SACS
LEGATS, Mexico City

Ottawa

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or
similar agency.

There is no known Federal law requiring the
maintenance of such information; and it is possible thatif any record of unidentified dead is maintained, it would
only be maintained at local police departments, morgues,
medical facilities, or the like.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, andif so, should check records for the period from 4-5-68,
to date, for any information which might possibly identify
subject Ray with unidentified deceased persons over that
period.

If there is no central record repository maintained
in the various states or nationally in the case of Mexico
and Canada, you should, in connection with your contacts
with law enforcement agencies on this case or other
Bureau matters, make appropriate inquiries relative to

EJM:j1h
(3)

NOTE: See Memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 5-9-68, same caption
EJM:j1h.
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Airtel to All SACS and LGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MKURKIN

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if
fingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should be
compared with those on the identification order on Ray
in order to effect identification or nonidentification.
This should be handled in the normal course of business
and only reasonable investigation should be pursued
along these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries itiv may receive.
If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate
state, local or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2-

Airtel to All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MURKIN

unidentified dead for the period beginning 4-5-68; and if
fingerprints on such dead are maintained, they should be
compared with those on the identification order on Rayin order to effect identification or nonidentification.
This should be handled in the normal course of business
and only reasonable investigation should be pursued
along these lines.

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries that may receive.If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate
state, local or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -
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MEMO

Mr. DeLoach May 9, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr

A. Resen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

MURKIN 1. Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

An Agent on the scene in Guatamala has obtained extensive
coverage through the Guatamalan Immigration and Judicial Departments.
These agencies have been instrumental in widely publicizing Ray's
photograph and description throughout Guatamala and border stations
have been alerted. Guatamaian officials have stated that if Ray is
found within that country he will be deported to the United States
as an undesirable alien on the first available airplane.

State police agencies have completed a search throughout
the City of Campeche and all outlying areas of the State with negative
results. Extensive distribution has been made of identification orders
and wanted flyers and every police unit in the State has been alerted
through personal contact. An investigative informant is continuing
to check small communities on the Yueatan Peninsula beyond the
State of Campeche.

It was previously reported that a man resembling Ray
and using the name A. D. Stange, Jr., was in Puerto Vallarta,
Mexico, from 4/19/68 to 4/30/68. It has been determined Stange
is identical with A. H. Stange, Jr., a prominent businessman in
Redding, California.

Thomas Britton, Haleyville, Alabama, knew Ray in
Missouri State Penitentiary. Britton related that Ray was the
"walk boy" who brought hot water for shaving, candy and other
items to Britton's cell block. Ray noticed Britton was receiving a
Birmingham newspaper. Ray mentioned he had lived in Birmingham
and asked Britton to save the newspapers for him. Britton did so
and they became friends.

(14) CONTINUED - OVER

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



OAa >aamto !fie' 1aadaamh
IR: hiUU?

*Oaett~Bft ase stated M` wild Msuy era"y sad oattod Dritto
"One, ahares are, 1eu ge of hw., Pratgi to a"* ugisela bhahof usany. " e ~sakd how be AWended do do tis, 1Pay

r*Uwpl4 '"Tbt awe inr esof nsklw usin ftha nM tbaq bas,

Fjay m W"l MUMto sheeteaa lsMailoaout*
th priso "alld thet " A, 10 - AesHatlo " *O~ ifwed

4101, 000 Yor peo*I lik King to be MoUd" and added that inig wan
five years p*s doe.

lRwa pmW*eIeu17 repmlat*4W had alleged In 200 thaat
Ca ly (phoeti) or Cool ey'argansa fsa wualM pay $10,00to baav
tbwprmos M Methas ged b~x p a pa em
received delapaswt otie prift e when seede. T" adRdito

fes a~br eoudobain special serVUcSS sunkan sntra gtms outdifiutiens W" priessthailis,eae.a ltbt eu ofestrabad of webaying £º plasmar me'~

arito asaºU he a anOt has,* whadnd U"learasawtis
ew rtt ere w"aayon actesfy sad Coshy . batteedth
ojrslsas iadgb lhave bee pwate" by agroupoatffeto Me,

parltes Brittn otated habd ""Wbnrh ad COoley' awataatiose
effertgrarcRwd ' Ktw atan'easara#aAtae.

bttera dsinwted Par an alosI er, ataiayde aadta
boa *trkw, *I*waan finty eSue-4eote wit us te sical
priae t Ww w"ralkin *"aftghi boe to wes ftw40 then

Thbear %ame at tbhe Atlsta airport ea $1741be been
ifeitfid WIA rew J""& mAaw"t a muchlpa hosdla, aap bas
we apaWnt to eatles with this cm*. {iv"ywa sho Is the back
4d th ead

Dumway was a usi c a for Roruard Mawaeaai , a
tetxet ubyloa fr. Cmant ua1 ial Ii. bihga, was takes
Irwi b1S h by several bood4la on 3/26/69 and tatally bast.

beaten. ht". reableM tarot t beW adlvld 1i hgoO WAS "WhOok"a~x ilarge sbyloc lear by Ikrcheti and :away wasathatlaiex
*lac tor. io1ko believe -, ~ay~ *a$ a cer a ae e haax been

Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Britton stated Ray was money crazy and once told Britton,
"One of these days, if Iever get out of here, I'mgoing to make myselfa bunch of money. When asked how he intended to do this, Ray
replied, "There are more ways of making money than robbing banks."

Ray once told Britton about an organization outside
the prison called the "Business Mens Association" which offered
$100,000 "for people like King to be killed" and added that King was
five years past due.

It was previously reported Ray had alleged in 1963 that
Cooley (phonetic) or Cooley's organization would pay $10, 000 to have
King killed. Britton stated Cooley's organization operated within
the prison. Membership was gained by paying $10 and members
received help against other prisoners when needed. For additional
fees members could obtain special services such as straightening out
difficulties with prison authorities, obtaining items of contraband, or even
having a prisoner murdered.

Britton said he did not know who headed this organization
or if there was anyone actually named Cooley. He believed the
organization might have been operated by a group of five to seven
prisoners. Britton stated he had never heard of Cooley's organization
offering a reward for King's assassination.

Britton described Ray as a loner, a daydreamer and a
heavy drinker, who was definitely slue-footed with his toes noticeably
pointed out when walking causing his heels to wear down on the
outside edges.

The body found at the Atlanta airport on 5/7/68 has been
identified with Robert Joseph Dunaway, a Michigan hoodlum, and has
no apparent connection with this case. Dunaway was shot in the back
of the head.

Dunaway was a muscleman for Bernard Marchesani, a
Detroit shylocker. One Sam D1 Maggio, Albion, Michigan, was taken
from his home by several hoodlums on 3/28/08 and fatally beaten.
In a dying declaration he named "Beb Dunaway" when asked who had
beaten him. A reliable informant has advised Di Maggio was "hooked"
on a large shylock loan by Marchesani and Dunaway was the juice
collector. Police believe Dunaway was murdered because he had been
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Memoranduma to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

ordered to only beat DI Maggio, not to kill him.

ACTION:

This investigation is continuing to receive top priority
attention.
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Mr. DeLoach May 8, 198

1 * Wr. DeLOch
A. assea 1 - sr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
Mr. NaGons

EINMr. McDoogh

This is the ease tavelvieg the murder of
Mart is Luather ving, Jr.

In cemaeetioa with the esptioned case there has
been speculation that James arl Ray cescoeted the alis
of Brio Starve Galt by combiaig the sames of characters
from books by lea Plexiag and free a book "Atlas Shrugged"
by Ays Read. This speculation is based e the fact that i
the James bond books by Ian Fleming there is a character
named trast Stavr Bloteld sad to "Atlas Abragged" there
is a cnaxu NW it, as well as one named Wrie
Starses. trust Btavro R1ofield is a formidable persea,
Job Galt ass "Will W o" ad trie Starses is
deseribed is the book as a "haser" fro a low-eless fanily.

In view of the above and to order that Agents
handliag this investigation eas be alert to the peesibility
of Ray's utilising an alias based o characters in Flesig's
books, there is attached as sirtel with enclosers to All
SACS and LUAT8 netting forth a list of the verieas characters
ia Fleming's books fer their assistanse.

ACTIN:

Upon approval the attached airtel with emeloeere
will be est to All S80S sad LMATa.

Saclomare

(s)

Mr. DeLoach May 8, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 Mr. McDonough

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

In connection with the captioned case there has
been speculation that James Earl Ray concocted the aliasof Eric Starvo Galt by combining the names of characters
from books by Ian Fleming and from a book "Atlas Shrugged"
by Ayn Rand. This speculation is based on the fact that in
the James Bond books by Ian Fleming there is a character
named Ernst Stavro Blofield and in "Atlas Shrugged" thereis a character named John Galt, as well as one named Eric
Starnes. Ernst Stavro Blofield is a formidable person,
John Galt is a "social drop out" and Eric Starnes is
described in the book as a "whiner" from a low-class family.

In view of the above and in order that Agents
hendling this investigation can be alert to the possibilityof Ray's utilizing an alias based on characters in Fleming's
books, there is attached an airtel with enclosure to All
SACS and LEGATS setting forth a list of the various charactersin Fleming's books for their assistance.

ACTION:

Upon approval the attached airtel with enclosurewill be sent to All SACS and LEGATS.

Enclosure

EJM:CS
(6)
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May 8, 1968

Airtel
1 - Mr. McDonough

TO: All SACS and LEGATS

From: Director, FBI (44.38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In connection with the captioned case there has
been speculation that James Earl Ray concocted the alias
of Eric Starvo Galt by combining the names of characters
from books by Ian Fleming and from a book "Atlas Shrugged"
by Ayn Rand. This speculation is based on the fact that in
the James Bond books by Ian Fleming there is a character
named Ernst Stavro Blofield and in "Atlas Shrugged" there
is a character nMmes Jon Galt, as well as one named Eric
Starnes. Ernst Stavro.Blotteld is a formidable person,
John Galt to a "sootal arop out" and Eric Starnes is
described in the book as a "whiner" from a low-class family.

In view of the above and in order that Agents
handling this investigation can be alert to the possibility
of Ray's utilizing an alias based on characters in
Fleming's books, there is set out as an attachment to
this airtel a list of various characters in those books
for your assistance.

Enclosure

EJM:cs
(3)

May 8, 1968

Airtel
1 - Mr. McDonough

To: All SACS and LEGATS

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In connection with the captioned case there has
been speculation that James Earl Ray concocted the aliasof Eric Starvo Galt by combining the names of characters
from books by Ian Fleming and from a book "Atlas Shrugged"
by Ayn Rand. This speculation is based on the fact that in
the James Bond books by Ian Fleming there is a character
named Ernst Stavro Blofield and in "Atlas Shrugged" thereis a character named John Galt, as well as one named Eric
Starnes. Ernst Stavro Blofield is a formidable person,
John Galt is a "social drop out" and Eric Starnes is
described in the book as a "whiner" from a low-class family.

In view of the above and in order that Agents
handling this investigation can be alert to the possibilityof Ray's utilizing an alias based on characters in
Fleming's books, there is set out as an attachment to
this airtel a list of various characters in those books
for your assistance.

Enclosure

EJM:CS
(3)
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WLMa;rmr (14) CONTDUI~tD - OVER

Memo

Mr. DeLoach May 8, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr

A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

It has been alleged that on two prior occasions Ray went to
Mexico to cool off after robberies and that on one occasion he lived
with peasants at Campeche and smuggled appliances from Brownsville,
Texas, by a fishing boat owned by Mateo Lopez Garcia or Mateo Garcia
Lopez.

Intensive investigation at Brownsville as well as Campeche
has failed to develop any information concerning Lopez or Garcia.
Approximately 500 shrimp boats operate out of the Brownsville area
and their normal fishing grounds include the Campeche Flats.

American seamen are not allowed to land at Campeche but
can arrange to be taken ashore by Mexican "bum boats" which bring
women, liquor and marijuana out to the shrimp fleet from Campeche.
There is a smuggling trade in small appliances but this reportedly
does not extend to television sets and washing mashines which Ray
allegedly smuggled.

Police at Campeche have files dating back to 1955 on all
foreigners who were in trouble with the police or who were fingerprinted
because they lacked proper identification. Ray's fingerprints have
been checked through these files with negative results.

At Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, a local Immigration Agent has
advised of a recent visitor whom he said resembles Ray. Investigation
has identified this man as registering at Las Glorias Motel, Puerto
Vallarta, 4/19/68 and checking out 4/30/68. He gave his name as
A. D. Stange, Jr., Post Office Box 1660, Redding, California, and
was accompanied by a woman alleged to be his wife who appeared to
be of Mexican extraction.

WLM:rmr (14) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Stange spent four days hunting in the mountains and inquired
of the guide as to the possibility of buying a pistol and morphine.
He also inquired about going into business at Puerto Vallarta. Some
motel employees also state Stange resembles Ray. Sacramento is
conducting investigation at Redding, California.

Margarita Montes Mezn, Casa Susana, Fuerto Vallarta,
has advised that she was the first prostitute visited by Ray when
he was in Puerto Vallarta in October and November, 1967. She
states Ray told her when they first met that he was in Puerto Vallarta
on a 40-day vacation.

Three officers of the Memphis Police Department have
received similar anonymous calls from a man identifying himself
only as "Charlie." Charlie alleged that Ray was paid $50, 000 to kill
King with the money passing through twelve people before it reached
Ray. Charlie claimed Ray was able to spend only about $10, 000
and the arrangements to kill King were made at least three years ago.

According to Charlie, Ray left Memphis immediately after
the killing, was out of town in twelve minutes, went to Atlanta,
Birmingham, Las Vegas, Phoenix, and then into Mexico.

Charlie stated the man who planned King's death and paid
Ray has arranged for Ray's body to be found between 5/15/68
and 5/18/68 in an area 50 miles south of the place where a man
from Baltimo re was arrested by Mexican police two weeks ago.

It is noted that on 4/24/68 it was widely publicized that
Mexican police at Caborca had arrested a hitch hiker who resembled
Ray. This man was identified as Daniel David Kennedy, Baltimore,
who was eliminated as a suspect. Legat, Mexico, is conducting
appropriate investigation.

Russell Lee Martin, Little Rock, who requested his
identity be protected, has advised he was in St. Louis 5/4-5/68 and
contacted Carl Drake, narcotic addict and pusher who was in
Missouri State Penitentiary with Ray. Drake allegedly told Martin

- 2 -
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Whom Drake was Muassed In 1O5, he visited Rys krthe, Jam,
s requmetd by Rayr, and tol Aoft bow tbe subject was gellag

along to prisse Drnke said he wesause e Ryas eapeftrom
prime until ta* reet p Ileiy ottear Ray wets kdsifo as Kg'sº

ler Es d..isd ' tcertast wllh Ray r eqblrwledis at nays
wirsbsetat eafRayr's aepe. Telepo ewaa recordsteta

being seoked ter calls =ads by Drake and be Is being ffw-my
-e m'fow d

On theo a%&h at 5/4/44 tits deoanmpmed bowdy of aitb
male wa lted hIs wem taof acarw at the Atlaf airport. There
hats bees pebli speednts this odgi be Ray. The Atlant Pliso
4pstaaa b" adolsed that based onsa ftng-e -- lu co~arissm.,

this body is not identical with fay. Fib- - -at the deceased
baret beset forwarded to the ore"Ser cserlaa by the hiSAWfA-mod
r~Iiaioe. The ar In vhicb the body war kndiIs a 1Im Chemrs
bwaritg 196 mkmpa liseme" TC 6114, mwd is reistd Ist
lary Jaws lvatdeian Jam Abtere 9341 Mlebols, Dob.
Thet Datrelt (ieo is atleaIn to emrt tiroowners

4u a/l/45 theo 6elby Cow*t GrandJurye, es,
artredeafitmnt ehergn Ray withfirst d"W"o inrrs. I
was acct ntecessary for qreu peael d ttoft.
ACTIO:

All Phu"s tt tahis etlgaier a beig eapsited.

Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Ray has called him twice since King was killed, once from New Orleans
and again from North Carolina. Drake reportedly told Martin
Ray is driving a white Camaro and has a submachine gun as well as
plenty of money. It is noted that the alleged calls from Ray would
be inconsistent with his universal reputation for being a tight-lipped
loner.

Drake has been interviewed and acknowledged he
knew Ray in prison. He described Ray as close mouthed and a loner.
When Drake was released in 1965, he visited Ray's brother, John,
as requested by Ray, and told John how the subject was getting
along in prison. Drake said he was unaware of Ray's escape from
prison until the recent publicity after Ray was identified as King's
murderer. He denied any contact with Ray or any knowledge of Ray's
whereabouts since Ray's escape. Telephone company records are
being checked for calls made by Drake and he is being vigorously
reinterviewed.

On the night of 5/7/68 the decomposed body of a white
male was found in the trunk of a car at the Atlanta airport. There
has been public speculation this might be Ray. The Atlanta Police
Department has advised that based on a fingerprint comparison,
this body is not identical with Ray. Fingerprints of the deceased
have been forwarded to the Bureau for comparison by the Identification
Division. The car in which the body was found is a 1964 Chevrolet
bearing 1968 Michigan license DC 8114, and is registered to
Mary Jane Salvadori and Joan Masters, 9341 Nichols, Detroit.
The Detroit Office is attempting to contact the owners.

On 5/7/68 the Shelby County Grand Jury, Memphis,
returned an indictment charging Ray with first degree murder. It
was not necessary for Bureau personnel to testify.

ACTION:

All phases of this investigation are being expedited.

-3-
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r. DeLeach my 8, 19W

1 - Mr. U~aSeLe
A. Resea 1 fir. Res

1 - Mr. Malley
x- . r oegma

EMI 4>Mr. Mceaesgh
- sr. Salliva

1 - ar. Trotter

This is the eas. tavelvrin the mrder of
Martin Luthew Etag Jr.

I order to cover the posibility that subject
-ay have died *lin* the eeistate of the crime, the U. 8.
COass Dareas and DepartImet of elth, duesatie aad
Welfare wre contacted and they advised that a central
records of uaidentified deseased are meitained by these
agencies. It was suggested that each state ay maistain
seek s reerd io their eraso of Vital Statistics or siailr
agency.

Attached fer approval is as airtel to all atties
sad Legats, Honie City asd Ottaa tastrecting them to
ascertain whether seek records are intatataed by the
iadividwsl statae or nties wide is the case of MXtee and
Canada. IL a apprpriate cheeks should be made for the
period re 4/ to date, sad if fensible, steps sheld
be placed e ueldentified deed with appropriate agencies.

Identitteeties Blvistes has already placed
appropriate stop ea any aidentitled deceased iaqtries
they may reseite.

ACTAs

Attaebed ter approeal is a is rtel i lia with
the shoe.

Emelemere

'asses
(5)

Mr. DeLoach May 3, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen

1 - Mr. Malley
1 - Mr. McGowan

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McDonough
1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. Trotter

This is the case involving the murder of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since the commission of the crime, the U. S.
Census Bureau and Department of Health, Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or similar
agency.

Attached for approval is an airtel to all offices
and Legats, Mexico City and Ottawa instructing them to
ascertain whether such records are maintained by the
individual states or nation wide in the case of Mexico and
Canada. If so, appropriate checks should be made for the
period from 4/5/68 to date, and if feasible, stops should
be placed on unidentified dead with appropriate agencies.

Identification Division has already placed
appropriate stop on any unidentified deceased inquiries
they may receive.

ACTION:

Attached for approval is an airtel in line with
the above.

Enclosure

EJM:cs
(8)
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Kay 8, 1968

Airtt. 1. - Mr. McDonough

To: All ACS
LUATS, Mexico City

Ottawa
Po: Director, 1I (4448881)

WRKIN
00: MIEMPIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may hae died sinee commissioa of the crime, the U. 8,Census Bureau and Department of Wealth, Udasation and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that me ceatral
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by these
agenoe. It was aggeated that each state may maintain
snh a record in their aureat of Vital Statistics or
similar ageney.

each otie coverins state capitals should
check to ascertain it such records are maitained, and
it so, should chock records for the period from 4/5/88,to date fer any infternation, which night pssibly identity
subject lay with usidentified deceased persnas over that
peoted. Only reasonable investigation should be conducted
In this regard.

Legate, Mwim City and Ottawa should check
to see if central natien wide records are maintained in
Mexico and Canada respectively, and if so, should have
appropriate record checks made it possible and teasible.

EJ":Cs
(3)

NOTE: See Memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 5/8/68, sae caption
""E:cs,

May 8, 1968

1 - Mr. McDonoughAirtel

TO: All SACS

LEGATS, Mexico City
Ottava

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
00: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

In order to cover the possibility that subject
may have died since commission of the crime, the U. 8.
Census Bureau and Department of Health. Education and
Welfare were contacted and they advised that no central
records of unidentified deceased are maintained by those
agencies. It was suggested that each state may maintain
such a record in their Bureau of Vital Statistics or
similar agency.

Each office covering state capitals should
check to ascertain if such records are maintained, andif no, should check records for the period from 4/5/68,to date for any information which might possibly identify
subject Ray with unidentified deceased persons over that
period. Only reasonable investigation should be conductedin this regard.

Legats, Mexico City and Ottawa should check
to see if central nation wide records are maintained in
Mexico and Canada respectively, and if so, should have
appropriate record checks made if possible and feasible.

EJM:CS
(3)

NOTE: See Memo Rosen to DeLoach, dated 5/8/68, same caption
EJM:CS.
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Airtel To All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MURKIN

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries they may receive.
If feasible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate state
or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

-2.

Airtel TO All SACS and LEGATS, Mexico City and Ottawa
RE: MURKIN

The Identification Division has placed an appropriate
stop on unidentified deceased inquiries they may receive.If fessible, appropriate offices and Legats, Mexico City
and Ottawa should place similar stops with appropriate state
or national agencies in your territories.

Armed and Dangerous.

- 2 -
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Mr. DeLoach May 7, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. BishopA. Rosen 1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This is the matter involving the murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Louis E. Lomax has now released his final news article.
It is a vicious and unwarranted attack against the Bureau and is
replete with misstatements of fact and ridiculous conclusions.

1. LOMAX STATES: The Director deeply disliked King
and once referred to him as a notorious liar; therefore, few
black people will believe the Bureau will work overtime to
find King's slayer.

FACTS: The total facilities of the FBI have been
fully committed to this case from the outset. Investigation
has proceeded around-the-clock on a top priority basis
throughout the United States and in various foreign countries.
Thousands of interviews have been conducted and hundreds
of suspects have been processed. A tremendous number of
examinations have been conducted by the Laboratory and
Identification Division. Every logical investigative approach
is being vigorously pursued and there will be no let up
until Hay is apprehended.

2. LOMAX STATES: The FBI is inept or its bungling
is intentional.

FACTS: The Bureau's record in this case is one
of substantial achievement. Starting with an unknown subject,
the man known as Eric Galt was identified as a prime suspect
within five days. Within another week we had obtained a
photograph of the subject and the Attorney General
considered sufficient evidence had been developed to

WLM:rur (14) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

warrant Federal procees. Three days later, as a result
of a project to check latent fingerprints against the
fingerprints of more than 53, 000 fugitives, Ray was
determined to be identical with Galt.

3. LOMAX STATES: Somebody managed to circulate
wrong fingerprints for Ray and if he had been arrested
when he abandoned his car in Atlanta (4/5/68) he would
not have been identified as Ray.

FACTS: The FBI has issued only one set of
fingerprints and these are the actual fingerprints of Ray.
When Ray escaped from prison in April, 1967, Missouri
authorities issued a wanted notice that bore the wrong
fingerprints; however, the warden immediately issued a
corrected wanted notice bearing the correct fingerprints.
We had nothing to do with these wanted notices issued by
Missouri almost a year before King was killed.

4. LOMAX STATES: The FBI has pre-empted local
police from the case by declaring the King murder a
conspiracy.

FACTS: We have closely cooperated with the Memphis
Police who obtained a murder warrant immediately after
Federal process was obtained. All evidence has been
turned over to the police together with the results of
Laboratory and fingerprint examinations and we have
offered local authorities whatever assistance may be
needed in presenting the case to a local grand jury.

5. LOMAX STATES: The FBI has yet to ask the
cooperation of the Los Angeles Police.

FACTS: Our relations with the Los Angeles Police
in this case have been excellent. We have checked their
records on the subject and various other individuals and
on 5/3/68 when the police received a letter to the "Los Angeles
Times" purportedly written by the subject, it was immediately
made available to the Los Angeles Office.

6. LOMAX STATES: Ray made at least three trips from
Los Angeles to New Orleans.

2 -
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

FACTS: Ray is only known to have made two trips
from Los Angeles to New Orleans, in December, 1967, and
in March, 1968.

7. LOMAX STATES: The FBI confiscated telephone
company records listing calls made from Los Angeles
telephone booths used by Ray and only the FBI knows what
these records show.

FACTS: We have not confiscated any records. We
have obtained information from the telephone company
regarding calls made from all pay telephones in the
St. Francis Hotel, Los Angeles. It would appear that
Lomax has been unsuccessful in his efforts to obtain
similar information from the telephone company.

8. LOMAX STATES: America's blacks never have
trusted either the Director or the FBI.

FACTS: We have long enjoyed the confidence of
responsible Negro leaders and the responsible Negro press.
This confidence has been gained by the Bureau's continuing
success in handling Civil Rights cases such as the murder
of three civil rights workers in Mississippi, the murder of
Lt. Colonel Lemuel Penn in Georgia, the murder of
Viola Liuxzo in Alabama, investigations concerning
discrimination in voting, education, and many similar
investigative accomplishments.

9. LOMAX-STATES: The FBI leaked a story to the
press suggesting a Negro was behind King's murder.

FACTS: This is absolutely false.

10. LOMAX STATES: The Director should publicly
admit his dislike for King and then "share the hunt with a
less prejudiced agency; the cause of justice would be better
served If the investigation were under a Warren-type,
biracial commission.

FACTS: This is unworthy of comment.

-3.- -
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

11. LOMAX STATES: It is certain powerful men in
American society were part of the deed.

FACTS: We have developed no evidence to indicate
this is true nor does Lomax document this statement in
any way.

In his prior articles Louis Lomax made reference to a
"mysterious blond" named Jerri who he alleged had been involved
with Ray at Los Angeles and later went to Milwaukee where Lomax
said she had disappeared. Jerri has been identified as Dyrell
Dennis, a prostitute and narcotics addict whose relationship with
Ray appears to have been limited to a single meeting in a bar followed
by a brief visit to his room.

Edgar John Pendleton, Los Angeles, with whom Lomax
has also been in contact, has made available a letter he received from
Dyrell Dennis, postmarked 4/19/68 at Milwaukee. This letter
states in part, "Have you seen Ray? I hope he is OK." Pendieton
denies any knowledge of the subject and states the Ray mentioned by
Dennis is Ray Selma, a Mexican-American who formerly resided at
the St. Francis Hotel. It is noted Dennis has stated she knew the
subject only as Eric.

Local authorities are scheduled to present this matter
to a grand jury at Memphis, 5/7/68, to seek a murder indictment
against Ray. At the present time it does not appear that Bureau
personnel will be required to testify, but the Special Agent in Chargewill be available if he is needed.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing on a top priority basis.
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Mr. DeLova May I, 1968

A. Rosaft 3 - Mr. DeLoach
A., osea1- Mr. Rioses

1 - Mr. Malley
. MICRK I - Mr. McGowaw

4- Mr. Mc33onough
This is the ease iaolviag the murderof Martin Lather King, Jr.

The Bureau has previously designated the Memphis Office asa
office oforigin inthis ease4 Attached for approval are lastruetions concerning
the handling of reports basedupon currantdevelopmeats and the need to
further streamline our procedures

Certainoffices, which haveconducted the bulkof investigation
to date, are to submit results of their investigatio. in individual reports.
Other divisoas are to submit positive andpertinent information developed
in form satable for insertion in the over allreports preparedby the
Memphis Office.

Isasmachas Legats do not submit Investigtive reports, they
are being instructed to submit results of investigation which can be
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination.
Any administrative data which cannot be diseminated will be set forth in
the administrative section of the transmittal communication.

ACTION:

Attached for approval is an airtdelto all SACs and Legat
setting forthinstrctions In,sim with the above.

Enclosure

E M:hw
(6)

Mr. DeLoach May 7, 1968

I - Mr. DeLoachA. Rosen
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malley

MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan
I - Mr. McDonough

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Bureau has previously designated the Memphis Office as
office of origin in this case. Attached for approval are instructions concerning
the handling of reports based upon current developments and the need to
further streamline our procedures.

Certain offices, which have conducted the bulk of investigation
to date, are to submit results of their investigation in individual reports.
Other divisions are to submit positive and pertinent information developed
in form suitable for insertion in the over-all reports prepared by the
Memphis Office.

Inasmuch as Legats do not submit investigative reports, they
are being instructed to submit results of investigation which can be
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination.
Any administrative data which cannot be disseminated will be set forth in
the administrative section of the transmittal communication.

ACTION:

Attached for approval is an airtel to all SACs and Legate
setting forth instructions in line with the above.

Enclosure

EJM:hw
(6)
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1 - Mr. McDonough

May 7, 1968

AIRTEL

To: All SACs and LEGATs

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
OO: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

The Bureau has designated Memphis as office of origin in this case.

You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case
must be handled within 24 hours. The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Housto
Jackson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans, St. Louis, and Springfield
Offices are to prepare the results of their investigation to date in report form,
not as an insert. At such time as the amount of investigation in these field
offices does not appear to warrant individual reports, ad*e the Burean and
office of origin that inserts being prepared in future in lieu of reports, UACB.

All other offices will record the results in appropriate form and
transmit 15 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion In reports
submitted by the Memphis Office. Should investigation increase in any such
area warranting submission of individual report, do so and advise the Bureau
and Memphis.

LEGATs are to submit results of investigation which can be
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. Any
administrative data which cannot be disseminated is to be set forth in the
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look-alikes and
other leads resolved and reported by cablegram or other communication need
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forward fice
of origin by the Bureau for administrative handling of the case.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

EJM:hw (3) NOT: See Rosen to DeLoach memo dated 5-7-68, same
caption, EJM:hw

1 - Mr. McDonough

May 7, 1968

AIRTEL

To: All SACs and LEGATs

From: Director, FBI (44-38861)

MURKIN
OO: MEMPHIS (44-1987)

The Bureau has designated Memphis as office of origin in this case.

You were previously advised that leads in this Top Ten Fugitive case
must be handled within 24 hours. The Atlanta, Birmingham, Chicago, Houston,
Jackson, Kansas City, Los Angeles, New Orleans, St. Louis, and Springfield
Offices are to prepare the results of their investigation to date in report form,
not as an insert. At such time as the amount of investigation in these field
offices does not appear to warrant individual reports, advise the Bureau and
office of origin that inserts being prepared in future in lieu of reports, UACB.

All otheroffices will record the results in appropriate form and
transmit 15 copies of each to the office of origin for inclusion in reports
submitted by the Memphis Office. Should investigation increase in any such
area warranting submission of individual report, do so and advise the Bureau
and Memphis.

LEGATs are to submit results of investigation which can be
disseminated in letterhead memorandum form suitable for dissemination. Any
administrative data which cannot be disseminated is to be set forth in the
administrative section of your transmittal communication. Look-alikes and
other leads resolved and reported by cablegram or other communication need
not be rereported as copies of these communications are being forward/office
of origin by the Bureau for administrative handling of the case.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS.

EJM:hw (3) NOTE: See Rosen to DeLoach memo dated 5-7-68, same
caption, EJM:hw
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MEMO

Mr. DeLeach May 6, 1968
1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. RosenA. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop
1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

MURKIN 1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivan
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Extensive investigation and coverage is continuing in Mexico with
particular emphasis in areas where Ray has been known or alleged
to have been in the past.

The Agent on the scene at Campeche, near the Yucatan Peninsula,
reports that maximum cooperation is being received from both the
Campeche State Judicial Police and the State Highway Police.

The City of Campeche has a population of more than 55,000
and there are seven other municipal areas in the state that comprise
major population centers. The State of Campeche is slightly larger
than West Virginia and has a population of 170,000.

The State police agencies in Campeche have a radio
communications system covering each community in the State. They
have made appropriate broadcasts and publicity has been obtained in
various publications with additional publicity arranged for major editions over
the weekend. Reliable Americans residing in the area are being
specifically contacted.

All hotels, motels, barber shops, liquor stores, grocery
stores, and houses of prostitution in the city of Campeche have been
checked without developing any information concerning Ray's present
whereabouts or his alleged stay in Campeche sometime in the 1950's.

William Earless Miller, also known as "Punchy" Miller,
formerly an inmate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiary, advised
that Ray took pep pills and disliked Western music. Miller stated
Ray indicated a desire to go to New Orleans and spoke as if he had not
been there before.

WLM:rmr
(14) CONTINUED - OVER
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

A former potential criminal informant of the Kansas City
Office who is now in Leavenworth also knew Ray at Missouri State
Penitentiary. The informant said one Robert Powell wanted Ray to
beat up his girlfriend, Frankie Barbara (phonetic), Doe Run, Missouri,
when Ray got out of prison. This is being checked out.

It has previously been reported that the Postal Inspector
at Los Angeles made available a letter and photograph Ray mailed
through a correspondence club to Patricia K. Anderson in February, 1967.

Anderson has been located and advised she has no knowledge of the
subject except for the letter and photograph she received and gave
the Postal Inspector. She said she was not a member of the correspondence
club and believes her name may have been obtained by the club
from an old magazine subscription list. Efforts are continuing to
identify and locate the other four girls Ray allegedly wrote through
this club.

Local authorities now plan to seek a murder indictment
against Ray by presenting the facts to a grand jury at Memphis on 5/7/68.
The State Attorney General's Office has requested that a representative
of the FBI testify before the grand jury and the Special Agent in
Charge at Memphis will do so.

ACTION:

Extensive investigation is continuing throughout the field
on a top priority basis to locate and apprehend Ray as quickly as
possible.
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NOTE:
See memo Rosen to DeLoach dated 5/2/88, captioned "MURKIN,'"

REL~cs.

The Attorney General May 6, 1968

1 - Mr. McGowan
Director, FBI 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Mr. Martindale
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 - Mr. McDonough

Reports in the captioned matter submittedby our Atlanta,
Birmingham, Los Angeles, and Memphis Offices are being forwarded
to the Civil Rights Division as well as to the United States Attorneyin Birmingham, Alabama.

The Civil Rights Division and the United States Attorney,
Birmingham, are being advised that the reports and/or the contents
thereof should not be disseminated outside the Department or the
office of the United States Attorney at Birmingham.

This is for your information.

1 - The Deputy Attorney General

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

EJM:vea
(9)

NOTE:
See memo Rosen to DeLoach dated 5/2/68, captioned "MURKIN,"

REL:cs.
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NOTE: See .memo Rosen to DeLoach dated 5/2/68, .captioned JMTRN,t?
RELcsa

The Attorney General May 6, 1968

1 - Mr. McGowan
Director, FBI 1 - Mr. Long

1 - Mr. Martindale
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1 Mr. McDonough

Reports in the captioned matter submitted by our Atlanta,
Birmingham, Los Angeles, and Memphis Offices are being forwarded
to the Civil Rights Division as well as to the United States Attorneyin Birmingham, Alabama.

The Civil Rights Division and the United States Attorney,
Birmingham, are being advised that the reports and/or the contents
thereof should not be disseminated outside the Department or the
office of the United States Attorney at Birmingham.

This is for your information.

1 $ The Deputy Attorney General

1 w Mr. Stephen J. Pollak
Assistant Attorney General

EJM:vea
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NOTE:
See memo Rosen to DeLoach dated 5/2/68, captioned "MURKIN,"

REL:cs.
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