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Minute

Mr. DeLoach May 4, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 $ Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. ateGowan 1 - Mr. Gale

1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sullivansir. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the marder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Fostal Inspector at Les Angeles has made available a
letter and photograph Ray mailed to Patricia K. Anderson, Les Angeles,
2/17/08. The letter was written as a result of Anderson's inclusion in
a list called "The Local Swinger" which is comptled by a correspondence
club. Anderson is being located for interview. The letter is set out
below.

"Dear Miss:

Iam assering your listing in The Local Swinger sinceI think Ishare most of your interest, with emphasis on
French cult. and swing sessions. I have just returned
from Mexico after five yrs. and the few females Ihave
met don't go for the swing parties and It takes two to
swing. The same routine gets boring,don't you think.
will close until I here from you.

5-11 - 170 1b. 36 yrs.
"Sincerely

Eric 8. Calt
Owners of "The Local Swinger" recalled Eric Calt had sent

one dollar for a list of swingers and subsequently submitted five letters
for transmittal to persons identified on the list by symbol number. No
record is maintained that would identify the persons the subject wrote
but additional investigation is being conducted in this regard.

WLMivea
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

Both Charles Stein and Rita Stein have stated the above
photograph is the best likeness of the subject they have seen, Identifying
numbers on the back of this Polaroid print indicate the film was manu-
factured in August, 1967.

Gene Turner, Los Angeles "Free Press, # an avant-garde news-
paper, made available the following advertisement placed by Eric s. Galt
by mail on 1/39/68 and printed 2/8/68:

"Single male eaue. 36 yrs. 5-11 - 170 lb, diga Fr. cult.
destre's discreet meeting with passionate married female
for mutual enjoyment, and/or female for swing sessions
apt. forn. will ex. photo.

"Write

Eric s. 406-Se. 2nd. Albambra, 91802.

The address used in the above advertisement is that of a mail
forwarding service subscribed to by Ray. The owner of this service has

previously advised no mail was over received for the subject.

John Larry Ray, subject's brother, it. Louis, has been
reinterviewed and appeared cooperative. He believes the subject started
using servotics in the Army and said he has not seemed right since. He

again dested any knowledge of the subject subsequent to his escape.

Albert Pepper, brother-in-law of the subject, married Ray's
sister, Carol, while Bay was in Missouri State Penitentiary. He denies
ever meeting Ray or having any knowledge of his whereabouts. Pepper
stated he had run off a "Life" magazine reporter with a club,

John Gawron, who previously advised he had taught Ray
burglary, advised that on three occasions while Ray was in Missouri State

Penitentiary, Ray contacted him through Carol to purchase a case of
cold inhalents, probably bensedrine. The inhalents were picked up each
time by an unidentified prison guard who received $100 for each trip.
Gawron also alleged Ray operated a loan racket in prison.
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2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

The Los Angeles Police Department furnished the Los Angeles
Office a letter dated 5/1/68 which was addressed to the Editor in Chief
of the "Los Angeles Times. The letter is typed single spaced and
signed James Ray. The writer stated he has been in the Los Angeles
area but was departing as of the time he mailed the letter, 5/1/68.
He alleged he is sick over having alain King, but states he killed him
for $3,000. He additionally states that he is disgusted with articles
which have been appearing in the press concerning him, particularly
derogatory comments made about him by Warden Harold Sweasen of
the Missouri State Penitentiary and Cathy Norton, a dance instructor who
was quoted as saying that "Tay was clumsy. In the letter be alleges
that while he is remorseful over having slain King he will not go back
to prison again and will kill himself before doing so. The letter does
not indicate where Ray stayed in Les Angeles or what other cities he may
have been in since the assassination.

The letter was flown to the Bureau and examined last night
by the Laboratory and the Identification Division. Significant differences
indicate the James Ray signature probably was not made by James Earl
Ray, however, a definite opinion was precluded by limited questioned
handwriting. No latent fingerprints were developed on the specimens.

Chicago has advised that various news media converged on
Sportsman's Country Club to interview Jerry Ray, brother of
James Earl Ray, and as a result Jerry left his employment. Be has
contacted the Chicago Office, stating he plans to visit other relatives
in Missouri for three or four days and will probably return to his
employment thereafter when news media interest has abated.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing to locate Ray as
quickly as possible.
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MEMO

Mr. DeLoach May 4, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLeach 1 - Mr. Mohr
A. Rosen I - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Bishop

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Conrad
MURKIN 1 - Mr. MeGowan 1 - Mr. GaleD Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Sellivan

1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Trotter
1 - Mr. Martindale

This case involves the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
The Postal Inspector at Los Angeles has made available a

letter and photograph Ray mailed to Patricia K. Anderson, Les Angeles,
2/17/68. The letter was written as a result of Anderson's inclusion in
a list called "The Local Swinger" which is compiled by a correspondence
club. Anderson is being located for interview. The letter is set out
below.

"Dear Miss:

"I am ansering your listing in The Local Swinger sinceI think Ishare most of your interest, with emphasis on
French cult. and swing sessions. I have just returned
from Mexico after five yrs. and the few females I have
met don't go for the swing parties and it takes two to
swing. The same routine gets boring,don't you think.
will close until I here from you.

"5-11 - 170 1b. 36 yrs.
"Sincerely

Exte & Calt
Owners of "The Local Swinger" recalled Eric Galt had sent

one dollar for a list of swingers and subsequently submitted five letters
for transmittal to persons identified on the list by symbol number. No
record is autiotained that would Identify the persons the subject wrote
but additional investigation is being conducted in this regard.
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Memorandum to Mir. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Both Charles Stein and Rita Stein have stated the above
photograph is the best likeness of the subject they have seen. Identifying
numbers on the back of this Polaroid print indicate the film was manu-
factured in August, 1967.

Gene Turner, Les Angeles "Free Press, " an avant-garde news-
paper, made available the following advertisement placed by Eric a. Gall
by mail on 1/30/08: and printed 2/8/68:

"Single male caue. 36 yrs. 5-11 - 170 lb, digs Fr. cult.
desire's discreet meeting with passionate married female
for mutual enjoyment, and/or female for swing sessions
apt. forn. will ex. photo.

Write

Eric s. 400-Se. 2nd. Alhambra, 91802.

The address used in the above advertisement is that of a mail
forwarding service subscribed to by Ray. The owner of this service has
previously advised no mail was ever received for the subject.

John Larry Ray, subject's brother, St. Louis, has been
reinterviewed and appeared cooperative. He believes the subject started
using narcoties in the Army and said he has not seemed right since. Re
again denied any knowledge of the subject subsequent to his escape.

Albert Pepper, brother-in-law of the subject, married Ray's
sister, Carol, while Ray was in Missouri State Penitentiary. He denies
ever meeting Ray or having any knowledge of his whereabouts. Pepper
stated he had run off a "Life" magnaine reporter with a club,

John Gawron, who previously advised he had taught Ray
burglary, advised that on three occasions while Ray was in Missouri State
Penitentiary, Ray contacted his through Carol to purchase a case of
cold Inhalents, probably benzedrine. The inhalents were picked up each
time by an unidentified prison guard who received $100 for each trip.
Gawron also alleged Ray operated a loan racket in prison.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLeach
RE: MURKIN

The Les Angeles Police Department furnished the Los Angeles
Office a letter dated 5/1/08 which was addressed to the Editor in Chief
of the "Los Angeles Times. The letter is typed single spaced and
signed James Ray. The writer stated he has been in the Les Angeles
area but was departing as of the time he mailed the letter, 5/1/68.
He alleged he is sick over having slain King, but states he killed him
for $3, 000. He additionally states that he is disgusted witharticles
which have been appearing in the press concerning him, particularly
derogatory comments made about him by Warden Harold Swensen of
the Missouri State Penitentiary and Cathy Norton, a dance Instructor who
was quoted as saying that "Ray was clumsy." In the letter he alleges
that while he is remorseful over having slain King he will not go back
to prisonagain and will kill himself before doing so. The letter does
not indicate where Ray stayed in Les Angeles or what other cities he may
have been in since the assassination.

The letter was flown to the Bureau and examined last night
by the Laboratory and the Identification Division. Significant differences
indicate the James Ray signature probably was not made by James Earl
Ray, however, a definite opinion was precluded by limited questioned
handwriting. No latent fingerprints were developed on the specimens.

Chicago has advised that various news media converged on
Sportsman's Country Club to interview Jerry Ray, brother of
James Earl Ray, and as a result Jerry left his employment. He has
contacted the Chicago Office, stating he plans to visit other relatives
in Missouri for three or four days and will probably return to his
employment thereafter when news media interest has abated.

ACTION:

Vigorous investigation is continuing to locate Ray as
quickly as possible.
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Mr. Conrad May 3, 1968

W. D. Griffith

MURKIN
CR

The Bureau has received a picture post card
postmarked "SAINT PAUL MINN APR 29 '68" addressed to
"F.B.I., Washington, D.C." This card is hand printed
and handwritten and bears the message "Happy Hunting
Sincerely Eric Galt."

It was concluded that the handwriting and hand
printing appearing on the post card referred to above
were not prepared by James Earl Ray, the subject in this
case.

The above described material has been forwarded
to the Latent Fingerprint Section for appropriate examina-
tion.

Recommendation: None. For information.

1 - Mr. Mohr
1 - Mr. Deloach
D - Mr. Rosen (Mr. Long 2260)
1 - Mr. Conrad
1 - Mr. Griffith
1 - Mr. Mortiner
1 - Lab File
JHM:AW (7)
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I• D. Griffith 
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The Bureau bas received a. pi~ture post. card 
posttna,:iced "SAINT PAUL KIQ APR 19 '68" addressed to. 
"I" ,n .x., l'ashincton, D .c." Thia caret is ba11cl printed 
anclhandwritten and bears the lMsAge "Happy- Bunting 
Sincerely kic·Ga1t." -

It •aa concluded that the baDClffitillg and band 
printipg: appearinc on the post ca~cl referred to·above 
ffre aot- prepand by Jauaes Earl aa,,. the· subject ill this 
caa•~-

The. above desc~ibed material bas been forwarded 
to the. Latent fingerprint, Section tor apprc>prlat• examina­
tion. 

1 - Mr. Mohr 
1. - Mr. Deloach 

(J):_ llr. Rosen (llr. ~- 2260) 
1. - Mr •. Conrad. 
l - Mr. Griffith 
1 - Ir. Mortimer-
1 - tab •rile · 
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folder
Mr. Bishop 5/3/68

M. A. Jones

JERRY O'LEARY AND
"THE READER'S DIGEST"

MARTIN LUTHER KING INVESTIGATION
Long

Jerry O'Leary, a very friendly and reliable contact of
the Bureau with "The Evening Star, "has advised that he has been
contacted by "The Reader's Digest" on the possibility of writing a
story regarding the Martin Luther King case for the July, 1968,
issue of "The Reader's Digest." O'Leary has been the author of
two outstanding articles on the Director.

O'Leary said that the officials of "The Reader's Digest"still remember very vividly that itwas an article in the November,
1960, issue of their magazine which led to the apprehension of Joseph
Corbett, Jr. --the kidnap-murderer of Adolph Coors III. We, of
course, cooperated with "The Reader's Digest" in the preparation of that
article; and "The Reader's Digest" has told O'Leary that they are hopeful
a similarly effective article concerning the fugitive in the King case can
be published.

According to O'Leary, "The Reader's Digest" feels that
the search for James Earl Ray contains many of the same elements as
did the search for Joseph Corbett, Jr. --in that both cases involve a
"loner" who used fictitious names and backgrounds to conceal true identity.
With a multimillion circulation in the United States, Canada, Mexico and
other countries, "The Reader's Digest" feels it may be able to stage a
repeat of the success which followed its 1960 article on the Coors case.

If James Ray is still at large when the July, 1968, issue.
of "The Reader's Digest" goes to press, the magazine would like to publish
an article setting forth brief facts of the King case and extensive data
regarding Ray's background and character which might prove helpful in
turning him up. If Ray is apprehended prior to mid-June, 1968, when the
July issue of "The Reader's Digest" is printed, the magazine would, of
course, change its approach to the article.

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 Mr. Rosen CONTINUED - OVER
1 - Mr. Bishop 1 C. L. McGowan

GWG:cs/nls (8)

..,I 

Mr. Blahop 

M.A. Jones 

JERRY O'LEARY AND 
''THE READER'S DIGEST" 

' -

MARTIN LUTHER KING INVESTIGATION, 

5/1/18 
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Jerry O'Leary, a very friendly and reliable contact, of ' 
th4t Bui-ea with "TH· Ewnlrlg star, "baa advlaect that he baa been 
contacted bf· '1The. Reader1a Dlaeat" on. the poulblllty·of wrltiJlg a. 
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article; and "Tile Reader'• Dlceat" has told O'Leary tut they are hopeful 
a almllarlJ effectlve artlcle.concenilnc the .fugltlve 1n the King cue can 
be publlabed. 

.Accordlnc to O'Lea17, "The .. Reader'• Dlpst'• feels that' • 
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Jones to Bishop memo
Re: Jerry O'Leary and "The Reader's Digest"

RECOMMENDATION:

That we cooperate with Jerry O'Leary and "The Reader's
Digest" on this article to the extent of making available previously
published information regarding the King investigation and factual
information regarding James Earl Ray's character and background. In
view of the many unfactual and speculating-type articles which have been
published regarding this case by others, it is felt that such guidance is
necessary in order to assure that "The Reader's Digest" article will be
accurate and, thereby, of maximum benefit.

- 2 -
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Re: Jerry-O'Leary and ''The Reader's Digest" 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That we cooperate with Jerry o•Leary and ''The Reader's 
Digest" on this article to the extent of. making, available previously 
published information regarding the King investigation and factual 
information regarding, James Earl Ray ts character· and background. In 
view· of the many unfactual and speculatlng·-type articles which have been 
published regarding this case by others, it is felt that such guidance is 
necessary in order to assure that ''The Reader's Digest" article will be· 
accurate and, thereby, of maximum benefit. 
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Mr. DeLoach May 3, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Martindale
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Mohr

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Bishop
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Conrad

1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Gale
1 Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 1 Mr. Trotter

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

SAC Wesley Grapp of the Los Angeles Office has telephonically
furnished the following information.

The Los Angeles Police Department has just furnished to the
Los Angeles Office a letter dated 5/1/68 postmarked in Los Angeles and
addressed and mailed to the Editor in Chief of the "Los Angeles Times"
newspaper in Los Angeles, California. The letter is typed single spaced
and purportedly signed by James Ray.

In the letter the writer states that he has been in the Los Angeles
area but was departing Los Angeles as of the time he mailed the letter.
He alleges that he is sick over having slain King but states he killed him
for $3,000. He additionally states that he is disgusted with articles
which have been appearing in the press concerning him, particularly
derogatory comments made about him by Warden Harold Swensen of the
Missouri State Penitentiary and Cathy Norton, a dance instructor who
was quoted as saying that "Ray was clumsy." In the letter he alleges
that while he is remorseful over having slain King he will not go back
to prison again and will kill himself before doing so. The letter does
not indicate where Ray stayed in Los Angeles or what other cities he may
have been in since the assassination.

SAC Grapp stated that while it is not known whether the letter
is legitimate or a crank letter, it is being forwarded to the Bureau
immediately by commercial aircraft for appropriate Laboratory examination
to determine if, in fact, it was written by Ray.
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This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
, ... , 

SAC Wesley Grapp of the Los Angeles Office has telephonically 
furnished the following information. , 

The Los Ange1es Police Department has just furnished to the 
Los Angeles Oifice a letter dated 5/1/68 postmarked in Los Angeles and 
addressed and mailed to the Editor in Chief of the "Los Angeles Times" 
newspape1• in Los Angeles, California. The letter is typed single spaced 
i)nd purportedly signed by James Ray. 

In the letter the writer states that he has been in the Los Angeles 
area but was departing Los Angeles as of the time he mailed the letter. 
He alleges that he is sick over having slain King but states he killed him · 
for $3, 000. He additionally states that he is disgusted with articles 
which have bean appearing in the press concerning him, particularly 

· derogatory comments made about him by Warden Harold Swensen of the 
Missouri State Penitentiary and Cathy Norton, a dance instructor who 
was quoted as saying that "Ray was clumsy." In the letter he alleges 
that while he is remorseful over having slain King he will not go back 
to prison again and will kill himself before doing so. The letter does 
not indicate where Ray stayed in Los Angeles or what other cities he may 
have been in since the assassination. 

SAC Grapp stated that while it is not knovm whether the letter 
is legitimate or a crank letter, it is being forwarded to the Bureau 
immediately by commercial aircraft for appropriate Laboratory examination 
to determine if, in fact, it was written by Ray. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Los Angeles is immediately conducting appropriate investigation
including contacts of all train and bus depots, airports and car rental
agencies as well as informants.

The Laboratory has been alerted and the letter will be

immediately examined upon its arrival.

ACTION:

You will be kept advised of all pertinent developments.

2
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Memorandum to 1'.iro DeLoach 
RE: MlJRKIN 
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Los Angeles is immediately conducting appropriate investigation 
including contacts of all train and bus depots;· airports and car rental 
agencies as well as informants. 

The Laboratory has been alerted and the letter will be 
immediately examined upon its arrival. 

ACTION: 

You villl be kept advised of all pertinent developments. 

' ' '. 
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Mr. DeLoach May 3, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Martindale
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MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Conrad
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This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

SAC Wesley Grapp of the Los Angeles Office has telephonically
furnished the following information.

The Los Angeles Police Department has just furnished to the
Los Angeles Office a letter dated 5/1/68 postmarked in Los Angeles and
addressed and mailed to the Editor in Chief of the "Los Angeles Times"
newspaper in Los Angeles, California. The letter is typed single spaced
and purportedly signed by James Ray.

In the letter the writer states that he has been in the Los Angeles
area but was departing Los Angeles as of the time he mailed the letter.
He alleges that he is sick over having slain King but states he killed him
for $3,000. He additionally states that he is disgusted with articles
which have been appearing in the press concerning him, particularly
derogatory comments made about him by Warden Harold Swensen of the
Missouri State Penitentiary and Cathy Norton, a dance instructor who
was quoted as saying that "Ray was clumsy.' In the letter he alleges
that while he is remorseful over having slain King he will not go back
to prison again and will kill himself before doing so. The letter does
not indicate where Ray stayed in Los Angeles or what other cities he may
have been in since the assassination.

SAC Grapp stated that while it is not known whether the letter
is legitimate or a crank letter, it is being forwarded to the Bureau
immediately by commercial aircraft for appropriate Laboratory examination
to determine if, in fact, it was written by Ray.
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SAC Wesley Grapp of the Los Angeles Office h~"telephonicaliy 
furnished the following information. · . · - · .. ,, . 

The Los Angeles Police Department has just furnished to the 
Los Angeles Office a letter dated 5/1/68 postmarked in Los Angeles and 
addressed and malled to the Editor in Chief of the "Los Angeles Times" 
newspa~r in Los Angeles, California. The letter is typed single.spaced 
;md purportedly signed by James Ray. 

In the letter the writer states that he has been in tho L-0s Angeles 
area but was departing Los Angeles as of the time he mailed the letter. 
He alleges that he is sick over having slain King but states he kille~ him · · 
for $3, OOOo He additionally states that he is disgusted with articles 
which have been appearing in the press concerning him, particularly 

· derogatory comments made about him by Warden Harold s,vensen of the 
1.ilssouri State Penitentiary and Cathy Norton, a dance instructor who 
was quoted as saying that "Ray was clumsy. " In the letter he alleges 
that while he is remorseful over having slain King he will not go back 
to prison again and will kill himself bafore doing so. The letter does 
not indicate where Ray stayed in ·Los Angeles or what other· cities he may 
have been in since the assassination. 

SAC Grapp stated that while it is not known whether the lette,r 
is legitimate or a crank letter, it is being forwarded to the Bureau 
immediately by commercial aircraft for appropriate Laboratory exat¢natioh 
to determine if, in fact, it was written by Ray. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Los Angeles is immediately conducting appropriate investigation
including contacts of all train and bus depots, airports and car rental
agencies as well as informants.

The Laboratory has been alerted and the letter will be

immediately examined upon its arrival.

ACTION:

You will be kept advised of all pertinent developments.
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Memorandum to Mro DeLoach 
RE: l,IDRKIN 

Los Angeles is immediately conducting appropriate investigation 
including contacts of all train and bus depots; airports and car rental 
agencies as well as informants. 

The Laboratory has been alerted and the letter will be . . ... 
immediately exa1nined upon its arrival. 

ACTION: 

You will be kept advised of all pertinent developments. 
. ' ,. 
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May 3, 1968

Mr. Bishop:

RE: BOOKS BY LAN FLEMBING
AUTHOR OF THE JAMES BOND SERIES

Pursuant to Mr. DeLoach's instructions, we have
checked the February, 1968, edition of "Paperbound Books in
Print," as well as the 1967 edition of "Books in Print," and have
determined that Ian Flemming is the author of the following 18
books:

1. Casino Royale 10. Man With The Golden Gun
2. Chitty-Chitty-Bang-Bang 11. Moonraker
3. The Diamond Smugglers 12. More Gilt-Edged Bonds
4. Diamonds Are Forever 13. Octopussy
5. Doctor No 14. On Her Majesty's Secret Service
6. For Your Eyes Only 15. Spy Who Loved Me.
7. From Russia With Love 16. Thrilling Citids
8. Goldfinger 17. Thunderball
9. Live & Let Die 18. You Only Live Twice

In connection with the Martin Luther King case, there
has been some speculation that James Earl Ray concocted the alias
of Eric Starvo Galt by combining the names of characters from Ian
Flemming books and from the book "Atlas Shrugged" by Ayn Rand.
This speculation is based upon the fact that in Ian Flemming's series
of James Bond books, an individual named Ernst Stavro Blofeld is one
of the most formidable adversaries who confronts James Bond. Ernst
Stavro Blofeld, for example, appears in "Thunderball, " "On Her Majesty's
Secret Service!! and elsewhere in the James Bond series. It will be
noted, however, that there is a significant difference between Eric
Starvo Galt and Ernst Stavro Blofeld.

Ayn Rand's book "Atlas Shrugged" was published in 1957
and is more than 1, 100 pages long. The book begins on page 1with the
question, "Who is John Galt?" (Galt is characterized in this book as a
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May 3, 1968 

Mr. Bishop: 

' "'' RE: BOOKS BY IAN FLE~G . , 
.AUTHOR OF· THE JAMES BOND SERIES 

Pursuant to Mr. DeLoach's Instructions, we have 
checked the February,_ 1968, edition of "Paperbound Books in 
Pru.it, " as well as the 1967 edltlon of "Books ln Print, n and have 
determined that- Ian Fle~ ls the author of the following 18 
books: 

1. Casino Royale. 
2. Chltty-Chltty-Bang-Bang 
3. The Diamond Smugglers 
4. Diamonds J,.r~ Forever 
5·.. Doctor No 
6. For Your- Eyes Only· 
'l. From. Russia Wlth Love 
8. Goldfinger-
9. Live&· Let r~i~ 

10. Man With The Golden_ Gun 
1.1. Moonraker 
12.- More Gilt-Edged Bonds 
13·, Octopussy 
14 •. On Her Majesty's Secret Service 
15. Spy Who Loved Me. 
16. Thrilling Citets· 
1 '1. Thunderball. 
18. You Only Live Twice 

, In connection with the Martin Luther King case, there 
has been some speculation that James Earl Ray concocted the alias 
o! Erie Starvo Galt by combining the names of.characters from Ian 
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Informal Memo
RE: BOOKS BY IAN FLEMMING

social "drop-out."- a person who has withdrawn from society
because he resents the "leeches" who habitually take from, but
do not contribute to, the body politic.) It is interesting to note
that a person named Eric Starnes also is mentioned in "Atlas
Shrugged. On 321 of this book, a chief of police in Louisiana
is quoted as stating as follows about the Starnes family:

"There's all sorts of human beings to see in the world,
there's murderers and criminal maniacs--but, somehow, I
think these Starnes persons are what decent people shouldn't
have to see. They're a bad sort Yes, they're still here in
town--two of them, that is. The third one is dead. Suicide.
That was four years ago. Its an ugly story's He was the youngest
of the three, Eric Starnes. He was one of those chronic young men
who go around whining about their sensitive feelings, when they're well
past forty "

The name Eric Starnes-appearing in a book which starts
off with the question "Who is John Galt?"--could prompt some persons
to say that James Earl Ray concocted the name Eric Starvo Galt after
reading Ayn Rand's "Atlas Shrugged", and that this alias has nothing to do
with any of the characters in Ian Flemming's books. Furthermore, these
persons could say similarities do exist between James Earl Ray's family
and the family of Eric Starnes as described on page 321 of "Atlas
Shrugged." Confronted with the above-cited quotation from "Atlas
Shrugged," some of these same persons undoubtedly would insist that
RBI fugitive James Earl Ray (like Eric Starnes) has committed suicide.
(On the other hand, significant differences can be pointed out between
Eric Starnes and James Ray. For example, Eric Starnes is described
as the youngest of the Starnes; whereas, James Earl Ray was the oldest
child in his family.

Attached are lists of the names which appear in 14 of the
18 Ian Flemming books. The other four Ian Fleming books (Thrilling
Cities, If "Octopussy, " "More Gilt-Edged Bonds" and "Chitty-Chitty-Bang-
Bang") are not available in Washington book stores, including stores
dealing in paperback books. If desired, we will ask the New York Office
to attempt to run down copies of these four books in that city.

M. A. Jones
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M. A. Jones to Bishop. Informal Memo 
RE: BOOKS BY IAN' FLEMM:ING 

soclal. ''drop~out!'--a person who has withdrawn from society' 
because he resents the "leeches.'' who habitually take from, but 
do not contribute to, the body polltic. ) It ls Ulterestlng to note 
that a person named Eric starnes also ls mentioned ln "Atlas 
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ls quoted as stating as follows about· the Starnes. family: 

''There's all sorts ot human beings to see ln the world, 
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CASINO ROYALE

By Ian Fleming

Characters: Page No. Characters: Page No.

James Bond 7 Zographos 16

Le Chiffre 7 N. B. 16.
Miss Fairchild 8 Cypher 17

Monsieur le Vicomte Alsace Lorraine 17

de Villorin 8 Strasbourg 17

Duclos 8 Archivist 18

Monsieur Xavier 8 Smyert Shpionam 18

Dasilva 9 M.W.D. 18

Clements 9 NKV.D 18

Messrs. Caffery 9 Trotsky 18

Fawcett 9 Hitler 18

M. 10
Goytchev 19

The Number 13 Garrad-Jones 19

Herr Nummer 13 Petchora 19

Herr Ziffer 13 Donovan 19

Smersh 13 Harthrop-Vane 19

Leningrad Section III 13 Elizabeth Dumont 19
Station P. 15
Deauville 16 Ventnor 19

Le Touquet 16 Mace 19
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"Diamonds are Fore "

Galland Sergeant Dankwaerts Kriendler Brothers

Sillitoe Sergeant Lobiniere C. V. Whitney

Daker Mister Grunspan William Woodward, Jr.

M. Willy Behrens Come Again

James Bond George Feyer Pray Action

Jacoby Michael Tree, wa Shady Tree Raymond Loewy

Bronsteen Tommy Armour Jimmy Cannon

Bill Seraffimo Spang Jersey Lily

Sefton Delmer Edgar Hoover Lily Langtry

Lil W. Winter Novelty

DeBeers Mike Hammer Iron Mask

Ronnie Vallance Rocky Mauve Decade

Rufus B. Saye, wa Jack Spang Felix Leiter Colonel E. R. Bradley

Miss Moneypenny Shy Smile Al Vanderbuilt

Buggsy Siegel Pickapepper Jock Whitney

Peter Franks Smersh Bill Winfrey

Tiffany Case ABC Native Dancer
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"Diamonds are Forever

Lucy Luciano Belair. Stud Mr. Lucian

Kid Tatters Mr. Weiss Suet Face

T. Bell, aka - Tingaling Bell Windy Wint Frasso

Lame-Brain Pissaro Boofy Kidd McGonigle

Rosy Budd Ernie Cuneo Captain Hook

Sunny Jim Fitzsimmons Jack Entratter B. Kitteridge

"Chicago", O'Brien Bobby Bilbo Mr. Rothblatt
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"The Diamond Smugglers"

Ian Fleming Sir Percy Sillitoe

Sir Reginald Leeper Sir Ernest Oppenheimer

Mr. Swart Major General J. A. Brink

Brigadier Rademeyer Mr. Justice Claasens

Volk - father & son Bill Syer

Bernard Nealon Philip Oppenheimer

John Blaize Fuchs

"old" Chief LeBeers

Cecil Rhodes Kimberley Diamond Mines

Williamson Van Blommestein & Birt

Somerset Maugham Graham Greene

Eric Ambler Tim Patterson

Charles Hallam Piet Willers

Protection officer du Raan T. S. Patterson

Prospector Katze Blake

Mr. Louwrens Davis

Sergeant Cilliers de Graaf

Andries Coetzze Mrs. Coetzze

Alexander Foote Christine Granville

Alphonse Sammy Silberstein

Desmond Captain van der Westhuisen

X Charlie
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"The alamond Smugglers"

Johnny Clausewitz

William Percival Radley ("Tony") Harry Openheimer

Donald Miles Kutze

Karl Groffelaar

Smith Patrick Sullivan

Mr Henry Orford (Mrs.) Leiser Weitman

Blaize John Gundry

Bernard Nealon Commissioner Bill Syer

Security Chief Harry Morgan Willy Rosen

Lisl Rosen Sillitoe

Finkle Delores

Senator Witherspoon (Honourable William N.)

Miss Dorothy Cooper Dean's Bar ( the bar of Tangier)

Mr. P. M. R. Willis Harry Morgan

Johnson's HOTEL Henry Brasseur

Ardayast Powanlian Kheir \
British Consul, David Mitchel British Ambassador, Mr. Capper

American Charge d'Affaires, Frank Wile

Max Pop Robert Johnson

Francis Gballeit (name omitted: I. F.)

Arthur Sherman President Tubman

Belcher Sir Ernest Oppenheimer

Sir Herbert Cox Lyall

Monsieur Diamant Philip Schreiber
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The Diamond Smugglers"

Amschel Benny Engel Solomon Cukrowicz

M. Lallet David Gollansky

M. Mario Pinci Alahaji Mustafa Ibrahim

Alio Giwa Mike Collins

Nathan Ascher Glatt R. F. Sheldon

Dr. H. P. Lowe Mr. H. Rogers

H. J. Browning (Mr.) Harras
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"Doctor No"

James Bond Waygood Otis

Commander John Strangways Clausewitz

M Girl Tarzan

Bill Templar Julius No

Miss Mary Trueblood Joe

Stoker Smith Lemmy

James Molony Gladys

Miss Moneypenny King George VI

Dr. Peter Steincrohn H

Major Boothroyd Nanny

Quarrel

Miss Annabel Chung

Sir Hugh Foot

Mr. Pleydell-Smith

Miss Longfellow

Miss Taro

Dr. No

Ben Gibbons

Josiah Smith

Honeychile Rider

Limey

Sister Rose

Sister Lily
Mr. and Mrs. John Bryce
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FOR YOUR EYES ONLY BY: IAN FLEMING

CHARACTERS: PAGE #

Albert 8 Chloe Mr. James

Sid 8
Wally 8 Colonel Havelock Dick Tracy
Louise 8
Elise 8 Batista Rose Marie
Lise 8
James Bohd 9 Castro Colonel Johns

Harry 10
Michelin 10 Jimmy Farquharson Haversack
Maxim 10
Donatienne 11 Ursula Walther PPK

Solange 11
Fouquet 11 Aschenheim Burns Martin
Number 765 13
Mary Ann Russell 13 Bill Monty
HQ 13
M 13 Judy Ethan Allen
Head of Station 13
Head of F 13 Agatha Robina Hood

Mary Anns Fayprince Judy Havelock

Rattray Henriques Harvey Millers

007 Oliver Cromwell Mrs. Harvey Miller

Colonel Schreiber King Charles Godalming

Bates Feddens Cheltenham

John O'Hara II Major Gonzales Tunbridge Wells

Commander Major Governor

Einstein Content Philip Masters

Proctor Joshua Rhoda Llewellyn

Station F Pandora Lady Burford

SHAPE Fifth Sea Lord Tatters Fall
S

Mrs. Havelock Station C Rhoda Maxters

Pyramus Harmerstoin Whitehall

Thisbe von Harnerstein Fate

Daphnis Edgar Hoover Albergo Colonba D'oro
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FOR YOUR EYES ONLY BY: IAN FLEMING

Signor Kristatos Mrs. Elizabeth Krest

Alfredo Liz Krest

Ronnie Vallance Fatty Arbuckle

Allen Dulles Mr. Abendana

Santos Professor Hildebrand

The Dove Sir Galahad

Enrico Colombo

Lisl Baum

Van Cleef

Byron

Brigitte Bardot

JB

Greta X Garbo

Mr. Toad

Mario

Albergo Daniell

Fidelo Barbey
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"From Russia With Love"

Donovan Grant Litvinoff

"Red" Grant Madame Kollontai

Krassno Granitsky Sorge

"Granit" Rene Mathis

Dr. Baumgarten Mendes-France

Colonel Boris Colonel of State Security Nikitin

Colonel Arkady Fotoyev James Bond

Lt. Col. Nikolai Godlovsky Drax

General Ivan Aleksandrovitch Serov Queen of England

Colonel General Grubozaboyschikov Churchill

Lt. General Slavin Colonel Klebb

Lt. General Vozdvishensky Kronsteen

Admiral Radford Makharov

Comrade Bulganin Rosa Klebb

Comrade Khrushchev Fouche

Gouzenko Corporal Tatiana Romanova

Fuchs Professor Deniken

Tokaev May

Khoklov Paymaster Captain Troop

Petrov Burgess

Maclean

M.
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Miss Moneypenny Boris Kerim

Miss Case Melchior Benz

Carko Kerim Kurt Goldfarb

Lermontov Tito

Eric Ambler Stefan Trempo

Swaine "Tempo"

Adeney Captain Norman Nash

Wilkinson Wilbur Frank

Loelia Ponsonby Comtesse Metterstein

Lil Rosa Malheur

Kerim Bey

Cecil Beaton

Croesus

David Somerset

Caroline Somerset

Bianco

Major Dansey

Gyllius

Vavra

Krilencu

Zora

Vida
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GOLDFINGER
by Ian Fleming

James Bond p7

Blackwell p8

Schwab p9

Santos p10

Junius Du Pont p12

Brooks Brothers p12

Bill's on the Beach p 15

Charlie Goren p 17

Johnny Crawford p 17

Auric Goldfinger p 18-19

Charles Laughton p 19

Henry VIII p 19

Mr. Armour p 24

Jill Masterton p 34

M p 36

Miss Moneypenny p 40

Colonel Smithers p 41

Sassoon p 41

Ellerman p 41

Lord Cowdray p 41

Rothschilds, Barings, Hambros p 41

Williamson p 41

Oppenheimer p 41

Boris Anrep p 42

Hopton Wood p 43

Miss Philby p 46

Mrs. Flake p 46
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Goldfin r -2-

Alfred Blacking p 57 Miss Pussy Galore p 140
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Cecil P. 57 St. George p 155

Farquharson p 58 Jim Colossimo p 157

Hawker p 59 Johnny Torrio
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Homer p 70 Al Capone
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Tilly Masterton p 125 Q.M. p 176

Saint Peter p 129 O'Brien

Sam p 130 Edgar Hoover p 177
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Mr. Gold p 140 Raymond Chandler

Helmut M. Springer p 140 Cellini p 184

Jed Midnight p. 140 Einstein

Billy (The Grinner) Ring Weathership Charlie p 188

Jack Strap Dutch Schuyts P 55

Mr. Solo Napoleon, Hitler p 25
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"Live and Let Die"

James Bond Mr. Halloran
Total: 27 characters

Grady Captain Dexter
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MEMO

Mr. DeLoach May 3, 1968

1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - Mr. Martindale
A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen 1 - Mr. Mohr

1 - Mr. Malley 1 - Mr. Bishop
MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Conrad

1 - Mr. Long 1 - Mr. Gale
1 - Mr. McDonough 1 - Mr. Sullivan

1 - Mr. Trotter

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.

SAC Wesley Grapp of the Los Angeles Office has telephonically
furnished the following information.

The Los Angeles Police Department has just furnished to the
Los Angeles Office a letter dated 5/1/68 postmarked in Los Angeles and
addressed and mailed to the Editor in Chief of the "Los Angeles Times"
newspaper in Los Angeles, California. The letter is typed single spaced
and purportedly signed by James Ray.

In the letter the writer states that he has been in the Los Angeles
area but was departing Los Angeles as of the time he mailed the letter.
He alleges that he is sick over having slain King but states he killed him
for $3, 000. He additionally states that he is disgusted with articles
which have been appearing in the press concerning him, particularly
derogatory comments made about him by Warden Harold Swensen of the
Missouri State Penitentiary and Cathy Norton, a dance instructor who
was quoted as saying that "Ray was clumsy. In the letter he alleges
that while he is remorseful over having slain King he will not go back
to prison again and will kill himself before doing so. The letter does
not indicate where Ray stayed in Los Angeles or what other cities he may
have been in since the assassination.

SAC Grapp stated that while it is not known whether the letter
is legitimate or a crank letter, it is being forwarded to the Bureau
immediately by commercial aircraft for appropriate Laboratory examination
to determine if, in fact, it was written by Ray.
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach
RE: MURKIN

Los Angeles is immediately conducting appropriate investigation
including contacts of all train and bus depots, airports and car rental
agencies as well as informants.

The Laboratory has been alerted and the letter will be
immediately examined upon its arrival.

ACTION:

You will be kept advised of all pertinent developments.
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Dear Edit

By the time that you get this letter I wont be in Los Angeles no longer.I am going to leave this city and go somewhere where no body is ever going
to find me. There is no use for you to go to all the trouble of finding
where I sent this or anything because since I killed the nigger leader
and came out here I have not talked to any one and no body knows that I was
ever here.
While I was in Los Angeles I went to see the movie In Cold Blood and I got
all shook up and felt real bad because of the terrible crime that was done
in Kanses & few years ago. I got real sick for myself too because I realzed
what I had done and that is why I am writting to you right now. I want you
to put this in the papers or give it to the FBI. because I want you to know
how misserable I Did you know that the day after I killed King thatI was so sick about what I had done that I actually threw up all over &
hotel room? I am so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over
the place I am sure that someday I still might get caught. I am afraid
to look at anyone in the face anymore because I am afraid that they know
who I am and they will tell the police. I will kill myself before I will
get caught for I will never again spendmany time in no damn prison. But
the reason that I an writting you this letter now, is because that I have
to lot someone know how x I really feel about what I did.
First of all I want to toll you that the only reason I did it was for
money. If you really want to know I was hired to do it for $3,000 dollars
which seemed like a hell of a lot of money. I always hated Martin King
like a lot of people do but it was because he was a rebal rouser and because
he tried to make a bunch of inferior people (the negroes) as good as every
other american white person and even college professors have said that that
is not true. Anyways I only did it for the money. I hate alot of people in
the world like Cathy Norton who said I was clumsey in the newspapers, and
some of the other son of a bitches who now want to put there two damn cents
in every magazine saying what & rotton guy I am. But when they say it I
promise myself that I will kill them to for saying those things about me.
Why they didn't even know me, how can they say those things about me?
The same goes for Harold Swensen. He never took the time of day to give
a dann about me. But now they all think they are big shots in the papers
and magazines. They all make me sick. They are all a bunch ofphonies andif I ever get caught I can tell a few stories about some of those guys
at the Missouri Penitentary that would really shake some people up, just
like I could tell you some things about the whites and niggers in those
civil rights marches that you wouldn't believe. The whole thing is phoney.
But I'm still sorry for what -I have done for I once said to myself whenI planned the job in Alton for which I got about two thousand dollars that
I would never ever kill anybody. And now I killed a guy, and even thoughI hatted him with all my heart and for what he stood for I' would never
do it again for even & million dollars. I.am really sorry forwhat I have
done. Somehow I hope it will be straightened around and I can pay some

body back for what I did.
I just got all the rest of my $3,000 dollars today and am leaving the
place where I am at. But I am 100% positive that nobody could ever find
me or recognize me in a million years. So if I have to leave something to
my country and If you and everybody else in the world want to know my only
thoughts about this whole thing all I can say is I am now sorry. I am

really sorry that I did it at all. I could never kill again.

James Ray

-- 1 Dear Edit, J•, 

I 
I -, 
l By the tico that you get this letter I wont be in Los Angelos no longer. 

I am going to leave this city and go so~ewhero where no body is over going 
to find mo. Thero is no uso for you to go to all the trouble of finding 
where I sent this or anything because since I killed the nigger leader 
and ca:ie out here I have not talked to any one and no body knows that I ~as 
ever: here. 
While I was in Los Angeles I wont to see the movie In Cold Blood and, I got ~-

1 all shook up and felt real bad because of the terrible crime that was done 
in Kanses a few years ago. I got real sick for myself too because I raalzed 
what I had done and that is why I am writting to.you right now. I want you 
to put this in the papers or give it to the FBL because I want you to know 
how 1:1isserable Lam • Did ycu know that tho day after I killed King that 
I was so sick about what I had done that I actually threw up all over a 
hotel room?· I am so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over 
the place I ar:i sure that so:o.eday I_ still eight get caught. I run afraid 
to look at anyone in the face an~ore because I am afraid th~t they know 
who I e.?n and they will tell the police. I wHl kill myself before I will 
get caught for I will nover again spend:,.any tice in no damn prison. But 
the reason that I en writtingyou this letter now, is because that I have 
to let someone know how x I ncally feel about wha, I did. 
First of all I want to toll you that the only reason I did it was for 
money. If you really want to know I was hired to do ·it eor $;;000 dollars 
which seemed like a hell 06 a lot of =oney. I always hatod Martin King 
like a lot of people do but it was because he was a rebal rouaor and because 

; ,ho tried to make a bunch of inferior peopl~ (the negroes)' as good as every 
I other ~erican white person and oven college professors have said that that 
1 is not true. Anyway; I only did it for the money. I hate alot of people in 
:·- the \lorld like Cathy ?,orton who said I was cl~sey in the newspapers, and 
! some of the other son of a bitches who now wan\ to put there two dru:n cents 

in every magazine saying what a rotton guy I am. But when they say it I 
pro~ise myself that I will kill them to for saying those things about oc. 
iihy they didn't even know me, how can they say thbse things about me? 
The saoe goes for Harold Swensen. He neyer took the time of day to give 
a dru::n about ~e. But now they all think they are big shots in the papers 
and magezines. They all make mo sick. They are· all a bunch_ofphonies and 

I if I ever get caught I can tell a few stories about sooe of those guys 
·- I at tho Missouri Ponitentary that would really shake sa'.lle peplo up, just 
_ I like I could tell you s~e thinzs about the whites and nigeers' in those 

_- 1 civil rights carches that you wouldn1 t believe. The whole thing is phoney. 
I But I 1m still sorry for ~hat-I have done ~or I once said to ~yself when I I planned the job in _.Alton for "'hich I got about two thousand dollars that 
I I would never ever kill ~nybody. And now I killed a f}J-Y, and even though 
; I hatted_hi~ with all cy heart and for what he stood for ! 1 would never 
I do it again for oven a million dclle.rs. I•aa really sorry forwhat I have 

I done. Soo.eho~ l hope it will be straightened around and :t_ can pay some 
body back for what I did. 

I I just got all tho rest of my tf,000 dollars today and'am leaving the 
l place where I am at. But I am 100% positive that nobody could over find 
l me. or recognize ce i'n a x:iilion years• So if I have to leave sooothing to 
l_1:1y country and If you and everybody else in the world want to know 1:2y only-
thoughts about this whole thing·all l can say is I am now sorry. I em. 
really sorry that I did it at all. I could never kill again. 

~ rf?.o.,i<Y 
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Dear

By the time that you get this letter I wont be in Los Angeles no longer.I am going to leave this city and go somewhere where no body is ever going
to find me. There is no use for you to go to all the trouble of finding
where I sent this or anything because since I killed the nigger leader
and came out here I have not talked to any one and no body knows that I was
ever here.
While I was in Los Angeles I wont to see the movie In Cold Blood and I got
all shook up and felt real bod because of the terrible crime that was done
in Kanses a few years ago. I got real sick for myself too because I realzed
what I had done and that is why I am writting to. you right now. I want you
to put this in the papers or give it to the FBI. because I want you to know
how misserable I am Did you know that the day after I killed King that
I was so sick about what I had done that I actually threw up all over &
hotel room? I am so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over
the place I am sure that someday I still might get caught. I am afraid
to look at anyone in the face anymore because I am afraid that they know
who I am and they will tell the police. I will kill myself before I will
get caught for I will nover again spendmany time in no damn prison. But
the reason that I an writting you this letter now, is because that I have
to let someone know how X I really feel about what I did.
First of all I want to tell you that the only reason I did it was for
money. If you really want to know I was hired to do it for $3,000 dollars
which seemed like a hell of & lot of money. I always hated Martin King
like a lot of people do but it was because he was a rebal rouser and because
he tried to make & bunch of inferior people (the negroes) as good as every
other american white person and oven college professors have said that that
is not true. Anyways I only did it for the money. I hate alot of people in
the world like Cathy Norton who said I was clumsey in the newspapers, and
some of the other son of a bitches who now want to put there two damn cents
in every magazine saying what a rotton guy I am. But when they say it I
promise myself that I will kill them to for saying those things about me.
why they didn't even know me, how can they say those things about me?
The same goes for Harold Swensen. He never took the time of day to give
a dann about me. But now they all think they are big shots in the papers
and magazines. They all make me sick. They are all a bunch of phonies andif I ever get caught I can tell a few stories about some of those guys
at the Missouri Penitentary that would really shake some people up, just
like I could tell you some things about the whites and niggers in those
civil rights marches that you wouldn't believe. The whole thing is phoney.
But I'm still sorry for what I have done for I once said to myself when
I planned the job in Alton for which I got about two thousand dollars that
I would never ever kill anybody. And now I killed a guy, and even thoughI hatted him with all my heart and for what he stood for I' would never
do it again for even a million dollars. I am really sorry forwhat I have
done. Somehow I hope it will be straightened around and I can pay some

body back for what I did.
I just got all the rest of my $3,000 dollars today and am leaving the
place where I am at. But I am 100% positive that nobody could ever find
me or recognize me in a million years. So if I have to leave something to
my country and If you and everybody else in the world want to know my only
thoughts about this whole thing all I can say is I am now sorry. I am

really sorry that I did it at all. I could never kill again.

Jomes Ray

By tho tii:no that you g_et this letter I wont be in Los Angeles no longer. 
I am going to leave this city and go somewhere where no body is ever g~ing 
to find co. There is no uso for you to go.to all the trouble of finding 
where I sent this or anything because since I killed the nigger leader 
and ct.l:le out here I have not t~lked to any one and no body knows that I ~as 
evee here. 
While I was in Los Angeles I went to see tho movie In Cold Blood and I got r 

1

\1 all shook up and felt real bad because of th'e terrible crime that w1:1s done 
in Kanses a few years ago. I got real sick for cyself too bocauso I realzed I what I had done and that is why I am writting to.you right now. I want you 
to put this in the papers or give it to the FBI:because I want you to know I how ~isserable I.am. Di~ you know that the day after I killed King that 

I I was so sick about what I_ had done that I actually threw up all over a 
hotel rooQf ·-Ism so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over I tho place I 8.::1 sure that SCX!leday I still ~ight get caught. I am afraid 

I to look at anyone in the face anyr:ore because I am afraid t~t they know 
~ho I am and they will tell the police. I will kill myself before I will 

1
11 

get caught for I will nover again spendoany tice in no damn prison. But 
the reason that I 8Il writting you this letter now, is because that I have 

I 
I to let s<>!!1conc know how x I neally-fcel about wha~ I did. 
~ First of all I want to tell you that tho only reason I did it was for 
i money. If you really want to know I was hired to do it for e;;ooo dollars 
I which seetAed like a hell otr a lot of money. I always hated Martin King 
I like a lot oi people do but it was because he was a rebal rouaor and because 
.he tried to make a bunch of inferior peopl~ (the negroes)· as good as every 
other american white person~nd even college professors have said that that 
is not true. Anywa~ I only did it for the money. I hate alot of people in 

- the world like Cathy Norton who said I was clU?:2sey in the newspapers, and 
! s~o of the other son of a bitches who now wan~ to put there two dat:2n cents 

in every magazine saying what a rotton guy I am. But when they say it I 
promise myself that I will kill them to for saying those things about co. 
Why they didn't even know me, how can they say thd>so things about me? 
The same goes for Harold S~ensen. Ho neyer took. tho time of day to give 
a datin about ~c. But now they all think they are big shots in the papers 
and mag~zines. They all.make me sick. They are all a bunch ofphonies and 

I if I ever get caught I can tell a few stories about sooe of those guys 
~ at tho Missouri Penitentary that would really shake sane peplc up, just 

like I could tell you s~e things about the whites and niggers in those 
civil rights marches that you' wouldn1 t believe. The whole thing is pho:1ey. 
But.I'm still sorry for what I have done for I once said to myself when 
I planned the· job i~ _Alton for which I.got about two thousand dollars that 
I would never ever kill anybody. And now I killed a guy, and even though 

t I hatted him with all mY._ heart ~nd for what he stood for ! 1 would never 
, do it again for even a million dollars. I- am really sorry forwhat I have 

-I done. Someho'I-! l hope it will be straightened around and :C.. can, pay some 
body back for what I did. , 
I just got all the rest of my ~J,000 dollars today and am leaving the 
place where I am at. But I am- 100% positive that nobody could ever find 
me. or recognize me in a miilion years• So if I have to leave SOQething to 
my country and If you and everybody else in the world want to know my only 
thoughts about this whole thing'all.I can say is I am now sorry. I a:o. 
really sorry th~t I did it at all. I could never kill again. 

~ f?_CJA<I' 
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Der. Enitor,

By the time that you get this letter I wont be in Los Angeles no longer.I am going to leave this city and go somewhere where no body is over going
to find me. There is no use for you to go to all the trouble of finding
where I sent this or anything because since I killed the nigger leader
and came out here I have not talked to any one and no body knows that I was
ever here.
While I was in Los Angeles I went to see the movie In Cold Blood and I got
all shook up and felt real bad because of the terrible crime that was done
in Kanses & few years ago. I got real sick for myself too because I realzed
what I had done and that is why I am writting to you right now. I want you
to put this in the papers or give it to the FBI. because I want you to know
how misserable I. an Did you know that the day after I killed King that
I was so sick about what I had done that I actually threw up all over a
hotel room? I am so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over
the place I am sure that someday I still might get caught. I are afraid
to look at anyone in the face anymore because I am afraid that they know
who I am and they will tell the police. I will kill myself before I will
get caught for I will never again spendaany time in no damn prison. But
the reason that I am writting you this letter now, is because that I have
to let someone know how x I really feel about what I did.
First of all I want to tell you that the only reason I did it was for
money. If you really want to know I was hired to do it for $3,000 dollars
which seemed like a hell of & lot of money. I always hated Martin King
like a lot of people do but it was because he was a rebal rouser and because
he tried to make a bunch of inferior peoplo (the negroes) as good as every
other american white person and even college professors have said that that
is not true. Anyways I only did it for the money. I hate alot of people in
the world like Cathy Norton who said I was clumsey in the newspapers, and
some of the other son of & bitches who now want to put there two damn cents
in every magazine saying what a rotton guy I am. But when they say it I
promise myself that I will kill them to for saying those things about no.
why they didn't even know me, how can they say those things about me?

The same goes for Harold Swensen. He never took the time of day to give
a dann about me. But now they all think they are big shots in the papers
and magazines. They all make me sick. They are all a bunch ofphonies andif I ever get caught I can tell a few stories about some of those guys
at the Missouri Penitentary that would really shake some peple up, just
like I could tell you some things about the whites and niggers in those
civil rights marches that you wouldn't believe. The whole thing is phoney.
But I'm still sorry for what I have done for I once said to myself whenI planned the job in Alton for which I got about two thousand dollars that
I would never ever kill anybody. And now I killed a guy, and even thoughI hatted him with all my heart and for what he stood for I' would never
do it again for even a million dollars. I am really sorry forwhat I have
done. Somehow I hope it will be straightened around and I can pay some

body back for what I did.I just got all the rest of my $3,000 dollars today and am leaving the
place where I am at. But I am 100% positive that nobody could ever find
me. or recognize me in a million years. So if I have to leave something to
my country and If you and everybody else in the world want to know my only
thoughts about this whole thing all I can say is I am now sorry. I am

really sorry that I did it at all. I could never kill again.

James Ray

J 

By the tico that you get this letter I wont be in Los Angeles no longer. 
I am going to leave this city and go SO!llcwhero where no body is ever going 
to find .mo. There is no use for you to go to all the trouble of finding 
where I sent this or anything because since I killed tho nigger leader 
and ce:ie out here I have not talked to any one and no body kno~s that I ~as 
eve~ horo. 
While I was in Los Angeles I went to see the ~ovie In Cold Blood and I. got 

i all shook up and felt real bad because of the terrible cri~e that w~s done 
, .. -in I<anses a few ·years ago. I got real sick for cyself too because I raalzed 
! what I. had done and that is ~hy I am writting to.you right now. I want you 
; to put this in the papers or give it to tho FBL_because I want you to know 
i-how cisserablo ·1.am.. Did you know that the day after I killed King that 
\ I was so si<;k about what I,had done that I actually threw up all over a 
I hotel roocf l 6::,. so sorry that I did it now and with my pictures all over 

tho place I et'l. sure that so~eday I still ~ight get caught. I am afraid 
II to lo_ok at. anyone in the face anynore because I. w::i afraid th!i..t ~hey know 

who I am and they will- tell the police. I will kill myself before I will 
get caught for I will never again spen~any tice in no damn prison. But 
the reason that I. an writting you this letter now, is because that I havo 
to lot s0:11eonc know how x I neally feel about wha~ I did. 

· I First of all I want to tell you that the only reason I did it was for 
money. If you really want to know I was hired to do it tor e;;ooo dollars 
which seemed like a hell 06 a lot of money. I always hatod Martin King 
like a. lot of people do but it was because he was a rebal rouaor and because 

.he tried to =.ake a bunch of inferior pcopl~ (tho negroes)' as good as every 
other american white person and even college professors have said that that 
is not true. Anyway; I only did it for the money. I hate alot of people in 
the world like Cathy Norton who said I was clU1:2sey in the newspapers, and 
soo.o of the other son of a bitches who now wan~ to put there two damn cents 

, in every magazine saying what a rotton·guy I am. But when they say it I 
promise myself that I will kill the~ to for saying those things about oe. 
Why they didn't oven know mo, how can they say th~so things about me? 

, Tho sBJ:le goes for Harold Swensen. Ho neyer took tho time of day to give 
I a de:an about ~o. But now they all think they are big shots in the papers 
1 and magazines. They all make me sick. They are all a bunch_ofphonies and 
if·I ever get caught I can tell a few stories about sooe of those guys 

~ at the Missouri Ponitentary that would really shake scmo peple up, just 
like I could tell you s041e things about the whites and niggers in those 
civil rights marches that you· wouldn1 t believe. The whole thi_ng is_ pho:1ey. 

, But I 1m still sorry for -what I have done for I once said to my'self- when 
I I planned tho job in Alton for which I_ got about two thousand dollars that 
[ I would never ever ki°ll anybody. And now I killed a f}J.Y, and even though 
I I hatted him with all mY,'.heart ~nd for what he stood for I' would never 
1 do it again for even a million dollars. I am really sorry forwhat I have 

1

1 done. Soccho~ l hope 1 t till be stra.ight<?ned around and l can pay so=o 
body back for what I did. 

I I just got all the rest of my $7,000 dollars today and am leaving tho 
1 place where I am at. But I am 100% positive that nobody could ever find 
f me. or recognize me in a ciilion years• So if I havo ~o leave sooething to 

,j,?Y country and If. you. and_ everybody else in the world want to know cy only 
·= •<a,·¥ "'' I thoughts about this whole thing' all I can say is I ~ now sorry. l em 

really sorry that I did it at all. I could never kill again. · 

~fr.o~ 
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FBI
Date: 5-4-68

PLAIN TEXTTransmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

Via TELETYPE URGENT
(Priority)

TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (44-1574)
SAC, MEMPHIS (44-1987)

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-38861)

MURKING

RE LA AIRTEL MAY THREE LAST SUBMITTING LETTER AND ENVELOPE

ADDRESSED TO "THE LOS ANGELES TIMES NEWSPAPER

TYPEWRITING ON ABOVE ITEMS NOT IDENTICAL WITH THAT RECEIVED

IN THIS CASE ATTRIBUTED TO ERIC So GALT.

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES INDICATE JAMES RAY SIGNATURE ON

LETTER PROBABLY NOT BY JAMES EARL RAY. OVERWRITING OF PORTION

OF SIGNATURE AND LIMITED QUESTIONED HANDWRITING PRECLUDED

DEFINITE OPINION.

TYPING HABITS, SPELLING AND PUNCTUATION AT VARIANCE WITH

TYPEWRITTEN LETTERS RECEIVED IN GALT NAME AND KNOWN HANDWRITING

OF SUBJECT RAY

NO LATENTS DEVELOPED ON SPECIMENS.

SPECIMENS ARE TEMPORARILY RETAINED IN THE LABORATORY,

DEH/ive

(11)

air mail copies to SAC'S Birmingham
Atlanta

1-Mr. Rosen Room 5706 JB
1-Mr. Conrad Room 7621 JB
1-J. Mortimer Room 7613 JB
1-Mr. Trotter Room 4130 IE

Sh Via M Per

I 

Date: 5-4-68 
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·_ TO: SAC,. LOS ANGELES _(44;..1574)· 
SAC~.· :MII;M.PHIS (44-1987) _ 

FROM: .. DIREC"l'OR:1 FBI -(44-38861) 

. , -·,,_ 

,· ·. :- ,;-:_ 

·-·MURKIN'il . -~ '·. 

. . ' -":'' . •: 

RE LA'AIRTEL MAY THREE LAS1!<SUBM~TTXNG LETTER.AND El'TVELO~E-:<,:·:· .. :._· 

ADDRESSED -.TO. 1'THE LOS. ANGELES -TIMES. NEWSPAPER[i:u - . 
•~ .• · .... _·, .. •Cl : ...• , · .•.. -'-~ ·. :- __ :. ~-,i_· ___ .• _. __ : 

TYPEWRITING ON 'ABOVE· ITEMS wor·:xDENTICAL WITH THAT .RECEIVED . ·' ,,,: 
;-.,. 

· .. IN THIS CASE : ATTRIBUTED TO. ERip ·s:~! GAlJ[',~ 

SIGNIFlCANT DIFFERENCES .. Ir."DICATE. JfiMES RAY SXGHATUJFm ON 
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