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This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Memorandam to Mr. Delcach
RE: MURKIN

Upon identification of Ray as being Galt we were then enabled

to furnish more precise description and background information from
official records.

The descriptions of the then unknown subject developed in
the initial stages of this investigation were based upon extensive inter-
views of witnesses in varied locations reaching from Tennessee to
California. The remarkably close resembiances which we developed
and the information elicited which revealed the true extent of the
subject’s physical description shows that 2 most commendable job
was done by the Agents in their investigative activity.

The Associated Press article had been the subjectof a
previous memorandam in which it was indicated that Assistant Chief
Bill Price of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, denied
making the statements attributed to him and this was submitted to
the Director in a letter from Frank Holloman, former Special Agent
who is now in charge of the Memphis Police Department.

ACTION:

For information.
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. item and to give me your assurances that the state-

-~

- .

April 25, 1988

. Mr. Frank C, Holloman
Director : .
Division of Fire and Police N RETURH

128 Adaxmis Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee 38103

Dear Holloman:

It was very thoughtiul of you to write
on April 24nd regarding the Associated Press.news

~ments attributed to 2 member of your Department are
completely without foundation.

iy associates and I appreciate the excel-
lent cooperation you and your men have glven us, and we
look forward to a continuation of the cordial and smooih-
working relationship batween our organizations.

With warmest best wiches,

Sincexzely,
1 - Memphis - Enclosures (3)

NOTE: The alleged discrepancies set forth in the Associated Press
release of April:22nd epclosed by Mr. Holloman which are attributed

by implication tb a Yanking Mémphis police officer have been categorically

denied by Assistant Chief Bill Price, according to Mr. Holloman. ,
The General Investigative: Division has advised that our relationship with

the Memphis Police and with Mx. Holloman have been excellent, espeacially
in connection with the investigation of the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
It is not believed any useful purpose would be served in taking issue with the
Associated Press.

GEM:mlb (4)
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Ray-Galt' Décriptions
" Vary, Cause Confusion

+ MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) ~ A

ranking Memphis police: officer
acknowledguph:shere are. “a

whole ot of discrepancies” in
official descriptions of the man
. t as the sniper slayer of
. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,
. Asst, Chief Bill Price referred
to statements that James Earl
Ray, 40, an escaped Missouri
convict, and Eric Starvo Galt,
first sought in connection with
ﬁmg’;hﬁpril 4 t?’[essassh:natim in
emphis, are the same person.
“You don’t know what to look
for,” Prite said yesterday as
officers here and elsewhere con-
tinued their investigation of the
slaying. The nationwide man-
Bunt continues.
+ The FBI issued a irac
warrant Wednesday for Galt,
ther upda}ed its c:tse Friday by
saying a fingerprint comparison
showed Galt was really Ray.
The naming of Ray inthe case
caused confusion, primarily be-
v

Phone Call
+On Shooting
‘Is Unverified

* A Somerville, Tenn. man has
reported overhearing part of a
Mg&ﬁs telephone conversation
indwhich & whité man-spoke of
$hooting someone on a balcony a
few hours before the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., was
slain, but sources close to the
‘gnvesﬁgaﬁOn of the King slaying
incident cannot be verified and
is believed to be without founda-
. John McFerren, a Negro ¢ivil
rights worker and owner of a
,store in Somerville, reported to
aorities that- he overheard
N

cause earlier official statements
indicate that Galt and Ray were
in different- places at the same
time. i
When Galt was charged as a
conspirator in King’s death by
riffe bullet, the ¥BI said the
man had taken dancing lessons
in New Orleans in 1964-65. The
FBI said later the earlier de-
scription should' have said Galt
reportedly ook dancing lessons
rather than stating so flatly.

the Missouri State Prison at Jef-
ferson City, serving' a 20-year
septence for a 1959 supermarket
robbery. ‘

The age of the man also was

Y lin conflict.

Witnesses who saw a manina
Memphis rooming house from
where the fatal bullet was fired
estimated his age as in the late
20s. The FBI, in issuing its war-
rant for Galt, said he had given
his birthdate July 20, 1931. That
would make him 36. The ¥BI
said Friday Ray is 40.

The personalitics of the two
e aeuincs By o v
prison i as vir-
tually ap:ondrinker. The FBI de-
scribes Galt as a fancier of beer
ard vodka.

There were other differences-

Galt: neat appearance, Ray:
c¢areless appearance.

Galt: Southern accent. Ray:
born in Alton, Il ,No Southern
aceent.

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, who
came to Memphis after King
was slain, at first ruled out a

sued its wacﬁraant for Galt on 2
o acy charge.

Poﬂ'ce here have their own
investigation of the slaying un-
der way.

One theory within the Mem-

js department. is that Eric
Starve Galt is a myth, painstak.
ingly created by the conmspira-
tors as a smoke screen..

“Somebody ha%. muddied the

waters,” Price

s vy b o eang
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April 27, 1968

Mr. Deloach
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RE: MURKIN

Upon identification of Ray as being Galt we were then
to furnish more precise and background infor mation
official records.
ACTION:

For information.
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who used the alias Eric Starvo Galt has been

between James Earl Ray and Fric Galt the following 1is
the

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr.
With respect to the Director's inquiry regarding the variances
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Memorandum to Mr. Deloach
RE: MURKIN

Upon identification of Ray as being Galt we were then enabled
to furnish more precise description and background infor mation {rom
official records,

ACTION:
For information,
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# @
deworanduss o Mr. Deloach
RE; MURKIN
Mﬁclhr,m and editor, Houston

atternoos of 4/25/68 and {ive osre searching for tie telephone
?ﬁﬁhn_ 16/67 wihen he was on route to New “rleans

sccompantes by & 'Chrosicle  reporter
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Mr. ¥. C. Sullivan 4/28/08 o
3. &. Sinee
HURKIN

Norman Pulin, Centrel nu--u-mxcw advised
this date that a german doctor. nu-m German Pirecter,
o Germany, had m'ih Americen , Adéis Ababa

"that he believed ;

to be Eric Starve Galt at the Bristol Hotel.
Higeria o= the r of 4/33/68. Because he the
Mﬁ‘azwubﬂth‘“n:mumm'“
information concerning him, found was registered =
botel as Joe Mu , Room 408, peceipt number DS2138,
sccount pumber « The doctor ¢id sotmow if Musgaque bad

the Gemeral Investigative Divisiomn.
Juk:ber (8) : ‘
i~ *C’ m ' :‘:_
‘ - ‘- m i
1~ Mr. Sizoo
l - =o ._oc. m
1 . McDonough
- Mr. m
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Mr. Harold Weisberg ' oy
7627 Old Receiver Road ~
Frederick, Maryland 21701 -

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Reference is made to your request to the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) for information pertaining to
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

The CIA has referred 367 documents, consisting
of over 10,000 pages, to the FBI for direct response to
you. Please be advised that the bulk of this material was .
processed in FBI files on the assassination for release {?)
to the general public in 1977, and is available for review'
in the FBI Public Reading Roon. f

il
. b4
If you wish to receive this material it will be ’L)
necessary to charge duplication fees pursuant to Title 28, °
Code of Federal Regulations, Section 16.9 at the cost of
ten cents per page. At this rate it is conceivable that '
duplication fees for this material will be in excess of

$1,000.

Please advise us if you desire to receive this
material. Your patience and understanding in this matter

are appreciated. , /9;&“ 7” ?_/ ;57%

e Sincerely yours,
" [ WALED 5 IS/
, James K. Hall, Chief
C&\ NOV 9 1983 Freedom of Information-
Privacy Acts Section
gﬁ:;;?::i FBI Records Management Div?sion
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