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- u;~TED STATES G-RNMENT 

w 

:~1[emo; ,~)iditm 
.1r. Mohr .... _ 

TO Director DATE: 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Mr. Bishop ····­
Mr. Casper ..... 

3':Ir. Call::ihan 
Mr. Com , --· 
Mr. Felt ...... _. __ 

·. ;;t"J . 
FROM /. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 

July 10, 19 

FMV:mfc 
95-100-473 

Mr. Gale .... ·--
Mr. Roser{. __ 
l\ir. Sullivan __ · 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: James Earl Ray. 

Hr. Tave!... .... _ 
Mr. Trotcer .... --
Tele. Room._. 
i\fo;s Holmes ... . 
Miss Gandy ..... . 

Attached you will find an original letter and envelope . 
received by the Attorney General yesterday, purporting to be~. , 
from R. G. Sneyd. I also attach a copy of my acknowledgement.Cl ~f ;., 
to Ray vs attorney. . . · .i,_ 

It occurred to me that you 1night wish this for your ?J ¥~ ,,... 
file in the event handwriting. exempla.:~_, . ., re .oeedede 

Attachments 

~rmcupstm! 

..... · 
' 

I • . . 

J4 JUL 111968 

- :... ~:....----·· ~ 
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.... · .... · ,,.._ 

t7/W/6s 
Frvrv:rnfc 
~~-100-473 July 10, 1968 

/ Arthur J. Hanes, Esquire 
Hanes and Hanes 

/
. 617 Frank Nelson Building 

Birmingham, Alabama 35203 

Dear Mr. Hanes: 

Enclosed is a Xerox of a letter received 
. . 

by the Attorney General yesterday, which purports 

to be from your client, James Earl Ray, also known 

· as R. G. Sneyd. 

-_Rccoi:ds 
\~in.~~kL 

Sincerely, 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

, 
------ _,,. -

D 
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ilh ·•• 

------- .------ --~-
... -: . . ··. ' 

\VA:'4DSV/O~TH, 
LCNDCN, :;.'/✓ .18. 

II I, 
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July 10, 1c 8 

1-1\Ir . aLoac t 1-~/ir . -:o U' 
1-... lr. Rosen 1-•. ~ ·• C sper 
1-r-,: r . ::alle 1 .. 1-.. 1·. Gal 
1 .. t.1 •• ;;cG<n... 1-Mr . , .. ;ullivan 

(!)-:r.;1~ • .?-'far i cl:lle 

:f red Vln£on , .t\:J"' n~ e· of t 
i:,_ ,. - ' ·'c hi o C" olvc 
h r., . .J..,zt .., S ... ~tcs 

1~)DU t . .. 

1. 

~ ~~r C • 0 

to tnia ~ ~ , ... c~_."'an .ses 
fro the t r , · hi,,. n~.Lc:sion • 

.1. h O i ~ , .sr.-:.u-c • a.s our cs~ e!lts e 
"ble t fly ~ r 1-orcc l .. ne i.f i :-)rt.. o 1 etl 
Jt~t ~~ . 

2. V _.30 'CO f • c tJ ev .. 
1..!i...,:i L::. -:• ~ · '"; in 7, in -..- ,1 it h& 
" ,., . • ,. . ..., r , r ,· t. \. t •,:: .., -. -~·i ~- . . ; 
~ •• ..;a .. ...,_...1 , 4' 1,....i..,.._, L ... _,),...._,.,-~ r. 

;:1ri 2 cxe\, in Lo • c -i.r .:;oa 
st e1ya lf L :,art 

! ~·c· ..... 1 t :1a er ,.::r to :;,:,;c tL.., cr:J':J c r e:s u~ 
.., j r, ; . ,, ... ,.,. ~ 1'•1 '" ~"/ CV""" • • ,., , , r;P,... ,.... ..,.,"=' t ...-·o • • .~ 1 V..:- i,,,,,~~.:...w , :.:, .:.~ , _ .. _, :io "-•-4 ~ .. . .J.. a., -4. 1 .J ...> •-,_.# \,;. •-, ., ,., 

1
"1~• • • · o ,.,U--.; 1 a • 1•,~...,--·1 ,. . ½, -. t - ,.. ... r.:..-.po;•;, ..,, 1 ,: " ·t· ~ ;, ,-.J ._, ,I i.4'- (,. _. • ..,_,.::; UV ,,...._, • .. ~ .L_,~ h ~ .. h> 

C D.3 l 1- ·: i,.; l ~t ~Oi! j ,;-,~5t 1:n. i ~;tat~- to 
3 .. ._.. \ Y ( .:. t. • . ..,_.. ._::;_ 

3. 1-:0 tl~~i3!C C,.c.:1,.d ' 
C ~17~· tcp 

<-> 
<? .f r ... ~ fl',;: :o, c 

I n.:~/i·; 1 
~1.: <:'· ,9\ ., , -, ! .. ), ·1 ... ~ --,~ 1 J _: ."J~c·_: - r 

.. y :..,... -~ .... _.,.. ... .. - -
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Do" .. aeh 

.t~nG.lm~ tho mnttor w1 ch ot·dirulrUy iO d 
th Em.to of Ten· c:;s., .. s it ow tc xcs, 

1renu h2s no intention o! p~.yln.g for he costs 
of tr ;,J:: m . ti ec h A1r Forco 

· c a constclL,t s i :r-type plnn ) 
c 3t. \1.:l~-OL , ., b ~ti.sfrc: ry 
n.. t ~ (;) " , .,_ .IT 

il) · o proicm. 1nsolai· ~,.s t hlGJ 
c, nee vinso • 

M

1 p.r io' ~ y ., .3 going· to 
nn ... o ~~mc.nts o all p~ .. ~,00s 

.., n· "'/: ·,,, 1 u~ tc ... would .... ,. 

im .;c ·1 ' t b?'"oms, 
/PEl4-i 1 d ~ :t. VJ .,.., h~Ch!d t 
l·~ t:, r . ,.. . - ,.,.,. .. ..,,..1 :'.",., u~•!\,l"'~r,o " ",..,.,o~·-r11 1:-- 0 on t.! .. v (;.;: ... t ......,.J,._..,._,,,,,,, e-i....~ . .. \.. __.i..!J.. ~ ....... "-" "" ,., ---~-... _,. iJ-i:.; .. 

hu -· in·1J.c.atect he ~,oul ha •rangem"· 5 t 11 ·will 1.1e 
i -!".1ndintely cl.:c.r ... d ny clli'lc · y ~mi in t le 
t:i i cd aat~o. 

."l~ prC'J .. ~usly c.l':; 
l' ' ' 0 from LC.:1' 

.. , t .. l >!""ll ~ a _,:..,... --:;U..-.,;.J-

!...-. rn 
o~ m~ lie.al 
t --.;_:~!} C:.0\" 
.it y; 1ul 1 be 

j1'; !"'\ \'t • - · --... 1ttr.-. _ _,.., ......., -;-~ ~-: ... :""1 ... ~.,:<-".•_:1_•1 _c·~. :--~;ce ~·r-!..:.1,,. ,.· ;.,,.3 .;-~,..u,4 ... " '\.,,I.- -- .s.. ... - ~ _ ... .,..,,_ 

t_~~i;_ ~:"' ... "' • ,·_Ia-.--,:· , .. , r-. ")", .... "1 .. ~Y' :,.,Jr, :.;~ .., 7-·,.• 1 r- . -"-.r""'=1"'""'l~ ---··---' .,,, - .. , .. ~-_J· - -v . ... ..... ...J,.i,, ~ , --~...:.....,.,1.-4 '1.;ji 

, · €cl a c.1.::.-cis·· 101., "' 

t;~~v ., Jl CO • 1 D 1 
er ~ ~0..:'8 ~ •. •·· ·... .• 
::- ., t' .. ., ......... .! \ :. 

• . ....,. ... <""',. •-t .-..-,n, ,.. .. ~ ... - .. "'-Y-'11, .,.+ 
,.,., ..-$.. ",(; "'"" 

0 nc 
a <::;)ctor , o! cour..:::e, 

·e:.-~H~ f!.i · ~lso o 
<:::-; _ .. ~.~~ ..... _:J: :-:: .: : .;. ... ::_ ·~ :::. .L - -:) :·-~:~..:·j :~~ ,::J:..: t::,.::.J.. =-~ c ... :: --~-~-~ ... 

,., ,. • ,_-n, c,.,,... ..,.,~.""'~-,-r hi<- · ,.., ,.. r ··on .,.: ~ to i1 
(...o.. - • ..,,._,.y ,.,_,L.-..,<(.;- .;4.._ \,,rj .. •.;...J ' .. J 

.u tier i , i. c .... • , \',; ll alr:-
1 ~ c ior : h.ing cf •1..,r ,re •• ~ 

:~~ ~ ' '"' ' ~""-"C -"" ~ .. ·.-. ... '\-1 :f"'l."'T .j,_j, • .,,.,. ... ..J ,.:11 ~ _ ,.... -. J,..,.w..w _,....,_,.::, 

... 
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oi~ ~ined t bot JOin s ~.ud 11,e e v;ould be p ... op .. "~ in rnncc ..,o 
th~.i."e woul bo ,,o deltl.y nt oie1er ... nt in l·~ndling ,my porscru:tl 
,ffvc~s htc.1 .: i~ it Io Fent. !t rnz ~1£0 po·n ed ut th;;t l'lp~rOl)rfa e 

p~pers .oul ba prepared to h.- 1ru1 ~d to f o lee l nlho.rlt1os upon 
arrivnl ~o ru: r 1 • ay noad 10· . b ; to a}.H:5: tu. Ir. si;;n..'1tttres to 
r;uc 1 ~: ors Em ' tMs i tur.. :0ulcl 2leo preven My d~11ys. 

7. /e 1a:-- provi us!y aiscu.~aed -1\e nocess ty for inso..11 
1·1·"'n'.:; ·with tl1 the de? ..... u.re procet11 res 

£pc-c1Hc r ce to v. b:. ·,~r £Cm ... ndlcation c: n _ ceeivcd i'.:c..,m 
Brit .Jh as n th .... prison et• may br, OiJt!?.in.e a e c -fin~ 01 

si~~1c-d b7 I ·-0crctnry. Vi.nE-on ~t~i.ed ho d 1 scuseicn 
. nd hacl inf y pre:)a1·cd cei-tai.n o?pe:rs wl 

~,:)-::· .. ,..,,. , · ~1 .n ,).1 6tn.tes Govcrnn:c ... :' tJ i, · t • 
't -·.; ~..,t .~. : '1 ~£ .. , ~l'lt ·'1 "" ~--~_ .. ,,., .... ·•op1···- · t • .., 1,.•..., ..., \1 1;:;J~ J.'\J 4\..: V,;_, ,~....,,1.. ! ~ Y ;i_, • 1t 2nd 
11111 r..::vi;;e us in R.:-r·)' e hrno. lfa r. :: i ~ h.0 ho _.!;d to t:3 a'Jle - omc 

~ . . 
ir.1o 'Ot1 r -.:actl · · ouie E~crc..22.;7 cc~1- c.r L~ · s us.... ii y 
1 tec:_)k~ L1e . 91' C, .. /U . (. 'L) ··:-.til tho b ") ~ ,k .. ,ut. 
·h ic-lt t!:1is w:.l . • ly -·th i,;~3 ~!n-1 to t .. 1 t s-r:ltl r..e 

·• ' } t; t· f, ')"""""'/. " ~ J. thnr, ,".\ 
.. ~ . ..,.t,;A ,,.J. :.. ,~ .... .;....., h 
prepai rm. 

t 

" 

8. L"11.:c:1.nretion · 1th .. .fo -:: .. :r.r::- • .. o :.-cJ•:•E~r·J 

o o)::ti!l co.r..:plE.tcJ cc:. pa:, :::;. ... Dt2tc·· ite 
l .'- it:L-ie1t ~ ... ,t•~ LA s r ;.-· ij h2.s iruoon v-i h the 

, , ~,; _ i .-..... ,.~;1 ·\·; 'Ul r-"' ror--------; ,,.,· 1·'-, . •. · cl~" - ~-"ll,- < ..... -• _ . ..,. - \~~ .,.t,_.., --~ 

~" f ''"'- ""-,...,, .. , , J_ • · n - \=' - -..... C · l ~,r,:;.-; - 1u ;· '")~ \ ~1 ...... r- "'.l~' '·'h·~ y ..,,..J-,·_J_...,.:., .v t. J ..:....:..,, ~ .... t1 .... ...... -i- :a....:.. \., ... ~~--v \ I _,.,J. • ~v .... •..- ... 'J ,. .. ...., 

C1t:7 / 1 ~ ~~.1:t.J cr;.~e 1 -~ 11omc ~:c~~"'~!ll·.~ ~~ ~ " r ·J.~ - t~~'l 
""~1soa o:iiic ' ;1. tl o-ci:ion , 1.nstnrei toe y to 

C 

l'i 
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• inci-; en ,d tn prievlous di.Ecussio t 1rit he 
i e ~inJ i ·1e prh-;on r f 1 Olli! dovm, v 1lcll .,o be 

1r •1 -~ rt : · ;,J.h.is , to th r _.,l's Ciiice. Ho had 
dd 1cc VS to th s ns he f .. ,l tbs lo al 

0 mf~;J ire 1
'0 pie~ lD tt:c $ our plr lG 

to·1.t:!1 ·;,1 nt . ~~7t-l Ji. tr f. ~To• -'le.tor lm,~ .. !Ot 
h':!~n r ctiolv · ~.nd he nsI.ed wa lY vie, 
c .. ccr · z .::c::ir ... _!'.;re ~iJ conc01· d. 
~I.~ r~1.,•.,o , •. ,.. 1:-···o· .,.·,,..J- .,o-~ .1.•1 "' ,., .. r •-·- -- ... ~.. .11.-..• .. \. . ...... - r.r....a. "-'" t. .:. .., ... . ... "' . ,,.,.., 

o · :r1>0:d 2tion ii·o <'"a ion to 
be · o !Ch • ~ h 

1 ,111 c.."ldlc t he p r L·Jonci~ " nf r.:L-dte 
,... . I ... ,.· · · ,~,..n ti-- " 1' '3 1· n'l , ....... ;. .. .... -\,,,/ ...,,:'_ ..J1,,'4 .:..l ~~ ,:.,. ~ 

C ~~C\ ~----~ 2-:r ~onOl"' ~ ltl, . ♦ -::; .. I 
; tllt,l' fl Cb --:t 

n ~-- · ' ~- .; ., ·.-i-v~l /t i"l" l;:'}~u· 0 0" 
-~ - • .; - .J,., .t., ._ .... ... .... a..., _..c.;.. ~ 

ain "" \ 11e ti 
:;. n~ilc i n tL.-:> e to 

C ' ~ ~i.ti,:l1 l b a c "') ~L.-it c C~(:i.J!C: 
' ~ t ?,"'•-..-'J.-. , . ,,. ,...,.,,., ............. , 
. •,- , , ,,,., w, · ;.l~~'\• 1..:.. .. 0 ,!.J.l .. .;:t .... .. '-" f ror::i C.~;1 0~L1t ci t:;u~~ <:J'.>T-Jn 
G',,_ ~en) to i.:P CCL t7 ~:::1.ll TI!.!ic~ v;o. 1lc1 b tmd~ th~ 

j 1.u · "'die· tea ,. u,e ;:;~1 i·' ~J. -.-✓c v,i.11 :;c 1 n1:1 t~is in ccitflet ki. ,. 
1. , Sl1C tc.~ty.. t:~is cc .. tect·cn, to 

i:::;'2 t~~ -~ :~::-;ii! . :.::-~::n~ t~:.J •·"".::· ::::~::;11:t I f~ ·~· J.-,.~:: .. :: ~:'ti~~, Cl;,, - ., .. .. 

.. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



1--1,.;~ -- ~1.'t!.P! · nx to 11r. 
ne : ·t uL.~aN 

c!Mch 

1. 1 ~innJ.c11 ?ill lmr.~e 'l1. •. ,.y . n 
; i ,:,(". ~c o~ ........ d i•1Q<~~- rd•~ -l to c:o f ..... -~ ..... ...,,..; ~"~ ~ ,._,:.,.._ -~• &..I '-~.ii -.L J • V"\,,1-..;,..} ~ v• t', ~~ U ~l 

:.'W !:l Fl .. ~ "'{~·· fso tr·~ .,_.,.lr-02 ! CO:l~t'JZ-"~ 1'J f~n 

• 
~.A'lry a:rrr!D~e-
L Ol aA .:s 

Tlf s !D ilia assu.mpt: n ,;;.3 ~'4.ll t:,, rr"ili ·" r:y nil'Cl'P • 

2. Tu~ & C est t... :!p.u. c.:- v-ill bo i _uneilintoly erted to the 
ue d~V!L r,mc.1.ts order tt.at h ~ co:111 le~ ly fa ~ilinr with 

-a. p::r ~•;~1ttZ'C3 r..t1d L~ r.:ill , ks \?ill 
J r ~l.~F~ilil:y fo 1. •,_; t n~1r .1~ Na u. 

Alr ~- ,..,. :!. the .. tttU. ..-\t~.i. •• 1ill - ; 

CUJJG~t t r~n il.:1.t CUCil !l er:1<.m' -icct · ti po.osible. 
Vtn::;-0~1 will be ~r,p1-op"'i i.oly ,i ;;, do_ t •isic ot .t'!en~phis 

ri~ic.s. 

~. 
~-~ t~ L'"" ::_:;.JO .. n• 4--om ,;hlcu p 

4. 

.>...._7 ,....., - -- "'"""'-"t 
.;,. -I - - ,,., -• • ,._ J " ' - .., .f • _ _.. -

n his ';"I sio t 

. -~ . .,.., -- ... 
-..- .. .. - -· -· .... ..... , 
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:Mr . DeLo~_ch 

ar.:n.t!v .. 11r!.ltin , ,. co irsc , i s f. :mi.liar ~ h th~ 
c .. SC. Inv- s C-0 i;Lnt it t s t~'lt Vinson tod.: y 

Ct? n no o. fro . th 1jcct .~i.Nt hnd no i1 t~'lti 
1 ~ ·• d c'.f,. .. ,u l ~"'":' ,;-:-s " t:,.,,.,.t-'l-. 

C. V J ' ·' .t,1..-.... 1-c ..,...'--.J .A:.0~ " ;A~i 

r~. ' l"!" "'"··1 ❖ .l, , ,_,~ ...... ~ t -:- 9'0 , .. r ,..,-:- n . ....tt"-C! • ""'-"" .. -> J '4--.....i.~ L ... U &t.J t~ .i..,4~ ..,.,.._.; V ••' V "'-" ...,....::., 

.,. r_ s . r·ovc, · · 2ccrs · ~ hcpoo they v,ould -~~ntl... nth 
loss L:-~17,k1 1i ... n. V.L.30• c: 0.:1 not k.now w ~"'t ~ie s•:-:Jjc-et 

re:.i'.cr.:·· · ;; . oc h~s in mfr ..1 r ,.... commcn 
th~ D.rit' ~1 prcz:a ,•:~.t Vinnon '"'i.-,Ok'" ,71 i n,r..y ,;h0 r-, a matt ~l' 01 f"Ct 
bo illd not. ~rinna..'1 B.:atcd he ~/Oul 1 send s the orl~innl of t s co~a. 
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· . ..,. . . 

C... ' '' • _ • 1.i.CGowan 

t.1URIJN 

• • 
July 8, 19ti8 

l - Ni..r. Rosen 
l - ,\ilr. Malley 
1 - ~ .. '.19 ·'·1· cGo-"' ~,.&.& • ;V ....... 

: 1 --_ ;\1r. ivicDonough 
1 - l.'tr. Buund.S 

l - .tu-. Light 
I - Mr. Zeiss 
1 - ,~•i.r. .Cvlai·tindale 

we have been advised that the final order for Ray's 
removal J.Uay be issued by the British Home Secretary on or about 
7/23/18. This elate is onli tentative and could be delayed three to 
five days t>y an appeal to the House of Lords. It could also be 
delayed U the Home Secretary takes four or five days to iaaue the 
order as baa been previously indicated. On the other band tbe 
removal date could be accelerated if an appeal 1s filed earlier than 
the 14th day, which is the day anticipated by British Counsel for 
Tennessee and .Miuouri when he diacuased the time Involved. 

In View of the possibility that actual reJllOn.l could 
conceivably occur u early as ?/15/68, there la set out a detailed 
check list of things to be done. 

The escort party for removing Ray to the United States 
will conaist of ASAC Harold K. Light and SA George A. Zelaa, m, 
both at Quantico; SA 'Wilbur L •.. ,l&l'tindale o1 the CiYll Rlghta Section; 
and SA John Minalch, i.egal Attache at London. In addition, 
SA Kenneth L. Bounds, General Inveatlp.tive Dlviaion, who baa 
participated 1n all planning for the remoftl of the prisoner, will 
proceed to Memphis two days prior to actual removal to review 
arrangement. .IWlde by the i·vlempbis Office and also to be available 
to uaiat in transporting the priaoner from the plane to Jail if it is 
necesaary for tb1a to be done by tbe FBI. 

ASAC Lipt will be in charge of the escort party and 
will have the pri1nary reapanalbillty for the developmeat and execution 
ol all plans relatln& to the rem.oval froiH the time l\ay ia delivered to 
the airplane by the Brltlah until .b1a c~stody is transferred to local 
authorities ill the UDited ~tates. He will establish direct llaiaon with 
Air Force headquarters in the United Jtatea to work out necesaar;y 
transportation details. 

SA ~-ilnntch la reapooeible for maintaining the necessary 
liaison wttb the British to obtain advance notice u to when Ray can 

WLM:bJf 
(9) 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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' - . 

McGowan to Rosen memorandum 
FE: Jd.UllKIN 

• 
be removed a.ad to haYe the prieoner delivered to the atrplau by 
the British at the proper Ume. After tnttlal arrangemente for 
transportation have been made at Air Foree headquarters tn w .Aahington 
by AS/.:,C Ltght, SA M1nnleb wW eatabl18h llatson with the appropriate 
high level Alr Foree officer 1n F:Jll}and to luure that arrancementa 
made 1n Waahl.ngtoa are properly understood by the Air Force tn 
Encland. 

TO BE DONE NOW 

1. Defhlltely determine whether State autborltlH wm 
assume cutody at the airfield In Tenaeuff or whether Ray will be 
delivered to the place of IDcarceratton by Bur•u penomae1 ud U so 
deter mtae where he wtll be tnearcented. 

2. Determine the Bure&•'• posUton reprdlnc payment 
to the Air Fcne for ue of a rnilttary plane. 

3. Tile >-cent tn CbaJ'le of the eacort party sllould 
tmmedtately ntabllah hip level and eonfldential llalaon wt.th the 
Atr Force to arraap for a eultabl• aircraft and crew to be aftllable 
tD England two daya prior to actual remoftl. Departure from England 
ebould be at mtdatpt wtth arrtftl at Mempbls at 4:00 a. m. 
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- . • 
McGowan to Rosen memorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

4. Tbe atr crew should lnelude an Alr Force plrysictan. 
The ldentlt, of the crew, 1Dclucl1ng tbe phyatctu, wUl be checked 
through Bur•u indices. The crew should not be informed of the nature 
!Jf the assignment until the last poulble moment. 

5. Once designated, the plane should be placed under 
guard until the mleeton bu bee accomplished. 

6. The .Air Foree ahould arrange neceaeary food and 
drink for the eacort party and the pr18oner. Thts wW. be •ened with 
paper or al m11ar utenslls as a. security measure. 

7. It should be determtaed what alternate landing place 
will be used lf weather preventa a lalKlinl 1n Memphis. 

a. It should be deter.mined whether the plane can 
maintain radio contact with the airfield at Memphis or with aom.e 
other point ln the United states. Arran,ements should be made for 
an Agent to be preeeDt at this polllt durtng the filght. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



·-
.. viCGowan to l-:osen me1.aorandum 
ff E: rv1 ur Kn-: 

• 
9. It should be determined how Jnuch final notice will 

be required for the plane and crew to be available in England. 

1 O. If the plane will be sent from the United States, it 
should be arranged for the escort party to travel to England in the 
plane. 

11. /.s a security measure, arrangements should be 
made for the escort party to be quartered at the atr base while in 
England. 

12. The I-' tr Force will be told of the need for security. 

13. The ft ir Force should arrange tor lnuntgration, 
c u.stoms and :Publlc Health clearance for the prisoner and the escort 
party upon arrival tn the United states. If arrangements cannot be 
made for tl2 ft, lr Force to do this, the Department should be requested 
to handle any nece888.ry arrangemetts tn this regard. 
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McGowan to BONA memorandum 
RE: MDBJQN 

14. Legat, Loadon s1'ould adYiH whether the Rome 
S.Cretuy w beea approaei.ct l,J Vluoll concftlling tu 1111ner la 
which tbe ftnal remoYal order will be luued ud whetlaer tu Boae 
Secretary plan• to iuue the flna1 order alter the cloN of bualw•, 
with no pubUe announcement bet• made until the follo~ day 
after Ra7 bu been removed, atnce tbls proeedve would mbd.mlse 
our ••cvltJ problema. The I.Apt should attempt to anup for 
u .mueh adtaace IIOtiee u )1IOUlbh u to tbe exact tlmit Dae flllal 
order will be eatered aad abo1lkt detvmtae Jut llow macll adYwe 
DOtlce caa be &ltictpated. Jt lhou1d a1ao be determ!Md whether 
there ta any Britiah nqutre.mieat that Ray be remoftd Wlthla a stve 
per1od of tlm.e after thlt 1111111 order S. lMaed. Tile I.Apt HIOVld 
eloHly follow dffelopment• to tnave ldequte DOttee ta obtained 
u to the ___. ta wblcb aetua1 nmoftl caa be bandlect • tJMt.t 
the atrcraft a.ad eaeort party can proeNd to Fn,land In a ttmely 
uanRel"a 

15. An ........ •houJd be made wltb tbe .DeparbQent 
to forma.llJ adriN the Brttllb Gounuaeat of. tM ideatltJ of the 
ftCOftUII officers. 

11. A buic aecuity precept of balldlf.11 pr1toDffa ta 
cWltodJ ta that an pe.reoaal beloJlllnp metadlng clotbtnc llbotl1d be 
remo'Nd and the prtaoaer allatlld be pro.tded With cutodil1 c1otbfnc. 
The Lept, Loacloa, will determtae RaJ'• eJ.otld.nl ataN ud ,re will 
parcnue 1a Wuld.llp:m a cheep aet d. cJotJablC coul8Hwc of ou Alt 
of u.adenreU, oae pair· of 80Cke, one Ht o1 slppfte4 CO'lff8Da and a 
pair of ebeap uoe• tbat do DOt reqldre lac.._ Unleaa the plane ta to 
be wn heated, ae 'Will a1Jlo be pnmcled With a ebeap Jacket. Total 
eattmatect coat cf clotldDI la po. oo. 

-s-
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.NicGowan to Rosen memorandum 
RE: !VtURKIN 

TO BE iXJNE AS 
SOON AS IT IS j<NOWN WHO 

WILL-TRANSPOifTHAY T<)JAIL 

• 

1. If State authorities are to re move Ray fro.en the 
plane, SAC Memphis, should lnitlate top level discussions on a con• 
fidenttal basis to work out details. Close attention should be given to 
arrangements for transporting the local escort party to the airfield ln 
a manner that wW avoid press surveillance and wfil maintain necessary 
security. 

2. It will be suggested to local authorities the 
prisoner be transported in a closed van with armed guards in other 
cars, both front and rear. 

3. The SAC should arrange to photograph the prisoner 
before he ts released to local authorities. 

4. The S.A c should work out a method of keeping the 
Bureau currenUy advised of all developments during the transportation 
of the prisoner. 
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.. • 
~cCowan to Rosen roe.morandum 
FE: MURKIN 

5. If RaY ls to be transported to Jail by Bureau. Agents, 
SAC, .rdempbla will make detailed plans for traup:)rtatton by armed 
convoy conalating of three vehlcles, one of which will be a closed van. 
The van should be obtained in 8\1ff1cient ttme to permit the .Agent who 
will drive it to become thoroughly le.rntUar with its operation. 

e. Detailed plans should be made for getting the escort 
party to the airfield without attracting attention. 

TO BE DO~'E ~lHF.N 
FOUL V:1EATBER LANDING 

PLACE IS IDENTIFIFD 

1. The appropriate Special Agent 1n Charge wm 
coordinate wtth SAC, Memphta, and the Bureau to eYOlVe stand-by 
plans for handUng the prisoner tn the event bad weather forcea the 
plane to land someplace other than ~mpbls. In thls event 1t la 
conte mp1ated the prisoner will rematn aboard the aircraft until the 
weather clears and the plane can proceed to Memphis. B would be 
neceseary for the plane to be parded by the Atr Force while on the 
ground and the appropriate FBI Office 8hould provide relief parda 
for the prisoner 1f there ta any appreciable delay on the ground while 
waiting for the weather to clear. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
McGowaa to Roaen memorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

TO B:& DONE 
TWO DAYS BEFORE REM.OVAL -r-~ ,.. ________ . ... - .... --

1. E•cort party will proceed to England and will go 
oYer the plane both u a aecurtty check and to work out detailed. plans 
for handling the prhloner 1n accordance with the phyaieal layout of the 
plane. -

2. SA. KeDMth L. Bounds will proceed to Memphla to 
rnJew arrangemenu made by the Memphia Office and alao to be 
anilable to uatat in tranaPortbll the prhoner from the plane to jail 
if it 19 neceasary for thia to be done by the FBI. 

3. Legat, London will ren•• arrancements with 
American u4 Brltlah autliloritlea to iuure that appropriate arran,ements 
are made for the removal, includJ.ni: 

a. luuaace of a certificate of iclentltJ for Bay by the 
American Em.busy. · 

b. Stamptne of the certificate of ldenUty by BriUsh 
Immtcratlon prior to Ray's remonl from Bqland and that Ray'• 
Yacclnatlon certificate accompanies him to1ether with the certificate 
of identity. 

c. _ Preparation in NVeral eopie• of a detailed 
inventory of Ray'• property to be uaed u a receipt for the Briti•h 
when Ray'• property 1s received from them and u a receipt for the 
Bureau when the property la turned over with the prisoner to local 
a.uthorltlea in Memjlhla. If possible the property ahould be obtalfted 
from the Britlah and receipted for sometime prior to actual removal 
to avoid delay when we asaume custody o1 the prisoner aboard tbe 
atrplane. 
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• 
McGowan to ROHn memorandum 
RE: MURK.IN 

4. A pres■ release will be prepared at the Bureau to 
be released when Ray arrives 1n the United states. 

TO BE DONE AT TI.ME 
OF REM.OVAL 

1. The Agent 1n Charge of the eecort party wlll 
designate one of the J,genta to matntatn a runnJ.rc log during the entire 
time E:ay la ill Bureau custody. 

2. The escort party wlll have sidearms aboard the 
aircraft but wt1l not be armed furtng fllgbt. 

s. Britlsh officers will place Ray aboard the atrcraft. 
He will be stripped, searched, photographed, given new clothtng, and 
placed under reatralnt bJ Bureau personneL While strippad be wlll be 
examllled by the Atr Force phyalctan. 

4. The Bureau will be advised when the plane takes off 
and tf posaible any pertiDent develop.meat during flilht wU1 be relayed to 
the Bur•u via Air Force communlcatloM. 
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McGowan to Roeen meimrandum 
BE: MURKIN 

• 
5. Duru,g the Right and at an times that nay ta 1n 

FBI custody he will be under the direct control of at least two 
Special Agents and the other two .Agents of the eacort party wW be 
close at band at all ttmea. 

6. Upon landbW 1a the United States, U local offlcial8 
are to truaport Ray to Ja.U. Ray wtll be stripped and pbotograpbed by 
Bureau personnel, examined by the All" Foree phy&letan, and then turned 
over to local autbortUee aboard the atrcratt. A atatement will be taken 
from the pbJetclan u to R.aJ'• condttloa when~ and lea~ the 
plane (auch a atatemeat wW al8o be obtained from the Alr Force physician 
Jf Ray ts delivered to Jail bJ Bureau per110anel). A receipt will be obtained 
from local aatborlttea for Ray and bla property. The escort party w1ll 
then return to " 1allhtngtoa. 

7. If Bureau penonnel are to transport FiaJ to Jail, the 
escort party will retain cutod)' while being coDYoyed to Jail by the 
Mempbls {.lfftce. At the Jatl Ray will be &tripped and pbotoarapbed 
before release to local autborW.es after wh1ch the escort party' will 
return to Wuhlngtoa. A receipt will be obtained from local autborttlea 
for Ray and his property. 

8. The clothing purchaeed for Ray by the Bureau will 
be retained by the Memphis <::Utce when Ray ta released to local authorlttea. 
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• 
.McGowan to R08ft memorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

• 
1. The Special Acenu tn Charc• at ~mpld• and at any 

deslpated alternate landtqr place will be kept adYleed bJ tlle Bureau 
of the departure of. the plane from. London and the eathnated Ume and 
place of antftl 1n order that neceallUJ arrangements may be made 
tb.ere on a timely bUbl. 

..11-
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TO BE RESOLVED WITH VINSON 

TRANSPORTATION 

1. If removal iS to be accomplished by the FBI, it must be 
done by a military plane. · 

2. Vinson has previously indicated that if a military plane 
is to be used, he will make the initial contact in thia regard with 
J. William Doolittle, General Counsel ot the .Air Force. If Vtoson 
is going to do this he ahould handle it at once and make arrange­
ments with Doolittle for ASAC L4'ht to establish working lla.iaon with 
the appropriate oUicer in charge of Air Force operations in order 
that we may wort out tbe necessary detail• for the tranaportation. 
It ahould also be determined whether the Air Force, the Department, 
or the FBI is expecteq _ to bear the cost of transportation which 
could be in the neighborhood of $15,000. 

3. -It should alao •pecifically and definitely be determined 
whether an Air Force physician will be ma.de a member of the air 
crew and th1a point should be covered by Vinson in h1a initial contact 
with Doolittle. 

at. Vinson 1hould determine from Doolittle whether the 
Air Force can arrange for lmmliI'atlon, Customs, and Public Health 
clearance for the prisoner and the escort party upon arrival in the 
United States. If the Air Force cannot to this, the Department 
should handle any necessary arrang•ment• in this regard. 
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-t .... • 

ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE BRITISH 

1. It should be determined whether Vinson has discussed 
with the Home Secretary or has considered discussing with the 
Home Secretary the possibility of having the final order issued 
after the close of business with no public announcement being made 
until the following day after Ray has been removed. U this procedure 
could be effected, it would minimize our security problems. 

2. It should be determined whether Vinson has any 
knowledge as to how soon Ray can legally be released to us by the 
British after the final order is issued and also whether British . 
laws require that Ray be removed within any given period of time 
after the final order 1s issued. 

3. Vinson should arrange to formally advise the British 
Government of the identity of the escorting ptficers and if possible, 
this information should not be made public until after the removal 
1n order to avoid any effort by the press to surveil the escort party. 

TRANSPORTATION OF RAY WITHIN THE UNITED STATES 

1. It must be definitely determined whether Ray is to be 
transported from the airfield at Memphis to his place of incarceration 
by Bureau personnel or by local authorities. The identity and the 
location of the facility to which he is to be delivered should also be 
determined. 

- 2 -
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Sr. DeLo~ch 

A. Rosen 

Wll~IN 

• 
1 • Mr. 
1 .. 1Jr. 
1 - Mr. 

I 

l · . Jaly s,, 1963 

Detoach ~- i:.1:r. McG~an 
~os~n _ 1 - llr. McDonough 
llalley ~Mr.Bishop 

0 
Mr. Sullivan 

This is the cnse 1nvolviDg tho murder of 
~artin Luther Ring, Jr. 

I 

I At the t1m.e of his nr:rest in London, on June ~1$€8, 

r.ubject Ray n~ng crtbGr thi.ngs, bad in bis possession a · · 
.38 cnliber 11.Liberty ChieJ;t' revolver\ ~i,anu:factu1~ed by th-e 
Miroku l:"ircar:.w !i.rrnuf ~cturing. C·omp:my • Japan. Up-0J1 l'(.."quest 
o:f our Legal Attncho in Tokyo, tho Nation~.l l'-Olice Ageaoy 
of Japnn d~te!Cminod tbat wco1Xs of tho 11:b:oku f'irea1~ 
IP.sn:ufacturing Company• Shikokl.t• Jnp~n, show t.bnt this 
woa_pon W3S shipp-od on ftugust s~ 1966, destined for. the 
Libo1·ty Arms cox·poration iu Ijontrose, Cslitoraia •. We 
tr~cad this pistol f :rom the Liberty Arma C-01'tXn'a,tion in , 
Mont~ope, CGliXornia, to the person ~b~_aol~ it to Ray ♦n 
October, 1907 in Bir.ra.ingh~m, Alabama. 

Tha L~cr3l Att~cue in Totcy-o h~s advis~d that the 
Niitional Polica ~\geocy ef Japan is conceI'ned that they 
\t!OUld be C-"JubtU.TOSSe-d by .1apn.ue~e l:ep---3rters v;ho ~ight 
l,:;arn of the trncing of £sy'a gun to Jn_pan and ssk questions 
-which they may not t-c.~-01 fxee to nn~er·. The Nstic-o.al 
Police t\geney of Japan r£XJuea.ted to be .ndvised i!lbether or -
not there wna ~ny restriction 1-egarding tha xeleaoo ot 
c"bta r~latiug to tho gi.,;in's. o-r;l.gin. Japnnese authorities 
also d.esiro to kuo-J; wh~ther this infol~1.1~rt1on lms been made 
public ar..-d vihother such a ,:elene-q is conteri-pl..::ted., 

(''{. y 

51nce tho info~1tion developed by t~e Nntiolllll 
Polico Ageney of Ja:1ea-·.only indicates where thel'pist~l 
was mam;1fnctu:red ~nd to who;a it w~.s .first shipped,, tl-a 

,, 1-eloas-o of 'this in:fo:rmation should bnye no sc-:;~e effect 
on this cnso. 
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Mr. DeLoacll 

A. Roaea 

MURKIN 

• 
July 5, 1968 

1 • Mr. DILGach 

{Ji_ Mr. .Mart1nda1e 
,-~ Mr. Blabop 

Ttall tau. cw laYO!Yillg tbl mlll"du of J4art1a Lutblr 
AIDi, .Jr. 

At 2:10 p. n.., 7/'/68, Lept Johll Mlaalck, London, 
adYlNd taaat. Loadoa preu 11tporta tlaat .AJ.abama altorne1 Arthur J. 
Hane• ta dDe to an1.,. 1D Loadoll at 8:20 a. I'll., Friday, 7/1/68, 
for tM purpoae of -ina Jam .. Earl Ray. 

M.lalllck adYINcl tbat Huea w beea au.tlaorlad by &-ltiab. 
autborWa• to - Ray u a pri..- peraoa, but aot u u attorney 
with aa attorDly-clieDl relatloaat&ll). Ylllalck advteed. tut t.tda mew 
Haaea ud Ray wW be Npanted by a cJaaa partltloa ud prt.oa 
pu'Clawillblpruat. 

ACTION: 

UM:pah 
(7) 

Tbla la for lllformatioD. 

I 

1 
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~tf• \na;,_ 

fo~,. 
Retype page one of Memo Rosen to DeLoach, EJ.M:cs 

.Mr. DeLoach 

,A. Roaen 

WmaN 

July 3, 1968 

1 - Mr. DeLQach 
1 .... Kr. Rosen 
1- I&. Malley ~. MeDon.oqh 
1 - Mr. MeGowaa ~Mr. Biahop 

Thta c••• iAYolYn the mu.rde~ of M.artin Luth.er Kingt Jr. 

"tE&oDJ" macutae. wtth which w•· had eordlal contaeta, 
haa ierwarded litter• from a. lq-ttme. eome. t, RaJIDO.Dd Cvtla~ln 
which Curt1a maku r.re:race to .his prlaon auociatloa wlth 
.ra.mea Earl Ba,, their pwul to kill K.ms aDd reprdbg l.lulDau 
pitttac up •JllQtMJ to have Kini kllled. Curtta, who wu deacribed by 
hill forme defeue attc>-rney u a liar and cheat, preYioulJ furnished 
aimllar lnformatiou oa which loltcal tnv .. ttiation. w. conducted and 
noth.t»g o1 •t1bet&llt1ve value ft.I developed. . 

.AUanta ,bu been iut.Neted to Ntater'fiew Cartl9 to pin 
him d<nra oece and for all od aa,tlt.lng of pertintne• wU1 be run out. 
HJ:bony0 magame is Ntng advlsed that renlt1 of Curtta' tntervtew 
will be fvniahed Civil Rllhhl Dlvisk& 

BACltGROTJND: 

Beau ta tn neetpt et a letttr from Cllarl•• Leenard 
Sudera, 1--.mc Editor, ?9Eboll.Jn -cutn.e, eac.atnJtw aeml• 
literate letters f.roa RaJllllOad ClilJ'UA, an inmate of Whltneld County 
.Jail, DaltoB, G.orsta_.; Curll•, ta Ma letter•, elabu to have tnforma­
tlo• on tile 1'flll :mum aad Mr. luden •nests we 1lJAJ want » 
cheek Into Cmt•t ator, nd Mr,: lui.era requetta to be furnlShed 
uy information. ree11lth)g from· Gur tnqutrln whkh cu l>e rel.wed. 

Cuti• aUep• •• wu a former tnmate with ·1tay, dlaeaued 
kllllrc K111C over tlMt eoant of tkrH ·J~• ud a P'O'IP of "K.Kn 
badualmft COTet.lnC n,. etat• wv4('6t llf tile money for th.• K.lDI klWng. 

&JM:c• 
(T) CONTilitlBD "" OVER 
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. ·"' . 

• 

.. .... 

. . · _ YG!tU"'lebr da_..:lJd}r 1., ttU, ·,ur&I lttr 
enclosures •ve_ been reeeke& . . . · 

'. -· ·. - . 

. . : 

::. m.:e-,e~'Jomra,. 

. . . 

hlm E-- IIMYer 
Etnetor 

.,_ 

.,. • .. · . 

.NOTE: See m.ema Rosen ta DeLGae:b, -dated July 3, 1968, 
captioned Murkin, EJM:es.. 
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1820 South Michigan Ave.• Chicago, Illinois 80&16 

j ' 
• 
• 11 

I 
. I • 
:,: . ,, ' 

July 1, 1968 
j 

Dear Mr. Hoover: I have enclosed "-erox copies of corre-
s pondencc . that EBONY has had with R.i; ym,Jnd 

Curtis, who describe• himself as an inmate at Whitfield ·"' , j 
County Jail in Dalton, Georgia, and who clairna to have in- ~ 
formation about James Earl Ray and plan■ to murder Dr. Har-
tin Luther king, Jr. We thouiht that you might wi■h to have 
one of your agents check the authenticity of the allegations. 

I 
WP would be pleased, Hr. Hoover, to receive any reporf that 
cari be ·relPased in connection with the agPnt's investigdtion 
of Mr. Curtis' charges. . 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau 9f Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

CLS/ba 
~ncla. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Charle• Leonard Sanders 
Hllnaaina Editor 

r;, 
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Mr. John H. J ohnaon 

• u 

home addr••• 
Raymond Curtis 
Box 21 
Tunnel Hill Ga 30720 

May 30 (1968) 

I Sir I am Raymond Curtis the man that said we talk about 
killing king. 

will sir there ls things that for never been told thing he did 
and better (?)thing things that would make a story · 
ao 1f you or Enterrested and want the atory then I will look 
to here form you or some one you a end ot. 
1f ywornot enterrested and you no someone that is I 
would apprlciate It 1f you woud WT them about me and give 
my addreseok. I am atlll afthe whltfleld County Jail 
Dalton Ga. 30720. My home addr~ss ls at th top. sir I 
would apprlclat~ it 11 you would let me h!!:,• ~m you. thank 
you for your time. 

Raymond Curtis 

COPY:nm 

(The following note from Mr. Bandera wu noted on the envelope 
of the above letter • .J' 1. In1tial contact with euru.. " 
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ar Mr, C rUet 

trear. 

• 

MJ&X> d Curtu 
21 

l Hill, ' 

1 • h Mich n Ave.• Ch'cag 

J • 1 , 8 

, . 

Th you for your r c nt 
th 

BlllcanlJ, 

S r■ 
itor 
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Box 21 
Tunnel H!ll Ga. 30755 
June 22 (1918) 

Mr. Charle• L. Sander• 
. ltanlglne Editor 

Dear Mr S~der.s. 

I thank you for your annJlr to my letter. 

I hope that what Detail• I give you 1n 1h11 letter will be of help to you. 

wlll 111'. I haT• wrlt!Da a ltory. no co.e ba.t myNU bu Read it bu.t me. 
af'thla Um• I DO uiirtt w1ll have to be Re wrote for I am not a wrltt!!!J 
1t not bad u tfta. · 

tt all abollt the crime I (Weglble) did and about a crime I dld in 195' with 
Jam•• Earl Ray. and about th• 13 ynra u Prison Pal. and ffery thing 
we talk about. every thing and about Jame■ Earl Ray wanted the Job of 
kll11ng Martin Luther Kini Jr. we talk d. ldlllng K1Jia for 3 years. and 
we talk to thla man. form mlut.a1tppl tut new all about th KK 
bulne•m• u■octatlci, that wu to pat 11Ptu m.oney to ldll klnl, 
I also no the men man form mlula1lppL - - -
I in that 3 year we made map1. Juat han to find the Right Plac to kill 

king. W!!-11 hive made the mapa over my self they .!!!: with the itory al10. 

and Juat wheN we woulcl ro after we k1ll kine lo JN when we talk about 
I WU to be in cin lL bat I ..... not. the atory ... lt all In It.. all the big thing 
and the little one alao. and what Ray like and what he did not like 'l-i~s 
story could get me k1ll I no that. that la why. I wont aend the at1.. ·y by 
mail I no that th11 tagetlng lo be a long letter. but wb en you Read thl• if 
JOU nnl the ltory ok. if nit .Jut let me no you dont ok. that way I 
woat talk to (W.esible) more lbllllt It ot. - -

Mr Sanden. there or men 1n 5 ltat that la beblnl the Kini klWn,. and 
they dent _no_ whatT_no_. but Jame• Earl Ray clone. 

now·tbat they have Ray. tenn wW trial hbn·U they cet h1m back. -
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will they will want me to tlnefy will I Just dont no yet what I will do. 

You see me and Ray were Pal. I could tell what I have to the newes. 
that not much. 0r I Could mt say evv thing. and.• I did not tell ihe -~ 
F. B. L will this ie not a book Ha Ha. I am Just trying lo tell you what 
you ask o1 me 1n your letter. · 

U you have a man or have some one down th1a way if you will haye them 
stop by the Jail I will let them Read the story and you can go form there ok. 

I thank you again I will be looking to here. fOllm you soon. 

Raymond Curt.is 

I am still 1n the Dalton Co Jail. 

COPY:nm 

(The following note from Mr. Sander■ appeared on the en-vebpe of 
the above letter -- "3. Curt!■' second letter.'' 

I 
·- . ,4>, • eodr:lis 1tfl- ➔ c ____ill;,l. ___ _...____j! 
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... •, . 
't-22 (Re", 1-22-60), 

. ,,. ' ' Federal Bureau of In.igation 
Records Bran~ 

,i 

---2--~:;i_. __ , 19bf 

C:=J Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
CJ Service Unit - Room 6524 
C:=J Forward to File Review 
C==1 Attention L · ·. 
CJ Return to7l1e~~~ ;i-~; 

uperv1sor oom Ext.. 

Type of ~erences Requested: · 
~Regular Request (Analytical Seafcli) 
CJ All References (Subversiv~:;.& Noqsubversiv~) 
C:=J Subversive References Only . , · 
w~bversive Referer:ces Only. • 
~Main ______ Referen_ces Only 

; 

Typ_e. of,,&ecrrch Requested: 
C:::J Restricted to Locality of ~ 
CJ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
CJ Buildup c=J Variations 

Subject~~<:~ 
Birthdate & Place ____________ _ 

Address ~ ~ c 

Localities _______________ _ 
Searcher 

R----- Date _____ Initials -~ 
/ 

Prod. _________ _ 

FILE NUMBER SERIAL 

x!IL ,,., 

~-°'' ~~ e_, ~ I- 7 3sL-/- 9 - t/33,ZRJ ,3,, 
'{TJ) /1',A Jn ' V / 

-~ 
JV£ -~ 
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,. 

. JAL. {!_~G y ~ 
4-l!'2JR,i__v.-i-QJ60) ' • • '-

Federal Bureau of nveaation 
_ , . . Records Branc~ 

c:=J Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
CJ Service Unit - Room 6524 
c:=J Forward to File Review 

CJ Attention ~ , 
c=J Return to"fl1P /,L_ 

Supervisor oom 

Type of References Requested: 

;:?-..~o 
Ext. 

c=JRegular Request (Analytical Search) 
CJ All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
c:=J Subversive References Only 

1 

L.d.bl.ensubversive References Only ' 
L0"Main ______ References Only 

Type of Search Requested: 
c:=J Restricted to Locality of ______ _ 
CJ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
c:=J Buildup c=J Variations 

I 

Subject ~ /tA l7~P~ ~ 
Birthdate ~~-------~(J~~O~-----
Address _________________ _ 

Localities ________________ _ 
Searcher 

R----- Date ______ Initials 
1

~ 

Prod. __________ _ 
FILE NUMBER SERIAL 
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.,, t. 

. ·-- ........ .! - • tl 

•· .; 
1820 S uth Michigan Ave.• Chicago, Illinois 60616 

/ 

July 1, 1968 I 

r. Tolso~, J 

Mr. DeLoacit.:._ ' 
Mr. Mohr_-= I 
Iv'rr. Bishcp__ j 

Mr. Casper._ , 
l\fr. Callahan_ 
Mr. Conrac.I 
l\fr. Felt ··-· 
Mr. Gale~.= Z 
Mr. Roscn.C, 
Mr. SullivafC 
Mr. Tave! ·- i 

• Mr. Trott;;---' 
Tele. Roo~ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy.=_ 

, __ 
l 

Dear Mr. Hoover: I have enclosed xerox copies of corre-l 
spondence that EBONY has had with Raymond 

Curtis, who describes himself as an inmate at Whitfield 
County Jail in Dalton, Georgia, and wh~ claims to have in­
formation about James Earl Ray and plans to murder Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. We thought that you might wish to have 

_one of your agents check the authenticity·of the allegations. 

IWe would be pleased, Mr. Hoover, to receive any report.that 
can be released in connection with the agentts investigation 
of Mr. Curtist charges. . 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

CLS/ba 
encls. 

CIS~ 
Charles Leonard Sanders 

-Managing Editor 

, . 
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Mr. John H. Johnson 

·! .•. . . .. . , 
. ---- ~: ·- . ·""· . 

home address 
Raymond Curtis 
Box 21 
Tunnel Hill Ga 30720 

May 30 {1968) 

I Sir I am Raymond Curtis the man that said we talk about 
/ killing king. . .. 

I. 

will sir there is things that for never been told thing he did 
and better (?) thing things that would make a story 
so if you or Enterrested and want the story then I will look 
to here form you or some one you send ok. · · 
if youornot enterrested and you . no someone that is I · 
would appriciate it if you woud till them about me and give 
my address ok. I am still at the whitfield County Jail 
Dalton Ga. 30720. My home address is at th top. · sir I 
would appriciate it if you would let me here form you. thank 
you for your time. - -

Raymond Curtis 

COPY:nm 

(The following note from Mr. Sanders was noted on the envelope 
of the above letter --''l. Initial contact with Curtis." 

I ... 

., 
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1820 South Michigan Ave.• Chi4',, Illinois 60616 

June 18 1 1968 

,. . 

Dear Mr. Curtis: Thant:. you for your recent 

I 
letter which we ~ead with 

intere~t. :Sefore ,.-,e can determine its value as regards our 
: nmgazine, we will need more specific information. We would 
· -~ppreciate hearing from you again, giving us more details. 

Best re.gards. 

• 

:Hr. ?.aytiond Curtis 
Box 21 
Tunnel ~ill, Georgia 30720 

CLS:ch 

Sincerely, 

Charles L. Sanders 
Managing Editor 
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Mr. Charles L. Sanders 
Managine Editor 

Dear Mr Sanders. 

Box 21 
Tunnel Hill Ga. 30755 
June 22 (1968) 

I thank you for your answer to my letter. 
i 

I hope that what Details I give you in this letter will be of help to you. 
I 
I 
I • . 

will sir. I have writing a story. no one but myself has Read it but me. 
a'.tthis time I no that it will have to be Re wrote for I am not a writting 
it not bad as it is:- · -

it al~ about the crime i (illegible) did and about a crime I did in 1954 with 
James Earl Ray. and about the 13 years as Prison Pal. and every thing 
we talk about. every thing and about James Earl Ray wanted the Job of 
killing Martin Luther King Jr. we talk of killing King for 3 years. and 
we talk to this man. form mississippi that new all about th KK · 
businessmen association that was to put upthe money to kill king 
I also_ no_ the men man form mississippi. · 

[.in that 3 year we made maps. Just have to find the Right Plac to kill· 
king. will i have made the maps ·over my self they or with the story also. 

and Just where we would go after we kill king So yes when we talk about 
I was to be in on it. but I was not. the story has it all in it. all the big thing . 
and the little one also. and what Ray like and what he did not like this 
story could get me kill I no that. that is why. I wont send the story by 
mail I no that this isgeting to be a long letter. but when you Read this if 
you want the story ok. if not Just let me no you dont ok. that way I 
wont talk to (illegible) more about it ok. - -

Mr Sanderso there or men in 5 Stat that is behing the King killing. and 
they dont _no_ whatT_no_:,. but James Earl Ray doneo 

now that they have Ray. tenn will trial him if they get him backo 
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will they will want me to tirtefy will I Just dont no yet what I will do. - -- -
You see me and Ray were Pal. I could tell what I have to the newes. 
that not much. or I Could not say evy thing. and. I did not tell ~he 
F. B. I. will this is not a book Ha Ha. I am Just trying to tell you wl;lat 
you ask of me in your letter. 

if you have a man or have some one down this way if you will hav them· 
stop by the Jail I will let them Read t~e story and you can go for there ok. 

I thank you again I will be looking to he~ form you soon. 

Raymond Curtis 

I am still in the Dalton Co Jail. 

COPY:nm 

(The following note from Mr. Sanders appeared on the envelope of 
the above letter -- "3. Curtis' second letter." 
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.. ..- -~ r. ·.·-::"'.~-~~---------,.-,,,,,,._ ... _ .... s . ...-r••~· 
.. . - ... •··- ... ··- .. - ....... ·.• .. ., 

• 
o/;(1_ LJ 1820 South Michigan_ Ave.• Chicago, Illinois 60616 

·-~' . 

July 1, 1968 l 
~1 

Dear Mr. Hoover: I have enclosed xerox copies of correJ 
spondence that EBONY has had with Raymond 

Curtis, who describes himself as an inmate at Whitfield 
County Jail in Dalton, Georgia, and who claims to have in­
formation about James Earl Ray and plans to murder Dr.' Mar­
tin Luther King, Jr. We thought that you might wish to have 

_one of your agents check the authenticity·of the allegations. 

!We would be pleased, Mr. Hoover, to receive any report that 
can be released in connection with the agent's investigation 
of Mr. Curtis' _charges. , . 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

Very respectfully yours, Jr . C if. d ~~kvJ. 
Charles Leonard Sanders 
Mapaging Editor 

i 
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Mr. John H. Johnson 

. ·. ,, .. 

• 
home address 
Rayrriond Curtis 
Box 21 
Tunnel Hill Ga 30720 

. May 30 {1968) 

.1· Sir _I am_ Raymond Curtis the man that said we talk about 
." kllhng krng. · . 

I
ll will sir there is things that for neve~ been told thlng be did 
, and better (?) thing things that would make a Story 
. so '1 you or Enterrested and want the story then I will look 

to here form you or· some one you send ok. · 
if youornot enterrested and you . no someone that is I · . 
would appriciate it if you w.oud till them about me and give 
my address ok. I am still atthe whitfield County Jail 
Dalton Ga. 30720. My horn& address is at th top. · sir I 
would appriciate it if you would let me here form you. thank 
you for your time. . . - -

Raymond Curtis 
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