
June 18 1 1968 

. llear Hr. Curt.in: Than1: you for yo1..r recent 

I letter ~;hich we read with 
intere~t. ::Sefcre ·we can dete'.r'Cline its value as regards our 

, l'l.!agazine, i1e will need· t1ore specific in:forma tion. lle would 
· ·-appreciate hearing from you again, giving us mor.e details. I . . r ~est regards. 

~!r. ?.ay1::or.d Curtis 
~ox 21 
Tunnel nill, Georgia 30720 

CLS:ch 

Sincerely, 

Charles L. Sanders 
Manar;ing Editor 

, ·1 ·' . · .• t,..:... ...... 
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Mr. Charles L. Sanders 
Managine Editor 

Dear Mr Sanders. 

Box 21 j 

Tunnel Hill Ga. 30755 
June 22 (1968) 

I thank you for your answer to my letter. 
. I 

I ,hope that what Details I give you in this letter will be of help to you. 
I 

Will sir. I have writing a story. no one but my self has Read it but me. 
atthis time I no that it will have to be Re wrote for I am not a writting 
it not bad as it is:- · · -

it al~ about the crime i (illegible) did and about a crime I_ did in 1954 with 
James Earl Ray. and about the 13 years as Prison Pal. and every thing 
we talk about. every thing and about James Earl Ray wanted.the Job of 
killing Martin Luther King Jr. we talk of killing King for 3 years. and 
we talk to this man. form mississippi that new all about th KK · 
businessmen association that was to put upthe money to kill king 
I also _no_ the men man form mississippi. · 

r in that 3 year we made maps. Just have to find the Right Plac to kill · 
king. will i have made the maps over my setf they~ with the story also. 

and Just where we would go after we kill king So yes when we talk about 
I was to be in on it. but I was not. the story has it all- in it. all the big thing 
and the little one also. and what Ray like and what he did not like this 
story could get me kill I no that. that is why. I wont send the· story by 
mail I no that this is geting to be a long letter. but when you Read this if 
you want the story ok. if not Just let me no .you dont ok. that way·I 
wont talk to (illegible) more about it ok. - -

Mr Sanderso there or men in 5 Stat that is behing the King killing. and 
they dont _ no_ whatT _ no_:_. but James Earl Ray done, 

now lhat they have Ray. tenn will trial him if they get him back, 
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... e . 
will tµey will want me to til'tefy will I Just dont no yet what I will do. - -- -
You see me and Ray were Pal. I could tell what I have to the newes. 
that not much. or I Could not say evy thing. and. I did not tell f~e . 
F. B. I. will this is not a book Ha Ha. I am Just trying to tell you wl;lat 
you ask of me in your letter. 

if you have a man or have some one down this way if you will have them 
stop by the Jail I w~ll let them Read the story and you can go form\ there ok .. 

I thank you again I will be looking to he~ form you soon. 
\I_ . I -

,1 

. · Raymond Curtis 

I am still in the Dalton Co Jail. 
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I;D-30.2 (Rev. •f-lS-6•i) • 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ M_a_y_2 __ ._,_1~9_6_8 __ 

RAYNOND LOUIS CURTIS, who is confined in the 
Whitfield _County Jail, Dalton, Geor6ia, advised he did . 

inot personally serve time with JAMES EARL RAY in the Menard 
Prison, Illinois, and the only information h~ has r~gard-
iJg this is what RAY told him. This infor~ation was I 
related to him bj RAY while he and RAY were serving tim~ · 
together in. the Jackson County_ Jail, Kansas City, Missod1~i, 
for a six or s~ven mo_nth period. . . l · . 

He stated he never heard RAY say that he had ·I 
served time in Joliet or Pontiac Prisons, but he felt that 
if RAY had served time in either one of those places, he 
would probably have been shipped to Menard Prison for 
di_scharge. 

! CURTIS advised there i,rns a. clone associate of i . 

RA¥ 1s serving time in Jackson County with then. He cahnot 
re6all the name of this individual, but stated he was 
convicted as a co-defendant with RAY on the sane check 
ch~rge and fron conversation with RAY, this individual 
was presumably the sa:ne person with Nhom RAY seeved ti'.tle 
in Menard Prison. 

CURTIS advised he recalls a third unidentified 
individual.visiting RAY and his co-defendant in Jackson 
County Jail who _see'.tted very close _to both of the:n, but 
stated he strongly doubted that the visitor's log main­
tained at the Jail would reflect the na11e of this visitor 
due to i~regularities in keeping such.logs. 

He advised he could not furnish a description· 
of the third man. 

CURTIS advised he was confined in the Jefferson 
County Jail with RAY and his co-defendant fro~ approxi­
mately March or 1955 until July o~ 1955, and that they 
all subsequently ended up together in L·eavemrnrth Pris on. 

On __ 4-}_2_2_/_6_8 __ 8 t __ D_a_lton, Georgia File # _A_t_l_a_n_t_2_-_l1_lt_-_2-'3_8_6 __ _ 

by 3l-1 3ERk~),rtl) rt. 3_~_<_·~_n_·£ ____ : b_J"-·c ______ Datc dictated __ 4~/_2_6~/_S_3 ___ _ 
' This docuracntcontains neither recoramendntions nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is lonnecl to 

your agency; it und its contents are not to.be distributed outside your agency. 

,.1 

i 
' i . 
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He stated while at Leavenworth Prison, RAY's associate 
and co-defendant did nothing but lift weights_ and attempt 
~o improve his physique. 

! 

He described this co-defendant as being a white 
male, age 36., at that time, 5'10 11 to 6 1 , 180 pounds, and 
well built. 

: / l 
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· 1 

I RAYfl.i.OND LOUIS CURTIS, currently i.nca.rcerated ~·:hitfield 
County Jail, Dalton, Georgia,edvised that he has sp3nt time in 
p'.rison on two or three occagio!rn with JA!•IB3 Efl.RL RAY o CURTIS 
apvised he first bec:am.G acqus.inted 1:iith JffH~S ~.'.l.RL MY i[ March 

-1955 at the Jackson County Jail, Kansas City,· Missouri. He 
stated RAY was incarcerated at the Jackson County Jail o . 
Post Office burglary charges and h2d just recently been relensed 
from prison in Menard, Illinois, prior to his incarceratlon at 
Jackson County. CUR'IIS at the same time 'f,rns unde1· arrest -for 
armed robbGry and bank robbery in· the Missouri area. Du:z,:ing · 
this period, CURTIS stated he and RAY were cellmates for! 
approxi:nately six to seven months. \·fnile ce:!.lma.tcs, CURTIS 
recalled that RAY had a close friend, name un:ccca1J.ed, 1·;-ho 
visited him '-'ihiJ.e RAY was at the Jackson County Prison. This 
friend had been a former cellmatc of !1AY 'lii:'hen B.f'IY was incar·ccratcd­
at Menard., Illinois .. CURTIS never actually sar,-1 th is man but 
knew .that RAY had severaJ. visj_ts from ·one particular individual. 
This man kept RAY in si;:iending money i•Jhile RAY 1•ias in Jackson 
County Jail and in CUR.TIS 1 opinion this imldividual would harbo:r 
Rl\Y if RAY were on escape. 

CURTIS went on to 'say that RAY mad another close 
friend,; name unrecalled, of'. Italian descen'it, apparentl~r a 
11 big man 11 in the syndica tc. r.rhis Italian lhc=id ap:Jaren tly 
operated with I~Y in the past and both he and RAY had engaged 
in handling stolen Postal money -0rders and travelers checks. 

After ~ix or seven months as cellmates at Jackson 

.,. 

County Jail, RAY v:as sentenced to th:cee. ye:ars on the Post Of ficc 
bµrglary charges and transferred to Leaverin-:orth li'ede:cal Penitcnti&..r~·. 
Two weeks later Cu"'R'l'IS r0ceivcd a 16-year :s~ntence for bank robbery 
and also was sent to Leavenworth. ';-f.riile confined at Leavem,'or~h 
together, RAY spok~ of no gir1frienc1s and corrcs:9ond2d w j_th hone 
to the b-est of CURTIS I knowledge. While .:li:n Leavem·:orth, r:AY 
mentioned that he iroperated II frequently out of Quincy, Illinc:Ls. 
By 11operated 11

, RAY meant 11eng2.ged in burglary and p9.yroll jcb s. '1 

CURTIS :::ald tho.t Hhilc he and R:ffe..Y were incarcerated they 

I• 1-- ,_ ... ..._ 
-:... / (,~:: ;' -~ .::. 

Dote dictated ________ _ 
bY--------------------'-------

.. c .. : • - .::. 

· f lh Fol II · lh rl of Iha F61 ond Is loo nod lo your ='J"" :y; 
This document contains nci:her recoi."lmendotion1 nor conclus,ons o e w • is · & ~rope Y 

II ond its conlanls oro not lo bo dislribut,i<l outside your agency. 
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engaged in crooked poke:c games and tool( fellow· p·:cisoners 
for money. In th:e opinion of CUj:1'i'IS, R!\Y was a good poker 
pl~yer and an excellent card handler. During this incarceration 
RAY mentioned u.nder·,rnrld and hoodlum connections, names unrecalled, 
in Chicago., Detroit, Tampa; and· the Tijuana, M:exico a:cea.· 
CUffl1IS i•ient on to say that after serving seven to eight months with . 

.. RAY at Lcavcn11-1orth he ~•:as transferred to the United States Penitenti2:c 
Atlanta, Geore;ia. CURTIS served six to seven yc2..rs -in the Unltcd 
Stt!es Penitentiary, Atlanta, 211.d in June 1962 was released but 
seJt back to the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, to serve tim~ on ar;ned robbery charges. While in the 
state penitentiary c1t Jefferson City, Missouri, CUffI'IS again 
was incarcerated with J.1-\l'iES EABL RAY. On occasions thev wc:re 
in the sa.rr,e cell togBtl'1cr in 11 B 11 Hall 8.nd 't::1 E.all. The~/ seTV-:!d 
together from 1962 to 1966. vihilc in "Bn and 11 C11 H2lJ.s thGy 
were together in a three-man cell •with a thi:rd individual i·:ho 
CUR'l1IS said could verify the follm·1in,s facts but i•:hom CUR'l'IS 
refused to identify, but whom .. CUR'l'IS refused to identify: 

CURTIS stated that during this incarce:rai.:.ion Prn sident 
JOHN F. KENNEDY was assassinated and ~,10rd from. the outside filtered 
into the prison that this wa~ p~obably a conspiracy. Word came 
in that KENNEDY had a 11 bou:r.t;(' on hj_s hGad. CuR'EIS '\·,28 '\..mable to 
give further details on the 1bounty11

• He said i:i. J..963-196 1-1-

Dr. King's mcvements becari1e,:.onc of the topics of co!:.versat1.or.. at 
the state ~enitcntiary. Word got around to the inmates that the 
11 KK oi' the South 11 1·,•ho apparently went t•) busin:3ssmen and had r2.j_s0d 
approxi:nately a million dolla):s, had a nbom:.ty 11 :1.•,iith tr.cs money on 
KING 1 s heed. CURl'IS ~\·as unable to give further details or 
information regarding 11 KK of th2 South 11

• 

CUH'i'IS said that fror~ 1962 to 1966 before CUR'rIS 1 

release RAY mentJor,.:::d at least a dozc:i times that had he kno•:m 
about a 11 bou:1ti' on Presid,::;:-it KEi·JXEDY' s ht"!ad -and :1.2d he been out 
he would ha-.:c made ev;:;rv effort 'co colleGt it. -;< .. AY .'.;.}E.'0 said 
anry·ro-·°'r.'l ..... .,_:"'\,t- a .... , '7:':). ,.'::~:Jo-·.! .:...\1n ..,....~~"'}t ..... f c- .. ·p•-riI'" ?1:\:-. !"",..\ c· .,_ 1 .. - ,,J..1.c'.v';...~J ,.. ___ ),..,~r: vJ..,,e;:, .,_n ,.,,_~ p ___ ,..,1,;.1C-:o ') J_,.,_ 0 l~ 1._. c:OL, 

01..1.'c in .t.:?w and i:"· KING i:a:~ ~till aL .. vc he ',·:oull like; to get tbD 
i'bountr' on KING 11

• ":;\_f},y r.2v.3r m::;n~:!..onc::d ·.-:ho;:1 he ;·1e;u:.c1 cori.tact to 
g·c..r ,._L,,,.liS ,:b,..,uy·,'--,,'' 'o,·'L,· i~•f1-' 111 I'.:.: ::c,1-..,·_i:=--.t"'(! 7".('~~ c··•~r.1J·•,31 e1r,r:-"nt 1 ··..-.r,·.• •'-''-' •- ,_, ,.v._, ~ v..,_, __ ._. --• --· ~u_ .:..L, .•• s,- --'--'·•··~- ✓ :·.a, ... ,. 
har~to con~~ct such peo9~e. 

CU}rrrs T.•:or1t or~ "CO sc:.~; t}-!::_t. :.}1e e.1.:>ov~~ ~t2tQ~~-~n':.s C•..;:1Cel 1 ~1i.>.:: 
Kr~G rn.:::tdc by ri..:\Y v.:c:t,J h.2J.::cd b~" the 'vhird cs::1.,:.::t~ ;:\:::ntior.--r:.l 2.b-:i'.'-..!. 
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· · I ... In additlon CURTIS stated that RAY had a friend 
in : New. Orlea.ns, Louisiana ~FinST NAME UNKNOWN) COIN (pho~etic) 

· who was apparently a 11 fenm~ • This man w2.s welJ. connectea · 
. with the hoodlum elem-:::nt., hm·1ever, was quit~ old and in the: 

opin:Lon of RAY was j_n 1955 at least 55 to 60 years of age. In 
the opinion of CURTIS this indivj_dual would deflP-i'cclJT harbor 
RAY. CURTIS kncv-1 no close frends or associates of RAY. 
R.'.\Y~ allegedJ.y through prison grapevine., had a wire but this 
was ncve::c mentioned by RAY. CUR'l~:cs said., ho11\1 ever, a fe-r.,•1 prisoners 
mel).tioned family connections. Wh:tle in prison RAY also mentioned 
gambling in Los Ang,~les, California. No specific place in Los 
Angeles as to the gambling was mentioned. RAY in CURTIS' opinion 
was

1 
a. 11high liver11 when outside and would associat.:: \•1ith 

prostitutes taking one .fro.m -town to tmm. 

. i RAY Hith regard to KING I s killing indicated he ·would 
mak!; all rules and .would in 9-11 probability demand the 1:bour1ty 11 

money ba put ln a bank. RAY mentioned thr;.; e forelgr: co1_.1_l'ltrics, 
which hE) had 1~2.rn/~d a.bout e.nd ·11hlch CUnTIS assumed Rf:.Y wouJ.d go 
to .if out of the United States. These foreign countries were 
New Zea1and, Braztl, and Switz2rland, CURTIS \.',as of the opinj_on 
that not over three people would be involved in the actual 
assassination. It would have been well planned with diversionary 
measures and in the oninion of CURTIS a second individuaJ.J not 

·RAY, would have driven the getai-.ray car to Atlanta as a 
diversionary ra8asure. 

CURTIS said he wo_uld not testify to the above facts 
because if he did testify to thi.s information r.e 1rnuld fear for 
his life. 

I 
I 

. i 
I 
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. Mr • D. J. · Brennan, Jr.· '7/3/68 

:MURKIN 
.... 

. . · This cas~ involv~$-tbe.mur,der of Martin Lqther 
·King, -Jr-. .. ·- ·, -.. - · ·· · 

. . : Liaieon was requested to discuss With the > . 
· State Department the feasibility ot an inquiry. by State of·.-- .. 
the .Swiss· Government ;regarding tile possibility·. that James ·Earl 
Ray may have· .a bank .account in Sw;l tzerla.nd. · 

_ . ·on 7/l/68 ·~. tawren<ie Gruza·, Office of. Security, 
State,· advised. that Swiss ·bank account.a a:re consideJ;"ed by the. 
Swiss Gover~ment to be "sacred" under the Swiss Bank Secrecy 

. Act and that State had had .little success in the past in • 
gaining access to such information. Gruza point~d out that 

·through·d1piomatic challlleis State has, in isolated cases, been-. 
able to obtain Swiss ·-bank ·.-information by ,meeting the folJowing · 
requirements:. (1) the u.-·· s. crime involved is simil~rly a · -

· crime in. SWitze:r:land, (2) a copy of the indictment i~ made 
available. to the SW1s$, (3) inform:)t-ion is furnished strongly 
indicating that an.account actually:ex:t.sted.l Gruza explained. 

· that the Swiss would. 1iildoubted1y· deny any request for b_ank 
·. information .if at . least ·the ~bove .requirements are not. m~t .•. 

ACTION: --
••· ,• T 

· For information of the Civil Rtght$ Section, · 
General Invei;;tigative Divis_ion., · · · . 

•· , .. 

. -1~ · ~ : S s3 ·1;u 1RR ··. 

·_: -fB-1 _:' .. 
HEC,O:- Cf.A lOP.H.l?. 

., .. •, 
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. 7/2/68 

W. D. Griffith 

. MURKIN 

. . _- Reference· is made to cablegram from Legat, London, dated 
7/1/68 requesting that the known l~d- pri~ing .of subject James Earl Ray 
be compared with the note use~ in the attempted bank robbery of the -National -
Provincial Bank, 74 Sloane __ st., Londolt, ·sw 1, England, on-6/29/67. _ · -

.- :.) 

As a result of a comparison· of the above described note with 
the hand printing of James· Earl Ray it was determined that the note ~n questiQn 
was not prepared by subject Ray. 

RECOMMENDATION: None. · For information. 

44-38861 

d) t1i1r. Rosen (Mr~- .Long, -.226Q)- · 
1 ~ Mr .. Conrad · 
1. - Mr. Griffith 
l - Mr. Mortiqier 
1-- Lab Files 

· l - 163-19438 

JHM:mb (7). 
-ADDENDUM: :Results of comparison set out above are 

being ;included in cablegram being ant to Legat, 
London; ~Y the Gen~ral investigativ~·Division. · 

.. 
<\·-··• , r , ' . 
:lil j . .:' _f '.: ·.;'\ ~ti: - -

. _, .. 

. i 
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MR. TOLSON 

C. D. DeLOACH 

MURXIN 

1 - DeLoach 
1 - Rosen 
1 - Gale 

• r 

July 2, 1968 

Mr. Rosen, very properly, advised me t:is afternlon 
that SAC»Jensen, Me1uph.is, had called the Civil Rights Section,. 
General Investigative Division, relative to a call he, Jensen, 
had received from Shelby County Prosecutor Canale, as welljas 
a later call received from Assistant Attorney General Step~en 
Pollak. • · I 

Prosecutor Canale called Jensen to say there appeared 
to be somewhat of a problem involving Stephens, the important 
witness who saw James Earl P..ay leaving the :flophouse, 420 South 
Main Street, immediately following the assassination of King. 
Stephens is a drunk, is disreputable, and of course there can 
be no assm.•ance as to his whereabouts unless lle is closely 
follcrped. Canale called Jensen to indicate a desire that the 
FBI take Stephens into protective custody and hold him until 
the trial of James Earl Ray. Jensen, very properly, told Canale 
that the iDI could not do this. Canale replied that if Jensen 
didn't mind he would call Assistant Attorney General.Pollak about 
the matter. Jensen told Canale that it was entirely up to him as 
to whether or not he called Pollak. 

Apparently Canale did call Pollak and immediately there­
after Pollak placed a long distance call to our SAC, Jensen in 
Memphis. Jensen called FBI Headquarters before answering Pollak's 
call. 

I told Rosen to call &\C Jensen back and tell him that 
he should answer Assistant Attorney General Pollak's call but to 
flatly in.fora Pollak that he should deal with FBI Headquarters 
rather than attempting to deal directly with our SACs in the fieldo 

In the meantime, I attempted to call Pollak. In his 
absence, I talked with Bob ~en, Pella.k's-first assistant. I told 
Owen that Pollak nor any other Assistant Attorney General should 
attempt to deal directly with cur SACs inasmuch as such atte~pts 
merely lead to con±usion and incf!icicncy. I stated also that our 
SACs, of necessity, ~ould clear with FBI Headquarters prior to 
putting into effect any instructions issued by the Department of 
Justiee" Cw-2n :replied tbt ha :.igreed ar:.d he did not know why 

(4) CO!IT!!TIJED - OV.E..B. 
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Pollak had called Jensen directly. He stated that Pollak probably 
desiTed to discuss the Canale call. I interrupted Owen and told 
him I was well aware of canale's requesi; that the FBI had no 
i11tentio11s wha,tsoever of acting as a 0 baby sitter" for the Shelby 
County Prosecutor 0 s Officeo l stated this is a problem strictly 
for the Prosecutor and not one for the FBI. OWen stated that be 
also agreed with this statement and that :i.n his op:lnion Canale 
should a·ttei-npt to get a capable detective to "sit with" Stephens 
until the James E.:-u:-1 Ray trial took placeo 

Assistant Attorney General Pollak returned my call at 
5:35 p~m .. He told me he regretted getting -in wrong channels and 
that.· pe1,.haps he should have called Rosen or me prior to attempting 
to reach SAC Jenseno I told him this was absolutely right and 
that he should realize better efficiency would be accomplished by 
go.iµg through propor channels. lie stated he would be gulded 
accordingly in the futurec 

We then thoroughly discussed the Canale request and 
Pollak told me Canale.had made no such request of him. He said 
Canale apparently told our SAC one thing and then when he called 
Pollak he merely asked advice. I told Pollak neve1•theless Canale 
should realize that the FBI would not be his ubaby sitter." Pollak 
agreed. Re stated he had made a record of Canale's call to.him 
and that while he had refused to offer canale any advice·, he had 
ventured the thought that protective custody o;f Stephens might 
ruin him as a witness. Ee stn. ted th.at the pi~oposi tion. bad been 
discussed that sonie iletective might take Stephens fishing until 
the James Earl Ray case took place°' I told him this, of courset 
was entirely up to the Shelby County Prosecutoi" ~s Off ice and no·t 
the FBI. 

ACTION: 

For record purposes. 
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MR.· TROTTER 

S. F. Latona 

MtmKlN_ 

7/1/88 

. . 

·-: .J'INOERPal'NT TEITIMONY AT 
EX'l'RADrrtoK B~ING .. - . . . ·.. ' . ,·.-

i '·. , ~ ~- • :. • • • .• 

. . . . 

. , · ··_ .. _-. · . Fblgerprtn.t ltxaintner -~p_:J., Bonebrake retur11ed.-. 
. :to W•h1.llgton, D. C., frot!1 LOlldo.n~ h&liiil,t; -at 5:411 P. M._, on . 

. . .6 /li/68, vta T:ran.1 Wo~J.d Airline• fi1&'ltt flOt. . · . · . . · . 
. . 

.. , · -. . Tbe nauilPi,t.atned 6/Jrt/88, · 1.n ·eow Sb' .. t Kqie- • .. 
·_tr~•• covt ~~" C!Jlef ~•ti'OPf!ltta¥ ~•tr~·PrUik.KU~,.. · . · 
~t the tatet ,rtnt (fneJ.oped otJ -tt,e~ ,me. -th& 1ar..m pr1at at). ··tbe mi..:. 

. ·ldopte fricht, .. tI:te. lateat prlnt .pa ·ibe bmo$lara; 'n- ftnp.r,rtnta. tJf , - _ ". _ , .... 
. J~• Earl Raf, tm,a :10/11/'9• bJ :Loa _Anp_1'•i CalUornta, Police , , 

·- -~ ·De~nt, tbe.~UU ~ell m ~tt(m wlth Raf'• ~cui:e.tattm;i •.' 
. .. . · . _. jJt .. tanun state ~ttea~, ud the ~t• ~ ~om the ct.• . 

.. . . : f.-,:tdqt ~t. thrl"'timli of ha a.rt-eat~at the ladon Atrp.Jtt,_ ~t•. all the 
' · ·. . . · tinp~,;::1# N ·$id the,tjD.tne Jala/ · :· · · · · 

' • • ~.' ,;~ . • '~-- ~ • • .·~-· ' .• ·_ •. • • . • , ' - ,, • • ' ' =· • ~ . ~-: . . ·•. . _,, . • • 

· . · · .... Charted. ~mets Uluattal'bc the three laeat print · · · 
. 'tdeattftcatibd nn -tllan .mdktd u· edlbtt• ·• pl&eed .ln -•~• fo-

.. ,· ... · -. ·ptbar l'tth am.b.rakl·'• · 11.f!lavit W't&· uhllli'9 •.. B~iatet Davtd c.ieatt,, 

.-. · . -· ~- &Me~-Sollotb>Y N{pl 141.w*. i,r•~ 1;1\4. cue ffu" 'tb, U .. · S. GO'Yen- . 
- '< ~ • :. •.. ~- ••t.;-t< '. '• ' . . ' 

;~ ~ . o ,;.-r .. . . . ' . : :· , .. :.. ::·· -:• ·~/ . . . . , .. 
· .·. '~,~-,,~'._·..-:,,~~ · .. _. ~ttatt:r J\ap~'hJeb;,'. tit'• LQl.•ou.t~., ·dt4nol 

,, ·;~_-::ero~aamtu· ..,_._..,.ltv,e to--~ ttlc•.tJJ"Ut -~aftm_,.,.::t,at 4~ 
. ·: .-~~ ~- a.l~.th-~•ntuc ::&e aa~~ute• • tlle. late: nr .-~ · 
· :: ·. _Lu~ x1i11. H~. • c~~u011 wtth the et.\ii.l ·riei.a- st.Jftmettt ad -U. .•. . ... -•._ '> f•l'-f• . ..a 1$~o_na pne,atettm thts•eQIQltrfu:a•rttftlt ,t·K~~•.act~~•~--

. .. . :-. . . .. . . . . . . , . ·. ·. l 

~- -: · · . _·. _ ·, · · ••~:~)Jr ~ l'tJLllll;lf ·t.hf.t the kUltns Qf Kw , ·._,; 
'.:: ',"· Y8'·JO~UleallJ mottv . · and lher6t~~~'Wend¥ttm i,,ot ~~le'' .. '.;: 

. . 'tciO ,\fl~;,~I) ~ OVKR) . 

' < I • - ' 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



'" ·~ ~~ 

Memorandum to MR~ TROTTER 
RE: MOR.KIN 
44-38861 

• 

under the existing treaty between United States and Great Britain, 
the hearing was adjourned until July 2, 1968. The re~ults ef the 
hearing will be reported to the Bureau by Legat, Lotidon .• 

. . . . ' 

With the exception of the charted enlargements, which· 
were retained by the court, all material removed from the files has 
beitlil returned. · 

RECOMMENDATION: 

For information. 

- 2 -

l 
! 
I 
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• 
Tae Attorney General 

The foregoing il'lformatio·n was furnished by New Scotland 
Yard on a confidential basis and should not be disseminated Olltside ~ ·· B f­
tbe Department. 

---·--------------·- - -· ---- -- -
You will continue to• be kept advlsed of any pertinent 

d.eve;}opm.ents. 

1 - The Deputy Atto.rnley General 

1 - Mr~ Steplln J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 

1 ... Mr. Fred M. Vmson, Jr • 
.Assistant Attorney General 

NOTE: 

Above information..furnished on confidential basis by 
New Scotland Yard. We are checking out unsolved bank robberies 
in United States from period of Ray's escape 4/23/67 from Missouri 
State Penitentiary for similar niodus operandi and will pursue any 
developed. Royal Canadian Mounted Police requested by Legal Attache' 
to. do likewise. All aspects being vigorously pursued. 
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STATE 004 

IMMEDIATE 6- 29 - 68 EXR 

TO DIRECTOR <FOR INFO PARIS 003 ) 

FRO M LEGAT LO NDON NO . 81 

\ 
(aJ~ 

MURKIN . 

Mr. Tolson __ 1 

l\lr. Dd,nach ..... ! 
Mr. Mohr ·- ----- l 
Mr. Bi:,:oop ... ----· 
Mr. Caspi!r --·--
l\1r . Callo han_. ___ _ 

i'rfr. Conru ..... 
'Mr. Felt . ---·-· J 
)lr. Gale . ·----·· I 
l\!r. Rosen ..... ----· j 
!llr. S1,;ll1,·an ··-·. ! 
Mr. Tav_P_l_,,.------ l 
}lr. T v-.- ........ .. I 

Tele. Room ···---1• 
1\Iis~ Ho mes ··--·-
Miss Gandy .. ·-····-

1 - ----1 
------·---· i 

·SOURCES r NEW 

CO MM ITTED BY AN 

/ /,44. i-µ) ,,,,__ / 0,-V 

SCOTL'° YA ;D ADV! S~ N JU NE FOUR LA ST / ARMED ROBBERY "'"'Q 
~ 't'/M,. I 

REVOLVER WHO ENTERED LO ND ON TRUSTEES SAVI NGS 

BA NK, FULHAMJ AN6 HELD UP MEMBERS BANK STAFF OBTAINING NINETY FIVE 

OF JA ME S EA RL RAY . 

ADD IT IO NA LLY of BASis't1 NTERVIEWS BANK STAFF AND°"SALESMAN ! ~ TAILOR 
. ~ 

SHOP WH ICH MAN ENTERED AFTEt°ROBBER Y, ALL DESCRIPTIONt' U , Y. 
I t 

A~ 
~ 

STATE ~ DENCE ,SUFFICIE NT TO PROVE OBBERY OFFE NSE CO M~ITTED BY RAY . 

~M f NT ffi-V I EWE"£" ;JU" 0 N- N-E--X • 

END PAGE ONE 
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. ~ 

PAGE r.:!,.~~ _,,. . . . ~ 
~ ~ CONCERNE~ MAY HAVE COMMITTED OTHER OFFENSEt"-"~, IN 

PAR;ICULA~BANK ROBBERY AT PLYMOUTH, ENGLAN~AY THRE'r bNE ~A-S-Tlflf' 
- a, Wlflllt _,_. I CINl~nMf __.,. 

WHERE"'-SIMILAR MODUS OPERANDl"USED ANI:r""ARTISTS l~~~&N BEARS LIKE-

N E S S T O RA Y .. J?tl-9-1=-S-S-Q.JL.R-A-~N-'F--P.1=¥M9-l:l-T-l=l-~Gl-R-g.X.JilB.U.I..O.N TO W Il N E.S.S • • 

SIXTY SEVEN. 

END PAGE TWO 

i ~ . , ... 
1' ' 
! "-­
i 

j 
l; , i 
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PAGE THREE 

ROBBERY CHARGES WILL NOT AFFECT EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS AND I 

VERY MUCH DOUBT RAY IN LONDON JUNE TWO NINE, SIXTY SEVEN OR THAT HE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDER. 

REALIZING EXTREME IMPORTANCE OF GETTING JUNE FOUR LAST ROBBERY 

INTO REALM OF PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE SO AS TO SQUELCH STORIES OF RAY HAVING 

THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS, ETC. I HAVE EXPLORED THIS WITH YARD. YARD 

WILL DISCUSS WITH PROSECUTOR"S OFFICE ON JULY ONE NEXT AND ADVISE ME. 

YARD WILL ALSO ADVISE IF I CAN REVEAL THIS INFO TO VINSON. AS OF NOW 

INFO RECEIVED UNOFFICIALLY AND CONFIDENTIALLY AND SHOULD NOT BE 

DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE BUREAU. I WILL ADVISE JULY ONE NEXT IF DEPART­

MENT CAN BE INFORMED. SINCE EVIDENCE RAY COMMITTED JUNE FOUR LAST 

ROBBERY IS CONCLUSIVE SUGGEST BUREAU REVIEW UNSOLVED ONE MAN BANK ROB­

BERIES WITH SIMILAR MODUS OPERANDI SINCE RAYS ESCAPE AND REQUEST RCMP 

DO LIKEWISE. PARIS REQUESTED UACB TO HAVE PORTUGUESE POLICE REVIEW 

UNSOLVED ROBBERIES LISBON FOR PERIOD MAY EIGHT TO SEVENTEEN LAST 

AND CONSIDER EXHIBITING RAY'S PHOTO TO VICTIMS. 

END PAGE THREE 

. ·- . , . -· .. -·-· ... ,.. .... -~' 
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PAGE F'OUR 

REBUCAB JUNE ONE LAST RE ARTHUR JACKSON HANES. BRITISH HOME OF'F'ICE 

HAS REQUESTED YARD TO DEFINITELY ESTABLISH THAT HANES AND SON HAVE 

RETURNED TO US. ALL SOURCES CHECKED AND WHEREABOUTS OF' HANES CANNOT 

BE ESTABLISHED HERE BUREAU REQUESTED TO HAVE BIRMINGHAM DISCREETLY 

DETERMINE IF HANES AND SON HAVE RETURNED. SUCAB. 

RECEIVED: 1243PM EXR 

f ', , I 

i 
l 
! 
j 

. --~ 
,j 

., 
'l 
·1 

·1 ~-

"~ 

J 
ii 

\I 
'·l! 

11 

-ii 
II 

J 
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OPYIONAL ,011:M. NO. I 0 
MA'f 19~? EDITION 

r GSA GEN. ltEG. NO. 27 

- SOI0-106 • Tolson __ 
DeLoach __ 

TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
Mr. DeLoach 

A. Rosen 

MURKIN 

1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

DATE: June 28, 1968 
DeLoach ~ 
Ros en UJ- Mr. Long 
Malley 
McGowan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Trotter 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

, In connection with the extradition hearing of subject 

Mohr __ _ 
Bishop __ 
Casper __ 
Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 

Felt--~ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tave[ __ _ 
Trotter __ 
Tele. Room_ 
Holmes __ 
Gandy __ _ 

James Earl Ray in London on June 27, 1968, defense called on a 
~ondon Times Correspondent Peter Hopkirk, who had been 
~ubpoenaed for the defense. Hop kirk testified that he spent time in 
America and pointed out he had been in Memphis the day after King 
was killed. The counsel lead Hopkfrk through a series of situations 
concerning whether or not King was liked or disliked by whites in 
the South. The Magistrate interrupted during this testimony to 
point out that much of what the counsel was stating was common 
knowledge, at least to educated people.- The Magistrate also 
pointed out it was obvious that defense was trying to make a 
political figure out of King in order to make a case that Ray's 
extradition was being sought as a political refugee • . 

The defense counsel in commencing with summation dealt 
with application for extradition by Missouri for robbery with violence. 
He went into a lengthy discourse citing various authorities in an 
effort to establish that robbery with violence does not meet the 
definition· of robbery as stated in the extradition treaty. He cited 
various authorities dealing with the political character of extradition 
for various offenses and whether or not the offense has been committed 
in the political concept. The def ens.e pointed out that one reason he 
requested Ray to make a statement was to show Ray had no cause.for 
private revenge or personal malice towards King. 

The court adjourned at 4 :45 p. m. ·on June 27, 1968, and 
the Magistrate stated he would remand Ray on all counts until 
July 2, 1968. He then asked both counsels if they felt they could. 
finish in one day and they both responded yes. 

REL:mt 
(8) 

CONTINUED - OVER 
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• 
Memo Rosen to DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

• 
Prior to the extradition hearing of subject Ray, he was 

remanded on the local charges of possessing a firearm and improper 
passport to July 8, 1968. · 

George J. Bonebrake, Fingerprint Examiner assigned 
to our Identification Division, testified at the extradition of Ray in 
London, England, on June 27, 1968. He is departing London and is 
scheduled to arrive today (June 28, .1968) at Dulles International 
Airport, Washington, D. c., at 4:40 p. m. 

i 

Assistant Attorney General Fred M. Vinson, Jr. , 
previously planned to depart London today; however, he indicated 
h~ may stay over until July 2, 1968, on the basis of .the fact it appears 
that defense counsel was laying groundwork for appeal to Queen's 
Bench on the ground that this is a political extradition. It is 
conceivable that the rejection of question of defense of robbery by 
violence could be a basis for further appeal from Queen's Bench 
Court to the House of Lords on the question of British law. · 

Our Legal Attache in Paris advises that the Portuguese 
Police authorities have completed investigation at the Lisbon, 
Po;rtugal banks regarding subject. Ray opening an account at the banks 
and they have located absolutely no information that Ray did any • 
banking business while in Lisbon.. Portuguese authorities further 
advised that subject Ray paid cash for his ticket from Lisbon to 
London, England, on May 17, 1968. · · 

A news release from London appearing in a Memphis 
newspaper, indicates that a chief witness against subject James Earl 
Ray is one Charlie Stephens. It is noted that Steph,ens resided in the 
same rooming house as Ray at Memphis on April J, 1968, and furnished 
us information. As a result of this news article, !?'the local reporters in 
Memphis have made efforts to locate Charlie Stephens at a rooming 
house where he formerly resided. Numerous inquiries were received 
at our Memphis Office as to the whereabouts of Charlie Stephens and 
all inquiries were answered with no comments. Our Memphis Office 
advises that Stephens is currently residing with relatives in an adjoining 
state and his whereabouts is known to our Memphis Office. · 

. - 2 - CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memo Rosen to DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

ACTION: 

• 

You will be advised of all pertinent developments. 

- 3 -
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' . 
• • .- •. ·r' :_.' • 

•• ... : -. :_· ' • • "1, ._. 

.•· . ·' ~' _·::~ . ·, _: ·:. ASSASSI~TlOl(~F-.DRTl:N LlJTBmt ,JCI~. Jii'~--/<· ... > --\- '·, ··.--. 
' _... .. ' . . ) ,' . . . . ' . ; . . •,• ·. . : . ~. •. . . - ' - . . - . _.,. . . 

· C ~ . ·. · _ • ~- .. ,< ·:·.: , . _ : :·· . \~- ~ ~· .. ·. : ~:-- > __ F _ ... ,_--·: ··. ··_. < . j • , ·:,. _ • 

. ·:. -A1:, about, 6 P••• ~ · on _-4 ... 4--68, -:While standing· on .... 

, .. :· ·: .. the,._s~~o~d .ii~:t-- -~cony,,_o:t-:th~ ~r~-1~-n~,~l i~ ,Ke~ph_i.~ -·.::- ' 
: .. ,•, ~n~es,~- -~i,n---Luth~;--,gi-~-,---~~~-,.\.:__, :.struc;~ ,in .tho··: __ '·:· ; 

. ~ - - . . . . ' 

- .: ·,· .- ,·:-.:.right sid•··of tli•-fae~ ':b;.··. :slngl~Jb\J;llot believed to. hav~ 
•• ~ ', •• ., • - • • , • •< " • -,. • "' ' • ~ • < ' • - ' •• 

~' . b~n -tl~ed; f~Oll ·-·--~!tie.··: .. ili~~te~ 'aiter -King -•• -·.sh~t, .-, '_· ,_' ': . ·, C -

-~ite taal•--•·S. -obli~~~d·i:. ~ve-·dr~~~ a ·bun~~. on the· _:·_ :.· ·· ::~ -- ·· 

.. :: ·.•idewa.lk,, _1,· fr~nt ~f: ~- e~t-e: _:near: t;~_- .:$~e~ -of_:_t_~;~:e_~ble/.-. > . ,' · -: ,- .· 
1 

. Included i~, :the abandoned ·-articlu ~- a- rifle. vi-th a'.~. -. . · . i 
• ~ • ... • ' ' t • - ~ • , • ~ , • ~ - .~ • • ~ 

:_ . · ·:·te1~scopic· si1ht ·which. a$· (let•nai~d to b&v• betn -pur~1-•~d . · 

,, . ,. ~- _,: o~- 3(29~~o)esf-1~-:B~i-•, Ala~~--. Al~~· :round ·•1th_~- . _:·:;:_ .. : . ·,. ~-- ' 

:· ,. ·. · : . ---t4e r:ifle •re,·undetshorts~- • T-sli¢j:-t:---binQCular•·, a , ~ .·,; · · 

-:\ , __ · _· · __ :_ ·. _ _-_ ~~pt1per-, ;-~Jl atie~ shav•_,-1oti~n_ bot~l•·~---two ~~,-;a•d bee,:·.-. ;:_·~-, :-- :· 
G: .,._ .•• • .•.. • . , ,_'·_,, ' ... 

,. 
'. 
I 
I 

. ·, · cturs,. and a ·.brown· and .gree:at ,bedsprea.d. - _ _: . · 

'. . ,-·_' { _·._·, "',_. ;.: .· '·. ~cf .• ~t~bliehe~~ ~~~,-.· pera~n :. uei~&" the--~ . / 

· .: : .--. -.. ~ .. ·-- of ;Er1cj1. Ga.it, ·w1t6 ~~~{~~~~.d ai a.-~t,1 -1~ u~~d•/ -- . 

- ·: -. T,n~ss~"-~~ -• .:.s~ss,:: ~s ~- --~r~. sus~t 'i.n :thi$ c~.... '.. , . 
. . al,so_· d~;ei'tsln~~· 'tha.t ·Oalt. ·---~ .dri~i-: •. ::_~it•. au.tang a-u~o- ' . 

· · ,aiobite ri t:ii Atallaa' lke~~ i.~d i.!iijl ~•ll•i~le •• .•~nilo~d · .. · ,, 
_ .: . in Atlanta,.· Georgia.- on 4,..~-68~•-··.' _ - :''- · - - ·, . . : · ·-· 

·. : ·_ ·_ :_ . _ >-- ·:_ ·.: As·, a :res~lt··--of··~~~kiug.-_the '•1i~ei-pri~t~ ot '_:_ ·_. -~:. · ,' 
, ' , . \, . ' ' 

. ·_53,0~ i~tiVf)., ._th .. _\at~~t- fi-tigert,rin;ts found ~n.-.-u. .>.-· '. ' 
'. .. -r~~1.:~~d oth~r -~~-i~~~~ --~bando~~d- were .d~t~~ined to be:. < -.. 

. . ~ . ' ~' -:.:. . ~ . . .:· . ...., . , . 
-: • • : : • ':.'_ ~. J • 1 ' -

• • I~ 

'.,- -... · , __ 
. ' . 

'· . 
, I' • 

"-_,.- .. · .. ··. 
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.. • _ .. _ • > • L - • - •, ,• ' • •• > • • • • \ ' • ••..,•. • • • '• • •• 0 .. ., •, 

· identical with ·those:.)j~~-Ja~~$· .. i.r1 ·nay,· wh9 esca~.d·.Q.n · · ·. _:. 
' • • • :"'" - ••• - ·.. • • _. ' • • ' - '> • '' ,,,~ • • - -·' • • 

. : 4-23-67 1 . :tr~m . llissouri --~tite. Penitentiary~, - ___ -.. 

- -.- I- • ·,.. -: Through extensivtl ''Bureau investig~tion -~nci· .. :_ . i . 
' . . . ·. . -· ' . . . 

-th~ougb :;the. co~peration::~f .. canndian' .offic!al~~- ··1t \Wls 
determined that: ~~bj~t:_;t3Y ·•s··_t~~ued -~:- .ca~di~n pa~s---. . - , . . . ' -

r '•' • 

.-. departe.d. Toro~to~ ·canadil., . ~Qr ·tontton,. ·. Engl-'nd;' :o~ _5-6-68. · . 

: -·rut/~~ -a~;~~tett e-s-o~,'.- .at t~n~on, ._Eng~~~d; · ~~ he- ws ·. 
r '~ • - - \ ~ • : • 

:. atte;;tin[t to .·enplane:·tor B,~selti,,. at· ~hi~h time he lVAS ·. 

found t(). be i1a. pc>ssessi.011 .:o-t-. the· ·canadi~n. pas;por:~- -in- the. 
. . ' . - . . . . - .. . - . . . 

:· name of R8aion. ~orgf). Sneyd •. · _ . ,, 

.- :: _, i' . Wh~n ~he·su~jepi?~s-ane~ted~,-.-he h•d ~nJlis·. 
, · : .. person. approxi~tely $150:~in -~t~isli:·c~rency, -·~d ·:~otbing:. :~­

.. ; ·. . ..- -~s •been lo~n~d 'to' i~di~ate any ~the~. fun~ .• ;~ a.vaiUbl~--~- < 

- • • :. • , :• .• • • , • • • 'r ' • • 

to him •. ·investigation thus···far·f:!9es".~Ot. indlcate .. Ray is: .. 
-. . . . ~ -' . .•. 

i~volved ·-in '.a ,_C<>nspi~cy·; ._ ': . 

. : . Extra di tio~. proceedl'ng& : COlQlencecl on e-21 .... &s, . 
~ ~. ' . . ., . . . . . ·.. . . . .. . ' . . " - .· 

. at ·London·, Engla'nd,. ~nd these .proce~d:t.ngs hav~ been continued 
. ' . . ' , . . ,. 

:' · .. - .. _·.At thcf peak· ot tbis"·investiibttion·:3~075 Fi~ld:.·, 
' .{. • ' • .' - . ' ' • • • • •• . •, • . • I•, .• •' 

. Agents we~ assigned to th'i_s<~-$~; --~e~u ·aut~btie~ were .. ,.,.- :·. 

_.driv~n ati .est .• te~ 33~,;~ ,84~ ,JnileS·;, and ~t 'is. ~stimtt·ted . · .. 

. that· mor~"than,. 30 11 000 lttterviews have. be.en ·conducted. 
• • • I • • • • ' • , • • - !. • •,, - •,•• • • - • -

,· ... 2- ..... _ 

: ,·-

. i 
I 

i 
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- -... . . '• 

• .~ :__r ~· r• - • • 

.. 
- -. ..- ' - ; .i/ Juile 21; 1968 .. : -- · 

.. -- ~ 

- ._. -· . . · · i ..:. · Jlr ~ Rosen."· · · -·. 
' ll.: 1.· .Shroder· . . ·: l .•· ~. Kalley 

·: . __ . l -:,;Kr. Shrader · 
._ .. _ . -.,'. .. · ~- _llr. Gallagher . 

-~BK.IN _--:· ... "•Kr •. lfcGowan ··-/ 
.... • . , . . . .. . · .·. , • - llr. -n,otter · ~ , 

. ; .. ':-: At ab<>ut · 1:05' p.m •• · 6/27./68, :Nathaniel ltossaek~. ,_·' ' .. 1 
·Ass~tan~ to Assistant. A~to~er :Gen~:ral .Fre4 It. Vi~on,- iJr., .. 
Criminal Division of the Deputnr.ent · advised that at about ... , 
1:00 p.11.·1 our time; Vi~Qa called ~ta .from London and .: .. · 

.. ·wanted.the :Bureau to know· tbat tingerpr:lnt examJ.ner 
George• Bonebrake, Jr.,. Identificatton Division;. testifi~d .- · -. 

·today in Lo~don on ~be extradition ·hearing involving 
James Bay. · · . •-, · , : _ · 

. . . ·. . ·· .. :Mr~ ·v1uson sa~d- Boneb~e:a1i1·:~n outstandin.g job'·, 
·-and·_.was a. credit to th~_l>epartraent. .He ·ata.ted that he d_id 
such a good ·.Job that there ·was r'3allF .. no cross-eutn1nai1on. ·. 
He did say· that undet' En.gl1$h law the de-lElbse attorney is · 
-al>le to .ask questions ®tside _of the scope ot the direct .. 
examination .and BonebJ'ake was asked,all·aorts-o:t. political _ 
questions. According ·to Vinson he haQ.dled. himself extremely . , · 

· well and on, those questions. remarked , th•t be was a finger- , _ 
_ p,:,lnt ex~~iner and tllat is what· -he. was _qual;i.fied to. te$t1fy to. -

.... : . -. . . · ·v1nsoil 'again reiterat~ · tluit lie. t,hough~ ·:Bonebr~e . :· ·_ · .. 
· did an outstanding job and handled' him$eli ~tremely well. ;:· 

- . .\ ._ •. 

ACTION 

· · BJG/lrk 
. ' ( 'l) 

- .,._. ·-

': TJiis' is. fi;)r J:'~Cord pUt"poses ~ 

-.-.. ...... · 
' . ' 

•• • ---:-• 'r 

i 
I 
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,·· .•.. ,.' . . 
' . 

' ' ' 

,• :j• 

. . .. -

· ·June 27: ·1ti68 ': - _· .. ·, 
·. . ' . 'I . ... .. ' .. , 

. . ,- , ~~-Magtstrate' iqulfed of Ray'• ewuri1~: as -u· • counsel . 
· . 'for tile State• of Tennaou Pd MIIIOU.i'J, .u to whether they could eon1plete · 

. thelr -cue .u,; one more. day of teslimpny and. botil tndtca~-·ttda :wu po~lble. · . 
,, . ,' . . . . . . ~ ' . . 

· · _ Miuntc:b ad;is~ Fblgerprtnt 'E.unrtne:r .George J. &,nebrm -
te:sttfied ·today ~4 lhe~e ·was no: cro1c·e:xatn1natlon bi', difense counsel of 

· ·' · . Bonebrm t•latmg to hla finprptl.tit te•tlmQny. lie· wu questioned,_· -· · · . 
-. bowe.,er, _ tn cotisiderabl• detail b7 tht defe••· • • 9riv4te ·Att::ertcan -·. · 

· · ctttzen (not u ,a. lmprprtQt •pert). Ml!mlch.ad.vJaed tin• groe:ewre u1 .... 
. _ allowable uadu- BlltlSlt, law. au4-that aa 1ndivl&ull .mm artawlr the: qu.esUom :. 
, ubd, h&vlna:.no *•• ~ve.r, ·or·• held. la conttrmpt oteofl~L ·. a, · · · 

was. queat1t•d ·~acernin1 ~- Kutlu ~uther lln;, u to- hie knowledif· 
. · o, Jang as -e~~ ot. the ~tilt.ii\ Chrtattu JAtdeiahlp ~onferenc:.~:;. and · . , 
whether he.couldtretl VJ.Jig toJ,e a: polittea-1 •~· . -Souebrake· anawered. ·. - · 

·· tuao _qustlQu 111 atattng ~':lie-: had· ;ao ,per.-w firsthand Jmowledga,' · . . 
· that h1• knowlt4io; •• bued aolely on lnfor.watton :in ~•pap,,r.•, which . · 

was witbln tit~ ro.w of lmowlectae a~lable ~ the general A.meriean public. 
• ' •• ' • ' "! • -

. . .. .'· ' , . 

. ' ' '., ·. At 2:15 pn1,. after the noon .i'ecesa, 'Souebiake fl&· again ' . 
qusUo'a4 &!id .,equtred to auwef' u indi~d a1»va. · ~ wu qaetlo•d. ·-
relatlvo to--~ F:reedoln ,IUde .m 1S61 (tbi& 'WU. a bus caravu t.rom . · . -

· '\\w~bmgto»;. ·'I:J.; C~, to New Orlaau for th& purpoae. of_ tasting bu.tpfattoa 
at pluo .of public· accon~modatwn ~ tr~poftaaon faeiUUo), the :. · · 

_. d~mo»strat!ona against Dr.. xt.q,. blaclt;.pQwei<pqup,i t1le lie! ll)&t'cb ·on -
-- Wubmgton;· t(l6 Iw65 Vottn; Act, ~e ~ch ~.r,.i·:s.tma to •Montgomery~ .. 

- -_._ ' . , '·. _·. _,. . :·- '..,_· . ·.. _.; .. :: , . . _-: _ .. - ' : - ·,' 

. , .~ 
. JRM;mpd · (U) · · 
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. . ._.. . . . - . . ,._ 

. - - -. -. \. ~ - " :, . ·- .-

·- · · · ·. ·Metna to M.:; · Detoath tiom-A. aueii· . '° - · . . ··· . 
-· ·. lie: MUft.JilN ·., · : ·_.· ... . .. ··.: :.. . : . . . 

··:,. . _~. . .. -.. ; : 

. ,, 

. ·: . . ~--(In.March oi 1865) and whttber Dr. ~ ·had-.• ~ aua\11~'' -·. . 
. : · Bonebt-m an.wared these:quesUona with th&' quallflcatlon that he bad 

· . · · ··ao direct _persou.1:·-~tetf;• ~f tuse ~rema. ·Re-._ .. ~1Uoaed. u to whetber , , . ·nr. ·mnr :wu m.Kempht& at ·tile time of 1111. -death to 1-1p'·w1tn: the· ·. · · · -· . 
8lllltltlo11 wo1ur&. etrllra., _ ~r-e .Bonebfake, could anewer, tht Bea:rtug · 

·· . -~lltrate , ... d:. 0 Ht tw,1:.q: n1u.e:b lmowltdge q Bonetwm on tn.e -· · · · : 
: : -Amertcan tlmatlon:" and that h•'. ;1e1t Judicial. ~tld eoUld ta ·tabu cancer•~·. 
, : :l11itile.quttlUQlW btini·ulwd~. rt. ·At.tbil·PQtnt COUQDl,tor:tu-Statea of -. . 

: . · - . Te~ aa.d Missouri. fo,:·_tiltfrecord,. atate4 ~t JJQlljt·in}(o'• .-.era 
·· ~- . : .. -· wero:uot In aJ ••1 ,u,-~d lflth •n1. ome1a1--:u. s .. _ poslUQn., At '4hla _ .: . 

1 , : p0lnt :Bonebrake ·qa dltlchugtd'.U.,: wttaeu. . . · ' . · . 
' - - . ·-. . ; 

. . ~re._,tt,, fiat'• c-1 itate~ f~r· ·aai tbata.1 ·dt,apted wWt · 
· a J•- porllOA, of the evld.enc;e-.preaented, l)J sutler·•e he, wanted ,It·• -· · 

. atate4·tc the reeatitthat he·-did not 19.U· the- quote• atb-lbqlable to abn· ~, 
. -Butlet' -~ ·atd h• collape in:·•bts ~n •. ·lie• wanted, it ~; :bowa t~ h• . · ·_ 

'"·. · _ 8.\14e·uo·•tatement_-toav. pqtt.e, or&.r .-l·.;Jllath•W.ie~•d·to llsn-· . .- ·_ 
-1ds flngff}l:r.mt· card; -alto,.. \'bat he WU. not .1i.lakm& applt~tlcm for reeall 

· qf:wltuu Nttr-·to tu•. atpd._' ~~.-: . : ., . :- .· -• .. · ·. ·· _: : · . .·. · · · . 

·'. 

. .· ' ... , ' .· ,·' .. ' ·- -not ,. ._· .. · __ '_,·. . ·.. . ·. - . . 
. ; . . ' · . .Ray then took :thfi tian4 and: •·bUo/aDtlv oatl.l-cor·:afflrn1atlQri,, - :: 
·.-ntch Wider llritteli law pfecludea ,c1:o,, ·•:ian;tnatton of~ witne11, ·ta · ·. 
--••ttft. -queattou &9n1 bta cou.-1 ~ltttld bie_,.,tut·!•t ti:ufLolldon · · . 
.Airport.GB June I, .18811, .and QruaJ" qu111t1o1Jlng itated bi, did aet· ·p,rsoaally · 
bow J?r.. :Xingt bad never. met atm, had• antdle qabalt btm, and in 

· . ·. · reapoue -~ tu· apecffl,c q11.1t:1Uon HfM.d J(Ui till Dr. Mal-Un Luthe~ iilug,.11 
- · 

·· . Nplt,:(i 11m. 1~· MiAntdl aclviatd t1lat the-. u• -tb.e· btgbllgbts <>t· the id,UUll 
· ··tnd, that mora &tailed tftfo.tmattenw!U 1» ••nmitted. -·. ·· · 

. . . . ., . - - ·-· . . . . . . . - ' . ~ - ' . 

•, '. ;-.. 
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. , .· :! 

- ,_; 

. ,• . 
- . ~-. . ' ~ ·. ,; 

. · · Jir~ ~l,E. li'~--ekt.'ttr.:tt ~i.atani to A11taf;i.Dt --: · 
· · .Mtorn:.1 Gtnenl Pr•d Vtn»on1. J:r~ , . Cti$.inal Divi.lon, tit1tpbca·'1 · . 

. ·· --· · tb• 8tlf.e.m atatlq that 'Mr-. Vinson h-1 ~4 htnl, ,~1.n.elt1- ah1irtty -
· wfore 1:00· p~.m. t9C1. -.y, · 'Ud-,~•4 Kotsack to-uvi. t-he .Bur:eaui 
that Hr.. Bonebrake did an O\ltllandiug job QB _the eland. Mr. Vinaon -

. - ehlracter!Ud b1a pertorma.nee .u a .credit to the FBI and to the. u. s. 
· ·-'&ui~ot. Be eat.4 . .BOmbr-.h· -did- so w&U that .the defttnae. dld:not 
· .eve11 t.,;.· -to, C);O$• •~mt hlm. .. ?at_.. · V1-ou. to.14 Konact tb.l.t u..,_ · 
-. l1lucn.h ru1t1, ·tttt,· def••• •--1 waa: _permitt«i areal latltude. · . : . • :. ·. - . 

. Mr. Vmaen •pe~d ~ n1tented that .Bo~or• did i.a outatandlng -
Jo~, totb. oa db'•et •eam.Uon ·acd le handling def•-· ~•l's· :· 

: ,_. ·. ·-deeperat. atte~ to tnMrt p011t1ea1 mott,,i .tmo- tmt-ulaL · · . 
. ' ' . .· ' ' . - ~. . 

.•. ·' AC1:ION:: --~ .. ~-!$ ~~z "1nt~to~-~-',ov. •1u ·:ue ,,o~,u,: admed of 
. · ru~r-,ertt_•~~ iitYJlQ,nl••~·::-:- .- · · ·· .. - _: . -" . _·:: _ · : ., . -. ··., . 

•. ·.·· ·: .. -

-·. ;_ 

,, . . ' . . . ., .. 

- . 

'. 
' ~~ ,_.' : - ,. ,.-·' ,', . .-. .;. .·,: · ... . - . ·; 1,_· ·; 

I:' \0 • •:•' C 

:·· ,. 

.. 
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• • • ,;• h! • f 0 
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OPIIONAl fOJtM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 (01110N 
G~A GfN, a(G. NO. 27 

·.stl0-106 

• Ul'{ITED ST ATES GOllr:NMENT 

M emoraniium 

Tolson-­
DeLoach­
Mohr--­
Bishop-­
Cosper-­
Collahon-­
Conrad __ 
F'eJt __ _ 
GaJe __ _ 

To : Mr. De Loach DATE: June 27 1968 

1 - Mr. DeLoac~Mr. Long 

Rosen __ _ 

Sulllvon--
\- . Tave! __ _ 

i 
FROM =A. Rosen 1 - Mr. Rosen fT""- ;"1r. Bishop 

Trotter __ 

Tele. Room­
Holmes __ 

1 - Mr. Malley . 1 - Mr. Gale Gandy __ _ 

1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Sullivan 
SUBJECT: MURKIN" 

. ..,.. -...,., . -, .... , 
"1' • ··~-. . 

" 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Special ~t Wilbur L. Martindale, assigned to the General 
Investigative Divisiorn,1 :returned from sp·ecial assignment in London on 
June 25, 1968, and p:ew.sonally delivered some items of property of 
James Earl Ray for lil'JfU Laboratory examination. These items were in 
possession of Ray wh6ul. he was apprehended by British authorities on 
June 8, 1968, at Lomil'@n, England, were given to us in complete 
confidence and they aire being returned to British authorities. The 
following items were, e-.xamined: 

1. ITEM SUJB{IMITTED: A scratch pad of blank paper. 

LABORA1rORY FINDINGS: This pad.was examined for 
indented writing and watermarks with negative results. The hand 
printed word "CETERJFICATE" appears on the cover of this pad. 
Although a number o:fi. To!.and printing similarities were noted in this word 
when compared with Ray's hand printing indicating that it was possibly . 
prepared by the subj.ee!t, the limited nature of this hand printing precludes 
a definite identificatioam. of Ray as the author of this hand printing. 

2_. ITEM SU:m.vIITTED: One clean and four soiled handkerchiefs. 

LABO RA 'RORY FINDINGS: These items were examined for 
visible and invisible ]::n,.undry marks but none were found. 

3. ITEM SUBTul!TTED: A Wittnauer wrist watch. 

. LABORATORY FINDINGS: The back of this watch was 
removed, no serial mrm1ber was found on the movement, no foreign _ 
material was found awd there was no evidence the watch had been subjected 
to repair. 

REL:bjf 
(9) CONTINUED - OVER 

I 
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Rosen to DeLoach memorandum 
RE: MURKIN 

\ 

-
. · 4. ITEM SUBMITTED: Four test bullets and four cartridge 

cases from a . 38 Special "Liberty Chief" revolver (subject's revolver). 
· We previously traced this weapon from the manufacturer in Japan to the 

person who sold it to Ray in Birmingham, Alabama, in October of 1967. 

LABORATORY FINDINGS: These items were searched in 
the National Unidentified Ammunition File without effecting an 
identification. 

In addition, a Trans ·world Airlines message slip was 
submitted for latent :!fingerprint examination. The Iqentification Division 

. has advised that two latent fingerprints of value were developed on the 
· slip but are not identical with fingerprints of James Earl Ray. 

Mr. Nig_el Maw, the British solicitor who is handling the 
extradition of Ray advised the legal attache in London that he is in 
receipt of a letter bearing the letterhead: "GULLETT, STEEL, 
SANFORD & WHITE,, 17th Floor, Life and Casualty Building, Nashville, 
Tennessee." This letter is signed by "B. B. GULLETT" and the letter 
advises Mr. Maw that Mr. Gullett has been advised by the Governor of 
Tennessee that Maw is handling the extradition rp.e-tter, and Gullett and 
his wife are scheduled to arriye in London on JuW 10, 1968, staying at 
the Mayfair Hotel until July 15, 1968. Gullett in his letter indicates he is 
a member of the Tennessee State Legislature, and he would like to have 
a conference with Mr. Maw, have lunch and visit an English court. 

I . 
!
1 

. Mr. Maw has handled many extradition matters for the 
Unityd States Embassy and has been extremely cooperative with our 
legal attache in London and he desires to be furnished any information 
the Bureau may have concerning Mr. Gullett. 

-:1 It has been determined that B. B. Gullett is an attorney, 
admitted to the Tennessee State Bar in 1927 and has been a practicing 
attorney since that time. · Former associates of Gullett include Federal 
Judge Harry Phillips currently a member of the United States Sixth Circuit 

I ... . 

...... 
. ·, 

- 2 -
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Rosen to DeLoach memorandum-
1'E: MURKIN 

Court of. Appeals and Weldon White, a member of the Tennessee State 
Supreme Court prior to his death. ·Gullett'was a member of the Tennessee 
State· Sep.ate from Davidson ·county/."Tennessee, was President of the· 
Tennessee Bar Association in 1967, and is presently active in work of the 
American Bar Ass.ociation and Tennessee State Bar Association. The 
United States Attorney in Memphis and the Director of the Tennessee 
Bureau of Criminal Identification have advised that Gullett and associates 

. ; are highly reputable attorneys in the Nashville area and are well regarded 
by associates in Tennessee.· Our records contain no derogatory information 
concerning Gullett or_ any members of his law firm. This information will 
be forwarded to our legal attache in London for appropriate dissemination 
to Mr. Maw. 

The extradition proceedings of subject Ray commenced in 
British court in London today and the court has set aside three days for 
this hearing. 

ACTION: 

You will be kept advised of all pertinent developments. 

I 

- 3 -•· 
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TO 

FROM 

OPflONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 1:DIJION 
GSA GEN. Jl:EC. NO. 27 

• ,010-106 

UNITED SJ:ATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
: Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. 
: A. Rosen 1 - Mr. 

1 - Mr. 

DATE: 

DeLoach 
Rosen 
Malley 

• 
June 26, 1968 

1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Gale 

Tolson-­
DeLoach __ 
Mohr __ _ 

Bishop-­
Casper-­
Callahan-­
Conrad __ 
FeJt __ _ 

Gale---
Rosen __ _ 

Sullivan-­
Tavel--­
Trotter-­
Tele. Room­
Holmcs--
Gandy __ _ 

SUBJECT; MURKIN 1 - Mr. McGowan 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

GMr· Long 

This is the case involving the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Subject James Earl Ray escaped from the Missouri State 
Penitentiary at Jefferson City, Missouri, on 4/23/67, and the very first 
account we had of him after his escape was in Montreal, Canada, where 
he 1appeared on 7/18/67. A preliminary survey was made of fugitives · 
apprehended in Canada during the Summer of 1967, and as a result thereof, 
it was ascertained that one George Edmondson, who was an escapee from 
the Missouri State Penitentiary, was apprehended in Campbells Bay, 
Quebec, Canada, on 6/28/67. Edmondson was a Top Ten Fugitive and 
was being sought for Unlawful Flight to Avoid Confinement - Armed 
Robbery. 

In view of the above, Edmondson was interviewed at the 
Mis~ouri State Penitentiary where he was confined and he stated that he 
was not acquainted with James Earl Ray, the subject of the MURKIN 
investigation. Since Edmondson had been apprehended in Canada, he 
was questioned as to the requirements and procedures for obtaining 
documents in Canada, particularly a passport. Edmondson, at this time, 
stated that it is very easy to obtain the necessary documents related to 
obtaining a passport in Canada, particularly in the section of Notre 
Dame Rue, Montreal. It is to be noted that during July and August of 
1967, subject Ray resided at 2589 Notre Dame Rue in Montreal, Canada. 

As a result of the information furnished by Edmondson, our 
Legal Attache in Canada was requested to contact the appropriate Canadian 
officials to determine if a review of passports could be made by them for 
the period of 4/23/67, to the present date. As a result of this project 
requested by us, it was determined the subject was issued a Canadian 
passport on 4/24/68, under the name of Ramon George Sneyd. 

Enclosure 

REL:cs 
(9) CONTIN1JED - OVER 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 

Memo Rosen to DeLoach 
RE: MURKIN 

The subject was subsequently apprehended in London, England, on 
6-8-68, using the pas·sport issued under the name of Sneyd •. George 
Edmondson has been interviewed in depth concerning his activities 
in Canada, particularly regarding the obtaining of a passport. 
Edmondson has furnished us complete details of his knowledge of 
the procedures to be followed for individuals to obtain a passport 
through illegal channels, as well as·the names of Canadian indi­
viduals to contact to obtain the necessary documents. The infor­
mation, as furnished by Edmondson, is in a form suitable for 
dissemination to Canadian authorities. 

On 6-21-68, Arthur J. Hanes and his son, who practices 
law with him, visited Scotland Yard where they saw a Chief 
Inspector. We have been advised in confidence that Hanes requested 
an interview with Ray and was told he could not see him. He was 
asked the source of his fee and replied that he expected to _collect 
his fee from Ray. When he was told that Ray is practic~lly without 
funds, he apparently lost interest in seeing him and requested that 
Ray be given Hanes' business card, on the back of which he wrote, 
"Dear Mr. Sneyd. We made an effort to see you but will see yqu 
immediately upon arrival in the USA." · · 

The Atlantic edition of "Time" magazine, 6-21-68, has 
been withdrawn from sale in England because of an article on pages 
22-23 captioned "Ray's Odd Odyssey." This article includes details 
of the subject's prior criminal activities as well as a detailed 
summary of this case and his activities since July, 1967. Publi­
cation of such material concerning a defendant under pending charges 
is strictly prohibited by British law. 

ACTION: 

l. We are forwarding to the Legal Attache, Ottawa, 
the letterhead memorandum suitable for dissemination to be 
transmitted by the Legal ·Attache to the Royal Canadian Mounted, 
Police in Ottawa. 

2. We are pursuing all aspects in a most expedite manner. 

- ? -
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inf~ratiora- con~rning ·aubject · opening an -_a_ecount 111 a· 
-bank.·,' · .. , .. ·- ... - : --.~ · .. ·,_._.·'. ·a·· -. · . .'_ --- ·:_· · .. -. __ . -_. 

.'ACT10li:· 
' . ~ :. ". -,- - _-' . . -: ' ...... : ' . - ,_ ' ' - -- . 

' - -. ' -. - .. ~~- ' ·_ ,· -. 

. ... . ' 
• - • J 

=--" . 
_. ; ..... ---~ ~ ' ' ., -· 

. ~., 
' ': ~· ', 

,"·.' 

.. 
, . 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN,VESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

June 25; 1968 

ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LU'J'.HER KING, JR. 

The following additional pertinent information is being 
furnished relative to the captioned case. The material set fqrth 
herein is based on preliminary information and complete details 
will be incorporated in reports of results of investigationo 

The British Attorney General has ruled that no request 
i would be made to the Governor of Prisons to interview ·subject 
'James Earl Ray until he is ordered extradited by the British courts. 
The New Scotland Yard officials have advised that subject James .Earl 
Ray has become more uncooperative, even with his defense counsel. 

Investigation at the South African Embassy in Lisbon, 
Portugal, reveals that James Earl Ray" made a telephone inquiry 
there regarding conditions for entering South Africa. Additional 
inq~iry at banks in Lisbon, Portugal, regarding accounts opened 
by the subject have not resulted in any positive information. 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police previously advised 
that they had a telephone call from a dance studio, Montreal, Canada, 
to the effect that James Earl Ray was seen.at a dance studio in 
Montreal on May 25, 1968. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police has 
advised that a person who visite¢l the Zeda Zare Dance Studio on 
May 25, 1968, was definitely identified as James Earl Ray by 
Mrs. I. McLaughlin, who is the piano player at the studio. It is 
noted that on May 25, 1968, the subject was allegedly in London, 
England. 

When the subject was arrested in London, England, on 
June 8, 1968, among his personal effects was a suit of clothing · 
and the name contained in the suit was Eric So Galt. According 
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

to the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.on July 21, 1967, a suit of 
clothing was ordered from the English and Sc.otch Woollen Company, 
Limited, Montreal, Canada, by an individual using the name 
Eric S. Galt. That individual paid $75. 06 in cash. A letter was 
received by the English and Scot.ch Woollen- Company, Limited from 
Eric S. Galt, giving a return address of 2608 Highland,-Avenue, · 
Birmingham, Alabama, and the letter states he was· enclosing his 
address so the company could mail the suit to him at Birmingham, 
Alabama, as he had to leave Montreal before the suit was finished .. 
:No identification could be made of any of the photographs of James 
~arl Ray by the employees of this firm. Investigation is continuing by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police of all aspects of matters concerning 

• the subject's reported activities·in Canada. · 
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