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but extra copies are being maintaiinlflld in the Memphis Off'ice 
and will be made available to the USA when so directed by 
the Bureau. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SA JOE C. HESTER 
4/17 /68 

ME 44-1987 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, 
also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, 
John Willard; 

Office: MEMPHIS 

DR. MARTIN Ll11'HER KING, JR. - VICTIM 
Character: CIVIL RIGHTS 
Synopsis: At about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, while standing on second 

floor balcony outside room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee, victim was struck in 
right side of face by a single bullet. Autopsy report indi­
cated that "the severing of the spinal cord at this level 
and to this extent was a wound that was fatal very shortly 
after its occurrence." This investigation, predicated 
upon a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
U.S., disclosed fatal shot was fired from the bathroom of 
a rooming house located at 422½ S. Main Street, Memphis, 
which bathroom was located at the rear of the rooming 
house, and which had a window overlooking the Lorraine Motel. 
(Crime scene diagram included in details.) On afternoon of 
4/4/68, Unknown Subject rented room 5-8 at 422½ S. Main 
Street and paid one weeks rent. After hearing rifle shot 
at about 6:00 PM on 4/4/68, other tenants in rooming house 
observed Unknown Subject flee from rooming house carrying a 
large package which was subsequently abandoned by him on 
sidewalk in front of Canipe Amusement Company, 424 S. Main 
Street, from which place he was observed to flee in a white 
Mustang. Found abandoned in front of 424 s. Main Street 
was 30-06 Remington model 760 rifle, serial number 461476, 
a small plastic suitcase containing numerous articles, 
undershorts, a tee shirt, binoculars, and a brown and green 
bedspread in which all of these items were partially wrapped. 
Investigation at motels in the vicinity of Memphis, Tennessee, 
to locate an individual driving a white Mustang, disclosed 

Tbis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ol any kind. It is tlte property of tlte FBI, and is a lo.an to your agency, 
it and/or its contents are not to &e distributed outside your agency. 1&-74626-1 GPO 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• • 
ME 44-1987 

that BRIC s. GALT, 2608 Highland Avenue, Birmingham, 
Alabama, had spent the night of 4/3/68, at the Reb;,l Motel, 
3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, and was driving 
a Mustang with Alabama license 1-38993. Investigation 
disclosed binoculars abandoned by Unknown Subject were 
purchased afternoon of 4/4/68, from RALPH M. CARPBNTBR, 
salesman, York Arms Company, Memphis. Gilletteshaving 
kit abandoned by Unknown Subject determined to have been 
purchased Oliver Rexall Drug Store, Whitehaven, Tennessee. 
Autopsy findings set out. IN VIBW OF THI CRIMB FOR WHICH UNSUB 
BBING SOUGl_!T, HB SHOULD BB CONSIDBRBD ARMBD AND DANGIRous. 
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DETAILS: 

This investigation was predicated upon receipt 
of a specific request from the Attorney General of the 
United States on the night of April 4, 1968, that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation conduct an investigation into the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., at Memphis, Tennessee, 
on that date. 

2g 
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INVESTIGA'f.'ION AT CRIME SCENE AND VICINITY 

Set forth 10m the four pages which follow is 
illustrative materhtl which relates to the general area 
of the crime scene ~.nd p:articularly to the rooming 
house at 422½ South ,~~iri1 Street (where the Unknown 
Subject occupied Ro~~ 5-B and from which rooming house 
the shot was fired) and Canipe Amusement Company, 424 
South Main Street (in fr~nt of which numerous items 
were found and which were reportedly dropped or thrown 
down by the Unknown S~bject as he ran south on the east 
side of Main Street) • 'The illustrative material is as 
follows: 

l} A plan view diagram of the crime 
scene 1?1.re:a 

2} A compo~ite photographic front view 
of the e~~t side of 410-424 South Main Street 

3} A floor plan diagram of a rooming house 
located ~n the second floor of two 
separate buildings over 418-424 South 
Main Street 9 the address of this rooming 
house bei:rng 422 ½ South Main Street 

4} A map of p~rt of the city of Memphis, 
Tennes:se,e 9 showing the relationship to 
the crime ~cene of York Arms Company, 
where Unk~~wn Subject purchased binoculars 
which were l~ter recovered; Oliver Rexall 
Drug Store, where the Unknown Subject had 
purchased~ shaving kit which was later 
recovered; and the Rebel Motel, where the 
Unknown Sllllbject was registered on the night 
of April 3t 1968, under the name ERIC s. 
GALT. 
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CRIME SCENE! 

MULBERRY 

PARKING 

AREA 

• 

of rooming house 

E) Point where Dr. King was shot 

424 - Canipe Amusement co. 

@ 422½ - s. entrance(stairway)to rooming 
house, 2nd floor 

422 - Cohn and co . 

@N- entrancE(stairway)to rooming house, 
2nd floor 

420-418 - Jim's Grill 

•

Indicates 2nd floor area of rooming house 
from 418-424 with two entrances marked 

A and B 

@ Space for 3 cars between fire plug and 
driveway 

@concrete retainer wall 
-~- -1 

1-'i' ~bite ~'.ustang seen here about 4:00pm 
~ and later 

2 :/1;\ ~bite Mustang seen here bet ween approx. 
~4:45 pm and 6:00 pm 
I , 
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• FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 8, 19_6_8 __ 

Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER, Resident Manager 1 rooming 
house located at 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
was interviewed at Central Police Headquarters, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department, at which time she furnished 
the following information: 

Between 3:00 P~M~ and 3:30 P.M. on April 4, 1968, 
a white male knocked on the door of the second floor of the 
rooming house and asked Mrs. BREWER if she had a room. She 
replied yes, and this individual then asked if he could see 
it. Mrs, BREWER showed him Room No~ 8 9 which is located in 
the southwest part of the building, and the individual put his 
head into the doorway and after looking, stated that this 
would not be satisfactory as he did not need a stove and 
refrigerator but only wanted a sleeping room. Mrs. BREWER 
then showed this individual Room 5-B, and he put his head in 
the doorway of this room and said it would be fine. At this 
point the individual asked where the bathroom facilities were 
located, and she pointed to the bathroom located in the 
northeast portion of the hallway which is located in the same 
hallway as Room 5-B,. She and this individual then returned 
to her office. The individual stated that his name was JOHN 
WILLARD and that he wanted a sleeping room for one week. 

WILLARD then asked her how much the room rent would 
be for one week, and Mrs, BREWER replied $8.50. WILLARD then 
put his hand into his right trouser pocket and withdrew a 
twenty dollar bill and two quarters and handed the money to 
her. She gave him change in denominations of one ten dollar 
bill and two one dollar bills,, When WILLARD arrived at the 
rooming house, Mrs. BREWER did not notice any luggage in his 
possession, nor during the brief conversation with WILLARD 
did he volunteer any information concerning his home residence, 
line of business, or mode of transportation. WILLARD was not 
required to sign any type of regi~ter, and the only written 
record maintained of the transaction was a receipt for the 
$8,50, which was made out in the handwriting of Mrs. BREWER. 

Mrs. BREWER was unable to s:tate if WILLARD returned 

9 

On __ 4_/_5_/_6_8 __ at ___ M_e_m---=-p_h_i_s_· ,,__T_e_n_n_e_s:_s_e_e_: __ File # ---=M=e=m-..cp=h=i=s,:___4==-4=---=1=9-=8-'-7 __ 

by __ S_A_R_O_B_E_R_T_F_._BO_Y_L_E_:_J_a_p ________ oate dictated __ 4_/_8_/_6_8 ___ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations n_or cone! usi_ons of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be d1str1buted outside your agency. 
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• • 
to Room 5-B or if he left the b1uiilding at al!lly time after 
renting Room 5-B. Mr~. BREWER did not again observe WILLARD 
after he rented the room. 

Mrs. BREWER's hu~band returned home from work at 
5:25 P,M. on April 4~ 1968, and at that time Mr. and Mrs. 
BREWER commenced their dinner. After dimner Mr. BREWER 
then turned on the television set and was watching the 
"RawhideVt television program 9 and Mr~. BREWER did the 
dinner dishes. Shortly after completing the dinner dishes, 
Mrs. BREWER also siat down to watch the i'R:awhidev' television 
program. Within a :matter of a couple of m:inutes 1 Mrs. BREWER 
heard what she thought to be a gun shot coming from the back 
of her rooming house" Mrs. BREWER believed that this must 
have been around 6:00 PeM. on April 4 9 1968. She advised 
her husband that she tho\llght it was a gu.n shot. Her husband 
took time to put on his slippers and both of them then 
proceeded to the southeast exit of the b~ilding. Upon 
arriving at this point,Mr. BREWER attempted to go out the 
back door; however 9 a law enfor©ement officer was in the back 
of the building and instructed both Mr. and Mrs. BREWER to 
close the door and return to their apartment. Mrs. BREWER 
did not hear any noise such as ~omeone running through her 
building after hearing the gun shot 9 and the only noise she 
could recall hearing was a lot of hollering and :screP,ming 
near the ba~k of her building towa~d the Lorraine Motel. 

Mrs. BREWER examined ca~h that ~he had on hand 
and determined that sh~ had th~ee $20.00 bill~ in her 
possession. She was unable to specifically pinpoint which 
$20.00 bill was furnished t~ her by WILLARD for payment of 
his room rent. Mrs. BREWER made available the following 
described twenty dolla.r Feder8:ll.l Re~erwe Notes: 

(1) Serie~ 

(2) Seri~~ 

(3) Serie~ 

Mrs. BREWER 
of WILLARD: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Age: 

l963-A 9 Serial No. Fl4002844A 

1963-A.9 Serial No. H16164663A 

19639 Seri:m.1 No. F'06445143A 

furnis,hed 

liQl 

the :following 

White 
Male 

description 

Approxim~t~ly 35 years 
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Height~ 
Weight~ 
Build~ 
Appearance: 

5' 1rQ t(/j) 15' 
l 8(Ql p©\J.rnd~ 
M~dium (~~rried weight well) 
Real neat looking, clean 
~h:ai,viein. 

Mr~. BREWER ~tated th~it WILU4JtD appeared to have a 
~mile or a sneer on his face during their entire conversation; 
did not appear a:s though he was, th~ ,o\lltdoor~ type; was 
wearing a dark :sport jacket o:ir iB!hort j~.iC;ket 9 a~ he did not 
have to pull the ja~ket biBl.ck when he ll:ie:ac:hed his right hand 
into his pocket for his money; did not notice any rings or 
watches; paid no attention to his ehoea, pants, shirt, 
or whether he had Ofil a tie; b\llt wa~ quite positive that he 
did not have :a hat; did not give thf' appeiairance of needing 
a haircutj nor wa~ h® wearing a mu~t~che or any long sideburns; 
paid no particula~ attention to hi~ t~eth while he was talking 
and did not particularly notice about any part of his face, 
including nose 9 mouth 9 ear~ 9 chin, or eyebrowi9l. 

Mrs. BREWER c;laim~ that ~he ~id not particularly 
look at thi(SI individual ai,',j !§h~ did rwt like the smile or 
sneer that he had on hi~ f~.(C~. 

Mr~. BREWER did :t'~cti.1 l that when ~he pointed out 
the bathroom facilitiie~ to WILiLAr,.D 9 :~ ,,e told him that everyone 
in the :ar~~- of hilal room w:ai.~ u::H.U!al ly quiet but that the guy next 
to him u~iuilly drinkl5li :1t l 1 ttl ~ bl t. Mr~. BREWER claimed that 
WILLARD then st~.ted i) u I take :ll!. beer 1Jin.c:e ilr1 awhile myself." 
Mrs. BREWER claim®d that ~h~1 toldl him that wia~ all right as 
long as he ~tayed in hi~ :t'oom ~.nd keipt quieit ~ 

Mr[§. BREWER Wia~ t!!nablie to i~t~t-e wh~ther any of the 
other roomer~ at heir r4:>oming h«:Ju~e h:ad an oppo:lr'tuni ty to 
either observe ©:t' have :iu11.y C©ll'lt:ai.et with WILLARD, nor was she 
able to furnish any additional information concerning 
WII,LARD'~ activiti~~ dm:'ing th:a· brief p®l"i(»d that he resided 
at her rooming ho'ill~cei. S:he e;lalm:i:'li that 15lhe doe:s1 not believe 
that she would recogni~~ thi~ :individual ag;ain from a 
photograph or if ~he; h:lld iffi.1!11. opp©rtu.nity to se® him in person, 
but qualified thi~ by ~tating tlr.1:at ~be probably would be 
able to reeogni~e hilllll .from tha ~mile <or ~neeir that he had on 
hif!ij fia!.CG if she were :at.ble t@ ©b~E!':t>vei that in the future. 
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She claimed that WILLARD did not volunteer any 
information concerning hi~ PlfH'ii-tonal ba~kground or volunteer 
any information concerning hi~ re~s~n for being in Memphis. 
She claimed that WILLARDvs ~peech W[aSJ nj\llst like the rest 
of us around here 9 

9v and t!rnat hi:si vo~abulary and accent were 
not out of place in her ro©~ing hou~e. Mrs. BREWER recalled 
that when WILLARD fi.rst looked in Room 8 9 he remarked that 
he only wanted a sleeping room a~ he would not be in the 
room in the daytime 9 ju~t at night. 

12 
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FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Date __ 4_/_1_3_/_6_8 ____ _ 

Mrs. FRANK (BESSIE) BREWER, Room 2, 422½ South Main 
Street, bfemphis, TienIDl<essee 9 wfmo m:ro.llll.:ro.g(esi the rooming house at 
this address and who h:ai.~ bee1m interwh~wed previously by Agents 
of the FBI, telephorni~~lly ~ont~cted the FBI Office on April 10, 
1968, at which time shiei l'lEllf!l\Jll6:Slt<ed to bJe1 contacted by an FBI Agent. 

Mrs. BREWER -was cont&cted b:, SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON 
and Lieutenant W. S. SCHULTZ, Bomicid,e B\!.llreau, Memphis .Fol ice 
Department, at Which time she advised that she was beginning to 
receive mail from individllJlal~ unknow~ to her. She displayed an 

envelope postmarked April 7 9 1968, at Niagara Falls, New York, 
bearing the return addre~s 1 Mr~. ZUCCO, 518 Ferry Avenue, 
Niagara Falls, New York 9 in which wa~ located a one-page hand­
written letter, which letter referred to newspaper publicity 
identifying Mrs. BREWER as oper~ting a nflop house," the writer 
of the letter referring to the f~ct that Mrs. BREWER should 
"buy some paint" and ending by stating 1 

111' 11 bet you even have 
cockroaches!" 

A second envelope w~~ post~~rked April 7, 1968, at 
Des Moines, Iowa, which contained~ printed religious tract 
and neither the envelope nor th® tr~~t identified the sender. 

On the occ~sion of this contact with Mrs. BREWER, 
she furnished the following i~form~tio~: 

She stated ~~e w~~t~d to poi~t out that she 
has previously forgott~n to ~dvi~~ officer~ of the 
Police Department ~nd FBI Agent~ th~t ~t the time she 
ranted Room 5-B to a stra~ger ~~ingth®~@.me of JOHN 
WILLARD on April 4, 1968, there Wcll.l.~ ~ ~mai.11 1 cheap 
cnest of drawers, blond in color, in front of the east 
window on the south wall of Room 5=B, whereas after the 
~hooting of Dr& KING and when she ~ext saw Room 5-B, 
that chest of drawers w~s sitting ~g~inst the west wall 
of that room and there wa~ ~ ~hffii~ $itting in front of 

1.3 

On __ 4_/_l_0_/_6_8_~at _M_e_m_p_h_i_!!iii----'~-T_ei_n_lfil_e_~_'t_~_®_~ _____ File # Memphis 44-1987 

by _SA __ FRA __ NK_L_I_N_L_, ._J_O_H_N_SO_N_-:_~_P _______ Date dictated __ 4_/_1_2_/_6_8 ___ _ 
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• 
that window. She sit:atied :sh!BJ w~:s plQlini:tillllg this out since 
this would indic~te that the occupant of the room 
definitely handled thi~ chest ~f drawers. 

Mrs. BREWEE ~tated th~t ~i~ce interviewed 
previously, she had been trying to think of anything 
else which might as~ist in ide~tifyi~g t~e guest who 
used the name of JOHN WILLARD. She stated as she has 
discussed the matter with ber husband and thought more 
about it, the one thing which impre~~ed her most about 
the appearance of this individual wa8 the fact that when 
:she first cracked op<elill th(e door t(Q) her room after this 
man knocked, she observed that he w&t:s; :stranding at the 
door with an unusual smile on his face. She went on to 
state that she would describe th~ simile as a "sneer" or 
a "smirk." She stat€ldl th~t she Cl!Ul!.l!lt!Qlt be more specific 
other than to stat® th~t sh~ w~~ impres~ed by this 
expression on this manv~ fac~~ ~s th~ugh he were trying 
to smile for no reas~n. She stated that she did not 
interpret the smile a~ an effort t~ be flirtatious. 

She also stated th~t her initi~l impression 
of this man was that he did not ~'fit inov with other 
tenants in this rooming h@use. Sh~ p~inted ~ut that this 
ro::>ming house is lo.,c~ted iIDl a p«»tQll"el" s~ction of town 
where most of the teirnants ~lr'e oiLd~·lf JPJ<e~ple o:ir others 
with limited income, a number igf wh!Q!m are alcoholics, 
and this man was clean ~nd ne~tly dre~sed, giving the 
impression that he c~uld obt~in l~dging in nicer 
surroundings. 

Mrs. BREWBl:t at thi:51 timei :att(f:impted to recall 
the words used by this per~on. As ~he r~calls, when she 
went to the door and cr~cked open the d(Qlor, leaving the 
chain fastened, the man's :f ir!Slt W©I"ds were, itoo you have 
a room for rent? 1

ij She an~wered in the affirmative and 
ff).sked him whether he w~mted :a l"Ol{»m by the week or by the 
month. He replied, as nearly~~ ~he can recall, by 
g;tating simply, °'By th® we~k. 1

~ At this point she 
unfastened the chain whi.ch ~ec:ured the partially opened 
door and walked dire~tly tQ R~(Q)m 8 lo~~ted in the south 
wing of this rooming h©ll.llfSle. Shie :st~ted that the man 
followed her to the r~©m ~nd l~~k~d 1~8idie the room but 
never actually entier<eid thiei !'OID>tml, &tt which time his words, 
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~:s rn~iii.rly &t:s .<SJh~ ir:i!Jir.'. :r'~\(;cJi.ll~ ,:~J,elr<¥.'1 v ·~•Soll 9 K «icQlll],'t n<eed the 
~t{ll'ife ~nd .1refrigercd:rv.lr' ~:ltttJ!((cl!'] lf l'N»illl' 'lt b:ei dmlng iiil.ny cooking. 
Ji \\illf:a!Si thiThkirng !!JllQl:t.'l8l ~])f tjl ,si1l~·'l(t'l,Piililg )t(();(Q))J'Jlle

11' 

At thi.:s )u(Q).1lt)i.t '.•'.-\fr:'\5 0 :mu;;:im:R, <'1XI»li1!i. iin<ed thf;l t the 
on.ly V®(Cairat "sl~cepiin!g J!."iQW,)llIDi''; {1::i;'.if ll'.'lQl,,,,:!!11! lt'!'itih @(Q) rstt0ve and 
.\r'.efxig~r&ttor) whi~h r-~i!htce lhi.:,JJd il!'ll ci:dLtltl\c<?,1" willlig IQlf the 
.r'©@l!ldng lhmU:E>El w~s ROJQl)fil 5=H itm thvi,;i lll(Q)lrtltll Wilffig. She 
thielr'ef ~re il!ml\\edb1 tiely W:rll.k~d fl'O:Jll 8,IQJ(;J))l'1) 8 iml. the :south 
wing :acro:s~ the ~lt'll1cdLig~edl \'i,'~lk':iii:7i&Y whi,ch Cl£»ImLl1l<e!\Cts the 
:south wing to the l!1ig:t>th\ wimig ©f th~· redJ~ming house, 
~nd thereafter t«JJ IU.llc0Jillll 5=H. A~giai:i\.n 5;ltii~ Wiitlk1!::!d in front 
igf the m~rn. As so1Qllil ift~ :0ti11~ opetrtieH_(i t~~ d~(Q)f' t~ Room 5-B, 
thee m:an imnedi:ately :~t~t,ed thf.tt lln<e \'ll!r:»uld ttake that room. 
She then w:alked tig h"'.Ji:t' r,0lc;11W in the ~@1sl!.th wing of the 
building p followed by t)l1ie lillMlDl(Ql'J?ltl im:an ~ Wh© pra.id her 
$8. 501 ta:s outlineid pr~vi.1G\Ul:ttly by lnier· 9 flOr the rent of 
Ro~m 5-B f o:ir one 'fl!Ylf)(ek i!!ll ~dvffilffi©iE:. 

Mr~. BRF:wnzn :§t~'!::iB:d th~'ff: M;n:~t ~f th(el rooms in 
this ro@ming h(l>u~e <t;~lfl bt1 t";iecur'~d only with the use of a 
p~dlock 1 :and aft~r ~hrnl+'Jiirng th:i~ :i!l'lld:ividu~l R(Q)om 5=B, she 
removced the padl~,c;k f :t'(Q)m the d@(Q)!" iitlrild t«:»«'llk the padlock 
with her to her room. She stated it is necess~ry that 
t·"nants put up ~ drep:0J:si t JLf they :5:,1-~1ctire thie pf!!dlock, but 
thi€1 tenant did itUJ>t iLmqui:r'e ~~ tco hlC»'W he ~mlld lock the 
d@or and did xwt ll:'<Eit'}Klt<e~t U1\(/2· p~dl(Q,~·-k ~ltMi ~ key. She also 
added that she did IITlcC1lt i!;!~pl:a:i.1'.!l t.~ h:b@ th~ 1r1Method of 
locking the door or thBt it w~s nec~asary tbat he put up 
a deposit in order to obt~in the p~dlock. 

She stated at tbi~ point that she had been 
§lf!J)l!li(!;'JWh.at unn1Srved wh1i!lM g,d1\® .f J21.~l51t ltirr,J.k~d at thi:s man, at 
wwhich time he h:ad th({:J 1L~rrtim1,,;;tu~ l Bl,M'.:/Lh1 [)Jti1l hi5 :face, or 
appe?ii.r~d to be ''sn~e~"'ir~g;' :\lit lhiei)I'? ~mudl tlm~Jr(f:l~ftier she made 
a point of having B8 little to do wlt~ bim as possible, 
always walking in front of him and avoiding all 
t1.rn:n1ec<e!:5o:E1&1ry c©invelt'rr'<lta'it:i10J1r1 \O!)i" dce:&ll:n.irit€'J;; wi ti'll him. 

Mr:s;. BREW.f'~'R 1wr_;ii,~ ~ctklj?'rd ~lhi1f•t:!11@:;ro ~h~ llll@W feels 
that £\hE? cm1ld ideL'ilt ii:y tr,J:~ t~3l!JDi if ~ti.:® ~e®~ him again. 
Shi~ ~tated that :5J1.1$' tlr1.©1ui~h t :H',h(e, IDJ,·.JL~::ht be fili.bl~ t@ identify 
thi5: m&Ull if ~h~ wt,i<EJ:ss;; hi).(m t.J.t:01.t1m. ~h~ S"St~ted tlb.ve man used 
mJJ :sLu1g Q))l':" Ull'tlij]~t:.Jlt,i;.JJ E:ll,rn,ft ~tvuld n©t r&:SS())ciate 
hi~ 1i;i.e;ceiri:t with ~ny p~!''11:1<C.u111.1f ~t'i-H v &Ird<l:U.mtg hl(S! h~d no 
particular accent. 
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She also stat~d that ahe ie positive she bas 
1neveir se(ElU] this m3'ln b<FBivll:\!;'1. Sh<e :;i;i_C)J,;_ri\ted out that :she has 
l()ll'Xly bieein handl:ing th,'59 rt~:r:;1tc1JL «}l t:tv.s i.r'tC»tD>~ ~ t thi~ 
l"OO!lll!:ing htU>usie :sinie.e ;ijfat,X\,~t)\ 1~29 19689 lhi1GW~1ne!l"9 fUMi :5\he 
w~uld have no way l(/)t kill1-ct~Yh1g 'Wh,::lth,ffr' he :strai.y<ed at this 
rooming house pri~r to that time. 

She stat~d thliiit :at the time Sllhe beiell\mie the 
lrandlady :at this r(!)!Qlming h~lll:se 9 R(Q)((V!lili 5~B wa:s occupied 
by an elderly man by th® 11'!\&tm~ of COMMODORE STEWART. 
This man was ill a~ ~f M~r~~ 12~ 1968, and she believed 
that it was on M~1°ch l~g 1968)) that hie w~s taken to a 
Memp!d:s hospital. A (C(Qlillipl~ Qif days lrater, pl"obably on 
either March 13 or 14 9 1968 1 th1.\'l5 tom:JU] di®d. The room 
had not been rent~d fr[Q);Jtlij_ that ti.me until the time the 
stranger using the l!ll&l,me (Q)f JOHN' WILLARD !'®lh\ted this room. 

She understands that a number of different 
persons have illcted in th,e c:apifici ty IQ)f rental ~grant for 
this rooming hou:siB! in I'\8!~.,eont mrmth:e; 9 :i;ncluding Mr. 
WYATT MADDOX, wh\Qi irs l!lliDJW ~ c:le:r::-k. ~'It the ''l'ri=State Hotel 
loc~ted nearby, Mr. ~ADOOX never. havi~g liv~d in this 
rooming house, lwwcev\(;!Ir', and i!ippar®ntly haviirag :acted as 
rental agent for 01lllly tt ~lhw,,K't pe,t'iod (Cl)f t:fume. Another 
individual Wh(Q; btlmi1€!d th1<:! rentral u.t 1l"fQl(Ql1:mt,,~ :in thi.:s 
roi©miing house wars H. JR. THQI'WP:DJON, ru1 (QJld drunk, according 
to other tenants, whl)) niecw1ic-;;ir l:t vied itrn th® r©Olming house. 
One other rental €ag€!nt ~t this !"@rDmmilhlg hCQllil!.S:Ei prior to 
the time Mrs. BREWER ~~1:~wrue,d the~e dtlltiie~ W~tS W • V • 
SAMMONS' who she Ullbld~.t'~hJJ,l!l<,ffl i~ !tH,llY ~:t th~ M:adision Hotel 
in Memphis. She 1:s ~1ilsl"<e tlbllilt Mr. tS.1H~Ii\.llON1S W&tS: the l"Emtal 
~gent in January 1968, bBs~d on copies of receipts in 
her receipt bo«:llk. S,lhl~ .lr(e!C&llll~d th:at Ml". r5:A.M:MO~Sl stabbed 
hi:s wife while he w~&~ l"<l3l~t~,l ag,l:'lr11t ~t th is r«:»omil!i!,g house 
and the matter received publicity. 

Mr'z,. BREWE1!-l 8'lldv1:s~d that m:ruQ>:st cif the occupants 
of rooms in thi5 l:"(lHDJ1-Qdlt!g tmu5:~ ~.t'e ~@i:~® (()),!" le:i:.:s permanent 
tenants, although she does o~casicrnally re~t a vacant 
l"(l)Oll!n tfill trall]Si~ITTrt:s fo,l'.' ()Jlfdly m'1l~ 11111ght. 

Ml":s. BBE'Wl)R fai(hi:a~1d tt1~t the:t·ie, ait'e 10 :separate 
apa:t>tments or ro@m~ :itiJ tkn<t'' $filO.Utlh wi~g (Q)f thli:Bl !"(»<r»:ming 
h(QIUSJe and ~ix sep~:t'fll!.t{l;:l ili-p;jjilt't:~1m~nt~ ~111r0 ;r>@@~ in the north 
wing. The :six t"(Q)Oll'!t~t iirn U,_1cf"' ;rmrth wing ~;oc,iei i~ef ell."red to as 
l~B, 2=B 9 etc. p Wh!E!JJ'it''~iBi tl!M~ :rr;'([J)@W,~ in th~i 116,oJuth willlg h~,ve 
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nt0 letter of tl\ie alp1:i~H:J,B'il: i~)).lU0\J/i':H 1~ "t:fo(E!i :t'(QJIQl1111 a1tfll!JJ1flJJ1(!;;):t'. 

Slhie f urni:shed th('• Jf ro)l JLr01,'iflitD.\g: J! imf O't'!J1n,ct it rr;©lm{:',el.tlllling th~ 
st~ ttUEl o:f the~~ f(i)([')lllblc":: l\'l,B (Q)f }\Jf!l'.'i.1 ·~ 1 l'.9iti:8 ~ 19!/lhle@ tl.ti11e man 
\U!!Sling the n:amlEl J(Hlt~T 'WJ!tL~f/.l) .:JJ1~:t.ked :Ji :r~Q:"°1 Rr»tOl!llnl :5=B: 

SOUTH WING: 

(RotCll:ms are numbe:r·erdl itrl ~. if((J.1,J!l!Jite'.Il:'~t~loc:;k\~i~1rei ((JJll°di:eI' ~ 
:sttarting with RtJit:i1J1iu .N:). 1 i1rn tr~® 1E:t1;,\J! tit,,1~.~~t c:«».r'IrJ®r> (Q)f 
this wing of th<~ l'(Qj(Q)l:f,iril~ )n 1 ,~l!'§g> o)/ 

Room 1 - Vracant 

Room 2 (j)(t;t:,up:iLi:"d by :"'til". iallMi ~k.\J:'::ll. DR.EWE~. ~irwd 
reJ®'t'r:0•d to :"'Is;~ 'tJil(\°', ·•~~i J .us:~. H 

Room 3 = O}lCcCUp:i1r,c,,0,[ t.i,y, M:ir. ltElili'l'l~ IL. RE.i;'lt~:,S, 1 &\\IDl 

eld.lf'li:' JJ1~f;Ji1rii \Whi«J) i:sJ tr\0•~;ill"(eid iitt.id \'l!Yirn@ 1itppiear:s 
to be reB~~n~bly ibl~. She st~ted 
th1-1t ))'.r'. RK£\"t.~ rt;tU''<i': !Q;f ltin.'i] lr"@Qim about 
th® '.3:t~.)1>!1j,e, t iim~ ~;8\ ~,i:·. t.)ll"L\'11 ~tr:~ 0 JEREWER after 
all h1,e,iiiit'd 'll!7hill.t ttui<:,J bt~l :n.~nred t ,Ol bie ~ shot 
about 6:00 p.m., April 4, 1968. 

Room 4 - (DlC;~;.11,J\pJ!,,,:,d bi nOWA.RO Vffe)\ ;'t 9 &Hl\ (Qll,IQ!®I" IllfUil, 

ch:t'@rrd,,:; ~lI:;c<n10'll.-!;;; 'I wti. re) ,~f(Q):t'k~ &t~5 1Jj. handym:an 
at ,,Jiwi w ~ C11.c il 1 l{llc,;l;ll t,e d !h,,era11~by 9 bill! t 1!!J'ht0 as 
g:f 1\::r,r:Ul ,J p 196,B 9 w;~~; klllJ(Q)'\'WH~ by Mr~. BREWER 
to kM;t 'l./~ t}lf.;~ ;fl( d.'t'U.lDlk JcQ1l" t'W~ ds:Ji.y~ o Mr~• 
BREWtJI; fSltfll.t:;-9,d %!if'j )k,r.,r;.,;1 t:h:ai:t VANCE w~:s in 
ni,~ :it:'(Q)Gl!!l1, :a..:5 c,>f 6 :OtJ .r .,il'll., Jtpl!.":Ul 4, 1968, 
blillt s1_;1fre :al·'i5Jo ikn't'l\~ thiit.t tnce hl).d. Oit'Jif'lffi @lrll a 
twrct~~ili:iY d:it'iu\lrnk (ii! l!lJ(d\ 'it k'!lt;i,t rute did )tll(Q)t C(Q)ll!Nf.i 
©Ut ({})f lhd,'Sl '!!:'tO)l(2)1t#!. 

R,oo,m 5 = Oce11.rpt,;-1d by ·~,. :L 0 :'.1.F,:,,:51:Jt, a ,llil~'l1ll 73 to 80 
y~ar~ ~t ag~v who h9~ b~e~ ill recently, 
whroi;r;; 1e h~&Jt'.illt11~ d~f<t:l:ir~tiw(8l, 1am. who 
Wgt:Bl in hrL'ii F't:->Y1 •1l00! ~<s; tr~ t t .t:1rf-" t )i~ie (0)1: tlhl@) 
rshl!:l>o)t th,g. Mr"-,'0. BRt:rn;nt: r,,1,d',d(,:J,dl.i *t.,~wfnrer, 
tt,i:at. ((j)J,~, it'([11 \1t'. ;",t.E":-S-f~lR 9 :;s-;i ~g;1f, ~mid hi~ 
pirny:s.h.:;~:d., ~r~rt 111il,~1r~ti!ii.l 1r(c:,;ID\id:iti\QJ!Thp Ml". M:ESSER 
:s t:iJi. JL «io®i:B; [:1,t<;;t 1Ji!1\ltli.cQJ1r':t:t:an(d wit,IJ;i\ t gi)_cturally 
t»CO,t!".t',ed fil1.tr,1.iJ ,1 it~ ~~:k \i!Whiffit Yll the 

~n1td f'It:t 
bu.ill-di;•;;~. 

::;ibC2:ur11: w,tvl;'llfi' p(Ll)li,c<e @f f ice1r:s: 
,,fiJ,fr'-': i'.:~.s~•tr1'i>d trJ,t::r:Mpa.irnt:$1 of the 
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Room 6 - Vau:::~.:n1t o M~i'll by 1thili1_~~ (Q)f S~MtUiEJL, WIL,SON', 
tfhlDI :l%hl<fl u1.md'.(e~:>:st~uid3 h~d bece1It ~ tenant for 
se~eral mo~ths, vBcated this roo~ on 
Apr:il .J 9 196d,~ 

Room 7 - ~cup:ie@ by .niic\!N'K :1~r. Jil\lA'tRLEX, ~llll elderly 
:ru~Lm wli'JJ(Q) i8l ~ chLt'O)!Jli.lC;;: «tlC(Q)Jh\olic 1 wht0 was 
als;tQi drul!i!.k ;~in,ri i:l'IJ. hi;M: r©@M ~:s of the time 
of the <Sb:~i'))ting;. 'Sh,e :~t~ted that MAR,LEY 
did n,(z;t com~ 1()):iJt of lilli:@ r©@un around the 
time of th~ sb©oting. 

Ro0>m 8 - Vac.~l!'l1t. (('r'tilis i'.SJ ·UM~., r@()Jll!'I, whi~h Mr~. 
BREWE:R fill:":8\t §h1;:,>'1;.1rf:!d to the mar) usiug the 
n:am~ J(;JHN WK LLA.JJU). » 

Room 9 - Oc:c:upi,fil!d lr.iy lliUUlOlLJU CART'E::R Ii ~ IDll~n 55 to 60 
ye1ar:8 (Qlf &1tgre, U.h'll«:l!1!1plrn1yiE?d, ~h«:ll receives 
welfare ch~tk~ and who has a physical 
:affliietitOlill\. (.~h~ '.~t~t~d ~1me OJf hi~ hands 
is d(E'lftllrI!itiied (Q)l' ''dl'~Witll up. 0'} She stated 
thi~ :utt[§tlIB ifl!l:SK» dt'iIDlk~~ coll'.ll~ider~bly. She 
draie:s i!llt(l)t. lbelLe1~e. ihlf~ \'!Yii!:Si h@me &ll.t the time 
of th~· .\'il!JllQJ(Q)t i 111g. 

Room 10 = Occup:Jll'j:d by t,Et]JNI1Ut£) r:;1,tf'ON 9 iB!,gf,! 60 t({) 65, 
who [5;tl\,e ~in!d(f'J,\r'['iilIB\Ll'MifS 'lttJI b~ ~. l(())l!llg=time 

NOR'TH WING: 

resident ~t this r~~;m1.1rng fi(Q)ll)[5e P who reportedly 
formerly worked on a river boat. She stated 
it i!S :tJelt' inrpir'<e~~ i©,:m th~ t h~ w:a:s in his 
!"4'.llOlffl'I a.slte~"!p iilt the t:ll,ifil<B.! @f the ~h(Q)Oting 
~nd th;at hi€) t(Q)rDJ h~d hll:J€!lll dri1rdd,llllg. 

(Roi(()ms 0111 no.t'th wing fa.r',t.:c l!\11u.iil!lb~l'"€ld 1~3 .iB th'.lr'tOJtllgh 6=B, 
re a.ding from west (t;cQ) ~~2'lJt. Ttil~::l\ltl) oim1>:t.'l§ h&nrlm1g mumbers 
h1ave numerals (»nly IQ@ t:rJ(!;·,Qlilp but 1iill cg.f thw1 tlEllTilrantgs; 
understand that the d~~igiJi.~tie:i:lfi i:tf v13,,; ll:refer~ t@ the 
rooms in the 11\©rtru ww:hllg.) 

Room l=B - (lt:JC[d;ie,d \')1/((;~~jt till (31, !DJiQl,Jl."'TI,;fi=f3,(QlliJ.th haillw~y 
whi,r;h c.cn1tti~1rnu}•,ctssi t~2l 1JI.LtJl iB>nllC l©~~d w~Jlkway 
c o:n<iri.1€'c ting t l1<B> t'll!liQJ ~iw i l!iJ§:~ 10J.f th~ r@{fjimi ng 
h«2llll!,s,,;e,): p:ice,d by 'il.~.i·:s, • .,n::S~!E La LEl>BETTER, 
~ \l!Yi~,ri:ww c,~:r .. ~,, shi.e nlnd~'1tc:ttaLn1id:s h1iil:s rie5Jided at 
Uni~. auild:it\P,•:,iw,,: f ~)!lt" '.Glcv,IBll(f) 8 t01 10 yce1ar~. Mrs. 
LED'B•ft['T'fli, i '~ la\ :,il(»,[~lif '.®l'Jl iJ;i'e • 

H~ 
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R@om 3=B = v~~~rnt. 

Room 4-B = O©cupied by WX:LLX~ I.BaI!lr.!rZ, employed at 
Duvall Tlr'tUl1~fer C(O)mm.pSllrny. Ill's. BREWER 
later l~~rll'l),ed that k. AN'CHUTZ 
X"®P,@rtedly ~aw th~ malt!\ ruiltll.ning down the 
hall f@ll@wi@g the ~h@@ting and had some 
c@nv®r~~ti@ltll. with him. 

Room 5=B = R@©m @ccupied by th® l!M.n using name 
JOHN WILXAIID ~ll'l),d which room had not 
been rented ~ince former tenant, 
OOMMOOORE ~TDART, died about March 13 
or 14, 1968. 

Ro@m 6=B - Occ~pi~d by Mr. altll.d Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS. 
Mr. STEPHENS 1$ an unemployed tuberculosis 
p~ti~~t and bi~ wife i~ presently confined 
to her bed. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date 4/7/68 ____ _ 

WILLIAM CHARLES ANSCHUTZ 11 422½ South Maino Apartment 
4B 0 Memphis 0 advised that he is employed by the Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company 0 1054 Firestone Avenue 0 Memphise 

He returned home from work about 2~30 Pem. 0 

April 4, 19680 Miss JESSE LEDBETTER 0 a neighbor in Apartment 
lB, came to his room to watch televi~iono They watched television 
throughout the afternoono 

On two occasions during the afternoon6 ANSCHUTZ tri'ed 
to get into the bathroom at the end of the hall to pour out 
some water he had used to wash disheso Each time someone 
was in the bathroomo The ~e~ond time ANSCHUTZ went to the 
bathroom6 another neighbor 0 CHARLIE STEVENS of Apartment 6B, 
told ANSCHUTZ that a new tenant who rented Apartment SB 
was in the bathroomo ANSCHUTZ did not know the exact 
time of his attempts to get into the bathroomo but he indicated 
these attempts were only a few minutes apart. He does not know 
how long the new tenant was in the bathroom 0 but it seemed like 
a long time to him. 

Later ANSCHUTZ heard a shoto He had been watching 
television for some time 0 but he did not have any idea what 
time it was. He got up and went to the dooro As he opened 
it a man came down the hall. ANSCHUTZ thought the man came 
out of Apartment SB 0 but he ~ould not tell for sure. 

The man was run~ing and a~ he passed ANSCHUTZ's 
door 9 he held his hand and arm o~er his face so ANSCHUTZ 
could not get a good look at himo A~ the man passed ANSCHUTZ, 
ANSCHUTZ said~ 11 I thought I heard a shot! eo The man answered, 
11lYeho it was a shot. '0 

The man was carrying siomet'hi:ng under his armo It 
appeared to be something long and was wrapped in what looked 
like a blanket. ANSCHUT'Z thought it might be a gun. 
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ANSCHUTZ knew that the shot had been fired nearby, 
but he could not tell if it came from the bathroom or from 
apartment 5B. He had never seen the man or talked to him 
until he saw the man running down the hallo He thinks the 
man went down the stairs to Main Street, but he did not follow 
him. 

After the man had run down the hall, CHARLIE STEVENS 
came out of his apartment, and said he had also heard a shot. 
ANSCHUTZ went into the bathroom~ and looked out the window. A 
police officer in the backyard yelled for him to get away 
from the window. ANSCHUTZ heard a girl say that the shot had 
come from the window. 

After leaving the bathroom 1 ANSCHUT'l went to the 
other side of the roominghouse, and told the landlady, 
Mrs. BREWER, that he had heard a shot, Then he went back to 
his room to watch television. To the best of his knowledge, 
ANSCHUTZ cannot remember the man having any other luggage, etc., 
except the object that was wrapped up in the blanket. 

ANSCHUTZ describes the man as follows: 

Height: 
Build~ 
Age: 
Clothes~ 

6' 
Slim 
30 1 s 
Did not seem to be wearing a 
coat. 

ANSCHUTZ did not see the man's face because the man 
covered it with his arm and hand. ANSCHUTZ does not think he 
could identify the man if he saw him again. ANSCHUTZ said he 
had not been drinking at all during the afternoon. He had to 
stop drinking for health reasons. 

ANSCHUTZ advised that JESSE LEDBETTER is a deaf mute. 
She can read and write and can speak sign language. ANSCHUT'l 
does not know if she saw the man when he ran past the door. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4_/_l_0_/_6_8 __ 

Mr. CHARLIE QUli~MA~ STEPHE~S, Room 6-B, second floor, 
422~ S. Main Stiriaet, furnish.eid the :following information to 
Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, and SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON: 

Mr. STEJPlHIENS, who stait:@rdl he is 46 years of age, 
and his wife occupy 2 rooms in th~ north wing of a rooming 
house, the address of which is 422½ S. Main Street. This 
rooming house actually teoveir~ tllM~ se<eolllld floor of 2 
separate buildings, Mr. STEPHENS' room being located in the 
north building in the southeast cor~er of the north building. 

Sometime in the lat~ afte~noon of April 4, 1968, 
he and his wife were in th~i~ ~oom. His wife, who has 
recently been in the ho;f,pital foJt' an extended period of 
time, was in bed in the,ill" com.bi.nation of living-bedroom. 
He was in the ki tcheiri, '9!1hich :iiSl ieiast of the living-bedroom. 
He was repairing a radio on a table located at the north 
wall of the kitch(!;)n. Imm.se;idiateily ncnh of him is a common 
bathroom which is locat~d at the ~ast end of an east-west 
hallway in the north building. Whil~ he was repairing the 
radio, he heard what he is certain was a shot, and he is 
certain that shot came from the bath~oom from a point 
within just a few feet of where h~ wa~ ~itting. He has no 
way of knowing the time but can only ~stimate it was sometime 
b~tween 5~00 and 6~00 PM. 

Upon heairing this ~hot, hre walked out of the kitchen 
through his living-bedroom and ope~~id the door leading onto 
the hallway and obsierv®d a man runnJunig west down this hallway 
and this man was carlt'ying a lairge l:»iilln«ne of some kind. He 
would estimate that this bundle oll" pae:kage was at least 
3 or 4 feet long and 6 to 8 inch~s thick. Although he saw the 
man and the bundle only momentarily, he gained the impression 
that the bundle wa~ wrapped in ~om.ething, possibly a newspaper. 
This man continued ll."unning to the end of the hallway turning 
left (south) and apparently thell."eaftie:ir ran down the stairways 
onto the street, although be could not actually see the man 
going down the staill"way. 
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It imm~diat~ly o~~u~lt'~~ to Mr. STEPHENS that 
this wa~ the sam~ ma~ h~ ha~ s~®!lil @a~li~~ in the afternoon, 
possibly arou1!llrd! micd-afite>lt'!lilOOll1l 9 5i'ltarrncd!iJ.mg at the door to 
room 5-B which i~ lo~aite~ iMJJn~diat~ly w®st of Mr. 
STEPHENS kl living-b<eJcdiroom. JHlei stated that around mid-
afternoon h~ had se~n a man with M~~- BREWER standing in the 
hallway at ith® ~~tran~~ to room 5-B looking into room 5-B. 
He saw the manws l~ft side. Th~ man had nothing in his hands 
at the time. He as~Wl!led thi~ was ~ane n~w guest looking 
at a room. 

Mr. STEPHE~S $tat~d that he an~ his wife remained 
in th~ir room the re~t of the afte~noon. He pointed out that 
he, Mr. STEPHE~S, i~ a <di~ablei«i veti:eran who has been treated 
for tuberculosis~ ana he spend~ most of his time in his rooms 
with his wife who i~ also ill and wbo at present is a bed 
patient. 

Somiet im<ei af t~r ~e®i lillg th:h,,,iman with Mrs. BREWER, he 
heard someon~ 1~ ~oom 5-B a~~ a~~umed the man hehad seen 
had rented ithe room llll®x:il; «.foo:!r". 18Ie stated 1!:m t he recalls 
on s~veral diff~~~!rilt oc~a~ion~ h®a~ing footsteps in this room 
and also leavifil\g f:irollll thi~ :!fooim pa~l'1t hi~ (Mir. STEPHENS 's) 
~oom and into th® common bath~oo~ at th~ ea~t end of the 
hall. He was al~o velfy much awalf~ that when the person went 

from room 5-B to the bath~oomp that p®:lf~Ofil\ remained in the bath­
~oom for a considerable period of t1m~. He pointed out that 
this is particularly !riloticc:eabl® ~iml<C\l;l thi§'. is a rcommon bathroom 
which must be u~®d by a numb®~ of ~iff®~ent tenants. He 
also speiicif ically l!:"~ieallecd tlln:ait ornily on OIDl~ occasion did 
he hear the commo~e b~irnig flu~hea aITTld h~ was therefore curious 
as to why this pe~~o~ wa~ ~p~llll~irnig ~o mu~h time in the bathroom. 

He stat~d that orni t~~ la~t o~~asion that someone 
W~lillit from llllUm.bre:1r 5=B to tltl\cei bathll:'oom prior to the time he 
h~ard the shotp h® woul~ ~~timat~ that that person remained 
in the bathroom foll" at lea~i 20 to 30 minutes. During 
this period he h~a1rcdl no imoi~@:;;5' <eomm:iurng from the bathroom. 
He also ~pecificalJLy lr'~call.~ that idu:iring this same period, 
Mr. WILLIS AlNfCEltllTZ (phoms~'(l;ll!;) p who o«::«:; upies room 4-B, immedi­
ately we~t of 5=B wh(elf'® iUm~ fil\(g:w tce)1r11iui\t appa:irently was located, 
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ha<d knockied oirn Mill'. s~rE'PffiI1€;JNiS 9 ~ <di©il:lll!' all'lld BJomewhat (,. .- angrily 
inquired as to who w:ai.§ ~tayillllg :lLm1 tthe batlht:iroom so long. 

It wa~ at th~ en~ of thi~ laitt~~ period of time 
that Mr. STEPHENS hea:ird the ~bov~ ~e~c~ibed shot which he 
was certain crone flt"oim th~ baitllhl.r'oolml. He stated that immediately 
after the shot wa~ f 1:ir®irJ lnei hteJalr«ll ~ome people located across 
the streeil;, east of ith® buildiirng l'lWhe:irlf'J h~ lives, screaming. 
Due to the excit®m~imt of th® mo~~~iv th~ fact that people 
across the streer(t ifill the vicci:mi ty of th~ Lorraine Motel 
were screaming !J a!lllidl th~ f arct tha'(l; hi,s heiarirng is not the 
best, he did not hea:n:v aimy a<dlditlioirutl mioises caning from the 
bathroom. He poi!Tilted out that h~ would expect to hear a 

"scuff le" coming from the batloo:°l(J)OM if the man in the bathroom 
had fired the shot 'itll"Aat kill~cdl MARTIN LUTHER KING, but he 
ca111not recall hea:!firng $1U!<eh a 9'~cc;uff lLe. 11 He ~tated that he 

simply has ~o way of k~owilTilg ~h~the~ th~ man came out of the 
bathroom, went into room 5-B aIDlrd th®l!l!. ran out of 5-B down 
the hall to~ard the fro~t of the buildingv or whether the man 
in the bathroom ran dir®~tly f~o~ the bathroom down the 
hallway toward the front of th~ buildil!l!.g. He stated he did 
he~i tate a f ~w momltllnt~ :aiJ!'it;lf:'):no h(i;)all"ilmg tlm~ shot and hearing the 
~creaming outsid~ b~fo~~ h~ w~rnt to th@ doo~ a~d looked down 
the hall to see th~ man :irun~ing ca~~y1ng 8om~thing in his hand. 

Mr. STEP!l!El~S acdv,i~~d ilhat ithe ormly people in the 
north building of thi5 roomi~~ hou§~ at the time of this 
inieidel!l!.t wier® (1) Mr. S'JrEPHEJN'S, (2)1 Mlr'. STEPHENS 9 5 wife, 
who was in bed and who was n®vie;r iirn a po~i tion to observe 
anything, (3) Mr. WILLIS A:NCHWti (pholl'!letic), above, in room 
4-B, who came out of his room aliil~ ~a~ ~een by Mr. STEPHENS 
at the sam~ time Mr. STEPHE~S ~aw the man ~unning down the 
hall, (4) Mlrs. J'ESSJIE LEr-r_ffElRp a cdl~af aillld dumb lady who re­
sides in :!r'Oom 1-B towal!"•£ll ithte flt'ollllt hwest) of the lIM>rth wing 
or no1rth buildirng O a!lllid! {5) tlhlie unkllll0Wl!11. man who had occupied 
room 5-B who was :irmmll'llil1'llg (dowllll the hall a$ previously statai 

Mr. STEPHEJNrS t-itait®@ that Mr. AJN!CHUL"fl made some remark 
to the unknown m.an who wa~ lf'U!Ill)Illifillg dowl!ll the hallway and the 
unknown man appa~ently ma~e som® kind olf ~eply. 
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Mr. STEPHENS a«hri~~td itlhl~t '&bereas he could hear 
footsteps i:n 5-B and coulidl h~a1r focoit$iteps between 5-B and the 
bathroomp he at ~o time hea~d a1rny ~ol!llv~~sation in 5-B, 
and he is certaillll itha it their~ WW:ll!~ J.!1\1{) (CO!fllver~at ion in 5-B 
from the time the n~w t~na1rnt ch~ck~d i~ u~til the time 
he heard the shot. He stated he ~ever heard any noise or 
footsteps which would indicate to him there was ever more 
than one person in room 5-B. He pointed out that whereas 
his hearing is not too good 9 it is very easy to hear noises 
in the adjoining room~ of this rooming house and he definitely 
can hear normal conver~ation comil!llg from that room. Mr. 
STEPHENS stated that when h® saw the new tenant with Mrs. 
BREWER standing in front of 5-8 9 he only saw the left side 
of the new tenant, and when he saw ~hat he believes to be the 
same man running down the hallway ,:arrying something, he only 
saw this person from the rear. He pointecd out he never saw 
him directly in front 9 but based upon his observations he 
would describe this person as follow~~ 

:Name: 
Race~ 
Sex~ 
Age: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Posture: 
Hair: 

Unknown 
White 
Mal~ 
qqin hi:s 30 vs." 
5v 10-11°1 

165 poun.cds 
Avlf'i:itage 
Ma~ stood erectly 
D~~cribed as sandy, also 
<d!~S:Cll:" i b~id as vud ark blond " 
« bavilillg the appearance of 
UllilWaBhed sand. 
Fu:!f•t,he:lr' «l~scr ibed htrline 
as ~~~eding on left side 
(and pre■umably on both sides) 
mak.iIDJ.g it appear he would have 
'
1'p~1aks 11 on either side but 
w,:iith full thick hair toward 
ith~· firolTht center of his head 
b®itwe~n the peaks. Hair 
<eomibied st:irai.ght back. Norma 1 
o~ av~~age haircut. 
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Dress: 

General Appearance: 

26 

Ba.re headed, wearing dark 
suit 
Clean shaven, neat appearing 
individual. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ 4_/_7_/_6_8 ____ _ 

CHARLES STEPHENS, Apartment 6B 0 422½ South Main 
Street6 Memphisn advised that on the afternoon of April 4, 
1968@ he was with his wife at the above addresso He stated 
that at about 3~30 p.m. 0 on the abo~e date~ he began working 
on a table model radio of his which was in need of repair. 
He said he took a radio to the kitchen. and placed it on the 
table which was against the wall that waa adjacent to the 
bathroom which was used by all tenants on his floor. As he 
was working on his radio he could heat· the man in the next 
apartment to him, Apartment SB 0 leave his room several times 
and go into the bathroom. Mro STEPHENS stated that he knew 
it was the man who had just checked in to Apartment SB that 
afternoon because he ~ould hear the door of Apartment SB 
open and then footsteps would go down the hall to the bathroom, 
the bathroom door would open and then close. 

Mr. STEPHENS said that du.ring these various trips that 
the individual in Apartment 5B made to the bathroom he failed 
to flush the toilet or to run any water with the exception of 
the last time he was in the bathroom. At this time he flushed 
the toilet. He stated that this i~dividual seemed to be spending 
an undu,!.ll length of time in this bathroom. At about 6: 00 p.m., 
on April 4 0 1968 0 Mr. STEPHENS heard a loud noise which he described 
as sounding like a gunshot come from the bathroom. Upon hearing 
this noise 0 Mr. STEPHENSmn from the kitchen where he was repairing 
his radio to his door that led to the hallwayo He stated this is 
only~ distance of about 10 to 12 feet. Upon opening the door 
he saw a man leave the bathroom carrying a package of about three 
feet long and wrapped in what appeared to be newspaper. He saw 
the man run down the hall and then turn left as if he were trying 
to leave the apartment buildingo As thi~ was happening WILLIE 
ANSCHUTZ 0 who lived in Apartment 4B 0 came out of his apartment 
and went to the bathroom. ANSCHUTZ then told STEPHENS to look out 
of his window. STEPHENS said that he then looked out of his 
kitchen window which fa~ed th~ Lorraine Hotel and saw a lot of 
policemen scurrying about and people running screaming in the 
vicinity of the hotel. 
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Mir. STEPHENS ~t~ted th~t t~e man who was in 
Apartment 5B had ~hecked in about 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968. H~ stat~d hew~~ ~w~e of this because he had 
heard the l~~dlady showing him the ~p~rtment ~t that time. He 
stated he glanced o~t of his doo~ &nd got~ fairly good look at 
the man who b.~ cilescribiedl :lll.SJ beiXllg ~ \Whit~ Bllll:lll.le; 5' 10-11"; 
weighing 165 polilln.ds; ~lel!iider b\Ulild; :t'lU!.ddy ~omplexion; sandy 
hair; had a longp sha~p pointed lliiose~ ~~aring what appeared to 
be a dark blue or black ~uitp white ~hirt ~nd dark tie. 

Mr. STEPHENS stated th~t the man who he saw running 
out of the bathroom clo~ely re$embled the man who had checked 
into Apartment 5B. He $~id he could only see the man who ran 
from the bathroom from behind 9 but his general build, hair 
coloring and clothes were the s~me as the individual in 
Apartment 5B. 

Mr. STEPHENS described the individual he saw running 
out of the bathroom as follows: 

Rae, 
Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Compliexioll'll 
Hair 
Clothing 

White 
Ma lie 
5'10-11° 
165 
Slel!r•der 
!dudd.y 
s~ndy, slightly OD dark side 
w~a~i~g d~~k s~it 

Mr. STEPHENS ~dded th~t he had never 'met the man who 
checked into Ap~rtmeirat 5\B, t~lked! to lbJ.imi 1 or knew his name. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date ____ 4~/_6_,_/_6_8 ___ _ 

Mrs. GRACE HAYIS STRPJHrENS, Apartment 6-B, 422t 
Main Street, Memphis, Te~~esse~, fu~~ished the following 
information: 

Mrs. STEPHEJNS s~id that she was in bed all day 
Ollll April 4, 1968, ~s fSlhe has ftlieen ill for several months. 
She advised that she heard~ ~oi6e, which sounded like 
a firecracker at 6 p.m 0 , April 4, 1968. She said the noise 
sounded to her as if it c~me from the yard on the east 
side of her apartment O She said she did llllot think anything 
about the noise as it was common for trains to set off 
firecrackers on the tracks OIIil tm east side of her 
apartment. Mrs. STEPHENS said~~~ h~ard soft footsteps 
coming from out of the b~thro~m, which is located adjacent 
to her apartment, and pro~aedi~g rapidly down the hallw~y 
toward the entrance to the apartm~~t building. 

Mrso STEPHENS s~id ~h~ the~ heard screaming 
and yelling from the e~st side ~f her apartment near the 
Lorraine Hotel at 406 Mulberry Street. Mrs. STEPHENS 
said she did not get out of bed ~t any time on April 4, 
1968, and did not see a~yo~e leave the apartment bathroom 
and knows nothing else relati~g to the abovementioned noise_ 
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Date __ 4_/_l_0_/_6_8_ ---~-----

Mr. BERTIE Le R~EVES, Eoom 3, wouth wing of rooming 
house located Olm se~o!Iild floo~, 422½ S. Main Street, Memphis, 
furnished the followiJmg i~fo~matio!Iil to Lieutenant J. D. 
HAMBY, Homicide Bwr~au, Memphi~ Poli~e Department, and 
SA FRANKLIN L. JOHJMSONo M!:!t'. REEVES 9 ~ho advised he is 74 years 
of age, retired, fC011~111U?J'.'irly a d!ll"agli!Iil® op(E!l:ir:ator, railroad 
fireman and hotel cl~Tk, advi~ed h® ha~ :rresided at this 
address for the past 8 years. 

He stated that ~ometi~~ in th~ late afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, exact tim® Jmot :ir~call@'Jld, .he was in his 
room when he heard a shot. H~ !l!Mlediat~ly walked out into 
the large hallway at whi~h tim~ th@h,Mdlady, Mrs. BESSIE 
BREWER, and her husband FRANK, who o~~upy room 2, next 
door to his room, also ~ame out of their room. The 3 of them 
proceeded east down thie l.a:irgie hallway or lobby of this wing 
of the rooming house to th~ east ~oo~. As they walked 
down the hallway they h~ard screams coming from across the 
street to the east of Uni~ builcdlill"ilg l!ffi the vicinity of the 
LoJraine Motel. Upon arrivi@g at the ~~ar (east) door, 
police officers in the ar<eia instJ!"uct~<d them. to get back 
inside and they did so. 

Mr. REEVES advi~ed h~ did t'.ll«:»t sie~ anyone leave the 
building and does not know who ii~~d th~ shot and has no 
way of knowing th~ exa~t locati©~ of th® shot which he 
heard. 

He advised that ~a~lier i~ th~ afternoon of April 4, 
1968, and perhaps aroun~ 3~00 P.M. 9 h~ had returned to his 
room after going to Jim~~ Cafe locat~d ~~arby. As he approached 
his room, he saw a strange ma~ ~ta~ding at the door of the 
landlady's room. This man th~~~after left f~om the vicinity 
of the doo~ to th~ la~dlady'~ ~oom a~~ ~alked north across 
a hallway to the nor.th wing of thi~ rooming house. He 
pointed out that th~ ~oomi!!llg hous~ lo~at~d on the second 
floor is actually located i!!ll twit» «lliff.ei~ent buildings, but 
there is an enclos~d walkway to~a~d the f~ont ofthese two 

File # ME 44-1987 

SA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSO~ /bb~ 4/9/68 
by -----------------------Date dictated ----------

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your .1gency. 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
2 

seco!Illd f looll." cal!li walk f1rolllll thie filt\()lf'(t;h i:»uildi ng to the south 
building. The :Jt'<DOm5l illll t!ll® l!'llll):["il;;./ra builcdillllg have a ilBii 
:irmmber, such as 1-B, 2-B allll<dl ~o f(l)J!"itltll 9 wllll.~reas the rooms 
in the south building h~v~ l!liO l®itt®~ of the alphabet follow­
ing the room numb~r~. Thi@ n~w t®uuallllit walked through this 
enclosed walkway from th~ ~outh to ~;he north building 
where the "Bn room.:si ar~ locat~d. Hr~ did not see him again. 
He pointed out that he only ~aw thi~ man f~om. the rear 
and right side as the man l®ft th@ la~dlady's door and walked 
north to the north building. 

Mr. REEVES furni~h~d tlbte following description of 
the man seen by him~ 

Name: 
Race~ 
Sex: 
Age: 
Height~ 
Weight: 
Build: 
Hair: 
D Jr El,,,\ :Bi : 

Genel.t"al Appear:a.l.lil(CeJ ~ 
Misicellaneou~ ~ 

Jl 

Ullllkmiown 
Whit~ 
Male 
25-30 
5 ~ 11 °' to 6' 
165-1'75 pounds 
Av~JJ~age 
Dark, full head of hair 
Ball"~ h®aded, in dark suit, 
did not 1!1llee sihi:irt or tie 
0"Plt'etity n<eiat v, 
Mr. ~EEVES stated that 
thi~ man definitely was not 
~al.t"l.t"ying anything when he 
~aw him and the man did not 
~ay anything when he was in 
the man vs presence. 
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FEDERAL BUR EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

4/7/68 
Date __________ _ 

FRANK BREWElt~422t South Main Street, Apartment 2, 
Memphis, advised that his wife, BESSii.: BREWER, :i.s the 
landlord of the roominghouse at 422½ South Main, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

BREWER works at Velsicol Chemical Corporation, 
1199 Warford, Memphis, Tennessee. He arrived home from work 
about 5:30 p.m. on April 4? 1968, He immediately sat down to 
eat supper, His wife told him that she had rented 
apartment 5B that afternoon, but she did not mention anything 
about the person to whom she rented the room, 

BREWER finished his supper and sat down to watch 
television. He figured the time to be just about 6:00 p.m. 
He heard a loud noise that sounded like a gun, but he 
thought it must be a firecracker. He got up and went to the 
door to see what had made the noise. He opened the door that 
leads into the hall, He heard people behind the roominghouse 
yelling, "Oh God, help me!iv He also heard some firemen from the 
nearby fire station running toward. the Lorraine Hotel, and 
one of them said, "Someone has been shot.ii 

BREWER ran to tht~ back door and wftt. out on the back 
porch. It took him two or three seconds to unlock the door 
and get it open, BREWER figures that the time elapsed from 
when he heard the noise until he stepped onto the back porch 
was about 15 - 20 seconds, 

As he stepped out on the porch 9 a uniformed officer, 
possibly from the Sheriff's Office. ran into the backyard of 
the roominghouse and yelled to BREWER~ 11Get back in the house 
and lock the door. 11 BREWER thought he was from the Sheriff's 
Office because he was wearing dark green pants and a tan shirt. 
As BREWER started back inside 9 another officer yelled, "The shot 
came from there," and pointed toward the northeast corner of the 
roominghouse. BREWER thought the officer was pointing toward 
either the windows on the northeast corner or the roof. 
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BREWER came back into the apartment house and 
locked the door, He looked out the window and saw two 
policemen on the roof of the building that faces Mulberry Street, 
and is just northeast of the building at 422 South Main. 

BREWER went back to his apartment and sat down. 
He did not hear anything until WILLIAM ANSCHUTZ, who lives 
in apartment 4B, came to BREWER'S door and yelled, "The guy 
that rented the room ran down the steps 1 and had something 
wrapped up that looked like a gun." BREWER did not go out 
to look for the man, 

The police came to the door within a minute or two, 
and officers were there the whole night, 

BREWER and his wife have lived at 422½ South Main, 
Apartment 2~ since March 12 9 1968, BREWER never did see the man 
registered as JOHN WILLARD 9 an.d, thus 9 could offer nothing 
concerning WILLARD'S appearance, BREWER examined the rent 
receipts dating back to January 27, 1968 9 and could find no 
record of a JOHN WILLARD living here before April 4, 1968. 
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Mr. HOWARD BONNIE VANCE, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 4, South Wi~g 0 M~mphis 9 Tennessee, furnished the 
following information: 

Mr. VANCE s~id hie w~:s nintoxicated" for the two 
days of April 3 ~nd 4 9 1968. H<e said he went to the bathroom 
twice on April 4 9 1968, at 9 a.m. and at 3 p.m., and did 
not see anyone or hear any<Qll!"A<e on thvc»se two occasions. 
VANCE said he lives alone in his room. He said he was 
completely unaware of any activity ~utside of his room 
for the two above-mentioned dates. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date __ 4~/~1_1~/_6_8 ____ _ 
1 

Mr. J. L. MESSER, 422½ South Main Street, Apartment 
5, Memphis, Tennessee, furnished the following information: 

Mr. MESSER 9 speaking 1n a very loud tone, stated 
that he was extremely hard of hearing and was almost deaf. 
He stated that he did not know anything had happened that 
was out of the ordinary on April 4, 1968, and that he was in 
his room the entire day. He stated he did not know anything 
had occurred until that morning, April 5, 1968, when Mrs. 
BREWER told him that someone had been killed. Mr. MESSER 
stated that he has been having trouble with his back and 
that he spends most of his time either in bed or sitting down 
in his room. 

He stated he could furnish no information in this 
matter. 
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l 

FRANK M. MARLEY 1 422½ South Main Street, Apartment 7, 
advised that he was home all day on April 4, 1968. He 
heard a loud noise about 6:00 p,m. on April 4, 1968, but 
he had been drinking heavily all afternoon, and he did not 
get out of bed to see what was happening. 

He, did not see the man who rented Room 5B, and 
he did not hear anything unusual after he heard the loud 
noise. 
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On April 5, 1968, an effo~t was made by 
Lieutenant J. D. HAMBY, Homicide Bur~au, and SA 
FRANKLIN L.JCIDEmto interview Mr. FRANK MILLARD MARLEY• 
white male, 81 years oldp tenant in room 7 south wing of 
rooming house second floor, 422½ s. Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. Extreme difficulty was experienced in an effort 
to interview Mr. MARLEY who stated he is 81 years of age. Mr. 
MARLEY stated he had heard a shot sometime late in the · 
afternoon of April 4, 1968, at which time he stated he was 
standing on the back porch (located at the east end of a 
large hallway in the center of the south building or south 
wing of the rooming house at this address)~ He stated that 
he was on the back porch to hang out some clothing. He 
pointed out some items of clothing in water in a wash pan, 
It was noted these items of clothing had not been wrung out 
and were still in the wash water. 

Mr. MARLEY related several different versions 
as to what he had seen and where he had been located, at 
one point stating there were 3 men involved in the shooting 
of MARTIN Ltrl'HER KING and that he had seen one of them 
sliding down a bank east of the above mentioned back portion 
~hereas the other 2 had run west out of the building, At 
this point, he stated that he wa~ in the hallway when the 
2 men ran west a:nd ol!lle of them told him "get the hell out 
of the way." He also stated at one point that one of the men 
running west had a qwyaimkee brogue q' and at another point 
stated one of them looked like an Indian. 

During effo~ts to interview Mr. MARLEY, Mr. FRANK 
BREWER, husband of the landlady of this building, Mrs~ 
BESSIE BREWERp advi~ed Lt. J. D. HAMBY and SA FRANKL. 
JOHNSON that Mr. MARLEY is a complete alcoholic, stays drunk 
all the time 1 alll\d he personally knows that Mr. MARLEY was 
passed out in his room at the time Mr. BREWER, Mrs. BREWER, 
and another tenalll\t Mr. BERTIE REEVES heard a shot around ·· 
6~00 PM, April 4, 1968. 
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HAROLD CARTER 0 422½ South Main., Apartment 9, advised 
that he arrived at home about 4,g3Q })lem. 0 on April 4, 1968. 
He lent to his room an.d he was still there when he heard 
a shot about 6i00 peme He stayed in his room until the 
police came inside about 10-15 minutes later. 

CARTER did not see the man who rented Apartment SB, 
and he did not notice anything unusual before or after he 
heard the shoto He does not feel he has anything that 'WOuld 
help in the investigation of this case. 
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1 

ALFRED W. EA'ION, 422½ South Main Street, 
Apartment 10, advised that he had been in and out of the 
apartment most of the day on April 4, 1968. He had been 
drinking that afternoon, and was taking a nap when 
he was awakened by a loud noise and some commotion outside 
the boardinghouse. He got out of bed, and looked out the 
back window of the house. He saw someone covering up a 
body across the street. 

EA'ION did not see the person who rented 
Apartment 5B in the roominghouse. He also heard nothing 
in the other wing of the building (where Apartment 5B is 
located) after the shot was fired. 

EATON said he went back to bed shortly thereafter, 
and did not know what actually happened until the morning of 
April 5, 1968. 
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