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• • FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 April 25, 1968 Da~ __________ _ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bed~pread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. CHARLIE QUITMAN STEPHENS, 
Apartment 6B, 4221 South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 
STEPHENS said the 1955 and 1960 photographs of RAY were not 
familiar to him, but he advised the 1966 profile photograph 
of RAY appearing in Wanted Flyer 442~A, April 19, 1968, and 
Identification Order 4182 dat~d April 20y 1968 9 looked like 
the man h~ ~aw in Ap~'f'tmi!if-nt l,,l.f)j to1t1 ltp:l!"i l -4 9 1968, talking to 
Mr:s. BESS IE BR.1':fEij. STEPHKM~ §£.~ i(d hl.e ((j)nly ~aw the man's 
prof i 1 e in th~ bl(J)ttr,rU ng h@u~,~ :fj l'ld ~~ :a ir,~~ul t could only say 
the prof i 1 ~ ph@:Jtillg!"a:ph td RA'? i 1t11 HJJ66 1 <D@k~d very much 1 ike 
the abov~ m.~nt loned man bl! R<OJ([l)J!i 58. 

STEPHENS ~aid be had n~v~~ ~een the bedspread or 
any similar bedspread eith~l" at the ro«>ming house or anywhere 
elseo 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _ _._A~p=r,_,,i"-'l,e_____,2=..::5~,L...-.:l=..::9~6~8~_ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Me■phis, 
Tennessee, April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. WILLIAM CHARLES 
ANSCHUTZ, Apartment 4B, 422½ South Main Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee. He advised none of the men in the photographs 
were familiar to him and that he would not be able to 
identify the man he saw running d©lWl!'li th<e· hall on April 4, 
1968f in the lat,ei aftelfl!1l(())Oll 8lft.ryr lh1,P;:e,r!lh;g.; the noise which he 
thought wa~ a sh~t 1 a.~ itlhllfl! h'iJ:aiilJ, \IW@~ «~rdJve1r h!g hi~ face with 
his arm as he ran do~n th~ h~]Yi. 
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1 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES'\GATION 
\ 

April 21, 1N8 Dat.e _ ___::.._ ______ _ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY tak~n 1955, 1980, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at-Meapbia, April 4, 
1968, were shown to Mrs. BESSIE RUTH BREWER,',Rooa No. 2, 
422½ South Ila.in Street, Memphis, Tennessee. She said abe 
had looked at tbe bedspread on April 4, 1968-, when it wu 
displayed to her after being recovered by the Meapbis Police. 
She said the bedspread did not come from her rooains house 
and in fact she had never seen one like it before in her 
life. Mrs. BREWER said none of the men in the photographs 
shown her were familiar to her. She further advised that 
she did not believe she would r~cognize the man using the 
name JOHN WILLARD if he were to "walk up and say hello to 
me right now." She said she did not look at the ■an 
called WILLARD "squarely in the face" and as a result, doe• 
not thillk she will be able to identify him. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A--=p~r_i_l_2_5--'-, _1_9_6_8 __ 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis, Tennessee, 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BERTIE L. REEVES, Apartment 3, 
422½ South Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee. He advised none 
of the men in the photographs were familiar to him and that 
he had never seen the bedspread or any bedspread similar to it. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 D April II, l-ate--=.._---=-----

llr. FRANK BREWER, Roo11 No. 2, 422½ South llaln 
Street, lleapbla, Tennesse~., advised he never saw the aaa 
registered as JORN WILLARI>·at the boarding houae. 

Photographs of JAll,IS EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1980, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at lleapbis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mr. BREWER,and he advised none 
of tbe ■en in the photographs were taailiar to bia. He 
also stated he bad never seen the bedspread or aay bedapread 
aiailar to it. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A_p_r_i_I_· _2_5~, _19_6_8~-

Mrs. CHARLIE STEPHENS, Apartment 6B, 4221 South 
Main Street, Memphis, Tennessee, advised she never saw the 
man registered into Room 5B on April 4, 1968, as she was 
sick in bed that entire week. · 

Photographs of JAMES EARL RAY taken in 1955, 1960, 
and 1966, and of the bedspread recovered at Memphis on 
April 4, 1968, were shown to Mrs. STEPHENS, and she advised 
none of the men in the photographs were familiar to her. She 
also stated she had never seen the bedspread or·any 
bedspread siailar to it before. 
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Various photographs of ERIC S. GALT were shown to 
the following individuals on April 18, 1968, by SA's JOHN W. 
BAUER and HARLEY E. GYLFE at Memphis, Tennessee: 

BESSIE BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
FRANK BREWER, 422½ South Main Street; 
CHA.RT.ES STEPHENS. 422½ South Main Street; 
Al~NA ·f~11Rl~TU~L KKi.IJ·, 1::,U)ag,~r, Rebel Motely 

3466 LBtmar Ave1n,11H.\; · 

ffENRIET'fA HAGEMASTF:f~. Desk Clerk, Rebel Motel, 
3466 Lamar AvenuP; 

VIC'IOR lJUPRET, owner, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar 
Avenu<?.; 

SARA LOVING, maid, Hebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue; 
SADIE MC KAY, maid, Rebel Motel, 3466 Lamar Avenue. 

The above individuals stated that the photographs 
shown to them of ERIC s. GALT do not in any way look familiar 
to them. 
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PERSONS AT REBEL MOTEL 
3466 LAMAR AVENUE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date April 23, 1968 

llrs. HENRIETTA HAGEIIASTER, Desk Clerk, Rebel 
Motor Hotel, 3466 Lamar Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, was 
shown various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and advised 
that none of these photographs looked familiar to her. 
She added that she still felt that she would be unable 
to recoJnize the individual who registered at the motel 
as ERIC s. GALT even if she had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him. 
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Various photographs of JAMES EARL RAY were shown to 
the following individuals on April 19, 1968, by SA JOHN W. 
BAUER at the Rebel Restaurant, 3464 Lamar-Avenue, Memphis, 
Tennessee: 

GEORGE D. BUNNELL, owner, Rebel Restaurant; 

METHEL STACKS, waitr®~s, Rebel Restaurant; 

J'OYCE B. FOLLIS~ waitress,, Rebel Restaurant; 

JUANITA WILSON, cook, Rebel Restaurant; 

L. V. CAMPBELLj cook, Rebel Restaurant. 

The above individuals stated the photographs shown 
to them of JAMES EARL RAY are not in any way familiar to them. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 

Mrs. PEGGY BROWN, 4810 Richland, was interviewed 
at her place of employment, Oliver Rexall Drugstore, Highway 
51 South, White Haven, Tennessee, at which time ~he viewed 
the photograph of ERIC STARVO GALT wherein GALT is depicted 
with his eyes closed and she furnished the fol1,,,..,.:;_,:g information: 

She stated that this photograph generally .depicts 
the individual who was in tne dru9$410re on April 3« 19fi8, She 
advised that the individual in th~ store was gener~lly 
of the same age as GALT, had the same color hair, and 
similar type complexion. Photograph of GAL~~ appeared to 
resemble the individual 1.n t.he manrier of bu ld i~ a geoeral way. 
She advised that she is ~nable to say if th~s is:i'tk~ Atllne 
person who was in the store. She could not say whether the 
facial characteristics depicted in the photogr.aph are similar 
to the man who made the purehaa,~. She advis_,d she does not 
have a good recollection of the pei:;;$01\. and rra y be able to 
identify this individual if she were t.o see him in person. 
She could not comment regarding the &yes, nos~, and other facial 
characteristics depicted in the photograph as',she does not know 
if they are similar to the customer who purchased the Gillette 
razor kit. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date __ A~p_r_i_l_2_5~,_1_98_8 __ 

Mr. RALPH MEREDITH CARPENTER, 4844 Durbin Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee, a salesman at the York Arms Co■pany, 
162 South Main Street, Meaphis, was shown a group of picture• 
taken on different dates of JAMES EARL RAY, FBI No. 405 942 G. 
Mr. CARPENTER said of the picture of RAY taken March 28, 1955, 
that he could not eliminate this as being a picture of the 
individual to whom he had sold a pair of Bushnell binocular■ 
on April 4, 1968. He said that the purchaser of the binoculars 
did not have any beard or mustache but his facial feature• 
resembled those in the March 28, 1955, photograph of RAY. 
CARPENTER said the 1968 picture of JAMES EARL RAY, as shown 
on tbe current Wanted Flyer, Number 442-A, looks ■ore like tbe 
binocular purchaser than any picture he bas seen to date. 
CARPENTER mentioned that he does not recall a protruding left 
ear of the customer and did not note any scar on his face. Re 
aaid he could not positively identify this 1968 picture of 
JAMES EARL RAY a■ being a picture of the binocular purchaaer 
above mentioned, but he believes that it is. 
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F.RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOie 

Da~ April 16, 1968. 
1 

Mrs. NORMAN (GEORGIA M.) DAVIS, 733 Cecil Avenue, 
Louisville, KentuckyD was interviewed at her residence. She 
furnished the following information: -----...... 

--------She 1s a Kentucky State Senator from the 331·d 
District of Louisvillep Kentucky. She is also a Board member 
and Chairman of the Finance Committee of the Kentucky Cblt'istian 
Leadership Conference (KCLC) which is affiliated with the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 

Mrs. DAVIS in the company of Mrs. LUKIE WARD ~nd Rev. 
A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louisville, Kentucky, were in Memphis, 
Tennessee at the Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968. Their pur­
pose was to participate in a march scheduled in Memphis, 
Tennessee for April 5, 1968, to be led by the late Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. Mrs. DAVIS volunteered the following as back­
ground data concerning the activities of herself, Mrs. WARD and 
Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING immediately prior to their visit to 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

On March 23p 1968, Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD left 
Louisville, Kentucky, traveling in Mrs. WARDYs Cadillmc automo­
bile, to go to Florida for a vacation. On the night cf March 
23 9 1968, they stayed at a Holiday Inn Motel near B1rmingham, 
Alab~ma, possibly located on ttighway 31. The next day they drove 
to Florida where they stayed at a Howard Johnson Motel in the 
vicinity of Fort Walton Beach. On March 25, 1968p they drove to 
Panama City, Florida 9 where they r·ell.'llted kitchenette #4 of the 
Treasures Island Motel which was operated by BUD EASTINCiS and 
his wife FRANCES. These individuals also owned the nearby 
Sunglow Motel. When Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD occupied kitchenette 
#4 at the Treasures Island Motel, no other individuals were 
occupying the motel. 

Ollll Ap?il 1, 1968, Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of Louis­
ville flew to Panama City and was met at the airport by Mrs. 
WARD and Mrs. DAVIS, and on that date, he occupied the kitchenette 

On __ 4_~_1_5_-_6_8 __ at Louisville, Kentucky File# LS 44-947 
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next to #4 at the Treasures Island Motel believed to be #5. 

About 9:30 a.m,p April 3p 1968 9 Mrs. WARDP Mrs. DAVIS 
and Rev. KING left Treasures Island Motel in Mrs. WARD's auto­
mobile for the purpose of going to Memphisp Tennesseep to parti­
cipate in the scheduled April 5, 1968 9 march. Mrs. WARD left 
some of her clothing in kitchenette #4 at the Treasures Island 
Motel as she planned to return ~o the motel after the march for 
further vacationing. Mrs. DAVIS does not believe that the owners 
of the motelp the HASTINGSp knew at the time Mrs. DAVIS and her 
comp?.~ions left the motel that they were going to Memphis, but 
the HASTINGS did know that Mrs. WARD planned to returl!ll in a few 
days to the motel. 

Mrs. DAVIS later learned that when Mrs. WARD, because 
of the death of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER Kll:NGp decided not.: to further 
vacation in Florida and had flown to Panama City on.April 6, 
1968, to obtain the remainder of her clqthing, that Mr. and 
Mrs. HASTINGS had expressed some displeasure to M~s. WARD. 
about having as guests Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D. 
WILLIAMS KING. Mrs. DAVIS believed the HASTINGS origi~ally 
came from Birmingham and recalled that Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING 
used to pastor a church there. 

Mrs •. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD and Rev. KING arrived in 
Memphisp Tennessee from Panama Cityp Floridap and registered 
at the Lorraine Motel at about l a.m., April 4p 1968. Rev. 
KING and M~s. DAVIS did the registering and Mrs. DAVIS occupied 
Room 201 and Mrs. WARD Room 207. 

Immediately upon their arrival at the Lorraine 
Motelp Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING started 
making inquiry of other guests at the motel as to the where­
abouts· of Rev. KING 9 s brother, Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. He could 
not be located at the motel and HOSEA WILLIAMS remarked that 
Dr. KING was at a strategy meeting at a church, the name of 
which Mrs. DAVIS recalls as the Church of the Mimimal Salary 
(Phonetic). Mrs. WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. KING then went to 
the church but Dr. KING was not there. Rev. ANDREW YOUNG and 
some other people, identities not known to Mrs. DAVIS but 
appearing to be possibly local pastors and ministers, were hold­
ing a meeting at the church. A man called 99CABBAGEn w:as speak­
ing at the meeting when Mrs. DAVIS and :her companions arrived, 
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but Mrs. DAVIS and her companions did not stay at the meeting 
upon learning Dr. KING was not there Mrs. DAVIS and her com­

. panions went to a smaller room in the church where they met· 
Rev. JESSE JACKSON from Chicago, Illinois and conversed with 
Rev. JACKSON for a few minutes. 

Mrs. DAVIS and her companions thereafter returned to 
the Lorraine Motel arriving about 3 a.m., and the three of them 
went to Room 207. Here they conversed among themselves with 
the door to the motel room open fo:r about an hou:ir or an hour 
and a 11'1:mlf at which point Mrs. DAVIS happene'd to observe a taxi 
cab, identity mot recalled, arriving ~t the motel ~nd to depart 
from the cab Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, Rev. RALPH ABERNATHY, 
and Rev. BERNARD LEEo Mrs. WARD immediately went cut an4 in­
vited the three individuals into Room 207. Doctor KING and~ 
his companions joined Mrs. DAVIS and her companions in Room 
207. After approximately five minutes Revs. ABERNATHY and 
LEE left the room, presumably to go to their own rooms. Mrs:·­
DAVIS, Mrs. WARD, Dr. KING and Rev. KING remained in Room 207 
until about 5 a.m. when Dr. KING left, advising he waiis going to 
Room 306. 

During the conversation by the·above individuals in 
Room 207 no one made any mention of indication that they were 
fearful of ~ny attempt·being made that day on D:ir. KING's life. 

After Dr. KING left Room 207, Mrs. DAVIS also left 
the room and went to Room 201. About one-half hour later, 
Dr. KING came to Room 201 and visited with. Mrs.· DAVIS for about 
an hour, the talk consisting of general matters, Mrs. DAVIS 
remembering specifically that during this time she ~mentioned 
to Dr. KING that Miss KATHERINE PEDIN of Kentucky was running 
for u.s. Senator from Kentucky, and Dr. KING indicated he had 
met Miss PEDIN as she had interviewed him as a member of the 
President 9 s Commission on Civil Disorders. Also during this 
visit Mrs. DAVIS told Dr KING that in view of the.march in 
Memphis, Ten~essee having been rescheduled from April 5 to 
April 8, 1968, Mrs. DAVIS would probably not remain in Memphis 
over the weekend, but would return to Louisville. However, Dr. 
KING asked that before Mrs. DAVIS made a final decision he 
would like to talk to her further about this but that he had 
to leave as he had a strategy meeting planned in Room 306 at 
8 a.m., April 4, 1968, and he anticipated he would re=contact 
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her about her decision about noonp April 4, 1968. 

Shortly after Dr. KINC: left Room 20lp Mrs. WARD 
joined Mrs. DAVIS in Room 201 where they had coffee and con­
versed until about noon when Mrs. WARD left. About 1 p.m. 
or 1:30 p.m. Dr. KING returned to Room 201 and advised Mrs. 
DAVIS that he needed to relax,for a short while and left 
Room 306 so as not to be bothered unless important matters 
occurred. From Room 201 Dr. KING phoned Room 306 and spoke 
with Rev. LEE advising Rev. LEE as to his whereabouts and 

.,~ informed Rev. LEE he did not want to be disturbed unless 
it was an important matter. While in Room 201 on this occasion 
Dr. KING made several phone calls using a credit c:1rd. Mrs. 
DAVIS recalls thmt Dr. KING phoned his secretaryp DORA McDONALD, 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and also made a call to New York, identity 
of person called not specifically :remembered.by Mrs. DAVIS, but 
possibly being a STAN LEVINSON (phonetic) or a (First Namb 

• Unknown) WACHTEL (phonetic) ais Mrs. DAVIS bad heard Dr. KING / 
t speak of these individuals. . 

Thereafter as Dr. KING was just dialing his mothar -~---•r' 
in Atlanta, Georgia, Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING came into Room-
201 and Dr. KING and Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING conversed with 
their mother telephonically for a few minutes. About 45 
minutes later Revs.ABERNATHY and LEE came to Room 201 and Mrs. 
DAVIS then phoned Mrs. WARD and invited her to Ro~m 201. Hrs. 
WARD did come to Room 201. 

Shortly after Mrs. WARD's arrival in Room 201, Mrs. 
WARD left to pick up some cleaning for Mrs. DAVIS at a laundry 

·and dry cleaning store, name not recalled, located at Beale 
a.nd Third Streets in Memphis. Mrs. WARD had taken the clean-
ing to th:is location earlier on April 4, 1968, for Mrs. DAVIS, . 
probably about 10 a.m. and as Mrs. DAVIS recalls, she h~b_een-------~. 
accompanied on that occasion by Rev~- -~ .D_._ WILLIAMS .K-ING-. · · 

• 
During the absence of Mrs. WARD from Room 201, 

CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE, the attorney from Chicago, and Rev. ANDREW 
YOUNGp cmme to Room 201. Mrs. WARD returned from her visit 
to the laundry very shortly thereafter, making a total of 
eight individuals in the room. The above eight individuals 
conversed generally until about 5:45 p.m., when Dr. -KUJG -announced 
that he was going to dinner at the home of Rev. BILLY KYLES 
in Memphis and he invited Ml's. DAVIS to join him for dinner 
at the Reverend~s home. She advised him that she would need 
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about 15 minutes or so to freshen up and he stated he would 
go to his room and freshen up and wait for her. Mrs. DAVIS 
had just completed her prepara,tion for leaving for dinlller b~­
cause she recalled that she was standing in front of a mirror 
with her raincoat on taking a last look as to her appearance 
when she heard a shot. She was stunned for just an instant 
but then immediately went outside the room and heard someone 
yell Dr. KING had just been shot. She looked up towards 
Room 306 and saw what she is convinced were Dr. KING's feet 
on the balcony protruding slightly over the edge. There was 
considerable confusion and panic and police arrived almost 
immediately. Mrs. DAVIS cannot be entirely certain of 
immediate events following, but as she recalls Rev. JACKSON 
was in the motel courtyard at the time she went out of Room 201 
as was Mrs. WARD. Mrs. DAVIS immediately proceeded up to 
where Dr. KING was lying and remained in that vicinity until 
Dr. KING was taken away in an ambulance which Mrs. DAVIS esti­
mates was approximately 10 minutes after she had heard the shot. 

Mlr's. DAVIS can recall no incident which she observed 
after comilllg out of Room 201 after the shot had been fired which 
she feels has any bearing on ascertaining the identity of the 
individual responsible for the shot. 

After Dr. KING had been taken from the motel in an 
ambulance 9 Mrs. DAVIS recalls that Rev. JACKSON was"'-in the 
courty~rd and gave a press statement. Thereafter Mrs. DAVIS 
went to the motel office where she found Mrs. WARD who was 
ordering coffee. Then Mrs. DAVIS and a man Mrs. DAVIS recalls'" 
as a HAROLD MILLER, possibly a local minister from Memphis or 
Atlanta 9 w,e11it to Room 207 to advise Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING of--..___-. 
the shooting of his brother. Rev. KING was asleep and they 
did not succeed in awakening him. Thereafter Mrs. WARD came 
to Room 207 and Mrs. DAVIS and the man she believes was named 
MILLER left the room. 

Later on the night of April 4, 1968p possibly around 
8:30 p.m. someol!lle~ Mrs. DAVIS did not know who, felt that Mrs. 
WARD, Mrs. DAVIS and Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING should D.'Ot spend 
the remainder cf that night at the Lorraine Motel and Mrs . 
DAVIS recalls packing her clothes and the three of them going 
out to the home of Rev. KYLES. After arrival at this home, 
it was decided again by someone not known to Mrs. DAVIS that 
Rev. KING would remain at Rev. KYLES that evening but that 
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Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS should spend the evening at a 
Howard Johnson Motel in Memphis. Mrs. WAR.D and Mrs. DAVIS 
together with individuals not now recalled went to the Boward 
Johnson Motel where Mrs. WARD registered for the two of them, 
but the plans again changed :as Mrs. DAVIS recalls HOSEA 
WILLIAMS indicated that Mrs. DAVIS and her companions should 
return to the Lorraine Motel for the evening. Mrs. WARD and 
Mrs. DAVIS were then driven in Mrs. WARD 0 s car by an unknown 
individual back to the Lorraine Motel where they entered Room 
201. A short time later Rev~ KYLES brought Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING black to the motel at which point Mrs. WARD left Ro!O>m ·2.01. 
Mrs. DAVIS spent the remainder of the night by herself in 
Room 201. 

On Friday morning, April 5, 1968, Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS 
KING left the L«Jirraine ·Motel to go to the airport to meet the 
wife of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING who was arriving in Memphis on 
that morning. 

Mrs. WARD and Mrs. DAVIS left" Memphis, Tennessee, 
about 9 a.m., April 5, 1968, and drove to Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mrs. DAVIS advised that during her stay in Memphis, 
on April 4 - 5 9 1968, she personally had received no threats 
against her life nor does she have any knowledge of anyone 
at the Lorraine Motel being specifically threatel:lied on that 
occasion. 
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· : .ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA Tl. 

Da~ April 16 0 lp'68 

I 
l 

. MI'S' ,-~AE,:PE.R JC. (lLUCRE:'flA B. » WARD~ also krll(;)Wlm./ ilS 
Lukie Ward" 2540 B.ai!!lt~•d,-eill 9 L.ouisvilJLe Q Kentucky p was inter­
viewed in the «:»ffice or thie Federal F-ureau of Investig~tion, 
(FE-!}, l@ui.sviJl.ll.e 9 Keri. tucky 9 and fu.ir·lllJished t.!lle follL@wibg 
informati.on: · 

J:"«l>r the JP>,rrst seve:a:'~l ye~ir's she has served as ~dminis­
t.ra t:ive :assistant to Reveirelllld A.D. wn .. .K,.J.AMS R.lNG of U<l>Uisville, 
Kentucky 9 MdM sect'et~r-y of the Kent1ll.lcky Ctnri~ti!IIn Leadership 
Conference OCC.,C1 &lit touisvilJl.e, Kentucky,, a.:0.t .!liffili!i!te of the 
Soutlt'irr,".'n C:t.iitistiain t.e:J!dersbip Confe.r·err-ilce ((SCt1.C);. 

AbO•\;Jlt midlllllight .4plt'i1 $ p 19168 9 O>?' SJ!a<O)l"tly tlhlereafter 
on A4»1.ril 4 9 1968,,Mr·s. WARD ii!'ll tlhle ccmp!my cf Mr~o !G·EORGiIA 
DAVJl:S of t.lllUlli'SlVille ~ )l{eJllltlllcky p 131' B<OJ~rd :memlb,er cf' the KCLC &!!:lid 
a Kentucky St:ate Serru:ato.ir from Lcuisvi].JLep :and the Reverend 

· A.D. Wll'.Li1,IAMS: KLIS°~) a,f KC:~1,C: 18"!Jllldl pastcr· of the Ziollll Bsip,tist 
Church in touis:vtJlle ~ ~t·l!."ivattt in Meiro.phis O Ten.llllessee, in :Mrs. 

!WARD''s 1967 Cfl<dli.l1l~C9 lbe:61:ring 19658 Ke1rntucky liCE/1111:SlG K79<Z>447. 

i.', 

I . 

-- Tlllie purpose of theiJr; vis1 t to Melmpim.is 9 Ten.miessee waa to par ti- / 
cip~te in~ scneduled mmrch there on April 5, 1968 to be led . 
by Dr. MAR:f :r?~ l)'J'TF.mR KJCN'G 9 ,J!R • ;w1rs • WAf?f, aim~ b~r' comp8.1:mioim _;_• --~ 
regi~ tared i.1ru the: to1.r.t·m iirne Motel caHc~,ilJ.,f'Y ..t.ng F~(Q)ms; 2011. annd 207. 

Mir'~. WAR.ti did Inl<Olt J1l851\Ve -U11a 1L-Olf't'tiliin€J M~)tel flN.»m 
the 'tlme ,o,f ttle:T.' air-:!l'iv•.ail \Ul.mrtil ~fter the shGic.n,ting of Dr·" MARTIN 

''?. :'l-1.I,?!1H.ER .KlN~:J: ~t ·the m.ote.n. :at .a~out 6 I))offlo tO)J.m Ap.iriJl <4~ ]968, ~ 
.. en:;cer,t f<UJ:tr' Ci.»,'!1\<P) (Q)C,.(C:~Hd.«:»trJ. "lr?11i:~i W~S iin tll't\,e :a:i ft<e11!:''ll1\(0)©J,tll O.t'. Ap:n:'il. 49 

1968~ p!O,ssibly@.lr·oul.ll!d 3 pi.m", ~mellli Mr.·s, 'WAE.D left the mote-i-to 
go to a nemrby l~u~dry 9· exact location ~ct rec~lled 9 but/the 
name of the lla\U111id.ry baJl.iaved to be One-=Hour M'$!Jr'tini.zing. The 
·pur_p(O)se o.f ~er going to the l::aiul!l\dt'Y w~s to pick up s«l>me clcthes 
that were the!''e l''e.rudy fox' delive:iry ·to Ml."s;. GEORt',IA IM1V:JIS, When 
Mrs'. WARD retu.rned fir'om the laurrn<dlry 9 she jroil!lled a gro1s.1p that __ : ·-

I 

was gait.hered in Ro.ioP- 201 of the Lcrraine Motel. As sne--recarrs:- -
the indi vidu~ls in tbe room were' DI' ....... MAE,'JLIN lL.UfflER-~-P jR., 
Rev, RAtPH A.BtRNA'fHX 9 Fev. ANDREW YOttJ)K.;p .!\tt(O)l'lll\<1:1.Y Cr!l!.U;so:;y 
ES-KlHDCE 9 Pev ~ E·:E:RNAP.lr? tEE p Bev. A eD~ Wn,.C{AJ,!S K!NiC, &lri~ Mrs. 
<GEQEG!A IMS JS • 

·, 

On . __ 4_-_1 __ 5_-=_oiS __ at ;L,rpu:isville ~ Keimt\Ul<eky LS 44=947 
File#-----------

by __ S_,A_W_A_.B_.F_.E_N_"_JL_· r_._W_A_L __ S ..... H __ ~r,_7lL_.W_/_·a_s---,------Date dictated __ 4_=-_1_6_-_6_8 ___ _ 
I 

Thia document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is J.ofuied to 
. your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. · 
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The sibove g!"oup remt~ .ined together eng:illg.ing in just 

general conversation until approxiro~tely 5:40 p.m., April 4 1 

1968p at whic:h time the gl!:"oup ·decided th~t they would go to · 
dirmer ~ and the 1.l!lldlividuals left to go to thet.r' various rooms 
to freshen up for dinner. Mr·s. WARD left Room 201 1.in the 
company of Rev. A.D. WILLIA¼S KING and the two of them went 
to Room 2Ql7. Rev< A.D. WH,IJAM~: K[NG had parta.kelI1l of some 
alcoholic beverages during the afte?'lnlOOll'll :aind had decided to 
rest rather than join the group for di1n11mer. Approxim~tely 
15 - 20 minutes after arriving in Room 207 at which time Rev. 
A.D. t~l~IAMS KING was sleeping, Mrs. WARD beard~ shot. 
She imrneidia te ly ope!llleidl the door to the t'oom ti!lffl\dl l«:»oked out and 

• ·heard someone yell that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING h:B:ld just been 
.. shot. The news stu:mned\ Mrs. WARD :aind while slhle cami imot be 

exactly ce.irtaiillll of !mer exact mio>ve.ments i.mmediately thereafte~--­
as she recalls upon bearing the news she briefly re-entered 
Room 207 1a1irnd then :ll.mmieJdli~ tely went «:mt into the courtyard of 
the motel. 'Jl'1lhlere W'?i:S :rimcch c0>nfu:s1i())llll a.llm:ll police were ilffll.imedia tely 
in the a.irea. Mrs. WAF-3 (Qlb)£;1ieJrved l!iJIQ)thing which g~ve he1r 3in.y 
indic~tion as to the possible identity of the individual res= 
pons ible for tlhie shooting, Mrs. W.4,RD recallsi that she «llid not 
advise Rev, A, D. W!LJLJIAMS KING @f' thiei shootillllg of hi~ b.r·otmer 
Ulllltil :a1bout 20 miirni\lite:s after the incidleir-it (Q)C<t:Ull:'.It"e«L Rev. KlrNG 9 s 
re:aictilO!n was one of extJC'eme g:i,;':z.ef :B!,rud hie g/J!Ve fill@ iJm~Hc:atiom that 
he had any idea1 ~s t{Q) the idell1lt.ity {Q)f the persom respoil!llsible. 

As Mll'.'S. WARD l!:'ec:aills P ;S'l<0>me<0>1II1e D specific icdleirnti ty 

I 
--

not m,ow .irecalledp thougllllt it besit tltll~t Mr·s:. '¥11.ARD~ Mrs. TMV!S_ - ~-
and Rev. A .D. WILLIAMS: KING not remain the rem:aiindler.--0!- the 
night of April 4 = 5 9 1968~ ait the Lorrairie Motel • .Accordingly, 
at about 10 p.m. they left the mot~Land went to the home of a 
Rev. WILLIAM KYtES whom. Mrs:. WARD be1li.eves is a\ minister in 
Memphis, Rev. KYLES or someone suggested th~t Rev. A.D .. WILLIAMS 
KING remain at his home that evening and that M~Bc WARD and Mrs 
DAVIS obtain motel accommodatio.Tus :at .Bi nearby HcQlward .Johnsonvs 
Motel. Mrs. DAVIS and Mrs. WARD did go to such 1m motel :and 
Mrs. WARD registered in the motel, but. just :ais she did S(Q) HOSEA 
W U.iLIAMS who was prese 111 t :ill t: ,c;he time dee .ullcrli that Mrs • WARD P 

Mrs< DAVIS and Rev. A.D. WILl.IAMS KING sh(Q)Uld go back to the 
Lorraine Motel :aind spe!Dld. the rest of the night, They did this, 
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Mrs. WARD and Rev. A .D. WILL.IAMS KING being in Room 207 and 
Mrs. DAVIS occupying Room 201. En route Mrs. WARD had stopped 
at a drug store ilnd purchased some sleeping pills whi.ch she · 
administered to the Rev. KI~G ~nd Mrs. DAVIS because of their 
extremely excited condition. 

Mrs. WAR:Di commented that she pos:sesses no information 
which sbe feels might assist in identifying the individual res­
ponsible for the shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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April 16, 1968 Date __________ _ 

>~i:·~ • . ~;~f.:t~~R P, i:tFCF:.f"l!A B.'.~ W.i\RP. 0 ~h-.;© kI'1lOWIUJ il'lS 

Lukie Ward 9 25,.;,o R.a10lsdelJL 9 l.v1ui.:svillop Kentucky 0 telepb~mdc~lly 
furnished the following information~ 

Since being interviewed on April 1.5v 1968, \1Jff~. W.AF,L 
recalls that in addition to leaving the Lorraine ~ctel in the 
afternoon of April 4, 196M, she had left the motel Q~ tb~t date 
on one other occasion .. T~is was duriftg tbe morning, believed 
to be ~:round 11 ~ ,m., when she took ~o:'.ne cl-s,aiiniim~' for ,,,t'S, 
(-,EORGIA DAVIS to the neBirby cle:!lll!iiet'S: the One~Hou::r M'!lrt1r.iizing. 
On this oicc~-sion~ sh~) W:3\S !?l~-~©i!!7(p:a1r.t.ed by the Rev. A.Ii. WILL.IAMS 
KIN~s;. tM:1-eause f-;l'"i\e .irec::aill-:-;, th:a t ~/Si s:he was t-lking the cleaning 
inio the cle~n•-=11!'.'S > Rev, KI~-~ pur·c:hased .some beer f1'om1 ;a store 
lrnca te.d diaigo1rn~lly ,ac:ross the co:ir·ITT1rar f:irom the cle~:n.Qll:'.:L 

\tir's. WARD .also adviseidl th,;;i t she llilnd Mrs. DAVXS ~md 
Revo A.D. WitlIAMS KING 0 priolr' to ti.tii.ei.ir• :S\l"lt'ival ilrll M:emp.his, ,. 
Ter.,::ie~see 9lbliout. ndd!l!ii.ightp Apir.-il -l~ 1968 0 'trnd bB~,~ \''E..r::~,liirtning 
iim ?:&!IIT!ll!i!n~I C:i. ty' F.lca>rJLd:Rl' at t.ne T'lf'(7)~1-;,, ... n~s lsiaind ~:i<(»t.el? They 
had d.ifiven to '/€!mph is in Mt"S. W.~.Rr, s Elw ,tcai:m:a,bile from F1((.JJ1.'1da ~ Frier 
to ].i=1a~in~J thiei F'Jl0>.1°icdn rotflJ\1Jr'S. WAFfi h~d !ft~(('iti.ftf.'d Mirs. FPA~CES 
HAfi'T'IXGS who 9 t;(Q)g,e ther. with hf.'ll' !'J\if,;t,.ri,1 .fll-tL (Q):~'i!:l:S the motel o itrni t 
they wsra departing but thmt she, lrs. WARD. would return 
sho.t't;ly fco,ll'." ~bout a week· s stay. r,-~r:":<;. WAFiD irv:aidv~i:rrt~irntly tn,ld 
M:"s, HA~.TINCS that she and mer crn~p~'l\J1 .. 101rn~, we:.rce g10>.1ng to E1rming= 
h~m. Mrs. ,AF~ recalls tnat when Ehe ~~d ner companions were 
ITTeca;rly h;iP,l fw.:ai.y to M~mphis tn3 t sh,e. rem.£1rnbe1r-ed th,l t she lhiaid 
erroneously told ~rs. B~STINCS they were going to Firmingharn. 
She fuels that she made this mistake ln th~t sha bsd earlier 
talked to the P.AST!NGS \<I.ho had told her they wer-e cr:i.girn:ally 
from Birmingbam~Alabama. 

Aftt:i.!' DK'. KING'-s assassiin,~tiollll, i'i~I'S:. WARD changed 
her plans about spending any further time in Florida and at 
6:50 a.m. 0 April 6, 1968 9 she flew from ~emphis 9 Tennessee, 
to Panama City, F'lo;r'id:an to get the irest of' heir clot.hes. Sbe 
rented a car at the airport and drove to the motel. When she 
arrived at: the mioJtel~ she met Mrs, RASTlN'GS who immediately 

On __ 4_~_1_6_·~_6_·s __ at toui:svillc:J , Kentucky 

by __ s_·A_· ._W_A_P_.J~_.E_•:N_i_~-'•_o_i',_A_J_:::,_:~_2 __ ~!i_L_\1_U_d_· s_· -------Date dictated _4_=_-1_6_-_6_8 ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to _be distributed outside your agency. 

29 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



/ 

LS 44-947 
2 

advised Mrs. WARD that the motel was full and there was no 
room for Mrs. WARD. Mrs. WARD felt this stateme!Illt to be untrue 
as there appeared to be room at 'the motel~ a~d she spoke rather 
plainly to Mrs. HASTINGS about her feeling that Mrs. HASTINGS 
did not want her· at the motel because she had been 1n the company 
of two Negroes p Rev. KING and Mrs. DAVIS. Mrs. P..ASTI.:~u-;.g made 

_ some comme,nt about t~eJy O the HASTINGS; r·un .a r·espectaole motel 9 

P.nd Mr·s. WAP.D r·epl1od tlrnt it was because the motel had that 
reputation that she and her companions had 01r-igin~lly decided 
to vacation the.rie, -------

Mrs. WARD stated that it ar11p,eared to her that the 
motel owners g the F.!AS'TIN'GS, did nlO>t object to hell''t :.lf and Mrs. 
DAVIS having occupied the motel, but apparently objected to 
the presence in the motel of Rev. A.D. WILLIAMS KING. 

M_rs. WARD stated that mt r.r;i(rJ time d.id eithe!" of the 
HASTINGS miillke :lllny type of specific threat to Mrs. WAR.DD aigainst 
Mrs. WARD or her companions, but it was clear to Mrs. WARD 
that she was no longer welcome a1: t.tne HASTINGS' motel. 

Mrs. WARD left P:anv:i~: ~'&Y by plane aibout 1:30 p.m!--,----~---
on April 6 1 ].968 and flew to Atlaillllt~~ Georgi[Bl, where slhle-was 
met by Mrs. DAV[S. ~---= 
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FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 
Date __ 4"-'--/....:...1....:...7.,_/6-'-8-'------

WALTER LANE BAILEY, Owner, Lorraine Hotel-Motel, 
406 Mulberry Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a check 
of his records reflected the following named persons as 
having been registered into his motel on either April 3 or 
April 4, 1968, or both dates: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

GERALD HARRELL 
Room No. 10 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 5427 Urguhart Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

JAMES LEWIS 
Room No. 11 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 78 West Trigg Avenue 

Memphis, Tennessee 

M. JACKSON 
Room No. 12 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

R. ROGERS 
Room No. 200 
on April 3, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIE WILLIAM 
Room No. 201 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 810 Parson Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

R. B. COTTONREADER 
Room No. 202 
on April 3, 1968 
address: 408 Third Street 

Marks, Mississippi 
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7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14) 

TOBIE WYNN 
Room No. 204 
on April.3-4, 1968 
address: 3204 St. 

Columbus, Georgia 

BERNARD LEE 
Room No. 206 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 205 (on April 4, 1968) 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

TRACY WRIGHT 
Room No. 208 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

ANDREW YOUNG 
Room No. 209 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JOHN WILLIAM 
Room No. 210 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

WARREN LARDSON 
Room No. 211 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 1076 Walton Avenue 

Dayton, Ohio 

EUGENE COURTNEY 
Room No. 212 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

WILLIAM MALONEY 
Room No. 301 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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15) 

16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

P. A. RANCE 
Room No. 303 (on April 3, 1968) 
Room No. 200 (on April 4, 1968) 
no address given 

JAMES ORANGE 
Room No. 304 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JESSIE JACKSON 
Room No. 305 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

MARTIN KING 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

RALPH ABERNATHY 
Room No. 306 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

DOROTHY COTTON 
Room No. 307 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES LOVE 
Room No. 308 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 8231 Chancery Court 

Alexandria, Virginia 

JOSEPH LOUW 
Room No. 309 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 45 Tiemann Place 

New York, New York 
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23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

28) 

29) 

30) 

CHARLES BALLARD 
Room No. 310 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 506 Kansas Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

STERLING TUCKER 
Room No. 311 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 626 Third Street, N.W. 

Washington, D. C. 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

SAMUEL KYLES 
312 
3-4, 1968 

704 South Parkway East 
Memphis, Tennessee 

JEAN SMITH 
Room No. 314 
on April 3-4, 1968 
no address given 

MABELLE HENDRICKS 
Room No. 315 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 767 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, Georgia 

JAMES WELDON 
Room No. 316 
on April 3-4, 1968 
address: 111 Hunter Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

A. D. KING 
Room No, 201 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

OFFELIN RUTHERFORD 
Room No. 202 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 
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31) 

32) 

33) 

34) 

35) 

36) 

37) 

38) 

39) 

• 

J.B. WILLIAMS 
Room No. 203 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 2510 Jackson Avenue 

Forrest City, Arkansas 

HENRY ANTHONY 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

BERNARD LAFAYETTE 
Room No. 206 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 334 Auburn Avenue 

Atlanta, Georgia 

C. A. DAVIS 
Room 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

L.B. WARD 
Room No. 207 
on April 4, 1968 
address: Louisville, Kentucky 

HERMAN SWEAT 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

EARL CALDWELL 
Room No. 215 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JOHN HALL 
Room No. 1 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

S. MCCOLLOUGH 
Room No. 12 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 6618 South Woodlawn Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
35 
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40) 

41) 

42) 

43) 

44) 

45) 

• 
---- HILL (first name not given) 
Room No. 13 
on April 4, 1968 
no address given 

JIMER GUEMOOR 
Room No. 14 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 750 Pearl Street 

Grenada, Mississippi 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

Reverend 
Room No. 
on April 
address: 

H .. VERNER 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

W. BENNETT 
202 
4, 1968 

5320 South Drexel Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

GARY MASSONI 
Room No. 214 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 366 East 47th Street 

Chicago, Illinois 

JAMES BEVEL 
unknown room number 
on April 4, 1968 
address: 8407 South Ribash Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date _A_p_r_i_l_2_6--'--,_1_9_6_8 __ 

Rev~lt'end SAM'tLJEllL B 0 KY:U1S, l!lmirrll i,~te:it of the 
MOl!ll1Ulll!eHllt&l.l Bs~ptifSt Ckll\lJ:!!"4'.::h9 7())4 ~fllith1 P~ll"kway Bai.st' who 
resides at 2215 &iutn P:il1r!tw61y l1;.~:BJt 9 MIC!mph is, 'l'ennessee, on 
interview ~<hr iiEled ~:a; f (QJlJLlOWsS\ ~ 

Reverrel!lld KYLE:8 9 Whi!Y ibJ:ffi!S\ 1.t\Yed 1.rm Memphis for 
approximtai.tely the pc:;,;,c,:t eight ye@i1f'IS 9 i:S on the Executive 
Board of the Me~phis, T'iell'bin1ei:fi\t<;;t'·~'", DJi~1a\1hich 0>:f the N~tional 
A~:socitai.t ion for the Adv~IDJiceroo1n t of {\r»Jnt"®d People (NAACP) 
a)l]d i:s ~l~o a memoor \\JJf tlbJe ,~1Jitth€~t·k~j ('~hD.r't5it1an L~~dership 
Conference (SCLC).9 th(!;) )!'jj@1t.iotn;ai.l he,ifildi,.qiu_~:ililfter~ of which is 
Atlanta 1 Georgi.~ 9 ~IDid t:rne P:t'~:B:1d~l!1Jt of whic:h~ 1up until. 
April 4 9 1968, wa5 Dr., Mi.~R"flN VlYlr:t[E::Q, K.J..iN1G:v JR. 

Revere ind KYLES i&di'4!'1~~,d1 th.~ t ~ is~ltllit~t ion workers• 
strike begaln! in Memphis 9 TeJr!JID\,~:B;:Blei~~ lieir»:lt'uat>y 12 9 1968, and 
that :shortly iafter it:s start :m ~ft'olll!p oi. JNf<Eigro ministers in 
Memphis 9 includ illlg him!Bleli 9 b~1sirH,t1id together to form a group 
which adopted the Jr11iai.me of Comll!lll~irnity om, the Move for Equality 
(COME), r~i~ing fu)J]«:JS fol' the, t"lalrnt:.ast 1olfl! ~tr.ikers and 
assisting them in d~ily mtd\:lr<;lbi~J.s, :i¼\W'Jd ottl!MH' ~trike-support 
activity., Hie :staiteid tlti:ffit :;i,,,-s; f-':fil:!'ly ~s M~rch 18 9 1968 9 he, 
along with some of the oth(!:J:t' COME l<Pi,iildeirs; 9 ilt)duced Dr. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JRe P to COl!lllei to M:emph1s ~1heire, on the night of 
March 18, 1968 9 h\\i'J gave s;ITT) i1nJSsp.1.r 1Jr~g t:mlk illt M~son Temple 
to approxioMitely 10 9 000 to 12:~(H)O peopht 9 urgiI»g the Negro 
commuinity of M.emphi:s to u1ru1t~, ooh tlTild trm~ :s1a1,ITT! itat ion workers. 

KYLES and so~ ot the otb:f:'ir COME le.aiders also 
il!lldll\Jced Dr., KING to ir'~tUl:'!!1 to MtempllHS 01!] the morning of 
M~rch 28, 1968 1 to lead a 1m1;a,~~iv~ d!Qi'{j/intown m:\irch in support 
of the saio itat i(Q)lrll workieilr':S e 

Co:rnsidieir~bl~ b:if®~ki.!rlJg' of dio-WLl'llto~l!D windows and looting 
resulted during this ~Jt':c:ftil 9 ~.'81 ~ !"e~ult of which KYLES stated 
the si~nit~tion strike lr.'®Q::~1,veid filffit1cOiLl1J'~ld®i publicity, and 
Dr O KING agreeid to !"eturllll to M~mphJ:s:, ~.ioing with other SCLC staff 
membeirs 9 ifill e~rly April, 1968 9 to crntlitt;imm@ support on behalf of 
th~ s~nit~tio~ worker8s 

On 4/:23/68 

SAs HOWELL Sa LOWE 
by a ind WILLIAM H.. LAWRENC& WlHJJL ~ gmh Date dictated __ 4~/_2_5~/_6_8 ___ _ 
This document contains neither recommendations nor cone! us ions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Reverend KYLES r®called th~t Dr. KING actually 
returned to Memphis on Wed~e~d~y m~rni~g~ April 3, 1968, 
with several of his staff as~~ci~te.s i~cluding the Vice 
President of SCLC, Reverend RALPH D 0 AR'IRNATHY, and his 
administrative assiisti!!lnt BERNARD LEE. They all checked into 
the Lorraine Hotel and Motel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, 
and actually KYLES had rented ~ooms fo~ some of tl:e SCLC 
staff members under his nmme~ He pointed out that actually 
he was registered in Room 312 of the Lorr~ine Motel as of 
April 3, 1968~ although he did not phy~ically occupy this 
room and did not now recall the ex~ct SCLC individual who 
occupied Room 312. He recalled that Dr. KING occupied 
Room 306l as did Reverend RALPH D. ABERNATHY. 

He recalled that Dr. KING :amj his staff remained 
in Memphis on the night of April 3, 1968, and also remained 
in Memphis on April 4, 1968. In addition, he pointed out 
that there had been widespre~d publicity in not only the 
Memphis news media, includi~g the two daily white newspapers, 
but also on virtually all of the r~dio ~nd television stations 
concerning the prese!l'llce of Dr O KING ra\llld his staff in Memphis 
and of the fact that they were ~t~ying at the Lorraine Motel. 
He stated he could not recall the specific radio broadcast 
but there was at least one bro~dcastp possibly more, which 
even gave the room numberp n~mely Room 306, in which Dr. KING 
was staying in Memphis, and that this information was readily 
:available to anyone who tended to !"~j~d true newspaper or took 
the time to listen to the radio news broadcasts. In other 
wordsP he said it was no secret ffis to where Dr. KING was 
staying. 

Reverend KYLES recalled th~t he personally went 
to the Lorraine Motel at app1°ox1.mately 3:30 p.m. on April 4, 
1968 11 and recalled tMi. t the Operat iomi Breadbasket band, 
a singing group of the SCLCp w~~ reh~~rsing in one ot the 
rooms in the motel, th1s group beiir'fig led by BEN BRANCH,a 
former music teacher o:t Memph1:s, '.femllessee o KYLES joined 
this group and they all s~ng v~rious hymms and SCLC songs 
\Until approximately 5 p. m.,, At this point, Reverend KYLES 
went to Room 306 of the Lorr~:ine Motel to visit with 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING p JRO' ai.nd R,El'1i'el!.°€illld RALPH Da ABERNATHY. 
He pointed out that he had earlier invited Dr. KING and 
Reverend ABERNATHY to his hom.ei ~t '.2215 South Parkway East for 
a ~'soul dinnern on the evenill1g of April 4, 1968, pointing out 
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that Dr. KING and Rievererndl AEERNA'ffl'Y both savored 9'soul food," 
which would !llorm.ra.lly con1si5:t of neck bicmes, chitterlings, 
turlllip greens and black-eyed pe~:s, ~imd thtatt his wife had 
consented to cook such a di~~er for Dr. KING and his group. 
He pointed out that both KING a~d ABERNATHY h~d been reminded 
by him earlier that dimmer was to brBi ait approximately 6 p.m. 

He recalled thi;l.t ci!\\lring the :ai.pprox imate period from 
5:30 p.m. to 5:55 p.m 0 , April 4, 1968~ that Dr. KING, 
Reverend ABERNATHY ~nd Reve~end KYLES s~t and talked in 
Room 306 as Dr. KING and ABERNATHY dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. At a time estimated by KYLES 
as being 5:55 p.m .. , or ther(:!,iai,bouts, Dr .. KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel, the door of which faces 
west and overlooks a swimmi~g pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a n:arrow ioorth-south street in 
Memphis. Dr. KING's room, 306, was Olrll the second floor and 
as one walks out of the room tmire is a balcony and walkway 
areaj the balcony having an iro~ rail approximately three 
feet high to keep one from falling off the balcony. Dr. KING, 
KYLES recalled, stood on the balicl':•ny and was speaking with 
various people standing in the p:B;,rkiing area of the motel 
directly beneath him., One of the persoll'hs with whom Dr. KING 
was speaking was Reverend JESSE JACKSON 1 an SCLC staff member 
from Chicago• Illinois. KYLES rec~lled leaving Room 306 and 
going out and talki~g with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his house or there would not be 
enough food to s~tisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled 
that SOLOMON JONES, a loc~l Neg~o who works for one of the 
funer~l homes• had been Dr., KING 's ch3,nffeur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made ~ome comme~t to JONES about getting 
the car ready for their trip to the K\'LES residence. 

Reverend KYLES ~lso rec~ll~d th~t at &bout this 
period of time Reverend ABERNATHY had applied shaving cream 
to his face preparing to take a quick sh~ve before departing 
to dinner and that KYLES and KING were st~nding side by 
side on the balcony anidl he iilso rec~lled that KING spoke 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGB who is a~ attor~ey fo~ SCLC and who 
was in Memphis with the SCLC st~ff. 
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Others recalled by KYLES bei~g on the ground 
level within viewing and list~ni:rug dist~nce of Dr. KING 
were Reverend JAMES L. BRVEL 9 also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently been living ill'l! Chici!!\go 9 and several 
young Negroes, names not recalledp who had been hanging 
around and support i!O\g the s:all'll it ~'t ion workers strike. 
He pointed out that he would put these folks in the 
category of Q

1ht.nt•o Wil))l"Shipel"fS\ 11 1ti%v, l! t!:i.f~d to oo a.r«nrnid KING 
and other importcaint per~on~geis. 

At this point, KYLES 1ena:t iw..ated t :n~ time as 
being approximately 6 o 9 clock p.m. 9 ~nd st~ted that he, 
KYLES, started to walk north on the balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establishment for 
the purpose of getting his car, which was parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled looking down and saying something 
to CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who W$J.S standing Ol!l the ground and 
estimated that he had walked approximately four door lengths 
north of Room 306 when he, K\'LES, heard a loud but possibly 
muffled sound. At first he thought it was a noise from 
the immediate area possibly c~used by the backfiring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next conscious of s,eeing Reverend JAMBS L. 
BEVEL who had been standing on the g~ound north of Room 306 
running to the motel area ostensibly for cover and recalled 
some unknown individual yelling in ~ loud voice, "They've 
shot MARTIN." At this point he turned around and looked 
back south toward the e~tr~nce of Room 306 and was next 
conscious of seeing Dr. KINGvs prone bodyo KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his back to the floor, his face 
facing upward, his feet partially protruding through the 
grill work of the iron railwa~ and his head headed in a south­
easterly direction toward the p~ssagew~y just south of Room 
306. 

KYLBS cont iinued that he 't(QJok ffi quick glance at 
KING's prone body after reachi~g s~m~ a~d saw a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to be the right side of KING's face 
in the :area of his cheek oone :a1!'M1 protruding downward into 
his neck area. He st~ted th&t he was not familiar with 
guns or gun wounds but he subco!.Ol~ciously realized that the 
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noise which he had he1BJ.rd had ult'iidoubtedly been that of a 
gunshot which had wou~ded D~. KING. He pointed out that 
KING's eyes appeared to be open a~d that he personally 
felt KING may still have been alive. He was not conscious 
of anyone else near KING's body at this time and pointed 
out that he went into a stat~ of shock and ran rather 
hysterically into Room 306 where he attempted to use a 
telephone for th\e pull'."pose of ,r::a1111nig· an1 iffimbulance. In 
the meantime, ABERNATHY had :t'ilm out of Room 306 with 
shaving cream still on his face in ~n effort to see what 
had happened to Dr. KING. KYLES pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
call the motel switchboard to ~sk for an ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running back into the room and telling 
him to settle down and gain his composure as everything 
would be all right. 

KYLES came back out of the room to the vicinity of 
KING'S body and was next conscious of seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police officers runllllihg on foot toward the vicinity of 
KING's body and recalled some of them yelling, ''What happened?" 
He stated that he recalled yelling at some of the police 
officers to call an ambulance. He was next conscious of 
Reverend ABERNATHY leaDmg over KING'S prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get some re~ponse from him and could 
recall hearing ABERNATHY say, 0~:MARTIN, can you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES rec~lled running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up a bedspread off one of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING's body. He recalled that a white 
male employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalled, who had been staying ~t the motel brought a towel 
which someone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING's face. 

Within a few moments an ambulance arrived to take 
KING's body to a hospital and he recalled that a JOSBPH 
Louw. an African who is a photographer ~nd who was staying 
at the motel, took some pictures i.n the immediate vicinity 
and that many of the people who by this time bad come to the 
balcony seemed to point toward the west side of Mulberry 
where there is a thicket of bushes and empty land bordered 
further on the west by the back side of some old two-story 
brick buildings which face on Main Street and indicated in 

41 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



ME 44-1987 
6 

• • 
their pointing and comments th~t th~ shot probably came 
from that general direction 0 In other words, the shot 
cane from the west toward the e~:st. 

Thereafter, according t~ Reverend KYLES, an 
ambulance crew took Dr. KING's b~dy to the St. Joseph 
Hospitalo 

Reverend KYLES looked i£ll.t a series of photographs 
which appeared in 'Life Mag~zine, 11 issue of April 12, 1968, 
some of which were taken immediately 1aifter the shooting of 
Dr" KING and prior to the arriv~l of the ambulance and iWhich 
depict Dr. KING's prone body lying face up on the concrete 
walkway on tte second floor b~lcony of the Lorraine Motel 
~nd taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by ~~me in the early 
photographs prior to the ~rriv~l of the ambulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SCLC st~ff and some local 
unidentified Negroes who were app~rently assisting in an 
effort to render immediate first aid to Dro KING. Reverend 
KYLES pointed out that these photographs must have been taken 
almost immediately following the shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the bedspre~d over KING's body. 

He stated that very f~w people actually were 
cognizant of the fact that Dro KING w~s to be a dinner guest 
at his home on the evening of April 4, 1968; that among the 
guests who had been invited to his recollection were Dr. KING, 
his brother, Reverend A0 D. WILLIAMS KING, and two of the 
latter's companions, Mrs 0 LUKIE WARD ~nd Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
both of Louisvillep Kentuckyi and th~t Reverend ABERNATHY 
was to have been there, as was CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE. He stated 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG and HOSEA WILLIAMS, both of the 
SCLC staff, were also to be his di~!!ler guests on that 
evening. 

He stated that to his recollection there had been 
no publicity concerning the fact that KING and his small 
party were to be his din~er gue~t~ ~~d that it appeared to 
be a mere coincidence that Dr o KING walked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 a!!ld stood there some four to five 
minutes prior to the time th~t he w~s shoto 
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Reverend KYLES stat~d that he had searched his 
memory during the intervening time subsequent to Dr. KING'S 
being shot and that at no time could he recall seeing 
anyone to the west or northwest from which direction he 
is now convinced the shot cam~. He s~w no one looking out 
any of the windows illl the buildings facing Main Street, 
the rear entrances of which would h~ve faced the Motel; 
and he saw no one on the ground below. 

He stated that he talked with CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE 
shortly after the shooting and th~t ESKRIDGE who was on the 
ground level in the parking area in front of the Motel 
stated that after the shot he, ESKRIDGE, had run west 
from the Motel to the middle of Mulberry Street but that 
he did not see anyone with any firearm either on the ground 
or in any of the buildings. Reverend KYLES recalled that 
SOLOMON JONES has been reported to have stated that he saw 
someone possibly with a white headpiece in the ground area 
just west of the west side of Mulberry Street behind the 
bushes and possibly saw someone drop something in that 
area. 

Reverend KYLES stated that in fairness to JONES, 
JONES could not have seen the grouud area which he had 
originally described because of the fact that there is a 
brick retaining wall which surrounds the swimming pool and 
that JONES would have been behi~d this wall when KING was 
shot and could not have seen behind the bushes on the 
west side of Mulberry Street as this wall is about eight feet 
tall. 

Reverend KYLES concluded that none of his 
acquaintances in the SCLC or other acquaintances in Memphis 
who have been close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 
Lorraine Motel immediately preceding or during the time that 
Dr. KING was shot. 
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On April 18, ·1968, CHARLES BALLARD, 830 Kansas 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, personally contacted the 
Memphis, Tennessee, FBI Offi~e and advised SA HOWELLS. 
LOWE and SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE that he registered into 
room 310 of the Lorraine Motel on the afternoon of March 
30, 1968, and remained registered ~t this motel until 
April 4, 1968. He departed from this motel just prior 
to 6 P.M. the evening of April 4, 1968. 

BALLARD advised he was ~ot at the motel at the 
time Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING was shot and advised he has 
no knowledge regarding who may have shot Dr. KING. He 
stated that during the period he resided at the motel, no 
one inquired of him of any information regarding Dr. KING, 
and he noticed no one in particular expressing any unusual 
interest in the locatiofil of Dr. KINGQs room at the motel. 

BALLARD stated that when he departed the motel 
at approximately 5:45 P.M., April 4, 1968, there were several 
persons walking around in front of the motel. He stated 
he paid no particular attention to these persons and is 
unable to recall anyone in this group whom he knows. 
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On April 23, 1968, SA's HOWELLS. LOWE and WILLIAM H. 
LAWRENCE interviewed an individual identifying himself as JAMES 
ELMORE PHILLIPS, JR., who resides at 1592 Short Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and who is a senior at LeMoyne College, 807 - 25 
walker Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS advised that on or about March 30, 1968, 
he checked into room 315 of the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, 
Memphis, and continued to stay there until the late afternoon 
of April 4, 1968. He stated he well recalled the arrival of 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, in Memphis on the morning of April 3, 
1968, and recalled that Dr. KING and several of his Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCI£) Staff associates checked 
into the Lorraine Motel on April 3, 1968, with Dr. KING staying 
in room 306 on the second floor, which was several doors north 
of the room occupied by PHILLIPS. 

PHILLIPS stated that he left the motel about 5:45 p.m. 
Thursday, April 4, 1968, with some of his associates, CHARLES 
BALLARD, CHARLES LAVERNE CABBAGE 1 JOHN BURRELL SMITH, and 
EDWINA HARRELL, who also had been staying at the motel. PHILLIPS 
stated he left on foot, walked south on Mulberry to Butler Street, 
west on Butler to Main Street, where he caught a #45 'Walker Homes'' 
bus, a city bus, going south on Main Street, catching this bus 
almost immediately after arriving on Main Street. 

He stated he rode this bus to South Memphis and walked 
to 1644 Hanauer, apt. 2, the apartment currently occupied by JOHN 
B. SMITH. He stated upon arrival at the SMITH residence, someone 
had on the television and they heard the report on television that 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., had been shot at approximately 6:01 
p.m. as he stood on the second floor balcony of the Lorraine Motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that at no time during the period in 
which he stayed at the Lorraine Motel did anyone, to his recollection, 
inquire as to where Dro KING was staying or as to which room was 
being occupied by Dr. KING and he saw no individuals in the area 
arousing his suspicions. 

PHILLim stated that he paid no particular attention 
to the buildings on South Main Street just west of the Lorraine 
Motel and recalled seeing no one look out any of the windows in 
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those buildings during the late afternoon of April 4, 1968, 
when he was in the process of leaving the motel. 

PHILLIPS stated that as he was walking from the 
motel toward the bus stop, as indicated above, he did not 
see anything of an unusual nature. 
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PERSONS AT JIM'S GRILL, 
418 SOUTH MAIN STREET, 
ON APRIL 4, 1968 
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. WYD JOWERS, owner, Jim's Grill, 418 South Main 
Street, advised that at approximately 3~55 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968, he arrived at the Grill, and parked directly in 
back of a white Mustang that was parked on the street directly 
in front of his Grill. He stated that he believed that the 
car had Mississippi license plates on it because they were of an 
orange or orangish-yellow color, He stated that upon parking the 
car he went into the Grill where he saw a stranger sitting at the 
bar having a meal. He stated that it was unusual for him to get 
any strange customers in the Grill since most of his customers 
were local people of a steady nature, Mr, JOWERS described the 
stranger as follows: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Height: 
Weight: 
Build: 
Age: 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Dress: 

White 
Male 
5'8" to 5'9" 
160 pounds 
Heavy 
27 to 30 
Sandy 
Ruddy 
Wearing a dark suit. 

He stated that the man finished his meal and left the 
Grill, and he could not notice in which direction he walked, 
but he did not get into the white Mustang, which was parked in 
front of the Grill. 

Mr. JOWERS stated that this same individual returned 
to the Grill at abou+ 8:00 p,m. on April 5, 1968, and ordered 
breakfast. Mr. JOWERS stated that in his estimation, this 
individual acted strangely because he seemed very calm when 
everyone else at the Grill and in the area was excited over the 
shooting. In view of the fact that he felt the individual was 
acting s~range and also because he was a stranger in the area, , 
Mr. JOWERS called the Police, and told them that he had a man of 
a suspicious nature at the Grill. He said that when the stranger 
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finished his breakfast, he left the Grill and was arrested 
~ on the sidewalk in front of the Grill by the Memphis Police 

Department. 

Lie~temant JIM HARRISON~ H~~icide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, later id~~tifi~d this arrested individual 
as GENE PEARSON CRAWFORD 9 32=8 We~t~~@d GiU"dens, Jackson, 
Tennessee, who was determi~~d t~ h$v~ had no part in the 
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KXN@, JR. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

1 4/15/68 Date __________ _ 

Mr. GILBERT STEPHEN «STEW} CUPPLES, 935 Parkhaven 
Drive 0 Memphis, Tennessee 0 ~dwised he is employed as a clerk 
in the Fine Paper Department of T~yloe P~per Company, 425 South 
Front Street, Memphiso 

Mro CUPPLES stated he ~ft work at approximately 5:03 p.m., 
drove his 1959 white Chevrolet Impalao and parked it immediately 
across the street from Jim's Grill located at 418 South Main 
Street 0 Memphis~ Tennesseeo He ~aid he parked the car 
heading south and immediately behind in the next available parking 
space to KENNY FOSTER's Cameroo He said when he parked his 
car he recalls seeing several car~ parked across the street in 
the vicinity of the entrance to Jim's Grillo He said he recall~ 
seeing JIMMY WALKER's white Fairlane Ford parked directly south 
of the fire hydrant located near the entrance of Jim's Grill 
and recalls seeing JOWERS' Cadillac located in the first parking 
space north of the fire hydrant. He said JOWERS operates Jim's 
Grille CUPPLES stated he recall~ seeing a white Mustang that 
could have been a 1967 or possibly 1968 model parked direc1%1 
in front of JOWERS' Cadillaco ~e ~aid this Mu,tang had black wall 
tires and believes it had large hubcapso He saidwienle entered 
Jim's Grill he walked behind JOWERS' Cadillac and, therefore, 
did not notice very many details of the Mustang~ He said he 
does not recall ~he color of the interior of the Mustang 
and did not· notice what licen~e wa.\ll on the Mustang o He said he 
got the impression the Mustang wai.l§l dirty or not freshly washed. 

Mr. CUPPLES stated he was playing the pinball machine 
and the shuffleboard machine and that a great deal of noise 
was caused by these machines and the jukebox andu therefore, he 
did not hear what activity wa~ occurring outside the grillo He 
stated sometime later he learnedu at approximately 6:05 p.m., 
a deputy sheriff came to the door of the grill and instructed 
everyone to stay inside the grill until further noticeo He 
stated shortly thereafter he and others in the grill looked 
out the front window and he rec.alls that the Mustang he 
had seen parked in front of JOWERS° Cadillac was goneo Mro 
CUPPLES stated he did not see any©ne enter the Mustang or drive it 
awa o 
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