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On 

,· 

FEDE RA~ ~UR EAU OF INVESTIGATION 

{ 

Apr 11 29, 1968 Date _________ _ 

On April 25, 1968, Special Agents WILLIAM V. 
KENNEDY and KENNETH R. HEINEMAN foll0\9ed JOE (No Middle 
Name) SHARLOW to Mableton, Georgia. SHARLOW was driving 
his cab. SHARLOW drove around tb.e streets of Mableton for 
one aour and was unable to find the bome at whica ke dropped 
off a fare wb.iclt Ile stated resembled JAMES EARL RAY. SHARLOW 
was tken told by tae above names agents tltat if saould he locate 
tkis home, Ile sltould contact tile FBI in Atlanta. SHARLOW 
stated tltat ae would do this. 

4/25/68 at Mableton, Georgia 
~~ 

SAs WILLIAM V. KENNEDY and 

,. 

J 

File# 
Atlanta 44-2 386-1 l ;iJ 

KENNETH R. HEINEMANtetJ..WVK/llja 4/26/68 
by --------------'--..:.......,.:'--------Date dictated---------
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loBI1ed to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to he distributed outside your agency. 
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•• ·PD-.t02 (Rev. 4·1S•64) • • 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

I• 

1 Date -~A=p=r=i=l-----'-29o<...L._.,~1~9~6~8:......__ 

. On April 25, 1968, JOE (No Middle Name) SHARLOW, 
Taxi Cab Driver for the Buffalo Cab Company, 1075 Brady 
Avenue, Northwest, .Atlanta, Georgia, advised he had some 
information which might possibly aid in the investigation 
of the death of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SHARLOW stated 
that at approximately 1:30 a.m. on April 5, 1968, he was 
parked in his cab at the Atlanta Airport waiting for a 
fare. He stated that an individual got into his cab and 
asked SHARLOW to take him to Mableton, Georgia. He 
described this individual as follows: 

Race 
Sex 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Complexion 
Eyes 
Hair 

Characteristics 

Scars or Marks 

White 
Male 
6' 
175 pounds 
Slender 
Ruddy 
Blue , 

• Sandy brown hair cut in 
11 flat-top II fashion 
Thin mustache, curled at 
end; opening in lower 
teeth, dimple on chin; 
deep set eyes, wearing large 
dark eyeglasses; Southern 
accent 
No facial scars 

SHARLOW further stated that the man told him that 
he would let him know the route to Mableton because he knew 
a shortcut. SHARLOW agreed and they pulled away from the 
Airport. 

• 

SHARLOW stated that the man had been drinking and 
that he could smell liquor on his breath. He advised, 
hm~ever, that he did not consider the man to be drunk. He 
stated that on a number of occasions during the trip this 
individual asleed him (SHARLOW) fop a cigarette and on @ach 

Ori 4/25/68 
,,.ill. 

SA WILL~ M V. KENNEDY and 
by __ S_A_K_E_N_N_E_T_H_R---"----. _HE_I_N_E_M_A_N.;...Qf/.-.c....:..:.. __ v_lVK_:_b_,,,_j...:..c_08te dictated __ .....:.4L/_26.....1./~6_8 __ _ 

"This document contains neither recommendations nor conchlsion; of the FBI. lt is the property or the FBI and is loa_n~d to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . 
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AT 44-2386 
WVK:bJc 
2 

• • 

occasion SHARLOW told him that he did not smoke. SHARLOW 
advised that they drove out 285 and at one point got lost some­
where around Union City, Georgia. He advised that his 
fare· kept saying that his wife 'i1as supposed to pick him up 
but that she had.left him and that is why he was taking a 
cab home. SHARLOW stated that this individual was oddly 
dressed in the sense that he was wearing a large cowboy 
hat, tan suit and string tie. He also stated that the man was 
wearing large dark glasses even though it was very dark 
outside. 

SHARLOW further stated that about half way to 
Mapleton the man propped his shoulders up on the front 
seat, took off his glasses, and asked SHARLOW if he thought 
that a white man had done the killing "up yonder. 11 SHARLOW 
advised that the man then said that he knew that S'POKELY 
CARMICHAEL did the killing and when SHARLOW asked how he 
knew that, the man advised that he Just knew. SHARl;.,OW then· 

.stated that the·man stated that he knew all the KINGs. He 
said that he knew the old man, the motheri the son and 
lots of other people in the colored section of Atlanta. 
SHARLOW stated that he then asked him where Dr. KING lived 
and the man told him that he did not know but it was some 
place downtown. SHARLOW advised that ·the above conversation 
was the last mention of Dr. KING. 

• 

SHARLOW then stated that they proceeded on Route 
285 and got off on the Mableton exit. They then drove onto 
Gordon Road and passed Six Flags Road, where they stopped at 
a small market on the right ·hand side of the road. At 
this point, the man got out.of the cab and went into the 
market. When he came out he made the statement that 11 those 
people in there don't know me. 11 The man then got back 
into the cab and asked SHARLOW if he wanted to buy a gun . 
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AT 44-2386 
WVK:bJc 
J. 

• 

He said that he had a 11 38 and a 45. 11 SHARLOW advised that he 
did not want a gun. The man then stated that he would be 
able to sell it in Atlanta. 

SHARLOW stated that they then went on past the market 
and turned left. They then went approximately three blocks 
and turned left again toward a wooded section. SHARLOW 
advised that they pulled up to a house with a brick wall on 
one side and a large driveway. In the driveway were four 
cars; a 1963 or 1964 green Cadillac with Alabama tags; a 
1963 or 1964 dark Buick; a late model, dark brown Thunderbird; 
and a white Mustang. SHARLOW stated that the man had mentioned 
previously that he owned these four cars. He stated that 
the.man then asked SHARLOW if he was afraid and stated that 
he would not hurt him because he was a nice fellow. SHARLOW 
advised that the. man then took out the exact amount of the 
fare without SHARLOW telling him and paid it. He ·then went 
into the house. SHARLOW stated he believed the house number 
was 113, but did not know the name of the street. 

SHARLOW was shown- photographs of JAMES EARL RAY 
also known as ERIC STARVO GALT, and stated that they resembled 
the man he brought to Mableton on the morning of April 5, 
1968. He stated that although he could not give clear 
directions to the house, he would be able to lead agents 
to it. He stated that he was willing to do this. 
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. Dat~: MAY .3 
1 

196$ 

Trnn§mit Hie foJJpw_i~§ Jn ===--====,-,--::IP:;±L:rl-l.'".r.tI:ttN-'T't-:E~Zl"rlT:=,-:,. _______ ,.,,.,_,.,., __ -======-==1---1 
. (iype in pfoirue:d or coaef -

,_-_..--

I 

VJt1 ===T=;EL=ET=-. ____ Y=-P.,....E ____ ' =~ -====UR-G_E_~N_T __ -...,.,,,,..,......,,,,....,~-.,..,.,..,...,,..,..,,....,.,...==rlt 
. (Prior-lirT I 

- - - - - -- - - ·- - - -- - - - - - - _, - - -- - ' . - - - - - - - -· - -. . - . - -- . . . - - . - - -- !- - - - - - -_ - -
" 

TO; DIRECTOR, (44-38861) 

FROM: NEW ORLEANS (157-10673) 

MURKIN 

RE: LETTER SIGNED BILLY BOB DAVID AND 
.IS&@~IXtE 
ASSOCIATES TURNED INTO ~ll'ONROE, LA. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT JUNE TWENTY TWO 

NINETEEN SIXTY FIVE. 

Wl~LIAM R. DAVID, DALE TAYLOR, G.E. JOHNSON, DICKIE 

MC JNTOSH AND KENT HALE HAVE ALL BEEN LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED. 

1HEY ALL STILL RESIDE IN AREA OF CALHOUN, LA. THEY ALL ADVISE 

THEY HAVE NO INFORMATION 1fi!Xl'.Ell WHATEVER RELATIVE TO THE 

MVRDER OF MART:rN LUTHER KING. THEY STATED THAT THE LETTER 

WRITTEN, BUT NOT ~AILED, IN NINETEEN SIXTY Fr/E WAS MERELY 

A PRANK OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND WAS NEVER INTENDED AS A 
' 

T9REA'l' AGAINST AGAINST THE PRESIDENT OR MARTIN LU~HER KING. 

THEY ALL DENIED EVER BEING ASSOCIATED WITH ANY KLAN OR HATE.:i 

;kJ:: TYP~ ORGAN!ZATION. WHEREABOUTS OF ABOVE PERSONS FOR 

THE P~WIOD OF APRI~ FOUR, NINEJ'EEN SIXTY ElGHT A_QCO_UNTED FO~. 
-,r;.Jl::.-i.l AL-L r./)1-'d i T/11!1 ,}1111'/i:.·,1 t/ll~~L f...4-'( /J" r.)A,',::·n.tt,.';V ,re , //&1-/' I/ - ~ (/ 
1 '

1 1 ' RE; CONT ACTS WITH MOTELS LOCATED rt- -;l,- J - I 

ALONG TULANE AVE. NEW ORLEANS 

/1ti•1 tt;1 vii~ ;t;~ /l,t~ /211; L-,1 
· Approved: _ _- _ . _ __ _ . _ 

$pegiQl Agent in Charge. 
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. · FC,..,35 '{R~v. S-22-64) 

..t- ,.... : I. 

FBI 

Date: 

Transmit the following in --------:-::,----------------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via ________ --------------------J 
(P riority) l 

-------.------~---------------------------------L------- -
INAS!-~UCH AS IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT JAMES EARL 

RAY WAS IN NEW ORLEANS PROBABLY ON THE EVENING OF MARCH 

TWENTY ONE SIXTY EIGHT, MOTELS LOCATED !LONG TULANE AVE 

WHICH IS ADJACENT TO THE DOWNTOWN AREA OF NEW ORLEANS 

WERE CONTACTED. MO'fEL RECORDS CHECKED AND CONTAINED NO 

INFO IDENTIFIABIE WITH RAY UNDER HIS TRUE NAME OR 

KNOWN ALIASES. PERIOD CHECKED WAS FROM MARCH $EVENTEEN 

THRU TWENTY FOUR SIXTY EIGHT. 

RE: CONTACT IN RESIDENTIAL AREA'S 

KNOWN TO BE FREQUENTED BY HIPPIES. 

· .CONTACTS IN ABOVE AREAS IN LOUISIANA BEING CONTINUED 
. 

AND TO DATE CONTACTS REGARDING JAf~ES XKEX EARL RAY IN 

THESE AREAS HAVE BEEN NEGATIVE. 

RE: INFORMANT CONTACTS 

TO DATE CONTACTS WITH CRIMINAL AND APPROPRIATE 

SECURITY AND RACIAL INFOR~ANTS HAVE BEEN UNPRODUC~IVE 

IN REGARDS TO RAY. CONTACTS CONTINUING. • 
AM COPI$S TO MEMPHIS, BIRMINGHAM-, ATLANTA AND LOS ANGELES. 

INVESTIGATION AT NEW ORLEANS CONTINUING • AR?-:tED AND DANGEROUS • 
...... ...____ r..- -

Approved: _________ _ Sent _____ M Per _____ _ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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•-UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) DATE: 5/3/68 

PRoK A~c, SPRINGFIELD (44-561) - P -

SUBJECT: MURKIN 

00: Memphis 

Re Atlanta airtel to Director 4/25/68. 

A review of NATB bulletins, Illinois State 
Police bulletins, and a check with agents of the 
Springfield Division failed to reflect any auto 
stolen from State of Georgia subsequent to 3/23/68. 

All agents have been advised that any 
auto stolen from the State of Georgia and recovered 
in Springfield Division where subject is unknown 
that RAY should be considered as a possible subject. 

Q- Atlanta (44-2386) 
2 - Springfield (44-561) 
BGO/smr 
(5) 

1 -

.&y U.S. Savint,.r Bonds Ret,11larly on the Payroll Smnt,.r Plan 
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. ' 

.... SAC. DIJ,I, (15f~)(J')·· 
- . - ' 

'' ~- =-NIM.IIIJa). _-. ' 
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•• 
•t. 1JubJec1t tci .de~ tt any'. :ot tMH aignaturea _,. haYe 
,1'een pre,a.red bl' the_ •ubJect-. _ - _ 
~ :•_ . ·~ 

. . -n..e appJ.1-..t.1on -t"Ol"lllll are ~•• the tc:tllAl!ldng 
1nd1Yldualat1. . . · 

~ .... 3(11RS01(_ ', ' ' . ' ' 
91Jl. 8th st•-•- Pl.eanllt· Ql"Ofe,, Ala_. 35121; 

· PRAa aAiti&tr mart . . . 
215 Vdt ~- ·Awe., AullU.1'9',, Ala. 3683G; 
JAIIBS ~ BJDJXCK :_ . 
322" .:ri;,..1; An •. ,, Sffala"4. ~ 3'5711 
• .,. OLlnOI Sll?ftl' ,,, 

-·1tt. *· · 11ox. za:# . L1nev1µ..,_ Ala. 36266; 

r::~ t:>."Ci- Park, -Lo, ... 10) 
: GrenvUl~-,, Ala,.. "°'7 J 

It~ (o.J.y) .· W'" _(c.lJ) Dllll- - . . 
a. 1,. Box 109, .Cave SPJ."'J.np,, ~- (Al-..) ~j .. 

' ' . 

ct,1'.QE ta'l'D BILL. ;Sll. ' 
at. ·1 ...... ''2'ff , : 

Bw,fbt• Ala:f35958l . 

. llll&'OBI) PRBSTOlf :•me• 
120) 211ft st • .t Phen1 Z_ City, Ala. 36867 I 
.,AUL· El)GAll QOODiA:J'f.D • . .nt. . 
1323 PeffY st., Nn'■•••lT.t Ala. ltll~J 
LU· El1USOII 1IBLLAKf -
809 ~d.lle~: A.ve~., Shettieid, Ala .. 356601 

.. ' ' . ' 

BOUR l>Av.ID. BBOUSSA1'> 
2123 .. lfOrtll -~. A,.....· 
~, .ua. 

. . . '. . . CoPJ' ot thia' · 1•1:ter tt .tun1ah.S .-0 ~-
-•o that ~1.,_,. ~ 1- a..-. that thi.a 11-nae ~c~ ~ 
the sta~ · -ol Alabu$&.- _. been wade. .Uld a cow 1a ~4 · 
to At~• in ¥1" or thl ~t♦i-ut .or. •h• At1-1tta ~ioa 
1lt thia 'P8,rt1eular pbaft "ot ~- !JimMJt.iptiGJl. , 
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• • 
• 157-2621 

-- -- ; Jlol,lle D uot; rn•bd.D&. copiea ot ,_.. appl-tealltm ·_ · t_..., am it_,. ,_..,~tton Ia11ite611• ·ow---ur,·et 
_theee_ appl.i••~ tOZ'llf v e1~er ~• or llo1dl.•- ibt, _ 
-~ PltuJ,d· ha18h ~ - ... :n. Witll tia.·· ~~ -· 
app].icat:Mm.. · -.~r 

.: -- - Jlllhla ·« w.a ~ .Wfl be Nftli_.,. to · 
~t•,·' A\tlanta. --~and XobUe. ___ -:in tM: •~ toe·. 
--.UMtiOII 1a -pi.1.,_, ,_. 1'_.._ aeed Mt 1- .. ~ .... d 
to JIOldle. . - . 

·' . 

3, 
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• 
DIRECTOR_. FBI ( 44-38861) 

SAC_. MOBILE ( 157-2627) ( P) 

• 

RE: l«>TOR VEHICLES AND LICENSE 
PLATES STOLEN XN ALABAMA 

5/6/68 

Reference is made to Bureau airtel to Atlanta, 
Birmingham, Mobile. and savannah, 4/26/68. 

Transmitted to Mobile and Birmingham was a li■t 
of motor vehicle• and license plates stolen 1n Alabama, as 
compiled trom 1.nformat1on retained in NCIC. 

SA llf!'ROM a. 'roBJIER, on 4/30/68, 5/1,2, and 3/68, 
reviewed the tiles concerning these stolen licensee and 
automobiles which were listed on the enclosure trom the Eklreau. 
The 1ntormat1on reviewed by him was made available by MICHAEL 
SULLIVEN, In:veat1&ator, Investigation and Ident:1f1cation 
Division, Alabama Dept. of Public Ba.fety, Montgomery_. Alabama. 

Intormation concerning each offense was recorded 
1n handwriting on a separate. sheet. Enclosed herewith for 
Birmingham are 96 sheets renecting information concerning 
licenses and automobiles stolen 1n that portion of Alabama 
recovered by the Birmingham Division. 

Mobile is instituting investigation concerning the 
licenses and automobiles stolen within that portion of 
Alabama, covered by Mobile to develop any information in­
dicating whether or not subject RAY lill1 have been :involved 
1n any of these thefts. 

Details or these 1nveet1gat1ons are being handled 
1n Subfile one o.f Mobile File 157-2627, and any pertinent 
information developed wlll be reported to the Bureau, 
Memphis, and Atlanta. 

ARMED AHD DAlrtGEROUS. 

,...2.. - Bureau 
lJ._} - Atlanta ( 44-2386 )(Info) 

2 - Birmingham (44-174o)(Enc.96) 
2 - Memphis (44-1987) 
2 - Mobile (i - 157-2627)(1 • 157-2627 SF1)1-----~­

JTB:crb 
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0-9 (Rev. 5-22-64) • , 
FBI 

Date: 5/6/68 
Transmit the following in ------------:-=:-----:--------:-------;--;--------------­

(Type in plaintext or code) 

Via __ A_i_rt_el _______ _ 

SACS, Atlanta (44-2386) 
Birmingham (44-1740) 
Memphis (44-1987) 

Director, FBI (44-38861) 

MURKIN 
00: ME 

(Priority) 

If not already being done, Atlanta and 
Birmingham should check records of access to safety 
deposit boxes at banks in each of those cities for the 
date 4/5/68. Any individuals who made entry into such 
safety deposit boxes on this date should be eliminated 
as possibly being subject. This can primarily be done 
on the bats of length of time the box was rented or 
on the basis of the renter of the box being known to 
bank employees. Any questionable eliminations must 
be run out. 

This is being suggested in light of the 
possibility that subject may have rented such a box 
and then while fleeing may have made entry for the 
purpose of withdrawing valuables. 
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MO 157-2627 
1 

• • 
JTB:agf 

MATCH BOOK ~ROM REID MOTEL, 
GREENVILLE, ALABAMA, FOUND BEHIND 

107-113 14TH STREET, N.E., ATLANI'A, GEORGIA 

The following investigation was conducted on . 
May 3, 1968 by SA DANIEL W. MC ALLEN, III, at Greenville, 
Alabama: 

Mr. LONNIE DANIELS, SR,, Manager, Reid Motel, 
Highway 31, advised that he has been working at this motel 
for the past two years, and presently is managing same in 
the absence of the owner, Mrso ETHEL B. D!KESo He said that 
he normally checks guests in and out of the motel and feels 
certain he would recognize individual guests from photographs. 
DANIELS said he was a law enforcement officer for 16 years 
and has·had experience in identifying people from photographs. 

DANIELS was shown photographs of JAMES EARL RAY and 
could not identify any of the photographs as anyone having 
stayed at this motel in the pasto In addition he made avail­
able records of the motel which were examined by SA DANIEL w. 
MC ALLEN, III, but no registration for Subject RAY, under his 
true name or aliases, was found. This check covered the 
period from April, 1967 to dateo 

DANIELS stated that match books at this motel are 
not kept out in the open where anyone could pick them up, but 
are given out to persons only on request. He said that the 
motel has used several different colored match books, and 
the printing on the match books have differed at times. He 
stated that if the color of any particular match book and the 
writing thereon were made known to him, he would possibly be 
able to pinpoint the approximate time the match book was 
dispensed at that motel. DANIELS advised that numerous persons 
from the Atlanta, Georgia, area frequent this motel~ 

Mrs. MARY OWENS, maid, Reid Motel, was shown photo-
graphs of RAY, but could not identify the photographs as anyone fr 
having stayed at that motel in the past~ -/ 4,,,;J.. 
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F'D-36 (Rev, 5•22-64) 

FBI 

Date: 5/6/68 

I 
I 

. I 
I 
I 
r 
I 
I 
I 
l 
r 

Transmit the following in _____________________ __.1
1 (Type in plaintext or code) 
I 

Via ___ A_I_RT_EL ___ _ AIR MAIL I 

(Priority) I 
________________________________________________ L _______ -

TO: SAC, ATLANTA (44-2386) 

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (157-2627)(P) 

SUBJECT: MURKIN 
(00: MFl'IPHIS) 

Reference is made to Atlanta teletype to the 
Bureau, Memphis and Mobile, dated 5/2/68. 

Enclosed herewith for Atlanta are 25 copies 
and for Memphis 2 copies, of insert reflecting investi­
gation conducted by Mobile at Greenville, Ala., pursuant 
to request in referenced teletype. 

It will be noted that Mr. LONNIE DANIELS, SR., 
Manager of the Reid Motel, Greenville, Ala., advised that 
if he were furnished the color of the match book found 
in Atlanta, and the writing thereon, he might be able to 
pinpoint the month or the approximate time the book was 
dispensed at that motel. It is noted the investigation 
does not reflect any information that subject has ever 
stayed at this motel. 

_,--,, 
(2_)- Atlanta 

2 - Memphis 
2 - Mobile 
JTB:agf 

(Enc A,_nn5) 
c 44-HJs1) (Enc. 2) 

(6) 

Approved: ----'Y~~c..--i"f-7",/¼.,,,.~~/ ___ _ 
Special,Q in Charge 

Sent ___ _ M Per ______ _ 
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TO 

CIO'llONAI--·· MAY "" IOfflON 

o ... °'"· -· -- u 

501111-lN 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
SA *(SEE BELOW) DATE: 5/6/68 

FROM 
SAC (44-2386) (P) 

MURKIN SUBJECT: 

By memorandum dated 4/19/68, all agents were instructed 
to contact PCis and Cis, assigned to them, for the purpose of 
displaying photos of JAMES EARL RAY and seek any information 
these sources might have concerning him.· 

A current review of the following files discloses 
that the results of your contacts with these informants have 
not reached the file to date: 

**(SEE BELOW) 

You should immediately note the results of your contact 
ri~h the indicated informant on the bottom of this serial and re­
turm same to file without delay. 

*SA HARRY L. LEE - **(137-2275; 137-2838; 1373042) 
·>Y--C~ M. ROBERT McFARLAND - **(137-3191.)-...,-.7 

*SA RUSSELL R. MEGRUE - **(137-2961; 137-3210) 
*SA ROBERT R. PERRY - **(137-655; 137-2608; 137-2757) 
*SA JAMES O. PONDER - **(137-3182) 
*SA JOHN P. QUINLAN - **(137~3058; 137-3060; 137-3137) 
*SA THOMAS C. RENAGHAN, JR. - **(137-2940) 
*SA HUGH ROBINSON, JR. - **(137-3231; 137-3232) . • 'f 

..-"::i)_ 44-2386 ., - 2 3 s 6 -173 
24 - ONE FOR EA AGENT & EA INDICATED CASE 

, i)L.,:,:•.':.· 1<_" ___ ... -•-~m--,,_ J/ 
l SL .. ·· "~- rr:7 
) . \j ' 
).-,-.·~. '---~-·- '' \ "\~ : 

JEO:vsc 
(25) ~-' · ~· ·,-.~--
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• 
. ... 

FBI ATLANTA 

FB.I MIAMI 

g36PM EST 5-8-68 URGENT RGT 

TO DIRECTOR (44•38861) ATLANTA (44-2386) MEMPHIS (44-1987) 

DETROIT "OBILE JACKSON TAMPA SAVANNAH AND CHARLOTTE 

FROM MIAMI C 44-1854) 4P 

MURK IN ' . 

RE EASTERN AIRLINES CEAL) FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA, 

APRIL FIVE THROUGH TWELVE, LAST. 

RE ATLANTA TE TO BUREAU, MAY SEVEN, LAST. 

REVIEW OF ALL EAL TICKETS AND RESERVATIONS ON FLIGHTS OUT 

OF ATLANTA ON ABOVE OATES COMPLETED. FOLLOWING LEADS SET TO 

DEVELOP FURTHER INFORMATION ON PASSENGERS WITH NAMES SIMILAR 

TO ALIASES OF SUBJECT RAY, AND WHO COULD NOT BE ELIMINATED 

ON BASIS OF AVAILABLE INFORMATION: 

RESERVATION RECEIVED APRIL TWO BY EAL, ATLANTA, FROM 

DELTA, DETROIT, FOR ONE RAYE FOR EAL FLIGHT ONE TWO FOUR Y 

ON APRIL FIVE FROM ATLANTA TO PHILADELPHIA. PASSENGER TO 

ffiAVEL DETROIT TO ATLANTA ON DELTA FLIGHT SEVEN SIX ONEY 

ON APRIL TWO. DETROIT CONTACT POINT SHOWN TELEPHONE EIGHT 

SEVEN 

'DfREE 

r , . 
nlREE THREE ZERO ZERO ZERO, EXTENSION SEVEN, ROOM~/'{/-_;,,~.:/; ,,,,, 

TWO FOUR. NO EAL TI,K T FOUND, INDICATING DE,~11....1.......,A,£,,,,...,._ ___ __,l ;_J 
- SEARCHED. ............ ::rritfx£D ............... .. 

. ~ """"";~.:p ... . 
~.~c,b~ fBHTLANTA 
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MM (44-1854> 

PAGE TWO 

• 

t.SEO. DETROIT CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION TO 

ELIMINATE. 

RESERVATION MADE FAL, ATLANTA, APRIL FIVE, AND TICKET 

PURCHASED ATLANTA, APRIL SIX, FOR 'IRAVEL BY V. J. WALTON, 

MlBILE TO ATLANTA ·ON FAL F1.IGHT SIX ZERO FOUR FON APRIL TWELVE, 

ATLANTA TO AUGUSTA ON DELTA FLIGHT FOUR ONE ZERO A ON APRIL TWELVE, 

AUGUSTA TO ATLANTA ON DELTA ONE SIX ZERO NINE TON APRIL 

FIFTEEN, AND ATLANTA TO MOBILE ON EAL SIX ZERO ONE FON APBIL 

FIFTEEN. t-klBILE CONTACT WAS HOME TELEPHONE THREE FOUR TWO 

FIVE FIVE FOUR TWO, BUSINESS 'IHREE FOUR FOUR ZERO TWO EIGHT 

TWO. P«>BILE CONDUCT NECESSARY. INVESTIGATION TO ELIMINATE. 

RESERVATION MADE FAL, ATLANTA, APRIL FIVE, AND TICKET 

NUMBER THREE NINE SIX MSH SEV"£N ONE EIGHT DASH NINE FIVE 

SEVEN PURCHASED APRIL FIV.E AT TRAVEL AFFILIATES, TWO TWO ZERO 

WEST LIVE OAK, PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, FOR TRAVEL BY- JACK 

WALTON FROM MOBILE TO ATLANTA ON EAL FLIGHT SIX SIX FOUR Y 

ON APRIL FIVE, AND ATLANTA TO CHICAGO ON EAL FOUR nfREE FOUR 

yN ON APRIL SIX, AND CHICAGO TO SEATTLE ON UNITED ONE FOUR 

TI{REE y ON APRIL SIX. JACKSON AT PASCAGOULA CONDUCT NECESSARY 

INVESTIGATION TO ELIMINATE. 
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PAGE THREE 

• 
, 

• 

RESERVATION RECEIVED FEB. SEVENTEEN SIXTYEIGHT, BY 

FAL, ATLANTA, FROM DELTA, TAMPA, FOR TRAVEL OF J. WALTON 

FROM ATLANTA TO TAMPA ON EAL FLIGHT TWO SEVEN THREE Y ON 

APR. TVELVE SIXTYEIGKT. RESERVATION CANCELED. r«> TICKET 

LOCATED. TAMPA CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION AT D£LTA 

TO ELIMINATE. 

DELTA MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER WAS ZERO EIGHT 

SEVEN ONE SIX SEVEN ZERO ONE. 

RESERVATION RECEIVED EAL ATLANTA FROM TWA_ ST. LOUIS, 

DATE NOT _SHOWN, FOR TRAVEL BY ONE HEERAN FROM ATLANTA TO 

ST. LOUIS ON EAL FLIGHT FIVE ONE ZERO, APR. TEN SIXTYEIGHT. 

PASSENGER GAVE ATLANTA CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER FIVE TWO 

FIVE - -TWO SEVEN SEVEN ONE. NO TICKET LOCATED, INDICATING 

TWA TICKET USED. ATLANTA CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION 

TO ll.IMINATE. 

RESERVATION RECEIVED EAL ATLANTA, MAR. TWENTYNINE 

SIXTYEIGHT, Ji'ROM DELTA, SAVANNAH FOR TRAVEL BY JOHN WILLARD 

Ji'ROM ATLANTA TO MIAMI ON EAL Jil...IGHT TWO SEVEN SEVEN Y ON 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



.. 't 
• MM <44-1854) 

• PAGE FOUR 

APR. ELEVEN SIXTYEIGHT. DELTA, SAVANNAH MESSAGE IDENTIFI­

CATION NUMBER ONE EIGHT SEVEN NINE FOUR ZERO ZERO SIX. 

RESERVATION CONFIRMED BY DELTA, SAVANNAH MESSAGE NUMBER 

ONE EIGHT SEVEN NINE FOUR ZERO ZERO SIX ON APR. ONE SIXTYEIGHT. 

PASSENGER CONTACTED FAL ATLANTA ON.UNSPECIFIED DATE AND GAVE 

CONTACT POINT OOWNTOWNER, ATLANTA. ATLANTA AT DOWNTOWNER 

AND SAVANNAH AT DELTA AIRLINES, CONDUCT INVESTIGATION TO 

D..IMINATE. 

RESERVATION MADE AT EAL ATLANTA VIA EAL CHARLOTTE ON 

APR. FIVE SIXTYEIGHT FOR TRAVEL OF J.C. <OR T.C.) GALT 

FROM ATLANTA TO RICHMOND ON EITHER EAL FLIGHT SIX ONE SIXT 

OR UNITED FLIGHT SIX FOUR ZERO A ON APR. TEN SIXTYEIGHT. 00 

TICKET LOCATED. CHARLOTTE CONTACT TELEPHONE GIVEN AS TWO 

SIX FIVE - EIGHT TWO ONE ONE. RESERVATION ORIGINALLY MADE 

THROUGH !RAVEL AGENCY SIX ONE FIVE BY EMPLOYEE PAT. CHARLOTTE 

CONDUCT NECESSARY INVESTIGATION AT ABOVE TELEPHONE TO ELIMINATE. 

MIAMI OBTAINING OFF - UNE TICKET INFORMATION RE ONE 

ADDITIONAL PASSENGER. SUPPLEMENTAL TELETYPE FOLLOWS RE THIS 

ON MAY NINE NEXT. SUBJECT RAY ARMED ANO DANGEROUS. 

END 

LCS 

FBI ATLANTA 

TUI 
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FBI_ ATLANTA 

FBI SAVANNAH 

HOLD FOR TWO 

• 

lllOPM URGNET 5/9/68 SPT 

TO ATLANTA (44-2386) 

FROM SAVANNAH <44-1768) 

MURK IN 

RE MIAMI TEL TO BUREAU MAY EIGHT LAST. 

CONTACT WITH DELTA AIRLINES PERSONNEL AT SAVANNAH, GA. TODAY 

DISCLOSES MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS ERASED FROM COMPUTER 

PERIODICALLY AND MESSAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS IN RETEL NOW 

APPLY TO RESERVATIONS USED IN APRIL BY TWO FEMALE PASSENGERS 

WHO BOARDED A DELTA FLIGHT IN CHICAGO, ILL. 

TiiEY EXPLAINED THAT BY CONTACTING R. L. GIBSON, DELTA AIRLINES, 

ATLANTA AIRPORT, HE COULD EXTRACT INFORMATION FROM COM?ijTER 

BASED ON INPUT REGARDING EAL RESERVATION MADE BY DELTA FOR WILLARD 

ON FAL FLIGHT WO SEVEN SEVEN Y, WHICH WOULD SHOW WHO AT SAVANNAH 

MOE THE RFSERVATION FOR WILLARD AND WHETHER OR OOT IT WAS IN 

PERSON OR TELEPHONICALLY AND WHETHER HE GAVE A SAVANNAH CONTACT 

POINT. de,,,_,, __ ~- :...·_:, .. -~ _< -
DELTA PERSONNEL CONTACTED EAL AT ATLANTA AT WHICH TIME IT 

WAS LEARNED TiiAT WILLARD BOARDED EAL FLIGHT AT ATLANTA ON APRIL 

El.EVEN LAST WI THO UT ARR I VI NG IN ATLANTA BY COMMERC I sc~~~:~~:.·::::z;~:;_~-~-~·.~·-·_·_·_·_·_~~:-.·.::~ 
i " / • ,. .r•~. ;,"! F\ 

AIR 'IRANS?ORTATION. IT WAS ALSO LEARNED TI-IAT HE TRA ED'.-. ;_l\.U ' 

mo PAGE oNE i Jµ,,d ~A,o/bJJ 
d,et_;. ti "'I) ::,1, ,~ 
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... P~GE TWO , • • 
Fl.A. ON EAL FLIGHT TWO SEVEN SEVEN AND THEREAFTER ON APRIL 

FIFTEEN LAST RETURNED TO ATLANTA ON DELTA FLIGHT TWENTY WHERE 

nflS FLIGHT TERMINATED. 

DELTA PERSONNEL POINT OUT 11-IAT IT WOULD APPEAR TIIAT TIIE 

RESERVATION MADE BY DELTA AT SAVANNAH, GA. ON MARCH TWENTY NINE 

LAST WAS FOR A ROUND TRIP FLIGHT FROM ATLANTA TO MIAMI AND RETURN 

TO ATLANTA' AND 'D{AT BY MAKING INQUIRY OF TI-IE DELTA COMPUTER AT 

ATLANTA BASED ON EITHER THE FAL FLIGHT OR TI-IE DELTA Fl..IGHT TWENTY 

FROM MIAMI TO ATLANTA IT WILL PRODUCE AS MUCH INFORMATION AS IS 

AVAILABLE. DELTA PERSONNEL UNABLE TO LOCATE WILLARD NAME ON 

FLIGHT MAINFEST INDICATING HE DEPARTED OUT OF SAVANNAH ON ANY 

DELTA FLIGHT BETWEEN MARCH TWENTYNINE AND APRIL ELEVEN LAST, 

. AND SUGGESTED THAT HE MAY HAVE TRAVELED BY CAR OR TRAIN, WHICH IS 

FURTHER INDICATED BY TI-IE FACT THAT EAL HAS ADVISED THAT WHEN HE 

BOARDED FLIGHT TWO SEVEN SEVEN AT ATLANTA THE RESERVATION WAS 

MARKED "ARUKN" WHICH MEANS ARRIVAL UNKNOWN AND DISCLOSES 

NO ARRIVAL AT ATLANTA ON SAVANNAH'S DELTA RESERVATION BY AIR. 

SAVANNAH WILL MAKE APPROPRIATE CONTACTS IN SAVANNAH 

AND DISPLAY RAY'S PHOTOGRAPH UPON RECEIPT OF INFORMATION FROM 

ATLANTA IDENTIFYING PERSON AT DELTA MAKING RESERVATION 

FOR WILLARD OR AT ANY CONTACT POINT FURNISHED. 

AM CC MEMPHIS. 

IND 

AT ••• GJLB 

FBI ATLANTA 
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• 
FBI MIAMI 

4:53PM tRGENT 5-9-68 PJL 

TO DIRECTOR, (44-38861), ATLANTA (44-2386), MEMPHIS (44-1987), 

NEW YORK, MINNEAPOLIS AND CHICAGO 

'FRO.M MIAMI (44-1854) CP) 5P 

MURKIN 

RE EASTERN AIRLINES CEAL> FLIGHTS OUT OF ATLANTA APRIL 

FIVE TI-IROUGH APRIL TWELVE LAST. RE ATLANTA TEL TO BUREAU 

MAY SEVEN LAST, AND MIAMI TEL TO BUREAU MAY El GHT LAST. 

EAL RESERVATION CARD FOR FLIGHT TWO FOUR EIGHT Y, 

APRIL NINE LAST, INDICATES ON~RY HERR~MADE RESERVATION 

AT ATLANTA SIX-TWENTY P.M., APRIL NINE, LAST, ATLANTA TO 

CHICAGO, CONTACT POINT, ATLANTA LOBBY. AGENT MAKING 

RESERVATION VAS TEN B. REVIEW OF TICKETS FLIGHT TWO 

FOUR EIGHT ON• APRIL NINE, LAST DO NOT CONTAlN TICKET 

FOR JERRY HERRON. THIRTEEN FIRST CLASS TICKETS AND THIRTY 

THREE COACH TICKETS OF OTHER AIRLINES USED ON EAL FLIGHT 

END PAGE ONE 

I ,, ~ .' ;', / . ' - _. ~ ·-- '--.,. - . ' -~ 

SEARCHEO ............. .,INDEXED ................. .. 
S~i{IALIZED ...... _ .• - ·.f lllD .. , ................... . 

~ . . . ' . 
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PAGE TWO 

MM 44-1854 

TWO FOUR EIGHT ON APRIL NINE, LAST, ATLANTA TO CHICAGO. 

ncKET NUMBERS OF OTHER AIRLINES AS FOLLOWS: , '1)-~ 

DELTA AIRLINES FIRST CLASS TICKETS NUMBERS ONE ZERO /() /-0061/J./ 

ONE - ZERO ZERO SIX SEVEN ONE TWO ONE; TWO ZERO TWO - ~;2. -o"J.IOI 01 
ZERO TWO ONE ZERO ONE ZERO SEVEN; TW EIGHT THREE - ZERO 'J_ gJ-<!)/rt,607 

ONE FIVE SIX SIX ZERO SEVEN; TWO EIGHT FOUR - ZERO FIVE rfl'IJt/-'-o'>Ol'fo 
. J-S'f-os-01t:ro6 

ZERO ONE NINE ZERO FIVE; TWO EIGHT FOUR - ZERO FIVE ZERO ONE..,_.., 
c:?""W-o ?-1010 

NINE ZERO SIX; TWO ZERO TWO - ZERO TWO ONE ZERO ONE ZERO t 
SIX; THREE NINE SEVEN - ZERO FIVE FIVE ONE TWO FOUR SEVEN; '!:lf?-o;J"Jl'-f? 
COACH n CK ETS NUMBERS TWO ZERO TWO - ZERO ONE FOUR NI NE FI VE ~ , 

r.J.d> -tJJi./tf soo 
ZERO zmo; FOUR ZERO ON[ - ZERO ONE n-lREE SIX ZERO FOUR FOUR; , 

TWO zERo TWO - ZERO ONE FOUR NINE EIGHT TWO TWO; TWO ZERO 'l~J-t:>)'36tJL/y 
kJJ.- o IYfJ'J,,, 

TWO - ZERO ONE FIVE ZERO FOUR SEVEN SEVEN; FOUR EIGHT EIGHT - . 
. . 4J.-ot rov?? 

ZERO ONE ZERO ONE FOUR EIGHT TWO; TWO ZERO TWO - ZERO ZERO 'f; 
EIGHT FOUR SIX TWO SIX; FOUR EIGHT EIGHT - ZERO EIGHT SEVEN 

3 K-o,oit/P 

FOUR 'NINE FIVE EIGHT; TWO ZERO TWO - ZERO ONE FOUR NINE 

END PAGE TWO 

~~-()(J 8'16 2' 
if3·c, E ?<11'rd 

Jr/1'-olf.f'{ 8i-3 

dfl7'-C1£0'-111b 
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PAGE lllREE • ·• 
PJM • 44-1854 

EIGHT TWO THREE; TWO ZERO TWO - ZERO ONE FIVE ZERO FOUR 

SEVEN SIX. 

TRANS WORLD AIRLINES FIRST CLASS TICKETS NUMBER 

FOUR zmo FOUR - ZERO ZERO ONE TWO NINE SIX FOUR. CO ASH 

TICKETS NUMBERS TWO THREE ZERO - ZERO ONE NINE FOUR NINE 

FIVE 11-IREE; TWO TWO ZERO - ZERO SEVEN ONE FIVE THREE ONE 

EIGHT~ 

UNITED AIRLINES FIRST CLASS TICKETS NUMBERS FOUR FIVE 

ERO - ZERO TI-IREE TWO ONE EIGHT SEVEN SEVEN; TWO THREE 

1llREE - ZffiO Sii EIGHT ZERO TWO FIVE SEVEN. COACH TICKETS 

NUMBERS TWO SIX ZERO - ZERO THREE ZERO FOUR TWQ THREE NINE; 

FOUR SEVEN FIVE - ZERO FOUR ZERO FOUR EIGHT TWO NINE; 

nfREE FIVE ZERO - ZERO ZERO THREE THREE SEVEN SEVEN SEVEN. 

SOUTHERN AIRWAYS COACH TICKETS NUMBER THREE ZERO ZERO -

ZERO FOUR EIGHT FIVE FIVE TWO EIGHT. 

END PAGE TI-IREE 
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PAGE .FOUR • ' MM .. 44-1854 

NORTH CENTRAL AIRLINES COACH TICKET NUMBERS FOUR ZERO 

FOUR - ZERO THREE ZERO FOUR TWO SEVEN SIX; TWO ZERO FOUR -

zERO SIX TiiREE FOUR ZERO TWO SEVEN; TWO ZERO FOUR - ZERO 

SIX THREE FOUR ZERO TWO EIGHT. 

NORTHWEST ORIENT AIRLINES FIRST CLASS TICKET NUMBERS 

TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO n-lREE SIX TWO TWO FOUR ZERO; TWO FOUR TWO -

zmo THREE FIVE FIVE ZERO EIGHT ZERO; TWO FOUR T1'0 - ZERO 

FOUR THREE FOUR ZERO TWO SEVEN. COACH TICKET NUMBERS 

TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO. THREE SIX FOUR NINE NINE ONE; TWO FOUR 

TWO - ZERO THREE SIX FIVE ZERO ZERO FIVE; TWO FOUR TWO -

zERO THREE SIX Fl VE ZERO ZERO FOUR; TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO THREE 

SIX FIVE SIX ONE EIGHT; T\110 FOUR TWO - ZERO THREE SIX TWO 

TWO SIX NINE; TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO TIIREE SIX FIVE ONE EIGHT 

SEVEN; TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO THREE SIX TWO TWO SIX SIX; 

TVO FOUR TWO - ZERO THREE SIX FIVE FIVE NINE ONE; TWO FOUR 

TWO - ZERO THREE SIX FOUR NINE EIGHT NINE; TWO FOUR TWO 

.END PAGE FOUR 
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ZERO THREE SIX FIVE ZERO ZERO EIGHT; TWO FOUR TWO -ZERO 
' 

THREE SIX FIVE SIX ONE SEVEN; TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO FOUR 

FOUR ONE IB.REE TWO SIX J TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO THREE SIX TVO 

TWO SIX FIVE; TWO FOUR TWO - ZERO THREE SIX FIVE FIVE 

NINE ZERO; EIGHT SIX ZERO - ZERO ZERO EIGHT FOUR EIGHT 

FIVE EIGHT. 

ATLANTA AT ATLANTA AIRPORT DETERMINE FROM DELTA AILINES 

iND SOUTHERN AIRWAYS TO WHOM TICKETS ISSUED, AND SECURE 

INFORMATION TO DETERMINE IF IDENTICAL TO SUBJECT. 

NEV YORK AT TRANS WORLD AIRWAYS, CHICAGO AT UNITED 

AIRLINES, MINNEAPOLIS AT NORTH CENTRAL AIRLINES, SIX TW 

ZERO ONE nIIRTY FOURTH AVENUE SOUTH, AND t«>RTHWEST ORIENT 

AIRLINFS, MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 

SECURE SAME INFORMATION AS SET OUT FOR ATLANTA. 

OFFICE LOCATION REQUIRED INFO NOTIFY OTHER OFFICES TO 

DISCONTINUE nlEIR LEAD. 

END 

LCS 

FBI ATLANTA 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

!iiay 2, 1£)38 
Da~ ------------

RA.1WGZ~ B. JOlBS', 2'.:re Oil Dealer anJ. :Iei•t;:; Rental 
t.,-,•,:,•1J- Co❖ •:-o•,~ ,',•.c;,,1,,-"' •-_,., 0,~··1 -..11.., , ..... --,o-•-.-;~ ,~c.11-,i·c;eri a-~.!.·r->-1• .• ,;,,,._.,.,..,ry 
"' .. ~ ............. , ..:...,. ..... - _ ... ,,._ ... _...,.~\-, l.T-.~-~.,1,.~L:.......,.,.J, J-.... . ..J....:,_-,~-, .... LL/~- -...~ .... '1,,11_ - J"':'"' ....... J ..... J..l-i..:,I, 

photo:;;ra;_:;::s ox Jc\:,.rzs E.'1TI.L I'J1Y, also 1:no•.c1n ,~s Er i.J Str::,.'VO G":'. l t, 
e~rct on :,rn:.l 1::, J.SJC., h2 11:'.(: so2.C: a tan~: full o:? g:'"'c to_ r, 
L'1a!l :::--ese1,ttl:L1z t:'.e photoi:.·a~-J:'aS of I(..i7. He stated t:u:t to. t:1e 
l::est o~ :1i:~ r~collcct:!.on, t~1i:: r.:1c1.n l·.,.:c,d bo-..1;;:irt a tan);: ox g-nr..; 
at :1is p·.,_re Cil S,?l'\'5.-:c:· e-:-.tation i:.1 /.ner;i.cus cet"-"10en 11:~:5 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.!:' .• 0i.1 .'ci1r5.l 13, 1933. :-Ie ~,t2,ted this:- mnn Yins 
dri7in:; tt 1SC5 o:r- lf".3G, :;~Oi.E' doo:t tviO ton:.: Cr1dilJ.z,.c, possil'Jly 
Y1hi·:::e o-;:-x b}.u:2, r..r:c1 t:Aa8. ·;; t>.o car hs.d an ,~ tlanta licenc:;:e plate 
0 'l i -'- -_.,._~, c-,. .,_" + ·"- ·' • 1 "" • co· 1 lr< ••,,,._._,a, .. '-. ""'l' l:1◊Il"' o-"' .1.t.,, l 1.• C"" n·" ,,., D l'' +"' .. ...... li, • ..1.......... ~-· ~~.;,, ,i..~1_1_ .,...r....... .J L.,. ...... .A 11,,;:i&~-.=. . .1.~-....... 4 ... ~ ). li.:' . ..t...._, -..... i ....... v Ji,: ..... w~ 

except t:1a·::: :i.t bec;2,n Y.-ith the m1:-:!eral "l'' v1:1icll v1oul6 1Jc fo:r 
Fulton Co:111t~0

• 

-~ o~.1_"], 
-4.I-~._ 

i-:'9 i;; !1t 
Build 
N"ose 

vrearins .-'i.pparel 

J.!a le 

t h2. t t> is ir_c.1 i 7 :.r:: u2l l 
UU<} ;1e beli0•1ec: t~::.2.t 
~as either Aucust 

';';'hi te 
.\bont 3-1 
5 f~et S to 5 feet 9 inches 
1,1e6 ium 
Sl1arp 
'J."'11 t:n 
Bx-oY,n_, conbed st:;.•a ig:1t 
b~c~~ 
~earing coat and tie 

J,!r. JOl:-,~s stated ai ter ,; iErn i.11.-; the H;;GG p:10to6 r-c1.p~1 
of J~~z,r::s :;;:1.:n., :~;y t 0.1e - man ha h:.1d sold t:10 r;nsoltne to loo::ed 
v2r:· :::;.:c:1 li!:2 t2i:i.::, :J:~otograp:1, e:,:e:;pt t:.,2.t :lis.,face v,::r.s t::.inE21· 
J.ooJ:ing anrJ appeax·e-::1 !.tore pointec: t:rnn the face :i.n tl,e pl:.otczr2.p::.. 

1.~r. JGL.::~' sts.t;e,J t>z•t t:,a c:reili-t cards tal:en in h~.-
h i:J on f: ;;,x i 1 lS , 19 3 8 v, ere :i: m:,.n:·.r (1 c cl . to the :?ure Ci 1 Cr eca t 
Dep.r-i:~·-:e:nt, ::~~la tine, Illinois on a,pro::i;'.1ately ..,.\pril 18 1 10s:--,. 
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AT 44-2386 
P.SK/hjm 
2 

• 

On April 26, 1968, Mr. JOi'":ES advised that he had 
located the trans;iittal slip:3fo1· the cr~di t c?.r<b sent in for 
April 16, 1963 and his transmittal s li:23 reflected that the erect it 
cards for t::lis de. te \\,ere f or..-1arc,_ed by him. to Pure Oil, palatine 1 

Illinois on April 18, 196S by trans~ilittal sli!)S number 7-0217989 
and 7-02lf.0{}0. 

Mr. JOl·GS further advised that his tr2nsmittal slips 
for April 22, 19GG reilected t11.it credit card purchase slips 
were forv.•arded to Pure Oil on that date by transmi tta 1 s l:tp:s 
number 7-0217997 and 7-0217983. 
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by 

FEDERAL BUREAU QF INVESTIGATION 

1 Date f:i.1y 2' 1968 

DOTTIE OLIVER., 506 B,Jbbitt Drive., Alban:r., 
Georgia, who ls employed a3 a clerk ut the Hertz Rent-A­
Car Agency, Municipal AJ.rport, Alb2.ny., Geor~ia, advised 
that on April 19, 1968., she rented a Hertz nent-A-CQr to 
one JAMES E. BODKER. She said that to the best of her 
recollection., BODKER appeared at the rental agency et the 
Municipal Airport in Albany, Georgiv., at approximately 
noon on April 19,· 1968. She stated that BODXER presented 
a Shell Credit Card in rentins this car and that in 
addition, he had a driver's lic8nse., the number and state 
fron which it was issued she could not recnll. She stated 
that the Shell Credit Card nu:nbe1-. and the driver rs 
license nu~ber was listed on the rental contract. 

OLIV-£R further stated that she remembe P,:'!d thri t 
this r,1an said that he i•1as the :nana2;er of Suburban Motor 
Co:npany, and she could not re·::a 11 in which s ta tc the St:bu::?bo.n 
Motor Company was supposed to be located. She s~iJ that 
at the time she rented this car to BODKBR., Mr. '.·JILLIN! 
YEOMAN, part mrner of the Hertz Rental l.;.ency in iUbany, 
Georgia, was present and she exhibited the Shell Credit 
Card to him and he instructed her to rent the cQr to 
BODKER. 

-
She s tat£d she remembered that BOD:-~ER s tat:::d 

he was going to use the car in this area and th£t he hnd 
given her a date as to when th~ car would be r0turnedJ hut 
she could not recollect what date it -.·1as., but stc.:ted th::;t 
it is on the rental contract. 

OLIVEn stated that she did no:; kr.o'.·1 ho·.-.i DOLCEH. 
arrived at the Hunicipal Airport., but stated th:: t ~t t, th,_: 
time that he rented the car·., th2y ':iere very busy 2nd sr.2 
believes th,'.'!. t a plane., possibly E2s tern /-.L·line.2) h:::z.1 
just arrived_ at the Albany Airport. .,. 

Miss OLIVER gave 'che follo·.·:ir.:.:; dZ:scrlpti,~;-: or 

This doc umcnt cont a ins ne it h.·r rec n11>1L1< • nd ,,ti, >11,; n_or cone I u,; i_on s of th,· FI l ! . I I i ~ i h, · ; •r · '1 '··rt_~- , ,f I h ,, F BJ and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its content.:< ur~' n,,t lo b,, di~tributcrl out.~ulc your ug,,n.-y. 
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AT 411-2386 
RSK:bjc 
2 

• 

Sex 
Race 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Complexion 
Characteristics 
Speech 
Peculiarities 

Dress 

Male 
White . 
38 to 40 
5 1 10 11 to 5 1 11 11 

150 to 160 pounds 
Black and thick - wavy, 
combed straight back 
Dark 
Thin face end lon;; neck 

None, appeared to speak with 
an accent indizenous to the 
Albany, Georgia, area 
Wearing mustard color sport 
shirt with turtle n3ck 2nd 
dickie, 1:1earing dark bro·,rn 
pants 

OLIVER stated that she could recollect no e:(tr::ri.-:cous 
statements made by subject during the re~t2l of the above 
car and to the best of her recollection, he answered o~ly 
questions she asked him regarding identifJ.cabion 2nd use of 
the car. 

OLIVER •,ias sho':Jt1 phot og1~aphs of J},i,1ES BAHL RJ\Y, 
also lrnmrn as ERIC S·I'P.HVO GJ'.LT, ',ihich photosr:;.phr ':ierc t~.'.-:cn 
in 1960 and 1968, and she advised, after observing th~se 
photographs, that she did not believe thd photographs of 
JAMES EARL RAY \'/ere identic2l with the p2rson uc.:in:_; th.; 
name :aODKER, '.·1ho rented the car from her on .n.pr:tl 19, 19GS. 

OLIVEh stated that the person UG in 2: th•: DZ:fi'.-2 
BODKER h2d a ,nu.ch tl".inn;;;:.> face, no doubl:;:; ciJin. on;:1 :c.;he 

-\ ~~.-..!~ ·-, , • , could recall no facii:, 1 char,.~cte!'i.:: ticf; of .cO.!..J,\;~,, ·.-:n.1.cn 
rese~ble those of the photo;rop~s of RAY • 

• 
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AT 44-2386 
RSK:bjc 
1. 

• 

OLIVER further advised that during the period of 
April 19, 1968, she was in her training period·havin3 just 
been e8ployed by the Hertz Agency and admitted to beins 
rather nervous in her ne:i•J E.:.'11ployment and stated that vlhE:n 
she became busy, she was easily excitable and stated that 
due to the large nur;iber of people she has rented cars to· 
since she started work for Hertz, that it is possible she 
does not recall e:.:2.ctly ';-ihat EODKEh looked like. 

f 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



• 
FD-3 02 (Rev. 4-! 5-64) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

l Da~ May 2, 1968 

DOTTIE OLIVER, 506 Bobbitt Drive, Albany, 
Georgia, who is employed as a clerk at the Hertz Rent-A­
Car Agency, Municipal Airport, Albany, Georgia, advised 
that on April 19, 1968, she rented a Hertz Rent-A-Car to 
one JAMES E. BODKER. She said that to the best of her 
recollection, BODKER appeared at the rental agency at the 
Municipal Airport in Albany, Georgia, at approxi~ately 
noon on April 19, 1968. She stated that BODKER presented 
a Shell Credit Card in renting this car and that in 
addition, he had a driver 1 s license, the number and state 
from which it was issued she could not recall. She stated 
that the Shell Credit Card nu~ber and the driver's 
license nu~b~r was listed on the rental contract. 

OLIVER further stated that she remembered that 
this man said that he was the.manager of Suburban Motor 
Company, and she could not recall in which state the Suburban 
Motor Company i,;as supposed to be located. She said that 
at the time she rented thls car to BODKER, Mr. WILLIAI·:I 
YEOMAN, part mmer of the Hertz Rental Agency in Albany, 
~eorg1a, was present and she ~xhibited the Shell Credit 
Card to him and he instructed her to rent the car to 
BODKER. 

She stated she remembered that BODKER stated 
he was going to use the car in this area and that he had 
given her a date as to when the car wo~ld be returned, but 
she could not recollect what date it was, but stated that 
it is on the rental contract. 

OLIVER stated that she did not know how BODKER 
arrived at the Iilunicipal Airport, but stated that at the 
time that he rented the car, they were very'busy and she 
believes that a plane, possibly Eastern Airlines, had 
just arrived at the Albany Airport. 

Miss OLIVER gave the follo1,1ing description of 
• J!1~1ES ,E ." ·2or;:(ER: 

/ 

:!.'' --J:Jf/, -!1'b 

- 1, . 

_ __.=c:....:....-=..:..;"'-=:.a:.::..:..;=--"--'----=-c==~c..::....:....---'---"'--=-.......:;..---Date dictated - :'I ""·· 
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Sex 
Race 
Age 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 

Complexion 
Characteristics 
Spe·ech 
Peculiarities 

Dress 

·-

Male 
White 
38 to 40 
5 110 11 to 5'11 11 

150 to 160 pounds 
Black and thick - wavy, 
combed straight back 
Dark -
Thin face and long neck 

None, appeared to speak with 
an accent indigenous to the 
Albany, Georgia, area 
Wearing mustard color sport 
shirt with turtle neck and 
dickie, t·iearing dark bro~m 
pants 

OLIVER stated that she could recollect no e:<tr2neou: 
statements made by subject during the rental of the above 
car and to the best of her recollection, he answered only 
questions she asked him regarding identification and use of 
the car. 

OLIVER was shown photographs or' JAMES EARL R,-\Y, 
also known as ERIC s·rARVO GALT, i·rhich photographs i·1ere t:.1<-2r. 
in 1960 and 1968, and she advised, after observing these 
photographs, that she did not believe the photographs of 
JArJIES EARL RAY were identical with the person using the 
name BODKER, who rented the car from her on.,.April 19, 19G:.. 

OLIVER stated that the person using the name 
BODKER had a much thinne~ face, no double chin, and sh2 

.could recall no facial characteri2tics of BODKER ':ihlch 
resembl~ those of the photographs of RAY. 
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• • 
• 

OLIVER further advised that during the period of 
April 19, 1968, she Has in her training period having just 
been employed by the Hertz Agency and admitted to being 
rather nervous in her net'J e:..:nplo;yment ana stated that when 
she became busy, she was easily excitable and stated that 
due to the large nu~ber of people she has rented cars to· 
since she started work for Hertz, that it is possible she 
does not recall ex~ctly what BODKER looked like • 

• 
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i~'~ ~:,.:-23C0 
A i)~·1I; j liS 

1 

'rl12 fo:loY1i11g ~1~•./2ST~:~c.;~1-~io11 \~l~s co~uuc-t·2C: 011 ·L:18 
dat•JS inc:~::..cLt2C: )J S[i ii!.,";;E:,'J.' ::>. LilLL.t,:J.D: 

'1'', :'.> -':' D- ~ O\'l 1 , 'C ')'"'-·."" O'lC' \/ c; ·,' -:, CO 'l -·· r, ~ J, r., -; ~ • ... -]. o·.·1 ". ~l l-V - l. .... ....L-b .l: ....... - .;_) .. -J ..._,...,:.. ...... J.- L.,~ "'-- I~\.;,," 'I,,..:. ' - L .... 

photos:i.:8.p~l o:: J::.r.:~s 2L-~L ::;~i,Y, [;ild ;;;2.Ctl ad·.d::.:;3d t:1,:"t ·~u -~h~:2..i' 
1:110\.,lGc.~;;,2. J~~l-=J lrnd not s:c:~,1 · ~1:.u, a11c"i tll<:!i.i· 1·eco~,·ds \·10:..'c 

nesati?e partaining to him: 

Ap;.:·il 25, 1030 

• 

Ch:~o::: of Police DO-YL:2 IIICK3 
I!.oss•1i lie, G:0101'g·~-n, Pol ic 3 D8p~L,·tm,:rnt 

Cl1i ef of l)o l ic G i~UD~i! Sl1r.r~~3:~:;? IiLD 
li't. Cgletho:;,:y:!, G:::o.-.::::;ia, Pol le.:; 
D2p::n·tr.1eut 

Cl1 ic :~a ~ar. L1s;u , Ga o:t_· c; ~~u. , lJ o J. _:_ C! e D ~ 1J~ ~ ..._ -~ -

1;1ant 

C~1::.e::: of Polic2 L:U:v:S'J..' ;;o:·:~~r,:; 
Lr~Ft1 Jct t G , G-2 o:c [; ~- n , Po:. ~~c.: :.J-.. j iJ~~ ~- -:~ -

!:18 ll t 

Ci1 le:-: o:f Police J·c::11 ;-;;;;::.0:_t::'S 
Ff~ i1~ J ln 11D; , Gao~· gin , Poi-·- . .:: ~:- lJ . ..; ~,~l :.· -~ :.~2 i"t 't: 

S~101' i 1 ~: TI .. ~L1?iI JV:': J~ , ~.t~-i -~ _1,<J :~· C Ul~ ~1 t ./ , 
Geo~gi?, S~e~i1f's 0~~~22 

Gem·gia Bu1·co.1..1 o:~ I;:'..r-:.'s-~.'._:;::\tiL)il 
Age11t P1:UL GT~IJ?:.7 r:r, ~-~0:3~/ill~, 
Geo:,:gla 

Sei·gea ~1t ~1.:ZU31~: J.J-.~:C-:IS, G2 o:...· ;_; l.a s-~:.1 t 8 
P8. t1' ol, L::,r,'..1 yet t 0, G.:: 1ji"(;" i. ~. 

_, 
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April 20, 1963 

Clli:a:i.' ~:rc11ge:t G:):ADY "i.'Z:33, USHPS 
Ft. C{;letllo:rpe, Geo1'uJa 

liss isttut Chief K;£iI CE.i-",ST1'1H, Walker 
County, Georgia, AuKilia~y Police 

· 3i1el' i:i:f ALLiso:r 3LEV:ii'IS, Dade County, 
Georgia, Sheriff's Office 

Chief of Police JOE-INNY GE.l\SLEY 
Trenton, Georgia, Police Depal'tment 

.Ap1~11 25, 1938 emu, nrc1-rnrrnsm1, Credit :Ju1~eau of 
La.Fa fayette, Ll!l7ayette, Georgia 

At Rossville, Georgia 

Ap:i.:·il 25, 19CG J. T. 13Y}:D, Jyrcl !,:ot 01· Coupn ny 

V1\iICS GEHTI'.Y, Unitec.1 I.io~o:,: S~les 

At La~ayetta, Gsorgia 

• 
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{,T ,J,1-2~l:1o 
ADM;jhs ., 
..... 

• 

Dl:i VE SPi:tGGO:if, Capito 1 uo-~ oj_-s Inc • 

MO:U-.. IS 11.U'I'LEDGE, Rutlec"ige Cl1evrol8t 
Company 

J HI PRESTliOOD, Pr est wood Y8.1·d C odpa ny 

Hli~OLD JONES, Jon2s Plyr.iouth Co;.1pa ny 

BEN Ct:AViFOTID,. La.Fayette ?:..·uck and 
Tractor Coi:1.pany 

MO~Ul.IS BU:WESS, Du1·gcss lisecl C:-i.1·s 

B03 DAVIS, Davis r.Iotor C0i,1pany 

At Trenton, Georgia 

April 29, 193D ii U.JREY DYK;., Dyer I.I ot 01· C D1.1p,, ny 

JO~ i\TCHL3Y, Atchlc;v --us2c.l Cars 

At Rossville, Geo~gia 

April 25, 1968 

PAI~KS SATTK-,:l;'I:..::LD, G2orgin Cab 
Cor,1pany 
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11T 11.:J-233-3 
fiDM: jlls 
4 

It is to '.Je noted that in :1a1:~cr an(~ Da(:c Coun·:~y, 
G:aorgia; there are no ni:;:line tei',,linn ls, pas::;cn;;~r t:..·~t in 
depots, or bus station depots. 
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• • 
The follm-iing investigation was conducted by SA 

RALPH E. WILLL4..f.13 at Athens, Georgia: 

On -April 24, 1968, Mrs. DIANNE HORTON, Clerk, 
Chokis Cleaners and Laundry, 529 Baxter Street, Athens, 
Georgia, advised that this laundry u~es a Thermo Seal 
type of laundry tape for m9rking their laundry, however, 
they do not use the type of nuTibering such as 20R-3, 

She stated that their numbering system always 
places a letter in front of the numbers . 

• 
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1 

• • 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
RALPH E. WILLIAMS at Greensboro, Georgia : 

On April 26, 1968, Mr. W. C. SISSON,"Manager, 
Caldwell Laundry and Cleaners, Greensboro, Georgia, advised 
that they use a Thermo Seal type of laundry tape nt this 
laundry; however, they have not used anything except a 
white tape in several years. 

In addition, he stated that they do not keep 
a record of who the customer is or who the laundry marks 
are assigned to after the laundry is delivered to the 
customer . 

• 
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Date: 

T 

' •· I 
I 

' I 
I 
I 

TiGI\S•lt tl1- followl~Q in -------..... , """"(f':"""n--"""'-,-"""'' ,,,..,,,. ..., ... , .... , .,_,--.,-...u-,""'· -·I-,,_,,.....,.,"_,_, ,_o ,_,, ...... ,,,I 

Viq AIRTEL AIRDIL . 
I I I I 

• J 

. I 

TO; SAC, ALBUQUQQUJ 

FROM: SAC, .. PBJI -(4'6-1M7) (P) 

IJUBJBCT:, ~IN' 
•I ~ ... I t i. • . ' 

t ' I l . 

(00: llft■phie) 
' ' 

Re Mem~tµs tel.9;5& •••· ti17/ .. .._.,,....,,~-~-•••t~ 
g~tion of licensed_ drivers •v~• b~ri~ Ot• TIM/JI. 

Inasmuch as this invosttgp;tj.qn ..-s f,:quea,:4td lit• tJ .. 
when it was not known tua1; K,RIC ~T ••· ..,.1, ~• al~ of 
JAr.ms l:ARL RAY, 1t ••• tlijtn J>el~ •"*'•·· --,. .. ,""" 
tb,at RAY has boen id•ntit:led, t~t• J~d ._ " •~I' •f "'" ..,. 
all offices conducting sa .. ,fl0¥,14 OW~~·i-,, 

AR~· A;~ 1;)'~• 
~ 7 Albuquerque 
v~ Atlanta 
2 - Butte 
2 .. ·l)enver 
2 ~ JacJcaon 
2 - Laa Vegas 
2 - Little Rock 
2 -. Milwaukee 

, 2 . - Minneap9lilf , I 1 ,, , '• , • , 

2 - Mobile . 
2 - lf,;tW Or le&U . 
·2 '!"' OklahOllll Ct'ty 
2 - Philadelp41a 
2 - Phoe?JiX 
2 - Portland 

1 

2 - sacramento 
2 "" san Antonio, -, -. 
2 - se"ttle 
2 ..,- Memphis 
JC_H-:cjs 'I 

'' \ I ' l -
\ ' 
I 

'' 
s 
SERJAµZ 

. . f., 
rn,. 

FBI 

I ! ' I I •• ·1 I I I '• ' '' I 

' ,-
' I • • , . l . 
I ! • ' 

. ' ,, .. ' 
I ' t , 

P., ' 
I '' I \i) T' ' 

. ' 
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AUTEL AD. MA.lL 

TO: DIRBGl'Oll, PBl 

PROM: 

SUBJIET: Mf.JRKlN 

R.e Atl.ant•· te~typ~ ·to Beeau .5/1/68. 
. ' 

. Enclosed far l'nd.mapOlia ia one ·e-ow of 
referenced te leey-pe. · · · 

On 5/2/68 ~. · .JCBR J.; wot..altffORPlll, .ffil, Wood.lawn 
Avnue,:St. Paul, Minneaota. adviead. IA WESLEY A-. AMDDSOll 
_J. TDllElfCE. WOUCIBSTORHR, .age 25, :la ~- .eon a'lld ha i• 

_. preacntly att:~ Motnt Dame 'Utiiveraitr in Sout-h Bel,d, 
Indiana. Be ia a u~ s. _Array ftteran_ w\\o' •~ a year in 
Vie.tttam. During early AprJ1., _.1968, .Ila. w.a• in Atlaata and 
vicinity with a ,feltow at-....t-, J<IIR TOUltt, _ for tha P\ll"J>OII• 
of.-writ-in,1 a ator, fQl:' the "Ava Marj.a Maga'el.11:e" at Notre. 
Danae. Re will be re.turtd.aa to the ltotn !JaM_ c.,.qnia • 
~- 5/4/6'. .· ',• .. _.- -

. ·- The WOLICl!RSTOR.PD. ta11ily •re loag-ti.me re•Llnt• 
of St. Paul and 1'aYe exeell.at reputi-ti01te, according t-o 
the. Credit: BUl'e&U of St. Paul .. 

WP 
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AT. Soupt ¥'ID, lJID1AIA 
· bterri.ew ~- and NU1ff for aythill&. 

t1:Ma1 ad.lht ha'ft obita•ed lfld.le in Atldta aad ponibly , 
Birminpaa about 4/7/68. · 

. . · ~ lead ia being -.i: out by airtel rather t:han _tel.et,,- in•llllllClf u tbay are net re.turlling to the llotre 
~- Cllllpil• until aometi.ile Sunday,_5/5/68. 

"PM eo .91JtGDous. 

- 2 .. 
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On 

• Date.,Iay 1, 1968 

On Ap~il 18, 1968, LJ\~UY r~~ITH voluntarily 
appeared at the rl'homasville, Georgia Resident Agency 
of the FBI. He was furnished with a voluntary appear­
ance and Uaiver of Rights Form which he read and 
executed. He was advised that he was being intertiewed 
concernin3 his activities in the Memphis, Tennessee 
area during the period surroundin:; the murder of i'1fi!?TIN 
LUTHER KING, JR. 

KEITH furnished the following descriptive 
data concerning himself: 

Name 
Race 
Sex 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Weight-
Hair 
Eyes 
Build 
Cor,1plexion 
Tattoos 
Scars and m~rks 

Marital status 
Wife 
Age 
Married 
Children 

Military 
Draft status 

4/18/68 ~ Thom8sville, rgin 

SA ROYAL 1\. ;,IC G1U\'J 

LARRY· (NO MIDDLE NM.IE) KEITH 
White 
Male 

East St. Louis, Illinois 
6'3" 
210 
Light brown 
Blue 
Medium 
Ruddy 
None 
Surgical scars, both ankles 
and calves 
Harried 
SMIDTI.A KJ\Y, nee TINGLEY 
25 
1960 ~t Waterloo, Illinois 
One clnught er, TIIl:11ESA KA;!, 
age E, residing with moth~r 
on Third St~eet in l~dison, 
Illinois 

None 
negistered ~ith Local Draft 
Board, Belleville, Illinois 

by ____ ....;S::...:A:..:.._::...:H;..::.•_n_.0_3_~_-~_J.""_1_:,_iC_L°_' 1_\:'_· ._I~_Il __ :_. T_,1_.t_: _e_l_s_Date dictated 4/lD/GS 

This document contains neither recomrnendation,1 nor c·onc\usions of the FBL It is th,• prnp,•riy uf th,• Fill nu,l i ~ l,,,m,•,! t,) 
your agency; it \nd its contents are riot to be distribut"'d out oside ,ynur agency. 
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Social Secu:::-ity 
Number 

Driver's License 

Education 

Parents 

Arrests 

Automobiles 

Employment 

• 

• 
at age 13, classified 
1 Y (med i ca 1 e::e!:i) ti on) 
as result of surgery 
done on lcc;s 

None 
Last held out of Illinois, 
now expired 
Finished ninth grade, East 
St. Louis Senior IIigh School, 
East St. Louis, Illinois 
HEP.BERT J. and ?.i.ATI.Y ZVfi 
KEITH, both deceased as 
result of automobile acci­
dent, Keokuk, Iov.-a, 1957 

None, speeding citations 
only 

Drives a 1961 Ford Falcon 
station wagon, white in 
color with 1967-1968 Florida 
license number unknown belon;;:ing 

, to K.!\Y cmr:s. 0CCI! Siona lly 
drives 1963 Ford To:i:ino, dark 
blue in color, belon3in3 to 
friend oi VICTO:l ::3ATS:.IAN ·who 
resides in Thomr:sville, Georgifl, 
and occnsionally drives motor­
cycle helonc;ing- to VICTOR 
B11T:8I.IAN 

ICUTH atlvised that he has 
been employed as farm lnborcr, 
bakery y;orker and most recently 
as deck hand, enginee;::-, and 
first-mate on tug and to~ boats 
operating along the Mississippi 
Hiver. 

,I' 
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EACKG110UffD 
.. ' 

KEITH advised thnt followin3" the death of his 
parents in an automobile accident at Keokuk; Iowa, in 
1957, he was placed in the custody .of IUCHARD L. BATEMAN, 
SR., by Juvenile Court in East St. Louis, Illinois. 
Since that time, he has resided off and on with RICHARD L. 
BATEMAN, SR. In 1959, while employed by the Band D 
Toy Company out of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, he suffered 
an accident aboard the tug boat, "Montgomery". Both 
of his legs were broken and sm~gery was later performed 
on both legs. He was hospitalized in Pekin, Illinois 
for forty days and was out of work for ap9roximately 
two years. During his convalescence, he resided with 
RICHP,RD L. BATEMAN, SR., at 502 North 61st Street, 
East St. Louis, Illinois. It was during this period 
that he married his wife. While residing at the 
BAT.EM.AN residence, his wife cared for BNrz;JAN's children 
inasmuch as BATEJ'Jll;N was then separated from his wife. 
In 1965, BATEHAN's .residence burned to the :;round 
and BA'l'mi!AN acquired a new residence in Berkf ield, 
Illinois. As. this time, rmr.r:a and his ,rife moved to 
Fairview, Illinois, and purchased a house trailer 
from an indl vidua 1 by name :'WILLIAM J. 111C uun:rnEY, 
JR. About one and one-half months ago, KEITII's wife, 
upon his instructions, sold the house traile~ back to 
MCMURTREY and rented an apartment situated on Third 
Street in Madison, Illinois. Occupancy of this apart­
ment is temporary pending their child's completion of 
this term of school when ICUTII's wife and his child 
will move to a house rented by him in Thomas'lille, 
Georgia, and situated at 6~8 l~rshall Street. Occupancy 
of this house is scheduled in June of 1968. 

KEITH advised that on night of 1,1arch 29, 1968, 
about midnight, he left the "I.i-V Ray-.:\" tug boat owned 
by Wisconsin Barge Lines, Cassville, Visconsin, at Memphis, 
Tennessee. Ee had been employed on this tug boat for 
the previous thirty days as a first mate • 

• 
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.. 
He spent the night of March 29, 1968, ind 

March 30, 1968,· at the ";1aterways Marine in Memphis, 
Tennessee. The Waterways Marine is a store supplying 
boats coming up and down the Mississippi and has 
sleeping facilities for "on and off" crews. 

On Sunday, March 31, 1968, he checked into 
the Li:iden Lodge Motel in downtown Memphis, Tennessee. 
On that same date, he had telephonically contacted 
KAY CONE in Boston, Georgia, who advised him that he 
had received a telephone call from the ~ississippl 
Valley Barge Lines concerning employment. KEITH 
advised for this reason, he indicated his employer 
on the registratio~ form provided him at the Lindon 
Lodge Motel as the Mississippi Valley Barge Lines. 

KEITH v:as passing time in 1,'iemphis, Tennessee, 
while awaiting additional employment on a tug or tow 
boat on the Mississippi River. He spent 'his days 
walking in the downtown Memphis area and watching 
television at the Linden Lodge Motel. Because a 
curfew ·was in effect in i',Iemphis, Tenn0ssee, during 
this period, he was in the Linden Lodge Motel 
by,7:00 p.m., each evening and never left the motel 
after that time. Ile stayed at the Linden Lodge 
Motel until he departed the Memphis, Tennessee area 
on April 6, 1968. He paid on a daily basis at the 
motel until April 3, 1968. He then began 'charG:ing" 
his room on a daily basis. Because ssver;.:l e=~pensive 
ties ·which he purchased in the downtown ?Jemphis, 
Tennessee area were apparently taken from his room 
at the Linden Lodge Motel, he left without paying 
bis room bill because they would not reimbui·se hirr: 
for these ties. He has since contacted tho Linden 
Lodge Motel and paid the board bill owed by him. 

On April 4, 1968, he ai;wke '1ncl folloy;ed 
his usual practice of watching television in his motel 
room until about 11:00 a.m. He then went to a drugstore 
situated on the corner of ~~in and Linden Streets 
in Mem9his and fl.te lunch. During e=ich c.lay th~t he 

2025 RELEASE UNDER E.O. 14176



AT 11-2386 • 
MRM:els 
5 

• 
was in Mem!1his, Tennessee, and ate lunch, he ate lunch 
at this dru3store and always ordered chili and a pepsi 
cola. He then caught a bus to the east side of Memphis, 
Tennessee in the area of nogers• Tennis Center. He got 
off of the bus near the medical district of Memphis, 
Tennessee, where several hospitals are located and 
walked the rest of the way to Ro~ers' Tennis Center. 
This was about 1:00 p.m. No one was playing tennis 
and he started back towards the downtown area. lie 
ate a sandwich en route but does not recall the name 
of the restaurant. He walked down the.same street 
on which the Memphis, Tennessee Western Union Office 
is located in the downtown area, name not recalled, 
but still on the east side of town. Ne~r an overpass, 
he witnessed an automobile accident involving a 1968 
Ford Thunderbird bearing Arkansas license plates and 
a 1964 Comet, four-door, and 1967 Cadillac sedan, 
both bearing Tennessee license tags. The two occupants 
of the Comet w~re University of Tennessee medical 
students. No one was injured but the female driving 
the Thunderbird was given a traffic citation for 

1 running a red light. .This was about 5:40 p.m. 

1
nuring investigation of automobile accident by officers 

1 of Memphis Po.lice Department, one officer left his · 
,' squad car and advised the personts involved in the 
accident, the other officers and bystanders standinG 
at the scene that he had just received a radio messa~e 
from his headquarters advising that Dr. KING had just 
been shot at his motel. KEITH stayed at the scene for 
about one hour after this. A problem arose concerninG 
a wrecker and he advised the white female owner of the 
Thunderbird that a Ford Company garage was nearby inasmuch 
as he had just passed it. He pointed this gara~c out 
to the white female and suggested th~t she contact people 
et this Ford automobile agency concerning a wrecker. 

About 6:30 p.m., he started walking again 
toward the downtown area and went throu~h the used car 
lot oft-he above described Ford Dealership which was 
located near the accident scene. Several men appearing 

• 
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to be salesmen were standing in this used car lot. They 
asked him concerning the sirens which could then be 
heard in the Memphis area and KEITH informed them that 
he had been told by an officerfuvestigating a wreck 
nearby that Dr. tlARTIN LUTHER KING: ·had been shot at 
his motel. KEITH continued walking on towards the 
downtown area and passed the Travel Lodge I.Iotel and 
by the Greyhound Bus Station. He went to a pancake 
house located at the Downtowner Hotel in downtown 
Menwhis and inquired of the cashier if she had 
received any additional information.concerning the 
shooting of Dr. MARTIN LUTI-!ER. KiiifG. A customer 
seated nearby f advised that he had heard a radio 
broadcast indicating that the person believed to have 
perpetrated the shooting was a white male wearing 
a moustache. Because KEITH was then wearinG a 
bushy moustache, he left the pancake house and went 
to the desk of the motel and aslrnd a white female 
attendant on duty ~ho had red hair and was about 
35 years of age regarding the shooting of Dr. KING 
and the reported radio dispatch that the perpetrator 
was a white male wearing a moustache. The desk 
attendant could not confirm this but furnished ICUTII 
with directions to the c10\vntown Hemphis, Tennessee 
Police Station. Imr.rr-I advised that to go to the 
Linden LodGe Uotel, he had to walk throuzh a Nearo 
section of Mem;:>his, Tennessee and if the person 
believed perpetrating .the shooting of Dr. KING 
was described only as a white male with a moustache, 
he wanted to know about it before he co:r.1.pletcd his 
return to the motel. KEITH arrived rit th~ :Tcl'lphis, 
Tennessee Police Deon rtmen t f!bou t 7: 00 p. r.1.. !le 
heard then thrit i.IlillTIN LUTI-IER KING, JR., had been 
pronounced dead. He sta~d there was a lot of 
excitectent at the Police Denartment and one officer 
directed~him to an office on the ~round level from 
which he was directed to another office nnd from 
there to a desk sergeant who was on the ground level 
of the police station near the main entr:in-::c. On 
ea ch occri s ion, ::z I'l1-I advises that he inf orrc,e cl the 
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